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609 
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611 

Ditto Ministers of Religion, Magistrates, &c., of the City of Sydney 
613 
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617 
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.. .. .. .. .. .. 
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' 621 
623 .. .-. .. .. .. 
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625 
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629 
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.. Ditto Hunter River Vineyard Association 635 .. .. .. .. .. .. Ditto Maitland Braneh'df the'Lord's Day Observance Society . .. .. .. 
637 

Ditto Newcastle Chamber of Commerce 639 .. •. .. .. .. .. 
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641 
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* Thec Estimates will be found at p. 269 of vol. 2 of Votes and Proceedings, 1857. 
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673 
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685 
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703 
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779 
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781 
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789 
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809 
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833 
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839 

by .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. the Great Southern Railway on the 10th 843 Reports and Evidence upon the Accident on I 
July, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. •. 
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Moriarty, Esq., C.E., to 

J Great Southern Railway .. .. .. ., .. .. .. .. .. 
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Accident .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
First Progress Report from the Commission of Inquiry into the recent Accident upon 1 863 

the Great Southern Railway .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. J 
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Second Progress Report from ditto .. .. 
ditto .. .. 873 

Final Report from ditto 
Railway Accident—Progress Report from Select Committee .. .. .. .. 921 

925 
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Railway .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
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1035  
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.. 
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.. 1037 
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.. 
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1065 
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Bathurst and the Hunter .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
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Return to Address .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..! 
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1111 
1141 
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1157 
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Tolls on the Road between Drayton and Ipswich—Return to Order .. .. 
collected 

1171 
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1175 
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1177 
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1203 
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1207 
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1211 
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1213 
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Biss, John L......................................... 
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Curt Housa at East Maitland .......................... 
- Raymond Terrace ...................... 

Cdurt of Petty Sessions at Gunydah ................... 
Customs at Port Curtis ............................... 

Laws.Amendmeflt Bill ....................... 
Dean of Sydney ..................................... 

497, 587 .............. 
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544, 546, 552 
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242, 245, 249, 504, 506 
492 
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543 
459 
532 
16,20 
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in the Southern Districts ................ 
Drainage of the Gaol and other Public Buildings in the 
Town of Bathurst ........................... 
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Emigrant ship "Stebonheath............................... 
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Equity Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court ................. 
Estimates for 1859 ...................................... 
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sanction ...................................... 

Fairfield Diggings in the Clarence District .................. 
Fees exacted from Masters of Coasters for Licenses........ 
Fines imposed upon Guards or Engine Drivers on Railways. 
Gazette Notices relative to the Occupation of Crown Lands. 
Gold Dust, Seizure of, on board the "Ethereal," and "Mary 

Nicholson ......................... 
Fields, Fitz Roy .................................. 
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Local Courts at the ......................... 

Mining Regulations 
Government Immigration Assisted and Unassisted from 1842, 
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ofoffice ................................. 

L
........ 

Halloran, E. S., Esq., Commissioner of Crown ands for 
Wide Bay and Burnett .......................... 

Harbour of Kiama ..................................... 
Harbours in the District of Maneroo...................... 
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Health Officer of the Port .............................. 
Hunter River, Flats in the .............................. 
Incorporation of Harbour Trusts ........................ 
Inspectors under the Scab Act .......................... 
Instructions to Electric Telegraph Officials on occasion of 
Railway Accident................................ 

Interest due upon Debentures on 30 June, 1858 .......... 
Issues from the Consolidated Revenue Fund without 
Legislative sanction ................................ 

Kidnapping by a British Vessel trading in the South Seas.. 
Land at Wellington known as the Missionary Reserve .... 

Bill................................................. 
in the District of Orange .......................... 

Lands in the District of Berrima ........................ 
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Leases of Crown Lands ................................ 
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Districts.......................................... 
Mail Steamer from Suez................................ 
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Maragle Diggings ..................................... 
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Moreton Bay Debt Bill ................................ 
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Nepean River at Penrith ............................... 
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Outtrim, Captain, of the Schooner "Ann and Jane." ...... 
Parramatta Domain .................................. 
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Estimate .................................... 
Extension .................................... 
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to Campbelltown .................... 
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340 
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Sadlier, Mrs. Anne .................................... 
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Secondary Punishment ................................ 
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Separationof Moreton Bay ............................. 
SteamDredge ........................................ 
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River Moruya ............................ 
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530, 532 
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354, 861 
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350, 354 
487 
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275, 278, 280, 344, 346, 
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Toowoomba, District of Darling Downs.. .......... ..... 586 
265 
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University of Sydney-Address of Thatiks to Her Majesty.. 208 

Town Hall, Proposed erection of, on Hyde Park ........... 
Unemployed in Sydney ................................. 

519, 522 
519, 52 
553, 557 

Votes for Public Works .................................. 

11, 16, 19,27, 33, 39,44,49 

Walcha Bench .........................................
Wallalla Run, in the District of Liverpool Plains............ 

222,  226, 230, 235 
Weaver, Mr., Licensed Surveyor, Queanbey-an .............

Questions of Order 
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18  
Deposit of 9100 to credit of Speaker, in case of Election 45 
Pttition .......................................... 

317 
290  

Wharves at' Newcastle ................................... 

568  
227, 263, 264,299, 427 

Chairstian of Committees .................................. 

401  
Formal Report from the Committee of the whole to the l 567 - 

Discussion upon question put to a Minister .................. 
District Courts Bill ...................................... 
Doors locked for Division ................................ 
Electoral Law Amendment Bill ..........-. , . ............ 

House of want of Quorum ............................5 
567, 573 

Explanation by Mr. Martin ............................... 

409.................... 
Motioxts offered without previous notice.. . ................. 

313  
Payment of Witnesses before Select Committee ............ 

29, 41 
Right of tendering Ballot Paper .......................... 
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voices given ..................................... 
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Management of the Survey Department............. 467, 478, 482, 502 
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Assembly is a mob" ............................S 
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11 ., 

,, upon Division-House regumesl 315, 345, 347 
(See also "Adjournments for want of a Quorum" "Questions 
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267,271 
345, 358 to Singleton ....................- .............. 

to Windsor ................................... 341,  378, 418 
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8 1031 

..........................................482 
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Randwick and Coogee Road Trust Accounts ......................471 ..................... 
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Registration and Preservation of Records 2 1219 
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to Office of 108, 177................. . ... ......................102, 331, 533, 555 ....... 
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Religious Denominations_(See "Denominations.") 
Remedies on Cheques Facilitation Bill ...........................234, 252, 257, 294, 335 
Rent, Pastoral Lands Assessment and, Bill ....................{ 3SOb42l7 427, 443, 448, 485, } 
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8 1141 Northern Road ............................................ 
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ways by the Government Railways Bill............. 
Civil Engineer on the State of the Dry Dock of Cockatoo 

Colonial Architect on Shipment of Buildings, &c., to Port 481 

Commission of Inquiry into the recent Accident upon the 409 447 
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Commissioner in charge of Western Gold Fields; for the 1 

Committee appointed for the Relief of the Unemployed of 367, 81 ............ 
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on the Obstructions existing in 279 
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36 .................... 
23.................... Moriarty, Mr., on the Supply of 
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279 .................... Sydney Grammar School ................. 
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.......................... 'Hunter, Alluvial Lands of the 342..................... 
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Management of the Survey Department-Question of 467 482 

, Privilege ........................................ 
Moreton Bay Judge's Appointment Bill ................... 435...................... 
Murders by the Aborigines on the Dawson River........... 357..................... 
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Registration and PreservatiOii of Records ................. 533................... 523................... Retrenchment in the I'ublic Expenditure ................. 
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Nicholson .......................................................

Special Return to Writ.................................
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29, 41, 213, 238 ........... 
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................... 
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Number of Deaths registered in the Office of the Registrar 
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2 405 ...................... 
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........................ 
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by Prisoners in H. M. Gaol, Parramatta, 
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.... 

Returns to Orders—(See "Alphabetical Register of Addresses and 
"Orders for Papers.") 

Returns to Orders of last Session 
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Road between Drayton and Ipswich—Tolls collected on............-  

.................. 
233, 238 ................ 

46, 61 
2 1177 ......................

189,439 3 117 
from Shoalhaven to Braidwood ............................. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VOTES No. 55. FRIDAY, 2 JULY, 1858. 
12. Landed Property in cases of Intestacy Descent Bill:—The adjourned Debate on the 

motion of Mr. Murray,—" That this Bill be 'now' read a second tinie,"—resumed. 
Mr. Byrnes moved, That the Question be amended by the omission of the word 
"now," with a view to add at the end the words "this day week." 
Debate continued. 

Question put,—_That the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question. 
The House divided. 

Ayes, 22. Noes, 20. * * * * * 
Question stated,—That this Bill be "now" read a second time. 
Mr. R. Campbell moved, That the Question be amended by the omission of all the 
words following the word "now," with a view to the insertion in their place of the 
words "referred to a Select Committee, to take evidence and report thereon. 
Debate continued. 

Question put,—That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question. 
The House divided. 

Ayes, 21. Noes, 22. * * * x * 
Question put,-_-That the words proposed to be added in place of the words omitted be 
so added. 
The House divided. 

Ayes, 30. Noes, 12. * * * * * 
Question,—That this Bill be now referred to a Select Committee, to take evidence 
and report thereon—put and passed;— 
Whereupon the House, upon the request of Mr. R. Campbell, proceeded to the Ballot, 
and the Speaker declared the following Members to be, with the Mover, Mr. H. 
Campbell,—and the Member in charge of the Bill, Mr. Murray,—.the Committee 
duly appointed, viz. : Mr. Jones, Mr. Deniehy, Mr. Forster, Mr. Parkes, Mr. 
Piddington, Mr. Faucett, Mr. Martin, and Mr. Macarthur. 

VOTES No. 58. WEDNESDAY, 14 JULY, 1858. 
2. Attendance of Members of Legislative Council :—Mr. Murray moved, That the follow-

ing Message be carried to the Legislative Council 

The Legislative Assembly having appointed a Select Committee to inquire 
into the "Landed Property in cases of Intestacy Descent Bill," and that Committee 
being desirous to examine the Honorable Sir Alfred Stephen, Knight, Chief Justice, 
and the Honorable James Norton, Esquire, in reference thereto, begs to request that 
the Legislative Council will give leave to its said Members to attend accordingly, on 
such day and days as shall be arranged between them and the said Committee. 
Legislative Assembly Chamber, 

Sydney, 14 July, 1858. Speaker. 
Question put and passed. 

8. Attendance of Members of Legislative Council:—The Speaker reported that whilst the 
House was in Committee the following Message was received from the Legislative 
Council 
M. SPEAKER, 

In answer to the Message from the Legislative Assembly, dated the 14th 
instant, requesting leave for the Honorable Sir Alfred Stephen, Knight, Chief Justice, 
and the Honorable James Norton, Members of the Legislative Council, to attend and 
be examined before a Committee of the Legislative Assembly appointed to inquire 
into the "Landed Property in cases of Intestacy Descent Bill," the Council acquaints 
the Legislative Assembly that leave has been granted to those Members to attend 
and be examined by the said Committee, if they think fit. 
Legislative Council Chamber, W. W. BURTON, Sydney, 14 July, 1858. President. 

VOTES No. 64. FRIDAY, 23 JULY, 1858. 
13. Landed Property in cases of Intestacy Descent Bill:—Mr. Jones moved,- parsuant to 

notice, That the proceedings of the Select Committee appointed in 1854 and 1855 
to inquire into the Administration of Intestate Estates be referred to the Committee 
now sitting on the Landed Property in cases of Intestacy Descent Bill. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 113. WEDNESDAY, 3 Novxarnxn, 1858. 
1. Landed Property in cases of Intestacy Descent Bill :—Mr. Murray, as Chairman, 

brought up a Progress Report from, and laid upon the Table the Evidence taken 
before, the Select Committee to whom this Bill was referred on the 2nd July last. 
Ordered to be printed, together with the Minutes of Proceedings and Appendix. 
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LANDED PBOP1RTy IN OASES OF INTESTACy DESCENT MLL. 

PROGRESS REPORT. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE 
of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 2nd July last, "to 

"take evidence and Report upon the Landed Property in cases of Intestacy Descent 
" Bill," and to whom on the 23rd of the same month were referred "the Proceedings 
"of the Select Committee appointed in 1854 and 1855 to inquire into the Administra- 
tion of IntestateEstates,"_have  agreed to the following Progress Report 

Your Committee append hereuuto the evidence of several gentlemen whose 

opinions are deserving of great attention upon the important subjeot submitted to them. 

This evidence, however, is so conflicting—not so much upon the main principle of the Bill as 

upon the details which might be involved in its practical working—that your Committee 

recommend the resumption of the inquiry during the next Session of Parliament. 

T. A. MURRAY, 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Chairman. 

Sydney, 3 lSTovember, 1858. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE, 

TUESDAY, 6 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Murray, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster, 
Mr. Deniehy, I Mr. Faucett. 

Mr. Murray was called to the Chair. 
Committee deliberated as to their course of procedure, and being of opinion that it 

would be expedient to take evidence as to the proposed enactments of the Bill, it was 
Resolved:- 

1. That Charles Riley, Esquire, be summoned before this Committee as a witness 
11  for Friday next." 

112. That the Chairman do move in the House, That a Message be carried to the 
11  Legislative Council, requesting leave for the Honorable Sir A. Stephen, 
11  Knight, Chief Justice, and the Honorable James Norton, Esquire, to attend 
and be examined before this Committee, on such day and days as shall be 
"arranged between them and the Committee." 

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 9 JULY, 1858. 

The meeting of the Committee convened for this day lapsed, in consequence of the 
adjournment of the House from Tuesday, 6th instant, to Tuesday, 13th instant, owing to the 
demise of the Venerable Archdeacon Oowper, father of the Principal Secretary. 

TUESDAY, 13 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

The Honorable T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, Mr. Parkes, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Piddington, 

Mr. Fâucett. 

Mr. Citarles Riley, Barrister-at-Law, examined. 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 14 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

The Honorable T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Faucett, Mr. Parkes, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Macarthur, 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster. 

Mr. J. H. Finn icelt, Q. C., examined. 

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 16 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

The Honorable T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Macarthur, 
Mr. Jones, I Mr. Forster. 

The Honorable James Norton, attending by permission of the Legislative Council 

-exaniined. 
Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 
" That the Chairman do move in the House, That a Message be carried to the 

Legislative Council, requesting leave for the Honorable Mr. Justice Therry 
to attend and be examined before the Committee, on such day and days as 
"shall be arranged between him and the Committee." 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, 20 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Jones, I Mr. Forster. 

The Honorable Sir A. Stephen, Knight, Chief Justice, was, by permission of the 
Legislative Council, in attendance as a witness, but a Quorum of the Committee was not 
present. 

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 23 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Forster, Mr. Macarthur, 

Mr. Jones, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 

The Honorable Sir Alfred Stephen, Knight, Chief Justice, attending by permission 
of the Legislative Council, examined. 

[Adjourned.] 

THURSDAY, 26 AUGUST, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

The Honorable T. A. Murray, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Fancett, Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Forster, 
Mr. Deniehy, Mr. Parkes. 

By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the House, referring to the Committee 
on 23rd ultimo, "Report from the Select Committee of 1854-55, on Administration of 
" Intestate Estates "—read by the Clerk. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee—Letter received by him from Mr. Wii. 
Sutherland, dated 12th August, 1858, relative to a case of great hardship which had come 
under his obsertion, consequent upon the present state of the law in respect to landed 
property in cases of intestacy. 

Mr. J. F. Hargrave, Barrister-at-Law, examined. 

Committee deliberated, and were of opinion that it would be expedient to take the 
'evidence of certain persons not engaged in professional avocations. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

The Honorable T. A. Murray, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Faucett, Mr. H. Campbell. 

Mr. J. N. Beit examined. 
[Adjourned.] 

WEDNESDAY, 27 OCTOBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Forster, - 
Mr. Deniehy, Mr. Picldington. 

Mr. Deniehy, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
Paragraph in letter from Mr. Murray to the Clerk of the Assembly, dated Lake 

-eorge, 25th October, 1858, requesting that a meeting of the Committee might be called for 
Wednesday next, to consider Report, read by the Clerk. 

Committee thereupon Resolved:— 
That, in consequence of the communication from the Chairman just read, it is 

expedient that this Committee should forthwith adjourn till Wednesday 
" next." 

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 
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WEDNESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

The Honorable P. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. R. Campbell, Mr. Deniehy. 

The Chairman stated that he had caused the present meeting of the Committee to 
be convened for the purpose of considering their course of proceeding. 

Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 
(1.) That this Committee are of opinion that the evidence already taken by 
" them is of so conflicting a nature—not so much upon the main principle 
of the Bill, as upon the details which might be involved in its practical 
working—as to render the resumption of the inquiry during the ensuing 
Session advisable. 

(2) That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in a Progress Report." 
And the Chairman having duly embodied such Resolution in a Progress Report, read 

the same. 
Motion then made and Question_a  That this Report be the Progress Report of the 

" Committee "—agreed to. 
Chairman requested to report progress to the House. 

LIST OF WITNESSES. 

Tuesday, 13 July, 1858. PAGL 

C. Riley, Esquire, Barrister-at-Law .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 
Wednesday, 14 July, 1858. 

J. H. Plunkett, Esquire, Q.C. .. .. .. .. .. ..  .. .. .. 5 

Friday, 16 July, 1858. 
The Honorable James Norton, M.L.C. .. .. .. .. ..  .. .. .. 16 

Friday, 23 July, 1858. 
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Wednesday, 1 September, 1858. 
J. N. Belt, Esquire . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 45 

LIST OF APPENDIX. 
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?Ltgi9lattUe emb.lj. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

TAKEN BEFORE 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON 

U\11E11 PROPEIITY 11 CASES OF DTESTACY DESCENT 1llIL, 

TUESDAY, 13 JULY, 1858. 

zeent :— 
Ma. FATJCETT, Ma. MURRAY, 
Ma. FORSTER, MR. PARKES, 
Mit. JONES, Mit. PIDDINUTON, 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE C11AI. 

Charles Riley, Esq., called in and examined 

1 ,  the Uhairman You are a Barrister? Yes. Charles Riley, 
Will you be good enough to inform the Committee what constitutes the difference between Esc1. 

real and personal estate ? In the one ease, if there be no disposition by will, it passes to the ''- 
heir-at-law; and in the other, it is divided between the next of kin. 13 July, lSbh. 
Is that the only difference? It is the only practical difference, I think. 
Real estate, of course, is immovable—it consists of land? Yes. 
But property in land may be personalty as well as realty? It may, and so personal 

property may be real. By your will you may convert realty into personalty, or personalty 
into realty. 

You may make chattel property real? You may make actual money real property. 
Suppose, for instance, a trust to invest a certain sum of money in landed property;—the 
mere trust converts it into realty. - 
Still the main difference between personal and real property is that which you have 

pointed out? Yes. 

Will you be good enough to look at the first clause of the Bill which is before you. It is 
proposed by that clause to enact that, "from and after the passing of this Act all lands and 
hereditameuts within the Colony shall for all purposes be deemed adjudged and taken to 

" be chattels real." Supposing the distinction between personal and real property to be 
virtually that which you have pointed out,—do you see any objection, in an enactment for 
the purpose for which this Bill is proposed, to allow those words to stand as they are; the 
object in view being to provide for the legal distribution of real property among the children 
of an intestate father, in the same way as personal property is now distributed? I see io 
objection to it. 

Worded as it is? I do not know whether there is any necessity for employing the words 
chattels real. 

You do not object to the principle? No, not to the principle. 
What is your opinion as to the expediency of changing the law in this Colony in the 

manner proposed? I think it very desirable the change should be effected. 
Reverting to the second clause of the Bill : it is proposed there that "the statute con-

"cerning uses"—the words " and wills' seem to have been inserted inadvertently—" shall 
"be deemed and taken to apply to chattels real"—do you think it desirable that the Statute 
of Uses referred to should be extended so as to refer to chattels real? I see no objection to it. 
Do you think it necessary or advisable, considering that the great object of that statute 

was to give the party beneficially interested in a trust the sole right of disposing of it? It 
appears to me of very little moment whether the statute is applied to chattels real or not. 

381—B 14. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Charles Riley, 14. Then, of course, if it is of little moment, it is not necessary to apply it? The only effect 
sq. of the clause would be, that in a case where a surviving trustee was conveying trust property 

to himself and another there would be no necessity to have two deeds, as at present. 
13 July, 18e8. 15. Would that be an improvement, do you think ? Really the second deed is so short that 

it is not worth speaking of. The expense is a mere nothing. It appears to inc that there is 
a more scientific way of dealing with this suhject and that is by attacking the law which 
necessitates the use of the two deeds The law is, that a nian cannot convey to himself. 
He may do it, however, by taking advantage of the Statute of Uses; but the Statute of Uses 
does not apply to chattels real; therefore, the Statute of Uses cannot be made use of Now, 
if the law were altered, and it were declared that a man might convey directly to himself, 
there would be no necessity for two deeds. 
The Statute of Uses does apply to real estate? To freehold. 
Freehold is what constitutes real estate? Yes. The Statute of Uses only applies where 

there is a seizin, and there can only be a seizin where there is a freehold. 
An estate held for nine hundred and ninety-nine years is not a freehold? No. 
In framing this Bill it was thotight desirable to guard against any collusive sales of 

lands coming under its provisions, and for that purpose to impose some check over admin-
istrators or the Curator of Intestate Estates; with this view it is proposed by the third 
clause that all sales shall be subject to the approval of the Judges of the Supreme Court: 
What is your opinion as to the expediency of having some provision for that purpose? I do 
not see the necessity for it. The 15th Vie.., No 8, contains such a provision when the pro-
perty is under the charge of the Curator. 
The Curator of Intestate Estates has at present no right to dispose of landed property, 

but sales of personal property effected under his direction are generally very ruinous—they 
cause great loss, do they not? I do not know. I think estates are consigned to the care of 
the Curator of Intestate Estates merely as a temporary arrangement. There may be admin-
istrators appointed, as in ordinary cases. 
Who would have power to regulate the sales? I think so. Realty being converted into 

personalty would be dealt with by them as personalty. An administrator has an unrestricted 
power of sale. I believe in England the Court upholds the sale, even where it has been 
made in bad faith on the part of the administrator. 
You have never known an instance of the kind here? Never. 
Have administrators to give security? Yes. 
Have you ever known any bonds given by administrators of intestate estates to be 

insisted upon? No, I have not. 
Do you know if it is not in practice a dead letter? I do not know it. 
On the whole, you consider such an Act as this is desirable? I think it most desirable. 
By Mr. Faucett: Have you considered the bearing of the first clause at all, or have you 

given your opinion upon it from merely reading it now? I have seen it before. 
Have you considered the effect of that clause upon the present state of the law? Not 

very attentively, but I know the whole Act will cause great changes in the law, some of 
which I was about to point out. 
I take it you are in favor of the principle of making intestate estates devolve like per-

sonalty? Yes. 
That you believe would be beneficial to the Colony? Yes. 

Si. Setting out with that principle, do I understand you to state that you have not considered 
the bearing of this first clause which is intended to carry it out? I have. 
Have you at all considered the great changes in the law that would follow from that 

clause? 1 have. 
Will you be good enough to state some of the leading changes? There is one statute 

with which it will very materially interfere,—the statute for facilitating the payment of debts 
out of real estate. At the present time, when a person dies indebted leaving real property, 
the only means of getting at that property is by instituting a suit in Equity. This Act 
will render it unnecessary, in cases of intestacy, to go to Equity at all. The administrator 
will be enabled to sell immediately under this Act, and the expense of an Equity suit will 
be saved. But there is a proviso at the end of one of the sections which declares that 
creditors by specialty in which heirs are bound shall have their debts paid before creditors 
by specialty in which heirs are not bound. This Bill, I take it, will repeal that proviso. 
Does it strike you that the Act to which you have just referred is an advance towards 

the principle contained in this Bill? I think it is. 
This Bill merely advances that principle still further? I think so. 
You think it will be an improvement? A great improvement. I was about to say also 

that I think there ought to be some provision made in this Bill for trust estates and estates 

in mortgage. I think it should be declared to apply or not to apply to such estates, one or 

er. the oth The Bill as it stands appears to .me to apply only to property in which the 
intestate was beneficially interested, But the question might arise whether it might not 
include trust estates and estates in mortgage also. 
What provision would you suggest in this Bill? I would propose a mere declaration, 

such as I have alluded to in my last answer. It appears to me that it would be more bene- 
cial to allow trust estates to come under the Act, because then there would be an adminis-
trator who is an adult, and in the Colony, and therefore able to deal with the estate; whereas 
the heirs, in many cases, are infants, or out of.the Colony, and their infancy or absence 
necessitates an application to the Court of Equity, which is attended with inconvenience 

and expense. 
Are you aware that one of the objections that has been made to this clause is, that it 

will in some degree affect settlements? I do not think that. A person would not take by 

descent under a settlement I beg pardon; I see the first clause and the preamble d . o 

not tally.   



ON LANDED PROPERTY IN OASES OF INTESTACY DESCENT BILL. 

.39. Reconsidering your answer, would you alter it? I think I would. Ch'trlesRiley, 
Are you now prepared to say the first clause might stand as it does at present? I think Esq. 

it should be confined to intestacy. I do not think it is. desirable to interfere with the right  
of persons to deal with their property as they may think fit. With regard to mortgages, 13 July, 1858. 
I think also that. the Act should be declared to apply to them, or not. 
Which would you prefer? I would prefer that it should apply. At present a mortgage 

debt belongs to the executor, but the fee descends to the heir-at-law; consequently there are 
two persons to convey upon the sale, transfer, or re-conveyance of the mortgaged lands. 
I would make the legal estate vest in the administrator, and then there would be but one. 
The heir of the:mortgagee is sometimes an infant, or out of the Colony, which necessitates 
an application to the Court of Equity, such as 1 have before mentioned in connexion with 
trust estates. It is considered advisable upon the sale, transfer, or re-conveyance of 
mortgaged lands to have the signature of the executor; and you might just as well allow 
him to convey the legal estate as well as the personal interest. 
WTith regard to the Statute of Uses, you see no objection to making that apply? I see 

no objection to it. 
13q ilf. Jones: Will you explain to the Committee the exact nature of this Statute of 

Uses? It is simply a statute which declares that where a person has the use he shall also 
have the legal estate. It was the habit in former days to convey property to one person for 
the use of another person. It was a way of evading the Statute of ilortmain And to 
prevent this, the Statute of Uses was passed. The Chairman spoke of the third clause, 
requiring that all sales under this Act shall be subject to the approval of the Judges: I do 
not think that advisable. 
By .ilL. Fauce1i: Do you not think some provision should be made in this Bill giving 

the administrator, or the Curator of Intestate Estates, power to sell lands? I do not think 
so. With personalLy an administrator clearly has a right to sell. This Bill converts 
realty into pe.rsonalty, and therefore the power arises at once. He has all the powers 
which attach to personalty. I do not see that it is at all necess.ry to give this power. If 
you wish to do so, I think the better way would be to have a statutory will. 

By lIfe. Piddinyton: Would you approve of the Curator of Intestate Estates having 
power to sell real estate by private contract? I do not see why he should not sell by private 
contract as well as by auction. 
At his discretion, without any announcement of the offer made to him? I would not 

interfere with him : He is a responsible officer; and I do not think he would do anything 
improper. 
By lIJ'r. Faucett: Do you not know, as a matter of fact, that the most valuable properties 

in this Colony are person alty—stations and stock—they are not realty? No, they are not 
realty ; the runs being merely held by lease. 
Therefore any change that might be made in the law would not affect them? No. 

We must bear in mind that there are some decisions of the Court in which individuals have 
got the fee merely by occupancy. But I do not think they would get a fee as against the 
Crown; though the Statute of Limitations is said by Sugden to apply to the Crown. 

Br ill-. Forste,: Do you not think the third clause would unnecessarily hamper the 
alienation of property? I think so. 

Has not the tendency of the Courts generally been to encourage alienation'? 
Un.doubtedly. 

Do you not think that at present, under the present laws, sufficient protection is afforded? 
Yes. 

Would you recommend the expunging of this third clause? I would. In law the pre-
sumption is, that where an administrator sells he does so for the purpose of discharging his 
duties. I do not think a purchaser would be affected by any ?nalafides on his part. I think 
an administrator under this Bill should be placed in the same position as an executor or 
trustee empowered to sell. 
As this Bill stands now, might there not be some danger of other lands transmitted by 

will being brought under the operation of the Bill. Supposing that by some equitable con-
struction, as I think it is called, the word administrator were presumed to include executors? 
If there were no executors of a will there might be an administrator with the will annexed 
-appointed, and such an administrator might be brought within the meaning of this Bill. 

Might not the Bill as it stands now be construed to apply to lands which do not at all 
come within the scope of its principle? It might, if something be not inserted in the first 
clause restricting its operation to cases of intestacy. 
Retaining the first and third clauses as they are, might not the Bill apply to lands 

transmitted by will? It might, certainly. 
Is there not a possibility also that the alienation of all lands whatever may, under the 

present wording of this Bill, be subject to the approval of the Judges, which would really 
be hampering the alienation of such property to a very great extent? There.is. . It would 
be an advantage in many cases in which applications have now to be made to Parliament for 
power to sell property comprised in wills that do not eQntain powers of sale if sales in such 
cases could be made by the approbation of the Supreme Court. It would save a vast deal 
of expense. 

That only applies to particular cases? . There may be many other cases where application 
would be made were it not for the expense. 
5. By A1. Fauceit: You think a power might prudently be given to the Supreme Court to 
allow of sales in such cases, but not to make the sale of all lands subject to their approval? 
Yes. Where a power of sale is not given, it may be presumed that it was not the intention 
of the testator that a sale should be effected; but a price so splendid may be offered that it 
would be manifestly to the advantage of the parties interested to accept it if they could. 

And 

11 
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Cliarlesitiley, And where the power of sale has been inadvertently left out, I think there should be some- 

Esq. easy means of remedying the defect, without applying to Parliament. 
59. You think the cheapest way would be to give power to the Supreme Court to authorise a. 

13 July, 1858. sale? Yes. 
By M. Jones: That would not properly come within the scope of this Bill ? No. L 

think the Bill had better be confined to the object contemplated by it. 
By Mi. Piddinglon: In the event of the third clause being expunged, who would then 

be empowered to sell real estate in cases of intestacy ? The administrator. 
Who appoints the adrninistrator—must lie be an officer of the Court? Not necessarily.. 

The general rule is to appoint one of the next of kin, if there be any. 
Would it not be more desirable to empower the official Curator of Intestate Estates to 

sell real property in cases of intestacy, in the same way as he is now empowered to sell 
personalty? I do do not see why it should be done by the Curator in preference to the- 

administrator. 
Is it not the practice that the Curator of Intestate Estates has authority to dispose of 

the personal property of intestates? Yes, under the direction of the Supreme Court, or a 

Judge of it. 
Do you see any objection to the Curator of Intestate Estates being empowered to dispose 

of real property which may come under his charge ? There is none that I am aware of. 
Either by auction or by private contract? At his discretion. 
If the Curator be empowered to sell by private contract, do you not think it would be 

desirable that some check should be established, to provide against the sale of property at an 
improperly low rate? 1 would never interfere with any responsible officer in the discharge 

of his duties. You must leave him a large discretion. 
Do you think it is necessary to leave such a large discretion as this in the hands of any 

officer? Yes, I think it is. It is easy to ascertain the value of any property. 
My question refers to the possibility of landed estate being sold by private contract 

without any previous test of value? It would be valued, I take it., by some competent person 

beforehand. 
You think there is no danger in devolving such a discretion on a public officer ? I do 

not anticipate any danger. 
By the Chairman: I think I understood you to say that as this Bill stands at present 

it might be so construed that the right of individuals to dispose of their property by will 
would be in some degree imperilled ? I think it might. 

But you think the insertion of the words "in cases of intestacy" would remove all 

doubt? Yes. 
And therefore it would be better to have them introduced ? Yes, I think so. I think 

the preamble as it is would certainly control the other parts of the Bill; but it is better to 

be on the safe side. 
By Mr. Jones : Would the passing of an Act of this kind lead necessarily to any great 

subdivision of landed properties ? Not necessarily; because the land might be sold in one 
block, and the money be distributed, instead of the land itself being divided. 
It would by no means follow that the landed property of an intestate should be divided 

among the children or heirs ? No; if all the claimants should be of age, and elect to take 
the property as land, then it might be divided and broken up. I found my opinion as to the 
advisability of this change in the law on this fact, that in half the wills made here realty is 
actually converted into personalty for purposes of distribution; and in the other half there 
is usually a discretion given to trustees to convert it whenever they think fit; and where it 
is not so, the property is generally equally divided by the will. I think it is impossible in 
ordinary wills here ever to discover who is the heir-at-law. I think in this Colony there is 
really no difference made between realty and personalty in disposing of property by will. 

So that, so far as can be gathered from the wills that have come within your knowledge, 
parents in this Colony make wills leaving their property rateably among their children ? 

Yes. I have never found it left to the heir as such. 
1 underStood you to say that the passing of this Bill would not lead to any minute 

subdivision of landed property ? I do not think it would, necessarily. 
In the generality of cases, if this Bill were passed would not land be converted into 

money for purposes of division ? Yes. 
That would be the ge ieral operation of the law? Yes, decidedly. 
Cases where the land itself would be divided would be exceptions? It would depend on 

whether the next of kin were of age: if of age they might elect to take the land as land. 
Do you not think there would be great practical difficulty in dividing land so as to satisfr 

the persons interested, especially where there were properties situated in different places? 
There would be no option then but to sell and divide the proceeds, or to institute a suit in 

Equity for partition. 
So that the probable operation of the law would lead to the sale of realty for purposes 

of division? It would be necessary if the persons interested could not agree. 
You do not apprehend then that any evil would be likely to accrue from minute sub- 

division of estates ? No. 
By Mr. FauccU: You are aware that the great families are kept up in England more 

by settlements than by the law of primogeniture? Entirely by settlements. 
These settlements are either altered or renewed every generation? Every time the 

tenant-in-tail comes of age or marries he bars the entail, and then the property is re-settled. 

APPENDIX 
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APPENDIX A. CharlesEiley, 

Remarks to .supple•inent the foregoing Evidence. 
Esq. 

It has struck me that this Bill, by altering the character of real property, will effect 13 July, 1858.  
an enormous change in the law relating to the mutual rights Of husbands and wives in each 
other's lands. By law as at present established, a widow is, under no circumstances, entitled 
to more than a life estate in one-third of her deceased husband's real property. By the 
conversion of the realty into personalty, she would, if there were children, become absolutely 
entitled to one-third, and if there were no children, to one-half. 

The husband, if he survive his wife and have issue by her that might by possibilit 
inherit her estate as her heir, becomes entitled to an estate merely for the residue of his life 
in her estate. To her chattels real lie is absolutely entitled. The effect of the Bill therefore, 
in the latter case, would be merely to substitute the husband for the heir. 

These are changes which I believe are not contemplated by the Bill, and if such 
changes would inevitably follow, the intention of the framers would be defeated. I would 
therefore suggest that the first clause should be in a form as follows :- 

it The real estate of intestates shall descend to their issue in equal shares as tenants 
in common and per stirpes, and in case there should be no issue to their next of kin in 
" equal shares as tenants in common and per stirpes." 

By adopting this form, the character of the property would not be altered, and 
numerous difficulties would be avoided which must arise, but which cannot be foreseen. 

WEDNE,SDAY, 14 JULY, 1858. 

4rent :— 
Ma. FAUCETT, Ma. MACARTHUR, 
MR. FORSTER, Ma. MURRAY, 
Ma. JONES, Ma. PARKES, 

Mit. PIDDINCTON 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CgAIR. 
John Hubert Plunkett, Esq., Q. C., called in and examined 

By the Chairman: You 
have been Attorney General of this Colony for many years? J.H.Plunkett, 

Yes; I was appointed Solicitor General in October, 1831; I continued in that office till Esq., Q.O. March 1836, 
when I was promoted to the office of Attorney General, and I continued in that  

office until I was released from office on the introduction, of Responsible Government. 14 July, 1858. 
Will you be good enough to mention to the Committee what is the difference between 

real and personal estate ? I apprehend the distinction you mean is rather betwee. real estate 
and chattel property, because landed property by lease is included in chattel property.  
What is the difference then between real estate and chattel property? Real property 

comes under the head of freehold, that is, from fee simple to an estate for life, and a variety 
of other estates that are of inheritance. A man may hold a lease for a thousand years, still 
it is chattel property, and the laws of descent would operate differently upon it. 
Does that constitute the great difference between the one description of property and the 

other, that the laws of descent affect them in a different manner? At the present time that 
is the principal difference; the laws of England as to landed estates have in a variety of 
ways changed so much. The principal difference that occurs to inc at this moment is with 
respect to the laws of descent. Here, we know the Sheriff can, under a writ of

fiei.i faciaa, dispose of equities of redemption as well as chattels. 

These are modern improvements in the law with reference to landed property, those 
which make land subject to sale for debt? I think there is a statute in England, 3 and 4 
William IV., by which landed property is made assets available for simple contract debts I 
speak independently of the Bankrupt Laws, or Insolvent Acts, which reach landed property 
not already limited or settled under the law of entail or marriage settlement. 

Then the great difference between the two descriptions of property is this, that by the 
law of descent the real estate in cases of intestacy will go to the heirat-law, while the 
chattel property will be rateably distributed among the kin ? Yes. 

What do you think of altering the law so far as to make freehold property subject to the 
same law of distribution as prevails with regard to chattel property? I am favorable to it, 
so far as it can be effected, .for in any reasons. In the first place, the law of primogeniture, 
as handed to us from England, we can trace entirely to feudal principles that now no longer 
exist. In Saxon times this law did not exist; it was introduced by the Normans. The 
Kentish people resisted it, so that they preserve to this day, intact, their own Saxon laws, 
under the name of gavel1cid; 

by which law all the Sons inherit instead of being exclued by 
the property devolving upon the eldest. Also, there is another tenure in England which has 
been always preserved—that of lorough English. 

The youngest son inherits under that? The youngest son inherits there. 
Do you know the reason of that law of Borough English ? There are many reasona 

given for it. It related to houses and property in towns, and it was considered that the 
youngest son, being more immediately with the father, was his more natural heir, it being 
suppused that the eldest son had been provided for before. I find in Blackstone's Com Inentary, vol. ii, p. p.  82 & 83, the following :-" Tenure in burgage is described by Glanvil 
and is expressly said by Litticton tar be but tenure in socage, and it is where the King or 

381—C 
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JjI.Plunkett, " other person is lord of an ancient borough, in which the tenements are held by a rent 
1S4., Q.C. " certain. It is indeed only a kind of town socage, as common socage, by which other lands 

11 
are holdcn, is usually of a rural nature. A borough, as we have formerly seen, is usuafly 

14 July, 1658.c distinguished 
 from other towns by the right of sending members to Parliament; and 

it where the right of election is by burgage tenure, that alone is a proof of the antiquity of 

11 
 the borough. Tenure in burgage, therefore, or burgago tenure, is where houses, or lands 
which were formerly the sites of houses, in an ancient borough, are held of some lord in 

It 

 

11   
common socage by a certain established rent; and these scent to have withstood the shock 
f the Norman encroachments principally on account of their insignificancy, which made 
o
it not worth while to compel them to an alteration of tenure, as an 

11 

hundred of them put 

together would scarce have amounted to a knight's fee. Besides, the owners of them 
being chiefly artificers and persons engaged in trade, could not with any tolerable propriety 

the tenure in chil 
11 
be put on such a military establishment as 

vary was. And here also 

It we have again an instance where a tenure is confessedly in soca

11 

ge, and yet could not 

possibly ever have been held by plough service ; since the tenants must have been citizens 

91 or burghers, the situation frequently a walled town, the tenement a single house, so that 
" none of the owners was probably master of a plough, or was able to use one if he had it. 
" The free socage, therefore, in which these tenements are held, seems to be plainly a 

11 
remnant of Saxon liberty ; which may also account for the great variety of customs 
affecting many of these tenements so held in ancient burage, the principal and most 

11  remarkable of wbieli is that called 
Borough English, so named in contradistinction as it 

" were to the Norman customs, and which is taken notice of by Glanvil and by Littleton, 
" viz., that the youngest son, and not the eldest, succeeds to the burgage tenement on time 
death of his father ; for which Littleton gives this reason,_because the younger son, by 

" reason of his tender age, is not so capable as the rest of his brethren to help himself. 
Other authors have indeed given a much stranger reason for this custom; as if the lord of 
the fee had anciently a right of concubinage with his tenant's wife on her wedding 

night, 

and that therefore the tenement descended not to the eldest, but to the youngest son, 

" who 
was more certainly the offspring of the tenant. But I cannot learn that ever this 

custom prevailed in England, though it certainly did in Scotland, (under the name of 

" mecheta or snaiclmeta,) 
till abolished by Malcolm III. And perhaps a more rational 

" account than either may be fetched (though at a sufficient distance) from the practice 
" of the Tartars; among whom, according to Father Duhalde, this custom of descent to the 
youngest son also prevails. That nation is composed totally of shepherds and hcrdsmen, 
" and the elder sons, as soon as they are capable of leading a pastoral life, migrate from 

11 
 their father with a certain allotment of cattle, and go to seek a new habitation. The 

11 
youngest son, therefore, who continues latest with the father, is naturally the heir of his 
house, the rest being already provided for. And thus we find that among many other 
northern nations it was the custom for all the sons but one to migrate from the father, 

11 
 which one became his heir—so that possibly this custom, wherever it prevails, may be 
" the remnant of that pastoral state of our British and German ancestors which Omsar 

91 and Tacitus described." These are the reasons given for it; but there can be no doubt 
that the law of primogeniture, which gives all to the eldest son, was introduced purely for 

reasons growing out of the feudal sytem. 
Do you think there is any good reason for abiding by that law in this Colony? I 

certainly think not. I think in many instances it has been, and may be, the cause of cruel 

injustice. 
Have any instances of that kind conic under your own notice? I have heard of many. 

I know of one instance which has occurred within the last two years. I was acquainted 
with the parties, who were in comparatively humble life. That case alone convinced me 
that the law was liable to act very prejudicially. It was the case of a man in illawarra, a 
comfortable farmer, who had purchased some ground, and gone to considerable expense in 
clearing and tilling it—there were about a couple of hundred acres all cleared and very 
valuable. He had several children—I do not know how many—and I know he intended to 
make a will; but his death was sudden, and lie did not carry his intention into effect. The 
consequence was that his youngest children were left totally unprovided for, there being 
little or no personal estate, and all the property devolved on the eldest son : he was by law 
the owner of it, and he consulted me, knowing I was acquainted with his family, as to what 
it would be right to do. I told him exactly the state of things, and what I would he likely 
to do myself under such circumstances, and he very honorably made provision for the family 
of his father, who were thus entirely at his mercy. If he had been a person of a different 
description the rest of the family might have starved or have come to the Benevolent 

Asylum. 
Do you think the alteration that is proposed in the law would have the effect of breaking 

up large landed properties? As our law stands at present, there is nothing but a marriage 

settlement, or such 
like deed, which must be entered into by the parties themselves, to 

prevent a man doing what he likes with his property, and dividing it as he pleases. 
Supposing the Bill now before the Committee to pass, it would not militate against a 

man 
right to dispose of his property by will, his right would not in any way be impaired, 

but, in case he were not to make a will, then all his property, realty and personalty, would be 
distributed rateably among those interested? I was going to say that the law as it at present 
stands gives a person full power, except in case of marriage settlement, which may entail 
the property, to dispose of his property as he pleases, even to the exclusion of his own family 
but so unnatural a course is very rare, if at all, heard of among us—to the credit of our nation 
be it spoken. But when the father has the power to divide his property equally among his 
children, his natural justice would, I think, prompt him to act in that way. I think the 
division of property ought rather to be encouraged in a new country, and that it would be a 
great improvement in our law to abolish this remnant of feudal times, which there is no good 

reason, 
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reason, at least in this country, for preserving. In England there are good reasons for J.11.Plunkett, 
retaining it, as, for instance, to preserve an aristocracy that do not exist here. Esq., Q.O. 

14. You do not think there is much weight in the objection that it would have the effect of t " - s  

breaking up large landed estates, so long as proprietors were not interfered with in regard to 14 July, 1858. 
leaving their lands as they please, by will, or disposing of them by settlement? I think not. 
I sac no good to be effected by keeping large landed property in the hands of one individual, 
at the same time leaving it to the owner to do as he thought proper. 
1. This was one of the objections to the Bill—that it would have the effect of breaking up 
large landed property, and of establishing a system, similar to that which exists in France, of 
compulsory distribution. You are aware that in Ireland in the reign of Queen Anne, an 
Act.was passed which had for its object the breaking up of the old Catholic aristocracy in the 
country, and the law of primogeniture was abolished; . but the law went further, and while it 
allowed the proprietor the right of selling if he chose during his life time, it deprived him of 
the right of making a testamentary disposition of his property—the distribution was com-
pulsory among his sons? I do riot recollect at this moment the law you allude to; but I 
think if the law of primogeniture had been abolished in Ireland generally in the reign of 
Queen Anne, the Encumbered Estates Bill, which has been of late years so useful in sim-
plifying the law concerning landed property in Ireland, would have been unnecessary, and 
the country would be in a more prosperous state. Because, I think among the great causes of 
the embarrassments and evils of the country the law of entail and of primogeniture have had a 
large share. The eldest son in Ireland had a sort of family pride to keep up expenses and 
show, that the incumbrances on his property did not at all warrant. That state of things 
made parents in Ireland ambitious rather to leave their eldest son a great man, by reason 
of his large landed possessions, than to leave him a man of cultivated intellect, who would be 
respected in the country by reason of his own worth ; and it also, I think, led to the national 
negligence amongst the gentry of Ireland for improving and educating their children for higher 
purposes than fox hunting and idle amusements, which tended to demoralize the higher 
classes themselves, and ultimately brought about that unfortunate state of Ireland which 
made the Encumbered Estates Bill a blessing to the country, by putting at once an end to 
such a state of things. 
The law I allude to as having been passed in the time of Queen Anne had the effect of 

lestroying the old Catholic aristocracy—to break it up; but it was not in consequence of 
the abolition of the law of primogeniture, but from the prevention of persons disposing of 
their property by will. That law was repealed in the time of George the Third, and it is 
since that time the evils you speak of have arisen in Ireland? All the laws that were made, 
having for their objeet the abolition of Popery, signally failed. They were evaded in various 
ways. In my own family we could for two generations trace the property through Protestant 
trustees, who in law were actually the owners, but who were honorable enough to hold the 
properties strictly in trust, and as soon as these laws were abolished to give them over to 
those who were morally and justly entitled to them. Generally speaking, the old properties 
that are still in the hands, or were lately in the hands of Roman Catholic families, were 
held in that way, by an evasion of the law. I should say that any of these laws may serve• 
as beacons to avoid, but not as guides to follow. 

However, this law I speak of virtually did break up the old Catholic aristocracy of 
Ireland, and sunk the descendants of the ancient princes of the country to the position of 
mere laborers. Such were its injurious effects, that in the time of George the Third it was 
repealed. Do you know the operation of the old Brehon law in Ireland, with regard to the 
descent of landed property? These laws in Ireland, so far as I can judge, were more regulated 
by might than by right. The Brehon law was only abolished in the reign of James the First, 
and then by a decision of the Court of King's Bench. 

That was a very excellent code of laws? But very imperfectly acted upon; and gave rise 
to intestine dissensions, as we find in Sir J. Davis' reports. 
One of the features of that code wa, that landed property descended also according to 

the rule of gavelkind You are clearly of opinion that no evil is to be apprehended in 
this country from the abolition of the right of primogeniture in regard to the descent of 
property? I think not ; I think it is natural and just that all children should be provided 
for. I cannot imagine a more melancholy state of things than that which may frequently 
occur before our eyes from the present state of the law. If a father, having an ambition to 
vest all his property in land, and happening to have one son and half a dozen daughters, 
dies, without having been provident enough to make his will, all his property goes to the 
son, and the daughters are completely at the mercy of their brother—in fact, left penniless. 
If they are educated and accomplished women, the only resource open to them is to become 
governesses—a position in which the accomplishments and mental acquirements of the 
females are not valued as they ought to be; on the contrary, persons in this country, as well 
as in England and elsewhere, grudge to accomplished women, for the educating of their 
daughters, the wages of common housemaids. I think in such a country as this it is 
but just and wise that females should never be left in such a situation. If a father 
has property, it ought to be equally divided among his children; indeed, I think females 
ought to be even more protected by law than males, because in this new country a man 
who has a decent education, with health and strength, can always earn his bread, 
if sober and industrious. There are many occupations open to a young mall, but there 
are very few open to the females of a family, and the more highly they are accomplished 
the more they are to be pitied when they they are left penniless. Instead of exclud-
ing females from sharing in the property of their father, I would see a law (if a change were 
to be made) that would specially provide in all cases for females, though I am not an advocate 
for changing the law to that extent at the present moment, still I conceive if such a law were 
made it would make parents think of the consequences that mght follow by throwing females 
on the world, and it is not improbable that the wisdom ofsueha law would become popular 

- among 
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J.H.Plunkett, among parents, and induce them to provide in a proper way for the female members of their 
Esq., Q.C. family more amply than they do at present. 
'-'—' 20. Then, I presune, you must be of opinion that an adherence to the law as it now stands 
14 July, 1858. in a country like this would be barbarous under such circuinatances, and the sooner we get 

rid of it the better? I think it a remnant of barbarism. 
Wholly inapplicable to the circumstances of this Colony? Yes. Real estate at the pre-

sent moment can be sold by the Sheriff in the way before mentioned, and if the parent or 
owner of the real estate become insolvent, there is no distinction between it and personal 
estate, and I see no reason at all for keeping up the difference in cases of intestacy so as to 
leave all but one child unprovided for. 
By iih. Foislee: You say you have not given any great consideration to this Bill? I 

have not seen this Bill before I came into this room. 
You are aware that its general intention is to assimilate real to personal estate in 

cases of intestacy—I think you may gather that from the title? Yes: I see by the preamble 
the intention of the Bill. 
1 think you have stated you are favorable to so much of the object of the Bill that is to 

the assimilation of real to personal estate in cases of intestacy Yes; but I think the 
better plan would be to put the sons and daughters in the position the daughters are in now 
in the event of their having no brother; for if a parent dies with real property leaving no 
son, it goes among all his daughters, in what is called coparcenery—all his daughters would 
share equally. 
In case real was assimilated to personal estate in cases of intestacy, personal estate would 

then be distributed by the Statute of Distribution, would it not? Yes. 
Are you of opinion the Statute of Distributions itself should be allowed to remain as it is, 

or might any improvement be effected upon that—do you think the mode of distribution pro-
vided by that statute the best in all cases? I would rather, as I stated in my last answer, 
follow the rule that at present exists in the case of coparcenery. Now, if the principle of the 
law of primogeniture be abolished in cases of intestacy, all the family should be placed in 
the same situation that females are in at present where there are no sons. 
In the case you suppose, the widow would have the right to dower—she would not come 

in as a coparccner? When she has the right to dower I would not interfere with it. 
Under the Statute of Distributions, does not the widow take rather a larger share than 

her daughters in the distribution of the personal estate? I think the widow gets one-third 
where there is issue, and a half where there are no children. 
What I want to gather from you is whether, supposing this Bill should be carried out 

with the present intention—that is, that both real and personal estate should be treated as 
personal, which, in fact, would bring real estate under the operation of the Statute of Distri-
butions—we should follow the Statute of Distributions, or whether a better mode of distribu-
tion might be adopted by the Bill when it is put in a perfect shape? I think it would be 
better not to mix up the two laws. The Statute of Distribution is made entirely for chattel 
property, and I do not see how the right to dower could be adjusted under it. 
If you look at the Bill I think you will see that it is inevitable, because by this Bill 

real estate will be, in fact, personal estate; and in that case will be distributed under the 
Statute of Distributions? .1 am afraid there would be some difficulty in applying the Statute 
of Distributions to real property. 
I think you will see by this Bill that real estate will be made personal, and will have to 

be distributed in that way? I am afraid that would create confusion, and would clash with 
certain principles and landmarks of the law. Without giviog a great deal of attention to 
it, I cannot see how you can apply it; but as the object of the Bill, judging from the recital 
here, is merely to alter the mode of descent of real property, I think the abolition of pri-
mogeniture, and the allowing in cases of intestacy property to go equally among all the 
children, as it would go now to females in cases where there were no males, would best carry 
out the object of the Bill. 
Would not the mode you suggest of carrying out the objects of the Bill be, in fact, a 

more complicated mode than is prescribed by this Bill ? [think not. 
It would require an entire alteration of the Bill ? Yes; but the Bill is very short. 
This Bill would not carry out the objects in the way you mention. Will you read the 

first clause? I think that clause is going beyond the object of the Bill, and would lead to 
unnecessary confusion. 
It is already admitted that the clause as it now stands would be going beyond the object 

intended by the Bill ; but, limiting the words "all purposes" to "the purposes of the Act," 
would not that be thcn the simplest way of carrying it out? I do not think it would. We 
know that in France next to the love of country the love of a French peasant is for the 
land—for the piece of land of which he is proprietor. That is one of the national charac-
teristis, and I think it is desirable to encourage that love of land in every country; and if 
you allow land to descend among the children equally, I think it might ultimately settle 
down in the same way that it has in France, so that the land may remain in the family if 
they so arrange. All the members of a family may have a certain pride in having te land 
of their fathers still continuing in their family. One son may be more suitable than 
another for living on the land, and the other members of the family may enter into an 
arrangement with him to assist in its cultivation, or it may be large enough to admit of 
partition, and still remain in the family; whereas if you put it under the Statute of Distri-
butions, the inevitable consequence would be that it would be sold, and perhaps sold under 
a great disadvantage. 
Then, if I understand you rightly, you are rather disposed to favor the continual sub-

division of landed estate? Yes, in cases of intestacy. 
Have you not heard it said that in France a great deal of evil has been produced by that 

eonstant compulsory subdivision of proFerty?  Such is the notion in England, but we know 
that 
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that the national opinion in France is as hostile to the law of entail and primogeniture of J.H.Plunkcft, 
England as the national feeling of England is against the system of France. 
3. Is not the system in France a compulsory division? Yes : the system in France does not 
allow the father to will, I think, more than one-third from his family, the rest must go U Y 
among the children. I do not advocate a system of that kind—I do not advocate any system 
that would fetter the owner of property, but would leave him to do what lie likes with it. 
But in cases of intestacy you would prefer retaining the distinction between real and 

personal estate, and make it descend, in fact, as if there were no single heir-at-law? Yes; as 
if the law of primogenitut-e were abolished. If a father does not choose, or neglects to make 
a will, the land shouldgo among all his children, and be divided as in case of estates of 
copareencry by the present law, but among all the males and females. 
Do you not think the mode devised by this Bill, without reference to consequences, is a 

more simple mode than that which you propose? The sale of the property, which I appre-
hend must be contemplated, would be calculated altogether to dissever the connection of 
landed property and families, perhaps against the wishes of those families; for all our 
families, I think, from the highest to the lowest, have a sort of family pride connected with 
land; and I think it desirable to encourage that, so far as it can be encouraged with due 
regard to justice and equity to all members of the family. 

Suppose tle Committee determined on carrying out the provisions of this Bill, do you 
think the mode of distribution carried into operation by the Statute of Distributions is the 
best mode of dividing any property, whether personal or real ? We are so accustomed to it, 
it is so familiar to the national habits, and has been so long in operation, that I see no reason 
for making any change in the Statute of Distributions, as it affects personal property. 
In that case, if the Committee were to determine on assimilating real to personal estate 

in eases of intestacy, you think that mode of distribution niiht be still retained ? I think 
it would meet with more universal consent than any new plan that could be devised, as far 
as it can be made applicable. 

Then I need scal-cely ask you whether you approve of the assimilation of real to personal 
estate in all cases? if it could be done without breeding litigation, which it is very 
undesirable to do, I would abolish the distinction; but I do not think it can be wholly done; 
besides, I think it desirable to encourage the national ambition to be the proprietor of a 
piece of land, and to hold that in the family; and I think ultimately it would lead to the 
same national feeling that is preserved in France, notwitstanding the division of property 
there, by which we see that very old families do keep the land of their forefathers by arrange-
naent among themselves. The division in France is very different from the subdivision of 
property that has entailed such monstrous evils on Ireland, because the tenure is different. 
In France they are all proprietors; here, I take it, they would be all proprietors, not tenants, 
paying rents at the will of any great landlord, and liable to be turned out. When a man 
has a piece of land of his own it makes him think more of himself—gives him more fore- 
sight—makes him respect the rights of property of others. These are feelings that are not 
generally encouraged by the unfortunate system that prevails in Ircland there they have a 
system of rack rents; this causes subserviency to landlords, servility, want of foresight, and 
a train of evils. 

Admitting all you say—do you not think the best way to encourage feelings of 
independence is to simplify the alienation of land, to allow men easily to become possessed of 
land ? Yes, most certainly. 

Are not the present laws of real property so many obstructions in the way of its aliena-
tion--do they not complicate the matter so as to make its acquisition more difficult? if 
entails are introduced, or if it be encumbered by mortgage—but you can hardly prevent that 
—they do complicate the matter; but the alienation of landed property is not complicated in 
any other way. 

Do you not think the distinction between realand personal property is in itself a com-
plication for which there is no necessity ? In the nature of things there must be a distinction. 
Landed property you cannot hand over as you can personal property. There must be a 
writing or some solemnity, if there were not, it would lead to all kinds of confusion and 
misunderstanding between individuals. Personal property you can give manual possession 
of from one to another. 

But that only goes to the distinction between the mode of transfer—if a deed is to be 
taken as equivalent to the act of manual delivery in the case of personal property, is the other 
distinction called for? All distinctions not necessary I would abolish, and that is the 
prevailing tendency of opinion among many persons in England at the present moment. All 
the reports of Commissioners upon the laws of real property tend in that direction even in 
England, where the law of entail and primogoniture were not and can hardly be dispensed 
with even in the present state of the national feeling, remarkable changes have been made 
in England. 

In a Colony like this do you not think there is much less reason for keeping up these 
complications than in England? Certainly we are unfettei-ed and unembarrassed by details 
that obstruct these matters in England. 

Even as to the law of entail at home they have provided the means of getting rid of the 
entail if the owner chooses ? Yes. 
.50. B1 Mr. Jones: 

Have you any general knowledge of the character of the wills made in 
this Colony—as to how persons dispose of their property by will generally—whether they 
generally leave it mainly to their eldest sons, or to be divided rateably among their children 
or next of kin ? I have no means of ascertaining generally bow property is distributed; 
but I have seen a great many wills that have cnme before me where it appeared to me that 
families have been provided for well and equitably according to the claims the parent thinks 
the family have upon him. 

51. So that if a Bill of this kind were to pass, providing that where no wills were made the 
381—D 

property 
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3.H.Pluukett, property should be divided among the next of kin, do you think such a law would be in 
sq Q general accordance with the wills made in the Colony? It would be in accordance with 

e '  
natural justice and equity; and, as I presume every parent must think that all his children 

14 July, 1858,  have a right to share in his bounty, the best distribution would be to divide his property 
equally among his children, according to the natural rule. 
5. So far as you have had an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the wills made in 
this Colony, would such a change in the law be in accordance with the provisions of these 
wills generally? I think it would be, and that it would not do violence to the feelings of 

any one here—I mean in this Colony. 
I speak of this country_supposing the law were altered as this Bill proposes to alter it., 

would such an alteration affect the trusts or settlements made on landed property—would it 
in any way defeat them ? There might be some increase of litigation in adjusting rights 
if property were to be sold under all circumstances as they would be under the Statute of 
Distributions: the executor would, I apprehend, be bound to sell. 
Is he bound to sell, or only empowered to sell? He is bound to realise as soon as 

possible, and we know that at certain times in this Colony sales are made under great 
disadvantage; but I am not prepared to give a general answer in the case of settlements 
and trusts, as to how they would be affected; they must be affected in some degree when 
the property passes into strange hands by sale ; but settlements and trusts made before the 
case of intestacy occurs would override a law that would guide intestacy. It would, 
however, be necessary, for the protection of their interests, to appear in any suit, and thus 

would be dragged into expense. 
That is to say, this law would not set aside these trusts and settlements—these would 

have still to be observed and carried out? Yes; but it might be difficult to adjust them 

without embarrassment and expense. 
If the person beneficially interested in these trusts or settlements objected to the land 

being disposed of, I presume that would actually prevent the land being disposed of? No; 
because, I presume, the interest to be disposed of would be over and above his vested 

interest. 
But be could still retain his interest in the land—be could still refuse to surrender? 

The land would be sold subject to trusts or liabilities: I am afraid it would generate litigation. 
Do you think it desirable that any. provision should be introduced into the Bill to 

provide for eases of this kind where trusts or settlements exist on landed property which 
has not been devised by will, and which would in any way obviate unnecessary litigation, 
or injustice ? If real property is to go according to the Statute of Distributions, like chattel 
property at present, there certainly ought to be a large discretion left to the person into 
whose hands it would come to work it to wait for a favorable market, if it must be sold. 

By .Mr. Faucett: To the administrator or curator? Yes. 

By M. Jones: You have stated one case that has come within your knowledge of the 
existing law working great injustice in a family—do you think if the law were altered, as 
proposed by this Bill, any such case could arise? I think not; it would be no injustice to 
one son when the law says be shall not be made a rich man in the family and the rest be 
all beggars. No one son ought to have any right, by the law of the land, in case of intestacy 
to step into his father's property to the exclusion of all the rest of his family. 
Have you reason to believe that injustice has not infrequently been occasioned by the 

present laws? I am afraid it has, very frequently. 
Then, while the existing law may, and does work injustice to the younger children of a 

family, such an alteration as that now proposed could not result in injustice to any children? 
I think not. I think the natural principles of equity would then guide; and in all cases 
where property was left every member of the family would have something for his education, 
and to start him in life. But in such a case as I before mentioned, where all is given to 
one, and the younger members of the family are left without anything, I think, looking at 
it in a national and public point of view, besides the injustice to individuals, it is a great 
misfortune, because they might be left without the means of maintenance or of education, 
whereas, if the property were equally distributed they would have the means of education; 
and I think, in our present circumstances, that the Legislature of the country ought to 
keep in view, as their pole-star, that it is their bounden duty to encourage, in every way, the 

education of all persons in the country. 
By Mr. Macart/cur: I would put this case to you: Suppose a family to consist of seven 

children—four sons and three daughters—that three of the younger sons and the three 
daughters have been provided for before the death of the owner of the landed estate, and 
hat he dies intestate—would there not be 'a very great injustice to the eldest son, who, 
under this Bill, would be entitled only to an equal portion with his younger brothers, whereas 
all the junior branches of the family have been provided for in some way already, probably 
out of the proceeds of the estate, or, it may have been, out of the exertions of the eldest 
son? A case of that kind might be .provided for by the Bill, as certainly there would be 
injustice in it; and English law already provides, in the case of coparcenery and other 

bases, what lawyers call 1cotcpot, and if the law of hotcpot 
were in such eases as that made 

applicable, I think there would be no injustice at all—it would meet exactly the case you 

suppose. 
I understood that the principle you recommend is, that the law should provide for the 

equitable distribution of real estate, not simply an equal, but an 
equitable distribution? If 

a proprietor dies intestate, an equitable distribution would be synonymous with an equal 
-distribution to all, both males and females. In the case of children being provided for, so 
that some would not require so much as the rest, I think it would be equitable then that the 

law of liotch pot 
should be brought in aid. So that, supposing a daughter or a son had 

received a marriage portion, that should be considered in the distribution. 
1 understood you to say that in France, although the law prescribed •a partition of the 

real' 
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real estate, that families, among themselves, come to an arrangement to avoid that partition J.H.Plunkett, 
in some instances ? So far as I can learn they do so among the peasantry—where the Esq., Q.O. 
property is too small for subdivision the brothers agree among themselves that one shall c' 
have the property, and that all shall assist in working, or they take a consideration for it. 14 July, 1855. 
In short, they make some arrangement that will keep the property in the family. 
1-Tave you never heard of a considerable inconvenience arising from that state of things: 

for instance, that a vineyard, or even an olive tree, might become the property of several per-
sons, and it would be necessary before the crop could be gathered that the whole of those 
parties should agree to the gathering of the crop ;—are you not aware that not only incOn- 
venience but serious loss sometimes arises in that way ? I am not aware of the details 
leading to any inconvenience, but it would be to the interest of all parties to remedy such 
inconvenience or loss. I can, however, imagine no such evil result as would follow from a 
man of ample property dying, and leaving a number of his children wholly unprovided for, 
entirely destitute, without either the means of maintaining or educating themselves, at an 
age when it would be all important to themselves, as well as to the country, that they should 
have the means and opportunity of being educated. I can concieve of no such inconvenience 
as that arising out of any subdivision of property. The subdivision of property, I believe, 
exists in Switzerland in the most thriving cantons, as it does in France, and is there as 
popular among the people as it is in France. The feelings of the people are engrafted upon 
it, and what may appear to us inconvenient, and likely to lead to great evils, has not that 
effect in those countries where the division of property by the laws of descent is allowed. 
I understood you to be opposed to any law which would enforce upon the proprietor of an 

estate a compulsory distribution of it, in a way which would not accord with his own special 
views ? Yes; I would not advocate the restriction of the owner of property in any way in 
disposing of it as he likes, but I think, in a national point of view, that the system of primo-
geniture according to the present law is likely to lead to great evils. The young heir-at-law 
to his father's property is more likely to take less trouble in educating himself, fitting him-
self for the business of the country, and making himself a really respectable man, than the 
younger sons, who know they will have to look out to make their own fortunes. Instead of 
desiring to have great men by reason of their landed possessions, I think we should encourage 
men to become great by the cultivation of their intellects, which they are not likely to do if 
they are not somewhat thrown on their own resources. 
Still I understood you to say you quite concurred in the principle that love of country 

sprung very much from love of a particular locality—what may be termed love of the soil 
itself—and the improvements that may have continued to he made in it through a series of 
years from generation to generation in the same family? No doubt; but in this country, 
where it is so much more easy to get land than in the old country, and in which it ought 
to be still easier, that love for a particular spot of the earth may be as deeply planted in 
what a man gets himself as in that which he inherits from his ancestors. 
Have you not had opportunities of observing that in this country there is the same 

attachment to particular spots on the part of families as what you have alluded to as existing 
in older countries? It is a principle engrafted in our nature to be fond of particular localities. 
I think the human species something like cats in that respect—they have strong local attach-
meats; but I think the principle of primogeniture is quite foreign to it. If one individual 
is to possess all the property of his father, and all the rest have no share, they will naturally 
regard him who takes all the valued spot of land with some degree of envy. 
BY Mv. P,ddington: Suppose the Legislature of this country abolished the law of 

primogeniture, do you think cases would occur, as put by Mr. Macarthur, where six out of 
seven children were provided for and no provision were made for the eldest—do you think a 
provident father would forget the interest of his eldest son? It might occur in cases of 
intestacy, unless provided against; and I know that men are so prone to postpone the making 
of their wills in this country particularly, that such cases are very likely to occur. I have 
myself frequently urged persons who I knew had not their wills made to attend to the matter, 
in order that their intention respecting the disposition of their property might be carried 
out. People postpone the matter from time to time, in some cases because they absurdly 
think it draws them nearer to the grave. There are, however, many persons in the remote 
bush who are not influenced by the foolish feeling I have alluded to, but who, from the want 
of the professional assistance which all men like to have in such cases, and which it is 
desirable they should have, postpone making their wills until they come to town, and perhaps 
die in the meantime. 
In cases where a parent has been already sufficiently provident to provide for six children 

out of seven, is it not a violent supposition to imagine that he would forget the interest of the 
seventh? He might from mere negligence; I cannot suppose any provident parent would 
do so. But I can fancy a case of this kind :—If a man had made an arrangement to-day to 
convert the personal property he had yesterday into land, the property as it was yesterday 
would have been equally distributed among his children in the event of his death; but if, 
after this conversion of personal property into land, and before making a will he were to die 
suddenly, the property would, under the present law, go into a different channel; the eldest, 
son would in such case take it all, to the exclusion of all the other children. 
The first clause of this Bill provides that in cases of intestacy all lands should be bold to. 

.be chattels real—if that clause were agreed to would not landed property follow the same 
course of distribution as personal property? Yes; it would amount to a declaration of law 
that would be equivalent to a will to the same effect. But evemi in drawing a will there are 
certain technical details to be kept in view, to guard against confusion or litigation. 
You know no reason why the laws applicable to the distribution of personal property 

should be altered? No, I would not touch them, certainly; the Statute of Distributions 
is so interwoven into our law that any disturbance of it might lead to mischievous con- 
sequences. - 

-.- 74! 
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J.H.Plunkett, 74. You see nothing inequitable in the present law? No. 
Esq., Q.O. 75. For the purposes of distribution in cases under this Bill, the land will not necessarily 
'•' be divided; it does not follow as a necessary consequence that the land shall be divided? I 
14 July, 1858. take it that it would be sold if the administrator or curator, or whatever else the person may 

be called, into whose hands it would come, could not be expected to farm, improve, or act in 
the same way with it as the proprietor. 
Nor necessarily to partition the property for sale? Nor to partition the property; but,  

if it were to go in the way I suggested, as property does to females and co-heiresses, then it 
would be partitioned, and be equitably and fairly distributed, without doing violence to family 
feelings or to the lore for the land that may exist in the breasts of the particular family. 

You are not prepared to suggest any arbitrary scheme for the distribution of property 
apart from the law as it exists? No. I think the abolition of primogeniture would d 
everything; it would then follow in the natural channel, well understood by all lawyers, as. 
in the case of co-heiresses. 
7. The third clause provides, that all sales of land under the Bill shall be subject to the 
approval of the .Judges—do you not think a clause of this nature is desirable to be retained? 
If the first clause is retained in its present shape I think it would be well to vest a discretion 
somewhere to prevent the unnecessary sale of properties. But I think it should go further, 
and in case it be unnecessary or undesirable to sell the property, discretion should then be 
vested somewhere for its its proper management. 
Do you think it would be advisable to provide for the continued management of the 

property of an intestate ? In some cases it would be necessary. Some of the parties entitled 
might be out of the country, and in the interim, until the wishes of all parties concerned 
were ascertained, it would be necessary to make some provision for the management of it. 
Do you think it absolutely necessary to contemplate the management of landed property 

by agents in cases of intestacy ? If land is to be taken into the hands of an officer of the 
Court or the Government, and if it is not to be sold at once, it would follow, as a matter of 
course, that some provision should be made for its management. A receiver or manager 
should be appointed, otherwise it would be waste. That was one of the difficulties felt with 
reference to the present Intestacy Act, regulating the duties of curator, that no provision 
was made for the management of landed property. I have known landed properties here 
that were not attended to at all. I recollect, in one instance, the next lacir happened to be 
in England, he did not know that the property had come to him, and it took a long time 
before a power of attorney 'could be sent out for any one to act. In the case of the late 
Colonel Leahy, who had purchased several grants in Illawarra, and left very large property—
property which I should say at the present time would be worth £50,000—he died suddenly 
at the Club House, and had no relative in the Colony, and there was no one to take charge 
of the landed property. At length his brother sent out a power of attorney to the Messrs. 
Campbell, of the wharf, but before that reached here, I understood the property was very 
much injured, and gone to waste for want of some person to look after it. 
Do you not think it is more in accordance with good policy that the Curator of Intestate 

Estates, or some official of the Supreme Court, should possess the absolute power of sale with-
out any restriction? I think it would be well to have some check over any officers, such as 
the third clause provides. 
Admitting that such check should exist, do you not think that the officers—the curators 

or administrators—should possess an absolute power of sale, subject to the examination or 
approval of the Judges? I have stated before that that might do violence to family feelings, 
and that those beneficially interested in the land ought to be consulted, and their feelings 
ought to have some control in the matter. 
Would not the proceeds of such a sale be held in trust for the interest of the family? Of 

course; but they might wish to have the land itself in the family, and if a sale were impera-
tive, it might be brought into the market in times such as we all recollect—the years 
1843 and 1844—when property did not produce one-tenth of its value. 
By M. Fauceit: You attribute a great many of the evils of Ireland to the state of the 

laws of descent—are you aware of any difference between the laws of England and Ireland 
in that respect? 'Under the old feudal law in England, in the natural course of things an 
aristocracy sprung up that is respected by the country, and interwoven with its constitution. 
In Ireland, there never was such an aristocracy since the law of primogeniture was introduced 
into it, and the would-be aristocracy that sprung out of it in Ireland was never worthy of the 
vespect in which the English aristocracy have ever been held. 

Have not the two states of things sprung up under the same system of laws? No; the 
English laws were never entirely engrafteci upon the Irish. The law of Poynings was intro-
duced into Ireland, not at the wish of the Irish themselves, but the English laws were forced 
upon Ireland, and transplanted to a soil which was never congenial or natural to them, and 
in which they never flourished; and the consequence was, that a mongrel aristocracy sprung 
up in Ireland, not respected in the same way as the English aristocracy is in England. 

I am speaking now simply of the law of primogeniture—is not the law of primogeniture 
the same in England as in Ireland, and has it not been for centuries? Yes, but not for the 
same length of time: it exists in Ireland only since James the First. 

Then if a different state of things exists in Ireland than that which exists in England 
must it not be attributed to some cause besides the law of primogeniture? The evils of 
Ireland branch into many different directions, and we must look at them as a whole; but r 
think the law of primogeniture has had a great share in producing them; for instance, in 
many parts of Ireland I know there are to this day, or were up to the time when I last knew 
it, very lage domains in the hands of proprietors to whom they had come by the law of 
primogeniture, large parks and waste lands kept up merely for family pride. These 
could never get into the hands of those who would make them profitable to the 
l4Itr7—..-I speak of places where agrarian outrages had arisen, in consequence of the want 

of 
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of land where there was the greatest demand for land—these large wastes were in the hands J.H.Plunkctt, 
of large proprietors in Ireland, kept for sheep and cattle, or merely from family pride, Esq.,Q.O. 
without producing anything at all worth speaking of; and if these had been divisible, the ----
law of primogeniture was the cause of this state of things, and if it bad been abolished it 14 July, 1868. would have been a great blessing to the country. 

The law of primogeniture in fact affects no other estates than those that are intestate? 
The law of prilnogeniture introduces a feeling in the country that generates the entails to 
lock up these large estates in one member of the family. 

I am not speaking now of the feeling with respect to the law. You are aware that the 
law of primogeniture cannot affect any estates but intestate estates? Not immediately__not directly. 

You have used the expression "the law of cntail"—what is it you mean by the law of 
entail ? The marriage settlements that are made to carry out the spirit of the law of primo-geniture,—tha

t gives to the eldest son, with a great many incumbrances, the family property,__these 
 incumbrances going from father to son, and from son to grandson, for 

generations, have locked up estates in such a way that they are not available to the com-
munity. Holding them in that way, the unfortunate eldest sons, who were themselves the 
victims of such a state of things, were almost persuaded that they were men of property, and 
lived as hospitably and expensively as their ancestors, forgetting all the encumbrances put 

M upon the property by those very ancestors. 
any who were perhaps not worth a farthing 

considered themselves men of property, and lived in that extravagant way. 
Still there was no law compelling  this entail—this marriage settlement? There was no 

direct law of compulsion; but I attribute the existence of this state of things to the law of 

roper 
primogeniture, because that induced a feeling which made people blindly follow this course as being p. 

Then, to use your argument, the marriage settlements  by which estates are entailed have 
arisen from a feeling of anxiety to carry still further the law of primogeniture? All these 
marriage settlements are guided by those feelings that are generated by the laws of primo-
geniture, and that I think to be injurious to the general welfare of the country. 
You state that the marriage settlements, and the entails in those settlements, have 

arisen from a desire on the part of the people to carry out the spirit of the law of primo-
geniture ? Yes, of the landed proprietors_not the people. 

94 If that be so, does it not rather shew that those who make these marriage settlements 
approve of the law of entail than that they are adverse to it? It proves that that feeling 
among the landed classes of Ireland was prevalent; but when I speak of Ireland I look to 
the general interest of the nation. - 

I am not asking as to the benefits of it, but merely as to the effects and arguments to be 
deduced from the facts you have stated. Do not you think the substance of the statemnts 
you have made comes to this, that the effort on the part of those who are making settlements, 
to make those settlements in accordance .w-ith the law of primogeniture, shews on their part 
a desire to carry still further that law? M 

been the victims of that very state of thngs. 

operation of the Encumbered Estates Act is thost decidedly; but they find now (and the 
e best proof of it), that they have themselves 

That is, they have been the victim
i

s of improvident settlements? No, rather of the 
improvidence produced by those settlements. 

And flowing from the settlements? And flowing from the settlements. 
result of my reflections In truth, the 

on the subject is, that the notions of the old landed interest of 
Ireland were not in accordance with the general good of the country. I know there are 
many what in Ireland are called mountains kept merely for shooting grouse upon them. 
These, like our waste lands here, if sold, could be reclaimed and made productive; indeed, 
there would be sufficient cultivable land for the wants of thousande of the people without 
emigrating at all; but the great desire to have large landed poSsessions, I think, mars the 
best interests of the country. 

With respect to the transfer of lands—at present the transfer of lands is in many eases very simple? Yes 

Land can be transferred in a room without the parties ever seeing it, and this is com-
monly done here? Yes, but by deed or writing. 'Upon that subject there is a very 
instructive chapter in Lord St. Leonard's little book lately published, which it would be well 
worth the while of any member of the Committee to read. 

Do you think it would be advisable to reduce the method of transferring land, as nearly 
as possible, to the simplicity of method used in transferring railway shares ? I am afraid 
that would be impossible. Even in the many suggestions made by Lord Brougham for shortening 

 forms I do not see that he recommends such a course. I fear it would lead to confusion. 

In principle is not a railway, not considering the movable or moving stock upon it, as 
much landed property as any land in the world? Of course, 

Then the interest in a railway is the same as the interest in land? That depends upon 
the circumstances_,

tllere may be shares in the profits of working without an interest 
in the land. 

Take the ease of an ordinary private company—the company own the railway and own 
the land—is there any difference between the interest the company have in the railway and 
the interest a private individual has in his landed estate? I think there is some difference, 
because the company have the land for a particular purpose, and cannot deviate from that 
purpose; whereas a proprietor of land may do what he likes with his own land. The mem-
bers of a company are bound to each other for a certain state of things They are new 
companies, but by the old law mining companies are considered to be regulated by the 
principles that regulate landed property, and I suppose the same principles would guide 
railways 
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J.I1.Plunktt, 104. Take a mining company: Suppose a company purchase a piece of land for the purpose 

Si., 0-of mining, has not the company, as a body, the same interest in that land as a private 0. it? It is a different sort of interest, for it is 
individual would have if he had purchased  

14 Jul'r, 1858. purchased for one purpose. 
They purchase the land out-and-out, but they know it is good for mining, and they use 

it for mining? Yes. If the company wanted to transfer their interest they would have to do it in the same 

way as private persons? Yes, I believe so. you thought it advisable landed estate should he distributed in 
I understood you to say  state--that is, in some manner different from the 

some manner different from personal e  
Statute of Distributions. I have here Blackstofle with reference to the Statute of Distribu-
tions, he says, " One-third shall go to the widow of the intestate, and the residue in equal 

there are no children or 
proportions to his children, or, if dead, to their 

representatives; if  

legal r
epresentatives subsisting, then a moiety shall go the widow, and a moiety to the next 

of kindred, in equal degree, and their r
epresentativcS" and so on. Now if the principle of 

this Bill be carried out,
, do you think that would be a fair distribution? I think it is a 

distribution that is acknowledged to be just. 
I assume that to be just with regard to p

ersonaltY? It has been in force since 

the reign of Charles 2nd, and it has not been complained of. There is one observation I beg 
I do not know whether it is intended as part of the 

to make with respect to the widow.  
scheme proposed by this Bill to interfere with the dower of a widow. Unless barred in the 
way prescribed by the present law, she would have an inherent right to her thirds of the land 
during her life only, and some provision should be made in that case that she should, if the 

ut to her election. Where she would 
Statute of Distributions is taken to be the guide, be p  
be entitled to thirds by right of dower she should not also be entitled to the one-third or half 
of the land under the Statute of Distributions. That should be provided for expressly. 
109 If the Act stands as it is, that all real property be reduced to chattels real, that, you 
say, would do away with the right of dower as it now stands? According to the Statute of 

case of no issue the widow would be entitled to one-half, that is more 
Distributions, in the  
than the law of dower ever gave to a wife, even for her life. 
110 If the Bill passed in this way, would it not take away altogether the widow's right of 

ight of dower is inherent upon the marriage, which of 
dower? Not entirely ; because the r  
course precedes the intestacy. the land remains freehold, not if the land becomes 

That is on the principle that  
chattels—the right of dower does not remain if the land is reduced to chattels: in 
other words, if this Bill passes will the right of dower be seriously affected? I think not, 
because, as this Bill contemplates that real estate shall only be interfered with in eases of 
intestacy, and it cannot impliedly interfere with dower, because by marriage the wife has an 
inherent right to one-third of the land, and therefore she would, unless barred, have her third, 

whether the husband made a will or not. 
That is in the present state of the law? Yes. 
As that Bill stands, would not that right be altogether taken away? I think not. It 

appears to me as that Bill stands, and as the Statute of Distributions would operate, the wife 
would have not only her thirds by common law relating to dower, but she would be entitled 

to half over and above. Then, according to your opinion I understand that she would have, if this Bill passed, ,  
first one-third, according to the Statute of Distributions here, and secondly the right of dower 
in addition—is that what 1 understand? Yes; she would have more than the law contem-
plated or ought to coiitemplate first, she would have her right to dower, and then, if there 

e contrary, she would be entitled, not to an estate 
fo 

were not some express provision to th 
r 

t 
life, but would come in to have one-half 

entirely, 
he same as the others. It is not life estate 

the Statute of Distributions contemplates, but the whole, so that if the real property of an 
estate were sold, and he had left no children, his widow would be entitled to one-half of the 
whole estate over and above what she would be entitled to at present. 

Then, according to that, she would be entitled to two-thirds if this Bill passed—first, to 
her third by right of dower, and second, to her third under the Statute of Distributions? 
Yes; but I think no wife ought to have more out of the land by law than she is entitled to 
by common law, that is one-third during her life. If it is intended that the Statute of Disti'i-
butions should operate, I think she should be put to her election, and if she rests on the 
right she has under the Dower Act she should have no more; her life interest should then 
be calculated, and she should get her share according to that calculation, and the rest should 

go among the children. 116 As you have not considered this Bill, of course some of these questions must come upon 

you by su
rpriseDo you not think the object of this first clause is to take away all right of 

dower, and to give the third, or whatever portion it is that is given by the Statute of Distri-
butions? If that is the object, it is necessary to express it, which it does not do at present; 
and I think it ought to be a matter of consideration whether the dower which a wife is 

estate, should be converted into an absolute estate, for it 
entitled to, which is only a life  
makes all the difference—the distribution among the children would be a distribution of the 
whole unreservedly, whereas the wife, under our law, is only entitled to an estate for her 
own life out of the land of her husband; and I think any calculation with respect to land 

should be made upon the old law of her life estate. 
Then you think an express provision to that effect should be introduced into the Act? 

Certainly, or the greatest confusion would arise. 
With respect to the sales of these large squatting p

roperties_which are all personalty— 

into the hands of the administrator, the administrator has the power to 
where they come  manage it at his discretion, like any other property? I believe he takes a discretion, but I 

doubt 
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doubt whether, according to the strict law, and the policy of the law, any officer of any JJI.Plunkett, 
kind is allowed to manage; his business is to sell, and convert everything into cash. Esq., Q.O. 

Do you think an express provision, giving the administrator or curator a discretion to  
sell at whatever period he may find advantageous, should be introduced into the Bill? I 14July, 1858. 

think it would be wise to do so, and also that all parties concerned should have a voice as to 
the expediency or desirableness of selling at all. I think it might safely be left in the hands 
of the Court. 

When you consider that the administrator is the next of kin, or "the next friend," as 
he is called, do you think a sufficient security is given by that means, so that he might be 
trusted with a discretionary power? I would rather leave the discretion in the hands of the 
Court than in any administrator. The fact of a man being connected by blood is not a 
suffieient guarantee that he will exercise a wise discretion, or disinterested one. 

By dir. Ears/er: The right of dower is a common law right you say? Yes. 
It attaches only to real estate, and not to personalty? Yes. 
Then if real estate by this Act were expressly converted into personalty, how can you 

suppose the right of dower attaches to it? It is converted into personalty only if the 
proprietor dies without making a will—it is treated from that moment as personal estate; 
but suppose he has married ten years before he dies intestate, unless his wife has barred the 
dower, by jointure or by other way, she has the inherent right to the thirds of the land. 
Whether sold in the life time of her husband or not, the right of dower must be sold along 
with it The contingency of her living after him in case he disposes of it in his life time 
must be considered by the purchaser. It is a common law right dating from her marriage, 
and she cannot be divested of that by her husband dying intestate. 

Did you not say that in cases of jointure, and also of some settlements, she is divested 
of right of dower? Yes; but I speak of cases where thç wife is entitled to dower where it 
is not barred. 

There are many cases where a jointure will bar a dower, even where it is not expressly 
barred? Jointure is, I believe, always given in lieu of dower. 

Are there not cases of settlement where the dower is inipliedly barred? There is no 
difficulty in barring dower, but if a man gets married to a woman without any settlement at 
all, if he gets a deed or conveyance of inheritable land without barring her, she has a common 
law right that will attach. 

But the dower can be barred now by a simple deed? Yes. 
If that he the case, what becomes of this inherent right? There is no inherent right 

if it is barred; but I speak of ordinary cases. There are very few marriage settlements here, 
and all who obtain grants from the Crown get those grants without ever thinking of having 
dower barred; but it would be very easy to guard against dower attaching. 

By JJi. Fauceit: I will put a very simple case that will shew my meaning :—Suppose a 
grant from the Crown to be made to a man, his wife that moment acquires what you call the 
inherent right to dower; he makes no will, and during his life she possesses that inherent 
right,—if that Bill should pass now, and he should die intestate, would not that Bill deprive 
her at once of the right of dower? I think not, as it stands at present. 

By Air. Pddingion: Not taking into consideration the actual alteration of real pro-
perty into personalty effected by the first clause, by that clause immediately on his decease 
the character of the property changes? That change of character would give to her under 
the Statute of Distributions over and above what is vested in her before. That, I think, 
would be the effect; but it would be very easy to give her the option. You cannot interfere 
with her marital right without altering the law of dower altogether; but you might require 
her to elect which she would take, so as not to give her both. 

Upon the supposition that she has a right to dower? Yes; but I question very much 
whether the wife ought to be entitled under the Statute of Distributions at all to the entire 
part of the produce of landed property. 

To the proceeds absolutely ? To the proceeds absolutely, because a man and his wife 
may live together for fifty years and the wife at the time of her husband's death may be so 
old and feeble that no insurance company would insure her life for one year. In such a 
case, I think, it would be hard on the family that she should have her share under the 
Statute of Distributions equally with the other members. 

By Mi'. Fan cell: Under this Bill she gets one-third of the proceeds of this land in fee? 
I think that is more than she should have, she should have her third during life, and that 
might be a life that no insurance company would insure for a year, and if you transfer pro-
perty, as contemplated by this Bill in the case of a widow having no family, she would 
actually have one-half her husband's property to give, or would descend to her own relatives, 
away from her husband's family,—that I think would be unjust in principle. 

By the Chairman: Has the wife any right of dower in chattels real? None; only in 
estates of inheritance. 

A proviso might be made restricting the wife to the alternative to have either her 
dower or her share under the Statute of Distributions? That is what I suggest, calculating 
only a life interest in respect to the land. 

FR IDA Y, 
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FRIDAY, 16 JULY, 1858. 

Ma. MURRAY, Ma. J. MACARTHUR, 
Ma. FORSTER, Ma. PIDDINGTON. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

The Hon. James Norton, Esq., M. L. C., called in and examined 
The Ion. 1. By the Chairman : You are a solicitor in Sydney? I am. 
JS1OrtOU, 2. Have you been very long in practice in the town? Nearly 40 years. 

3 Do you know what in law constitutes the difference between real and personal property ? 

16 July, 1858 do. 
What is the difference? Real estate is that property which has the quality of immo- 

bility and legal indeterminate duration, which is transferred by a deed, (that is, an inst.ru-
anent under seal.) and is the subject of uses. Real estate descends to the eldest son. if no 
son, daughters, however numerous, constitute one heir, and are denominated coparcdners. 
Persoual estate, called chattels, consists of all movable property, including money, and what 
are called chattels real, which comprise terms for years in lands, presentation to a church, 
elegit, and other things, which arise out of real estate, and have the quality of immobility, 
but want the other quality of real estate, indeterminate duration, and this want constitutes 
them chattels. 
Well, copyhold estate is not freehold? No. 
An estate held for 099years is not real estate? No. 
Yet land held, under these tenures are immovable as any other lands? No doubt the 

land is, but the party entitled has only the use of the land under certain conditions, not the 
land itself, and his interest is limited. The owner of copyhold lands fornier]y held at the 
will of the lord or owner in fee. That will has been much restrained and modified, but when 
a sale takes place the land is still surrendered to the lord, who re-greats to the purchaser; 
some copyhoids descend to the heir-at-law, and are called copyholds of inheritance; some 
descend to the eldest sister or niece; some, by custom, to all children equally. The owner is 
never capable of transmitting the property except by means of a surrender to the lord and 
a re-grant by him. 
But the peculiar characteristics which you have adverted to as properly belonging to real 

estate, and distinguishing real estate from personal estate, apply just as strongly to copyhold 
land held by copyhold, and to the land held under a lease for years, as they do to freehold 
property, the immovability of the thing being the same? Yes, 
Wrell,  you adverted to the laws of descent as affecting two descriptions of property in a 

different manner—in the case of intestacy, the freehold property goes to the heir-at-law? 
'Yes. 

But, in cases of intestacy, land held under copyhold, or under a lease, goes to the 
children—is divided among the sons generally? Copyholds generally descend to all the 
children equally ; leasehold lands always. 

But lands held under copyhold have passed from generation to generation ? Yes, by 
means of surrender and re-grant. 
In the course of your experience have you any information of any evil resulting from 

the descent of land by copyhold or lease for years? I am not aware that any inconvenience 
has resulted from such modes of holding lands. I cannot suppose that a tenant for a term 
of years, however long, supposes that it would descend to his heir-at-law, or to any particular 
member of his family. 

Then, in fact, the descent of the land by primogeniture in the event of intestacy is the 
great peculiarity which distinguishes real property from personal property ? It is one of 
the peculiarities. 
Now, can you inform the Committee when that law of primogeniture first began to affect 

landed property in that way? I am not able to answer the question without a reference to 
authorities. The law may possibly have come into operation at various dates. It is, however, 
part of the feudal law, and has been recognised for so many generations that Englishmen have 
conformed to its operation. 
It is altogether a feudal institution ? Possibly so. 
Introduced into England at the time of the Conquest? I cannot say that. It is 

extremely probable that it might have existed in Scotland before the Conquest. It is 
impossible to rend the obscure and early history of cianship without suspecting that the law 
of primogeniture was in operation long before the Conquest. 
You are aware of the law of gavelkind—is that not a remnant of the Saxon law? It 

is, and I believe that it has long been entirely confined to some parts of Kent. 
Is it not established in Kent rather in consequence of the Kentishmen at the time of the 

CLnquest having insisted on the maintenance of their own Saxon laws? Possibly ; but had 
I been aware of your intention to put the question I would have looked into the history of 
the law. Practically, it is not important to know when or under what circumstances the law 
was introduced, but in what manner it affects those who are brought under its operation. 

Are you aware that any evil at all has resulted from the existence of this law of gavel-
kind in Kent., which law is so much at variance with the common law generally in reference 
to landed property? I have had no' opportunity of judging. I never lived in Kent, I believe 
the only part of England in which lands are held on this tenure, and without local experience 
I could express no opinion. I cannot, however, conceive any difficulty to result from the 
law. I may, however, add, that lands in gavelkind descend to the sons only, in exclusion of 
the daughters, and the difficulty arising from the disability of married women does not there-
fore affect the parties holding. 
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20. You cannot conceive any difficulty from the alteration .5n the law? No; I cannot The Hon.' 
cunceive that any difficulty is felt by those who hold under that particular law, because, I 
suppose, they have conformed to it. q,.,, 

21, Well, in a country like this, new as it is, we may suppose that the people would also 
conform to a particular law? The alteration of the law of descent may,. no doubt, be less 6 u 
mischievous in a new country than in an old one. .- - 

Then there may be objections to any alterations of the law in this respect in England 
which do not at all apply to a country like this? Certainly. 

But you perceive by the law under consideration that  no interference whatsoever-
with the right-s of individuals in the, disposal of their own property by will is contemplated ? 
I assume that we are not pursuing the course adopted by France, that is, to take away the 
right of the owner to devise his lands in such way as be may think proper.- 
Well, have you become acquainted, in your experience as a solicitor, with cases of hard-

ship which have arisen in consequence of the distribution of landed property in families in 
consequence of the law of primogeniture ? I know of one ease of hardship—not of great. 
hardship, because the only question was whether certain children should each have land - 
wurth a few hundred pounds, or whether the whole should go to the heir-at-law. I cannot 
doubt that there may be many cases of hardship. - 
That information comes under your own knowledge? Yes. I hare known an heir-at-law 

possess himself of the entire real estate of his father without making any provisiolr for his 
sisters and younger brothers. 

Do you know anything of the case of the late Mr. B— ? I have heard-that he died - 
with an imperfect will, or with no will at all. Tinder the old will Act, lands acquired, 
after publication, did not pass. Wills now speak from the death of the testator. There are 
comparatively few cases affected by wills prepared before the present Act came into operation. 
But it is clear that such cases as that of Mr. B— are not likely to occur again. - But 

the fact is, Mr. B— died intestate, and other men will die intestate ? I assume, of course, 
that men do frequently die intestate. The cases of real estate acquired after the date of a 
will, prepared under the old will Act, may be cured by a Colonial enactment, passed to 
declare that a.will under the old shall in future, like a will under the present Act, speak. 
from the death of the testator. 

But men will continue to die intestate.? Inevitably men will do so. 
Well then, can you give any good reason why, in the present state of. things in this 

Colony, and in all, that we may reasonably contemplate in regard to the future social con-
dition of this country, it is at all advisable that our legislation here should abide by that 
law of primogeniture? It would be impossible to explain my views -without a lengthened 
address.  

We -will put it all down ? I do not think - it proper to do so. I slcall, however, be 
happy to give you my opinion upon the subject, and afterwards to answer any questions you 
may think it:cxpedicnt to-put to me. The question involves infinitely more than you conceive. 
Men do not neglect to make wills hecauae they are careless or unfeeling, but because they 
are incapable of knowing how to make thni, because they have not advisers capable of 
directing them, and because where they are ever so well di-ected they deal with the 
mysterious, future. As you have been pleased to ask my opinion of the expediency of 

abolishing, in this young Colony, the descent to the eldest son of real estates, 1 will endeavor 
with all candour to explain'what I conceive would be the operation of the change in the law 
proposed in the present Bill. Whatever may be the operation in America of a law for the 
equal distribution amongstthe children of an intestate of his real estate, I believe that in 
this Colony it would be most injurious. Speculation may be said to be the genius of 
America. Her citizens-are found in all parts of the world, and push their adventures into 
all lands. This genius does not at present distinguish the people of this Colony; I hope it 
never will do so. I believe that true Englishmen carry with 'them into all lands a respect 
for the laws of the parent land; and it may be fairly assumed that many who die without 
wills intend to adopt the law which gives their lands to their eldest sons. If the distribution 
of real estate amongst all the children be most beneficial to the community, surely the 
people would be benefited -by the enactment of the law of France, and the division of real 
estate between all the children of every parent who dies seized of lands; but I believe - 
that in the great majority of cases brought under the operation of a law for the equal 
distribution of land amongst the children of a deceased proprietor, the property would - 
be totally destroyed. What benefit has resulted to the French people from such a law? 
Certainly not the maintenance of the class of gentlemen who are returned to the I-louse of 
Commons. It has been justly said that England is distinguished from France by the existence 
in the former country of a vast body of gentlemen at all times prepared to support the 
character of their country and uphold her institutions, and who constitute the great Con-
servative class—gentlemen who could at once lay down £20,000 for the purchase of an 
estate, and who by the training and education of their sons qualify them to fill the highest 
offices in the state, and who are never absent from the post of danger when the interest or 
the honour of their country demands their support. Look at the "stately homes of 
England," how many are possessed by untitled gentlemen I In these homes, transmitted 
from sire to son without the intervention of a will, a noble shelter has ever been found for 
time widow and younger children of the ancestor. I take the law of descent to have followed, 
as most laws do, and as all laws should do, the taste of the people. I take the law to have 
perpetuated in . the absence of a will the course of descent the testator himself would, 
in the vast majority of cases, have devised. It is the great object of English gentlemen 
to leave their fine estate in the hands of representatives who can sustain' the character 
which distinguished their ancestors and themselves, and who shall themselves belong to the 
Parliament of their country—who shall be heard in the national councils. It is an object 
with such gentlemen to lay by, fortunes for the younger or less gifted branches of their 
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The Hon. families, to embark them in mercantile pursuits, to enable them to sustain the honour of 
JamesNorton, their country in embassies, and to guard that country with their arms. I believe that the 
Esq., 

M.L.O. law of primogeniture prescribes a course of descent which the owner of the estate, had he 
made his will, would geera1ly have adopted. I believe this preeminently to be the case with 

lOin 
Scotland. It is impossibe to look at that country, with all her snowy hills and barren 
heaths, without feeling that this law has preserved her high character. There we find 
that one son inherits the mountains of his ancestor, or his fertile plains, and that the 
rest are trained from their infancy to understand that they must rely on their own exertions 
for their-fortunes. They, from their earliest years, exert themselves to provide the means of 
establishing, in other lands and under other circumstances, a home, in place of that which is 
to them a schoolhouse, or a place of temporary residence. 1 cannot look at the great men 
who have served England so well, who have found places of the highest distinction in all 
lands, without feeling that they owe much to the law of primogeniture. I turn to France, 
and there I find a dozen children each of whom claims his right to a participation in the 
estate of his father. They have no disposition to wander into the world. Without the 
genius of America, they turn their attention to the pittance that will become their own 
they fall back upon their paltry estate, unaroused to that exertion which would enable them 
to strike into a nobler path. They feel that, at all events, they shall be provided for, and 
they cling to their miserable inheritance. It is obvious to every- person of reflection 
that eventually this mode of distribution must come to an end. I know it is too often said 
that in new countries the lands are unbounded—so is the poverty of the people. It is difficult 
enough to make of the sterile wilderness a habitable place. The man who settles in a new 
country generally finds it necessary to expend all his means upon the establishment of his 
domain, too often to mortgage it, and very often deeply to encumber himself, in order 
to provide a house for his family, and to educate and qualify his younger children for 
the exercise of the professions and calhings which belong to a new country, or which 
ought to belong to it. The father dies, and the eldest son takes possession, and I 
believe that there are few cases either here or in England in which the eldest son has 
not afforded shelter to his mother and the younger children. The affection of the widow 
and children lingers round their early home, and finds a resting place on the domestic hearth. 
What owner of land, I would ask, would labor to provide a home. for his children that may 
at his death be disposed of at a forced sale or destroyed by a miserable partition ? What 
heir would expel from his home his younger brothers and sisters—forget the mother who 
made his domestic hearth the rallying place of those she loved. Who would substitute for 
the sacred ties that bind him to his family the barren obligations of an Act of Parlia-
ment? By the proposed law of distribution, children of tender age are to leave scenes 
endeared to them by the presence of those they have been accustomed to revere and love, to 
leave a home which is to pass into the hands of the unscrupulous publican or the successful 
cattle dealer, and that for the purpose of making a provision for them. how, I would 
ask, are they to be provided for by this law? Row is the estate to be distributed? 
Are you to have a partition suit, or are you to cut up the estate and cheat the 
infants? Are you to make a forced sale, or are you to charge a Judge, who has 
already vast duties cast upon him, with the consideration of a case of which he is 
profoundly ignorant, and of the interest of a family with the genius and character 'of 
which he is perfectly unacquainted ?- Is the estate to be sold, if a purchaser can be 
found, at any price, and the family to be turned out of doors ? Everything to be 
broken up, and that which the anxious owner thought would afford a shelter to his 
family be thrown away for a sum of money too small even to meet their immediate wants. 
First,you must consider the case of the widow. She, poor woman, turned out of the house, is 
compelled to apply herself to the humble occupations which are alone Open to her. She 
must, I suppose, have one-third of the money resulting from a sale of her husband's real 
estate, and this money her pressing wants will, too probably, compel her to expend in 
clothing and feeding her helpless children. But two-thirds are to be invested for the benefit 
of the infants. Invested Where is investment to be found? Real estate is gone for ever. 
But it can be invested in the purchase of debentures at 4 or 5 per cent. The security, perhaps, 
of a Government involved in all the follies that Governments, in such countries as this, do 
become involved in—a security the Government may be unable to provide the interest for; yet 
such may be the only investment to be found for her children's share of the property—an invest-
ment that may in a few years t-ake the complexion of Brazilian Bonds, and involve the total 
toss of the pittance these poor children are entitled to. But they may actually receive 41  per 
cent. on £120. Better be deprived of everything. Better they should not be cheated into the 
belief that a provision had been made for them out of the wreck of their poor father's estate. 
To avoid these difficulties, perhaps the estate is to he actually divided amongst the children. 
This course, however, is beset with difficulties. Is a partition suit to be filed in the Court of 
Chancery? or by what other means is partition to be made ? Surely those who have a right 
to the estate have a right to keep and use it. Why should their interests be destroyed by a 
ruinous and forced sale? Why should not the poor child who is entitled to one-tenth part of 
the estate have it? But if there be a mansion, whose shall the mansion be? TI:ere are ten 
children Is one unfortunate man to have a mansion he cannot live in, and that without 
land to sustain it? and another to have land without a shelter from the rain? Seven 
of these persons happen to be of full age. They may agree among themselves. Perhaps 
-one is rich enough to buy the whole; but what are you to do with the infants ? Is it pro- 
posed to make a law to deprive infancy of the protection which has by the laws now in force 
been so solemnly drawn around it, so strictly applied as often to lead to undue tenderness in 
the administration of justice? But how would the parties to whom the lands descended take? 
By the proposed law necessarily as joint tenants. Suppose three of these joint tenants to be 
married women, and infants, how could they agree to a partition? But get over the difficult 
question as to the mode of division, and imagine it to have been completed. Suppose 

- - that 
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that during their minorities three of the, ten children die, leaving numerous children— The Hon. 
what is to become of them? The estates. of their joint tenant parents do not go to them, JmosNorton, 
but to the surviving joint tenants, and the children of the parties so dying are cheated, . 
are deprived of all interest in their parents' lands. . Suppose, to avoid this injustice, 
you enact that the children shall take as tenants in common : what then ? . The estate 16 Jul., 1808. 
must still be divided, perhaps between seventeen children and grandchildren, many of the 
latter infants. How is this to be accomplished ? Is an endless partition suit to  swallow 
up the value of the estate? Is it proposed that we should legislate upon a subject in 
ignorance of the consequences of the law—in the hope that some mode of dealing with the 
question may be found in America.? My experience of partition. suits, under much more 
favorable circumstances, compels me to believe that they must ever be most expensive, 
frcquently most unsatisfactory. I was concerned in a partition suit in which the surveyors 
received upwards of £3,000—and their charges were not unreasonable. Are you to distribute 
estates, or are you to give them to any low fellow who may happen to have a little money in 
his pocket, and against whom nobody else is inclined to bid? If the estate be divided the 
widow must take one-third. She may marry again, and have a family by her second hus-
band. She cannot make a will. She dies and'leaves five children by her second husband. 
Now this estate descended from Jobson, but in the distribution of her estate the children of 
the second husband must participate with those of her first husband. How greatly is the 
difficulty of distribution increased The second marriage of the widow is only one  of the 
contingencies which may. arise. Suppose the owner of -lands to leave a great many children, 
married and unmarried, some of age and some not of age. The children are joint tenants, or 
tenants in.eommon. If joint t.ensnts, the issue of all children but the last survivor would 
be deprived of all interest. This can hardly be the object of the proposed Act. But if the 
children arc tenants in common—some in Ireland, some in Scotland, and some in England, 
or possibly scattered over the world—how are they to be reached? They die befOre 
partition can be effected, and leave innumerable representatives perfectly unknown. 
Who is to find them out—who to guard their interests? Are you to sell their property 
for whatever it will bring, and, should they be discovered, to tell them that the noble posses-
sion their ancestor intended for them was thrown away, but that a pittance had been invested 
in the purchase of a debenture, possibly unsaleable ? But there is another class of persons 
who would be affected by the proposed law—mortgagecs, those who lent their money before 
the proposed law was thought of—how are they to get back their money, or obtain' a title to 
the mortgaged est.ate? The niortgagee may have a power of sale—most mort'gagees have—
but with all his powers of sale lie has to find a purchaser.' If the estate will not sell what 
is lie to do? Take possession ! Alas! with no knowledge which would enable him to 
manage it. What could a trustee under a will, or a settlement, do with-the lands on which 
he held a mortgage, and for which he might be unable to obtajn a tenant? Against whom 
could the mortgagee foreclose, the estate? He must first find out the representatives of the 
mortgagor. A foreclosure will fail to give the mortgagee a title to the land unless every 
person who has an interest in it., however small, be made a party to the suit. What are 
trustees of existing marriage settlements to do? They are generally directed to invest the 
moneys entrusted to them in Government or real securities. Marriage settlements are the 
acts of the provident, and are entitled to the highest protection—are they to be cast to the 
winds? I happen to be acquainted with a gentleman of high character and great under-
standing, who resided for several years at the Cape of Good Flope, in which Colony the estates 
descend to all ,the children equally. I have heard that gentleman. say that intestaeies 
were there of frequent occurrence; and he added, "I can hardly charge' myself with an 
instance in which animosity did not spring up between parties' entitled to the property, 
entirely fatal to their ,peace and unity." In 'a great number of eases family ties 
were completely destroyed. In the desire to purchase the family property the parties 
entitled bid against each other with the hostility of savages, and frequently ruin each other; 
and those who have been reared together separate with 'a determination never to acknow-
ledge the relationship' that exists between them, while their hatred is transmitted from 
father to son, and concentrated into the bitterness that formerly divided one Highland clan 
from another. 

By the CJiom,'rnai: Does anything of that kind exist in Kent, do you know? I cannot 
say what exists in Kent; it is enough that it may exist somewhere. 

I'erhaps the Kentish men make their wills? There may be grievances in Kent we are 
unacquainted with; and by adopting one of their laws we may rush on evils we have never 
contemplated. The question is, not what mischief a law does, but what it may do. How is 
it proposed to get over the difficulty of partition—how to provide for money investment? 
How are you to provide for vast numbers of absent persons? England is occupied by people 
who can generally be found on the spot—who are easily traced. That is not the condition 
of the people of this country; one is from Ireland, another is from Scotland, another from 
Germany, some from all parts of the world. Our relations are spread over the world; theirs 
are concentrated. 

By Mr. PmdLlingfon: You are aware that the county of Kent is one of the most flourishing 
counties in England ? It may be so; ' but it does not follow that its flourishing condition is 
owing to its law of gavelkind. 

Are you not aware that the law of gavelkind 'is considered a privilege? Anything may 
be thought a privilege. There is, I believe, in one part of England a law under which the 
youngest son, not the eldest, is the heir-at-law; and this is thought to be a privilege, 
although it is said to have its origin in a privilege the most 'degrading. But the question is, 
not what is thought to be a privilege, but. what laws it is necessary or expedient to introduce 
into the Colony; whether it is desirable .to overturn, what is also thought to be a high 
privilege—_to inherit the noble laws of England; to inherit laws of descent intimately 
connected with the high character and glory of that country ;—whether we should a,dopt 

principles - 
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The Hon. principles which, whether wise or not, have sustained the most distinguished nobility, the 
Jantesortoii, most highly.gifted commonalty. 
Lsq., M.L.O. - 3a. But t s not ntended by -this Bill, or by the supporters of the Bill, to interfere with i i i  

6 
u 1 1 8 the right of e ntail? How-are you to entail personal estate? If the question were entirely 

86 new, and we had assembled from all parts of the world to frame laws for our goi'erument, 
the inquiry would have assumed a very different aspect; but we are not in that condition; we 
have brought with us our laws, our prejudices, and our institutiotis, and we have no right to 
trifle with laws so beneficial to the parent land by experiments that may unsettle those laws 
without the assurance of certain advantage to the community. I think that the proposed law 
would ruin the very persons it is intended to provide for. I believe to sweep away the 
domestic relations, to destroy our early homes, and wholly to blot from memory the scenes of 
childhood, would be an unwarrantable and most dangerous act. I do believe that the 
character of Englishmen is bound up with such things, and I hope to see this Colony walk- 
ing, at however great a distance, in the footsteps of a country that has numbered amongst 
her sons men that have commanded the respect of all civilized nations. 

But the lxw  of primogeniture still exists in England? Certainly. 
And it has not been sufficient to preserve England from the profanation you expect? 

Possibly not. 
Very poor security then? I should think very little of the wisdom of those who, because 

they were on certain occasions unable to keep out injudicious innovations, therefore abandoned 

the principles they professed. 
I should suppose that you thought the law of priniogeniture a very impervious and strong 

fence? You are mistaken; but I believe the law of primogeniture to be intimately connected 
with national character and security.. 

By the Uharnian: Might I have the honor of asking one question : Is there any thing 

in the nature of landed property which entitles it to be dealt with in a different manner to 
personal property? I coneive that it has a tendency to encourage and support all the 
relations that spring out of fixed residence and family ties. 

Therefore, you would give the land in cases of intestacy to one individual and leave the 
rest destitute? The younger branches of a family may find a shelter in the house of their 
brother, which would be destroyed by the proposed law. 

By 3fr. Fiddinglon: From what you have said, I should gather that your reverence 
for landed property arises from conuectin-g the land with the idea of immovability, to a great 
extent? No; but from its creation of families, and its influence on the character. 

But although real estate is immovable the possessors are not immovable; they are 
liable to the changes of this mortal sphere? Very true. 

They glide away from theposSession of realestatc as rapidly as from personal estate? 
Why then facilitate the destruction of ties and relationships already too ephemeral ? 
45.. Do you see any necessary connection between the law abolishing the custom of primo- 

geniture and the French -law which you have alluded to? I do; I see that it is so much 
French as the proposed law operates: it may be one-tenth, or one-fourth, but to the full 

extent of its operation it is the French law. 
Are you aware what is the French law existing now in reference  to the division of landed 

property? I understand that the law is absolute ñow—that it compels the equal division of 
all landed property amongst all the descendants. 

Admitting that it be the French law that the owner of landed property is deprived of 
absolute power to divide-his property—in cases of intestacy, is there any connection between 
that law, and the law which simply abolishes the custom of primogeniture? The French law 
enacts that all lands shall descend, and the proposed law that certain lands shall descend, in 
such a way. The connection between them is a rule of three question. I should not be 
much surprised, if this law were carried into effect, at a proposition that the right of making 
wills should be taken away,-on the ground that it is a scandalous thing that a man should 
legislate for his family, and that he ought, like the Fremichnian, to be deprived of the power 

to interfere with the law. 
That is merely a matter of opinion, is it not? I suppose that if the law is opposed to 

the usual testamentary disposition, the inference must necessarily follow that the right to 
make a will is not consistent with the general public interest. 

Bq the Cliairnman: But the object of this Bill is simply this :—in the event of intestacy, 
to divide the property rateably among the members of the family, in accordance with what 
must be presumed to be the dictates of natural affection and right? I think it natural that 
in case of intestacy the property should go to one member of the family only. 

Wh-  should you presume, or assume, then, from legislation which has for its oijeet 
merely the maintenance of natural right, that there will be a tendency to the opposite 
extreme—to abolish the right of bequest altogether? I have endeavoured to point out the 
practical difficulties which I conceive would make this Act inoperative, and to shew that it is 
absolutely at issue with a great moral principle. I have also ermdeavoured to shew the 
impossibility of executing the proposed law without the destruction of the interests it is its 

object to preserve 
NVa have had some lawyers examined in this Committee; for instance, Mr. Plunkett, 

who was long Attorney General of this Colony, was examined yesterday, and he is quite in 
favor of the principles of this Bill. He did not point out any objection in its practical 
details, except this: that he said it would be necessary some provision should be made to 
guard against a wife receiving her dower under the Bill, and also her share of the personal 
estate? Mr. Plunkett might not have been aware of the objections. 

By .TtIr. Piddinglon: Do you think the question of partition could not he carried out 
by the official Curator of Intestate Estates, under the control of the Judges? I think it 
would be unwarrantable and unwise to trust the Judges with this power. Unwarrantable—
l5ecause they have not time to execute it: unwise—because-they never could be competent 

judges of the intcrete involved in the question. - 53. 
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By the Chairman: In the ordinary cases of intestacy the administrator must give The Hon. 
security for his trust. Well, under this Bill, we must assume that the Curator of Intestate JmesNoLtot. 
Estttes would not be called upon to interfere in the absence of the family : be gives security q 

for it., and it is a family affair which they settle among themselves? I do not know anything 
. 1858 that has worked such enormous ill, or operated so injuriously as the principle of security.16  U  

The man most entitled to be trotted—best qualified to discharge the trust—is very corn- 
anonly unable to find sureties, or give security; and too many who find sureties let in 
innocent parties to cover their defaults. 

You adverted to the difficulty in which mortgagees might be placed in the event of this 
Act passing? Yes. 

And you spoke of the Trust Company. They have mortgages over estafes throughout the 
Colony : but is it not a fact that the sums lent upon these mortgages are far below the 
ordinary market value of the land so mortgaged ? No. 

It is their principle? It is—but they may be misled. 
supposing such a law as this had passed, would it have the effect of injurin.g the Trust 

Company in regard to those properties? Unquestionably. 
Rut how could the operation of a law like that affect the mortgages? Suppose they 

could not sell them, and were therefore compelled to foreclose? 
59 But they have the right of sale ? They might be unable to find a purchaser. 

But that would not result from the operation of this law ? The law might deprive them 
of the power to foreclose : that is, it might let in representatives of a mortgagor they could 
never trace out. 

The Trust Company have a mortgage over an estate: they wish to exercise the power of 
sale which they have given to them ; they put up the land for sale, and it may or may not 
sell—according to the state of the market at that time : but how can the operation of that 
Bill affect the state of the market ? if they could not sell the land they would desire to 
foreclose, and the proposed law might prevent them from doing so. Until a recent law was 
passeti the T ust Company could not hold lands. 

It is not from any consideration for the Trust Company that that law was passed, but 
for the convenience of the parties who held? I witnessed the introduction of this Bill as a 
new era which shed a light upon this country that my own imagination never conceived. I 
know Mr. W'entworth did propose a Bill for restricting all interests to a certain rate. 

By iii'. hrlthnqtott : I think Mr. Wcntworth proposed a Bill to confiscate their right_ 
to rob them? That would have been the effect of his Bill. 

What I advert to is this: I think we might make all these companies—like the English 
banks, and so on—contribute something to our revenues, for instance, making a charge upon 
notes? 

FRIDAY, 23 JULY 1858. 

Prtent :— 
MR. JONES, Ma. MACARTHUR, 
MR. PIDDINGTON, SIR. FORSTER. 

R. JONES, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

The Hon. Sir Alfred Stephen, Knight, Chief Justice, called in and examined:—. 
B, the Chairman: You are Chief Justice of the Colony? 1 am. 
Would you be good enough to state to the Committee what the prerent state of the law is The Hon. 

in regard to intestate estates? It is simply that landed property descends to the eldest son; 
or, if there be daughters, to them jointly; or, if there be no children, in a regulated course Knight  

of descent on the same principle: and, in the case of personal property, it goes to the 
administrator, or, if none be appointed, then to the Curator of Intestate Estates. 23 Ju y 1858. 
3 And the personalty is divided equally among the children, if there be any? If there be 
children the proceeds of the personal property, not the property specifically, is divided among 
the children in ecual shares—the widow, however, if there be one, taking one-third; or, if 
there be no children, then she takes half. 

In the event of a mar, dying intestate possessing landed property, and that landed property 
encumbered—subject to certain claims—and leaving also some pet sonal property, would the 
personal property become liable for the payment of 1he debts on the real property, or would 
the entire proceeds of the personal property pass to the whole of the children of the intestate 
person, leaving the claims on the landed property to be defrayed from any moneys arising 
from the sale or rental of that property? The old law was, that the interest of the heir was 
preferred to that of the administrator; and be was entitled, consequently, to have his 
inheritance free of incumbrances, if they could be satisfied out of the personalty. The same 
law applied equally to devisees. But the law on this head has, I think been altered by a 
recent enactment—I cannot recollect distinctly when * 

Is there any difference between the English law in relation to intestate estates and the 
local law of the Colony? There is none; excepting that in this Colony landed property has 
always been unqualifiably subject to the payment of debts, in the first instance, of every 
kind; whereas in England, ordinarily, the land was subject only to debts of a higher order, 
binding the heir—such as debts by recognizance, or bond, or other instrument under seal.t 

* The Chief Justice has, since his examination, supplemented this answer byreferriitg to the 
18 'Vict., a. 113 (August 1834,) adopted in this Colony in 1855. 

The Chief Justice has des'red to add, that the English law has been assimilated 'in this respect 
to the Colonial, by the 4 W. 4 c. 104—passed. in August 1833. . 

381—G 
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The Hon. 6. But unics there has been an alteration of the English law within the last year or two—
to which you have alluded with some degree of uncertainty—personalty left intestate would 
be liable in this Colony, primarily, to the payment of any debts with which that landed 

3 188 U 
property was encumbered? In a Court of Equity, as between the heir and the administrator, 
'such would be the law. The creditor however, has his own independent rights, and he might 
always resort to either one or the other at his discretion. 
The heir might then, by suit against the administrator, compel the redemption of the land 

in so far as any claims affected that primarily, and from the proceeds of the personalt.y left by 
the intestate ? Just so. 
Have you seen the Bill which has been introduced in the Legislative Assembly to regulate 

the descent of landed property in cases of intestacy? I have. 
Have you examined the provisions of that Bill? Yes. 
Do you see any objection to the alteration which is contemplated by that Bill on any 

ground? I see great objections to the Bill. 
11' Would you be good enough to state to the Committee the objections you see to the mea-
sure being passed into law? In the first place, the term "chattels real" is a whol :y inappro-
priate term ; and, properly understood, cannot I suppose have been intended by the framers. 
A chattcl real necessarily implies a fixed or determinate interest., or, in other words, an 
interest in land for a stated and ascertained period; whereas, I presume, the object of the 
Bill is to destroy entirely the law of inheritance, and to place real property on the same 
footing as chattels. But both real and personal property are, in respect of the interest of 
the owner therein, undeterminate in duration ; and subject to no abbreviation, except such 
as is unavoidable by eventual decay. The term "chattels real" is therefore a phrase 
ignorantly, or, I would say, inconsiderately applied. 
The term "chattels real" would apply, for instance, to leasehold property determinate 

at a certain time? Any interest terminable in a given period. 
I presume the objection would be met by altering "chattels real" to "chattels or per-

" sonalty "? Yes; but the mistake shows that the Bill can hardly have been well considered, 
by men of much legal learning. 
What other objections do you see to the Bill? The chief objection is, in respect to its 

operation, that it entirely abolishes the law of inheritance; and, by changing wholly the 
tenure of landed property, introduces a novel and unprecedented state of things, the con-
sequences of which I think there is no man in this Colony learned enough to foresee or 
calculate. The law of limitations for instance, in common with the law of inheritance 
throughout, the law of dower, the law effecting settlements, and the like, will all be shaken 
or destroyed. The effect on existing settlements, or on future settlements, I am unprepared 
to state—the subject being a very large one, and requiring a greater amount of study 
than I could at present devote to it. There will, from the time of the passing of this Act, 
be no such thing as an heir or person possible. That simple statement involves, of course, 
a complete revolution in all that affects landed property. The land in this Colony,  
belongs in point of law to the Crown, and it will, at present, descend to her suc-
cessors to the throne: but, by the operation of this law, it would go, apparently, to Her 
Majesty's executors. And so on, in other cases probably not thought of. Then, in reference 
to social and political consequences :—nly opinion is, that the Bill will tend to defeat family 
attachments to the land, as well as to prevent the accumulation of landed property in one 
individual, or in one family; and so will tend to equalise property, and thereby prevent 
the existence of an independent order of landed proprietors, superior to the ordinary working 
classes of the community. 
The Bill would, as a matter of course, affect the law of inheritance, because it is the 

specific object of the measure to make a change in that respect; but would you be kind 
enough to explain how it would affect the tenure of land—what change it would make in the 
tenure of land? After the passing of this Bill, no man could possibly take land byinheritance. 
It would be impossible, under any circumstances. 
By .Mi-. Macarthur: I beg pardon; except under a will? No. You would then take 

by that will, and not by inheritance 
IT. By the Uhairman: If land were settled as at present, with various limitations, contingent 
and otherwise, the universal course is to create those limitations to some heir or heirs, and 
ultimately to the heir—one selected person ? How settlements of land are in future to be 
drawn I am hardly prepared to say. But the existing tenure of land will be destroyed, 
because that tenure is to a man and his heirs; whereas land, if this Bill pass, will no longer 
be held to a man and his heirs, but to him and his excutors or administrators. 
That is, in cases of intestacy? In all cases. An " heir" exists only in cases of 

intestacy : or, more accurately speaking, a person who takes land as heir, takes it only by 
the rules applicable to cases of intestacy. 
And the change you allude to in the tenure of land is a change inseparably connected 

with almost any change in the law of inheritance? Any radical change in the law of 
inheritance necessarily involves, as I apprehend, a radical change in the tenure of property. 
It is a different way of expressirg the same terms? Yes. 
In the event of a Bill of this nature passing, would not any land on which settlements 

have been made—on which any incumbranee has been incurred—remain as much liable to 
the satisfaction of those settlements or incumbrances, as it does under the existing law ? 
Land settled, or land mortgaged, would, as a matter of course, remain (at least so I presume) 
in some shape or other, subject to the liabilities created, whatever they were :—but what I 
want to know is, in what mode, and in whose hands ?—from whom is the land to be obtained 
in cases of intestacy ? The administrator is to take lands, says the Bill. If so, I presume 
that he must find security, as usual, for the due administration of the assets. But an 
administrator will rarely be able to tell, beforehand, what estate may descend on him; for 
there may be ultimate limitations, and contingent interests in the land, devolving on him, of 

which 
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which be would know nothing. Then again, a man may make a will as to some of his lands, The 1-Ion. 
and die intestate as to other portions of them. SirA.Stephen 
In a case where a person dies intestate and leaves land with certain settlements on it—or, Knight, C.J. 

with certain incumbrances on it—the administrator, in the event of a Bill of this kind 
passing, would have no more power to defeat those settlements, or those incumbrances, than 23 July, 1858. 
the intestate person himself before his death—be cannot, I presume, sell the land, except 
subject to the claim of the mortgagee, or the person who has an interest in the settlement :- 
that person's claim, under the law now proposed to be enacted, would be as good and as 
valid in law, as though the estate passed to the heir, would it not? Certainly. I think that 
a former answer of mine has already expressed this opinion. 
Then the passing of this Bill, as I understand, would not defeat the claim of any mort-

gagee to land left by an intestate person, or would not set aside the interests of any person 
who had any settlement secured on that land? I think not. 
It would not therefore, I presume, involve any injustice to parties who at the te of 

the passing of the law had acquired rights or claims of this character? Not at all, so far as 
I can discover. The difficulties are entirely of another kind. I see, to speak plainly, no 
dis1tonesti in the Bill. The rights of creditors would be left untouched by it, so far as I can 
see—neither improved nor deteriorated. I think the proposition maintainable, moreover, 
that the mode of descent of property is a matter for legislation ; or, in other words, that it is 
a thing depending on positive law, and not on natural right. 
Do you think that the passing of a Bill of this nature, to regulate the descent of landed 

property in cases of intestacy, would in any way affect the rights of the Crown in regard to 
the nominal or real ownership of the unsold lands of the Colony? Not at all. It is a 
mistake, however, to call the Bill one to regulate the descent of landed property in cases of 
intestacy only. You might as well pass a Bill to punish murder, "in cases where life was 
taken." For murder cannot possibly be committed unless there be life taken. And so, 
to regulate tie "descent" of landed property implies, in itself, that there is intestacy in the 
case. If there be a will applying to the land, there is no intestacy as to that land, and,. 
therefore, the question of descent cannot arise. The Bill, therefore, is here again wrong in  
expression, if not in idea. 

A kind of contradiction? A redundancy: it is like saying that such a man murdered 
another, and also killed him. If you say to regulate the descent of landed property, but only 
in cases of intestacy, you involve a contradiction. The Bill is one to alter the descent of 
landed property; or, rather, to destroy it—for " descend," in the true sense, it never will. 
" To provide, in cases of intestacy, that lands should be dealt with as personal property 

' is now dealt with"? That would be more correct, certainly, than the present title. 
But if I understood rightly, I think, in an answer you gave as to the objections you had 

to the Bill, you said that the passing of a Bill of this kind would so far change the 
tenure of real property, and the law of inheritance, as to cause the waste lands—the Crown 
Lands of the Colony—to pass, not to Her Majesty's Heir, but to Her Majesty's Successors: 
Would a Bill of this kind affect in any way the rights of the Crown, either in succession, or in 
any other way, to the Crown lands of the Colony? Well, I think that, as the Bill now 
stands framed, the effect might be to vest the Crown lands in Her Majesty's Executors; and.. 
not Her Heir, if she died intestate as to those lands. 
But would not an enactment of this kind be ovcrriden by the imperial law, so far as 

the rights of Her Majesty were concerned? I do not know. I give my impression, of course, 
without argument, and also without any very extensive reading on such points, or any reading. 
specifically on this point:—but it strikes me, that if you abolish the law of descent of all 
landed property in this Colony, in the sweeping terms here used, the Heir of the Crown 
would no more take the land than any other heir would. 
But I presume that Her Majesty, in effect, stands rather in the position of a trustee, 

with regard to the lands of this Colony, than in the position of an ordinary holder of the  
land? The Crown is, of course (in a certain sense) only a trustee. But your Bill abolishes 
the law of descent, equally in trust cases as in others. If a trustee, having at present land, 
vested in him were to die intestate, the land so vested would by your Bill go to his executors, 
and not as at present to his heir, why not then in the case of the Crown ? 
I apprehend that the rights of the Crown being affected in that way, would be prov.ide 

for by the provision, if I recollect rightly in the existing land laws of the Colony—in the 
Acts of Parliament—which provide that the land shall vest in Her Majesty, Her Heirs and 
Successors. A Bill of this kind would not override any provisions which might exist in the 
Imperial enactments affecting the lands of this Colony, I presume ? I take it for granted 
that the difficulty suggested may be met in some way; and, perhaps, the Bill as to this 
portion would be simply void; but as the difficulty has been pointed out., a clause will 
perhaps be thought prudent to anticipate and obviate it. I do not state the point as an  
insuperable objection ; I desire anerely to shew the possible extensive consequences of such a 
Bill, so framed; and it can, of course, be altered at the discretion of its framers. 
This particular objection, I apprehend, could be completely got rid of by the insertion of 

a provision to the effect that it should not affect the right of the Crown? Yes. I recollect 
no such law, however, as that to which you have referred, vesting the lands of this Colony 
in the Crown, and the heirs and successors of the Crown. The Sovereign takes these lands 
by the same constitutional right which gives Her the Crown itself. 
By Ah'. Piddingon: And, upon that constitutional principle, might I ask, does the 

Cr.wn ever die—can there be any comparison between the demise of the Crown and the 
demise of an individual? The Crown, in contemplation of law, certainly never dies; but, 
nevertheless, the Crown lands would by the present law descend to Her Majesty's Heir, 
which can only be on Her demise. The Bill, however, professes in terms to alter the descent 
of land, in cases of intestacy; and makes no exception whatever. Now, it may be, for I am 
not going to decide the point, that the Crown lands might so descend, notwithstanding this 
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The Hon. Bill: but the diffculty is of that startling character, that no man who is cautious, and 
desirous of avoiding needless litigation, would I think be willing to leave the Bill as it now 
stands, without making a provision which may easily be so made. The change is a very 

1858 sweeping one; not in any sense less than an entire revolution in the law, as to the tenure and 
descent of landed property. The consequences of such a revolution, as I have already said, 
cannot be in a moment foreseen. But every possible inconvenient consequence should, 
surely, be guarded against. 
34. By the Chaliman: Referring to the objections which you have pointed out to the Bill 
on the score of policy, do you not think that a law which would provide that where a parent 
died intestate his property should be divided amongst all his children,—is more likely to 
cement family attachment, than a law which provides that in a case of that kind one person, 
the eldest son, shall take the whole of the property, if the whole be landed property—leaving 
the other members of the family destitute, or dependent upon his good will or brotherly 
affection? %Tell, I think not. I am happy to confess myself a great believer in the thing 
called family affection :—and, in a majority of instances, I think that the eldest son would 
be likely to give his mother a home, in the place probably where he and his brothers and 
sisters had been born; and that he would not be deaf to their claims while infants upon him. 
Heartless instances to the contrary doubtless may be adduced; but, by your present Bill, 
the land must be sold away from the family in all cases, and the proceeds divided. The 
widow will take her one-third in money. The shares of the children must he set apart for 
them separately, in money. If of age, each will take his own. As to the rest, the risks of 
investment, or of misappropriation, I think will be found to counterbalance the supposed 
advantages. The sums will be comparatively small, in most instances, to each child, and 
each will be made independent of the others; none therefore having a claim above another 
in respect of the property. The administrator may be an honest man, but in a great number 
of instances I fear that he turns out, in the course of years, to be either a dishonest one, or 
an improvident, imprudent, or careless one; and I believe that the property stands as good a 
ehance of being thus dissipated as by the present system it has of being absorbed exclusively by 
the heir. On the other handS  I quite admit that many cases may be adduced, in which a system 
of division between the children in some mode or other, such as by setting apart portions of the 
property for the younger children, in intestate cases, according to their requirements, might be 
wise, and in every way desirable. But, if this be what is sought to be done, it may be done 
without selling off the property, or even passing it into the hands of an administrator; and 
without encountering any of the risks and difficulties to which I have adverted, or touching in 
any way the law of Inheritance. I do not see why the heir should not be compelled by law to 
provide for his brothers and sisters, and also for his mother, out of the property. But, assuming 
even that in all cases the mother becomes administrator, and gives the usual security as such, 
I am by no means prepared to say that the chances of the children would be invariably 
much better than they would be in other hands. For, admitting her to be better in all 
other respects, what security is there for her prudence ? I perceive that by section 3 of this 
Bill, sales of lands, and, as I read the section, the appropriation, too, of the proceeds, are in 
a great degree made subject to the control of the Judges. My belief is, in the first place, 
that at least one additional Judge would be required for that special duty; for in effect all 
these estates would thus be thrown into Chancery. If the Judges are to have any control 
in such cases, they could as easily exert that control over the heir as over the administrator; 
and then the descent of property would be left undisturbed. 
But do you not think, that where a number of brothers and sisters are dependent upon 

the brotherly affection of the eldest son of the family—(and also his mother)—instead of 
upon legal right, all the parties there are in rather a false position with regard to each other; 
that the younger members of the family, and the females of the family, are placed in a 
position of dependency upon the personal character, or personal caprice of the elder brother, 
which they ought not to be subjected to—having as good a natural right to share in the 
property of their common parent as the elder one? I do not acknowledge that assumption. 
I do not admit that all have the same natural right. The natural right of the children is 
to have so much of their deceased father's property as they necessarily require. Some may 
require a good deal, some very little, and some none at all. I do not admit the right of 
a grown man of full age, in a flourishing business, to have (for example) the tenth of £5,000 
left by the father, while perhaps three or four sisters or brothers under 12 or 14 years may 
require much more each than their tenth respectively to support and educate them One 
of the children, moreover, might be a cripple, or the like. The mother, also, might require 
more (or perhaps much less) than her third share. I think that by this equal division 
between children of the proceeds of the father's property, in money, while their birthplace 
and homestead are sold away from them all, family ties and family affection would rather be 

impaired than cemented. 
But I presume that the natural rights of a man's children are all alike: that is, the 

natural right they may have to share in his property—to get so much of it as they may 
require; there is no special natural right which the eldest son has to a particular share of 
the property, or to the whole of the property, to the prejudice of his younger brothers and 
sisters? That IL entirely concede. I recognize no natural right in the eldest son to take the 
whole of the property to the exclusion of his brothers and sisters, and believe the law of 
primogeniture or other heirship to be a mere creature of positive law. I may add, that in 
one county in England, which retains ancient usages more I believe than any other, there is 
to this day an equal division of the father's land among all the sons alike. 
In the County of Kent? Yes: the most Saxon county of England. A large, if not the 

greater, part of the lands there are to this day so descendible. As far as I recollect, such is 
supposed to have been the ancient British law prior to the Conquest; and 1 believe the law 
of primogeniture to be owing entirely to the feudal system, which the Normans then intro- 

duced into England. 39• 
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88. Do not the views you have expressed, with regard to the greater necessity under 'which The Hon. 
the younger children are supposed to labor, for some provision from their parent, as com- SirA.Stcphen, 
pared with the elder members of the family, and especially the elder sons,—does not that 
strangely militate against the handing over to the eldest son, who may be generally in a 23 Jul 1858 
position to win his own way in life, the whole of the landed property, to the prejudice of the " 

younger members of the same family? Some instances of practical injustice and hardship, 
as I have already said, may be adduced as flowing from the present law. I ought perhaps to 
say of hardship, not of injustice; because the Legislature, in any country, has a right to 
regulate the descent of landed property in that country. Therefore, in the strict sense, 
there can be no injustice in the matter. The law of England is framed, throughout, with a 
remarkable disregard to particular instances, because of its wide scope and large general 
views of things; general and ultimate consequences being its care. The law of primogeniture 
in England, referentially to real property, is founded rather upon political and national con- 
siderations, connected with our constitutional monarchy, than on any other—moral, social, 
or domestic. The preservation of an aristocracy, or, at least of an independent landed class, 
attached to the soi', not easily swayed by popular commotions or clamour, and yet able and 
quite sufficiently disposed to withstand unitedly the Crown itself, whenever necessary,—the 
creation of families, connected with possessions held by them for generations,—the selection 
for these purposes of some one member in each, who, as representing the family, should be 
both an educated person and a man of consequence,—such are the views, doubtless, which 
have maintained that law in England; although, in its initiation, the immediate or sole 
object was the having of one person, in each family, who should be an effective military 
retainer. Under a law distributing property, or exciting the trading spirit only, by causing 
it to be sold and the proceeds divided in cash, that gallant chivalry, and those sturdy yeomen 
who fought and won the battles of Cressy and of Agineourt would never have existed. 
You have expressed an opinion that the natural rights of all a man's children to share 

in his property alike are equal—to have so much of the property of their deceased parent 
as will maintain them: in that case do you not think that, where the law is called into 
action at all, it ought to secure those natural rights, instead of interfering for the particular 
benefit of one particular member of the family, to the prejudice of all the other members of 
the family? Supposing the wants of each member of a family to be equal, my opinion 
would be that each has a fair equal claim to the pecuniary distribution. But the answer to 
your question will depend on this; whether we are to regard particular instances of incon-
venience, or even of occasional distress in some of the younger members of a family, where 
the eldest enjoys ample means of relieving it, as more the objects of Legislative solicitude 
than the political and national considerations to which I have adverted. Your question 
assumes, moreover, that the succession of the eldest son is to the prejudice of all the others 
which is part of the very matter in debate. In some points of view, indeed, the younger 
should not be left to depend upon the bounty of the elder; but yet, such a position I think 
induces kindly feelings. It gives occasion for the exercise of many virtues. And it is not 
more unnatural, to my apprehension, than the idea of each son having his father's property 
sold off, the proceeds divided, and then each left to shift for himself elsewhere, as best he may. 
Can you say what the common or ordinary practice is of persons who are possessed of 

property, and more especially landed property—whether it is the general practice to. make 
wills, or to leave their property to be disposed of in accordance with the law of the country? 
If the meaning be; whether men who, do make wills leave their property more generally to 
the eldest son, or more largely to him than to the other children, I cannot tell you. I have 
no data to furnish any answer upon the subject. But the number of intestiicy cases pre-
dominates considerably, I believe, over the number of wills. 
Do you not think that the application of this law would be only in exceptional cases—

that in the great majority of instances, where persons had any considerable amount of 
property, and especially of landed property, they would provide for the disposal or descent 
of that property by will, and actually do so ? One would think that persons possessed of 
landed or of personal property would generally make wills; but I know as a fact, that there 
is a singular, almost a superstitious reluctance in men to make wills at all; and that the duty 
is frequently deferred until death overtakes them. I doubt whether men ever die ifltestate 
designedly. 
4. By Mr. i1acart1ur: Does not the reluctane to which you allude arise, posibly, in 
many instances, from the great difficulty parties may experience as to the mode in which 
they shall distribute and leave their property; I do not mean merely the legal difficulty? 
It may be one cause of a man's postponing his will that be is uncertain as to the best mode 
of distribution or settlement; and be may expect changes in his property, or changes in the 
state of his family. Of course those things do happen. Still, those are not insuperable 
objections to the making of a will, nor do they impose except rarely a serious difficulty. 
A codicU, or a series of codieils, would settle matters in all such respects. I know, however, 
from solicitors, that many men are unable to distribute their own property rightly, and at 
the last consult their legal aavisers on the subject, 
As to their properties? Yes. I have known a man go to his lawyer, being disposed to 

make one particular distribution, and after conference determine on making another. 
So that in fact the lawyer made the will, and not the proprietor himself? Yes. But 

the latter, I have no doubt, acted wisely in taking the advice given him. 
By the Ultairinam: You say that a law substantially similar to the Bill now before the 

Committee has always prevailed in the County of Kent, with regard to most properties there? 
Yes :—a law dividing the property itself, or giving it equally to all:—not dividing the 
proceeds. 
Are you aware whether that has led to the prevention of the growth of a landed gentry 

or aristocracy in Kent, as compared with any other.county of England—is Kent remarkable 
now for the small subdivisions of property, and the absence of gentry, or even of an - 

881—H aristocracy? 
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The Hon. aristocracy? I should say certainly not. The aristocratic spirit prevails so extensively in 
England, that settlements of land in families to enormous amounts, and favoring out of all 

nig 
proportion the eldest son, are there almost universal. And wheee an hereditary title exists 

23 J. 
1838 in a family, the descent of a large portion of the land conjointly with the title is of course 

always provided for. 
Does it not seem to follow that the passing of a law of this kind, either in this Colony 

or in England, will not necessarily prevent the growth of a landed gentry? I have never 
suggested that it would " necessarily " prevent the growth of a landed gentry, but that its 
tendency is in that direction. The tendency of the law will be, I conceive, to equalize 
property :—or certainly to discouiage, if not prevent, the accumulation of property in the 
hands of one person in one family—and indeed its continued possession in any family. Such 
a tendency may, of course, be counteracted by wills and settlements; but the disposition 
perhaps may be itself discouraged by such a law. 
But does not the actual result of the existence of a law of this kind in the County of 

Kent show that it can scarcely be said to have any such tendency—considering the actual 
condition of prderty there. You speak of the existence there of distinguished families, 
and of large properties held in that county ? Large properties. r have already said that, 
in England, men generally have such a love of accumulating and transmitting landed pro-
perty in their family, and vesting it therefore in one individual as its heir, that settlements 
or wills for that purpose are almost universal; defeating consequently the tendency of the 
law. I do not know, however, what the effect may be in the ease of small landholders; 
and perhaps in Kent there are few comparatively of that class. 

Do you not think that Englishmen will naturally bring with them the same personal 
characteristics to this country which in England leads to the accumulation of property in 
the hands of one individual; and that thus a corrective will be furnished here to the ten.. 
dency which you suppose this Bill will have to Jead to the subdivision of estates? I think 
not. There is here such a disruption of old ties, and even of old association, and such an 
isolation in the particular member of any family who may have emigrated hither, that old 
ideas and feelings change ; and the disposition of which we have been speaking has yet, I 
think,.to be created in this Colony, in the mass of cases. There are men here of no mean 
family, but they are younger sons, almost exclusively; and when they acquire fortunes, I 
fear it will be found that they will go back to England, just as so many of our rich squatters 
have done. There is as yet no such thing prevalent in this Colony, so far as I have observed, 
as respect for family; and the desire to found one, therefore, is not likely to be very 
general. There are few examples of recognized claims to distinction; and the tendency 
of the community is, as it seems to 'me, for each man to think himself perfectly cqnal to every 
other. 
But is that not rather a distinct feeling from the natural tendency that a man would 

have to create a family nathe for himself and those that might succeed him—has not 
almost evei Englishman a kind of instinctive tendency to create for himself a.fami]y name? 
I do not know. I used to think so in England. I have not, thought so in this Colony. I 
should not say so with respect to Australians in general. 
51 I presume that if it can be shown that in the great majority of cases men who have 
property to leave, and especially landed property to leatc, do bequeath that property by will, 
and that this law would only conic into opelation in exceptional cases, it could not then 
prnduee any sensible effect on'the subdivision of property, or upon the prevention or promotion 
of the growth of a landed aristocracy, Ior a landed 'gentry, in the Colony ? , If men be 
determined to found a family, and to perpetuate the name by landed possessiona, this law will 
of course not prevent thOrn.  

But I mean that, supposing the number of wills which are known to exist, as compared 
with the number of persons who are proved to die intestate, is in the former case very great, as 
compared with the latter, would not that go to show that a Bill of this nature can have no sensible 
effect upon the general disposition of property in the Colony, or upon the growth of a landed 
gentry? Exactly so; If it be found that men, generally speaking, who have landed estate, 
provide for the disposal of it in their own way, a proof will be thereby afforded that the law, 
in whatever shape, will not, or does not, furnish the rule as to the disposition of property. 
In cases of intestacy, where the deceased person leaves personal property, that personal 

property is administered, I suppose, either by the person administering the estate, or ,by the 
Curator of Intestate Estates: There would, I presume, be no more risk of the improper 
application of property converted into personalty, than there is by this Bill in the case of. 
property left by intestate persons to be dealt with as personal property? Certainly not. 
The risk will only be greater by so much as the amount to be applied is greater. 
But there would be nothing in the conversion of real property into personal property 

which would tend to increase the risk attending property which had passed to the adminis-
trator as personal property, or which in its nature was personal property according to the 
ordinary law? Not at all. But in this Colony the second marriage of widows who have 
property is a very common occurrence, althoug'h they also have children to be maintained 
out of it: and I much fear that in many such 'cases the children do not benefit, to the full 
extent of their rights, by the law which prescribes the distribution of its proceeds among 
them. 

But they can, I presume, obtain protection from the Courts, if malappropriation of their 
property is going on by the administrator? The children have, of course, the right of 
protection; and the Court always does its best to assist them-T-when  a suit is instituted, and 
the facts are proved. But, considering the helplessness of children in such a position, the 
idea of redress is practically fallacious—an idle fancy, in most cases. 
-By reason of what? Chiefly the difficulty of procuring evidence. For who, after a few 

years, knows anything about the property? There may still be, indeed, the mother: but the 
.property is gone; and who would impeach her in such a matter. It is-not that the mother'à 

affection 
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affection has been wanting; but she has not the means left of assisting the children. She The Hon. 
is married again, and perhaps the money was expended with no bad designs originally. And 
where are the children ? They are perhaps seven or eight years old; or the eldest not g 
sixteen. Who is to institute and prosecute a suit for them? You have no "Orphan 

u1 "Chamber" here; and men are so engaged with their own affairs, that (except in politics) 233 7' 1858,  
they cannot attend to the affairs of others. The Judges are so constantly occupied, that 
they could not interpose in such matters, even if it were their provinces But we will suppose 
that these children look after their own property when they grow up. The mother however 
is now gone; the father-in-law is gone; and the property is gone. They state their case to 
an attorney. He requires money to set him in motion; for the task will be no easy one— 
and the suit is no labor of love to him. But the children have no money to give, and the 
case ends before it has begun. 

Do you think that an alteration of the law, such as that now proposed, would be likely 
to lead to increased litigation, between members of the same family and the next of kin in 
cases of intestacy? I do not see why it should. The property will have to be sold, and the 
proceeds divided; and there, except as to the shares of the children under age, will be an 
end of the matter. 
58. Bj Mr. Aijcarthur: You do not contemplate the possibility of dividing the property? No. 

If the Bill proposed that, I should consider it many times more objectionable. There 
is, however, nothing to prevent subdivision by will. A man may make what distribution he 
pleases, and the land may be sold to strangers, or subdivided at his discretion. 
By the (]hairman The natural result of the alteration would lead to landed property 

baing realised, and the p"oceeo's being divided ? Certainly.  
Do you consider that, in the event of a Bill of this nature passing, it would be advisable 

to bring the sales of land in intestate estates under the control of the Supreme Court? I 
should say not. I do not see why the Judges should have anything to do with such matters. 
Where the Court administers an estate, it of necessity directs sales :—but I presume that you. 
do not propose really to throw all these cases into the Court. 

You see no reason why they should have more control over the sale of land than over 
personal property? No. If the Judges were required to say what sales were wanted, and 
when a sale would be prudent, and what sums were necessary for the children, and, in short., 
to administer landed estates as the Court does in Equity, that would be a different thing. 
But you will require an additional Judge expressly for the duty, and probably an additional 
Master in Equity. In administering an estate in Equity, the Court makes allowances for 
the bringing up of children, and appoints receivers and guardians, and so on. I did so 
myself, indeed, in one case where there was no suit; but there the estate was in the hands 
of the Curator, and so, in a degree, under our control. In that case the deceased had taken 
to drinking, and, it is said, drowned his wife, of course by accident, and shortly afterwards 
be drank himself to death, and the whole of the children were thrown upon the Court. In 
that case, after a good deal of trouble, I found suitable persons who were kind enough to 
undertake the duty of guardians, and I made them an allowance for the poor orphans. But 
we have not often time to do these things; and -there is great responsibility, and often 
Serious risk incurred, by the doing of any act of kindness in such cases. 
I understand you to say, that unless the Court is made the administrator of the intestate 

estate, you see no reason why the sales of land in intestate estates should be more -under the 
control of the Supreme Court than the sales of ordinary property? There is no reason that 
I can see. It appears to me that the duty- which the Judges are called- upon to discharge 
here is, in terms, more the duty of an auctioneer. The words are",  with the approval of the 11  Judges)-"—or at their discretion. - - - - - - -- - - 

It g-ives - them a certain amount of pOwer? - The powcr-to say that it is a-good time to 
sell, or that it is not. And if-we decide that it is a--bad time to sell, what is to hO done with 
the children; who want food, clothes, and education. If you give the Judges the powers 
which they have in Equity,—if you will really take the duties of paren.s pati'ice upOn  you r-
selves,—you may do a large amount of good. The property of families might then be 
properly looked after. But the scheme, to be effective, would cost a good deal of money; 
much more than the Assembly will give. 

But in that case, I presume, if youprovided that the Judges should have the adminis-
tration of estates where there happens to be landed property, it would be desirable that 
they should have the control over intestate estates in all cases; and see that they are properly 
administered for the benefit of the children and next of kin? Not equally desirable; for 
the amount of personal property in general would be far less. But, assuming the amount in 
either case, to be the same, there would be practically no distinction. - - 
Do I understand you to say that it would be desirable to constitute such a court; or to

,  
give the Supreme Court power to administer intestate estates? I think that, if the powers 
of the Court of Equity were enlarged, and regulated, so as to make it similar to what I 
understand the "Orphan Chamber" is under the Roman Dutch law, great good would be 
attained. But practically that would be to constitute such a tribunal the general adminis-
trator or curator of all intestate estates, and to take them out of the hands of individuals. 
Or it would be a tribunal merely in aid of administrators, as the law might provide Pro-
perty would be thereby secured, and perhaps occasionally better discretion might be exercised,r 
than by administrators. But it would be necessary to simplify and cheapen the proceedings 
in such a tribunal to the utmost, or the smaller estates might be nearly absorbed 
in costs. In spite of every effort, I am afraid that the losses in intestacy cases are even now - 
very large. - 

lave you any other suggestions to offer as to the alterations proposed in the Bill, 
additions, or as to any measure in substitution of this Bill, which would practically acc or as to' 

omplish the same results? I fear that under such a-  Bill, however framed, family mansions, and landed 
property, to which families frequently are attached, and to which families born on - it ought 

to 
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1'he Hon. to attached,—since the love of country is intimately interwoven with such a state of things,— 

Si 
.

will be universally sold away from the family, wherever the last owner shall have unhappily 
died without making a will. I imagine that section three was framed with some vague 

23 

notion of enabling the Judges to interfere in such cases; but I do not see how they could 
interfere, or what test or guide could ever regulate the interminable questions which may 

arise. - 
But I would ask whether the passing of a law of this kind would prevent a number of 

the children, in a family where the parent had died intestate, from agreeing among themselves 
to allow the eldest son to retain any portion of the landed property—such, for instance, as 
the family mansion ;—whether the passing of this Bill would prevent them from so agreeing, 
with the consent of the administrator? I do not see, in such a case, (unless all the children 
were of age) how the administrator could consent. Who is to bind the younger children? 
Who is to prove that it is for their interest? What is to guide the administrator in giving 
his consent? His duty would be to protect, pecuniarily, all alike. He has nothing to do 
with family considerations. If the eldest son, or the mother, wishes the mansion to be 
retained, why is that to influence him? It appears to me that such considerations, practically, 
could never be allowed to operate. The affair must be merely commercial. And if the 
mother herself were the administratrix, I do not see that she could with safety act otherwise. 
it would lead therefore to landed property being realized? No doubt of it. A favorite 

horse, that a child has been accustomed to ride, that his father may have given him, or 
allowed him the use of, must in an intestacy case be sold. But these things may be 
managed. A friend may come in and say, " Oh it is a small matter, here is £20; you bad 
better buy it." The administrator, however, could not keep it back. 
Could you now lay before the Committee any suggestions you may be prepared to offer 

in regard to the measure before the Committee? 
Well, in the first place, if this Bill 

passes there is the question, will there ever be in any case an heir ' 
Where the eldest son 

takes at all, he will take under his father's will. What will in any case descend to him? 
There are tombstones, for example what is to become of them ? Or there is some lapsed 

devise : who is to get that? 
4L. Forster: 

Giving landed property to all the children, males and females, in the 
By  

same way that it descends to daughters—that was the suggestion of a legal witness the other 
day? That is worse than ever. You cannot cut a house into portions. The owning of 
property in eopareenary leads generally, I believe, to this result :—when the girls come of 
age, they make a bargain among themselves for the division. We have sometimes had cases 
in Equity for partition, and I always find that they are most expensive affairs. People cry 
out about the lawyers; but the lawyers get about one-third, to the surveyors' two-thirds. 
The charges for dividing the Riley Estate were enornaous; and in Collins' 

case they were 

very large. Then there are marriage settlements. What is to be done in regard to them 
under this Bill? I settle a property for the use of my daughter for her life, and after her 
death for her children. In the event of their all dying, or of her dying without any child, 
then for the use of my own heirs. In cases of that kind where would the property vest? 
As to that property I should die intestate; for no man dreams of making a will, (or in fact 
men rarely make any,) in reference to land conveyed away by a settlement, or the like. By 
this Bill you will have provided, that all lands and hereditaments shall be taken to be 

chattels. Therefore there can be no "heir" to them. 

By MiS. Pidclington: 
But assuming that the law is changed in conformity to the Bill, 

I presume that persons can provide for such eases? No doubt; but I do not see how such 
settlements will operate in future. No doubt there are settlements .of personal property 
and probably the lawyers will prepare settlements of land, as if it was in all respects personal 

property. 
By .lIfr. Porster: 

As to mortgages; Mr. Norton seems to think that enormous difficulties 
would ensue in the case of mortgages? There may be difficulties also in such cases. And 
there are others. Thus; there is at present a presumption in favor of the heir, that a 
man dies intestate as to all that be has not clearly devised. Now what is to be done with 
this presumption? That presumption probably would no longer exist; because the law 
will be the same in reference to both landed and personal property. You must find out the 
intention, therefore, as well as you can, without any such rule. Then, where a deceased 
proprietor leaves only daughters, what is to be done? In that case might you not leave 
the law undisturbed? Take next the case of a woman getting dower. At present she gets 
her dower, unless it has been prevented by the terms of the conveyance. But by and by 
there will be no such thing as dower. Under the law regulating the distribution of personal 
property, however, the widow always gets one-third; and this not only for life, (as is the case 
with regard to land.) but an absolute dower to that extent at once. And then the widow 

marries again—almost invariably. 
By the (Jhairman: Is not that the case all over the world? Not so much so, I suspect, 

as in this Colony. I think that a vast number of men 
come out here in every sense 

"on spec." And there are fewer women, comparatively. Take next the subject 
of Reversions. That again is a matter which should be provided for. A man has executed 
a long lease, (take the case of the Cooper estate for instance,) for 99 years. The reversion, 

i 
in his heir; or in the heir of his eldest son. What is to 

n every one of those instances is  
be done in this case? If all land is to be made personal property, where will this reversion 

but I have not time to look care-
vest? I do not see an answer to that question at present; 
fully into it. Again :—will estates pass, in future, without words of inheritance? At pre-
sent they would not; but, under this new law, probably they will. If a man, therefore, 
shall convey landed property to another by a scrap of paper, though perhaps such may not 
be his meaning, it would pass to the devisee and his representatives and their assigns, for 
ever. But is this intended by the framers of the Bill? Or have they bestowed a thought 
n the subject? The next point which occurs to me, is that of forfeiture. At present, 

chattels 
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chattels are forfeited on conviction for crime, but land is not. But if land be put on the The Hon. 
footing of a cha:tei, will it not be forfeited as well as other chattels? S1r4.Stephcn, 

B, ihc O/rr;irnran : Is that law operative ? Yes; and operated on too, whenever the 
Knight, C.J. 

Crowui Officers know of forfeited property. But criminals are clever enough frequently to 
niake over their property before conviction. . 23 U 0 6. 

By ill,. Piddington Criminals convicted who are possessed of landed property? Yes. 
Bq. .M.. Forr&er:  The Crown will give up the forfeiture in certain cases? Yes. And 

sometimes the Crown's right to land is given up. But that never was forfeited except in 
capital cases :—in other words, cases of attainder. IL now come to a more important subject, 
against whom will (in legal phraseology) time run hereafter, in cases of intestacy ? By the 
Statute of Limitations, time runs only as against the party entitled to enter. When a man 
dies, therefore, whose heir ought to enter, the limited period for his suing begins to count 
from that death; and if within 20 years the heir does not sue, he loses his right. WilI:the 
time run, in future, in intestacy cases, against the administrator? if so, from what date is it 
to begin ? Then, in whose favor are the several exceptions in that statute to operate? 
There are several exceptions; i. e. when the party entitled is insane, or a married 
woman, or an infant, or beyond sea. But which of these will apply to an 
administrator? Take the late ease of Devine's heir. The ancestor there died,—as to 
.the land in eontest,—intestate. Under this Bill, his son or grandson could not inherit; 
for the land would descend only to an administrator. What do you intend to do with the 
statute, in such a ease? Would the person who, as Dovin&s great nephew, . came out here 
to claim hii rights have to take out administration? If lie did,why should the youngest of 
the parties entitled to share be barred, till twenty years had run out against the latter? 
Would or not an administrator have to give security that he will divide the proceds? If 
he need not, what protection would the younger brothers have against the administrator's 
misappropriation ? And if he must, who could find security for two hundred thousand 
pounds? Sureiy,-the gentlemen who have brought in the Bill ought to make some pro-
vision for matters like these. 

In personal estates some of those difficulties might occur? With respect to the Statute 
of Limitations, none at all. There is no difficulty in respect to personalty, you cannot bring 
an action against an administrator, nor can he sue ordinarily, after six years; (with one or 
two exceptions) after six years. 

By Afe. Ptcldinqt'n: Are you aware that a Bill almost precisely similar to this has 
been passed by the Legislature of South Australia—are you acquainted with that fact

'
or are 

you aware of any difficulties which have arisen there since the passing of the Act? I have 
understood that there has been such a law recently passed in South Australia; but I. have 
never seen it, and I know nothing of its working. Such a measure can be developed only 
by time. I regard this as a levelling measure, and that Colony is supposed to be ,a very 
democratic one. It is certainly a new Colony compared with this; and difficulties there 
would be more easily met asthey arise, than here. If, however, the law prove to be a: good 
one in South Australia, I should say that that fact would be a very good argument in favor 
of its adoption in New South Wales. Nevertheless I have shown quite enough to expose 
its short comings and defects, whatever merits it may be proved to possess. 

I think you stated that if this Bill becomes law there would be no heir—that there 
could be no heir to real estate? Yes; I did say so. 

Could not a power to convey real estate be conferred upon the Curator of Intestate Estates 
under a Bill of this nature? Certainly. He is simply an administrator. I. was examined 
as a witness two years ago, before a Committee of. this House, of which Mr. Murray. was 
chairman, respecting sales of land by the Curator of Intestate Estates; and I gave my 
opinion then that such a power was highly desirable. But that is a very different thing from 
altering the descent; or the legal character of landed estate. There are many instances of 
land ana houses in this Colony, as I am told, lying in the bands of persons without a 
shadow of title, and therefore generally unimproved, and in some cases falling to decay 
because the heir is not known, or is an infant, and absent. In all such cases, I would confer 
a power on the Court to sell the land, in order that a title may be made, and the land 
improved—preserving the proceeds for the heir, whenever he might appear. 

My question only refers to cases of intestacy? Of course. But, by the present Bill, 
the Curator of Intestate Estates will have power to sell land in all cases where there shall 
be no administrator. His duties will thereby be very largely increased; for he will have to 
distribute the property, unless superseded by an administrator, properly so called. 

BY the Cliaim-rnan: But supposing landed property to be sold under the operation of this 
Act, the Curator could give a valid title to the person who bought that property :—either 
he, or the administrator, would be able to give a title under the operation of this Act? lie 
would, of course, be able to sell the title of the deceased, whatever it was. But titles will 
be no more freed from difficulties, by any such sale or by the operation of this Bill, than they 
are now. He or the administrator could only give to a purchaser the title which the intestate 
had. . And I think that the value of all land purchased from an administrator, or from 
Curator, would be depreciated; because no such person could be expected to give, or would 
give, a covenant for title. A measure for simpifying titles, and enabling the Court to give 
an unincumbered title, as under the Incumbered Estates Bill in Ireland, would be a great 
boon to the country. But such a measure will require thought and legal learning. I hope 
that the first step has been already taken in that direction by the Land Titles Bill, recently 
passed in this Colony. Possibly the desired object might be attained by requiring the 
Curator to disclose his title to the Court; and, if the Court be satisfied with that title, 
enacting that it should for ever thereafter be uaimpeached. Such an Act, however, with 
whatever caution drawn, would doubtless occasionally extinguish just but remote cl.ini. 
For my own part, I would willingly advocate any well considered plan to simplify titles; and 
I have looked into Mr. Torrens's recent Bill, with that view But really one has not time to 

381—I study 
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The Hon. sutdy adequately such a subject. I am at present favorably disposed to that measure; 
~SirA.Stc'plleii, though I tear it will by no means operate as the author hopes that it will. The law passed 
Knight, C.J. 

in i\ ew Zealand for the registration of conveyances seems to me a good one; and our own is 

25 Ji1' 
188 probably the worst in any dependency under the Crown 

3. By .IIh'. Piddington: Might not the Curator of Intestate Estates possess a discretion, 
within a certain limit, in reference to the time of sa'e? I cannot answer that question satis-
factorily. his duty, I think, like that of an ordinary administrator, will be in general to 
realize, as soon as he can, without sacrificing the property. 
84. but have you airy objection to a discretion being given, within a defined limit, with 
respect to tune: a discretion with regard to the slc of landed estate, limited by six months, 
or twelve months, as may he deemed advisable? I see danger and difficulties in any enact-
merit on such a subject. An administrator already has a certain amount of discretion, as to 
the time of sale; and, if you extend the discretion too far, you may induce difficulties of 
another kind. Any such measure will give rise to litigation ; for, out of many children one 
is sure to be disatisfled, let the administrator do what he will. Personal propeity, you will 
remember, is generally of much smaller concern and value than landed estate ; and when you 
have increased the stake to be contended for, you will increase the chances of litigation on the 
part of any child who may think himself ill-used. One child may say, I do not like to have 
my mother turned out. Another nay urge a sale; saying I think the property is likely to 
be deteriorated. And, in point of fact, no kind of property fluctuates so mueh, or so rapidly, 
as real estate. 
Sb. If the Curator of Intestate Estates, or any administrator appointed under this Bill, 
possesses the authority by law within the limit of twelve months to sell the estate, can any 
cause of action arise on the part of the children who might choose to quarrel with hhn—he 
being clothed by law with a discretion within the limit of that fixed time ? If the adminis-
trator does not exceed the particular discretion, which is or may be reposed in him, he will 
of course succeed in his suit. but my remark is, that a discontented child will complain 
that the administrator has exercised his discretion unwisely. If, however, an absolute 

discretion be given to the administrator to sell or not within a specified time, as he may 
think fit, and that time he not exceeded, it follows of course that he will be safe. But, on 
the other ]land, creditors may sue him, and take the land in execution. 
I think you stated that you had not heard of any inconvenience arising from the pre-

valence of a law something similar to this in the County of Kent—You know there is the 
law there of gavelkind? I have no information, or means of knowledge whatever on that 
subject. .1 know Kent very well as a locality, and I did in early life know several persons 
resident there; but on this particular point I know nothing. 
There is nothing in this Bill to prevent the owner of property from entailing his estate, 

so far as the English law limiting the power to entail sanctions? I see nothing in the Bill 
to prevent the owner's making any disposition whatever, by will or otherwise. 
8. Do you not think that the law of entail is the true means by which estates are kept in 

the hands of one individual member of a family? A large portion of property, doubtless, 
comes to the eldest son in consequence of some settlement or will, and not by descent. And 
if course a proprietor may entail, or settle his property, as he pleases. 
89. Is it not almost universally the practice in England, among the large owners of land—
whether titled or untitled—to provide for the transmission of their landed estate by strict 
settlement, under the law of entail? I think that it is so; but that is in order to carry the 
law of descent on still further ;—that is to say, to prevent the eldest son from selling the 
property, and so to ensure the perpetuation of the estate in the family. For such a- purpose, 
a settlement or will is of course essential. 
OO. Such entails are subsidiary to the law of primogeniture? They may be so considered. 
The father prescribes, in effect, that his eldest son shall get the estate, on condition that he 
shall not sell it when he has got it. 
91. Are you not of opinion that the power of entailing landed estates is that powtir by which 
great properties in England are kept together in the hands of one individual ? Practically 
it may he so; but settlements and wills are more generally made, I suspect, to ensure the 
payment of jointures, and portions for younger children. I think that but for such purposes, 
and to prevent an improvident or spendthrift heir from selling the property, there would be 
few settlement-s in England, and that a man would be content to leave his estate to be 
-disposed of by the general law of inheritance. 
Th. Even the law of England with respect to the disposition of landed estate, I believe, Zn 
limits the right to entail within very narrow bounds, does it not? That touches a different 
question altogether. The law opposes itself to perpetual or long continued restrictions upon 

the right of the proper owner to deal with his property. It is hostile also to unreasonable 

accumulations, and undue limits imposed on trading in land, at the will of one man only; 
who happens to he desirous of enriching descendants in the fifth or sixth generation, at the 
expense of his own children and grand-children. The law, therefore, while it gives landed 
property to the eldest son, causes it to descend free and unshackled. 
93. If the owner of landed property had the power of carrying the system of detail farther 
than the law of England now permits, would not that incur the probability that landed 
property would be retained in the hands of one individual? If the law in that respect were 
altered, and no other limitation substituted, it of course would follow that a man could tie 

isp property, in the hands of all his descendants in succession, to the end of time. 
04. And so maintain an aristocratic class? Yes. But the law of England is practical, and 

avoids extremes. Its objeet in imposing the restraints spoken of was, I have no doubt, that 

which I have explained. It would be intolerable that an owner of property should be 
allowed, not merely to compel its descent in a prescribed mode for two generations, but for 
any nember of generations. The interests of the State require that restraints on the 
alienation of land should be reasonable. As a general rule, it ought to be saleable like 

other 
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other property. Landed property-would otherwise, in process of time, stagnate, and only The lion. 
a few be benefited by its ever unchanging ownership. Our law never favored the holding 
of lands in inortmajn. Knight, C.J. 

Yes; but it would be a capital means of establishing a landed aristocracy? The law 
never designed, I conceive, to establish arbitrarily an aristocracy; and still less at the 23 Ju y 
expense of every other interest. 

Are you of opinion that if the law or custom of primogeniture be abolished the owner of 
real property will be damnified? Not at all. I do not see how his position would be 
affected. The land would still be land, and be improvable, and transmissible as be thinks 
fit. So far, I see no objection to the Bill. 
Lands and houses leased for a thousand years, I believe, are not subject to the custom of 

primogeniture, whatever may be the extent of the land leased, or the value? Exactly so. 
Are you aware of any dangers arising from that circumstance? None at all. And if 

the custom were universal to exectite leases for a thousand years, laud, no doubt, would 
practically become personal property. Moreover, if a man so pleases, he can always convert 
his land into personalty by that simple process. Ultimately, however, even those thousand 
years will run out; and then whQ will, by your law, get the property? 
And no cases of danger or difficulty have came under your notice in respect to lands 

and houses that have been leased for a lengthened period, and which have been divided 
among the children of an intestate person? I know of none :—but I can at present call to 
mind no such instance. 
10). By Macarthur: Have any such cases come under your notice? There are 
instances of long leases, in cases litigated before the Court, which leases always go to the 
executor or administrator__subject to the reversionary right of the landlord or his heir. 
But the nature of the land, in all these cases, remains as it was before; and very long terms 
of years, except in connexion with the fee simple, are rare. 

B, Mr. Piddingion: Have you had any opportunity of becoming acquainted with the 
wills of inhabitants of the Colony? I have not. Or, rather, I know little of them. The 
contents of a will never came before me, unless in some question under litigation. 

You have no means of ascertaining from experience what the desire of parents in this 
Colony is with reference to the division of their property among their children? I have 
very ample means, by simply reading those wills; but of course this is not a kind of reading 
in which I indulge. By comparing the number of wills, however, with the number of 
intestacies, and then looking at the nature of the property in each case, and its mode of 
disposal by will, some opinion could be formed as to that matter. 

In cases where you have read the wills of testators possessed of land, have you seen 
any indication that the testators are desirous that their children should not share and share 
alike in that property? I cannot undertake to give an accurate answer to that question. 
But my impression is, that the eldest son is almost always more liberally provided for than 
the younger ones. 
101. By ,ifr. Forster: Has not the operation of English legislation, and of legal decisions 
also, been rather to divest heirs of privileges which they possessed in former times :—For 
instance, those privileges relating to debts, which formerly (1 think you alluded to them) 
were chargeable upon land? Certainly. The tendency of modern legislation has been, to 
make men pay their debts; and, with that view, to make land as well as chattels answerable 
for debts, whether in the hands' of the debtor himself, or his heir. 

And, in fact to deprive . the heir of certain privileges which he formerly possessed as 
heir? Just so. The heir in ancient times,—and indeed until a comparatively recent period,—
was responsible only for certain classes of debts; and might take the land, therefore, 'free 
from a large portion of his ancestor's liabilities. That state of things was, I need hardly say, 
a disgrace to our law, and now it no longer exists. 

Has not also the tendency of legislation and of legal decisions been, to abolish the rights 
of dower? The tendency of legislation has been, also, to defeat or abolish dower. 

Do you think that the tendency of the law in these respects has been beneficial? In 
the former case, I think that the law has simply been honest; and that it is monstrous to 
permit any heir, to take his ancestor's land, freed of all liability to that ancestor's debts. 
This, however, is irrespective of any question of descent. In the, particular case of 4ower, 
modern enactments have simply put it in the husbands power to deprive his wife of that 
interest, and in her's to bar it, by ,a more inexpensive and easy'proeess than formerly. 

then the law, in fact, is not disposed to recognise any natural rights in any of those 
eases? I do not know that the law ever has done so. Nor that there was supposed to ho 
any such right. 

If the intentions of this Bill were carried out,—upposing the language and phraseology 
to be altered, and put into a better shape, it would, would it not, go only rather farther than 
our modern legislation has been going, but in the same direction ? I do not think so at all. 
I see nothing in English legislation to justify the idea that the course of descent was ever 
meant to, be touched. But, when land did descend, the law has endeavoured to make it 
descend untrammelled, and liable to its former owner's debts. 

Do you consider the mode of distribution of the proceeds of propeity adopted by the 
Statute of Distributions to be a reasoo,able and equitable mode? I do not know that it is 
otherwise. That is to say, if there must be a fixed rule. 

Do you think that it might be improved upon? I do not know that it could. It pro. 
ceeds upon the assumption, that, whether the property be less or more, the widow always 
requires one-third, and the children always require the other two-thirds; and these last 
always in equal shares. Now the actual case is frequently very different. But, supposing 
that one uniform rule is essentiaI, because discretionary distribution would be impracticable, 
then I think the present mode of distribution a good one.. 

Well, supposing the best mode of distribution of personal property arrived at, do you 

think 
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The Hon. think that it would be unreasonable, in those limited cases where the State is called upon to,

SirA.Stephen, stand in loco parse liz, to deal with real estate—would it he unreasonable to adopt the same 
nig t, C.J.mode of distribution of the proceeds in those particular cases? If one uniform rule must 

be adopted, I see no reason for a different one, in distributing the proceeds of land, than that 
23 July, 1858. which obtains in distributing the proceeds of chattels. Except, indeed, that landed property 

is usually so much more valuable; and that some portion of that land might not unnaturally 
be separated from the rest, and set apart for the family generally. The family mansion, for 

example. 
113 Do you not tliiuk that nearly the same objections as those you have alluded to, as 
regards the advantage of retaining the family mansion, and other things, might apply to 
pastoral properties, which, I presume, under the present law would be treated entirely as 
persona property? I fear that I do not rightly collect what you mean. 

Such as squatting stations. There may be family mansions on squattagcs. I believe 
that there are some now, as on other estates. There may be children born in these places; 
and they may he just as much attached to family mansions as others? It is scarcely possible 
for me to answer any question about squattages; because I do not certainly know what that 
kind of property is—whether it be anything or nothing. 

At present it is personal estate only: a station has the right to it? I do not, at present 
known what the right to a station is. My idea of a squattage is, a great wild place extending 
nobody knows where, and nobody can tell how far, upon which people live as long aS they 
can, make as much money as they can, and then go to England :—neither building churches, 
nor schools, nor houses of any kind—worthy the name; no indeed leaving anything to record 

the occupier's presence, except a few blackened stumps. Give the squatters, however, a 
permanent interest in these tracts, and we may perhaps see a better state of things. 
116, With regard to a suggestion of, yours, that land, though descending under the present 
system, might be charged with the maintenance of the younger children and the widow, 
or the younger children at least—might it not sometimes happen, in the very fiuctui.ting 
values which attach to property in this country, that the heir in many cases would refuse 
the inheritance altogether, and then the same sort of difficulties would occur as if a law 
of this kind had not been passed? I do not perceive the difficulty. If he refused to enjoy 
the inheritance, the title would still have vested in him; and the law could compel him to 
provide for the widow, and the younger children, or make the estate over to some person 
who would, exactly the same. 

Could the law compel him, if he refused, to have anything to do with. the estate—would 
the law compel him to make the title over? No doubt it would. In either case, his liability 
could not extend beyond the value of the property, of course. 

I presume it would be the same if land was left to the eldest son or any other person 
charged with the maintenance of others—if he refused the bequest would the law take it 
from him altogether, and give a title to another person? The law would compel the devisce 
to carry .out.the trusts to the extent of the value of the property. If he refused to do so, 
or rejected the devise altogether, he could be compelled to convey the title to some one else. 

It would not attach as a personal debt to him? Certainly not. The charge would be a 

liability on the estate only. 
The land would be sold? The charge would be like a mortgage. The deceased owner 

having subjected the land to certain charges, it would be liable to them just the same as if 
he had executed a mortgage on it. 

Then it would be sold, and if there was a family mansion, upon it that mansion would 
go away? Exactly. So it would in any other case, where the owner of land died with 
charges on his land. If a man devises his estate, and is insolvent, it will go to pay his 
debts. So it will, if he died insolvent and intestate. In all such cases, the first claim is 
in honesty that of the creditors. Whatever your law of descent, the property of a dçceased 
debtor will always, I presume, go first to pay his debts. 

The point I was aiming at is, that this suggestion of yours, of enabling the Supreme 
Court to charge landed property with the maintenance of children might end in doing just 
the same thing? No doubt, if the estate is insolvent. But no system is framed for excep-
tional cases. A hopelessly incumbered estate may, nominally, devolve or be distributed as 
you please :—the result will obviously be the same. This has nothing to do, therefore, with 
any question as to the mode of descent. 

By Mr. Macarthur: In the early part of your evidence you alluded to the law of 
gavelkind. That is an exception to the general principle of the law of England as to the 
descent of property. The law of primogeniture being the general principle of the 1aw of 
England, all intestate estates would descend upon that principle; but, as this Bill proposes 
to introduce the principle of equal distribution amongst the members of the family, is it not 
probable that the tendency of such a law would be, to produce 'the opposite state of things 
to that which exists in England under the law of priniogeniture? That is to say, is it or 
nt my opinion that the tendency of this Bill will be to spread and divide property? 

The principle of the law of England is, that property goes to the eldest son. The 
law of gavelkind in Kent is a very insignificant exception 'from that law. There the 
general custom or general principle of primogeniture, in the course of years, and in the 
general operation of things, produces an effect upon the exceptional case. But here we 
propose, to make the principle which governs the exceptional case the general principle of 
the law. Would not the natural consequence in the course of years be, to produce here very 
opposite results to those which we see existing with reference to landed property in England? 
It strikes me, that such would probably be the tendency of such a measure. Its natural 
tendency will be, I conceive, to destroy attachment to the soil generally; and indirectly to 
Impair the love of family, or the desire to perpetuate a name. Its effect will b6 also, I think, 
to equalize property, by rendering sales in all intestacy cases unavoidable. In England, it 
is certain that many intestacies occur, in which the land goes exclusively to the eldest son; 

yet 
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yet I do not believe that., in those cases, the younger sons are left to starve. Suppose now a Theflon. 
man of landed property, settled in some country where probably his ancestors have lived for 
generations before him. lie knows and feels that he is the "gentlenian" of his neighbour- g 

hood or village. The people look up to him; and ho attends to their wants, and protects 
d 23J. their interests. He discharges, in short, all the duties of his station, which we see performed ' 188  

in England by so many country gentlemen; living almost as a father does in a large family. 
He knows that his eldest son, his heir, is to be the gentleman of the place after him; owner 
of the same possessions, lord of the same manor, and the like. In this way you see, blended, 
the love of a family name and attachment to the land, with which that name itself has been 
so long associated. These two affections tend to unite families and neighbourhoods together; 
and to make men take a permanent interest in their country's welfare. By this succession 
to the soil, too, there is perpetuated an independent race and class; and a not offensive 
family pride is induced, the effect of which is favorable to character. 

When we speak of natural right in the children to succeed to the property of the 
parents, does not that right derive its existence from the feeling of family: I cannot 
conceive that it eiists in any other way? I do not at all admit, myself, the right which 
has been mentioned. It appears to me to be just and natural that the children should be 
provided for according to their wants. Except in reference to this, I no more reqopise 
the right of the eldest, or any one of them, than the right of another. Every such claim, 
however, rests only on the recognised right of succession in a family. It seems to me, that 
the property of the parent should be made to assist his children, in proportion to their 
wants. This seems the natural law of the case. A mother devotes her chief attention 
and care to the child who most requires it. The law of natural affection, which ordinarily 
pervades a family, supplies here the guide. Every natural right must be in conformity with 
those laws, of which the author is God. 

So that the best possible distribution of property amongst a family would be that 
which best accorded with the claims of family affection—which carried out the claims of 
family affection? That is my opinion. The natural right, in such cases, seems to me to be 
that which natural affection dictates. But the succession of one son alone, on whom his 
mother and sisters or brothers may have a natural claim, (if the ties of family be once 
recognised,) as strong as on the deceased father, for assistance from the family patrimony, is 
not necessarily inconsistent with natural rights—while that mode of succession may subserve 
some of the highest social and public objects. 

Where families are properly brought up, the eldest son considers himself as inheriting 
the duties of the possessor of the estate towards the whole family, as well as any peculiar 
advantage to himself? Unless thoroughly debased by selfishness, he certainly will. Property 
entails duties, quite as much as it confers rights; and in many cases, (I should hope the 
majority,) those who succeed to the rights, do by no means feel absolved from the duties of 
their position. But, lest heirs should neglect them, to the injury of the younger children, 
the law may perhaps wisely interpose, by enforcing the performance of those duties. 

Where the eldest son, supposing him to succeed to the property, neglects those duties, 
and forgets the observance of the natural right, founded on the laws of God, to which you 
have alluded, he is in fact to be looked upon as an exception, at all events, from those prin- 
ciples which ought to govern human beings? As far as my own impressions extend, though 
probably I could specify few instances either way, I think the case does form the exception. 

And I think you have said, in an early part of your examination, that we should never 
legislate for exceptional cases—that we should endeavour to legislate upon general principles, 
rather than exceptional cases? All legislation, it seems to me, should be founded upon 
broad and general views, and with reference to the mass of cases which arise or are likely to 
arise, rather than with a view of meeting such as form exceptional instances. We have 
spoken of the custom of gavelkind. There is another; that of Borough-English, as it is 
called. The origin of this may have been, that the youngest son was the one most likely to 
need the property; or it may have been a desire to retain the property, for a certainly longer 
period, in at all events the same family. This seems to be the most ancient tenure known 
in England. 

Supposing this Bill to pass into law, do you think that it will obviate cases of hardship 
and distress, such as may possibly have existed under the operation of the present law ? 
Not at all. My opinion is that it will rather tend to aggravate them. The estate, instead 
of being kept together by the son, or by the mother in his behalf, must in every case be sold, 
and the proceeds distributed or kept for distribution; each child getting, or being entitled to 
get., an equal share, after deducting the mother's third. The family at large will, I think, 
in most cases, not be benefited in the long run, or its members individually be made more 
contented, by this change. It is well known among lawyers, that a hard case makes a bad 
law:—it is a proverbial expression, implying that no general rule should be relaxed because 
it may operate harshly in some particular instance. I suspect that two or three flagrant - 
cases of hardship, coming under the observation of certain Members of the Legislature have 
induced them to favor this Bill. But, with all respect to them, I would suggest that the 
remedy may introduce evils in the opposite extreme; and that some inconveniences and cases 
of hardship will arise, make what law you will on this subject. 

3t11_K 
THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, 26 AUGUST, 1858. 

4juøtnt:— 

Ma. MURRAY, Ma. FORSTER, 
Ma. PIDDINUTON, Ma. PARKES, 

Ma. FAUCETT, Na. JONES, 

Ma. DENIEHY. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

John Fletcher Hargrave, Esq, called in and examined :— 

J.F.Hargrave 1. By the (Jitairman: You are a Barrister of the Supreme Court? Yes. 
A Bill, the object of which is to alter the state of the law in regard to the succession or 

26
scent of landed property in cases of intestacy, has been referred to this Committee—would 

Aug.,g., ' you be good enough to state your opinion as to the expediency or propriety of passing such a 
measure as that? The first difficulty I should feel in answering such a question would be 
this :—The necessity of such a measure seems to be entirely dependent upon some peculiar 
circumstances of the Colony, as the preamble states, and my residence here has been so short 
that I do not feel myself competent to give an opinion on the subject of such peculiar 
circumstances. 
Under what circumstances do you think it would be desirable, in a Colony like this, to 

maintain the law as it now stands? I should think, under all circumstances, where you are 
desirous of improving a Colony, and making it as nearly as possible similar to the Mother 
Country—to England—I should say continue the same tenure of property as in the Mother 

Country. 
In all cases? Yes. I am not aware of any case in which I should suggest any improve- 

ment or alteration of the law of tenure that would benefit any Colony. With reference to 
the transfer and descent of lands held in fee simple, I have always considered that the law 
of primogeniture lies at the root of the simplification of the law of tenure of land in England, 
by doing away with the Saxon tenures, in so far as titles to such lands are concerned. The 
political object and effect of the law of primogeniture, as part of the feudal system, has been 
to provide for the settlement and permanent location of the Mother Country from the time 
of William the Conqueror, whose feudal barons became fixed to their several lordships by 
the law of primogeniture, more than by any other circumstance of that age; and carrying 
the system down to the inferior barons and seigneurs, and freehold tenants, the law of primo-
geniture lies at the root of the general settlement and improvement of all landed property, 
which would not have gone on as it did, nor will it ever go on, so far as I can understand the 
policy of the law, or can recollect from the constitutional history of England, if directly a 
baron or any other freehold tenant died his land was divisible; because no man would like 
to lay out labor or money in building, either in castles or farm-houses, or upon such improve-
ments, if they were to be divided immediately. That is the notion I have of it, looking at 
if as a mere matter of policy in promoting improvements of the soil of the most permanent 

and substantial nature. 
& That system might have been very judicious in old feudal times, but how can it apply, or 
what is there in common in the state of this Colony with the feudalism of old times? I am 
looking at it merely as to the improvement of the land. When a man buys land in fee 
simple, that is, to him and his heirs for ever, it is not to sit down upon it and leave it as it 
is, but to lay out money upon it for the purpose of improving it; and lie begins at once by 
fencing it in, and then proceeds by putting up a hut, a house, or a castle upon it; and I 
really can see no distinction in principle between the feudal age and our own, so far as the 
law of primogeniture is concerned. The non-subdivision of land in case of intestacy lies at 
the root of all permanent improvements of the highest classes. 
The investment of money in land is prima facie proof that the party who invests will seek 

for some return from the land? Now or hereafter the amount he will expend, and the 
substantiality of his improvements, will depend on the length of his tenure. 
So that at any time when persons invested money in land their object naturally would be 

to cultivate it, and derive some return from it? Yes—first by cultivating it. He begins by 

improving it in some way. 
Then do you think the alteration proposed in the law would be a bar to the improvement 

of land in this Colony? Most distinctly. I state it with great deference; but we see the same 
principle at work around us in every class of improvements of land. No man will ever build 
on a leasehold tenure if he could obtain a freehold of inheritance, and the shorter the lease 
the less substantial the building or other improvement; and so as to the freeholds themselves, 
no man would build a substantial house even on a freehold, except for the law of primo-
geniture. Of course this point must be considered wholly without reference to the alienation 
of the land by devise or otherwise. The Bill compels us to look at the question solely as if 
land were always to go by intestacies; my remarks have reference solely to such a state of 
things, which is the only just and sound way of considering such a Bill as this appears to be. 
You think, then, that if in a case of intestacy the landed property were equally divided 

amongst all the children of the deceased party, that the land so falling to them would he less 
likely to be cultivated than if it fell into the bands of one individual? Yes; because each 
such person taking by this species of division would see that his share of the land would go 
on in the same way of division throughout; why then should he improve his land in the way 
I have mentioned ?—I mean with buildings and permanent improvements, not mere agricul-
tural improvements,—though as to these also I think the subdivision of the freehold in case 
of intestacy would be a bar to improvements of every kind. I say this: a person taking 

in the first instance a grant from the Crown would find a difficulty in improving it himself in 
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in the degree I have mentioned, and also in getting tenants to take leases, if it were divisille J.F.Hargrave 
among all the children of the first grantee, instead of going to the heir-at-law. The first Esq. 

difficulty of a tenant under such a state of things would be, that if the grantee or original ,_ A_.... 

landlord died without a will the tenant would have to pay the rent to all the heirs. The 26Aug.,1858. 
tenant could not tell to whom, or to how many the rent was to be paid; each heir in gavel-
kind is, as the lawyers say, seized of the freehold per mie and per tout, that is, the tenant 
must obtain the receipt for his rent not merely from the first heir, but have to pay each 
portion of his rent to all the children, including the youngest infant ; so multiplying all 
questions of legitimacy, marriage, &c. That would be a very great difficulty. The way the 
difficulty comes before us in that part of England where the law of gavelkind exists (in Kent) 
is this: either by special Act of Parliament, a Bill of partition in Equity where infants are 
interested, or by mutual conveyances among the heirs in gavelkind, you at once obtain a 
division; and then each tenant improves his own share as well as he can; but the same 
difficulty must always arise hereafter on every intestacy. If you were to disgavel all these 
lands, that is, make them subject to the law of primogeniture, none of these expensive 
divisions would ever become necessary, and the improvement goes on smooth enough, 

Then, in order to improve the condition of a country, intestacy should be very common—
should not be a mere accident, but the rule prevailing in the country? Your Bill legislates 
on that assumption. I have merely considered the simple Bill before me. I have no idea of 
the larger question you now suggest. I dare say it may he so. Your Bill does not affect the 
right of devise, which has effectually prevented, since the reign of Henry the Eighth, any 
mischief from the law of primogeniture. As soon as a man improves his grant, or even 
contemplates improving it, he takes care to make his will; unless he wishes the law of 
primogeniture to give all his grants to his eldest son. Every man knows at least that much 
of the law of the land, and if he does not devise his land otherwise, we must assume that he 
meant what has resulted from intestacy. 
But I think you stated just now that you thought the political condition of the country 

would be affected by it? I do not think people would improve the soil so permanently as 
under the law of primogeniture. I did not enter into the politics of the Bill further. 
But it is not proposed under this Bill that any right which persons have now to dispose 

of their property by law should be taken away? No; 1 understand that; but my observa-
tions have reference simply to the Bill as it stands, which, in effect, abolishes the law of 
primogeniture. 

Cases of intestacy would of course he exceptional cases? Yes; but the Bill in its terms 
and effect goes far beyond exceptional cases. For instance, it would raise a difficulty with 
regard to existing titles. Suppose on looking into a title at the present moment I find that 
the grantee died ten years ago, and that he was intestate, as the first clause of this Act 
stands; I have to trace the title through all his children. Suppose I go back to the 
beginning of the Colony, to the first grantee in 1788—hc is dead, and his heir—tracing it by 
the law of primogeniture—A. B. is also dead. If this Bill passes now, I should have to trace 
the title of that grant, at great expense and labor, from 1788 to the present time, and 
through every one of his children and their children, so that title becomes valueless. That is 
the case, and if you start from the present time, it seems to me this will henceforth hereafter 
always be the case; just as in a gavelkind title to a freehold in Kent. Whenever we come to 
an intestacy in a gavelkind title, conveyancers well know the consequences. 
But is not there some limitation? There is the Statute of Limitations, which, of course, 

applies to all cases alike, and has nothing to do with the proposed Bill either way, so far as 
I can see. 
Do you think the existence of such a law as that proposed would prevent the cultivation 

of land? The tendency of such a law would be against any improvements, and therefore 
against cultivation. But I was trying to show how the Bill would increase the difficulty of 
tracing titles, and every lawyer knows very well, and, I dare say, every landowner not a 
lawyer has experienced that the expense of tracing titles is too great; even as tiles are now, 
this expense interferes very much with the free alienation of land, and therefore with its 
improvement. In England, under the law of gavelkind in Kent, the cost of proving the title 
strictly would be sometimes half the value of the property, and may easily exceed the whole 
value, unless met by special conditions of sale. 
But may not that arise from the complicated state of the law in regard to landed property 

in England? It is the simple case I am putting of the succession in cases of intestacy by 
gavelkind, as proposed by this Bill. 

It has been held by a very high authority that it requires almost a lifetime to master 
the law of England in regard to landed property? Certainly; but the point before us now 
is only one point of that law. 

Then it must in consequence be very complicated? Yes; but the Bill before us does not 
enter into these complications. 

And under what state of things has that complicated system risen—under the old feudal 
system? Not at all. The difficulties arose from the system of conveyancing, whereby the 
lawyers have been obliged to frame instruments of every possible variety to meet the infinitely 
variable schemes' and projects of landowners, thereby giving rise to long and intricate titles, 
and all the questions of construction. I think the want of a good system of registration has 
a great deal to do with the complication of titles; but that subject I have not recently thought 
much about, In 'my opinion the present system of conveyancing, and the long and expensive 
abstracts, are very great impediments to the free alienation and improvement of land. 

I presume, then, that you do think the existence of the law as it now stands facilitates 
the improvement of land? I think the simple point before us on this Bill is the descent of 
the title to one child, or a single individual, ascertained on the death of the owner dying 
intestate,—that simple point of law improves the land in every point of view that I can see 
it, rather than its division among all the children, or among a class of individuals. 

21. 
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J,F.Hargrave 21. 1 will read you this letter, and perhaps you will give me an answer to a question or two 
Esq. concerning it:-"  Pardon the liberty an humble unknown individual takes in troubling you 

" with some information on a subject he is deeply interested in, viz., the Bill you have now 
26 Aug., 1858. '€ before Parliament—on the injustice of the eldest son becoming heir to all the landed 

" property, with a share of all moneys, goods, and chattels. Eight years and a half since 
U my sister-in-law was married to a widower, whose first wife died two years before giving 
"birth to the fourth boy. The husband was as stout and strong a man as I have seen. 
" Twelve months after, when riding into Braidwood alone, he was seized with apoplexy, 
" and was found in the bush after having lain four hours in a scorching January sun. 
He was speechless and helpless, and continued so for three days, when he died, 

" intestate. I was at a loss how to act. His property left consisted of a farm of 50 
acres, about 3,000 sheep (for which he rented a run), some 200 head of cattle, and 

U a few horses, with two allotments of land in Braidwood. Thus were the four fatherless 

" and motherless children left in the care of a young female, so incapable of conducting 
" the affairs that I saw it to be my duty, having no children of my own, to give up 
"my own farm, and with my wife to live with them and do all in our power for them, 
as if they were our own. The runs being limited and scrubby the sheep cannot be 
" increased. The wooi and cattle with a small dairy keeps the wolf from the door. But 
" with educating and clothing the children and expensive wages it requires great labor and 
" economy. Now the hardship is this: the two allotments in Braidwood would have been an 
" independence to the whole family could the land be built upon and improved—the rents a 
" regular income. But it cannot be done, for by so doing the other members of the family 
" would be robbed of their hard earnings to the enriching of the heir-at-law. And the same 
" with the farm, whereon we have built a stone cottage with out-houses and fencing, &c., all 
which they that have labored most for must part with and give up to the more fortunate 
" one that came first into existence. And what is to become of the widow, and the other 
four youths left homeless by him that should have acted a father's part?" &o. That seems 
to me to be an instance where the existing state of things prevents the improvements of 
landed property very materially ? In what respect? the title descends to the eldest son, 
who can do what he pleases with it. 
But years must pass away before he attains his majority? I did not catch that. The 

writer of this letter does not specify the infancy of the heir-at-law, which is the only legal 
bar to the improvemeni of the land. If the owner of all this property and the father of these 
children, and the husband of this "young female incapable of conducting these affairs," 
chose to surround himself day by day with these properties and these objects of care without 
altering the familiar devolution of his property, it is he that it is to blame, if any one. But 
I can see no blame to any one, because I cannot assume him not to have intended these 

results, and therefore why should the world or the Legislature interfere with him or his 

property. 
But in a country like this do you think it desirable that the distinction which exists 

should be maintained between real property and personal property? Yes. When you say 
"in a country like this," I repeat., as at first, that I do not understand nor observe any peculi-
arities of this country yet. I think—(but with great deference to the opinions of others) 
that the more you fix the population—which it is admitted is the political effect of the law 
of primogeniture—the more you induce them to fix themselves :—by giving them the same 
hereditary title they.take from the Crown " to them and their heirs for ever "—the more
inducement people have to stay. But if you make the allotment as movable as cattle, the 
people will become as movable—they will sell and go as readily. 
That must be in accordance with their own inclination? Yes; but I think the induce-

ment to stay is suggested to their minds by the knowledge that the land into which they put 
the spade for the purpose of improvement—which they cultivate or improve to any extent, 
descends to them and to their heirs for ever. My experience in England has led me to believe 
so. I have often heard laboring men in }ngland, when talking about the pound an acre as 
the Australian price of the freehold, discuss all the improvements and uses they would make 
of the land, and not even in Kent would any laboring man wish his tenure to be gavelkind—
no such notion would enter any one's head in England. I think we also see the same prin-
ciple inducing every working man in England to become a member of one or other of the 
numerous Freehold Land Societies—anxious to get a freehold, not so much for the franchise, 
though that was the origin of these societies, but that he may have an allotment where every 
shilling expended in improvement, and every hour of spare time employed in cultivation, is 
for the benefit of his children, which he knows can only be by the law of primogeniture. 
But do you think the Government of a country has any right, directly or indirectly to 

impede liberty of action? No. The Government ought not to interfere in any way; but 
with the political view of this Bill, I beg to be underst000d as speaking without consideration, 
merely as the matter strikes me, being unacquainted with the special circumstances of the 
Colony. 
But what has the Government of a country to do with a man selling his land or not; he 

is the best judge of his own interests, whether he desires to sell a farm or a horse? Yes. 
If he takes a grant he may sell it on the same day, or whenever he likes. That is quite 
another subject from the present question, whether it would be beneficial to the country that 
the land should, without either deed or will of any kind, descend to one individual rather 
than to three or even a dozen. 
But it bears upon the question whether there should be any distinction between 

personal property and real estate? The distinction we start with from the first grant: A 
man takes from the Crown and the Crown transfers to the subject by the simple "grant" 
the whole title to the land, the same as Her 11ajesty has in the Crown. It is to Her and 
Her heirs for ever, subject to forfeiture under the Act of Settlement; so with the tenure of 
an allotment—it is to him and to his heirs for ever. That is what Englishmen are generally 

very 
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very anxious to get; and I think they tolerably well understand the maning and effect of JF.Hàrgrave 
the words " heritage," "heirship," "heirs," and so on. If you say instead you shall take a 
grant for a thousand years you fulfil the grapd object of this Act. It will then descend as chat- ., 
tels real divisible amopg all, and you can do without a word of this Act. Such a grant will 26 Aug., 1858. 
then pass to the executors or administrators, or to the Curator of Intestate Estates. Why - 
not from the date of operation of this Act stop the issue of any grant except for 10,000 
years, and enact that, as to existing grants, the words "heirs for ever," and similar expres- 
sions, shall " be deemed, adjudged, and taken for all purposes to be executors, administrators- 
CC 

 

and assigns for 10,000 years ?" 
Are you aware that for a very long period of time the course of reform in regard to' 

landed property has had the tendency of breaking through the old feudal system? The feudaP 
system had lost all its had effects by the statutes of uses and of wills in Henry the 'Eighth's' 
reign; and from that time land became gradually available for all the purposes of family 
provisions and commerce, as easily as personalty, the last 'nominal nolics of feudalism being 
abolished in Charles the Second's time. But the tendency of all sound law reformers in Eng-
land, since Lord Eldon's time, and since the uprooting of the old tory system, has been, not 
to abolish the freehold tenures of land, but to make them stronger and more serviceable for 
their real uses and purposes. We have been doing away with technical absurdities in law 
which the change of manners and circumstances enabled us to get rid of without peril to the 
social or political fabric; but we have not been altering the main principles of one law of 
property, except by assimilating all the copyhold and other less tenures to the simple free-
hold tenure "to a mm and his heirs for ever," with all the incidents of that tenure, 
especially the descent to one heir, instead of being divided among many inheritors, which I 
consider quite as essential a part of what we like to have in England as that the Monarch's' 
title to the Cr wn should be indivisible. I do not 'think any of the'tendencies of reform. 
have been in the direction of this Bill from the time of the Reform Bill to the present time. 
Of course all the legal reforms have taken place since then. In one of the Real I'roperty, 
Commissioners' reports, upon which all English law reforms have been founded, as to the 
subject before us, there is a sepai'ate report on the question of gavelkind tenure of Kent, and. 
the propriety of disgavelling those lands 'by a general Act, but it was not done, and for very 
good reasons; but no one ever considered for a moment that any possible advantage could result 
from the extension of the system to the whole country, as by this Bill. Every lawyer knowa 
very well that there is not a'single advantage in the gavelkind tenure, and that its' 
disadvatagcs and inconveniences are numerous and great, th'ough somewhat diminished by-
its other peculiarities, as, for example, in the right of alienation by the heirs in gavelkind at 
the age of 17 instead of 21,, but then only by feoffment. It is many years since I had 
occasion to look into the Real Property Commissioners' reports, but I neveI hêad any sugges-. 
tions of there being any ground to prefer the gavelkind tenure to the common tenure. The 
penal laws in Ireland which imposed the gavelkind tenure as a penalty on the Roman 
Catholic landowners of Ireland from the reign of Queen Anne• to the reign of George  the 
Third, sho'w' pretty well that the tendency of the gavelkind tenure is againstimprove-
ment. The object was to put down the old Irish families—the Roman Catholic families----
who bad supported the Stuart cause in Ireland, and to reduce their landed influence. The 
mere prevalence of this gavelkind tenure for 30 years introduced also a tendency for that 
subdivision of property in Ireland which has always been considered so injurious to every 
rank of Irish landowners, down to the mere cottier and conacre teiiant. I could not illustrate 
my meaning better than by referring to the former condition of Ireland as described by 
Arthur Young and other writers. 

But was not that law introduced in the reign of Queen Anne, eouled with other condi- 
tions which had the effect in a greater degree than the law itself? The main point 1 
recollect was this—that if I was within the scope of those penal laws at the time. of my death 
and left. freehold lands or entail 

You could not will it? No. 
By ,,41i. De'nie1y: You could exercise no function at all in connection with it? Yes. 

Of course it did not apply to bona /ide sales; but if it did not, the object of it was to subdivide 
property if it descended. That was the main object of it. 

By the G'hai,'nian: You see that law you refer to was coupled with a condition which we 
never dream of now? I do not understand how the question befOre us-is affected by.  that.. 
The owner could sell for a bone ,fide consideration. 

By Mr. Fauceti: Bñt he could not bequeath land by will? I'am not aware how that.-
circumstance affects the point before us. The descent in gavelkind broke up the properties, 
and prevented improvements. The forbidding to devise the lands only made the mischief' 
general; the mischief was in the subdivision, and was so understood, I believe, by all who 
have considered the subject, and it strikes me so' now. I should like to see' that Act of' 
Queen Anne's reign. Supposing, now, under a will a man devises lands to his heirs in tail. 
male or tail female, or tail special of any kind, what construction would have to be put upon 
that, because the Bill says all lands and hereditaments shall be deemed, adjudged, and taken 
to be chattels real for all purposes? 

By the Uhairman: It is proposed to alter that clause thus :--" From and after the 
passing of this Act all lands and hereditaments within the said Colony shall, in cases of 
intestacy, be deemed, adjudged, and taken to be chattels real"? That alters' the,  case 
before us now; but I do not see how that would settle the many questions that might arise 
by such an Act. 

By Mr. Denielry: It is only where an' individual has died without signifying his own 
wish —we do not wish to interfere with the liberty of disposal of effects real or personal? 
Certainly, the words inserted may make a difference, as to which I cannot. ace how the Act-
would be construed in the cases'I 'put; and then there is the' second clause, referring'to uses 
and "wills," 

381—L ' 36. 



LTM 

33 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTE5 

JKHargrave 3. By the chairmaa: That, also, is to be altered. It is a misprint. The word "wills" 
Esq. will be struck out, and even then, perhaps, the clause will require some further consideration? 

'- '-•--s I do not know what the effect of such a clause as this would be, enacdng that an Imperial 
Aug., 1808. Act of Parliament shall apply were, in/act, it does not. The Act of Parliament of Henry the 

Eighth does not apply to chattels real—I mean the Statute of Uses. What will be the effect 
of ti:e operation of a clause of this sort in this Colony—in what respect will the Statute of 
Uses apply? It does, no doubt, apply now to chattels real,pro tanto. You can create a term 
of years under the Statute of Uses. It is utterly impossible to predict the effect of such a 
clause as this is. I think the case of the infant mentioned in the letter which you read might 
be met, as it is in England, by giving the Court of Chancery power to deal with such estates, 
whether by granting improving leases or otherwise. In England, if an infant heir-at-law is 
entitled to property, without trustees or other guardians, the whole of that property goes 
into Chancery, and the Court can grant leases and improve it. I suppose a simple applica-
tion of that Act here would meet the difficulty mentioned, so far as improvement is concerned. 
You think, then, that it is inexpedient to alter the law? I would not go so fax as that. 

I would say that I do not see any reason for altering the descent of lands of intestates. 
Are you aware that cases of grievous individual hardship occur in the law as it stands? 

No, I am not. It is possible that the third section would meet all the difficulty; that is, 
that the power of sale should be invested in the Judges of the Supreme Court. You would 
then give them exactly the power the Court of Chancery has in England in dealing with 
infants' estates. So far as the State is concerned, that seems to me to be all that can be 
wanted—that the property shall not remain in the hands of an infant heir incapable of 
improving it; but the subdivision of the property is another question altogether, and I am 
nt sure that the State should interfere for the merely exceptional cases you allude to. 
39 By Mr. Deniehy: Do you see any difficulty in carrying out those provisions. In 
looking at the Act I should divide it into two points of view—first, as affecting the tenure 
and the construction of instruments which regard existing titles. That is the first part. 
Suppose we take a title from the Crown : the first section says, "from and after the passing 
" of this Act all lands and hereditarnents in the Colony shall, in cases of intestacy, 
" be taken to be chattels real." You see we are not going to make it retrospective, and 
open up all sorts of questions about existing tenures ? There is not a better way than 
to let the grants that issue from this time be for a thousand or for ten thousand years. 
There it is: there is no freehold tenure then in such grants. 
That is in order to have a technical completeness; but supposing we do not disturb any-

thing at present existing? If you go beyond the grants that are issued after the present 
time you must affect existing titles. 

As I understand the matter, it is to make this Act prospective and not retrospective. 
It would not, therefore, affect titles already in existence ? I do not see how you can help it 
if you make the clause read "All lands and hereditaments shall be taken as chattels real 
"in cases of intestacy after the passing of this Act." 

Henceforth, it is simply that if any individual shall die intestate, notwithstanding the 
nature of any instrument under which the intestate dies seized the land shall be divided 
equally? But supposing in tracing a title back through an heir-at-law who died 20 or 30 
years ago there is an intestacy occurs in that title. 

That is before this Act shall come into operation ? There is nothing, as I see it in this 
Act, to say that it shall not be affected. 

I wish it not to have a retrospective operation; we would make it law from the date 
when it is passed ? And only from the deaths at the present time? 
45 .By the Chairmen: I think if we tried to do that we could not —? Is not that the 
effect of the first section ? By enacting so as to affect existing properties you must make 
the Act retrospective. 
40. By Mr. Dereichy: The words are so general? That is what I am afraid of; you alter 
the tenure, and therefore affect existing interests. For example, a man now seized in fee 
knows and intends that his land will descend to his eldest son, subject to dower to his widow, 
without any other act on his part. By this Act you compel to make a will to accomplish 
these intentions, and so expose him to all the uncertainties of due execution of the will, 
interpretation of his meaning, construction of words used, and so on. Is not that making 
the Act retrospective? can you avoid this effect, and is it understood that these effects are 
beneficial? 

But the first clause is, that all lands and hereditaments shall in cases of intestacy be 
taken to be chattels real after the passing of the Act—that plainly contemplates after the 
passing of the Act? Then that had better be put in it—persons dying after the passing of 
this Act. Let the Act apply merely to cases of intestacy from that date. 

Bej Mr. Faucelt: This is the clause of the statute of Anne which has been referred to: 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all lands, tenements, and here- 
ditamcnts, whereof any papist now is or hereafter shall be seized in fee simple or fee-tail, 

cc shall from henceforth, so long as any papist shall be seized of or entitled to the same in 
fee simple or fee tail be of the nature of gavelkind, and if not sold, aliened, or disposed of 
" by such papist in his lifetime, for good and valuable consideration of money really and 
" bone fide paid, shall for such estate from such papist descend to and be inherited by all 
" and every the sons of such papist any way inheritable to such estate, share and share alike, 
" aild not descend on or come to the eldest of such sons only, being a papist, as heir-at-law; 
" and shall in like manner from such respective sons, being papists, descend to and be inherited 
" by all and every the sons of such sons, share and share alike, and not descend to the eldest 
" of such sons, being a papist, as heir-at-law only, and that for want of issue male of such 
papist, the same shall descend to all his daughters any way inheritable to such estate in 
equal proportions; and for want of such issue among the collateral kindred of such 
papist, of the kin of his father any way inheritable to such estate in equal degree, and 

for 
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for want of such kindred to the collateral kindred of such papist of the kin of his mother J.F. Haigrave 
" any way inheritable to such estate and not otherwise; notwithstanding any grant, settle- Esq..  
ment, or disposition by will or otherwise that shall be made by such papist otherwise than 
such sale, alienation, or disposition be made by such papist as aforesaid; subject never- 

Aug., 18.58. 
".theless to all such debts and real incumbranees at the time of the decease of such papist 
charging such estate" ? Under the Wills Act of course they could devise it as they 
pleased, if not sold or disposed of for good and valuable consideration of money really and boeafide paid. 
B9 ilIr. .Deniehq: 

Is there any difficulty you feel with regard to the second clause being 
It worded, thus :-" Shall be deemed, adjudged, and taken to be chattels real "—If the word 
real" had been left out, would your difficulty have been overcome? The difficulty I feel 
is this: supposing I take the Statute of Uses in my hand, and wentthrough the different 
clauses and applied them to chattels real—. 

Chattels—not chattels real? Chattels real—a term of years. 
But if we strike out "real"? Then chattels without the word "real," would mean 
Just effects like money? It is impossible to say what would be the effect of that statute— 

what would be the effect of enacting by the Colonial law that all the clauses of the Statute of 
Uses shall apply to " chattels real," or even to " chattels," I cannot say. 
By the (Jhapi,,a,z: 

1 take it that this is the object of the law: that law was passed in 
the time of Henry the Eighth, to give parties who had land in use the right of disposing 
of it, and it was held to apply to real estate—positive real estate—landed property held in 
fee simple; and there was a decision given in the Courts that it did not apply to chattela 
real—that is for an estate held for a term of years, and the object of this clause was to let 
the Act apply to landed property generully—to give the same application of that Act to terms 
which had been before given to land in fee simple ? That would open up a great many 
questions which would apply to the interpretations  of instruments that had been drawn under 
that Act The statute of Henry the Eighth was held to apply merely to freehold, because 
it uses the words that whoever shall be "seized" of the use shall be held to have the same 
meaning in the possession as it has in the estate. It does not use the word possession in the 
enacting clause. The Judges, evading the operation of the Act, made it apply to the terms 
of years, notwithstanding the absence of the word possession, by intodueing a few words into 
the clause—only three words were introduced, which repealed that Act so far as its political 
effect was intended; but I think that that second section will open a great many questions 
of the difficult construction upon existing instruments. If you apply it to Acts in regard to 
real and personal estate under the Statute of Uses, and enact that the Statute of Uses, in all 
its words from the beginning to the end, shall apply to chattels real, I should be afraid it 
would open a great many questions of construction in reference to existing instruments. I 
do not see what is the object of it in this Act itself, because the first section and the third, 
providing that the sales of all lands under the Act by any administrator or the Curator of 
Intestate Estates should be subject to the approval of the Judges of the Supreme Court, will 
meet every case of intestacy and.hardship. 

The first section? The first and the third together. If an infant heir-at-law is seized of 
estates which are unimproved and would remain so, then the Curator might be authorized to 
take possession and sell them under.the direction of the Supreme Court, or 'grant infant's 
leases, or do what they please for the benefit of the infant. With regard to the division of 
the real property among all the children, that is for the father himself to decide, and we con-
sider in England that the fraternal affection between the elder and the younger children will 
meet any accidental failure of the father's intention. 

The eldest son is generally supposed 
to do what his father would have done, and not to hold all the lands exclusively to his own 
benefit, because his father died without a will accidentally, or from some error in the execution 
of his will; but the law should not legislate for these exceptional cases. Be/ Mr. 

You mean to say that the non-application of the 'Statute of Uses to 
chattels real does not arise from any specific words in the statute, but from certain incidents 
t that particular sort of estate? Yes; it arises from the omission of that word "possessed" 
after the word "seized." The words of the Act are, that where one person shall be seized 
to the use of another_where A shall be seized to the use of B, B shall be held to have the 
same estate in the land, as he had in the use. 

56. So that in fact the statute did not apply, because there are certain incidents which could 
not apply to that particular species of personal estate? Yes; and terms of years did not exist then. 

These difficulties will scarcely affect the object intended if these incidents did belong to 
chattels real—that would make the statute operate ? Yes, if you cou 
term of years. ld be " seized " for a 

So that in fact a clause like this cannot confer those incidents upon that species of 
personal estate? That is my impression. 

And consequently the clause is useless? Yes. I think the proper way to accomplish 
the proposed alteration of tenure would be to follow as nearly as could be the Act of Queen 
Anne, omitting all the words referring to religion. You would then get into none of those 
difficulties of construction applicable to a new form of words, but specifically declare that 
where any person dies without having sold his land, or is seized of land in fee simple or fee 
tail, it shall descend to the children, to be equally divided among the sons and daughters, 
precisely in the words of Queen Anne's Act, if such is the intention of this Bill. Then you 
get rid of all these difficulties and questions about chattels real. As the Act stands, the 
first clause reads to me as if the Legislature enacted that every acre of land shall be deemed, 
adjudged, and taken to be for all purposes a mob of cattle, 
60. But it has been suggested that the better expression would be personal estate? But I 
do not see That you gain by these new forms of legislation, as personal estate is already divided. 

61. 
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J.F.Hargrave 61, But supposing that to be the ease, all lands would then be distributdundCr the Statutdof 

Esq. Distribution, instead of as now ? But you have an Act to that effect, 4 George III., which 
to some extent enacts that all realty shall be personalty, and you have already one of your 

2Aug., 1858. Equity Statutes for the administration of estates founded upon that; Viz., the adopting the 
corresponding English Act. The Legislature here has not adopted the English Act. For

,  

instance, a creditor previously to this Act for reforming the law in this respect, that is to.say, 
under the law as it stood in Lord Eldon's time, might borrow money, lay it out in England in 
land, and the heir took the land, and if there was no personal estate the creditor got neither 
land nor money. Among the first Acts for reforming the law after King Willilm LV. came 

to the throne was this Act of 
to stop that by making lands liable to simple 

contract debts under adue course of administration of all estates in equity. Any creditor could 
file a bill and make all the debtor's land assets for the payment of all his debts. That Act 
has never been adopted here, but instead of that you have only the Act which declares the 
lands of traders to be for all purposes of personalty. That Act, it struck me--I have not looked 
at it for some weeks—itstruck me that an extension of that Act would meet very nearly the 
whole that this Act purposes, or ought to purpose. And to what extent it does not meet the 

hardship there is an Act to that effect, 54 George III. 
So it would be desirable to abolish the distinction of real estate and personal estate ? 

Yes. There are no good grounds for distributing the administration of property of that kind 
among creditors in a different way, when they get into the public hands, and have to be 
administered. I think the rights of property with regard to real estate and personal estate 
are very different. I think we start with that. The very ft)undatioa of our laws is built 
upon a difference between them, and to what extent they produce mischief we have met thee 
mischiefs by commensurate st.atutes. With regard to creditors, that has been met— a credito 

can get at the land of a debtor as at his personalty. 
That was one of the distinctions between real and personal estate which produced great 

injustice? Yes. 
And that has been remedied ? Yes. 
And have not the other distinctions been remedied—the law has been gradually reformed, 

has it not? It has not altered the law of tenure, but merely the administration of the rights 
of creditors. Where a creditor ought to be paid to all notions of justice and equity the law 

has stepped in and met the mischief by a corresponding remedy. 
66 Then, so far as the public were at any time called upon to exercise the right over the 

administration of, 
 estates either real or personal the tendency of the law has been to rather 

assimilate the two? This law can only be put in force by a creditor, and therefore only 
affects the property of debtors dying without making provision .for time payment of their 

debts. All debtors should be just to. their creditors before they are gsa 
Cr US to their 

devisees.. 
And, so far as public right has been concerned, has. not the effect been to assimilate the 

two estates? No; time law did not interfere with the tenure of the estate, but prevented 
injustice, which would otherwise arise from the neglect or fraud of the debtor. 

I am not speaking of the charactei of these estates in other cases; but where public 
right is exercised over them, do you not think the tendency has been to assimilate the 

No; the public would never have interfered at all had it not 
character of the two estates?  
been for two or three gross cases, where a man borrowed money and bought an estate, and 
then died, without paying the debt, .or leaving provision to pay it, as the law stood before 

the Act of William IV. 
That is what I understand by the exercise of a public right. The creditor being unable 

to enforce his claim, the .public then in a court of justice exercise their right to administer a 
remedy to the injustice created by the distinction? But that does not affect the tenure of 

the land; the Act very wisely limited the remedy to the mischief. 
Not of course where the right of private property is exercised—the right of private 

proprietors to do what they like with their own property; but .do you not thinkh 
that were 

the administration of property is exercised it should be done as simply as possible? Yes; 
but I am not prepared to say that land should be transferred as stock in a bank, or shares in 

a railway. 
What is the objection to transferring land as readily and as easily as railway stoek, 

provided no rights are touched, in cases where the public have to step in between persons 

injured? I do not see 
any objection; but I think the more easy and simple it is the 

better. 
72 Ts the mode of distribution of personal property under the Statute of Distributions in 
itself in any way inequitable? No; I do not see anything inequitable in its operation. 
73 Then do you not think it would be reasonable to a

dminister the proceeds of lauded pro-

perty that fell into public hands as they would under this law, under the same system? I 
think difficulties would arise in consequence of other estates which have been carved out of 
laud and not out of movable personalty, with regard to leases, settlements, and existing 

lnnitio11s of all kinds. to get over those difficulties—that they 
But I presume it would be possible for lawyers  

are not insuperable? I think that as to future legal instruments they might be diminished. 
I think that gradually has been done by several modern Acts of Parliament, simplifying 

conveyaneing in many respects. 
Then you admit that the intention of this Bill (if those difficulties can be overcome) 

would be a beneficial one? No, I do not think that; but I think the more you can simplify 
the transfer of land the better—I mean the transfer of absolute indefeasible estates of 
inheritance from one individual to another. The more you can shorten the conveyance and 
abstracts and do away with uncertainty the better; but these uncertainties do not arise from 
the law so much as from the various and intricate intentions of the owners; and it seems to 
jue that in any case of intestacy arising you would increase the expense as to all there 

matters 
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matters consequent upon the intestacy; because you would have to trace the title (whatever J.F.Hargrave 
it might be) through every one of the children, instead of one only, in case of intestacy. Esq. 
The title to land as property passing by deeds, &c., would be much affected by these unqua- 
lified words of the proposed Bill. The question is one of simplifying the transfer of land by 26 Aug., 1S8. 
abolishing the law of primogeniture, which would have exactly the reverse of simplification. 

But if the intention of this Bill—I would not say the intention of it as it may be con-
strued—if the intention was carried out of administering landed property by the same 
system by which personal property is now administered in the particular cases to which the 
Act refers, would it not so far he a simpler mode of dealing with the question of administer-
ing intestate estates ? I quite agree with you in regard to administration. I think land 
should be administered; but by administration I understand the distribution of its proceeds 
among people who have certain equitable rights—as creditors, legatees, and others—to a 
compulsory sale, not the subdivision of the legal interest among a class of individuals, where 
every one who ever owned a freehold estate intended it to go to a succession of individuals, 
unless by deed, will, or otherwise, he expressed a different intention, or unless the law of 
contract created other rights as for creditors; and that is always done under our shortest 
English bill in Equity. Administration of it, as between the creditors, that I consider to be 
met by the 3rd section of the Act, either through the Curator of Intestate Estates or throagh 
the administrator when he takes out letters of administration and proceeds in due course justly 
and duly to administer the same; and I assume, under the law as it stands at present., paying 
all the debts out of real and personal estate according to the equitable rules of marshalling 
assets. 

But suppose there are no creditors, is there any particular reason why landed estates 
should descend to one son—to the eldest son ? Is there any better reason for that than for 
distributing the proceeds in the way this Bill would under the Statute of Distribution ? 
There you raise up all those questions about the advantages of the law of primogeniture. 
I have always been accustomed to consider—and I have seen nothing to induce me to alter 
my opinion—that it is one of the principles of tenure which has the greatest possible tendency 
to improve property. It provides that a man shall have the land, or that it shall be to him 
and his heirs for ever; and it descends to his eldest son, in order that it may descend to him 
and his heirs for ever, instead of being divided into subdivisions ad i'fluiiurn, And all our 
laws of real property as to dower, and the innumerable other legal incidents of freeholds of 
inheritance, would be affected by this first clause to an exteit which I cannot foresee. 

But is there any necessity for subdivision under this Bill? Yes; the first thing a man 
entitled to real estate of an intestate would do after the death of the intestate, wouldbe to 
file a bill in Equity for partition. If there is an infant interested he muse do so, if this law 
passed into operation. 

But under the operation of this Bill the estate need not be divided, need it, because it 
could be sold in its integrity? By the administrator! That would not deprive any one of 
the children of the power to file a bill for the partition, which might eat up every sixpence 
of the money. You might as well throw your money away,in most eases of this sort, as 
move for a bill of partition. Every lawyer practising in Courts of Equity knows that the. 
costs of the commission alone for dividing the land is often more than the land is worth. 
The costs of surveyors are frequently very great, and so are the difficulties attending on 
division. Supposing there are five children, and that one portion of the land to be divided 
has a house upon it, how is the property to be equitably divided; that is, supposieg the man 
to have left his land to be equally divided among his children? Any directions or trusts 
for dvi iny landed estates are sure to lead to expense and litigation. The trustees cannot 
act with safety or without liability. 

That is a case under a will? Yes; but it is just the same right if you make it achattel. 
real. I do not understand this Act to affect the rights of partition. 

Butunder this Bill, would not the operation be to sell the estate in its integrity and 
divide the proceeds? By the administrator? 

By the administrator—is not that rather a mode of getting rid of the difficulty? Yes, 
that would be a good mode, if it is compulsory, and would put a stop to these bills of 
partition; but can you so alter the tenure of land, and ought you to do so? 

By IJfr. Deiiiellg: I have always understood that is the effect of it? I only looked at 
the Bill the other night, and gave it my best consideration. If this last clause could have 
the effect of stopping bills for partition, and the other consequences of the first clause, it 
would be well. 

B9 Mr. Faucelt: If what is intended to be accomplished is accomplished, the result 
would be that lands of all kinds would come under the administration of the law for intestate 
estates, and would be liable to be sold by the administrator precisely as in chattels? The 
administrator has a species of discretionary power to sell, at present, and you would have of 
course the same discretionary power to sell if this Act were passed and the object attained? 
To that extent it certainly would be a very great advantage. I have no question it would 
in that case be very beneficial, especially by putting a stop to bills of partition. 

Suppose you could separate altogether any recollection of feudal tenure, or Saxon tenure, 
or any other tenure—laying aside all considerations of that kind—is there any reason what-
ever why there should be a difference in the descent of land that is held by a person for a 
term of years, and the descent of land that is held in fee ?—Taking it on principle alone, is 
there any natural or just reason why there should be a difference? No; I am not aware of 
any. 

I will give you an example :—A person has a leasehold, we will call it for 999 years; 
another person has an estate in fee—is there any reason why a difference of law should exist 
with rcsect to these two kinds of estate? Unless there may have been some political reason 
in the institution for the different modes of granting, in the first insiance. 

I am putting political reasons aside altogether, and taking a case of simple justice? 
381—M Certainly 
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J.F.flargrave Certainly not, provided you do not deprive a present owner of fee simple land of his present 
Esq. right to allow the land to descend to his eldest son, unless ousted by some formal written 

instrument, as will, or such like. 
26 Aug., 1858.88;  Then the words "seized" and "possessed," that lawyers are so very familiar with, are 

of course technical terms to designate particular species of estate, and nothing more? Yes. 
And saying that a person cannot be seized of a chattel, saying that that is an 

absurdity, is simply saying that it is a wrong expression, and nothing more—that it is an 
improper use of a technical word? The word scizin implied a great many rights and 
liabilities as to the person granting and taking the seizin. 
It implied no more with respect to an estate in fee than the word "possessed" with 

respect to an estate for years; the one expressed the liabilities of one estate, and the other 
the liabilities of the other? It does not now; because by conveyance you are enabled to 
carry out as much with respect to one as to the other. 
Now, taking this Debts Act in England, and the Debts Act you referred to, 54 Geo. 

IH.—the Colonial Statute—do not these two Acts entirely assimilate the law of freehold 
estate to chattel estate in land with respect to debts? My impression, on looking at them 
sometime ago was, that they had that effect; I know they have been acted upon for that, 
subject, however, to the rights of marshalling in Equity, as between the creditors and 
legatees, if any. 
This statute of 54 Geo. III. makes the houses, land, and other hereditaments or real 

estates in the Colony, belonging to any person indebted, liable to and chargeable with all 
just debts, dues, and demands, which shall and may be assets for the satisfaction thereof, in 
like manner as real estates? Then you see a difficult question would arise upon that. You 
see that is 54 Geo. III. Our Act in England passed in William the Fourth's reign was 
subsequent to that many years, and it may be questioned whether that Act would incorporate 
into our practice an Act passed many years after. 
But making them assets in Equity and assets in Common Law is no distinction in 

principle? I dare say it is not. 
But, laying aside the mere technical lawyer, surely there is no distinction between 

making real estate liable for men's debts in Equity and liable for men's debts at Law—in 
principle there is no difference? No, I do not think there is. 
Is not the only difference the manner of administration? The difficulty arises in my 

mind in this way :—I find in your Colonial Statute you have adopted the first of the 
English Acts, 11 Geo. IV and 1 Wm. IV, c. 47, for consolidating and amending the laws 
for facilitating the payment of debts out of real estate; and then I do not find the other, 
3 and 4 Wm. IV, c. 104, to render freehold and copyhold estates assets for the payment of 
simple contract debts; and I could not see the reason for that omission. 
This Colonial Statute seems to be more general than the English statute? It is; but 

why adopt the Traders' Act, if they did not adopt the other? 
Well, going a step further, is there any reason in principle, any reason in justice, why 

the law as to intestate estates should be different with respect to terms in land or lands held 
in fee—laying aside again political reasons, or reasons of tenure, or anything of that kind, 
and simply confining yourself to considerations of justice and Equity? No; I do not see 
any reason why if a man lays out his money upon land it should not have the same rights 
and duties as regards personalty, excepting that he does lay it out upon land which he knows 
will have different rights. 
I will take again the same instance: suppose a person has a term in land for 999 years, 

and another person has an estate in fee in land, is there any reason why, when both these 
people die, the land of one should descend in a certain line, and the land of the other in a 
different line? No, excepting that when a man bought it in the first instance he had a 
motive, one would suppose, for buying that particular description of property. 
Well, if he buys after this law shall be passed, will there be in such cases any injustice 

or wrong? The only injustice and wrong will be this :—A man cannot buy land which shall 
descend to his eldest son if he dies intestate. 

At present the injustice is the other way—he cannot buy land which will descend to 
all his children? He may divide it as much as he likes, either by deed or will. The simple 
question is, on which side should the onus lie, on the individual or the class, to show a 
written proof of their title. At present the onus lies on the class to show the intention to 
disinherit the heir. 

Confining your view to the principle of justice, do you see any distinction in principle 
between the descent of a term of 999 years and an estate in fee—is there any reason why 
one should descend in one line and the other in another line? No; I do not see any 
reason why they should. 

The general tendency of the law of late years has been to simplify conveyances more 
than to change the principle of descent—there has been an effort, no doubt, made in England 
to alter the principe in reference to estates in intestacy? No doubt. 

Now, coming to the next matter—supposing we assent to the principle of this Act, 
and considering the first clause, can you form any opinion as to whether that clause would 
affect settlements that have been already made in any way? Looking at the clause up to 
the present time, I should have thought that the words enacting that all lands and heredita-
ments shall for all purposes be adjudged to be taken as chattels real, were for all purposes 
too wide to meet the case and include existing rights to some extent. That is the difficulty 
I felt in my own mind, but there may be nothing in it. 
104 Supposing a settlement were being made, do you think this Act would affect such 
settlements in any way. If there were any reservation in the Act, do you think any doubt 
could be raised about it? Yes; I think if now a freeholder were settling his property that 
the first section would render necessary very great consideration as to how he should draw 
his conveyances, and as to how he should frame his limitations. 

105. 
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Could you at present suggest any alteration which would be desirable? No, not at J.r.Hargravc 
this moment. Escj. 

In the distribution under the Wills Act—in the present distribution of intestate estates, --'— 
chattels real are administered by the administrator and reduced to money. Now, is there any 26 Aug., 1858. 
difficulty in treating lands in the same way, and in placing lands in fee in the hands of an 
administrator in the same manner ? There is no difficulty, for this Act of Parliament by its first 
clause professes expressly to do it, if the Act of Parliament has the power to do it. But how 
would you ascertain—supposing a man dies and the administrator takes possession of the 
chattels or stock, and sells everything he can find; and with regard to his lands—how can 
he ascertain the parcels of his land 'thequantity of land to sell—excepting by reference to 
his grants, and by some complete and full and accurate maps and proper system of registra- 
tion. But supposing that to be all done; there is no reason whatever why he should not do 
it; but then these being matters which are fixed in the country, you have to identify them 
in a different manner, and by different evidences of title. 

But to come now to the matter of title—you say that it simplifies titles, especially in 
estate in fee to a man and his heirs for ever? I do not mean to say that. It is the largest 
title a man can have, no doubt. 

1u8. I understand you to say that allowing land still to continue to descend to the eldest son 
simplified the matter ? In this respect, that you have only to prove the hcirship of one 
individual instead of a number of individuals. 

That is what often occurs in the present instance where lands descend to the family ? 
Tiien you have a troublesome title. 

By the CIzair2nan: But that constantly occurs? Very seldom in England, and I should 
think no person having only daughters would allow it to occur, for he would immediately 
execute a will with proper trusts to sell and divide the money, otherwise the daughters must 
have their bill of partition. 

There can be no doubt a descent of that kind will render the tracing of titles more—I 
will not say difficult—but more troublesome ? No doubt of it. 

Still, that also is a lucre matter of detail? Yes, that is all; if you had a perfect system 
of registration it would be nothing, of course. With a perfect and compulsory system of regis-
tration of all titles as well as of births, and description of parcels by reference to maps also 
under Government care, there would be no difficulty about that—it would only lead to the 
producing of five registers, perhaps, instead of one. But as we have a very imperfect system 
it multiplies the difficulty so many fold where you have an intestacy. If that occurs fifty 
years hence you have to trace so many titles down. There are also other objections to any 
such system of registration. 

But this Act, of course, will not interfere in any way with the control a person has 
over his property ? No, probably not. 

But do you think this Bill, if passed into an Act, would have any effect in inducing 
people to be more particular about making wills ? I think it would make them very much 
more particular in making wills. 

If they were anxious to found a family for instance—an anxiety indeed very general in 
England, whatever the tendency may be here—do you think that this Act would or would 
not have the effect of inducing them to make wills—to be more particular in that respect ? 
I should think any person acquiring freehold estate, the first thing he should do would be to 
make a will in reference to it, otherwise he knows it must go to his eldest son. Of course, 
if he does not wish that to take place he makes a will declaring his other intention. 

That is if he disapproved of the form of descent ? Yes. 
By Mr. Deniehy: I understand you to see no objection to the principle itself, but that 

you see some difficulty in carrying out the administrative details? I do not see any objection 
to the principle other than I have stated. 

11.8. You see no reason why landed estate should not be distributed as chattels are under 
the present law? I do not see any reason, excepting that a person by buying property of 
that class does not seem to wish it to be so. 

But, irrespective of that, you see no reason in justice or equity why it should not be so? 
No. 

Then, if the present system of records in the transfers of land were kept up as it is 
now with the system of registration you allude to, do you think that would remove the 
difficulties? If you had a perfect system of registration of births so as to be able to trace 
the pedigree, I think the difficulty would be quite met, so far as the beirship is concerned. 

And the system of registration and transfer of lands precisely as if there were no 
alteration in the character? If you had a perfect system of registration-_the system of 
registers of transfer may be perfect-1 have not looked into it. 

If a system of registration for transfers of lands from person to person such as we see 
at present exists, continued notwithstanding the change in the character, you think there 
would be no difficulty? No, not with the particular objections about the subdivision of 
property, I do not think there is any difficulty whatever, except the multiplication of 
evidences; it would be as easy theoretically to trace for five as for one, but then you would 
have to prove the negative—that the intestate left no other children. 

In the instance of an intestate's property being sold by an administrator and the 
proceeds distributed—the administrator conveying as the Court would convey-_an you see 
any difficulty then? No; he would convey as perfect a title to the freehold under the order 
of the Court. 

As the individual living could have done himself? Yes. 
And, seeing that the administrator would convey subject to any outstanding estates, 

what becomes then of the difficulties with respect to the small estates to which you have 
referred? I do not understand the question. 

Supposing the intestate has died leaving his estate subject to small outstanding 

titles, 
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J.F.Uargrave titles, and the administrator sells subject to those—subject to whatever titles and the pro- 
sq. ceeds he gets for the sale of such land he distributes—would not that obviate all the difficulties 

'' of the minor titles in the estate of an intestate? I am not aware what would be the effect 
26Aj.ig.,lSoS. under the Intestate Estates Act. If you make the title an Act of Parliament title, of 

course it would have that effect The title is looked into by the tourt, and whatever 
incutnbrances exist, notice is given that if they are not paid off the estate is sold subject to 

them. 
For instance, supposing an intestate was seized with an estate charged with an annuity, 

it is sold subject to the annuity, and there is no difficulty about the matter? No. 

By Mr. Jones: And the annuity would be in quite as good a position? Yes. 
And the same with regard to any similar settlement? Yes. 

130 By Mr. Denieley: Then you see no reason why, among the various species of titles to 
land, there should not be this by which the administrator under order conveys intestate 
estate to the purchaser, just as a trustee would under other circumstances ? I think that is 
desirable. There should be some officer or person who had power to make the title to the 
freehold, precisely as the assignee in bankruptcy. 

The only difficulty you see is the possibility of one or more of the descendants harassing 
the administrator by filing bills in equity for partition, which this law would not take away 
as it at present stands? No; it would not take that away. 

But what I meant to say is, you see no possible interference from any other cause, but 
filing bills of partition by descendants of the intestate? No, I do not, I confess. The 
clause seems to me to be perfectly strong enough to prevent anything of that sort. 

Then any similar clause taking away the power of filing such bills you think would 
operate fully? Yes; but it is very likely that is met by the Curator of Intestate Estate's Act. 

What do you think would be the effect of this change on settlements? I think the 
words "for all purposes" so wide as to open up many questions with regard to the effect 
consequent on an alteration of the law declaring that all lands within this Colony should, for 
all purposes you can possibly conceive of, be adjudged to be chattels real, so that settlements 
would require some modification, and fresh settlements to be drawn up in a different way. 
I dare say there is no difficulty in it, and that it might be very well managed by a slight 

alteration of the present forms of settlement. 
You see no insuperable or serious difficulty? No; it might be very beneficial. 
There would be no difficulty about settlements, but you think it would act beneficially. 

How do you think it would operate upon mortgages? Very likely in the same way, because 
it would certainly make both forms of instruments identical. 

The older mortgages are frequently treated in that way—created a term? Yes, and 
you have the Act, which provides that a freehold shall be as personal estate for debts of all 

sorts. 
Then you would treat it as chattels real ? That would be the first question to be 

decided, although I do not know whether the Courts would treat it so; such a clause as this 
might create very many difficult questions which I do not foresee. 

You, yourself, see no difficulty in treating a mortgage under the change proposed to be 
brought about by this Act? Only the difficulty of dealing with a new Act of Parliament. 
I would much rather adhere to the old modes of conveyance than adopt new ones, the effect 
of which I did not know. Almost every statute in England has been covered with interpre-

tations and decisions. 
With respect to mortgages which have been made upon fee, and which would have to 

be dealt with under this Act, do you see any difficulty? No. I dare say there would be no 

difficulty; but I have not considered it. 
Treated as fee under the old law: in dealing with them under this law would you see 

any difficulty? No; except that which one always feels on deciding new points. 
Then it is simply a matter of difficulty, and not of insuperable objections? I dare say 

it is. All Acts of Parliament seem to lead to a great many difficult decisions. 
Mortgaged land sold under the operation of this Act will, of course, be sold subject to 

the mortgagee's claim? Of course. 
144 By Mr. Jones: 

It could not be put in any worse position? It could not be intended 

to do so, and I do not think it would have that effect. 
Not by any possibility? I think not. That could not be the intention of the Act. 
You stated that, under the operation of the law of gavelkind in Kent, the expense of 

titles was very much increased? Very much so. 
Sometimes to the extent of half the property? Yes; to any conceivable amount. 
To what do you attribute this increased cost? Tracing the title through all the 

children instead of on. A few years ago 11 recollect a house being sold for five or six 
hundred pounds. An intestacy had occurred, and there were five children to trace the title 
to instead of one; two were in America, and one in India, and we were only able to find 

two of them. 
One of your objections to this Act, as it is now drawn, is, that you fear it would lead 

to a similar increase in the cost of titles? It must certainly do so, if you have to trace the 
title through these intestacies; but it struck me that this might be met by the third clause, 
which purports to create an Act of Parliament title through the Curator. 

Could it not be provided in a Bill of this kind that in cases of intestacy land should 

be realised, and the administrator 
give a title? As an the Act for administering the 

encumbered estates of ireland; but I am speaking of difficulties which would arise hereafter—

from the date of this Act. 
There would then be no more difficulty in tracing titles? No; if you have a perfect 

system of registration. Where deeds are transferred from one person to another you have a 
simple mode of conveyance—SifliPlY substituting the Curator for the - 

Heir-at-law ? Exactly. 153. 
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And a clause providing for that would meet the objections which you urged against the T.F.Hargav
c  Act on account of the increased cost resulting from the operation of the law of gavelkind in Esq. Kent? Yes; and it is very likely the third section would have that effect. . By At,. Denie q: The administrator  makes sale of the estate for the benefit of the 26 Aug., 1858, 

children, would there then be any necessity for looking to the heir.at4aw at all? I should 
think the administrator would take his place. 

Do you see any difficulties in connection with the interference of heirsat4aw? Not if 
you put them out of ownership, as by the first section—it never descends upon him. 

By Mr. Forster: 
What would be the effect of such a law as this upon rights following 

the inheritance_family rights and cominonage rights? They arise simply from custom. 
You have no system creating customary commons out here. 

Family properties which follow the inheritance_what would become of those—family 
vaults, and all that sort of thing? They would pass under the word hereditaments. I 
think the freehold of the family vaults is in the parson of the parish. It is a question what 
would be the effect of that. 

By Mr. I'icldinglon: 
Does the parson of the parish part with that portion of the free-

hold in the churchyard? I have seen some documents where he purports to part with it to 
A or B and his heirs for ever, but I think it is the same right of occupation as the occupation 
of a pew inside the church. I do not think it gives the grantee any right to sell to a mere 
stranger. I think it is a right which may be kept up by the executor or some of the family 
by keeping the tomb in repair, but I am under the impression that the freehold remains in 
the parson. 

In some cases they descend, I believe, with the inheritance? Inheritance of what? 
A parson could grant to his parishioners but not to a mere stranger. 

The residence within 
the parish used to give the old liability to pay tithes, and among the rest the right to have 
a pew in the parish church, and the right to be buried there if you paid certain extra money, 

 for it. 

WEDIcESDA F, 1 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

ljrcøent :- 
Mu. R. CAMPBELL, J Mu. FAUCETT, 

Mu. MURRAY. 

T. A. MURRAY,ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 
John Nicholas Beit, Esq., called in and examined 

By the Chairman: 
This Committee has been appointed to inquire into the expediency of J. N. Belt, 

altering the law in regard to the succession of landed property in cases of intestacy, and we Esq. 
wish to have your opinion upon the subject? I have looked at the Bill, but I do not feel 
at all competent to express an opinion in reference to its construction, because it scarcely I Sept., 1858. 
expresses that which .1 have understood from the discussion upon the subject to be its real 
object, namely, the abolition of the law of primogeniture. 

I must explain to you that the sole object of those who support the question is to alter 
the law so far as it relates to the succession of landed property in cases of intestacy, that is, 
that if a person dies intestate and possessed of landed property, that landed property shall be 
subject,to division in the same manner as chattel property,—that is the sole object. The 
object is not to interfere with the right of any parties to dispose of property by law, if they 
choose to make wills, but simply that the eldest son shall not possess to the exclusion of all 
the other members of the family in cases of intestacy? That is what I have understood. 
The construction of the Bill is a matter of secondary consideration. The principle, the 

expediency of altering the law, is the question upon which we want your opinion. It will 
be necessary to be very earcful—_to employ professional people in order to work out that 
object? I have a general objection to any Bill which on the face of it does not show its object. 
With respect to that which is in point of fact the law of primogeniture in cases of intestacy, 
I may say that that is a matter which, in consequence of being in early life employed upon 
administratie purposes, has come particularly under my consideration, and I am clearly of 
opinion that in a free country the object of this Committee is a matter, not of expediency, but 
an absolute matter of necessity. I cannot conceive how it is possible to continue the law of primogeniture 

 as it is in the British dominions. There is no possibility that it can work for 
any good, and every probability and frequent occurrence that it works great evil. Therefore 
it has been abolished in nearly all the more highly cilvilized European States except Great Britain. 

Is it abolished in the German States? In the Northern German States: in all the Protestant States. 

In the North of Europe is it abolished? It is abolished. 

And in Southern Europe-_in Spain? I am not sufficiently acquainted to speak positively upon the subject. 

Then, in Germany, do the possessors of large landed properties dispose of them by will?. 
By will; but under the best legislation which now exists upon the subject—the Prussian_th

e  disposal of property by will even is to a certain degree restricted, which I understand is not the object of the present Bill. 

8, In Prussia there is a restriction? There are certain restrictions. 
9. As to the right of disposing of property by will? Yes; for example, you cannot dispose 
of inherited property by will away from the natural descendants. 

381—N 
10. 
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J. N. Bcit 10. You c
annot leave it out of the family? You cannot leave it out of your own family— 

Esq. (there are some other pro
visions)—nor can a man dispose of the property which he has 

r received by marriage with his wife other than to her children. 

1 Sept., 1858. 
Then the property that the mother has got in her own right is secured to her own 

children? Yes. 
Their marriage law, then, must be difierent to ours? Their laws are very different. I 

believe both in Prussia and Saxony that the laws in that respect are far superior to the 

British laws. There is a special—you might call it a cour
t_established to take care of the 

minors. There is the superior college of pupils; but I do not think all that affects the 

present inquiry. 
No, but it is interesting matter in connection with the subject? 

Yes All these 

particular matters have been so fully studied by some (I believe) of the greatest philosophical 
thinkers and statesmen of the age. Immediately after the war, when it was first promised 

that the Northern German States should have c
onstitutional Government, all the students at 

that time applied themselves to the study of the British Constitutin, and comparisons were 
made with the existing German States. A great many alterations have been beneficially 
made by the existing despotic Governments, and very great improvements have been enacted, 

all except constitutional Government. 
You are of opinion, the that it would be advisable to alter the law in this Colony? I 

sooner the better) very great evil will arise. I think it 
think if ydu do not alter it (the 
has already existed too long. Combinations of the most fatal kind arise in every country 
where the law of primogeniture is carried on in the way in which it is carried on here. I 
have not heard from any quarter any sound argument in favor of upholding it. I should 
be very glad to hear any argument which can be adduced in favor of it, because I think I 

am fully prepared to show the entire groundlessness of it. 

15 It has been said that it has the effect of supporting f
5milies_maifltaimng families? 

You mean of maintaining a certain part of the family. You should say to maintain one part 

of a family at the expense of the other. 
By Mr. Faucelt: 

To preserve the family name and importance? The vanity of sacri- 
ficing a large proportion of the family for the purpose of the other branch—it cannot be 
anything else. But as you propose to do away with the law only as far as it regards intestate 
estates, there is nothing to prevent any individual so inclined to sacrifice one part of his 
family for the benefit of the other; as it reInain in the breast of any individual to leave 
his property to his eldest, or to any other son. But it has been found necessary in 
modern legislation to impose some restrictions. In Prussia and Saxony there is a power to 
create what they call majorats, which is in point of fact the same, that is to give to the eldest 
of the family the priority of succeeding to certain estates_which is in some respects equal to 
our entails But the law has provided that a man shall only be allowed to create a certain 

proportion of his property majorats. 
It is something like the French law? No; the French law is sornewht diffrent still. 
The principle is the same? The French law imposes, I belicv, greater restriction. 
But the principle is somewhat of the same kind? Yes, the princijie is of the same 

kind. In point of fact, the Commissioners that drew up the Co4e Napoleon visited the 

German Universities to inquire into these particular laws. 
Bq the Chairmen: 

Great stress has been thrown upon the argument that the necessity 

under which .the junior members of a family are thrown by the law of primogeniture of 
working out their own way in the world, has a most beneficial effect, not only in the 
promotion of the fortunes of the junior members of families, but also in regard to the country 
at large—do you think there is any weight in that argument? I think the weight is the 
other way, especially in England. In no country does it operate, it appears to me, so 
fatally as in England. In England where the peerage is hereditary, and gives the right of 

legislation, you should prevent by all means the want of activity in an eld
er son, who is 

destined to be the hereditary legislator. In taking away from him all inducement to 
distinguish himself by his personal aequirementS you find that the result is, that only the 

j
unior branches of the family ever attain to any distinction. I 
By Mr. Uampbell: 

The Chairman's question does not apply only to the peerage?  

believe my reply was strictly an answer to the question of the Chairman. 
There are numbers of landed proprietors in England who are not in the peerage—YOUT 

remarks would apply, not to the sons of the landed gentry, but only to the peers? It applies 
to the peers to some extent, but it applies equally to the landed popriet0r5, because you find 
that it is only the junior members of large landed proprietors who distinguish tlietuselves 
either in the professions or in the louse of Comnions. You very seldom ace the head of a 

considerable family so distinguished. 
AV  the Chairman: But the great mass of mankind in almost every country in the 

world are thrown upon their own resources, and are obliged to exert themselves ip order to 
obtain a positin in the world? But why should a legislature ever wish to. produce that 
heart-burning, that ill-feeling, and that distress in the lower walks of life, (because there it 
applies only,) which that law must necessarily produce? The power remains in individuals 
of considerable property to will according to their particular intent. If any family wishes 
that it should remain in the old state, there is nothing to prevent its being done; but the 
law as it stands frequently proves most painful in its effects, inasmuch as people that have 
acquired a moderate amount of property, and are not sufficiently prudent to make a 

will, or 

who put off the duty from time to time, die intestate, and the son, or the successor of the son, 
comes in and sweeps the property away from the whole family. It is to that I refer when I 
say that the law as it stauds can only produce misbief, and can never produce any 

beneficial result. On the contrary, the dependence in which the junior branches of families are thrown 
upon the elder representative of the family has a most demoralizing effect? Most extra- ordinary 
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ordinary; and I believe that a great many of the evil effects which we have witnessed in all J. . e% 
countries, and especially in England, are attributable to it. . .. 

You think then that there is no weight in the argument—that the necessity of the. 
younger branches of the family working their own way in the world, and depending upon 1 Sept.. 18. 
their own energies, does good not only to themselves but also to the country ? No. 

The great mass of mankind are thrown just as much upon their energies; nine-tenths 
have to work their own way in the world. This will be but an infiniteirnal addition to 
those, perhajis, who have to fight their own way in life? I do not know whether anybody 
here present, or many men in the world, have had an opportunity of experiencing the much 
greater difflcoliy which is thrown upon a iran of opulent family and expectations to work his 
- way in the world left without means, as cowpared with those upon whom the world makes 
no equal demands. 
Have you known any instance of hardship arising from the existence of the law of 

primogeniture in this Colony? I cannot name anybody in particular. I have heard of 
matters, but being only distantly conneccd I cannot refer to them. 

Btl  .23k. Campbell: Will you state the evils that you know to have occurred in England? 
I could not refer to names. 
Could you refer to cases? Well, there have been a great many to which, in the course 

of my stay in England, and particularly in London, I paid particular attention. A great 
many very painful cases have been brought under my notice. 

By iJr. Fauceti: Perhaps you could give a general idea of the nature of, those cases? 
Very numerous eases have occurred to people in middling life—farmers, and so on. I have 
known of people who have retired from business of various description, who have purchased 
landed estate and lived upon the revenue derived therefrom. They have postponed making 
their wills, when it was well known that their intentions were to provide for the junior 
branches of their Family; but where, in consequence of the head of the family dying 
intestate, they have been thrown entirely upon the world. Cases are so numerous, and can 
be obtained in such numbers in England, that I think the evidence of a single in4ividual 
witness would scarcely be of sufficient weight. 
31; By M. Carnpbeil: But how are you to determine, where such eases occurred, that it 
was not- done with the concurrence of the deceased? Because he has not expressed it. 
.32. The expression is in not having done it, to my mind? That he wanted the younger 
members of the family to go without any share? 

That he wanted the younger member to go in the way the law directed? You mean 
that he wished the eldest son to take the whole of the property—that, knowing the aw 
gave the whole of the property to the eldest son, he on that account declined to make 
a will—that, being satisfied with the provision of the law, he thought there was no need to 
express himself on the subject. I think that a wise Legislature should most particularly 
prohibit such a fraudulent proceeding on the part of any'man, because his only object can be 
this:—he would not like to put his own hand to an instrument to rob the younger part of 
his family, and therefore he makes use of the bad state of the law to do that which he would 
nt have the courage to-do ; but that his family should not know that he had done it with 
his absolute will, he leaves the matter of his intent in doubt. I consider it to be nothing 
better than a mere fraud. 

How can it be fraudulent? Anything which a man does that he has not the courage to 
express is, to a certain extent, a fraud, in my opinion. 
But you assume that the man does it without feeling—you only assume it? I do say, 

f he has got the intention of doing that which he does under the cover of the law as it 
stands—if he has 'the intention to do it, and the courage to avow it, he will still be able to 
do it under the law which you now propose—if he means to do it in the way I describe, and 
which I designate as fraudulent. 
But may not the same conclusions be the other way? I think that all his deprived 

children will be inclined to think in the way which I attribute. I happen to be an elder 
son, and an.only son., and therefore I never felt partially in the matter. 
Then you are interested in this question ? [ am not at all interested in it. 

88. By having been disinherited? No; I am an elder son, and an only son, and therefore 
I sin perfectly disinterested in every shape. I have, however, a large family myself, and I 
know what my own feelings would be upon the subject. 
The. assumption of it being that the deceased intended to make a will—I do not think 

you could  prove that by the instance you have given to this Committee? That he intended 
to make a will! I do not want to prove the intention of the deceased. 
I understood that the question from the Chairman was to the effect that there were so 

nianyinstances of deceased persons not having made wills when they intended it? No; I 
did not hear such a question. 
41 That it was necessary to provile for the omission of that deceased person? No; I 
understood the Chairman to say, that in eases where a person had died without making a 
will the consequences had been fatal. 

Well, I ask for an instance where they were so? I have mentioned to you that they 
are so numerous that I cannot now bring to my mind particular matters. To do this, one 
must be perfectly acquainted with the circumstances. 

Then, with reference to the principle of this Bill—the providing that where a deceased 
dies without a will his property shall be divided—do you not think, if it becomes law, greater 
litigation will ensue amongst the heirs of parties so dying, than would be the case under the 
present law ? Why, what litigation can there be? 

A person dies, leaving distant connections as his heirs? Well. 
And under the provisions of this law it is necessary that each gets a share? No. 
And the difficulty will be to find out the distant relations? Distant relations are not 

all entitled. 
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47. Well, cousins? It is only the next of kin, I suppose, according to the law of descent. 
48 Well, they are all to go share and share alike ? If they are members of the same degree 
of eonsangunity of course they would share alike. 

I 
. 49. There would be great difficulty in finding out the heirs? Not at all. I never find that 
there is any difficulty in finding out people who are to take. 
The present law as it stands saves a great multiplication of deeds, does it not ? Ah 

there you hit upon the right point. There, indeed, I expected—hoped, in fact—the Conimittee 
would in some respects come upon the difficulties which exist under the British law's. There 
is one of the laws which have remained in Great Britain—an heritage of the same feudal 
times as the law of priniogeniture—that is the holding of property. In all these countries 
which I have named to the Committee in which the law of primogeniture has been altered, 
there his also been made that alteration in the law of holding property which has simplified 
it in every possible way. Not only are the transfers and subdivision facilitated, but all 
litigation is absolutely avoided—I may almost say rendered impossible .1 know it would 
appear to every English lawyer difficult; but the holding of property in Prussia, Saxony, 
Hanstown, and all the northern parts of Germany is so that it is impossible to litigate. 
But it is no part of the law; it is part of the administration. When once the holding is 
secured there is no possibility of litigation; and, with respect to the divisions, such cases as 
are here considered difficult on account of the deeds are remedied there with the greatest ease. 

That is when there is a multiplication of deeds, but I allude to the multiplication which 
will arise if this Act be passed. Every man must make a will ? Not at all. 

If he wants his property to be left to his children either equally or unequally? Not if 
he wants it to be equally divided. 

It compels a person who wishes to give his heritable estates to his eldest son to make 
a will, which under the present law he need not do? Yes. 

Then, if this law were passed, it tends to multiplication of deeds? No; it will make 
so many less deeds, because every man under the present system who will not absolutely 
disinherit his younger children is compelled to make a will. 
5. But if this law passes it compels every one to make a will? No 
To ensure his property going in the way he desires ? If he is not satisfied to let his 

children share and share alike. 
By Mr. Fauceit: Mr. Campbell's statement is this:—If a person does not wish his 

property to go share and share alike among his children, then he must make a will? Will 
you allow me to ask you a question, Mr. Faucett? 
.58. Certainly? In this Bill it is stated that the statute concerning uses and wills passed in 
the twenty-seventh year of Henry the Eighth's reign shall be deemed and taken to apply to 
chattels real. 

The words "and wills" will be struck out? Does that constitute equal division? 
No, that is a mere technicality? What is the law of England if you abolish the law 

of primogeniture? 

That is too large a question? No. I mean the law of descent—the law of division of 
property. 

The chattel property—not freehold—is divided now in a particular way amongst the

-

children and the wife? Amongst the children only, share and share alike. 
The wife gets one portion and the children share the other? Yes. 
By Mr. Campbell; If this law were passed it would involve the making of more wills 

than are made at present? I say, on the contrary, that less wills would be required. 
By the present law you state that an eldest son inheriting from his father requires no 

deed, he inherits by descent—now, if this law passes it will make the owner of heritable 
estate make a will? What for—wily should they? 

Supposing he has sons and daughters, he must make a will if he wants his property to 
go to his eldest son? Yes. 

He must make a will? Yes. 
Therefore it is a multiplication of deeds? I cannot see it. 
By Al,.. Fauceit: In the present state of the law, if a person wishes his property to be 

dividd between his sons and daughters he must make a will? If you say the generality of 
parents 

I am not speaking generally? Well, any one that will be so unjust as to give his 
property to one - 
I did not ask with reference to that, but merely concerning the multiplication of deeds. 

I say more wills will be made than under the old law, inasmuch as by the old law—where 
the holder of heritable estate intended to give it to the eldest son—lie had no occasion to 
make a will, because the law gave it to him; but if this law passes he will be obliged to 
make a will—therefore it includes a multiplication of deeds, does it not? No, I think quite 
the contrary. You will not have one quarter the wills, because by rendering this division 
-equal among the children you do not compel the father to make a will in order not to exclude 
the other children. According to the law as it at present stands, every right-feeling father 
is obliged to make a will to preveat an injustice to his children. But under the law 
contemplated it is only necessary for him to make a will in cases where from some inotive 
whatever it may be—pride, vanity, or any other motive—he wants to commit a great injus-
tice to. the mass of the children. There is just this difference: as the law now stands every 
man is obliged to make a will if he would not commit an injustice to his children in the one 
case, while in the other he is only obliged to make a will if he intends to commit an injustice. 

By Mr. (7ompheli: Very often wills are made which give rise to great litigation, are 
there not? Well, that may be so. 

Don't you know instances of it? I know that wills have been contested, but that has 
been in consequence of that very law. They have always arisen out of the law of prinio-
geniture—not always, perhaps, that is going a little too far—but very often. 
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There are many wills contested from the way in which they have been drawn up by the J. N. Belt, 
Solicitors? Yes; but a great many contests have always arisen in consequence of the opera Esq. 
tion of the law of primogeniture. 
Is it not likely that if this law be passed

. 

 more wills will be made, and more litigation 1 SCl3t, .lSoS. 
arise in consequence? [deny that there will be more wills. Ithink there will not he a 
quarter the wills which are made at present, but that the people will be content with the 
course of law. 
By Mr. Faces/i: You stated at the commencement of your camivatioa that in a free 

country it was a matter of necessity to destroy the law of primögeniture? Yes. 
In the first place, what do you mean by the law of primogeniture, using it in that way? 

I mean where the eldest son inherits the whole of the landed property. 
Whether by will or by settlement-_in either ease? By will, it is not by primogeniture. 
Would you be kind enough to. say how the freedom of a country is in any way connected 

with the question? The freedom of the country is greatly affected by it, by the feelings 
which arise in the country_-by that mock aristocracy which is created by this law of primo-
geniture-an aristocracy of mere possessions. 
That is what you call a mock aristocracy-an aristocracy of possessions? Yes. 
That is an aristocracy which has nothing to boast of but property?. They are a sort of 

aristocracy by virtue of their possessions, and not by virtue of that which the word implies-
the best of the people. 

In fact an aristocracy in consequence of the law and not in consequence of merit? Yes. 
England is a very free country, notwithstanding this law-is that in spite of ,the law? 

It is in spite of the law; but they are not so free in their social relations. 
England? Yes; they are not so free in their social relations as despotic countries, 

where they have no Constitutiona.l Government. 
Then your statement does not contain your argument. They have abolished the law of 

primogeniture in these despotic countries? Yes. 
And is the freedom of those countries promoted in the slightest degree by the abolition? 

Yes, the social freedom. 
Not the political freedom? I am speaking of social freedom. 
.But there must be some restriction upon social freedom? When I said at first that in 

a free country the abolition of the law of primogeniture was a necessity, I meant by that., 
that it is a necessity .to prevent a description of revolution. With the high degree of civiliza-
tion which the descendants of the present Anglo-Saxon race (as you please to call yourselves) 
boast, for the high civilized nations of Europe, although in a new country to establish anp 
thing which has the faults of the old feudal system must lead, I believe, to revolutions.; but 
it can be done by reform, and it is that reform which we are now contemplating. 
At all events, whatever way property descends the descent must arise from the regulation• 

of law? Not necessarily. 
There is no natural descent for property-not natural course of descent? There is a 

natural course of descent-the will of the deceased. 
That is the artificial course-_the expressed intention? Yes. 
There is no natural course of descent? Then you might as well say that there is no 

natural right of property.. 
No: perhaps I might go so far as that if I wanted to go to first principles: the right of.,. 

property is artificial? But it is one of those rights which are merged in society and• 
civilization. 

I imagine that the right of property is one of the first steps towards civilization? It is 
the result of civilization. 
95., It is the result and a step in advance, because it is a check on barbarism? Well, perhaps 
that might lead us away into metaphysical research. The rights of property are pretty well 
recognized in all civilized countries, and the rights of transmission are also rec6gnized. 
But, coming away to the more practical and less theoretical matter, you are aware, I 

suppose, that the law of primogeniture as you call it only applies to real property in this. 
country? Yes. 
Landed property-freehold property? Yes. 
You may have a quantity of money, for instance-it does not apply to that? No. 
Do you know any reason whatever why there should be a distinction between the two 

estates-why £100,000 in money placed in a bank and property of the same value in land 
should descend the one in a different way from the other? None whatever. That is what I 
have before stated. I cannot imagine any valid argument to maintain the law of primo- 
geniture. That is the only difference I believe of descent. But allow me to ask you one 
question, which I am not particularly .clear upon, because I have forgotten these things: 
According to the British law, if a man dies possessed of landed property and a chattel estate-, 
both of considerable amount-the eldest son inherits (the father having died intestate) the 
landed estate.; but how does he share in the personal estate? 

That does not affect the question. The particular division we are not considering just 
at present? But does he participate in the chattel estate as well? 

Yes; if there is no will my impression is that he does. But we are not talking of that 
matter at this particular moment. Coming to the question again, I think you stated, Mr. 
Beit, that the younger sons of landed proprietors were the only persons that obtained dis-
tinction in England? I say generally. 

Well, of course you are aware of many eminent, very eminent persons who were the 
eldest sons? Eldest sons 

Many noblemen of great distinction? I cannot say that I am at present. There may 
be. 

Do you think there is greater difficulty in the younger sons of men of property gettin 
on than in young people who hare no property whatever? Yes. 

81-N ' 105. 
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J. N. Beit, 105. Tell me how that difficulty is greater? In one way you propose to me to speak of the 
Esi. sons of noblemen and of high families; in the other you want to apply my answer to the 

great community of life. 
1 Sept., 1S58. 106. Just so—to young people who have no property—who are thrown on the broad of their 

backs at the commencement of their life without connections and without money? I say 
that the sons, generally speaking, of persons of no property at all—who die without pro-
perty—have not so much difficulty as the sons of opulent parents who leave them nothing. 

With respect to the holding of property in the eontiuenal states which you have been 
speaking about, you said it was a matter, not of the law, but of the administration ? 

Yes. 
Do you mean to say that the holding of property and its descent determines upon the 

administration of the Government ? Not the descent. The descent remains, necessarily, in 

the Courts of law. 
It is fixed by law ? It is fixed by law, and determined by the Courts. But after that 

determination is come to the administrator of the minor receives the order of the Court, and 

it is simply entered in the public register. 
Then, do I understand you to say that there is a system of registration there that 

simplifies the descent ? It does not simplify the descent. Anybody that comes to the 
registrar, and says "this property is mine now," has to justify it by an order of the 

Court. 
Ill. What do you mean by the minors' Court you spoke of? The minors' Court is a Court 
which, is understood to watch over the interests of minors. 

It is similar, I suppose, to a branch of the Equity jurisdiction in our Courts where the 
Lord Chancellor has a jurisdiction over minors? Over certain minors—only wards of 

Court. 
Any minor may be made a ward of Court ? In the College I spoke of every guardian 

that stands under that Court must account to that Court. He cannot dispose of anything 

without. 
I suppose that Court is similar to that branch of our Equity Court? It is more simple 

and more general, and it catends to the smallest person—to all minors. In point of fact it 
is called the High College of Guardians. 

You think, then, that on the whole this alteration in the law of intestate estates would 
be beneficial to the community at large—still more so than to the small number of large 
landed proprietors? It is for the community at large that it is of the greatest importance. I 
should suppose the large landed proprietors would take care to devise by will in this 

eountry.  
I 16. You say that you have had a great deal of experience in intestacy matters? Not in 
intestacy matters; in administrative matters. 

Well, in your experience of administrative matters, did you ever know an instance, 
even one instance, of a person in England who had made a fortune and invested it in land—
had bought land—and who afterwards made a will dividing that land equally among all his 
children—did you ever know one solitary instance of a will to that effect? 1 have never 
heard of such an instance, but I am not sufficiently acquainted with such matters. 

Well, then, if a person in the present state of the law having landed property does not, 
make a will, does not that raise a strong presumption that he wishes his property to descend 
according to the law.? Well, I should be sorry to impute to the people in general so heinous 

an intention. 
Is not that a fair presumption, when a person knows the property will descend in a 

particular way if he leaves it to descend in that way? I think not. I think it is not fair 
to draw a presumption which implies a sort of guilt. 
U0. You attribute it to carelessness, and also to unwillingness to make a will? I consider 
that, in the great majority of cases, either carelessness or in consequence of postponement, 
or, as you say, unwillingness to make a will. To that I should attribute it in the great 
-majority of cases. That a man should have it in his mind to deprive his family of any of 
lais means for the purpose of giving all, to his eldest son, and in order to do this, makes no 

-.will-----'[ consider to he criminal. 
It simply comes to this, that whenever a person who has landed estate that he can 

dispose of by will settles that upon his eldest son, he commits a heinous crime in your eyes ? 
Yes, if he has got no other means wherewith to provide for his other children. 

You said that wills were contested in consequence of the law of primogeniture? 

Frequently. 
How does that arise? By the heirs-at-law claiming against any will which will deprive 

them of that which they would receive. 
But supposing a change in the law took place, and if a person made a will leaving 

his landed property to his eldest son, the other children would contest in the'sanae way? 

'They might do so. 
In fact, it would be removing the contesting party; it would, in fact, be simply altering 

the position of the contesting party? It might be so—it would not be so heinous. 
With respect to the number of deeds that might be executed—if this law were altered 

you do not think it would cause that increase in the number of wills? I cannot see how it 
is possible, because the great majority of people certainly do not wish to deprive their younger 
children of a fair share of their property. 

You think they would all be satisfied that the landed property should be divided in the 
same way as money is now divided? I have not the slightest doubt that they would. Either 
a man is possessed only of landed property, or landed, property and chattel property; and, if 
he is possessed of landed property only, I think that he would certainly wish that that landed 
property should be divided. If he is posseséd of both it can make no difference, because 

they 
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they will all share alike; but the present law appears to me to be so' unnatural—so against J. N. Bei 
human nature—so against justice and right—that the eldest son should sweep away all the Esq. 
landed property, and, if there is any chattel property, to take a share of that also. To 
anybody who studies the matter it appears monstrous. But will you allow me to suggest 1 Seit., 1858. 
to the Committee one matter which has been raised. It is the only objection which appears 
to me to have some validity, although it is only superficial. It has been said that it leads to 
too great a division of landed property. That is, I believe the only tenable argument which 
has ever been raised against the law of equal division. It has been said that in France, 
for example, it has taken place. Now I do not think it has taken place even in France'to 
the extent which has been said. In the Prussian and Saxon dominions it is partly provided 
against. I cannot tell you whether it is by law or bylocal custom; but it has been greatly 
facilitated by that which I have alluded to before—by a method of registration. Families 
in these parts of Germany—families of some respectability (without going to the magnates 
of the land) wish even moderate estates to keep together; and they will it so that the 
estate shall not be divided; but, notwithstanding that, every child gets his fair share. But 
it is only one who administered the estate, and the others only hold mortgages upon it. 
Suppose I die and leave an estate worth £10,000, and I have got five children—they are 
each entitled to £2,000. The estate is valued,at £10,000, and either the eldest or one of 
the others, as they can understand each other, becomes the immediate possessor of the estate, 
and each of the other children have £2,000 inscribed upon it as priority of mortgage. By a - 
manner of registration where the law is so simple and so easily transferred there is not any 
hardship upon any one of them, because the son or daughter who remains in possession 
either pays the others their mortgages out, or they transfer them to anybody who will have 
them. It is done so constantly with so little difficulty, and such great facility, that, in point 
of fact, persons get their money immediately. 

That reduces the eldest son to this position—he receives the property largely embarrassed, 
causing one of the terrible difficulties which occurred in reference to property in Ireland? 
That has been from the nature of the holdings of the property in Ireland, where you have 
encumbered an estate with something unreal—not part of the* inheritance. 

Where a person inherits ineumbranees weightier in fact than the estate can bOar? If 
I have an estate of £10,000, and my son is only entitled to £2,000, he can choose how he will 
have it. He can sell the estate at once. There isnOthing to prevent him selling it. Or, I 
may leave it in such a manner that the estate is not to be divided, so that the estate must be- 
sold in its integrity. There is no hardship. TherO is never any trouble in these matters; 
where the law of inheritance in that respect has been fairly laid doWn. There have been"  
difficulties existing in the Prussian dominions, but those matters have been most satisfactorily 
settled. It was thought it never could be. done. The difficultiOs there were much greater 
on account of the feudal services which were in existence, and which were inherited witlithe 
estates. A man did not merely inherit a piece of land, but he had also the services of thè 
serfs upon the estate: There was great difficulty there to divide these matters1  but it há 
now been most effectually and satisfactorily done, and the Country has attained through it 
a degree of prosperity which she had never known before. 

Notwithstanding the despotism? Notwithstanding the despotism. 
And on the whole you prefer what you call social freedOm with a despotism to political 
m freedo without social institutions? You should allow me to answer the question, and not 

answer it: for me. I have not said so. . . . 
Well, is it so? There is a great deal to be said on that subject. It requires more 

elucidation than you would like to see upon the minutes this Committee. 
You say that no such thing as law-suits about property take place in Prussia—how is 

that possible? About property! Not about property—against the holder. 
Two persons never contend about the right to be holders of a property? After it has 

once become the property of one. It is imposible. You might just as well say you will 
contest the right of holding a thousand pounds in the funds in England when once it is in 
your name. 

When once it is determined that A'is the' owner of the property B cannot come in; 
but you frequently have A and B. contending about the right to a property in Prussia? 
About the right to a property—that is property which at that time has no living owner. 

Are there not contests as to the right of ownership of lands in Prussia? After a person 
has been acknowledged owner? I must put you that question, because very frequently in 
England and the British dominions, in fact all over the world, law-suits have arisen against 
persons who actually thought they had a good title to the, land they held. If you have once 
a title such as the law gives in Prussia there is no possibility of any one else coming in; 
there is an end of it. . 

But that is the same thing in England, I suppose. WhOre the 'Court has once decided 
in England that a person is the owner of property, that person is for ever the owner. There 
is no further possibility of disputing that? But you may purchase land from somebody. He 
transfers it to you. You go to your solicitor about it. He consults counseL You get an 
opinion that the title is good, and you make the purchase; but after paying your money,  
somebody else comes and disputes it, and shows that there is a flaw in the title. There is no 
possibility of anything of the kind in Prussia. ' 

They must be very honest there? There is no honesty involved in the matter at all. 
What is the Statute of Limitations in Prussia—how many years' pos'seiOn give a title? 

It gives no title at all.  
No title except by deeds? NO title ecept by the public registers. 
Then, whenever a person is registered in Prussia as thO owner of a certain property, the 

law pronounces that person to be the owner? He is the only owner. 
Then, in fact, it is a 'kind of 'parliamentary title he gets? It is 'a parliamentary title, 

if 
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J. N. Bait, if you please to call it so. It is very simply done. Some time or other there must have 
been an original title, no doubt. Whatever it has been that title is registered. That is Mr. 
Faucett's land. It is described, and it cannot be transferred but by Mr. Faucett in person, 

1 Sept., 1858. with two witnesses to identify Mr. Faucett, or by decree of a competent Court. 
So, then, it does occasionally come before a Court of law? It need not. Suppose Mr. 

Faucett dies, and his heir claims this property, he must go through that Court which decides 
about wills and descents, and he gets a simple order—the same as you get from the Arches 
Court in England—to prove that he is the person entitled to it 

There has been a great objection raised to the passing of any such law as this that is 
proposed—to establish that equal division in eases of intestacy—on the score of its upsetting 
to an immense extent the law which now relates to landed property; do you think that an 
objection of that nature ought to be regarded as insurmountable? It upsets the law of 
landed property—Do you mean retrospectively or prospectively? 

Both prospectively and retrospectively? Prospectively it can have no weight whatever. 
I cannot see how you can attach any weight to it prospectively. But retrospectively I am 
not sufficiently aware in what way it can operate. It is just possible there may be some 
such considerations which I cannot perceive, and I should be very sorry to express a decided 
opinion that they do not exist because I cannot see them. 

By the Chairman: Do you think it would affect the rights of mortgagees at all? 

How can they be in a position to be affected by such a change? 
It has been said here that the securities of mortgagees would be affected by it i 

Impossible. As you have mentioned this proposition to me, I may say that I think the only 
parties who could be affected by it would be the holders of post obit bonds, and for them I 

would not have much consideration. Of course it is clear that if any of these settlements 
are made in regard to landed property, such as mortgages, marriage settlements, and the 
like, they would hold good—they would all be inscribed on the property. 

By Mr. Faucett: Suppose here a person in the present state of the law buys land from 
the Crown, that land is "to him and his heirs for ever," to use a legal phrase The meaning 
of that is, that if he dies without making a will the land will descend to his eldest son, and 
so on. That is, in other words, a settlement. Although it is called a grant, it is in fact a 

settlement? No; it is a settlement upon-his heirs. 
It is a settlement made by him to go to his heirs for ever. Does it not go a little 

farther: is it not to his heirs and assigns? Oh! yes; but that is nothing. To him and his 
heirs for ever is quite sufficient. That, however, is a settlement so long as it remains; 
because, if he makes no will, then that land goes of necessity to his eldest son. He has 
bought it and got it settled in that way. If he chose he could have got it settled in any 
other way. No doubt if we repeal the law we affect grants of that kind, although made 
before the alteration of the law. We alter the line of descent, and make it different from 
what the purchaser of the land intended? Not in the slightest degree, because he has the 
porer to do it if he wishes to do it. For the sake of your argument you say that it is to a 
man and his heirs, but it is no such thing; the grant is made to his heirs and assigns. 

But if he does not assign, it goes to his heirs; assigning must be an act of his done 

subse4uently? If he is solvent. 
We are supposing that he is solvent, of course? I want to show you this; because it 

is to come to the heir without entail it does not prevent the creditor taking in preference to 
the heir. Why should the children be in a worse position? They have as much claim upon 
the father as any debts which he may have incurred. It is a most savage law. I do not 
utter my own sentiments merely. You will find that some of the greatest authorities on 
jurisprudence for the last fifty years have expressed it over and over again. In the German 
Universities, and in forming the Code Napoleon, all these matters have been so fully discussed 
and so ably handled as to show that it is a remnant of barbarism which ought not to be 

tolerated. 

ADDENDUM. 

Since giving the foregoing evidence I have been reminded of the case of a highly 
respected gentleman, residing for many years in this Colony, who we will call X. X was 
the youngest son of a large family, whose father was the possessor of a large landed estate in 
Kent, of the value of £4,000 or £5,000 a-year. The father died intestate, the eldest son 
was killed in battle soon after the decease of the father, and the estate descended upon the 
second son, a scape-grace, who had previously become involved, and who shortly dissipated 
the whole estate. The whole of the family were left destitute, and left dependent upon 
relatives, who fortunately were able to educate them, and to prevent their descending entirely 

from a position in society. 
JOHN N. BElT. 
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!LcgiLatibc aortwily. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

DISTRICT COURT. 
(PETITION IN FAVOR OF ESTABiJsHfEN' OF, AT GUNDAGAT) 

Ode,ed by the Legislative Assembly to be Punted, 9 Api ii, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The Humble Petition of the Magistrates, Licensed Graziers, Stock and 
Landholders, Farmers, Storekeepers, Liecuserl Victuallers, Tradesmen, 
Mechanics, Laborers, and other Inhabitants of Gundagai and the 
adjoining listricts,— 

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH 

That Gundagai is an important Police District, in the Pastoral District of the 
Lachian, on the main trunk line of road of the Colony, uniting it with the Sister Colonies of 
Victoria and South Australia. 

That Gundagai, from its central situation as a Police Station, as shewn by its lock-up 
being the receptacle for prisoners from nine different Police Districts, renders it an eligible 
place at which an Assize Town should be established as the seat of a District Court with a 
jurisdiction in criminal eases. 

That, owing to the non-existence of any such institution nearer than G-oulburn, parties 
are, in many instances, deterred from prosecuting criminals, preferring to put up with the 
first loss rather than incur the great iuvenienec of travelling over almost impassable rcads, 
at a great loss of time to themselves, and of serious injury to their business; and that, under 
these circumstances, many criminals are allowed to go unpunished. 

That the convenience and well-being of a population of upwards of nine thousand 
would be studied by the extension to Gundagai of an Assize Court, or the establishment of a 
District Court; and that five thousand would at once receive immediate benefit therefrom, 
Gundagai being a convenient distance from Burrowa, Binalong, Tumut, (whose population 
is rapidly increasing,) and Wagga Wagga. 

That during the past and present year, one hundred and twenty-five prisoners have 
been received and forwarded from the lock-up at Gundagai to Goulburn, the whole of whom 
could have been dealt with at Gundagai had such Courts as above specified been in existence; 
and thus, the enormous expense incurred by witnesses in travelling to Gonlburn would have 

11 

been saved, and the great risk of prisoners escaping would have been avoided, as there are no 
receiving houses on the road between Gundagai and Goulburn, 

Your Petitioners respectfully submit, that the very large revenue derived from tl:e 
sale of lands and other sources in this Unsettled District, entitle them to the favorable eon- 
sideration of Parliament, more particularly as they have not, hitherto, received any benefit 
from the expenditure of public moneys. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, pray that your Honorable House will take the above 
premises into your favorable consideration, and will extend a Court of Assize, or a Distict 
Court having Civil and Criminal Jurisdiction, to Gundagai. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 86 Signatures.] 
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1858. 

tegtø1atiUe øembLj. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ASSIZE COURT. 
(PETITION- IN FAVOR OF ESTABLISHMENT OF, AT TAMWORTH.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 9 April, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of the Colony of New South Wales, in 

Parliament Assembled. 

The Petition of the Magistrates, Licensees of Crown Lands, Miners of the Hanging Rock 

and Peel River Gold Fields, and other residents of the Town of Tamworth 

and the Pastoral Districts of Liverpool Plains and the Gwydir,—. 
HUMBLY SHEwETH:— 

We, the undersigned Magistrates, Licensees of Crown Lands, Miners of the 

Hanging Rock and Peel River Gold Fields, and residents of the Town of Tamworth and the 

Pastoral Districts of Liverpool Plains and the Gwydir, humbly approach your Honorable 

House on a subject affecting, to a considerable extent, our social position and welfare. 

We beg to draw the attention of your Honorable House to the great distance at 

which your Petitioners reside from an Assize Town, and to the circumstance of much crime 

passing unnoticed, to the serious prejudice of society, on account of the great -loss of time 

occasioned by prosecuting at the Assize Court in Maitland, thereby involving a lengthened 

absence of individuals from their homes and occupations. 

Your Petitioners would wish especially to press upon your Honorable House that 

from the position of Tamworth it forms the central dep6t for the reception of prisoners 

from the Northern and Western portions of this part of the Colony on their transit to 

Maitland, and that a large portion of Police in their respective districts, but more 

particularly in the Police District of Tamworth, are almost exclusively employed in the 

escort of prisoners. 

As evidence of the correctness of these views, your Petitioners would beg to submit 

to your Honorable House the respective distances of the following Benches from the nearest 

Assize Court, held in Maitland :-- 
- Miles. 

Tamworth, distant from Maitland ............170 

Nundle and Hanging Rock, ditto ............. 162 

Wee Waa, ditto ..................275 
Warialda, ditto .................. 300 

Armidale, ditto ... ... ... ... ... .... 240 

Wellingrove, ditto . .................. 282 

Tenterfield, ditto .................. 326 

In addition to which, your Petitioners desire to remark, that although the distances 

are computed from Maitland, the Police Districts extend, in most cases, fully 100 miles 
further, thereby increasing the expenditure. 

Your Petitioners desire further to show how well adapted Tamworth is, from its 

central position, for an Assize Town in the Northern Districts. From Maitland, the present 

Assize Town, to the extreme of New England is 360 miles, and Tamworth being 

but 170 miles from the former, and 190 miles from the latter, it is but 10 miles from 

the centre, whileArmidale is 60 miles from it. Presuming that the twenty-eighth 

degree of parallel will be the boundary of the new Colony of MoretonBay,lyour Petitioners 

would still be of opinion that Tamworth would be more central than Armidale as a place for 

an Assize Court in the Northern Distritets of New South Wales; and in proof thereof, your 
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Petitioners respectfully beg to submit, for the consideration of your Honorable House, the 

following Table 
Miles Milcs. 

Murrurundi to Tamworth ...............65 To Armidale ...........................140 

Nundle and Hanging Rock to ditto 40 To ditto 
WeeWaa to ditto ........................130 ,, ,, ...........................200 

Warialda ..........................130 
200 

Bingera '............. 70 140 

Woolshed,............. 50 ,, ,, ...........................120 

Weflingrove ,........... 170 ,, , ...........................100 
Tenterfield ,............. 190 " " ...........................120 

- 845 1,130 

Which, in the aggregate, proves that at each sittings of Assize and Quarter Sessions, sup-

posing that there are but two cases from each Bench and six witnesses, 27,360 miles would 

be saved by Tamworth, instead of Armidale, being created an Asizc Town; this saving of 

mileage would consequently be attended with a vast saving of expense to the Government—

resulting from the allowances- in the shape of travelling expenses to witnesses, the escort of 

prisoners, and the travlling expenses of the Judge and crown Law Officers. Your Petitioners 

are of opinion, that at least £3,000 per annum would be saved. 

But there being every reason to believe that the thirtieth degree-of parallel will be 

the boundary of the new Colony of Moreton Bay, thereby fixing the boundary within thirty 

miles north of Armidale, your Petitioners would respectfully observe, that it would be incon-

venient and unnecessary to have the Assize Courts of the Northern Districts at two extreme 

ends, viz., Maitl.rid and Armidale. 

Should the boundary of the new Colony be fixed at the thirtieth degree of parallel; 

then the following Table would evidence most strongly the centrality of Tamworth, and its 

claim, from position, to an Assize Court :- 

Miles - Miles. 

Murrurundi to Tamworth ...............65 To Armidale ................... .......- 140 

Nundle and Hanging Rock to ditto 40 ,, ,, ..........................110 

Wee Waa to ditto ........................130 ,, ........................... 200  

Warialda ,....................130 ,, ................... ........ 200 
Bingera,................ 70 ,, ,, ...........................140 

Woolshed ,.....................50 
120 

- 
Weflingrove and Tenterfield being in the new Colony, those Benches would cease to have 

any connection with New South Wales; consequently the aggregate in mileage here shown, 

supposing that there are two cases and six witnesses from each Bench at each sitting of 

Assize and Quarter Sessions, proves that upwards of 30,000 miles would be saved to witnesses, 

&c., by Tamworth, and not Armidale, being the Assize Town; this saving- of mileage would 

be accompanied with an additional saving of expense to Government. 

As an additional evidence in favor of Tamworth being created into an Assize Town, 

arising from its position, your Petitioners beg respectfully to .emincl your Honorable House, 

that when in the year 1848 the Law Commissioners' Report ,was submitted for the considera-

tion of the Honorable the Legislative Council, the Colonial Secretary recommended Tamworth 

as a suitable place for an Assize Town. 

It is the confirmed opinion of your Petitioners, that many persons refrain from 

prosecuting owing to the great distance of the Assize Court from their- respective abodes, 

and consequent expense; and what is of more importance, the serious inconvenience to 

individuals,'in whatever employments tiiey.my  be engaged. Thete remarks apply still more 

to witnesses not interested in the prosec.ution 

In committing this Petition to the favorable consideration of your Honorable House, 

your Petitioners beg to say that Tamworth, from its centra1 position, as well as from its vast 

increase of population, and the extensive operations, both in Commercial, Mining, Pastoral, 

and Agricultural pursuits of the extensive districts surrounding it, has every claim to be 
created an Assize Town; and, having every confidence of the wisdom of your Honorable 

House, your Petitioners entrust this their Petition to its most favqrable consideration. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever p-ray. 

- [ifere follow 653 SignaLures.] 
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FlegiolatibeøøcrnbI. 
NEW SOTJTII WALES. 

COURT AND RESIDENT JUDGE AT ALBURY. 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 11 Muy, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the Town and District of Albury,—

HUMBLY SUEWETH :- 

That your Petitioners, as inhabitants of the Colony of New South Wales, deem 
themselves entitled to share in the benefits of British law, as administered in the ordinary 
Courts of Justice. 

That the Murrumbidgee District contains, according to the last Census, upwards of 
nine thousand inhabitants, and that, with the exception of the Police Courts and 
Small Debts Courts, no legal tribunixl has ever sat within the limits of this extensive 
territory. That the aforesaid nine thousand people are thus virtually deprived of their 
rights as British Subjects, and that the denial of these rights amounts to a denial of justice. 

That your Petitioners have been agitating for seven years, with a view to obtain their 
constitutional privileges in this particular; but their numerous Petitions, Memorials, and 
Addresses, have hitherto failed in the objects sought,—that measures for the institution of 
District Courts in the interior have been prepared and debated upon, under the present 
and preceding Cabinets, but that ministerial changes have, on each occasion, interfered to 
prevent the realization of your Petitioners. 

That your Petitioners consider it almost unnecessary again to particularize the various 
hardships to which they are exposed, in having to travel 220 miles to prosecute offenders, or 
to attend the sittings of the County Court in Goulburn. That the lawless condition of the 
interior districts, and the impunity enjoyed by criminals and vagabonds, particularly horse 
and cattle stealers, owing to the unwillingness of prosecutors and witnesses to incur the 
serious loss involved by a journey to Goulburn, are also matters of notoriety. 

That the ease of your Petitioners is none the less urgent on that account

'
but every 

day's delay increases the loss and inconvenience suffered by your Petitioners, and consequently 
adds to their discontent. 

That your Petitioners feel convinced that a Judge, if making periodical visits from 
Sydney, must necessarily spend nearly the whole of his time in travelling from place to 
place, owing to the very extensive tract of country to be travelled over. That, whatever may 
be the pecuniary loss to the legal profession in Sydney, your Petitioners consider themselves 
iititled to the services of a Resident Judge, believing that by no other means can the 

suppression of crime in the MurrunLbidgec District be successfully accomplished. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that a Bill for the establishment of Civil 
and Criminal Courts at Albury, may receive the early consideration of your Honorable 
House, and that the question of appointing a Resident Judge may be also entertained in 
connection with the measure. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

[Here follow 258 Signatures] 
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Eti%latibe Iftoembir. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

DISTRICT COURT AT WAGGA WAGGA. 
(PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT O1'.) 

Ordered by the Legi.lative Assembly to be Printed, 18 May, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the Police 
District of Wagga Wagga,—. 

SHE WETH 

 That your Petitioners, appreciating the importance of the measure before your 
Honorable House for the establishment of District Courts, beg most respectfully to direct 
your attention to the necessity there exists for one of those Courts at Wagga Wagga. 

That your Petitioners having in a former petition fully set forth the great advantage 
to the community in the Southern Districts the establishment of a District Court in a central 
position would confer, beg most strongly to reiterate the superior claims of Wagga Wagga as 
a central place for a Court,—being in the middle of a large grazing and agricultural commu-
nity; distant from Gundagai on the east 50 miles, from Tumut on the south-east 70 miles, 
from Albury, on the south, 85 miles, from the Billy Bong and Lower Murrumbidgee, on the 
west, about 60 miles, and from the "Levels" leading to Burrowa and Binalong, on the 
north, about 60 miles; all of which several places, as well as the whole course of the Lower 
Murrumbidgee and Murray to the Darling, would participate in the benefit of such a Court. 

That the nearest Court, at G-oulburn, is 183 miles distant, and consequently many 
offenders escape with impunity. 

That the population of the Wagga Wagga District is rapidly increasing, froin which 
respectable and intelligent jurors could at all times be impannelled for the trial of cases. 

That the Court House at Wagga Wagga is so constructed as to admit of enlargement 
for the purpose of holding a District Court. 

That, from its very central position, and being the great thoroughfare to the Colony 
of Victoria, via Deniliquin, together with its growing importance, the public convenience 
would be greatly benefited by a Court. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, most humbly, yet earnestly pray, that your Honorable 
House will be pleased to consider the necessity for establishing such Court at Wagga Wagga. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 272 Signatures.] 
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UgiøtatWe 2mbIp. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

'DISTRICT COURTS. 
(PETITION FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF AT YASS.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Pi'inled, 4 June, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the Town and District of Yass,— 
HUMBLY SHEWETH 

That the central position of the Town of Yass, situated as it is in the midst 
of the surrounding Districts of Goalburn, Queanbeyan, Burrowa, and Gundagai, renders it a 
peculiarly proper place for the establishment of a District Court; and the circumstance of 
there being a Court House and large lock-up already built in Yass, is an additional reason 
why such a Court should at once be established there. 

That the population of the Districts of Yass, Queanbeyan, Burrowa, and Gundagai, 
amounted, according to the last Census (taken in 1856) to 7,687 souls; and that much 
inconvenience is felt by the inhabitants of those districts in having to prosecute criminals 
and recover any debts amounting to more than £10, at Goulburn—the nearest Assize Town. 

That the great expense attendant upon criminal prosecutions, when the offenders are 
tried atGoulburn, frequently deters parties from prosecuting in cases of felony, and not 
unfrequently induces persons to commit crimes which they know are not likely to be prose-
cuted, for the above reason; and your Petitioners cannot too earnestly impress upon your 
Honorable House the necessity which they feel exists for giving to the District Courts Bill 
now before the Assembly an extensive criminal as well as civil jurisdiction; for they feet 
assured, that without the former the Bill will be shorn of more than half its advantages;. 
and with respect to the extent of civil jurisdiction to be conferred, your Petitioners respect-
fully submit that such jurisdiction should not be less than £200, as originally proposed by 
your Honorable House. Your Petitioners further respectfully suggest, that a clause be 
inserted in the District Courts Bill enabling the wives of plaintiffs and defendants to give 
evidence on behalf of their husbands, whose just claims are frequently defeated by the-
absence of such a provision in the present law of evidence; and, although your Petitioners, 
are aware that a Bill is now before the Legislative Council which has for its object the  
admission of the evidence of wives on behalf of their husbands, your Petitioners see no 
reason why (in the present state of the business before your Honorable House, and in the 
uncertainty which must attend the passing of that Bill in so short a Session as the present 
is likely to be,) the clause above suggested should not at once, as was done in the late 
Masters' and Servants' Act, (which has been found to work well in that respeet,) be added to 
the provisions of the District Courts Bill, which your Petitioners earnestly hope may be 
perfected during the present Session of your Honorable House. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

[Here follow 110 Signatures.] 
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Ugi1attUe mbI. 

NEW SOUTH wALEs; 

DISTRICT COURTS. 
(PETITION FROM CERTAIN COLONISTS IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICTS.) 

O,der8d by the Legislative Assembly to be Piia ted, 2 .ATovember, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

Petition of the undersigned Colonists,— 

SITEWETH 

1. That your Petitioners have to deplore the many and great impediments thrown 

in the way of the public in these districts in the attempts made to prosecute parties sus-

pected and accused of crime. 

That these impediments arise in consequence of the very long distance which the 

Courts of Assize and of Quarter Sessions are held, viz., in the town of Goulburn. 

That Goulburn is distant from Deniliquin 400 miles, from Moama 450 miles, 

from the Moulamein 470 miles, from Balranald 520 miles, and the outlying portions of the 

Police Districts above-named are proportionably further from Goulburn than these 
townships. 

That the journeys to Goulburn to carry out the law against criminals committed 

for trial prove seriously, and oftentimes ruinously, expensive to prosecutors and witnesses in 

these districts, and that in a large number of instances parties will not prosecute, and quietly 

submit to being robbed and otherwise seriously injured in property and person rather than 

undergo the perils and expenses of a journey to Goulburn to prosecute. 

That there are now residing in these districts about 4,000 persons. 

That in this great extent of country, in a population so scattered, many badly 

disposed persons secrete themselves, some of whom are charged with the highest crimes 

against life and property, and that of late several desperate characters, who for a long time 
eluded justice, have been apprehended here. 

That in the preliminary judicial investigations before the various Benches of 

Magistrates, your Petitioners have discovered on many occasions an utter reluctance on the 

part of prosecutors and witnesses to give direct evidence against accused parties, in con-

sequence of the fear attendant on a journey to Goulburn; that, therefore, this obstacle has a 

demoralizing influence, inasmuch as the truth is often on oath denied or evaded. 

That, not only do these evils entail great expenses on private persons, as prosecutors 

and witnesses, but the public also suffer hereby, inasmuch as parties summarily convicted 

before the local Benches have to be sent to Goulburn at an enormous cost. 
569— 9. 
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That in consequence of the continuance of these evils, for many years past there 

has been a growing discontent in the minds of many of the well-disposed; that this discontent 

has extended in too many cases to disaffection to the Government of New South Wales, as at 

present constituted, because the disaffected conceive that their wants are totally disregarded, 

and that they do not enjoy that protection to which as British subjects they are entitled. 

That your Petitioners, while they share in this discontent, they do not participate 

in the disaffection, because they are satisfied that your Honorable House has the power and 

will to do justice to all classes, however remotely situated from the seat of Government. 

That your Petitioners have looked with unfeigned pleasure on the inauguration 

of Responsible Government in the Colony, in the certain hope that the evils of which your 

Petitioners now so loudly complain will receive speedy attention, and proper remedies be 

forthwith applied. 

That Deniliquin is distant from Noama, 50 miles, from the Moulamein 70 miles, 

and from the extreme boundary of New South %Vales in this direction 210 miles. 

That the wholeof the Billabong District, extending to the Murrumbidgee and up 

the river last named, and around a large tract of country towards the Upper Murray, are 

within easy distance of Deniliquin; that, therefore, your Petitioners submit to your Honor-

able House that Deniliquin is admirably and centrally situated for the purpose of holding 

superior Courts of Justice, and that the local advantages far outweigh those offered by any 

other town in this great district. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Honorable House will, with all 

reasonable despateb, sanction the establishment at Deniliquin of Courts embracing criminal 

and civil jurisdiction. 

[[iers follow 101 Signatures.] 



73 
1858. 

ctøIatte 200embip. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VoTEs No. 29. TUESDAY, 18 MAY, 1858. 

11. State of the Magistracy :—Mr. Murray moved, pursuant to notice,— 
That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the state of the Magistracy 

of this Colony. 
That such Committee consist of Mr. Parkes,* Mr. Piddington, Mr. Thornton, 

Mr. Egan, Mr. Jones, Mr. Forster, Mr. G. Macicay, Mr. Marks, Mr. Lee, and the 

Mover. 
Question put and passed. 

Seat declared vacant 31st August, 1858. 

VOTES No. 63. THURSDAY, 22 JULY, 1858. 

1. Paper. 
 :—Mr. Martin laid upon the Table the Return to the Address in reference to the 

case of Pearce v. Bayly, adopted, on motion of Mr. Murray, on the 13th instant. 
Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Select Committee on the State of the 

Magistracy. 

VOTES No. 88. FRIDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

5. State of the Magistracy:—Mr. Murray, as Chairman, brought up a Progress Report 
from, and laid upon the Table the Evidence taken before

'
the Select Committee on 

the State of the Magistracy, in reference to the case of Pearce v. Bayly, the pro-

ceedings in which were referred to that Committee on the 22nd July last. 

Ordered to be printed. 

CON TEN PS. 

PMTh. 

Report ., ................... .
3  

Extract from the Proceedings of the Committee on Friday, 3 Sept., 1858............
4  

Witness .................................................................. 

Minutes of Evidence ..........................................................
5  

Proceedings in the case of Pearce v. 
Bayly before the Bench at Liverpool ..........& 
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1858. 

STATE OF THE MAGISTRACY. 

(PEARCE v. BAYLY.) 

PROGRESS REPORT. 

TE SELECT COMMITTEE of the Legislative Assembly appointed on the 18th February, 1858, 
"to inquire into the state of the Magistracy of this Colony," and to whom were 
referred on the 22nd July last, "a copy of the Proceedings in the case of Pearce v. 

Bayly, tried before the Bench of Magistrates at Liverpool, in November, 1857,' 
have agreed to the following Progress Report,— 

Your Committee deem it their duty to bring the facts connected with this case J'ieproceeding 
immediately under the notice of your Honorable House, as they not only serve to indicate pedGe 

the state of the Magistracy in certain instances, but also illustrate the dilatoriness of the 

Government in dealing with such cases, even so far as mere investigation is concerned. 

The Attorney General, on the part of the Government, called for these proceedings 

on the 7th of December last, and they were transmitted to him from the Police Office at 

Liverpool on the following clay. But although very nearly nine months have since elapsed, 

no further action, according to the evidence of *Mr. Plunkett, Secretary to the Crown Law *J'de evidence 
Officers, (hereunto appended) has been since taken in the matter. appen e d. 

These facts appear to your Committee to demand inmediate attention, for they serve 

to prejudice the public interest, and bring the administration of justice into disregard. 

T. A. MURRAY, 

Chairman. 

Legislative Assembly C/camber, 

Sydney, 3 September, 1858. 

PROCEEDINGS 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

(EXTRACT.) 

FRIDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

£flcinberø precnt :— 
The Honorable T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, I Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Egan. 

* * * * * * * * * 

By direction of the Chairman, Resolutions of the House referring to the Committee,  

on 22nd July last, 
"-A copy of the Proceedings in the case of Pearce v. Bayly, tried before the Bench 

of Magistrates at Liverpool, in November, 1857." 
on 27th ultiino,— 

A copy of the Report of the Commission appointed by the Government to inquire 
" into the conduct of Charles Luke Bayly, Esquire, J.P.,"—moved for by Mr. 
Forster, under a Resolution agreed to by the Committee, on the 21st July 
last,— 

read by the Clerk. 
Committee deliberated. 
Certain of the documents attached to the "inquiry into the conduct of Mr. Bayly" 

having been read by the Chairman, the subject matter therein was found to be irrelevant 
to the proceedings in the case of Pearce v. Bayly. 

The Chairman having then laid before the Comm ittee,—Letter from C. Luke Bayly, 
Esquire, J.P., dated 21st ultimo, requesting to be heard by the Committee prior to their 
consideration of, and decision respecting, the depositions in the case of Pearce v. Bayly,— 

Read the same. 
Deliberation continued. 
Motion made (Mr. Forster) and Question—" That it is expedient that the immediate 

" attendance of the Secretary to the Crown Law Officers be requested, for the purpose of 
" ascertaining whether any action has been taken by the Executive Government with respect 
" to the case of Pearce v. Bayly, since the 8th December last "—agiecci to. 

Deliberation further continued. 
Mr. W. E. Plunlcelt, Secretary to the Crown Law Officers, examined. 
Committee then Resolved :- 

That this Committee having taken into consideration the proceedings before 
" the Bench of Magistrates at Liverpool in the case of Pearce a. Bayly, and, 
having examined the Secretary to the Crown Law Officers, are of opinion 
" that the conduct of the Government in neglecting to take further action 
" with respect to this matter ought to be immediately brought under the notice 
of the House, inasmuch as such neglect is calculated to prejudice the public 
interest, and bring the administration of justice into contempt. 
That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in a Progress Report. 

"(3.) That such Progress Report be brought up, and laid upon the Table of the 
" House by the Chairman this day. 

" (4.) That the Chairman do give notice that be will move for the adoption of the 
" said Report, and that an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, transmitting a copy of the same." 

* * * * 

[Adjourned.] 

WITNESS. 

- Page. 

W. E. Plunkett, Esquire, Secretary to the Crown Law Officers.. .. .. .. .. .. 5 
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Legtta1tDe 200embip. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

TAKEN BKFORE 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON THE 

STATE OF THE MAGISTRACY. 
(PEARCE v. BAYLY.) 

FRIDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

4vEcnt :— 
Ma. EGAN, Ma. MURRAY, 
Ma. FORSTER, Ma. PJDDINGTON. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

William Edward Plunkett, Esq., called in and examined - 
By the Chairman: You are Secretary to the Attorney General? I am Secretary to the 

Crown Law Officers. 

Have you any knowledge of the case of Pearce a. Bayly, which you see on record in a 
paper ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 22nd July, 1858? I am aware of 
the correspondence which took place on the subject, and a copy of the whole correspondence 
relating to the charge of assault I believe was furnished to the Committee. 
What correspondence took place in reference to this case of Pearce a. Bayly? The cir- 

cumstance was reported to the Attorney General, among other statements made respecting 
Mr. Bayly's conduct, and a copy of the proceedings was written for. - 
That is the answer to the letter written on the subject? (Referring to Captain Moore'a 

letter of 81lt December, 1857.) Yes, that is the reply. 
Did you write the letter applying for a copy of the proceedings? Yes. 
That is Captain Moore's answer, forwarding the proceedings? Yes. 
What was done subsequently to that? I did not bring the whole of the papers with me 

to refresh my memory. 

We wish to know whether anything was done? No further notice was taken by the 
Government, that I am aware, 
The proceedings were received in December last? About that time. 
And nothing more has been done? No. 
There has been no further correspondence? No. 
No action has been taken? No action has been taken by the Government, that I am 

aware of. 

Do you think it likely that any action could have been taken without your knowledge? 
The Attorney General said it would be desirable to have the matter brought under the notice 
of the Executive, and instructed me, I believe—I speak from recollection—to write to the 
Bench for a copy of the proceedings, or 'the original proceedings. Captain Moore forwarded 
the proceedings to the office, with the view, I believe, of the papers being placed before the 
Executive. They were laid before the Attorney General, and I am not aware that anything 
more was done. 

You are not aware whether they were ever laid before the Executive Council? I 
think not. 
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jE ARCE v. BAYLY. 
ROCES IN THE CASE BEFORE MAGISTRATES AT LIVERPOOL.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 22 July, 1E58. 

RETURN to an Address of the 1-lonorable the Legislative Assembly of 

New South Wales, dated 13 July, 1858, praying that His Excellency 

the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be laid on 

the Table of this House,— 

"A copy of the Proceedings in the case of Pearce v. Bayly, 

"tried before the Bench of Magistrates at Liverpool, in 

"November, 1857." (Mr. Murray) 

S. MooR, EsQ., J.P., to THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Police Office, Liverpool, 

8 December, 1857. 

SIR, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your cammunication of the 

7th instant, req nesting that a copy of the proceedings of the case of assault of "Pearce v. 

Bayly" should be transmitted to your office. 

I herewith transmit a copy of the case. 
I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE SAM. MOORE. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Sydney. 

A. No. 1. 

Complaint on 9 Geo. 4, c. 31, for an Assault and Battery. 

NEW SOUTH WALES, 

LIVERPOOL, 
TO WIT. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at Liverpool, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, Thomas Pearce, of the said Town of Liverpool, personally cometh before me, Kinnear 
Robertson, Esquire, one of Her.Majesty's Justices of the Peace in and for the said Colony, 
and upon his oath complaineth to and informeti' me that Charles Luke Bayly, Esquire, of the 
said Town of Liverpool, Justice of the Peace, did on the twentieth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at Liverpool, in the Colony afore-
said, unlawfully assault and beat the said Thomas Pearce, by spitting in his face, contrary 
to the Statute in such case made and provided, and against the peace of our Lady the 
Queen; and thereupon the said Thomas Pearce prays that I, the said Justice, will proceed in 
the premises according to law. 

THOS. PEARCE. 

Sworn before me, at the Police Office, in the 
Town of Liverpool, this 20th day of 
November, A.D. 1857, 

KINNEATI ROBERTSON, J. P. 

[Summons granted for 23rd November, 1857.] 

Liverpool, 
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Lwerpool, 23 November, 1857. 
Present :-_ SAMUEL Moonu, ESQ., J.P. 

KINNEAR ROBERTSON, ESQ., J.P. WILLIAM HANNIBAL LANE, ESQ., J.P. 
Charles Luke Bayly, Esq,, J.P., is called on to answer the charge of an aiult 

l3ommittcd by him on the person of Mr. Thomas Pearce. A medical certificate having been 
produced, stating his inability, from indisposition, to attend this day, the ease is postponed 
until Friday, 4th December, 1857. 

SAML. MOORE, J.P. 
W. H. LANE, J.P. 
KINNEAR ROBERTSON, J.P. 

CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that I have this day visited Charles Bayly, Esq., profesiona1ly, 
and find him so much indisposed from a severe attack of diarrhea as to be unable to leave 
the house or transact any business whatever. 

S, M.D., I M. IOSKING Liverpool, 23 November, 1857. A. 

and Surgeon. 

Before Liverpool Police Office,  

SAMUEL MOORE, ESQ, J.P. 
4 December, 1857.  

WILLIAM HANNIBAL LANE, ESQ., J.P. 

Charles Luke Bayly charged with assaulting  and beating one Thomas Pearce, on the 20th 
day of November last.—Pjeads guilty. 

Thomas Pearce, of Liverpool, in the Colony of 
New South 'SiVales, butcher, being duly 

sworn, on oath states :- 

I have heard the information now read in Court; it is true; Mr. Bayly was in a 
state of intoxication at the time; when I left the place he followed me and spit in my face 
again; when I went to leave the place altogether, Mr. Bayly shut the door and would not 
let me out, until Mr. Andrews ordered him to leave the place. 

By ii'Ir. Bayly: I 
state you were intoxicated; I know you were because of your 

manner, because you could not walk straight; this occured at the bar of Andrews' Hotel; 
when you left the bar I saw you walking round Mr. Andrews' sitting-room; you followed 
me into the bar; you were standing in the Street at Andrews' gate, going into the parlour. 

By the Bench: I 
was perfectly sober at the time; Mr. Bayly staggered when he 

walked across the room; this took place about half-past two o'clock in the afternoon. 
Sworn at the Police Office, Liverpool, this 

THOS. PEARCE. 4th day of December, 1857, before J 

SAM. MOORE, J.P. 
W. H. LANE, J.P. 

John Andrews, in the Colony of New 
South Wales, publican, being duly sworn, on oath 
states 

By the Bench: I 
recollect the 20th of last month; Mr. Thomas Pearce was at my 

house in the afternoon somewhere about 3 or 4 o'clock in the afternoon; I saw Mr. Bayly 
spit in Mr. Thomas Pearce's face several times Without any provocation being given by Mr. 
Thomas Pearce; this occurred in the tap room; not any other persons present; Mr. Pearce 
got over the railing which divides the tap room from the parlour and Mr. Bayly followed 
him into the private room attached to the bar, and attempted or did close the door in fact to 
prevent Mr. Pearce going out; I was in the room; Mr. Pearce took a poker up to defend 
himself; I before insisted that the door should be opened; I then opened the door; I saw Mr. 
Bayly again spit in Mr Pearce's face; Mr. Pearce afterwards went out; Mr. Bayly was not 
quite sober, he had a little drink; the plaintiff first entered the bar followed shortly after-
wards by the defendant; £ did not supply the defendant with any drink during the time 
that Mr. Pearce was there; I do not recollect Mr. Bayly calling for a glass of brandy; I 
have not the recollection of serving it. 

By ,Mi. Bayly: 
I do not recollect serving him with any thing at all; by your 

manner I considered you to be slightly intoxicated. 

Sworn at the Police Office, Liverpool, this 
JOHN W. ANDREWS 4th day of December, 1857, before J 

SAM. MOORE, J.P. 
W. H. LANE, J.P. 

i The Bench find the defendant Charles Luke Bayly guilty of the offence of assault- 
ng Thomas Pearce, and fine him in the sum of five pounds, and in default of payment of 
the sum of five pounds to be imprisoned in Her Majesty's  Gaol for the space of one calendar month, and to find sureties to keep the peace towards all Her Majesty'

s  subjects, and especially towards Thomas Pearce, for six calendar months, himself in 
£50 and two sureties of £25 each. 

SAML. MOORE, J.P. 
W. H. LANE, J.P. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VOTES No. 29. TUESDAY, 18 MAY, 1858. 

11. State of the Magistracy:—Mr. Murray moved, pursuant to notice,— 
(1.) That a Select Committee be appointedto inquire into the state of the Magistracy 
of this Colony. 
(2) That .such Committee consist of Mr. Parkes,* Mr. Piddington, Mr. Thornton, 
Mr. Egan, Mr. Jones, Mr. Forster, Mr. G. Macleay, Mr. Marks, Mr. Lee., and the 

Mover. 
Question put and passed. -. - 

Seat declared vacant 31st August, 1858. 

VOTES No. 88. FRIDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

5. State of the Magistracy :—Mr. Murray, as Chairman, brought up a Progress Report 
from, and laid upon the Table the Evidence taken before, the Select Committee on 
the State of the Magistracy, in reference to the case of Pearce a. Bayly, the pro. 
ceedings in which were referred to that Committee on the 22nd July last. 
Ordered to be printed. 

VOTES No. 113. WEDNESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

. State of the Magistracy :—Expenses of Witnesses :—Mr. Murray, as Chairman, brought 
up a Second Progress Report from the Select Committee on the State of the 
Magistracy, together with an Appendi,—in reference to expenses of Witnesses. 
Ordered to be printed, and ref€rred to the Standing Orders Committee for considera- 
tion and report. 
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1858. 

STATE OF THE !AGISTRACy. 
(EXPENSES OP WiTNESSES.) 

SECOND PROGRESS REPORT. 

TiiE SELECT COMMITTEE of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 18th May, 1858, 
" to inquire into the State of the Magistracy of this Colony," and who, on the 3rd 
September last, brought up " a Progress Report in reference to the case of ' Pearce v. 
" 'Bayly,' " have agreed to the following Second Progress Report 

Your Committee beg to lay before your Honorable House a Letter* addressed by the * Vde Appcn4i 
Reverend C. F. D. Priddle, of Liverpool, to the Clerk of the Assembly, on the 5th 

ultimo, requesting to be allowed the sum of £2 by way of compensation for certain 

expenses incurred by him in attending upon three different occasions, when summoned, for 
the purpose of giving evidence before your Committee. 

As the rulingt of the Speaker on the 19th August last, with respect to the bearing No.  

of the 44th Section of the Standing Orders, precludes your Committee from awarding pay- 

ment of expenses to an ordinary witness, summoned in an ordinary way, merely to give 

evidence, they deem it expedient to bring Mr. Priddle's application under the consideration 
of your Honorable House. 

T. A. MURRAY, 

Legislatzve Assembly Chamber, 
Chairman. 

Sydney, 3 -November, 1858. 

APPENDIX. 

Parsonage, Liverpool, 

Dear Sir, 
5 October, 1858. 

In answer to summonses I attended three times at the Committee Rooms of the 
A ssembly, to give evidence. I shall be glad to know whether I am right in applying to you 
for expenses incurred in travelling, &c. 

At considerable inconvenience I made a point of attending, and now ask for £2 to 
cover expenses. 

I remain, &c., 

B. O'Connor, Esq. 
CHAS. F. D. PRIDDLE. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF. THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VOTES No. 29. TUESDAY, 18 MAY, 1858. 

ii. State of the Magistracy:—Mr. Murray moved, pursuant to notice,— 
That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the state of the Magistracy 

of this Colony. 
That such Committee consist of *Mr.  Parkes, Mr. Piddington, Mr. Thornton, Mr. 

Egan, Mr. Jones, Mr. Forster, Mr. G. Macleay, Mr. Marks, Mr. Lee, and the Mover. 
Question put and passed. 

* Seat declared vacant, 31 August, 1858. 

VOTES No. 36. FRIDAY, 28 MAY, 1858. 

21. Attendance of Member of Legislative Council:—Mr. Jones moved, That the following 
Message be carried to the Legislative Council 

The Legislative Assembly having appointed a Select Committee to inquire 
into the state of the Magistracy, and that Committee being desirous to examine the 
Honorable Mr. Justice Therry in reference thereto, begs to request that the Legislative 
Council will give leave to its said Member to attend accordingly, on such day and 
days as shall be arranged between him and the said Committee. 
Legislative Assemby Chamber, 

Sydney, 28 IlIay, 1858. Speaker. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 37. TUESDAY, 1 JUNE, 1858. 

Attendance of Member of Legislative Council:—The Speaker reported that whilst the 
House was in Committee of Supply on the 28th ultimo, the following Message was 
received from the Legislative Council :- 

Mu; SPEAKER, 
In answer to the Message from the Legislative Assembly, dated the 28th 

instant, requesting leave for the Honorable Mr. Justice Therry, a Member of the 
Legislative Council, to attend, and be examined before a Select Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly, appointed to inquire into the state of the Magistracy, the 
Council acquaints the Legislative Assembly that leave has been granted to Mr. 
Justice Therry to attend and be examined by the said Committee, if he think fit. 
Legislative Council Chamber, W. W. BURTON, 

Sydney, 28 May, 1858. President. 

VOTES No. 38. WEDNESDAY, 2 JUNE, 1858. 

6 Attendance of Member of Legislative Council:—Mr. Murray moved, That the following 
Message be carried to the Legislative Council 

The Legislative Assembly having appointed a Select Committee to inquire 
into the state of the Magistracy, and that Committee being desirous to examine the 
Honorable Sir Alfred Stephen, Knight, Chief Justice, in reference thereto, begs to 
request that the Legislative Council will give leave to its said Member to attend 
accordingly, on such day and days as shall be arranged between him and the said 
Committee. 
Legislative Assembly Chamber, 

Sydney, 2 June, 1858. . Speaker. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 40. FRIDAY, 4 JUNE, 1858. 

19. Messages from the Legislative Council :—The following Messages were received from the 
Legislative. Council 

(1.) Attendance of Member of Legislative Council :- 
Mu. SPEAKER, 

In answer to the Message from the Legislative Assembly, dated the 2nd 
instant, requesting leave for the Honorable Sir Alfred Stephen, Knight, Chief Justice, 
a Member of the Legislative Council, to attend and be examined before a Select 
Committee of the Legislative Assembly, appointed to inquire into the state of the 
Magistracy, the Council acquaints the Legislative Assembly that leave has been 
granted to Sir Alfred Stephen to attend and be examined by the said Committee, if 
he think fit. 
Legislative Council Chamber, W. W. BURTON,. 

Sydney, 3 June, 1858. President. 
* * * * * * * * 

VOTES 
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VOTES No 46. THURSDAY, 17 JUNE, 1858. 

9. Attendance of Member of Legislative Council :—Mr. Murray moved, That the following 
Message be carried to the Legislative Council :- 

The Legislative Assembly having appointed a Select Committee to inquire 
into the State of the Magistracy, and that Committee being desirous to examine the 
Honorable H. Deas Thomson, Esq., C B., in reference thereto, begs to request that 
the Legislative Council will give leave to its said Member to attend accordingly, on 
such day and days as shall be arranged between him and the said Committee. 

.Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 17 June, 1858. Speaker. 

Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 47. FRIDAY, 18 JUNE, 1858. 

15. Attendance of Member of Legislative Council :—The Speaker reported that whilst the 
House was in Committee on the Impounding Bill, the following Message was received 
from the Legislative Council :- 

MR. SPEAKER, 
In answer to the Message from the Legislative Assembly, dated the 17th 

instant, requesting leave for the Honorable Edward Deas Thomson, Esquire, C.B,, a 
Member of the Legislative Council, to attend and be examined before a Select Com-
mittee of the Legislative Assembly appointed to inquire into the state of the 
Magistracy, the Council acquaints the Legislative Assembly that leave has been 
granted to Mr. Deas Thomson to attend and be examined by the said Committee, if 
he think fit. 

Legislative Council Clwmber, W. W. BURTON, 

Sidney, June, 1858. President. 

VOTES No. 57. TUESDAY, 3 JULY, 1858. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment; the Speaker took the Chair. 
Papers :- 
* * e * * * * 

Mr. Martin laid upon the Table the undermentioned Papers :- 
* * * * * * * 
(3.) Return to the Address in reference to eases in which the Attorney General 
declined to prosecute, adopted, on motion of Mr. Murray, on the 4th ultimo. 
Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Select Committee on the State of the 
Magistracy. 
* * * * * * * * 

VOTES No. 59. THURSDAY, 15 JULY, 1858. 

1. Papers :—Mr. Cowper laid upon the Table the undermentioned Papers :- 
* * * * * * * * 
(2.) Return to the Order in reference to Arthur E. Halloran, Esquire, made by this 
House, on motion of Mr. Forster, on the 8th ult.imo. 
Referred to the Select Committee on the State of the Magistracy. 
* * * * * * * * 

VOTES No. 63. THURSDAY, 22 JULY, 1858. 

Paper.  :—Mr. Martin laid upon the Table the Return to the Address in reference to the 
case of Pearce a. Bayly, adopted, on motion of Mr. Murray, on the 13th instant. 
Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Select Committee on the State of the 
Magistracy. 

VOTES No. 65. TUESDAY, 27 JULY, 1858. 

A. E. Halloran, Esquire:—Mr. W. B. Tooth moved, pursuant to notice, That the 
Petition of Mr. E. B. Uhr, J.P., presented by him on the 20th instant, be printed, 
and referred to the Select Committee on the State of the Magistracy. 
Question put and passed. 
Ordered to be printed, and referred accordingly. 

VOTES No. 68. FRIDAY, 30 JULY, 1858. 

9. Inquiry into conduct of Oh. Luko Bayly, Esq, J.P. :—Mr. Forster moved, pursuant 
to notice, That an Address be presented to the Governor General, praying that His 
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be laid upon the Table of this House, a copy 
of the Report of the Commission appointed by the Government to inquire into the 
conduct of Ch. Luke Bayly, Esq., J.P., with a view to having the said Report 
referred to the Select Committee on the State of the Magistracy. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES 



5 

VOTES No. 84. FRIDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1858. 

2. Papers:—Mr. Martin laid upon the Table the undermentioned Papers :- 
(1.) Return to the Address in reference to the Inquiry into the conduct of Charles 
Luke Bayly, Esquire, J. P., adopted on the motion of Mr. Forster on the 30th July 
last. 

Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Select Committee now sitting on the State 
of the Magistracy. 
* * * 

VOTES No. 88. FRIDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

5. State of the Magistracy:—Mr. Murray, as Chairman, brought up a Progress Report 
from, and laid upon the Table the Evidence taken before, the Select Committee on 
the State of the Magistracy, in reference to the case of Pearce v. Bayly, the pro-
ceedings in which were referred to that Committee on the 22nd July last. 
Ordered to be printed. 

VOTES No. 107. FRIDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1858. 

5. Dr. Harris :—Mr. Plunkett moved, pursuant to notice, That an Address be presented 
to the Governor General, requesting His Excellency to cause to be laid upon the 
Table of this House the following Documents, viz. :—.Depositions taken in Police Court 
of Mudgee, in the cases of- 

Turvey v. Caplin. 
Caplin v. [rider. 
Inder v. Harris. 
Regina v. Turvey. 
Also, a receipt from Turvey to Inder. 
Receipt from Mills (for Harris) to Caplin. 
Letter of the Attorney General to Bench of Mudgee, respecting the 
above-mentioned cases. 

The Letters of Dr. Harris to the Colonial Secretary respecting the 
above-mentioned cases. 
Affidavit of J. W. Devereaux, verifying certain facts. 
All other Papers and Communications relating to these eases;— 

with a view to the said Documents, when produced, being referred to the Select 
Committee now inquiring into "The State of the Magistracy." 
Debate ensued. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 113. WEDNESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

2. State of the Magistracy-__Expenses of Witnesses :—Mr. Murray, as Chairman, brought 
up a Second Progress Report from the Select Committee on the State of the 
Magistracy, together with an Appendix,-__in reference to expenses of Witnesses. 
Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Standing Orders Committee for considera-
tion and Report. 

VOTES No. 116. TUESDAY, 9 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

4. State of the Magistracy :—Mr. Murray, as Chairman, brought up a Final Report from, 
and laid upon the Table the Evidence taken before the Select Committee appointed 
on the 18th May last to inquire into the state of the Magistracy of this Colony,—with 
the Minutes of Proceedings and Appendix. 
Ordered to be printed. 

r.r 
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1858. 

STATE OF THE MAGISTRACY. 

FINAL REPORT. 

THE SELECT COMMiTTEE of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 18th May, 1858, 

" to inquire into the State of the Magistracy of this Colony," and to whom were referred, 

on the 13th July last, "Return to Address in reference to cases in which the Attorney 

Ueneral declined to prosecute ;" on the 15th July last, "Return to Order in reference 

to Arthur E. Halloran, Esquire;"  on the 22nd July last, "A copy of the Proceed-

". ings in the case of Pearce v Bayly, tried before the Bench of Magistrates at Liverpool 

in November, 1857 ;" on the 27th July last, " the Petition of Mr. E. B. Uhr, .LP., 

in reference to the conduct of Arthur E. Halloran, Esquire, J.P. ;" on the 27th 

August last, " Return to Address in reference to the Inquiry into the conduct of Charles 

Luke Bayly, Esquire, J.F.,"—have agreed to the following Final Report :- 

It appears from the evidence before your Committee that the principal portion of the 

judicial business of the Colony is transacted in the Police Courts; that the great mass of the 

people, and especially the poorer classes, are dependent on those Courts for the administration 

of justice; and that the cases tried in them are as important to the parties concerned as 

those of the higher Courts are to the litigants therein. 

It appears also that while there are checks on the administration of justice in the 

higher Courts in which Judges of high education and great legal attainments preside, and 

where a watchful bar is in attendance, no corresponding checks exist in the Police Courts in 

which Magistrates—in some instances but indifferently if at all qualified for the office they 

fill—exercise summary jurisdiction, a power unknown to the common law, with which the 

Judges of even the Supreme Court are never invested. 

In the Police Courts the Magistrates adjudicate in cases under the Small Debts Act, 

the Tenements Recovery Act, the Deserted Wives and Children's Act, the Master and Ser-

vants' Act, the Impounding Act, the Scab in Sheep Act, the Cattle Stealing Prevention Act, 

the Publicans' Licensing Act, &c., &c. They fine and imprison, and in themselves constitute 

judge and jury; yet their responsibility is so slight, that His Honor the Chief Justice 

regards it as a mere nothing unless they exceed their jurisdiction. 

Under such circumstances, it is obvious that the office of Justice of the Peace is a 

most important one; and that scrupulous care should be taken that the gentlemen placed in 

it should be unexceptionable in character and ability. And this seems the more necessary 

when it is considered that they are liable, especially in the Country Districts, to the bias of 

their own general interest in many of the cases they decide—such as those between Masters 

and Servants, and under the Impounding Act—and may be regarded in such instances, 

according to the evidence of the Chief Justice, as to some extent Judges in their own cause. 

But, although favorable opinions were expressed by many of the witnesses, of the 

Magistrates as a body, it appears to your Committee that sufficient care has not been 

uniformly exercised in the selections made for the Commission of the Peace; that, on the 

contrary, persons have, in some instances, under all Governments, but more so of late years 

than formerly, been appointed as much by way of compliment to themselves or their friends 

as from any other consideration. 

Nor has the system of Responsible Government effected any improvement in this 

respect. Notwithstanding that the Commission of the Peace already comprised the names of 

600 or 700 gentlemen, three hundred and ninety-one have been added since the inauguration 

of our new regiine,—of these 174 were appointed by Sir W. Parker, and 210 by the 

present Government. It is alleged that political considerations have led to several of these 

appointments. This may be regarded as to some extent proved by the fact which comes 
- - within 
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within the knowledge of your Committee, that during a late administration 14 gentlemen in 

one districtwere placed in the Commission on the recommendation of one Member of Parliament 

Under these circumstances, the general character of the Magistracy may reasonably 

be regarded as impaired by injudicious appointments. Sir Alfred Stephen stated 

in his evidence, that he had " repeatedly seen persons sworn in whom he thought,. 

"judging by their appearance, manner, and style of reading, to be utterly inadequate in 

"point of education, and to be of an inferior grade generally." He added, "that the bad 

"appointments of late years—say the last five—had been worse than all those made in the 

"previous fourteen"; and that he had known "two instances of habitual drunkards on the 

"Bench, of whom he bad seen one in that state in the streets." Mr. Justice Therry said, 

he "had seen persons sworn in who could not read very well, and whose educational 

"attainments were of very humble pretensions." Judge Dickinson, "that he had on 

"several occasions, not in a great many, but on several occasions, more so lately than 

formerly, been struck with the deficiencies of the Magistrates in point of education, 

by the manner in which they read the oaths." He added, he had seen gentlemen of 

this class "whose whole demeanour betokened inferiority." These remarks, however, 

apply to particular eases. Their Honors expressed favorable opinions of the Magistrates 

generally; but as was urged by Sir Alfred Stephen, " one decidedly bad appointment 

to the Magistracy in a district, is highly prejudicial, and tends to bring the whole body 

" into disesteem. It has the further effect of alienating the more competent and more 

respectable portion of the Magistrates from their duties; and it is quite impossible not 

" to have observed that the instances referred to have already tended to lower the estimate 

in which the Magistracy as a body should be held." 

That this result has followed in many districts is shewn by the evidence. Judge 

Therry states that "there is great distrust in the Benches on which such Magistrates appear—

" that confidence in the Police Courts is thus destroyed." Mr. Owen says, "The Magistrates, 

" so far as I can judge, have not the confidence of the public. The mode of appointment at 

present is very unsatisfactory." Mr. Plunkett, "I think, looking to the body of the 

" Magistracy, there are as good Magistrates—men as of high qualifications for the office— 

in this country, as in any part of the British dominions; but they are so diversified, and• 

" so many persons not highly, or perhaps at all qualified for the office are among them, that 

" I do not think they are such altogether as to command the confidence to be wished in the 

" administration of justice." Mr. Deniehy states that " the decisions of the Justices in the 

" Police Courts are by no means satisfactory to the public at large." Mr. C. H. Walsh, that 

generally speaking there is a want of confidence in the administration of justice by the 

Magistrates." 

Your Committee attribute this want of confidence to the disregard of the essential 

qualifications for the office which is manifest in several instances in the appointments 

made to the Commission of the Peace. The Minister of the day is doubtless, pimed in an 

embarrassing position through the applications which pour in upon him under the present 

system. If he disregards the recommendations of Parliamentary supporters, he may lose 

votes in the House—if those of influential electors, possibly his next election. 

But the administration of justice should not be dependent on such influences as these. 

The Courts of the country, high or low, should all bear the same character, and be such that 

the humblest individual could enter them with full confidence that every case in which he 

had an interest would be fairly, honestly, and ably dealt with. In so far, however, as 

undesirable appointments are made, is the risk of erroneous decisions multiplied. 

And scrupulous care as to the appointments made seems the more necessary when it is 

considered that the administration of the law in the country districts by Justices of the Peace, 

even under favorable circumstances, although on the whole convenient, is nevertheless 

in itself, in some respects, liable to strong objection. To use the words of Mr. Owen,—" One 

11  of the greatest evils which at present, as it appears to me, interferes with the proper course 
it of justice, is that the Magistrates sitting from day to day have all their local associations, 

and are in some way or another immediately connected, in their business or in their family 

" relations, with a large proportion of .the neighbourhood; and if it be that there are two 

" litigants, the one not within their circle and the other within it, the bias is, according to 

the ordinary principles of human nature, in favour of their connexions or friends."—

"Another objection is, that gentlemen not possessing any legal attainments do not see the 

force 
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" force of the objection which exists to any previous acquaintance with the matter in litiga-

tion; and it so happens that, from the peculiar position of the Magistracy at present 

existing, they generally obtain a previous knowledge of the matter that conies before the 

Court, and in a great number of cases it is privately discussed. The consequence is, that 

" labor as you may, even with the advantages of legal assistance, the matter is decided 

"before it conies into Court, without the parties knowing it, perhaps without the Magistrates 

being aware of it." In these opinions your Committee to a great extent concur; and they 

feel satisfied that these causes produce erroneous decisions in many instances. And it is to 

be remarked that redress under such circumstances is a matter of great difficulty to many of 

those against whom wrong judgments may have been given. The ordinary mode of obtaining 

it would be by writ of prohibition, but the expense of obtaining one ranges from £12 to 
£25 

for each side. Mr. Owen adds :--" Unless corruption be shown against the Magistrates, the 

"Judges do not visit them with the applicant's costs, although the application is successful. 

"If the decision of the Bench be declared wrong, the applicant has still to pay heavy costs. 

A man in humble circumstances cannot therefore resist an erroneous judgment of any 

" Bench." Sir Alfred Stephen says :---" The infrequency of appeals either to the Quarter 

" Sessions or the Supreme Court against magisterial decisions, is no accurate test of the  
correctness of magisterial decisions; because the poverty, or ignorance, or indifference of 

parties in small cases, will naturally induce them to avoid litigation, even where they 

feel that the Magistrate is wrong. I know personally of some serious mistakes by Magistrates 
which have never come before the Court." 

And—it is to be borne in mind—the very same causes which lead to injudicious and 
 

objectionable appointments, prevent the removal of persons from the Commission, however 

questionable their fitness or blameable their conduct may be. In fact it rarely happens that 

any man is superseded, even when there is good reason for it. From the returns laid before 

your Committee, it appears that only four writs of supersedeas have been issued since the 

commencement of Responsible Government. One of these occurred through insolvency...... 

two of the other cases were brought under the notice of your Honorable House before the 

us nature, all the circum- 
Government took action upon them. One of them was of a very serio 

stances of which were communicated to the Attorney General in November, 1857; yet in 

this ease the Magistrate concerned was retained in the Commission until your Committee, 

in September last, specially reported upon it, and brought the dilatoriness of the Government 

in regard to it prominently before you The delay in this instance, to which your Committee 

need not now more particularly refer, clearly shows how necessary it is to guard "in Immune" 
against objectionable appointments. 

It is clear that the present system works badly—it is necessary, therefore, that it should 

be improved; but, though many suggestions have been made, your Committee have had some 

difficulty in adopting any one of them. All are liable to objection; but, after great con 

sideration, they have agreed to the following recommendations as well worthy of attention, 

and, as likely to lead to improvement in the general character of the Magistracy as any that 
have been offered 

1st. That the names of all gentlemen proposed for the Commission of the Peace 

shall be submitted to the Judges of the Supreme Court, for their opinjo0, 
previously to their appointments being submitted for final consideration by 
the Executive Government. 

2nd. That a new Commission be issued at intervals of five years. 

3rd. That it is inexpedient that legal practitioners, or persons in the employ-
ment of others, should be placed in the Commission of the Peace. 

4th. That mere social position constitutes no reason for placing in the Commission 

of the Peace persons who in character and education are not clearly eligible for 

the office, or for excluding those who are known to be eligible in these respects. 

With respect to the case of Mr. O'Halloran and Mr. Uhr's Petition thereupon, which 

were specially referred to them, your Committee are of opinion that the subject matter of the 

complaint and Petition came properly under the cognizance of the Executive Government, 
by whom it has already been decided. 

.Legislath,e Assembly Chamber, 
T. A. MURRAY, 

Chairman. 
Sydney, 9 November, 1858. 

278—a 
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PROCEEDINGS OF TUE COMMITTEE. 

TUESDAY, 25 MAY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Murray, 
Mr. G. Macbay, 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Marks, 

Mr. Parkes, I Mr. Forster. 

Mr. Murray was called to the Chair. 
Committee deliberated as to their course of proceedings, and being of opinion that it 

would be expedient to initiate the inquiry by taking the evidence of one or more of the 

J udges,_Resolved :- "That the Chairman do move in the House that a Message be carried to the 
Legislative Council, requesting that leave may be gen to the Honorable iv 

" Mr. Justice Therry to attend the Committee for the purpose of being 
"examined, upon such day or days as may be arranged between him and the 

it Committee." 
[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 1 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:— 

The Hon. P. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Marks, Mr. Lee, 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster, 

Mr. Parkes. 

The Honorable Mr. Justice Tlierry, 
attending by permission of the Legislative 

Council, examined. 
Committee deliberated. 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at half-past Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 2 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PaE5ENT :- 

The Hon. P. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Piddington, j Mr. Jones, 

Mr. Egan, Mr. Thornton, 

Mr. Parkes, Mr. Lee, 

Mr. Forster, Mr. Marks. 

Mr. Owen, M. P, examined. 
Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 

That the Chairman do move in the House that a Message be carried to the 
"Legislative Council, requesting that leave may be given to the Honorable 
Sir A. Stephen, Knight, Chief Justice, to attend the Committee for the 
"purpose of being examined, upon such day or days as may be arranged 

" between him and the Committee. 
That J. H. Plunkett, Esquire, Q. C., be summoned before this Committee, 

as a witness, for Tuesday next, at Twelve o'clock." 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 8 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PREsENT :- 

- The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Parkes, Mr. Lee, 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster, 

Mr. Marks, I 
Mr. Jones. 

The Honorable Sir Alfred Stephen, 
Knight, Chief Justice, attending by permissiofl 

of the Legislative Council, examined. Mr. J. H. Plunkett, Q. C., was also in attendance, as a witness, but Committee being 
of opinion that it would not be in their power to examine Mr. Plunkett this day,— 

Motion made and Question—" 
That J. H. Plunkett, Esq., Q. C., be summoned before 

it 
 this Committee, as a witness, for to-morrow, at Twelve o'clock "—agreed to. 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY, 9 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 
The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Parkes, I Mr. Forster. 

His Honor Mr. Justice Dickinson, and Mr. J. H. PluniccU, Q. 0., examined. 
[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 11 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Marks, I Mr. Egan, 

Mr. Parkes. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee a letter from Mr. H. M. Oxley, from 
Wingecarribbee, Berrima, dated 6th instant, containing certain observations relative to the 
state of the Magistracy of the Colony. 

Ordevecl to be printed in Appendix. (Vide "Separate Appendix A.") 
Mr. D. H. Deniehy, M. P., and 
Dr. Goodwin, of Scone, examined. 
And Dr. Goodwin, in the course of his examination, entering into certain charges of 

a private nature against the Bench of Magistrates at Scone ;— 
Mr. Jones, a Member of the Committee, called attention thereto, and requested 

the opinion of the Committee as to the propriety of admitting evidence of a private nature, 
such as that now given by Dr. Goodwin, into an inquiry appointed for the purpose of 
ascertaining the state of the Magistracy generally. 

Committee thereupon deliberated,—and being of opinion that it would be inexpedient 
to receive the evidence of Dr. Goodwin as to any private charges such as those now preferred 
by him, inasmuch as such charges ought properly to be made to the Executive Government ;— 

The Chairman informed Dr. Goodwin to this effect, and directed him to confine his 
evidence to the state of the Magistracy of the Colony generally. 

Dr. Goodwin's examination then continued. 
At the close of his examination, witness withdrew. 
The Chairman then, at the request of the Committee, directed the Short-hand Writer 

in attendance (Mr. Palmer) to read from his notes the evidence of Dr. Goodwin as taken by 
him,—and 

Mr. Palmer read such evidence accordingly,— 
And it appearing that portions thereOf, at the commencement, entered into charges 

of a private nature against certain Magistrates,— 
Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved 
" That the Short-hand Writer do strike out such portions of Dr. Goodwin's evidence 

" as shall appear to him to have a tendency to enter upon private charges; but 
shall retain, as evidence, that portion which bears upon the state of the 
Magistracy of the Colony generally." 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 15 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

Mr. Parkes, Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Forster, Mr. Marks, 
Mr. Egan, Mr. Lee. 

Mr. Parkes, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
Mr. C!.  H. Walsh, J. P., of Goulburn, and Mr. W. .111. Arnold, M. P., Chairman of 

Committees, examined. 
[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Eleven o'cloek.] 

THURSDAY, 17 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 
The HOn. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Marks, I Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Forster. 

The Chairman having before him the evidence given by Dr. Goodwin on the 11th 
instant, as transcribed by the Short-hand Writer, under the Resolution agreed to by the 
Committee on the same day—read the same. 

Motion made and Question—" That this evidence be printed as the evidence given 

by Dr. Goodwin "—agreed to. 
The Honorable S. A. Donaldson, M. P., and the Honorable U1irles Gowper, 

M. P.,. 

Principal Secretary, examined. The 



12 

The Chairman then informed the Committee that be was desirous, tomorrow, of 
examining the Honorable E. Deas Thomson, Esquire, C. B., a Member of the Legislative 
Council. 

Committee thereupon Resolved :— 
" That the Chairman do move in the House, to-night, That a Message be carried 

to the Legislative Council, requesting leave for the Honorable E. Deas 
Thomson, Esquire, C. B, to attend and be examined before this Com- 
mittee, on such day and days as shall be arranged between him and the 
Committee.' 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY 18 JUNE,,1858. 

By direction of the Chairman, the meeting of the Committee convened for this day 
[Postponed till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock ] 

WEDNESDAY, 23 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, Mr. Marks, 
Mr. Parkas, Mr. Piddington. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee a letter addressed to him by D. Dunlop, 
Esquire, J.P., offering certain suggestions relative to the revision of the Magistracy. 

Ordered to be printed in Appendix. (Vide "Separate Appendix B.") 
The Chairman then laid before the Committee a Memorial addressed to the Committee 

by certain of the clergy, landowners, farmers, and others residents in the Police T)istricts 
of Moruya, praying the removal of W. Caswell, Esquire, from the office of Police Magistrate 
of the said district. 

Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 
" 1. That the Committee deem it inexpedient to receive this Memorial, inasmuch 

as the matter referred to therein does not properly come within their cogni-
"zance, but forms rather a subject for the consideration of the Executive." 

"2. That the memorialists be informed of the terms of this Resolution." 
The Honorable E. Deas Thomson, C.B., attending by permission of the Legislative 

Council, examined. 
[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 29 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 
Mr. Egan, I Mr. Marks. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee a letter addressed to him by G. U. Alley, 
Esquire, of Shoalhaven, dated 24th instant, offering certain suggestions relative to the state 
of the Magistracy generally, and in the Wollongong and Kiama Districts in particular. 

Ordered to be printed in Appendix. (Vide "Separate Appendix C.") 
Captain Moore, J.P., and 
Mr. G. T Rowe, J.P., examined. 

[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 1 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Lee. 

The Reverend C. F. D. Priddle, Niho was summoned before the Committee as a wit- 
ness for this day, not being in attendance, and the Committee having waited the prescribed 
time;— 

[Adjourned.] 

WEDNESDAY, 14 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:— 

The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 
Mr. Piddington, I Mr. Forster. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee a letter from the Honorable Sir A. Stephen, 
Knight, dated 5th instant, explanatory of that portion of the evidence given by him on 8th 
ultimo relating to the succession of the Attorney General for the time being to the office of 
Chief Justice. 

Ordered 

El 
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Ordered to be printed in Appendix. (Vide " Separate Appendix IL") 
The Chairman then laid before the Committee a letter from Mr. G. T. Rowe, dated 

5th instant, requesting the omission from the evidence given by him on the 29th ultime 
of the latter part of his answer to the last question, and desired the opinion of the Com-
mittee as to the expediency of allowing such omission. 

Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved 
"That as the part of the answer referred to relates to a personal matter, which Mr. 
" Rowe has since ascertained to have been incorrectly stated by him, it is 
expedient to comply with that gentleman's request, and omit the same 
" therefrom." 
[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDHESDAY, 21 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PanSENT :- 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster, 
Mr. Lee, Mr. Marks. 

Mr. Piddington, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
By direction of the Chairman, Resolutions of the House referring to the Committee, 

on the 14th instant,— 

" Return of all commitments for trial by Justices, within the three years ending 
" December 31st, 1857, in which the Attorney General declined to prosecute, 
specifying the names of the committing Magistrates,"—

and on the 15th instant,— 

Copies of all correspondence between the Executive Government and any 
" person or persons having reference to any complaints made by B. B. Uhr, 
"Esq., J.P., of Maryborough, Wide Bay, against Arthur E. Halloran, Esq., 
Commissioner of Crown Lands for the District of Wide Bay and Burnett, 
"for alleged irregular conduct upon the Bench, and in particular for insulting 
language addressed to the complainant aforesaid, at the Court of Petty 
"Sessions, Maryborough, upon Monday, December 28, 1857. 
Copies of all correspondence between the Executive Government and any 
" person or persons holding, or having formerly held, the office of Magistrate 
" in the District of Wide Bay and Burnett, purporting to resign, or stating 
" the intention of any such person or persons to resign, his or their commission 
or commissions, or to sit no longer upon the Bench at Maryborough, in 
consequence of alleged improprieties in Mr. Halloran's conduct in the above- 
" mentioned or any other matter relating to his public duties,"—read by 
the Clerk. 

The Reverend C. F. D. Priddle then examined. 
Witness withdrew. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made (Mr. Forster) and Question—" That a motion be made in the House, 

"requesting that there be laid upon the Table of the House a copy of the Report of the 
Commission appointed by the Government to inquire into the conduct of Mr. C. Luke 

" Bayly "—agreed to. 
[Adjourned.] 

TUESDAY, 31 AUGU,ST, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 
Mr. Jones, J Mr. Forster. 

A Quorum of the Committee not being present;— 

'[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY; 3SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 
Mr. Forster, I Mr. Piddington, 

Mr. Egan. 

By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the House referring to the Com-
mittee,— 

On 27th ultimo "a Petition from E. B. Uhr, Esquire, J.P., complaining of 
having been insulted on the Bench by A. E. Halloran, Esquire, Commis- 
sioner of Crown Lands for the District of Wide Bay and Burnett, and 
praying redress;"— 

read by the Clerk. 

The Chairman then stated that he had caused the meeting of the Committee to be 
convened for this day for the purpose of considering the course to be pursued with respect to 
this Petition, and certain other documents referred to the Committee. 

Petition then read by the Chairman. 
Committee deliberated thereupon. 

Motion 
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Notion made and Question put—" That this Committee are of opinion that the sub-
"ject matter of Mr. Uhr's petition comes properly under the cognizance of the Executive 
Government, whose decision has already been given upon it." 

Committee divided. 
Ayes, 2. No, 1. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster. 

Mr. Egan, 
By direction of the Chairman, Resolutions of the House referring to the Committee, 

on 22nd July last,— 
A copy of the Proceedings in the case of Pearce v. Bayly, tried before the Bench 

11 of Magistrates at Liverpool, in November, 1857 

on 27th ultimo,— 
A copy of the Report of the Commission appointed by the Government to inquire 
" into the conduct of Charles Luke Bayly, Esquire, J.P.,"—moved for by 
Mr. Forster, under a Resolution agreed to by the Committee, on the 21st 

July last,-- 
read by the Clerk. 

Committee deliberated. 
Certain of the documents attached to the 'inquiry into the conduct of Mr. Bayly" 

having been read by the Chairman, the subject matter therein was found to be irrelevant 

to the proceedings in the case of Pearce v. Bayly. 
The Chairman having then laid before the Committee,—Letter from C. Luke Bayly, 

Esquire, J.P., dated 21st ultimo, requesting to be heard by the Committee prior to their 
consideration of, and decision respecting, the depositions in the case of Pearce v. Bayly,— 

read the same. 
Deliberation continued. 
Motion made (Mr. Forster) and Question—" That it is expedient that the immediate 

." attendance of the Secretary to the Crown Law Officers be requested, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether any action has been taken by the Executive Government with respect 

" to the case of Pearce v. Bayly, since the 8th December last 
"—agreed to. 

Deliberation further continued. 
Mr. W. E. P/u n/cell, Secretary to the Crown Law Officers, examined. 

Committee then Rsolved :- 
That this Committee having taken into consideration the proceedings before 

" the Bench of Magistrates at Liverpool in the case of Pearce v. Bayly, and, 

having examined the Secretary to the Crown Law Officers, are of opinion 
" that the conduct of the Government in neglecting to take further action 
" with respect to this matter ought to be immediately brought under the notice 
of the House, inasmuch as such neglect is calculated to prejudice the public 
interest, and bring the administration of justice into contenpt. 
That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in a Progress Report. 
That such Progress Report be brought up, and laid upon the Table of the 
" House by the Chairman this day. 
That the Chairman do give notice that he will move for the adoption of the 
said Report, and that an Address be presefited to His Excellency the Governor 

General, transmitting a copy of the same. 
The Chairman then laid before the Committee,—Letter from J. Busby, Esquire, dated 

30th ultimo, complaining of the conduct of the Bench of Magistrates at Durham, in refusing 
his application to have the lease of one of his tenants cancelled, who had been guilty of a 
breach of covenant and non-payment of his rent, without his giving 6 months notice to such 

tenant. 
Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 

That in the opinion of this Committee the matter complained of in Mr. 
Busby's communication is not within the scope of their inquiry, and cannot 
" therefore be entertained by them without its special reference for that 

purpose." 
That Mr. Busby be informed to this effect." 

The Chairman also laid before the Committee letter, without name or date, giving a 
biographical sketch of the various Magistrates on the Macleay River Bench. 

Committee further deliberated. 
[Adjourned.] 

TUESDAY, 2 NO VEMBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, I Mr. Piddington. 

By direction of the Chairman,—Resolution of the House moving that the following 

Papers, viz. 
Depositions taken in Police Court of Mudgee in the cases of- 

Turvey v. Caplin. 
Caplin v. Inder. 
Inder v. Harris. 
Regina a. Turvey. 
Also, a receipt from Turvey to Inder. 6 
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Receipt from Mills (for Harris) to Caplin. 
Letter of the Attorney General to Bench of Mudgee, respecting the above 
mentioned cases. 
The Letters of Dr. Harris to the Colonial Secretary, respecting the above-
mentioned cases. 
Affidavit of J. W. Devereaux, verifying certain facts. 
All other Papers and Communications relating to these cases;—

be laid upon the Table of the House, with a view to their being then referred to the Corn-
anittee,—read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Wi Uam Elyard, Principal Uizder Secretary, examined. 
Witness withdrew. 
And Mr. Elyard having informed the Committee, during the course of his examina-

tion, that Mr. Charles Luke Bayly had been removed, by the Executive Government, from 
his office of Justice of the Peace,— 

Committee thereupon deliberated as to the necessity, in such event, of moving for 
the Adoption of the Progress Report made by them to the House on the 3rd September last. 

Motion made (Mr. Forster) and Question—" That the final decision relative to this 
" matter be deferred until the next meeting of the Committee"—agreed to. 

The Chairman then laid before the Committee,—Letter from the Reverend C. F. D. 
Priddle, who was examined before the Committee on 21st July last, to the Clerk of the 
Assembly, dated, Liverpool, 5th October, 1858, requesting payment of certain expenses, 
umounting to £2, incurred by him in attending on three occasions for the purpose of giving 
such evidence,— 

Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved:— 
"That the Chairman do move in the House, as a matter of Order, that the letter 

be referred to the Standing Orders Committee for their consideration and 
Report." 

Committee then deliberated as to the expediency of taking further evidence, or of 
,at once Reporting to the House, and it was Resolved :- - 

" 1. That sufficient evidence has already been taken for the purposes of this 
11  inquiry." 

2. That a meeting of the Committee be convened for tomorrow, to consider the 
expediency of at once Reporting to the House, and as to what should be the 
" nature of such Report." 

The Chairman desired the opinion of the Committee as to the advisability of moving 
that Mr. Plunkett be added to the Committee in the room of Mr. Parkes; and, it was 
Resolved:— 

"That the Chairman do move in the House, That Mr. Plunkett be appointed a 
" Member of the Committee, in the room of Mr. Parkes." 

Mr. Charles Luke Bayly, who was duly summoned before the Committee, as a 
Witness, for this day, was not in attendance in answer such summons. 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at half-past Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 
The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. G. Maeleay, Mr. Forster, 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Egan, 

Mr. Den iehy. 

Committee further deliberated as to the necessity of moving for the adoption of the 
Progress Report made to the House on the 3rd September last in reference to the case of 
Mr. Charles Luke Bayly. 

Motion made (Mr. Forster) and Question proposed—" That the Chairman be 
requested to move in the House for the adoption of the Progress Report of 3rd September 
" last." 

Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 4. No, 1. 

Mr. Forster, Mr. Egan. 
Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. G. Macleay, - 
Mr. Deniehy. I 

Committee then deliberated as to the heads of Final Report. 
Deliberation adjourned. - 
The Chairman requested the Committee to reconsider a Resolution agreed to by them 

yesterday, in reference to the application made by the Reverend C. F. D. Priddle for payment 
of certain expenses incurred by him in attending for the purpose of giving evidence before 
the Committee, as it appeared that it was incompetent for them to bring the matter under 
the notice of the House in the manner determined on therein. 

Committee thereupon deliberated, and it was Resolved:- 
-" 1. That it is expedient that the letter from the Reverend C. F. P. Priddle should 

" be laid upon the Table of the House, inasmuch as the ruling of the Speaker 
on the 19th August last, with respect to the bearing of the 44th section of 

11  the 

M14  
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11 the Standing Orders, precludes the Committee from awarding payment of 
" expenses to an ordinary witness, summoned in an ordinary way, merely to 
to give evidence. 

2. That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in a Second Progress Report. 
That such Report be forthwith brought up, and laid upon the Table of the 
11  House, and a motion made to the effect that the same be referred to the 
11  Standing Orders Committee." 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at One o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 4 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

MIaIEERS PRESaNT :- 

The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Egan, Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Forster, Mr. Thornton, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Deniehy. 

Committee further deliberated as to the heads of Final Report. 
Motion made (Mr. Piddington) and Question proposed 
(I.) That all applications referring to the appointment of gentlemen to the 

Commission of the Peace shall be submitted to the Judges of the Supreme 
" Court for their approval, previous to their appointment by the Executive 
Government." 

(2.) That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in the Final Report." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. Noes, 2. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Mr. Jones, Mr. Thornton. 
Mr. Deniehy, 

Further motion made (Mr. Piddington) and Question proposed,— 
That it is expedient that a new Commission be issued at intervals of three 
it  years. 
That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in the Final Report." 

Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 

Committee divided. 

Ayes, 4. No, 1. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Egan. 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Deniehy, 
Mr. Thornton. 

Further motion made (Mr. Piddington) and Question proposed,-_ 
1. That it is expedient that a new Commission be issued as early as practicable in 
" the course of the ensuing year. 

" 2. That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in the Final Report." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 

Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. Noes, 2. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Thornton, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Egan. 
Mr. Deniehy. 

Further motion made (Mr. Piddington) and Question proposed,- 
1. That it is inexpedient that legal or medical practitioners, or persons in the 

employment of others, should be placed in the Commission of the Peace. 
" 2. That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in the Report." 

Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 

Committee divided. 

Ayes, 4. No, 1. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Jones. 
Mr. Thornton, 
Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Deniehy. 

Certain Resolutions to form basis of Final Report, proposed by the Chairman, then 
read. 

Committee deliberated thereupon. 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at Twelve o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, 5 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Forster, 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Egan, 

Mr. U. Macbay; 

Committe having waited the prescribed time, and the Chairman, who was officiating 
as Chairman of the Select Committee on "Irish Female Immigrants" then sitting, not being 
in attendance— 

[Adjourned.] 

TUESDAY, 9 NO VEMBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

The Hon. T. A. Murray, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Jones, I 

I Mr. Egan. 

By direction of the Chairman,—Resolution of the House of the 3rd instant, ordering 
the Second Progress Report of the Committee respecting the " Expenses of Witnesses" to be 
printed, and referred to the Standing Orders Committee, read by the Clerk. 

The Chairman then laid before the Committee a Draft Final Report. 
Motion made, and Question,—" That this Draft Report be now read, and considered 

"paragraph by paragraph"—agreed to. 
Introductory paragraph read, and agreed to. 
Paragraph 1 read, verbally amended, and agreed to. 
Paragraph 2 read. 
Committee deliberated. 
Paragraph verbally amended. 
Motion made, and Question put,—" That this paragraph, as verbally amended, stand 

part of the proposed Report." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. No, 1. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Forster. 
Mr. Piddington, 

Paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, read seriatim, verbally amended, an4 
agreed to. - 

Paragraph 12 read. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made, and Question put—.—" That this paragraph stand part of the proposed 

Report." 
Committee divided 

Ayes, 2. Noes, 2. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster, 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the "Ayes." 
Paragraph 13, as far as 1st Resolution, read. 
1st. Resolution read, viz :- 
That 

-
That all applications referring to the appointment of gentlemen to the Corn-
" mission of the Peace shall be submitted to the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
" for their approval and recommendation, previously to their appointment by 
" the Executive Government." 

Committee deliberated. 
Resolution amended. 
Motion made, and Question put—" That this Resolution, as amended, stand part of 

"the paragraph." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. Noes, 2. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster. 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the "Ayes." 
2nd Resolution read, viz. :- 
" That a new Commision be issued at intervals of three years." 
Committee deliberated. 
Resolution amended. 
Motion made and Question—" That this Resolution, as amended, stand part of the 

paragraph "—agreed to. 
3rd Resolution read, viz. :- 
" That a new Commission be issued as early as possible in the course of the ensuing 

year." 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made and Question—" That this Resolution stand part of the paragraph "- 

negatived. 
Resolution struck out accordingly. 

27S—e 4th 
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4th (now 3rd) Resolution read, viz. :— 
That it is inexpedient that legal or medical practitioners, or persons in the 

CC employment of others, should be placed in the Commission of the Peace." 
Motion made (Mr. Fovster) and Question proposed—"That this Resolution be 

" amended by the omission of the word 'legal' therefrom." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put—" That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the proposed 

" Resolution." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. No, 1. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Forster. 
Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Egan, 

Original question then put and negatived. 
Word "legal" retained accordingly. 
Motion made (Mr. Egan) and Question proposed—" That this Resolution be 

" amended by the omission of the words 'or medical'- therefrom." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put—" That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the proposed 

Resolution,"—and negatived. 
Original question the .e put, and agreed to. 
Words 'or medical' struck out accordingly. 
Motion made (Mr. Jones) and Question proposed—" That this Resolution be furt.her 

amended by the omission of the words 'or persons in the employment of others' there- 
from." 

Committee deliberated. 
Question put—" That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the proposed 

" Resolution." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. Noes, 2. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Egan, Mr. Forster. 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the "Ayes." 
Original Question then put and negatived. 
Words "or persons in the employment of others" retained accordingly. 
Motion then made and Question put—" That this Resolution, as amended, stand 

part of the paragraph." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. Noes, 2. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster, 
Mr. Egan. Mr. Jones. 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the "Ayes." 
5th (now 41h) Resolution read; viz. :— 
That social position constitutes no reason for placing persons in the Commission 

of the Peace who in character and education are ineligible for the office, or 
for excluding persons known to be eligible in these respects." 

Committee deliberated. 
Resolution verbally amended. 
Motion made and Question put,—" That this Resolution, as verbally amended, stand 

part of the paragraph." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. No, 1. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Forster. 
Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Egan, 

as amended, read. 
-Motion t.hen made and Question proposed—" That this paragraph, as amended, stand 

part of the prop,.sed Report." 
Committee eliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divict d. 

AyeS, 2. Noes, 2. 

Mr. j0, 'es, Mr. Forster, 

Mr. p 0'ington, Mr. Egan, 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the "Ayes." 

Paranraph 14 read, and verbt. 'hg amended. 

Motion made and Question puv " That this paragraph, as verbally amended, stand 

part of the proposed Report." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, S. No, 1. 

Mr. Piddington, Mr. Forster. 
Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Jones, - 

Whereupon 
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Whereupon motion made and Question put—" That this Report, as amended, be the Final Report of the Committee." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. Noes, 2. 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Jones. Mr. Forster. - Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the "Ayes." 

Chairman requested to Report finally to the House. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

M1NTJTES OF EVEDENCE 

TAKEN BEFORE 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON THE 

STATE OF rJfl1 IMAGISTRACY 

TUESDAY, 1 JUNE, 1858. 

1Jve.cnt :— 
Mg. MURRAY, Ma. PIDDINGTON, 
Ma. FORSTER, Mm LEE, 
Ma. MARKS, Ma. PARKES. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

His Honor Mr. Justice Therry, M. L. C., called in and examined 

By the Chojirnan: You are, I believe, one of the Judges of the Supreme Court? Yes. I-lis Honor 
In your capacity as a Judge, you have had frequent opportunity of acquiring a knowledge Mr. Jutic 

of the state of the magistraey in the Colony? Yes; I have had considerable opportunity. Therry, 
And what is your opinion of the body, generally? There are some very good, usaful, M.L.C. 

and competent magistrates; but, I think, there are some who do not merit that character. ' '  
Have you been of opinion for some time that it is desirable, as a body, that the magistracy 1 Jime, 1SS. 

should be reformed? I think there is much need of revision and reformation I think the 
mode of appointment is not satisfactory. I believe the mode of appointment of magistrates 
is embarrassing to the Government and unsatisfactory for the purpose of a judicious 
selection. It is, moreover, an increasing embarrassment, because, under the present state 
of our Government—the Ministers having the and right of appointment, it is power with 
great difficulty they can refuse an application enforced by the recommendation of their 
political supporters. I say this of course with indifference as to whether one party or not is 
in power. I think it is difficult for any party in power to refuse applications that may be 
thus pressed upon them. 

Do you think the state of the magistracy about ten or twenty years ago was better? I 
think it was much better. I am speaking from an experience of nearly thirty years in the 
Colony. I believe, from what I can recollect, that the appointments were considered more 
satisfactory, and inspired more confidence, although, no doubt, from the vast power the 
magistrates had formerly, there were many things to disapprove of. I think greater care and 
attention was paid to the appointments, and they inspired more confidence in the community. 
Do you think—suppose we take the days of Sir Richard Bourke—that the magistracy 

was in a more satisfactory state ? I think it was; and also in Sir George Gipps' time. 
General Darling and Sir R. Bourke had opportunities of making very good selections from 
the many experienced military officers who were scattered in detachments over the Colony. 
These advantages subsequent Governors did not possess. I think Responsible Government 
has increased the difficulty of the Government in appointing men eligible for the office, solely 
on account of their fitness for the office. 

Do you think the magistracy declined in character during the nlniinistration of Sir Charles 
Pitz Roy? I do. 

S. From your observation of the working of the magistracy, do you think there has been 
any improvement since Responsible Government was introduced ? I cannot say there 

278—B has. 
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His Honor has. A great number of the adherents and friends of those who have been, or are in power, 
31h1nstice have been placed in the Commission. The Committee must bear in mind, that in general 
Ther
M.L.d. estimation to be in the Commission of the Peace is considered a decisive test of belonging to 

the rank of a gentleman. In fact it occurred to me, that it was somewhat like the principle 
June, 1858. that prevails in vaccination. It is believed that if a person be once vaccinated, he will never 

get the small-pox; and so, once the aspirant for the office gets appointed a magistrate, he will 
be made a gentleman evermore. If he fails in getting that appointment, he is often doubtful 
of his occupying that position. 
Have you had an opportunity of observing at all what effect some of these appointments 

have had on the great mass of the population in the country districts? Great distrust in the 
Benches on which such magistrates appear; the consequence is, that parties endeavour to 
settle their disputed matters as best they can amongst themselves without appealing to the 
proper tribunal. 
The confidence in minor courts is thus destroyed ? Yes ; and I have heard such 

expressions used as "I would go anywhere rather than before such or such a Bench of 
11 Magistrates." 

Do you think since Responsible Government was introduced that the character of the 
magistracy has deteriorated? I think since Responsible Government has been introduced 
some very injudicious appointments have been made. 

By all the Ministries? Yes. It is, in my opinion, attributable to the system, not to 
Ministers in particular. 
Has it come toyour knowledge that some atement was made in the House of Assembly, 

to the effect that Members were the proper persons to recommend gentlemen to he mmgis-
trates? Yes, I know that is the opinion of many; but I do not consider it a correct one. 
At the same time, I think a Member of a constituency is entitled to recommend, and his 
recommendations ought to be paid the respect and attention due to his position. The difficulty 
and disadvantage of the Minister appointing at the recommendation of a Member of Parlia-
ment, appear to me to lie in this :—that it often places both the Minister and Member in a 
position of great embarrassment. The Minister is reluctant to refuse the recommendation of 
a political adherent, and as to the Member, there are persons amongst his constituency who, 
knowing that his recommendation will be attended to, urge him to make such recommenda-
tion, without due consideration of their own fitness for the office—of the public exigency 
requiring the appointment,—or any other consideration but their own self advancement. It 
struck inc—I think a judicious mode of appointment would be one of this nature. When an 
application is made for the office, the party making the application, or the party who recom-
mended it, should transmit to the Minister of the day testimonials of the qualifications of the 
candidate—such as his educational attainments, property, and general qualities of fitness 
for office. The Minister should then forward this to the Minister of Justice, if there were 
one—if not, to the Judges of the Supreme Court; and upon their review of those testimonials, 
or such inquiry as they may think proper to institute, they might veto the appointment, or 
approve of it. You have no person here like the Lord Chancellor, or, Minister of Justice; 
if you had any person independent of political influences, he would be the fittest person to 
make this appointment. I think this cOurse might be taken in all cases. When the proposed 
appointment originates with the Minister, and he vouches of his own knowledge of the fitness 
of the party, and of the public requirement for his appointment, I apprehend no further 
testimonial would be required by the Judges. Greater caution would be required when the 
Minister is urged to act at the instance of others, and on behalf of parties of whom he has 
no personal knowledge. 
You are not of opinion that it would be proper to take the appointment out of the hands 

of the Ministers? I don't think it would, altogether. I think the plan I have proposed 
would not take it altogether out of his hands. His approval from personal knowledge 
would invariably secure the approval of the Judges. It would thus in many instances, 
relieve the Minister, without depriving him of effectual power of making or procuring an 
appointment, whenever in his opinion it may be required. I speak of referring the testi-
nonials to the Judges, in the absence of a Minister of Justice. I say, from their greater 
freedom from political influence, by reason of their position, they are in that respect, as it 
were, in the community though not of the community, by which I mean they are more 
exempt from popular influences to sway them than other persons, from the nature of their office. 
The mode I have ventured to point out would be, in my opinion, a relief to the Ministers 
themselves, because a Minister could say to the applicant, "I should he very glad to oblige 
" you; I have submitted your qualifications to the Judges, and the answer is unfavorable," 
therefore, he could not then blame the Minister. 

You think the Ministers of the day are influenced and subject to influences in the way 
of parliamentary support ? I think they are, and they cannot be expected to be otherwise, 
from their position and the tenure of their office, which depends on the strength of their 

adherents. 
Have they, in your opinion, given way under the influences which have been brought to 

bear ? I should like to confine myself to the system, which I consider is bad, and not to 
the imierm who have exercised it, nor to instances of individual appointments; but, I believe 
injudicious appointments have been made, for the reasons I have suggested. And, moreover, 
I think, in such a state of things such appointments are unavoidable, be the Ministers who 

they may. 
You are clearly of opinion that the present system does not work well ? It does not 

work well, in my opinion. 
You think it has tended to destroy confidence in the mass of the people with regard to 

the administration of justice by magistrates ? I should rather say to weaken than destroy. 
My observations of the eligibility of some, 'tis true, arise from seeing some of those who 
have been sworn into office before the Supreme Court. So far as a man can judge of the 

appearance 
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appearance and educational attainments from a hasty interview, there are some, certainly, His Honor 
whose appointment I have been somewhat surprised at, and some cases, also, within my more Mr. 
immediate knowledge, which I Itave been surprised at also. 

Have you had instances of persons being sworn in who were not able to read properly ? 
I have seen some who could not read very well, and whose educational attainments were, 1 June 1858 
apparently, of very humble pretensions. The appointment of a magistrate is considered, I fear 
too much in this Colony, a stepping stone to rank, lie feels it often raises him from a. 
doubtful position—whether he be a gentleman or not—in which he was before, into an 
established and undoubted right to be regarded as one. 

He is gazetted esquire for the first time in his life ? Yes. I believe it is so in many 
instances. 

You think the appointment should still rest with the Ministers of the Crown, subject to 
the recommendation of the Jridges? In the manner in which I have suggested the testimonials 
should be forwarded to the Judges. The Judges have some opportunity on Circuit of becoming 
acquainted with intelligent persons fitted for the magisterial office, and in that way they 
might be able to recommend some persons themselves. The testimoniaL sh.ud be sent to 
the body of Judges, not to an individual Judge. I would only give this power to the Judges 
noting in their corporate capacity—the three Judges—acting e Hectively, not singly. I 
would not make the approval of the Judges so imperative on the Minister as that he should 
appoint if he were disposed to take on himself the responsibility of not confirming the 
appointment; but that would be, I apprehend, a case of rre occurrence. 

You would not give this power to an individual Judge, but to all the Judges ? Yes, as 
that would make theni free from any unpleasantness in selecting one person in preference to 
another, and would impart a more judicial character to the appointment. In England the 
Sheriffs are selected at the instance of the Judges. The Judge on Circuit makes it part of 
his duty to inquire into the character of persons (three, I think, are named) ; he finds from 
their position, rank, property, and the confidence they enjoy in the neighbourhood, who are 
fit persons for the office of Sheriff, and lie sends his returns to the Minister, who makes the 
choice. I think that in somewhat the same way the appointment, in some instances, 
might be made here. I think it would be a great relief to the Members of the Legislative. 
Assembly and Legislative Council, and all persons in political position, to be able to say 
that it was not in their power to enforce their recommendation throu

0
gh political interest 

they may possess. It is unpleasant to them to have to say to a man that he is not fit for the 
office which he aspires to. There is an instance within my own knowledge where a Member 
was seriously affected in his election by injudicious selections, and by his recommendation of 
persons for the appointment—ill-qualified for it—in short, from thant of firmness to say 
no when he would, I think, have been wise to have done so. 

How would you practically give effect to your recommendation? In the manner I 
suggested. If I were the Minister, I would say to the applying party (if a Member of Parlia-
ment, or indeed to any party)—" State the position of the candidate on whose behalf you 

apply; state what you conceive to be his educational attainments, and, from your knowledge, 
of him, the respect and esteem in which he is held in the country; and his general 

" fitness for the duty." The Member should forward this testimonial to the Minister, and 
he would transmit it to the Judges, for consideration. The Judges would consider these 
recommendations, and might avail themselves of any other opportunity they have of learning 
the fitness of the party, and say to the Minister they consider such an appointment desirable, 
or otherwise. I think that would be a practical mode of doing it. If there was a Lord 
Chancellor, or Minister of Justice, as in England, 1 would prefer that he should have this 
power. To the Judges it may, no doubt, be an unacceptable task; but, for the public good, 
in the present state of our society and Government, I should hope they may be induced not 
to decline it. 

Would itbe necessary to pass any Act to restrict the right of the Crown? No, I do 
not think so. The Crown has a right to exercise it in any way it likes. 

It would not be necessary to frame any Act on the subject? It strikes me not, because 
they may adopt their own mode of selection. If you wanted to restrict the power, however, 
and say nobody can be appointed but in that way, of course you would require some measure 
of positive enactment for that purpose. 

You would require an Act if you wanted to limit the right of the Ministry of the day, 
so that no appointment could take place except on the recommendation of the Judges? I 
think it questionable whether it would be advisable to pass so very restrictive an Act. It 
would perhaps suffice if by a well understood arrangement all proposed appointments were 
referred. If the Judges were referred to before the appointment was made, I think it would 
relieve the Minister of a load of responsibility. I think the Minister would hardly make 
the appointment after the Judges had said the person was unfit for the office. A case of this 
kind—that is a case of variance between the Judges and the Minister—is of so exceptional 
a character, and so little likely to occur, that I see no necessity for legislating in regard to it. 
The Judges would be surely slow to refuse their sanction to an appointment which the 
Minister assured them of his own knowledge was deemed requisite and advisable for the 
public service. 

No doubt he would not appoint a person the Judges had declared to be unfit, but suppose 
he .iade the appointment without consulting the Judges? If the rule is to be of general 
benefit it should be of universal application, and a collision of the kind is so little likely to 
occur that I do not think it requisite to make any provision for such a case. 

Do you think it would be desirable to adopt any mode of purifying the magistracy by 
the omission of names, particularly as occasions might render it desirable? It would be 
desirable but difficult—difficult by reason of the offence many omissions might give. 

In England the course is to issue a new Commission, and leave out the names of those 
who are undesirable? It is so, I believe; yet I think it would be an ungracious act to have 

recoutse 
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His Honor recourse to such a course so soon after a general Commission has issued as the last one; yet 
Mr. Justice it is not an easy matter to suggest how in any other way: the revision and reformation, which I 

assume to be desirable, can take place. 
What do you think of the suggestion made in the Bill introduced by Mr. Darvall some 

1 June 1858 
time ago,—thatat the expiration of six months after the accession to office of each succeeding 
Governor or Governor General, the Commission of every unpaid Justice of the Peace in force 
at the time of such accession shall cease and determine? I think it would be an occasion 
on which there could be no objection to the issuing of a new Commission ; but there are other 
occasions on which it might take place. In an ever changing state of society like ours, five 
years, or perhaps a less period, would be sufficient for the duration of a commission. 

You think it would be a good occasion for making the revision? Yes. 
If the new appointments were subject to revision by the Judges, do you think in that 

way we should have the body kept in a proper state ? 1 think it would tend at least to a 
better and more impartial selection. 
Just cast your eyes over this Bill of Mr. Darvall's. There are a few trivial alterations. 

made to suit the case. If a Bill was passed in such a form as this, would it effect the object?' 
I have not seen the Bill, but if you leave it with me, I will consider it. 
It would be easy for the Minister of the day to secure the recommendation of the Judges? 

No doubt. 
Do you know, as a fact, that our Ministers have given way under pressure of this kind? 

I cannot say I know it as a fact, (and I abstain from saying anything in respect to any 
particular set of Ministers,) but I have reason to believe such has been the case, and I think 
it is alike an unfair position to place the Minister and the Member in. We know that in 
small communities like those that exist in many electoral districts, an active bustling man 
has at an election more influence than any gentleman in the country. Now, that man may 
be a very fit person to promote one's election, but a very unfit person for a magistrate. 

You spoke of the educational attainments of some magistrates being different to what 
they ought to be—have you had any cases under your notice of persons being in the Com-
mission of the Peace who are at all noted for immoral conduct? There have, been no doubt 
some such instances; but I wish to avoid individual references, such as the question suggests. 
I can state I only know it by rumour. I believe such has been—I will not say such is the 
case, though it may be so. I have very little opportunity of information on this point at 
present. There have been certainly well-established proofs of some magistrates appearing on 
the Bench in a state of inebriety. Such appearances must be fatal to confidence in the adminis-
tration of justice. 

By Mr. Fors.ter: Is it your opinion that by the present state of deterioration to which 
you seem to think the i4istracy has arrived, that really good and capable men are prevented 
from taking office? I believe it has that effect. There are some magistrates who are dis-
posed to resign rather than be associated in the administration of justice with persons they 
think unfit for that office. 

This would then have the effect of increasing the evil? Yes; because it would leave the 
unfit men in, and the fit men practically out of office. I know instances of gentlemen having 
the sentiments I am now expressing, and having acted on them. 
I think I understand you to say that you blame the system more than the men who 

have been at the head of afflairs? Yes; decidedly so. 
Are you not also of opinion that even under the present system it would have been in 

the power of all administrations to have made a better choice if they had used the power 
really vested in them? I don't know how they have used the power with sufficient accuracy - 
to pronounce an opinion upon that point. I should be slow to pronounce an expression of 
censure without knowing fully in what way they have exercised it. They may have been 
deceived; all I wish to convey is, that I think the present system on the points to which 
I have adverted itself is bad, and requires amendment. 

You indicated that certain changes were desirable—was not the effect of your remarks 
that these changes could be carried out without a change of the law? 1 think it might, but 
if you wish to make it positive you must make a law to the effect I have suggested. If it 
were only done by arrangement you could not enforce it. If you wish to enforce it, you must 
have a law. 
The changes you propose could be done by what is called constitutional arrangement— 

an arrangement sanctioned by the Assembly and agreed to by the Government—without an 
alteration in the law? I think it might, but not so completely as by a law; without a law 
there is nothing legally binding on the Ministry to observe it. 
Do you think a resolution of the Assembly would have the effect? I am afraid not. 

A resolution of the Assembly is not a law, and cannot have the sanction of law. 
You would have to make an alteration in the law, and agreed to by both Houses? Yes. 
Do you think the Judges should submit the candidate for the office of magistrate to any 

examination? No, certainly not. I think no gentleman ought to be put to any examination. 
Not before the Judges generally? No, certainly not. I never knew an instance of the 

kind in England. You must take the man's position—what you know of him—and the 
esteem he is held in by his neighbours. I beg to add, that I consider the recommendation 
of a Police Bench would be entitled to the greatest weight in making these appointments. 
The magistrates of a Bench uniting in a request that a particular person should be added to 
their number, and certifying to his fitness, would, in my judgment, be an admirable test of the 
fitness of such a person. 

That is, the entire opinion of a Police Bench? Yes, unanimous if possible, or at least 
nearly so. 

Suppose a change took place in the constitutional action of Responsible GOvernment, so 
as to make the office of Attorney General permanent, and not attendant on political 
changes—do you think the Attorney General could be invested with such a power as you 

suggested? 
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suggested? r 
think be would, very properly, for in that position be might act as a IIs honor 

Minister of Justice. I would, therefore, give him the power, and I only suggest a reference to Ir. JUStice the Judges because there is no such officer now. Therry, 
49. You think, supposing the Attorney General was a pernianent officer, that be would be a 
fit person to have this power entrusted to him? Yes, I think be would be a very fit person 1 Jime, 

isgs. under such circumstances. He would be free from popular influences, to which all public 
officers going in and out with their party must in a greater or less degree be subjected. No 
man in a changeable position, subject to popular influences, can b as impartial as one would 
wish to see a public man to be who exerc sed the function of making such appointme,ts. 
50, In such a case the Attorney General could have the opinion of the Judges by having a 
conference with them? Yes; I think it mightt be so, but I should prefer entrusting the 
power alone to him; he would then have an undivided and sole responsibility. A conference 
such as is suggested for such purposes would, I fear, he attended with inconvenience 
With regard to the apparent want of confilenee felt by the people generally in the 

decisions of the Benches of Magistrates in the interior, do you think the appointment of 
Police Magistrates has remedied the evil or restored the confidenceof the people? I think 
the Police Magistrates are very useful and indispensable in some places. They generlly 
inspire confidence, and are mostly well-selected. I am speaking of half a dozen 1 have at 
this moment in my mind. 

Should you not think the position of a Police Magistrate, considering his appointment, 
and his not having local influences or cnnnexioas_should you not. think, in general, that 
Police Magistrates would Occupy a position that would render them of necessity more gene-
rally impartial than unpaid rnaistrates? Yes. I am of that opinion. 

53. In that case you would consider that it would effect the objects of the Committee by 
rendering the appointment of Police Magistrates as general as circumstances would permit ? I think so. 

You think it would have a good effect? I think so They are always on the spot and 
acting, as far as my observation of theni has gone, from a sense of duty. They are paid for 
their labor, which stimulates them to perform their duty at all times and seasons. 
One is always sure of a Police Magistrate in the interior, but the other magistrates, who are 
obliged to attend to their local business, are not so constrained to attend to their magisterial 
duties Besides, they have their pastoral or agricultural interests to attend to. I think the 
Police Magistrates are a very useful body of men, and have been always found to be so 

Would you not say, from the circumstance of their position, that their legal knowledge 
would be superior to unpaid magistrates? Yes, their study 

d business naturally make 
them so. It is their duty to be more acquainted with the law an unpaid magistrates. 
Si. By ill,.. M,rks: 

Do you think it desirable to substitute unpaid magistrates by paid 
magistrates? Certainly not. I should always like a gentleman to have the weight, influence, 
and position, his rank and the respect of his neighbours inspire. 
What do you think should be the condition on which a Police Magistrate should be 

appointed,what claim should be have in order to get that appointment? I think his 
general character, his experience and general qualities for the office would Constitute fitness 
in the estimation of the Minister appointing him. 

Do you. think officers of that kind are to be found in places of importance throughout 
the country? I think it is very desirable that there should be these gentlemen where there 
are large populations. If not found there they may be easily induced to go there. I know 
an instance where, for twenty years, a gentleman well-know-n to Mr. Piddington, and I believe 
to the Committee generally—Mm-. North.__performed the duties of Police Magistrate in a large population, which extended from Windsor to Wollornbj, 

in a most exemplary manner, and gave great satisfaction to every body for twenty years, or thereabout. 
It is your opinion that a number of ineligible persons are in the Commission of the 

Peace? I think so; but again I say I must be excused from making individual references. 
Do you think there are many eligible persons in the country districts not in the C

om- 
mission of the Peace? I think there are some very eligible persons not in the Commission 
of the Peace. 

Is it from any reluctance to take the duties upon themselves? Partly from that cause, 
and partly from an unwillingness to be associated with those already in the Commission 
Do you think there are many in the country eligible who are not in the Commission ? 

Yes. There are two causes: some are unwilling to act, because t.hey do not like to take the 
duties upon themselves, and others are unwilling to be associated with so 

of those in the 
Commission. I think if some alteration and improvement in the mode of selection were 
made, you would have men in the Commission who are not in it nOw, but who it would b desirable to have in it. 

You think if the ineligible persons were got a-id of by any means, a greater number of 
eligible persons would be had in the country districts? I certainly do. I know many men 
who have said—I will not go to the Bench where I meet so and so. Instances have oecrn'ied 
where a magistrate has adjudicated a case, and then adjourned to the public-house with the 
man whose case he had adjudicated upon. I know some cases of that kind myself, where a 
magistrate, after adjudicating on a case, has adjourned to the nearest tap, and the defeated 
party has there given his mind pretty freely to the magistrate who adjudicated upon the 
case. There, at the tavern, they meet on equal terms, and themagistrate is reminded, 
in pretty plain, and sometimes very unpleasant terms, that be is no longer on the Bench. 
Do you think the number of magistrates are disproportionate to the wants of the country? 

I am not prepared to answer that question, not having considered the proportion of popula-
tion to the magistracy; but I think there are some magistrates where they are not needed. 
By 31. .P'i fclington: 

I think you stated there is a visible decline in respect to the 
comparative qualities possessed by magistrates in the last few years? I really think there is. I 

don't think there is the same attention and care paid to a judicious selection. 
278-0 

66. 
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His Honor 
66. I think you stated that during Sir Charles Fitz Roy's administration the degeneracy 

Mr. Justice appeared to commence? I think it did. Persons of inferior qualifications bad been appointed 

M.L.O. 
in his administration in comparison to those who had been appointed before. I deem it right to 
add, that., in some instances, these appointments may be excused, from the difficulty of 
getting well-qualified persons for the niagistracy in the districts in which they were required. 
if Police Magistrates were appointed this difficulty would be obviated. You may always rely 
on getting a well-qualified paid Police Magistrate, if you make a choice from qualification 

only, and not from favor or interest. 
Since the inauguration of Responsible Government the appointments are by no means 

improved? I think not. 
Some very improper appointments were made in his time? I think so; but a large 

allowance should be made, froth the difficulty of making in all instances desirable selections. 
Rather the contrary? I think rather the contrary. 
Do you attribute that degeneracy in a great degree to the influence that Members may 

exercise on the Minister of the time being, in procuring the appointment for their friends? 
I do attribute it to that cause, in some degree, and the prqssure on the Members of the 
respective constituencies, which, knowing the Member's good word will avail them for getting 

appointed, unduly press upon him to make such recommendation. 
Are you aware that when Responsible Government was first introduced the Prime 

Minister of the day sent a circular, marked " Confidential," to every Member of the Assembly, 
inviting each Member to recommend gentlemen in his district? I believe the fact to have 
been so ; but, however well intended, it is a course, I confess, I do not approve of. A com-
munication, in the shape of a circular, to fifty gent'crnen, could scarcely be a very close or 
confidential one. I never yet heard of fifty men keeping a secret. 
And the effect of the circular having been sent by authority, you may trace the inter-

ference of Members to it? I think it did lead to it. if I were a Member of the Assembly, 
and the Government treated me so, I should think they were regarding me much in the same 
light as the Lord Liententant of the County is regarded in England, in giving me the power 
to nominate justices for them. This became generally known, and naturally led active members 
of a constituency to intimate, if not in words, in effect, to the candidate—" If you do not 
recommend me for the magistracy, I will not vote for you at the election." It may have 
been a well intended measure, but it was one, I think, of doubtful policy. 
There is a strong inclination generally among country residents, according to your 

observation, to become magistrates? I think there is amongst some residants, but some (and 

these the most eligible) thi k it is a trespass on their time. 
Are you not aware tha there is a strong inclination to become magistrates? Yes, among 

some persons. I don't think generally it is considered desirable or sought for y those 
b  

best fitted for the office. I think a great number of persons desire it merely, as I have before 
stated, for the honor of the position and advancement it confers. 
That being the case, the desire or inclination not being considered, you believe that 

these persons consider it a patent of gentility the admission into the Commission? Yes. 
70. When once admitted the gentility becomes indelible, and cannot be washed away? It 
extends to the family, and it is not at all uncommon for a man to say, I am first Cousin to a 
magistrate of the territory. The great difficulty in this country is, that there is no regular 
country gentry—no class of men living on their rent rolls, and having nothing to do, as in 
England. Here, every man is a working man; and even a man of property has his flocks or 
his cattle stations to attend to, so he feels this office a great trespass on his time. It is 
xhcrefore an act of kindness, and, I may add, of merit, on the part of these who take this 

office and attend to it properly. 
As a matter of fact, you stated the people in the interior generally distrusted the magis-

trates? I did not say generally; but in many places I think they do. 
\Vhat is the cause of that distrust? if people find inelegible persons appointed, or 

magistrates associating with persons beneath the rank of a person who ought to be a magis-
trate ;—if partiality becomes manifested, they avoid the Benches where such magistrates 
administer justice, because they have no confidence in them. Unfit magistrates create 
distrust in the public mind. I believe, however, such eases are rather exceptional than 

general. The want of confidence arises, not from the want of peculiar qualifications, but from 
absolute disqualifleations of an observable nature? I think from both. I think educational 
attainment is desirable—more than some magistrates possess. They ought also to be a little 
conversant with Burns' Justice, Blackstone's Commentaries, and the elementary principles of 
law, for which some of them regard their own sense of natural justice a sufficient substitute. 
With reference to your notion of the improvement of the present Commission, the parties 

appointed should be properly qualified, and have proper educational attainment ? And 

character. - 
In what way would you test their educational attainment? I should object to any 

examination as a test. I really know no test that can be exercised, except aman's judgment 
of the character of the candidate from his conversation and the general estimate he has 
formed of him by acquaintance, and knowledge of his position, and his estimation amongst his 

neighbours. His mode of speaking and acting, whether they are accompanied with intelligence? Yes. 
In short, his general aptitude for the office; but I would not require anything in the nature 
of an examination. It is different from a profession by which a man has to live. 
I think you said it would be desirable that the Ministry should still retain the power of 

appointing Justices, but the Judges might veto the r
ecommendation? They might veto 

them, if after examining the testimonials of the candidate they thought the person was an 
ineligible man. II think a Minister would be a bold man to appoint the magistrate after 
that; in fact, I don't think he would do so, and the retention of power by the Government for 
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for the purpose is, I think, not worth considering. In many cases the reference to the 
-Judges would be merely pro foi'nia; but I would make tile 

His Honor 
Mr. Justice rule of reference universal, m 

that the Minister might be exempted from the liability or suspicion of making invidious 
exceptions. M.L. C. 

Whoever passes the veto, has he not the real appointment? Virtually it may be so, but 
not really; because, I think, the-Judges would pay.such a respect to the recommendation of 1 June 1858 

the Minister, if vouching for a person's eligibility, that they would not offer a veto as a 
wanton act of power; they would not do it without a reason. The veto by the Judges would 
be exercised mostly in cases where the Minister was importuned by undue solicitation. 
Would it not be more constitutional, and work as well in practice, if the Judges were to 

reeommend and the Ministry had the power of appointment and to veto, giving the initiative 
-to the Judges, and not to the Ministry? The Minister has more knowledee of the exigencies 
of the country than the Judges can have; and he is the proper and usual channel til rough 
which applications of this kind come. After reference by them and approval by the Judges, 
.there should be an end of the matter. I should therefore prefer the way I have suggested. 
'86. You alluded to the practice of appointing High Sheriffs in England I believe three 
,names are forwarded to the Crown, and the Crown selects one from the three? Yes, I believe so. 

Is it not the practice that the Crown invariably selects the first name from among the 
three recommended? Yes. 
1 believe there is scarcely a departure from it? I believe not. It happens often that 

the second name in one year becomes first the next year. 
So that whoever nominates the three names really nominates the Sheriff? Yes; I think 

in effect it is so. 

I believe you stated that it would be well, if there was a Minister of Justice, to devolve 
the appointment of magistrates on him? Yes; I think he would be the proper person; he 
would be an officer similar to the Lord Chancellor in England. 
You would not give this power to a Responsible Minister liable to change? I think it 

should be given to some person holding a judicial, or one in the nature of a judicial, office. 
The Attorney General might have it if his office was permanent; but that permanency would 
altogether alter the nature and duties of the office as it is held here and in England. 
You wouid give the power to some permanent legal officer? Yes, if there were one such, 

-as a Minister of Justice, who would inquire into the public requirements and provide for them. 
The Lord Chancellor is an Equity Judge and does not go on Circuit? He does not. 
He is rather a peculiar character as Judge, which removes him from all political influences 

to a certain extent? Yes. He is as free as a man holding a political position can be from 
local influences; and, I believe, pays impartial attention to the recomiudation of the Lord 
Lieutenants of the counties, to whatever party they may belong. 
Viewing it in the light you have explained, would the Lord Chancellor be a more corn- 

petent authority than the Lord Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench? Yes, I think so. It 
is more suited to, and consistent with, the jurisdiction exercised by the Lord Chnéellor. 
With respect to the necessity of having an Act of Parliament, it would not be required 

if such necessity does not exist? lam not sure the necessity exists. I have suggested that 
-a well understood constitutional arrangement might be made; and it would, perhaps, be 
found to suffice. At least I think an experiment worth trial. 
Suppose the points our Committee recommend were to be carried out? It might be 

accomplished in that way; but if you want to make it binding on Ministers to refer the 
names of candidates to the Judges, you can only accomplish that by an Act of the whole 
Legislature. 
98, The other is like the mere matters of rule of Responsible Government, which may be 
carried out or not, such as the rule with respect to Ministers resigning? Yes. No doubt it 
would be a matter of understood arrangement. - 

You do not wish to deprive the Minister of the power of appointment; you merely wish 
the Judges to have authority and a concurrent power? I should not take it by express 
enactment out of the hands of the Minister, because there may be exigencies within his 
knowledge, and of which the Judges may not be fully informed. I think it would be a bold 
step to appoint a person in opposition to the opinion of the Judges; still, such a ease may 
arise, though rarely, and I would not control him; it is an extreme case,' very unlikely ever 
to occur. 

As a rule, you wish too see a rule established that the names of all persons proposed to 
be appointed as magistrates should first be submitted to the Judges for approval? In the 
-absence of such an officer as I have described, I think it would he the most desirable course. 

By Mi'. Lee: What is your opinion with respect to appointing Police Magistrates for 
small towns in the distant interior? I think they are very useful men, and always on the 
-spot when required. Of necessity, magistrates in sheep shearing time are very difficult to 
be had, and the Police Magistrate is the only person in the neighbourhood they can rely on 
getting. By a judicious selection of them you get a fair administration of justice, and thy 
inspire a good deal of confidence in the neighbourhood in which they are established. 

Are you aware that the inhabitants in these districts are kept week after week without 
having their cases decided, because the magistrates do not attend to the Bench? Yes, I am 
aware of it. It cannot reasonably be expected that they will attend regularly, because every 
man here is, as I have already remarked, a working man, and has to look after his property. 

By the Chairman: Have you heard any suggestion at all with regard to having 
magistrates elected? I have heard the matter mooted. I very much disapprove of it. I 
would thus illustrate my objection :—A very clever busy publican in a small town or com- 
munity, who, at a contested election would be a valuable adherent, would command more 
votes than the most. respectable man in the community; now, if you were to make the office 
elective, that man, often a noisy, illiterate, and troublesome person, would be elected. It 
strikes me that this is one objection amongst many others to the plan of election. 

104 
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His Honor 104. You think it more desirable to keep to the present system, with some slight change? 
MrTustice I should like to keep to the English custom as much as we can, and not depart from it 

M.L.C.without good grounds. 
You are aware that in the country districts magistrates are all engaged in the same 

1 June 1858. pursuits, and have a sort of fellow-feeling in adjudicating such cases as between master and 
servant; there they have one of the most embarrassing duties to perform ? I should be glad 
if the District Courts Bill would relieve them from such portion of such a duty that often 

looks like adjudicating in their own cases. 
You think more care ought to be used in appointing men fit for the office? Yes. I can 

recollect that before having a Court of Petty Sessions established, one magistrate tried all 
the servants of another magistrate in his own house, and had them flogged on one day. The 
servants of the magistrate who tried the case were brought up on tLe next day, and ordered 
to be flogged by the other magistrate. These, however, were the abuses of former days. 
I have no reason to suppose similar cases prevail in practice now. 

You said ence or twice that the Minister should have the power of appointment in such 
cases as he thought fit and proper? Yes; but if lie had gone through the ordeal of sub-
initting the testimonials to the Judges, and they said it was not an eligible appointment, it 
would require very cogent reasons to make the Minister make the appointment after such an 
ordeal. Again I repeat, I cannot anticipate the occurrence of such a serious collision of 
opinion. The reasons that would satisfy the Judges of the unfitness of the candidate would 

also satisfy the Minister. 
Would you oblige him in all cases to submit the names? I think it is better to do so, 

as an uniform course. It would relieve the Minister from the suspicion of making partial 

selections. 
109 That could only be done by Act of Parlianient? You could only enforce it by Act of 

Parliament. 
110. You would give him the liberty of acting on his own responsibility and not on the 
Judges' ? Yes; I would allow him to act on his own responsibility in such cases as I have 

adverted to. 
ill. Whether be is removed from Parliamentary influence —would it be right that he should. 
make this reference to the Judges with regard to these appointments? If there was a 
Minister of Justice, or some such officer, removed from political partizanship, I think no 
reference to the Judges would be necessary; but if the meaning of the question be, that the 
person proposed to be made a magistrate is not proposed from Parliamentary influence, I 
still think the rule should be uniform, for it is not an easy matter to ascertain always the 
source from which 4he recommendation proceeds. I do not think any person, whether an 
adherent of Government or not, could find fault with a Minister who was enabled to say to 
the applicant—" I have submitted your name to the Judges, and they have made inquiry, 
and looked into your testimonials, and they do not approve of the appointment of the 
" person you rccemniend." I do not, I say, suppose anybody could expect a Minieter to do 

more. 
112 Do you not think, where the Minister thinks it is absolutely necessary, from his own 
knowledge, to make the appointment, that an exception with regard to referring to the 
Judges should be wade ? The instances would be so rare, that I doubt whether it would be 
worth making an exceptional provision to the uniform rule. 
113. You do not think it worth making an exception ? I think not, because the Minister 
of the day could easily procure the assent of the Judges. The Judges would not dissent 
from a recommendation so made to them by the Minister on his own responsibility, in any 

instance that I can imagine. 

WEDNESDAY, 2 JUNE, 1858. 

itcøcnI :— 

Ma. MURRAY, MR. JONES, 

Ma. EGAN, MR. LEE, 
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MR. PIDDINGTON, MR. TUORTON, 

Ma. MARKS. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Robert Owen, Esq , Member of the Legislative Assembly, examined 

Robert Owen, I. By the Uheirman: You have been a long time resident in the Colony? Yes; seventeen 

Eq., M.L.A. or eighteen years. 
As a professional man you have had many opportunities of observing the working of the 

2 June, 1858. nagistracy ? Yes; particularly during the last five years. 
In the Ditrict of Illawarra? Yes. 
There have been many rnagstrates appointed there ? Yes; some fourteen or fifteen. 

5 You have thus had an opportunity of observing the general character of the magistracy 
of the Col ny? I cannot say I have at other places; but, judging from what I have seen in 
Illawarra, I think I can form a fair opinion. 
6. Do you think that, as a body, the magistracy are entited to the confidence of the public? 
I think they are not sufficiently educated, as a body, and therefore they have not the con-
fidence of the public. This want of confidence also arises from other causes. The mode of 
appointment at present is very unsatisfactory. 

7. 
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Have you ever formed any opinion as to the comparative amount of business tramsacted Robert Owen, 
in the minor courts of the Colony in reference to the higher courts? Do you mean in the Esq., M.L.A. 
summary jurisdiction, the criminal jurisdiction, or the jurisdiction in the Courts of Requests? 
Generally. What I want to get at is this;—is not the bulk of the business of the Colony 2 June, 1858.. 

transaeted in these minor courts? No doubt the great mass of business in the country 
districts must come before them 
And the great mass of the people in the Colony, especially the poorer classes, are 

dependent on these courts for the administration of justice? Entirely. 
However small or trifling in amount many cases may be, still they are of the greatest 

importance in many ways to the parties interested ? Of the greatest importance—partly in 
money and partly in feeling. In a great measure, the parties perhaps care much more about 
the principle involved and the character at stake than they do for the mere money amount. 
The stake at issue is just as great in every respect to the parties concerned as that 

involved in cases of far higher amount in the Supreme Court ? Quite as great. 
And in the summary jurisdiction in criminal cases the parties are liable to various 

punishments by flue and imprisonment? To very heavypenalties and very heavy imprisonment. 
Then, of course, you must be of opinion that it is highly desirable that the parties pre-

siding in these courts should be unquestionably well qualified for that position? Undoubtedly. 
The summary jurisdiction has been extending very rapidly of late years, and without any 
corresponding raising of the character of the Bench, either as to position or education. I 
think it has been a dangerous movement, as the summary jurisdiction really involves a very 
large mass both of money and character. In fact, it is putting on the Bench gentlemen who 
have not been nominated in any way by the people, and who act, not only as Judges but as 
jurors, and that is a principle in which there is great mistake. 
It is an invasion of the principles of the Common Law? It is an invasion of the principles 

of the Common Law. No doubt, if the Benches of Magistrates could be educated, and be pure 
in the administration of justice, the summary jurisdiction would be of very great and beneficial 
importance, but not otherwise. As it stands at present I think it is injurious. 
Then, while on the one hand the jurisdiction of the Justices of the Peace has been 

increased, their character and efficiency have been declining ? 1 think so. 
So far as you have observed, have the people at large much confidence in these courts ? 

They have not, decidedly not. 
Complaints are frequent ? Very frequent. 
By dir. Eqan: I presume you are alluding to your own district ? I am, particularly; 

but I have observed that similar causes operate in other places. 
By the Clza&man: You judge from your opportunities of observation in your own neigh-

bourhood ? Yes. 
To what do you attribute this change for the worse in the magistracy? The nominations 

for appointments to the Bench have gone generally, I believe, through the Members of the 
House; and, without imputing anything wrong to honorable gentlemen, I may say that I 
think they naturally support the appointment of their friends. The consequence is, that those 
qualifications which a magistrate ought to possess are, perhaps, in some measure lost sight of. 
And magistrates are appointed merely from personal motives on one side or the other, 

and not in reference to the great end in view1—the due administration of justice? It appears 
to me that, in great measure, that is the case. 
Do you remember the state of the magistracy a few years ago, during the administration 

of Sir George Gipps? I was in Sydney at that time, where justice has always been well 
administered. 
Have you known any appointments that were at all objectionable, that were made 

through the influence of Members of the House? I think that is involved in what I have 
said,—that the qualifications which ought to be looked to are lost sight of. 
Have you known any instances of persons being placed in the Commission of the Peace 

whose education has been grossly neglected? I think that in many cases gentlemen have 
been appointed certainly not sufficiently educated. 
Have you observed at all whether the character of the magistracy has improved since the 

inauguration of Responsible Government, or not? I do not think it has. 
Do you think it has deteriorated at all? It is really very difficult to say, because I am 

aware of very old appointments which are equally objectionable with some of those made 
under the new system of Government. 
It has not improved, however? It has not improved. 
That you attribute to the fact of Parliamentary or political influence being brought to 

bear on these appointments? Decidedly. I think the mode of appointment most objection-
able; it would be impossible to convey that in too strong language. 
Could you suggest any mode of reforming the present system? It is very difficult, 

perhaps, in this country, to have the same means of knowledge as at home; but there are 
two sources evidently within the reach of the Parliament at present. In the first place, if 
municipal institutions come into operation, it is very likely that will be a source from which 
some very good appointments may be made. Men of intelligence, selected by the public 
themselves, are likely to be persons of high character and superior in their position amongst 
their neighbours; an 1 the administration of justice by gentlemen selected by themselves is 
likely to be very satisaetory to the people. That is one source from which a large number 
of appointments may ho made. In the next place, I may say I know no other resource in 
this country except ap;:intmens by the Judges. They are removed, by their position, high 
feeling, and knowledge . what is right in these matters, from all improper influences; and 
they would, therefore, be an excellent channel through which parties might be selected for 
the magistracy. I know no other than these two sources. If there had been in this country 
anything analogous to the Lord-Lieutenants at home, who have the opportunity of judging of 
their respective districts or counties, that no doubt would have been better. 

278—D 3G. 
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Robert Oweii, 30. Which of these two modes would you recommend? I would recommend that bot.h should 
Bsq., M.L.A. be in operation. My notion is, with regard to the municipalities, either that it should be 
E \  within the means of the Government to authorise certain of the members (whatever they 
2 June, 1805. may be called, Councillors or Aldermen,) to be magistrates, or that they should be magis-

trates cx officio, but with a veto from the Government in case of improper persons being 
elected; but no person should be entitled to act under the Commission (except the Mayor, 
cx o//icio,) with the sanction of the Executive. 

Is the complaint of the inefficiency of the magisterial courts very general in your 
district? Very general. 

The people are becoming evidently alive to the grievance? Yes; they complain very 
much of decisions; and I have perhaps a peculiar opportunity of jndgin, from having 
attended the court for some years, as well has having seen the administration of justice in 

England and in Sydney in these courts. 
The complaints are not confined to disappointed litigants? No; there is a general 

feeling of discontent. 
It has occurred to the Committee that some good may be done in the way you propose, 

by having the appointments subjected to the recommendation of the Judges, as a body, not of 
an individual Judge. What do you think of that? That no doubt would be preferable, if 
it were not too onerous for the Judges, as a body. 

You think it would throw upon them great additional labor? They complain very much 
that they are overworked at present—I suppose the last feather breaks the camel's back—
though I do not know really whether there would be much labor or not. But they ought at 
a glance to know better what persons are competent. If I were to sit down to devise any 
objectionable mode of appointment, it would be that which now exists. 
The i\iinister for the time being is solicited by some Member of the House to appoint 

the friends of that Member? Yes. The Members for each district, I presume, are supposed to 
know the persons qualified in their own districts, and the friends of the Members are supposed 
by them to be qualified. No doubt the friends of each Member must be best known to 
himself; but there may be persons of very superior qualifications who may have taken an 
opposite course in politics or social matters, and these are overlooked. 

Thus, gentlemen are plaeed in the Commission of the Peace through party influence? I 
do not know that I would call it party influence; it is partly that, and partly, perhaps, 
friendship. 

But not regard to fitness for the offic? No. 
Do you think it is advisable that the Ministers for the time being should be subjected to 

the influences that may be brought to bear on them with regard to such appointments? No. 
You think they ought to be relieved? I think they ought to be relieved. I think it 

is neither just to the people nor to the Government. 
Will you be good enough Lo look at this Bill, which is a copy of the Bill introduced 

some years ago by Mr. Darvall. The first clause is to this effect :—" No person shall hete-
" after be appointed to the Commission of the Peace by any Governor or Governor General, 
" unless by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Council for the time being of 
" such Governor General." What do you think of such a course as that? I see no objection 
to this; but I think it goes to far, particularly in connection with what is now contemplated 
in the Municipal Bill. We know very well that in the Magistrates' Courts at home the best 
Justices are the Mayor and Aldermen of the different boroughs. Their knowledge of business, 
their superior acquaintance with mankind, I think, place them in this respect above gentlemen 
of sometimes higher education. 
4. Do you think that in our thinly peopled community it is likely these municipal insti-
tutions will be extended throughout the country in any reasonable time? It is very difficult 
to say. I am not acquainted with the far interior, but I should say it will be some time 
before they will come into operation there. 

They are only applicable where the population amounts to some thousands? Yes. 
Then, admitting that the improvement you suggest in this respect may be desirable in 

every way, still it will be a long time before it will be productive of any practical benefit to 
the country at large, and in the meantime something must. be  done? Those municipal 

institutions that are carried into effect willpro tanto be the means of introducing efficient 
parties into the magistracy. Where they do not exist some other expedient may make up 
the deficiency. I may mention that during the period prior to the late election I had oppor-
tunities of consulting very large numbers of persons, most of them either of large or small 
property, and the subject of the magistraey was a constant topic—an anxious topic—and the 
desire was general that some change should take place; and my suggestion, that the muni-
cipal institutions would supply the medium, was received with very great satisfaction—unmixed 
saMsfaction. 

Will you look at the second clause of the Bill to which I have before drawn your 
attention :—" At the expiration of six months after the accession to office of each succeeding 
Governor General, the Commission of every unpaid Justice of the Peace in force at the 
" time of such accession shall cease and determine :" Do you think it advisable that the 
Commission of the Peace should be thus periodically subject to revision? I highly approve 
of that, because it avoids all those unpleasant feelings which might be directed against the 
Government in case of any partial revision. New appointments would be a great deal better. 

Subject to sonic such check as submitting the names to the Judges would afford? Yes. 
Thus the Commission would be to a great extent periodically purified? Yes. No doubt 

at intervals of a few years all objectionable persons would be observed in their conduct, and 
if through such a channel as the Judges, they could be dealt with, without any personal 
feelings. 

It might be assumed that the Judges would be influencd only by a desire to work out 
the great ends of justice? I know no source so pure. Of course all human matters are 
subject to drawbacks. 49. 
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Whereas, the Ministers for the time being might be deterred from discharging their duty Robert Owr, 
in this matter by political considerations ? They might, and would be. Eq., L 

You have spoken of want of education in some magistrates, but it often happens that a 
man who has had little or no education is endowed with great natural ability and comnion 2 curie, 188. 
sense, and might, therefore, be a fit person even for very high offices in the State—has it 
come under your knowledge that there are persons in the Commission of the Peace whose 
moral qualities are such as to render it highly undesirable that they should be in the position 
of Judges? I cannot say that it has. I can but speak with great respect of all that I know. 
l. Do you think such a Bill as that to which I have directed your attention would work 
well ? I think it goes too far. If it should stand in the terms here used, it would sceni to 
exclude all persons under municipal institutions, except by consent of the hxeeutive. I think 
the public would feel it a grievance if, under the Municipal Act, certain persons such as the 
Mayor, or head man of each municipality, were not declared by law cx officiomagistrates, but 
the appointment of any inferior corporate officer to the Commission of the Peace should be 
subject to the control of another authority. 

52. The only objection you have to that Bill is that it might prevent the free working of the 
municipal system in regard to magistrates, in the way in which you think it desirable it 
should act ? I think it would stand very well as it is, with a proviso to prevent its appli-
cation to such exceptions as may be made by any enactment of a Municipal Act. 
58. 
Are there any Police Magistrates at Illawarra? No. I am of opinion they would be of 

great use to the country. The great deficiency, as it appears to me, of each Bench arises, 
not so much from a desire to do wrong, but from a want of knowledge how to do right; and 
this want of knowledge of business, or of the mode of conducting litigation, arises from the 
want of some guide. It appears to me, therefore, that if the country could not support Police 
Magistrates in populous districts, some very well educated gentlemen—I do not say of necessity 
a legal man, but at any lute some gentlemen who has studied the law to a certain extent, and 
has a knowledge of the law of evidence—should go circuits, so as to Sit from time to time on 
different Benches. I think in that way a vait deal of the iijusticc that has been committed 
might have been avoided. I believe a great many of the daily errors that take place arise, 
not from want of intention, but from want of knowledge. 

Is it not as much the duty of the Government to provide for the administration of 
justice in these minor courts as in time higher courts? I think so. 

Then why should the country refuse the expense? It is the very worst economy. I 
know that in my own district, if it were possible, the people would cheerfully pay a large 
tax to have some competent officer. 

Whose integrity and knowledge of the law they could rely on? Yes. 
m Has it coe under your knowledge that this evil is complained of,—that the magistrates 

who Sit on the Benches in the country are united by some of common interest; all are 
employers of servants, or are interested in the same sort of transactions; and thus some doubt 
may be entertained, whether reasonably or not, by parties who may be brought before these 
courts as to their impartiality? I have felt that objection very strongly throughout. A 
very large portion of the matters of litigation in these courts are between the employers and 
the employed, and, without imputing anything wrong to the Bench, their feelings naturally 
flow in -favor of their own class; and therefore it is that I observe that the law extending 
the summary jurisdiction has advanced too quickly. Now, if by superior appointments from 
the Government, or if through the Municipal Bill, there be magistrates as it were elected by 
the people themselves, they would in thOse eases be tried by their own peers,—by their own  
elected magistrates. There are several serious objections to the present system, which 
perhaps the Committee would allow me to mention. One of the greatest evils which at 
present, as it appears to me, interferes with the proper course of justice is, that the magis-
trates sitting from day to day all have their local associations, and are in some way or. 
another immediately connected, in their business or in their family relations, with a ]arge - 
proportion of the neighbourhood; and if it be that there be two litigants, the one not within 
their circle and the other within it, the bias is, according to the ordinary principles of hunin 
nature, in favour of their eonnexions or friends; and that it is impossible to avoid, as matters 
stand at present. Then, with respect to cases affecting servants: It appears to me, that from 
the nature of the present appointments_the magistrates being all persons of considerable 
moans as employers of labour, they naturally look to the protection of their own interests. 
Another objection is, that gentlemen not possessing any legal attainments do not see the 
force of the objection which exists to irny previous acquaintance wh the matter in litigation; 
and it so happens, that from the peculiar position of the magistracy at present existing, they 
generally obtain a pievious knowledge o f the matter that comes before the court, and in a 
very great number of cases it is privately discussed. The consequence is, that labor as you 
may, even with the advantages of legal assistance, the matter is decided before it comes into 
court, without the parties knowing it—perhaps without even the magistrates being aware of 
it. 

But at the very root of all the present objections to the administration of justice, though - 
gentlemen may be to a certain extent well educated, is the great defect of a want of know-
ledge of the rules of evidence. It is indeed very difficult to show a layman the various - 
shades of law relating to evidence; and as every ease mist depend on evidence, the 
foundation of justice is sapped. - I should not hesitate in saying that in five cases out of 
every six the cases are not decided according to evidence; all sorts of evidence are intro-
duced; the most irregular mode is adopted ; cases are even decided without hearing both 
sides; and all arising from that defect which it appears to me is caused by the want of legal 
knowledge of the importance of both parties being heard, and of nothing being introduced 
into the ease except what is positively legal evidence. Gentlemen not possessed of a know-
ledge of legal points or the effect of legal evidence, decide literally without knowing they are 
doing wrong, and they do very wrong. Of course I do not wish to locution individual 
instances, but I could point out, in a short period, eas&s of a most extraordinary description. 
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Robert Owen, 58. Has it come under your knowledge that maoistrates sometimes communicate with the 
Esq., M.L.A. litigants either on one side or the other out of doors? Yes. 

50. Receiving expaite statements? Yes; I do not see how they can avoid it. They are in 

2 Jime, 158. communication with the parties from day to day; and it is a very common thing for any 
person in dispute with a neighbour to fly to a magistrate at once

'
and probably out of 

kindness his tlo is heard, and opinions given which any gentleman acquainted with the 
necessity of a pure administration of justice would shun. 
You think then that cases are often decided on foregone conclusions? I think so. 
You are clearly of opinion that it would be advisable to have Police Iagistrates? I 

think a general system of police appointments, made with care, would be great economy to 

the country and most satisfactory indeed. 
62 -by M. Foister: 

You speak of a general want of confidence felt in the magistracy 

under the present system? Yes. 
Do I understand you rightly that you consider that want of confidence arises from the 

'circumstance of the present magistrates being employers of servants, from the custom that 
obtains of discussing cases beforehand, and from a want of legal attainment? Yes. 

Do you think it would be possible under any system to have magistrates who would not 
be employers of servants? I know no other way than by appointments under the direct 

action of the Government 
.65. Would not even Police Magistrates en appointed be in some degree interested? Not 
-unless they were persons chosen out of the districts to which they were appointed. 

You mean that they would not be so vey much interested—they must have their own 

domestic servants? They would be very few. 
Is it not usual for Police Magistrates, appoi.. ed under the present system, to be engaged 

in operations which they do not actually superintend; to invest money, for instance, in 
agricultural or pastoral pursuits? Yes; but I think appointments could be made that 

would avoid that. 
Would you propose that it should be a condition of their appointment that they should 

not be interested in the employment of labor? I think that ought to be a condition. 
With regard to your other objection—that matters are discussed beforehand—how do you 

think that could be avoided? I think the Police Magistrates should be gentlemen possessed 
of more than average attain men ts— that they should have some kind of legal education, if 
they were not lawyers—and they would see the absolute necessity, the great wrong that would 
be done even in receiving a letter in reference to any case that was to come before them 

magisterially. 
Then the improvement you would suppose would be in the superior legal attainments 

these gentlemen would possess? Yes. 
But if I understand you rightly, you propose that magistrates should be appointed 

through the municipalities? That is one mode. 
Have you found from experience that popular election results in the appointment of 

persons of legal attainments? It has not been tried in the country here. 
From what we have seen of popular &ection in other cases, may we not presume that the 

same principles would guide the electors? Sydney is the only place where it has been tried. 
May we not presume that the same principles would guide the electors in the interior, 

in electing members of municipalities, as have guided them in electing gentlemen to the 

Assembly? No doubt. 
Do you think superior men would be elected to municipal institutions than to the 

Assembly? I think they would be the best men of the districts. 
Would they be superior to those appointed to the Assembly now by the same mode of 

election? I do not think they would be superior. 
Do you think superior men would be elected at all? 1 do not see why they should not 

be as good Inert of business. 
Has your experience of popular election led you to the inference that men are selected 

who have superior legal attainments? Certainly not. I think that persons elected to muni-
cipal institutions would be superior in this way,—that their course of conduct through life 
would be dictated by honor, that all their transactions would be marked by good feeling to 
their neighbours, and that being distinguished by their co-townsmen, they would be likely to 

be in the m
ain_although there might be occasional exceptions—the best persons in the 

community. 
May I ask whether yoI 

propose, as a corrective of the evils at present admitted, that 
the magistrates should be elected by the people? I think that one or two members of each 
municipal body should be magistrates; but I think that, in addition to that, and perhaps 
superior even to that, would be the appointment by Government of competent persons, as 

I have before susgested. 
Are you in favor of the election of magistrates, as a general principle? Not as a 

general principle. 
81 Is there not some inconsistency in the two modes you propose? No; I think they may 
go hand in hand. I would observe, with respect to this point, that the only instance we 
have of an elective magistracy is in Sydney, where the Mayors, under the present and formeF 
Corporation, have been elected persons; and, though probably I would not presume to say 
they have been men of very high legal education, I think the duties performed by them as 
magistrates have been done very satisfactorily. Connected with the a

dministration of justice 

in Sydney, too, there has always been the emplo.yment of a Police Magistrate; and why 

should not the same thing go hand in hand in the country? 
82 Do you not think that where there is a very large selection, as in Sydney, there may be 
less danger than where there is only a limited number of persons to choose from? No doubt 
Sydney has its advantages. There are crowded courts,—there is the Press, through which 
a large community may be said to be looking on; and these very circumstances bring out the defects 
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defects of the present country system in very high relief. 
districts, where there is a newspaper, and perh In the courts of thikly-peopled Robert Owen 

aps a legal gentleman acting as a magistrate, Esq., M.L.A. 
the administration of justice is much improved; but in remote parts, where there are none 
of these advantages, I think gentlemen acting as magistrates have just as much power as a 2 June, 1858. 
Turkish Cadi. I am quite aware that elected persons are always subject to certain objections; 
but it appears to me that the advantages to the public of having an officer presiding over 
them by their own consent, in a country like this, would render the working of such 
a mode of appointment in the main satisfactory. 
May 

I ask whether you do not think that one of the great reasons of the want of con-
fidence felt in tile present magistracy is the actual want of responsibility? No doubt that 
is one part of it. The other portion is, that the parties, as I have already said, appointed 
are not competent to the task. 

But surely the correction of evil appointments should be the responsibility of the persons 
who make the appointments? No doubt, legally, all magistrates are responsible; but then it 
amounts to irresponsibility in this way,—that the remedy is so expensive, and, from want of 
information on the part of the litigants, so inapproachabie, that they are virtually irresponsible. 
Then, I think you agree with me that a great defect of the present system is a want of 

virtual responsibility, which, I think you say, might be ayoidd by the appointment of paid 
officers as Police Magistrates? Yes. 

80. And you think that system ought to be extended all through the interior? I do, in the strongest terms. 

Is there not some reason to believe that want ofconfidence in the present magistracy 
arises from an inevitable social distinction being drawn between them and the persons who 
come to them for relief? No; I have not observed that. I do not think there is any 
jealousy of that kind. 

Do you not think servants, for instance, in going before magistrates feel they are going 
before a tribunal opposed to them on the generalmerits of the case? No doubt. I think 
that was conveyed in a previous answer. There is a distinct division between employers 
and employed. 

89. Are you of opinion that the evils complained of can best be remedied by legislative 
enactment, or that they can be corrected without? I presume no change can be carried into 
effect without legislative enactment. 

Do you not think the responsibility of the Executive Government, which is supposed to 
be exercised in this matter, might be more strictly enforced, by requiring them to be more 
careful in their appointments in future? I think that would have no effect. 
In whom then would you rest the final choice of magistrates, after having passed through 

these different subordinate modes of choice? In the Judges. 

Do you think there would be no danger in allowing the Judges the final decision in 
matters of this kind? I think probably there would be no source without some objection; 
but it appears to me that that is the purest source. 

How, in the first place, are the Judges to understand the local requirements of the 
districts; or even the capacity of the persons who may be appointed? That; no doubt, to a 
certain extent is a difficulty; but when we consider that the Judges go their circuits, and 
that nearly from all parts of the country within their circuits they have the means of 
inquiring about competent parties, we can understand that they may to a great extent be 
possessed of large information, although perhaps not to the fullest extent we may desire. 
You are aware that the Judges do not go on circuit in the remote parts of the country? 

I am aware of that, and with respect to those districts they could not have a very full 
knowledge. 

In that case would there not be some danger in giving them a final decision? No, I do 
not think so, because if parties are named and objections urged, no one would be so com-
petent as a Judge to discriminate between factious and well founded opposition. 
Supposing the office of Attorney General was rendered permanent, and not subject to 

political changes, do you think that officer might, to a certain extent, be entrusted with this 
decision? That might be an improvement on. the present system; but I would not trust 
even the Attorney General with these appointments. 
Not if he were a permanent officer? No. 

98. Would not his connection with the Executive Government, which would be more close 
than that of the Judges, give him a superior knowledge of the particular cases referred to 
him? No, I do not think it need be so. 

I think you state that you are in favor of the election of magistrates to a certain extent, 
but not to a very great extent? I should conceive the utmost settled extent would be, that 
the heads of corporations should be magistrates ex officio; but with respect to persons 
elected to minor municipal offices, I think they might be open to selection by the checking 
power, whether of the Judges or the Government. 

100. You would not allow the principle of election to apply to those parts of the remote 
interior to which municipal institutions it is supposed would not extend? No; I think that 
would be dangerous. 

Then there would be no remedy in those places? The Judges might obtain valuable 
information even from those remote parts, though not implicitly reliable; but I presume, 
in such cases Police i\lagistrates would be the only perfectly safe resource. 

I think you say you disapprove altogether of the present mode of appointment through 
the Executive Government? Altogether. 

You are aware that a system of this kind prevails in England? Perhaps it is almost 
impertinent in me to repeat the mode in practice there. The various corporations have 
their magistrates ; the magistrates in other respects are recommended by the Lord 
Lieutenants of counties, and these recommendations go to the Chancellor; so that the 
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Robert Owen, character of the magistracy is sifted through some very high channels; and, with a few 
Esq., ML.A.exceptions, the magistracy of England stands very high in public opinion. 

104. By M. Eqan: I 
think you say you approve of having Police Magistrates? I do. 

2 June, 1858. 105. Do you not think the same influence might be brought to bear on Police Magistrates 
as on any other magistrates? I think not. 

Have you not heard complaints of the intimacy of Police Magistrates with persons 
having large numbers of servants; in consequence of which, those servants who had occasion 
to come before the court went forward expecting the decision to be against them ? Nothing 
human is perfect; but I think the selection in the first instance of gentlemen of competent 
education would be more likely to be free from objection than any other source. 

Can you say from your experience that the Police Magistrates that have been appointed 

are superior to the unpaid magistrates ? I should think so ; but 1 would not answer that 
question very fully, because, though I have known a few personally, I have not been in the 

interior to watch their conduct. 
108 Do you not know that, in consequence of Police Magistrates being appointed in some of 
the country districts, the unpaid magistrates scarcely ever attend ? I have heard so. 
100. And, therefore, the whole business of the courts is left entirely to these gentlemen ? 
It may be a very improper jealousy which causes this non-attendance It is a display of a 
spirit which to me is convincing that they are not the proper parties to sit in a court. 

Are you not aware that the public suffer very much in consequence of being unable to 
get magistrates to sit? Even where many magistrates are resident either in the neighbourhood 
of the court, or within a few miles, the attendance has been very lax, even where there has 

been no Police. Magistrate. 
Does it come within your knowledge that many magistrates appointed some years ago 

have been really useless, and scarcely ever attend a court at all ? 
Perfectly useless, and 

worse than useless. 
Then there is no reason to suppose that recent appointments of magistrates have been 

worse than those formerly made ? They have not mended the matter. 
But they have given greater facility to the public to obtain justice? I think not. 
Are you speaking of your own district, or generally ? I, of course, live in my own 

district, but I have my eyes open to observe what passes in other districts. 
Has it come to your knowledge that actions have been brought against magistrates to 

any extent for acts done in their magisterial capacity ? 
We know that it is a lcsing game 

to go to law, and I suppose that for one person feeling aggrieved who goes into court there 
are twenty having just right that will not go. 

Are you aware that the business of the Police Office in the City of Sydney has been 

conducted by the independent magistrates in a way that has given entire satisfaction ? I 
believe so, so far as I have known; but I think there are so many circumstances favorable to 
the pure administration of justice in Sydney that that may be very well accounted for without 

its having any bearing on the country districts. 
Have you not heard that Police Magistrates in the country districts have been looked on 

by the people as acting in a most tyrannical manner? I am afraid that any one removed 
from public observation is very apt to run a little wrong, unless great care is taken in the 
appointments; but I should very much doubt whether the appointments hitherto have been 
made with the same care and from the source from wlich they ought to have been made. 
118 Do you believe, with reference to the remote districts, that any person can be better 
competent to judge of the fitness of persons to be appointed to the Commission of the Peace 
than the representatives of the people, who are in the habit of visiting in their districts—
would not their recommendation be equal to any other mode? It is more objectionable 
than any other mode, and for this reason, that any gentleman who seeks legislative honors 
has to go and make friends, and his friends cannot always be selected; but he may have a 
very ardent friend who may be a very bad magistrate, though he may have great difficulty in 

reisting the importunity of that friend. 
You believe a Member of the House would recommend the appointment of a friend 

whom he knew to be unfit? I am afraid so. 
Would you prefer leaving the recommendation to the Police Magistrates in the country 

districts? I would reject no means of information ; but I would have it placed in hands 

that would deal with it properly. 
Do you think the Police Magistrate would be a more correct source of information than 

the party who representl the district? I think, as a principle, nothing should be placed too 

much in one person's hands. 
12. Neither in the Member's nor the Police Magistrate's? Nor any other individual; but 
those sources of information would be useful, and would in discriminating minds lead to 
appointments as little objectionable as possible. 
123 You think the appointments of late days more objectionable than those of some more 
remote period? 1 think I said they were not much improved. 

By Mr. Lee: Did I understand you to say that almost all the decisions were made out of 
court? No. I said it was not very unusual that these matters were discussed out of court, 
from gentlemen residing in the districts, and from parties naturally going to them in their 
trouble, and, unavoidably, from the very nature of the communication, there is a foregone 

conclusion. 
Is not the complainant bound to go to a magistrate, and make his declaration that he 

wants a summons for a certain party ? Yes; but that is a very different thing from seeking 

advice. 
Do you mean that they go to the magistrates for advice? Yes, constantly. 

1)o not attorneys generally disagree with magistrates' decisions in the country? Not 
generally. If an attorney be an advocate, of course, if the decision is against him, he may 

not 
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not agree with it altogether; but a well-educated gentleman will as readily acquiesce, if Robert Owc.i, 
justice be done, as if the case went with him. Esq., M.L.A. 

Are there not some attorneys who, if the case were ever so clear against them, would t '  :wis
h to have it carried in their own way ? That question almost answers itself. An 2 June, 1858. 

- advocate, whether a barrister or any other branch of the profession, naturally wishes his own 
client to succeed. 

You think that members elected by municipal institutions would be fit and proper 
persons to be appointed magistrates? Yes; for the reasons and the qualifications I have stated. 

Do you believe the whole of the persons elected as members of these bodies would be 
fit and proper persons to act as magistrates? No, I should not say so. 

By .ih/,. Thornton: You spoke of two great sources by which a superior order of 
magistracy might be obtained, namely, selection by the Judges, and through municipal 
institutions; now, do you think that if it were a pai b of any municipal law that a person 
elected an alderman, or councillor, as the case might be, should be x 0/hew a justice, that 
would insure a better description of candidates for the office? I think it very probsble. The 
mass of the people have a very correct notion of the administration of justice, and of what 
it ought to be, and that would make them careful in the election of those persons. 

As a lawyer, you will be able 'to answer my question clearly: do you think the Bill now 
before you, to which your attention was called by the Chairman, would in any way affect 
magistrates created under a municipal Act, or that statutory magistrates would be at all 
affected by that Bill? I think the proviso I mentioned would be sufficient to meet the case. 

Magistrates in virtue of office would not be affected by it? They would, as it 
stands, but it could be very easily modified. 

By Mr. Plddington: I think you stated your opinion that the magistrates appointed 
of late years had not improved the character of the Commission, in respect to qualification, 
education, or position in life? I think they have not. 

And I think you said also, that you attribute that decline to the practice of Members 
of Parliament nominating their resec.tive friends or adherents? Yes. 

And yet you seem to think that all the members of municipal councils should, indis 
criniinately, be appointed to the Commission of the Peace? No. 

Then, if you do not think that all the thembers of municipal councils should bees officio 
magistrates, what number of members or particular member of any body now existing or t 
bd created would you limit the appointment to? I think I.mentioned the Mayor, or head 
man of the body. 

The Mayor alone? No; the Mayor should be ex officio a magistrate, the same as in 
Sydney, and the other members would be prominent persons for the appointing powers to 
select from, as being elected by the people, but they should not be cx officio magistrates. 

You would limit the cx officio appointments to one individual in each coporation? Yes, 
but also conferring as much as possible the appointment upon the other elected officers. 

In respect to all officers excepting the Mayor, you think the Crown should have the 
same right of rejection as it now possesses with respect to any other individuals? That is 
my opinion. 

I think you alluded to the fact that in England members of corporations are men of 
high legal attainments very often? No; I think I rather said to the contrary,—that perhaps 
gentlemen of property were very frequently better educated, but that the corporate officers 
were men of clear business habits, of very high character amongst their fellow citizens, and 
having other qualifications which fitted them to act as magistrates. 

When you speak of corpdrate officers you do not alludd to the Recorders in Cities or 
Boroughs or to the Common Serjeants? No; that is another matter. 

I think you stated that, in your opinion, five cases out of six decided by the magistrates 
of the Colony are not decided according to evidence ? Not decided strictly according to 
evidence. I think that is done without the magistrates being aware of it. 
144 I was about to say that you think these erroneous decisions are caused, not by any want 
of desire to decide correctly, but by want of legal knowledge? Exactly. 

Whatever may be the cause, if you are correct in your opinion that they form so large 
a proportion of cases, is not that an argument against the exiienc& of unpaid magistrates.
altogether? No, I do not think so, because I conceive that the appointments may be much 
improved. I speak of the existing system. 

I think one reason on which you found that opinion is derived from the belief that paid 
magistrates should be •appointed? I am very much in favor of paid magistrates being 
appointed generally, because the mode of appointment, and, I suppose, the principle of appoint-
ment, would be to select men duly qualified. 

Is not that an argument again pro tanto against the continuance of unpaid magistrates? 
No, I do not think so. 

Of what value is it to the codutry that it should have paid magistrates appointed by 
the State as well as an unpaid magistracy? A paid magistrate may not always be able to 
attend, and in many cases be may be well assisted by the unpaid. I have stated that if 
there were paid magistrates the mode of administration would be immensely improved, 
inasmuch as many of the difficulties now arise from want of knowledge. 

You regard the appointment of paid magistrates as very, desirable? Most desirable, 
under due precautions. 

You have attributed the incompetency of existing magistrates. to want of education I To want of education. 

What kind of education do you allude to? General education as to one point, and very 
particularly the want of even the slightest reading up of any legal information; and in con-
nection with this, I would just mention what appears to me to have been always a great want. 
The, laws, as at present collected, are scattered over some very considerable volumes, and it is 
very 'difficult indeed to select them. in practice-for the administration of.justice; but if there 

were 
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Robert Owen, were compiled by some legal authority, under the auspices of the Government, a well arranged 
Eq., I.......lection of the laws in operation, with a very good index—an index that I have seen nothing 

r' T h like at present—in fact a good index is the only key to any book—with preliminary obser- 
2 June, 1858. vations directed to the simple heads of evidence,—I say if such a book were placed in the 

hands of each magistrate, it would be of enormous importance to the administration of justice. 
They have no guide at present; and it is not necessary to say, that the administration of 

justice cannot be obtained by instinct. 
But a mere acquaintance with the statutes existing in the Colonial Statute Book would 

not be of much service to a magistrate in qualifying him to judge of evidence ? I think 
there should be plain directions as to the principal heads of evidence,— what is evidence, and 
to on. In the Administration f Justice Act there are some directions as to the conduct of 
cases, but they are so mixed up with statutory enactments that the magistrates do not know 
where to find them. If they.had the necessary Acts, with the various heads of evidence--
what is evidence —hearsay evidence not admissible except under circumstances—under distinct 
heads, plainly set out, it would be of very great importance indeed; I cannot over-rate it. 

You have stated that the unpaid magistrates are not regarded by the public with con- 
fidence? Yes; as administrators of justice. 

I think you are also in favor of leaving the appointment of magistrates in the main to 
the recommendation or confirmation of the Judges, as a body? Yes. 

Are you aware of the mode of appointment of High Sheriffs of counties in England? 
I do not know all the machinery, but I think there is a certain day on which- 

Three names are selected from each county? Yes. 
Could not some scheme of the same kind be adopted in the appointment of magistrates 

here, giving the Judges the initiative, and not depriving the Crown of its right of appoint-
ment, but empowering the Judges to recommend three individuals, with the understanding 
that the Crown select one of the three, as is the practice in the appointment of High Sheriffs? 

I do not see any objection to that. 
By the C/iairnzan : In the cases you have referred to, in regard to justices not acting, 

as you say, in five cases out of six according to evidence, do you think they depart from sub-
stantial justice? 11 think you can very rarely depart from the rules of evidence without 
departing from justice. With every desire to Lrrive at the truth, without an adherence to 
those rules you, in all probability, shut out truth in one way, and admit error in the other. 
159 Then, in these cases, you complain that justice has not been done? I think that in 
some of the cases justice may b hit by chance, and that is all I can say about it. 
160. Have you anything further to add relative to this subject? I wish to add, in reference 
to the irresponsibility of magistrates, that the only way in which a decision of any Bench can 
be questioned is by an application to the Supreme Court for a prohibition. The usual amount 
of expense for such application is about £22 to £25 for each side. Unless corruption be 
shewn as against the magistrate, the Judges do not visit them with the applicant's costs, 
although such application is successful. If a decision of the Bench be declared wrong, the 
applicant has still to pay heavy costs. A man in humble circumstances cannot therefore 
resist an erroneous judgment of any Bench. 

TUESDAY, 8 JUNE, 1858. 

1rtnt :— 

Mu. PARKES, Ma. MARKS, 

Mu. LEE, Mu. FORSTER, 

Mu. PIDDINGTON, Mu. JONES, 

Ma. MURRAY. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

The Honorable Sir Alfred Stephen, Knight, Chief Justice, called in and examined 

The Hon. sir 1. By the Chairman: You are Chief Justice of the Colony? Yes. 
A. 
Stephen, 2. How many years have you been a Judge of the Supreme Court? Nineteen years and 
Kiat., O.J. upwards. 

Daring that time you have had ample opportunities of observing the general state of the 

8 June, 1858. Magistracy of the Colony? If you refer to individuals 
No; as a body? Yes, of course, in a general way. 
And, of courSe, you have observed generally the administration of the law in all the 

Courts of the Colony, in regard to individuals? Yes, I think I may say that I have. To a 

considerable extent I necessarily have. 
Have you any idea at all of what ratio the business—that is the cases tried in the Civil 

Courts—what proportion they bear to the cases tried in the Supreme Court? You mean 
what proportion the summary proceedings cases bear to the cases tried in the Supreme Court? 
In the Supreme Court? I have no means of knowing. 
You are aware at all events, I presume, as a matter of fact, that there is an immense 

amount of business done in the Police Courts of the Colony? I am quit.e aware that there 
is a very immense amount of business done by the Magistracy both in summary cases and 
in ministerial; that is in aid of other Courts— commitments of people, I mean for trial. 
And that interests, so far as the parties are concerned, are involved to fully as large an 

amount in the Police Courts as they are in the higher Courts ? There are, doubtless, very 
large interests involved in the decisions of the Magistracy in cases both criminal and civil; 

such 
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such as, among others, in cases arising under the Tenements Recovery Act, the Impounding The Hon. Sir 
Act, disputes between masters and servants, and complaints under the 'Deserted'Wjves and A*StePhen,  
Children Act, against the absconding husband or father—and the like, exclusively of the 
ordinary criminal jurisdiction of Justices; but I cannot say whether the amount pecuniarily 
is or not, in the aggregate, equal to that of the cases pending in the Supreme Court. 8 June, 1858 
But, considering generally the circumstances of the parties interested, are not the sums 

that they sue for, or that they are fined in, of just as much moment to them as the larger 
amounts involved in the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court may be supposed to be to disputants 
in that Court? Doubtlessly; and even were it otherwise, it is of very great importance that 
the law should be administered in all jurisdictions with care and competent knowledge as 
well as with integrity. 

And now, Sir Alfred, with regard to the Supreme Court: of course all the proceedings 
there are watched, not only by an intelligent public, but also by the press, and the casespro 
and con are in the hands of able advocates—_so that, in the exercise of its jurisdiction, that 
Court, at all events, is under a certain aniount of control; but in the Police Courts in many 
parts of the Colony you are aware, I presume, that there is no professional attendance in many 
instances, and that it very rarely happens indeed that the cases are reported by the press? 
There are, certainly, checks on the administration of justice in the Supreme Court which do 
not exist,1 apprehend, in the Magisterial Courts in any degree; and with respect to those 
checks which exist at all, they do not exist by any means in the same degree. 
Do you think it desirable that such checks should exit? I certainly do; I have no 

doubt that the presence of advocates is of very great importance, not only as an assistance to 
the Banch, but as, in some degree, a check upon the Bench; and also, that the reporting of 
all proceedings by the press, and so attracting public attention to them, is of great importance 
in reference to the latter object. The presence of any intelligent audience is of importance 
in the same view. 

Then, I presume, you regard the non-existence of any such checks, as these in the Police 
Courts, as an evil that ought to be remedied if possible? When once an advantage is 
admitted, it seems to follow that it should be secured if it be practicable, but in what mode 
this can be accomplished, with respect to Magisterial Courts in the interior, I am utterly 
unprepared to say. 

So far as you have had an opportunity of observing, do you think the Magistraey of the 
Colony commands the confidence of the public, generally speaking—we do not want to enter 
into any particular instances? That is a very awkward question to answer, and one of 
extreme difficulty. .1 am, perhaps, not competent to say what is, of is not the opinion of the 
public at large on such a point,—but I may state that I have, in several quarters, more 
particularly of late, heard the appointments to the Magisterial Bench in many instances 
severely criteised. 

Numbers of Magistrates, I presume, have, from time to time been sworn in before you? 
There have been a great number of Magistrates sworn before me, or my brother Judges in 
my presence. 

[las it ever struck you, on such occasions, that the parties appointed were not qualified 
by education for the position in which they were placed? I have certainly repeatedly seen 
persons sworn in as Magistrates, whom I have thought, judging by their appearance and 
manner, and style of reading, to be utterly inadequate, in point of education, and to be of an 
inferior grade generally. 

Have you observed many such instances? I have seen several in different parts of the 
Colony. I mean that it is not confined to Srdney alone; but extends to country districts. 
Then the gentlemen thus entrusted in this instance with the administration, of the law 

in the Police Courts of the Colony—although unfitted for that position by education, are. 
ievertheless free from that check or rsponsibility which exists in the higher Courts? I 
have already said that Magistrates have rarely the check over their proceedings which exists 
with respect to the Judges; but it is clear that responsibility cannot be avoided by Magis-
trates in any instance. Responsibility exists under all circumstances. I wish it to be 
understood that, notwithstanding the particular instances alluded to by me, speaking of the 
body of Magistrates generally, from my personal knowledge of many, and my general obse.r-
vation of others, I have no reason to express myself otherwise than respectfully of them. 
As a body? As a body; and, so far as I have the means ofjudgieg, I think that they 

generally discharge their duties very well. I have occasionally seenvery great mistakes 
committed by them—chiefly in law, but sometimes in matters of fact. But, I believe on 
the whole, that their judgments are reasonably correct, and quite entitled to respectful mention. 
Then, Sir Alfred, of course, I presume you consider it to be regretted that such 

objectionable appointments as those you have alluded to, should take place at all? I think 
that even one decidedly bad appointment to the Magistracy in a district, is highly prejudicial, 
and that it tends inevitably to bring the whole body into dis-esteem. It has the further effect 
of alienating the more competent and more respectable portion of the Magistrates from their 
duties; and it is quite impossible not to have observed that the instances which I have 
referred to, have already tended to lower the estimation in which the Magistraey as a body 
should be held personally by the public. 

You think then, that some gentlemen who are well qualified for the oflice, are prevented 
from acting in consequence of those objectionable appointments? I do not say actually 
prevented; but I have heard, and I believe it to be the fact, that competent and respectable 
men have, in some instances, abstained from attending the Bench, rather than meet with 
persons whom they did not choose to recognise as associates. 
Now, Sir Alfred, with regard to the legal responsibility which you just alluded to, in cases 

where publicity is and proper evidence may be brought to bear upon the case—how far 
does that under the law as it stands, affect the Magistrates? No Magistrate is responsible 
for any mere error in judgment, unless he shall have exceeded altogether his jurisdiction—a' 

278—F 
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Th3 1-Ion. Sir case which rarely happens; and even should he exceed his jurisdiction he is still free from 

AKSePe; liability to damages or other punishment, if the losing party shall apply to the Supreme 
Court by prohibition, which is now a frequent mode of setting right magisterial decisions. 

8 June 
23. If the party applying for a prohibition succeeds in his application who bears the costs 
are the costs awarded to him—in his favour? In the greater number of cases the successful 
party pays his own costs; but not always so. If the Magistrate has very violently erred, the 
Court may inflict costs upon him; but, I recollect only one instance in which this has been 
done. In some instances the Court has made the prosecuting party pay the costs. If the 
appealing party fails, he is almost invariably made to pay the costs. 
21. And if he succeeds he generally has to pay his own? Generally speaking. 
And what would the costs amount to generally—in any ordinary case? I cannot tell; 

I should think about £10 or £12. 
Ten or twelve pounds? I should think so. Such cases usually involve considerable 

difficulty either as to the facts or the law; and counsel are generally employed. 
The costs then in such cases—in any ordinary case—would bear a considerable pro- 

portion to the amount involved in the case itself? It is sometimes much more. I have 
known several instances, in which the party appealing must have known full well that he 
would have to pay more than the pecuniary sum at stake. But men in such cases have very 
often a higher object. They wish to shew that they have committed no offence, or they 
desire to have the law settled in similar cases for the future. There are instances where 

this has been avowed. 
But at the same time, to persons in a very humble station in life in regard to property, 

the costs of appeal might prove an absolute bar to their being righted? Unquestionably so. 
On the other hand, although you may largely diminish the risk of erroneous decisions by 
securing a higher class of functionaries, yet it is impossible altogether to avoid error in 
deciding points of law. No single volume of the Reports in any Court in England can be 
read, without seeing instances of deliberate judgments by very able and distinguished men 

reversed by some superior Court. 
But still there may be some approximation—greater or less—to that state of perfection 

which it may be desirable to bring the administration of the law to, if it could be done? 
That is a self-evident proposition. It is of great importance to secure efficiency in every 
department of the State; but chiefly in the law department, and all which affects the 

administration of justice. 
And erroneous decisions are likely to be multiplied where objectionable appointments 

are made? In exact proportion as you multiply undesirable appointments in so far as 
mental capacity is concerned, you of course multiply the risk of error; but it is obvious 
that an immoral man, for instance, may be as competent to decide accurately as any other. 
Then, generally speaking, Sir Alfred, the responsibility of Magistrates just now simply 

goes so far as the rectifying of decisions in the manner which you have just adverted to: If 
the parties appeal in the way you have just spoken of, they are precluded, I take it, from 
bringing any action against a magistrate individually? They are, if they proceed by 

prohibition. 
Have you known many cases of actions having been successfully decided against Magis- 

trates in consequence of their conduct on the Bench or the decisions they gave? I have 
known such instances, but they are few. One was an action against a Magistrate for causing 
certain fences to be pulled down, in a more civil case over which he had no jurisdiction—
that was in the south country. Another was where a Magistrate bad convicted a man 
without causing him to be summoned. One instance I remember of an action for a malicious 
proceeding by a Magistrate; another where a Magistrate issued a warrant as for felony in a. 
mere case of trespass. I think it a right principle, however, that a Judge, of whatever grade, 
should be wholly irresponsible for mere matters of mistake in judgment, provided he has 
jurisdiction. No Magistrate would undertake the office, subject to the responsibility of an 
action if he happened to be wrong. I may add, however, that the infrequency of appeals 
either to the Quarter Sessions, or the Supreme Court, against magisterial decisions, is no 
accurate test of the correctness of magisterial decisions; because the poverty, or ignorance, 
or indifference of parties, in small cases, will naturally induce them to avoid litigation even 
where they feel that the Magistrate is wrong. I know personally of some serious mistakes 
by Magistrates, which have never come before the Court. 

?ou adverted, Sir Alfred, to the Impounding Act just now—are you aware that the 
Magistrates under the Impounding Act assess the damages which parties have to pay under 
that Act? In some cases they have that duty to discharge; and we have had an appeal 
from the decision of Magistrates in one case, if not in more, under that Act. 
The Magistrates are generally in the up-country districts country gentlemen, interested 

more or less in landed property? They, I presume, are so; but if that implies that they 
are the less competent, or the less desirable as judges in that particular matter, I am not of 
that opinion. The only Act that I know of which seems to require another class of func- 
tionaries for adjudicating, is the Masters' and Servants' Act ; because there the Magistrates 
are all masters, and there is no Magistrate who is a servant. 
They are then, in both cases, to some extent—more particularly under the Masters' and. 

entioned Servants' Act—judges, as a body, in their own cause? With respect to the last-m 
arge extent,—it has always seemed to me,—judges in their own cause. Act they are to a l  

Have you thought it at all—at any time—desirable that the Commission of the Peace 
should be purified? I have latterly thought that it is of importance that it should be; but 
the difficulty of successfully achieving the object, appears to me to be very great. 
Has any improvement taken place, do you think, since the inauguration of Responsible 

Government? I should be sorry, even by an answer to a question so worded, to connect 
Responsible Government with the appointment of bad Magistrates. My opinion is, however, 
that the bad appointments of late years—say the last five—have been worse than all these 

made 
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made in the previous fourteen ; and I do not object to add, that under Responsible Govern- The Hon. Sir 
mont individual solicitations and too facile compliances are likely to be more frequent, than AStepen,  under the old system. 

A. 
 

38. And do you think, Sir Alfred, that it is desirable that persons should be placed in the 
Commission of the Peace merely upon individual solicitations or representations? I think 8 June, 1&8. 
that it is highly inexpedient. 

I presume you conclude that Parliamentary or party influences may be bronglit to bear 
upon the appointment of individuals? It appears to me that they have probably formed 
one cause of some of the objectionable appointments to which I have referred. 
It has occurred to this Committee that some improvement might take place if the 

appointments were dependant upon a recommendation from the Judges: what is your opinion 
upon that? The Judges are personally unacquainted with all but a small minority of the 
inhabitants, especially in the interior; and they would not therefore be capable from their 
own judgment of making a selection, although they might be very useful persons to advise 
as to the recommendations of others, and would be less likely to be influenced than probably 
other functionaries by political considerations, or even by feelings of friendship, in making a 
selection. We must bear in mind, that in future years political status will frequently deter-
mine even appointments tothe Bench, if the usual English Rules prevail. But, even should this 
be so, a Judge so studiously and of necessity subdues and keeps in check his political tendencies, 
whatever they may be, that probably he will always be the best functionary to decide in 
such matters, if he shall only possess the adequate knowledge of individuals sought to be 
appointed. In England the appointment is exclusively by the Chancellor; but he always 
(or almost always) acts on the recommendation of the Lord Lieutenant of each county; and 
the Lord Lieutenant in his turn, I apprehend, is ordinarily guided by his Deputies in the 
different parts of the county. These latter are almost invariably men of fortune and influ-
ence, frequently of rank, and always of education. There is here, consequently, a system of 
personal and individual responsibility, which on the plan of consulting the Judges as a body, 
or the Executive as a body, or both combined, could not be attained. It is perfectly well 
known that responsibility divided among many is rarely felt. And accordingly the great 
advantage of the selection of Judges for the English Bench being exclusively vested in and 
exercised by the Lord Chancellor, has always been thought to be that he exercises the power 
alone—and independently of the Cabinet at large. The Chancellor generally consults, it is 
said, the Chief Justices of the several Courts, but acts on his undivided responsibility alone. 
The case of the Attorney or Solicitor General obtaining ordinarily the Chief Justiceship is 
an excepted case. By general usage those functionaries, I believe, take a vacant Chief 
Justiceship as a matter of course, if they think fit. There are exceptions, and particularly 
in modern times; but that is the general rule. The difficulty as to the appointment of Justices, however, in this Colony, will be in obtaining the local knowledge required, even if 
there were an individual filling the post of Minister of Justice. But much might be 
done by submitting all recommendations to such a Minister, if there were one, and in the 
meantime to the united Bench of Judges—and requiring this aspreliminary to every selection 
to the Magistracy. Nevertheless, I conceive that these appointments should rest with the 
Executive; until there shall be a Minister of Justice. The Bench, as a Bench, should not, 
I conceive, be the parties to appoint, though they might be parties to advise on the recom- 
mendations. It has occurred to me, that each local Bench of Justices might advantageously 
be called upon to report as to each individual recommended for their district. They might 
simply state, without assigning any reason, whether in their judgment the party proposed 
was elegible or inelegible. They would thus discharge the duties, in this respect, of the 
Deputy Lieutenants in the several counties. 

Do you think the Judges might obtain the necessary information when on Circuit in the 
different districts? I do not see how they can. I have on Circuit seen persons, whom by 
observation I should have pronounced unfit for the Magistracy, but who I found were Magis-
trates, and a Judge therefore can form his opinion as to an individual, to whom his attention 
may have been drawn. But a priori he would have no such means in respect to a party 
recommended who was personally unknown to him. And the idea of subjecting a gentleman 
whom it was proposed to appoint to the Magistracy, to personal examination by the Judge, 
would be offensive, and in every way undesirable. Then, as to moral character, or the 
like, it would be impossible for the Judges to form any opinion without personal acquaint-
ance or local information. I have, however, known two instances of habitual drunkards 
on the Bench; of whom I have seen one in that state in the streets. 
You have said, Sir Alfred, that the appointments ought, of course, to remain vested in 

the Crown as they are now? I think that the Crown should act, in this respect, not by the 
Judges, but by its Responsible Ministers—commonly termed the Executive—unless there 
were some judicial officer occupying the position of Minister of Justice, whose peculiar 
function and duty should be to attend to this department. 

Do you think, then, that the Parliamentary responsibility of the Ministers of the day 
would be sufficient to ensure proper appointments? They are, I conceive, collectively, more 
likely to possess the requisite knowledge of indivduals than the Judges can be. Unitedly, no doubt, their responsibility in such a matter will not be so much felt, as if one of them 
acted individually; and they will moreover as a body be led to oblige, or be compelled to 
disoblige, an adherent in almost every instance. So far, therefore, their selection will 
inevitably be biased. But still I conceive that, for constitutional reasons, the responsibility 
should rest with them—and we must expect them to do their duty in this case as in others. 
What would you think of this course, Sir Alfred: that the people in the different 

districts should elect individuals from whom the Government might select the Magistrates? 
I think that it would be a bad plan; and that on principle it is objectionable. I believe 
that the people at large, fairly consulted, and not externally operated upon, would in general, 
decide as correctly in such eases as any Ministry; but, I think that the people are more 

generally 
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The Hon. Sir generally so operated on, and therefore do not so decide. America is a sufficient warning to 
A. Stephen, us, I conceive, not to leave the appointment of judicial officers to election by the people. 

All the discredit which has attached to California, from the proceedings of the Committees 

8 June 
of Safety there, I know, from reliable information, has arisen from the bad character or gross 
misconduct of elected Judges. Under our English system, the appointment of a disgraceful 
character to the Bench is a thing unheard of. Nor, I believe., has it often occurred, that 
improper parties are appointed illagistratcs. But it is notorious that Judges and r%lagistrateS 
in America are repeatedly elected from political feeling; and the Judge of one year may 

be Governor of the State the next. 
Do you think that the ends of justice, in the Police Courts of the Colony, would be 

advanced by the general appointment of Police Magistrates for those Courts? 1 think that 
Police Magistrates are better than Benches of Magistrates almost universally ; first, because 
each has undivided responsibility; secondly., because he makes magisterial duties his business. 
It becomes thus their interest as well as their duty to act correctly. Thirdly, they have more 
the eye of the public at large on them; and attention is, from a variety of causes, more 
alive to their proceedings. Fourthly, such appointments are more easily made, being few in 
number comparatively, than the numerous body coniprising the magistracy at large. I would 
here mention a plan, which has suggested itself to my mind as having considerable recom-
mendations. It is, that the Commission of the Peace should be divided :—that there should, 
for example, be one for each Circuit District—so that there shall be four Commissions for 
the Colony instead of one; and that, by express enactment, a new Commission shall issue for 
each district at a stated period. By this plan, applications and recommendations could only 
be attended to at that period; and the duty of selection would devolve on whatever Ministry 
might happen then to be in power. It might be so arranged, that one new Commission—or 
two Commissions, if thought desirable,—should issue every year. If one only, there being 
four Circuit Districts, the term of appointment would be obviously four years; or two 

years only, if two Commissions y 
Moreton Bay is sepa- early were issued. But, when 

rated, there will remain three Circuit Districts only. One Commission yearly might 
then be issued for one such district; so that each Commission should last for three 
years only. The County of Cumberland might have its own separate Commission; which 
might be issued also once in every three years—a few months after that for the L'athurst 
Circuit, for example. There would thus be the opportunity afforded of periodical revision 
and that separately for each district. It might be enacted that from every Commission thus 
periodically issued, there should be omitted the name of every person known to have been 
culpably lax or remiss in, or found to be unfit for his duties; or to whom any well-founded 
objection might exist, as shown by the experience of the three preceding years. 
It is said that the Lord Chancellor never strikes a name from the magisterial list unless 

the party be convicted of crime ? Such a rule as that was introduced, I believe, by Lord 
Eldon; but it has been condemned by high authority, and it appears to me to be highly 
injudicious. A man may have been perfectly well conducted when appointed, or be may 
have been erroneouslysupposed to be so, contrary to the fact; and misconduct may be 
established against him, during his period of service, though not of a kind subjecting him to 
any conviction or trial quite sufficient to disqualify him for the position of a Judge. Now, on 
the plan suggested, every Ministry would be relieved from the invidiousness either of striking 
out names unnecessarily, or issuing a new Commission unnecessarily; but the duty, being 
imposed by law, must be exercised by the Ministry in office at the particular period in each 
case appointed. Nor would any difficulty arise by thus dividing the Colony; inasmuch as by 
enactment it could be provided that every warrant shall take effect throughout the territory 
as at present. The only restriction need be, that a Magistrate appointed for one Circuit 
District should not sit, or act in any other district. It appears to mc that a Commission for 
the whole Colony is far too unwieldy a thing, for any one period of revision to be really 
sufficient for the task of proper sifting, and too cumbrous for any one Ministry without 

compulsion to venture upon grappling with. 
By Mr. Piddingon: I wish to ask, Sir Alfred, one or two questions; more especially in 

reference to the fact that I have gathered from the preceding evidence, that you are of 
opinion that, within the last five years as great a number of gentlemen open to exception 
have been appointed to the Commission as during the preceding fourteen years of your expe-
rience. I think you state, also, that you do not see any necessity for connecting such 
objectionable appointments with the system of Responsible Government? Just so :—because 
I have known persons whom I think extremely objectionable appointed to the Magistracy 

before Responsible Government began. 
Does it come within your knowledge that a circular was addressed to the Members of the 

Assembly by the Prime Minister, upon the inauguration of Responsible Government, inviting 
the several Members to recommend gentlemen of their own districts who were in their 
opinion, fit to be appointed to the Commission? I do not know any thing as to that matter. 
I have heard, however, that at the time when a new Commission was proposed to be issued 
for the Colony, about eighteen months or two years ago, a great number of individuals, 
supposed to be capable of recommending, or to be entitled to recommend, persons as 
Magistrates, were invited to send in such recommendations. I heard that many recommen-
dations were submitted in pursuance of that invitation; and I know that an abstract was 
then made of those recommendations, in order that the names of the parties recommended, 
and of those recommending, should be submitted to the Cabinet, and each individual Minister 
be enabled to form his own opinion on the subject. The discussions in the Assembly last 
year shew that such was the course pursued. The Judges, however, were not among the 

persons applied to. 
If a circular, such as that which I have described, was sent by the Prime Minister, upon 

the first introduction of Responsible Government, to all the Members of the Assembly indis-
criminately, inviting them to pursue such a course, would you view that as likely to intro-

duce 
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duce a good or a bad system into the practice of appointment of Magistrates? If it cculd be Te Ion Sir 
reasonably expected of the representatives thus applied to, that they would recommend Kut., 
individuals irrespectively of personal partiality and political tendencies, such a system would 
be a good one; because the representatives of the several districts may be assumed to possess 

8 June, 1858. 
the confidence of the majority of the voters in those districts, and therefore to know who are 
proper persons for the office, and to be themselves trustworthy, in discharging the duty of 
recommending such persorisonly. But it does also appear to me as probable, that the gen-
tlemen so invited will recommend their own political adherents, and not those who are 
opposed to them. 
Then such a system would be likely to introduce into the Commission gentlemen who 

were recommended on account of their political partiality? I think that, so far, that system 
was a bad one. If it were possible to find persons, unconnected with or uninfluenced by 
politics, who should discharge the duty, they would of course be the persons both to recom-
mend and appoint to the Magistracy. 
But taking the whole question into consideration, you are not disposed to recommend 

such a mode of appointment 6s a judicious one? I do not think that such a course, on the 
whole, was judicious. The Bench of Magistrates in each particular locality, I think, would 
be the most competent parties to recommend, or at least to report on the eligibility of the 
persons recommended. 
Adverting to the fact stated, that in Magisterial Courts (in the majority of instanes) 

there are no checks in respect to the presence of advocates or the representatives of the press 
do you not think that consideration ought to induce the authorities who appoint Magistrates 
to be more careful, in reference to the competency and general fitness of the gentlemen 
appointed to the Commission? Of course. That opinion is implied in my previous answers. 
In a distant district, one incompetent or malicious Magistrate may, without piuctical respon-
sibility, do a large amount of mischief. But such a power does not, and I think scarcely 
ever can reside in any Judge of the Supreme Court. 
Adverting to the mode by which Magistrates are appointed to the Commission of the 

Peace in. England :—Might not a Lord Lieutenant, if he were a man of strong political views, 
recommend the appointment of gentlemen of his own party as proper persons for the 
Magistracy? I have no doubt that the Lieutenants of Counties not -only can, but do, 
recommend their own political friends in preference to others; and, on the principles 
common to mankind in general, I suppose that their Deputies not infrequently do the same. 
These tendencies, however, are largely counteracted in England by regard for personal 
reputation and honor; each Lord Lieutenant feeling himself individually responsible for 
every reeonimendation,—and there being also a certain amount of pride in having the 
Magistrates of his county on a- par with those of other counties. An intelligent yeoman of 
Somersetshire, or of Devon, will refer with exactly that feeling to the leading men, and 
among these to the Magistracy of his own county, as equal or superior to those of any other 
county; and he would not hesitate to express publicly his opinion of an improper appoint-
ment, as disgraceful to the county. 
Although the practice does exist in England, imposing upon the Lord Lieutenant the 

duty of recommending gentlemen to the Magistracy, the Lord Chancellor is the officer who 
really appoints, I think you stated? Yes. - 
Would not the Judges of the Supreme Court possess as much local knowledge of persons, 

and their fitnes for the place, as the Lord Chancellor; who, as the Equity Judge, does not 
go on circuit? Personally, the Judges who travel into the several counties have better 
opportunities than the Lord Chancellor has. But in point of faet in England there exists, 
in the Lord Lieutenant, a known and undivided responsibility for the recommendation of 
Magistrates; and the party recommending, however great his bias as a politician may be, has 
a deep personal stake in the county—and is likely, even for his own sake, to recommend both 
honestly and intelligently. 
I think, Sir, you have stated that, if a functionary such as a Minister of Justice existed in 

this Colony, he would would be a person to whom the duty of recommending gentlemen to 
the Commission might be safely entrusted? I think that one person, such as a Minister of 
Justice, whether you call him Chancellor or by any other name, would constitute a better 
department than a Bench of three or four Judges; but my difficulty is, that both in the one 
case and in the other sufficient means would not exist of personal knowledge, or of referring 
to -responsible parties who do possess that knowledge. You may nominate the Local Bench 
for the latter purpose however; and if you had one Minister of Justice you could advan- 
tageously substitute him for the Ministry. - 
Would you recommend the right of appointment to be vested in a Minister of Justice 

if he were a Political Minister? I think that such an officer should hold office during good 
behaviour; as it is contemplated that the Minister of Justice shall do in England. I think, 
however, for the reasons already given, that one Political Minister for such a duty is better - 
than five Political Ministers. My opinion is altogether in favor of separate and single responsi-
bility, wherever attainable. 
Upon that principle, Sir Alfred, would you conceive that the Attorney General for the 

time being is a suitable person, notwithstanding his political character, to recommend 
gentlemen to the Commission? I would rather have the Attorney General for the time 
being alone, or the Colonial Secretary for the time being alone, than I would have jointly 
them and their colleagues. I should like to be able to place the finger upon some one 
individual, as the person who had appointed a disreputable or unfit Magistrate—whereas now - 
the responsibility of each appointment is shared among five; and even these probably do not 
'know who was the party recommending. Not the Ministry only, however, but the public at - 
large, should know on whom the responsibility of recommending rested. 
59.- You prefer the responsibility of one individual, to the responsibility of many? In all 
tich eases I do. - 

278—G 60. 



126 
22 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE TE 

The Hon. Sir 60. But apart from the degree of responsibility, and the difficulty of dividing it, or fixing it, 
A.Stephen, do you recommend the Attorney General as a suitable person, notwithstanding his political 

character, to he entrusted with the appointment of Magistrates? I am not quite sure that I 
understand the purport of the question. 

S JUJIC, isoS. 61. The object is in reference to the possibility of improving the character of the Magistracy: 
and I would wish to gather from you an opinion, in reference to that object; whether the 
character of a Responsible Minister under Besponsible. Government—whether he be called 
Attorney General or Colonial Secretary—would make him an undesirable person in that 
character to appoint to the Magistracy, or a desirable person ? I think that the appoint-
ments to the Magistracy should

'
if possible, devolve exclusively upon a person, or upon per-

sons, whose continuance in office is independent of political considerations. 
But you feel adverse to deprive the Crown, or the Advisers of the Crown, of the right of 

appointment, I think? The Executive ought to be responsible, I conceive, for appointments 
to the Magistracy, as well as for other appointments; so long as the system continues what it 
is. But if you have one Minister of Justice, who alone shall appoint, the public will under- 
stand the change and the reason of it; and if, in addition, you-have some responsible person, 
or body of persons, to recommend men as fit for the Magistraey, the public in like manner 
will know the parties responsible in each case. 

In reference to the appointment of Magistrates in this country—have you ever given your 
attention to the system upon which the High Sheriffs of Counties in England are recommended 
and appointed? I have not. But the High Sheriff of a County, or an individual likely to 
be appointed High Sheriff, is far more likely to be known to the Judges in England, than 
the several magistrates can be here. The Sheriff moreover, on every circuit in England 
entertains the Judges, inviting the Magistracy and others to meet them ; and the Judges 
become thus p&rsonally acquainted with the leading gentlemen of the eounty.  
Have not the Judges of the Supreme Court an equal opportunity of being brought into 

personal communication with the various gentlemen of their respective circuits? The Judges 
have the opportunity, on circuit., of seeing a few of the Magistrates on the Bench, but have 
rarely opportunities there of communicating with them; and the Judges usually invite the 
Magistracy, or some of them, to their own lodgings to dinner, that they may have the 
advantage of cultivating or acquiring a personal acquaintance. But the Judges have not the 
responsibility of any one individual, to recommend persons not being already Magistrates. 
The opportunities of association, however, with the Magistrates who. are good enough to 
accept such invitations, are perhaps as great, so far, as those enjoyed in England. 

Is it not the practice, Sir Alfred, in England, for the Judges to be entertained by 
Magistrates simply in that capacity? I believe that the only person who officially entertains 
the Judges on the circuit is the High Sheriff, or the Lord Lieutenant. And obviously, so 
far as the opportunity of association between the Judges and the Sheriff goes, it cannot 
commence until the individual is appointed High Sheriff. I take for granted, that i Judge 
on circuit visits without restraint his private friends. But a Magistrate, I presume., would 
not ask a Judge to dinner unless lie were previously acquainted with him. 
In. reference to the appointment of High Sheriffs—do not the Judges of England propose 

the names of three gentlemen connected with the various counties as fit persons to hold that 
high office? Without refreshing ny themory, I cannot state with accuracy the course 
pursued. The Judges, I believe, send in three names for each county, at a stated period; 
and the selection from these is called " pricking the Sheriffs," because it used to be anciently 
done with a pin. 

You think the means of information in this country, notwithstanding the comiarative 
smallness of the population, is not sufficient to afford the Judges an opportunity of recoin-
thending a sufficient number of persons to the Crown? I think that population being in 
England so much more concentrated, and the means of information much more numerous 
:and accessible, the Judges in England are better able to select Magistrates than a Judge is 
here. I think, however, that even in England a Judge would, without assistance from others, 
he extremely puzzled to select the Magistracy. There is comparatively little difficulty in 
auggesting two or three persons as eligible for the office of Sheriff, and perhaps the Judge 
could almost as easily suggest half-a-dozen ; but even these, I think, it will be found are 
suggested to the Judge himself, by those in the county on whose responsibility he feels that 
be can rely—such as probably the Sheriff then in office, or the Lord Lieutenant, or some 
personal friends or friend in the county.. - 
As I understood your plan, Sir Alfred—the dividing the country into four districts, and 

issuing a new Commission every year, and leaving the appointments in the hands of the 
Responsible Ministers :—if that be the plan proposed—would it not be open to the objection 
that such a plan is a mode of indirect election of Magistrates? My answer is, that it can be 
no more an indirect election of Magistrates than the present system is. It is no plan for 
transferring the power, or the recommendation, but merely for dividing the Colony for the 
purpose of more careful and minute examination, and sifting of names—on the simple.prineiple 
that to deal with sixty names, and the pretensions of sixty persons, is easier and less danger- 
ous than were the number two hundred and forty. This plan will also compel a periodical 
revision, and make it very difficult for individuals efficaciously to recommend improper per-
sons; because when the time comes for appointing their friends, another Ministry may be in 
power; or, if the recommendation be at the exact period for a new Commission, more public 
attention will be invited to the occasion, and therefore to each new name. 
.69. It would restrict the Magistrates, in their right to adjudicate, to their own district, I 
think? Yes. But in nay opinion that is desirable; and it is the system in England. A 

T
.utleman appointed Co the Goulburn Circuit District for instance could not act out of that 
sriet. 
70. By )hui.. Forster: I think, Sir Alfred, you stated your opinion that certain general 
causes, which are common to all modes of Parliamentary Government, affected or impaired 

the 
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the efficiency of the Magistrates of this Colony? I do not-know that -I can trace altogether The Hon. Sir 
to political partialities, in point of fact, the appointment of any one individual. This is A.Stephen, 
matter merely of opinion, perhaps; but I speak of the tendencies of the human mind. 
But still, that certain evil influences, more or less, have not decreased siiice Responsible  

Government came into operation ? On the contrary, I think that they have increased:— 8 June 1858. 
and the probability of political partialitics influencing appointments to the Bench is violent. 

And, I think, you also stated that you have not found the same causes operate, so as to 
impair the efficiency of the Police Magistrates? I think that the same causes will also 
operate there :—but the appointment itself is so much more strietly.judicial, the individual's 
life becomes to a large extent so judicial in character, that whatever may have been the 
tendencies which led to the appointment they would become almost inoperative. If, moreover, 
such an officer be incompetent, or of discreditable character, the impropriety of the appoint-
ment is notorious, and is little likely to be screened from observation, or to obtain sympathy. 

Then you think the same principle in some degree protects the Police Magistrate from those 
causes which operate to impair the efficiency of the unpaid Magistrates, to some extent? I 
do not suggest, observe, that political tendencies-operate on the minds of unpaid Magistrates. 
My opinion is, merely,_._ 
7-4. That inferior appointments are made, in consequence of those political influences acting? 
I think so, certainly. 

But you think it does not generally act so strongly in the case of Police Magistrates? I 
think not. But, even if it did, the particular individual appointed,—acting as he generally 
does alone, and on his own responsibility,—ccascs after a year or two to remember the 
influences which led to his appointment. The responsibility, moreover, of appointing a 
single Police Magistrate is necessarily felt to be something seriouS ;-not at all like that of 
introducing sundi'y names, here and there, by way of compliment, into a crowded list, in a 
general Commission. 

Then do I understand you that in the one case there is an easier mode of enforcing 
direct responsibility than in 'the other :—that that is the cause of one being a better class of 
men than the other? I think that there have been instances of injudicious appointments 
to the office of Police Magistrate: but I have explained why, as I think, such appointments 
are more likely to be the reverse. - 

But supposing on the whole the Police Magistrates to be generally a better class—does 
not that lead to the inference that one mode of correcting the evils complained of would be 
the extension of Police - Magistrates throughout the country? I think that if there -were a 
Police Magistrate on every Bench, justice would probably be bettr a6miDistered, than it is 
likely to be on a Bench where there was no POlice.Magistrate - I think so ehifly because 
I conceive that—supposing all other things to be equal, he who-acts on not merely undivided 
responsibility, but a responsibility which is practical, and that affects his nieas of livelihood, 
and moreover who makes the magisteria-1 office his study and daily duty, must be the most 
efficient an4 useful person in that offiCe. 

B.'j the U1airman: Supposing those appointments were cxtnded more generally, might 
not the local knowledge of the Magistrates themselves be made available -to furnish the 
Government with information which would bear upon the subject in appointing other Magis- 
trates—unpaidMagistrates? Exactly so. If you require a recommendation from each 
Bench, the Police Magistrate will participate in their deliberations. 
In that case might not a -combination of the two systems—that is, of the paid Police 

Magistrates, scattered throughout the country, acting with the unpaid Magistrate',—operate 
beneficially? Yes; I think that it would. I believe, in fact, that such is the present system. 
The Police Magistrates indeed do not always sit alone, even when taking on themselves the 
larger share of the responsibility or the labour. 

B1 Mr. Fwster: In parts of the country where Police Magistrates have not been 
appointed, owing to the distance, should not you say that there they are as much required 
as anywhere? - I conceive that Police Magistrates are, as a general rule, more required in 
remote localities than they are in thickly populated towns—much more. In Sydney, for 
instance, if a roster for due attendance could be enforced, you might more easily dispense 
with a Police Magistrate, than in some of the distant districts. There is a large body of 
unpaid Magistrates, also, around G-oulburn and Bathurst. But, in several districts, you .may 
travel thirty miles without finding one Magistrate; and in some districts a Bench is holden, 
I understand, once a fornight only. 

You are altogether opposed to the principle of popular election to the Magistracy? Yes; - 
decidedly. - 

In admitlinig such a principle, would you not consider that there would be great danger—
once admitting it—that it might be extended to the higher .Judges—to higher Courts? I 
have airead intimated so much. I think such a system bad in principle. Ifood for 
Magistrates, I do not know why it should not extend to Judges of the Supreme Court; and 
the result, I feai, would be fatal etc long to the character of the Bench, In proportion as a 
man shall have made himself acceptable to the mass of the community, so will be be more 
or less likely to be elected a Judge. His judicial qualifications they would have little means 
of knowing. 

I will ask leave here - to add one recommendation, on a subject closely connected, 
indirectly, if not directly, with the subject under inquiry. It is this :—that the administra- 
tion of justice by Magistrates generally would be much improved, or, at the least, facilitated 
and expedited, were more attention paid to the appointment of Clerks of the Bench. In 
very many instances, the assistance of an adequately educated clerk would be found almost 
invaluable. Mistakes fallen into by Magistrates are very frequently mistakes of form, or 
mistakes on technical points, or arising from unacquaintance with certain requisites; from most 
of which errors a properly instructed Clerk of the Bench would guard them. I recommended, 
some years ago, to the Government, that no such clerk should be appointed, or at least be 

allowed 
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The Hon. Sir allowed to enter on hit duties, without passing an examination (which need not be of a very 
A. Stephen, 
Knt., 

rigorous kind) before a competent board. He ought to be examined in Sir John Jervis' Acts, 
and otherwise, as to the mode of procedure in magisterial cases; and should be expected to 

8 June, 1858. 
possess some general acquaintance with the more simple and general rules of evidence, of which 
Nagistrates are too commonly ignorant. In England the Clerks of the several Benches are 
almost inrarkibly professional men. They are allowed private practice, and the fact of holding 
the appointment is at once a certificate of character and a recommendation to business. A 
considerable portion of the smaller matters at the Police Offices in London is practically 

- transacted by the clerks; and, in the country, their advice and legal knowledge, in cases of 
the greatest importance, are often found to be quite indispensable. 

MEMORANDUM. 

The Chief Justice desires to supplement his oral examination by the following obser 
vations :—He wishes so far to qualify his recommendation of a paid Magistracy, as to observe 
that there are political and constitutional considerations, which he thought himself not 
called upon to discuss, of a strongly opposing tendency; or at least highly favorable to the 
combined existence of the body of unpaid and independent Justices, notwithstanding any 
multiplication of paid functionaries. His Honor also wishes to add to his answers respecting 
the selection of Sheriffs, that by statute certain of the Cabinet are associated with the Judges, 
in the duty of selecting the three names for each county, to be submitted to the Sovereign—
the Judges and Officers so associated being first sworn, to present such names only as they 
shall believe to be those of the fittest persons. 

}TTEDHESDAY 9 JU1\TI 1858. 

pent :— 
Mn. PIDDINGTON, MR. MURRAY, 
Ma. PARKES, Mu. LEE, 

Mit. PORSTER. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN TUE CHAnI. 

His Honor Mr. Justice Dickinson called in and examined 

His Honor 1. By the Chairman : You are one of the Judges of the Supreme Court? I am. 
Mr. Justice 2. How long have you been in that position? Almost fourteen years. 
Dickinson. 3. And of course have had many opportunities of observing the state of the Magistracy of 

the Colony? The proceedings of the Maistracy in those matters which have come before 
9 June, 18t8. the Court 

Do you think the Magistracy as a body admit of improvement or not? I have no means 
of answering that question; but from what I have seen of the proceedings of the Magistracy 
in the Court, during the fourteen years I have sat in it, I think upon the whole that the  

business is done very well. 
Has it come to your knowledge that there are any objectionable persons in the Commission 

of the Peace? No; I have no knowledge of the matter. 
Do you think it would be desirable that the Commission of the Peace should be' subject 

to periodical revision? I have not considered that question at all, but I think it might not 
be undesirable,—once in six or-seven years perhaps. 
That is to say, on general principles, without any reference at all to the gentlemen 

composing the Bench? It so happens that my acquaintance is not very extensive. 
We wish to make the inquiry general—not at all adverting to particular cases? I 

should think upon general principles it might be so. 
Could you suggest any mode of effecting such a mode of periodical revision? No, that. 

point has not occurred to me, and I really am not in a position to do so. 
It has been brought under the notice of the Committee, that there are great objections-

now to the mode in which appointments are made, in consequence of the influences which 
are brought to bear upon the Ministers of the day, in the way of parliamentary or party 
support—that their friends press upon them the appointment of objectionable persons which 
they, from the peculiar position in which they are placed in Parliament, and also during 
elections, are unable to resist; and that this has led in some instances to very objectionable 
appointits. Do you think it desirable that we should still adhere to that plan of vesting 
those appointments in the i\Iinisters of the Crown or the Governmenkof the day? I think so; 
it is in accordance with my notions of constitutional government, that the appointment of 
magistrates should be vested in the Executive. 

What is the course in England, in reference to the appointment of magistrates? The 
course is that the Lord Lieutenant  of the County recommends to the Lord Chancellor, which 
recommendation is almost always attended to as a matter of course. There was an instance some 
years ago—somewhere about 1841 or 1842—in which a Mr. Paget, a gentleman of very great 
respectability, in Leicestershire, but in politics in opposition to the Lord Lieutenant of the 
County—the Duke of Newcastle applied (or his friends applied) to the Duke to nominate him. 
The Duke declined to nominate him, and application was made to the Lord Chancellor in 
person, who appointed him. Thereupon the Duke of Newcastle wrote a very intemperate 
letter to the Lord Chancellor, for which the Lord Chancellor deprived him of his Lord 
Lieutenancy. The appointment is formally made by the Lord Chancellor, but virtually by 
the Lord Lieutenant of the County, doubtless acting upon the suggestions of the body of 
magistrates of his county. 
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The appointment is made by the Crown on the recommendation of the Lord ChauceUor, His Honor:' 
to whom recommendations are made by the Lord Lieutenant of the County? The Crown, Mr. Justicn 
by the advice of the Lord Chancellor, makes the appointments upon the recommendation of Dickinson. 
the Lord Lieutenant of the County. 
But in this Colony it appears that the Government makes the appointment without any 9 June, 1858. 

recommendation by any functionary? There is one general Commission of the whole 
Colony, instead of, as in England, a Commission for particular counties, and there is no such 
officer here as Lord Lieutenant coming in,  between the Crown and the magistracy. 
Would you think it desirable to adopt any such plan in this Colony so far as we could in 

regard to particular counties or particular districts? I think it might be a desirable thing 
that the Crown should not appoint, unless upon the recommendation of some of the general 
body of the magistrates in the district. I suggest them because I know that they have a 
great deal to do with the recommendations of the Lords Lieutenant of the Counties in England, 
and there are no such persons as Lords Lieutenant here. 
Are you aware at all whether the recommendation of Members of Parliament is sought 

for in England? I am not aware at all; I never heard. The recommendations of Members 
of Parliament are sought for ministerially, as a matter of course, and it is one of the modes 
by which Governments gain their adherents, or keep them, in the House of Commons—that 
is, recommendations with regard to 'offices of profit. I never heard of such recommendations 
being sought for in the case of county magistrates; I should think not, because all interest 
there must be made with the Lord Lieutenant of the County,  
But the peculiar position in which country gentlemen are placed in this Colony must, 

I think, create a marked distinction between them and the country gentlemen in England? 
I am not sufficiently acquainted with the country gentlemen here to say, but I should have 
thought they had here the same analagous position that they had in England. 
I presume a number of magistrates have from time to time been sworn in before you? 

Yes. 
Have you ever been struck with the deficiencies of any in point of education, by the 

manner in which they read the oaths? I have on several occasions—not in a great many, 
but on several occasions—and I think more so lately than formerly. I think twice I have 
heard a gentleman reading the oath in an intonation of voice which did not seem to be that 
of an educated man, and say "the form of the statue in such cases made and provided," 
instead of, "the form of the statute in such cases made and provided." Then, I have seen 
also gentlemen come to take the oath as magistrates, who, from their appearance, evidently 
had been in much humbler circumstances, but whose demeanour evinced considerable intelhi. 
gence and respectability. But I have seen gentlemen of the class you have mentioned, whose 
whole demeanour betokened inferiority. 
But such cases as those would be very unlikely to occur in England? Very unlikely. 
Nevertheless they do occur here? They occur here, and occasionally in England, but 

not very often. But in England, persons who rise from business of any kind, and make their 
independence—as great numbers do who go into the country, and get together a property— 
they very soon, if they possess conciliatory manners, and if they wish it, get into the Com-
mission of the Peace. There is this distinction, it strikes me, between the position of 
magistrates in England and that of the magistrates in this Colony; there, the proceedings 
of the Police Courts are watched by an intelligent public, and generally by professional 
people, wherever there is a paid magistrate; but I do not think they often are here before 
country magistrates, unless in a ease of murder, or of great public interest. 
Not in Petty Sessions? I think not, judging from the newspapers. I never saw the 

,cases reported, but they may be, for aught I know, in the country newspapers. 
It is obviously desirable that objectionable appointments—appointments objectionable 

from deficiency of education, or any other cause—should be avoided? Oh! undoubtedly it is 
advantageous to the public. To take any other course would be lowering the dignity of the 
individuals who have already came forth to be appointed. 
And tends to destroy the confidence which the under classes of society have in the 

administration of justice ? In certain cases. 
No moral effects are injurious? IJnquestionably. 
Could you suggest to the Committee any mode whereby a recurrence of such appoint-

ments can be guarded against? The only mode which occurs to me at present is one which 
I ventured to suggest to -a commission, of which I was a member some ten years ago, (it was 
rather laughed at at the time,) which was this :—That no person should be appointed to the 
Commission of the Peace unless he had been at a Solicitor's or Barrister's chambers twelve 
months, and could produce a certificate to that effect,—having studied the law. 
But the vocations in which men in the country are engaged would prove an insuperable 

bar? Yes; thatwas pointed out to me at the time. 
What would you think of this 'that has been suggested to the Committee:—That the 

appointments should be dependant upon a recommendation from the Judges? I think it is 
highly objectionable. In the first place it would be very hard upon the Judges to begin 
with. It would be a very invidious office to be continually declining, as they might have to 
do, the names of gentlemen, and to recommend gentlemen. Secondly, it would take up a 
great deal of time if they discharged their duties properly, inquiring into the antecedents 
and respectability of individuals. It is a matter entirely foreign to their office, and a duty 
which they never contemplated fulfilling when they accepted the offices they hold. 
You think the Judges, then, could not easily ascertain the information which it would be 

desirable to have? Oh! I think, with great difficulty. We should have to write letters to 
all parts of the country, and perhaps we might obtain information by means of letters 
begging that the name might not be mentioned, and we might be placed in a situation of 
deciding against the qualifications of particular gentlemen, without giving them an opportunity 
of being heard. 

278—H - 29. 
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His Honor 29. Still, of course, it is very desirable that the due administration of justice should be 
M. Justice provided for in the minor courts of the Colony? Unc1uestionably. 
Dickinson. 30. The poor man is entitled to have every protection given to him? Undoubtedly he is. 

And the ensuring of that protection heightens the tone of the man's own character ? 
9 June, 1858. Of course. 

Then do you think that that object might be carried out by a more general appointment 
of Police Magistrates—paid functionaries? Yes; I think a paid functionary in every town-
ship, where a sufficiently large community existed, would be highly desirable. 
In every township where Courts of Petty Sessions were held? Yes. 
And that he should be well acquainted with the law? So well acquainted that, I think, 

he ought not to be appointed unless he underwent some kind of test. 
The difficulties, then, that are to some extent complained of, might be obviated by that 

course ? I think so, because he would be a great assistance to other magistrates, and if the 
person appointed possessed sufficient qualifications, lie might be a good example to gentlemen 
of inferior attainments—that is to say, of inferior legal attainments. 
It has been suggested to the Committee that the Commission of the Peace should be 

subject to periodical revision in this way :—that an Act should be passed, rendering it 
imperative on the Government, for the time being, to issue a new Commission every three 
yeaTs for the different districts of the Colony, and that each Commission should be subjected, 
in the first instance, to the approval of the Judges. Thus, for instanee, a Commission of 
the Peace should be issued for the Southern District one year, a Commission of the l'eace 
for the Western District another year, and a Commission of the Peace for the Northern 
District the third year, subject, of course, to the approval of the Judges ;—then no gentleman 
would be in the Commission of the Peace for more than three or four years, and every three 
or four years it might be purged in regard to persons who notoriously became objectionable? 
I think that would excite a great deal of unpleasant feeling throughout the whole Colony. 
There might be a great many inquisitorial proceedings going on, and persons might feel 
highly aggrieved at the uncertain tenure of their offices, and I do not think they would 
value their offices or dignity so as to carry themselves in a very dignified manner. And 
then, with regard to the appointments being subject to the approval of the Judges, I must 
confess I think it is a matter altogether foreign to the judicial office, and would tend very 
much to bring the Judges into undesirable collision with many individuals in the community. 
You think the Judges should be held quite aloof from all proceedings of this sort? I 

think so, certainly. 
And that the substantial ends of justice in the minor courts of the Colony may be 

obtained by the appointment of competent Police Magistrates in all cases? I think so. 
What would you think of such a clause as this in any Bill that may be passed on the 

subject—the second clause of the Bill :-" At the expiration of six months after the accession 
to office of each succeeding Governor, or Governor General, the Commission of every unpaid 
"Justice of the Peace in force at the time of such accession, shall cease and determine." 
Periodical revision seems a very desirable object, because it is in evidence before us—
although the names are not mentioned—that certain parties, who are notorious drunkards, 
have been seen from time to time reeling about the streets, are still in the Commission of the 
Peace, and have been for years? Well, I think it would be more desirable to have a distinct 
proceeding against every such individual, and then and there to cashier him, if necessary, 
without subjecting the whole Commission to revision, and thereby diminishing their tenure 
of office, and, in fact making the office rather an undignified one, I think. 
Has it come under your particular notice that gentlemen fully qualified by position and 

attainments rather avoid it than seek it at present ? It has not; I have never heard it 

mentioned. 
By Mi'. Piddingtoiz: If gentlemen in this country are proposed as fit persons to hold 

the office of magistrate, chiefly on account of their political support rendered to a Member of 
the Assembly, do you think that such recommendations as those ought to be attended to by 
the Executive ? I think the Executive never should appoint any person, by whomsoever 
recmmmended, unless they have taken some pains to find out whether he was a proper person. 
Having ascertained that, or having probable reason to suppose so, I think the particular 
quarter from which the recommendation comes should not affect the appointment itself; and, 
moreover, looking at the thing fairly in the face, it is unavoidable in the nature of Govern- 
ment. Persons in the position of legislators have certain influences upon Ministers, and their 
constituents would naturally seek their assistance. They could hardly look to anybody so 
properly, I think, as their representatives. 
Do you think it desirable that anything like political colour of east should be introduced 

into the appointment of magistrates ? I do not clearly understand your meaning. 
If the appointment of magistrates depends upon Members of the Assembly, would not 

such a mode of appointment necessarily tend to introduce to the magistracy gentlemen of a 
political cast ? Every man has political views and feelings of some kind, and considering 
that here there is a frequent change of Ministry—considering we have a change of Ministers 
somewhere about every three years in England, and a change, on an average, every year 
here, and that there will be, probably, for some time to come—one set of politicians will 
counter-balance another set, probably. 
If you will excuse me, you made use of the words "depends upon the recommendations 
of the Legislature." I presume you did not intend exclusively upon their recoinmenda-
tion? I do not precisely understand you. 
If a practice has grown up in this country in reference to the recommendation of 

magistrates that tends to make a recommendation from a political adherent of the 1\linisters 
the chief ground upon which a gentleman is appointed, would you consider that a desirable 
plan upon which magistrates should be appointed? No. It should certainly not be the 
chief ground, but I think it is a fair ground if the Ministry find, upon inquiry, that the 

gentleman 
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gentleman recommended is a proper person. It is one mode in which the people at large His Honor 
would be appointing the magistrates, the appointments being made an the recommendation 
of their own representatives, by the Ministers who, by the representatives of the people, are 
allowed to conduct the affairs of the State. 

But under Responsible Government a community is generally divided into two parties, 9 June, iSu 8. 

one party supporting the Ministrs for the time being, and one in opposition—is it not likely, 
if Members of the Assembly recommended gentlemen to the appointment, that the Ministers 
will look with more favor upon the recommendation of one of their own supporters than 
upon the recommendation of one of their political opponents? As a matter of course; 
undoubtedly. 
I think you referred to the case of an English magistrate—Mr. Paget—who was refused 

the appointment to the Commission by the Lord Lieutenant of the County, on account of his 
political predilections? Yes. 
And I think  you stated that the Lord Chancellor ecrcised his authority by appointing 

that gentleman without reference ,to the refusai of the Lord Lieutenant? He did so. 
Those•fact.s are facts showing that it is considered in England that political predilections 

ought not to be the test of the appointment of magistrates? Oh yes, or rather that political 
predilections should he no bar to the appointment of a magistrate. 
Do you think there is any very great objection to a plan propounded by His Honor the 

Chief Justice to the Committee, which plan appeared to be one intended to divide the Colony 
into three or four districts, and to make it necessary that a periodical Commission of the 
Peace should issue, say at an interval of two or three years? I see no objection to the 
division of the Colony into districts, analagous to the division of England into counties, and 
having a particular body to act in each district as magistrates for each county; but, for the 
reasons I have stated, I think it is undesirable that there should be a frequent revision of the 
list with a view o turn out persons in the Commission. I think the proper plan would be, 
when an individual has been guilty of any particular act, to deal with him in his own ease, 
without implicating the rest of the body in his delinquency. 

Do you think the same objection would be tenable against a proposition to issue a 
Commission with the advent of every new Governor? I think it would, because the general 
term of a Governor is six years, and no magistrate would feel that be had obtained his 
dignity and station in society for any secure tenure. 

By Mr. Lee: I think I understand you to say that it was your opinion that Police 
Magistrates should be appointed to the country districts in particular? Yes, sir. 

Do you think it would not be advisable for the Benches of Magistrates to approve of any 
person applying to be put on the Commission of the Peace? I think it is highly desirable 
that the Bench of Magistrates of any particular place should be consulted before an appoint-
ment is made—not to say whether they approve of him or not, -but whether they can assign 
any reason against his appointment. 

By jif;. Pbrster: I think you iutimated that whatever evils had occurred in practice, 
you would be unwilling in any way to approve of any changes which would affect the general 
principle that the Executive Government is responsible for all these appointments? Yes. 
You would not wish to divest them in any way of that undivided responsibility? 

Certainly not. 
I think you stated also, that you considered that the general appointment of Police 

Magistrates throughout the territory would, to a great extent, obviate almost all the evils 
complained of, since the introduction of Responsible Government in this country, that is, so 
far as the character of the magistracy is concerned? Without giving an answer as to the 
particular time—since the advent of Responsible Government—it is my opinion if there was 
a Police Magistrate appointed everywhere, where there was a Bench of Magistrates, it would 
be a great advantage to the districts, provid'ed the person appointed was a gentleman of legal 
attainments. Being a person of legal attainments, and having gone through a course of 
education, pro tan to, whatever his mind may have been, he would improve, and be of great 
assistance to the magistrates of the district. He would shew them how the business ought to 
be conducted, and by acting along with them, and they with him, the Bench would be 
improved. 

You consider, then, that a Police Magistrate ought to be superior in point of example 
and authority to the other magistrates; but I do not understand whether you say you would 
confer any extra powers upon him by law? Oh! certainly not. 

I-Ic should be equal? They should be equal. 
But he should, by his example and the authority he possesss—he should in that respect 

have a virtual superiority over the other magistrates? My opinion is, that if a person of 
legal education was appointed, he would be much more likely than others to conduct 
the business efficiently and expeditiously, and being n paid magistrate, as he ought to be, 
he would in a short time, by attention, attain facility in the despatch of business ; and 
the result of that example on the magistrates, I think, would be to enhance the efficiency of 
the whole Bench. 

Are you not of opinion that the appointment of Police Magistrates would be desirable 
from economical considerations? Looking at the surface of the thing, I look upon the 
appointment of Police Magistrates as adding so much to the expenses of the country. 

In that case, I take it that your opinion as regards the general question before us is, that 
the evils we complain of will in some degree correct themselves, and may also be corrected 
by the general appointment of Police Magistrates? I think so. 

You do not then come to the conclusion that any alteration of the statute law is 
necessary? I think not. - • 

I think I understood you to say, with regard to those propositions that have been placed 
before you as to the continual revision or the periodical revision of the magistraey—I think 
I understood your opinion to be, that a magistrate once appointed ought to be somewhat in 

the 
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his Honor the position of a Judge—that he ought to hold office during good behaviour, and not be 
AIX.ustce dismissed on a mere reviion? Not for the purpose of convenience. I think you cannot 

make the dignity too important an one. 
9 June 1858 61. At the same time, you are of opinion, are you not, that a certain number of unpaid 

magistrates would be necessary in every district to act with the Police Magistrate and to be a 
check upon him? Yes. 
To act almost like a jury? Why, they will always have an equal voice; it is highly 

desirable that there should be a Bench of unpaid magistrates along with those paid. 
functionaries. 
Would they not generally act as .a jury in reference to the Police Magistrate? Yes, 

generally, if they had confidence in him, (and it is supposed that the Government would not 
appoint any but competent men,) and if he was a competent man, he would shew his 
superiority to them in points of law, and necessarily acquire their confidence. 
Supposing a certain number of unpaid magistrates are necessary in every district, do we 

not arrive at the conclusion that it would be injudicious to take too high an order of 
education—that we must content ourselves with respectability and moral character, provided 
we cannot get these highly-educated men in the particular locality to which the case might 
refer? I think so. I think a man, shrewd, of common sense and good character, may be a 
very good magistrate though he is uneducated. I will mention an instance :—One of the 
best magistrates of the City of London is Alderman Humphrey, and he is a very uneducated 
man; he speaks awfully bad grammar, but he is an admirable magistrate. Sir Peter Laurie 
is a keen magistrate, but altogether an uneducated man. 
But you would infer that a certain character as to respectability and moral character 

ought always to be insisted upon? Certainly. 
But not too high an order of education? Certainly not. 
With regard to another proposition that I think Sir Alfred Stephen placed before the 

Committee; that is, the proposition to divide the Colony into different jurisdictions—four or 
five—are you of opinion that it is more convenient that magistrates should have jurisdiction 
over the entire territory, than that it should be confined to certain districts? I have not 
considered that question at all; but the old system seems to have worked so successfully in 
England for a long time, that I think it would be better to pursue the English system. 
Although the magistrate's jurisdiction is confined to his own district, it can be referred, if 
necessary, to another district. 
Has it come to your knowledge that any difficulties have occurred which would he 

obviated by the other system? I cannot say that such difficulties have occurred to my 
mind. I think the difficulties cannot exist, because every magistrate is really, virtually, 
acting for his own district. 
Has it not occurred to you that it might rather be a convenience—considering the 

circumstances of the Colony, and the difficulty which sometimes exists in the transfer of 
warrants from one district to another—to retain jurisdiction over the entire territory? I 
have not given consideration to the matter; it has never been presented to my mind. 
Supposing the convenience should be admitted, would you say there are any other 

cogent reasons the other way? No, certainly not. 
By the Chairman: What would you think of the appointment of a MiniSter of Justice 

in the Colony? I think it would be highly advantageous. 
Do you think appointments to the Commission of the Peace might depend upon his 

!ecommendation? I think they should depend upon his nomination to his brother ministers. 
You are in favor of such an appointment? I think it would be a very great improvement. 

John Hubert Plunkett, Esq., Q. C., called in and examined :- 

J.Ti.Plunkett, 1. By the Chairman: You were Attorney General of this Colony for a very long time? Yes 
Es., Q.O. 2. How many years? I received my appointment as Solicitor General in October, 1831, 

and continued in that office until March, 1836, when I received the appointment of Attorney 
9 June, 1858. General—and I held the latter office until two years ago; when, on the introduction of 

Responsible Government, I resigned, and was released from office. 
During that period, of course, you have had many opportunities of observing the general 

state of the magistracy of the Colony? Yes; for many years it was peculiarly under my 
control, so far as recommending and advising the Governor with respect to appointments, 
and considering myself responsible for those made under my advice. However, my responsi-
bility ceased about the year 1840, as well as I can recollect, when Sir George Gipps took the 
matter into his own hands, and appointed without any interference or even advice of mine. 
He made the appointments himself? Yes; and I don't know how information was received 

after that with a view to filling up the magistracy. 
The appointments in the first instance were made on your own recommendation and 
uhject to your advice? Sir Richard Bourke considered it was necessary that some one 
officer should be responsible, in order that it should be his business to make inquiries, and 
then to report to the Governor and recommend. Something in analogy to the manner in 
which recommendations are made in the mother country; first through the Lord Lieutenant 
or Custos Rotulorum of the County to the Lord Chancellor, who is the responsible Government 
officer ultimately to make the appointment. As well as I recollect, it was by way of analogy 
to that state, of things that Sir Richard Bourke thought it desirable to lay down that course 
for himself. 
That was in accordance with the usage in England? Yes, and in Ireland as well. 
Did you consider yourself responsible for the appointments made during his administration 

after this arrangement was come to? Yes. 
S. And how did you satisfy yourself as to the eligibility of parties? Why, at that time it 

was 



133 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OT TUE MAGISTIIACY. 29 

was much easier to ascertain the number of persons that were fit for the magistracy throughout J.H.Plunkett, 
the country than since it became more extensive, and during the time the responsibility was Esq., Q.O. 
thrown upon me I took care to make every inquiry that it was possible to make to satisfy 
myself as to the fitness of the individual for the Bench before I made the recommendation, P June, 1858. 
and I felt no great difficulty in doing so. I also thought it my duty to make recom-
mendations where I thought the Bench required some fresh blood. I have recommended 
gentlemen who were not very palatable to some Benches at that particular time; but I never 
saw reason afterwards to regret having recommended them. I recollect two gentlemen par-
ticularly ; one is now a Member of the Council, and has always been a Member of the Legis. 
lature since its firstestablishment, and one wasformerly a Meniberof ihefirst Legislature; both 
of whom were put into the Commission of the Peace on my recommendations, and some 
members of the Benches respectively which they afterwards formed a part of, were so angry 

at their appointment, that they threatened not to sit with them ; however, the threat was not 
carried into effect, and such appointments I believe afterwards were acknowledged to be 
useful and satisfactory, evea by those who were hostile to them at first. 
Have you ever had any reason to question the propriety or expediency of the principle 

that then prevailed ? I think the general principle that prevailed then was a very sound 
one—that is, throwing the responsibiity on some one officer, whom the public could point to 
as the person responsible for the state of the magistracy. 

Who is responsible now ? No one in particular, that I am aware of. 
By ill,. Forstei.: No individual ? No individual. I may state, that after I was relieved 

from the responsibility by Sir George Gipps, (which I had no objection to, because it eased 
me of a very serious responsibility,) I was anxious to make it generally known that 1 was so 
relieved, because, as many appointments were made that I could not account for, I thought it 
right that I should not be answerable for either good or bad appointments with which I had 
nothiig to do. The appointments continued to be made by the Governor without my privity, 
until a year or two after Sir Charles Fitz Roy came here, and then, on the issuing of a general 
Commission, I recollect Sir Charles Fitz Roy (in consequence of some comments in the press, I 
think,) went through the form of consulting the Executive Council as to the lists. Tie put it 
before the Executive Council. Numerous recommendations came in, that several individuals 
should be added to the Commission, from highly respectable gentlemen—Members of the 
Legislature, and others; and, although I gave my opinion of those candidates I knew any-
thing about, there were a great many others of whom I knew nothing—neither did my 
colleagues—and I had no means of satisfying myself, as a Member of the Executive Council, 
whether they were proper persons or not. Not having any single responsibility, I did not 
feel justified in writing to any persons in the country about them, or making those par-
ticular inquiries that I not only felt I was called upon to make when the responsibility was 
upon myself officially and individually, and which I felt it was particularly my duty to make. 
And, therefore, many persons were inserted in the Commission of the Peace entirely on 
doubtful recommendations of irresponsible, and often interested persons, without any certain 
knowledge of their fitness. Some names were objected to, but afterwards inserted in the 

Commission. 
By the Chairman: Were any of the names proposed at that time, during the adminis-

tration of Sir Charles Fitz Roy, and which were objected to, nevertheless included in the 
Commission ? Some of them were left out of the general Commission issued, but afterwards 
I found some of the same names were gazetted without consulting the Council at all. 

Then, in point of fact, the decision of the Executive Council in the matter was null and 
void ? I looked upon it as a form, the use of which I did not well see. When I knew at 
the moment, in consequence of what was stated at the Council table, some fresh information 
was required, or that some decided objection was made to the individuals, which put them aside 

for the time. Then, afterwards—in a month or two, or some short time afterwards—I found 
that these persons who were set aside were put in afterwards, and, so far as I could understand, 
it was in consequence of the pressure of applications from friends of the candidates—some 
who were Members of the Legislative Council, others who were not in the Council, but who 
pressed it as a favor to themselves that their friends should be nominated. It appeared to 

me a useless form. 
Do you think, then, that in consequence of such appointments during the administration 

of Sir Charles Fitz Roy, that the character of the magistracy was impaired? I certainly 
think so. I may have peculiar, and perhaps too strict notions about the magistracy, but I 
think that no man ought to be appointed to the magistracy who is not known to be a person, 
in every respect qualified for it. I have always thought it is due to those already in the 
Commission not to appoint any man if there be any doubt about his entire fitness for it; 
therefore, I think, on account of what is due to magistrates already in the Commission, but 
more particularly what is due to the persons among whom justice is to be administered, no 
dubious appointment ought to be made; for, in the country districts more especially, the 
appointments to the magistracy more nearly come home to the great bulk of the people than 
even the appointment of the Judges of the Supreme Court, and we know one bad appoint-

ment is likely to bring discredit upon the magistracy, and to take away that confidence 
which the people ought to have in the admistratiou of justice as they see it before their eyes, 
and as it comes home to their own feelings and interests. 

Have you observed any improvement at all in the appointments since the inauguration of 
Responsible Government? I have not considered it very attentively, as I have had nothing to 
do with it; I did not make any very critical inquiry to satisfy myself, so as to speak with any 
degree of certainty about it; but I have heard that many appointments have been made which 
ought not to have been made, and which could not be accounted for in any way but the wish 
of the Ministry of the day to oblige their political friends, at the expense of the adminis-
tration of justice. I have heard such observations made, and I have reason to know there is 
such an impression in many parts of the Colony. 

218—I 16. 



134 

30 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAIEN BEFORE THE 

JiLPlunkctt, 16. Do you think, then, the magistraey as a body now commands the confidence of the great 
]sq., Q.C. mass of the people in the country districts? I think, looking to the body of the nuigistracy, 
' there are as good magistrates—men of as high qualifications for the office—in this country as 
9 June, 1858. in any part of the British Dominions; but they are now so diversified, and so many persons 

not highly, or perhaps at all, qualified for the office among them, that I do not think, 
altogether, it is calculated to command that confidence in the administration of justice that 
could be wished. In the first place, it is never certain what magistrates will sit, and it 
depends very much on the...persOns who happen to form the Bench on any particular occasion 
whether the people have confidnce in the decisions or not. 
Has it come under your own knowledge that any objectionable people are at present in 

the Commission of the Peace—we do not want names, but merely your opinion on the subject 
generally ? I cannot speak of the present Commission with any degree of certainty, for 
I have not lately attended to it at all; but taking it for granted that many persons whom 
I considered objectionable when first appointed, still remain, there are some names which, 
I think ought to have been left out at the issuing of the new Commission. For instance, 
I have known many persons to have been appointed as a matter of local necessity in 
particular parts of the Colony, who would not have been appointed in the ordinary 
course ; at the gold fields, for instance, and some particular localities where there was - 
a pressing want of magistrates. Many of these have turned out not to be any ornament 
to the Bench, on account of irregular habits; and many of them leave the districts for 
which they have been specially appointed, on account of the necessity of the case, and carry the 
Commitsion with them to other places where they were not wanted at all, and where they 
are neither useful nor ornamental to the Benches to which they proceed. 

How would you propose to revise the Commission? Why, my notion is, that the 
responsibility is so serious, and so important, that it ought to devolve upon some one 
particular member of the Government. That that person should be answerable for the 
appointments; and it is only in that way, I think, that the interests of the administration 
of justice alone are likely to be kept in view. 

You would have the appointments, then, vested in one member of the Government? 
One member of the Goveriunent,—call him what you will, whether a Minister of Justice, 
Secretary of Justice, or whether he be Colonial Secretary, who has, nominally, these matters 
in his department at present, so far as correspondence 

But how would you make him responsible without affecting his colleagues likewise? 
Why, he might take the advice of his colleagues, but they, as well as himself, would be likely 
to look to his character being at stake—but what is every one's business is no one's business. 
But would he not be just as much under the influence of these parliamentary agencies, 

to which we have just adverted, as Ministers are now? If the responsibility were thrown 
upon him, he must divest himself of all political considerations, as far as those appointments 
are concerned—as the Lord Chancellor does in iagland, and Ireland also. 

Of political considerations? Yes. 
But if he were a member of the Ministry, of course he would be most intimately mixed 

up in political matters? No doubt, in political matters he would, so is the Lord Chancellor 
at home, and objections may be made to the Lord Chancellor as a Judge on that account; 
but still, in the administration of justice, I have never heard any complaint of the decisions 
of any Lord Chancellor on account of political considerations, nor of the appointments to the 
magistracy there. On the contrary, the Lord Chancellor, so far as I can judge, always acts 
as a check upon the recommendations of the Lord Lieutenant of the County, who is generally 
a partizan. 

But the country gentlemen, who form the body, chiefly, from which magistrates are 
taken, both in England and this Colony, stand in England in a very different position, 
generally speaking, from that in which they stand here. The country gentlemen in England, 
generally speaking, are men of education, and fixed position in society, and if recommended by 
the Lord Lieutenant of the County, the chance is highly in favor of the recommendation being 
a proper one, so far as education goes. But the cases are not parallel in this Colony. And 
again, the administration of justice in England, in the Police Court, is open to 
an intelligent public. The press is usually in attendance, or represented, and there are 
proffessional men who are engaged. But in this Colony, in the courts of the remote interior, 
there is scarcely any public; there are no professional men, or very few, and the press is not 
represented. Thus the rule that may work very well in England may not work very well 
here; and with regard to the Parliamentary influences, you know the Ministry at present 
are responsible for the appointment. The Ministry of the day may have a vote of want of 
confidence brought against them, in consequence of improper appointments to the Com-
mission of the Peace, as well as on any other grounds. How would you make them respon-
sible in a greater degree if only one individual were concerned, than they are now the whole 
body of them? I apprehend any one, or even more appointments to the Commission of the 
Peace, must be very gross and glaringly improper, to sustain a vote of want, of confidence 
against the Ministry. The discussion in the Legislature of the merit or demerit of an 
individual appointed, would be too delicate and embarrassing to be carried on boldly and 
truthfully, and can never act as a sufficient guarantee for proper inquiry, and caution in 
filling the Commission. The responsibility upon the Ministry, as a body, I do not think is 
any great preventive; but when one individual who has his character at stake, and would be 
entirely responsible not only to his colleagues, but to the whole country, I think for his 
own sake he would be more likely to divest himself of political considerations, and to be 
certain of the qualifications of the persons he would recommend, than if the responsibility 
were divided. Besides, the necessary knowledge of fitness could be more readily and 
efficiently come at by one whose especial duty it would be to make inquiry, than by a 
Cabinet collectively. 
2. You speak chiefly of moral responsibility, I imagine, as in the days that you have 
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referred to? I mean that responsibility which any man who wished to maintain a character J.H:Plnnkett, 
for honestyand strict integrity would keep in view. Esq., Q.C. 

That is the responsibility to which you considered yourself subjected in Sir Richard 
Bourke's time? Yes. 9 June, 1858. 
You were not subjected to any legal responsibility, or to the loss of influence, if you 

made a mistake in the appointments you made, or if you did not make sufficient inquiry? 
I do not know what you mean by legal responsibility; you have Responsible Government, 
about the practical meaning of which we may all diffi3r, and s-tj the way the responsibility 
is to be brought to the test. You have no Court of Impeachment here at present, and this 
I consider a great want in Responsible Government, for it cannot be complete without some 
tribunal for impeachment. I do not see how legal responsibility, strictly speaking, could 
attach at the present moment. - 
Or official responsibility? Oh official responsibility would attach to the Ministry 

collectively, or individually; but an adverse vote is the only penalty at present for anything 
short of criminal delinquency. 
Then you think there is no responsibility at present? Practically I do not see how you 

can test it in an appropriate way. 

In considering the importance of the appointments in regard to the great mass of 
litigants in the lower courts of the Colony—the Police Courts—is it not highly desirable 
some change should be made so as to make these appointments so as to ensure the appoint-
ment of properly qualified people as magistrates? I think so, decidedly. There is nothing 
mare important. I do not think any reform is more necessary than reform in the mode in which 
magistrates are now appointed, for they are reafly the judges of the great multitude of the 
people—they who are brought most closely in contract with the poorer classes. Every law 
you pass throws some new duty on the magistrates, and I thinkthat some system ought to be 
devised to inform the Government of the working of every Bench throughout the Colony, both 
as to the attendance of those persons who administer justice at the different Benches, the 
kind of business that is brought forward, and also some general report of the way in which the 
administration of justice is conducted in these small but most important tribunals. Other-
wise, for many of the reasons alluded to already by the Chairman, it is impossible to know 
the extent of the injury that may be inflicted upon the communities that are subject to the 
jurisdiction of the magistrates, taken, as they frequently are, from occupations that do not 
well qualify them for the Bench, and who may not themselves be sufficiently impressed with 
the necessity of making themselves qualified for the important business they undertake to 
discharge. 

Would you recommend, then, a Commission to be appointed to inquire into and report 
upon the general administration of justice in these courts? If the duty were connected 
with some department of the Government, as I think it ought to be, some one officer ought 
to be able to report from time to time, and to make a general report to the Legislature as to 
the state of the administration of justice. 
The Attorney General is supposed to be pretty weilacquainted with the criminal pro-

ceedings'—reports are made to him at all events where the magistrates act ministerially? 
The Attorney General knows how the depositions are taken at the different Benches, but he 
has no particular knowledge as to the magistrates who attend regularly, or the magistrates 
of the districts who do not attend: neither has the Attorney General any cognimnce of the 
civil jurisdiction of the Benches; 

But how could the Attorney General make himself acquainted with the proceedings of 
the magistrates in civil cases in which they act judicially? 1 think the duties of the 
Attorney General, as they are now defined, are so multifarious, that it would be •quite 
impossible he could make himself properly acquainted with everything that I think necessary 
to be known connected with the administration of justice as administered by the Benches of, 
Magistrates throughout the Colony. 
What would you think of a Commission appointed to visit the different police disticts 

to inspect the books and modes of practising in these courts? That would be occasionally 
necessary, of course, whatever system is devised, and under whatever special control time 
matter might be placed. However, I think a good deal might be done by appointing a 
properly qualified class of persons as clerks of the Bench. Their office is very important 
to the proper working of the Benches; and, without having competent clerks of the Bench, 
I have always considered it very excusable in magistrates to make very great mistakes. 
I know that many magistrates, to whom the country are under great obligations, 
reside at great distances (fifteen and some of them twenty miles from the Benches). 
They ride in on the Bench day to administer justice, and after taking that long ride they 
cannot look into the details of the Bench, it is not expected they will have time to do so, 
and a great deal must be left to the clerks of the Bench. I think that clerks of the Bench 
should only be appointed after examination—that a Board should be appointed to examine 
clerks of the Bench to test their qualifications for the office. However, it is an office that 
gives more patronage to the Government than any other office, and it is very convenient, 
even to a Responsible Ministry, to have these appointments untrammelled by any rules of 
that kind. 

I suppose the same thing applies to the appointment of gentlemen to the Commission of 
the Peace—the same considerations. It is very convenient for a Government for the time 
being to be able to make such appointments untrammelled by any conditions? No doubt; 
but I consider the administration of justice is so important, and involves so much the great 
interests of the country, that the Commission of the Peace should never be made a matter 
of patronage. In the mother country there are very few new appointments made. I have 
often watched with some interest the fresh appointments made in Ireland, in my native county 
and other counties, to see what new magistrates are -appointed; and the small number of 
additions to the Commission of the Peace year after year is very remarkable. They are not 
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J.H.Plunkett., appointed until they are wanted, or unless some person of great consideration, or some one 
Eeq., Q.C. receiving from extensive possessions special qualifications, happens to reside near the spot. 
r'm It is not because a gentleman comes into the country who has an ambition to be placed in 
9 June, 1858. the Commission, but they are only appointed, as far as I can observe, in order that they 

may be useful and ornament the Bench, and not that political friends may be made by the 
appointment. I am afraid a contrary course is likely to be pursued here, unless the whole 

system is put on a different footing. 
Do you know how many magistrates there are in the United Kingdom? No; but all 

the magistrates for the several counties and boroughs in Ireland can be seen in Thom's Irish 
Almanac and Directory, which is in the Parliamentary library. The numbers are very larger  

and depend on the size of the county, and other peculiarities. 
In this Colony? In this Colony there are a great many. In Sydney I have always 

found them rather an incunibrance than a benefit. 
But how so ? For instance, in some of the Acts of Council it requires a majoiI.ii of the 

magistrates in the district to decide. It was for many years necessary that the number of 
magistrates in attendance were made out by the clerk before proceeding to business. They 
could not go on unless the majority of those residing in the district appeared. The object 
of those laws was to prevent any small minority taking advantage of the absence of the 
majority; but then it cut in the other way very inconveniently, because in Sydney, for 
instance, gentlemen connected with the Banks, or some gentlemen following mercantile 
pursuits, never thought it their duty to attend at all. 1 believe there are magistrates in 
the Commission, who have been for years in Sydney, who never appear upon the Bench of 
Justice at all, and I have always considered any such system objectionable as would give the 
Commission to gentlemen merely to put a feather in their caps, and to give them a certain 
position in society, without returning any benefit to the community for it. 
What would you propose in order to remove any persons from the Commission of the 

Peace who are objectionable at present upon any grounds? When a new Commission issues, 

the course at home is, in forming it, to omit any objectionable natncs,—that is the ordinary 
practice at home. Of course every inquiry ought to be made before any per.ou once in the 
Commission should be put out of it; but if, on inquiry, it turn out that the person got into 
drunken habits, or, I would say, immoral habits, so as to be a scandal to the community in 
which lie lived—and there are such instances—that would be a sufficient reason where there is 
the opportunity to drop the name in the new Commission. Also, if regular returns were 
made as to the attendance at the different Benches, and if the gentlemen who may perhaps 
not attend regularly at the Benches, but who may issue warrants and do other Bench business, 
without actualy attending at the Bench, such returns would shew those who are useful in 
the magistracy and those who merely take the Commission to give themselves a position in 
society, without giving any return for it in the way of service. There are many gentlemen 

in Sydney—I care not what their standing or respectability may be—but 1 would have no 
hesitation—and I had no hesitation, when I was in office—in giving my opinion that they 
ought to be left out of the Commission. If that were generally understood, then the reason 
for leaving them out would be known. They would have it in their own hands whether 
they would remain in the Commission or not. 
Yes—but then, I dare say, you are aware that many well qualified and uno'bjectiOnable 

persons decline to attend now in consequence of their being thrown in contact with others 
who are highly objectionable, and whom they do not wish to meet? I have heard such 
excuse stated, but [ never thought it was a good, sufficient, or bond /lde reason for their non-

attendance. I think if a man takes upon himself the duties of the Commission of the Peace, he 
ought to discharge his own duty according to his conscience, and without reference to any 
gentleman who has the same right to sit on the Bench that he has. His responsibility is 
discharged to God and his country if he does his own duty; and, as I said before, I never 
considered it as a good, sufficient, and bond fide reason to excuse a magistrate for absenting 

himself. 
But many persons have been put in the Commission of the Peace without their own con- 

sent ? \\'ell, then, it would be easy for these persons to resign; and as to the excuse that 
they neglect their duty because others whom they do not approve of, are placed on the Bench, if 

it were a bindfide reason, I think the proper course for them to take, would be to resign 
their commission and explain the reason. 
It naturally enough follows that many people would object to meet on the Bench, on any 

particular day, a man who had been seen reeling about the streets drunk a day or two before 
—I put it as a suppositions case—or a man notoriously living in concubinage? It, no doubt, 
would not be a very pleasant contact to come into; but still I do not think it is any sufficient 
reason for a man to decline sitting on the Bench, unless such person misbehave himself 
towards his brother magistrates. 
No doubt, at all events, you are of opinion that all objectionable people, clearly 

objectionable, should be put out of the Commission of the Peace? I think the adniinistra-
tion of justice is the first and all important consideration—that it should supersede every-
thing else, and that no questions of delicacy towards individuals ought to stand in the way 
of having its fountains pure, and such as to obtain the respect and confidence of the country. 
No man has a right to be the judge over his fellow men—the conditions upon which he 

exercises that right are these : First, he is able to exercise it, and that, in his own conduct 
and conscience, he regards what is right, and, if the Government of the day have any doubt 
as to the competence of the party on these grounds—even a reasonable doubt—it is their 
duty to put that man out of the Commission—it is not a thing for legal proof, and do you 
think, generally speaking, we are likely to have Ministers determined and decided in their 
views to do what is right for some time to come—who will put these inca out and expose 
themselves to all the party influences that may be brought to bear upon their position as 
Ministers? I am afraid I would be considered an ill-omened prophet at present, and I would 

rather 
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rather not attempt to prophsy. I have not sufficient confidence in my own judgment to J.lLPiunkctt, 
answer the latter part of the question; but, as to putting out magistrates once in the Esq., Q.U. 

Commission of the Peace, that is a delicate matter. But, in making the appointment, where 
there is a doubt, the public ought to have the benefit of that doubt, and no magistrate should 2 June, 1858. 
be appointed where there is a doubt of his respectability and general intelligence. I have, 
however, known persons, intelligent men, who would make it their business to administer 
the duties of the Bench conscientiously, according to.what they conceived to be right, but 
who could not be taken to be acquainted with the law. And I have also, while in office, 
considered it my duty to give what assistance I could to the Benches on that account, and I 
think it is necessary that the Benches should have some legal person to refer to at all times, 
because country gentlemen are startled by points of law that are, in themselves, very small, 
and very simple to the mind of a lawyer, and very frequently they would go wrong where they 
intended to go right, merely for want of legal advice; and although I have been advised, 
and almost bullied, by some legal men here, to a different course of acting, I have always 
considered it part of my public duty, as long as I held a legal office, to advise the different 
Benches for the sake of the public interest. Questions that I could solvt in the midst of my 
library at once, without any difficulty, the magistrates would have no means of solving, 
particularly, in cases where there is a difference of opinion on the Bench. Such information 
has always been given to the Bench by me, to act on or not, as they thought proper, because 
I have always impressed upon them that they were sworn to go by their own judgment, and 
not by the judgment of any one else. 
It has been suggested to the Committee that the Judges should be referred to so far in 

the appointment of magistrates as to leave the appointment dependant upon a recom-
mendation from them—what would you think of that? I do not see how the Judges &uld 
obtain the knowledge required for the discharge of such a duty without busying themselves 
in matters which I think would be foreign to their proper duties; and it might involve the 
Judges in embarrassments, political and otherwise, that Judges ought to be entirely free 
from. 
Do you think the ends of justice, so far as the great mnss of the people in those minor 

courts are concerned, would be subserved at all by the general appointment of Police Magis-
trates through all the districts of the Colony? No doubt it would in a great many places, 
if expense, in the first place, did not stand in the way, and if proper appointments were 
made in all instances, and if made only when required. 
But as to expense ;—since the country provides for the higher courts—for the Supreme 

Court and the higher courts generally—for the due administration of justice in regard to 
cases of great importance, in which, generally speaking, the richer classes of society are 
concerned—why should not the State also provide such funds as may be necessary in order 
that justice may be fairly administered in the Police Courts, where the poor are chiefly 
concerned? If the obligation to incur the expense is admitted in the one case, I take it 
that it ought to be admitted in the other? There can be no doubt of that. In Ireland 
several Police Magistrates are appointed. 
Properly appointed, of course F When the selections are properly made, they are, in 

Ireland, looked upon by the people as a blessing to the country, because their decisions are 
free from that bias which is generally supposed to influence other magistrates in that country 
of partisans. But, as a general principle, I think in our Responsible Government it is much 
better to leave the administration of justice to the local magistrates, not only because it 
encourages the rising genration and men of property in the country to make themselves 
acquainted with the laws of the country, but also because it is likely to diffuse intelligence 
amongst the people. In our free Government the poorest roan may expect that his son, if 
he is properly qualified, some day may sit on the Bench of Justice, and it ought to be 
regarded as an object of ambition; whereas, if Police Magistrates are generally appointed, 
the local magistraey will be somewhat superseded, and it will not be so great an object of 
ambition as to be an incentive to the gentlemen of the country, and the young men parti- 
cularly of the country, to qualify themselves and to attend to its duties. I think it is one of 
the branches of the business, of the State likely to be beneficial in the diffusion of intelligence. 
We know that the assizes giving jurors an opportunity of assisting in the administration of 
justice is a vast benefit to the country districts. The jurors who attend get a knowledge 
of law. They get a knowledge of the procedure of the courts, come from where they will. 
Even the Sc9tchmen, for instance, do not understand our procedure here until they see it 
before them in the Supreme Court. Our naturalized subjects, of course, do not; and when 
the people get a knowledge of the mode of administering our laws and procedure, in that 
way they form a check upon the smaller courts. I look upon it as part of the education of 
the people. 
Wijld you be disposed to trust the people with the election of their own magistrates, 

subject to a veto on the part of the Government? That is a question I have not considered 
much; it is so foreign to all English notions to have a person to administer justice elected 
by the people. I have never properly considered it, but I must say I incline strongly 
against it. 
But, then, in ease of election, the educational object, at all events, would be advanced 

in a greater degree than it would be under the circumstances you have just alluded to? I 
doubt that, very much. A candidate administering justice among electors would prove a 
dangerous experiment. 
But then, again, the due administration of justice is the grand object in view. The 

mere impulse given to the people in the country districts by way of education, is a matter of 
minor consideration—very important though it be; the grand end in view is the due 
administration of justice, and what we have to do is to secure the best mode of effecting that 
object? I am afraid, in the present state of the country, that it would be running a great risk, 
independent of the other objection. If you first lay the bread foundation, and can say that 
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J.H.Phmkett, every man is educated, then it might be otherwise; but when we know that the great bulk of 
Esq.. Q.C. the people are not educated at present, the elections for magistrates would be guided by a few 

busy people in every part of the country, and I am afraid properly qualified persons would 
,JUflO, ISoS. not be elected, but the reverse. 

Have you been able to form any opinion upon this point—whether, notwithstanding all 
the objections that do exist to the Commission of the Peace, as it stands in individual 
instances, substantial justice has, or has not, nevertheless, been administered? Oh 1 1 have 
no doubt that the magistrates as a body intend to do right; but our laws are so complicated, 
that questions often arise at the Benches here, which require great consideration from a 
lawyer sitting in the midst of his library ; the duties are very multifarious, and the magis. 
trates have not sufficient time to give their whole attention to them. I may say that while 
I was Solicitor General, in the early stage of the Colony, (1834, I think it was)—in acting 
on what I considered necessary for the public good, that is, to give legal advice to magistrates, 
the want of any book to guide them in their duties was so much felt, that I published a 
book at my own cost—a sort of manual, that would act as a guide to the magistrates. That 
book was in use for some years1  and was the only one that they could come at. Before that was 
published, the only book the Benches could get was an old edition of Burn's Justice, that 
did not even contain the recent alterations in the criminal law, called Peel's Acts. The 
hook I allude to was not a very large one, (1 called it " The Australian Magistrate,") but it 
was very useful, I believe, and gave information to the magistrates that enabled them to go 
on without consulting the Crown baw Officers so frequently as they had occasion to do before. 
I found that the Crown Law Office was very much eased by the publication of tifis book, 
which I took upon myself; and in giving the magistrates general information in this way, 
a public benefit was conferred, besides a great deal of duty was taken off my own shoulders, 
by using it for reference. That book got into a second edition, and a third edition, but is 
now out of print. In looking into the complicated nature of the magistrates' duties now, 
there can be no doubt that it is very difficult for a magistrate to discharge his duty with 
legal accuracy, without a legal guide. 

There were some very useful circalars issued in those days to the magistrates—in the 
early part of Sir Richard Bourke's administration—about 1833? Yes. 

Do you remember them? I think I do; they were issued at my instance, before this 
book was published. 

A great alteration has taken place in the law too, in consequence of Sir John Jervis's 
Acts being introduced here? Yes. The late George Robert Nichols published those Acts, 
with a commentary of his own, principally taken from a similar work published in England. 
That book has been very useful, and is still very useful to the magistracy of the Colony, but 
I believe it is also out of print. 

Do you think it at all advisable that the magistracy, or rather the Commission of the 
Peace, should be subjected to periodical revision, in the mode contemplated by the second 
clause of that Bill which is before you—there should be a new Commission at the advent of 
every new Governor? I think it would be better to make the duration of the Commission 
certain, without reference 

To time? Without reference to the Governor at all. 
That would be a limitation of the prerogative, would it not? It might be made a 

matter of Government regulation that every Commission was understood to last for three years. 
Do you think that would be an improvement? I think in a new country of this kind it 

would be a very salutary regulation to lay down. An entire revision, I think, might be 
expected to be requisite every three years. 

Do you think it would be advisable to introduce the English system here, either in part 
or whole. In England the magistrates are appointed for counties: do you think we might 
with any chance of improvement adopt that plan here, and have magistrates appointed fot 
separate districts—for the Southern, the Western, and the Northern? Why, it had been 
introduced, and was acted upon, I think, in the year 1842 or 184$. It was found at 
that time it led to very great inconvenience that magistrates should come from Port 
Phillip and other parts of the Colony to sit upon the Sydney Bench, and that Sydney 
magistrates should go to the Country Benches, and play at cross purposes in that way; and 
a Commission was issued for Sydney alone, and also for other separate districts of the Colony. 
But some cases were brought before the Supreme Court here that showed it to be inconvenient 
in law. It upset two or three eases connected with the revenue—still cases—some technical 
details were involved in it, and Sir George Gipps then went back to the old plan of making 
no distinction between the entire territory and any quarter of it. 

Then those objections would still apply to it? Oh I I think it highly desirable that the 
country should be divided into districts, for which Commissions should be issued and confined 
to those districts. 

And would you in regard to those districts, then, have periodical Commissions issued as 
you propose? I think that rule might be a general one, because in those districts some 
magistrates leave them, and there are some new corners, perhaps, whom it might be advisable 
to put into the Commission in the place of the absentees; and if the rule were acted upon, 
it would necessarily force itself, in the ordinary course of things, upon the Government to 
revise the magistracy at that fixed period of time. It would not, of course, interfere with the 
power of the Government to add any names to the Commission in the interim that they 
might think the public interest required. 

Do you think it would be convenient that all additions shall be made only at those 
periods? As a general rule, but eases of necesssity might arise. For instance, I have 
frequently known, as Attorney General, that Benches were without a magistrate for two or 
th cc months, no magistrate being in the district, or all the magistrates being absent on busi-
ness, although there were persons who would have been glad to take the Commission of the 
Peace, and the duties of which they would be qualified to discharge. 
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164. Then I conclude from your evidence generally, that you do not recommend that the J.H.Plunkett, 
Judges should be appealed to? Certainly not. Esci. Q.O. 

And that it is not advisable to have Police Magistrates in all the districts, as a general 
rule? I prefer seeing the country magistrates doing the duties of the country Benches, 18e8. 

than to see what may be called a Stipendiary Magistrate imported into the district merely 
for that purpose, without urgent necessity. 
There are some districts where it may be absolutely necessary? I have no doubt there 

are; but, as a general rule, I think there may be some gentleman resident in the district 
who, for a small consideration, would act as a Police Magistrate, and then the other magis-
trates would more willingly assist him, and so improve themselves; and the country would 
be more likely to have the benefit of a full Bench, generally speaking, than if it were known 
that a Stipendiary Magistrate were imported there to do all the duties. I find where that is 
the case the country magstrates are then more easy, or, I may say, negligent, in the discharge 
of their duties. They do not think it so incumbent on them to attend the Bench. 
You think that the appointments should rest with one Minister or officer of the Govern-

rnent, to be responthhle for the appointment? I think so. 
And that a Commission should issue for periods of three years or so? I think it would 

be a good rule. 
By ill,. Fops/er: Did you not state, Mr. Plunkett, that in a period within your experi-

ence, the power of appointment to the magistracy virtually rested with the Attorney General? 
The recommendations. 
Recommendations which, I presume, were acted upon? Yes. 
Did the power of dismissal equally rest in that officer—to the same extent, I mean ? 

Of course he was consulted about it; but there have been very few dismissals, that. I am 
aware of. 
7. Did the power exercised by the Attorney General in cases of appointment extend to 
dismissals to the same extent—did be ever recommend persons to be dismissed, and were the 
recommendations acted upon in the same way? The Attorney General brought before the 
Governor any special circumstances connected with any particular magistrate, and in those 
cases they were generally laid before the Executive Council. 
In general, I presume, recommendations of that kind were well attended to, that, as in 

the case of appointments, they were searcly ever made without being adopted?
'
It was for 

the Governor to decide whether, under such circumstances, they were proper persons to 
remain in the Commission of the Peace. 
Did I understand you rightly, that in case of doubt you considered it a proper principle 

that in appointing a magistrate the presumption ought to be against him as to the appoint-
ment, and that in removing a magistrate the presumption ought to be in favour, in case of 
doubt as to his competency? What I stated was this, that where there was any doubt as to 
his qualification and competency for the office, the public should have the benefit of that doubt. 
That would be against the magistrate? Against the appointment. 
But in removing him, the presumption would be in his favour; you would not remove 

without proof? Not without proof, or what is equivalent to it. 
Have any instances come to your knowledge of dismissals having taken place where no 

reasons were assigned to the magistrate in question? I know, in leaving out magistrates on 
the issuing of a new Commission, the Governor, Sir Richard Bourke, for instance, declined 
to assign reasons for leaving them out. 
But have you any knowledge of cases of magistrates being dismissed in the individual 

case—I do not mean being left out in the general Commission—without any reason being 
assigned to them why they were dismissed ? I do not recollect any case of that kind, at this 
moment. It would not be within my department to know whether the reasons were given or 
not. 
It might have occurred without your knowing it? It might have occurred without my 

knowledge of the fact. 
I think you stated, that since the period to which you refer a great many objectionable 

appointments have been made? Several, as far as I recollect. 
Can you state on what grounds you consider these appointments to have been objection-

able? Oh I as to moral character, principally, but some from want of competency, or 
education. 
82 I think you stated, also, that some such appointments have been made in cases of neces-
sity—for instance, on the gold fields ? Not all as to moral character, on the gold fields 
and in other places; but I include persons who had not sufficient standing in the country, or 
who did not come up to my notions of those qualifications which give a man a fair claim to 
be put into the magistracy. 
Could you state in general terms what you consider those qualifications ought to be in 

all cases ? In the first place good moral character, general intelligence, and a certain amount 
o education 
Would you insist upon a very high standard of education ? No. I know very excellent 

magistrates who are men I would not call highly educated men, but who can read and write 
with fluency, and in such a way as would not be disgraceful either to themselves or the adminis-
tration of justice when their proceedings appear in our courts. 
Should not you think that the circumstance of a man having raised himself by his own 

industry, and at the same time maintained a good moral character and respectability, would 
in itself be some ground of recommendation ? Most decidedly; and I have always acted 
upon it in making recommendations wherever I could in former days. 
Have you found in general that the objections taken against the appointment of magis-

trates, which you stated in a general way, occurred in cases of Police Magistrates? I did not 
refer to Police Magistrates. No doubt there were some Police Magistrates appointed who 
had very minor qualifications for the office. 

8 
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J.H.Plnnkett, 87. But do you think that they generally have been a superior class of men to the unpaict  
Esq., Q magistrates ? I think the mode of selecting Police Magistrates under the former system 

that was pursued here was not a good one. 
9 June, 1858. 88. But, as regards the duties of their office—as regards competence for their office—do yom 

think they were generally better suited to perform the duties of their offices than the unpaid 
magistrates, or that they were not so well suited? I think the Police Magistrates, as a body,, 
had not very high qualifications. 
But do you think that is the case at present as to the Police Magistrates now, comparing 

them with the unpaid—do you think they are a class of men now more competent for their 
duties than the unpaid magistrates ? I do not speak of the present state of things, for I d 
not know exactly who all the Police Magistrates are. 
You appear rather to disapprove of the general extension of Police Magistrates throughout 

the country—did I understand your grand objection to be that they would supersede the 
unpaid magistracy ? The principal objection I see to it is this, that it it would take away 
that energy from among the country magistrates which is somewhat necessary to make them 
inform themselves of the business of the Bench. 
But, supposing the interests of justice were advanced, and the knowledge of these unpaid 

magistrates declined, would not the effect be for the public good? For the immediate suitors, 
it may. 
But is not the effect of the due administration of justice the grand object of the appoint. 

ment of magistrates of any sort? No doubt it is; but I think it ought not to be lost s)ght of 
in our present Government that an incentive and an interest in the Government—particularly 
in the administration of justice—should run through all the veins and ramifications of the 
different institutions, so as to make the people inform themselves of those political institutions 
and make themselves qualified to discharge their respective duties, whether on the Bech, 
whether as jurors or municipal councillors, or in reference to all those subordinate institu- 
tions which I take to be component parts of self-government. 
You mean to say that a sort of political training ought to be imparted to the people by 

all those institutions? Yes. I think that the general education of the peopie, to fit them 
for the free government we have, ought not to be lost sight of. 
But would not that political training be sufficiently attained by the really political 

institutions—for instance, municipal and electoral institutions? So far as they go, but the 
whole policy of government should tend to the same direction. 
Do you not think that the effcative administration of justice is a far higher object, so far 

as the appointment of the magistracy is concerned, than any other indirect or collateral effects 
that may arise? The administration of justice, I think, ought to be the first and great con-
sideration in the country. The executive police duties are of course materially connected 
with it. 
90. Then if it could be shewn that by the extension of Police Magistrates the effective admin- 
istration of justice was attained, although this other political effect should not be attained, do 
not you think the proper end would be answered in that case? It would be answered for the 
present time, but I think it would act prejudicially in future times, because it would tend to 
paralyze that energy which I think it right to encourage in the body of the people. 
Is not a Police Magistrate likely, from his position, to obtain the confidence of the mass 

of the people more than any unpaid magistrate? I do not think so. I speak from my 
experience here and from what I believe to be the case at home in the counties of England, 
where there are retired men of the law and men of study that apply themselves, without 
ever being professional men—to an understanding of the law; where they reside upon their 
properties, and go to administer justice not only in Petty Sessions but also in the Court of 
Quarter Sessions, where, I believe, they command as much confidence as any stipendiary. 
Those are unpaid magistrates in England? In England 
But can you get that class of men here? In many districts you cannot; but I only 

speak of the rule that I think it would be wise to act upon as a general rule, with a 
view to the education of the rising generation, and to instil into them those objects of 
ambition that it is desirable the Government should instil into them in every possible way, 
with a view to self-government. 

In talking of the general rule, do you consider the general rule to be that this superior 
class of men, such as you have at home, is to be found in this Colony? I hope the next 
generation, with all the advantages that will, I am sure, be held out by our University and 
other educational institutions, will be quite as competent to discharge the duties of the Bench 
as the magistracy in England. 

Then you do not consider in the present generation men of that sort, as a general rule, 
are to be found? In some districts they are, but you cannot expect the present generation 
to produce such magistrates as I have alluded to in the mother country. We have few men 

of sufficient leisure now. 
But does not that superior class of men to whom you refer rise out of a condition of 

society which furnishes much leisure for the improvement of the mind in those particular 
branches of study which you refer to? There are a great many men of leisure in the class 
I refer to in the mother country that are not to be found here at present. But, at the same 
time, from my experience of the magistracy here, and their willingness to attend to the 
duties of the Bench, I have no doubt a sufficient number will be found in many districts who 
may relieve each other—may have their stated times to attend at the Bench, and so discharge 
the duties satisfactorily by arrangement among themselves. 

But in the present eireimstances of the Colony, and supposing those hopes of yours 
can be fulfilled, can you suggest any other remedy so efficacious as the extension of Police' 
Magistrates—paid functionaries, responsible to the Government? At the present time I 
cannot, and in many districts it is absolutely essential that Police Magistrates should be 
appointed. 
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I think you spoke of this being desirable to make the magistracy an object of ambition? J.H.Plunkett, 
es. Esq., Q.C.  
Which object would in some degree be set aside by the appointment of Police Magis- ''-•'. 

tratcs Is not the very circumstance of the Police Magistrate being now an object of 9 June, 1888. 
social ambition instead of being an object for other purposes—is not that one of the reasons 
in conseqaence of which by many persons it, is considered to operate to impair the magisterial 
efficiency, and to have lcd to improper appointments? Time appointments that are generally 
considered improper appointments, and derogatory to the magistraey, are certainly calculated 
to take away from it as an object of ambition to persons who would he thoroughly competent, 
and whom it would be desirable to have in the Commission. 

But I mean, have not many of these improper appointments been made exactly on the 
very principle of advancing persons to this social position to which they otherwise would 
never arrive? I do not know what the objects may have been, but they are very prejudicial 
to the ma.gistracy and to the country. As I have said before, it does not make an appoint-
ment to time magistracy so honorable or so great an olject of ambition amongst the gentlemen 
of the country as it was and as it ought to be. And it is much to be regretted that political 
considerations should enter so largely into the appointments of the magist.iacy as I fear it has 
done, and is likely to do, unless checked 

Is there any possibility of preventing political considerations from influencing the 
appointments of the magistracy—can it be possible to obviate such a defect under Parlia-
mentary Government? I think the way best calculated is the way I have already suggested,—
that the responsibility should be thrown on one individual. 

But (I think it was the Chairman put it to you) you must admit it would be impossible 
to enforce this, if the Cabinet would not themselves enforce it—how can you make a 
Cabinet enforce this responsibilty as it regards one person? If he were fit for his duty, and 
determined, in justice to his own character, to discharge his duty conscientiously, he would 
throw the Cabinet to the winds if they interfered improperly with his duty. If such a person 
as I suggest were not prepared to do that, he would, I think, be uofit for his duty. 

in tict, the true principle is, to only have men Cabinet Ministers who have a proper 
sense of duty? I think the duty would be very differently discharged by the Cabinet 
Ministers as a body and by one individual being solely invested with the responsibility. 
110 As to the s&.ject of economy, has it never occurred to you that the appointment of 
Police Magistrates might in fact be actually more economical than the present system? 
Un loubtedly it would, where it is absolutely required. I have known in distant Benches, 
from inquiries and from complaints made to me officially, which satisfied me of the truth of it, 
that parties have come a distance of thirty and forty miles, not only once, but twice or three 
times, to get their cases decided, and found no Bench. They lose their time, they lose their 
money, and at the end probably the loss is so great that they do not ask a decision at all. 
In such eases there is no doubt that it is a positive injustice; it is, in such circumstances, a. 
denial of justice, and a great injury to the suitors, not to have a Police Magistrate appointed. 
ill. I do not know whether it has occurred to you at all to consider the question of the 
jurisdiction that is proposed to be conferred on the District Courts by the Bill at present 
passing through the Legislature? What part of the jurisdiction ? 
112. The whole nature of the question. Have you looked at the Bill at all ? I paid great 
attention to it while it was passing through the Upper House of Legislature, of which I was 
President in the last Session of Parliament. 
11. Are you of opinion that if the jurisdiction was not increased beyond what it is at 
present proposed, that it might be safely conferred upon Police Magistrates if they were 
appointed very carefully? Oh! I think not; it would require a different class of men 
altogether. They must be entirely legal men to be competent to fulfill the duties of Judges 
under that Bill 

114. I think you stated that you had a strong objection to introducing the elective principle 
in the appointment of the magistracy? I have never thought of it sufficiently; but it appears 
to me highly objectionable. 
115 Your impression is against it? I incline against it, certainly. 

Don't you consider that the present system which has—as every one admits—under any 
Government been hitherto influenced by political prepossessions, is not virtually a system of 
selection? I only speak of what it ought to be. 

Do you not consider the present system is virtually a system of election—supposing one 
of those busy legal men of whom you spoke—supposing him to have influence at an election, 
he will undoubtedly influence the Member or Members to whose return he has contributed, 
and he will in that ease virtually have the nomination of a magistrate or two? lean only 
say I think he ought not; and I think the influence of Members of the legislature ought 
not to he brought to bear upon the Commission of the Peace. I resisted it myself when I 
was in office I have stated it publicly at various times that I have known very had appoint-
merits to be made at the urgent solicitations of Members of the legislature, and they knew it, 
bcause I spoke to one particularly on the subject, as to the want of moral fitness for the 
anagstracy of persons recommended; still, for political considerations, although those names 
were rejected on the revision by the Executive Council, they were afterwards put in by 
the presure from without from the same quarter by Sir Charles Fitz Roy. It is not neces-
sary to mention the names of these Members; but political influence is so likely to press upon 
any Ministry in future time, that I think it should be generally understood that it would be 
disgraceful to any Ministry to allow them to operate. 

H91 the "hai'maim: Flare you heard anything at all of a letter which was addressed by 
one of the Ministers here to the Members of the Assembly, requesting suggestions from them 
in reference to new appointments, and the abolition of some of the old ones, which might 
ap'car to them objectionable? Do you mean a late letter? 

Yes? No; I have heard nothing of it. 
278—L 120. 
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J.H;Plunkett, 120. Did you, as a Member of the House, on the inauguration of Responsible Government, 
q..... receive a circular from Mr. Donaldson in reference to the magistracy? Yes. I considered 

such a letter highly objectionable, and declined to make any recommendation under it. As 
une, 1S • a Member of the Lower House I would not make any recommendation amonc'st my con-

stituents. I thought it better that it should come from any other quarter. I should 
not like to convert a political friend into an enemy. 

You think it highly objectionable, then, that the Members of the Legislature should 
be applied to in such cases? I think so. 

That political influences and party influences might be brought to bear most prejudicially 
upon the due administration of justice? I think so. When the representative of any particular 
district does make a recommendation of that kind, although the recommendation may be 
really a proper one, still, when it is known that the recommendation comes from a supporter 
of that particular Member, I do not think it is doing justice even to the person recommended, 
and it is not calculated to obtain the confidence of the people in the appointment; and, in 
those points of view, 1 think recommendations should not come through Members of Parlia-
ment at all. 

What is your opinion of the Benches of Magistrates recommending persons to be put 
in the Commission of the Peace in the country districts? Collectively? 

Yes, the full Bench called together to recommend persons to be put into the Commis-
sion of the Peace? I think such recommendations would be highly worthy of the attention 
of the Government, because they must know the wants of the district, and are supposed to 
know the wishes of the people, and the appointments that would be most to their advantage. 

And know the person? Yes; it would be a double guarantee that the person had 
proper qualifications, and would be useful. 

By iLt. Lee: What is your opinion of a man that has been tried for felony and 
acquitted being made a magistrate—Do you believe the people would have full confidence in 
such a party? That would depend upon the circumstances of the ease. He might be wholly 
innocent of the offence he was charged with. Any man may be charged with an offence. 

Oh I put on his trial, and tried with others who were convicted, and himself liberated? 
That might occur to any man. 

In your opinion, so far as insolvency goes, should a man who goes through the 
Insolvent Court and pays nothing, and afterwards has become in the possession of money 
sufficient to pay his debts, and does not pay them—should he be put in the Commission of 
the Peace? I think such a person ought not to be appointed and would say further 
upon that, I do not think any person ought to be appointed to the Commission of the 
Peace without having some tangible property, because the only remedy that the suitor has 
against the magistrate, in ease of injury done in his magisterial duty, is by bringing an 
action to repair .any damages; and if the magistrate has no property at all, the law gives a 
remedy; but it is all useless unless the magistrate be able to pay damages recovered. 

I mean a man that went into the Insolvent Court, and afterwards became rich. He 
does not pay his creditors, and if he is put in the Commission of the Peace do you suppose 
the people would have confidence in that party? It would depend upon circumstances. If 
he has not got his certificate it is quite obvious that he ought not to be put in the Coth-
mission of the Peace as a man who acts honestly, or who comes within the benefit of the 
Insolvent Act through misfortune, and not through any fraud of his own. 

I think I understood you to say, that some small towns and districts required Police 
Magistrates, and others, you thought, did not. You are aware—for I heard you say so—
there are many cases in country districts that suitors have to go week after week and cannot 
get their cases heard, and have to go back again without their being heard. Do you not 
think it would be very necessary to have a Police Magistrate for these small towns? 
Decidedly, for the hardship is very considerable—(it can hardly be calculated)—upon the 
people, who are disappointed in having justice administered to them. 

FRIDA Y, 11 JUNE, 1858. 

lJrtøent :— 
Mn. EGAN, Mu. MARKS, 

Mn. FORSTER, ML MURRAY, 

Mu. JONES, Mu. PARKES. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Daniel Henry Deniehy, Esq., M. P., examined :- 

DJ1.Denichy, 1. By the Clth&man : You are a Member of the Legislative Assembly of the Colony? I am. 

Eq., M.P. 2. You have, I believe, had considerable opportunities of observing the state of the magistracy 
in the country districts? I have. 

11 June, iss. 3. You are a solicitor of the Supreme Court? Yes, and have practised in rural Courts of 
Petty Sessions. 
Do you think the administration of justice in those Courts satisfactory? By no means 

satisfactory to the public at large. 
What does that arise from? It arises from a variety of causes, one is, doubtless, the 

magisterial illiteracy in matters of law, and the non-understanding of evidence; but 
principally, I think, from local dissatisfactions, proceeding from the belief of the almosL  

utter irresponsibility, in all practical senses, of magistrates. 
6 



143 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OT THE MAO ISTRACY. 39 

0. In what way would dissatisfactions be originated by that cause ? It is that suitors believe D.H.Deniehy, 
certain magistrates may be prejudiced against them, or favorable to their opmnents. Esq., M.P. 
It is then a belief that the personal feeling of the magistrate will bias his decision ? Yes. —" 
Do you think there is any foundation for that belief? I cannot conscientiously say that 11  June, 1858. 

I ever knew a magistrate to have given a judgment into which improper motives entered; 
but I believe the belief to be widely spread that that is an element which enters into many 
judicial decisions. 
Right or wrong? Right or wrong, that is the belief abroad. 
As far as your own experience has gone, do you think that belief rests upon any reasonable 

grounds, or on mere assumption ? I cannot say, as far as my own experience goes, that it rests 
upon any reasonable grounds—the belief in the moral animus of the magistrate,—but as 
to more hearsay, almost every suitor who comes to me from the interior has something to say 
as to the conduct of the magistrate. That is another matter. 
Has that been on account of the state of the magistraey, or the administration of justice 

in those Courts generally, or because the parties have been disappointed litigants? No. With 
regard to the administration of justice, on the cases 'as shown by the parties and disclosed 
by the depositions, there was in nine cases Out of ten a vast deal of room for grave dissatis- 
faction. The decisions appeared extremely arbitrary, and it was hard to Conceive on what 
grounds they had been made. 
Used these parties to consult you professionally? Professionally. 
Did you apply for prohibitions in such cases? On some occasions, but generally the 

suitors were so poor as to make it altogether impossible to go further. 
What is the cost of an appeal to the Supreme Court? In cases of prohibition it would be 

a matter of £25 or £30, and it is a general rule; unfortunately—and this is where the hard-
ship particularly operates, that the Judges in nearly all cases decide that the magistrates 
shall not pay it, but either the party making the appeal, or the party against whom the 
appeal is made. The Judges holding that it must be a matter of error, or of ignorance, on 
the part of the magistrate, and that only in the case of unjust proceedings from moral 
animus can the parties be made to pay. Now, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, unless 
under most flagrant circumstances, it is next to impossible to prove moral animus. So that 
the remedy of prohibition is for that reason generally inoperative. 
-Can you offer any suggestion in regard to the reduction of costs in such cases? Seeing 

that the prohibition has to be sent down from a country solicitor to a Sydney agent, and that 
there are various steps to be taken, such as a rule calling upon the magistrate to show cause, 
and then the hearing of the ease before the full Court, I scarcely see, as at present advised, 
how the costs can be reduced. 
And yet, as the matter stands at present, the expense of a prohibition precludes the 

parties from being fairly dealt with ? Yes; but I think the new system of District Courts is 
much cheaper. A very speedy remedy could be had in all matters of complaints against 
magistrates,—the District Judge, having the power of the Judges of the Supreme Court in 
baneo, could investigate these cases and make his decision. 
1. Do you find that any portion of the dissatisfaction so generally felt with the magistrates 
proceeds from the fact of their being, in the country districts, all engaged in the same 
pursuit, and that there is a professional bias in consequence of that? I think so. 
It is, then, in your opinion, a matter of fact that this dissatisfaction, whether correctly 

or incorrectly founded, does exist? I may also repeat, from a variety of causes which have 
the general effect—the abstract effect—of creating this dissatisfaction. 
This, of course, is a great evil? The non-satisfaction of the public with the magistrates, 

who have a larger judicial power here than, I believe, in any part of the world, is a great evil, 
whether well or ill founded. 
Can you offer any suggestion to the Committee as to what you believe would be the best 

means of guarding against any distrust, by any other mode of making appointments than at 
present exists? Perhaps the Committee will allow me to say, that as regards the depositions, 
on the face of many of them the decisions are arbitrary. The sense of the magistrate in the 
virtually irresponsible nature of his own power is one cause of dissatisfaction. Many of the 
magistrates are not only ignorant in matters of law, but many—particularly those of recent 
creation—have exhibited a very low scale of intelligence. So that those to whom I particularly 
allude would scarcely be safe as arbitrators, and much less would it be so to entrust them with 
judicial functions. 

Do you think the appointments have been of a better character since Responsible 
Government has been instituted? I am inclined to think the Commission has, day by day, 
become worse in that respect. 

What would you suggest? I think the great evil to be guarded against is the increase 
of the Commission by administration after administration simply on political grounds, 
without reference at all to the qualification of the persons appointed as ministerial or judicial 
officers. I have myself some, perhaps, extreme views on that subject, which are already 
known—the election of magistrates on certain conditions by the people, subject to the 
veto of the Governor General, would be better than the present system; but, if without 
going that length, any compromise might be made which would submit persons nominated 
for the Commission to some scrutiny, so as to make them more select than they at present 
are, and to create them for a term, say three or five years, the sense of the possibility of a 
non-renewal of their Commission, acting in a variety of ways as a check, I think that to a 
large extent would answer. 
What do you think of the appointment being subject to the recommendation of the 

Judges? I am absolutely averse to the Judges having anything to do with matters not 
rict1y judicial. 
What do you think of the general appointment of Police Magistrates? The general 

appointment of Police Magistrates, provided there were some better principle adopted in the. 
selection 
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D.ThDenie1y, selection of them than has hitherto obtained, would be a very great benefit indeed. I may 
Esq, 1A.P. further remark, with regard to the question before your last, that the putting the appointment 

in the hands of the Judges would scarccly remove us a step farther than putting it, in the 

11 Jime,1858. hands of the Executive; for the Judges are, practically, as ignorant as the Executive of the 
characters of inhabitants of extreme rural localities, and they would have to depend upon 
individual recommendation, as the Executive have at present, and would then be placed 
in the peculiarly improper and unfair position for the Judges of the land of nominating 

unsuitable persons as magistrates. 
2. It has been suggested to the Committee that the English plan of having justices for 
counties should be in part, at all events, adopted here? I think it might with very great 
propriety be adopted. A justice may be very well fitted for the discharge of the functions 
in one county, but not for the territory generally. 

You are aware that, from the exigency of the case in particular instances, men not 
very eligible have been appointed to the magistracy because better men could not be got? 
That may have been the case, but I am inclined to think, as a rule, that the appointment of 
men of inferior qualifications to the magisterial Bench has been the effect of political 
consideration or social influences, without reference to the fitness for the office, still less 
on grounds connected with a dearth of suitable persons. I think, in a word, that the great 
cause of the failure of the magisterial Bench here to give satisfaction to the public, has been 
that the office has been too much regarded as a social distinction, and that proper consideration 
has not been given to the important functions to be discharged—more important in the rural 
districts than even those of the Supreme Judicature of the Colony; as they have the 
decision of at least two-thirds of the litigation of the territory, as the small suits of the 
humbler classes must obviously be, and generally of cases of great importance to the litigants 
themselves, and under the Vagrant Act they have greater power than the magistrates of 

Great Britain or of the United States. 
You are aware that by degrees the Legislature have been increasing the jurisdiction of 

the magistrates? Yes; and I believe that grave fact one of the greatest evils in connection 
with the present unsatisfactory state of the magistracy, particularly under ilesponsible Govern-
ment, where the Administration of the day may be transient, and where it may call into 
existence a vast number of magistrates without regard to specific fitness. 
28 In fact, while we have been enlarging the jurisdiction of the body, the body has been 
gradually becoming lower in character? Yes. In fact, as regards the magistrates, I do not 
think the principle applied with as much force under the old i as under Responsible 

G,vernment, shifting as the duration and the character of the Government may be, and 
depending more upon local influences for its position than even the old Government did. 
29 Is it not exceedingly difficult to establish a case against a magistrate? It is. I may 
sy, for all practical purposes it is perfectly impossible to establish a case against a magistrate. 
You have to shew the moral animus; which, under the ordinary rules of law, by which you 
are to shew the animus from the act, it is almost impossible to establish ; and the superior 
Courts are always unwilting—for purposes connected with the policy of having justice 
administered by unpaid magistrates—to interfere at all; lest—as we are altogether dependcntt 
upon the services of people who are not paid—people would be unwilling to act. 

Then, in point of fact, the magistrates may be regarded as perfectly irresponsible? As 

perfectly irresponsible. 
1-lave any cases come under your notice of magistrates having been removed from the 

Commission of the Peace? I scarcely know of any case of a magistrate having been 
removed from the Commission of the l'eace, except the case of Alderman Thurlow, which 

was a supersedeas upon grounds of advisability, of attorneys not acting as magistrates. 
You have knawn very few cases of removal from the Commission ? Very few. I am 

aware of none where a smipee.secleas was issued for ministerial impropriety. 
Then, in point of fact, there is no responsibility in any way? None. None directly to 

the public, and the mere shade of a responsibility as regards the superior tribunal; and as 
regards the Executive, it has been asserted in the Assembly, in toy presence, it would be an 
act which scarcely any Government would be called upon to do. as it would destroy the 
social position and affect the character of the peron removed from the Commission. 

There is a responsibility of even a higher character than of that to the law, in the 
impressions which ought to guide the conduct of every man—do you think that moral sense 
affords sufficient protection for people who depend upon the decision of a magistrate? I am 
inclined to believe that the magistrates have as high a moral sense in the abstract as any 
others; but in speaking of the moral sense of magistrates, we must remember that magistrates 
are but human, and that there are a variety of causes at work to prevent their acting quite 
as they should do. Without any wish on my part to impute to them a desire to commit 
injustice at any time, I may remark, with regard to the discharge of time judicial functions, 
so complicated is our law, and so unfortunate the state of thtngs, that if a layman be called 
upon to administer statute law without some legal knowledge, or a high degree of education, 
it is impossible to prevent injustice being done—the moral sense notwithstanding of the 

magistrate. 
:-i. On the other hand, where the rights of individuals are concerned, and the Government 
is called in any way to act in regard to those rights, it is not right that moral restraint 
alone should be relied upon? Certainly not, for there is a variety of moral feeling, and what 
may appear perfectly just to one indivilual may not be so to another. The moral sense 
varies as much in individuals as the shades of character. 

The Judges in the higher Courts are all responsible? The Judges are responsible, but 
they have also a law to guide them, and their responsibility is judged by that law. 

Their proceedings are jealously watched by the public? Their proceedings are watched 
by the public, but there is a standard by which to arrive at the correctness of their proceed-
ings—they administer the law; but even in the equitable Courts, they administer upon 

abstract 
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abstact equitable principles, but the regulations of which are fixed by authorities as much D.11.Dcniehy, 
as in the Law Courts. Esq., 

Their decisions depend upon juries? Yes, they depend upon juries as to the facts. 
There is also the press in the Police Court, where the magistrate acts as judge and jury 11 June, 186& 

too ? Yes, as judge of law as well as of fact, which is an innovation of the old Common Law 
of England, by a statute of Edward the Third. 

Then, what recommendation would you make in order to remedy this state of things? 1 
think that any remedy which would provide some direct responsibility in the magistrate, and 
induce a belief in the popular mind of that responsibility, would go far to elevate and purify 
the administration of justice. I, of course, as I before remarked, expressed in Parliament 
extreme views, but even something by no means placing the appointment of the magistrate 
upon so popular a basis as that, but the subjection of them to more severe principles than the 
mere gratification of their connection with the Govern.ment of the day, would be advisable. 

With regard to the election of magistrates, of course you are aware that success in 
elections does not materially depend upon the eligibility of the individual elected, but rather 
upon the skill of the parties who ha-ve the management of the election? No doubt, but if 
the election were only for three years, subject to the veto of the Governor General, I am 
inclined to think whatever abuses might be brought about by the first election, they would 
most assuredly be remedied at the second election. I think suitors would take special care 
on the second occasion. In carrying into effect any principle of popular election of magis-
trates, I would hope to see their functions somewhat narrowed, and a more direct supervision 
of magistrates by District Courts, than now obtains in any Court. I would thus remove the 
objeeton to the magisterial decision being only amenable to the superior Courts in case of 
any alleged impropriety. In the case of a decision given by a remote Bench at Deniliquin 
or it is preposterous to think of an appeal; as the delay must necessarily be very 
great, irrespective of the expense, and at present the complaint must be made within six 
months of the decision. 

You think then that the operation of District Courts would be most beneficial in this 
respect? Most beneficial. 

If the Bill, with proper amendments, be passed, that alone will effect great amendment 
in the administration of the law in these Courts? Very great, particularly if an undivided 
responsibility be given to the Judge; and I personally am anxious that Disirict Courts 
should be presided over not by a mere 1oreman of the Bench, prmus inier pares, but by an 
independent Judge, if the Legislature so will it. 
Are you aware that any dissatisfaction exists with magistrates in country districts from 

the belief, or the fact, that they hear cases ex parleY There is a great deal of dissatisfaction 
on that particular ground. 

4. That can scarcely be guarded against, since- summonses and warrants are in the first 
instance issued by magistrates? I do not see well how that can be guarded against. 
Would you trust the issue of summoflses to Clerks of Benches, as that would remove 

magistrates from the liability to hear cases ex parleY I do think, with the superior persons 
you now have as Clerks of Benches,-.-young men belonging to the bett.er  classes of society, who are well educated, and directly responsible to the Government as paid functionaries—you 
might with great propriety trust the hearing of these cases to them, and so remove the 
necessity for the judicial authority doing anything but adjudicating. 
The initiation of the case might be left to them? Yes. May I add, that with regard to 

warrants, where the liberty of the subject is concerned, and which are issued by gentlemen in 
the Commission of the Peace, there may be some hesitation to entrust Clerks of Petty 
Sessions with the power of issuing them. That is from an abstract point of view; but I 
cannot believe that it would work any practical evil. 
Generally speaking, with regard to warrants, these are only issued where the magistrates 

attend ministerially? Yes. 

Generally speaking, they are issued in cases of felony or larceny? In some cases of that 
sort warrants are very seldom necessary to be issued. 
It has been suggested to the Committee that a new Commission should be issued every 

three years; that the Colony should be divided into three districts—for instance, the southern, 
the western, and the northern; that magistrates should be appointed for those districts 
severally; that it should be enacted by law that the Commission issued for those districts 
should be in force for three years only; and that there should be a revision of the Commission 
every third year :—what do you think of such a course as that? I have no doubt it would 
act well; but I question still whether it would go to the root of the evil—whether a magis-
trate, who, without casting the slightest imputation upon his moral or social character, was 
unfit for the magisterial office would be removed. For I take it, that the great error with 
regard to the magistrates of the territory has been, as I said before, too much a question of 
social position, too much a matter of giving a person a certain status without considering the 
judicial function he would be called upon to discharge. In England, I may remark that it is 
the social position which gives status to the magistrate—here the Commission of the Peace 
gives the dignity to the individual. 

But do you not think that if none but eligible persons were placed in the Commission, 
considering the importance which really does attach to the office of Justice of the Peace, the 
fact of a man being a Justice of the Peace would raise his social position ? I do think so. 
You cannot guard against the prestige which will be attached to a Justice of the Peace, 

if, proper care be taken in making the appointment? if proper care be taken in making 
the appointment, I think the prestige which naturally attaches to the character of Justice 
of the Peace is of a most beneficial character; but, I believe the error has been in seeking 
to select the individual for party political or social considerations, without reference to his 
eligibility. - 

3. Thus, in fact, the social prestige attached to the magistrates as a body has been destroyed 
278—?I 

by 
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JD.H.Deniehy, by improper appointments? It has been destroyed by improper appointmentS not having the 

i' • due operation of that prestige in view—I believe in the country dis
tricts—without a dttitetly 

marked territorial aristocracy as we are—the two social castes consist of those who 'are, and 
11 June, 188. those who are not in the Commission; and, I believe, it is the ambition of every individual 

—without regard to a sense of his own qualification—who has made a certain amount of 
money to reach the favored class. I may remark that the conferring this distinction 
without any corresponding practical responsibility to any quarter does much to vitiate the 
popular feeling in this matter: people are accustomed to the feet of seeing persons receiving 
social distinctions from the Government of the day—of being made judges of their Itberty 
and property to a certain amount—without seeing anything in those individuals deset ving 
the honor of such a trust, and with the private knowledge that they ought to he the last to 
have it. With regard to the principle of nomination as at preent operating, I may state 
that a serious obstruction in the adnnistration of justice, or at least a want of confidence 
in the administration of justice, proceeds from the fact of the existence of large fantily 
cliques. Influential persons, connected by blood or marriage, frm the whole Butch in a 
country district, and suitors who are not liked, or who suppose they are not liked by that 

family, have very little confidence in their decisions. 
What do you think of the appointment of a Commission to visit the different country 

districts, to observe the mode in which the business is conducted in these Courts? I am 
afraid there would be a great many diculties in getting any effective information as to the 
administration of justice, because the different individuals who attend Petty Sessions day by 

day may vary in intelligCence. 
igh The records of the ourt will sLew? The records mt furnish some slight clue, but 

to obtain satisfactory knowledge there must be a vicd voae heating. 

Do you think police office records now, generally speaking, as far as you have l.ad the 
opportunity of judging—I do not mean the depositions—bear out the decisions arrivcd at? 
I am inclined to think that in five cases out of six, to the eye of a lawyer, or of a layman 
acquainted with the strict philosophy of evidence, they do not. 

That is a very undesirable state of things? Very undesirable; it goes far to promote 

the dissatisfaction which now obtains. I think, for instance, 
one peculiarity connected with 

the appointment of magistrates of a lower degree of intelligence that has latterly been 

exhit-ited in the nominations is, 
that magistrates are too prQne to decide cases from their 

local knowledge of the character of the litigant, or upon the sophistry, no 
matter how flimsy 

to a well educated much less a professional man, of any attorney who happens to practice before 
them, rather than from the specific evidence in each case tested by ordinary rules of evidence. 

All that indicates a very unfortunate 
state of things? I think in the remote rural 

districts--whether from a feeling which, for want of a better word, may be called localism, 
or whether from the low state of intelligence in many persons, who, though connected with 
good families, and themselves respectable men, are, from the circumstances connected 
especially with a new country, men of very imperfect education and of no great intelligence—
there is positive hardship inflicted upon the lower class of local residents, which it is high 

time for the Legislature to look to. 

59: Has 
it come under your knowledge at all that litigants in these Courts think the 

decision depends more upon the personal feeling of the magistrates who are present than to 
the merits of the case—have you not heard them say, " So and so is my friend" ? In eight 
out of every ten cases-1 do not now refer to Goulburn, for there are highly intelligent and 
suitable men on that Bench—the individual has come to me, as his professional adviser, and 
said "So and so is on the Bench to day, and I would have a chance," or else has said, that I, 
as his advocate, must be particularly guarded, because so and so would be on the Bench, and 
would be unfavorable to him. I may remark, too, that I think a vast amount of labor is 
brought about by the incompetence of many magistrates, who send cases for trial to a 
distance, which, if some degree of intelligence were exercised, would never be sent at all, 
and the country is put to the expense of bringing the matter before Criminal Judge of 
Quarter Session, and the impannelhng of jurors for the trial of cases which do not occupy 
more than an hour, or an hour and a-half, and result in acquittal. 

These prosecutions, in the first instance, are sanctioned by the Attorney General? I 
think, in the lower courts, by the Crown Prosecutor, who is an admirable officer, but whose 
duties are so extremely heavy as to make it impossible for him completely to analyse every 

case transmitted him. 
Bail is always allowed in these cases? Not always; it is in the discretion of the 

magistrates to refuse to give bail, without assigning any reason. 
62 Has not an alteration been made in the law with reference to cases of misdemeanor, that 

magistrates cannot refuse bail ? In misdemeanor they cannot; in 
cases of felony they can. 

They can always refuse bail, if from their knowledge of the character of the party they think 

it desirable. 
63. Such evils as those you have adverted to, as existing in remote districts, could not exist 
in the town of Goulburn, where there is a large public, a press

'

and professional men? 

No; there is there so large a mixture of persons of very high intelligence, that with two or 
three magistrates there would be always one superior man on the Bench. 
64, These remarks apply to the remote districts where the population is scanty? In the 

remote districts where population is scanty, and where young men connected with pastoral 
pursuits have been put in the Commission as a compliment to them, and without reference to 
their competency. I have known parties sent down five or six hundred miles in very trumpery 
cases, in which there never ought to have been committal at all. I may mention a case which 
was committed from a town in the southern district,of a young English peasant and his 
wife, who had not been in the country above six months: They were conunitted by two 

magistrates—two very young men indeed—to take their trial for conspiracy; this in itself 
showing their intense ignorance, as, by an elementary principle of law, there must be two 

parties 
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parties to a conspiracy, and, as a man and his wife are one and the same person in the eye of D.H.Deniehy, 
the law, there could be no conspiracy. These people were very young, fresh from an English Esq., M.P. 
rural county; they were sent to Coulburn Goal, exposed to the hardship of a week or ten 
days' imprisonment, and at the end of that period directions came from the Crown Law Office 11. June, 1858. 
that there was no case against them, and they must be discharged. The y had no money, had 
to walk fifty or more miles back to the place from whence they had been taken, and were 
thrown upon the world, as their agreen cut had been cancelled it is the practice, after the 
committal, to send, as soon as suits the convenience of the Bench, the individual to the 
nearest gaol ; the depositions are transmitted to the Attorney General, at whose office they 
may lie for two or three days before—from the nature of the heavy business he has to attend 
to, as Crown Law Officer, having private practice in the Courts of Law—it conies under his 
notice Some week or so after these papers have reached Sydney, an order is sent up that 
the individual may be discharged ; probably, though not in all cases, as the party may be on 
bail, the man may be in gaol during the whole of this period. 

6.5. Do you think the ends of justice are accomplished in these remote districts, such as the 
place where the circumstance you have mentioned occurred? This, instead of being r mote, 
is not by any means far from the metropolis; it is a very populous district, and one of the 
oldest in the territory. 

Is there a Plice Magistrate? There was formerly, who was removed. 
Any professional men? None. The people very loudly clamour for professional men; 

but though an old district the population is scattered, and the consequence is, that a profes-
sional man would not be sufficiently remunerated. 

Is the press represented there? There is no press. 
Do you think the appointment of Police lagistrates generally in such districts would 

ensure a more equal administration of justice? I think a great point in appointing Police 
Nagistrates would be, first of all, to take care of the character and intelligence of the Police 
11agistrate; for, unless that were consulted, the Police Nagistrate once appointed would be 
largely under the influence of his brother magistrates, and then, however unintelligent—as 
these magistrates are appointed from some prior claim upon Government—it would take a 
great deal to remove him from office, that depriving him of his bread, and to east some shade of 
stigma upon his ability to serve the public. I think that hitherto the general course pursued 
has been to appoint most excellent, and in every sense with regard to character, admirable 
military and.naval men, simply on the ground that it was aecestary to provide for these men. 
I recognize the propriety of providing for these gentlemen, but I think providing for them 
in this way, where, if not technical knowledge, the requisite of keen intelligence and know-
ledge of the world have been disregarded, has been injurious to the public. 

B,i,  Al,. Fn'ster: You have said the evils you have described as pervading the adminis-
tration of justice have been most felt in the remote districts ? Yes. 
Have you resided much in these remote distriets? No, I have not; but I have resided 

in the circuit town of perhaps the most extensive district, and have had an opportunity of 
judging from the suitors who have come to me from remote districts. 

You firm that conclusion from the results which pass through your hands? As the results 
of perusal of written evidence, from the feeling of disappointment generally exhibited, and 
from the want of confidence expressed by suitors of every kind. 

Was this case, to which you have alluded as a very extraordinary case, one from a very 
remote district? No; on the contrary, it was not above sixty miles from sydney, and, as I 
have already stated, a very old ditriet of the country. 
I think you stated that you considered the circumstance of making the appointment of 

magistrates a social distinction, was one great cause of the evil? I think it the cardinal 
cause—that it lies at the very root of the matter. 

Has not this motive prevailed equally under all Governments, so far as you are acquainted 
with them—has it not affected the magistrates under the different Administrations? Under 
different Administrations, and with regard to the two late administrations it has prevailed in 
pretty much the same ratio; one Commission has been scarcely a shade, if a shade, better 
than the other. 

Does it not then lead to the inference, that it is owing to some general cause? I do not 
quite understand you. 

That there is some general cause that no Administration can reach? No, I do not 
think so. I think it is the nature of all Administrations, without a particle of disrespect to 
any, to look upon this as a social distinction, and upon the bestowal of it as a favor; and 
that the feeling of those who are their friends is most consulted, without reference to the 
judicial and practical part of the business. But I may say, not to be misunderstood, that I 
do not believe any Administration would knowingly place a man of immoral character in the 
Commission; still the abstract respectability of the individual may have little to do with his 
fitness for the office of a magistrate, particularly with the large jurisdiction magistrates 
have in this territory. 

If it has prevailed under so many Administrations and different forms of Government, 
how do you propose the evil shall be remedied? My own proposal is to go direct to the 
people for the appointment; and this principle has been seen to work even in municipalities. 

You cannot think of any other way of improving the practice of Government with 
regard to this matter? The Government must largely depend upon the nomination and 
recommendation of private individuals; and if there were any way by which the sense of 
districts could be taken by petition, I have no doubt that to some extent we should arrive at 
an improvement, because there would then be an expression of popular opinion. 
Is not the nomination of private itidividuals made effective by reference to their political 

opinions? I certainly believe that to be the case; but there may be instances where persons 
of high social standing are without political influence 

That is to say, the influence of people in elections makes their nomination act upon the 
Government? Yes. I have known instances where individuals have been appointed upon 

the 
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DH.Deniehy, the Commission, upon no grounds that I could discover except their activity in promoting 
Esq., M.P. certain elections. 

Is not such an effect almost inevitable where the Government depend upon political 
ii June, 1858. causes altogether? Inevitable. It is as indissoluble, the one from the other, as cause and effect. 

In fact, does not the mode of nomination you allude to in some degree amount to a mode 
of election—is it not to some extent a species of election by the people? By no means; 
I do not think the one has to do with the other at all. An individual may be favored with 
the recommendation of a person in political life, without any relevancy at all to the general 
wishes of any other persons in the community but the individual elector. 
Have you never heard that this social motive has influenced the election of Members of 

Parliament, and the election of persons to other offices? No doubt. 
81. Even in case of election, would there not be danger that the same persons would seek 
the office merely for the sake of the social distinction? That danger is inevitable; but I 
think you would have much less of the operation of this social motive than you have at 

present. -,,on would then have the individuals elected upon some principle of popular con- 
fidence in him, whereas now he is appointed upon arbitrary grounds. 
If the person himself has popular confidence, is not that something like a double 

election—I mean if the person who nominates has the confidence of the people? I do not 
see that it is, because the person, the second person, is irresponsible for the nomination, 
and he nominates upon very different grounds from what the people do,—the fitness of the 
individual, more or less, for his office. - 
We seem to arrive now at another and deeper cause of the evil of which you complain—

the want of virtual responsibility in the magistrate? Yes, I think so; the two causes are, 
the appointing of the magistrates upon social grounds rather than upon his fitness for the 
office, and the practical irresponsibility of the magistrate. 
Has it ever occurred to you that responsibility cannot be enforced with regard to 

magistrates? The object is supposed to be, to supply the wants of the country generally, 
with regard to the administration of justice, and to do this by means of magistrates without 
pay, and for that reason, and in order to retain a class of individuals who will administer 
justice without pay, the Legislature are always most anxious to leave them as free as possible, 
not to trammel them so as to make them unwilling to exercise these functions on these terms, 
and the superior courts of law recognise that, and are desirous to carry out the wish of the 
Legislature. Under Sir ,Joha Jervis' Act the difficulty of proving cases of impropriety or 
irregularity against magistrates is almost insuperable. 
Is the non-payment of magistrates one cause of their irresponsibility? It is theoretically, 

in point of law, practically, it is at the root of the evil. 
89. Is not the only way to remedy that to appoint paid magistrates? Yes; unless you make 
them amenable to a constituency. The practical way would be to abolish the unpaid 
Commission, and have paid magistrates.. 
Supposing the appointment of paid magistrates to be determined upon, would it not be 

possible to provide a salutary check, and at the same time a cheek which would not go to the 
effect of making the administration of justice so inefficient as at present? In a case of that 
kind where there are large Benches of magistrates the Police Magistrate could have no more 
power. 
The Police Magistrate, from his constant attendance at the Bench, and from being 

appointed by the Government with reference to his qualification, would be a person of 
more authority on the Bench, I do not say directly, but indirecty, than any other? 
That will depend upon the character of his brother magistrates, their amount of 
self-confidence and influence. I may remark with reference to this point, it is a well-
known fact that, although magistrates are frequently very remiss indeed in their attendance 
upon the Bench, there are eases where the whole Bench en masse attend. I refer to Licensing 
Meetings, which the whole body of licensed victuallers look at as an assembly to punish in 
an indirect way those who are opposed to them, and to help their favorites. On such occasions, 
where there is a Police Magistrate having the surveillance of public houses, he ought on 
more than any other occasion to have prior authority; he is simply one in a very large 
Bench, where he may be out-voted. 

With reference to a remark of yours as to the ex pane hearings that often take place 
before a magistrate prior to the issue of a warrant, may there not sometimes be a salutary 
effect from it, for instance, where the magistrate sees fit to advise the party not to litigate? 
I think the same function might be performed by the Clerk of the Bench, provided he had 
the intelligence, which, I believe, Clerks of Petty Sessions now generally have. I may say, 
with regard to cx perle hearings, I do not believe they are taken in a 
but for all practical purposes, where there is a fear of the sort, the very suspicion is an evil. 

By Mr. Eqan : Was it not the case before the establishment of Responsible Government 
that persons where appointed to the Commission from social considerat 
that principle, irrespective of the fitness of the individual, prevailed before the 
Responsible Government, but for very different reasons from those which have operated since. 
I believe a more popular element has been infused since the advent of Responsible Govern-
ment. Before Responsible Government, gentlemen who arrived here— young men 
tated for the judicial functions—purely on the ground of their being naval or military men, 
or the sons of officials, were put into the Commission. Since the advent of Responsible 
Government, gentlemen have been appointed purely on political grounds, without reference to 
their fitness. 
Do you not think the recommendation of a Member of Parliament, who represents a 

district, who must have some acquaintance with the residents, would be likely to be as 
impartial as the nomination of a Bench of Magistrates? I would be sorry to entrust the 
nomination of any magistrate to a Bench of Magistrates. I have known a remark to be 
made to this effect, "So and so is a very good fellow; he should be put in the Commission ;" 
and there are Members of Parliament who would recommend on similar grounds. I have 

seen 
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seen a Member of Parliament nominate thirteen or fourteen relatives of his own. The one D.H.Dcnfehy, 
mode would, I think, be just as dangerous as the other. Esq., M.P. 
5. 1 think you said magistrates have the power of refusing bail? No; I say magistrates •' 
have the power of refusing bail in felonies, but not in misdemeanors. 11 jia, 1858. 

Would not magistrates be liable to be punished for demanding excessive bail? I know 
it would be very hard to do so, and I know, in a case at Hull, where a magistrate refused 
bail, the Lord Chancellor refused to interfere and punish, although the case was clear as 
crystal; I believe it is in 'consequence of that that there is such an indisposition on the part 
of the superior Courts to interfere—I think the case was at Hull; it will be found in the 
preface, or in the notes to Sir John Jervis' Act, written by the late Mr. - 

I think you say, that in towns like Goulburn, or other populous places, such as the City 
of Sydney, where there is a press, and where there are professional gentlemen residing, no 
such cases as those to which you have referred arise? Very seldom; but, I believe there 
are very many cases of cruel hardship in the remote districts, which ought to receive the 
notice of the Legislature. 

Do you not think it would increase litigation to a very great extent if power were given 
to Clerks of Petty Sessions to issue process? I have not distinctly recommended that 
course, but I think if fair qualifications are looked for in these gentlemen, it would not be 
likely to have that effect. 

Do you not think substantial justice is done by the magistrate where he recommends 
that no further steps be taken ? I may he permitted to remark, that the fitness of Clerks of 
Petty Sessions for the performance of this duty has been acknowledged by a recent Act; 
and, in many cases, these gentlemen have been promoted to the office of PiAice Magistrates, • 
as in the case of Mr. iNewcombe, at Goulburn, and Mr. Smith, at Carcoar. 

By MiS. Forstei': I do not understand your recommendation to be to take away the 
power of issuing warrants from magistrates? Certainly not, but merely to give the 
additional power to the Clerk of Petty Sessions. I believe that, under all the circumstances, 
from the very great width of the jurisdiction, and the fact of there being no 'cc, tiara, i, in 
most cases most of the hardships proceed from the exercise of the judicial function being 
united with the ministerial: 
10!. B,, the Uhoirmau: Do you think it is desirable the magistrates should continue to be 
entrusted with the power of adjudicating in the case of publicans' licenses? Seeing that 
the licensing is, to a considerable extent, a matter of police, I scarcely know how it could, 
practically, be taken from under the supervision of the local tribunal, unless indeed to the 
District Courts or Quarter Sessions, where the application was placed before the sitting 
magistrate or judge, and the matter was put to assessors. 

I3ij Mr. Egai: Do you not think, in reference to the question put by the Chairman as 
to the magistrates granting licenses to publicansthat in some cases the course adopted is 
arbitrary, and should be under some further revision by the Governor and Executive 
Council ? I am happy to have an opportunity of answering that question. I think the power 
conferred on the magistrate the most arbitrary, and entails great loss and hardship upon the 
applicants. If a person of irreproachable character, but who happens to be unpopular, goes 
to the expense of fitting up his house, and is refused justice, he has really no practical means 
of redress, as in all matters of appeal from the magistrates to the Quarter Sessions it is merely 
an appeal from Cmsar unto Cmsar; it is an appeal from the magistrates sitting at a Licensing 
Meeting to the magistrates sitting in Quarter Sessions; you do not go from the magistrates' 
Licensing Meeting to a District Judge, or any other tribunal, who decides upon the special 
ground, the abstract question, of the fitness of the applicant for the receipt of the license. 

You think that there is really no appeal whatever? Yes. 
And you think the state of the law ought to be altered? Yes. There is a nominal 

appeal to the Quarter Session, but there is, practically, no appeal. 
What remedy would you suggest for persons who felt aggrieved under such circum-

stances? A remedy,  of that kind would be one among the many benefits the District Courts 
Bill would afford, provided the District Judge is independent, and as little connected with 
the local magistrates as possible. I believe that to be the view of myself and of other Members 
of the Legislature. 

Might there not be an appeal to the Governor and Executive Council? I hardly think 
you could go to the Governor and Executive Council as to the fitness of candidates. 

Where a man feels himself to be aggrieved should he not have the power of obtaining 
redress, by laying the facts before the Executive? I think it should not rest upon the first 
decision of the magistrates, but should rest upon the judgment pronounced in case of appeal 
to some such tribunal as the District Court-, for I do not see how the Executive Council could 
decide, except to refer to the record of the Court above. 

Do you not think evidence should be taken on oath as to the ground of refusal? I think 
in cases where an applicant was refused by the magistrates without any good grounds being 
assigned, except the mere will of the magistrates, there should be some inqusition before the 
District Court. 

Do you not think at the time of the application the grounds of refusal should be stated 
on oath—that it should not rest upon the more whim of the magistrates? As it is, I confess 
it is most arbitrary and most improper. I have known instances where it has been stated by 
a magistrate as a reason, that he has received a letter from somebody—a party unknown to 
the other magistrates—stating that there had been fighting in the house; and although that 
may not have been the reason for the refusal in that particular instance, equally intangible 
grounds may exist in other cases. I think, seeing that it involves large private interests, it 
'would be well that some more certain form of evidence as the basis of refusal should be 
arrived at. In conclusion, I beg to repeat my opinion that the present state of the magistracy 
is, from the principle of making-the office rather a social than a magistcrial matter, and from 
the virtual irresponsibility of magistrates. 
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John Goodwin, Esq, called in and examined:— 

J. Goodwin, 1. By the C.4aiinan: You reside at Scone, I believe? Yes. 
Esq. 2. You have volunteered some information in respect to the state of the magistracy of the- 

Colony? Yes. 
11 June, 1858. 3. Are you yourself in the Commission of the Peace? No; but I may state, for the informa- 

tion of the Committee, that some twenty years ago Mr. E. D. Day, then Police Magistrate, 
wished me to allow myself to be put in the Commission, but I objected, as I was then a. 
stranger in the Colony, was not certain whether I would remain, and objected to the system 
of flogging that was then carried on. When, however, it was proposed to appoint a Police 
Magistrate for Scone during Mr. Parker's Administration, I wrote to that gentleman, stating 
that I would be willing to act with other gentlemen whom I named, if we were put in the 

Commission. 
You object to the appointment of a Police Magistrate in the District of Scone? Yes. 
Do you think the other magistrates would, or did, discharge their duties in such a manner 

as to give satisfaction to the public at large, and that there was, therefore, no necessity for 
the appointment of a Police Magistrate? Quite so. Some of the magistrates were very 
efficient, and others might have been appointed in the district to assist them. 
Do you suppose if Police Magistrates were generally appointed in the country districts 

they would or would not give satisfaction? There is no need of them. 
Have you any considerable experience of the requirements of the Colony? My experience 

extends from Moreton Bay to Sydney. 
Do the unpaid magistrates command the confidence of the public? We shall have a 

- better class appointed in future: those who were of liberal sentiments were formerly over- 

looked. 
You think political influence affected the nomination of magistrates to a great extent? 

Yes, to a very great extent. 
Is not political influence likely to affect the nominations as much at the present time as 

at any other? The political influence which will affect the matter at the present time is 
political justice; formerly, it was political oppression. Besides, I believe the people will 
have the power of choosing their own magistrates eventually. 
You are in favor of the election of the magistrates by the people? Yes. 
Has it occurred to you that success in elections depends more upon the ability of those 

who conduct them than upon the eligibility of the candidate? Yes; but in the country 
boroughs of Scotland, where the magistrates are appointed by the people, great trouble is 
taken to induce proper persons to come forward, and they are put in without any difficulty to 
themselves at all. We have Courts in Scotland called Procurator Fiscal Courts, and the 
Procurator Fiscal is in the position of the Clerk at the Courts here; but he can issue sum-
monses, and in some cases, such as petty larcenies, can issue warrants, and can even incarcerate 
for twenty-four hours; but there is an immediate appeal to the magistrate. 
Are not the magistrates appointed by the Crown? The county magistrates are, but 

they are rarely required to act. 

TUESDAY, 15 JUNE, 1858. 

l3rEøent :— 

Mu. FORSTER, Mu. MARKS, 

Mu. PARKES, Mu. LEE, 

Mn. PIDDINGTON, Ma. EGAN. 

HENRY PARKES, ESQ., IN THE CuAIE. 

Charles Hamilton Walsh, Esq., called in and examined 

C. H. Walsh, 1. By the Chia&man: You have resided for some years at Goulburn? Yes, about ten years. 
Esq. 2. Have you been longer in the Colony? No, not longer in the Colony. 

3. You have been following your profession, as a solicitor, in the town of Goulburn? Yes. 
15 June, 1858. 4• Has your professional practice led you into circumstances where you have had oppor-

tunities of observing the conduct of the magistrates for that district? Yes, not only in 
Goulburn, but in the surrounding districts—in; I may say, the entire southern district. 
You say the entire southern district, would you be kind enough to intimate to the Com-

mittee what portions of the country you principally mean? Braidwooci, Queanbeyan, Cooma, 
Yass, Binalong, Gundagal, Albury, Wagga Wagga, Deniliquin, and other places. 
You are aware this Committee has been appointed to inquire into the state of the 

magistracy of the Colony? Yes. 
Has the result of your experience been to give you the impression that there is a feeling 

of dissatisfaction amongst the public as to the efficiency of some of the magistrates? I 
think, generally speaking, there is a want of confidence in the administration of justice by 

the magistrates. 
Did you notice the existence of this feeling when you first resided at Goulburn? Yes; it 

has always been my impression. 
Has that feeling manifested itself recently in a more marked manner than formerly, or at 

any given period more than at another? No, I do not think it has. 
Then, I gather from your answers that there has always been a manifest feeling of want 

of confidence in some of the magistrates? I should rather say, not so much in some of 
the magistrates as in the administration of the law by the magistrates generally as a class. 
Of course, I know particular instances in which there is a want of confidence in individuals 
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Parliament, or by the Executive Government, to produce a better state of things? I think 

a few instances of magistrates buying Mr. Plunkett's book, and contenting themselves with 

this want of confidence arises, not from any feeling of distrust in the honesty or integrity of 
the magistracy, but from a want of uniformity in their decisions; and that want of uniformity 
arises from the very defective legal education of the magistracy. I do not intend to say that 
magistrates should be regularly educated lawyers; but the magistrates in the interior of this 

practices in the outlying districts. 

mission of the Peace? Yes, I know a large number of them. 

tion to acquiring a knowledge of the law they are called upon to administer? I rather think 
they give very little attention to it except as it comes under their observation. I have known 

that. 

Colony have not had the means that the magistracy in older countries have had of observing 
the regular administration of the law; and hence theX are very arbitrary in their notions and 

I presume you will have a personal acquaintance with many gentlemen holding the Com- 

Has your experience led you to believe that after their appointment they pay much atten- 

12. As much so in Goulburn as in 

11. Have you noticed this feeling 
think it is pretty general. 

10 11__ ____ - i o. au you ocr any suggestion to this Committee as to any steps that might be taken by u 
 -- 

as existing more in one district than in others? No; 1 C. H. WalsI, 

remoter districts? Quite as much. 
Esq. 

15 June, 1858. 

Returning again to my former question,—could you suggest any means by which this 
state of things could be improved? It has occurred to mc that the administration of justice 
by the magistracy would be much improved in the particulars to which I have referred by 
the extension of the District Courts; because the District Courts will carry into all these 
localities courts in which the law will be administered according to well known rules; and 
the magistrates by visiting these courts, and observing their modes of procedure, will naturally 
learn something of the proper methods of conducting business. In that view I am borne out 
by the Report of the Law Commission in 1849, in which that is given as one reason why 
District Courts ought to be sent into the interior. And in order that the magistrates might 
have the full benefit of the opportunity thus afforded, I would be inclined to suggest that the 
constitution of the Courts of Quarter Sessions should be altered :—that the Judge of the District 
Court shall be sole Judge in the Court of Quarter Sessions; that magistrates should not be 
members of the court, but that they should be obliged to discharge the duty of jurors in that 
court, from which they are exempt now; and then that they might serve on juries. I think the 
right of peremptory challenge in felonies not capital, ought to be very much modified. The 
right of peremptory challenge was originally in favorem vitae, but since our criminal code 
has been so much altered and modified, the reason does not exist to the extent which it 
did; and hence I would be disposed to deprive prisoners of the right of peremptory challenge 
in every case of felony not capital. I would preserve it in capital cases, but reduce the 
right of challenge in other cases, at all events, to five or six; and then magistrates would 
come in for their share of duty as jurors. If you leave the right of challenge at twenty, 
there being a feeling in the minds of prisoners generally that magistrates will deal more 
severely with them, or consider the case less carefully, of course they would take care to 
challenge every magistrate. I know in the Southern District, as soon as a magistrate 
appears in the box he is invariably challenged by the prisoner. 
Your opinion as to the influence of District Courts merely affects in some degree the 

experience which magistrates would acquire, and your latter suggestion is more as to the 
mode of administration: do you think any change could be effected in the mode of appoint-
ment. For instance, it has been suggested that the appointment of magistrates should be 
taken out of the hands of the Executive Government altogether, and placed in the hands of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court. What is your opinion of that proposal? I think it 
would not be advisable to give the appointment to the Judges of the Supreme Court. They 
have no better means of information than the members of the Executive Government. As 
they cannot have personal knowledge of gentlemen all through the country, they must make 
inquiries in the same way as the Executive Government are obliged to do. And, besides, I 
think it would bring the Judges unnecessarily in contact with a particular class. I should 
like to see the Judges as far removed from matters not strictly judicial as possible. 
Has it ever occurred to you that it would be desirable in any way to restrict the power 

of the Executive in these appointments? - I think the responsibility ought to rest on some 
individual member of the Executive, not on the body generaUy_I should say the Colonial 
Secretary. I would prefer the Colonial Secretary to the Attorney General. 
Would you be kind enough to state your reasons for preferring the Colonial Secretary to 

to the Attorney General? I take it that the Colonial Secretary represents society more 
generally than the Attorney General does. The Attorney Gdneral represents only a section 
of society; and his office and his habits would give a peculiar bias to his appointments. 
Has it come to your knowledge that magistrates in many instances have owed their 

appointments to the influence of Members of Parliament, and have been appointed in 
consideration of their political connection with those particular Members? I do not know 
personally any particular instances. 
It has been suggested by a high legal authority, examined before this Committee, that it 

would be advisable to divide the Colony into four districts, and have four Commissions of the 
Peace instead of one; these Commissions to terminate by law every three years, so that the 
appointment of a new Commission should necessarily arrive at a stated time, and necessarily 
be made by the Ministry of the day whatever their politics; and it is thought the adoption 
of this plan would cure some of the defects which, it is alleged, have arisen from political 
influence, where men have been appointed for other considerations than their fitness for the 
office, or the necessities of the districts to which they were appointed :—What is your opinion 
as to such a change as that? I do not think much would be gained by dividing the Colony 
into three or four jurisdictions. I see no reason why, the magistrates authority should not 

extend 
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C.. It Wdsh,  extend all over the Colony. The system of limiting the jurisdiction of magistrates to coun- 
Esq. ties in England and Ireland, has led to very great inconvenience, because a magistrate of one 

'" county cannot operate in another; and I may say it has given rise to a good deal of legis- 
1 5 JUl1 ,, 188 lation to correct that. 

You are aware that a motion was made in the Assembly during last session in favor of 
the election of magistrates? I have heard of that. 
What is your opinion as to the advisability of having the magistrates of the Colony 

elected? I think it right in principle, but it would be very difficult to carry it out—
inexpedient, in fact, from the state of society. 
Will you be kind enough to state the reasons, as far as you can collect them at this 

moment, why you think it inexpedient to elect the magistrates? I think we should be very 
likely tb have persons proposed as candidates who, although they might command a majority 
of votes, would not command the confidence of society. I do not think you can always take 
the majority of votes as the best guide to the moral qualifications of a party. 
I should gather from your evidence that you would scarcely be prepared to propose any 

alteration in the present mode of appointment? Except by confining the responsibility 
of the appointments to one member of the Ministry. I see no reason why the Commission 
should be limited, but .1 think a revision of it every three years would be very useful, and 
that non-attendance to the duty should be a sufficient ground for disqualification, or at least, 
for iion-renewal of the Commission in individual cases. I do not mean merely non-attendance 
at the Police Office, for I know some magistrates who never attend at the Police Office, and 
yet do a great deal of duty in their particular localities. I think there might be an account 
kept in each Police Office of the attendance of magistrates, and of the summonses and warrants 
that each magistrate returns to the Police Office; for in some cases, I know it would be 
found that some magistrates never do a single magisterial act during years they are in the Com-
mission of the Peace. Generally speaking, the magistrates who do not attend to their duties 
are the more respectable of the class, and if they were excluded from the Commission, the 
Commission would cease to be, what it is in many places, a social test. 
You think it would be unwise to take any action in consequnce of the infrequency of 

attendance on the Bench? Tue return ought to go beyond attendance on the Bench; there 
ought to be an inquiry as to what they have done. Now, for instance, I know one magistrate 
whom I have never seen on the Beach at Goulburn, and yet I know he does a great deal of 

work as a magistrate. 
I should gather further from whet you have said, that you think that in course of time 

many of the dfects now existing would be corrected ? I think so. I think also, that 
magistrates might be considerably assisted, and induced to attend more regularly, if the 
practice of their Courts was altered a little. I have always observed that it is very irksome 
to the magistrates attending at Petty Sessions to sit out an entire case while a possibly 
tedious clerk may be taking down the depositions. Perhaps it may be some trifling case, 
which a magistrate hearing the evidence viva voce could dispose of in a very few minutes; 

but according to the practice now, all this evidence must be written down, and thus there is 
a considerable waste of time. I think there is no reason why all the evidence should be 
taken down, except in cases of committal. In the Small Debts Courts the evidence is given 

viva cove, no depositions being taken, and the decisions are generally acquiesced in; but in 
a trifling case of assault, or of police nuisance, where the magistrates are only empowered to 
fine forty shillings, a lot of time is taken up in taking down the depositions. I think the 
practice might be improved in that particular. And 1 think, too, that some facility might 
be given to the magistrates if a Consolidation Act were passed, consolidating the Acts 
under which they have jurisdiction, instead of their having to hunt over a dozen hooks for 

one Act and another as they want them. 
Bq Mr. Foster: I think you said you considered the want of legal attainments on the 

part of the magistrates one reason of the evils complained of? Yes: 
Do you think another reason may not be found in the virtual want of responsibility—the 

difficulty of making magistrates responsible for any acts they may commit? I do not know 
that. Magistrates are responsible, of course, for what they do in their magisterial capacity. 
You can have an action against them if they do any thing wrong. 
Does it not amount virtually to irresponsibility on account of the difficulties attending 

such actions? It does now, in consequence of the difficulties of bringing actions in the 
Supreme Court; but when we have District Courts at people's doors it will be rather different. 
Then you think that in that respect, as well as in others, the District Courts will operate 

beneficially? I do. 
Have you found that there is a want of confidence as regards the paid rnagistrats as well as 

the unpaid ? No; generally speaking, there is greater confidence in the decisions of the 

paid magistrates. 
3. Would that not lead to the inference that the extension of paid magistrates throughout 
the country would remedy the evils complained of? Not unless you had only,paid magistrates. 
84. Do you not think the two classes could act together, so as to be a check on each other? 
No, because the paid magistrate would always be borne down by the unpaid. 
But the practice of acting together has prevailed up to the present time? It has. 
Have you found that it has been the case that the paid magistrates have been borne 

down by the unpaid? No, because, generally speaking, where there are paid magistrates the 
unpaid very seldom attend the Police Office; but I have known numbers of instances in which 
the paid magistrate has been in a minority of one. 
Do you recollect whether in the instances to which you refer the paid magistrate was in 

the right and the others in the wrong? I cannot say. 
Night it not have happened that the unpaid magistrates were right and the paid magis-

trate wrong? I cannot specify a case now regarding which I could give an opinion. 
Then do I understand that you are not favorable to the extension of paid magistrates, 

imless 
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unless they were the only class of magistrates? I should like to see paid magistrates in this C. H. Walsh. 
Jolony on the same basis as in Ireland—that is to say, itinerating magistrates. Es1. 
Do they act there with or without the co-operation of the unpaid ji'stices? The jurisdic- E ' \  

tion is concurrent. 
15 June, 1858. 

I thought I understood you that you would wish to see them established here solely, 
without unpaid magistrates? I think that would be the only way in which any benefit 
would be derived from increasing the number of paid magistrates. 

You do not mean to say the two ought not to act together? No; but, to produce 
the effect I understood you to refer to—to increase the confidence of the people in the 
administration of justice in the magistrates' courts—I should say that itshould be essential 
that Police Magistrates should act alone. 

Has it not come to your knowledge that where a Police Magistrate has been in the habit 
of acting continuously with unpaid magistrates, he has always acquired, from the circumstance 
of his being continually on the Bench, a greater authority, and his legal opinion has been 
listened to with greater respect? The unpaid magistrates do defer to the Police Magistrate 
to some extent in virtue of his office. He takes the chair, and in that way acquires some 
authority. 

Would not that effect be general throughout the Colony? I dare say it might; but I 
think the unpaid magistrates might do the work well enough, if they could be induced to 
attend to their business, - 

Then you think want of attendance is one of the evils? Want of attendance and want 
of uniformity in their decisions. So far as a magistrates' court is concerned, when attending 
professionally I never can tell a client' what the result of his case may be. I never attempt 
to do it, because the rule adopted by one magistrate one day may be overturned by another 
magistrate the next. Every magistrate has his own notions. 
Would you not say the appointment of paid magistrates would establish greater uniformity? 

Yes, if you could get competent men, legally educated. 

Of course the circumstance of a Police Magistrate being a paid functionary would render 
him more directly responsible than is the case now with unpaid magistrates? Of course he 
would be responsible to those who paid him. Besides, a paid magistrate would naturally, as 
a matter of conscience, devte himself to acquire a knowledge of his business. A greater 
amount of information would be expected from him than from unpaid magistrates. I think 
ignorance of his duties would be culpable in a Police Magistrate. 
4S. Have you any reason to believe that the public in general would have greater confidence 
in paid than in unpaid magistrates? I can hardly express an opinion on that subject. I 
think if we had paid magistrates here intinerating, similar to those in Ireland, the people 
would wait for their coming round to decide their cases. 
That, in effect, is admitting the affirmative of the question I ask? Perhaps it is. 
With regard to devolving the responsibility of the appointments of Justices of the Peace 

on a single member of the Executive Government, you stated your opinion that it would be 
better to choose the Colonial Secretary than the Attorney General; but supposing a Minister 
of Justice and Public Instruction to be appointed who would not necessarily be a legal 
gentleman, though he might be, would you think the same objection would lie in his case as 
in the case of the Attorney General? I do not. 

Do you not think the sole responsibility might very well vest in such an officer? I think so. 
By Mr. Mau-ka: I think you said there was some distrust in the public mind with respect 

to the present Commission of the Peace? I do not recollect that I conveyed that idea. Do 
you mean to the persons holding the Commission of the Peace? 

I understood you to mean that there was some distrust as to the capabilities of the 
present body of magistrates in the Commission? I think I said there is a general want of 
confidence in the administration of justice by the magistrates, arising from a want of 
uniformity in their decisions. 

And from want of legal knowledge more than from want of integrity? Yes. 
What do you think the best mode of remedying the defect? As I stated before, I think 

the introduction of District Courts will work improvement. Magistrates coming into these 
District Courts, and servilig as jurors, would have opportunities of observing the administra-
tion of the law upon recognised principles; and it would have the effect of enlarging their 
views, and giving them moreinformation with regard to legal matters. It would place the 
magistracy here pretty much in the same position as  the magistrates in England and Ireland. 
There they attend these Courts, and have opportunities of witnessing the administration of 
justice; and when they return to Petty Sessions of course they carry out the rules they have 
seen applied in the higher Courts. -. 
Do Y0117 think the magistrates in England and Ireland perform their duties more 

efficiently than in this Colony? Yes. 

That arises from the circumstance you have stated? And from their being better 
educated men. I think the magistrates here are quite equal to those at home in intelligence, 
as far as deciding on a matter of fact; but I think the education of the ipagistrates here is 
much lower than in England and Ireland. 

Do you think there are many eligible persons in the country districts who are not in the 
Commission of the Peace? So far as I know the Southern District, I think every person 
who ought to be in the Commission is in it, as far as the country gentlemen are concerned; 
but in some of the towns there are many very respectable tradesmen—wealthy men, and men 
of great intelligence—that I think might be very well in the Commission of the Peace. 
I am more convinced of that, because men of the same stamp in other country towns are in 
the Commission of the Peace. 

Do you think there is any great want of further increase to the Benches in the different 
towns? As far as Goulburn is concerned, there might be a few additions to it; but I do not 
know that there is any great want. 
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C. H. Walsh, 60. No urgent necessity for an increase of numbers? No. 
Esq. 61. You think that as far as the country districts are concerned generally, nearly all the 

eligible persons are at present in the Commission of the Peace? I think so, so far as I know 
15 June, 1858. them. In reference to a question of the Chairman's, as to whether I have known parties put 

in the Commission of the Peace because they were connected with Members of the Assembly,—
I remember a couple of instances in which very active parties at an election, who were not in 
the Commission before the election, were in it immediately afterwards. At the same time, 
I should say that they were very proper parties to be in the Commission of the Peace. 
Do you think there are many improper persons in the Commission of the Peace? That 

of course is matter of opinion. There are many persons in it whom, if I were appointing 

magistrates, I would not appoint. 
Do you think the general efficiency of the different Benches is in any way interfered 

with in consequence of ineligible persons being in the Commission of the Peace? I am not 
aware of any appointment to the Commission of the Peace that I would actually pronounce 
ineligible, although there are parties in it whom, if I were appointing magistrates, I would 

not appoint. 
Do you think the presence of these parties on the Benches has the effect of keeping more 

efficient magistrates away? I am not aware of any case of that kind. 
You think, on the whole, that in the country districts the best men, and all of them, are 

in the Commission of the Peace? Yes, so far as the country gentlemen are concerned. 
There are some cases where the managers of large establishments are men of great intelligence, 
and command the confidence of the entire district in which they reside, and would therefore 
be very eligible as magistrates; but they are not in the Commission. There is, however, a 
difficulty with respect to their admission, because if you open the door once to let in superin- 
tendents, there is no saying where it will end. 
You think the number of magistrates at present sufficient to do the duty, if they woula 

give the ordinary attention to it? Quite sufficient as to the Southern Districts. 
By Mr. Pidding/on: I think I heard you say that, as a professional man, you could not 

give your clients any information with respect to the probable decisions of the magistrates? 
I could not anticipate what the decision might be. 
In no cases? I should not say in no cases. 
But as a general rule? If there be any controversy at all in the matter, I never under-

take to give an opinion. I cannot tell beforehand wbat7 the decision may be, from the uncer- 
tainty that exists, arising from the want of uniformity. 
Can you give the Committee the grounds on which that want of uniformity arises? I 

think I have already stated it arises from the defective legal education of the magistrates. 
Magistrates in this Colony administer justice in a multitude of cases in summary juris- 

diction? In a very large number of cases. 
If there is any defect arising from want of sufficient legal education, is not that defect a 

prima facie proof of the incompetency for such arduous and responsible duties? Looking at 
it as a lawyer, I should say very few of the magistrates are competent; but I do not think the 
magistrates ought to be lawyers; nor do I think it is the intention of the institution that 

they should be lawyers. 
My question was not directed to inquire whether you think magistrates should be law- 

yers, but whether your own statement of the impossibility of anticipating the verdict of 

unpaid magistrates is not primd facie proof of incompetency for the performance of the 
duties they are called upon to perform? I do not think it is evidence of absolute incompe-
tency. Of course if you make legal acquirements a test of competency, it is evidence of 
incompetency; but there are other considerations to be entered into. 
Are you satisfied, from your observation of the magistrates generally, that as a body 

they are competent to the performance of the duties they are entrusted with ? Yes ; and I 
do not see where you can get any other magistrates. If the magistrates here had the same 
opportunities of acquiring a knowledge of the law that magistrates have in older countries, 
I think they would be as competent as we have any right to expect. 
Speaking of their present qualifications, without reference to any future hopes, do you 

say the unpaid magistrates are fully competent? Not fully competent; but I think the 
unpaid magistrates can discharge all the duties of their office, with the exception of strictly 

legal matters. 
I think you said, that if paid Police Magistrates were appointed to itinerate, the public 

would wait for the appearance of these gentlemen, in preference to having their cases decided 

by the unpaid magistrates? I think they would. 
Is not that a further proof of the existing want of confidence in the unpaid magistrates 

as such? Yes; I think I said there was some indication of want of confidence. 
If Police Magistrates were appointed with the view of improving the administration of 

justice, on what ground would you desire or approve the continuance of unpaid magistrates? 
Because 1 think it would be more a question of expense than anything else. I think if you 
could put paid magistrates in every district you might dispense with unpaid magistrates; 
but until you are able to do that you must continue them. You must have some magistrates 
in every district. I think, with reference to the Southern District, that perhaps three paid 
magistrates ought to be able to assist the local magistrates to a very great extent, if they 

were itinerating. 
You are decidedly,  of opinion that paid magistrates would be more efficient administrators 

of justice than the unpaid? Yes. 
You have also stated that the general appointment of paid magistrates is a question of 

expense, not of qualification? Yes. 
Have you observed any difference of late years with respect to the fitness, generally 

speaking, of appointments to the Commission of the Peace, compared with those made in 

former 
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former years? When I knew the magistrates of the district first, the magistracy was more C. H. Walsh, 
confined to a particular class than it is now. sq. 

i Was that class a more competent class? Not more competent, but t might be regarded 
socially as more respectable. 15 June, 155S. 

Your attention has been drawn by the Chairman to the proposition of His Honor 
the Chief Justice,—that proposition beiig, that the country should be divided into four 
districts, for which distinct Commissions should issue at short periods, the magistrates of each 
division to have jurisdiction only within one district, but their warrants to run throughout 
the territory—do you think that scheme in itself is open to serious objection ? I do not see 
how it would improve the condition of the magistracy; but I can see no objection to it 
beyond this, that wherever the lines would be drawn for these divisions inconveniences would 
arise, unless double Commissions—Commissions for two districts—were issued to the magis-
trates living on the borders. I know in Ireland it is a very usual practice to issue Commissions 
for two or more counties to magistrates living immediately on the border. 
Supposing that proposal of dividing the Commission of the Peace into local divisions was 

accompanied by one referring the proposed lists periodically to the Judges for their revision—
would you see any objection to such a reference? Yes. I should not like to see the Judges 
interfering with the appointment of the magistrates, or having anything to do with them. I 
think the further the Judges are kept away from matters unconnected with their duties on 
the Bench the better for society in a small community like this. The Judges could not 
revise a list of that kind without making inquiries, and the Minister having the appointment 
could make inquiries just as well as the Judges. 
Do you think the appointment of magistrates should depend on political influences, or 

the rcsults of contested elections? I do not think it should. Of course, at the same time, I 
know that politics have kept men out of the Commission of the Peace in the old country, and 
I see no reason why politics may not help some of them into it. 
Do I gather from you that you express an opinion in favor of politics being taken as a 

qualification? Not as a matter of qualification; but as a matter of recommendation. If a. 
person be a suitable man to be in the Commission of the Peace, and he serves a friend in a 
contested election, I see no reason why that friend should not help him into the Commission. 
Do I understand that you are in favor of the popular election of magistrates? I think 

it right in principle; but it would be impracticable to carry it out. 
If it be right in principle, on what ground do you think we should not attempt to carry 

it out? I think the state of society would prevent it. 
Then you would not entrust the parliamentary electors of the country with the right of 

electing magistrates? No. 

Have you turned your attention to the system pursued in appointing High Sheriffs at 
home? I am aware of the system. 
Are not the Judges the persons who recommend persons for the office of High Sheriff? 

The Judges recommend three gentlemen for the office, and one of these three is selected by 
the Crown. That is the practice in Ireland, and I believe it is similar in England. 
Do you think it possible to apply that principle, enlarging of course the number of names, 

to the appointment of magistrates here ? It is possible to apply it, but not with reference to 
the Supreme Court Judges, because their circuits are so limited; their personal knowledge of 
the gentry of the districts is confined merely to the circuit districts. In England the Judges 
of course come into contact with the gentry of every county, and the districts being com-
paratively limited they can very easily inform themselves as to the character and position of 
every gentlemen in the county. But the Judges of the Supreme Cdurt here can hardly be 
acquainted with the gentlemen of the different districts, merely because they each of them 
visit those districts, when going circuit, once in eighteen months. The Judges of the 
District Courts, of course, would have an opportunity of acquiring information. But, as I 
said before, I should like to keep the Judges, both of the District Courts and Supreme Court, 
as far as possible from contact with the people. They cannot be too much removed from it. 
Do you not think the office of Attorney General is that particular office that would be 

likely to afford security to the public in respect to devolving the responsibility of these 
appointments on one member of the Executive, rather than on the entire body? I do not 
think the public could have more confidence in the appointments because they were made by 
the Attorney General; on the contrary, I think there would rather be a prejudice against 
appointments made by the Attorney General. 

Will you have the kindness to state on what grounds you think there would be such a 
prejudice? Because I think the general feeling would be, that the Attorney General, from 
his office and habits, would have a legal bias. I may add, that so long as the Attorney 
General is a Minister, going in and out with the Ministry, and looking to the condition of 
the profession here, in this Colony, it would be very unsafe to leave the appointment of 
magistrates in the hands of the Attorney General. 
Have you any opinion as to the number of gentlemen holding the Commission of the 

Peace here—I mean whether the magistrates are not more numerous than the necessities of 
the country require? So far as the Southern District is concerned I do not think there are 
too many of them. 

William 
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William Munnings Arnold, Esq., N. P., examined - 

W.M. Arnold, 1. By t1e G'1aiprn.an: You are a Member of the Legislative Assembly, and a magistrate of 
Isq, M.P. the territory? Yes. 

2. You have resided for some years in the district of the Hunter? Yes, for nineteen years. 
15 June, 1858. 3• Have you also at any time resided in any othr parts of the Celony? Yes; I have been 

in various parts of the Colony, and resided for two or three years in the district of Mudgee, 
on the Gold Fields usually, but not permanently. 
You are aware this Committee has been appointed to inquire into the state of the magis- 

tracy ? Yes. 
1)uriug your residence in the Colony, have you had many opportunities afforded you of 

observing the character of the magistrates and the manner in which they discharge their 
duties on the Bench? I think I have had particular opportunities of doing so. I have paid 
great attention to the matter ever since I arrived in the Colony. 
When did you first arrive in the Colony? In 1889. 
Was the niagistracy then of such a character as to command your confidence? My 

attention was first called to the matter by being accidentally present in a Court House when 
some proceedings were being taken ; and it was in consequence of what I saw then, that I 
paid more particular attention to the mode in which the magistrates performed their duties. 
. ilawe you any objection to state what was the circumstance that so attracted your attention, 
without mentioning any names? The circumstance was this, of a man being tried in the 
absence of any prosecutor, and in the absence of any evidence, and being convicted. 
What was he tried for? For insolence to his master. 
What was the sentence? I believe the sentence was fifty lashes. 

Ii. Passing on over the course of your experience with reference to the magistracy froth that 
time to this, has it, in your opinion, at any time been in a better state? I think it has 

been gradually improving. 
Down to the present time? Yes, unquestionably. 
Do you think it has improved, to such an extent as to command pretty generally, at the 

present time, the confidence of the people of the Colony? I do not think the people have 
that confidence which they ought to have, and which they have a right to expect to have, 

in the administration of justice in the Courts of Petty Sessions. 
Do you think that at the present time there are persons holding the Commission of the 

Peace who are entirely unfit, by education, natural ability, and social position for dis-
charging the duties of the Bench, so as to administer justice, and command public confidence? 
I think there are persons in the Commission who are entirely unfit; who do not in any 
degree command the confidence of the people, and who, certainly, very much detract from 

the respectability of the magistracy. 
Are you aware whether this opinion obtains generally among the public? Almost 

universally. 
Then, you are of opinion that some steps are necessary to improve the state of the 

magistracy even now? The character of the magistracy might be improved .by revising the 
Commission; but I do not think that would be sufficient to improve the confidence of the 
people in the administration of justice in the Courts of Petty Sessions. 

You have seen one Commission revised within the last few years? Yes. 
Do you think that revision had the effect of improving the Commission? I saw very 

little difference in the Commission after the revision and before, except that a great number 
of names were added. I had hoped that great part of the change would have been in the 
omission of names improperly included, and in that respect I saw so slight a change that it 

was not worth mentioning. 
Do you not think if a revision took place again the same reasons would operate—the 

disagreeableness of omitting gentlemen's names, and the political consequences to the 
Ninister of the day—so as to produce the same result? No doubt public men—the Minis-
try more especially —would be likely to be influenced by considerations of that kind; but 
1 have a great doubt in my own mind whether omitting time persons I am now alluding to 
as unfit for the office would have the effect of operating to their prejudice at any time when 
they might require popular support. I believe the popular feeling is against these men—I 

have no doubt about it. 
Several suggestions, amounting to positive recommendations, have been thrown out for 

effecting a complete change in time mode of appointment; for instance, it has been suggested 
that appointments might be made by the Judges; again, that the appointments might still 
be made by the Executive, subject to the approval of the Judges; and again, that persons 
might be nominated by the Judges, but finally appointed by the Executive;—what is your 
opinion as to the Judges of the Supreme Court having anything to do, in either of these 
modes, with appointments to the Commission of the Peace-? I think appointments by the 
Judges would be more objectionable than any other mode of appointment I could conceive. 

\Vill you be kind enough to state the reasons for your opinion ? In the first 
place, the Judges ought to be kept entirely above suspicion; and I am quite sure 
suspicion would always attach to the appointment of magistrates in some way or other. 
No Commission could be formed where exception would not be taken to the character of 
some of the persons appointed; and it would be imputed tothe Judges, as it is now imputed 
to others by whom the appointments are made, that they were made from considerations of 
friendship or relationship, or perhaps even more improper motives. I also think the magis-
trates and Judges in some degree occupy a position checking one another, and therefore I 
do not think the one ought to be the creation of the other. 

One or more of the present Judges, who have given evidence, are of opinion that they 
would not have the means of acquiring time requisite information? I think they would not 
have so good means of obtaining information as even the Ministers would have. But the 
people themselves seem to me to be the persons who have the best knowledge of the fitness of 
- any 
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any person to occupy the position of a magistrate, and therefore I think they ought to T. M. Arnold, 
exercise some voice in their appointment, although I still feel a doubt whether it would be Esq., M.P. 
desirable that they should absolutely elect them. 

It has been proposed by one. of the Judges of the Supreme Court that there should be a 15 June, 1858. 
division of the jurisdiction of the magistrates—that the Colony should be divided into, I 
believe, four districts, for which four Commissions should be issued, and that these Commis-
sions should terminate by s!atute at a particular time, so that the duty of re-appointing 
should fall to the Minister arbitrarily, whoever he might be, who might be in power at the 
time the Commission expired; and that the warrants issued by tlig magistrates so appointed 
should have full force over the whole Colony? I can see no reason for the proposed change, 
and as it seems to me to be making that complex which is now siniple,—and that the only 
effect,—I think it would be very objectionable. It will be recollected that a similar plan was 
carried out at one time with regard to the City of Sydney, and found to operate badly; 
magistrates were appointed for the City of Sydney only, and when warrants were sent down 
to be executed in Sydney, great inconvenience was experienced from the necesdty of having 
them endorsed; in some cases they were executed, the parties not being aware that they had 
no power in the City of Sydney. The result was a constant clashing of authority. In 
England the greatest difficulty is experienced from the same cause, the magistrates of one 
county having no jurisdiction in another; and although a constable may have it in his power 
to apprehend a man, before he can go to a magistrate and get the warrant endorsed the man 
has escaped. Every body knows the difficulty in England of putting a stop to a prize fight 
from the same cause; the combatants escape from one county to another, and before a fresh 
warrant can be obtained the fight is half over. 
I think the object of the division would be to counteract the political influence which is 

supposed to prevail in the appointment of magistrates in this way—that on the expiration 
of the diffcrent Commissions the duty of re-appointing would fall to the Minister of the day, 
irrespective of any will of his own in the matter, and that, while his connexions might be in 
one division of the Colony, the privilege of appoining magistrates might fall to him in 
another. It is imagined by the author of this proposal, that by some check of this kind we 
may counteract the political influences that may naturally be supposed to come into play 
under Responsible Government ? I see one objection to the plan, namely, that it would 
have the effect of limiting the authority of the magistrates, and would also lessen the honor, 
in some degree. That, I think, would be very objectionable, as the honor of holding the 
Commission of the Peace is. now the only inducement to accept an office which involves a 
good deal of trouble, if acted upon. I think every ca.re  ought to be taken not unnecessarily 
to limit the honor and dignity of the office. 

Supposing the appointment be retained absolutely in the hands of the Executive, what 
would you think of the proposal to concentrate the responsibility in one Minister-2say a 
Minister of Justice, if one should be appointed—or the Colonial Secretary? Practically 
I think that would have very little effect, because we know that although one Minister may 
be ostensibly responsible, he would be very much under the influence of the other Ministers, 
and they, again, would be under the influence of their political supporters. 

You are aware that a motion was made in the Legislative Assembly in favor of the 
election of magistrates—what do you think of that proposal? I confess I should feel some 
hesitation in assenting to it; but, at the same time, I think the people ought to have 
some voice in the matter. I can seen no reason why a system should not be resorted to 
of electing persons to be eligible as magistrates, the power of nomination by the Executive 
being confined to those persons who had been determined upon, in their different districts, to 
be competent; that, again, [think, ought to be guarded by a property qualification. 

Perhaps it would be as well, at this stage, for you to state in detail any suggestion that 
you wish to offer for improving the character of the inagistra.cy, and insuring the more satis. 
factory administration of justice? I have not considered the matter in detail, but I think 
the principle I have indicated should be adopted in appointing magistrates,_-that the 
Executive and the people among whom the magistrates are intended to act should jointly have 
the power; but whether the Executive should name a number of gentlemen, and the people elect 
the required number of magistrates from among those so named, or whether the people 
should nominate and the Executive appoint, seems to me a matter of very little importance. 

Do you not think either mode would give rise to a good deal of dissatisfaction—for 
instance, supposing the people elected the same person to the field of eligibility, as it really 
would be, and the Executive year after year declined to appoint him, would it not have the 
effect of marking this person out in an unenviable manner, as having some supposed stigma 
attached to him, or being in some way objectionable ? I think the honor of being elected 
by the people as an eligible person would be so much greater than the indignity offered by 
the Executive in refusing to appoint him, that the one would more than counterbalance the 
other. 
Still the honor would have a kind of veto put upon it by the Executive Government? 

The appointments would be made in the same mode as that in which special juries are now 
chosen : A list of twenty-four is submitted by the Sheriff, from which• twelve jurors are 
chosen by the parties interested. The plan I propose would be of a somewhat similar 
character. 

The cases do not appear to me to be analogous—in the case of jurors, special reasons are 
understood to operate, whereas, in the case of persons selected as eligible and not appointed, 
some circumstance of disqualification would be imagined to exist? No, I do not think so, 
because I propose thatt a double number should be selected by whichever party takes the 
initiative, and that only half that number should be appointed. 

What is your opinion as to the expediency of appointing Police Magistrates to the chief 
centres of population? I have for some time been of opinion that perfect confidence would 
never be felt in the administration of justice in the Courts of Petty Sensions until there are 

278—P paid 
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W.M. Arnold, paid magistrates; and I think these magistrates should be as much as possible travelling 
sq.......magistrates, occupying much the same position in their smaller sphere as the Chairman of 

'i Quarter Sessions does in his larger one. 
1June, 188. 32. Do you think if persons were appointed in this manner to visit certain places within 

certain limits, that, by reason of their paying more attention or undivided attention to the 
study of their duties, the administration of justice in these Courts would be much improved, 
and in consequence the confidence of the people obtained? Yes. I think also, that the 
same mode of action ought to be made to apply to chief constables. 

I should infer from your general answer just now, that you are Dot of opinion that the 
appointments to the Bench made under ilesponsible Government are in any respect inferior 
to these formerly made? I think they are superior. I think the magistrates appointed now 
are superior to those appointed under the old state of things; but they are not comparatively 
su-perior, because the state of society has improved very much during the last few yt ars; the 

requirements of the people are much more rigid and exacting; they expect more, and there-
fore I do not think their expectations are comparatively better, perhaps not even so well 
fulfilled now, as they were then. 
Then it is your opinion that although the magisiracy has improved during the last twenty 

years, that improvement has not kept pace with the improvement in the state of society? 

Exactly so. 
3.5. With regard to any change for the better, should you think that, as the result of the 
inquiry of this Committee, it will be necessary to recommend any specific legislation on the 
subject, or that it would be sucient for the Committee to put their recommendations in a 
Report for the consideration of the Executive? I think they ought only to report. 1 think 
it would be for the Executive to determine the proper mode of carrying out the recommen- 

dations of the Committee. 
36. I do not think you quite understand my question—I mean, does the case require specific 
legislation from any source, or whether the recommendations of this Committee might not be 
supposed to be sufficiently influential to effect the improvement? I presume some legislation 
would be necessary, because I should like to see a system of itinerating Police 1\lagistrates, 
who should each take in as many districts as would completely emply them; and the same 
character be given to the chief constables. At the same time, I think the ordinary duties of 
the Bench could be very well performed by the unpaid magistrates, who could, if they chose, 
defer any case of importance to the day when the paid magistrate would he sitting. The 
people themselves would also have an opportunity of bringing on their cases when the paid 
magistrate was sitting, and that I think they would do; but still I think emergencies might 
arise, that would be supplied by the ordinary magistrates. I think it as a matter of great 
importance that the chief constables should have an itinerating character, and have the 
complete control of a large scope of country, so that by being able to communicate personally 
with their subordinates in that vay from time to time, they would be much more likely to 
trace crime, and apprehend offenders who might be escaping. At present they seldom think 

of travelling out of their own districts. 
87. Do you think there is at present a superabundance of magistrates in the Commission of 
the Peace? I think there are a great number of persons in the Commission who should not 
be in it, not only on account of their character, but also on account of their wanting those 
means that would be a guarantee of their responsibility for any acts they may 'commit in 
their eapaity as magistrates; as well as many who are useless from habitual inattention to 

their duties. 
Do you think there are more magistrates than are necessary? I think not, considering 

the habitual inattention of so many of the magistrates to their duties. 
.By Mr. Lee: What is your opinion respecting Benches of Magistrates recommending 

persons to the Executive for the appointment? I have a strong objection to that which 
arises froni observing the practical results of those recommendations. It is this, that while 
gentlemen whom the people have considered eligible have for a series of years been excluded, 
immediately they have been placed in the Commission, we have found it has been followed by 
the introduction of all the members of their families—brothers, cousins, and so on; and that 
in fact the Bench has become a sort of family meeting place. In my own district, just to 
give you an instance, during some fifteen years that 1 lived there, there were two Messrs. 
Park, one of whom was a Member of the Legislature, two Messrs. Cory, one of whom is now 
warden of the district, who were kept out of the Commission for a great number of years, 
though the opinion was universal in the district that they were very fit persons, or at least 
that some of them were; but immediately one Mr. Park was put in the Commission, his 
introduction was followed by that of his brother; directly one Mr. Cory was put in the 
Commission, the other was also appointed; so that now the only magistrates are two Messrs. 
Boydell, two Messrs. Brown, two Messrs. Cory, and two Messrs. I'aik; and the consequence 
is, that the Bench is a sort of family party, who determine who they s:all include, and who 

they shall exclude. 
The magistrates have no power to appoint? No; but their recommendation is always 

influential. 
Do you believe the decisions of the Benches are generally just ones? I think the 

decisions are far more satisfactory now than they were; and I attribute that, in a great 
degree, to the power of the people to make their proper influence felt, and to the spread of 

the local Press. 
You are aware, I should fancy, that magistrates never can please both parties? It 

would be very difficult to do so, nor do I think it at all necessary that they should please 
either party. A strict and impartial administration of the law may sometimes please neither 
party immediately concerned in a particular case, but will be generally appreciated by the 

people at large. 
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By M. Piddinyton: With reference to your observations upon the proposed division of W.M. Arnold, 
the Commission into three or four local lists, I think you stated that you objected to such Esq., M. 

division, on the dçronnd of the inconveniences that would arise from limiting the currency of 
the warrants? Limiting the jurisdiction, and also diminishing the honor of the office. 15 June, 1858. 

But if the restrictions upon the authority of the local magistrates, as I may call them 
for convenience, were confined to the right of adjudication—the warrants having effect 
throughout- the territory—would you have the same objection ? I would have the same 
objection, because I think the magistrates would be more efficient in dstriets where they 
were not locally interested or prejudiced if it were possible to obtain their attendanco ; and 
that is the reason I wish to have itinerating magistrates, because they would not be influenced 
by these local feelings. 
That objection would apply to the unpaid niagistraey as a body? It does, no doubt, 

and that is why I wish to see paid magistrates appointed to act in the way I mention. 
46• 

You have adverted to two modes of improving the constitution of the rnagistracy,—onc 
by appointing paid itinerating magistrates, and the other by permitting the parliamentary 
electors, [ suppose, to elect a giveI number of candidates for appointment by the Executive? 
Yes, candidates having a property qualification. 
47. What should be that qualification? Either a qualification in property, or the suret.iship 
of two responsible persons for the proper execution of the office. The reason why I wish to 
see magistrates possessed of a property qualification is this, that I think they have enormous 
power entrusted to them in the execution of the law—almost unlimited power; and if they 
are not made responsible by liability to a pecuniary penalt.y, it seems to me they may - 
become a sort of tyrants in their own districts, whose power, though it ought to be limited 
by law, is in fact not limited at all. 
45. Then your proposition that every magistrate should have a property qualification is con-
nected with the necessity of increasing their responsibility to the public? Yes. I also think 
it derogates altogether from the character of the magistrates that they should be known as men 
of neither character nor means. 

[low would you secure increased responsibility as between the unpaid magistrates and 
the public? By means of the property qualification. They would then he responsible a 
all events in pocket for maladministration. 

How would that circumstance enable you to reach a magistrate under the present law ? 
You could bring an action against him. I know the difficulties of doing so are very great; 
but if you could show that he has maliciously used the power entrusted to him to injure any 
one, you could recover damages; but if he has no means, of course he can use his power in any 
way he thinks fit, and there is no redress whatever. 
Is there not great difficulty, almost amounting to impossibility, in proving malice legally? 

Almost; but the difficulty of obtaining redress amounts quite to impossibility if he has no 
means. I may state that several eases have occurred in which malice has been proved. In 
the action brought against Mr. Gaggin a short time ago, considerable damages were recovered; 
and in a case of my own, I brought an action against a magistrate and recovered damages to 
the amount of £200, at least I got a verdict for it, but that was the end of my redress. I - 
may also say, as another reason for requiring a property qualification, that I do not understand. 
how any person who has no property can afford to give up his time to the duties of the office, 
or how it couldbe expected of him; and if he cannot afford to give up his time, where is the 
use of appointing him? 

By the U/i airman : Would not that reason apply with as much force to Members of the 
Assembly, from whom no property qualification is now required? No. There is, I think, a 
very obvious distinction : Members of the Assembly have no individual unchecked power 
affecting the liberty or property of another, as magistrates have. 
I mean simply as to their ability to give up their time? I think it is a consideration for 

the electors whether they will elect a person who cannot afford to give up his time. If they 
do so, they must take the consequence of their own act. But in the case of magistrates, the 
sufferers do not take the consequence of their own act, but of the act of another over whom 
they have no control whatever. 

By Mr. Piddingion: Do yox recommend a property qualification in connection with 
your proposed scheme of empowering the electors to choose a certain number as eligible 
candidates for the office of magistrate? Yes; I do not think any person having no property, 
or unable to give security, ought to he a magistrate, under any circumstances. And I think 
Police Magistrates ought to be obliged to give the same security as other public officers 
holding responsible offices; but if the magistrates were elected, I think the property quali-
fication less necessary. 
Have you considered the details of the proposal you have described to the Committee in 

reference to the election of quasi nominees to the choice of the Executive—have you given 
any consideration to the number of parties who should be offered for selection to the 
Executive? No; I have not considered all the details of the plan. I think if it were found 
that the principle of electing magistrates answered to the extent I have named, it might then 
be made more absolute. 

By the Cliai,man : Do you not think the mode of selection you propose would have the 
effeCt of degrading the right of election,—that the fact of the people electing gentlemen 
merely to the position of nominees—electing to a virtual nullity—to a position from which 
they might be removed by the will of the Exceutive,—would detract from the power and 
dignity of the electors? I do not think so. But it is not necessary the people should elect 
the nominees; if it be thought better, the Executive could name certain persons as eligible, 
and from them the people could finally elect the magistrates. 

By Mr. P.ddington: Do you think that would meet with popular approbation—do you 
not think the public would object to any exclusive list depriving them of a general power of 

electing 
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W.M. Arnold, electing whom they chose? I think many would probably wish to go further, and many 
Lsq, M.P. would not wish to go so far. I have a doubt whether it would be satisfactory to a considerable 

majority. 
15 June, 188. 58. In any case—whether the Crown should select a certain number of eligible persons to be 

elected from by the people, or whether the people should elect and the Crown nominate 
finally—would it not be necessary to take legislative action to bring the scheme into opera-
tion? No doubt it would. 

THUI?SDAY, 17 JUNE, 1858. 

13rtdnt 

MR. MURRAY, MR. FORSTER, 

Mn. LEE, MR. MARKS. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

The Hon. Stuart A. Donaldson, Esq, M. P., called in and examined :-

Thdllon.S.A. 1. By the  C1iarinan: You are a Member of the Legislative Assembly? Yes, I am. 
Donaldson, 2. And were Prime Minister on the inauguration of Responsible Government? Yes; from 

April, 1857, until September of that year. 
3. During your administration, were any gentlemen placed in the Commission of the Peace? 

17 1858 une, There were very few. If I remember rightly, we were very much pressed with public 
business, and postponed the general appointment of magistrates until a new Commission 
should issue. That issue of a new Commission was felt to be a matter of pressing importance, 
and we had it prominently before us; but in fact very few gentlemen were appointed to the Com-
mission. A new Commission was not issued during the time I was Colonial Secretary. The 
appointments made were, I think, almost exclusively confined to gentlemen connected with 
the neighbouring colonies. I may go on to state what steps we took with regard to the new 
Commission. Although we did not at the time I was Prime Minister issue a new Commission, 
the desirableness of a revision of the then existing Commission, and the appointment of a 

ag number of new magistrates was so forced upon us, that my colleues and myself agreed to 
take a step preliminary to the issue of a new Commission, to the following effect: We issued 
a circular, in the first instance, to every Member of the Legislative Assembly without 
distinction, stating that it was desirable, as far as possible, to omit from the then existing 
Commission the names of any gentlemen holding the Commission of the Peace who 
had done anything derogatory to their position, and Who ought from their characters 
to be excluded; at the same time we expressed a desire that none but gentlemen of the 
highest character should be appointed to the Commission of the Peace, and requested the 
co-operation of the Members of the Legislative Assembly, so far as local acquaintance enabled 
them to give us advice, in the nomination of gentlemen who were considered highly eligible. 
That circular was answered, I think, by every Member of the house. In some instances, 
(there were not more, I think, than five,) gentlemen declined to name any one, and declined 
to express any opinion as to the existing Commission. In almost every instance, with the 
exception of these five, there were names submitted of gentlemen, generally in the districts 
where the Members of the Assembly who recommended them resided; and in a great many 
instances there were suggestions (which were considered privileged) of names of gentlemen 
in the Oommission who ought to be left out of the new Commission. There were also 
expressions of opinion in more than one quarter of the desirableness rather of taking great 
care in framing a new Commission, as to the names of these gentlemen who should be 
app&nted, than any extreme elimination of the names of those who already held the office, on 
the ground, which is very plain and evident to any one—that to appoint gentlemen is one 
thing, but to strike gentlemen out, unless there is some clear case against them, is quite 
another matter. The Ministry, of which I was then the head, had taken this matter into 
serious consideration. We had gone the length of drawihg out lists of all the nominations 
by gentlemen who had favored us with their assistance, both of those who should be 
appointed and those who should be omitted. The gentleman then acting as Private Secretary 
to the Colonial Secretary (Captain Scott) was solely intrusted with this task. It was 
thought to be one of great delicacy, and no information regarding it passed beyond the 
precincts of my own office (the Colonial Secretary's.) But before any action was taken in 
this matter—before anything more than this preliminary step towards issuing a new Com-
mission had been done—we resigned our offices. 
Did you find it was a matter of difficulty to effect the revision? Very great difficulty 

indeed. We found in many cases that charges had been brought against gentlemen holding 
the Commission of the Peace of which, on investigating, no proof could be found; that 
these charges, although perhaps based upon the truth, were not capable of proof; that in 
many cases they arose from rumour, and sometimes rumour at second hand; and there were 
many which, on the face of them, bore some indication of ill-will or personal malice. 
And you concluded, that once in the Commission of the Peace it would be very unjust to 

strike a gentleman out, unless there was a clear case against him? Yes; unless a clear case 
was proved against him it was hard to strike him out. He was appointed, not by our own 
act, and having found him there we left him where we found him. 
You were also a member of the Parker Administration? I was. I was Minister of 

Finance and Trade. 
[. Several magistrates were appointed under that Administration? Yes, a new Commission 
was issued, and the work intended to be undertaken by the Administration of which I was 
the head, was completed by the Governmit of Mr. Parker—of which I was Treasurer. I 

felt 
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felt it was not beside my duty to those gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly whom I had Thellon.S.A. 
addressed as Prime Ninister, and it was due also to my colleagues to give them the benefit of Donaldson, 
the information I had 'collected by the circulars. Accordingly, I placed all these papers 
onfidentia11y in the hands of Mr. Parker. I was the more induced to this course on public  
grounds, because three of the members of the new Cabinet—I mean Mr. Manning, the 17 June, 188. 
Attorney General ; Mr Darvahl, the Solicitor General, and myself, the Trcasrer—had been 
Members of the former Administration, of which I was Colonial Secretary, and I thought it 
would be of gret use to all parties to give the new Cabinet—consisting of Mr. Parker, 
Colouial'Secretary; Mr. flay, Minister of Lands and Works; and Mr. Peas Thomson, who 
became a Member of the Cabinet without office, being nominated by the Governor General 
Vice President of the Executive Council—the benefit of our labors to that extent. 
In that Commission which was issued were many names left out ? A great many names 

were left out; but in no case were names left out without the most careful investigation as to 
tile reason and proof positive of some delinquency or misconduct. 
Were many new names included? Yes; a great many new names were included. 
hOW was the information obtained by the Government as to the fitness of the gentlemen 

who were appointed ? It was drawn to a considerable degree from the replies to the circulars 
already alluded to. It was also drawn from information open to us all—each of us (myself 
and late colleagues) knew something of one or more districts, and from personal acquaintance 
with different gentlemen, and from other sources of information derived from Government 
officers. I must state that, at the time I was Colonial Secretary, in addition to the circulars 
sent to the Members of the Legislative Assembly, I also forwarded circulars addressed to the 
Benches of Magistrates, calling for a return of the members comprising the Bench, and a list 
of the attendances of the Justices in each police district; together with a memorandum of 
the death or absence from the Colony of any magistrates belonging to such Bench. I 
endeavoured to find out what gentlemen omitted to attend at all, and who treated their 
appointments in the Commission of the Peace as a dead letter. We were partly guided, in 
addition to other sources of information, by these circulars; but in no case was a person omitted 
from personal feeling only, and when there was no proof of public delinquency or misconduct. 

Was the information received from the magistrates. in answer to the circulars very 
valuable in guiding you in your appointments? No, I don't think so. 

It has been suggested that perhaps the best mode of ascertaining the fitness of the party 
would be the recommendation of the Bench where be resided? I think some information 
was got in that way, but we did not invite the magistrates to point out names; we, only asked 
them to give returns of the actual attendances. We did not invite'their nomination, so we 
hardly tested that means of gaining information. 

We you guided at all in making 'the new appointments by the fact that additional 
magistrates were required in the districts? We were very much guided by that. Where we 
made the greatest numerical addition, it will be found in every instance that it was owing to 
the representation that a dearth of magistrates existed in that district. That had a material 
effect in favoring some districts more than others. 

Were not many appintments made in Sydney? Yes, a great many. 
Magistrates were numerous in Sydney ? We did not think it precluded the necessity 

of nominating the number we placed in the new Commission. 
116. The great object you regarded was the want of magistrates in certain districts? Yes. 
There were also other reasons which must have entered into our minds, namely, personal 
acquaintance, personal aequirements, personal fitness and high standing. There were a great 
number of gentlemen named of mercantile standing, and personal fitness. I think we added 
very little to the Sydney Bench, compared with what was done since. Indeed we refused a 
vast number of applications made directly or indirectly to us. 

How were these applications made ? They were made either personally, or by letter—
sometimes in both ways. 

Did you find that Parliamentary influence was brought to bear on the Government in 
making the appointments? Parliamentary influence was not brought to bear personally—
not much more than in the answers to the circulars addressed to the head of the Govern-
ment. In reply to the circulars, I cannot doubt that there was a good deal of political feeling 
introduced. 
From your own observations, generally speaking, with regard to the Government of the rn  

Colony, at all times, of the appointment of magistrates—do you think it is likely that political 
influences have been brought to bear to any great extent ? I think to a certain 
extent they have. I think, however, it is due to the Government of which I was a member 
to say, they exercised very little influence in our case, as the list of magistrates appointed 
will shew, and the list of refusals will prove. 

Were refusals made? Yes, a great many. 
P0 you think this is an evil in regard to the appointment of the Commission of the Peace 

which ought to be guarded against? I do. 
Namely, party and political influences? Yes; I think it is a growing evil. 
An evil which presses severely on any Government? Yes; and eventually will tend (I 

don't say to degrade) perhaps to lower the standard of education and poition which should 
entitle persons to be placed iti the Commission, owing to the pressure which I think will, as 
party Govei:nmenits go on, be made on the Ministers in power. 
Taking a general view of the thing, the Government of the day may be pressed by 

political supporters in the House, or out of the House, to make appointments which they 
know to be objectionable, because if they refuse, perhaps they will be deprived of the support 
of these persons? I think it is very likely. 
And the Government thereby is placed in an unpleasant position? The Government is 

thereby placed in a'difficult and unpleasant positiom 
Could you offer any suggestions at all which would guard against difficulties of the 

278—Q kind? 
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'.L'hc Hon S.A. kind? That is an excessively difficult question to answer. As far as I understand the 
Donaldson, system at Home, the nomination of magistrates is constitutionally with the Lord Chancellor. 

It is, however, delegated to the Lord Lieutenant of Counties; and although surrounded by as 
great a check as you could have to protect undue influences in asking for appointments to the 

17 June, 1858. magistracy, even there, from my own knowledge, I can say it is a fact that appointments to the 
magistracy are made even in England owing to political influences—I mean by those who are 
returned for the counties and boroughs through the Lord Lieutenants of the Counties—and 
appointments are thus made in England on political grounds. I think the question in a new 
country is surrounded with difficulties, unless some new plan is struck out, such as leaving 
the appointment to the Judges. But I see there a great difficulty, because (although the 
Judges are as pure as possible, and as I believe the Bench is now, and the fountain of 
justice is as free from taint as possible), it would be impossible for the Judges not to be 
appaled to, or be pressed upon by friends or political supporters of one party or another. 
I am afraid this would cause an influence to be used that would be improper, and, however 
unjust such a suspicion might be, the public would believe that some appointments were 
made from political, influences, and this would place the Judges in an embarrassing position. 
That is the only source I could look to for nominations to be made to the magistracy without 
being open to the objections that are made to appointments to the magistracy by Responsible 
Governments. 
The Judges are opposed to anything of the kind? That is an additional reason, then, 

for not asking them. I thought that it should be absolutely left to the Governor General; 
but if any one has studied the part he takes in Responsible Government, lie will see that 

it is virtually leaving the appointment with the Ministers. He could not act independently, 
because he gives every member of the Executive Council a vote with, himself. If, however, 
the Governor General could be charged with the responsibility of nominations to the 
magistracy, irrespective and entirely unbiased by the advice of his Executive Council, I am 
disposed to think much good might result. I admit, however, that I see great difficulties in 
the way of this arrangement. 
It was suggested by Sir Alfred Stephen that the magistracy should be appointed for the 

different districts—the southern district, the western district, and the northern district;—that 
a new Commission for each separate district should issue every three years, thus making a 
revision of the magistracy every three years for each district, and that no new appointment 
should be made unless these three years had expired? There is a good deal of practical 
usefulness in that suggestion; but it is open to the objection that any political nomination 
is open to,—that the appointments would be made triennially by the party Government which 
happened to be in power, and thus you would have, at the end of every three years, the same 
objection to party influences. I see this good in the suggestion,—that you do not topose the 
Bench to supplemental appointments. I cannot conceal from myself, and I have no hesitation 

in saying, what I have seen from the nomination of magistrates for the last two years, that 
wo shall have additions made more and more from party influence and pressure even than we 
have seen yet. I will instance one reason that gives ground for this belief: As party feeling 
runs higher, and party divisions become more marked, so the rolls of electors will be more 
narrowly watched by the adherents of each party. The electoral rolls are revised by the 
Benches of Magistrates. The first evil I anticipate from the nominations by party Govern-
ments of magistrates to particular Benches arises in this—that the Bench will be packed when 
the revision of electoral lists takes place by magistrates of a political party, just as one 
party in the Assembly preponderates, and that the electoral rolls of the Colony will, 
consequently, be influenced by the composition of the Benches at the time the revision takes 
place. If I am right in that apprehension, it will be found that the incoming Government 
will seek to counterbalance the nominations of their predecessors by the nomination from 
their own party to the Commission of the Peace; thus the evil will increase as time goes on. 
The great object in view being the due administration of justice in the minor courts of 

the Colony, what would be your opinion if the more general appointments of Police Magis-
trates in the different Police Districts? I think that question would be very much governed 
by the scale of expenses incurred, as Police Magistrates could hardly be appointed without 
appointing salaries. I think an objection might be made on the score of expense. 
That is the only objection? I see no other particular objection but that. 
But the Government freely provide the necessary sum attending the higher courts of the 

Colony, and in which it is supposed that persons of higher means are concerned—ought not then 
the Government also to provide courts in which the poorer classes are concerned? I think 
that is very reasonable. - It must be borne in mind that if the nomination of magistrates 
'which we were speaking of still goes forward, the Police Magistrate is only one among the 
Bench of Magistrates in each district; while his usefulness may be evident his particular 
influence is not sufficient to check influences on political ground, caused by the nominations 
made by party Governments 
If pEoper selections were made, the influence would be sufficient to counteract this ten-

dency to degenerate? Yes; it is the badness of the selection, I apprehend, in this system. 
I think if Police Magistrates were judiciously appqinted, and their districts so 

apportionted or 'divided as to enable them to take within their ministerial control the 
greater part of the Colony, that the appointments to the Bench of unpaid magistrates might 
almost cease, or be very much diminished. The only excuse urged on us when in the Govern- 
ment, and on other Governments, for the large number of nominations to the Commission of the 
Peace, was the difficulty of procuring the attendance of a sufficient number of magistrates to 
administer justice for the people in the inferior courts. That would cease if there were 
paid magistrates for each district—a certain radius in extent—where these cases could 
be brought. A great deal of evil would therefore be done away with by the non-necessity 
of unpaid magistrates. There is another reason in favor of paid Police Magistrates. In 
small communities people know one another well, and, in spite of their good intentions, 
prejudices will arise amongst the residents of the different districts respecting unpaid 

magistrates 



163 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OP THE MAGISTRACY. 59 

magistrates. There is an apprehension, however unjustly founded, that favoritism or The Hon. S.A. 
partiality may be shewn, (I am speaking of the humbler classes who reside within 
the districts of unpaid magistrates) It is thought that they have a fellow-feeling more for 
one another than for those for whom they administer the law. I think that apprehension 
would be less likely to attach to paid Police Magistrates. 17 June, 1868.  

The magistrates are bound together by a similarity of interests in the country districts? 
It is believed that generally they are. 

Whether rightly founded or not, there is in many instances a growing distrust in the 
minds of the working classes with respect to unpaid magistrates ? I don't say it is rightly 
founded, but I think there is. They cannot give up the idea. If when they first attend they 
cannot get a Bench to decide what appears to be some trifling matter to the magistrates, but 
which is of vital importance to the humbler classes, it causes them to have a feeling that the 
magistrates are not friendly to their interest. II only instance that as showing an additional 
reason may exist for having stipendiary magistrates instead of unpaid magistrates. 
It has been suggested to the Committee that the people should elect a number of gentle-

men in their districts, from whom the Government might make the selection of persons fitted 
for the Commission of the Peace—what is your opinion of that? I have a decided objection 
to elective magistrates. I cannot help thinking that in an election of that sort all th worst 
objections that can be found to the election of representatives would be increased and 
enhanced. The local feelings and local prejudices—personal dislike to some and personal 
influences of others—would exercise a baneful effect upon such elections. I am afraid that, 
so far from doing good, it would create rancour and party.feeling, and there would be a 
greater amount of distrust, from the prejudices of party feeling, than there is now by the 
nominations, bad as it can be, by Responsible Government. I have a great objection to 
elective magistrates. 

You are aware that experience shews that success in any election does not always depend 
on good qualities, but on the amount of tact shewn by the parties who support him? To a 
certain extent. I don't say the election of candidates for the Houses of Parliament is on the 
same ground objectionable as the election of magistrates. It has been proved in this country 
under Responsible Government, and I have no doubt it is inherent in the Anglo-Saxon mind,. 
to select the best man as representative. I think the duties of representatives are so different 
from magistrates, which are confined to local objects—I don't apply the same rule to both. 

Then I gather from what you say, that on the whole the more general appointment of 
Police Magistrates would prove the best mode of remedying the evils complained of? 1 think 
it would remove many of the evils now found to exist. - 
By M. Lee: It is your opinion, I believe, that it would be desirable for the Benches to 

recommend to the Government certain parties residing in the districts to the magistracy? I 
think that these recommendations would have less and less force and value as time goes cn, 
because the Benches will become more and more partizan as the nominations by party govern-
ments go forward. I would, therefore, look on their nominations with less weight and con-
sideration than I would have done some time ago. I think, to ask them to nominate magistrates 
when a certain political party composed a majority of the Bench, would be to add to the 
party that preponderated already. 
89. Do you not think the Benches have the greatest opportunity of knowing gentlemen that 
are best fitted to act as magistrates? I think their recommendations ought to be received 
with respect. 

Are you of opinion that Police Magistrates should be appointed to the populous districts 
or to the diltant districts? I think they would be very useful to both; but I think in the 
remoter districts they would be more valuable. 
Are you aware that, during your government, there were some districts ivhere no 

magistrates attended, and that people could not get their business done? Yes; that is the 
System I pointed out as objectionable to the appointmnt of unpaid magistrates. 
You think that Police Magistrates would be more valuable? I think Police Magistrates 

more valuable in remote districts than in those near to Sydney. 
By .iJfr. Mw/cs: I think you said the present mode of appointing magistrates was 

objectionable to some extent? Yes, I do. 

And you thought the objection might be removed if the appointment were left in the 
hands of the Judges? Yes. I said that had occurred to me; but I also suggested a grave 
objection to it. I stated, that appointment to the magistracy is almost inseparable from 
Responsible Government. I illustrated it by English precedent. I said, as party govern-
ment became more and more the law of the land, the nominations would partake more of 
the character of party government, and, if you found a number of magistrates nominated by 
one party, in the revision of the electoral lists, the incoming party who came into power 
would feel disposed to nominate a great many more, and so it would go on, and the objection 
increase. When I said the appointment should be left to the Judges, I pointed out the 
objections to that course, and the Chairman said the Judges themselves objected to it. 
You would not place the power entirely in the hands of the Judges? No, I think not. 

I would not even place it in the hands of the Governor General, because, as I have already 
said, unless be exercised it quite independently of -his Executive Council, it would be 
inoperative. I see nothing to remedy the evil but a diminution of appointments and a 
feeling on the part of the Government to determine to resist party applications, which I do 
not say is impossible, although it is difficult. It is easier to object than to point out and 
carry into effect the remedy. One way towards finding out a remedy in all these political 
and social considerations is, finding out the evil—the remedy does sometimes present itself 
after you have first clearly pointed out the evil. 
Do you think there are many ineligible persons in the Commission of the Peace? Yes; 

many very ineligible persons. 

Do you think there are many eligible gentlemen in the country districts who are not in 
the 
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The lion. S.A. the Commission? Not a great ma.sy; there are some who would not accept the honor, and 
Donaldson, some who would not take the responsibility. 

4S. You think there are very few? I would not say so positively, but certainly throughout 

the country a large selection has been made already from persons holding the position in life 
17 UflC ) ' that would entitle them to the appointment. 

49. Do you think under any other mode of appointment better magistrates could be got? 
It is very diffleult to suggest a plan. From my experience of Responsible Government, 
I know, although there may be an inclination to strike out the names of public delinquents, 
the obstacles in the way of proof are so great, that we found much difficulty in striking out 
urnes. I believe our successors have not issued one single supersedeas, or only one. 
.50. Do you think if there was a less objectionable plan more clegible persons could be got? 

Probab'y, yes; but in 
 the meantime I think a great number will be got to accept office, if 

the nominations go on; and that the number of ineligible persons will increase. 
What is the best mode of purifying the Commission? 1 don't see any way. I don't 

think any Government would have the moral courage to interfere. The appointments are 
made according to law, and under the authority of the Government. To nominate is one 
thing, to expunge is another. I see great difficulties in expurgating the Commission of the 

Peace now. 
You think it would be improper to strike a gentlemen out of the Commission of the 

Peace if there was nothing found against him, except at the time of the appointment? 
I say it would be unfair to strike a gentleman out, except for some public delinquency, or 
some impropriety, notorious, capable of proof. I say again, the appointment is made according 
to law, and it is unjust to deprive him of the post he holds, unless a charge against him is 
proved.. Where an ineligible person is found in the Commission of the Peace, the responsi-
bility rests in his nomination with those who placed him there. 

Al  the Chaitinan : In regard to the objectionable appointment, to which you have 
alluded, what is it in your mind that constitutes the objection—is it a deficiency in 
education? I might point out several as objectionable peculiarities. 

What do you think the qualifications ought to be to fit a gentleman for the office of 
magistrate? I think in this country I would put education perhaps in the first rank ; a 
fitness by educational training not only to understand, but to administer the law in such a 
way as to make its administration respectable. Next to that, I should place high moral 
character—a magistrate constantly sitting in cases where social delinquencies are punished 
should not be open to the taunt of living immorally himself. Habits of temperance and self-
control I also look upon as very essential in a magistrate. Beyond these three leading 
characteristics, I should say in this country local residence of some duration in the ditrict 
to which he belongs, and some experience in the Colony generally, are, undoubtedly, of very 

great value. I don't know auything that tends in a new Colony to cause a disrespect for 

magistrates, or causes magistrates to be held in contempt more than ignorance, intemperance, 
violence on the Bench, or a notoriously immoral life. I think in that general way I can 
answer the question. Wherever I found the absence in a marked degree of any one 

of the 

charateristics which I have named, I would not consider a person fit to be put in the Com-
mission of the Peace. On the other hand, if I found any person whose position was humble, 
but who possessed these qualifications, I should think him as fit for the Commission as the 

highest gentleman in the country. 
Then you are of opinion that these qualifications have not been regarded as they ought 

to have been, either during, the present Administration or under preceding Administrations, 

or under Irresponsible Government ? I will not go the length of that, but F think that in 

some instances they have not been sufficiently regarded. 

The Hon. Charles Cowper, Esq., M.P., Principal Secretary, called in and examined :—

The lion. 1. ml the Chairman : You are the Colonial Secretary? Yes. 
C. Cowper, 2. What is your opinion of the present state of the magistracy of the Colony? Taking the 
Esq., M.P. magistracy as a whole, I think it is efficient for carrying out the objects for which it is 
,\ designed. Of course in a new country you cannot expect always to be able to obtain for 
17 June, 1808. such duties men of equal attainments in all respects as to education and social position, as 

are available in an older country. It has often appeared to me, that many of the 
complaints 

with regard to appointments to the magistraey have been unreasonable. I am quite willing 
to admit that there are gentlemen in the Commission of the Peace whose habits are 
exceptionable; still, when the question has been before the Government from time to time, 
even in issuing new Commissions as to the superseding of these gentlemen, it has been found 
a very great difficulty to determine whether their defects of character have been such as to 
demand their exclusion from the Commission, even at the most appropriate time that could 

be solected for deciding the point. 
3. Do you think, generally speaking, that the magistrates command the confidence of the 
people in the different l'ohicc Districts of the Colony? Yes, I do. I think even those 
gentlemen who perhaps by education and social position would, be selected for the magistracy 
as preferable to many others, are not the gentlemen most willing to giv e up their time, or 

the most ready to devote themselves with the same amount of disinterestedness and zeal, to 
the performance of the duties as others not in some respects so well qualified. I have always 
felt that if the individual recommended for the Commission of the Peace were competent, by 
general intelligence and unexceptionable character, it was of comparatively less importance 
that lie should be highly educated, or move in a particular sphere of life. go 

 doubt a certain 

amount of education is absolutely necessary; but from the very earliest history of the Colony 
dowis to the present moment, I believe it will be found that some of our most valuable 

magistrates—those who were the most zealous in the performance of their duties, and who perhaps 
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perhaps had the confidence of the public more than others—have been persons of not the The Hon. 
hihet attainments as reiards education. 0.Cowper, 

4 Very high attainments are, of course, not necessary; still, a gentleman in the Commission 
of the 1'eice ought to know how to read and write. It has been given in evidence that there 

l88 
are cases where the gentleman could not even read the oaths that were administered when 

17 i1flC •) 

sworn in properly ? 1 am not aware of such a case; and I may say, with regard to the 
statement, that short as is the period during which I have been empowered to recommend 
appointments for the magistracy, it has satisfied me that the iiot unfounded rumours are 
circulated with reg.rd to such appointments. Prejudices, priceedi g  partly from feelings of 
jealousy, and partly from other feelings not of a very creditable nature, alone can account 
for this state of things. I will give one instance of what I inan When the first appoint-
ments were made to the Commission of the Peace by the present Administration, the most 
extravagant rnisst.atenients to the prejudice of parties were made to me. I believed at the 
time they were unfunnded, and in several cases they were traced out and thoroughly 
disproved; so, on a more recent occasion, similar statements were made which I satisfied 
myself were absolutely untrue. Persons' names were sometimes mistaken ; and individuals 
bearing the names, or something like the names of other parties, were assumed to lie the 
persons appoiited. Such statements as you have alloded to—that, parties were not able to 
write—were made when I myself witnessed the writing of the parties, who 1 therefore knew 
could write as well as myself; and the same remark may be made with regard to their 
alleged previous history in the Colony. Assertions were also made and maintained in 
reference to particular circumstances with such perseverance that I was led to doubt every 
authority that I could refer to; but, having traced them out to their very s.uree, I have after 
all found them to be absolutely false. Much of the illfeeling which is often excited by 
appointments to the magistracy may be accounted for by the jealousy of those who consider 
themselves to have been passed over. 
5 Now, so far as your observation has gone, have the appointments to the Commission of the 
Peace been dependent altogether on the absolute want of magistrates in the locality in 
wlmch the gentlemen appoiu ted reside? I have generally n'iade that a material ingredient 
in the consideration of appointments; for instance, in Sydney very great complaints were 
made as to the non-attendance of magistrates, and it was mainly on that account additions 
were made. A large number of merchants and other gentlemen who are very eligible on 
account of their position have been appointed, and remain in the Commission, and their 
services are occasionally valuable, although they do not regularly attend the Bench duties. 
Still there have been very serious inconveniences felt at the Police Offices from the want of a 
regular attendance of magistrates, and not only when I was formerly in the Government, but 
slice I resumed office in the present Administration, application was made to appoint the 
chief clerk a magistrate, simply to perform ministerial duties, because magistrates could not 
be induced to perform them. I objected to that course, and in consequence, added to the 
Commission of the Peace mainly for the convenience of the public. 
6. And in regard to the country districts, you have been guided by the same principle—the 
want of magistrates in the interior? So far as I remember, almost universally. 
7; Are you aware that any objections exist to the magistracy, as a body, in the country, 
from the fact of their having been generally engaged in the same occupations, and from 
being united together by a certain communion of interests, particularly in cases between 
masters and servants? I have heard that such a feeling does exist. Personally, I do not con-
sider it has much weight. The mode in which the magistrates of the Colony have generally 
carried out their duties has disproved the allegation; and I think I may refer to an opinion 
expressed, on a former occasion, by a late Member of this House, Mr. Nichols, who stated—
after great experience in cases which were brought before him—that, in his opinion, the 
magistrates, as a body, did perform their duties with a very creditable amount of intelligence 
and with strict impartiality. 
That was some ten or twelve years ago? Yes. I do not think the magistracy has 

deteriorated since. 
It has been reported that it has, and that the appointments made during Sir Charles 

Pitz floy's time were far more objectionable than any made before? I do not think that 
applied so much to the country districts as to those in or near Sydney. 

Suppose a party in a Police Court in a country district feels himself aggrieved, how dan 
lie obtain redress? No doubt he feels the inconvenience of being at a distance from the 
Supreme Court of Justice; but the cases of appeal, on the ground of injustice, are not 
numerous. 

Perhaps you are influenced in your opinion by the fact that as cases are silently passed 
over there is no grievacce to complain of? That did not actuate me in expressing my 
opinion I may have been influenced by not hearing of many cases of appeal The reason 
I cited Mr Nichols' opinion was, that that gentleman having been so influential a practitioner 
of the Supreme Court, and having been almost universally employed in that particular branch 
of his profession, expressed that opinion SO confidently in favor of the magistracy as a whole, 
and I think he went so far as to state, that in nearly every ease wlere a decision was adverse 
to the magistracy, it was so upon grounds of a technical nature rather than for reasons 
aeeting the impartial administration of justice. 

That opinion was expressed during the administration of Sir George Gipps? Yes. 
13 The law has been altered very much since? Yes. 

Those cases that are adjudicated in the Police Courts are of just as much importance to 
the poor who are interested as those which are decided in the Supreme Court are to the 
richer portion of the community? Yes, that I freely admit. 
The sum of X5 may be the same to a poor man as £00 is to a man in a higher station 

of life. Now, if the State provides for the due administration of the law in regard to the 
man in the higher position, is not the State bound to provide for the protection of the poor 

28-1 man, 
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The Hon. man, even in the small sums be is interested just as much? I do not understand the bearing 
of the question, unless it applies to the facilities of applying to a higher Court. These 
facilities, I apprehend, will be very much extended by the erection of the District Courts. 

17 June 1S8 1. Do you think the more general appointments of Police Magistrates in the country 
districts would be beneficial? I do not. I think the only convenience attending the appoint-
ment of Police Magistrates is the assurance the public have that, as they are paid officers, 
they will be at particular places at stated times to administer justice. I cannot admit that 
an individual is better qualified to perform a public duty because be receives a salary for it. 
It has always appeared to me highly desirable that the gentlemen resident in the districts 
should administer justice-and perform the duties of magistrates; and in that respect I 
should be very glad to see the Institutions of the Colony of the same character as in the 
Mother Country. If Police Magistrates could be obtained having (as perhaps your question 
might assume) a knowledge of the law, and be filled by persons of high standing, possibly it 
might be desirable to appoint such functionaries; but we know, as a matter of fsct, that the 
amount of salaries given to Police Magistrates, if you extend the number, is hardly likely to 
increase; and it is not sufficient to secure persons better qualified than other gentlemen who 
are resident in the particular districts. On the contrary, there are no doubt in every 
district many gentlemen as qualified and quite as willing to administer justice, as the 
individuals who may be appointed and paid for the performance of those duties. 1 do not 
entertain the opinion that there is such a want Qf confidence in the country magistrates 
generally as on that account to render the appointment of Police Magistrates necessary. I 
have myself always held the opinion, that unless there is a total want in the districts of 
persons competent to be appointed magistratcs, or there is an amount of police business 
sufficient to occupy the whole time of the magistrate, a Police Magistrate ought not to 
be appointed. 
Then, of course, you are of opinion that the ordinary magistrates are quite competent to 

deal with the general business of the Courts ? Yes; and that they are the proper persons to 
do it. I should be sorry to see the unpaid magistracy dispensed with, but if Police Magistrates 
are to be universally appointed, I see no reason for others. 

Then it follows that greater care should be exercised in the appointment of magistrates? 
Yes ; I admit that great caution should be exercised in all cases. 

What is the rule at present—the fitness of individuals, as well as want of magistrates, 
in districts? Yes, both. 
Are you not aware that parliamentary or political influences are often brought to bear 

on appointments of this kind? There is no doubt that applications are made to the Govern-
ment by Members of both Houses of Parliament; and it has been contended by very many 
persons of eminent position that there can hardly be a fitter mode of bringing candidates 
for the magistracy under the consideration of the Executive Government than the nomina-
tion by persons who represent the districts, and in this respect the position of Members of 
Parliament has been considered as analogous to that of Lord Lieutenants or Deputy-Lieutenants 
in England. The Government should have some knowledge of the party who recommends, 
as it is impossible that the Governmcnt can have intimate personal knowledge of every 
individual throughout the Colony, and therefore, in acting upon recommendaticns of those 
persons who are elected by the people resident in the particular districts, there can hardly 
seem to be a less objectionable mode of bringing the names of gentlemen to be appointed 
magistrates before the Government. I am not aware that political considerations have 
guided the appointments of persons to the magistracy apart from all other considerations; 
but I am aware that the statement has been mtde that certain persons holding certain 
political opinions have been appointed to the Commission of the Peace, while others, not 
better qualified, and not enjoying more of the confidence of their fellow-subjects, have been 
passed by. The opinion has also been expressed, that political considerations had their 
weight in causing such omissions. 

Have you heard of a case in one particular district (during a late Administration) in 
which fourteen magistrates were appointed on the recommendation of one gentleman it that 
district? I have. - 

Do you think the wants of this district were so great as to render the appointment of so 
many necessary? I am not competent to offer an opinion. I may state, as the result of my 
own experience, that I have been surprised to find in the districts of the interior such a great 
want of magistrates, and I have no doubt, from the representations made to me by impartial 
persons, that this has existed particularly in the more northern districts. I have also been 
surprised to find in these districts so many persons who, so far as I could form an opinion, 
were quite competent for the magistracy, and who were quite willing to undertake the 
duties, but who had never been appointed. 
You know, as a fact, that fourteen gentlemen were appointed on the recommendation of 

one Member? That was no doubt admitted in the Assembly. I do not know the extent of 
country over which they exercised jurisdiction. 

Are you aware that the gentlemen appointed were nominated by a gentleman a supporter 
of the Government of the day? I am aware such was the fact, and that one of that 
gentleman's sons-in-law took his passage to England just as he was appointed, and has never 
been back to the Colony since. - 

Are you aware that at the same time recommendation s that came from other Members 
opposed to the Government were neglected altogether—in part, if not altogether? I believe 
that was the fact. 

Then does it appear to you an unreasonable presumption, that Parliamentary influences 
ruled the appointments in these cases, and prevented the appointments in other cases? 
Parliamentary considerations might rule the appointments in some cases, but I am not 
sufficiently acquainted with the circumstances to say that Parliamentary influences guided 
the determination to exclude others. There seems to me, so far as I had an opportunity 

of 
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of judging, to have been an unwillingness on the part of preceding Administrations to The Hon. 
augment the magistracy to any great extent. I arrived at this conclusion after I had gone C. Cowp, 
over the list of persons recommended to me when formerly Colonial Secretary, and comparing sq., 
that list with the appointments which subsequently took place. Having again come back to 
office, and having received complaints from persons who stated they were led by the previous 17 June, 188. 
Administration to believe that they would be included in the Commission, but were not so 
included, I would only ascribe the exclusion to the unwillingness to which I have alluded. 
I. should be otherwise at a loss to know why they were not appointed, for in one instance 
the party took no interest in politics, and I cannot imagine that that would be considered 
as ground for exclusion. 

You see no objection, I understand you to say, to the recommendations of the Members of 
the districts? I think the Government ought not to consider themselves bound to accept every 
recommendation, but I do not see any objection to the Members of both Houses nominating 
parties who they know are willing to undertake the duties, and who they believe to be 
competent to perform them, andja addition, certifying that they have the confidence of 
their fellow colonists. 

Certifying they have the confidence of their fellow colonists? Yes; expressing an 
opinion entitled to weight. I do not know any more legitimate source from which the 
Government could obtain opinions entitled to consideration. It has in former years been 
very much in practice—I believe I am correct in saying so—to appoint no person to the 
magistracy who was not recommended by the existing Bench, and even in some eases to refer 
to the existing Benches, to know whether parties were qualified, or whether their appoint-
ments would be acceptable to them. I confess that now we have obtained Responsible 
Government, the present is, in my opinion, a more legitimate and proper mode of having 
parties brought under the notice of the Government. 

Is there not great risk of party influences being brought to bear in appointments to the 
Commission of the Peace? Party influence will, I apprehend, always have some weight with 
Government, but the Government ought to have sufficient moral courage to refuse the 
appointment where parties are known to them to be disqualified, morally or intellectually. 
The knowledge which Government would possess without some suggestion must be very 
limited. They must depend to a great extent on the recommendations of Members. The 
course which I have usually adopted is this :—I receive the recommendation, and it is noted; 
no promise is made, but the Government are understood to consider the recommendation 
favorably; and further information is acquired as opportunities arise, either by private com-
munication or through Members of the house generally. The Government have thus 
opportunities, of which they can avail themselves, of knowing whether or not there are 
objections to such appointments. The i\linistry, representing several constituencies, have 
also amongst themselves some personal knowledge by which they can advise each other. I 
should deprecate as much as any one political influence being the only guide in determining 
appointments. 

What do you think of the mode of resorting to election ? That subject has also been 
considered by me, and although hereafter, when our i\Iunicipal Institutions have been estab-. 
lished, and have been working some time, eventually we may be in a ppsition to elect the 
magistrates—that time has not yet arrived. We have, unquestionably, been very backward 
in the introduction of Municipal Institutions, but when they have been introduced, and have 
been worked successfully, we may gradually introduce several changes in matters of Govern-
ment, and possibly the appointment of magistrates by election. At the present time Aldermen 
are elected for the Sydney Municipality, and they are ocsionally appointed to the magistracy 
mainly on the ground of being Aldermen, which seems to be rather a step in that direction. 

What do you think of the people in the different districts electing a certain number, 
from whom the Government might select in their discretion ? This seems at first rather 
a novelty, and, without consideration, I should not like to commit myself to an opinion in 
favor of the proposition. It is evident that elections to the Municipalities, so far as they 
have gone, with reference not only to the City but to the District Council, would not lead 
you to suppose that ninny of a higher class would be elected as magistrates than those whom 
the Government have appointed, as a whole. I think people with great defects of moral 
character are often very popular with their fellow-citizens. 

But then, if their immorality were gross and notorious, the Government, under the plan 
I have just proposed, need not .appoint them ? Unquestionably; but then the question is, 
what would you gain by allowing the element of election to be introduced with the power of 
the Crown to veto. 

The appointments at all event.s would be limited to this, which would provide for those 
chiefly interested the administration of justice in particular districts? The subject is one 
that I have not sufficiently considered to enable me to express a decided opinion upon it. 
Sir Alfred Stephen suggested that the magistracy should be appointed for different 

districts —the Southern District, the Western District, and the Northern District—that a 
new Commission for each district should issue every three years, thus involving a revision of 
the magistracy for each district every three years ?—wha.t do you think of such a plan as 
that? I am not inclined to view favorably the proposition restricting the jurisdiction of 
magistrates; because I think the conferring a jurisdiction co-extensive with the Colony is 
convenient, and I cannot conceive why a gentleman who is qualified to act for one particular 
district should be disqualified to act for any other. With regard to the occasional re-issue 
of the Commission of the Peace, the value of this would altogether depend upon the amount 
of moral courage which the Executive Government might exhibit in issuing the new 
Commission. No doubt the object desired to be obtained is the relieving the Commission 
of the Peace, in a legitimate way, of persons whose conduct might have proved them to be 
unfit for the position to which, under a different supposition, the Government bad appointed 
them; but when the last Commission of the Peace was issued, it was a matter of general 

surprise 
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The Hon. surprise and comment that the Government did not avail itself of that opportunity to omit 
several names from the magitracy, who were however reappointed. 

writs of supersedeas since. you became Colonial Secretary? With 35. Flave you issued any  
the exception of cases of insolvency, 1 think only one. In consequence of a coinpiant made-

17 une, 1858. to the Government in the case of Mr. Charles 13ayly, of Liverpool, which the tjovertrncnt 
thought of a serious character, they appointed a peciai Comniissioner to piocccd and 
investgate the circumstances at the Court House, Liverpool But the party who made the. 
original cmplaiut did not appear to sustain the charge, and tlicref. 1-0 the report of the-

Commissioner was not such as to justify the Government in taking any further steps with 
reference to the matter; and although repeated coin plaints hve since been made to me 

it conversation personally by the uligistrates of tile district and by other pernns, and 
although I have received intimations that definite charges would be made of the uiilitnes of 
this person to hold tire office i.f magistrate, no formal complaint has since hccn made to the 
Government which would, in my opinion, justify the adoption of a course which, if the 
allegations made be well founded, the Government certainy ought to take, and would take 

3(5. By Al,. Foius'ev With regard to the appoiiittttent bf Police Nagistrates, you seem 

unfavorable? I am I quite admit there are cases where the appoimminrent is neecsary, 
and where, if you get a good man, the appointttient may be of advantage ; but I would not 
encourage the magistrates of the districts to seek to evade duties which I think 5.eiety has 
a right to expect frm them, to a certain extent, and which I think are better performed by 
them than by any substitute. 
Do you consider every public servant, whether paid or unpaid, is responsible to the Govern-

ment, and through them to the public ? I do. 
In what way is the responsibility enforced in unpaid magistrates? I have already stated 

to the Committee that the Executive Government having once appinted a niagistiate, have 
comparatively little to do with the way in which he performs the duty. I view him as idmin-
isteritrg the law, and whenever he may act improperly, the legitimate tribunal for punishing 
him, or determining whether he is right or wrong, is. the Supreme Court. 

Would not the necessity of applying to the Supreme Court in such cases as you have 
mentioned involve a serious expense to the person who avails himself of that mode? Unques-
tiona('ly, it must involve some expense 

Will not that deter persons from seeking this under that particular channel ? It may, 

in some cases; but I think if it is a serious case, the party if able to meet the expense will 

not be deterred on that account. 
Might not this t'ant of responsibility fall most heavily on those cases where men of small 

means are concerned? No doubt. 
4. Is not that admitting the responsibility of which you speak as void for a man f small 
means? If you get a gentlemai to undertake a delicate and difficult duty, I do not think 
he ought to be too easily subjected to annoyance or very serious expense for the pem'f.rmance 
of those duties to which he devotes himself, at perhaps great loss, unless gross partiality or 

corruption were alleged. 
I think you admitted that in cases of men of small means there were no means of 

enf.reitrg the responsibility? Except in the Supreme Court. I should deprecate frequent 
or too ready interference by the Executive Government with the magistrates. I view them 
as J'udges, and as such not amenable exclusively to the Executive Government. 

Is there no other way of enforcing the responsibility of unpaid magistrates except through 
the Supreme Court? No doubt there ale cases in which the Executive Government might 
be so satisfied of misconduct as,to issue a supersedeas. I apprehend if a magistrate sat in a 
case in which he was himself concerned, or if there was reason to believe that he sat for the 
purpose of determining the case partially, or for the benefit of a particular fricnd, as in the 
case of supersedcas to which I have referred,—in such a case, on it being proved or admitted, 
the Government would issue a superseileas. . That is the amount of responsibility to which 
inacistrates are amenable to the Government, but charges of unjust decisions are matters for 
a Court of Law. These can only be dealt with by the Supreme Court. 

Have you not in evidence adduced a great number of cases that go to prove that in the 
magistracy there are a number of persons totally unfit for the office? There are some; I 

do not think a great number. 
There are some? Some magistrates tire, doubtless, not fitted for the office. 
'Without wishing to cast any blame upon Government, have you not admitted that the 

continuance of people in the Commission of the I'eace is almost inevitable under certain 
circumstances—there scents no way of removing them ? There is a way of retimoving.them, 
but there is, no doubt, the satire difficulty in making the law apply as to other cases where 
there is any unwillingness to carry the law into effect. 

Then this is an admission that there is no way of enforcing the responsibility? Your 
question which commenced this branch of the exatimination rather applied, as 1 thougirt, to 
the case of a person who believing himself to be the victim of injustice by a magistrate 

could riot get redress. 
No; I allude to general responsibility for any sort of offence, or any kind of disqualifi-

cation of office if these persons continue in the. triagistracy—if there is no legal or formal 
mode of removing them, does not that particularly do away yili the responsibility so far as 
these gentlemen are concerned? My opinion is, that the Executive Government have the 
power, upon a case being proved to them, irrespective of the remedy tie party may have in 
the Supreme Court ; but I also think the Executive Government ungirt to be very 
careful in dismissing magistrates, and that they ought to require a very strong case to be 

made out before issuitig a supersedeas. 
But still the responsibility of which you have spoken cannot he enforced in this way? 

There is, I cuntend, a double responsibility affecting the magistrates. They are certainly 
amenable to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, and unquestionably in those cases of 

which 
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which I speak (matters of complaint to the Executive Government) they can also be dealt 0ThHon. 
with by the Executive Government. 

M.P. 
i But, if practically they are not dealt with by the Executive Government, s that 

responsibility not in abeyance altogether ? I do not admit the Government would not act ini 
June 1858. 

atrong cases; but there are many comparatively trivial cases in which parties consider that 
they have a right to feel aggrieved, and the Government refer them to their remedy in the 
Supreme Court. 
Can any case be stronger than Mr. Bayly's, or more notorious? If Mr. Bayly com 

mitted a gross injustice, I apprehend the Supreme Court might bring Mr. Bayly to account; 
and if any person would substantiate a serious charge against Mr. Bayly, or bring his 
conduct in a regular manner under the notice of the Executive Government to determine 
the question, the Executive Government would not be found wanting in doing its duty. 
I am not casting any blame upon any one. I wish to know the system. Is it not a fact, 

as regards Mr. Bayly, that although he is totally unfit for the office, in fact there is no 
mode of enforcing the responsibility against him, because persons cannot be got to complain? 
There are many other delinquents who escape punishment for want of an accuser. 
I want to ask one further question—whether you can conceive that it is right that Mr. 

Bayly should retain the office of magistrate after the facts are known to the Government? 
I have already said Mr. Bayly's accuser failed to appear and support his charge, and it would 
be quite possible for a Police Magistrate to commit acts of misconduct as gross as are publicly 
imputed to Mr. Bayly, and still to remain a recipient of the salary from the public as a 
Police Magistrate, if no person complained; for there is so great an unwillingness on the 
part of the public to become accusers, that I can conceive it possible for a popular Police 
Magistrate to be guilty of very great improprieties and no one be f0und to bring these 
improprieties so markedly before the Government as to justify the Government in dismissing 
him. 
I suppose you admit it is easier to enforce responsibility in cases of paid servants than 

unpaid? Yes, as a general rule, I do. 
That is, in favor of paid Police Magistrates? So far it is. 
By Mr. Lee: Have you had many complaints from the people about the Bench of 

Magistrates giving wrong decisions? Not many. 
You have had some? Yes—that is to say, the parties decided against were dissatisfied 

with the decision. 
What is your opinion about the Court of Requests cases tried by the magistrates--do 

you think the Court of Requests is not more a Court of Equity than a Court of Law? No 
doubt; but still I think the magistrates are bound to respect the law in all their decisions. 
I think the extension of the power of dealing with small debts to the magistrates generally 
has been a great boon to the public. 
You have not heard many complaints? In that respect I have not heard any complaint. 
With regard to Police Magistrates, are you aware in distant small towns your magistrates 

are living some ten or twenty miles from the place where they have to undertake the business 
of the Petty Sessions—such as Mudgee or Wellington? You have a Police Magistrate at 
Mudgee. 
Only recently—well Wellington? I do not consider ten miles in the country too great 

a distance for magistrates to travel in the performance of their duties. I do not myself 
think it desirable in country districts to have the Police Office open every day. You only 
give too gret facilities to parties to make complaints before magistrates ; and a spirit of 
litigation is encouraged by the Police Office being open every day in the country districts. 
Are you aware that in Molong four years ago suitors had to attend for three weeks, 

because they never could get magistrates together to hear their cases? I was not aware 
of this. 
Do you think in small, towns like these that the Police Magistrate appointed could 

attend to the two districts of Molong and Wellington each week? No doubt he might. 
By allowing him something for his horse? Where there are not gentlemen in the 

district to be appointed to the Commission of the Peace, of course you must provide for 
the administration of justice otherwise; and I can understand that a Police Magistrate, if 
he worked harmniously with the country magistrates, would be found a convenience; but 
if the Police Magistratehappened, as was not unfrequently. the case in former years, to be 
unpopular, and even disdbliging, not to speak of any graver offence, he is a very undesirable 
fixture in any district. 
Does that arise from the other magistrates being jealous of his having more power than 

they have themselves? I think that feeling has disappeared—no doubt there was that 
feeling. 

278—S . WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY, 23 JUNE, 1858. 

3rrcnt :— 
Mit. FORSTER, Ma. M1JRRAY, 
Ma. Il ARKS, I fr.Iit P,IIIK1S, 

Ma. PIDDINUTON. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE ClIAni. 

The Hon. Edward Deas Thomson, Esq., C.B., M.L.C., examined :— 

The Ho. E. 1. By (lie Cliaivnran : You were Colonial Secretary in this Colony for many years? I was, 
D. Thomson, f'r a considerable number of years; upwards of nineteen 
Esq..C.B., 2. how used the appointment of magistrates to be carried out, or decided upon, by the 

Government ? The general practice was for application to be made to the Governor through 

23 
1858.his Private Secretary, propoitrg the names of persons whom it was desirci to place in the 

Commission of the Peace, and the Governor decided whether they should be put in or not, 
making such inquiries as he thought necessary. In some cases applications were made 
officially through me as Colonial Secretary, but that was not the recognized mode of applying. 
In general those who applied in that way were told that it was not the proper course—that 
the qualification of persons to be placed in the magistracy was not a fit subject for official 
correspondence, and that if parties desired any one to be placed in the Commission, the proper 
way was to apply to the Governor direct through his Private Secretary. Application was 
also occasionally marie to the different members of the Government, who, if they were satisfied 
with the qualifications of the individuals proposed, and the expediency of their appointment 
having reference to the requheinents of the districts in which they resided, rccoinnicnded 
them accordingly for the favorable consideration of the Governor. In some cases exception 
was made to persons who were admitted into the Commission, and it their became the 
practice, but not formally, as a matter of record in the proceedings of the Executive Council, 
to mention the names of candidates at some meeting of that body before they were placed in 
the Commission. It was impossible for the Governor to know the qualifications of individuals 
in distant parts of the country, and it was thought better, therefore, that their fitness for 
appointment should be canvassed ; so that, if any knowledge was had of the parties, the 
Governor might be advised accordingly; but that was not the invariable practice. 
From whom did the applications generally proceed? Generally speaking, I should say 

from magistrates of the district, and sometimes from the Court of Petty Sessions, in their 
collective capacity. 
In many instances the Governor, then, without reference to the Executive Council, made 

the appointment? Yes. 
This was the ease during the administration of Sir George Gipps? The general practice 

was the same during the administrations of Sir Richard Bourke, of Sir George Gipps, and 
of Sir Charles Fitz Ray; but it was only during the latter Governor's administration that 
it became the practice to canvass the qualifications of individuals for appointment, in the 
Executive Council. 
We have been given to understand that the appointments made during the administrations 

of Sir Richard Bourke and of Sir George Gipps were, generally speaking, of a better character 
than those that were made during the administration of Sir Charles Fitz Roy Z. I ant not 
prepared to say whether that was so. There might have been a greater difficulty in the 
later appointments, from this circumstance, that the Colony became much more extended, 
and, in some cases at least, it was a choice between persons who were not thoroughly qualified 
and no appointment, at all ; because, as you are aware, there was a great objection in those 
days to the appointment of stipendiary magistrates. There were constant applications for 
the appointment of magistrates in the remote districts of the interior; and unless the Govern-
ment had complied with them, the law could not have been administered at all. 
Stipendiary magistrates were generally provided in those old times? In the early days 

they were—till 184:3, when the late Legislative Council struck Qff a great number of Police 
Magistrates. In fact, in those early days, as you know, the magistrates had to administer 
summary jurisdiction in convict cases, and it WIS thought more desirable, for obvious reasons, 
that they should be dealt with by paid magistrates than the ordinary magistrates of the 
Colony. Most, of the latter were assignees of convicts, and they could scarcely perforni these 
duties, therefore, with perfect satisfaction to the public or to theniselves. 
Then the appointments were made, in those days, in consequence of there being an actual 

want of magistrates in the localities for which the appointments were made? it was so. 
There were no other means of carrying out the law. I believe that, with the very extensive 
statutory functions with which the magistrates are now charged, more than nine-tenths of 
the whole administration of justiee in the country devolves upon them. Of course that is 
a more opinion. 
0. You think so large a proportion as nine-tenths comes before them ? Yes. When you 
consider the very numerous cases which, under the present state of the law, have to be deter-
mined by the nragstrates, either in Petty Sessions or in the General Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace, I think I may assume that this estimate is not far from the truth. I will briefly 
enumerate a few of the most important of them. The first to which I will advert is the 
licensing of public-houses. It will be admitted that scarcely any core important duty 
devolves on the magistracy than the proper decision of cases of this nature. It is most 
essential for the interest of the community that the privilege of holding a license should be 
granted only to men of thoroughly respctable character. I fear that, hitherto, sufficient 
care . has not always been taken in this respect. Then there is the important duty of 
preparing and correcting the Jury Lists. It is obviously most necessary for the due and 

satisfactory 
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atisfaetory administration of justice in the superior Courts of the Colony, that men only of The Hon. E. 
proper qualification and character should be placed on these lists. There is another, and very D. Thomson, 
difficult adjudication east upon them,—that of determining cases of complaint between master 
and servant. 1 have always thought that it would be better to have paid magistrates to 
perform this duty ; that it would be more satisfactory to the servant, because most of the 

03 June magistrate.s are employers of labor; and it is no disrespect to them to say that they must 188 
 

be subject to the frailty of human nature, and to a certain extent be influenced in favor of 
their own interests. Another most important function which devolves upon the magistrdte 
is the revision of the Electoral Boll I have never thought that a very satisfactory mode of 
effecting the object; and I proposed, in 1851, when the Electoral Bill was before the late 
Legislative Council, the adoption of the English principle of appointing revising banisters 
to perform this duty; but from the difficulty of obtaining a sufficient number of properly 
cjualified persons, and the large expense with which it would be attended, the Conneil in 
those days refused to cntert.sin the proposition. It has since occurred to me, that if District 
Courts were established, the Judges of those Courts might be charged with this duty. They 
will be men of competent legal knowledge and ability, unconnected with the districts, and 
altogothet' the most pruper parties to perfierm this most delicate and important function, it 
Sometimes happens, I have been informed, that Members of the Assembly sit as magistrates in 
these Revision Courts. Now, without any imputation against them, or any intended disrespect, 
it is scarcely possible that they could perform this duty satisfactorily to themselves or to the 
body of electors, for there must be party feelings in the ease, and especially in local districts, 
where-party feeling generally runs high. It is more desirable, therefore, that some functionary 
unconnected with the district, and having competent legal knowledge, should be charged 
with the duty. Then there is another duty which devolves UOfl the magistrate, that of 
magisterial inquiry in the nature of inquests where no coroner is appointed. That obviously 
requires a competent knowledge of the law and practice in this somewhat difficult branch of 
the admiuistration of justice. The committal of prisoners for trial at Quarter Sesbions, the 
Supreme Court, and Circuit Courts, in cases of felony, misdemeanor, and other matters of 
that kind, greatly increase the responsible duties of the tuagistracy. Hitherto there has 
also 'been the important duty of adjudicating in civil cases of debt under certain sums; and 
I perceive in the amended form in which the District Courts Bill has been sent to the 
Assembly, that it is still intended in those districts where there are no District Courts to 
retain this jurisdiction of magistrates in cases not exceeding £10. Then' there is the 
summary jurisdiction generally in those infinite number of cases of offenees against the 
statutes, and which it has been the policy of the Legislature, both in England and in this 
Colony, especially of late years, to multiply to so great an extent. Upon the justices also 
devolves the important duty of adjudeating in all criminal cases not punishable with death 
which are within the jurisdiction of the Courts of General Quarter sessions, as well as in 
the cases of appeal to those Courts from the decisions of magistrates acting singly or in 
Courts of Petty Sessions. If all these various calls upon the services of the magistrates be 
taken into account, 1 think I have justified the assumption that at least nine.tenths of the 
whole administration of justice in the Colony now devolves upon them. It will be readily 
admitted that if this be a correct estimate of the nature, extent, and éharaeter of the duties 
to be performed, it is the more necessary that men only of the highest and most unexcep-
tionable character should be appointed to the magistraey. There has always been a very 
strong pressure upon the Government to place men in the Commission of the Peace. - There 
are very few objects of distinction in this Colony, excepting seats in either House of the 
Legislature, and as men naturally wish to rise in the estimation of their friends and of the 
public, they desire to be placed in the Commision of the l'eace. This has created a very 
great pressure on the Government, which it has been difficult, if not altogether impossible, 
to resist. There has also been this inconvenience soanetimes.—men of somewhat inferior 
qualifications have occasionally been appointed to the magistraey, and this has raised up a 
host of applicants, who naturally say, "If So'and-so is placed in the Commission, a man of 
" little education and estimation in the community, why should not I." This increases the 
difficulty of the Government, and points to the expediency and propriety of maintaining, as 
far as possible, a high standard of qualification. The same thing has been felt in England 
in a great degree. I find on reference to sonic of the authorities, that the institution of the 
niagistracy is one of very old date, lathe early days they were the conservators of the 
peace, the principal of whom was constituted the custos rotulorum, or keeper of the records. 
They were called " custcdes or conan-valor, a pacis' Those that were so virtute oJ/icjj still 
15 continue, but the latter sort are superseded by the modern justices." Blaekstone, in his 
Commentaries, says, " The King's Najesty is, by his office and dignity royal, the principal 
19 conservator of the peace within all his  doniinions; and may give authority to any other to 
see the peace kept, and to punish such as break it; hence it is usually called the King's 
peace." Then he proceeds to enumerate the superior persons who, violate fficii, are eon-

servators of the peace, including the Lord Chancellor, the Justices of the Court of King's 
Bench, and others lIe then observes, " Those that were, without any office, simply and 
merely eonscrvators of the peace, either claimed that power by prescription, or were bound 

" to exei'cise it by the tenure of their lands, or, lastly, were chosen by the freeholders in full 
County Court before the Sheriff; the writ for their election directing them to be chosen 
de poobuo'ibu.t ci 'olen(ninbu cairn/ales sni in cvstucles pacis.' But whcn Queen 
Isabel, the wife of Edward II, had contrived to depose her husband by a forced resigtiation 
of the Crown, and had set up his son, Edward 111, in his plaee,"—he proceeds to say that 
the King issued a writ " conitnanding each sheriff that the peace be kept throughout his 
11  bailiwick, on pain and peril of disinheritance and loss of life and limb; and, in a few weeks 
" after the date of these writs it was ordained in Parliament that, for the better maintaining  
" and keeping of the peace in every county, good men and lawful, which were no maintainers 
" of evil or barrators in the country, should -be assigned to keep the peace; and in this 

"manner, 
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The Hon. E. " manner, and upon this occasion, was the election of the conservators of the peace taken from 
IJ.Thomson, " the people and given to the King; this assignment being construed to be by the King's 

Commission; but ttill they were only called conservators, wardens, or keepers of the peace, 
" till the statute 34 Edward III c. 1 gave them the power of trying felonies; and then they 

23 June, 1858. " acquired the more honorable appellation of justices." 
10. By ilJ. Pddington: Then, formerly the conservators of the peace were more in the 
nature of strictly executive officers rather than of persons empowered to adjudicate ? Cer-
tainly, they were more as executive officers of police than as justices of the peace having 
also judicial functions to perform. Blackstone further states,—' These justices are appointed 
by the King's Special Commission, under the Great Seal, the form of which was settled by-
all 

y
all the Judges, A. D., 1590. This appoints them all, jointly and separately, to keep the 
" peace, and any two or more of them to inquire into and determine felonies and other misde-
" meanors, in which number some particular justiecs, or one of them, are directed to be 
always included, and no business to be done without their presence; the words of the 
Commission running thus— quorum aliqueni vesrvm, A. B. C. D. &c., ununi ese 
volurnvs,'—whenee the persons so named are usually called justices of the quorum." 

But he goes on to say, it is now usual to include them all in the quorum, that they may be 
allowed to act. Then, " Touching the number and qualifications of these justices, it was-
" ordained by statute 18 Edward III sec. 2 e. 2, that two or three of the best reputation 

" in each county shall be assigned to be keepers of the peace; but these being found rather 
" too few for that purpose, it was provided by statute 34 Edward III c. 1, that one lord 
" and three or four of the most worthy men in the county, with some learned in the law, 
shall be made justices in every county; but afterwards the number of justices, through 
" the ambition of private persons, became so large that it was thought necessary by statute 
" 12 Ric. II c. 10, and 14 TUe. II c 11, to restrain them at first to six, and afterwards 
to eight only. But this rule is now disregarded, and the cause seems to be, that the 
growing number of statute laws committed from time to time to the -chargeof justices of 
" the peace have occasioned also (and very reasonably) their increase to a large number; and 
" as to these qualifications, the statutes just cited direct them to be of the best reputation,. 
" and most worthy men in the county ; and the statute 13 TUe. II c. 7, orders them 
" to be of the most sufficient knights, esquires, and gentlemen of the law; also, by statute 
"2 Hen. V st. 1 c 4, and st. e. 2 c. 1, they must be resident in their several counties. And 
"because, contrary to these statutes, men of small substance had crept into the Commission, 
"whose poverty had made them both covetous and contemptible, it was enacted by statute 18 
"Hen. VI c. 11, that no justice should be put in Commission if he had not lands to the value 
of £20 per annum. And the rate of money being greatly altered since that time, it is now 
"enacted by statute 5 C-co. III, e. 18, that every justice, except as is therein excepted, shall 
have £100 per annum clear of all deductions." Then, he says, "As the office of these 
"justices is conferred by the King, so it subsists only during his pleasure, and is determinable, 
"first by the demise of the Crown, that is in six months after. But if the same justice is put 
in Commission by the successor, he shall not be obliged to sue out a new dedimus, or to 
"swear to his qualifications afresh : nor by reason of any new Commission to take the oaths 
more than once in the same reign. Secondly, by express writ under the Great Seal, 
"discharging any particular person from being any longer justice. Thirdly, by superseding 
the Commission by Writ of Supersedeas, which suspends the power of all the justices, but 
"does not totally destroy it; seeing it may be recovered again by another Writ, called a 
"pi.oceclendo. Fourthly, by a new Commission, which virtually, though silently, discharges 
"all the former justices that are not included therein—for two Commissions cannot subsist 
at once. Fifthly, by accession of the office of Sheriff or Coroner." Then there is a passage 
to which I would particularly call the attention of the Committee. Perhaps I trespass too 
much, but it may be convenient to give reference to some of these authorities which are 
received everywhere with so much respect:-"  The power, office, and duty of a Justice of the 
Peace depend on his Commission, and on the several statutes which have created objects of 
his jurisdiction. His Commission first empowers him singly to conserve the peace, and 
thereby gives him all the power of the ancient conservators at the Common Law, in sup-
pressing riots and aifrays, in taking securities for the peace, and in apprehending and 
committing other inferior criminals. It also empowers any two or more to hear, and 
determine, all felonies and other offenees; which is the ground of their jurisdiction at 

" sessions. And as to the powers given to one, two, or more justices by the several statutes, 
which from time to time have heaped upon them such an infinite variety of business, that 
"few care to undertake, and fewer understand, the office; they are such, and of so great 
importance to the public, that the country is greatly obliged to any worthy magistrate that, 
" without sinister views of his own, will engage in this troublesome service, -and therefore, if 
"a well-meaning justice makes an undesigned slip in his practice, great lenity and indulgence 
" are shewn to him in the courts of law; and there are many statutes made to protect him 
in the upright discharge of his office, which, among other privileges, prohibit such 

"justices from being sued for any oversights, without notice beforehand, and stop all suits 
"begun on tender made of sufficient amends. But, on the other hand, any malicious or tyran-
" nical abuse of their office is usually severely punished; and all persons who recover a verdict 
" against a justice for any wilful or malicious injury are entitled to double costs." With 
respect to the practice of later periods, I now quote from a celebrated speech of Lord Brougham 
and Vaux on Law Reform, delivered on the 7th February, 1828. He says, "I cannot help 
"thinking it worth inquiry, whether some amendment might not be made in our justices of 
" peace system. The first doubt which strikes me is, if it befit that they should be appointed, 
as they are, merely by the Lords Lieutenant of Counties, without the interference of the 
" Crown's responsible Ministers. It is true that the Lord Chancellor issues the Commission; 
but it is the Lord Lieutenant who designates the persons to be comprehended in it. Such a 
thing is hardly ever known as any interference with respect to those individuals on the part 

11 of 
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" of the Lord Chancellor. lie looks to the Lord Lieutenant, or rather to the Custos Rotulorum, TLc Hon. E. 
which the Lord Lieutenant most frequently is (indeed everywhere but in counties palatine), 
for the names of proper persons. The Lord Lieutenant, therefore, asCustos Rotulorum, 

Cr 
absolutely appoints all the justices of the peace in his county at his sole will and pleasure. 

" Now I cannot understand what quality is peculiar to a keeper of the records that fits him , 
23 June 1858. " above all other men to say who shall be the judges of  the districts whose records lie keeps. 

" I think it would be about as convenient and natural to let the Master of the Rolls appoint 
the judges of the land (indeed more so, for lie is a lawyer,) or to give the appointment to 
the Keeper of the State l'apers. The Custos Rotulorum may issue a new Commission too, 
and leave out names. I have done it; but I have also known it prevented by the Great 
" Seal: indeed it was laid down as a rule by the late Lord Chancellor Eldon, from which no 
consideration, his lordship was used to say, should induce him to deart, that however unfit 
a magistrate might be for his office, either from private misconduct or party feeling, he 
" would never strike him off the list until he had been convicted of some offence by the 
" verdict of a Court of Record. Upon this principle he always acted." Then, in a note he 
says, "The course since 1828, and especially since 1832, has been for the Great Seal to 
exercise a much more active interference in appointing magistrates;. and the Lord Lieu-
tenant (or rather Custos Rotulorum) no longer is the person alone consulted. This is now 

" the case with Durham also, where the Bishop is no luger Custos, that office being now 
held by the Lord Lieutenant." He proceeds to show the great importance of appointing 

proper men to the Commission, from the very extensive powers now granted to them by statute. 
He says, " I have shuddered to see the way in which these extensive powers are sometimes 
" exercised by a jurisdiction not responsible for its acts. It is said that the magistracy 
ought not to be responsible, because it is not paid; but we ought not to forget that 
as gold itself may be bought too dear, so may economy; money may be saved at too high a 

11  price. Mark the difference of responsibility between the Quarter Sessions and one of the 
superior Courts of the Kingdom. in the King's Bencli the name of the Judge who pro-

" flounces the judgment is known, and the venerable magistrate stands before the country in 
his own proper person, always placed at the bar of public opinion. Here it is Lord 
Tenterdcn, it is Mr. Justice Bailey, by their names; in the other case it is merely the 
Quirter Sessions, which, as Dean Swift says, is nobody's name. The individual magistrates 
cornposing.it  are not thought of; their names are not even published. It. is a fluctuating 
body. If the same individuals always sat in the Court there might be some approach to 
responsibility. At present there is none; and where there is no responsibility injustice 

" will occasionally be committed, as long as men are men. It would be some correction of the 
" evil if the number of magistrates was fixed; if their names were always known in connexion 
" with their acts; and if they were more easily removable on proof of their misconduct. 
Then comes the question, is it after all gratuitous service? We are told 'we cannot visit 
the magistrates severely, or even watch them very strictly, because they volunteer their 
'duty and receive no remuneration for their trouble.' But although they have no money for 

" it, they may have money's worth. Cheap justice is a very good thing, but costly justice is 
" much better than cheap injustice. If I saw clearly the means by which the magistrates 
" could be pair], and by which therefore a more correct discharge of the magisterial duties 
might be ensured, I would, certainly prefer paying them in money to allowing them to 
' receive money's worth by jobs, and other violations of their duty." Then he recites a 
number of incidents as to the over-zeal of some magistrates, some of whom are clerical 
magistrates, and then makes these closing remarks :-" Some of these details may be 
-11  ludicrous, but the general subject is a most serious and a most important one, because 
" these facts show the  manner in which justice is administered to the people, out of sight of 
the public, and out of reach of the higher Courts of law. It is through the magistraey, 

" more than through any other agency, except indeed that of the tax-gatherer, that the 
people are brought direOtly into contact with the Government of the country; and this is 

" the measure of justice with which, when they approach it,, they are treated, by functionaries 
irresponsible for their proceedings. A Justice of the Peace--whether in his own parlour or 
on the Iieucli—whetiier employed in summary convictions, or in enforcing what is called, 

" after a very worthy friend of mine, ' Mr. Nicholson Calvert's Act'—is never an ostensible 
individual, responsible in his own prpper person to public opinion; hardly over, unless he 

" chooses by some indiscretion to make himself so, amenable to a higher and purer judicature. 
The Judges of the land, chosen from the professors of the law, after the labors of a life 
previously devoted to the acquirement of knowledge calculated to fit them for their 
office, and clothed with attributes of supreme power over petty magistrates, are responsible 
" for every word and act, and are subject to every species of revision and control. They 
were selected with the most anxious caution for every qualification of high character, 
" and of profound knowledge; and yet they are incapable of pronouncing a single decision 
" from which an appeal wPl not lie to some other tribunal immediately above them; while 
from the decision of the country jutices—takcn from the community at large, or recom-
mended by habits least calculated to make them just—subject to no personal responsibility, 

" because beyond or below the superintendence of public opinion—, and irremo', able, unless by 
a verdict for sonic indictable offence; from their decision there is no appeal; from their 
" decision, although they have to deal with some of time most important interests in the 
country, there is no appeal unless their misdeeds shall have been set forth in a case sub-

" mitted by their own free will, with their expression, to their Court of Icing's Bcneh." 
I think the Committee will be satisfied from the opinion of that very high authority, how 
important it is that only properly qualified men should be placed in the Commission of the 
Peace; . that the highest interests of society are involved in the right discharge of this duty 
by the Government. 
11. By the Chairman: Are you aware whether stipendiary magistrates are commonly 
appointed throughout England? I think they have been more numerous of late, but they 

278—T 
exist 
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The Hon. E. exist in large numbers in Ire1and. There are stipendiary magistrates almost every where there. 
D.Thoison, 12. The practice of making such appointments has grown up since the period when Lord 

ML.O. 
' Brougham delivered this speech? 1 think so ; a considerable time after. 

You will perceive 

he points to the desirability of appointing paid magistrates, if he saw his way clear to do so; 

23 June, 188. 
but no doubt the enormous expense, and the difficulty of appointing properly (1l]aified 
persons, would render it a matter of almost impossibility, particularly in this tolony. The 
stipend which is given to a paid magistrate can scarcely be supposed to command a man of 
very high qualifications especially of legal attainments. 

\\ hat  is the salary usually given? About £400. 
You are aware that in different towns throughout this Colony there are other offlcrs, 

generally speaking, for some particular purpose connected with the Government? Only 
Clerks of Petty Sessions and Clerks of the Peace. There are Commi. sioners of Crown 
Lands, who have been hitherto employed; but I believe there has been sonic alteration in 

that respect. 
15 Take the case of Goulburn,—there are there a Police Magistrate, a C

omm issioner of Crown 

Lands, a Clerk of Petty Sessions, and a Visiting Justice for the Gaol? But in general the 
duty of Visiting Justice is performed by the Police lagistrate; Goulburn IS 

an exception, 

from an accidental circumstance.: There was no Police 1\lagistrate at Goulburn when time 
gentleman received the appointment of Visiting \1agistrate for the Gaol, but 1 believe that 

no salary is now attached to the office. 
Night not these offices be united? Nodoubt. 
And thus a larger salary be provided for the person holding the office of Police Nagis- 

trate? Yes. I think you would command men of higher qualifications, if the stipend were 

higher, for men of ability and legal attainments must, he paid well. 
If the Comnmissioner of Crown Lands also acted as Police Magistrate in remote districts, 

be might of course itinerate? Formerly, we generally chose, wimeim we could, men who were 
acquainted with surveying, and I think a Commissioner of Crown Lands ought to be a man 
who has some technical knowledge of surveying, so as to perform his duty pioperly. lie 
should be able to point out allotments on the ground, and prepare maps and tiacings for 
the information of the public, and I think there might be a difficulty in getting men qualified 
to perform both duties—I do not say an insuperable difficulty. 
19 Are you acquainted with the working of the Assistant Barrister's Court in IFeland? I 
am not, but from all I. have heard of these Courts they give great satisfactiou. 

This is the plan adopted, I believe, in the issuing of rummonses: it is very simile :---The 

form is printed, and any party who has a grievance specifies his complaint in the blank part left 
for the purpose; he then signs his own name, and serves it on the party. The pariy served 
with the summons is bound to appear at the sitting of the Court the case is refe red to, and 
the case is then proceeded with; and all the trouble we now experience in iuitating pro- 
ceedings is avoided? May any one issue a summons in his own case? 

Any man may issue a summons in his own case? I should think that was a dangerous 
principle, and might bring many people to Court uselessly. 

Then the party would be liable to pay the costs if the case went against him. Now, in 
many instances in the country districts, persons are obliged to go many miles to a Bench fr 
a summons, and many cases are not prosecuted, unless felony, from the difficulty of obtaining 

justice? Yes, no doubt. 
Another part of the working of the system is this, that the Judge who is assisted by the 

Barrister travels with only one attendant, the Registrar goes from town to town and holds. 
his Court, has a jury impannelled and decides in civil and also criminal cases. The machinery 
is extremely simple, and the law is thus administered with great satisfaction to tIme people—
do you think any such system as that would be suitable to our circumstances here? It is a 
subject which I have never considered sufficiently to enab'e me to express an opinion upon 
it, but 1 am rather doubtful whether it would operate properly. Besides, that would not 
provide for a great number of the cases of summary jurisdiction now submitted to the magis- 

trates. 
Under such an arrangement, I take it the summary jurisdiction might be very much 

curtailed—summary jurisdiction is a form in direct vitIation of common law; we have from 
expediency been increasing the power of the magistrat.e, but it, appears that while the juris-
diction has thus been enlarged, the competency of parties to administer the law, generally 
speaking, has diminished. There was a suggestion made here sonic time ago by the Judges, to 
the effect that the Supreme Court should take cognizance of all the cases that are now tried 
at Quarter Session, and even the more important cases that are decided by magis-

trates in Petty Sessions. You remember the Report made sonic years ago—Mr. Lowe 
took a part in it ? I have some recollection of it, but the circumstances of the Colony 
have changed since that. The establishment of Circuit Courts, and the proposed establish-
ment of District Courts, will render such a system undesirable. I thought myself in the 
passage of the Bill throurli the house a great mistake had been made in retaining Courts of 
Quarter Sessions. I consider it would have been a much simpler and better plan to have 
transferred the whole of the criminal jurisdiction of Quarter Sessions to the Hatrict Courts, 
and then a competent legal Judge would have tried these cases. You will now have to insti-
tute a double set of courts —a set of District Courts and a set of Courts of Quarter 
Sessions—with a double set of officers. I think it is a great mistake. I listened with great 
attention to all the arguments against the transfer of the criminal jurisdiction to the 
District Courts, and certainly I did not hear one that prsuaded mime. 

The lawyers are not favorable to a change that would necessarily decrease their business? 
No doubt; but I never heard them assign one reason satisfactory to ny humble judgment 
why the criminal jurisdiction now vested in the General Quarter Sessions should not be 
transferred to the District Courts. 
If we were to extend the jurisdiction of District Courts in the manner you contemplate, 
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I take it there would then be no occasion for the general appointment of Police Magistrates? The Hon. E. 
I think there would be, for there are still most important. functions to be performed under 
summary jurisdiction. I do not think you could extend all cases of jurisdiction to District 
Courts, as you would have to multiply the number of Judges infinitely, almost to the 
number of Police Magistrates. There is an enormous amount of business d ne, if you con- 23 June 18 
sider the number of Courts of Petty Sessions throughout the territory, and the number of 
days they meet. 
Can you say what is the number of Petty Sessions Courts? I cannot; but there would 

be no difficulty in getting a return. 
At what salary do you think proper men could be found to take the office of Police 

Magistrate? I really have considerable difficulty in saying what would induce properly 
quaLified persons to accept the office. In fact I have always considered public oflieers—I do 
not mean those holding the highest appointments, but all havtng salaries under £700 or £800 
a-year—the worst paid men in the community, and that much more was to be obtained in 
private than in public employ. 
20. You think in an enterprising community like this there is more profitable occupation for 
men of energy and ability? I think so, under £700 or £800 a-year; but I do not think, in 
the present state of the revenue the couiit.ry could afford such salaries as these. 

Still it is the duty of the Government to provide for the administration of justice in these 
courts in which you say nine-tenths of the business of the country is transacted ? Yes. 

The business of the country is very great, and the expense ought not to prevent the 
making of proper provision for the protection of litigants? Certainly not; it is a most 
important matter. We know that in very distant parts of the country the magistrates reside 
at very great distances from the courts, and it is extremely difficult to get them to attend. 
Parties go again and again to the courts, and, finding no quorum, are unable to get their 
cases adjudicated upon, and they are ahandoned. Thus crimes against property and person 
go unpunished, and the law is not vindicated. 

You have expressed yourself very clearly as to its being objectionable to leave the revision 
of the electoral lists to the magistrates? It appeared to me as more desirable and more 
satisfactory to the public to have the lists revised in the way I have suggested. 
133 The present system causes the magistrates to be mixed up in political matters? Yes; 
and as long as men are men we must expect them to have a bias in favor of those persons 
with whoimi they agree in political opinions. If too scrupulous to yield to that bias, they 
will be driven into the opposite extreme, and do injustice to persons of their own party, from 
the fear of being unduly influenced in their favor. They must, therefore, be placed in a 
false position. 
34. Do you think it likely no evil would result from electoral influences being brought to 
bear upon the appointment of gentlemen on the Bench ? I think it must. Under the 
present Constitution Act the magistrate must be appointed by the Governor, upon the advice 
of the Executive Council, and this brings great pressure upon the Ministers fr.m their 
adherents. I do not speak of the present Ministers only, but of any Ministers under the 
existing Constitution. 
3. A parliamentary supporter of the Ministry may wish to have his friend put in the 
Commission—the Minister may think the party unsuitable, and refuse, and the applicant 
may titcu feel aggrieved and withdraw his support-, and thus an amount of pressure may be 
brought upon the Government of the day, difficult to resist? Almost impossible. 
36. Can you offer any suggestions as to how this could be guarded against? Since I was 
first summoned to appear before this Committee I have given my best attention to the 
subject, and several modes have suggested themselves to me The best, I think, is to place 
the appointment in the hands of the Governor alone, independently of the Ministers for 
the time being lie is above all political influence, and, 1 think, would be able to perform 
this .duty to the public with greater satisfaction than any one else. I do not think this 
would be setting aside the principle of Responsible Government; it would merely relieve 
the Ministers of the day from that potitical pressure which I think they ought not to 
be exposed to, and which, I am sure, nine out of ten desire to be relieved from. It has 
been proposed to assign this duty to the Judges of the Supreme Court; but it scarcely 
appears to me that they would have at their command the necessary information to enable 
them to perform it satisfactorily. We see that in England this duty nominally devolves upon 
the Lord Chancellor. but, in reality, upon the Lords Lieutenant of Counties, who nonminate, 
and who are themselves, I believe, ordinarily put in motiun by the Deputy Lieutenants. The 
means of knowing the character of individuals is, I think, much greater in England, owing to 
the settled habits of the people, than it is in a country such as this, where the population, to a 
certain extent, is migratory. Men are born, educated, brought up, and remain the whole of their 
lives in particular districts, and their characters are well known to the whole of the public; 
here it cannot be so, for men are arriving every day whose characters are wholly unknown. 
They may be, of course, highly respected and really respectable, but they cannot be so well 
known as in an old country such as England. Therefore, I do not think the Judges of the 
Supreme Court could perform the duty very satisfactorily either to themselves or to the 
public. 
87. You are, then, in favor of leaving it to the Governor alone ? Yes, as before the estab- 
lishment of Responsible Government. That would require an alteration of the law, but it 
would not deprive the Governor of the advantage of conferring with his Responsible Ministers; 
they would be, naturally, the parties to whom be would have recourse for information; 
but it would relieve the Ministers themselves from that political pressure to which I have 
adverted. 

Lord Brougham adverts, in the speech to which you have referred, to the power the 
magistrates have in licensing public houses ? Yes. 

Do you think it desirable that an alteration in the law should take place here in that 
respect? 
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The Eon. E. respect ? I scarcely think it can be done; it must be left to the magistrates. The point 
P. Tliomon, is to appoint no man to the magistracy who is not qualified by property, by character, and 
L'L.c. ' by education to perform the duties; that is the best guarantee to the public. I do nut think 

the duty could be transferred, unless to paid officers, who would be responsible to the Govern- 

23 iôs. ment for the time being. 
That is, to persons holding other offices ? I mean to the Police Magistrates, if it be 

thought desirable that one, at least, of the licensing Justices should be a paid officer of the 
Government, in order to ensure greater care in the selection of the individuals entitled to 
this privilege. I think it is a very important question, for I believe one-half the crime of 
the country is concocted over the rum bottle, in the public-house, sometimes, I fear, with the 
connivance of the pullican. I am well aware, of course, that there are a great many respectable 
publicans to whom such injurious imputations in no way apply. 

The regulation of these public-houses you consider as forniing a very important part of 
the police arrangements of the Colony ? I do; a most important part. 

i\light not the difficulty begot rid of by abolishing this licensing system altogether? I 
do not see how you could do that without creating much greater evils. It would not prevent 
drunkenness, but would, I fear, merely act as a premium on every species of debauchery 
and crime, and the establishment of drinking shops throughout the country, where men of 
dissolute habits and character would congregate together for the concoction of crime. 

Let the trade be free—the evil is so bad it can scarcely be worse ? I believe as far as 
the practice goes it is almost free. Every man of good character is entitled to receive a 
license; there is no absolute discretion on the part of the magistrate to refuse a license 
he is not to judge whether one public-house, or two, or three, are required for a district. 
If there is the proper accommodation as required by law, and the occupant is a man of 
respectable character, and applies for a license, it is scarcely within the discretion of the 
justice to refuse him; so that it virtually becomes what I conceive to be free trade. 

It has been held in the courts here that the justices have the discretion. However, 
what I referred to is the trade being absolutely free. Parties now pay licenses and have the 
exclusive right of selling spirits in small quantities in these houses, hence there is about these 
houses a congregation of disorderly persons ? It is so; but that I conceive to. arise from gran-
ting licenses to improper persons; still I think there would be greater evil if it were thrown 
entirely open. These people are under police regulations; their houses can be entered by 
the police at any time and searched; they are obliged to enter into recognizanees to prevent 
gambling and absolute drunkenness, although we know that in many cases they do not 
prevent it. 

43. With regard to the practical working of the licensing public houses, do you consider that, 
as a matter of police restraint, the present system is successful or not? Only partially, I think. 

To what do you attribute the failure? To the want of due caution on the part of 
magistrates in granting licenses. 

Then you think that might be guirded against by the appointment only of proper persons? 
Yes, I think so, or at least to a great extent. 
Then, under any system that may be adopted, objectionable persons would get into the 

Commission of the Peace? It ought not to be so. 
It would be very difficult to guard against it? It will be difficult under any circum-

stances, but I think not impossible. 
Looking over the last twenty years, at any time, I presume you must he aware that 

objectionable persons have got into the Commission ? They have, as it has appeared, because 
they have misconducted themselves afterwards; but there was no knowledge at the time they 
were appointed that they were unfit persons. A great many persons were put into the Com-
mission whom I did not know even by name—whom I could not know—but when I did know 
that any unsuitable persons were proposed, I was not backward in giving my strong opinion 
that they should not be placed in the Commission. 
Have you known many instances of the issue of Writs of Supersedeas? Not a great 

number; but there have been cases. Although the general practice is, as it is stated to be 
in the speech of Lord Brougham, from which I have read, I recollect some years ago that 
there was a correspondence on the subject with the Secretary of State—I think Lord (ileneig 
was Secretary of State at the time. There were some c inplaints on the issue of a new 
Comission of the Peace that certain persons had been omitted, and reference was made to the 
Secretary of State by the Governor of the time, and a rule was laid down in conformity with 
what was stated to be the practice in similar cases in England. It was this :—When a new 
Commission issued, it was the privilege of Government to omit the name of any perscn 
without assigning a cause. If a man, for instance, had been negligent in the performance of 
his daties, if he had systematically absented himself from the Bench, or if he had proved 
himself, from his general habits, not desirable to be retained in the Commission, or if he were 
a person whose education even was not satisfactory, he was omitted from the new Coninnssion, 
and had no right to complain, or ask the reason. It was within the proper discretion of the 
Government to do that; but if a supersedeas was issued specially removing a Justice from 
the existing Commission, then he had a right to know the cause, for there was an imputation 
against his character, arising from such a proceeding. Therefore, it was the practice of the 
Government never to remove any one from the Commission by a supersedeas unless there 
were some proper assignable cause to just.ify so extreme a measure. 1 may observe, that 
in cases of resignation and insolvency it has been usual to issue writs of supersedeas as a 
matter of course. 

The writ of supersedeas does not actually remove a magistrate from the Commission of 
the Peace, it merely suspends the power of acting for the time? It is virtually a removal; 
no doubt what you have stated is the technical interpretation.. 
53 In your experience, how many of these writs do you think have been issued? It is hard 
to say, as my experience extends over a period of nineteen years. 

. 
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A dozen? I think a great many more. The Hon. E. 
What steps were taken by the Government in order to obtain the necessary information 

which would justify such a proceeding as that? Generally, there was an investigation before 
the Executive Couneil, and the party was called upon for an explanation. In some cases the 
facts that were disclosed were such as to render any such proceeding unnecessary ; they were 23 June 1858. 
sufficient in themselves to show that the party was not properly in the Comuiision. in such 
a case as that you will find alluded to by Lord Broughain, in the matter contemplated by 
Lord Eldon, the Governor issues a supersedeas. 

That is a conviction in a Cuurt.of Law ? Yes. 
Do you. know if the Governor has, during the period of your holding the office of 

Colonial Secretary, issued a writ upon such grounds? I think so; but I cannot quite recal 
to my recollection particular instances. I think there are cases of that kind, but it dOes 
not occur to me at the present moment what these particular cases were. I have an im-
pression upon my mind that such cases have occurred a great many years ago. 
.58. It appears to be but reasonable that a man who has himself been convicted in a Police 
(Jourt should himself be held as an unfit person to sit upon the Bench? Most assuredly; 
I should have no hesitation, if the duty devolved upon me, to recommend the immediate 
removal of such a person from the Commission. 
459. it is objectionable that a man should appear at the Bar one day as an offender and the 
next day on the Bench to adjudicate in offences—is it not calculated to bring the adminis-
tration of justice into contempt? Yes it is, and to destroy the whole prestye which should 
attach to the office of magistrate, and in fact to produce a bad moral effect on the community 
generally. 

Has it come under your knowledge, from police reports, that such cases have occurred? 
I have heard of such a case certainly; but I am not aware whether there was any conviction. 
I have heard of a justice who has committed himself by appearing in a state of drunkenness 
in public. 

And of his having been fined? I am not sure; but there have been complaints by 
their brother magistrates against them, and I think in some of these cases they were 
absolutely removed by supersedeas. 

Then your recommendation is, that the appointment should rest solely with the Governor 
General? Yes; and, as- I stated before, that would not supersede his appMcatiou to the 
Minister of the day, if he thought it necessary. 
'What do you think of some such regulation as that which is involved in the second 

clause of the Bill, to limit the appointment and continuance in office of unpaid Justices of the 
Peace—" At the expiration of six months after the accession to office of each succeeding 
" Governor or Governor General, the Commission of every Justice of the Peace in force at 
" the time of such accession shall cease and determine" ? I think that would be desirable, 
for it would compel by law a periodical revision of the Commission. I know it is a very 
invidious task, and no Ministry proceeds to it without great reluctance. 
It was recommended by Sir Alfred Stephen that the appointment should be made for 

different divisions of the Colony—for the southern, western, and northern—and that the 
Commission should be for three years, so as to ensure a periodical revision? That is 
another mode to effect the same object. I think myself, and have thought for many years, 
that it would b3 desirable to confine the jurisdiction of magistrates to particular districts, 
either to counties or to police districts. If confined to counties or police districts, the number 
for each might be limited. As has been shewn, there is an ancient Parliamentary precedent 
for such a limitation. 

No inconvenience would arise, because warrants could be backed, as in England? Yes. 
If necessary a short law could be passed, making a warrant issued in any county or district 
operative throughout the Colony without endorsement. I believe that some cases have 
occurred almost of an indecent character, where magistrates have come in, in numbers, from 
an adjoining district to overwhelm the majority of a local Bench, in order to carry measures 
against their views. 

have you known such eases? I have heard of such cases; I will scarcely go so far as 
to say I have known of them. 
You cannot see, that any such is likely to arise from such an arrangement as that to 

which I have adverted? I think the paid magistrate should be a magistrate of the territory, 
because, in the performance of his executive duties, he may be required to proceed beyond 
the limits of the district for which be is specially appointed but the private magistrates 
should be confined to local jurisdiction, either to the great divisions of the country proposed 
by the learned Chief Justice, or to the police districts or counties. Perhaps, in the first 
instance, as a trial, it may be expedient to act on the recommendation of the Chief Justice; 
it would then be necessary to divide the Colony into four districts—the southern, the western, 
the northern, and the Moreton Bay districts. The great object is to restrain the jurisdiction 
of the magistrate within his own district. My chief objection to-the adoption of such large 
divisions is the impracticability in such cases of limiting the number of justices, unless 
indeed a maximum number were fixed for each Court of Petty Sessions, according to the 
extent of the district and the business to be performed. 
From your evidence, it seems that you are strongly of opinion it is necessary something 

should be done, in order to guard against the improper appointment of magistrates? I think 
it m st desirable that the influences which must be brought to hear under present circum-
stances should be restrained in some way or other—that the Ninister of the day should be 
protected from the importunity to which he is subjected, by constant applications from his 
political supporters for the appointment of-themselves and friends to the magistracy. No 
such influences existed in former days. There was no notivc such as now exists. 

These suggestions might enable us to devise some scheme that would act well for the 
purpose? I think something ought to be done to limit the number of justices. The 

278—U great 
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The Hon. E. great evil is the excessive number. Every man now thinks he has a right, as an object of 
D Thomson, distinction, to be placed in the Commission of the Peace, and as long as that is the case the 

Government will have applications from persons little qualified to perform the duty. 
You also think that were it not for the expense involved it would be highly desirable to 

Jm. 188 
have Police Magistrates? Yes, associated with the magistrates of the district, because you 

23 would then be always able to command the attendance of a magistrate, and if he could secure 
the attendance of another, no cases need be adjourned for want of a proper quorum to 
adjudicate. I think that would induce a great number of persons to bring forward cases for 
prosecution that are now altogether neglected, owing to the difeulty of obtaining a quorum 
of magistrates competent to adjudicate, and the tendency of that of course is to bring the 
law into contempt. 

By Mr. Pida'ington: You have adverted to the duties of magistrates with respect to 
licensing public-houses—I would like to ask whether you are of opinion if the trade were 
thrown open so that it should be optional to any trader to sell spirits, provided they were 
-not consumed on the premises, that would lessen or increase drunkenness? I believe it 
would increase drunkenness if people could purchase liquor in small quantities without any 
3estraiut whatever. I am afraid it would very much tend to increase it if it were allowed to 
be retailed in every petty shop and store throughout the Colony. I consider that any regu-
lation prohibiting the consumption of spirits on the premises would be entirely futile, 
especially as the police would have no right of entry such as they now possess in respect of 
licensed public-houses. 
Do you endorse the general animadversion of Lord Brougham upon the unfitness of 

unpaid magistrates for the general duties they are appointed to perform ? In a general way 
I do 
You think those observations of Lord Brougham upon the incompetency of unpaid 

magistrates as a class in England might be applied to unpaid magistrates in New South 
Wales? Yes, I think so. Although entertaining a great respect for the general body of the 
magistrates in this Colony, and a high appreciation of the gratuitous services they render to 
the community, yet as we can scarcely hope to get men of higher qualification as to character, 
education, and standing here than we have in Ingland, and if they be obnoxious to these 
objections, magistrates here—I may say with no disrespect to them—are equally open to the 
same objeeLion. 
I think you are of opinion that the appointment of paid Police Magistrates would be one 

mode of providing for the better administration of justice than the system now existing? 
The more certain administration of justice; but I think they ought to be associated with 
private magistrates, more especially in cases where more than one magistrate is required. 
Have you any means of forming a judgment with respect to the confidence reposed in 

unpaid magistrates of the country by the public at large? I have not; but I have no reason 
to believe there is any want of confidence in them generally. There may be in some districts, 
from party motives, but I think, generally speaking, they meet with the confidence and 
respect of the public. 
Are you of opinion that the paid Police Magistrates of the country are viewed in pre-

cisely the same light by the public with respect to their decisions ? In cases between masters 
and servants I think they are not. 
Do you think the public confide in their decisions in that class of cases more thoroughly 

than in those of the unpaid magistrates? I have an impression to that effect, because 
they are not interested in the same degree. The local magistrates who are not paid are 
almost all employers of labor to a very great extent, and there must be a sort of feeling, of 
course, rather in favor of the master than of the servant; at least there is such an idea 
abroad. The same feceing does not, I believe, exist with reference to a paid magistrate. 
A great number of the cases decided by magistrates are cases between masters and 

servants? There are a very great number in this eountry,!and they are a most important 
class of cases. 

With respect to the attendance of magistrates at Petty Sessions, are you of opinion that 
some register of the attendance might be kept? I think that a good suggestion. If 
a magistrate systematically neglected to attend the Courts of Petty Sessions of his district, I 
think he would have no reasonable ground of complaint if, de facto, his name were omitted 

in the next Commission of the Peace. 
If a man did not attend his duty at Petty Sessions for a certain number of times—would 

it not be desirable that ipso facto he should cease to be of the Commission ? I think so, 
subject to the qualification 1 have mentioned. No magistrate has a right to take the titl 
of justice merely as an .honorary distinction, without performing the duties required by the 
public. 
With reference to the proposal that the Governor should appoint the magistrates, I 

think you state that you made that proposal upon the ground that you view the Governor as a 
non-political functionary ? Yes; that he is removed from the political influences to which the 
Minister of the day is exposed. 
If he has the appointment of the magistrates will not that in itself entangle him to a 

certain extent in political matters? I think it ought not, for it will be his duty to select 
from persons of all parties with reference to the requirements of the public, and the 
qualifications of the individual. 
You accompanied the expression of your opinion with a statement that the Governor 

would naturally refer to his advisers? That he would not be debarred from doing so, and 
they would naturally be the parties he would consult when necessary. 
What means would the Governor have here of becoming acquainted with the fitness or 

character of parties desiring to be placed in the Commission ? By consultation, in the manner 
suggested, with his responsible advisers, and by correspondence, through his private secretary, 
with individuals upon whose opinion and judgment he could rely. That has been the 
practice hitherto. 85. 
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By Mr. Purkes: Many magistrates, I believe, were appointed formerly without their The Hon. Y.  
names being intimated to the Executive Council? Yes, it was so; a very considerable 
number. 
Bytlfr. Piddingion.: With reference to the future—if the right of appointing were 

vested in the Governor, as a personal prerogative, would he be fully. competent from the 
23 June information he would receive to make good appointments? I think he would, for, unless he 18.58. 
 

were satisfied of the due qualification of the parties he would not put them in the Commission. 
He might have a great number of persons proposed to him for the Commission, but it does 
not follow that he would place them in it without the necessary information to satisfy himself 
that they were properly qualified. 

You are strongly of opinion that such a power would not naturally involve the Governor 
in political duties? I think not necessarily; for he ought to make the appointments from 
all parties, according to their qualifications and the requirements of the public. I think one 
great objection to the present system has been the excessive number of persons placed in the 
Commission of the Peace; and, consequently, the tendency to appoint persons of inferior 
qualifications. 

Do you not think, if the Commission of the Peace were divided into four districts, as 
proposed by the Chief Justice, the Judges might be expected to revise the Commission when 
divided? I scarcely think they could. 

I do not of course mean that the Judges should be expected to go minutely into the 
qualification of persons nominated, but merely they should have the general power of revision? 
I do not think they could perform the duty properly unless they did go minutely into th 
qualifications of the individuals. 

TUE,SDA Y, 29 JUArE, 1858. 

1røtnt :— 
Ma. MURRAY, I Ma. EGAN, 

Ma. MARKS. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Captain Samuel Moore, J. P., called in and examined 
By the Chairman: You are a magistrate of the territory? I am. Capt. Samuel 
And have been so for many years? Yes; since 1836, shortly after I arrived in the Moore, J.P. 

Colony—that is, including the period I was in the service. 
You arrived in the Colony as a military man? Yes. 

29 June, 1858. 
And you were placed in the Commission of the Peace whilst still a military man? Yes. 
You have had ample opportunities, during that length of time, of observing the general 

state of ,the magistracy of the Colony? I have. 

Can you favor the Committee with your general opinion as to its present position, so far 
as you have had opportunity of judging? My answer to that question, of course, could only 
apply to the district in which I have resided. I have been resident in Liverpool for the last 
eighteen years, and it is only within the last few years I have had occasion to find fault with 
certain gentlemen who are now in the Commission of the Peace. On public grounds, I have 
felt it my duty, as a magistrate, to report to the head of the Executive what, in my opinion, 
I considered to be sufficient to have them removed. I allude to Dr. Robertson and Mr. 
Charles Luke Bayly, both of whom I reported for acts that, in my opinion, they ought to 
have been removed for. 
When did you make that report? Three or four years ago. 
Before the introduction of the new system of Government? Yes. 
What was the result of your representation at that time? I received a reply to my 

communication from the Honorable Mr. Deas Thomson, stating that the subject of my 
reports would be immediately submitted to the Governor General; and from that period 
until the present moment I have never heard anything more about it. 

Had you any occasion to make any further complaints of either of these gentlemen ? 
I have made several complaints with reference to Mr. Bayly, which also ended in nothing. 
There was a case of assault heard before the Liverpool Bench, in which Mr. Bayly was 
principally concerned. I was the presiding magistrate, and his conduct on that occasion 
was so remarkably gross that the Bench fined him £5, and further bound him over to keep 
the peace for six months. A report of this case got into the Empire newspaper, and excited 
the attention of the Executive. A letter was addressed to the Bench on the matter, and 
in consequence of their report a Commission was appointed to inquire into the matter, 
over which Mr. Forbes was sent up from Sydney to preside. On another occasion I was told 
by the Revd. Mr Priddle that a relative of his on going to a public-house at Liverpool, pass- 
ing through a room, saw Mr. Bayly on his knees tossing for half-crowns with an individual of 
the lowest class, 

This is not a fact coming under your own knowledge? No. 
Was it given in evidence? When Mr. Priddle was asked to make the statement, he 

declined to do so. 

Did you write a letter to the Colonial Secretary representing that circumstance? Yes. 
Was an inquiry instituted? Yes. I was also informed, that when engaged in gambling 

at Mudgee, Mr. Bayly had passed off blank pieces of paper as bank-notes when he was a loser, 
and on the discovery being made he was forcibly ejected from the room. 
All these things you represented? Yes, 

16, On 
the authority of your informant ? Yes, the Revd. Mr. Priddle, our incumbent. 

On 
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Capt. Samuel On the same occasion I was told by Mr. Priddle of a circumstance that had occurred to him- 
Mooje, J.P. self. Mr. Bayly came into his house in a state of intoxication, took a chair, and at down by 

e--*'--  his side, and to Mr. Priddle's surprise, threw his arm round his neck. Mr. Priddle disen- 
29 June, 1858. gaged his person from him, and asked him what he wanted. The reply of Mr. Bayly was,- 

1 have come to you, Mr. Priddle, as my spiritual adviser I have called on you for the 
good of my soul." i\lr. Priddle told him that at that moment he was particularly engaged, 
as there were seventy or eighty persons waiting for him in the school-room, where a heture 
was to be delivered; but that if lie would defer it until the following morning, he would he 
happy to hear anything he had to state. Mr. Bayly replied to this—" There is no time 

11  better than the present moment; it must be done now." Mr. Priddle's ar.swer was—" I cannot 
delay seventy or eighty persons to accommodate you, Mr. Bayly, in your present state." 
Mr. Bayly replied—" Is it not better for you to save one soul than to preach to seventy or eighty 
persons." Mr. Priddle still declined; and Mr. Bayly then said—" 'I'hcn all I have to tell 

" you, Mr. Priddle, is, that your doctrine is all  a lie throughout." A couple of days after 

this Mr. Priddle detailed this conversation to me, and lie said it was his intention to make 
a special report of the circumstance to Mr. Cowper, who was then Colonial Secretary. 
He did not do so ; but I considered Mr. Ba.yly's conduct to be so remarkably offensive, that 
I made a report of it, and the result was that a Commission was sent up to inquire 
into the matter, but Mr. Piddle would not attend. The reason lie gave for declining to do 
so was that Mr. Bayly had come to him, and that he had stated he had forgiven him, and 
under those circumstances lie did not think it would be correct to give evidence against 
him. Although I sent for him, and gave him the Attorney General's letter to reed, lie 

would not attend. 
All these circumstances that youhave stated were represented to the Government? Yes. 
And Mr. Forbes, I think you said, was sent to inquire into them? Yes. 
What were the circumstances of the case in which Mr. Bayly was fined £5? The assault 

arose out of that Commission of inquiry. There was a young man at Liverpool, the son of a 
butcher, named Pearce, who gave evidence against Sir. Bayly in regard to the gambling 
transaction. lie was present, and saw the gambling going on. This circumstance rankled, I 
believe, in Mr. Bayly's mind, and lie took occasion one day when this young noun Pearce was 
in a public house to speak to him on the matter, and he ultimately spat in his face three, or 
four times. That constituted the assault. 

lie was brought before the Bench for that assault, and fined? Yes. 
1)id it come out in evidence on that occasion that he was sober, or at all intoxicated ? 

The landlord of the, "Terminus Hotel" distinctly stated that he was in a state of 

intoxication. 
Were you called upon for copies of the depositions by the Government? Yes, by the 

Attorney General. 
Were they furnished? Yes. 
The evidence taken established the facts you have stated? Yes. 
Mr. Bayly is still in the Commission of the Peace? Yes. 

2,3. Does he often attend the Bench? I have seen him there every court day—once a fortnight. 
27. Has the general feeling of the people of the district, as regards the administration of 
justice, been at all affected by his remaining in the Commission of the l'cace? My opinion 
is that they have not confidence in Mr. Bayly. I never sit on the. Bench with him, nor do 
some other magistrates; in consequence of which the public are sometimes put to great 
inconvenience, where it is necessary that two magistrates should preside, and the Court is 

frequently broken up for that reason. 
28 What other magistrates of the district decline to sit with him ? Mr. Rowe, Mr. Lane, 

and Dr. Watson, besides myself. 
Are there any who do sit with him? Yes, Dr. Robertson and Mr. Throsby. 
Is much business done by the Bench ? Occasionally. 
What magistrates generally sit? The attendance on Court days is confined to very few. 

Mr. Bayly comes; sometimes Mr. Rowe, and sometimes iir. Lane. 

3. By M. Eqan: With reference to the reports you made of the gentlemen you have 
named, did the Government from your statement institute any inquiry ? Not from my 
individual statement. When inquiry was instituted an official letter was sgncd by Mr. 

Rowe, Mr. Lane, and myself. 
33. Can you inform the Committee what was the result of that inquiry? The result was 
that the Attorney General stated that he did not see sufficient reason for removing Mr. Bayly, 
as it was only secondary evidence, in consequence of Mr. Priddle not appearing. 

4. You say great inconvenience arises in consequence of the ncn-attendance of niacistrates 
who will not sit with Mr. Bayly ? Yes. If there are three magistrates on the Bench, two 
besides Mr. Bayly, then they do not object, because they can decide the case without 

referring to Sir. Bayly. 
85. Supposing Mr. Bayly and the other objectionable magistrate were there, would you or 
the other gentlemen who made the complaint object to sit with them? The only magistiate 

I object to sit with is Mr. Bayly. 
86 Were there two reports forwarded to Mr. Bayly—one in reference to the public-house 
gambling, and the second in reference to the case in which he was brought before the ('out t.? 
The case in which he was brought before the Court, and fined, was not represented ; but the 
Attorney General wrote to the Bench for a copy of the depositions, and the result of that 

was that the inquiry was instituted. 
37. And sijlee that inquiry no steps have been taken to remove Mr. Tiayly? None whatever. 
With regard to Mr Bayly, I am aware the public have not confidence in him, because in any 
case which is considered to be of importance I am very frequently sent to by the parties to 

request my attendance. 

George 
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George Taylor Rowe, Esq., J,P., called in and examined :- 

1. By the C1iainir,.n: You are a magistrate of the territory? Yes. G. T. Rowe, 
2 And act on the Bench at Liverpool? I do. . Esq., J.P. 

Some circumstances with regard to the Liverpool Bench have been brought under the 
29J notice of the Committee. Perhaps you would be good enough to relate all you know of its une, 1858  

present state? The first instance that came under my notice was on my return from 
Melbourne in October last, when I was informed that Mr. Bayly had grossly insulted the 
Reverend Mr. Priddle, and in consequence of that report I called on Mr. Priddle to ascertain 
if it really was the case. Mr. Priddle told me that Mr. Bayly had called upon him one 
evening, being at the time in a state of intoxication, and told him that he had called upon 
him as he was anxious to get a little spiritual advice. Mr. Priddic's reply was, that he 
should be most happy to afford Mr. Bayly an hour or two's conversation at some other time, 
but that that evening he was very much engaged, and did not think Mr. Bayly was in a fit 
state. During this time Mr Bayly took a chair and sat close to Mr. Priddle, and at last fell 
forward with his arms about him. Mr. Priddle begged of him to leave his house and call 
again on the following day, as he had a meeting at the school-room, where a great number of 
persons were waiting, and be was then ten minutes behind his time. Mr. Bayly was so far gone 
then that he fell from his chair into Mr. Puddle's lap. Mr. Priddle assisted him on to his  
chair, and said he really must leave the house, for he could not be delayed any longer. Mr. 
Bayly then said—" Is not the soul of one person of more consequence to you than preaching 
11  to sixty or seventy? if not, what you preach on Sundays and what you say now are lies." 
Mr. Priddle then took him by the shoulders and put him out of the house. In consequence 
of that occurrence, I was one of three magistrates who joined in making a report to the 
Government, upon which a court of inquiry was held at Liverpool. 
Mr. Priddle, we are informed, declined to give evidence? Yes. On the same day 

that he was informed that the Commission of inquiry was instituted, Mr. Priddle told 
told me, in the course of conversation, that he would not attend, because Mr. Bayly and his 
family had been to him, and he had promised reformation in his character, and therefore he 
thought it was his duty as aclergyman to look over the matter, and he had forgiven him. 
In consequence of what Mr. Priddle said, a special summons was not sent to him; but a few 
days afterwards Mr. Priddle said he had heard that since he had been to him Mr. Bayly had 
committed himself very grossly, and if he had been sent for he would have given his evidence; 
and moreover, he said he had come to Sydney on purpose to substantiate what was said by 
myself and Captain Moore, but he had received a reply stating that the case could not be 
taken up again as the inquiry was finished. 
Do you know anything about the circumstances of the case in which Mr. Bayly was fined 

£5? No, I was not present. I only heard of the transaction. The landlord of the hotel 
where the assault occurred informed me that he was very much annoyed with Mr. Bayly on 
another occasion, when a party of gentlemen were at tea. Mr. Bayly intruded himself upon 
them, and his conduct was so bad that many of them left the room and went into an 
adjoining one, where he followed them, although the landlord kept putting him back; his 
reply to the remonstranees of the landlord was, that he would not be stopped by him; he 
was a magistrate of the territory, and would go into any room he thought proper. 
By Mr. Ean: Mr. Bayly was not appointed to the Commission of the Peace since the 

advent of Responsible Government? No; previously. 
You are one of the magistrates who object to sit with Mr. Bayly, on account of his 

conduct to Mr. Priddle ? Yes; and l)esides that, I have seen Mr. Bayly in a state of 
intoxication, and mixing up with very low company about Liverpool. In fact it is a very 
common occurrence. 

WEDNESDAY 21 JULY, 1853. 

lJreøcnt 
Mn. MARKS, Mn. FORSTER, 
Mn. LEE, Mn. PIDDINGTON. 

W. R. PIDDINGTON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

The Rev. Charles P. F. Priddle, called in and examined 
By the Chairman: I believe, Mr. Priddle, that you are incumbent of the parish of Liver- The Rev. C. 

pool? I am. . D. F. Priddle. 
Have you had any opportunities of becoming acquainted with the state of the magistracy?  

Yes, many. 21 July, 1858. 
Have you any knowledge of the state of the magistracy in your particular district? Yes. 
Can you favor the Committee with any information in reference to the magistracy of the 

district that comes more particularly within your knowledge? There are certain individuals 
whom I think totally unfit for the position of magistrates. 
Would you have any objection to state the grounds upon which you are of opinion that 

the individuals you allude to are unfit for the position of magistrates? Drunkenness. 
It would be desirable to mention the individuals whom you think are unfitted upon that 

ground, and any instance that may have arisen, which you can recollect? With reference to 
one, I certainly can mention an instance. 
Will you have the goodness to do so? Mr. Charles Bayly. 
Mr. Charles Bayly? Yes. 
On what particular occasion did you observe that gentleman in a state of drunkenness? 

On his coming twice to my house—that is to say, on one occasion he came to my house when 
278—X I 
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The Rev. C. I was at home, and on the second occasion I happened to be absent; but he went into the-
B. F. Priddie. room where my wife was sitting. 
r--. 10. With reference to the time when he visited your house when you were at home, can you 
21 July, 1858. give the particulars of the visit, the observations he made, or the general tenor of his remarks, 

and the particular state he was in? Yes. I saw that he was in an unfit state to speak to 
any one, and as I had an engagement I told him I should be glad to see him the next day, if 
he particularly wished to wait upon me. He then rose from his chair, and said, "I believe 
you to be a liar "—on which I bowed him out; afterwards he apologized for his conduct. 
On another day? On another day; and, of course, as a Christian man I was bound t 

forgive him; but his conduct since then has been so thoroughly disgraceful that I feel bound 
to mention these circumstances, which, in my opinion, disqualify him for a magistrate's- 
commission. 
Since the time you have alluded to have you seen Mr. Bayly in such a state of inebriety 

as to disqualify him for the position of a magistrate, in your opinion? I cannot call to my 
recollection any particular occasion on which I have seen him intoxicated; he has avoided 
me, and I have avoided him. 
Since the period you have referred to, you have had no opportunity of noticing him? 

No. I know, from a Police Court case, that he was intoxicated on a certain day; that came 
out before the public. 
You have no knowledge of that case yourself? No. 
By ill,. Lee: I believe Mr. Andrews, the publican, has a particular knowledge of Mr. 

Bayly—do you think it would be advisable to have Mr. Andrews summoned before this 
Committee? I think it would be. I am only anxious, as a clergyman of a parish, to see 
the magistracy purified, and I think he could throw a little light upon Mr. Bayly's character. 
Bq Mr. Foràter: How is it that no public complaint has been made against Mr. Bayly—

these facts you have stated are notorious? Yes. 
He is known to be so? Yes; he is quite a by-word. 
Can you give any good reason why no public complaint has been made? An investiga-

tion was held last year, in September or October. 
By whom was it held? By Mr. Forbes. There was a Commission appointed to take 

evidence, but I was not sent for, and I did not volunteer to go. I did not think it my duty. 
If I had been sent for I should have gone, and perhaps mentioned much more than I have 

done now. 
What was the impression—was it supposed that it inquired sufficiently into the ease—

what was the general public impression ? I have refrained from canvassing the conduct of 
Mr. Bayly, or of any of the magistrates, with the parishioners. 
But as a clergyman have you not felt it your duty to represent to the Government such 

notorious facts? I have done so. 
And what has been the result? I went to the Premier, but he said the commission had 

concluded its business, and that it could not be reopened. 
Are you aware whether other complaints have been made by other individuals? Yes; 

I believe the senior magistrate, Captain Moore, has represented his conduct; also one of the 
other magistrates. 
Does Mr. Bayly sit upon the Bench now? 1 believe he does, occasionally. 
And when he sits there the others leave? The others leave. 
Has that occurred within your knowledge, and often? Certainly on three occasions; I 

cannot mention the dates. 
Can you tell the Committee whether on the occasions of Mr. Bayly going to the Bench 

he was not sober? I could not say that; but his habits are so notorious that the others 
decline sitting with him. 
You say it is a year ago since the Commission was held by Mr. Forbes? I think it was 

last September or October. It was prior to the case in which Mr. Bayly was summoned for 
an assault upon a young man named Pearce. 
Then, has there been no inquiry into his conduct since? No. 
I think in this matter of Pearce, your are alluding to a case which appeared very pro-

mninently in the newspapers? Yes. 
In the Empire for one? Yes. 
Since that there has been no inquiry? No. 
have any complaints been made since that against him? I believe so. 
By the Uhairman: How many magistrates usually attend upon the Bench at Liverpool? 

That is a question I could not answer. I know that the senior magistrate, Captain Moore, 
has had to send all over the town to get a second magistrate to adjudicate with him, and he 
has not been able; but the messenger has not gone for Mr. Bayly, knowing that Captain 
Moore would not sit with him. 
Then, in consequence of the objection made by Captain Moore to sit on the Bench with 

Mr. Bayly, the public interest suffers? No doubt, very materially. 

FRIDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

Jrøtnt :— 
Mu. PIDDINGTON, Mr.. EGAN, 
Mu. FORSTER, I Mu. MURRAY. 

W.E.Plunkett T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 
W. B. Plunkett, Esq., Secretary to the Crown Law Officers, called in and examined :- 

Sept., 1858. (Vide "Progress Report," dated 3 September, 1858.) 

TUBSDA F, 
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TUESDAY 2 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

4JrEøtnt 
MR. MURRAY, I Mrs. PIDDINGTON, 

MR. FORSTER. 

T. A. MURRAY, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 
William F4lyard, Esq., called in and examined :- 

By the Uhajiman: You are Under Secretary, are you not? Yes. W. Elyaril, 
The Committee wish to obtain information from you as to the number of gentlemen Sd. 

placed in the Commission of the l'eace during the several administrations Ave have had since 
the commencement of responsible Government; specifying the names of those appointed 2 18. 
during each administration? I understood that to he the object which the Committee had 
in view, and IL have in consequence prepared a list, showing the number and the names of the 
gentlemen appointed during each of the different administrations__that is, Mr. Donaldson's, 
Mr. Cowper's first Ministry, Mr. Parker's, and the present Governnient of Mr. Cowper. 
At the end there is a short abstract showing the number during each administration, as well 
as the total number. ( Wit,,ess handed in the some. flcle Appendices A B. C. D. and E) 
Could you inform the Committee bow many writs of supersedeas have been issued since 

the commencement of Responsible Government? There appear to have been twenty. 
During the different administrations? Yes. 

Can you distinguish those of one administration from those of another? Yes: there were 
eight during Mr. Parker's, and there have been twelve during Mr. Cowper's. 
By Mr. Piddingion:  l'rescnt Government? Yes 
By the C'hai, man: 

Have you the names? Yes; they are specified in this list. These 
were not all removals from the Commission : when gentlemen resign, writs of supersedeas 
are issued, in order that their names may be struck off the list of magistrates. 
None during Mr. Donaldson's administration? No. 

Can you distinguish the resignations from the others? Yes. During Mr. Parker's 
Government one gentlemen declined to serve, and a writ of supersedeas was issued; the other 
writs were in consequence of resignations. 

They were the whole during Mr. Parker's administration? Yes; there were seven writs 
on resignations, and one in consequence of a gentleman having declined to serve. During 
Mr. Cowper's administration nine writs have been issued for gentlemen who have resigned, 
and thre.e for others removed for various reasons. 
Who were the three that were removed? One was Mr. Bowman. 
Of Mudgee? Mudgee, or the Hunter River. Another was Mr. Fisher, in consequence 

of his insolvency; and the other Mr. Bayly-_-the writ in his case has just issued. 
Perhaps you would supplement your evidence by giving a list of the gentlemen who 

have been actually superseded_removed in consequence of complaints against them? The 
accompanying list, shew the writs of supersedeas issued. 

(Wi0css handed in the me. Vde Appendices F. and G.) 

APPENDIX A 

.AL4 GLSTRA TE.S' appointed during administration  of MR. DONALDSON, from the 28th April 
to 251h August, 1856* 

Huthwaite George Donstan, Commissioner of Crown Lands, Gwydir 12 June, 1856. 
Weaver Charles Thomas, Police Magistrate, Gundagai ................17 July, 
JardineJohn ..............................................................16 ,, 

Total, 3. 

APPENDIX B. 

MA GLS'TRA TES appointed du)-ing.first administratio,5  of MR. COWPER, lions 261h of 
Auquse to 2nd October. 1856 

Carmichael Henry, Seaham ............................................. 16 September, 1856. 
Hook John, Dungog .....................................................16 
M'Kay George, Dungog................................................... 16 
Reon G-eorge Plunkett, Eden ......................................... 26 

Total, 4. 

APPENDIX C. 
AlA 015 TRA TES appointed during administration of MR. PARKER, from the 3rd of 

October, 1856, to 6th Septembe'., 1857. 
Murphy Washington, Beeehworth, Victoria, 5 November, 1856. 
Finniss Boyle, Travers ...........South Australia, 29 November, 1856. O'Halloran Thomas, Shuldham  
Newland Richard Francis  
Warburton Peter Egerton ......... 

Bonney 

.................................................... 
Mr. Donaldson's  appointment as Colonial Secretary is dated 6th June, 1856, but as Member of the Executive Council 28th April, 1856. 
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Bonney Charles .....................South Australia, 29 November, 1856. 
Macdonald James William .........  
MannCharles . ................ ..... 
Jones Heighway .................... 
Scott Edward Bate ..................  
Watson Andrew .................... 
Besnard Nicholas Richard, Kangiaroo ...............15 December, 1856. 
Biddulph John Lindon, Erie ....................... 
Brownrigg Marcus Freeman, Carrington ............  
Campbell William Douglass, Burrowa ............... 
Chisholm James Kinghorne, Gledswood ............  
Connolly Nathaniel, junior, Carcoar ............... 
CooperJoseph, Gammon Plains ..................... 
Davidson Walker Rannie, Kirkconnell ............  
-Day Henry, Windsor ................................. 
Dc Mestre André, Terrara .. ....... 
Johnstone Robert, Dingo Creek ..................... 
Joy Edward, Newtown ................................ 
Irving Clark, Sydney ................................ 
Kemp Robert Augustus Haddon, Macleay River 
LaidlawThomas, Yass ............................... 
Macarthur Alexander, Sydney ...... ........ .... ... 
Mackenzie Kenneth, Bandanoon .............. ...... 
Radford John Robert, Yarrowford .................. 
Rowe George Taylor, Liverpool ..................... 
Wyndham Aiward, Daiwood ........................ 
Moriarty Abram Orpen, New England 21 February, 1857, 
Darvall Frederick Orme. 20 March, 1857. 
Bridson Hugh, Sub-Commissioner, Sofala .................................17 April, 1857. 

Forster Thomas, ,, Tambaroora ........................... 

Johnson Whittingdale, ,, Stoney Creek ........................ 
Lynch Robert, Assistant Commissioner Crown Lands, Murrumbidgec. 

Total, 37. Carried forward. 

APPENDIX P. 

NEW AlA GISTRATE appointed 'in General Uomnzission of Peace, issued 1st July, 1857. 

(Adninistration of NR. PARKER.) 

Archer William T., Fitz Roy River. 
Barker Bryce T., Nanango, Burnett District. 
Bell David, Waleha, New England. 
Bell William, Campbelltown 
Berry David, Coolumgatta, Shoalhaven. 
Berry William, Coolumgatta, Shoalhaven. 
Black John, Scone. 
Black Thomas, Fox Ground, Shoalhaven. 
Bloomfield Henry Wilson, Toowee. 
Bonar Andrew, Sydney. 
Bowman William, Skillatar, Muswellbrook. 
Breillat Thomas Chaplin, Newtown. 
Brenan Joseph J., Garryowen. 
Broughton William, Maringo. - 
Brown William Anthony, Sheriff, Moreton Bay. 
Buchanan Benjamin, Sydney. 
Bunn John W., St. Omer's, Braidwood. 
Byrnes William, Parramatta. 
Cadell Thomas, Murray River. 
Campbell George, Jerrula, Cowra. 
Campbell George Stoddart, Molong. 
Caswell Lieutenant, Carrington, Port Stepehens. 
Compigne Alfred William, Logan River. 
Connofly Nathaniel, senr., Parramatta. 
Cooper F homas, Gleninore Road, Sydney. 
Cousins Richard Young, Kelso, Bathurst. 
Coxen Charles, Dandine, Dalby, 
Cox Archibald Bell, Burrundulla, Mudgee. 
Cox Charbs, Clarendon, Richmond. 
- Croft John, Darling Point, Sydney. 
Cross William, Lansdowne, Manning River. 
Desailly George Peter, Deniliquin. 
Dight Samuel Billingsley, Clifford, Singleton. 
Elliott Thomas N., Towong, near Tarcutta. 
Elyard Alfred, Berrallan, Shoalhaven. 
Fairfax Alfred, Paddington. 
Finch William, Shepherd's Creek, Molong. 
Fitz Henry Bates)  Darling Downs. 

- Fletcher 
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Fletcher Dugald, Euston, Darling Dowiis. 
Fletcher George Rutter, Tapis, Lower Darling. 
Fleet Henry, Taree. 
Flood Edward, Sydney. 
Foster Brooks, Jondaryan, Dalby. 
Francis Grosvenor, Peel. 
Galbraith Alexander, Burrandowan. 
Gibson Thomas Jamison, Tirrana, Goulburn. 
Goldfinch John Howard, Tienga, Bundarah River. 
Graham James Edwin, Sydney. 
Gray Samuel William, Omega Retreat, Jeringong. 
Gregory Henry Churchman, Palm Tree Creek, Leichhardt District 
Gwynne Francis Anthony, Murgah, Moulamien. 
Hall Matthew Henry, Dartbrook, Scone. 
ilaly Charles Robert, Tabinga, Logan River. 
Bargrave Edward, ilernani, New England. 
I{arnett Maurice, Rosebrook, Maneroo. 
Hart Thomas Frederick, Woodstock, Kiama. 
Hassall James Mileham, Bathurst. 
Haylock Thomas Busick, Penrith. 
Hely Edward, Lake Macquarie. 
Hughes Charles, Kabram, Albury. 
Hume Andrew Hamilton, Humewood, Yass. 
Muon William, Albury. 
Hutchinson F. R, Widgee Widgee, Wide Bay. 
Jamieson Hugh, Mildura, Lower Murray River. 
Jeifreys Henry, Murruinbidgee. 
Jenkins George, Tamworth. 
Kenclal Thomas, Kiama. 
King Richard, Gwydir. 
Knox Honorable Edward, Woolloomooloo. 
Lackey John, Dog Trap Road, Parramatta. 
Lamb John, Sydney. 
Lance Edward, Barwin River. 
Lane James Barret, Rose Hill, Orange. 
Lang Gideon, Sydney. 
Lee Thomas, Bathurst. 
Lethbridge Christopher, Granthain, Gatton. 
Lethbridge George Langworthy, Singleton. 
Lette John Maximus, Yarramalong. 
Loughnan Henry Nicholas, Wantebadgeria, Murrumbidgec. 
Lyons Samuel, Sydney 
Macpherson Ewen, Pa.rramatta (2). 
Marks John, Kiama. 
Marshall Robert James, Daisy Bank, Wollongong. 
McDouall Hastings, Waratah, Newcastle. 
McNamara Honorable John, Sydney. 
MePhillamy John, Mount Tamoo, Bathurst. 
McQuade William, Windsor. 
Merewether Honorable Francis Lewis Shaw, Sydney. 
Metcalf Michael, Sydney. 
Middleton Charles Robert, Hinton. 
llontefiore Honorable Jacob Levi, Sydney. - - 
Morrice John, Berrima. 
Noses Moses, Sydney. 
Mossman Archibald, Armidale, New England. 
Nott Randolph, Sydney. 
Osborne William, Garden Vale, Wollongong. 
Palmer Arthur Hunter, Armidale, 4ew England. 
Park Alexander, Gresford, Paterson. 
Patterson John, Illalong, Binalong. 
Piper William, Bathurst. 
Raff George, Brisbane, Moreton Bay. 
Ranc.laud Charles Boscawen, Newcastle. 
Rankin William Boswell, Bathurst. - 
Raine Edmund William Worsley, Orange. 
Ray Tom, Glebe, Sydney. 
Reddall Thomas Alexander, Kiama. 
Rees George, Sydney. 
Reynolds Charles, Toesi, Paterson. 
Robb James, Riversdale, Kiama. 
Robison Hugh, Molong. 
Roper John, Albury. --- 
Ross John, Tenterfielci. 
Rouse George, Gunterwang, Mudgee. 
Salway Herbert, St. Leonards, New England. 
Sandeman Gordon, Sydney. 
Scott John, Palm Tree Creek, Leichhardt District. 

278—Y Scott 
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Scott Thomas Laidlaw, Cundletown, Manning River. 
Scott Walter, Illalong, Hinton. 
Skinner Thomas, Darling Point, Sydney. 
Smith Thomas Whistler, Sydney. 
Taylor William, Murrumbidgee. 
Tebbutt Thomas, Windsor. 
Thompson Andrew, Dapto. 
Ward William John, Numba, Shoalhaven. 
Wason W. H., Ulladulla. 
White George Boyle, Singleton. 
White ,James, Edinglassie, Muswellbrook. 
Williams John, Sydney. 
Wilshire Joseph Wood, Garden Hill, Wollongong. 
Wilson Felix, Newtown. 
Wiseman W. H., Commissioner of Crown Lands, Leichhardt District. 
Wyndham George, the younger, Daiwood, Hunter River. 
Yaldwyn William Henry, Taroome. 
Young Walter B, Tarcutta. 

Appointed since the 1st July, 1857. 

Caswell William Stewart, Police Magistrate, Moruya ... 24 July, 1857. 
Smith James, Police Magistrate, Scone .....................,, ,, 
Rose Cyrus Spencer, Police Magistrate, Wee Wan ......... 24 August, 1857, 

137 
Brought forward. ......... 37 

Total........................174 

APPENDIX E. 

MA GISTRA TES appointed during present Administration of Ma. COwPER, commencing 
on the 7th of September', 1857. 

Newcombe Charles Edwin, Police Magistrate, Queanbeyan..........11 Se tember 1851 
Smith Charles Edward, Police Magistrate, Carcoar................... ç 
Allan William, Manning River ....................................... 
AndrewsJoseph, Manning River ........................................ 
Beames Robert, Muswellbrook............................................... 
BleeckJohn, Camden ..................................... ... .............. 
BrewsterJohn Dubbo ..................................................... 
Buchanan William, Bendemeer, New England ............. 
Capelain Samuel Ide, Lower Darling .................................. 
CloseEdward Charles, junr., Morpeth ...................... ........... 
CoxAlfred, Parramatta ................................................ 
Croker John, Cundletown ............ .................................... 
Croaker Charles George, Manning River............................. 
DawsonJohn, Bega ........................................................... 
Delaney John, Fish River.............................................. 
DoddsAlexander, Mait.land ............................................ 
DouglassJohn, Talgai ................................................... 
EdwardsJohn, Wooloomon, Nundle .................................. 
Fearon Christopher, Parramatta ....................... 
Finch Edward John, Molong ............................................ 
Hannell James, Newcastle ............................................. 
HaslingdenEdward, Cooma ........... . ............... ................... 
Hebden George, Bombala................................................. 12 November, 1857. 
Jacob Archibald Hamilton, Raymond Terrace......................... 
Jamison William Henry, Penrith ................................... 
J ohnstone David, Glamaire ............................................. 
Johnston James Bligh, Portland Head ............................. 
Kenyon Joseph, junr., Woodlands, Prospect Creek.................. 
KerCampbell, Kempsey ................................................ 
LindemanHenry J., Gresford........................................... 
Machattie Thomas N., Wcllingrove.................................... 
Marley Edward Fischer, Brindley Park, Merriwa .................. 
MartinHonorable James, Sydney .................................... 
Nartyn William, Belle Field ......................................... 
M'Intyre Donald, Kyuga ................................................ 
M'Phillamy Robert, Bathurst ......................................... 
M'Rae Christopher, Parramatta ........................................ 
O'Sullivan Silvester, Cudgeligo, Lachlan.............................. 
Palmer Edward Fielding, Maryborough ............................... 
Panton Frederick Goulburn, Macleay River ....................... 
Paterson Andrew Boyle, Binalong ..................................... 
PortusJohn, Morpeth ................................................... 
Robertson John, Yarrundi, Scone .......... ............................ 

Robertson. 
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Robertson James Brand Ritchie; Moor Park House, Morpeth 
RottonHenry, Blackdown ................................................ 
Sheridan Richard Bingham, Moreton Bay ........................... 
SpencerCharles, Macleay River........................................ 
TomHenry, Bulligal ..................................................... 
WattDavid, Glenco ......................................................... 
Waugh Robert, Manning River ....................................... 
West Thomas Henry, Cudgelong, (Jowra ............................. 
Whalan Charles, Fish River.................................................. 
Wildash Charles Cobb, Arkstone Forest ............................. 
Wilshire James Robert, Sydney........................................ 
Windeyer John Raymond Terrace .................................... 
Wynter Delamore, Manning River ..................................... 
CadellFrancis, Murray River .......................................... 
Baylis Henry, Police Magistrate, Wagga Wagga;..................... 
Murray Patrick John, Police Magistrate, Eden ..................... 
AilmanJohn James, Morpeth .......................................... 
Antill William Redfern, Picton ....................................... 
Arnold William Munnings, Stradbroke, Patersoa ...... ............ 
Bell James, Bringelly, Penrith ............ ................... ........... 
Borthwick John, Maitland ............................................ 
Brown John, Sydney ................................................... 
Burnett William, Raymond Terrace.................................... 
Clifford Patrick Jeremiah Joseph, Greenland, Maneroo ............ 
DaleWilliam, Rose Dale, Orange . .................................. 
Dalley William Bede, Sydney ......................................... 
DicksonJames, Newtown, Sydney ..................................... 
Doyle Alfred John, Midlorn, Maitland .............................. 
Doyle Francis Matthew, Maitland ..................................... 
Dunlop David, Mulla Villa, Wollombi ......... ........... ........... 
Egan John Piper, Sydney............................................... 
Eldred William Henry, Sydney ...................................... 
Glasson Richard, Guyong, Or'ange . ................................. 
Hickey Allan, Osterley................................................... 
Hill Edward Smith, Sydney;........................................... 
Hill George Snell, Dungog . ........................................... 
Johnston John, Clydesdale, Singleton ................................. 
Kettle John Icke, Newtown, Sydney ................................. 
King Arthur Septimus, Tamwovth ...................................... 
Lawless Clement, Boombigan, Gayndah .......;........................ 
Leary Joseph, Campbell Towt ......... ................................ 
Lenehan Andrew, Sydney................................................. 
Lloyd Charles William, Burburgate, Namoi........................... 
Lowe William, Clarence Toivn.  ..............  ... ............. .............. 
Lucas John, Redfern, Sydney ............................................ 
LuptonJohn, Wagga Wagga............................................... 
Maister William, Tilbuster, Armidale ................................. 
M'Cartney Michael, Maitland .......................................... 
M'Dougall Cyrus Alexander, Glenarvon ............................. 
M'Intyre Donald, Blairmore, Scone ....... ............................. . 
Middleton Osman Edward, Phmnix Park, Morpeth.................. 
Mitchell Archibald, Newtown, Sydney................................. 
Morison Thomas Coutts, Deriiliquin:..................................... 
Murphy William, Wagga Wagga....................................... 
NealeJohn Thomas, Sydney ........................................... 
Nowlan John, Hunter's Hill, Maitland .............................. 
OatleyJames, Sydney .................................................. 
Peden David, Newtown, Sydney ....................................... 
PowellEdward, Richmond .............................................. 
Prince Henry, Sydney ................................................... 
RaperEdward, Newtown, Sydney .................................... 
Richardson John, Sydney................................................ 
RygateRobert, Hartley ............................................ 
Scott Alexander Walker, Ash Island, Newcastle..................... 
SmithGeorge, Sydney .................................................. 
Stuart Alexander, Sydney ............................................. 
Tom William, senior, Spring Dale, Orange............................ 
Watt Alexander, Esrom, Bathurst .................................. 
Williamson James, Sydney ............................................. 
David Barker, Richmond River ........................................ 
Henry Barnes, Richmond River ...................................... 
William Richard Blackman, Mudgee ................................. 
Thomas Cullen, Singleton........................................ 

 . . . .  
. 

JamesSquire Farnell, Ryde ... ........................ .... .............. 
Charles Henry Humphries, Liverpool Plains . ...................... 
Arthur Jeifreys, Can terburl............................................ 
Charles Kemp, Sydney.............................................. 
Thomas Laman, Stroud ......................... .......... ............. ........ 

12 November, 1857. 

12 December, 1857. 

1 January, 1858. 

19 February, 1858. 

16 April, 1858 

Jo1b 
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John Connell Layeock, Botany ........................... ............... 
George Thomas .Loder, Singleton........................................ 
Francis Norman Lucas, M. D., Ipswich .............................. 
Donald Norris M'Dougall, Texas, Severn River ..................... 
Bruce M'Dougall, Erinington, Clarence River........................ 
Donald ilaeplierson, Stroud ............................................. 
Thomas Nicholls, Stroud ................................................ 
William John Nunn, Brishne Water ................................. 
Thomas Parnell, Namoi River .......................................... 
James Alexander Portus, Morpeth .................................... 
James Rigney, Singleton .............................................. 
Alfred Cayley Thomas, Dykehead, Gayndah ........................ 
HenryVinden, Maitland ................................................ 
Bowker Richard R.yther Steer, Newcastle ........................... 
Macai-tliur Sir William, Knight, Camden ........................... 
Aldeorn James, Mayfield, Shoalhaven ................................. 
Armitage Henry, Sydney ... ............................................ 
Baddeley Charles Henry, Eden ....................................... 
Barclay George, Bombah. ................. ..................... .......... 
Bligh John O'Connell, Native I'olice ................................ 
Bloomfield Edwin Cordeaux, Port Curtis............................. 
Brodie Alexander, Murrurundi ...................................... 
Brown Alfred Henry, Port Curtis .................................... 
Brown Charles Fenwick Elphinstone, Melbourne ................. 
Bucidand James Warwick, Darling Downs ........................... 
Bull John Edward Newell, Castlemaine, Victoria .................. 
Burdekin Bossley, Peel River; Tamworth ........................... 
Chailinor Henry, Ipswich................................................ 
Chapman Thomas, Kiama................................................ 
Chauvel Charles Henry Edward, Tabulam ........................... 
Clarke Charles James, Port Curtis .................................... 
Connolly William, Goulburn ............................................. 
Cowper William, Goomburra ......................................... 
CribbBenjamin, Tpswich................................................. 
Cruickshank Alexander, Murrumbidgee .............................. 
Oumberland Robert Bakewell, Asbfield .............................. 
Dalrymple George Elphinstone, Dalby .............................. 
Dc Lauret Augustus Peter Clement Guerry, Goulburn ............ 
DicksonDavid, Newtown .................................................. 
DicksonJohn, Mudgee .............. ...................................... 
Dumaresq Algernon Edward, Glen Innes ........................... 
Durham William, Wambo, Singleton ................................. 
Gaden William Henry, CanoOna, Port Curtis ....................... 
Giles James, Gurrundi, Goulburn ................................... 
Gibson George Lorinier, Longford, Bendemeer ..................... 
Gray George, Murray River.............................................. 
Bale Thomas, Belambi, Wollongong . .................................. 
Hays Francis Somers, Richmond River .............................. 
Hickey Edwin, Osterley ................................................ 
Hirst William Henry, Warra Warra .................................. 
HoggThomas, Ashfield.................................................... 
Hogg Frederick Metcalfe, Bathurst ...... ............................. 
Howe Ephraim, Dapto, lflawarra ................................... 
HoweJames, Liverpool Plains ......................... .................. 
Howe John, Liverpool Plains .......................................... 
Hanford Albert William, Goulburn.................................... 
Hungerford Thomas, Beramba .......................................... 
Hunter William, Darling Downs ............ ......................... . 
Kennedy William Francis, Terryboo ............................... 
King Harding Gifford, l3ega, Eden .................................. 
Larnach John, Rose Bank, Singleton ................................ 
LeeGeorge, The Laclilan............................................... 
Levy Lewis Wolfe, West Maitland .................................. 
Living John, Port Curtis ............................................... 
Loder Andrew, Namoi, Liverpool Plains ........................... . 
Macdonald Robert Stair Graham, Brocklesby, Murray River..... 
Macdougall Alexander, Lorn, West Maitland ....................... 
Mackay Alexander, Kerr, Shoalhaven ... ............................. 
M'Colm Thomas, Manore ............................................... 
Meston Robert, New England ......................................... 
Mitchell Francis, Sydney............................................... 
Moriarty i\lerion Marshall, Sydney ................................... 
Morris William, Tamworth ............................................. 
Ramsay David, junr., The Lachian ................................... 
Rose Henry, Mount Gilead, Campbelltowh .......................... 
Smith Thomas Hawkins, Tabulam .................................. 
Strathdec Robert, Coranga ............................................. 
Turner iieiry Alexander, Gurrunda, Goulburn .................... 

16 April, 1858. 

17 May, 1858. 

80 August, 1858. 

Vevers 



24 November, 1857. 
10 December, 
17 February, 1858. 
25 ,, 
27 April, 
ii June, 
15 
12 July, 
15 
28 October, 
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Vevers Richard, Liverpool Plains....................................... 
Waugh Robert, (Joulburn................................................ 
Wilson Robert Kerr, Dalby .............................................. 
Woodriffe Daniel James, Parramatta ............... 

30 August, 1858. 
Wright William, Hunter s Hill ........................

........
....... .. ...... .. 

.. .. 

Coxen Henry William, Darling Downs ............................... 
Lumsdaine Henry, Rockhampton.......................................) 

9 September, 1858. 
Gouldesbury Francis Elphinstone .................................... 
Wood Arthur Francis ................................................... 

12 October, 1858. 

Vyner Arthur, Police iIagistrate, Rockhampton, &c ................ 20 October, 1858. 
Fitzsimiuons Richard Higginson .....................................28 October, 1858. 

TOTAL.........210 

Appointed during Ministry of Mr. Donaldson 3 Ditto first ditto Mr. Cowper 4 Ditto ditto Mr. Parker ......... 174 
Ditto ditto Mr. Cowper ........ 210 

Total............391 

APPENDIX F. 
MA GISTRA TES superseded during administration of Ma. PARKER, 

Darvall Frederick Orme, (Resigned) ................................... 
Nicholson John, Sutton Forest, (Resigned) ............................. . 

20 November, 1856. 

Little Francis, Invermein, (Resigned) .................................... 
4 December, ,, 
21 January, 1857. 

Markham Thomas John. Armidale, (Resigned) ....................... 10 February, 
Ferrett John, Lower Condamine, (Resigned) ........................... 19 
Denny David, Edward River, (Resigned) .............................. 

YY 

3 June, 
Crawford Thomas, Maitlancl, (Resigned) ................................. 18 July, 
Tebbutt Thomas, Windsor, (Declined to serve) ....................... 

APPENDIX G. 
MA GISTRA TESS superseded during present administration of Mit. COWPER. 

EllisKnox, (Resigned) ................................................... 
BowmanJohn Woodward, (Removed) ................................... 
Plunkett John Hubert, (Resigned) ...................................... 
Manning James Alexander Louis, Twofold Bay, (Resigned) ........ 
Fisher Henry, Sydney, (Removed, beiug Insolvent) ................ 
Arkins John, Sydney, (Resigned) .................................. 
Bell Charles William, Born bala, (Resigned) ........................... 
Tuckerman Stephen, Portland Head, (Resigned) ..................... 
Curtis Samuel, Wellington, (Resigned) ................................ 
Bayly Charles Luke, Liverpool, (Removed)............................ 
Johnstone Robert Gudgeon, Port Macquarie, (Resigned) ........... 
M'Arthur John Francis, Goulburn, (Resigned) ...................... 
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FA 

Wingecarribbee, .l3errirna, 
6 June, 1858. 

Sir, 
I have the honor to address you, as the Chairman of the Committee appointed 

for inquiring into the state of the Magistracy of this Colony, under the conviction, that any 
observations or suggestions likely to conduce to the efficiency of that body would be 

acceptable. From an experience of many years as a magistrate of the Colony I have no hesitation 
in saying that nothing would so much tend to ensure an impartial administration. of justice 
as the separation of the executive from the judicial functions of magistrates. 

At present, as you are aware, magistrates hunt out bad characters and then try, and 
perhaps condemn them; in other cases the complainant makes his case good to a neighbouring 
magistrate, who, after issuing his summons or warrant, attends court to see his friend righted, 
with all the points of the case, on one side at least, at his fingers ends, and his mind made 
up long before he takes his seat on the Bench as to what is to be done to the offending 
party—at what a disadvantage the defendant will plead his cause under such circumstances 
is plain enough to be seen. This may appear an exaggerated ease; but I can safely say it 
is not so, and indeed it is scarcely possible for a magistrate, under the present state of the 
law, to avoid, to a certain extent, being prejudiced, one way or the other; because, as all 
cases must be initiated by a magistrate he must hear one man's story before he grants his 

his own. It is a 
summons, and very often, unwittingly, makes the complainant's case  
common occurrence for magistrates to make a point of attending Court to adjudicate in 
cases initiated before themselves, when to ensure justice the contrary practice ought to 
prevail. The evils attending such a system do not require illustrating further; they must be 
sufficiently apparent to all. To remove them, as far as possible, I would propose that 
Clerks of Benches should be empowered to initate all summons cases, and where the Crown 
prosecutes, even to grant warrants. There would be no more danger in granting such 
powers to these gentlemen than there is in granting them to ignorant justices; particularly 
if they received such a scale of remuneration as would ensure the acceptance of this office 
by men of good position, which could easily be managed without entailing any additional 
expense on the country, by giving them paid salaries of, say £300 per annum, and causing 
all fees, except those received by them as Commissioners of the Supreme Court, to be paid 
into the Treasury. This would be about equivalent to what they now receive in small and 
varying sums, as may be seen by a return lately made to Parliament; but I would in no 
case allow Clerks of Benches to act as agents for the Curator of Intestate Estates. This 
comparatively large fixed salary, with perhaps the title of Secretary instead of Clerk, would, 
I think, secure efficient men, and as they would always be at the Police Offices the public 
would not, as now, have to ride, in country districts, from house to house, long distances, 

to obtain a summons. 
This alteration in the law would at once raise the position of magistrates immensely, 

and tend, more than anything I know of, to secure a due administration of justice; 
it would also, to a very great extent, do away with the necessity of, and relieve the country 
from the expense of Police Magistrates, who are, 1 think, in every way objectionable, for 
reasons which are not necessary to be particularized in this place. 

The next proposition which I have to make is, to take the control of the country 
police entirely out of the hands of the magistrates, although I think that complaints should 
still be made to, and punishments inflicted by them in their judicial capacity. 

To sum up, my idea is that magistrates should be as strictly judicial 
officers as the 

Judges themselves, and relieved from all executive duties whatever, Until this is done I do 
not believe the country will enjoy an impartial administration of justice, at least in the 

country districts. 
I have not hastily arrived at these conclusions, but have for some time given the 

matter considerable attention, with a view to devise some remedy for the evils which now so 
glaringly exist, and should be glad to give you any information or assistance in my power. 

I have, &c., 

The Honorable the Chairman 
H. M. OXLEY. 

of Committee for inquiring into the 
State of the Magistracy of the Colony. 
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Mulla Villa, Wol/ombi, 
22 May, 1858. 

As it appears from the newspaper report that you have undertaken the arduous 
and very necessary duty of a revision of the i\Jagistracy of the Colony, I do myself the 
honor of addressing you on the subject. 

Assuming that education and station ought to be tests of the qualification of Justices 
of the Peace, I think it will be admitted that since the time Sir Charles Fitz Roy assumed 
the reir.is of Government a large number of persons have been placed in the Commission 
who had no such qualifications; and hence the continual complaints of the manner in which 
justice is administered throughout the rural districts, and the enormous expense entailed on 
the community by persons being sent for trial against whom there was no legal evidence, 
independent of the injustice to individuals chaged with the commission of the offence. 

In order to meet this portion of the case, I would respectfully suggest that returns be 
called for, during the last three or five years, of all committals, and by what magistrates, and 
from what district, and in what manner the case was disposed of, either atAssizes or Sessions. 
If cases have been sent for trial, and that the Attorney General has not thought proper, 
from want of evidence, to prosecute, I think it would be such evidence as would warrant a 
supersedeas in an unpaid J. P., and good ground for the disnussal of a paid magistrate; and, 
if the newspaper reports are to be admitted as authority, there are very many such cases. 

My opinion is, that magistrates should alone be appointed on the recommendation of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court. Those gentlemen are sufficiently acquainted with justices 
attending the various Assizes, that they could get accurate information of the status of those 
persons who might be recommended for the Commission. I am confirmed in this opinion by 
an observation made to me by His Honor the Chief Justice, that several gentlemen had 
presented themselves before him to take the prescribed oaths who could not read them 
accurately. Could such persons have received an education that would qualify them to read, 
with advantage, an Act of Parliament or of Council? 

I think the time has arrived when property should form a portion of the qualification; 
and one reason is, that if a magistrate should commit a party without proper legal evidence, 
that be should be accountable in a court of law. Now, several cases have come under my 
own observation where parties were committed for trial against whom there was not a shadow 
of evidence. Doubtless a court of law would have given heavy damages, but the J. P's 
were little better than paupers. 

The Government having intimated their wishes that M P's should recommend for 
the Commission, has, in my humble judgment, been attended with evil consequences with 
respect to votes at elections. I will instance two cases to my knowledge, and could name 
others :—One party was promised by a candidate that his name would be placed in the 
Commission—(he was unquestionably respectable); and another, who had been a constable, 
a poundkeeper, and a publican, had a similar promise made—and both names appeared in the 
Commission. My opinion is, that no person who had ever held a publican's license should 
be placed in the Commission. Drunkenness is the curse of the Colony; and could it be 
expected that any person who had kept such a house would see that vice in all its deformity, 
or use the means which the law has placed in his power to strenuously resist its progress ? 

I was applied to as P. M. to recommend a party to be appointed a J. P., which I 
declined. Having been informed that a petition was going the rounds, praying for the 
appointment of a justice, I felt it my duty to bring it under the notice of His Excellency 
Sir Geo. G ipps; and that noble-minded gentleman replied, that no person who had ever held 
a publican's license would be placed in the Commission. I think no higher authority could 
be given on the subject. 

In a conversation with one of the first gentlemen in the Colony, some years ago, be 
observed, "There was a time when to be a magistrate was an honor, but from the class of 
" persons Sir C. Fitz Roy had placed in the Commission, it had ceased to be so, and that 
ft gentlemen would not now attend the Bench to meet persons they never met elsewhere." 
1 have had conversations with several magistrates at the Midland Circuit Court also, and all 
agree that many appointments that have been made are "too bad." 

If any queries are issued by your Committee, and that you think proper to have one 
sent to me, 1 shall have much pleasure in forwarding replies; or, if otherwise I can give you 
any further information, it is entirely at your disposal. 

I offer no apology for this trespass, being both, as we believe, employed in what 
appears advantageous to the community. 
-- 

- Ihave,&c., 

The Honorable DAVID DUNLOP, J. P. 
T. A. Murray, Esq., M. P. 

C. 

,S'hoallsaven, 24 June, 1858 
Sir, 

Having for some years felt and taken a deep interest in the state of the Magis-
tracy and their administration of justice, and feeling the same int.erest still, I request leave 
to trouble you, as Chairman of the Committee now inquiring into the subject, with a few 
remarks. I shall be as concise as possible, leaving myself a wide margin for explanation, 
should you require it. 

The 
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The selection of magistrates is without any system sufficient to guarantee to the 
public either that competent or even fit and proper persons shall be appointed. 

Education, social position, moral worth, integrity, experience, are not considered 
necessary qualifications—nor any one of them—for the office. This humiliating fact was most 
painfully illustrated by the late Government, in some of their Wolloogong and Kiarna 
appointments: the dignity of those Benches has been lowered, the intelligence of the district 
has been insulted, and the administration of justice brought into contempt 

The power to make magistrates is merely an instrument in the hands of Government 
to gratify the vanity of relatives, and the friends of their parliamentary supporters, without 
any reference to their fitness or characters, and utterly regardless of the public jnterest in 
the administration of justice. 

And yet I do not blame Government, but I most certainly do those who recommend 
persons knowing tl,em not to posses even one qualification jr the office. The system is 
altogether wrong, and therefore the state of the magistracy is decidedly most unsatisfactory, 
and consequently the administration of justice is equally so. 

Although in this district gentlemen have the Commission whose social position may 
entitle them to it, yet the administration of justice is most unsatisfactory and perilous to 
liberty and life: witness the late case of Terence M'blahon, committed for rape without even 
a shade of a shadow of evidence against him; although, as a matter of course, the Attorney 
General declined to prosecute, this man and his wife, after years of struggling, have been 
literally ruined, his very bed sold, and everything. 

There is the utmost confidence, and justly, in Dr. Mackenzie, Mr. Thomson, and Dr. 
Aldcorn, but the two latter are absent, and bench arrangements made without the concurrence 
of the former are so inconvenient to him that the administration of justice remains with the 
three juniors, who too frequently bow to Mr. Alfred Elyard, whose decisions, as in M'Mahon's 
ease, cause great dissatisfaction and discontent. 

There are other circumstances which render the state of the magistracy here most 
unsatisfactory. 

The Clerk of the Bench is brother-in-law of one of the magistrates, and appears to 
presume upon that relationship—or his presumption is natural to him—to intefere unbidden 
and unquestioned, in the cases before the court, often stepping behind magistrates tow hisper 
to his brother-in-law, for or against either the plaintiff or defendant, and, being so related, 
the other magistrates do not prevent it; this gives great offence, and has occasioned angry 
and unseemly altercation—otherwise be is a very efficient officer, and would be valuable 
elsewhere, where he would learn to know and keep his proper place, &c. 

I would now suggest a remedy. 
The appointment of magistrates should not depend upon political influence. Police 

jurisdiction is the first link of the law's chain—it is the alpha of the law, as the hangman is 
the omega. 

A new Commission should be issued—the old one revised by the Judges; all recom-
mendations should be made to the Judges, and if approved of, recommended by the Chief 

Justice to the Governor General, without the advice of the Privy Council. 
The criminal jurisdictiOn and offences should be entirely separated from the civil: 

the Crown or nominee magistrates to settle the former, and the district councillors, who 
should be ex cfficio magistrates, the latter—each assisted by ajury of 2 or 4. 

The pleading of attorneys in country courts does not facilitate the administration of 
justice, but often the contrary; they are frequently employed, not because they are required, 
but merely to heap costs. This would be remedied by each person, win or loose, being obliged 
to pay his own law costs. 

I have, &c., 
GEORGE UNDERWOOD ALLEY. 

Terence A. Murray, Esq., M.P. 

Supreme Court, 
5 July, 1858. 

Sir, 
I am desirous of correcting, or at least of considerably qualifying, the 

evidence given by me before the Committee of which you are Chairman, respecting the 
succession of the Attorney General for the time being to the office of Chief ,Justice. 
I cannot call to mind the particular question which led to my statement; but it was to the 
effect, that "as a general rule" such was the course of succession. Further consideration 
and inquiry lead me to doubt the accuracy of that statement. The list of exceptional 
instances enclosed, (if in fact exceptions,) tends at least to shew that the rule—if as stated,—
is as often, or nearly as often, departed from as adhered to. 

I am, &c., 
ALFRED STEPHEN. 

T. A. Murray, Esq., M.P. 

If not irregular, the appending of this to the Report will oblige me. 

[Enclosure 
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[Enclosure to the foregoing.] 

When the Lord Chancellor's place became vacant in the times of Lords King, 
Cowper, Talbot, Hardwicke, Eldon, Lyndhurst, and Cottenham, they (and not the Attorneys 
General of the respective days) obtained the place of Lord Chancellor. 

Puisue Judge Bathurst was made Lord Chancellor, and not the Attorney General 
of his day. 

Plomer (Vice4Jhancellor) became Master of the Rolls, and not the Attorney General 
of the time. 

Pepys, Solicitor General, was made Master of the Rolls in '34; though Campbell, 
the Attorney General (it is said) demanded the post. 

When the office of Lords Justices was created, ViceChaneellors Knight, Bruce, 
and Turner were appointed, and not the Attorney and Solicitor Generals. 

When Lord Cottenham resigned, Sir Thomas Wilde was appointed Lord Chancellor, 
and not Jervis, the Attorney General. 

Lord Mansfield retired from the office of Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench, and 
was succeeded by Kenyon, Master of the Rolls. 

When Lord Ellenborough retired from the office of Chief Justice of the Queen's 
Bench, he was succeeded by Puisne Judge Abbott, not by the Attorney General. 

When Lord Denman retired from the Chiefship of the Queen's Bench, Lord 
Qampbell obtained the place, and not Cockburn, the Attorney General. 

Chief Justices of the Common Pleas Gibbes, Mansfield, and Dallas, were 
respectively succeeded by Puisne Judges Mansfield, Dallas, and Best. Chief Justice Best 
was succeeded by Tindal, the Solicitor General, and not by Scarlet, the Attorney General. 
Willes and Wilmot were both Puisne Judges before they became respectively Chief Justices. 
Powis was a Puisne Judge before he became a Chief Justice of the K. B.; so were Lord 
Raymond, Sir W. Lee, and others. 

Chief Barons Macdonald, Thompson, Richards, and Alexander, were respectively 
succeeded by Puisne Baron Thompson, Puisne Baron Dallas, Alexander (Master in Chancery), 
and Lord Lyndhurst; and not by the Attorney Generals of the day. 

Sir Vicary Gibbs, Attorney General, although the first lawyer at the English bar, 
was a Puisue Judge before he became a Chief Justice; and Garrow, almost the ablest 
advocate that ever practised in Westminster Hall, was in effect compelled to take the place 
of a Puisne Baron, though Attorney General. Sir William Home, after being Attorney 
General, accepted the post of Master in Chancery. 
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1858. 

?.t1atLc 25ortuDIV. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

CASES I1 \Y!Ill THE ATTOIIW GE\TERAL BEChINED TO PROSECUTES 
(RETURN OF.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 13 July, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly, 

dated 4 June, 1858, praying that. His Excellency the Governor 

General would be pleased to cause to be laid upon the Table of this 

House,— 

"A Return of all Commitments fcr tiial by Justices, ithin 

the three years ending December 31st, 1857, in which the 

Attorney General declined to lrosecute, specifying the names 

of the committing Magistrates." 

(Mr. Murray) 

356— 



RETURN of all Commttments for trial by Justices, within the three years ending 31 December, 1857, in which the Attorney General has declined to prosecute. 

DATE 
OF COMMITTAL. NAME OF PRIsoNER. OFFENCE. BENCH. NAMES OF COMMITTING MAGISTRATES.  

1855. 

4 January 
15 ,, 

James Forster ........................ M. C. O'Connell, J.P. 
Thos. Cadell, junr., and Thos, Brown, J.P's. Wm Cunningham..................... 

Thos. Crothers Stealing timber ..................  
J. S. Dowling, P.M. 
¶I'lios. Wiseman and Thea. Lindsay, J.P's. 

3 February 

Joseph Marshall....................... 
....................... 

Michaci Hayden ...................... . 
Peter Lynch 

. 

Perjury ........................................ 
HOrse stealing 

Sydney ................... 

11. Scott hess, J.P. 
William Bowman, J.P. 

5 March 
.........................

Julia Taylor and Mary Silk ............ .Larceny ....... ............................... 

\\Tolloinbi  ...................
Sydney ..................... 

James Macarthur, J.P. 
13 ,, 
19 

Peter Golding ........................ 
Thos. Jackman ....................... 

J. Gaggin, J.P. 
C. M. A. Ring and Clias. H. Fawcett, J.P's. ,, 

26 ,, .. John Redhead ........................ 
Samuel Mead 

.Obtaining money under false pretences ............ 

Horse stealing ......... ...................... 

Gladstone ................. 
Hartley ................... 

..Camden ................... 
Singleton ...................
Nimdle ..................... 
Sydney .................. Rowand Ronald, J.P. 

John Lloyd and Henry Wren, J.P's. 

16 ....... 
16 ....... 

27 ,, 
31 

ccessory after the fact—robbery of mail ........... 
Stealing ........................... .. ......... .... 

James Thomson, J.P. 

17 ....... 

,, 
31 

.........................

Peter Norris Drew .................... 

Attempt at pocket picking .......................... 
........... ....... 

Windsor ................... 

Edwd. D. Day, P.M. ,, 
20 April 

Vim. Rouse and Matw. Thomson ....... 

George Mills ......................... 

................................... 

Uttering a £1 note altered to a £5 ................ 
.. 

... 

Water Police Office, Sydney S. North, W.P.M. 
1 May Wm. Dickinson ....................... .Conspiring to prevent C. Lands fetching just price 

Eden ..................... 
Shoalhaven ................. 

A. W. Manning, CCL. 
Emanuel Williams .................... 

Attempt to commit unnatural offence .............. 
Manslaughter .................................... 

Port Macquarie .............

Water Police Office, Sydney S. North, W.P.M. 
Ohas. Geo. Gray, P.M., and Joshua B. Bell, J.P. 

........ 

........ 
15 ......... 

9 June ...... Joseph Wilkes 

Cattle stealing ................................... 
Stealing money ................................... 

. 

Eden ..................... 

Ipswieh ................... 

.. 

Alexr. Mackeller and Win. Wilson, J.P's. 17 .......... 

25 

Walter Powers ....................... 

J. Al. Robinson ....................... 

Unnatural offence ............................... 

Casino ..................... 
Tamworth ................ H.ChesterMaster,P.M., and P.G.KingandJ.M.Gill,J.P' ......... 

26 ......... 

....................... 
Attempt to commit do............................ 
Murder of wife and two Sons ..................... 
Libel........................................... 
Horse stealing .................................. Armidale ................... 

.  

.H. B. Fellowes, P.M. 
IL M. Oxley, W. J. Cordeaux, and Chas. S. Nicholson, J.P' 

12 .. ...... Wm. Holden ........................ 
Unlawfully possessing himself of property ......... 
Horse stealing ................................. 

. 

Robert Maddrell, J.P. 11 July ....... 

13 ......... 

Patrick Tierney .......................
Daniel Brasnahan ..................... 

George Jones ......................... 
Do .................................. 

Berrima ................... 

Do. 
Gilbert Cory, J.P. David Taylor .......................... 

Perjury........................................
Perjury ........................................ 

. Braidwood ................. 

Carcoar ................... 
H. L. Jenkins, J.P. 
Edward J. North, J.P. 

12 ......... 

20 

Joseph Browne ....................... 
Henry Regan .........................
David Scott .. ........................ 

Stealing a watch ............................... 
.Larceny 

. Do .................. 
Paterson ................... 

. 
E. Beckham, J. D. Macansb, and J. N. Ryan, J.P's. 

18 ......... 

28 ,Jas. and Thos. Cardwell .............. 

.Nundle .....................

Sydney .................... Messrs. Dowlhig & Burnell disagreed—durnell commi1ed. 
19 ......... 

31 John Maher Libel .......................................... J. H. Crummer, P.M. 
......... 
......... 
......... 

4 August 
17 

........................... 
Fredk. H. Dicker .................... 
John Davis ............................ 

....................................... 
.Horse stealing ................................. 

Receiving a stolen horse 

Binalong ................... 

Maitland ................... 
Sydney ................... 
. 

Clias. Kemp, J.P. 
Edwd. D. Day, P.M. 

. 

,, 
17 Do 

Perjury ....................................... 
......................... 

Do Do. and John Croker, J.P. ,, .. 
18 ,, 

........................... 
l\1 

Horse stealing...................................
Stealing a bullock ............................... 

Port Macquarie ............. 

Camden 
Joshua B. Bell, J.P. 
E. Palmer, J.P. 1 September 

3 

Path. 'Encroe ....................... 
Henry Small ......................... 
Michl. Leahy Chns. Kemp, J.P. ,, 

12 ,, 
.......................... 

Stealing a cow ................................... 
Perjury ........................................ 

Dalby ..................... 
................... 

H. M. Oxley and Edmd. Burke, J.P's. 
R. C. Lethbridc, John Single Jas. M'Carthy, and B.] 

14 ,, 
John Thomas ..........................
Cbas. Roberts .......................... 

Housebreaking ................................. 
Sydney ..................... 
Berrima ................... 

Jamison, J.P's. 
18 Joseph Wilkes ....................... 

Cattle stealing ................................. 
Perjury......................................... 

Penrith .................... 
Casino ..................... C. G. T. Cliauvel and Alexr. Mackcllar, J. P's. ,, 

25 ,, Thomas Hall......................... Bigamy ........................................ Sydney ................... Orange 
Thos. Broughton, J.P. 
J. T. Lane and Andrew Kerr, J.P's. 28 ,, 

29 .. 
Hector Angus.........................
Philip Henry M'Grane Poisoning a child with spirits .................... John S. Parker, Coroner, Maitland. ,, 

10 October .... David Ramsay ...................... 

Horse stealing ................................. 

Perjury ........................................ 

..................... 
Morpeth ................... 

Drayton 

. 
Chas. A. Sinclair, J.P. 
Fredk. W. Isaac and John Watts, J.P's. 

................ 

Stealing blankets ............................... 
. Rylstone .................... 

................... 
Do. 

. 

Do. Do. 12 ....... 
12 

Thos. Burns ......................... 
Do. ......................... Obtaining blankets under false pretenecs...........  ................... 

37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 



Jas. Eldridge ........................ 
Edward Keys ........................ 
Robt. and Mary Ann Horsley .......... 
Thos. Jones.......................... 
Robert Smail ........................ 
John M'Naugh ...................... 
Jas. M'Duff .......................... 
Sarah Horn alias Nelson .............. 
Samuel Dinner ...................... 
John Sullivan........................ 
John Rourke ........................ 
John Meehan ......................... 
Robert Vivers ........................... 
Thos. Steel ........................... 
Thos. Green . .... ....... 
DanielHenry ........................ 
Pang alias Que (Chinaman)............ 
William Love ........................ 
Henry Day Swaine .................. 
James Musk ........................ 
TitusPatmore ...................... 
Thomas Morphy...................... 
Michael Cusack ...................... 
John Usher .......................... 
Catherine Kelly...................... 
Jas. Theobald ........................ 
William Barton ...................... 
Patrick Kelly ................... ..... 
Fredk. A. Pickerton .................. 
John H. Carey ...................... 
Charles Palmer and Wm. Stewart (Pal- 
mer discharged—Stewart prosecuted 
Bridget Thorton .................... 
Henry Tebbutt ...................... 
ThomasMoore ...................... 
James Finsley ...................... 

Indecent assault upon a child....................... 
Horse stealing ................................ 
Conspiring to obtain miscarriage ................ 
Rape ..................................... 
Do........................................... 
Cattle stealing .................................. 
Rape ........................................ 
Bigamy ....................................... 
HighwayRobbery.............................. 

Do. 
Stealing ........................................ 
Manslaughter.................................. 
Libel............................................ 
Perj cry ...................................... 
Do. ... .................................. 
Do........................................ 
Escaping from Custody ......................... 
Perjury ...................................... 
Horse stealing . ............................... 
Abduction .................................... 
Violent Assault ................................. 
Malicious Libel ................................ 
Murder of Henderson alias Campbell ............ 
StealingMousy ................................. 
Perjury ........................................... 
Escape of Prisoner.............................. 
Robbery ...................................... 
Peijury........................................ 
Slander........................................ 
Larceny...................................... 
Stealing Jewellery.............................. 
Perjury.......................................... 
Do......................................... 
Stealing a Horse-break.  .... ....................... 
Stealing Money ................................ 

Camden 
Wellingrove 
Berrima 
Sydney.................... 
Water Polic Office, Sydney. 
M'Leay River .............. 
Maitland .................. 
Parramatta ................ 
Sofala .................... 
Orange .................... 
Wombo.................... 
Sydney .................... 
Wellingrove................. 
East Maitland. ............. 
Do. 
Do. 

Gayndah .................. 
Sydney .................... 
Carcoar.................... 
Paterson .................. 
Sydney..  
Bi aidwood ................ 
Maitland .................. 
Murrurundi ................ 
Sydney..  
Gladstone.................. 
Mudgee.................. 
Sydney .................... 
Maitland .................. 
Louisa Creek .............. 
Armidale .................. 
Sydney .................... 
Mudgee................. 
West Maitland ........... 
Newcastle ............... 

No. DATE 

OF COMMITTAL. 
NAME OF PRISONER. OFFENCE. BENCH. 1. 

NAMES OF COMMITTING MAGISTRATES. 

Alexr. H. Richardson .................Presenting a gun ...............................Sydney .................... 
Alexr. F. D. Grevill..................Fraudulently concealing part of Insolvent Estate Do..................... 
John Eacheock .......................Bigamy ........................................Do..................... 
James M'Phersoij .....................Obstructing Public Road.........................Hartley .................. 
Basil Demar alias Frenchy.............l'cijury ......................................krmidale . .................. 
Patrick M'Mahon .....................Horse stealing .................................Dubbo .................... 
Peter and James M'Cann................Attempting to pass base coin ...................... .Sydney .................... 
George. Thorn .................... .....Felony,.........................................Tamworth ................ 

Ceo. Rattray and R. S. Ross, J.P'S. 
B. Scott Ross and H. C. Burnell, J.P's. 
J. S. Dowling, P.M. 
Thomas Brown, P.M. 
Wm. Pickering and C. W. Marsh, J.P's. 
J. A. Robertson, P. M., and Alexr. Cruickshank, J.P 
Charles Kemp, J.P. 
H. Chester Master, P. M. 

J. N. Oxley, J.P. 
J. T. Baker, Wm. ilawson, and Gilbt. W. Elliot, J.P's. 
John and Chas. S. Nicholson, J.P.'s. 
George Allen, J.P. 
S. North, W.P.M. 
Win. H. Thornton and W. H. Kemp, J.P'a. 
J. H. Crummer, P. M. 
David Forbes P.M. 
Wm. Johnson, P.M. 
Arthur Templar and Andrew Kerr, J.P's. 
John Ker Wilson, J.P. 
John M'Lerie, P.M. 
0. Bloxsome, junior, and Wm. Rawson, J.P's. 
J. H. Crummer, and P. Green, J.P's, 
J. H. Orummer, P.M. 
Do. do 

Arthur B. Halloran, P.M. 
George Allen, J.P. 
James Dalyell, J.P. 
Edwd. G. Cory, J. P. 
J. S, Dowling, P.M. 
W. B. King, P.M. 
J. H. Crummer, P.M. 
Philip W. Wright, J.P. 
J. S. Dowling, P.M. 
C. O'Connell and John Murray, J.P's. 

Richard Harris, J.P. 
J. S. Dowling, P.M. 
Wm. B. King, P.M. 
T. Digby Miller, P.M. 
J. Buchanan, J.P. 
F. H. Hergraves, J.P. 
Richd. Harris, Jas. Thos. Bell, and Chas. B. Lowe, J.P's 
J. 11. Cruimer and Bourne Russell, J.P's. 
Charles Bolton, J.P. 

1855. 
45 15 October 
46 22 
47 30 
48 12 November 
49 13 
50 20 
51 21 December 
62 24 

1856. 
53 2 February.... 
54 5....... 
55 6 
56 8 
57 11 
58 14 
59 16 , ..... 
60 27. ...... 
61 17 March 
62 27 
63 7 April ...... 
64 8 ........ 
65 6 May ........ 
66 6 .......... 
67 8........... 
68 4June ...... 
69 16 ........ 
70 1 July........ 
71 5 .......... 
72 10 .......... 
73 18 August 
74 11 September 
75 5 October 
76 .14 
77 6 November•.. 
78 12 
79 12 
80 17 
81 17 
82 17 
83 21 

84 27 
85 3 December 
86 8 
87 29 



EETTJRN—oonnued. 

No. DATE 
OF COMMITTAL. NAME OF PRISOnER. OFFENCE. BENCH, NAMES OF COMMITTING MAGISTRATES. 

1856. 
85 29 December •. Ebenezer and S. Brown and Patk.) 

mama .. ................. Robert Mcnzis, Coroner. 

prosecuted) ......................J 
1857. 

Accessory to Manslaughter ..................... . 

89 7 January J. S. Powling, P.M. 
90 Water Police Office, Sydney S. North. W.P.M., J. M'Lean, and H. C. Burnell, J.P's. 
91 2 February B. C. Lethbridge, J.P. 
92 Elinor Clara Nicholson and Thomas 

21 ....... 

4 ....... 
Nicholson (wife discharged, husband Stealing a gig, &c. ............................. 

Sydney ................... 

E. M. Battye, J.P. 
prosecuted) ...................... 

Penritli ................... 

93 11 ....... Perjury .......................... ............ 

Bathurst ................... 
L. Arthur Templar, J.P. 

91 17 ....... John Peno ...... . ................... 
Orange ..................... 
Wollombi ........ ......... Helenus Scott, P.M. 

95 Wagga Wagga ............. .Jphn G. Church, J,P. 
96 J. M. Blake, Coroner, J.P. 
97 Indecent assault ................................ J. H. Crummer and Bourne Russell, J.P's. 
98 

Yass ....................... 
Maitland ................... 

{ 
W. H. Palmer, P.M., G. F. Wise, H. Machattie, J. West, 

99 18 ........ 

Pierce Tracey .............. ........... 

Slander ........................................ 
Libel or Slander.................................. 

Bathurst ................... 
W. H. Palmer, P.M., B. Machattie, and J. M. Marsh, J.P's. 

100 

Cornelius Nightingale ................. 

Billy Mitciell, Smith, Perkin, and 

Daniel O'Brien ....................... 
John E. Parker ....................... 

Lamb (Mitchell discharged, Smith, Cattle stealing .................................. 

Do ..................... 
L. A. Templar and Andrew Kerr, J.P's. 

Perkin, and Lamb prosecuted) .... 
101 

John Hardman ........... . ... ........ 

George Templeton .................... 

Embezzlement ................................. 

Endeavouring to obtain money under false pretences Sydney ................... 

. 

P. F. Scott, J.P. 
102 

Win. Poidevan ....................... 

Edward Bawlings .................... 

Assault with intent to rape ....................... 
Stealing money ................................. 

Perjury .......................................... 

Orange ..................... 

Do. .................. .David Forbes, P.M. 
103 

Brian Kenny ........................ 

George Moran ........................ Parramatta ................. Chas. B. Lyons, Coroner. 
104 1 June ........ 

Edward 3. White ...................... 

J. S. Parker, Coroner. 
105 

17 ....... 

Do. do...................... 

Assault and robbery ....... ...................... 
Horse stealing .................................. 

Maliciously stabbing a horse not his property........ 

.. 

J. H. Crummer, G. F. Davison, and Bourne Russell, J.P's, 
106 

24 ....... 
23 March ....... 

Manslaughter ................................... 

Manslaughter .................................... 
Do .................................... 

Rape ........................................... 

Sydney ................... 
A. Windeycr and P. Sadlier, J.P's. 

107 

18 April ....... 

31 July ........ Assault on the high seas ........................ 

Maitland ................... 

Water Police Office, Sydney S. North, W.P.M., and J. M'Lean, J.P. 
108 

27 ......... 

6 August 

Fredk. Smith .......................... 

.. 

Allowing prisoner to escape .................... B. B. Ottley and A. A. Adaums. 
109 

Wm. C. Dwyer ....................... 
Raymond Terrace ........... 

Sydney ................... 

.. 
David Forbes, P.M. 

110 

6 May ......... 
19 ........... 

17 September 

John Horwood ....................... 
Henry Warran ....................... 
Wm. Blackburn ....................... 

E. Diplock, W. Payne, and Mary Waters W. E. King, P.M. 
111 

29 ........... 

23 ,, 

Maurice O'Connor ..................... 
Larceny ...................................... 

Warialda ................... 

3. T. Bell, J.P.—W. IV. Lows differing. 
112 

2 ........... 
9 ........... 

28 ,, 
Thomas Warebam ................. ... William Johnson. 

113 14 October 
Hy. Brennan and Owen M'Ewan ....... 
Edward Greenwood ................... 

. 

. 

. 

Braidwood ................. 

A. L. M'Dougall, T. H. Bundock, and Chas. G. Tindal, J.P's. 
114 

13 ....... 

Iwan F. Casarowiez .................. 

Perjury .................. ...................... 
Robbery from a dray.............................. 

ludgee ................... 
Sofala ..................... 

David Forbes, P.M. 
115 John Degotardi ...................... 

Horse stealing  .............. ..................... 

Do ........................................... 

Graftoii ................... 
Sydney ..................... 
Do. .................... 

... 

.. 

Do. do. 
116 

.Libel............................................ 

horse stealing ............................ ... Stoney Creek ............... Robt. J. Barton. 
... 

117 

16 ....... 
16 ....... 

Daniel Monogue ...................... 

Do............................................ 

Raymond Terrace ........... A. Windeyer and P. Sadlier, J.P's. 
118 

20 ....... 
23 ....... 
24 November 

Archibald Meston ..................... 

.. 

.. 

Goulburn ...................

.. 

.. 

P. Plunkett, P. Maud, and John Cropper, J.P's. 
119 5 December.  

. 

. 

. 

. 

Do.................... P. Plunkctt, P.M. 
120 26 November Robert Wisdom ...................... 

Housebreaking .................................. . 

Libel .......................................... .Sydney .. ................. .David Forbes, P.M. 
121 1 December 

Horse stealing ................................. 
money from the person.................... 

Cattle stealing ............................. .... Thomas Brown, P. M. 
129 4 ,, ' 

Wm. Berry ........................... 
John Jones ...........................Stealing 

Obtaining money under false pretences ........... Maitland .................. A. Dodds and G. F. Davidson. 
123 8 ,, 

Edward Bourke ........................

Thomas Council ...................... 

. 
Hartley .................... 
Braithvood ................ W. F. King, P.M. 

. 

124 31 11 

Jas. Smith ........................... 

Jabez Bunting ....................... 
Horse stealing ................................. 
Perjury ....................................... 
. 

Sydney .................... .W. A. Purefoy, Chief Commissioner Insolvent Court. 
. 

lk 
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1858. 

?Legtøtattie Wormblp. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

PEARCE v. BAYLY. 
(PROCEEDINGS IN THE CASE BEFORE MAGISTRATES AT LIVERPOOL.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 22 Jnly, 1858. 

1tET[JRN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 

New South Wales, dated 13 July, 1858, praying that His Excellency 

the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be laid on 

the Table of this House,— 

"A copy of the Proceedings in the case of Pearce v. Bayly, 

"tried before the Bench of Magistrates at Liverpool, in 

"November, 1857." 

(Mr. Murray.) 

392— 
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PEARCE v. BAYLY. 

S. Mooa, ESQ., J.P., to THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
- 

Police Office, Liverpool, 

8 December, 1857. 

SIR, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your cammunication of the 

7th instant, requesting that a copy of the proceedings of the case of assault of "Pearce v. 

Beyly " should be transmitted to your office. 

I herewith transmit a copy of the case. 
I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE SAM. MOORE. 

ThE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

Sydney. 

A. No. I. 

Complaint on 9 Uco. 4, c. 31, for an Assault and Battery. 

NEW SOUTH WALES, 
LIVERPOOL, 
TO WIT. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at Liverpool, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, Thomas Pearce, of the said Town of Liverpool, personally cometh before me, Kinnear 
Robertson, Esquire, one of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace in and for the said Colony, 
and upon his oath complaineth to and inf.nrmeth me that Charles Luke Bayly, Eacinire, of the 
said Town of Liverpool, Justice of the Peace, did on the twentieth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at Liverpool, in the Colony afore-
said, unlawful!y assault and beat the said Thomas Pearce, by spitting in his face, contrary 
to the Statute in such case made and provided, and against the peace of our Lady the 
Queen; and thereupon the said Thomas Pearce prays that I, the said Justice, will proceed in 

the premises according to law. 
THOS. PEARCE. 

Sworn before mc, at the Police Office, in the 
Town of Liverpool, this 20th day of 
November, A.D. 1857, 

KINNEAR ROBERTSON, J. P. 

[Summons granted for 23rd Kove,nber, 1857.] 

Liverpool, 23 J\Tovcmber, 1857. 

Present:— 

SAMUEL MooRE, ESQ., J.P. I KINNEAIt ROBERTSON, ESQ., J.P. 

WILLIAM HANNIBAL LANE, ESQ., J.P. 
Charles Luke Bayly, Esq., J.P., is called on to answer the charge of an asault 

committed by him on the person of Mr. Thomas Pearce. A medical certificate having been 
produced, stating his inability, from indisposition, to attend this day, the case is postponed 
until Friday, 4th December, 1857. 

SAML. MOORE, J.P. 
W. H. LANE, J.P. 
KINNEAR ROBERTSON, J.P. 

CERTIFICATE. 

I hereby certify that I have this day visited Charles Bayly, Esq., professionally, 
and find him so much indisposed from a severe attack of diarrbma as to be unable to leave 
the house or transact any business whatever. 

A. M. IIOSKINGS, M.D., 
and Surgeon. 

Liverpool, 23 .Z\Tovember, 1857. 

Liverpool 



201 

PEARCE v. BAYLY. a 

Lvei-pool Police Office,  
4 December, 1857. 

Before 

SAMUEL MOORE, ESQ, J.P. 
WILLIAM HANNIBAL LANE, ESQ., J.P. 

harlea Luke Bayly charged with assaulting and beating one Thomas Pearce, on the 20th 
day of November last—Pleads guilty. 

Thomas Pearce, of Liverpool, in the Colony of New South Wales, butcher, being duly 
sworn, on oath states:— 

I have heard the information now read in Court; it is true; Mr. Bayly was in a 
state of intoxication at the time; when I left the place he followed me and spit in my face 
again; when I went to leave the place altogether, Mr. Bayly shut the door and would not 
let me out, until Mr. Andrews ordered him to leave the place. 

by 31r. Bayly : I state you were intoxicated; I know you were because of your 
manner, because you could not walk straight; this occured at the bar of Andrews' Hotel; 
when you loft the bar I saw you walking round Mr. Andrews' sitting-room; you followed 
me into the bar; you were standing in the street at Andrews' gate, going into the parlour. 

By the Bench: I was perfectly sober at the time; Mr. Bayly staggered when he 
walked across the room; this took place about half-past two o'clock in the afternoon. 

THOS. PEARCE. 
Sworn at the Police Office, Liverpool, this 

4th day of December, 1857, before 

Sis. MOORE, J.P. 
W. H. LANE, J.P. 

John Andrews, in the Colony of New South Wales, publican, being duly sworn, on oath 
states 

By the Bench: I recollect the 20th of last month; Mr. Thomas Pearce was at my 
house in the afternoon somewhere about 3 or 4 o'clock in the afternoon ; I saw Mr. Bayly 
spit in Mr. Thomas Pearce's face several times without any provocation being given by Mr. 
Thomas Pearce; this occurred in the tap room; not any other persons present; Mr. Pearce 
gut over the railing which divides the tap room from the parlour and Mr. Bayly followed 
him into the private room attached to the bar, and attempted or did close the door in fact to 
prevent Mr. Pearce going out; I was in the room ; Mr. Pearce took a poker up to defend 
himself; I before insisted that the door should be opened ; I then opened the door; I saw Mr. 
Bayly again spit in Mr Pearce's face; Mr. Pearce afterwards went out; Mr. Bayly was not 
quite sober, he had a little drink; the plaintiff first entered the bar followed shortly after-
wards by the defendant; I did not supply the defendant with any drink during the time 
that Mr. Pearce was there ; I do not recollect Mr. Bayly calling for a glass of brandy; I 
have not the recollection of serving it. 

By JiIr. Bayly: I do not rccollect serving him with any thing at all; by your 
manner I considered you to be slightly intoxicated. 

JOHN W. ANDREWS. 

Sworn at the Police Office, Liverpool, this 
De 4th day of cember, 1857, before 

SAM. MOORE, J.P. 
W. H. LANE, J.P. 

The Bench find the defendant Charles Luke Bayly guilty of the offence of assault-
ing Thomas Pearce, and fine him in the sum of five pounds, and in default of payment of 
the sum of five pounds to be imprisoned in Her Majesty's Gaol for the space of one calendar 
month, and to find sureties to keep the peace towards all Her Majesty's subjects, and 
especially towards Thomas Pearce, for six calendar months, himself in £50 and two sureties 
of £25 each. 

SAML. MOORE, J.P. 
W. H. LANE, J.P. 
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1858. 

citatic 2zormbign. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

CHARLES L. BAYLY9  ESQ, J.P. 
(CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO CONDUCT OF AS A MAGISTRATE.) 

Ordered by the Legislatre Assenthly to be Printed, 27 August, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly 
of New South Wales, dated 30 July, 1858, praying that His 
Excellency the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be laid 
upon the Table of this House :— 

"A Copy of the Report of the Commission appointed by the-
" Government 

he
"Government to inquire into the conduct of Charles Luke 
"Bayly, Esq., J.P., with a view to having the said Report 
"referred to the Select Committee on the state of the Magis-
"tracy." 

(iifr. Forster.) 

O3 

474—A 
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CHARLES L. BAYLY, ESQ., J.P. 

Liverpool, 1 October, 1857. 

SIR, 
We have the honor to request your attention to the following facts which, on 

public grounds, have induced as to make this report, and to decline co-operating with Mr. 
Charles Luke Bayly as magistrates. 

The first instance in which he deviated from that line of conduct which ought to 
distinguish the bearing of a magistrate and a gentleman, was in gambling in a public 
house, in Liverpool, in tossing for half-crowns; he was seen in the act by a gentleman, 
who related the circumstance to the Revd Mr. Priddle, our Incumbent. 

The second case arose out of a gambling transaction at Mudgee, where, having lost 
money, Mr. Bayly tendered blank paper as notes, and on discovery he was forcibly ejected 
from the room in which the transaction took place, and recently, since his return to Liver-
pool, he went to the residence of the Rcvd. Mr. Priddle in a state of intoxication and 
insulted him in the grossest manner, by calling him a "liar." 

These &rcumstancas have induced us, as well as Mr. Rowe (at present in Melbourne) 
not to attend the Bench during the period Mr. Bayly is a resident in this district; and 
we do conceive, as the above recited facts are known to the community, it would tend to 
wealicn confidence in the integrity of the members who compose the magistracy of this 
district should they co-operate with him in their public capacity. 

We leave this with confidence in your hands, and should you deem it necessary to 
have the matter investigated, we are prepared to adduce our authorities for the facts we 
have brought under your notice. 

We have, &e. 

THE HONORABLE 
SAM. MOORE. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 
W. H. LANE. 

Sydney. 

Attorney General's Office, 
Sydney, 6 October, 1857. 

GENTLEMEN, 
In reference to the letter addressed by you on the 1st instant to the Colonial 

Secretary, in which you make certain charges against Mr. C. L. Bayly, J.P., I beg to inform 
you that I have sent a copy of that letter to Mr. Bayly, with a request that he will submit 
such statement as he may deem necessary before I take any steps in the matter. 

'MESSRS. MooRE AND LANE, 
Justices of the Peace, 

Liverpool. 

I have, &e., 
JAMES MARTIN, 

Attorney General. 

Attorney General's Office, 
Sydney, 6 October, 1857. 

SIR, 
I beg to enclose, for your perusal, a copy of a communication addressed by 

Messrs. Moore and Lane, two Justices of the Peace in the Liverpool District, to the Colonial 
Secretary, and by him forwarded to me. Before taking any steps in reference to the com-
plaint made against you in that letter, I shall be glad to receive any statement which you 

may deem it necessary to make upon the subject. 
- I have, &c., 

JAMES MARTIN, 

C. L. BAmY, ESQ., J.P., 
Attorney General. 

Liverpool. 

Attorney General's Office, 
Sydney, 7 November, 1857. 

In transmitting to you herewith a copy of a communication from Messrs. 
Moore and Lane, Justices of the Peace, preferring charges of, gambling and drunkenness 
against Mr. Charles L. Bayly, J.P., with the latter gentleman's answer thereto, I am 
directed by the Attorney General to request that you will have the goodness to proceed to 

Liverpool 
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Liverpool at an early opportunity to investigate the matter, and examine the parties, and 
such witnesses as they may call, giving reasonable notice to Mr. Bayly and his accusers of 
the day fixed for the inquiry; and I am also desired to request you to furnish your report 
thereon as early as possible at this office. The Government will pay your travelling 
expenses. It may be proper to mention, also, that the evidence will, of course, hot be upon 
oath. 

I have, &c., 

W. E. PLUNKETT, 
DAVID FoRBEs, ESQ., P.M., Seàretary to Law Department. 

Sydney, 

Central Police Office, 
S'ydney, 10 lsTovembcr, 1857. 

Sin, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, 

requesting me to inquire into and report upon certain charges preferred by Messrs. Moore 
and Late, Justices of the Peace, of Liverpool, against Mr. Charles L. Bayly, J.P., of the 
same place; and in attention thereto, I beg to state that I yesterday forwarded a copy of 
your communication in a letter to Messr. Moore and Lane, Justices of the Peace, and also 
to Mr. C. L. Bayly, apprising those gentlemen that I should be at the Court House, Liver-
pool, on Friday next, and requesting them to meet me there at 11 am., with such wit-
nesses as they wished to have examined. As soon as I have held this inquiry I will, 
without delay, forward nay report to you. 

I have, &c., 

- THE HONORABLE D. FORBES, J.P. 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Moore Bank, 
16 1'Tovember, 1857. 

San, 
I have the honor to address you in reference to the investigation which took 

place at Liverpool on Friday, 13th instant. 
Mr. Bayly in his defence brought forward Messrs. Taylor, Beresford, and Russell, to 

prove that he was sober on the evening he had the interview with the Rev. Mr. Priddle, 
and on which occasion the Rev, gentleman stated he (Mr. B.) was intoxicated, and had 
applied the word "liar" to him : in the minutes taken by Mr. Forbes they positively assert 
that Mr. Bayly was sober. 

Yesterday, in the vestry, after Divine Service, I had an interview with Mr. Priddle, 
and detailed to him what had been stated by the three individuals above named, when he 
most emphatically said that Mr. Bayly was drunk on the occasion referred to, and added, 
that Mr. B. waited on him the following morning to apologise for his conduct on the 
previous evening,—this was said in the presence of one of the churchwardens, Mr. Pearce. 

My motive in putting you in possession of this feature in the case is to prove that 
Mr. Lane and myself had grounds for our report, and also that Mr. Priddle adheres to the 
statement he made to Mr. Rowe and myself. 

I have, &c., 
THE HONORABLE SAM. MOORE. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Sydney. 

Attorney General's Office, 

SIR, 
iSydn.ey, 23 November, 1857. 

In acknowledging the receipt of your communication of the 16th instant, and 
adverting to the previous correspondence relative to certain charges preferred against Mr. 
C. L. Payly, J.P., I am directed to inform you and Mr. Lane, that Mr. Forbes' report and 
the evidence taken on the inquiry have been received, and the Attorney General desires me 
to say he does not see sufficient ground either to make any recommendation to the Governor 
General or to direct a further inquiry. I am also desired to state that, in the opinion of 
the Attorney General, it is very much to be regretted that the Rev. Mr. Priddle did 
not attend in support of the complaint which the Rev, gentleman made to yourself and to 
Mr. Rowe. A clearly proved charge of intoxication under the circumstances alleged against 
Mr. Bayly would, the Attorney General considers, justify his removal from the Com-
mission of the Peace; but, notwithstanding the disinclination of his brother magistrates to 
sit on the Bench with him, the Attorney General does not consider that he would be 
warranted in recommending such removal in the present instance. 

I have, &c., 

SAMUEL MooRE, ESQ., J.P.,, W. E. PLtrNKETT, 
Liverpool. Secretary to law Department. 

Parsonage, 
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Parsonage, Liverpool, 
24 .November, 1857. 

I have just been informed that an investigation held at Liverpool, before the 
Police Magistrate of Sydney, on the conduct of Mr. C. L. Bayly, has terminated in his 
acquittal of charges of drunkenness and gambling, that had been made with a view to his 
removal from the magistracy. 

I am sorry to be aware of the truth of the former of these charges, but in the 
relation in which I stand as clergyman of the parish towards him and his family, I felt 
that I ought not to put myself forward as a witness, and as he had promised amendment, 
and his family entreated me not to appear at the investigation, I felt that unless officially 

called upon I ought not to volunteer my evidence. I very much regret to find that the 
course IL adopted has greatly distressed some of the most respectable of my parishioners, 
and I am deeply grieved to add, that instead of the reformation Mr. Bayly promised, he has 
shamefully offended since the termination of the inquiry, and I bear has been summoned to 
the Liverpool Bench to answer a charge of common assault. Under these circumstances, I 
feel that my silence may be injuriously misunderstood, and that I am not entitled to rely 
upon his promises of amendment. 

I am now compelled to bring charges against Mr. Bayly of drunkenness, of insulting 
language, and of conduct unbecoming a magistrate. On two occasions he caine to the 
Parsonage in a state of filthy intoxication, and on one called me a "liar," and accused me 
of general hypocrisy in the discharge of my duty as a clergyman. 

I have, &c. 

THE HONORABLE CHAS. F. D. PRIDDLE. 

CHARLES CowPEit, ESQ. 

Attorney General's Office, 
Sydney, 27 Novemier, 1857, 

SIR, 
In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 25th instant, and its 

enclosure, addressed to the Honorable Charles Cowper, and subsequently forwarded under 
B.C. to this office, respecting Mr. C. L. Bayly's conduct, I am now directed to state that 
previously to the receipt of your communication, &c, referred to above, the Attorney 
General desired me to write to Captain Moore, intimating that he had determined not to 
take any further steps in reference to the charges preferred against Mr. Bayly, of which 
the enclosed is a copy, and therefore I am again instructed to say that the Attorney General 
regrets he cannot now direct further inquiry. 

I have, &c. 

THE REV. CHAS. F. D. PRIDDLE, W. E. PLUNKETT, 
Parsonage, Liverpool. Secretary to Law Department. 

Pulice Office, Sydney, 
14 .2Vvernber, 1857. 

Sia, 
Referring to your letter of the 7th instant, transmitting a communicatiola 

from Messrs. Moore and Lane, Justices of the Peace, preferring certain charges against Mr. 
C. L. Bayly, ,J.P., and requesting me to investigate the same, I have now the honor to 
forward herewith enclosed the depositions taken by me yesterday at Liverpool in the inves-
tigation referred to, and to report thereon as follows. 

The chaiges are, first, that on Monday evening, the 15th of September last, Mr. 
Bayly went to the private residence of the Rev. Mr. I'riddle in a state of intoxication, and 
insulted that gentleman, by calling him a liar; secondly, that about thirteen mouths ago 
Mr. Bayly was seen betting in a public-house, in Liverpool, half-crowns and shillings, with 
persons who were tossing halfpence; and, thirdly, that about eighteen months ago, Mr. 
Bayly tried to put off some pieces of newspaper as bank notes in a gambling transaction in 

a public-house at Mudgee. 
In support of the first charge, Messrs. Moore and Rowe, Justices of the Peace, 

have narrated from recollection the substance of stitoments made to each of them by the 
Rev. Mr. PridWe, on two occasions—Mr. Priddle declining to appear, because he had 
forgiven Mr. Bayly, and considered what had passed an insult only to himself. The second 
charge is supported on the sole testimony of a butcher named Pierce, who states that he 
was one of the parties engaged in tossing on the occasions referred to ; and the third charge 
is preferred in consequence of a statement made to Mr. Rowe by a Mr. Hassal, of Mudgce. 

In answer to the first charge, Mr. Bayly has produced three respectable witnesses—
Mr. Beresford, postmaster; Mr. Taylor, teacher of the Denominational School ; and Mr. 
Russell, a clerk in a store at Collingwood, all of whom are well acquainted with Mr. Bayly, 
saw and conversed with him on business a few minutes after he left Mr. l'riddle on the 
evening in question, and most positiv&y deny that Mr. Bayly was in the slightest degre& 
under-the influence of liquor on that evening. Mr. Bayly denies the truth of the other 
charges, and has called no witnesses in respect of them. 

5. 
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5. In my opinion, none of the charges are proved, nor is there at present any evidence 
to justify the accusations brought against Mr. Bayly by Messrs. Moore and Lane. There 
is, however, this diffleulty surrounding the case, which I think it right to mention, that 
these justices, and several others, believing in the truth of the reports against Mr. Bayly's 
character, have refused to meet that gentleman on the Bench. 

I have, &c., 
THE HONORABLE 

DAVID FORBES, J.P., THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Police Magistrate. Sydney. 

Court House, Liverpool., 13 I"Tovember, 1857. 

David Forbes, J.P., attended to inquire into certain charges preferred by Messrs. Moore 
and Lane, J.P.'s, against Mr. Bayly, J.P,—tbe above parties present. 

C'aptain Moore states :—Having called on the Rev. Mr. •Priddle at the parsonage, 
either while the last Liverpool races were going on or immediately after-_that is about two 
months ago—after some conversation Mr. Priddle said to me, "Mr. Bayly came to my 
" house last night in a state of intoxication, and after a few words of conversation he 
threw his arms round my neck, an 

cc of d said ' Mr. Priddle, I have come to you for the purpose ' 
speaking on various serious matters; I am a great sinner, and I want you to save my 

" 'soul.' " Mr. Priddle replied, "You have come at a very inconvenient hour, as there are 
now about seventy or eighty persons waiting for me in the Sunday School room, and if 

" you will come to-morrow morning, any time after ten o'clock, I shall be happy to see you :" 
and he either said, we will talk the matter over, or words to that effect; I cannot recollect 
the precise words. Mr. Bayly yet urged Mr. Priddle to hear what he had to say, and he 
again combated it, saying that he had persons waiting, and it was past the hour he should 
be with them. Mr. Bayly then said to this: "What does it matter if there were a million 
" of persons waiting; is it not of more moment that you should save one soul, and disap- ce 

 point those who are waiting for you now.' Mr. Priddle disengaged his (Mr. Bayly's) 
arm from his neck, and Mr. Bayly then put his hand on Mr. Priddle's thigh, which he, 
Mr. Priddle, remarked, he considered very indelicate. Mr. Priddle then told 

Mr. Bayly 
that he could not remain longer, that he must attend to his appointment. Mr. Bayly 
became annoyed, and said in a passion, to Mr. Priddle, " I have hitherto, Sir, attended with 
" satisfaction to your doctrine, but I now find, Sir, that you are a liar." A copy of the 
charges I trinsmittcd to the Colonial Secretary I read to Mr. Priddle at his house; subse-
quent to this, Mr. 

Priddle told me that he had an interview with Mr. Bayly, and that the 
latter had requested him not to make any report of the circumstance and of the transaction 
I now related, as it would injure his character, and might be the means of his being, 
deprived of the Commission of the Peace. Mr. Priddle told me that he did say to Mr. 
Bayly that he forgave him; at the same time he said, "I told Mr. Bayly that the trans. 
" action was in the hands of a party who would make a report of it to the Government; ' 
and he also added, " my opinion is, Mr. Bayly, that. you are not fit to be a magistrate.' 
On last Wednesday, after I had received the communication inforthing me that the inquiry 
would take place here to-day, I sent for Mr. Priddle and gave him your letter, telling him 
he would be required here to-day, as a witness. After perusing the letters he returned 
them to me, saying that he would not attend; I asked him his reasons; he said, because he had forgiven Mr. Bayly. 

Examined by Mr. Bayly's Counsel 
:—The above statement was made toe by Mr. 

Priddle either while the races were going on or immediately after; I cannot say how long m  

it was after that Mr. Priddle had the second conversation with Mr. Bayly, when Mr. Priddle 
told me he had forgiven Mr. Bayly; my impression is, my report had gone in; Mr. Priddle 
volunteered the whole of those statements ; Mr. Priddle first said did you hear what 
took place in my house last night ? I said no; this conversation took place in Mr. Priddle's drawing-room; 

 I was alone with Mr. Priddle; Mr. Priddle himself introduced the con-
versation about Mr. Bayly; I have a good memory; I did not make any memorandum

;  what I have now stated is in substance and meaning the same I got from Mr. Priddle, but 
I will not say that they are the precise words used. 

Mr. 
MOORE. 

.. George Taylor Rowe, J. P., 
states :—Sinee Mr. Bayly's return from Nudgee 

and since my return from Melbourne, I saw Mr. Priddle at his own house, and he told me 
that Mr. Bayly came there to his (Mr. Priddle's) house one evening when he had aparochjal 
meeting, and wished to see him; he went to the parlour and sat down with him; he (Mr. 
Bayly) said he was very anxious to have a conversation with Mr. Priddle; that he knew he 
had a great deal to answer for, and he was anxious for Mr. Priddle's advice, and that he put 
both his arms round his neck, and Mr. Priddle said he moved back and released his arms 
from him, and then Mr. Bayly fell with his head in his lap, and he saw by that that Mr. 
Bayly was laboring under the influence of liquor; and he recommended Mr. Bayly to call 
on some other occasion, that he had a meeting that evening at which there were fifty persons 
waiting to receive a lecture from him, and that he was then half-an-hour behind his time; 
Mr. Bayly then said, "Let them wait—_is it not as well for you to try and save the soul 
"of one sinner as to lecture to sixty ?" 

And Mr. Priddle then said, "I cannot talk longer with 
You now, but if you will call again at another time I shall be most happy to have 

474—B twO o
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" three hours conversation with you." Mr. Bayly said then,—" What you saynow and what 
you preach on a Sunday are only lies, and you are a liar," or words to that effect. I asked 
him about this; I said first to Mr. Priddle, there has been some disturbance with Mr. 
Bayly, and then he told me what I have related ; prior to my hearing this, and before Cap-
tain Moore made the official communication, I told Captain Moore that I would not sit on 
the Bench with Mr. Bayly; this was said in reply to Captain Moore saying to me Mr. 
Bayly is about returning to the district,—do you intend to sit on the Bench with him? I 
came to this determination because I heard that Mr. Bayly, while he was out of the district, 
had been concerned in a gambling transaction, which I thought was very discreditable to 
him (if true) as a magistrate and a gentleman ; I was on the Bench on Wedueday last 
I recollect Captain Moore telling Mr. Priddle, on handing him the official documents which 
he had received, that his (Mr. I'ridclle's) presence would be required here to-any ; Mr. 

Priddle replied that he con.
sidered Mr. l3ayiy's conduct an insult to liimsclf, and that he 

having apologized, he had forgiven him ; Mr. Priddle said he would not attend; Captain 
formation first and I shall therefore repeat everything you 

Moore said, you gave me the in  
have said. 

Cross_examined: —Mr.Priddle did not say the 
communication was made in confidence; 

he did not use the term confidence. I said on the Bench I should repeat what he had stated 
to me, and he said, " Oh ! of course, you may please yourself about that." When I said 
there was a disturbance with Mr. Bayly, I meant that I had heard from one or two parties 
that Mr. Bayly had called Mr. Priddle a liar. The word "lie" was most distinctly used 
by Mr. Priddle, and also the word "liar." I am quite certain of that; and Mr. Priddle 
said he did not know how he stood in the room, he was so hurt. I think what I have stated 
is as near as possible what Mr. Priddle related to me—I think almost word for word. The 
words "lie" and "liar" were most certainly used. of course I now shall decline to sit 

with Mr. Bayly on the Bench. EO. T. ROWE. 

Up. TV. hannibal Lane, J.F., 
states :—On account of hearing the several transac-

tions in which Mr. Bayly has been engaged, namely, the gambling transaction and tossing 
in a public-house in Liverpool, I decline to sit with him as a magistrate. I know nothing 
of my own knowledge but what I have heard from Captain Moore and Mr. Rowe. I heard 
also that cue of the navvies on the train said he had only to give Mr. Bayly a nobbler and 
he would decide the case for him. Captain Moore is my author for this also. This may be 

twelve months ago. W. H. LANE. 

.M. Thomas Pierce, 
of Liverpool, butcher, states —T know there was a publc-bouse 

here called the Royal Oak, kept by a man named Hawthorn; I have seen gambling 
there; 1 have gambled there I have seen Mr. Bayly there, gambling ; it might be thirteen 
or fourteen months ago; the house has been shut up twelve months; I saw people tossing 
half-pence for money, and Mr. Bayly betting; 1 cannot say to what amount it might be—
shillings or half-crowns—but it was not very heavy; I have seen a young man named 
Melville there when Mr. Bayly was there tossing, but I do not recollect seeing Melville 
gamble; I have seen Mr. Bayly there betting, two or three times. 

Uross-examined 
:—It is not the first time I have seen a magistrate bet. I don't recol-

lect if there were any races coming on about that time. Mr. Bayly I have seen myself toss-
ing half-pence there one time; I have seen him put down money and take it up. I cannot say 
how long that was ago—it was not eighteen months ago. After that the transactions were 
only betting. I did not inform Captain Moore at all of these transactions. I told a 
gentleman who, I believe, told Captain Moore, and, in consequence, I got notice to be here 

to-day. THUS. PEARCE. 

.21k. George Tior Rowe, J.P., 
states :—About six or seven months ago, Mr. 

Hassall, of the Macquanio, told me that he, Mr. Hassall, was present in a room at bludgco 
where a disturbance took place, where Mr. Bayly received blows for passing pieces of 
newspaper in lieu of pound notes, during the evening, when gambling was taking place. 
He did not say how long ago. I did not ask him—it was a mere conversation. I have 
heard since that Mr. Rossiter, of West Maitland, kept the public-house at Mudgee where 

this occurred, and was present on the occasion. GEO. T. ROWE. 

DEvENCa. 

Mr. Bayly declines making any statement further than what he ba& already stated in his 

See letter 

letter to the Attorney General.* 

* My. James T1omas Taylor, 
teacher of Church of England School, of Liverpool, 

states :—I know the Rev. Mr. Priddle and also Mr. Bayly. Irecollect a parochial meeting on attached, p.  

a Nonday, about the time of the last Liverpool races. It was, I believe, the day before the 
races. I met Mr. Bayly near the church gate ; it was near eight o'clock, and before the 

meeting ought to hare commenced. At the time I sa
w Mr. Bayly I spoke to Mr. Bayly on 

that 
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that occasion ; I bid him good night, and asked him how he did. He had just returned 
from Mudgee. Mr. Bayly spoke to me; he said, I believe, he had had some angry words 
with Mr. Priddle; he spoke to me chiefly about a situation I was about being appointed to 
at Mudgee. I have known Mr. Bayly for some years. When I spoke to Mr. Bayly on 
that occasion he was sober ; he appeared excited. I attributed that to the long journey 
he had taken. I would detect anything diff.rent in his manner, and if he were intoxicated. 

J. T. TAYLOR. 

Frederick Russell, in the employ of Mr. Mochatta, of Collingwood, states :—I know 
Mr. Bayly, and Mr. Taylor, the last witness. I accompanied Mr. Taylor to the parochial 
meeting held by Mr. Priddle on Monday, about the time of the races. I was present at 
a conversation they had on that occasion. Mr. Bayly was sober. I have known Mr. Bayly 
upwards of twelve months. Mr. Bayly and Mr. Taylor were talking together about a 
quarter of an hour. I was not there the whole time. I am quite certain Mr. Bayly was 
sober; I should have noticed if he had not been sober. It was immediately before the 

meeting. 
FREDERIC RUSSELL. 

Mr. Henry Bury Beresforcl states :.—.I know Mr. Bayly. The Liverpool races were 
held about the 16th, 17th, and 18th of September last. 1 recollect Monday preceding the 
first day of the races. I saw Mr. Bayly between 8 and 9 o'clock on that evening, at the 
Post Office; be was sober; he trausacted some business with me. I have known Mr. 
Bayly about two years. I have often transacted business with him. I can positively say 
that Mr. Bayly was not drunk on the occasion which I have referred to, but he was 
nervous and excited, and he is of an excitable disposition. 

H. B. BERESFORD. 

.Liverpool, 8 October, 1857. 

SIR, 
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, enclosing a 

communication, addressed by Messrs. Moore and Lane, two Justices of the Peace in the 
Liverpool District, to the Colonial Secretary, and by him forwarded to you. 

Please to accept my thanks for your courteous request to hear my statement before 
taking any proceedings in reference to their complaint. Before I make any statement, I 
most respectfully wish to draw your attention to the well-known fact of Captain Moore's 
animosity towards me, and also the judicial affair in the Supreme Court, about twelve 

months since. 
To the first accusation of my having deviated from the conduct of a gentleman 

and a magistrate, in gambling in a public-house for half•erowns, I positively deny 
it—not only as to that particular coin, but with any other kind of money. Of course, I 
cannot deny any statement that Mr. Priddle may have had made to him. 

To the second charge of gambling at Mudgee, I admit that circumstances did occur 
that might give rise to such a report ; but I totally deny the accusation, and am ready to 
prove that I was the victim in that nefarious transaction. Permit me again to draw your 

attention to the animus shewn by Messrs. Moore and Lane in making this charge after a 
lapse of three years. Nevertheless, I have no wish to shrink from it, as my conduct was 
that of a gentleman, although, as a magistrate, I fully recognise my indiscretion. 

The third accusation, viz., that I called the Rev. Mr. Priddle "a liar," 1 utterly 
deny. That I visited that gentleman on my return from Mudgee, and that some warm 
expressions were used by inc in reply to some uncalled-for observations by the Reverend 
gentleman, I do not deny; but by no implication can they be interpreted into my calling 
him a liar. I therefore most indignantly repudiate the charge. I also deny that I was 

intoxicated, although I admit I laboured under excited feelings, caused by circumstances not 
necessary to allude to now; and finally, in regard to the moral effect that my officiating as 

a magistrate might have on the community, I beg to refer with some pride and satisfaction, 

to the testimonial presented to me by 153 inhabitants of this district, on my quitting it for 

Mudgee, on the 16th of October last. Feeling perfectly convinced that I shall receive 
justice at your hands, I await the proceeding with a calm conscience, knowing that these 
base and infamous calumnies emanate from the inveterate malignancy of my old enemy, 
Captain Samuel Moore, my brother magistrate. 

I have, &c., 

(J L. BAYLY. 

THE HONORABLE 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

&e., &c., &c. 



10 



211 

1858. 

ilaitje embI,. 

NEW 'SOTJTII WALES. 

EI)MUND B. fflIR, ESQ. J.P. 
(COMPLAINING OF THE CONDUCT OF A. E. HALLORAN, ESQ., J.P.) 

Ordered by the Legisla1ie Assembly to be Printed, 27 July, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in 

Parliament assembled. - 

The humble Petition of. E. B. tihr, Esq., J.P., 

RESPECTFULLY STIEWETH :- 

That your Petitioner has been a Magistrate of the Territory for the period of 
thirteen years. 

That during this period your Petitioner has constantly attended the Courts of Petty 

Sessions at Ipswich, Moreton Bay, and Maryborough, Wide Bay. That at the latter place 

your Petitioner has been actively engaged for about nine years in Magisterial duties upon 

the local Bench, during four years of which he was compelled to act constantly (without 

remuneration) as Police Magistrate, as far as his authority went. 

That your Petitioner, without previous knowledge or solicitation on his part, was 

recommended to the Government for the office in question by a Petition signed by the 

greater number of residents in the Town and District. 

That on the 28th December, 1857, your Petitioner whilst sitting on the Bench at 

Maryborough, and in the performance of his duty as a Magistrate, was grossly insulted by 

A. B. Halloran, Esq., Commissioner of Crown Lands for the District of Wide Bay and 
Burnett. 

That the circumstances to which your Petitioner refers were as follows :- 

Namely—Your Petitioner being alone with Mr. Halloran upon the Bench, and 

having put a necessary question to a witness, Mr. Halloran said it had, nothing to do with 

the case, and on your Petitioner insisting that the question should be answered, Mr. Hal-

loran said, "Ah! I heard the matter had already been decided out of Court." Your 

Petitioner then asked whether Mr. Halloran intended the allusion to apply to him (your 

Petitioner)—Mr. Halloran replied that he was not bound to say. 

When the hearing of the case had been concluded, Mr. Halloran pronounced his 

opinion that the defendant should be fined only twenty shillings. Your Petitioner then 

again inquired whether Mr. Halloran intended the allusion previously made by him with 

regard to the case having been prejudged to apply to your Petitioner; Mr. Halloran again 

replied that he was not bound to say. But upon Petitioner pressing the question, Mr. Hal-

loran then said, "I heard before leaving home, from a servant of mine, that you had told 

"Constable Doran that Constable Harewood should be dismissed." 

Your Petitioner then replied in the following terms,—" Mr. Halloran, when I come 

"into a Court of Justice it is for the purpose of doing my duty conscientiously, and to the 

best of my ability. Allow me now to tell you, sir, that you have received your informa- 

407— 11tion 
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" tion from a most polluted source. I will not sit in judgment with you in this case, 

it neither will I sit with you in your magisterial capacity again." 

That your Petitioner addressed a formal complaint to the Executive Government 

against Mr. Halloran, on the subject of the insult above specified, which complaint your 

Petitioner has been since informed was referred to Mr. Halloran for explanation. 

That Mr. Halloran's explanation has been forwarded to your Petitioner: that the 

said explanation amounts to a mere evasion of the charge, couched in language which, in 

fact, is rather an aggravation of the original insult. 

That, nevertheless, the said explanation has been taken as conclusive by the Govern-

ment, which has declined either to express any disapproval of Mr. Halloran's conduct, or 

to institute any further inquiry. 

That, in consequence of the abbve circumstances, two resident Magistrates of the 

district in question, namely, W. H. Walsh, Esq., and P. D. Anderson, Esq., have declined 

to sit on the Bench with Mr. Halloran, and the latter has signified his intention of resign-

ing the Commission of the Peace. 

That your Petitioner submits that the interests of justice require that the utmost 

decorum of language and behaviour, and respect for each others feelings and position, should 

be maintained by Magistrates upon the Bench, and in their mutual intercourse, but par-

ticularly by paid officers of the Government; whereas, if such language as was used by 

Mr. Halloran on the occasion referred to, be passed over without notice, it is obvious that 

no respectable or independent man would consent to be associated upon the Bench with 

Government officers. 

That your Petitioner having been refused redress by the Executive Government, 

appeals to your Honorable House, and prays that your Honorable House will recommend 

such steps to be taken as the justice of the case requires. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

EDMUND B. TTHR. 
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NEW SOTJTII WALES. 

DR. IIARRIS. 
(CORRESPONDENCE IN REFERENCE TO HIS CONDUCT AS A MAGISTRATE 

OF THE TERRITORY.) 

Ordered by the Le;slative Assembly to be Printed, 9 .November, 1858. 

1tETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 
New South Wales, dated 22 October, 1858, praying that His Excel- 
lency the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be laid 
upon the Table of this House,— 

"Depositions taken in the Police Court of Mudgee inthe cases 
"of- 

Turvey v. Caplin. 
Caplin v. Inder. 
Inder v. Harris. 
Regina v. Turvey 
Also receipt from Turvey to Inder. 
Receipt from Mills (for Harris) to Caplin. 
Letter of the Attorney General to Bench of Mudgee 
respecting the above-mentioned cases. 
The Letters of Dr. Harris to the Colonial Secretary 

cc respecting the above-mentioned cases. 
9. Affidavit of J. W. Devereaux verifying certain facts. 

" 10. All other papers and communications relating to 
" these cases ;— 
"with a view to the said documents, when. produced, 

being referred to the Select Committee now inquiring 
"into The State of the Magistracy.'" 

(Mr. Plun/cett.) 
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No. 
Page. 

Bench of Magistrates, Mudgee, to the Colonial Secretary, bringing under the notice of the 

Government the conduct of Dr. Harris, a Magistrate, in the case of a claim to a horse, 

preferred by William Caplin, and forwarding Depositions, &c, relating to the same. 

2 March, 1858 •. .. .. .. .. .. •. .. .. 8 

Affidavit of J. W. Devereaux, verifying certain facts. 15 March, 1858 .. .. .. 10 

Under Secretary to Mr. Harris, requesting him to furnish any observations he may desire 

to offer on the transaction. 25 March, 1858 .. .. .. .. •. .. .. 10 

Mr. Harris to Colonial Secretary, in reply. 2 April, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. 11 

Do. do. do. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 11 

Under Secretary to Mr. Harris, in continuation. 28 April, 1858 .. .. .. .. 12 

Under Secretary to the Bench, Mudgee, do. do. .. •. .. .. 13 

Mr. Justice Therry to the Colonial Secretary, suggesting certain proceedings to be taken 

in the case. 28 October, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 13 

Under Secretary to Mr. Harris. 5 November, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. 14 

Under Secretary to Captain Browne, late Police Magistrate at Mudgee. 5 November, 1858 15 

Under Secretary to Police Magistrate, Bathurs±. 5 November, 1858 .. .. .. 15 

14 

11 

/  
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DR. HARRIS. 
(CORRESPONDENCE IN REFERENCE TO HIS CONDUCT AS A MAGISTRATE OF THE TERRITORY.) 

No.1. 
THE BENCH OF MAGISTRATES, MTJDGEE, to.THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Mudgee, 2 Marc1, 1858. 
Sin, 

We do ourselves the honor to bring under the notice of the Government the 

conduct of Doctor Richard Harris, J.P., one of the Magistrates attending this Bench. 

The circumstances attending this case have already been laid before the Honorable 

the Attorney General for his advice, and we deem it advisable to transmit the whole of the 

documents for the consideration of the Government, together with the Honorable the 

Attorney General's opinion, without further comment of our own. 

We have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE W. BROWNE, P.M. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY- J. T. BELL, J.P. 

30 May, 1856. 
This is to ertify that I have sold to George Inder one bay colt, branded W C near 

shoulder, bald face, one hind foot white. 

Witness— 
BENJ. LEACH. 

his 
FREDERICK x TURVEY. 

mark 

INFORMATION (General Purposes.) 

New South Wales, 
Mudgee—to wit. 

Be it remembered, that on this seventeenth day of December, in the year of Our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, in the town of Mudgee, in the Colony of 
New South Wales, George Inder, of Guntawang, stockman, appears personally before me, the 
undersigned, one of Her Majesty's Justices duly assigned to keep the peace of Our Lady 
the Queen in and for the district of Mudgee and Territory of New South Wales, and on oath 
informs me, that on the seventeenth day of December, in the year of Our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven, instant, he saw in the possession of Richard Harris, of Oakfield, 
in the County of Phillip and Colony of New South Wales, a bay horse, branded W.C. on the 
near shoulder and UI on the off shoulder, and that the said horse is the property of him, the 
said George Inder, and was stolen from him within the last twelve months, at Mudgee 
aforesaid, contrary to the Act of the Governor and Legislative Council of the said Colony in 
such case made and provided: Whereupon the said George Inder prays that I, the said Justice, 
will proceed in the premises according to law. 

GEORGE INDER. 
Sworn at the Police Office of Mudgee, 
in the said Colony, on the day first 
above written, before me— 

ARCUD. BELL Cox, J. P. 

Mudgee, 
New South Wales, 

to wit. 

RICHARD HARRIS, Esq., J.P., appears on summons to answer the complaint of George 
Inder, for having in his possession a bay horse, branded WC near shoulder, and UI off 
shoulder; the said horse being the property of said George Inder. 

George Inder, being duly sworn, states :—About the 17th instant I was at Mr. Harris'; 
I saw a bay horse belonging to me there, branded WO near shoulder and GI off shoulder, 
bald face, and near hind foot white; I demanded the horse from Dr. Harris; I lost the horse 
from Mr. Wallace's yard about two or. threp months ago; I purchased the horse from 
Frederick Turvey—the receipt I now produce; I never disposed of the horse in any way. 

Cross-examined :—I swear the horse was stolen from Mr. Wallace's yard; Caplin 
claimed him as his property, and demanded him from me; I did• not demand from Caplin 
any money for bringing the horse in, or for the use of the paddock; I was not pre$eut when 

he 
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he took the horse away; I did not see the horse put into a box at Wallace's; I swear I did 
not go in and demand the halter from off the horse; the horse was taken away without my 
knowledge; I was summoned the same day for having the horse in my possession, being a 
stolen one; I was summoned before I took any steps against Caplin; the following morning 
I went to Captain Browne; I was brought before the Court on the summons; 1 knew the 
horse to have been the property of Caplin; I cannot swear if Caplin ever sold the horse; 
Caplin never gave me an order to deliver up the horse to Turvey; the horse was running at 
Guntawang; I never received an order from Caplin not to give up the horse; I gave £8 for 
the chance of the horse to Turvey; I value him at £40. 

GEORGE INDER. 
Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857— 

ROBERT LOWE, J. P. 
ARCHD. BELL Cox, J. P. 
MAT. BETTS, J. P. 
B. R. MACDONALD, J. P. 

Frederick Turvey, being duly sworn, states :—I sold a bay colt with a bald face to 
George Inder; it is two years next May; he was rising four years old, and branded WO 
near shoulder, and 01 off shoulder; I offered Inder X5 to get the horse in; he said it was 
too wet; I purchased the horse from Caplin, giving him a mare and a set of trace harness; 
the mare was branded FT on the off shoulder, and either a C or 0 on the near shoulder; the 
colt was running at Guntawang when I bought him, and Caplin was to pay for getting him 
in; I afterwards heard he was in the yard at Guntawang; Caplin told me to go for him; he 
gave me an order to receive the colt, and also one pound to pay to Inder; I paid the one 
pound, but I do not know what I did with the order; I was living at Caplin's at the time; 
I had the colt in my posession about eight days before he got away; Caplin lost the mare 
before I received the colt. 

Cross-examined :—Caplin did not pay me for breaking the colt in; there had been 
some money transactions between us; I owed Caplin £5, and gave him security; there was 
no person present when the receipt was drawn out; the security I gave him was the receipt 
for the colt; when a but I was building for Caplin was finished, I repaid him the £5 I 
borrowed from him; I consider the mare and harness worth £30. 

his 
FREDERICK x PURVEY. 

mark. 
Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857— 

ROBERT LOWE, J. P. 
ARCIID. BELL Cox, J. P. 
MAT. BETTS, J. P. 
D. R. MACDONALD, J. P. 

Thomas Gilneore, being duly sworn, states :—I was in Frederick Purvey's employment 
about two years ago; we were living in Caplin's house; Turvey had a bay colt in his 
possession, which he got after I left; I believe he exchanged with Caplin, giving a mare for 
him; I afterwards saw Caplin looking for the mare; I know nothing about the exchange of 
the horses, but I never heard Caplin say it was his property; Caplin offered me £1 to look 
for the mare. 

Cross-exaneined :—I was not with Turvey when he broke-in the colt; Turvey was 
working the mare two or three days; Turvey owned the mare at the time; I was not with 
Turvey when he was breaking in the colt; Turvey might have exchanged the mare for the 
colt previous to drawing in slabs without my knowledge, but he had not delivered up the 
mare after we drew in the slabs, and after I had left Turvey; Caplin offered me a pound to 
look after the mare, which was lost; he said he could not find her. 

his 
THOMAS x 0-ILMORE. 

mark. 
Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857— 

ROBERT LOWE, J. P. 
ARCHD. BELL Cox, J. P. 
MAT. BETTS, J. P. 

Robert Hunt, being duly sworn, states :—About two years ago Turvey had a bay colt, 
bald face, and white foot; I heard Caplin and Turvey talking about the colt; I do not know 
the particulars about what they were talking; I used to water the colt ofen; I believe he 
was Turvey's property; I heard Caplin and Turvey talking about the exchange when the 
mare was lost; both Turvey and myself looked after her; I do not know that Caplin looked 
after her; I heard Turvey ask Caplin one day about the receipt before they came to Court. 

his 
ROBERT x HUNT. 

mark. 
Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857— 

ROBERT LOWE, J. P. 
ARCHD. BELL (Jox, J. P. 
MATT. BETTS, J. P. 
Dii. R. NcpOuLp, J. P. 

John 
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Jo/in Joseph Mills, being duly sworn, states :—I was present about two months ago 
when Inder put up some horses at Wallace's Inn, Mudgee; I remember Caplin stopping the 
sale of a horse branded W 0—the horse in dispute; Caplin spoke to the auctioneer to stop 
the sale of the horse—he claimed it as his property; Inder was present, and asked who was 
to pay for the grass and the driving in of the horse; I advised Caplin to pay him for driving 
in the horse; he borrowed a sovereign from Mr. Heley, which I saw him tender to Inder; 
Inder refused it then, as I believe; Mr. Bell advised him not to take it; I asked Caplin if 
he was perfectly sure the horse was his—he said it was, he bred him, and he had never parted 
with him; I asked him, when he got the horse, if he would sell him—that I would give him 
£22 for him, when the dispute was ended; just before sun-down Caplin, Mr: Hayes, and 
Richards, came to me and asked if I would help them down with the horse; when Caplin 
claimed the horse Inder stated that it was his property, and on Caplin saying he would have 
him, Inder said, " Mind you do not take my halter with him"; Caplin took the horse out of 
Wallace's stable, and delivered him up to me, when I paid him for it; I did not notice Inder 
at the stable, but he was in the verandah when the horse was passing by; he might have 
seen him. 

Cross-exa,nzned:._..When Caplin first claimed the horse Inder stated that he had 
bought the chance of the horse; I heard Inder say to Caplin, who was to pay him for the 
trouble of getting in, and bringing the horse into Mudgee; I bought the horse for Dr. 
Harris; I think at the time he was worth about £22 or £23; I heard he had been handled; 
when I bought the horse for £22 I considered that it was about his value, considering the 
risk run in roping him. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857-.— 
JNO. JOS. MILLS. 

ROBERT LOWE, J.P. 
AitcuD. BELL Cox, J.P. 
MAT. BETTS, J.P. 
D.R. MACDONALD, J.P. 

Evan Richards, being duly sworn, states :—.-I recollect being at Wallace's Inn in 
October last; I also recollect Caplin stopping the sale of a horse branded WC; I was 
present at a conversation of Caplin and Inder; Caplin claimed the horse, and I heard Inder 
say who was to pay for the driving and the grass of the ho; it was after Caplin claimed 
the horse; the horse followed a mare I purchased into the stable; she was driven by Hayes 
and Fitzsimmons; [nder was in the yard; he told me to ride the mare, and the horse would 
follow; he saw us bringing the horse into the stable; when we were taking the horse away, 
Inder was present at the corner of the verandah; he saw the horse going away; he warned 
Caplin, in the yard, not to take horse away, after he saw Mr. Bell; he did not make any 
objection when the horse was going away; I think Inder said he had purchased the 
chance of the horse; he produced a receipt at the time; I was present when Caplin took the 
horse away; there was no person present to give Caplin possession; I think Hayes led the 
horse. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857— 
EVAN RICHARDS. 

ROBERT LOWE, J.P. 
Aucnn. BELL Cox, J.P. 
MAT. BETTS, J.P. 
P. R. MACDONALD, J.P. 

Thomas hayes, being duly sworn, states :—I was present at Wallace's yard when a 
horse was offered for sale, branded W0—Caplin's brand; Caplin stopped the sale; George 
Inder was going to sell the horse; Caplin claimed the horse as his property, and told Mr. 
Cox not to sell him; Inder said who was to pay him for bringing the horse into Mudgee; 
Caplin borrowed a pound from Mr. Heley, and was going to pay him, when Mr. Bell drove 
up; Inder then said he would see him again; I took the horse out of the yard; Inder was 
in the stable yard, and told me not to take the halter away; he told me two or three times 
not to take his halter; Inder was in the stable, or at the door with the horse; Harry,jhe 
groom, took the halter and gave it to Inder; Inder saw the horse going to Mills'; when 
Caplin claimed the horse he stopped the sale of it; if he had been mine I would have 
required £40 for him; when Caplin stopped the sale, Inder said he had bought the chance 
of him for £10; when Mr. Caplin had the horse taken to the stable he followed a mare, and 
I assisted to drive him; Inder was not there at the time, but he came to the stable after-
wards; all that Inder wanted was the halter, and so much for driving; he warned Caplin n 
the yard two or three times not to take him away; he did not put any obstacle in the way 
to our taking the horse after he had claimed the halter, and asked for compensation for 
driving. 

THOMAS HAYES. 
Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857— 

ROBERT LOWE, J.P. 
ARCED. BELL Cox, J.P. - 
MAT. BETTS, J.P. - 
P. R. MACDONALD, J.P. 

Jo/in Fitzsjmmong, being duly sworn, states :—I was in Mr. Wallace's yard about' two 
months ago, when a horse was put up, for sale by George Inder; the horse was claimed by 
William Caplin; Inder first refused to let the horse go, but afterwards said who was to pay 
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him for his touble, and that Caplin was not to take the haTter ; Inder did not afterwârd 
refuse to let the horse go; sues the party who informed Caplin that the horse was in the 

yard. JOHN FITZSINMONS. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, thi.30th Decemb3r, 1857—
ROBERT LowE, J.P. 
ARCIID. BELL Cox, J.P. 
MAT. BETTS, J.P. 
1). R. MACDONALD, J.P. 

Wtlliain Cuplin, being duly sworn, states :—I know the horse in dispute—he was 
bred by me; I never sold the horse to Frederick Turvey, nor did I exchange him for 
another; I once had a mare of Turvey's in my possession; 1 had her in security for £10 
I lent him; Turvey wanted me to exchange the colt for the mare; I refused; I gave authority 
to Turvey to get the colt from George Inder to break in the horse for me; after the horse 
was lost from Mudgee I sent a letter to Inder by Swords, the blacksmith, the purport of 
which was not to deliver the horse except to my order. 

Cross-exarnned :--I sold the horse to John Mills for £23, for Dr. Harris; it is a 

little better than two months ago; I do not recollect the exact date. 
B11 the Bench :—I sent £1 to Inder by Turvey when he brought the horse from 

Guuawang; I never offered Gilimore £1 to get the mare for me when lost 
WILLIAM CAPLIN. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857—
ROBERT LowE, J.P. 
AucliD. BELL Cox, J.P. 
MAT. BETS, J.P. 
D. B. MACDONALD, J.P. 

.2Wargarel Caplin, 
being duly sworn, states :—I recollect George Inder living at our 

house about two years ago, at the time the horse in question was lost; I warned him not to 
give the horse up to any person without a written order; I afterwards wrote a letter to that 
effect, and sent it to John Swords to deliver for George Inder. 

ross-exarnined :—Turvey once wanted to get the horse from my husband in exchange 
for a mare, but my husband refused; my husband had the mare from Turvey in security for 
5; Gillmore has been in our house, but I do not know if my husband saw him there. 

MARGARET CAPLIN. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857— - 

ROBERT LOWE, J.P. 
Andun. B LLCQX,, J.P. 
MAT. BETTS, J.P. 
D. B. MACDONALD, J.P. - 

DOCTOR HARRIS begs to state to the Bench, previous to any decision being given, that 
when he purchased the horse he was under the impression that he purchased the horse from 
John Joseph Mills, and that it was only within the last two days that he heard that the horse 
was obtained from Caplin by Mills, solely on his, Dr. Harris', account. 

Before us, at Mudgee, this 30th December, 1857— ROBERT LOWE, J.P. 
ARORD. BELL COX, J.P. 
MAT. BETTS, J.P. 
P. K. MACDONALD, J.P. 

Remanded for three weeks, for the opinion of the lion, the Attorney General. 
ROBT. LOWE, J.P. 

True Copy. 
ARCHD. BELL COX, J.P. 

ARCHD. BELL Cox, J.P. 

WILLIAM CAPLIN appears on summons charged with illegally detaining a receipt, the 
property of Frederick Turvey. 

Frederick Turvey, 
being duly sworn, deposeth :—The deposition now read is true and 

correct. 
Sworn leore us, at Mudgee, this 14th day of May, 1850— WILLIAM W. LOWE, J.P. 

RICHP. HARRIS, J.P. 

Case dismisssed. The Court consider they have no jurisdiction. 
WILLIAM W. LOWE, J.P. 
RIORD. HARRIS, J.P. 

Mude, 
New South Wales, 

to wit. 
Frederick Turvey, 

being duly sworn, deposeth :—About the month of October, 1855, 
I purchased from William Caplin, of Mudgee, a bay colt; I paid for the same a mare and 
trace harness; the colt was running at Guntawang. I received a receipt from Caplin, and 
an order to get the colt; the colt was given up to me, and I had him in my possession for one 
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one week, and then turned him out i.gaiñ; I was afterwards indebted to Caplin in the sum of 
five pounds, which he advanced to me as I was putting up a building for him, and, as 
security for the five pounds, I allowed him to retain possession of the receipt he originally 
gave me fr the colt;; I have completed my work with him, and the debt of five pounds is 
discharged; Caplin now refuses to return my receipt to me, and has sent word to the groom 
it Guntawang to refuse to let me have the colt; I have, therefore, suffered great oss by 
Caplin illegally detaining the receipt, and pray that he may be summoned to answer the c

l
harge. 

his 
FREDERICK x TURVEY. 

Sworn before me,$Mudgee, this 12th of May, 156— 
mark. 

RMACDQNALD,,J.P. 

Mudgee, - 
New South Wales, - 

FREDERICK TtJRVEY is charged with obtaining money under false pretences. 
deorge In1er, being duly sworn, states :—I am stockman in the employ of Mr. Rouse 

of Guntawang; about five years ago I branded a colt for William Caplin—a bay colt, bald 
face, one hind foot white; I branded him WC near shoulder; the colt was afterwards running 
at the \Varralle ; last Nay twelve months defendant gave me £1 for getting the horse in; 
after getting the horse in defendant and his wife took him.away; three or four months 
afterwards defendant lost the horse out of Mudgee, and I purchased the chance of him, 
thinking he would come back on the run if he was not stolen; I gave eight pounds for the 
chance, and produce the receipt before the Court; about two months ago I got the horse in 
and brought him into Mudgee—it was the same horse I bought from Frederick Turvey; 
when I brought the horse into Mudgee for sale he was claimed by William Caplin when put 
up for sale; Mr. Rouse offered me £35 for him in Mudgee; Caplin went and took the horse 
out of the yard; I did not see Caplin take the horse out of the yard, but he told me that he 
had sold him to Dr. Harris for £20; when I bought the horse from defendant he told me 
that he had swapped a mare for the horse with Caplin. 

By Dejendant' A1to-nçy :—When I gave the horse up to defendant, in 1856, I did 
so upon his stating that he had an order from Caplin to receive him; Mr. Rouse was present; 
I knew defendant and Caplin; they were not strangers to me; I saw Caplin afterwards, and 
told him the defendant had the colt. 

By the Bench :—t the same time to my knowledge the defendant had the colt in 
Mudgee, breaking him in; Caplin knew well defendant had it. 

By Defendant Attorney :—.It was the same colt that I purchased that defendant 
was breaking in at Mudgee when I saw Caplin. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 17th December, 1857— GEORGE INDER. 

ARORD. BELL Cox, J.P. 

William Caplin, being duly sworn, states :—I reside in Mudgee; I remember a bay 
horse being put up for sale at Mudgee about two months ago; George Inder put the horse 
up; bay horse, branded WC near shoulder, on the off shoulder UI, white down the face, 
and there might be a little white on the legs; I claimed the horse from George Inder for 
myself; I bred the horse at Guntawang at Mr. Rouse's; I never sold the horse to any 
person; I never exchanged the horse with any one; I sent the defendant to Guntawang for 
the horse; he was to break him in for me, but no bargain was made as to what I was to pay 
him; it is the same horse that defendant was to break in for me that I afterwards claimed 
from George Inder; I have since sold the horse to John Mills; Dr. Harris has got the horse 
now, I believe. 

By Defendant'.g Attorney :—About two years ago defendant was putting up a hut for 
me; I gave defendant £1 to give to Inder to gt the horse, and to bring him into Mudgee; 
the horse has not been in my possession since; I recollect defendant having a mare branded 
FT on one shoulder, and another brand on the other shoulder; I never offered any reward 
to any person to bring the mare into Mudgee; I never offered £1 to any one about her; 
I never offered it to Thomas Gillmore; I have been in this Court before on account of the 
FT mare Mr. Broadribb has been examining me on; it was about the receipt for that mare; 
defendant brought me before the Court; it was after defendant brought the horse from 
Guntawang; I never had any conversation with Mr. Gilimore about defendant giving me an 
old mare for a young colt; the horse I took out of Wallace's yard is rising seven years old. 

By the Bench :—I sent a message to George Inder at Guntawang not to let any 
person have the colt unless I came for it myself; the colt had been branded, but was not 
broken in to harness. 

By the Court :—No receipt ever passed between defendant and myself; defendant, I 
believe, stated he had a receipt, but there never was any; I never purchased any harness 
from defendant, but when he went away from my place he left behind an old trace harness, 
which was no good; the harness is now at my place, and it has never been used since 
defendant left it; .1 did not give defendant anything for bringing the horse from Guntaw g, an 
but I was to pay him for breaking him in; and afterwards, if I did not require the horse, I 
was to let defendant have the use of him for three months. 

- 
WILLIAM CAPLIN. 

Sworn before us at Mudgee, this 17th Dccembér,1857_ 
W. BROWNE, P.M. 
ARCHD. BELL Cox, J.P. 

Tiloma., 
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Thomas Gillinore, being duly sworn, states :—I reside in Mudgee; I know defendant; 
about two years ago I was on the Barwin with him, and came with him into Mudgee; I 
know William Caplin; I recollect a bay mare defendant brought in with him from the 
Barwin—she was branded F 'U off shoulder, and a ,single U or C on near shoulder; I saw 
Caplain with the mare, but I never heard him say he got the mare; he was looking after 
the mare in the bush; he afterwards told me the mare was lost, and he would give me a pound 
to go and get her; I have seen defendant with a bay colt; he told me he g3t it from 
Guntawang; he said he had given Caplin the mare he brought from the Barwin for the colt. 

By Proseentor's Attorney :—I 
saw Caplin looking after the mare several limes; he 

told me he was looking after her; it is about two years ago since defendant told me that 
Caplin had exchanged the colt for the, mare; it was the time the colt was being broken in, 

and in defendant's possession. 
By the Bench :---It was just after this time I left defendant's service, and have not 

been in it since. his 
THOMAS x GILMORE. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 17th December, 1857— 
mark 

W. BROWNE, P. M. 
AItCHD. BELL Cox, J.P. 

Robert Hunt, being duly sworn, states :- I am in the employ of the defendant; I 
was in Mudgee with him about two years ago; I recollect a bay colt in defendant's 
possession; I have frequently taken him to water; I have heard defendant say that he got 
the colt from Caplin in exchange for a mare; I heard a conversation between defendant and 
Caplin, at Caplin's own house, about the exchange; the conversation took place after the 
colt was lost by defendant; defendant and myself had been looking for the colt a couple of 
days; defendant had no other colt but the one he had from Caplin. 

By the Bench :—When the colt was lost he was hobbled out and had a halter on him. 

By Prosecutor's Attorney :—I have not had any conversation about what I was to 

say coming into Court; but I spoke to Thomas Gilimore about it. 
his 

ROBERT x HUNT. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 17th December, 1857— 
mark 

W. BjtowNE, P. M. 
ARCHD. BELL Cox, J. P. 

Case dismissed. 
W. Bu0WNE, P. M. 

Mudgee, 
New South Wales, 

To Wit. 
BE it remembered, that on the 26th day of October, A.D., 1857, George Inder, of Guntawang, 
came personally before me, William Browne, Esq., Police Magistrate for the District of 
Mudgee, and upon oath states,—that on the 30th day of May, 1856, Frederick Turvey 
obtained the sum of eight pounds from me under false pretences; the said Frederick Turvey 
having falsely represented to me that he had a bay colt running at Guntawang, branded WO 
near shoulder, and which he. sold to me for the sum mentioned, and which said horse has 

since been claimed by William Caplin. 
Deponent prays a warrant may be issued for his apprehension. 

GEORGE INDER. 

Sworn before me, at Mudgee, this 26th October, 1857-

-W. BuowE, P. M. 

422 
Mudgee, 27th October, 1857. 

Received from John Joseph Mills the sum of Twenty-two pounds sterling, for a bay 
horse, blaze down face, branded WC on the near shoulder and UI on the off shoulder, my 

property. 
Received payment, 

WILLIAM CAPLIN. 
Witness,— 

THOMAS HATES. 

INFORMATION (General Purposes.) 

New South Wales, 
to wit 

Be it remembered, that on this eighth day of October, in the year of Our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, in the town of Mudgee, in the Colony of New 
South Wales, William Caplin, of Mudgee, appears personally before me, the undersigned, one 
of Her Majesty's Justices duly assignd to keep the peace of Our Lady the Queen in and for 
the town of Mudgee and Territory of New South Wales, and on oath informs me that on the 
seventh day of October, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, 
I observed in Mr. Wallace's yard, town of Mudgee, a bay horse, branded with my brand on 
the near shoulder, W. C., which horse was running at Guntawang, and was my property; the 

said 
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said horse was offered for sale by George Inder, and claimed by him, and was also branded 
with George Indcr's brand—G-.I off shoulder—contrary to the Act of the Governor and 
Legislative Council of the said Colony, in such case made provided: Whereupon the said 
William Caplin prays that I, the said Justice, will proceed in the premises according to law. 

Sworn at the town of Mudgee, in the said Colony, 
WILLIAM C APLIN. 

 
on the day first above written, before me, 

W. BROWNE, P. M. 

Mudgec, 
New South Wales, 

to wit. 

GEORGE INDELI is charged in having had in his possession a horse, the property of William 
Caplin, of Mudgee. 

William Caplin, being duly sworn, states :—I recollect the 7th instant; I was in 
Mr. Wallace's yard;  I saw a horse in possession of defendant—a bay horse, branded with 
my brand on the near shoulder, WC; the said horse was also branded GI off shouldei; I 
claimed the horse, when defendant demanded payment from me for bringing the horse from 
Guntawang; I offered him payment; he did not take it; he gave no reason ; he did not 
refuse to give me the horse; lie gave him up to me and demanded the halter; I then sold 
the horse; I swear positively the horse was my property; it is more than twelve months 
since I lost the horse; the brand UI, to the best of my belief, is fresh, not more than three 
months old. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 14th day of October, 1857— 
WILLIAM CAPLIN. 

RIOHD. HARRIS, J. P. 
W. BROWNE, P. M. 

Benjamzn Lear/i, being duly sworn, states :—The receipt now produced is in my 
handwriting, and I witnessed the sale of the horse, or rather the chance of the horse, between 
Frederick Turvey and George Inder. The receipt is dated the 30th May, 1856. 

Sworn before us, at Mudgee, this 14th October, 1857— 
BENJ. LEACH. 

RICHARD HARRIS, J. P. 
W. BROWNE, P. M. 

The Court award the horse to be the property of William Caplin. 
RICHARD HARRIS, J. P. 
W. BROWNE, P.M. 

Letter from the Bench of Magistrates, Mudgee, to the Attorney General. 

Police Qffice, Mudgee, 

Sir, 
16 Janvary, 1858. 

We have the honor to enclose depositions taken in the case "Inder versus 
Richard Harris, J. P.," on which a difference of opinion exists on the Bench. 

We have to request you will be pleased to advise us of the proper way to proceed in 
the matter. 

We wish to draw your attention to the fact that Richard Harris, J. P., has been one 
of the Magistrates adjudicating twice in this ease; that he purchased this horse, and one 
week after the purchase sat on the Bench with the P. M., and awarded the horse to be the 
property of William Caplin, from whom he had previously bought him. 

The reason the P. Al. was not on the Bench was, that he was subpnaed by Richard 
Harris, J. P., as a witness, and afterwards not called. The circumstance of the receipt 
differing twenty days as to date of actual transaction, and the amount also differing £1 as 
sworn by Caplin, leads us to believe a great deal of false swearing has taken place in the 
matter; and we should be glad to have your opinion, in order to carry out the ends of 
justice. 

&c., 
The Attorney General, 

We have, 
A. B. COX, J. P. 

Sydney. R. LOWE, J. P. 

Attorney General's Qffice, 

Gentlemen, 
Sydney, 25 February, 1858. 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 16th ultimo, covering 
depositions of the case named in the marcrin as well as other papers relating to the same Richard Iiarrir, 

for havin matter, now returned, I am directed to state that it appears to the Attorney General that i 
the case against Dr. Harris ought to be dismissed. There is nothing to shew that ho stole a cerIain berse. 
the horse, or received it knowing it to have been stolen, or had it in his possession under 
circumstances which he has not been able to account for to the satisfaction of the Justices. 
But, although the Attorney General is of this opinion, he at the same time thinks that if 
Dr. Harris purchased the horse, either by himself or an agent, from Caplin on the 7th October, 
and afterwards sat and adjudicated upon a charge brought by Caplin against Inder, respect- 
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ing the same horse, and then joined in directing the horse to be delivered to Caplin, his 
conduct has been highly irregular and improper. It is, in the opinion of the Attorney 
General, in part of the duty of a Justice of the Peace to decide finally upon the question of 
ownership in such a case as the present, and the direction to give the horse to Caplin was 
entirely extra-judicial, and of no binding effect. It is open to Inder, notwithstanding such 
direction, to sue Dr. Harris or any one else who may have the horse, and if he can shcw his 
title he will of course recover. If, however, the Justices had the power to decide the question 
of ownership, Dr. Harris' conduct in acting in his own case (if he did so act) is, the Attorney 
General considers, quite inexcusable; and, should it be formally brought before the Govern-
ment, and substantiated, it will, lie thinks, be the duty of the Executive to take further 

proceedings in the matter. r.. 
W. E. PLUNKETT, 

The Bench of Magistrates, Secretary to Law Department. 

Mudgee. 

No. 2. 

In the Colony of New South Wales, COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS. 
Mudgee, to wit. 

Between WILLIAM CAPLIN, Gomplainant, 

and 

GEORGE INnER, Defendant. 

ON the fifteenth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, JOHN 

WALTER DEVEREUX, of Mudgee, in the County of Wellington and Colony of New South 

Wales, Solicitor, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith :- 

I was present at the Court House in the town of Mudgee on the 14th day of October, 

in the year 1857, when Richard Harris, of Oakfield (near Mudgee) in the County of Phillip 

and said Colony, Esquire, one of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the said Colony, sat 

upon the Bench of Magistracy in the said Court House, Mudgee, assembled thereat in Petty 

Sessions (he, the said Richard Harris, and William Winfred Browne, Esq., Police Magistrate, 

being then the only presiding Magistrates), and adjudicated in the above cause of disputed 

property in a horse, and awarded the said horse so in dispute to be the property of the above 

complainant, William Caplin--he, the said Richard Harris, having previous to the said 14th 

day of October, as appeared by the evidence of the said Richard Harris, William Caplin, and 

John Joseph Mills, at a subsequent trial that took place concerning the ownership of the 

said horse in the said Court at Mudgee, on oath given, purchased the said horse from the said 

William Caplin, and then having at the time of the adjudication and award abovenientioned 

the said horse in his possession, and he the said Richard Harris knowing at the time he pur-

chased the said horse that the said horse was in dispute as aforesaid; and I was present at 

and heard the evidence of the said Richard Harris, William Caplin, and John Joseph Mills, 

aforesaid. JOHN W. DEVEREUX. 

Sworn by the deponent on the day first herein written, 
at Mudgee, before me. 

W. BROWNE, 

A Commissioner of Affidavits. 

No. 3. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to H. HARRIS, E5Q. 

Colonial Secretary's Ojfice, 

Sydney, 25 March, 1858. 

SIR, 
I am directed to inform you that the Bench of Magistrates, Mudgee, have com- 

plained that having purchased a horse from one Caplin, you afterwards sat and adjudicated 

upon a charge brought by Caplin against one Inder respecting the same horse, and joined in 

directing the horse to be delivered to Caplin; and to request that you will favor the Colonial 

Secretary with any observations you may desire to make relative to the transaction above 

hluded to. 
i nave, ace., 

RICHARD HARRIS, ESQ., J. P., W. ELYARD. 

Mudgee. 

No. 4. 
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No.4 

R. HARRIS, ESQ., to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Oakfield, Mudgee, 

SIR, 
2 April, 1858. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from your Office, 

bearing date 25th ultimo, referring to a complaint made by the Bench of Magistrates " that 

I had purchased a horse from one Caplin, and afterwards adjudicated upon a charge brought 

by Caplin against one Inder respecting the said horse, and joined in directing the horse to be 

" delivered to Caplin." 

In reply, I beg leave to state that you have been greatly misled in supposing that the 

complaint in question originated, or even conveyed the sentiments of the majority of the 

Magistrates of this District. Inquiry will show that it has emanated from two only—

Messrs. Browne and A. Cox. 

I never purchased a horse from Caplin, as the receipt which I received with the horse 

in question from John J. Mills, from whom I did purchase the horse, will shew, and which 

receipt I produced to the Bench, who still retain it. 

On the morning on which the case referred to was heard, I had had a serious difference 

with Captain Browne, late P.M., and when the case was called on he proceeded to adjudicate 

on the case, without the slighest reference to me. He did not even ask my opinion on the 

case, but delivered his own decision. After his having done so, I merely asked who was to 

have the horse, stating that he was then in my possession. Captain Browne said, "Of course 

the horse is Caplin's." - 

Without consideration I signed the depositions along with others, and for this inad-

vertency, malicious persons are endeavoring to degrade me, by having me struck out of the 

Commission of the Peace. 

I have been kept in perfect ignorance of the nature of the complaint made against me, 

having heard nothing of it but what the letter from your office conveys. I have applied for 

copies at the Police Office, and been refused. The letters in question do not appear on the 

records of the Court. Of the four Magistrates who sat on the case, two of them have never 

seen it or joined in censuring me, and if the third has signed it, it has been after repeated 

refusals. 

The determination to prevent "that fellow from sitting again on the Bench, and that 

" no means shall be left untried to deprive him of his Commission," has been openly dis-

cussed by Messrs. Browne and A. Cox. 

If the Magistrates of the district are called upon to express their individual opinion 

of my conduct as a Magistrate or a gentleman since I came to reside in this neighbourhood, 

I entertain no fear of the result. 
I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE RICHD. HARRIS. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 5. 
R. HARRIS, EsQ., to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Oakfield, Mucigee, 

Sin, 
2 April, 1858. 

I beg leave to forward, for your information, the following narrative, which 

could not be well combined with my reply to your communication of the 25th ultimo. 

On the morning on which the inquiry was made about Caplin's horse, while sitting 

on the Bench a Mr. Thomas came into the Court, having his face and hands much cut and 

disfigured, and applied to me for a summons for Captain Browne, who had not only assaulted 

him himself but had set a fierce mastiff dog on him, who had torn him in the way he 

appeared. 

On taking his information, it appeared that the assault was committed in a public 

house that morning, between one and two o'clock. Captain Browne was, of course, very 

indignant at the idea of being summoned before his own Court, and after having placed 
- ................................. - every 
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every obstacle in my way he could, at last he stood up in the Court and declared he would 

not allow me to issue the summons, or have the time of the Court taken up with such 

matters. (There was at the time no other business before the Court) 

He declared before witness that "that fellow should not again sit on the Bench, and 

that he would find means to strike me out of the Commission." 

From this time his persecution of me commenced, and having found a willing 

assistant in Mr. Archd. Cox, my isiadvertancy in signing those depositions was fixed on as 

the first point of attack. 

A warrant had been issued by him against one Turvey, for stealing this horse and 

selling him to Inder. When Turvey was arrested, Caplin, who ought to have been the 

prosecutor, was excluded from the Court, and after all the evidence was taken he was called 

in and examined as a witness, without having any opportunity afforded him of even hearing 

what had been sworn to by Turvey's witnesses; and as be did not contradict 'what he never 

heard, Turvcy was discharged, and the former decision reversed. 

Captain Browne then issued a summons to me for having this horse of Inder's illegally 

in my possession. When the case was called, the majority of the Bench declined to hear it, 

and on Captain Browne still persisting they left the Court. He and Mr. A. Cox then pro-

ceeded with the case, and, although I remonstrated at the unseemliness of Captain Browne 

rescinding his former decision, he still persisted, until one of his friends remonstrated with 

him; he then postponed the case. For daring to address the Bench he told one of his friends 

he could scarcely refrain from committing me to the lock-up. When again called there were 

four Magistrates sitting—Messrs. R. Lowe, Dr. Macdonald, M. Betts, and A. Cox. The last 

was more like a prosecuting council than a Judge. Everything that his ingenuity could 

twist to my disadvantage he did fully; and when he could not find facts he supplied 

insinuations. Messrs. Lowe and Macdonald wished to dismiss the case, Turvey having failed 
'-I 

to produce a particle of evidence that he ever was legally possessed of the horse, and that 

Inder knew that the horse was Caplin's when he bought it from Turvcy. 

Messrs. Betts and Cox wished for the Attorney General's opinion on the subject. 

The depositions lay on the table for three weeks, Mr. Lowe refusing to sign or be 

made a catspaw of in such squabbles; Mr. Betts and Dr. Macdonald were never asked to sign, 

and never saw the accompanying letter. When Mr. A. Cox returned to Mudgee he was deter-

mined the matter should not drop, and I believe induced Mr. Lowe to sign it. 

Messrs. Betts and Macdonald both declared to me that they had no intention of cen-

suring my conduct in the matter; Mr. B. Lowe I have had no opportunity of speaking to. 

I have been kindly asked by some of my brother Magistrates—who deeply sympathize 

with me—to write to them, asking their opinions of my conduct as a Magistrate and a gen- '-I 

tleman since I came into this district; but, trusting to a conscience void of offence, it is not 

my intention to trouble them, except my enemies should seem to prevail. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE RICHD. HARRIS. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 6. 
Tim UNDER SECRETARY to B. HARRIS, ESQ. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sia, - 
Sydney, 28 April, 1858. 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant, reporting on 

a complaint preferred against you by the Bench of Magistrates, Mudgee, of your having 

purchased a horse from one Caplin, and afterwards adjudicated upon a charge brought by 

Caplin against one Inder respecting the said horse, and joined in directing the horse to be 

delivered to Caplin, I am directed to inform you that the Government, having considered 

your explanation, see no reason to believe that you acted corruptly or with any improper 

motive; and that as you distinctly deny the imputation, the case does not appear to be one 

calling for action on the part of the Government. 
I have, &c., 

JIOIIARD HARRIS, ESQ, J.P. W. ELYARD. 

Mudgee. 

No. 7. 
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No. 7. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE BENCH OF MAGISTRATES, MUDGEE. 

Uolonial Secretary's Office, 

GENTLEMEN, Sydney, 28 April, 1858 

Referring to your letter of the 2nd ultimo, complaining of Richard Harris, 

Esq., J.P., having purchased a horse from one Caplin, and afterwards adjudicated upon a 

charge brought by Caplin against one Inder respecting the said horse, and joined in directing 

the horse to be delivered to Caplin; I am directed to inform you, that the Government, 

having considered the explanation that has been obtained from Dr. Harris on the subject, see 

no reason to believe that he acted corruptly, or with any improper motive; and that as he 

distinctly denies the imputations, the ease does not appear to be one calling for action on the 
part of the Government. 

I have, &c., 
THE BENCH OF MAGISTRATES, 

W. ELYARD. 
Mudgee. 

No. 8. 
MEMO. 

In consequence of certain observations made in the Legislative Assembly on the 

22nd of October, the Colonial Secretary requested Mr. Justice Therry to furnish to the 
Government his Notes upon the trial of Inder v. Harris, in reply to which request the Judge 
addressed the following letter to him 

Supreme .C?ourt, 

Sir, 28 October, 1858. 

The magisterial part borne by Dr. Harris respecting a disputed claim to a horse 
by Inder v. Caplin, came before me, but incidentally in the action of Inder v. Harris. All 
that was requisite for Inder to prove at the trial before me was, that the horse was his 
property, and that it was in the possession of Harris, who refused to give him up. 

These points were established to the satisfaction of the jury, and Inder obtained a 
verdict. The circumstances that transpired referable to the points of your inquiry are 
these :—The horse was sold by Caplin, one of the claimants to the horse, on or about the 
7th of October, at Mudgee, to John Mills for £22. Caplin deposed that at the time he sold 
the horse to Mills he sold it to him as Dr. Harris' agent, and that Mills told him on the 
day of the sale he had bought the horse for Harris. Mills confirmed this statement, and 
stated that he (Mills) paid for the horse, that he delivered the horse to Harris, and Harris 
repaid him. These statements tended to establish a purchase by the agency of Mills per 
Harris from Caplin, in whose favor in a week afterwards, the 14th of October, Dr. Harris 
along with the Police Magistrate, adjudicated in a disputed claim between Caplin v. Inder. 

The Court award the horse to be the property of Win. Caplin." 

"ROBERT HARRIS, J.P. 
"WM. BROWN, J.P." 

At this time the horse was in Harris' possession, and if Mills was bonafide his 
agent, Harris was virtually the owner of the horse from the 7th instant, the date of the 
sale to Mills by Caplin. 

Among the papers sent from your oce I observe one (Harris' letter of the 2nd 
April, 1858, which was not however used in evidence at the trial,) in which Dr. Harris 
states he signed this paper inadvertently, and that he stated at the time of the adjudication 
the horse was then in his possession; and, moreover, he states subsequently that he was not 
aware at the time of the sale to Mills it was a purchase solely on his account. It is due 
further to Dr. Harris to state, that his counsel (Holroyd) placed him as a vitness in the box 
to be examined by the plaintiff's counsel, Mr. Dailey, but no questions were put to him by 
either counsel. For the interests of his client it was, no doubt, immaterial to Mr. Dailey 
whether the conduct of the Magistrates had been meritorious or otherwise. 

It is worthy of remark, however, that as no questions were put to him I had no 
means of knowing whether he was ready to deny or admit the agency of Mills, or to state 
the circumstances under which he became possessed of the horse, and the precise time he 
got possession of him. Perhaps the most unfavorable fact in the case, or at least one 
principally requiring satisfactory explanation, is the receipt dated the 27th of October, and  
for this reason :—The sale to Mills, as the agent of Harris, was on the 7th, and Harris 
admits that at the time of the adjudication—on the 14th of October—the horse was in his 
possession. If it was not then his by purchase, the question suggests itself how did the 
horse happen then to be in his possession at all? If the receipt was prepared with the view 
of showing that the sale to Mills by Caplin did not take place until the 27th of October, it 
would, no doubt, have the effect of showing that Mills only became owner of the horse by 
purchase at that date, and that Harris purchased subsequently from him; but if this were 
the real transaction, there was no reason or necessity why Dr. Harris should excuse himself 
for having inadvertently signed the depositions, and adjudicated on the 14th instant, for 
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then he had no property in the horse, yet it was in his possession. Without further inquiry, 
however, the circumstances, in my opinion, do not appear with sufficient fulness and clearness 
to justify so strong a measure as the removal of Dr. Harris from the Commission of the Peace. 
I venture to suggest some questions, the answers to which by Mills and Dr. Harris would 
more satisfactorily reveal the true character of the case than it has been hitherto disclosed, 
either in the proceedings before the Magistrates, or at the trial at Bathurst. 

Questions suggested to be put to lIills. 

In what manner or words did Harris authorize you to buy the horse from Caplin? 
On what day did you give possession of the horse to Harris, and was payment 

made by him to you on the day you gave him possession? And, further, was payment by 
yourself to Caplin made on the 27th of October, as the receipt for the horse purports, or 

previously? 
In what way did Harris come to know that Caplin had a horse to sell in Mudgee 

on the 7th of October?--and what passed between you and him on that day, or on any 

previous or subsequent days respecting the horse? 
Did Harris, in directing you to purchase the horse, reserve a price—that is, if the 

horse did not go beyond a certain price you were to buy it for him; and if so, what was the 

reserved price? 
I further venture to suggest, that the Police Magistrate, Captain Browne, should be 

asked if at the time of the adjudication Dr. Harris apprised him that he (Dr. Harris) had 

the horse in his possession? 

Questions to be proposed to Dr. Harris. 

Had you any, and, if any, what communication with Mills, as to the purchase of 

Caplin's horse, on or about the 7th of October, 1857 ? 
Did you authorize him, directly or indirectly, to purchase him for you? 
On what day and date did you get possession of the horse, and pay for him? 
If the horse was in your possession, as it is admitted by your letter of the 2nd 

of April, 1858, to have been, on the day of the adjudication—the 14th October—how did 
it so happen to be in your possession if the horse was not then yours? 

As Dr. Harris was not examined at the trial, I think it reasonable he should be 
afforded an opportunity of making any further exculpatory or explanatory statement he may 

think proper respecting the adjudication, the possession of the horse, 
and the receipt of the 

27th of October. I have, &c., 
B. THERRY. 

The Honorable  
The Colonial Secretary, 

&c., &o., &e. 

No. 9. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to R. HARRIS, ESQ. 

Colonial Secretarg's Office, 

Sydne$j, 5 November, 1858. 

Sin, 
The attention of the Government having been again called to the circumstances 

under which you adjudicated in the case of a disputed claim to a horse between William 

Caplin and George Inder, heard before the Mudgee Bench on the 14th October, 1857, I am 

directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you, with reference to my letter of the 28th 

April last, that it is considered necessary to obtain a further explanation from you, and to 

afford you an opportunity of showing whether the censures which have been passed upon you 

with reference to this case are deserved; and to request that you will favor him with answers 

to the following questions, viz 
1st. Had you any, and, if any, what communication with Mills as to the purchase 

of Caplin's horse on or about 7th October, 1857? 

2nd. Did you authorize him, directly or indirectly, to purchase him for you ? 

3rd. On what day and date did you get possession of the horse and pay for him? 

4th. If the horse was in your possession, as it is admitted by your letter of the 2nd 

April, 1858, to have been, on the day of the adjudication—the 14th October—

how did it so happen to be in your possession if the horse was not then yours? 

2. 
I am directed at the same time to request that you will submit any further 

exculpatory or explanatory statement you may think proper respecting the adjudication, the 

possession of the horse, and the receipt of 27th October. I have, &c., 

RICHARD HARRIS, ESQ., J.P. 
W. ELYARD. 

No. 10. 
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No. 10. 

THE UNDER SECRETA1IY to W. BROWN, ESQ. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 5 November, 1858. 
SIR, 

Referring to the correspondence that took place while you were Police 

Magistrate at Mudgee respecting a complaint preferred against Richard Harris, Esq., J. P., 

relative to a horse purchased by him from one Caplin, and to the proceedings before yourself 

and that gentleman on the 14th October, 1857, in the case Inder v. Caplin, when he joined 

with you in awarding the horse to Caplin as his property, I am directed to inquire whether 

at the time of such adjudication Dr. Harris apprised you that he had the horse in his 

possession. 
I have, &ó., 

WILLIAM BROWN, Esq., W. ELYARD. 

Police Magistrate, 

Louisa Creek. 

No. 11. 

TUE UNDER SECRETARY to THE PoLICE MAGISTRATE, BATHURST. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 5 November, 1858. 
Sin, - 

In a case. of a disputed claim to a horse between William Caplin and George 

Inder, which was heard before the Mudgee Court on the 14th October, 1857, Dr. Harris, a 

Magistrate of the Territory, and the then Police Magistrate, Mr. Brown, adjudicated, and it 

has since been made a charge against Dr. Harris that the horse was at that time his own 

property, having been purchased for him at Mudgee, by John Mills, for £22, on or about the 

7th of the same month. It has been stated by Dr. Harris that the horse was in his possession 

at the time of the adjudication, and that he was not aware at the time of the sale to Mills it 

was a purchase solely on his account. The receipt given by Caplin to Mills also bears date 

the 27th October. 

This case has already, as you are aware, formed the subject of inquiry, but the 

attention of the Government having been again drawn to the course taken by Dr. Harris on 

the occasion referred to, it is the wish of the Colonial Secretary—as you are acquainted in 

some degree with the case, and are in no respect connected with the parties—that you should 

assist the Government in arriving at a satisfactory decision in the matter. I am, therefore, 

desired to request that you will obtain the attendance of Mills before you, in order to put to 

him the questions contained in the enclosed paper; and that in returning this document with 

the answers of Mills, you will favor Mr. Cowper with your opinion of the transaction. The 

point on which clear information is most required is: did Dr. Harris, through the agency of 

Mills, purchase the horse on or about the 7th October, and on the 14th award it to Caplin, 

from whom it wasso bought, there being a disputed claim to the horse between Caplin and 

Inder. 
I have, &c., 

THE POLICE MAGISTRATE, W. ELYARD. 

Bathurst. 

Questions to be put to Jolla Joseph Mills. 

1st. In what manner or words did Harris authorize you to buy the horse from Caplin? 
2nd. On what day did you give possession of the horse to Harris, and was payment 

made by him to you on the day you gave him possession; and, further, was payment by 
yourself to Caplin made on the 27th of October, as the receipt for the horse purports, or 
previously? 

3rd. In what wa did Harris come to know that Caplin had a horse to sell in 
Mudgee on the 7th of October, and what passed between you and him on that day, or on 
any previous or subsequent days, respecting the horse? 

4th. Did Harris, in directing you to purchase the horse, reserve a price; that is, 
if the horse did not go beyond a certain price you were to buy it for him; and, if so, what 
was the reserved price? 
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1858. 

Aleatolatibe armoutbigy. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

MR. C. W. BUCKNELL. 
(PRAYING INQUIRy AND REDRESS.) 

Oi'clerecl by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 1 October, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of Charles Wentworth Bucknell, of Mungyer, in the Gwydir District, grazier,—_. 

HUMBLY SFIEWETtI,_, 

That your Petitioner was one of the earliest settlers in the Gwydir District, 
where be has been a licensed occupant of Crown Lands for the last fifteen years. 

That on the sixth day. of October, 1857, two persons, whom recent circumstances 

have discovered to be Police Detectives, presented themselves at your Petitioner's station, as 

men seeking emplOyment, and that your Petitioner hired them at an agreed rate of wages for 
general work on his stations. 

That these Police Detectives, named respectively Edward Lloyd Lewis and John 

Abergail, remained in your Petitioner's employment about ten weeks, say from the 6th 

October to the 15th December, 1857, about which latter date they were paid their Ivages, 
and discharged. 

That on the morning of the 18th June, 1858, after an interval of six months from 

the discharge of said Detectives as hired servants, your Petitioner and his brother, Francis 

Newenham Bucknell, being then at the station of Mungycr, were arrested on a warrant 

issued by Mr. David Forbes, Police Magistrate of this City, at the instance of 
Mr. Arthur Hunter Palmer, the general superintendent for Mr. Henry Danger, and were taken by said 

Detective Lewis and two Policemen, in handcuffs, a distance of seventy-five miles to the 
Lock-up at Wee Wan, and there confined. 

That, on the 22nd June, 1858, your Petitioner with his brother aforesaid, were 

brought before the Police Magistrate, then sitting at Wee Waa, to answer a charge preferred 

by the said A. H. Palmer, and supported by said Detective Lewis, for stealing, on the 16th 

Octobar, 1857, a bullock, alleged to be branded HD conjoined, and alleged to be the pro. 
perty of the said Henry Danger. 

That the case, a.fter a second hearing on the 25th June, was adjourned for a further 

hearing to the 20th July, 1858, when it was brought before a Bench of Magistrates, con-

sisting of the Police Magistrate, Mr. Andrew Doyle, and Mr. Thomas Dangar,_th
e  last 

named Magistrate being a nephew of the gentleman whose bullock was alleged to be stolen. 

That during the course of the last mentioned hearing of the case, the Police Magis-

trate, Mr. A. C. S. Rose, conducted himself in a grossly partial, unfair, and inequitable 

manner, permitting himself to be influenced by the language and personal demeanour of the 
prosecutor_....the 

 said A. H. Palmer—then present, to the injury of your said Petitioner and 

his brother, and in such wise as to interfere with the due course ofjustice; and, in particula
r, 

that the said A. C. S. Rose, acting as Clerk of the Bench as well as Police Magistrate, 
532— 

refused 
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refused to take down, although urgently requested by your Petitioner, (who was without 

legal assistance), certain material evidence elicited from Detective Lewis, which bore on your 

Petitioner's defence; and further, that your Petitioner, under pressure of such unfair pro-

ceedings, handed protests, in writing, to the said A. C. S. Rose on two several occasions, 

which protests your Petitioner believes to be in the office of the Honorable the Attorney 

General. 
That your Petitioner and his brother, after a most unfair hearing, were committed by 

the Magistrates aforesaid to take their trial on a charge of felony, at the Maitland Assizes, 

on the 13th instant. 
That your Petitioner and his brother were tried before Mr. Justice Dickinson on the 

16th instant; that at the close of the case for the Crown, without being called upon for 

their defence, His Honor directed an acquittal, on the ground that there was no evidence 
of ownership in the said Henry Dangar; and that your Petitioner and his brother were 

acquitted accordingly. 
That your Petitioner humbly represents to your Honorable House, that be has been 

put to an expense of one thousand pounds (involving the necessity of collecting and bringing 

down no less than fourteen witnesses, many of them from a distance of three hundred miles 

and upwards,) to prove—not the innocence of your Petitioner and his brother, for their defence 

was not called for—but to prove that the Crown had no case, as decided by His Honor the 

Judge on the point of law ;—which decision on the point of law, altogether irrespective of 

evidence on the facts, your Petitioner humbly represents to your Honorable House, it was 
incumbent on Her Majesty's Attorney General, acting as the Grand Jury of the Colony, to 

have arrived at, at such time, and in such wise, as would have saved your Petitioner and his 

brother the expense and disgrace of a criminal trial, and the country the expense of an 

untenable Crown prosecution. 
That your Petitioner humbly represents to your Honorable House that the sending of 

Police Detectives to your Petitioner's station—the false assumption by these Detectives of the 

character of working men in search of employment—the employment in the capacity of hh'ed 

servants which said Detectives by such false pretenees obtained—the subsequent appearance of 

these Detectives against your Petitioner and brother as their accusers on a charge of felony eight 

months after the alleged commission of the crime,—all these concurrent circumstances indicate 

either the presumption of a special conspiracy against your Petitioner and brother, or the 

existence of 
system of paid police espionage of a demoralizing and dangerous character, 

intolerable in a British community, and which upon public grounds your Petitioner humbly 

represents calls for inunediate inquiry. 
Wherefore your Petitioner humbly solicits your Honorable House for inquiry into 

the facts and allegations in this Petition contained, and for such redress therein as your 

Honorable House iii its wisdom may deem to be just and reasonable. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
CHARLES WENTWORTH BUCKNELL. 

Sydney, 24 September, 1858. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

PROCEEDINGS IN THE CASE OF 1IESSRSI BUCKNELL 

Ordered by the Legslaive .4s$ernbly to be Printed, 25 November, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 
New SOuth Wales, dated 15 October, 1858, praying that His 
Excellency the Governor General would be pleased to cause be laid 
upon the Table of this House,— 

A Return of all Proceedings in the case of the Queen v. 
"Charles Wentworth Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell, 
"committed upon 21 July, 1858, by Court of Petty Sessions, 
"Wee Waa, upon a charge of Felony. 

Proceedings in the case of the Queen v. Edward Lloyd 
"Lewis and John Abigail, charged with perjury before the Court 

of Petty Sessions at Maitland, upon 18 September, 1858. 

Copies of all Correspondence between the Executive 
Government and the Benches of Magistrates aforesaid, 

"respectively, or any person or persons upon either of the sub-
"jects above specified." 

MEMO :—There does not appear to have been any correspondence betweell 
the Executive Government and the Benches of Magistrates aforesaid. 

(1fr. li'orsler.) 

599—A 
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A. C. S. ROSE, ESQ., J. P. to THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Police £filce, Wee Waa, 

23 July, 1858. 

SIR, 

t.W. Thicknefl, I ilo myself the honor,  to apprise yoll that I have transmitted, in a  aep4ratA 

registered packet, the depositions takefa in the case noted in the nargin, together with the 
Ct5!e. Stealing. recognizances of bail, and the witnesses' recognizances; also, a portion of a cheque book 

and a memorandum book, which were produced in defence by the accused, and were impounded 

by the Bench, that they might be preserved in their integrity for production at the trial. 

Thn,Med1- I enclose liewith a jn€jcaI, ec.tifieate of the Ulness of materia'l witns for the 

prosecution—John Abigail, a detective constable—who was prevented by this cause from 

giving his evidence before the Magistrates here. 

I have written to the Inspector General, requesting him to bind over this man to 

appear at the trial. 

It is impossible for me to make any further remarks on this case at the present 

moment, but it will be necessary for me to communicate with you again by the next post, 

which leaves this place on the 28th instant. 

THE HONORABLE 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

Sydney. 

I have, &c., 
ALFRED C. S. ROSE, J.P. 

Police £ffice, Wee Waa, 
- 24 July, 1858. 

Before A. C. S. Rose, P. M. 

Charles Wentworth Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell—Cattle Stealing. 

Jo1n Worthington Lloyd, being duly sworn, saith :—T was present at the examination 
of the witness Edward Lloyd Lewis, in the case of the Messrs. Bucknell, on the 20th of July 
last, and I am sure he stated that it was not until after his return from Gulligal that he 
was received into the confidence of the Messrs. Bucknell, and that it was at this time that the 
HD beast was killed. 

JOHN WORTHINGTON LLOYD. 
Taken and sworn before me, at Wee Waa, 

this 24th day of July, 1858. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

Adrian Wentworth Bucknell, being duly sworn, saith :—I was present at the examin-
ation of the witness Lewis, in the case of the Messrs. Bucknell, on the 20th July last, and I 
am sure he stated that he and his mate were absent from Mungyer for eight or ten days 
immediately after their arrival, as I understood. He stated that he was afterwards sent to 
Gulligal, and it was after his return that he was admitted into the confidence of the Messrs. 
Bucknell, and allowed to enter their yard while they were killing, and was considered a 
"right-un." It was then he said that the beast was killed which he described as branded 
HD, and states to have been killed on or about the 16th day of October, 1857. 

A. W. BUCKNELL. 
Taken and sworn before me, at Wee Waa, 

this 24th day of July, 1858. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

George Hopper, Chief Constable, being duly sworn, saith, on examination by Charles 
Wentworth Bucknell :—I was present at the examination of the witness Lewis, in the case of 
the Messrs. Bucknell, on the 20th of July last, and I remember that he stated it to have been 
after his return from Gulligal that the HD bullock was killed; he stated this positively at 
first, and afterwards, when examined by Charles Bucknell, he stated it was so to the best of his 
belief. 

GEORGE HOPPER. 
Taken and sworn before me, at Wee Waa, 

this 24th day of July, 1858, 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

New South Wales, 
to wit. 

The 
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The three foregoing depositions of John Worthington Lloyd, Adrian Wentworth 
Bucknell, and George Hopper, were taken at the earnest request of the accused, and after 
they were.committed for trial. 

A. C. S. ROSE,,J.P. 

INFORMATION FOR LARCENY. 
New South Wales, 

City of Sydney, to wit. 

THE information and complaint of Arthur Hunter Palmer, of New England, in the Colony 
of New South Wales, taken this 29th day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and fiftyeight, at Sydney aforesaid, in the Colony aforesaid, before the under-
signed, one of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace, who upon his oath saith, that from 
information which he has received, and verily believes to be true, on the 16th day of October, 
A. D. 1857, at Munguire, in the Colony aforesaid, a bullock, branded RD on the near rump, 
the property of Henry Dangar, was feloniously stolen, taken, and carried away, and that 
he, the said Arthur Hunter Palmer, hath just cause to suspect, and doth snspect and verily 
believe, that Charles William Bucknell and Frank Bucknell, of Munguire, in the Colony 
aforesaid, did then and there feloniously steal, take, and carry away the same; and there. 
up&i he, this inrmaut, prays that I, the said Justice, may-  issue my warrant to apprehend 
the said Charles William and Frank Bucknell, in order that they may be dealt with aceorthng 
to law, and that justice may be done in the premises. 

Sworn before me, at the Police Office, Sydney, this 
A. H. PALMER. 

29th day of May, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight. 

D. FORBES, 
Justice of the Peace. 

New South Wales, 1 Police Office, Wee Waa, 
to wit. 5 2 June, 1858. 

Present, A. C. S. Rose, P. M. 
Regina v. Charles Wentworth Bucknell and Francis Newnhani Bucknell. 
Charles Hopper, Chief Constable of Wee Waa, being duly sworn, saith :—On the 18th 

of June I apprehended the prisoners at Mungyer, on warrant issued by the Police Magistrate 
of Sydney, in which they are charged with cattle stealing. 

Taken and sworn before me, at Wee Waa, 
GEORGE HOPPER. 

this 22nd day of June, 1858. 
ALFRED C. S. ROSE, P.M. 

Edward Lloyd Lewis, Detective Constable of Sydney, being duly sworn, saith :—On or 
about the 16th day of October last year, I saw the prisoner Frank Bucknell drive in some 
cattle, amongst which was one bullock branded RD on the near rump—the bullock was a full 
grown one, and the brand was from six to eight inches long; the same day, in the evening, 
I saw Charles Bucknell shoot the bullock; the hide was taken off, and Frank Bucknell and 
one of his gins dragged it away towards his hut; I saw him then cut the brand out, and a 
piece of the hide near the neck, but whether this had a brand on it I cannot say; he then 
threw both these parts into the fire; when this was done I was not aware that the RD 
above-mentioned was Mr. Henry Dangar's brand; I ascertained that it was some six weeks 
after this, when I went to Bunna Bunna; Frank Bucknell stated that it was one of Mr. 
Lang's bullocks which his brother Charles had purchased; I know Mr. Lang's brands, and I 
can swear he never had such a brand as RD amongst them; the man who was with me at the 
time when this beast was killed is now sick in Sydney hospital; his name is John Abigail; 
he is a detective constable; he saw the whole transaction; there were also two lads at 
the yard. 

EDWARD LLOYD LEWIS, 
Taken and sworn before me at Wee Waa, D. Constable. 

this 22nd day of June, 1858. J 
ALFRED C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

By the Benc1: There was a number of blacks around the yard, and we considered 
that if we attempted to get the brand we should have been killed; I went to Mungyer in 
September last, together with Abigail, another detective constable; we were there about a 
month; I 4o not remember any instance of another man's cattle being killed by the prisoners 
at Mungyer except the one aforementioned; we were never allowed near the yard excepting 
when most of the people were away; the prisoners were in the habit of taking numbers of 
calves away from their mothers, which calves were then branded by them, although the cows 
were the property of other people; I have seen the prisoner Charles Bucknell repeatedly 
brand calves belonging to Mr. Robert Fitzgerald, to Mr. Pearse, to Mr. David Ryan, to 
Mr. Bagot, to Mr. Henry Dangar, and to Mr. Lance. 

Taken and sworn before me, at Wee Waa, 
EDWARD LLOYD LEWIS. 

this 22nd day of June, 1858. 
ALFRED C. S. RosE, J. P. 

33 
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Henry Wyndli arts Palmer, being duly sworn, saith :—I am Superintendent of Bunna 
Bunna Station, the property of Mr. Henry Danger; the distinguishing brand on the cattle is 
HD; no one at Bunna Bunna but myself has any right to sell any of these cattle; I never 
at any time sold any with this brand to the Messrs. Bucknell, of Mungyer; I think it 
unlikely that any of their cattle bear this brand, or I should have seen or heard of it. 

HENRY W. PALMER. 

Taken and sworn before me, at Wee Waa, 
this 22nd day of June, 1858. 

ALFRED C. S. ROSE. P. M. 

The prisoners are remanded until the 30th day of June next. 
ALFRED C. S. ROSE, J.P. 

New South Wales, 
to wit. 

Police Office, Wee Waa, 
25 June, 1858. 

Present A. C. S. iFtose, P. M. 

Regina v. Charles Wentworth Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell. 

JJficliael Geale, being duly sworn, saith :—I am now driving a bullock team for a man 
named. Playford; to the best of my remembrance I was at Mungyer in the month of October 
last; I was in the service of the Messrs. Bucknell; I know the man now present., we called 
him "Ned" at Mungyer; I very well remember that he was in the yard with us at Mungyer 
one evening when we were killing a bullock; it must have been some time about the middle 
of October; Ned pulled at the rope of the gallows together with me; some one let the rope 
go, and the beast came down; I did not notice at all what brands were on the bullock; 
I have been in the killing yard at Mungyer half-a-dozen times when the Messrs. Bucknell 
have been killing; I did not always notice the brands, but I did so twice or thrice, and 
the beast-, they killed were in these instances branded with their own brands; I never 
saw a bullock branded HD killed in the yard at Mungyer; that is Henry Danger's 
brand; it is placed on the near or off rump of his cattle, but on which I do not know; 
I don't know of any other HD brand about Mungyer; I don't know what became of the 
hide of the beast above mentioned after it was killed; I never saw any brand cut out 
of a hide; the hides were always, as far as I know, taken away and salted; the beast killed 
on this particular evening, when the gallows rope slipped, was a good sized bullock; the 
color, I believe, was red, but I did not notice the brand. 

M. GEALE. 

Taken and sworn before me, at Wee Waa, 
this 25th day of June, 1858. 

ALFRED C. S. ROSE, J.P. 

Case adjourned to the 20th day of July next—Prisoners admitted to Bail. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J.P. 

New South Wales, Police Office, Wee Waa, 

to wit. 5 20 July, 1858. 

Before Andrew Doyle, Esq.,J.P., A. C. S. Rose, Esq., P.M., and T. G. Dangar, Esq, J.P. 

Charles Wentworth Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell—Cattle Stealing. 

Arthur Hunter Palmer, being duly sworn, saith :—I am sole manager of the stations 
of Mr. Henry Dangar in various parts of the Colony. The distinguishing brand of Mr. 
Henry Danger's cattle is RD on the near rump; some few are branded RD on the 
off rump, and some on the neck; I never sold any cattle with any one of these brands to 
the Messrs. Bucknell of Mungyer, and to the best of my knowledge and belief no one 
attached to any of Mr. Danger's stations ever sold any of them to these persons; I should 
most likely have received some account of the transaction if there had been such a one; I 
have been managing for Mr. Henry Dangar for eighteen years; for the last two years and a 
half I have been sole manager; I do not know the accused, excepting by repute; I am 
aware that last year two detective constables were sent up to their station at Mungyer by 
the Inspector General of Police, at the instigation of Mr. Robert Fitzgerald and Mr. David, 
Ryan; I believe the reports of the Messrs. Bucknell having been in the habit of stealing 
cattle to be well founded; we have never sold any RD cattle to Mr. Gideon Lang; I am 
not aware that there is any other RD brand in this part of the country; I am aware of only 
one instance of any of the HP cattle being bought out of a pound, and that was by Mr. 
George Loder; I never heard of any person having cattle who purchased others with another 
persons brand and who did not put his own brand on them, except when the whole brand 
was sold; I have bear I that a man on the Castlereagh River has claimed cattle branded RD. 

A. H. PALMER. 
Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Wee, 

this 20th day of July, 1858. 
AND. DOYLE, J.P. 
Tuo1As U. DANGAR, J.P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J.P. 

By the prisoner Charles Wentworils Bucknell :—I have heard of many persons who 
bear the name of cattle stealers; I cannot positively on my oath say whether the Messrs. 
Bucknell did or did not purchase any HD cattle at the Hanging Rock or Rocky River, but 
I believe they did not, for I can account for every beast sent to the latter place; I never 
sent any to, or sold any at the former place; the party who purchased the RD cattle at 

the 
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the Rocky River is named George Western; he is a storekeeper and butcher, and 
purchases cattle to kill; 'I have the weights and descriptions of all the cattle sold to him; 
I know that there are HP bullocks in teams now on the roads of the Colony; I have 
repeatedly sold cattle for the Naitland and Sydney markets; it may be possible that 
some of these cattle have become poor on the purchaser's hands, and that he has sold them 
again; cattle of Mr. Dangar's have been sent down by you and sold, and most improperly, 
for I never gave you authority to sell any ED cattle, and I do not believe any one else 
authorised to do so gave it; I have received from you partial payment for some cattle 
sold by you down the country. 

A. H. PALMER. 
Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 

this 20th day of July, 1858. 
AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Tnos. G. DANGER, J. P. 
A. C. S. RosE, J. P. 

Henr,j Wyndizam Palmer, Superintendent of Bunna Bunna Station, being duly sworn, 
saith :—I have twice received remittances of money from the Messrs. Bucknell, of Mungyer, 
for HP cattle sold by them down the country; the first time, I believe, was in March, 18.57, 
and the second was about the beginning of October, 1857; in the first instance five head 
were taken down at my request; Mr. Arthur Palmer, then general manager of Mr. Henry 
Dangar's stations, directed me, about the middle of October, 1857, not to allow the Buck-
nells to send any more RD cattle down to market; I never had an opportunity of speaking 
to the Bucknells since that, but I wrote to them a prohibition against taking down the RD 
cattle; the cattle, it was stated by them, had been sent down and sold; nothing was ever 
said to me about any beast branded RD having been kept by them for their own use on the 
station. In October, 1t57, I received partial payment for nineteen head of RD cattle taken 
down by the Bucknells; had they retained any HP beast for their own use I should most 
certainly, have remonstrated with them; they would clearly have had no right to do any-
thing of the kind without, my authority. I know of only two bullocks branded HP, the 
property of Mr. Henry Pangar, having been sold to bullock-drivers on this river; I do tot 
know where these bullocks are now; it is two years since I saw them last. 

HENRY W. PALMER. 
Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 

this 20th day of June, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE,J.P. 
-' THOS. G. DANGAIt, J. P. 

A. C. S. RosE, J.P. 

By the Bench :—I have twice received reports of the accused having killed the lID 
cattle feloniously; 1 had reason to believe these-reports; they were brought to me by black-
fellows ; these men know well the brands on Mr. Dangar's cattle; I have often heard it stated 
in various places that the accused are cattle stealers, but I could never get sufficient evidence 
against them on which to take legal proceedings. 

HENRY W. PALMER. 
Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 

this 20th day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE. 
THOS. G. DANGAR.. 
ALFRED C. S. Rosn. 

Edward Lloyd Lewis; detective constable, being duly sworn,- saith :—I can positively 
swear that the bullock branded ED, killed at Mungyer by the accused, on or about the 
16th day of October, 1857, was not a working bullock; the accused never allow a 
stranger to go to their stockyard when they are killing any beast; a person named Brown, 
who purchased one of their stations, was not allowed in the yard when they were killing; 
Charles Bucknell said he would not let him, and he also said in my presence that he 
would allow no bloody stranger in his yard whcu he was killing; the accused allowed)  
me in the killing-yard first about the middle of October; I was in it twice befOre" 
thaf; the 'accused killed twice a-week, and on one occasion three times; there were about 
thirty persons on the station, including blacks; on the two occasions when I was there 
before the HP bullock was killed by the accused, two beasts were slaughtered, branded with 
a Jim Crow hat and WB on the near rump, as far as I can remember; the mark on the neck 
of the RD beast, if there was any, must have been very indistinct or I should have noticed 
it; at any rate Frank Bucknell cut it out and threw it into the fire; neither Abigail, the 
other detective constable, nor I could have obtained possession of the brands thus cut out, 
or of the hide from 'which they were cut, if we bad wished; I received no wages from the 
Bucknells, but I had my rations and tobacco, and they gave me a pair of boots just before 
I left; they shewed confidence in me when I had been there some time. 

EDWARD LLOYD LEWIS.' 
Taken and sworn before me, at Wee Waa, 

this 20th day of July, 1858. 
AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
TEeS. G. DANGA; J. P. 
A. C. S. Rosz, J. P. 

599—B By 
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By Charles Wentworf is Bucknell :—To the best of my belief the HD beast was killed 
after I returned to Mungyer from Gulligal; Frank Bucknell and Flippi, a blackfellow, 
drove the cattle into your yard, amongst which was the HI) bullock killed by you; I gave 
you eight pounds (8) to take care of for me when at Mungyer; I required no receipt from 
you for it; I was about eight or nine days absent from Mungyer on my trip to Gulligal. 

EDWARD LLOYD LEWIS. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 
this 20th day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Tuos. G. DANGAR, J. P. 
A. C. S. ROSE. J. P. 

Arthur hunter Palmer, being duly sworn, saitli :—The detective constables have not 
been offered any reward for the conviction of the Bucknells either by me or by Mr. Henry 
Dangsr, and, I believe, by no other person; they were sent up, I understood, by the Govern-
me't, and are paid out of the public revenue, their horses only being found by private 
individuas; I did not receive irnelligence of the accused ,having killed an RD beast until 
May, when I was in Sydney; it was from Detective Lewis' statement that I laid an infor-
mation against the accused, on which a warrant was issued by Mr. Forbes, Police Magistrate 
at Sydney. 

A. H. PALMER. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 
this 20th day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Tnos. G. DANGAR, J.P. 
A C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

By the Bench :—On the 15th of October, 1857, I received from the Messrs. Bucknell, 
through Mr. H. W. Palmer, Superintendent of Bunna Bunna, the sum of £53 6s. (fifty-
three 'pounds and six shillings,) for RD cattle, sent down to market and sold by them. 
These cattle, of course, were taken down by the Bucknells for sa1. I sbould most certainly 
have considered it a felony had they retained one of these cattle, and killed it, even had 
they afterwards offered payment for it. I received money twice from the Bucknells through 
H.. W. Palmer, for HP cattle sent down by them to market. 

A. H. PALMER. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, - 
this 20th day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P.  
Trios. G. DANGAR, J. P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

Further examined by the Bench :—After the receipt of the first remittance from 
Bueknells' for cattle of Mr. Dangar's sold by them, I wrote or spoke to the Superintendent 
of Bunna Bunna, 'Mr. H. W. Palmer, directing him not to allow any of the HP cattle in 
future to be sent down by the Buekuells for sale. 

A. H. PALMER. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 
the 20th day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Tuos. G. DANGAR, J. P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J.  P. 

Case adjourned until to-morrow, the 21st day of July. 

STATEMENT OF TUE ACCUSED. 

TN'ew South Wales, 
Wee Waa; to wit. 

Francis Nownhana Bucknell stands charged before the undersigned, three of Her 
Majestys Justices of the Peace, in and for the Colony aforesaid, this twentieth day of July, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty.eigbt, for that he, the said 
Francis Newnham Bucknell, on or about the 16th day of October, AD., 1857, at Mungyer, 
in the said Colony, did feloniously steal, take, and carry away a bullock branded HP on the 
near rump, the property of Henry Dangar; and the said charge being read to the said 
Francis Newnham Bucknell, and the witnesses for the prosecution, Arthur hunter Palmer, 
Henry Wyndham Palmer, George Flopper, Michael Geale, and Edward Lloyd Lewis, being 
severally examined in his presence, the said Francis Newnham Bucknell is now addressed by 
us as follows :-" Having heard the evidence, do you wish to say anything in answer to the 
charge? You are not obliged to say anything unless you desire to do so; but whatever 
you say will be taken down in writing, and may be given in evidence against you upon 
your trial." Whereupon the said Francisewnham Bucknell saith as follows :—On the 
15th or 10th of October last year, I brought some cattle from the water-course, among which 
was a bullock branded HE on the the near rump' and 74 on the near shoulder; the cattle 
branded HE with 74 belonged to a person named Egar, Who is now in New Zealand; these 
cattle were branded altogether at Mungyer, about seven or eight years since; they had 
other brands on them, with the exception of a few calves running with their mothers; 

there 
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there were about thirty altogether at.. that time; my brother purchased the entire brand 
about two years and a quarter since; there are five or six left now; Charles Martin andY 
George White, and I think Michael Geale, were in the yard when we killed this beast; 
I believe that Ned and his mate Jack were somewhere about the yard. 

FRANK N. BUCKNELL.. 
Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 

this 20th day of July, 1858. 
AND. DOYLE, J.P. 
Taos. G. DANGAR, J.P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J.P. 

George W1eic, being duly sworn, saith :—I am a farmer and drover; I drive cattle  
to market for the Messrs. Bucknell; I had cattle running on their run at Mungyer for some 
years; between three and four years since Charles Bucknell purchased the HE brand of 
cattle; they were branded HE on the near rump and 74 on the tear necc; they formerly; 
belonged to a person named Henry Egar; I.  was at the killing yard at Mungyer on the 15th 
of October last year, when a bullock of this brand was killed; the hide was taken from the 
yard by Frank Bucknell and pegged out; I was stock-keeping for the Messrs. Bucknell for 
five or six years. . 

his 
Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, GEORGE x WHITE. 

this 20th day of July, 1858. 5 mark 
AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Taos. G. DANGAR, J. P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

By Charles Wentworth Bucknell and F;ank Bucknell :—The hide was taken to 
Frank Bucknell's hut, and was salted;.  I never knew you to cut a brand out of a hide. 

his 
GEORGE x WHITE, - 

Taken' and sworn before us, at Wee Wag 
mark

, . 
this 20th day of July, 1858. 

AND. .Doyj, 5. P. . 
Taos. U. DANGAR, J. P. 
A. C. S. RosE, J. P.  

Wdliam Home, being duly sworn, saith :—I arrived at Mungyer on the 28th of 
October last year; I know the witness "Ned;" I met him on the road as I was proceeding 
to Mungyer on the day I have named; he was going to Gulligal; I was going to Mungyer 
for.cattle; I'ha've been staying with the Messrs. Bucknell at Mungyer for the last three 
weeks as an -acquaintance of theirs;' . . 

W. HORNE. 
Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa,  

this 20th day of,  July, 1858. 5 .5..- 

AND. DOYLE, J. P.  
Taos. G. DANGAR, J. P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

By Charles Wenworth Bucknell:—Ned returned to Mungyer about the 2nd or 3rd 
of November. 

S 

: 

Taken and sworn before us at Wee Waa, 
W. HORNE. 

 
this 20th day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Taos. U. DANGAR, JP. 
A. C. S. Rosx,J.P.  

John Worthing€on Llojd, being'duly' sworn, saith :—J am in partnership with the 
Messrs. Bucknell in their various stations; about the latter end of, November last year I 
inspected their station books; the one now produced was , handed to me by Mr. Charles 
Bucknell I was to copy .out the entries in it into another book; I swear that this book 
produced is a genuine one, and that the entries in it relating to the man Ned and his mate 
were there when I received the book in November last; the balance due, to the man Ned 
was £3; I drew up a cheque of this amount and Charles Bucknell signed it; the money 
was paid to Ned as wages; I have not, to the best of my recollection, seen any HE cattle 
on the Messrs. Bucknell's stations, but I have heard of the brand as belonging to the Messrs. 
Bucknell; I have a share in these cattle thus branded. 

JOHN WORTHINGTON LLOYD. 
Taken and sworn before us at Wee Waa, 

this 21st day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J.P.  
Taos. U. DANGAR, J.P. 
A. C. S. Rosa, J.P. .' 

By 



PROCEEDIN4JS IN THE CASE OP MESSRS. BUCKNELL. 

By Arthur Hunter Palmer, prosecutor :—I know John Evans Brown; he bought 
William Bucknell's share in the Yarrawaa station, and in two other stations; I was in 
partnership with Mr. Brown in these stations; it was, to the best of my recollection, about 
the end of December last that Mr. Brown sold these stations to Charles and Francis Bucknell; 
I was present at Messrs. Buckitells' yard on one occasion during my partnership with 
Mr. Brown when those persons were killing a beast; I know no reason why Mr. Brown sold 
out, excepting that of his having sufficient inducement of a pecuniary nature. 

JOHN WORTHINGTON LLOYD. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 
this 21st day of July, 1858. 

Tuos. G. DANGAB J. P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

New. South Wales ) Police Office, Wee Waa, 

to wit. 5 21 July, 1858. 

Present :—A. 'Doyle, Esq., J. P., T. G. Dangar, Esq., J. P., A. C. S. Rose, Esq., P. M. 

Charles Wentworth Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell—Cattle stealing. 

George Wailer, being duly sworn, saith :—I am now engaged in stock-keeping for the 
Messrs. Bucknell; I have been with them, off and on, for the last three years; I do not 
remember any beast having been killed at Mungyer about the middle of October last year; 
I left Mungyer about the 29th of September, and did not return until the 23rd of October; 
I was however at Mungyer on the evening of the 9th of October, and I stayed there the 
next day; the man Ned, now present, was at Mungyer when I was there, on the 9th of 
October, as well as a man they called Jack; 1 heard shortly after these men arrived that 
they were deectives; one beast is generally slaughtered at Mungyer about every ten or 
twelve days; sometimes two small ones are killed in a week; there are about fifteen persons, 
whites and blacks, on the station; about two years since Charles Bucknell purchased the 
HE brand of cattle from a person named Egar; some of these cattle have been killed at 
Mungyer, for station purposes; as I said before, I returned-to Mungyer on the 23rd of 
October last year; on the 24th of that month I assisted Frank Bucknell to make a rope 
out of a hide that was branded HE on the near rump; there might have been another 
brand on the beast, but I did not notice it; the color of the beast was a strawberry roan; 
the hide was pegged out on the floor of Frank Bucknell's hut when I returned to Mungyer, 
on the 23rd of October, 

GEORGE WALLER. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 
this 21st day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Thos. G. DANGAn, J.P. 
A. C. ROSE, J. P. 

By FrancisNewnham Bucknell :—Hippi, an aboriginal, went with me to the Big River 
in September last year, and returned to Mungyer with me on the 9th of October; he left 
with me again on the 11th of October, and stayed away until the 23rd of the month; 
there are only two young blackfellows on the station at Mungyer, one called Hippi, the other 
Billy; no one could i.'istake the one for the other. 

GEORGE WALLER. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 
this 21st day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Tuos. U. DANGASt, J. P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

By Charles Weniwortli Bucknell :—I have often seen Ned at Mungyer, and am sure 

e had a large horse-pistol with him. 
GEORGE WALLER. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 
this 21st day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Thos. G. DANGAR, J. P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

By Arthur Biznter Palmer, witness for the prosecution 

George White being duly sworn, saith :—The Messrs. Bucknell have told me that 
they purchased the HE brand of cattle; the person who sold them also told me the same; 
I have taken several of these cattle to market, how many I do not know; on the 23rd of 
October last I took three or four head of HD cattle down to Sidney; I sold them there; 
the HD is Mr. Henry Dangar's brand; these cattle were taken down by me as Mr. Henry 
Danger's property; they were sent to market by the Messrs. Bucknell; I was authorised 
to take these cattl by Mr. Henry Palmer, of Bunna Bunna; the cattle realized six pounds 
and five shillings a head; I paid the proceeds of the sale into Messrs. Bucknell's Bank in 

Sydney. 
Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 

this 21st day of July, 1858. 
AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Tuos. G. DANGAB, J. P. 
A. C. S. ROSE, J. P. 

This 
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This witness, George White, refused to append his signature to his depositions at the 
instigation of WTilliam Bucknell, a brother of the accused, who came forward into the Court 
and whispered something in the witness' ear before, the Bench had time to interrupt the 
communication. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Taos. G. DANGAIt, J. P. 
A. C. S. Ross, J. P. 

By the Benc1 : 
Edward Lloyd Lewis, detective constable, being duly sworn, saith :—The bullock 

killed by the prisoners on or about the 16th day of October last year was of a roan 
color; I am sure that the blackfellow who brought in this beast with Frank Bucknell 
was no other than Hippi; it was about the end of September when I arrived at Mungyer; 
I am quite confident it was before October; Abigail and I each had a double barrelled pistol 
with 'us;' I swear that White who has given evidence in this case, was not on the Mungyer 
station—I mean not near the homestead, nor at the yard whilst the beast abovementioned 
was being killed, nor that evening at all; I can swear that Wailer, who has given evidence in 
the case, was not present on this occasion; I remember that White came up for fat cattle to 
Mungyer whilst I was there; I believe he only came once during my stay, and he then 
stayed only a few days; I am sure that the hide of the RD bullock was not made into a 
rope; I saw a small piece of it a short time after the bullock was killed, but the ragged parts 
were cut off. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Wee Waa, 
EDWARD LLOYD LEWIS. 

this 21st day of July, 1858. 

AND. DOYLE, J. P. 
Taos. U. DANGAR, J. P. 
A. C. S. Ross, J. P. 

The prisoners are committed to take their trial at the Circuit Court to be holden at 
Maitland on Monday, the 13th day of September next—Both prisoners are admitted to Bail. 

C'cestlercagli-street )Vrt1i, 
13 July, 1858. 

I certify that John Abigail is suffering from a severe and dangerous form of stricture, 
which at present is highly irritable. I am decidedly of opinion that a journey of any 
distance would be attended with much risk to his life, if undertaken at the present time. 

ALFRED ROBERTS, 
Surgeon to Sydney Infirmary. 

New South Wales, 
Maitland, to wit. 

THE information and complaint of Charles Wentworth Bucknell, of Mungyer, in the 
District of Gwydir, in the Colony of New South Wales, grazier, taken the sixteenth day of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, before the undersigned, one of Her 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace for Territory of New South Wales, who saith that on the day 
first aforesaid, at the sittings of the Supreme Court held at Maitland, in the said Colony, 
upon a certain trial, wherein Her Majesty the Queen prosecuted the said Charles Wentworth 
Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell for that they, the said Charles Wentworth 
Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell, did feloniously steal and carry away a bullock 
branded HD, the property of one Henry Dangar, and for that whereas the said Charles 
Wentworth Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell did receive and take the said bullock, 
knowing the same to have been stolen: And the said case came on in due form of law to 
be ftied before, and was then and there tried by a jury in that behalf duly sworn, upon 
which said trial Edward Lloyd Lewis, of Sydney, in the said Colony, constable, then and 
there appeared as a witness for and in behalf of the prosecution, and was then and there 
duly sworn, according to law, before the Honorable John Nodes Dickinson, Esquire, one of 
the Judges of the said Court, and did falsely, corruptly, knowingly, wilfully, and maliciously, 
before the said jury so sworn as aforesaid, and before the said John Nodes Dickinson, depose 
and swear, amongst other things, in substance and to the effect, as follows, that is to say, 
that the said Charles Wentworth Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell did, about the 
sixteenth day of October, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, kill a roan bullock 
branded RD on the near rump, and a mark on near neck,—thereby committing wilful and 
corrupt perjury: And thereupon he, this informant, prays that I, the said Justice, may issue 
warrant to apprehend the said Edward Lloyd Lewis, in order that he may be dealth with 

according to law, and that justice may be done in the premises. 

Sworn before ne, at Maitland, in the said Colony, 
C. W. BUCKNELL. 

this sixteenth day of September, in the year 
of our Lord one thousad eight hundred and 
fifty-eight. 

THOMAS LINDSAY, J.P. 

599—C 
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FRIDAY, 1.7 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

Before B. D. Day, Esq., J.P., and John Borthwick, Eq., J.P. 

In re Edard Lloyd Lewis.—Peijury. 

This information was withdrawn by Mr. Isaacs, Counsel for the Prosecution. 
EDW. D. DAY, 

Police Magistrate. 

JOHN BORTHWICK, J.P. 

Police Office, East Maitland, 
17 Sept., 1858. 

This information was this day withdrawn by the Complainant's Counsel. 
EDW. D. DAY, J.P. 
JOHN BORTHWICK, J.P. 

New South Wales, 
Maitland, to Wit. 
Tire information and complaint of Charles Wentworth Bucknell, of Mungyer, in the 
District of Gwydir, in the Colony of New South Wales, grazier, taken the sixteenth day of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, before the undersigned, one of Her 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace for Territory of New South Wales, who saith, that on the 
day first aforesaid, at the sittings of the Supreme Court held at Maitland in the said Colony, 
upon a certain trial wherein Her Majesty the Queen prosecuted the said Charles Wentworth 
Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell, for that the said Charles Wentworth Bucknell 
and Francis Newnham Bucknell did feloniously steal and carry away a bullock branded lID, 
the property of one Henry Dangar; and for that whereas the said Charles Wentworth 
Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell did receive and take the said bullock, knowing 
the same to have been stolen : And the said case came on, in due form of law, to be tried 
before, and was then and there tried by a jury in that behalf duly sworn; upon which said 
trial John Abigail, of Sydney, in the said Colony, constable, then and there appeared as a. 
witness for and in behalf of the prosecution, and was then and there duly sworn, according 
to law, before the Honorable John Nodes Dickinson, Esquire, one of the Judges of the said. 
Court, and did falsely, corruptly, knowingly, wilfully, and maliciously, before the said jury 
so sworn as aforesaid, and before the said John Nodes Dickinson, depose and swear, amongst 
other things, in substance, and to the effect as follows, that is to say,—that the said Charles 
Wentworth Bucknell and Francis Newnham Bucknell did, about the sixteenth day of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, kill a roan bullock branded HD on the 
nearrump, and a mark on near neck, thereby committing wilful and corrupt perjury. And 
thereupon he, this informant, prays that I, the said Justice, may issue my warrant t 
apprehend the said John Abigail, in order that he may be dealt with according to law, and 
that justice may be done in the premises. 

C. W. BUCKNELL. 

Sworn before me at Maitland, in the said 
Colony, this sixteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-eight. 

THOMAS LINDSAY, J.P. 

Police Qfflce, East Ztiatland, 
September 17, 1858. 

Before B. B. Day, Esq., P. M.; John Borthwick, Esq., J. P.; A. J. Doyle, Esq., J. P. 

John Abigail, in custody on a charge of having committed wilful and corrupt perjury, in 
the case of Regina v. Charles Wentworth Bucknell, and Francis Newnham Bucknell, 
for cattle stealing, tried at the Maitland Circuit Court, on the 16th day of September, 

1858, before His Honor John Nodes Dickinson, Esq. 

Charles Wentworth Bucknell, being sworn, states :—The information now read is true. 

Examined for the prosecution by Mr. O'jlleagher :—The defendant now present is the 
person of whom I complain; I was in Court on yesterday, and appeared in my recognizance at 
the suit of the Queen, to take my trial on a charge of stealing and receiving a bullock alleged 
to have been the property of Henry Dangar; I was put on my trial before His Honor Judge 
Dickinson and a jury duly sworn to try the case; I saw the prisoner there; I saw him duly 
sworn; he swore that a bullock branded HD was killed on or about the 16th October at my 
station in the Gwydir District; he said it was a roan bullock, branded on the near rump, brand 
conjoined, and a mark on the near neck; he swore that I killed it; he said yesterday it was 
the brand of Henry Dangar. That statement of my having stolen and killed a bullock 
having the brand of Henry Dangar was false; the statement that I shot the bullock on or 
about the day named, or at any other time, bearing that brand, is also false; there was a 
bullock killed about that time, the 15th or 16th October; he was a kind of roan strawberry, 
branded HE on the near rump, and 74 conjoined on the near neck. My brother Frank 
Newnham Bucknell was present at the time; also, George White and Michael Gale; there 
were many others about the killing yard at the time; no other bullock was killed on my 
premises on the 15th or 16th October, but the one referred to branded liE; prisoner was 
on the station at the time, but I don't think he was precnt at the killing; the prisoner, 

11Ned 
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"Ned Lewis," was about the station, I cannot say he was in the yard at the time; 
no other bullock could have been killed on the premises at that time without my 
knowledge; the bullock I killed on the occasion referred to, branded HE, was Henry 
Eager's, of whom I bought a lot; it was at the time my bone ficie property; the prisoner 
swore to the statements which I now swear were false, wilfully, falsely, and corruptly; 
the prisoner was examined as a witness for the Crown yesterday, at my trial. 

By the Benc6 :—I have been proprietor of the Mungyer station since 1844 or 5; it 
is assessed at 960 head of cattle; I have several other stations adjoining it; one, besides 
Mungyer, is my own, on lease from the Government; I should say that on the whole of 
these stations there are now 6 or 7,000 head of cattle, more than 4,000 of which, I should 
say, are mine; I do not know that a conviction for felony would entail the loss of these 
stations; I do not keep a register of cattle killed on my station for consumption; I used to 
do so; I do not know that such is the practice on other stations or not; I do state in my 
information that the prisoner is a coastable ; he did not represent himself as a constable at 
my station, but he yesterday, on the trial, represented himself as a detective constable; I was 
not called upon for my defence; I believe the case was dismissed on its merits; by saying 
the case was, I believe, dismissed on its merits, I mean for want of proof; I think the case 
was dimissed for two causes—first, that there was no proof the animal was killed at all, and, 
secondly, that :the  ownership of the beast alleged to have been killed could not be shewn. 
There were 15 or 20 persons about my place on the day the bullock was killed, some belonging 
to my own, and some from other stations; there were some black gins of the station present, 
my brother Frank, Michael Gale, Mrs. Burke, hutkeeper on the station, Mr. Whitehead, and, 
I think, Charles Martyn, were present on the station at the time I shot the HE bullock; 
George White, my brother Frank, and Michael Gale were present at the time; there may have 
been more about—I don't remember; prisoner may have been assisting—I don't recollect; 
he was in my employment at the time; I swore in my information that the prisoner was a 
constable, which conclusion I arrived at in consequence of his being represented at the trial 
yesterday as a detective constable; I don't know whether the prisoner and his mate were 
present, and assisted to haul up the bullock at the dressing; prisoner came to me about the 
6th October; I went to the Bummi on the 9th or 10th ovember; he came there to inc 
some time in December; I can't say h(.w long he was in my employ. 

By Mr. 0' Ji'eagher :—I heard prisoner say he was a detective constable; that was the 
reason why I styled him a constable in my information. 

Cross-examined by the prisoner :—I think you were in the oak scrub on the 16th 
October; I do not know exactly where you were; I do not remember the bullock falling, 
through carelessness, when being let down; I can't be positive Charles Martyn was in the 
yard the time the bullock was killed; it was a good sized bullock; I don't remember Ned 
Lewis being in the stockyard, nor my calling you a lot of "shapes" for letting the bullock 
down; I did so on another occasion; I can't say you ground the knives for killing; I 
remember a bullock slipping from the gallows on the 3rd or 4th November; you and Lewis 
were, I think, present then. 

C. W. BUCKNELL. 
Sworn before us, the 17th day of September, 1858. 

EDW. D. DAY, J.P. 
JOHN BOaTHWJCK, J. P. 

Frank Hewnlianz Bucknell sworn, states :—I am a brother of the last witness; I 
reside generally at Mungyer; I appeared before Judge Dickinson yesterday at Maitland 
Circuit Court to answer a charge of felony—cattle stealing; it was for stealing a bullock 
branded HD, the property, as alleged, of Henry Dangar; I was placed on my trial for that 
offence yesterday before Judge Dickinson, and a jury; I saw the prisoner then; Charles 
Wentworth Bucknell was also placed on his trial for the same offence; the prisoner appeared 
as a witness on that trial for the prosecution; I saw him duly sworn to give evidence; le 
was afterwards examined by the Attorney General; 1 heard him swear that Charles MTent 
worth Bucknell killed a bullock on or about the 15th or 16th of October last the property of 
Henry Dangar, as he stated; 1 also heard him swear that I stole the bullock; he swore to 
all those facts falsely, and, I believe, maliciously; I swear that his evidence in this 
respect was false and untrue; about the time mentioned a bullock was killed at the 
Mungyer stockyard; it did not bear the 11D brand of Henry Dangar; it bore the 
brand of HE (conjoined) on near rump, 74 (conjoined) on the neck or shoulder; it was a kind 
of a roan strawberry; HE, to the best of my belief, represented Henry Eager, who I know 
had some cattle on my brother's run; I know Eager personally; the HE bullock was 
shot, I think, by my brother; I was in the yard at the time; a good many parties were 
present assisting in the dressing of the beast; there were George White, Charles Martyn, 
myself, and I am not sure whether my brother Charles staid in the yard or not; a man 
named Ford was either in the yard or about; some blacks were also about; I think 
Gale was in the yard; I can't say whether prisoner was in or about the yard; he and 
his mate were on the station somewhere; I am quite positive that the beast in question had 
not Henry Dangar's brand of HD on it; I never saw my brother, or any one in his behalf, 
slaughter one of Henry Dangar's brand. 

By time Bench :—I have been on the Mungyer station seven or eight years; we have a 
good many brands; I and my brother were acquitted; four witnesses, I think, were examined 
for the prosecution, none for the defence; from what I heard the Judge say, I concluded that 
we were acquitted, because no ownership was proved; I can't say I heard the charge of 
which we were acquitted was to be brought against us before we were apprehended, in last 
June, which, I think, was about seven or eight months after the 16th October; there might 

have 
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have been a register of attht slaughtered kept at the Mungyer station; I can't say whether 
there was or not; wit ilaii(ditor, for the use of the station, about a beast a fortnight 
on an average; it may ia Liter more; I remember prisoner's arrival at and departure 
from the station; I uo't aar how many beasts were killed while he was there; there 
were inore than one 'a'wil the HE bullock killed; I believe there were some after 
and before; I don't :w zittiiiug about the bullock killed last before the 14E bullock; 
I don't know whethr it, w blauk, red, or brown ; I don't know whether I was on the 
station ; while prism. ti the station I remember a bullock being killed besides the 
HE one; it was kilic I ttr it: nv brother Charles was on the station; it was after the HE; 
it was a fat red bt.,. . hr: itleJ AVB on the neck or rump, the neck I believe, on the 
near side, also a J iw lmt on the ribs, same side; this beast was killed on the 3rd, 
4th, or 5th Novere' 1 : tie next bullock killed after this was somewhere at the end 
of November; he wt ':r.l r Zi reliow beast, CB on near rump and square hat on the near 
ribs, these are the on I: tnxiie. which were on him; the HE bullock was a kind of a roan 
strawberry, 74 on thu n:k r ehioulder, and the HE on near rump; my brother was not 
on the station when thu :,d after the HE bullock was killed. In reference to what I 
said before, I wish t xuLtiu. that [ am not sure whether any beasts were killed between the 
time of the prisoner' arrivi] intl the killing of the HE bullock, if there was I was not on 
the station, I believe. 

FRANK N. BUCKNEJ1L. 
Sworn before us, the 17th Su11tetiilaer, 1858. 

E ow. P. DAY, J. P. 
.InIx Bonnswici, J. P. 

Charles Wen/u.,'ih /,!"e1l recalled :—I first heard that the charge of which I have 
been acquitted was to 7,io truuht against me when I was apprehended at Nungyer, 
in June; I am quite pnitive the HE bullock was killed on the 15th or 16th of October 
lie was a roan straw ,'rrv bullwk, 1 E and 74 conjoined, as before described; we used to kill 
for the supply of the ttiuti ,onteimes one beast a week, sometimes one a fortnight, and 
sometimes one a monli : hwides the HE bullock, a red \VB and Jim Crow bullock was killed 
on the 4th Novembe:; on the tith October a small heifer was killed; a white heifer was 
killed after, before I left for Bummi; there might have been a calf killed first after 
prisoner's arrival; from time time I went to Bummi to the prisoner's arrival my brother was 
away about six days: Imu was jmres'nt when the bullock was killed on the 4th November; a 
white heifer was kil'.eJ a lay or two before I started for the Bunimi; it was branded CB; 
it was a cock horn bul1uk whili was killed on the 4th November; I was at the station nine 
or ten days before time mn irrivel; a beast was killed the second day after I got home; I 
can't describe it. 

By .3k. O'ifeoal 'i :—Mv brother being absent previous to the 16th October brings 
to my memory the time the bea-t was killed; my brother was then out collecting cattle; 
he brought in some, and Ole I-fE bullock was one of the mob he brought in, and it was the 
first bullock killed after t1w. prisoner's arrival at my station; it was killed the day following 
after being  brought in. 

C. W. BUCKNELL. 
Sworn before us, the 17th 'ptember, 1858. 

Erw. P. DAY, J. P. 
JOLIN BORTHWICK, J. P. 

Prsoner decline' Lu all any witnesses for his defence. The Bench reserve judgment 
until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

EDW. P. DAY, J. P. 
JOHN BORTIIWICK, J. P. 

SATURDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 

Before E. D. Pay, Esq., P. M., and John Borthwick, Esq., J. P. 

John Abigail, for Perjury. 

The Bench giv. their judgment herein, viz.: that there is no case against the 
prisoner, who is hereb7 ll -charged without any imputation on his character. 

EDW. D. DAY, 
Police Magistrate. 
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to THE HONORABLE SIR W. W. BURTON. 

75. 
Ooloniial ,Secrelarg'a Office, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 12th October, 1857. 

The management of the Convict Establishment on Cockatoo Island has for a 
considerable time been the occasion of much anxiety and frequent embarrassment to the 
Government. 

Some of the difficulties which surround the question have doubtless arisen from the 

endeavour to combine the two objects of making the island a penal establishment, and at the 
same time of employing the convicts on executing a great public work. 

Had the officers employed on the island cordially co-operated with the Government 

in endeavouring to accomplish these combined objects, it is believed that they need not have 
been considered antagonistic; but, unfortunately, from want of a judicious exercise of the 

powers respectively confided to them, the course adopte.d by these gentlemen has not unfre-

quently tended to impede rather than to promote the carrying out the instructions of the 

Government. Instead of devoting their time and attention to the duties immediately 

devolving upon them, the public service has been obstructed by their complaints and charges 

against each other, and the Government is continually appealed to upon points which ought 
never to have arisen. 

The Legislature has, upon more than one occasion, made the conduct of the estab-
lishment the subject of investigation, and Boards of Inquiry have been repeatedly appointed 

by the Executive Government, with a view of obtaining suggestions for remedying a state of 

things, which, notwithstanding, continues apparently without improvement, so far as a 
judgment can be formed upon the matter. 

In addition to this, public attention has of late been drawn in a marked manner to 

the establishment; and it would appear to be an imperative duty upon the Government to 

ascertain, by a thoroughly searching inquiry, whether the system pursued there is so ineffi. 

eient as is alleged, and whether the officers in charge do or do not faithfully perform their 
duties. 

This inquiry, it is desirable, should also be of the most comprehensive character, in 
order that the Government may be fully informed upon the subject previous to the adoption 

by them of those measures which, in the opinion of the Board, will be necessary for correcting 

any irregularities which may exist in the island, as well as for expediting the completion of 

the Dry Dock, without interfering with the proper coercion and discipline of the convicts. 

From the interest which you took in the question of secondary punishments when 

you formerly occupied the official position of Judge of the Supreme Court in this Colony, 

the Government is desirous of availing itself of your services on the present occasion, and I 

have now the honor to request that you will consent to preside over the investigation which 
it is proposed shall take place. Should you accede to this application, I beg to state that 
Captain Ward, RE., and E. C. Merewether, Esq., Clerk of the Executive Council, will be 

associated with you as your colleagues in the Board. While the Government in no way 

desires to limit the scope of the inquiry, it is suggested that the chief points to which your 

attention shoi.jld be directed, are, whether the conduct of the officers and servants upon the 

island has or has not been such as to merit the displeasure of the Government; whether the 

management of the establishment generally by the Superintendent is in accordance with the 

regulations laid down for his guidance ; whether the penal discipline of the island is main-

tained and impartially carried out; and whether the regulations, generally, are sufficient for 

the objects contemplated. If they are not, then what modification of them can be suggested. 

If the labors of the Board can, in your opinion, be facilitated by a reference to any 

documents in my office, or to the Reports of previous Boards of Inquiry, they shall be placed 

before you; and I shall be happy to co-operate with you in anf other manner in which the 
important inquiry entrusted to you may be furthered. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE SIR W. W. BURTON, 
CHARLES COWPER. 

&c. 

45 
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INQUIRY INTO THE MANAGEMENT OF COCKATOO ISLAND. 

REPORT. 

THE BOARD OF INQUIRY into the JWanagement of Cockatoo Island, to THE HONORABLE 

THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, reporting the result of their investigation. 

Sm, - 
In compliance with the desire expressed in your letter to our President, dated. 

the 12th October, 1857, we at once undertook and entered upon the inquiry committed to 

us respecting the management of the Convict Establishment at Cockatoo Island. 

We visited the island upon two occasions, and personally inspected the works in 

progress,—the mess-room, wards, cook-room, dormitories, and cells, and also the gardens. We 

inspected the convicts in their gangs, inquired into their complaints, examined the office-books 

and several witnesses, and we have devoted much time and attention to the subject. 

For, long as will doubtless appear the time between the dates of your letter and 'of 

this, no delay has been allowed which, with a due sense of the importance of the inquiry 

committed to us, could have been avoided; but such very serious accusations have been 

brought before us by several persons, impugning the management of the penal discipline of 

the convicts by the present Superintendent, and involving so many points for our considera-

tion, that we could not deem any but the most searching investigation of every such accusatioir 

would be satisfactory to the Government. 

We have accordingly received the statements of every person who has appeared in 

support of the charges brought against the Superintendent, and where those charges have 

not rested on the personal knowledge of the party bringing them forward, we have examined 

and that very critically, as will be apparent to you on reference to the minutes of evidence 

taken, every pe!rson who has been named to us as capable, upon fair and established principles, 

of sustaining the charges. 

This course has necessarily involved frequent adjourriments. of our Board, in order to 

give parties the opportunity of attending. 

The important interests also of the Superintendent, his character and position; 

demanded that our proceedings should be conducted with a due regard to his convenience, 

and especially that sufficient time should be allowed to him to prepare his answer to such of 

the matters brought before us as in our opinion required explanation or answer. 

In all the proceedings the Superintendent was, on his application, assisted by his 

legal adviser, and it is satisfactory to us to feel assured, as we do, that whilst every facility 

has been afforded by us to parties accusing him to prove their allegations, the utmost latitude 

has been given to the Superintendent and his legal adviser in conducting and preparing his 

defence. 

The management of an establishment like that at Cockatoo Island, where the two 

objects of penal discipline and the execution of a great public work are combined and 

carried out by two independent departments, entertaining opposite views of their relative 

duties, and each inclined to arrogate superiority, might,, we think, at the inception have 

produced the inconveniences to the public service which have been so frequently brought 

to the notice of the Government, and have occasioned so much public concern. We concur, 

however, in your opinion, that such a state of things ought not to have been, and further 

that their continuance ought not to have been so long permitted to be, as they have been, 

continual source ctf:annoyance and complaint. 

We are deOidedly of opinion that no collision of views ought to be entertained by the 

heads of the respective departments, and that there is not, and really ought not to be, any 
* 17—B incompatibility 
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incompatibility in combining the two objects of penal discipline and employment of the 

convicts on the public works under an independent department. 

The Superintendent of Convicts may perfectly discharge his duties in all that concerns 

the safe keeping, discipline, and good order of the convicts; and the Civil Engineer is 

responsible for their labor being properly applied Vhen duly assigned over to him and his 

overseers, and we see no reason, except such as arises from unrestrained infirmity of temper, 

or arbitrary assumption of undue authority or interference, on either part, which should 

cause them to clash in the conduct of their separate duties. 

Such, notwithstanding the papers laid before us by your command, sufficiently shew 

to have taken place, and to have given rise to the frequent intervention of Government. 

In so far as these matters are concerned, we are happy in being able to state that 

this very reprehensible state of things, by which doubtless the progress of the dock and 

other works has been materially impeded, no longer exists. 

Captain Mann, whose zeal and assiduity we think to be worthy of every commendation, 

and who has unquestionably had serious difficulties to contend with, after enumerating 

various causes of complaint which formerly existed, and especially of "men having been 

" taken off the works at a critical period," of which he complained to the Government, and 

which was investigated and reported upon by a Board, adds, "nothing has occurred of a like 

character since that report." 

Several persons have presented themselves before the Board, avowing themselves to 

be the authors of various letters and papers referring to the management of the island, 

published in the Empire newspaper, on several dates between the 26th September and the 

7th of October, in the last year. The chief of these were Mr. Parkes, the proprietor of the 

Empire; Mr. Thomas, who was the Resident Engineer on Cockatoo Island, under Captain 

Mann, for nearly four years, and the Reverend John Pendrill, who was one of the Chaplains 

from July, 1856, to the end of March, 1857; Mr. Richard Thompson, formerly Reporter to 

the Sydney Jlforning Herald, also attended the Board as the author of a letter which 

appeared in the Empire newspaper of the 6th October; and Mr. Christopher Murray, as a 

witness to several of the facts stated by the before mentioned persons, himself also the writer 

of a letter in the Empire newspaper of the 7th October. 

Mr. Parkes - stated, that he admitted the several letters above-mentioned into the 

Etnpiie newspaper on the dates mentioned, and also others before and subsequently, "on 

" ascertaining who were the writers, and, in the greater number of instances, on having first 

a personal interview with them;" and, with the permission of those writers, Mr. Parkes 

communicated their names to the Board, as Charles Robertson, senior, Bleak Cottage,  

opposite Cockatoo Island, the Reverend John Pendrill, Mr. J. H. Thomas, Mr. Richard 

Thompson, and Mr. Christopher Murray, who was formerly one of the boat's crew, or a 

constable on Cockatoo Island. 

Mr. Parkes also stated, that "numerous applications or representations had reached 

him throughout a series of years, both as Editor of a public journal and as a Member of 

" the old Legislative Council and a Member of the Legislative Assembly," and he produced 

three letters as instances of such communications, the two first from a person who had been 

formerly a convict on the island, and having been Sub-Editor to the Sydney Morning Herald, 
Vale Apperi- 
dices 

A. B, was slightly known to him, now holding a ticket-of-leave at Bathurst, the other from a person of 

ad 0. the same class, who was not personally known to him, holding a ticket-of-leave at Drayton, 

Darling Downs. 

Mr. Parkes having been called upon to afford evidence " concerning the facts par- 

ticularly referred to in the leading article of the Empire of the 3rd October," stated, in 

general terms, that, according to his view, "the island is under very improper management; 

" that the Superintendent, who has the general management of the island, does not possess 

the qualities that are absolutely requisite in the conduct of a great penal establishment 

" exclusively for the punishment and reformation of criminals;" but he produced no fact 

within his own personal knowledge, excepting one, which he detailed to the Board, in support 

of the statements he had placed before the public. 

It was as follows, in Mr. Parkes' words :—" I will state how I first became acquainted 

" with Mr. Ormshy. Some years ago, I should think twelve years ago—it may perhaps be 

"more—T• held a subordinate situation in the Custom House, and was entrusted with the 
"charge 
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charge of a ship, in the capacity I then filled. On that occasion I saw Mr. Ormsby for 

the first time. He came to visit the captain of the ship; he dined there, and remained, 

as far as my recollection serves me, till near midnight; and I had an opportunity of seeing 

" that be was indulging in wine or spirits, or both, nearly the whole of the time. Towards 

" midnight, or between the hours of eleven and twelve, a police boat, manned by four hands, 

came to take Mr. Ormsby home. As I have already stated, I then filled a very subordinate 

situation; but the thought that came into my mind was that if I were the Governor Mr. 

Ormsby should not be Superintendent of that island five minutes longer. From that time 

" to this I have never had any personal acquaintance with Mr. Ormsby, but I have been in 

a position to hear much concerning him, and have had opportunities of observing his 

conduct; for I habituate myself to observing the conduct of everybody who occupies a 

public position; and what I have seen of Mr. .Ormsby, leads me to the impression that he 

" is one of the most completely unfit men to fill the situation that could be found." 

In justification of an article in the Empire of the 3rd October, of which Mr. Parkes 
avowed himself the writer, and in which there is this sentence,—" If illiteracy, the most 

confined views on social questions, a self-indulgent disposition, ungovernable passions, and 

" violent language, were qualities desirable in the superintendence of a penal establishment, 

then Mr. Ormsby would be the very model of a gaoler." Mr. Parkes stated that "in the 
it  month of July, or early in August last, the present dispenser of Cockatoo Island, Mr. J. F. 
Peers, called upon him, and asked his advice how he should act with reference to Mr. 

" Ormsby's conduct towards him, on a particular day, a little previous, on which occasion 

" Mr. Ormsby c-died him a 'damned liar, a damned scoundrel, and a damned pimp;'" and 

Mr. Parkes handed in the original letter of Dr. West, of Mr. John Duff, and of Mr. Ormsby; viae Appendix P. 

the two former to prove the fact of the use of improper language towards Peers, the last as 

shewing Mr. Ormsby's illiteracy. 

As to other facts in the leading article above referred to, Mr. Parkes furnished the 

Board with the names of several persons, his informants, whom he desired should be examined. 

Those whose attendance could be obtained have been critically and carefully examined; and 

we will now inform you of the several conclusions to which these examinations have led. 

The first charge inquired into was that of an alleged desecration of the Lord's Day on 

Sunday, the 20th of September last. It purported to have been made by the father 

of a family, and was in the following terms :-" On Sunday last myself and family were at 

" afternoon prayers, when at a distance of nearly a quarter of a mile we were disturbed by 

"a frightful yelling, and halinoing. On going outside my impression was that Cockatoo 

"Island was in a state of mutiny; but this suspicion was removed on theria being no 

"further noise. On calm evenings I hear most distinctly singing and choruses until a 
" late hour, certainly late for such a place. 

I am disposed to think that such breaches of discipline occur only in the absence of 

" the Head Gaoler, for it is my impression did he permit such occurrences to take place on 
" the island during his presence, that he is anything but a proper person to have charge of a 
place intended for reformation." 

Mr. Parkes gave the name of the person who furnished him with that piece of 

information as "Charles Robertson, Senr., Bleak Cottage, opposite Cockatoo Island." We 

have not obtained the evidence of this person, Mr. Parkes " not having been able to corn-

" munieate with him," and our endeavour to find him having failed, the answer to our inquiry 

being that "no such person or address is known ;" but we have examined every person capable 

of giving us information on the subject, and the result of our inquiry is, that there has been TheR'r. Mr.Pendrill 
Nos. 46, 47, 52, 111. singing on the Lord s Day, though not during hours appropriated- to Divine Worship, as well The Rev.Mr.Kenyon, 

as on other days during leisura hours, but it has not been shewn to have been of so disorderly Nos. 43, 44. 
The Rey. Mr.Agnew, a character as to amount to a desecration of the sacred day. Nos. 109-114. 
Mr. Peers, We refer on this point to the evidence of the Revd. Mr. Pendnill, the Revd. Mr. Nos. 56-68, 168-180. 

Kenyon, the Revd. Mr. Agnew, Mr. Peers, and Mr. Easton. Mr. Easton, 
Nos. 128, 145. 

Thomas, indeed, who resided on the island nearly four years in the capacity of a 

Civil Engineer, although he says he was not on the island on the particular Sunday alluded 

to, speaks to " great noise in the camp, hallooing, and so forth, in fact almost every Sunday, Mr. Thomas, 

" similar to that referred to in this charge, during -the whole four years he was on the Now. 16-21.  
island, generally in the afternoon or evening when they were all mustered,. and- in. the wards 
" as well." 

in 
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No. 31 In his second examination, on the part of Mr. Ormsby, he says that " he did not 

complain of those noises." 

Mr. Ormsby's explanation of the particular instance alluded to is contained in his 

letter to the Visiting Magistrate, 8th October, 1857, as follows,—" The disturbance herein 

"mentioned arose as follows,—One old man in the yard seized a belt from another, who was. 

"swinging it about, and run away with it; he was chased by the party from whom he took the 

belt, and the rest of the prisoners laughed to see two old men running one after the other 

" There was no frightful yelling or hailooing, as stated; the noise did not continue one 

minute." With respect to the singing and choruses—at eight o'clock the men are 

all in bed, and from that hour they are not allowed to make the least noise." 

In that explanation Mr. Ormsby is fully borne out by Mr. Peers, the dispenser. 

The next charge inquired into was one broug'it by the Revcl. Mr. Pendrill, one of 

Mr. Parkes' informants, who avowed himself as the writer of a letter in the Empire 

newspaper, dated 2nd October, signed "Witness,"—namely, as to "the police having often 

applied for the regulations of Government, but not having been able to obtain them, 

though as frequently promised ;" and " as to G-leadall, a constable on the establishment, 

"having been dismissed on a charge of drunkenness, although four or five persons swore that 

he was not drunk, and the general impression amongst the police at the time that he was 

"really discharged because he had ventured to insist on seeing the regulations, and that the 

drunkenness alleged was merely a pretext for paishing for a reasonable request not 

"punishable in law." 

It is established by the evidence, without a doubt, that the Inspector and other 

officers of the police have applied for and have been refused a copy of the regulations, and 

that, we think, upon very improper grounds. Gicadall was one who applied and was so 

refused. 

Inspector Dunning, Inspector Dunning states the same fact, as well as Christopher Murray; and we are 

337 to the encl. ' concerned to find not only the Superintendent but the then Visiting Magistrate also, accord 

Mr. C. Murray. ing to this evidence, evading the very proper requ st; and that the latter said in answer,— 

Cpt.M'Lerie,No.71. " Your duty is to obey orders," or " the regulations are, you are to obey all lawful orders," 

or " you have an Inspector or Sergeant to go to ;" thus passing by the superior orders of the 

Government comprised in the regulations, and venturing to substitute for them such orders 

as the police should from time to time receive from the Superintendent. 

The fact is, that a change had been made in the instructions in placing the police 

Regulations of 1855. under the Visiting Magistrate, instead of, as before, under the Superintendent; and the 

Regulations of 1850. refusal to furnish a copy of the regulations to the Inspector of Police, when such were 

demanded, we consider to have been very detrimental to the public service and highly 

censurable. 

The police were, by those regulations, in a great degree rendered independent of the 

island authorities, and they were required to perform duties which have been wholly 

neglected, it is not too much to say in consequence of the withholding from them the 

regulations. We refer particularly to the duties of preventing persons from landing without 

the proper permission, of searching boats landing at the island, and the prevention of spirits 

and other articles being landed from the boats without the requisite authority. 

So, as to the drilling, discipline, and frequent inspection of the Police Force, which was 

deemed by the Government to be essential to their effectiveness; the former seems to have 

been put an end to by the Superintendent taking it into his own hands, and discouraging it 

for the future. - 

Finally, on this point the police have not done their duty in many respects; and, 

we should say they have been led into that neglect—first, by not having the regulations to 

refer to as occasion should occur; and, secondly, by being employed in the boat on private 

purposes in a manner never contemplated by the Government, and so rendering a relaxation 

or neglect of their proper duties a necessary consequence. 

Whether Gleadall was dismissed in reality as a troublesome person, who had insisted 

upon prosecuting persons for disorderly conduct, whom the Superintendent did not desire 

should be prosecuted, and had demanded a copy of the regulations which the Superintendent 

chose to withhold, or for drunkenness, involves other and more grave considerations; since, 

in the former case, the Reverend Mr. Kenyon must have conspired with Mr. Ormsby to 
bring 
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bring a false charge, and thereby to impose upon Mr. North, and the latter must have been 

imposed on to give a false judgment, a conclusion to which we could not come but upon 

clear and unexceptionable evidence, and certainly not upon the vague suspicion of Inspector. 

Dunning, who, because he sees Mr. Ornisby and Mr. Kenyon talking together, suspects that. 

Mr. Ornisby is urging Mr. Kenyon to prosecute. We have perused the depositions taken 

before Mr. North, and have no doubt whatever of the truth of the charge against Gleadafl, 

and, consequently, of the propriety of his dismissal. 

It was next insinuated, rather than directly alleged, that prisoners have been. Tr. Thomas, 

arbitrarily and improperly sentenced to the cells for "insolence" (an undefined offence) to N.0s.S, fi9. 

the Superintendent or Overseers, and that the prisoner3 are treated in a manner to provoke 

insolence. 

It is sufficient to say, as to this charge, that no complaint was made to us by the 

convicts when, upon two occasions, we visited Cockatoo Island, and invited the expression of 

their complaints, if any existed; that, although there were a few other causes of dissatis-

faction amongst them, no person on the establishment was charged with arbitrary, or over-

bearing, or unjust, or insolent behaviour, towards them; and no complaint was made of any. 

one having been unjustly sentenced to the cells. 

Neither was evidence brought before us of any such instance. 

We quote the evidence of Mr. Brown, the Deputy Superintendent, on the subject. 

He says—" I have known prisoners to be confined to the cells till the Visiting Magistrate 

came, for insolence to the Superintendent, myself, and others. The Visiting Magistrate 

" came once a-week, and inquired into the cases. I have known, on one or two occasions, a. 

" man confined for five days before the Visiting Magistrate saw him, and decided his case. 
U This occurred in more than one instance. When men have been so confined, they have 

" been reported next morning to the Visiting Magistrate. 1 have known of no instance of 

",overbearing conduct by the Superintendent or officers to the prisoners, and all insolence 

to the officers has been unprovoked." 

An instance was indeed alleged by Mr. Pendrill to have occurred in the case of a 

Chinaman, named Tan, and we inquired minutely into the circumstances of it. " Tan 

" was stated to have been desirous of making some complaint to the Visiting Magistrate, and 

requested that the interpreter might be sent to the island. Each week he was promised 

" that he should come, but weeks passed away, and he came not. At last the poor man 

" lost all patience, and, in the fullness of his disappointment, he threw down his tools, 

" exclaiming, 'Interpreter no come—me no work.' 

Mr. Ormsby's explanation of this case is, that "he was sent to the cells for refusing 

to work; he desired to make a complaint, and an interpreter was sent for. He made his 

complaint to the Visiting Magistrate, who investigated it on the 22nd April, 1857. His'-

complaint was that he was convicted of an offence he was not guilty of, and that. his former 

" master, Mr. Sandeman, owed him money. He had asked for an interpreter several 

" times before one was obtained, and before he was confined in the cells." 

Mr. Thomas' evidence shows how greatly the facts of this man's case have been per-. 

verted. "The man was at work in a gang, and had been so at work until the middle of the 

day, when he threw down his pick, saying something in Chinese," which Mr. Thomas could 

not understand, and walked away. Mr. Thomas positively denies that he said the words in Mr. Thomas, 

English, "No interpreter come—me no work." N'os. 6-7. 

Mr. Brown's evidence is quite conclusive. He says—" I remember Tan refusing to 

" work on three occasions; once because a man at the hand-cart would not pull; on another 

"occasion when other Chinamen were leaving the island, with whom he wished to go. He 

"asked for an interpreter. I took him to the Superintendent, who satisfied him that he 

" should see the interpreter, and he went to work. On the third occasion he declined to 

"work, because he was not allowed to go away with four other Chinamen who had been sent 

" on the island with him." 

We are of opinion that there is no reason for imputing his confinement to the cells as 

on questionable grounds." 

Next, Mr. Pendrill charges, that "when prisoners are consigned to the cells, the 

Superintendent refuses to allow them to attend Divine Service on the Sabbath," and in his  
evidence he states an instance in which they were so refused. 

* 17—C This 
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This refusal does not appear to have been the unauthorised act of Mr. Ormsby; but we 

think the restriction an unnecessary one, and that men in the cells ought to be permitted to 

attend Divine Service, under arrangements which might easily be made for their security and 

non-intercourse with the other prisoners. 

It was next stated that " the prisoners complain that their letters are read aloud in 

the office, and made a matter of jest, and that the contents of their letters to their friends 

are thus made known to their fellow prisoners." 

Mr. Ormsby's answer on this point is unsatisfactory. 

. We have no doubt of the truth of that complaint, and Mr. Thomas states an instance 
II-  

of very reprehensible behaviour of the Superintendent respecting a letter of a convict which 

was read aloud in the office, and a lau0gh raised by its contents. 

A very grave accusation is next brought by Mr. Pendrill, upon a statement apparently 

made to himself "by one of the prisoners, that a case of 'mortal sin' had been committed in 

one of the wards; that if he brought it under the notiec of the authorities he would be 

"condemned to the cells; that a case had previously occurred, and the offender had not been 

"punished, though the facts were known to the administration." 

We have inquired very strictly into this matter, and find that no portion of the 

statement is borne out by the evidence. We are of opinion—first, that there existed no 

ground whatever for the pretended apprehension of the supposed informant of Mr. Pendrill; 

secondly, that no case of the nature stated was ever known to the administration in which 

the offender was not brought before the Visiting Magistrate and punished; and, lastly, that 

there is no ground or pretence whatever for imputing to the Superintendent or Visiting 

Magistrate any remissness, negligence, or indifference, on so disgraceful a subject; on the 

contrary, the evidence, particularly that of Mr. Brown, the Deputy Superintendent, warrants 

us in saying that Mr. Ormsby has been particularly vigilant and careful in separating sus-

pected persons, in placIng young persons especially out of reach of contamination in separate 

dormitories, and we have found especial reason, after a very searching inquiry, to commend 

his conduct in this respect. 

Mr. Pendrill's statement rests upon what he was told by a prisoner, whose name he 

did not give to the Board, although he handed in a list of other persons whom he desired 

should be called in support of other of his statements. 

Mr. Thomas was examined on this point, and he states that he had heard from people 

on the island of such a charge having been made with reference to two men who absconded and 

concealed themselves—that they did so for the purpose of committing an unnatural offence. 

We have thus a clue to the case alluded to, and the real facts appear in the evidence 

of Peers, the dispenser. It was that of two persons named Clarke and Roberts, the former 

aged about 27, the latter about 17; they absented themselves for about twenty-four hours, 

as was supposed for the purpose of making their escape. When taken, Roberts was so ill, 

from exposure to wet and cold, that it was necssary to take him into the hospital, where he 

remained "for a month or two at least." His condition was such that he could not be 

punished, and for that reason the other prisoner was exempted also. 

• Peers says, in answer to a question, " Do you know of any reason for supposing that 
Mr. Peers, No. I.G. they concealed themselves for the purpose of committing a nameless offence? No, indeed 

" I do not." 
Mr. Easton, Easton speaks of the case by rumour only. 

Mr. Brown, Assistant Superintendent, says,—" 1 remember the circumstance of two 

men concealing themselves on the island, but there was no charge preferred against them, 

except that of hiding to effect an escape; no other charge was hinted against them by any 

" one at that time." Mr: Brown's evidence is so conclusive upon the general charge brought 

against the Superintendent of gross neglect, almost amounting to connivance in offences of 

this nature, that we request your particular attention to it. 

He says,—" I remember one circumstance of suspicion of an unnatural offence. Un 

"locking the wards one morning, it was reported to me that one man had gone into another's 

"berth. The case was reported to the Superintendent, and by him to the Visiting Magic-

" trate, and the charge dismissed, as without foundation." 

" It was never reported to me during my stay on the island of such an offence having 

' been committed in the wards, or elsewhere." 
11  There 
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There was a case of suspicion of unnatural offence occurred about a year ago, arising 

" from a man approaching another in one of the wards and laying his hand upon him; the 

'man who approached the other was knocked down by him. The case was reported to me, 

" and by me to the Superintendent, and by him to the Visiting Magistrate, who dealt with 

it, and punished the man by imprisonment in the cells. That man has ever since been 
" made to sleep in a separate cell. 

" This is the only case I recollect of any suspicion of an unnatural offence. The 

" separate. dormitories seen by the Board on their visit are used for young lads and feeble 

" old men. There are four persons now using them, the Ohinaman Tan, one old man, and 

two young men under twenty years of age. 

I have never known a man punished for reporting another for an unnatural offence, 

and I have never known a case of unnatural offence occurring, and it is therefore not true 

that such a case has occurred, and the man not punished." 

Next, Mr. Pendrill charged, that " A certain party was accused of appropriating the 
" rations of the prisoners; that the facts could not be denied; and the defence was that the 

prisoners were consenting to the appropriation. That to obtain this consent the votes of 
the prisoners were canvassed. They were told that it was 'a Government question,' and I 

" understood that they were, by way of retaliation for their opposition, placed in the cells on 

" the first opportunity." It was not without much hesitation, and once refusing to answer 
the question of the Board, that Mr. Pendrill at length stated that the person alluded to as 
It a certain party" was the Superintendent. 

The case had been stated to him by a prisoner, not named, under confinement, and in 

irons, as a ringleader; on one occasion, when a number of prisoners had refused to work, 

"I was (he said) put in unjustly, because the Superintendent has a down upon me." On 

subsequent inquiry this prisoner was released as not having been concerned in the transaction. 
He was Mr. Pendrill's authority. 

Several points are involved in this accusation. First, whether the Superintendent 

did upon any occasion appropriate rations of the prisoners to his own use. -, 

Secondly, whether the prisoners were canvassed on the •subj cot, and their consent 
taken to its appropriation. 

Thirdly, whether any prisoner was punished by way of retaliation for his opposition 
to that course. 

There are two circumstances stated in the evidence which have given rise to this part 
of the charge. 

First, that the refuse homminy left after the men's meals has been applied to the 

feeding the poultry of the Superintendent, and other free persons on the island; and, secondly, 
that a piece of good meat was found among the refuse. 

The application of the refuse homminy to such purposes was brought to the notice of 

the Visiting Magistrate then, H. H. Browne, Esq., so long since as 1849, who directed, by a 

written order, that the refuse homminy should be thrown away, and this gentleman says, that 

the usual way of doing this was, throwing it into the water at the back of the kitchen on the 
north side. 

It appears to have been accordingly so disposed of for about two years, when the very 

proper order of the Magistrate came to be disregarded, and the homminy was again distributed 
amongst the free persons, as before. 

Mr. Ormsby remarks in his answer, that the poultry, "if driven up to the place 

" where it was thrown away, might have taken it," meaning, that is, without infringing the 

order of Mr. Browne; but we apprehend not, for it was thrown into the water, and if the 

fowls could have got at it, there would not have been any necessity for what certainly took 
place—an abandonment of the order—and the re-distribution of the homminy, with the 
consent, or at the request of the prisoners. 

In February, 1857, however, this appropriation caused discontent amongst the 
Mr. Ormsby's state. prisoners, who compluned that the homminy was badly boiled by the cooks, in order that it ment, 'ride Ap-

might be rejected and given to the Superintendent's fowls. Mr. North, the Visiting Magis- pendix E. 

trate, inquired into the matter, and found the homminy bad, but stated that he had no Mr. North's evidence. 

reason to suspect it had been wilfully spoiled. Mr. North ordered it to be thrown into the 
sea, to avoid suspicion for the future. 

There 
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54 

There were two other instances alleged of wrongful dealing with the rations. First, 

a piece of good beef cooked was found in the refuse basket, and brought to notice by a. 

prisoner attached to the kitchen. How it came there could not be ascertained. Our own. 

opinion, formed on the evidence on that fact of the case, is, that it was designedly put there by 

some person, in order to form the foundation for the charge subsequently made, and most 

likely was placed there by the person who pointed it out, or by some other with his 

knowledge. 

It is not shewn in any way that Mr. Orinsby was connected with the transaction. 

The other instance was, the underdone ration of a Chinaman being also found in the 

refuse basket. 

The account given by Mr. Brown of all these transactions is doubtless correct, and we 

refer you to it as such accordingly. He says, "the sweepings up after prisoners' meals of the 

hoinminy and meat used to be distributed among free officers for their fowls." 

"Henry East once charged the Superintendent with having appropriated prisoners' 

rations; his charge was that a piece of good meat was put amongst the sweepings for the 

Superintendent's use. It was brought by the Superintendent before the Visiting Magistrate, 

" and as he could not substantiate the charge, he was punished by imprisonment to cells. Up 

" to this time (. e. 
February, 1857) the prisoners gave their consent to the sweepings being 

" distributed among free officers, and had helped to collect them 

"I am not aware of any canvassing for votes having occurred as to whether the refuse 

" should be so applied. I know Captain Browne was Visiting Magistrate in 1849, and he 

U ordered the sweepings to be thrown away, and that order was acted upon for about two years. 

" The order was never relaxed by any Magistrate. The infringement of it occurred from 

11 
 the spontaneous wish of the prisoners, communicated to the Superintendent, that the refuse 

" should not be wasted. It then began, by the Superintendent's order, to be distributed among 

" the free officers, till about nine months ago, when the charge before stated about the piece of 

U meat was made, since then the refuse has been thrown into deep water, and is the practice 

now. The piece . of meat found amond the refuse, before referred to, was good meat, 

"about two pounds weight, cooked." 

"On another occasion the meat of some Ohinamari was underdone, and taken by him to 

" the overseer of the cook house, who changed it for his own. The overseer kept this meat 

" till the morning, when, it having turned bad, he flung it into the refuse. 

The  prisoners when they sent to the Superintendent that they wished the refuse to 

be distributed were unaminous, as far as I am aware." 

Upon this charge, then, we find that the Superintendent did, of his own authority and 

with the consent of the prisoners, without bringing the circumstance to the notiee of the 

Visiting Magistrate, set aside and disregard the very proper order of Mr. Browne, and did 

permit a re-distribution of the refuse to take place, during the whole period about 1851 and 

1857. 
The abuse and the suspicion attaching to such a course, one also by which he himself 

profited, as well as others, should have led to an opposite conduct in the Superintendent, 

and to a strict adherence to an order which he was bound to carry into effect. 

We think his setting aside that order was highly censurable, and that his doing so 

upon the wish or consent of the prisoners, formed not the least exceptionable part of the 

proceeding. 
There is no evidence to connect him with that consent as inviting or canvassing for 

it. Such may, doubtless, have been the representation of some of the prisoners, and there 

may have been pretences set up of the kind with Mr. Ormsby's knowledge, but it must have 

been very acceptable to him, or he would not have taken upon himself so readily to act 

upon it. 

As to the last point in the charge, we find no evidence that any prisoner was ever 

punished by way of retaliation for refusing to vote for the appropriation. Mr. Thomas 

negatives the supposition of there having been any dissent among the prisoners on the 

question. 
It was next alleged that "the whole administration of the island is partial and 

" unjust; that some, the administration unduly favor, on others it has a perpetual, down,' "- 
that 

Sec also Mr. Peers, 
Nos. 41-55. 

Mr. North. 
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that "great criminals are released by undue influence, whilst lesser criminals wanting this 
" pay the full amount of their sentences." And the case of a prisoner known as " Old 

Fox," (who was sentenced to fifteen years for murder, but obtained his release before he h ad 
suffered oefifth of his sentence,) was i'eferrd to as an instance of this. 

Mr. Brown, Assistant Superintendent, says, upon this point,—" I have no reason to 

" believe that Mr. Oriusbys administration has been partial or unjust, or that he has any 

favorites, or has a 'down' upon any one." 

The several subordinate situations upon the penal establishment are vested in the 

Superintendent. I have never known favor shown in the exercise of that power." 

With respect to this particular case of "Old Fox "—he was discharged by order of 

the Governor General, on the recommendation of the Classification Board, and Mr. 

Ormsby produced to us the letter of the Colonial Secretary, communicating the decision of No. 56-61. 
the Government. 

The next charge made by Mr. Pendrill is two-fold, namely : First, that "the Par-

liament provides a boat for the use of the officers of the establishment, or rather, of the 

sum placed on the estimates for the police at Cockatoo, the pay of four men is set apart 

" for a boat's crew. They appear on the estimates as policemen, but really are boatmen, 

as they do no police duty. The Superintendent claims the exclusive control of this boat 

" and crew, and endeavors, by making the use of it as uncomfortable and impracticable as pos-

sible to others, to secure, as far as possible, the monopoly of it for himself and family —it is 

used by him for picnics, pleasure parties, and other non-official purposes, not only by day but 

by night. In order to do this and secure the good-will of the crew, they are permitted indul- 

" genees not allowed to the other police, and the use of the boat is denied to those entitled to 
cc 
use it, to the prejudice of the public services" Secondly, that "the Chaplains have been 

" obliged, frequently, to find their way across the bush on foot, and then be ferried over in 

the guard-boat to the island, because the use of the boat was withheld. On one occasion- 

"the Chaplains of the Church of Rome and of the Church of England were sent off from 

the island in the company of a convict in irons, in an old guard-boat scarcely large 

enough to hold them, with a stiff breeze blowing, while the proper boat was sent on a pleasure 

party, consisting of the Superintendent's family or friends. 

It is perfectly true that the Superintendent does claim the control over the boat and 

the crew, imputed in the first part of this charge, and has largely used the boat for his own 

private purposes, for picnics, for pleasure parties, for fishing excursions, and other non-official 

purposes, not only by day but by night. 

It is perfectly true, also, that the Chaplains of the Churches of Rome and of England 

have been put to the inconvenience complained of in the second part of the charge, and that, 

in one instance, the proper boat, in which they should have been taken from the island to the 

main, was then at the island, but was refused to them, and shortly after despatehed on 

a picnic excursion. 

Mr. Ormsby's answer to these charges must be left to the consideration of the 

Executive Government, who will best decide whether he was warranted by their authority in 
the use he has made of the boat. 

Mr. Thomas, who was for four years on the island, attached to the department of the 

Civil Engieer, says,—" The officers of the Engineer's Department could never have the use l Thomas 

" of it; I have been down to the boat and wanted to go to Sydney, and have been refused by No: 124. 
" the coxswwain." 

11  I have applied to the Superintendent, and he has told me that the boat belonged to No. 125 

his department, and he would not allow any one else to use it." 

11  This has occurred since these new regulations have been in force. I have been 

" refused half a dozen times since these regulations have been in force." No. 126, 127, 128. 

Not on the plea that it was required for the public service—it has been going to See also the evidence 

" to town with no one in it but the crew. Upon one particular occasion Mr. Kenyon, the of the Rev. Mr. 
Kenyon on this 

"Roman Catholic Chaplain, was going to town; I went down to the wharf, and was going point, Nos. 34-35. 
" into the boat when they refused to go off with the boat and to take me to town. They 
" said I had no right to the boat." 

"This occurrence was subsequent to the promulgation of the rules." Mr. Thomas, 

17—D 
No. 129. * 

Mr. 
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o. 130. Mr. Thomas says he has "seen the boat used for parties of pleasure many times; 

he has "seen it go away with stores up Lane Cove, on one occasion up to Five Dock, and on 

".others to various parts of the harbour." He says—" I should say from twenty to thirty times 

" I have seen the boat come back from pleauring. On those occasions Mr. Ormsby or 

" some of his family were in the boat." 

131, 
136 

"I have known it to be away till ten o'clock at night; and it has gone away at nine 
135, 

" or ten in the morning on parties of pleasure"—" frequently." 

"I have even known it later than twelve—as late as one o'clock; and I have even 

" known it to be away all night, and to come home early in the morning with him." 

On those occasions, when it has returned so very late at night, or early in the 

" morning, it has been employed in these parties of pleasure or picnics." 

When Mr. Ormsby was one of the company." 

" And this has occurred so often as twenty or thirty times while I was there. I will 

" take one occasion when he went away up Lane Cove; when Mr. Pendrill, the clergyman, 

" came d6wn to the boat, the Inspector, Mr. Dunning, told him that the boat was being 

repaired. I know that for a fact, for I was on the wharf, and Mr. Dunning told me he 

" had to tell Mr. Pendrill that story." 

"I did not hear him tell him, but Mr. Dunning told me that he had to tell him that 

as an excuse. Mr. Pendrill said to me 'this boat is being repaired,' and I said 'no, I have 

'seen it go up Lane Cove.' 

Nc's, 140, 156.158. 
We beg to refer further to the evidence of this witness on this point, as in the 

margin, for other instances of similar employment of the boat. 

The use of the boat for private purposes, as for picnics, parties of pleasure, going to 

Inspector Dunning, Sydney to the theatre, and to evening parties, is also spoken to by Dunning—see his evidence. 
Iios. 161-202, 168. He says farther—" On several occasions when the boat has had no other duty to do, when 

" there has been no officer coming to the island, advantage has been taken of the day to send 

the boat's crew to cut wood, or to fish." 

There was a net bought by subscription of Mr. Ormsby and others, the free persons 

Nos. 169 to 171, on the island, amongst whom were the police, and the boat was used to go fishing with this 

net, manned with the crew and other parties belonging to the police, "at first twice a week, 

afterwards once a week"—the fish were divided on one occasion according to the shares in 

175. the net; afterwards the boat's crew that went fishing took their shares, and the remainder 

177. the Superi ntendent got—" ultimately the net was sold." 

178-186. 
"Two or three times the boat went to cut wood whilst I have been on the island;" 

" the boat's crew went in the boat for that purpose." "The wood was for poles and trellis 

" work for the vines in Mr. Ormsby's garden." 

206. 
The visitors' boat has been absent all night. "On several occasions Mr. Ormsby has 

" gone to balls, both at Balmain and Sydney, and the boat has been all night away and 

" returned in the morning. That has not been a frequent occurrence." 

210, 211, 212, 
He says "he has known the visitors' boat carry away fowls from the island, and 

215, 216, 919. C' baskets of cabbages brought to the boat by the Superintendent's convict servants; they 

were put into the boat with instructions to the coxswain what to do with them." 

Christopher Murray's evidence as to the employment of the boat for private purposes 

is to the same effect. He says,—" Two Government boats have gone on a fishing excursion on the 

" same day, one conveying the net, the other the party, consisting of Mr. Ormsby and Mr. 

Davis, XIth Regiment." He has seen two boats go on two occasions, and frequently one. 

The persons who worked the boats were constables. On Easter Monday, 1856 he 

was in Chowder Bay with a pleasure party in young Mr. Ormsby's boat; the ladies and the 

Superintendent were in the visitors' boat; they were away all day. 

He has known the boat to be used in taking poultry to town; he has seen two baskets 

full, they were taken to Cummins' the poulterer; he has assisted in taking them, and 

brought back beef, corn, porter for Mr. Ormsby. Be says he has known the small boat sent 

for the clergyman when the other was idle, and has known itto be sent for billet-wood for 

free men when tb ration has run short. 
John 
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John Smith, coxswain of the boat, says he has been coxswain of the visitors' boat 

three years. The boat has been in one instance to the Heads, once to Garden Island, once 

to Chowder Bay, and four times up Lane Cove. The party consisting of Mr. Ormsby and 

family, and visitors. On such occasions the boat has gone away at I or 2 p.is., returning at 6 

or 7 P.M., and once as late as 9 p.ii. During two seasons about eight or nine times fishing 

with the seine in the guard-boat. Once Mr. Ormsby, his daughters, and family, and some 

Military Officers went in a boat brought by the Officers. " Three of the police and I drew 

the seine; the fish were divided among the proprietors of the net." 

He has carried in fowls to Dr. O'Brien, a turkey to Dr. West, and several of Mr. 

Orinsby's friends, from Mr. Ormsby; and has taken poultry to sell to Mr. Cummins about 

four times, and received not exceeding fifteen shillings at any one time. 

This person also speaks to the same effect, as to the boat going on picnics when 

required by the Chaplain, and he sent in the small boat, and, to the frequent employment of 

the boat in taking Mr. Ormsby's friends to the island, and him and his family to parties at 

Government House, and the Theatre, as late as 12 at night; to having been away from the 

island all night, keeping the boat at Sydney; the boatmen then having leave to go to their 

families, as also from the afternoons of Sundays till Monday mornings. 

In fact there can be no doubt as to the free use made by Mr. Ormsby of the island 

boat for his own purposea, and, as in the ease of Mr. Pendrill, before referred to, when it was 

required for the public service. 

We have endeavoured to trace the history of the boat service of the island. 

During the time Mr. Browne was Visiting Magistrate there was but one boat on the Mr. Browne 

island, namely, the guard-boat. ' Nos. 1014. 

The duty of taking the prisoners and overseers to and fro was managed by the Royal 

Engineer's boat; next., when the Engineer's Department was placed under Captain Mann, 

the 'Water Police boat was substituted as the means of communication, and must, of course, 

have been under the orders of the Water Police or Visiting Magistrate. 

When the Superintendent wished to visit Sydney he informed the Magistrate, and No. 66. 

requested to have the boat sent for him; it was sufficiently large to take himself and family, 

and he was allowed to use it. 

He was not allowed to have the boat for his, private, business: he applied for per- 67, 68. 

mission to leave the island, and the Visiting Magistrate sent the boat to bring him to 

Sydney and to take him back. 

There was no boat attached to the island. The boat which Mr. Browne sent, and in 69.  
which the Superintendent was taken to and fro, was to all intents and purposes a Water 

Police boat." It used to go armed with carbines and cutlasses, and everything in the same 

way as.  aboat employed by the police. 

The boat was sent for him when he asked leave, even if he went on private business, 

but was not at his disposal all the time. Mr. Ormsby complained very much; he thought it 

a great hardship to be so completely shut up upon an island of that kind without a boat at 74. 

his control whenever he thought proper. 

Mr. Browne says, "he never asked to take the boat for pleasure pai 'ies or picnics; 7 

and I am sure I never authorised it." 

Mr. Browne expressed himself very decidedly of opinion against the propriety of a 

boat being attached to the island as a visitors' boat, on account of the danger of the police 

who manned the boat, being the medium of communication with the friends of prisoners at 

Sydney. Mr. Ormsby and the officers complained of the hardship, but Mr. Browne con-

sidered it essential to the public service. 

Captain M'Lerie, who succeeded Mr. Browne' as Visiting Magistrate in June, 1851, Capt M'Lerie 

and held the office till October, 1856, says,—" On the days on which he had leave he was No. 32. 

allowed the use of one of the boats—one of the guard-boats—to Sydney and back." 

." There were then," says Captain M'Lerie, "the guard-boat and the visitors' boat, 

"which remained at the-island; the latter required extensive repair, and I applied to the 

"Government for anew boat, which was given. The old one 'was then repaired and returned 

as a supernumerary boat, in case of an accident to either of the others." 

(It 
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(It is remarkable that this boat continues serviceable to this day, and is the one in 

which Mr. Pendrill was sent, as complained of by him.) 

No In Mr. Browne's time the visitors' boat was part of the police establishment, and he 

had two additional men allowed him for the purpose of the boat. 

37, 38. " When I took charge that arrangement was radically changed: four men were 

placed in the boat as a crew, and thenceforward that boat was called 'the visitors' boat;' 

the other boat was called 'the old boat,' and the third 'the guard-boat.'" 

137 13S 
Captain M'J4erie says he remembers the circumstance of Mr. Ormsby asking leave for 

the boats to go a-fishing. On more than one occasion "Mr. Ormsby said the policemen had, 

" in their leisure hours, made a not, and he asked me would I have any objection to their 

fishing in the bay in one of the spare boats. I gave him that permission, when the police 

" were not on duty, more than once." Again—" There was no rule with regard to the 

" visitors' boat, but it was perfectly understood that when the boat was not required for the 

" purpose for which it was granted, it was at the service of Mr. Ormsby." 

When he asked for the boat on a certain day, it was left at his disposal for the whole 

of that day, "provided it did not interfere with any public duty 

151. " There was no regulation." "The boat could not be under my control, for I never 
160. 

i  saw t except when I visited the island.""I left it under his control. I could not have 162. 

" the control when I was in Sydney." 

' I recognised Mr. Ormsby using the boat when it was not required for the public 

service." 

" Without my leave Mr. Ormsby could only use the boat on days when he was 

"authorised by the Governor General to leave the island." 

" I do not believe Mr. Ormsby left upon any other days than those on which he 

" obtained leave." 

It was in my time he went to Chowder Bay." 

That was by my permission." 

" He asked whether, instead of coming to Sydney, he might go to Chowder Bay." 

" I presume I had the power to give permission." 

Mr. North, Mr. North, who succeeded Captain M'Lerie as Visiting Magistrate in 1856, says, 
Nos.37, 
40,41. 

when he took charge the boat was used by Mr. Ormsby on his own authority, without asking 

permission to use it. He once asked permission to go on a picnic. 111 never knew him to 

11 use the island boat for the purpose of picnics." 

Mr. Elyard, the Under Secretary to Government, kindly attended the Board, but was 

unable to throw any additional light upon the subject. But upon consideration of the evi-

dence of the three gentlemen who have successively filled the office of Visiting Magistrate, 

we think that the boat which was during all Mr. Browne's time, that is up to June, 1851, 

under the Visiting Magistrate's control, as belonging to the S\Tater  Police, came afterwards, 

on Captain M'Lerie's appointment, to be attached to the island; and, being manned by 

policemen, and the police force being under the Superintendent's order, the control of the 

boat would seem naturally to have fallen upon him ; but still only for the public service. 

The circumstance of his occasionally asking permission of Captain M'Lerie and Mr. 

North for the use of the boat on private purposes, shewed that he did not then claim such a 

right whenever it was not absolutely required for the public service. 

can recognise no such right without the authority of Government, and are 

accordingly of opinion that the use of the boat in the manner it has been shewn to us to 

have been used, was unauthorised, contrary to the general rules of the service, which forbid 

the use of public property for private purposes, and highly injurious to the service; for in 

consequence of the liberty taken by Mr. Ormsby, indulgences must have been granted to the 

policemen who manned the boat, and whose labor was greatly increased by the use made of 

it, to reconcile them to it. And we observe one mode of indulgence to have been the very 

frequent opportunities and liberty given to the boat's crew to spend a considerable part of 

their time in Sydney, and we cannot shut qur eyes to the facilities thus afforded them of 

communicating between prisoners and their friends. 
We 
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We regret that one of our number, Captain Ward, does not concur in these conclu-

sions; his views upon the matter are expressed in a separate memorandum, which is appended 

to this letter, and it will be for the Government to decide to which view the most w&ght 
should be attached. 

In every point of view, however, we concur in condemning the practice, whether 
authorised by the proper authority or not. 

But we believe it to have been whollywithout that authority. 

Partly allied to this subject of the boat service is the complaint of the Rev. Mr. 

Pendrill of the course of treatment he experienced on his ministerial visits to the island. 

He and the other Reverend Chaplain, Mr. Kenyon, were sent in the small or super-

numerary boat, (the history of which has been before given) in blowing and unfavourable 

weather, with also a convict in irons, while the visitors' boat had, after Mr. PendrilFs 

arrival at the island, been sent away on a picnic excursion; and a falsehod was imposed 

.on Mr. Pendrill, by Dunning and the coxswain, to account for the small boat being used 

in this service, viz, that the other boat was being painted, or under repair. 

These facts are stated unquestionably by Mr. Pendrill and Mr. Thomas, and sufficiently 
-admitted by Dunning. 

But this was not a solitary instance of discourtesy and disrespect shewn to Mr. 

Pendrill in this particular; several other instances are stated in his evidence, to which we Nos. 64-72, 93. 
refer in the margin. 

We think also that the Rev. Mr. Pendrill was not treated with the respect due to his 

sacred office—a remark which applies in part to both the Reverend Chaplains, but chiefly 
and personally to Mr. Pendrill. 

It appears that at one time Mr. Pendrill, in common, doubtless,with the Rev. Mr. 
10 11. 

Kényon, was on his visits to the island received as a guest by the Superintendent, and 

obtained the use of a suitable room in his quarters for retirement and preparing himself for 

Divine Service, a courtesy which was put an end to, as Mr. Ormsby states, when "he became 
c troublesome by interferng with the prisoners, extra his duty as Chaplain, upon which 

"subject Mr. Ormsby spoke to him, and with reference to what he had heard as to his 

"being the medium of communication between them and their friends without his knowledge 

or authority, that he turned round offensively on him, and from that time he ceased to be 

an acquaintance of his, and commenced the line of conduct he has since been adopting 
" towards him." - 

Being thus dislodged from the Superintendent's residence, and from a courtesy which 

ought, in our opinion, neither to be imposed upon the Superintendent to show, nor the 

Chaplain to be dependent upon, Mr. Pendrill resorted to the surgeon's dispensary, for the 

purpose of robing, &e. Mr. Pendrill—to use his own words—was "turned out of the 
11 dispensary," and informed, through the schoolmaster—who sent a message to him, that 
he wished to see him in the school-room—" that he was to put on his surplice there, and to 

" go down from there to the place where the service was held." 

Mr. Pendrill, considering the distance inconvenient, " ordered the gown to be taken 

" down to the Assistant Superintendent's office, about which there was considerable 

hesitation," but at length it was done, and, with that officer's permission, Mr. Pendrill 

continued to robe himself there during his connexion with the island. 

The circumstances which led to the rupture between Mr. Pendrill and the Superin-
tendent are related by Mr. Pendrill. 

There was a prisoner on the island who had formerly been a parishioner of Mr. Pen-

drill, and under his ministry, and he became an object of interest, as one who felt deeply 

his sad and fallen condition, and wept for the state to which his crime had reduced his wife 
and family, and besought Mr. Pendrill to visit them. 

Mr. Pendrill promised to do so, and he kept his word; he went as a Christian 
Minister to comfort the unoffending wife of a prisoner. 

There was, however, a policeman there before him, who took notes of what passed; 

and when he next visited the island, he says, " Mr. Ormsby came up to me and said— I 

have a charge against you, for carrying messages from prisoners to their families.' He 
*17_E 

added 
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Rev. Mr. Pendril], added, that Captain M'Lerie had been informed by a detective that I ha I carried a. 
Nos. 12-15. message from Coekerell to his family." 

The charge was unfounded. 

The surveillance thus exercised over a Minister of the Gospel in the exercise of his, 

duties we think was both unnecessary and improper. The discretion of a gentleman in that 

position might, and ought to have been, relied upon, that nothing would be said or done in' 

any such intercourse contrary to the discipline of the convict establishment. In fact, 

however, no charge was made against Mr. Pendrill that his communication was of that 

nature 

The arrangements for the performance of the Chaplain's duties were, however, 

defective and unbecoming in every respect; and this remark applies to both the reverend 

gentlemen who attended the island as Ministers of Religion. 

Not only was a suitable room altogether wanting for retirement, which several hours 

stay upon the island rendered imperatively necessmy, but neither was there one proper for 

the purpose in which either of the reverend gentlemen could see and converse confidentially 

with prisoners desiring spiritual comfort and admonition. 

The use of the school-room wes indeed allotted to the Revd. Mr. Pendrill after much 
No. 17. annoyance and delay and refusal, but it was not a room fit for the purpose; there were men 

smoking in the next room, and there was no accommodation. 

Mr. Pendrill says,—" I applied for that room in consequence of htving been turned 

" out of the dispensary by Dr. West. T had been in the habit of using it as a vestry on 

Sunday, but one Sunday Dr. West sent his assistant to request me to leave it, as he said 

" he wished to see his patients there. I left, but had no place to go to; 11 went out and sat 

" on the wall." 

There is other evidence of Mr. Pendrill, relating more particularly these circum-

stances, and shewing the treatment and privation he experienced, and the complete unfitness of 

17, 27. the school-room, to which we especially direct your attention. Enough has perhaps been 

stated specifically to shew that Mr. Pendrill was treated most unbecomingly, and that he had 

great reason to complain. 

Mr. Thomas, who was employed on the island as Civil Engineer for nearly four years, 

one of Mr. Parkes' informants, and who,  admitted himself to be the writer of a letter in the• 

Empire newspaper of 5th October, signed " Another Witness," attended before the 

Board, and, in addition to the points on which his evidence has been already stated, instanced 

an infringement of the 5th regulation by the Superintendent: namely, " nor shall any per-

" son whatever who may have daily business in Sydney be permitted to sleep on the island,. 

and it is absolutely necessary that the intercourse between the island and the main should 

" be as much restricted as possible." That two sons of Mr. Ormsby were resident on the, 

island who have daily business in Sydney. 

This statement is quite true, and moreover that the young men are allowed to keep 

their boats on the island; and one irregularity has certainly arisen from their living in it,. 

namely, that one of them, a lad of about fourteen years at the time, was, without the. 

knowledge of his father, instructed in sparring by one of the convicts five years ago. 

The residence of these young men with their father was authorized by the late 

Governor General Sir Charles Fitz Roy, before the present regulations came in force, and 

again by His Excellency the present Governor General, on the Superintendent's application, 

through the Visiting Magistrate, Captain M'Lerie, after the regulations in December, 1855; 

and no irregularity on their part, or any abuse of the privilege beyond the instance just 

mentioned, has been shewn to have arisen from their residence with their father. 

Mr. Thomas 
Next, a charge was made by Mr. Thomas against the Superintendent, in the following 

Nos. 105, 100. terms : He was asked, " Did you ever know any act committed by Mr. Ormsby that was 
cc unjust or discreditable to the establishment ?" He answered, " Yes, there was one ease 

"where I could not say that he took the cedar, but we missed a large plank of cedar out of 

" the timber yard; I informed Mr. Ormsby that it had been taken from the Engineer's 

stores, and he said, 'Well, I will make inquiries and see who has taken it;' he came out of 

- the gate about a quarter of an hour afterwards and said he had heard one of my own 

"foremen (Mr. Cahill) had got it in his quarters. Iwent to Mr. Cahill's quarters and told 
11him 
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"him I had heard such a report. He de& 
that it was true, and I then looked about. the 

premises and found that there was ..othing there. I went to Mr. Ormsby and told him. 

"Mr. Cahill had not got it He aid 'Nuver mind, it a little longer, we will try and  
" 'find out who has taken it,' 

time after that it was brought down from his housd, 
by the gardener, t Mr. Cahj1i' 

7 

"Mr. Ormsby must',ae known it was in his place." 
107. "I spoke to 

r. Ormsby about it on the day it was missed during dinner time, 
between one and 

Cwo o'clock." 

" He was on the island on that day." 
15. 

illiam Augustus cahill, foreman of works under Captain Mann, being asked about Mr. O&411
1  

th3ts circumstance, stated that there was a man named Spenser employed in the Engineer's Nos. 26-33. 

department, but who was allowed by Mr. Thomas, for Mr. Ormsby, a day or two at a time." 

" He was the man suspected of taking the plank " .. 84. 
He was at that time working.for Mr. Ormsby." 

36. 
The planks were in the yard when the men were turned out to dinner; they were 

"placed in such 
'a way that one could not be taken without being missed. Directly I came 

from dinner I missed two planks from the heap. I looked round the yard and could not 37. 

" see them, but I observed foot marks on the wall that led to Mr Ormsby's place—to the 

garden. I reported to Mr. Thomas. Whether he reported it to Captain Mann Icannot 
"say, but he spoke of it to Mr. Ormsby when he came home." 

He was at Sydney on that day." 38. 

He returned some time in the evening, and, I believe, the following day Mr. Ormsby 39. 
"made a search for the cedar through his yard, and returned it." 

This is the whole case upon which Mr. Thomas sought to fix a charge upon Mr. 

Ormsby of at least conniving at the taking of a cedar plank from the Engineer's stores. 

The evidence wholly fails in affecting Mr. Ormsby as conniving at the theft; but the 

matter does not appear to have been followed up by inquiry, as it ought to have been, in 

order that the real offender might be discovered and punished. In this, we think, there wat 
a remissness on the part of Mr. Ormsby. 

Another charge by Mr. Ormsby against the Superintendent is, that on a certain 

occasion he used most foul and abusive expressions towards Mr. Peers, the dispenser. 

See Mr. Peers, Mr. Peers himself, as well as Mr. West, states what these expressions were, and Mr. Nos. 22, 40. 
Ormsby states the occasion on which they were used. 

Mr. West, 4, 
and Mr. Orby' 

Peers had reported something to Mr. West as having been said of him by Mr. Ormsby, answer. 

concerning the performance of his duty as Visiting Surgeon, which the latter said was 

untrue, and on Mr. West complaining to Mr. Ormsby that he had so spoken of him to his 

subordinate, instead of making any complaint he might have to himself, Mr. Ormsby became 

exceeding angry with Peers, and did make use of the improper expressions imputed to him. 

These cannot be justified; but, considering the provocation which Mr. Ormsby eon- 
siclered himself to have received, are partly excusable. 

We come now to an important charge brought against Mr. Ormsby, namely, that 

sparring matches having taken place on the island with the knowledge or connivance of the 

Superintendent and other officers of the island, and that he and his two sons, subordinate 
officers and strangers, have been present at them. 

There were two men skilled in the art of boxing, prisoners on the island at the same 

time—_Perry and Sinclair; the former a very powerful and renarkab1e man, by trade a 

penter, the other a barber, as stated by Mr. Ormsby. These two would obviously at times, 

when released from work, be incited by each other and by their fellow prisoners to exhibit 

their skill in a short stand-up, and thus far, it is admitted by Mr. Ormsby, might have 

occurred; but he denies that any regular match ever did occur, or could occur, without 

his knowledge, and that of every subordinate officer on the establishment. 

We are of that opinion on the latter point. None such could occur without its being 

known to the Superintendent and every officer on the settlement. But we find upon the Easton, No.,;. 10, 

evidence that sparring matches, really deserving of that name, did occur upon several 46, 72, 106, i4t3, 161. 
ocasions, and-

upon the Lord's Day, and that several officers of the establishment, and the 

officers 

61 
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officers of the Military guard, and strangers did witness them; that a pair of gloves, obtained 

in some surreptitious manner, was found amongst them by Mr. Brown, the Assitant Super-

intendent, and on another occasion a substitute for gloves, made of an old flannel jacket. 

'l)t M'anii 
We find further that Perry, a shipwright, who was a powerful athletic man, and ought 

Enton, Nob. to have been kept on the works, was taken off the works by the Superintendent and placed 
lbh 209. over the cells, a duty which does not require a man of that description; for the cells are so 

constructed, being excavations out of the solid rock, as to make the duty of an overseer a 

Eason, No.23. very easy one; and that Sinclair was put to do duty as a barber; that on c.e occasion Perry 

was relieved at the cells, and brought down to exhibit his powers in the prison ;ard, another 

man being substituted for him in the meanwhile at the cells, which must have beerf the act 

of some one having authority to relieve -him, as a subordinate officer at least. When we nd 

that the Superintendent, knowing he had these two characters on the island, adopted no 

means of keeping them apart, but rather, by placing them in the easiest berths, gave in effect, 

though not in intention, facilities to them of following their pastime, and amusing the spectators, 

prisoners, and others; when, moreover, we find that a sparring match did take place at the 

quarters of the Military Officer, between Perry and a visitor of that officer, Captain 

Macdonald; that on that occasion the Superintendent was applied to, and gave permission 

for Perry to go to the officer's quarters, as Captain Macdonald wished to see him—for we 

think it perfectly incredible that the Superintendent could be quite ignorant of what he was 

wanted for—when, in addition to all this, one of his own sons learned the art of boxing from 

one of the men, we cannot acquit the Superintendent, and indeed any officer on the cstablih-

ment, of eithr the most culpable remissness or indifference, amounting to incapacity for such 

a charge, or of knowledge of, and connivance to some extent in this malpractice. 

We acquit, however, the Superintendent and his sons of ever having been present on 

any of these occasions. 

The evidence which has brought us to these conclusions will be found as stated in the 

-margin. 
Another charge made by Mr. Thomas was, that he had known the Superintendent to 

Mr. Thomas, 
Nub. 166-169. take a man into the hospital, named Spencer, who had been reported to the doctor as fit for 

work, and that he was employed at Mr. Ormsby's. 

Mr. Peers. 
It was not in Mr. Ormsby's province to take a man into the hospital, and Peers, the 

No. 69-75, dispenser, denies the fact altogether. That Spencer was employed by Mr. Ormsby on his 
185 -193. private business, on several occasions, with Mr. Thomas' permission, is proved, but not to may 

Mr. Cahill, great extent. Cahill, under whom the man was employed in the workshop, states, once or 
os. 29-34, 
5259. twice in a week or fortnight for a day or two at a time, and Mr. Ormsby, in his answer to 

the charge, states the amount of the man's labor to have been very small. 

Still the employment was contrary to the regulations, and should neither have been 

permitted by Mr. Thomas nor asked for by Mr. Ormsby. 

But we fear that a more serious infraction of the regulations has taken place in th 

employment of convict labor upon the garden known as the Superintendent's garden, which i 

of large extent, probably about three or four acres, sub-divided by numerous walls, built 

roughly of rubble stone without mortar, and frequently requiring repair. 

These repairs are performed by convict laborers, on a requisition by Mr. Ormsby top 

the Civil Engineer. 
The walls are repaired as Government work. 
But we think it could never have been contemplated that gardens so extensive should 

be kept up by convict labor, especially when it is remarked that one gardener only is alhumd 

by the regulations to the Superintendent. The cultivation of so large an extent of garden 

must, in our opinion, have occupied a large number of men at times. 

Mr. Ormsby states that 30,000 or 40,000 cabbage plants are grown there yearly, 

.an
d that all persons on the island, free and convict, together with his own family, are 

occasionallY supplied from it. 
But there is a prisoners' garden, expressly for their supply; and we do not approve 

of the 1pixing toethcr public and private property. 

'Mr. Ormsby is allowed 
arde and one gardener for his private use,—a privilege 

which ought not to have been encroached pon as 
the evidence throughout chews that i has. 

been to a large extent. We 
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We are of opinion that it has led to much irregularity and abuse. 

The Superintendent is next charged—" That he refused' to give any assistance when 

applied to upon the occasion of fifty prisoners leaving the works, (in spite of the endeavors 

of the overseers to prevent them), and going to the office of the Resident Engineer, and 

threatening that officer with his life, and that these men received no punishment for their 
" conduct." 

And agaiii_" That the prisoners on one occasion refused to go to their work, and 
" that no steps were taken to enforce the orders given them." 

Next—two instances of insubordination on the part of the prisoners and apathy or 

unconcern on the part of the Superintendent, are related by Mr. Thomas himself, who was 

the Resident Engineer mentioned :-" I was present when the prisoners left the works, and 
Mr. Thomas, " I went and complained to the Superintendent. I was at my office at the time, which 

IS " next to Mr. Ormsby's. I went into him,. saying tIt these men had left the works, and 
" come up to me in a threatening way, and I asked him to give me some assistance in 

sending them away. This he refused, and said he could not do anything with them, and 

" could not send them down. The men remained there for some time, in a very threatening 

" manner; they came up to my office, and commenced abusing me. He said he would 'have 

" nothing at all to do with it, and refused to give me any assistance. After remaining some 
time, they walked away to the works." 

The other instance Mr. Thomas brought forward upon hearsay. 

Upon the first case Mr. Thomas referred us to Easton, as his witness of the transac-

tion. His account is—" It has generally been the rule, since I have been on the island, 

which is eight or nine years, that there used to be five men to draw the hand-cart up that 

"hill, always; and I believe Mr. Thomas gave orders for four men to draw it up, and they 
" were third-class men—not able-bodied men." 

One individual, a partially insane person, went towards Mr. Thomas; he was taken 

before the Visiting Magistrate, and "Mr. Thomas declined to come forward." 

Upon the other instance Mr. Thomas referred us to Mr. Broderick, who was attached 

to the Engineer's Department, and had particular charge of the mechanical branch. He Mr. Broderick, 
relates the circumstance— It was on a Saturday, when the "Claremont was discharging Nos. 10-38. 

" machinery at the island; the Captpin asked whether the men cbuld not be employed in the 
" afternoon in discharging, as he wished to get away." 

Saturday afternoon hs been a customary holiday to the men, and Mr. Broderick 

gave instructions to the foreman to acquaint the Superintendent that the men would be 
required to work after dinner that day. 

The Superintendent appears to have sanctioned the requisition, for the men were 

seen descending the hill towards the works, when, all at once, one of the gangs turned back, 

and the others followed their example. Mr. Broderick says—..'; I met Mr. Ormsby on the hill, 

"and asked him what the meaning of that was—he said they had refused to work, 'what 

"'can I do in the matter?' He said he would take the names down of those who refused to 

"work, and all he could do was, as I understood, to bring them before the Visiting 
"Magistrate." The men did not go to the work. 

The desiring them to do so was an infringement of their usual privilege of a respite 

from work on Saturday afternoon, and was for the purpose of accommodating the Captain of 
the " Claremont." 

The case was brought before the Visiting Magistrate, who dealt with it, and sentenced 
several of the prisoners to the cells. 

But Mr. Broderick and Mr. Thomas appear to have thought that the men ought to 

have been " forced to go to the work," and that the Superintendent should have called out 
the Military guard. 

We think that the Superintendent should have first well considered the propriety of 

the order before he gave it, and having done so, he should have insisted on its being obeyed, 

as it probably would have been if he had shewn the requisite determination. 

For this refusal about twenty-five persons were confined to the cells several days, and 

amongst them one mentioned by Mr. Pendrill as "having been first confined on the charge 
" and then released." 

* 17—F 
Another 
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Another charge was brought by Mr. Thomas against the Superintcndent,that he has 

borrowed money from the prisoners. 

No surmise or suspicion of such a transaction was mentioned to us by any one person 

examined but Mr. Thomas, and by him only on " hearsay." Mr. Brown repels the suspicion 

in the strongest manner—" I never heard it stated or suggested on the island in my life that 

the Superintendent had borrowed money of the prisoners." 

Mr. Thompson_formerly reporter to the S9dneli Morning Herald, 
another of Mr. 

Parkes' informants, and writer of a letter in the Empire 
of the 6th October, signed "A Third 

Witness," in which he put himself forward as " personally cognizant for some years past 

of the disgraceful state of the island, and of the apathy and neglect which have rendered 

" all repöts of the infamous proceedings there mere farces "—admitted that he was only on 

the island twice; once when Sir Charles Fitz Roy laid the first stone of the dock, and again 

for three days on a visit to Mr. Thomas. He statedas the only fact which fell under his own 

observation a trifling dispute about the key of the bathing house, and the insolence of a 

prisoner who was sent for the key, and some uncivil expressions used by Mr. Ormsby of Mr. 

Thomas, and that "the general demeanour of the prisoners towards Mr. Thomas was 

" disrespectful ." 
He stated that his only means of knowledge were those three days visit to the island— 

that he knew of none of the facts for which he vouched, as having been " personally cog- 

nizant for some years," and his only authority was information communicated by others. 

- 
. Yet this person took upon himself to assure Mr. Parkes and the public, " that the 

" statements set forth in the form of queries in the letter subscribed 'Another Witness' (Mr. 

"Thomas), are not only true but that they do not include one tithe of the enormities which 

" have for years past rendered Cockatoo Island a worse hell, if that be possible, than Norfolk 

" Island." 
He was asked, "How many of the statements of 'Another Witness' can you support 

" of your own knowledge?" he answered, "None; I only knew them from Mr. Thomas' and 

11 
Mr. Duff's statements," and when stating "I was perfectly cognizant for years, I had no 

" other knowledge but that acquired from three days residence on the island, and communi- 

cated by others." 
Respecting another categorical statement by him in the newspaper of a person having 

been brutally murdered on the island, being asked his authority for that, he said,—" Both 

" Mr. Thomas and Mr. Duff told me that very suspicious circumstances attended the cases,. 

" and tijat the man who was supposed to have thrown hiii down was discharged from the 

"island, and that was the authority on which I made the statement." 

We will not trouble you farther with a conparison of this unworthy person's public 

statements with his authority when examined upon them; but we desire your reference to, 

the whole of his evidence, as shewing the mode in which charges such as these can be got 

up, and persons found to vouch for them. 

Mr. Christopher Murray, formerly a constable on the establishment, one of Mr. 

Parkes' informants, and writer of a letter in the Empire 
of the 7th October, signed 

" A Fourth Witness," attended the Board, and was examined upon all the matters under 

inquiry; but he made no new charge, excepting an unfounded one of the malappropriatiofl 

of a small portion of his pay, which had been stopped for a breach of duty, and applied to 

the Police Fund, under the order of the Visiting Magistrate. His evidence will be found 

Teferred to under the several heads of inquiry, and is important upon several of them. 

We come now to those material points in our inquiry to which you direct our 

especial attentiofl- 
" Whether the conduct of the officers and servants upon the island has or 

" has not been such as to merit the displeasure of the Government." 

" Whether the management of the establishment generally by the Super-

" intendent is in accordance with the regulations laid down for his 

guidance." 

" Whether the penal discipline of the island is maintained and impartially 

11  carried out;" and  
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4. " Whether the regulations generally are sufficient for the objects contem- 

11 they are not, then what modification of them can be 

it suggested? 

Upon the first point we do not think ourselves called upon on the evidence to bring 

particularly to your notice the conduct of any officer or servant on the establishment in the 

discharge of his duties, except that of the Superintendent, of the Visiting Surgeon, of the 

Assistant Superintendent, and of the Dispenser. No irregularity or impropriety of conduct 

has been imputed to any other. 

Several instances have been already notice.l by us in which we think the conduct of 

the Superintendent to have been more or less reprehensible; we need not; alude again to 

these. 

One of the charges brought before us has concerned the conduct of other officers of 

the establiêhment than the Superintendent, viz., that of the Visiting Surgeon and Dispenser, 

relative to the treatment of two prisoners who died in the hospital—Daniel Dunsmore and 

William Murphy. 

Dunsmore was a young man about twenty-one years of age. He complained to the 

Dispenser, Mr. Peers, who, being resident on the island, has the general charge of the hospital, 
Mr. Peers, 

- i 
. Nos. 78-105. 

on. the 2oth March, lb5b. His case and the treatment of t are stated by Peers—" His disease 

" was consumption, or disease of the lungs, rather pleurisy. He was not admitted into the 

11 
hospital in the first instance, but exempted from work and put into the exempt list. At 

11 
 first his symptoms were merely an inflammatory cough, for which I treatefi him—I gave 

11 
 him lobelia and mther. About nine in the morning fully examined him, not considering 

" his case worthy of more attention at that time, and sent him to the exempt ground. 

" He came three times a day to take his medicine—lie came again next day. I gave him cough 

"mixture, camphorated opium, ipecacuanha, and animoniacum. On the 27th the same 

" treatment was continued, but he was taken into the hospital during the day." 

"He was sent back the exempt ground—think Dr. West must have seen him, for I 

"see digitalis is added." 

"On the third day he went again to the exempt ground, and on the fourth day he 

" Was admitted into the hospital, viz., the 28th. On that day the Visiting Surgeon saw 

14 
him; he continued in the hospital on the 29th, 30th, and 31st under treatment, and on 

the 1st of April he died." 

The exempt ground is a platform of the rock on the south and south-west side of the 

island. We think the sending a man laboring under such symptoms as Dunsmore's at the 

end of the month of March to such an exposed situation as the exempt ground for three days 

was an act of most cruel and culpable negligence. He ought, clearly, under such symptoms 

to have been taken at the very first into the hospital, or put in to some warm sheltered place, 

instead of being exposed at any season of the year, but especially at the fall of the year, to_ 

changeable winds and weather. 

The blame for that is chargeable against Mr. Peers, who has ceased to be the dispenscr- 

We think, however, he should have been seen earlier by Dr. West, whose regular visits. 

to the island are twice a week. On this occasion he was sent for at eleven o'clock at night, 

on the 28th of March, the day on which Dunamore was admitted into the hospital, 

and then saw the patient for the first time. 

A post mortem examination was made by Peers, the dispenser, which Mr. West did 

not attend; a neglect on his part which we think should be noticed, and no inquest was held. 

on the body. 
Air. Peers, 

The other case charged as one neglected by the medical department was that of a man 

named William Murphy. He was an old man, about eighty years of age, admitted into the 
Mr. West, No. 38-48; 
and ee the whole of 

hospital at half-past ten on the night of the 3rd December, and died at two paz. on the 7th :ece of 

December. 
Messrs. West and 
Peers on this point, 

" His disease was spasmodic asthma." 
4th November. 

There was no post mortem examination, and no inquest was held on the body. 

There seems to us no ground for imputing neglect iii this case. 

- In both cases, hover, it has been stated that the hospital books7 have been falsified, 

and entries made after death, to give an untrue account of the treatment. 
We 
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We have critically examined both Mr. West and Peers, and their books, and are 

satisfied that there is no ground for this part of the charge. We think, however, that con-

siderable looseness has existed in this department. 

First, in drawing full rations for every person in the hospital, whatever be the diet 

ordered for each. 

Secondly, in there being no sufficient check to the expenditure of medicines and 

medical stores. 

Thirdly, as to the books which should be kept in the hospital but are not, viz., a 

prescription book and a diet book. 

Fourthly, in not attaching a ticket to the head of the bed of each patient, stating 

the diet ordered, and so affording the prisoner the satisfaction of observing if 

he receives the diet prescribed. 

A charge, not indeed affecting any officer of the establishment, was brought by Mr. 

Thomas, which we have thought it right to inquire into.—" How was it that an inquest 

" held on the body of a prisoner killed in the dock was adjourned but never sat again; 'and 

" does the death of this man remain to this day a mystery on that account ?" 

Mr. Thompson, who gives Mr. Thomas and Mr. Duff as his sole authority, says, 

broadly, that "very suspicious circumstances attended the case; that the man was brutally 

" murdered by a fellow convict in sight of other convicts; that the then coroner, Mr. J. Ryan 

BrenaH, opened the inquest and adjourned it, yet did not resume it; that the body of the 

"niurdered man was buried without further inquiry." 

If Mr. Brenan failed in his duty in not resuming the inquest, he must answer for 

that. 

We are clearly of opinion that no murder was committed by any one, and that the 

unfortunate man fell into the dock, and was killed accidentally. 

But the three cases of death on the island which have been mentioned, in two of 

which no inquest was attempted to be held, in the other not carried out to a verdict, suggest 

to us that in future the rule of the English law ought to be imperatively observed, whereby 

it is required that an inquest should be held upon the body, in every case of death in gaol; 

indeed it has been provided for by the 8th Regulation, in cases of sudden or accidental death. 

We think that notice of every death of a prisoner ought to be given to the Visiting 

Magistrate, and an inquest held. 

With respect to the general management of the Superintendent, we are unable to 

state either that it has been, or is now, in accordance with what a proper state of discipline 

would demand, or what the regulations require. 

We separate these two points because the regulations do not contain any instructions 

as to the discipline to be pursued and enforced: it consequently comes to be such as is in 

aMY'Lere, accordance with the Superintendent's own ideas of convict discipline, or such as the e'79 

Mr. Visiting Magistrate for the time being has recommended. At one time, under Mr. Browne's 
Nos. 462. superintendence as Visiting Magistrate, it was apparently more strict, many liberties and 

recreations having been since allowed which that Magistrate would have forbidden; such 

as noisy amusements at any time, singing or loud talking in the wards, and the obtaining 

of extra clothing not contemplated by the regulations. 

On these heads we think it absolutely necessary that the Government should prescribe 

authoritatively the system of discipline which it will have pursued. That followed 

by the present Superintendent, except during the time Mr. Browne was Visiting 

Magistrate, appears to us to have been, and still to be, most objectionable. It, nevertheless, 

has had the approval of both captain M'Lerie and Mr. North; and we would seriously draw 

your attention to the evidence of both these gentlemen, as shewing the views entertained by 

them with respect to their duties. 

As to punishment, it is of the mildest sort, and consists merely of labor on the public 

works during the ordinary laboring hours, and a system of taskwork which admits of a 

willing and industrious man earning many indulgencies in diet, &o. 

The conviits are altogether exempted .from labor during unfavorable weather, and when 

employed on works requiring extra clothing, provided with such clothing; and during the 

hours 
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hours cessation from labor, they are confined in the prison yard, and at night in close wards. 

This imprisonment and labor are all the punishment a convict undergoes, save for offences 

against good order and discipline on the island, then only is inflicted close confinement in the 

cells, and an extension of the term of service necessary to entitle the prisoner to a ticket-of-

leave. 

We are far, however, from thinking slightly of even this  extent of punishment; it is 

all perhaps that the general opinion and feeling of the age would allow, and being one of 

entire seclusion, except to the society of offenders of all classes and degrees of,depravity 

separation from all ties of domestic life and affection; the loss of liberty for the period of 

sentence, and the being subject during it to a species of government which the mind is apt 

to consider arbitrary, despotic, and tyrannical, must operate upon a person possessed of any 

sensibility. 

It is a state of things which encourages and gives birth to suspicions where no ground 

exists for them, and these frequently of the most revolting and odious nature. Partiality, 

favoritism, and persecution are generally charged against superiors, and they are largely 

charged against the Superintendent of Cockatoo Island. - 

The mode of g,overnment is open to such abuses, and these are difficult of proof, 

although carrying conviction to those who witness such proceedings,- as for instance were 

pursued by the Superintendent in Gleadall's case, and in Perry's and in Sinclair's. 

Minds like theirs could not perceive any cause for the removal of Perry and Sihclair from 

laborious occupation to the lightest, and even to situations of trust; nor, as in Fox's case, 

the remission of the greater portion of his sentence altogether, without attributing these 

indulgencies to favoritism; nor could they in the belief that Gleadail was on several occasions Vide Dunning's 
- evidence on this 

obnoxious to the Superintendent attribute his dumissal to any other cause. point. 

The regulations of Government made for the guidance of the Superintendent have in 
Inspector Dunning, 

several important and material points come to be wholly disregarded—points on the observance Nos. 222-297. 

of which the discipline and order of a penal establishment, we are of opinion, mainly depend. 

We pass over several instances of infringement of the regulations by the Superin- 

tendent of minor importance, which will occur to you at almost - every page on reading 'the 

evidence, and will bring to your notice only those which are of moregrave and prominent 

character. - - 

And, first, we think the removal of Perry, the boxer, from the works to the cells was 

contrary to the 12th regulation. Secondly, there have been frequent infringements by' the 

Superintendent of the 20th regulation, in the employment of Spencer, although for no long 2'89 125 
periods, and in the employment of more than the "one gardener" allowed to the Superin.. 126-157, 217-236, 

tendent by the Regulations, on the cultivation and manuring of the garden, which go-es by 
- 6... 

the name of the Superintendent's, and in building and rebuilding the walls when fallen. 

Thirdly, the second general regulation,—" That no person (except those duly authorized) 

" shall land on the island without an order from the Colonial Secretary or Visiting Magis- 

trate, and always in the presence of the Superintendent or his Assistant," has been in the 

latter part wholly disregarded. Again, the 4th General Regulation,—" That all boats (except 

" certain therein specified) going to or coming from the island, will be liable to be stopped 

" and examined by the Water Police." Fourthly, the regulation for the Assistant Superin-

tendent, overseers, and other subordinate officers of the penal establishment, have come to be 

disregarded in the most extraordinary manner, and in the widest sense utterly subversive of 

the first principles of a penal establishment. " They are to bring nothing on the island 

" without the knowledge and consent of the Superintendent"—and- " no overseer or other 

" subordinate officer will on any pretence be permitted to bring spirituous liquors on,  the 

" island." So the regulation for the police, No. 23.—" No spirits will be allowed on, the 

island, except under the written authority of the Visiting Magistrate, Superintendent, or 
" Civil Engineer." 

In consequence of the breach of the General Regulations, No. 2, and no arrangement 

being made by the Superintendent for carrying it out, according to its spirit, if inconvenient 

or impossible for himself or his deputy to attend the landing of boats, such as instructing 

the Inspector of Police, or some other officer to perform it, this most neeesary duty has been 

wholly unprovided for, and the evidence on this point leads to the conclusion that-the utmost 
irregularity has prevailed. - - - - - 

* 17.G Parcels 
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Mr. Easton, Nos. Parcels and letters have been landed from boats, carried up to the quarters of the 

154-176,177-184, free officers by convict servants, under no supervision whatever; and thus articles of indul-

gence have been obtained by the prisoners in a surreptitious manner—extra articles of 

- clothing, newspapers, and on one occasion boxing gloves. 

And, in consequence of this breach of the regulation for subordinate officers, and of 

the Police Regulation No. 23, wine, spirits, and beer have been landed at the island for 

subordinate officers of every class, without inquiry, search, or cheek of any sort. 

So gross a violation of this essential regulation has surprised us greatly; but the 

evidence of it is too clear to be doubted, and shews that, in fact, there is no effective super-

intendence upon the most important matters to be cared for in a penal settlement. 

Inspector Dun- We refer you particularly on all these points to the evidence of Mr. Dunning, the 
ning, Nos. 222- 
297, 312-319. Inspector of Police. 

The evidence of Mr. Brown, the Assistant Superintendent, is to the same effect. He 

says—" I did not attend, nor did the Superintendent, at the landing of boats, except when 

the indulgence boat brought things for the prisoners, paid for out of their task money; 

" these things were taken by me and examined before issued. The Saperintendent's or free 

officers' things used to be taken direct by the servants of these persons to their quarters, 

unexamined by the police or me. I have seen a keg of wine brought to the island, and 

spirits, to the extent of a bottle at the time, without the knowledge or consent of the 

Superintendent. It is not the practice to ask the Superintendent's leave." 

"I never examined any bundles or parcels brought to the island, or the person of 

any one visiting the island." 

The free overseers and subordinate officers did bring spirits on the island." 

I can positively state that the regulations regarding subordinate officers bringing 

" spirits to the island have not teen carried out." 

"I have always had access to the regulations, and am familiar with them" 

Smith, coxswain of the visitors' boat, says,—" I have brought beer in kegs for many 

people on the island, also, wine and spirits, in cases, for Mr. Orinsby, but not for any one 

" else. The other boatmen are in the habit of bringing parcels, and they might have con-

tamed spirits, but never to my knowledge; the bundles were not examined at the wharf." 

"Beer and wine and spirits were brought to the island iii Ohand1e's (pr the shop) 

"boat, for the free people." - 

Mr. Browne says, that when he was Visiting Magistrate (which was before the present 

Mr. Browne, regulation of Government,) he was never applied to for permission to lani spirits, and he con- 

Nos.22-24, 27, sidered that the Superintendent was responsible for the landing of any spirits. Mr. Bru\vn 
28,29. 

was referred to the regulation as to the prohibition to free officers to bring spirits on the 

island; there was such a rule as that in existence during his time; he was never applied t 

relax it, and never did. One or two cases of drunkenness occurred amongst the prisoners, 

63, 64. where spirits had been brought to the island surreptitiously, and a constable on duty was 

dismissed. 

Captain MLerie gives an extraordinary reason for the old rule concerning spirits 

having been abandoned, and that by the authority of a Board, in which we think him 

altogether in error, except indeed, unfortunately, as to the fact of the violation of the 

rule.  He says,—" There were orders against bringing spirits to the island, but I found 

Capt. M'Lerie, " after the number of civil officers increased, and people connected with the Engineer's 
Nos. 42, 43. department, that it was a restriction they would not assent to. There was a Board appointed, 

" and the rule was modified," "of which Board two of the gentlemen now present were 

" members." 

On this point Captain M'Lerie is clearly mistaken. There was no such modification 

of the rule by any Board of which the two gentlemen alluded to (Captain Ward and Mr. 

Merewether) were members, nor, we believe, by any legitimate authority whatever. 

It is possible Captain M'Lerie has miseoneeived the purport of the regulation of 

Government in 1855 as justifying such a departure from first principles; but it is the 

infraction of the rule of 1855 which we consider to be so highly reprehensible, and the 

total abandonment of which is wholly unjustifiable and inexcusable. That rule did not 

altogether prohibit the use of spirits, &c., to the free persons employed on the island, but 
placed 
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placed them under the reasonable check and restraint of "the permission of the Visiting 

Magistrate, Superintendent, or Chief Engineer, being necessary ;"—a most reasonable and 

necessary regulation, for the breach of which we can see no excuse whatever. 

Mr. Ormsby did complain of the disorderly conduct of the new corners to the island 

in 1853, partiearly of their drunkenness, and Captain M'Lerie states that he received a 

good many communications to the same effect. 

Captain M'Lerie says "he never had any application from a subordinate officer for 

" leave to bring spirits to the island;" he thinks he recollects on one occasion some report 

having been brought to him of "a bottle of wine having been found in the possession of the 

police." He says,—" Mr. Ormsby informed me of i, and said the man was unwell, and I 

"told the Inspector not to take notice of it, as it might be looked upon as medicine." 

We hardly know how to look upon this incident. It might seem to imply that 

extreme care was taken by the Superintendent to report to the Visiting Magistrate " a single 

"bottle of wine," which had been brought to the island by a policeman who was unwell; 

but when we observe the wholesale and unrestricted importation which has existed, we scarcely 

like to express what we really think of it, viz., that it was a piece of pretence. Captain 

M'Lerie adds,—" There were no complainth that spirits were brought to the island, but I was No. 49. 

" convinced that spirits were brought, as on one or two occasions I had to punish prisoners 

for being drunk." 

Another incident of the same nature occurred in Mr. North's time. Under examina- Mr. North, 

tion before ihe Beard he stated, "this rnwning a written application was made to me for 23 to JO. 

permission to take a bottle of porter to the island." That was the first instance of an 

application being made to him. Captain MiLecie states, "in justice to the authorities, CaPt. MLcrie, 

" the officers of the island, we found on one occasion spirits in a 'plant,' as it is Nos. 50-61. 

"called. After the prisoners are recalled to their barracks the sentries are withdrawn 

" from the shores of the island, which are thus left unprotected, and boats can land. 

Spirits may then be planted among the rocks in positions with which, by preconcerted 

"signals, the prisoners may be made acquainted." 

The only limit (to bringing spirits to the island) being the want of means on the 

"part of the prisoners to purchase them." 

Mr. North's evidence on this subject is equally unsatisfactory. It shows the 
Mr. North, 

unchecked and unrestricted importation of spirits, &c. to the island. He kriew the rule as Nos. 23-30. 

to the importation of spirits; was never applied to for permission to land any except on the 

occasion above referred to, when he gave permission to land a single bottle of porter. 

The 17th General Regulation has also been neglected, and we think very much to 

the injury of the service. It states that "the general duty of the Superintendent as con-

" nected with the prisoners whilst employed on the works, is to insure, by his own super-

vision, the vigilance of his officers, and the safe custody and discipline of his prisoners." 

It is stated in the evidence that he wholly neglected this very important duty. 

If it had been performed, it is hard to conceive how many irregularities could have 

taken place without his knowledge and interposition which are stated in the evidence to 

have occurred; for example, the disobedience of the prisoners on two occasions mentioned by 

Mr. Thomas—boats landing, and parcels, &c., to a large amount carried up to different 

officers' quarters by convict servants without search or inquiry. Indeed we cannot imagine 

so deplorable a state of things to exist in any penal establishment if the Superintendent did, 

according to the spirit of the 17th regulation, " give his own personal supervision," and 

apply his own vigilance to every transaction which might lead to a breach of the penal 

discipline and good order. 

Such being the state of discipline, and such the nature and extent of the punishment 

of offenders under the system pursued, there is still one subject to which we must invite your 

attention, our own having been forcibly drawn to it. 

It is this,—the total want of any system or means whatever for the reformation of the 
criminals. 

It. is true that two reverend gentlemen, one of each of the principal religious corn-

munions, are attached to the island, and we are not so unmindful of their zeal in the great 

cause of religion as to doubt .that they would do all in their power in their several ceilings; 

but 
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but we cannot designate the formal services of religion which take place on the Lord's Day 

merely, and the casual visit of a clergyman on one other day in the week, as really effective 

means for the reformation of the criminals. We are of opinion that the reverend chaplains 

should, for their good offices to be effectual, be permanently attached to the establishment of 

the island, and that their ministrations should be daily and constantly applied to the great 

end of bringing sinners to repentance, and confirming the more decent or the wavering. 

They should be received, and looked upon, and treated .with the respect due to their 

sacred calling. They should have suitable lodgings convenient to themselves, and for 

receiving persons seeking spiritual comfort through their means. 

No such accommodation exists at present, but might surely be provided by means of 

those convicts whose eternal interests they are sent to serve. 

There are, as described by all the reverend gentlemen, many peniteuts of each com-

munion, of whom, if they could be separated from the more depraved, they would have 

reasonable hope. 

There is, however, no such separation as should depend upon conduct. 

We are of opinion that such a division should be made, and that without delay; even 

under present circumstances thus much might at least be accomplished; and further, we 

think that the Reverend Chaplains should have a principal voice in the selection of persons, 

to be kept separately—we mean at work and in the wards, and as much as possible on all 

other occasions. 

There is a small room imperfectly adapted for the purposes of a school for the children 

of the free persons on the island. A larger schpol should be provided for the use of 'aduit 

convicts, under the charge of the Chaplains, and means and opportunity should be afforded 

to better disposed prisoners to avail themselves of the instruction so to be imparted. 

In our view of this matter, the appointment of a schoolmaster is indispensable. 

Lastly, the whole system pursued upon the island requires organization. At present 

the convicts are employed as laborers merely. Those who have any acquaintance with 

handicraft trades are, on account of their superior usefulness, of course employed in their 

line, but there is no instruction for the uniniatecl—all are mere laborers; such as they were 

when they went to the island, such they leave it. No one systematically receives there the 

instruction which should fit him on his return to the society from which his crimes have 

banished him a better man, or better fitted for getting an honest livelihood. He returns 

it worse man in every respect than he went. 

Such a total want of means of useful instruction we consider to be a radical error in 

the system. 

Trades of all useful kinds should be systematically taught, and only the other-

vise useless person should be altogether a mere laborer. 

We do not mean that any prisoners should be altogether exempt from labor. This 

must, we fear, unhappily continue, for the sake of what is considered necessary to constitute 

the notion of punishment, that the well-disposed, for example, might be encouraged by being 

allowed to learn a trade as a reward for good conduct, and a certain time of exemption from 

labor shculd be allowed to those who are employed in learning trades. 

We are, of course, aware that the quantum of labor would be thus reduced, but the 

benefit must hereafter accrue to the whole community. 

Subject to these remarks, we are ourselves of opinion that the employment of convicts 

on public works in the neighbourhood of Sydney, such as those now in progress on Cockotoo 

Island, is the best mode which could be devised for the punishment of criminals, for making 

them useful to the community which they have inj ured by their ofenccs and for their own 

reformation. 

And we are further of opinion that any such public works may be perfectly and 

efficiently conducted by engineers and free overseers, by means of colivict labor, without any 

difficulty whatever. 

We think the regulations for the engineer department have at length become effectual 

for preventing any collision of authority; but there are wanting vast changes in the whole 

arrangements of the convict department to render it effective. 
Th 
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The preceding remarks will have shewn in what respects, nevertheless, we will briefly 

submit to you our views as to what these changes should be. 

These would, in our opinion, be the appointment of ,a more suitable person as Com-

mandant or Superintendent than the present gentleman. 

- We are by n2 means desirous of detracting from Mr. Ormsby the credit which is 

undoubtedly due to him of preserving any kind of authority and decency amongst a band of 

criminals so depraved as those who unhappily become the subjects of penal discipline. 

Mr. Ormsby has, of course, had many difficult circumstances to contend with; and 

although we are not, as the general tenor of our letter will shew, at all satisfied with the 

results of his administration, yet we must do him the jistice to observe that no authoritative 

system of discipline or government has been prescribed to him,—he has been left to follow his 

own somewhat mild and lax, but arbitrary, ideas of prison discipline. 

We can find no sufficient excuse forthe frequent disregard, in the particular instances 

we have pointed out, of those regulations which have been given to him, or for the improper 

use which he has made of the Government boat, of the policemen, and of the labors of the 

convicts. 

The Commandant or Superintendent of a penal establishment such as that on 

Cockatoo Island, so near to the temptations of Sydney, and on which both free skilled 

laborers, as well as a large body of convicts are employed, should be a person long accustomed 

to strict discipline, a man of honor, and of high principles. 

The emoluments of such a gentleman should be more commensurate with the charge 

confided to him than those of Mr. Ormsby have ever been. 

The particulars also of what may be termed perquisites of office, such as convict 

servants, the use and extent of a garden, should be again so strictly defined as not to admit 

of any doubt. The regulations in force would certainly, in our view, appear to be sufficiently 

explicit; but they have been evaded. 

It should not be allowed to be possible for the officer in charge to quote as his 

authority on any point verbal instructions, however given. His written instructions should 

be his only guidance, never varied, but in writing. 

Secondly,—the Medical Officer in charge of the island should be resident, and fitting 
quarters should be provided for him. 

Arrangements for the hospital should also be made, corresponding to those in use in 

Her Majesty's Hospitals, as to the various books and accounts .kept, the drawing of diet, and.. 

other particulars; for the faithful carrying out of all which the Medical Officer should be 
responsible. 

We disapprove entirely of the present establishment of a Resident Dispenser, -and a 

Visiting Surgeon; instead of the former, we think a responsible Resident Surgeon is 
necessary. 

As to inspection by an officer unconnected with the establishment, if that be deemed 

essential, we are clearly of opinion that it ought to be entrusted only to a responsible officer, 

under the general title of Inspector General of Prisons. 

The employment as Visiting Justices of magistrates performing other and suffi-

ciently onerous duties, without pay or emolument of any kind, has, in our opinion, been 

found in this case—and will probably be found in every ease in which it shall be tried—a 
failure. 

Thirdly,—the Chaplains should also be resident on the island, and suitable quarters 
should be provided for them. 

To these reverend gentlemen should be committed, not only the spiritual charge, 

which they have by virtue of their office, and which should be daily exercised for the benefit 

of their people, but also the superintendence of schools, conducted by (ree and competent 

teachers, for the secular instruction of adult prisoners. 

These points we think particularly necessary to be attended to in an establishment 

professing to have for its object the reformation as well as the p:mishment of the criminals: 

If our suggestions on this head be approved of, it will be for the Government, the 

officer in charge, and the reverend gentlemen themselves, to devise and carry out a reform- 
* 17—H 

atory 
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atory system to its proper extent, in the teaching of useful manual trades to the unin-

structed but better disposed part of the criminals, so adapt-ed as to make neither their 

punishment nor their instruction a sole object, but prudently, carefully, and with moderation 

to combine both. 

There only remains to be submitted to you a minor change which we think should 

be made, as to the person supplying the prisoners with indulgencies paid for out of their task 

work earnings. 

The person who has this privilege also supplies the Superintendent and subordinate 

officers of the establishment with necessaries. 

The prisoners objected, on one of our visits to the island, to this arrangement, and 

we think this objection well founded. A distinct purveyor for the prisoners of their own 

selection ought to be permitted. 

A 1' 
- In the appendices will be found the whole of the evidence taken by us in the inquiry, 

E, F,G. Mr. Ormshy's explanation, and various letters which passed between the Board and parties 

concerning it. The latter are not referred to in our Report, as not affording evidence upon 

any of the points investigated, and are only thus preerved in case hereafter any occasion 

should arise for their production. 
We have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your very obedient servants, 

W. W. BURTON. 

E. W. WARD: 

EDWARD C. MEREWETI-JER. 

I dissent from the opinion which the Report contains of Mr. Ormsby's conduct in 

regard to the use of the Government boats at Cockatoo, for the following reasons :- 

Captain M'Lerie was Visiting Magistrate of Cockatoo from 1851 to 1856. It was 

during this period that the extensive use of the public boats for private purposes was 

introduced, and it appears to mc, from the evidence of Captain M'Lerie, to have been so 

with his sanction. 

49 to 1O-O 
Captain M'Lerie states, that on the days on which Mr. Ormsby had the permission 

of the Government to leave the island he was allowed the visitors' boat, which for that day 

was considered at his disposl, if not required for the public service. 

- It has not been shewn or alleged that Mr. Ormsby ever quitted the island without 

31 to 41. leave. Captain M'Lerie has stated that he has granted leave for the boat to be taken 
136 to 138. ours . 
149 to 152, fishijg, with a net stated to have been purchased by the police, in their leisure h. 
ann 1O. Leave was granted to the police to fish in one of the spare boats in the bay, provided the 
Dunning

, 
 s cvi- 

dence, 170. police were not on duty. This has been granted more than once by Captain M'Lerie. 

Capt. M'Lerie, Captain M'Lerie also recognized Mr. Ormsby using the boat when not required for 
165, the public service, without leave from him. 

Though the boat's crew were called police, it does not appear that they ever were 

required to do duty as police; and I believe further inquiry would show that they were 

entered as policemen, though in reality boatmen, to bring them under the provisions of the 

Police Act, as to discipline. I do not then consider that the crew, when taken on picnics, 

were necessarily taken from duty. 

For these reasons, I consider Mr. Ormsby cannot be censured for the use lie made of 

-the boats, except on the occasion of his sending Mr. Pendrihl to Sydney in an inferior boat—

the visitors' boat having been taken for a picnic, under the knowledge of it being required 

for the public service. 

At the same time, I do not approve of such a license being granted for the use of 

public property; it is liable to be abused, and is unnecessary. It remains, however, with 

Captain M'Lerie to justify the license he gave, and to satisfy the Government that he did not 

exceed his instructions. 
E. W. WARD. 
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APPENDIX A. 

Jiathurf, 
Wednesday, Evening. 

God in Heaven bless yu, my dear Sir, for the exposure you have made of the 
iniquities of Cockatoo, of which I have complained over and over again to Dr. Woolley and 
others. But it was one of the many misfortunes of my miserable position that this should be 
regarded as the mere offspring of the impatience natural to me, placed in such a position. 
11 
Witness' " strictures are not in the least degree overdrawn; and whoever he may be—I 

think I can guess who the writer is—I should be thankful, in the belief that I am only doing 
my plain duty, if you will tell him that I shall be happy to corroborate and enter into the 
details of all the complaints he has made. I should, of course, be glad that the publication 
of my name were unnecessary; but even this sacrifice I hold as nought in the contemplation 
of the good which might, and I believe will, accrue from your publication of Mr. Ormsby's 
abominable dealings. Mr. Pendrill will tell you how earnestly I sought to improve the con-
dition of my fellow prisoners while at that miserable place, and how all my efforts were 
thwarted and undermined. Pardon my writing to you in this familiar strain, but I have 
waited so long for this consummation that my joy has, perhaps, got the better of my dis-
cretion. I saw the Chief Justice last week here, and mentioned this very subject to him 
but he gave me no encouragement to enter into details. Mr. Dailey will tell you also that, 
if it is possible to do so, I am doing my best to retrieve my former good character here, in 
the face of most heavy discouragement. If I can support you in anywise in this crusade 
against tyranny, and I may say every con ceiveable zniquity, be assured I shall only be too 
happy. My sense of revenge, if it ever existed, has subsided, and I only regard those who,  
I know are subjected to such an infernal influence. 
* * * * * * * 

I have, &c., 

Free Piess Office, 
J. ALWORTIE{ MEREWETHER. 

Wednesday Evening. 

APPENDIX B. 

(Private.) Iatlmurst Free Press Office, 
Friday .Nigltt. 

Dear Sir, 
I wrote so hurriedly the other day that I fear I was quite unintelligible; but 

at all events you must have understood my motive to express my gratitude for the energetic 
manner in which you have taken up the abuses at Cockatoo. I see a letter in Wednesday's 
Empire, signed " Still another Witness," which I believe to have been written by Mr. 
Taylor, the Clerk of the Bench there, or rather for him by a man named Hibbert, whose 
realname is Arnold, a prisoner and overseer in the hospital, who has been employed in a 
similar manner before, against Mr. Thomas the late Resident Engineer. It is well that you 
should know that this same Mr. Taylor is the individual who works the puppets on the 
Cockatoo stage; he forges the bolts which the Superintendent discharges; he is the M. Rodin 
to Mr. Ormsby's Aurigny; and a more crafty, unprincipled man, I believe, never existed. 

The present Visiting Magistrate, Mr. North, can, if he will, bear testimony to the 
scandalous manner in which the Superintendent treated me and Beer; he accused me of exciting 
a mutiny, without the slightest shadow of a pretext for the accusation. I insisted upon its full 
investigation, and I have good reason to know that Mr. North paw through the whole thing. It 
was done to prevent my leaving the island at the expiration of my imprisonment, as there is 
a bye-law which prevents any prisoner who has received a sentence from the Visiting Magis-
trate from leaving the island for six months; thuin effect addingto the judicial sentence. 
This has been continually carried out in the instance of prisoners obnoxious to the Superin-
tendent; he always has ready engines of perjury to support his wishes. Mr. Broderick, the 
overseer of the engine-house, can prove this. I would give much to be able to sec you in 
propriapeisond; it is so difficult to convey all one wishes in a letter, and one so hurried as 
this. If .1 could afford it, I would come down to Sydney, where I much wish to be, on 
account of my own business. 

There is also another point to which I very much wish to direct your attention. in 
the early part of 1856—I think in the month of March—a young man, named Daniel Dun-
more, was attacked with pleuritis, and complained to the dispenser, asking to be taken into 
the hospital. The dispenser, however, a very ignorant man, most unfitted for his situation 
in every point of view, refused him admittance, and sent him to the exempt ground—a damp 
bank—where he was exposed to rain, and his disease was doubtless much aggravated by this 
treatment. He became so much worse the next day that he was literally carried from his 
ward to the hospital, and in three days died. lie was a young man of one or two and twenty, 
the very picture of robust health; and the suddenness of his death, combined with the 
knowledge of his previous sufferings, all unheeded as they were, naturally produced a most 
powerful sensation among the other men, and, after a good deal of consultation and dispute 
as to what was the most preferable way of setting about it, they went in a body to Mr. 

* 17—I Brown 
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Brown, and demanded a satisfactory explanation of the cause of his death. Their conduct 
was most violent, for they were much excited, and they threatened to drag the dispenser out 
of the dispensary by the hair of his head. I, however, interfered, shewed that by such 
violence they would defeat their own ends, and Mr. Brown suggested that a deputation should 
be sent up to Mr. Ormsby to request an investigation. They at once asked me to form one, 

and five others were chosen. We saw Mr. Ormsby, and after his usual system of deceit and 
treachery, he pretended to sympathise with the men, and granted them paper to make a 
statement to Captain M'Lerie, and every facility. I drew up the statement in the most 
temperate manner possible, and enumerated many other cases of cruelty at the hands of the 
dispenser, who is universally detested. To this document were appended the names of 163 
men, all of whom had some grievance, real or imaginary, against the dispenser. After a 
delay of a fortnight, on a muster Sunday, Captain M'Lerie sent for the men who had signed 
the statement on behalf of the others—said that Dr. %Test  had certified that the young man 
had been subject to pleuritis for some time previously—that he had refused medicine, and 
that an inspection of the hospital register would substantiate his statement. The first excuse 
should have entitled him, one would imagine, to more than ordinary care; the second was 
notoriously untrue, for he had refused his rations for three days previous to his admission 
to the hospital, and his groans at night disturbed his neighbours. Captain M'Lerie 
attacked me furiously as "a ringleader,"—threatened to send us all to the cells for 28 
days, and said he was only prevented from doing so by the cautious manner in which 
I had worded the statement,—that he would do so on any future occasion, if he ever 
found two or three men conspiring together against the authorities, without a trial! 
The whole thing was treated as a plot to annoy the Government, and so it was hushe.d 
up. I have not the sligbtest doubt that both Captain M'Lerie and Dr. West con-
nived at this—they must have done so. I have reported this to the clergy from time to 
time. An old man, named Murphy, also died from neglect not very long ago. The register 
in the hospital was altered to suit the story trumped up to meet the emergency, and a 
different treatment of Dunmore inserted. Beer, who has seen it, told me it was quite as 
improper as the one they were said to have adopted in the first instance. Ii cannot tell you 
how I have been persecuted while there in consequence of my connection with the Herald; 

Mr. Ormsby was so fearful of my exposure of all these things. With regard to the death of 

}Iourigan, who was said to have been murdered, I believe in my heart that it was the result 
of a pure accident. He was a very quiet inoffensive man, and on the best possible terms with 
the man who is said to have struck him. This man (Smith) happened to have made himself 
obnoxious to the Irish party, who were all-powerful there, and they, being backed to their 
heart's content by Mr. Ormsby, wreaked their vengeance upon him by making this accusa-
tion. I think none of the better disposed men believed it at all. The clergy can tell you 
how very hard I workcd to get up a school there, at the request of the men themselves, and 
how I was thwarted by Mr. Ormsby's representations to the Chaplain. I made, together 
with Beer, a formal complaint against Mr. 0. to Mr. Pendrill, but he had not discovered as 
much as he knows now of the plae. Father Kenyon, too, of the Sacred Heart)  is well aware 

of what I had to endure there. I have the very worst opinion of the Superintendent in a 
moral point of view; I have heard him utter the most frightful blasphemy, seen him stamp-
ing and jumping with rage outside the door of his office, positively foaming at the mouth; 
I know, too, that he has concocted, or connived at the concoction of, false accusations against 
prisoners placed in "billets" where they were likely to see too much of the depons lea carter, 

and could not be made to act subserviently to their ends. 
* * * * * * * 
I trust that if any investigation does take place every encouragement will be given 
to the prisoners to come forward and say what they know. The mental imbecility to 
which the Superintendent would reduce all who come under his authority, and the conse-
quent intimidation which he can exercise, prevent many from ever speaking the truth; but 
they would do so if security from further tyranny were assured them. Mr. Ormsby, has 

many most clever aides-dc-camp, especially the man Htbbert, whom I have already 

mentioned, and they do not hesitate to employ any artifice-r perjury to support him in any 

difficulty. 
I must apologise to you for the length of this note, but I think you will yourself find 

an excuse for it. I have always so longed to find some means of communicating with you when 
1 was upon the is1aid, but I was so narrowly watched, and every one was a spy upon 

M. 
for some reason or other,—for I believe the Engineer's department looked upon me 

as" a ehiel amang them taking notes," as much as the other party did. Mr. Ormsby made 
me promise, when I first went there, and before I knew anything of the place, that I would 
never write anything to be sent off the island which had not been previously seen by him. 
Of course this was done in anticipation of what might be. The present Chaplain, Mr. Agnew, 
knows a good deal which, I should think, he could have no possible objection to divulge. I 
have communicated much to him, and Mr. 0. tried hard to prevent my having any intercourse 

with him. 
* * * * 

I remain, &c., 

J. F. ALWORTH MEBEWETHER. 
* * * 
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APPENDIX C. 

COCKATOO ISLAND AND ITS DISCIPLINE. 

To the Editor of the Empire. 

Sir, 

The mail which arrived to day placed me in possession of several of your impres-
sions, containing a number of letters and editorial articles on the disgraceful state of ouìr 
Penal Establishment at Cockatoo Island. So far from the facts of these letters being exaggerated, 
I can assure your readers that I can bear my humble testimony to their truthfulness, even to the 
minutest particular. If it is possible for man to realise "a hell upon earth" we have only 
to visit Cockatoo between the hours of six and eight in tile evening, and there we have it in 
all its hideous deformity. It is no exaggeration, Sir, to say that it is a hot-bed of vice—a 
nursery of crime, a den of the blackest infamy, where crimes that would rise the blush of 
burning shame upon a. demon's cheek are nightly prpctrated,—and yet the guilty heartless 
wretches who are the perpetrators of these diabolical crimes—crimes that brought such a fearful 
retribution on Sodorn and G-oniorrah—have been frequently chosen to rule and domineer over 
their fellow prisoners. Even the ruffian Synnet, who attempted to assault Mr. Mann, and 
called him "a grey headed old -," who has been to Norfolk Island, and to all the penal 
establishments in the Colony, and was even charged with committing a nameless offence, was 
selected to fill the office of "camp constable," the highest official position it is possible 
for a prisoner to occupy on the island; and his predecessor was perhaps about as cold blooded 
a monster as ever trod the surface of God's green earth, and his successor but little better. 

As to discipline, Sir, there is not such a commodity to be found on the island, except 
it be in the military quarters. The prisoners are all huddled together like so many wild 
beasts. The youth of eighteen, young and inexperienced in the ways of the world, being 
linked with one whose hairs are grey with vice and villainy, and the clattering of whose 
manacles proclaims him a murderer, or a felon of the deepest dye. The sad Lresults of this 
constant association with the most hardened offenders are often but too apparent. Touch 
pitch and defilement necessarily follows. Crime, like the hydra-headed cholera, is contagious, 
as many a young man who has had to suffer punishment at Cockatoo will bear me testimony. 
Immediately he lands on the island, no matter how high and respectable a position he might 
previously have occupied, he is compelled to co-mingle with villians of every shade and dye. 
At night he is compelled to listen to the disgusting recital of their deeds of darkness—to their 
fearful oaths---their awful imprecations—their threats of vengeance,—and sleep is banished 
from his sorrowful eyes by the wild chorus of vulgar, ribald, and licentious songs. Ifle 
has no kind instructor, to give him a word of advice; his clergyman he sees and hears but 
for an hour on a Sabbath-day, and he is left to dwell in an atmosphere which religion never 
pierces, and which is thoroughly impregnated with every species of degradation and depravity. 
And this, Sir, is our Reformatory Institution !—this the establishment to which we send our 
criminals, in order to satisfy the law's demands, and to make them wiser and better men. 
Surely inquiry into such an abominable stte of things becomes an imperative necessity. 

There is one circumstance, Sir, which occurred in June, 1856, which appearsto have 
escaped the notioo of your correspondents, and which I bring under your notice, in order to 
show the gross carelessness which pervades every branch of the Penal Department of Cockatoo. 
A young man, in the month and year above alluded to, 'rent to the Resident Dispenser, and 
complained of a severe pain in his side; he was told by the worthy disciple of Eseulapius 
that be' was scheming, and that if he came again he would put him in the cells. On the 
following day he applied again, complaining still of an increasing pain in his side, and 
received from the kind (?) Christian (?) dispenser a dose of strong Epsom salts, and told to 
proceed to his work. His fellow-prisoners were moved to compassion at his unfortunath 
position—disrobed themselves of their grey jackets, and made him a bed upon which to rest 
his weary limbs. The next day he was received into the hospital, and in two days subse-
quently was a corpse! Exasperated to observe a young man cut off, at the age of twenty-one, 
through gross negligence and cruelty, the prisoners made a complaint to the Superintendent, 
and requested an investigation. The facts of the ease were placed on paper, and laid before 
the Visiting Magistrate, who declined to interfere, and even gently rebuked Mr. Ormsby for 
being so foolish as to allow the prisoners to make a charge against, a free officer! The young 
man died from Linfiammation  of the lungs; and there can be no doubt that, had he 
received proper medical treatment in the first in stance, he would have been alive to this day. 
Facts, Sir, are stubborn things. .Maqna est veiitas, et prevaelebit. It cannot be denied that 
Cockatoo Island is in a most deplorable condition; and it becomes the duty of our present 
Government to see that the wishes of the public are complied with, by a searching and rigid 
investigation into the truthfulness of the statements which have recently gone forth to the 
world, bearing the strong impress of truth and veracity. 

I enclose you my address, and remain, &c. 

Darling Downs, . G. H. W. 
16 Oct., 1857. 
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APPENDIX D. 

278, Pitt-street, 
22 July, 1857. 

Dear Sir, 
I was truly grieved at the turn matters took yesterday morning, and you must 

have remarked that I never made an observation nor spoke to either after the violent lan-
guage I heard used; but when you recollect that Mr. Ormsby is my personal friend, I am 
sure you will feel, on reflection, the very unpleasant position you would put me in if I were 
to advise you against him. If you asked me if I would state what took place, if necessary,. 
my answer would be, certainly, honestly and impartially, if he were my brother. If you do 
not know how to act yourself in this matter, it cannot be possible but you have a friend 
capable to whom you should make a full statement and be guided by him. You must have 
perceived I did not bid Mr. Ormsby good-bye, neither did I wish you to accompany me to 
the boat, so that neither party should suppose I acted with the slightest partiality, and,. 
should I ever be called on to express my opinion, rou may rely I shall do so with the same 
spirit. 

Believe me, 
GEO. WEST. 

Saturday Morning. 

(Reply) 

Let Mr. Peers prove before Dr. West when and where I made use of the expressions 
he accuses me of, relative to Dr. West's non-attendance on Friday week, for Monday morning 
last is the only time I spoke to him since Sunday week. If he can prove such a thing, I will 
willingly retract, but certainly not otherwise. * 

CHAS. ORMSBY. 

Fitz Roy Dri Dock, 
29 July, 1857. 

Dr. Peers, 
In accordance with your request, I beg to state that I was present during the 

time Mr. Ormsby was swearing at and abusing you on the morning of Tuesday, the 21st 
July, and am willing at any time to state what I heard. 

Yours truly, 
JOHN DUFF. 

July 24, 1857. 

Sir, 
In submitting to you the following remarks, I sincerely trust you will give 

them your best consideration, which I feel assured, in your cooler moments, you will. 
I sincerely regret the turn matters took on Tuesday last; what I said and did I con-

sidered to be my duty, and further, I believe you intended that Dr. West should know 
of what you said. 

It is not impossible but I may be mistaken, but such was my impression. I assure you 
most solemnly that I never tried to injure you as the private and personal friend of Dr. 
West; on the contrary, I have often spoken to the Doctor of your kindness to me, to which 
Dr. West can attest. 

I feel that I cannot submit to the fearful language used by you to me on last Tuesday, 
in the presence of my superior officer and the hearing of a number of convicts. 

Whatever my present position may be in this island, I have always held that of a 
gentleman, and, therefore, I trust and hope you will see the propriety of retracting your 
assertions. 

I am willing to make all allowances for your age, position, and, I must add, infirmity 
of temper. I would not wish you to do anything derogatory to your position on this island, 
or your character as a gentleman. 

As to relative position being any impediment to your making any acknowledgment, 
I feel you would add to the dignity of a gentleman by recalling the offensive language used, 
for, were a noble to insult a day laborer who gets his bread by the sweat of his brow, and he 
knew that laborer could not resent the insult by meeting him like a gentleman, I have no 
hesitation in saying that that nobleman would sooner amply apologise than the feelings of 
the laborer should be outraged. 

In conclusion, let me assure you that I never tried to injure you in any way whatever 
since this affair took place; I have refrained to mention it to any one except Dr. West, who 
declined to act in the matter, as you were his personal friend. 

I fervently hope you will consult your better feelings, which, I feel sure, will prompt 
you to do that which is correct and just. Let me remind you that you are the father of a 
family; you have sons; those sons have sisters—pray, let me ask you what your feelings would 
be if one of your sons was called what you called me, and which I am ashamed to repeat; 
you would feel as I do, that violence had been done to the feelings of yourself and family, 
which nothing could remove but an ample apology. 

J. F. PEERS. 
The language used to me was, that I was "a damned liar, a damned scoundrel, and 

"a vihlari, ucT a damned pimp." 
J. F. P. 
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APPENDIX E. 

Mr. Samuel North examined, 20th October :- 

I visit the island once a week, and hold Court. During the time I have been Visiting Mr. S. North. 
Magistrate the convicts have behaved well. I have no suggestions to offer respecting their 
general treatment. Do not cohsider any regulation respecting myself requires alteration, 20 Oct., 1857.. 
nor respecting any other department on the island. I have always found that the discipline 
of the island has been carried out for the good of the service, and that the Superintendent 
has carried out the regulations and instructions faithfully. Eight months since, heard a 
complaint against the Superintendent to the effect that the cooks made the homminy bad, in 
order that it might be rejected and given to the Superintendent's fowls. I inquired into the 
matter, found the homminy bad, but had no reason to suspect that the homminy had been 
wilfully spoiled. I recommended a course to remove shspicion for the future; there was one 
complaint since, but it proved without foundation. My recommendation was to throw un-
consumed homminy into the sea. I. do not believe there is a pig on the island; there are fowls 
and goats, but, I believe, in accordance with the regulations. During the Superintendent's 
absence from the island the Assistant Superintendent (Mr. Brown) takes charge. The 
prisoners' daily rations are received by a delegate chosen by themselves; the delegate was 
formerly appointed by Mr. Ormsby, but, for the satisfaction of the prisoners, they were allowed 
to choose their own. 

- Mr. Ormsby examined:— 

I have been Superintendent 16 years, and 44 years in the service; nearly 2 on Nort Mr. Ormsby. 
folk Island as Assistant Superintendent of Convicts and Visiting Magistrate; am exactly 60 
years of age. I find the regulations for my guidance sufficient, and requiring no alteration. 20 Oct., 1857 
I carry them out faithfully. There are no pigs on the island; there are goats, but not, so far 
as I am aware, beyond the prescribed number. Send requisition for provisions every morning 
to the contractor, Mr. Johnson. I draw the provisions for the convicts. The officers 
generally make arrangements with the contractor. I inspect prisoners' rations every morning; 
if bad, the provisions are condemned by a Board, and returned. There is a school on the 
island to educate free children; about 26 attend; they are taught by a convict; application 
to Government for a free schoolmaster was formerly made, but refused. One Roman Catholic 
and one Protestant clergyman attend twice a week. if a prisoner requires special attendance 
of a clergyman he is sent for. Divine Service is performed on Sundays by each, once. I 
somtimes attend, my Assistant Superintendent always. The sacrament has been administered 
some three or four times in the last sixteen years—the last time was about eight months since. 
There are three boats, viz., guard-boat, the visitors' boat, and a spare boat belonging to the 
island. The visitors' boat is for taking officers to and fro. The boats are never sent pur-
posely for any other purpose, but visitors occasionally take the opportunity to come in the 
boats. The officers of the Civil Engineer Department can, on application to me, obtain a 
passage in these boats, on the same footing as my own officers The usual way of transit to 
the main is by Waterview. My two sons have boats. They are employed daily in Sydney, 
and live with me. My sons are allowed to reside here and have boats, by verbal permission 
of the late Governor General, communicated by the Visiting Magistrate, Capt.'I'Lerie. They 
never-bring private visitors without authority to the island. My own private visitors get 
the permission of the Visiting Ma.istrate, and come in the visitors' boat. The officers of 
my department get leave from me to leave the island; the officers of other depsrtments get 
leave from their respective heads. My sons generally return from Sydney by 6 p. m., but 
my younger son has been permitted to land as late as 11 at night. My daughters have 
sometimes accompanied my sons to the play, and have returned as late as 12 o'clock at night. 
Their boat is moored off at the proper buoy, in charge of the police. Letters written by the. 
prisoners to friends off the island are read by my elerk, initialled and sealed by him. 

Capt. Mann examined 

I have had charge of the Engineer's Department on the island during eight years, Capt. Mann. 
especially the Dry Dock. The work of the dock has been done by prison labor, with a slight ,-.--._-- 
exception. The men are handed to me, or my overseers, every morning, and are distributed. 20 Oct., 18fi7 
I have at times doubted if all the available men have been handed over to me—that is, 
mechanics have been retained for servants, &e., and laborers sent in their place on the works. 
Eighteen months or so ago Perry, the black, was kept back; a shipwright was taken off the 
works and employed in the cells. I did not make any official remonstrance in the matter. 
I am instructed in Colonial Secretary's letter of 24th March, 49, and 12th May, 52, to 
perform all the mechanical works on the island. I have reason to suppose that such have been 
performed without my authority. On the 29th October, 1856, a prisoner was kept from 
work for the purpose of repairing slings for hauling up the Government boats; also, on the 
7th of the same month, a requisitioirwas made to Mr. Thomas for a man to build a chimney 
to a forge, and was granted. I have no other specific complaint to make against the Super- 
intendent of having prevented my carrying out my duties, but I do not consider I have 
generally received cordial assistance from him. For instance, men having been taken off the 
works at a critical period,.of which I complained to the Government, and which was inves- 
tigated and reported upon by a Board.. Nothing has occurred of a like character since that 
report. 1 am not impededin any part of my duties by the Government Regulations. 

" 17—K . . Mr. 
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23 OCTOBER, 1857. 

Mr. John Taylor called in and examined :- 

Mr; L. Taylor. I am Clerk to Superintendent and Clerk of Petty Sessions. I have been ten years 
here, and have charge of books and office, and have to keep records of Visiting Magistrate 

23 Oct., 1857. and Superintendent—under whose orders I am. The daily requisition for rations for con-
victs is drawn out by me, and signed by the Superintendent, and then given to the con 
tractor. I do not draw the rations for the free officers; they are drawn by themselves. 
Some families draw all bread, some meat and bread. I draw my rations of meat twice a 
week, and my bread daily. Some officers compound with the contractor to secure meat 
instead of bread, and vice versa. The contract valuations. The tea and sugar 
of the free officers are supplied monthly to the Superintendent, who distributes them. The 
convicts are allowed sugar and salt, issued, the former twice a week, the latter once. These 
rations are weighed over to the delegates. We draw full diet for the whole of the men on 
the island, including those in hospital. The delegate issues the full diets to the overseer 
of the hospital without consideration of the diet which may be ordered for the patients. 
There is sometimes a surplus of homminy, chiefly in summer, which is invariably thrown into 
the sea. All reports of complaints are made to the Superintendent, who acts on them per-
sonally. On any boat approaching the island, a report is made to the Superintendent; the 
boat is received by,  the Superintendent, or his Assistant, who, for this purpose is the Inspector 
of Police. A report is made daily of all boats and persons arriving and departing by the 
Inspector. Report for 22nd annexed. 

If complaints are made of any provisions, a Board is appointed by the Superintendent 
to investigate, in accordance with the provisions of the contract for supplies. 

The man who supplies the indulgencies to the convicts, which they purchase out of 
their task money, is a Mr. Chandler,—attends the island every morning. Twice a week the 
prisoners come to the office, and the articles they require are taken down on the list, paid for 
at the time at Chandler's prices, communicated to the convicts by me. The following morning 
the list is given to Chandler, with the money, and the day after the goods are supplied. The 
indulgencies consist in tea, sugar, coffee and tobacco. Mr. Chandler supplies also free persons 
on the island including Mr. Ormsby, the Assistant Superintendent, and all free officers, more 
or less. Mr. Chandler supplies to them the same articles at the price paid by the prisoners. 

A shop list, as laid before the Board, is a specific list of articles required by each 
man, and of the sums paid by each; an abstract is furnished to the shopkeeper; the sum is 
paid here and the receipt taken. (A receipt was sliewn to the Board.) 

Complaints have been made, but not lately; all such are immediately communicated 
to the Visiting Magistrate, and his decision taken and recorded. 

All payments of public claims against the department are made by the Visiting 
Magistrate, by cheques drawn on sum placed to his credit at the Joint Stock Bank, and the 
account kept on the usual Government form. A task-work return is made by me monthly; 
the task-work clerk shewing the total amount of credit due to each man,—this is called the 
Task-work Register. 

By the Board: Is there any check that the proper number of rations is issued to the 
prisoners daily, and no more? Yes. The check is that a list is supplied monthly to the 
Colonial Secretary showing the number of convicts rationed daily on the island; the con-
tractor's claim is made out by himself from the requisitions, and is checked in the Superin-
tendent's office before payment by the Visiting Magistrate; and the Government is able 
to check the quantity demanded in the requisitions from the returns we make to the Colonial 
Secretary. 

Mr. Ormsby called in and examined :— 

Ormsby. I remember the circumstance (stated in N.B's letter of 22nd September in Empire 
of 26th) of a disturbance on the island on Sunday; it occurred in the afternoon, in the 

2 Oct., 18.57. prisoners' yard, not during Divine Service. The circumstance was as stated in my letter to 
Visiting Magistrate forwarding my replies to this and other charges in the Empire. 

With reference to the discharge of the prisoner "Old Fox,"—he was discharged on 
the recommendatien of the Classification Board, by direction of His Excellency the Governor 
General. I produce the letter communicating the decision of the Government. With res-
pect to the prisoners Clarke and Roberts, they concealed themselves for the purpose of escape. 
I brought the case before the Visiting Magistrate, who discharged them; no reason for their 
discharge was recorded. Whenever a case of unnatural crime has been brought before me, 
I have reported it to the Visiting Magistrate; and whenever I have a doubt or suspicion of 
such a crime being contemplated, I have taken the precaution of immediately separating the 
parties. With respect to the Chinanian,—there was one sent to the cells for refusing to work;. 
he had a desire to make a complaint, and at his desire an interpreter was sent for and came; 
he made his complaint to the Visiting Magistrate, who investigated it on 22nd April, 
1857; his name was Tan, the man seen in the cells by the Board on the 20th instant. The 
nature of the complaint was that he was convicted of an offence of which he was not guilty, 
and that his former master, Mr. Sandeinan, owed him money. He had asked for an inter-
preter several times before one was obtained, and before he was confined in the cells. An 
interpreter was obtained as soon as possible. 

With respect to the sparring alleged to have taken place on the island—there was a 
man named Perry, overseer of the cells, a tall, athletic man, a boxer; he served two sen-
tences here. I never witnessed a sparring match between him and another person. I ne-'er 
visited the yard, nor did either of my sons, to my knowledge, during a sparring match. I 
never knew of a sparring match going on. I have heard a few days after the occurrence that 
one. has taken place between Captain Macdonald and Perry during the time Mr. Naper, of 

the 
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the 11th, was officer of the guard. Captain Macdonald and some of his friends came to the Mr. Ormaby. 
island on a visit to Mr. Naper, by an order of the Brigade Major. At Mr. Naper's request 
Ii allowed Perry to go to the officers' quarters, on the ground that Captain Macdonald wished 23 Oct., 1857. 
to see him. I was informed a few days after that he and Captain Macdonald had sparred 
together. I did not know that Perry was required for the purpose of sparring, or I should 
not have allowed him to go. Neither of my song were present at the match. Sinclair, 
another boxer, was prisoner on the island with Perry. I was not present at any match 
between them, or my sons, to my knowledge. I don't remember hearing of a match between 
them in public or private on the island. Perry was a very remarkable man. Five years 
ago my younger son, I believe, received some lessons from Perry without my knowledge or 
consent. Neither Perry nor Sinclair was ever employed as cooks. Sinclair was by trade a 
barber. Sinclair was discharged from the island about five years ago—Perry for the second 
time two months since. 

I am aware it has been said that a cedar plank was found near my quarters. Three 
decayed boards of little or no value were so found, which I hehieve had been taken from the 
stores by some one, I don't know by whom, or how they came there. I had nothing to do 
with it. I thought at the time they were put there for the purpose of annoying me. I 
reported the circumstance to the Visiting Magistrate, in a letter dated 21st August, 1856, of 
which I hand in a copy. 

With reference to the charge that I had refused to give the visitors' boat to the 
Chaplain to proceed to Sydney, on the ground of its being repaired, I do not recollect the 
circumstance. I have gone in the visitors' boat with my family on a picnic. I do not know 
of any regulation forbidding me to use the boat so. I am in the habit of using it one day 
in the week for my private purposes, that is, taking myself and family to Sydney in the 
morning, and returning to dinner at three o'clock, keeping the boat during the time. I have 
not used the boat for picnics more than three times for the last sixteen years. I have not 
used the visitors' boat for my own more than one day in seven. I consider the visitors' boat 
under my orders in the absence of the Visiting Magistrate, and I am responsible for the use 
of it. 

Mr. North re-examined :— 

The visitors' boat is under my orders when I require it, at other times it is under the Mr. North. 
Superintendent's orders, for public purposes. I know of no authority for the boat being used ,-_.-'-_.._ 
for picnics or for any private purpose. I am aware that the Superintendent has used it to 23 Oct., 1857. 
go with his family to Sydney once a week. I found that custom existing when I took 
charge as Visiting Magistrate, and I have not interfered with it, supposing that it had the 
sanction of authority. 

Mr. James Henry Thomas was called in and examined as follows 
By the Chairman: You are, I believe, a Civil Engineer? Yes. 
And were lately employed upon the works on Cockatoo Island? Yes, as Resident 

Engineer. 
Under Mr. Mann? Yes. 
How long have you been employed in that capacity? Nearly four years. 
Of what class of persons did your workmen consist? They were all prisoners; we 

employed no free labor, with the exception of two or three men who came out from England 
as mechanics, to put up the caisson. - 
The overseers—what were they? They were all free men. 

m7 But not belonging to your establishment? Yes. 
S. You had quarters on the island, had you not? Yes. 
Had you any family with you? My wife. 
There have been a series of papers laid before us, published in the Empire newspaper, 

letters and articles relating to the state of Cockatoo Island,—are you aware of the circum-
stances referred to in them? Yes, I am aware of many of them. 
Will you be good enough to look at this paper, the Empire of the 26th September. 

(The Chairman handed the paper to the witners.) You will there find a letter signed 
" N. B." ? Yes. 

Do you observe that this letter signed "N. B." is dated September 22nd? Yes. 
Were you upon the island on the Sunday previous to that date? No, I was not there. 
You had left the island at that time? Yes. 
Then I presume you cannot speak upon any facts stated in that letter? No, not to this 

particular fact, but I have often during my residence on the island heard the same thing on 
Sunday. 

What have you heard? A great noise in the camp, hallooing, and so forth; in fact 
almost every Sunday. 
Were you in the habit of spending Sunday on the island? Occasionally. 
And you have heard disturbances and noises upon that day similar to those described in 

this letter? Yes, the whole four years I have been upon the island. 
At what time of the day?. Generally in the afternoon; in the morning they were 

generally pretty quiet, on account of the clergymen coming down. 
At what time in the afternoon have you heard this? In the afternoon or evening, when 

they were all mustered, and- when they were in the wards as well, there was generally singing 
going on. 

Was that on the Lord's Day more than on any other? I do not say that it wmis more on 
the Lord's Day, but every evening when they were in the wards they were singing. 

22 

Mr. J. H. 
Thomas. 

23 Oct., 1857. 
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11r. 
j 22. You are aware, I suppose, what time the Roman Catholic Clergymen spent on the 

Thomas. island? He used to come sometimes in the morning; I forget whether it was before or after 

,-'---. the Protestant Clergyman. 
23 Oct., 1857. 23. Did you attend either service? No ; only three officers attended. 

Do you know the time of attendance of the Protestant Clergyman? lie came in the 

morning, but I cannot say the time. - 
You cannot say whether these noises were during the time these gentlemen were on the' 

island? They generally came in the morning, and very seldom these noises were in the 

morning. 
Are you quite sure you are correct about that-did they both come at the same time, or 

did they come at different times? They did not come together, because the boat used to go 
in with one, and upon its return bring the other. 
Look at this paper, the Empire 

of the 2nd October, and you will there see a letter 

signed " Witness" ? (The Uhairnian handed the pape)- to the witness.) 
Yes. 

Can you speak to the facts contained in that letter? I have read the letter, and I 
believe everything stated in that letter is perfectly correct. 
Are you the author of this letter? No; of neither of the letters you have shcwn. 

Did you see it before it was printed ? No. 
Do you know the author of it? No; I know the author of the first, but not of the 

second. 
Respecting the rules and regulations-are you acquainted with the rules and regulations 

of the island? No; I do not know that there are any connected with the penal department; 
I have never seen any beyond the general regulations of the island; I have a copy of them, 

but they are not very explicit. 
Were there any regulations affecting your establishment? All the regulations I had 

came from Captain Mann. 
Will you be so good as to look at these regulations, and you will see some referring to 

the Civil Engineer--were you acquainted with these on the island? 
(The Chairman 

handed to the witness the General 61wig of Regulations, approved by the Executive Council, 

10th September, 1855.) These are the regulations I have seen. 
You are acquainted with them? Yes, we have a copy of them in the office. 
Do you know of any breach of the first of these regulations in your own person? No 

breach of it from the time these regulations were made. 
You know the regulations-is any one of them in itself such as to have been an 

impediment to you in the performance of your duties as Civil Engineer? No, I do not 
know that any of them were, without looking through them. 
I suppose you have made yourself acquainted with these regulations before? No, I do 

not think so. 
Has the operation of any rule been such as to impede you in the execution of your duty 

as Civil Engineer? No. 
By C ptain Ward: 

Have these regulations, as far as concerns yourself, been administered 
oppressively? With the exception of that one allowing people to land upon the island, I 
do not know of any. Mr. Ormsby allowed his own friends to land upon the island, to see 
his own family, without the order of the Visiting Magistrate, but he would not allow mine. 
In allowing his own friends to land on the island, has he acted in conformity with these 

regulations? Yes. 
By the Ghairnian: 

Of your own knowledge-and I must ask you particularly as to 

that 'of your own knowledge, do you know of any infringement of these regulations? Yes; 
an infringement of the regulation, that no person having daily business in Sydney should be 

allowed to reside on the island. 
What is that instance? Two sons of Mr. Ormsby, who are resident on thi island, have 

daily business in Sydney. 
Is there any other point you can mention? No, I think that is the only, one. 
Do you know of any irregularity to which that circumstance 

No, I cannot say that 

gives rise,oi.yOu'n 

knowledge? I do. ,.,- . 

Do you know, of your own knowledge, of any person having applied to the Superintendent 
for the regulations, who has not been able to obtain them? I have often heard the police - 
That is why I guard myself; I say, do you know of your own knowledge? No, I do not. 
Was there a policeman named Gleadall discharged on the charge of drunkenness? Yes. 

You know that as a fact? Yes. 
That was in your time? Yes, in my time. 
Was he discharged from the police? He was. 

52 Do you know anything, of your own knowledge, with reference to the charge_whether 
he was drunk or not? Not of my own knowledge; I was in no way connected with the 

police and could not know. 
But-you said just now that you knew the facts stated in the letter to be true, and I am 

anxious to have them categorically stated-by whom was he discharged? By the Visiting 
Magistrate, but upon the advice of Mr. Ormsby. 
Upon the complaint of Mr. Ormsby, I presume, you mean-his complaint or advice-do 

you know, of your own knowledge, whether that man - had asked for the regulations? Not of 

my own knowledge. 
Do you know anything of the circumstances of an assault being committed on the police 

on the North Shore? Not of my own knowledge, but from hearsay. 
Did you ever know any person to be punished, directly or indirectly, for demanding to see 

the regulations? No, not of my own knowledge. I have heard it complained of. 
Did any prisoner ever complain to you that he had been punished for violating rules he 

Jiad not the means of knowing? No.  
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Did you ever know, of your own knowledge, of any one being sentenced to the cells for Mr. 3. H. 
insolence to the Superintendent or overseers? Yes; I recollect one case where a prisoner Thom$. 

came up and wanted to see the Governor, I think it was during the time the Governor was 
on the island, and Mr. Ormsby refused to allow him; he was very insolent to Mr. Ormsby, 23 Oct., 1857. 
and was sent to the cells by him. I know that cf my own knowledge, for I was present; but 
I have heard of many other cases. 
You were present and saw that the man was insolent? I was present on that occasion. 
Do you know anything of a particular Chinaman being committed to the cells for 

throwing down his tools and saying he would not work? Yes; I recollect one case of that 
kind. 
Were you present? Yes. 
Did you see him throw down the tools, and hear him say he would not work / Yes; 1 

saw him throw down his tools. 
Did he speak in English? No. 
Did you hear what he said? No. 
Were you near enough? Yes; he said something in Chinese. 
Not in English? No. 
He threw down his tools and walked away? Yes. 
What had he been working at? I know he had a pick in his hand. 
Had you seen him for any length of time working with a pick?. Yes, just before. I do 

not know whether that is the case referred to there. 
Had he been working any time that you saw him? He had been some time-several 

times. 
I mean on this day-I am only inquiring about this day? It was somewhere about the 

middle of the day. 
Had he other men at work with him? Yes; there was a gang with him. 
He threw down his pick and walked away, saying something in Chinese, which you did 

not understand? Yes. 
Did you hear him say, "Interpreter no come, I no work"? No, I did not hear him. 
You were so near as to hear him speak in Chinese? Yes. 
But not in English? Not in English. 
Did you ever know of any prisoner in a cell desiring to attend Divine Service on the 

Lord's Day? No. 
Were you ever present when the Superintendent inspected letters sent by the prisoners 

or received by them? I have been present. 
Will you tell us on what occasion, and what transpired-what was the mode of doing 

it? I could not say the date; but I remember one day being there when the Superintendent 
inspected a letter of a prisoner. There was something he wished to refer to in one of the 
letters, and he called Mr. Taylor to hand him over that particular letter, and he then read it 
out to me. - 
Mr. Ormsby read it? Mr. Ormsby. 
Who else was in the office? Mr. Taylor; I do not think any one else. 
Did any prisoner ever complain to you of the mode in which his letter was read? No. 
Was there anything indecent or unbecoming in the mode in which Mr. Ormsby read 

this letter? He laughed over it: it was something about a sister. 
With whom did he laugh? With me and Mr. Taylor: there was some queer expres-

sion made use of in the letter. 
Was the convict present himself ? No. 
Was any other prisoner? I would not be certain whether one of the prison3r clerks was 

there, but he has been there two or three times when letters have been read over. 
Did you observe any indecency in the mode of reading the letter? No further than he 

would read the funny passages and say, "This is a queer thing to say." 
He made that remark aloud? Yes. 
Was the prisoner present on either of those occasion s? No. 
And the remarks he ha made have raised a ]augh? Yes, they have raised a laugh. 
Did you ever hear any one charged with committing an unnatural crime which was not 

inquired into? Yes. 
How did you know it? I knew it from hearsay; as to the charge itself, I could not of 

course possibly know. 
Did any of the prisoners tell you that such a charge was made? I have heard from 

people on the island with reference to the two men that concealed themselves that they did 
so for the purpose of committing an unnatural offence. 
Was it the report of the island that the two men you allude to-that is the two men 

who absconded and concealed themselves on the island-did conceal themselves for the 
purpose of committing an unnatural offence? Yes; and I believe Mr. Ormsby told Mr. 
Duff 
That is going too far-were you present when Mr. Ormsby told Mr. Duff anything? 

No. 
And you never inquired into the real facts of that case? No. 
Are you aware whether the Visiting Magistrate did? No. 
Was it his duty to do so? I believe it is. 
Do you know of any person on the island having been accused of appropriating the 

provisions of the prisoners? No, but I have heard it; I know Mr. Ormsby was accused of 
appropriating the rations of the prisoners. 

Do you know under what circumstances or to what extent? No; I think it was seven-
pounds of beef one morning that was taken up to his place. 

Do you know the cireumstaices? No; no further than that itwas taken to his place 
and appropriated by him. 

* 17-L 102. 
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Mr. J. H. 102. Do you know that he did take that? No; I only know by hearsay. 
Thom. 103. You say you are not the writer of the letter signed "Witness," and do not know wko 

is? No, but I know who "N. B." is. 
'23 Oct., 19ô7. 104. But you do not know "Witness ?" Not "Witness." 

Did you ever know any act committed by Mr. Ormsby that was unjust or discreditable 
to the establishment? Yes. 

Tell me what it was? There was one ease, where I could not say that he took the cedar, 
but we missed a large plank of cedar out of the lumber yard; I informed Mr. Ormsby that it 
had been taken from the engineering stores, and he said, " Well, I will make inquiries and 
see who has taken it." He came came out of the gate about a quarter of an hour afterwards, 
and said he heard one of my own foremen (Mr. Cahil) had got it in his quarters. I went down 
to Mr. Cahil's quarters, and told him I had heard such a report; he denied that it was true, 
and I then looked about the promises and found there was nothing there. I went to Mr. 
Ormsby, and told him Mr. Cahil had not got it. He said "Never mind, wait a little longer, 
we "will try and find out who has taken it." Some time after that it was brought down from 
his house by the gardener to Mr. Cahil. 

By Captain W,d: Which do you think the discreditable part of the transaction on 
the part of Ornisby? Mr. Ormsby must have known it was in his place. 

How must he have known? A large cedar plank could hardly be taken without his 
knowledge. 
100. You consider that Mr. Ormsby knew-you only believe that he kuew? I believe he knew. 

By the Chairman: You say you spoke to Mr. Ormsby about it yourself? Yes. 
And that then he told you what he supposed about it? Yes. 
Had the plank been lost on the day you spoke to Mr. Ormsby about it, or previously? 

On that day. 
The day it was missed? Yes; it was during dinner time it was missed-between one 

and two o'clock. 
Was Mr. Ormsby on the island on the day on which it was missed-be particular about 

that? Yes. 
You are quite sure of that? I feel sure of it that he was on the island. 
You are sure that he was not off the island on that day, and that he did not come back 

the next? Yes. 
By Mr. Merewetlier: Was it a plank of any value-was it a two-inch or a one-inch 

plank? I think it was a two-inch plank, and twelve or fourteen feet long. 
Was it sound? It was sound. 

110. Useful timber? Useful timber. 
By Captain Ward: For what purpose do you think Mr. Ormsby would have appro-

priated it had he taken it? To the making of furniture; I know he has done a great deal 
in that way. 

Can you say that from your own knowledge? I have never been in his place, so that 
I cannot say from my own knowledge, but I have seen it go up from the wharf-legs of chairs 
and tables that have been turned in Sydney. 

Not from Government timber? I could not say from Government timber. 
123.- By Mi. Merewether: What did you purpose using the cedar plank for? We had it 
in stock to use it for patterns and a variety of things. 

By the Chairman: Respecting the use of the boat for the officers of the establishment-
have you any complaint to make with respect to the mode in which that boat was used? 
The officers of the engineering department could never have the use of it. I have been down 
to the boat, and wanted to go to Sydney, and have been refused by the coxswain. 

Did you ever apply to the Superintendent? I have applied to the Superintendent, and 
he has told me that the boat belonged to his department, and he would not let any one else 
use it. 

By Captain Ward: Have you been refused since these regulations have been in force? 
Yes. 

Can you specify any particular instances when you have been refused? I could not 
specify the dates, but I could say for certain I have been refused half a dozen times since 
these regulations have been in force. 

Upon the plea that the boat has been required for the public service? No; it has been 
going to town with no one in but the crew. Upon one particular occasion Mr. Kenyon, the 
Roman Catholic Clergyman, was going to town. I went down to the wharf and was going 
into the boat, when they refused to go off with the boat and to take me to town. They said 
I had no right in the boat. 

By Mr. Merewetlier: Was this occurrence subsequent to the promulgation of the 
rules? Yes. 

By the Chairman: Have you ever known the boat to be used for parties of pleasure? 
Yes, many times. I have seen it go away with stores up Lane Cove; on one occasion I saw 
it go up to Five Dock, and I have seen it go away to various parts of the harbour. 

How often have you seen that? While I was on the island I should say from twenty 
to thirty times I have seen the boat come back from pleasuring. 

On these occasions was Mr. Ormsby in the boat? Yes, or some of his family. 
You have seen that twenty or thirty times? Yes. 
Can you say what length of time the boat has been absent? I have known it to be 

away till ten o'clock at night, and it has gone away at nine or ten o'clock in the morning. 
Upon these parties of pleasure? Yes. 
Have you known it to be away at ten o'clock at night frequently, when it has been 

employed in these pleasure parties? Yes; I have known it even later than twelve, as 
late as one o'clock, and I have even known it to be away all night, and to come home early 
in the morning with him. 

137. 
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131. On these occasions when it has returned so very late at night, or early in the morning, M. . H. 
has it been employed in these parties of pleasure or picnics? Yes. 

Thomas. When Mr. Ormsby was one of the company? Yes. 

And this has occurred so often as twenty or thirty times while you were there? Yes. 
23 Oct., 1857. I will take one occasion, when he went away up Lane Cove. When Mr. Penderill, the 

clergyman, caine down to the boat, the Inspector, Mr. Dunning, told him that the boat was 
being repaired. I know that for a fact, for I was on the wharf, and Mr. Dunning told me he 
had to tell Mr. Penderill that story. 

By Mr. Merewethe).: 
Did you hear him tell him? No; but Mr. Dunning told inc 

that he had to tell him that as an excuse. Mr. Penderill said to mc-" This boat is being 
repaired," and I said, "No, I have seen it go up Lane Cove." 
By Captain Ward: Did Mr. Penderill apply to Mr. Ormsby for the boat? I do not know. 

You do not know whether he applied to Mr. Ormsby or to the Inspector for the boat? 0. 

Do you know whether Mr. Ormsby instructed him to say that the boat was being repaired? No. 

Then you do not know whether it was by the authority of Mr. Ormsby that the 
Inspector so informed the clergyman ? No. 

It might have been stated on the Inspector's own responsibility? Yes. 
By the Chairman: 

You know the fact of Mr. Pendrill not being able to go to town 
with the boat, and that at the time the boat was away on a picnic excursion ? Yes. 147. BU Mr. A.Ierewethei.:  Who were the persons in the boat? Miss Ormsby was one 

Was Mr. Ormsby in the boat? I cannot say, but I know some of the fbmily had gone 
away in the boat. 

By aiptain Ward: Can you name the date? No. 
Can you state whether, on that occasion, Mr. Ormsby had leave of the Visiting Magis-

trate to leave the island? No. 

You say they went on a picnic-_how do you know that-did they take provisions with them? Yes. 

152. You are sure they did not go to Sydney? No; they went up Lane Cove. 
Al Mr. Merewethei': 

In which direction is Five Dock from the island, to the east or 
the west? To the east, between the dock and Balmain side. 

You are quite certain that on the occasion you have referred to they were going to 
Five Dock and not to Sydney? On that occasion the officer, Mr. Davis, was in the boat; 
they went up Five Dock at that time; they were going fishing. 

Is that in the opposite direction to Sydney? Yes, just the reverse. 

Can you see the entrance to Lane Cove from the island, so as to be quite assured that 
the boat did not go to Sydney on those occasions to which you have referred ? Yes; Lane 
Cove is just opposite. 

By the (J/za&man: 
Do you, of your own knowledge, know whether the boat's crew have 

any indulgence not allowed to the other officers of the police? I have never seen them do 
duty as policeman, and I should have seen them on the island if they had been so employed. 

Did you ever know the circumstance of any convict in irons going in the boat which 
conveyed the chaplain from the island? Yes, it was upon the occasion when the boat went up Lane Cove. 

What boat was that he went into? One of the smaller boats, employed to cross to l3almain. 

On the occasion when Mr. Pendrill went in a boat with a convict in irons the proper 
boat was absent upon a picnic up Lane Cove? Yes. 

In the Empire 
of the 5th October, there is a letter signed "Another Witness"-wil 

you look at that. (ie G'hai,man handed the paper to the witness.) 
Do you know the facts stated in that letter? I know some of them by hearsay. 

Are you the writer of that letter? I am the writer. 

Were you present upon one occasion when the Superintendent made use of expressions 
to the dispenser of the island unfit to be repeated? I have only seen the correspondence. 

Do you know the fact of your own knowledge? I was not present, but I have seen Dr. 
West's letter, in which he states it. 

Do you know a prisoner on the island named Perry? Yes, 
Have you ever seen him? Yes. 

167 Have you ever seen him spar? No. 

168. Were you present at any time when this prisoner was sparring? No. 
As to the fourth question in this letter-have you told us what you know of that pro. 

ceeding with respect to the cedar plank ? Yes. 

Did you ever know the Superintendent to take a man into the hospItal who had been 
reported by the doctor as fit for work ? Yes. 

Who was that man? Spencer was the man. 
What was he? A carpenter. 

You know that he took a carpenter named Spencer into the hospital after he had been 
reported by the doctor fit to work? Yes. 

What has become of that man ? He has left the island. 
Was he employed in any way? Yes, up at Mr. Ormsby's. 
Are you aware of that of your own knowledge? No, 

say so. I am not; but I have heard him 

Do you remember the circumstance of a number of prisoners leaving the works ? Yes. 
You know that of your own knowledge? Yes; I was present upon one occasion when a 

number of prisoners left the works. 

Did you complain, or were you present when any complaint was lodged with the 
Superintendent about that? Yes; I went in and complained to the Superintendent. 
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Mr. 3. 
H. 180. What was the result of that? I was up at the time at my office, which was then next 

Thomas. to Mr. Orrnsby's. I went in to him, saying that these men had left the works, and had come 
-.-.--- up to me in a threatening way, and I asked him to give me some assistance in sending them 

23 Oct., 1857. away. This he refused, and said he could not do anything with them, and could not send 
them down. The men remained there for some time, in a very threatening manner. 

When the men left the works what did they do? They came up to my office, which 
was next Mr. Ormsby's, and commenced abusing me at the gate. 

And you went and complained to Mr. Ormsby? Yes. 
And asked for some assistance in sending them away? Yes. 
What did he say or do? He said he would have nothing at all to do with it, and 

refused to give me any assistance. 
What became of the matter? After remaining some time, they walked away on to the 

works. 
By Captain Ward: 

Was this a matter that the former Board inquired into-was it 

connected with the men working in the water? No. 
This particular circumstance was not inquired into by the former Board? I believe not. 

By the Chairman: 
Do you know, of your own knowledge, the fact of the prisoners 

refusing in a body to go to work? I was not present on that occasion, but I know it from 

hearsay. The eighth paragraph in your letter you have already referred to-you say the chaplain 
went away in a small boat, with a convict in irons, while the proper boat was away at a 

picnic? Yes. You have told us of this boat having been employed for parties of pleasure-do you 
know how frequently it was employed on any private business of the Superintendent? 
From hearing the policeman say so; of course I could not know it of my own knowledge, 

unless I had been constantly in the boat. 
In reference to paragraph 11 of this letter-do you know whether the Superintendent 

has upon any occasion borrowed money from any of the prisoners? I have been told so. 
Have any of the prisoners told you that they have lent money to the Superintendent? 

No. Do you know any instance whatever of any person having been singled out as an object 

of persecution, for having made complaints? Yes. 
John Henry was one of the prisoners singled out. 

Tell me the parties?  connected with him were? He was a man who worked 
Tell us what the circumstances  for him an overseer's place, and succeeded; but Mr. 

very well for us, and I tried to obtain  
Ormsby objected, and said he would not have this man for an overseer, although the reports 
from all the foremen were most favorable to the man's conduct on the works. Upon several 
occasions, on the smallest pretext, he was put into the cells. 

Have you ever known any prisoner to be treated with injustice by Mr. Ormsby? Yes, 

I believe that was a piece of injustice in that case. 
Do you know any of the prisoners who have been the objects of particular favor? 

Yes, I know two prisoners, now at present in his office, who are in particular favor. 

Who are they? Keogh is one. 
Who is the other? I am not certain of his name. 
What is the particular favor shewn to them? They are allowed to walk about the 

works and look about just the same as free men; I have complained to Mr. Ormsby about it. 
These men would come• and stand with their hands on their sides and look about the works 

the same as free men. ted with undue favor? Yes. You think these men are trea  lding the same rank in the Engineer's 
Do you know any reason for that? The clerks ho. They walk about the island, sit by the 

office are not allowed out on Sunday; these men are  
flag.staff, and go where they please; in fact the free overseers are in dread of these men. I 

have complained to Mr. Ormsby many times about these men. 
You regarded them with suspicion-as spies? Yes. 
You mention Mr. Mannion as an instance of a person who complained, and was singled 

out as an object of persecution-was he on the island during your time? It was before my 

time. You also mention Mr. Ainslie? Mr. Ainslie was there during my time. 
Do you know any instance of persecution to which he was exposed? He was not 

allowed to go off the island on several occasions, I have heard. Mr. M'Lerie would not let 

him leave. Mr. Collier? Mr. Collier was dismissed on account of having said that something was 
under consideration; he said he was dismissed for having appeared to be on the side of the 

Civil Engineer. 
By Captain Ward: 

Are you certain, as a matter of fact, that that was the reason of his 
being dismissed? I only known from his own statement, and from the general belief of the 

people on the island; I have not seen the 
correspondence. 

By Mr. Merewellier 
Whose department was he in-was he in the penal department? 

He was partly in one and partly in the other. The Engineer's department paid him for what 
he did for that, and the penal department for what he did for that; but he was considered 
to belong more to the penal than to the other department. 

Was it from the fact of his being employed there as a penal officer that you got his 
services? Yes. He was put down on our abstract as well as upon the other. 

By the Chairman: 
Were you on the works at the time an inquest was held on the 

body of a prisoner who was killed in the dock? Yes. 
Do you know, of your own kiowledge, the circumstances under which that man met with 

his death? Not of my own knowledge. 
Did you see him after his death? Yes. 214. 
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In what manner did he die-what was the cause of his death? I have heard miny Mr. J.B. 
people on the island say (it w.is a common thing) that he was knocked into the dock. Thomas. 

Is there anything else you would desire to add upon the subject of the prsent inquiry 1 .A._. 
-any fact that you know of your own knowledge? The only fact is the impeding of the 23 Oct., 167 
works whenever they were wanted to be got on with. 

In what way has Mr. Ormsby ever impeded the progress of the work? By preventing 
our keeping the men out of an evening. 

After hours? Yes. 
B7  Captain Ward: That question was inquired into by the Board which sat before? 

Yes. 
And the papers are before the present Board? Yes. 
By the (Jhaoinan : Is that what you allude to? Yes. 
Are you aware that that was rectified afterwards? I never kept them out afterwards. 
Is there anything else you would wish to add? Only that I have always been met 

with every kind of annoyance. I have been stopped when I have been going away from, the 
island. An armed police boat was sent after me on one occasion, and attempts have been 
made to prevent my leaving the island; and upon some occasions I have been entirely 
prevented. - 

By whom? By the police; and they have told me they have been acting under Mr. 
Ornisby's orders. . . ... . - 

By Captain Ward: Did you ever appeal to Mr. Ormsby on these occasions? Yes. 
What answers did he give you? He gave me no redress, but said he had a right to 

do so. 
226.. Did you report it to the Government? Yes-at least I reported it to Captain Mann. 

Did he take any ste.pa  in the matter? No. On one occasion they attempted to stop 
Captain Mann, when he was going to leave the island. 

Was not that before the Board sat, and these regulations were framedl Yes. 
229.. That was more than two years ago? Yes. - 

Can you give the names of some of the officers who can bear testimony to the state-
ments you have made?. Yes,-Inspector Dunning, with reference to the regulations con-
cerning the boats; Mr. Peers, the dispenser, with reference to No. 2. With . reference , to 
No. 3, 1 have heard it from so many of the overseers, that I can hardly specify them ;I will 
name Mr. Easton to support that, and also Mr. Brown. With reference to No. 4, about the 
cedar, Mr. Cabil. 

By the Chairman: About the charge of the seven pounds of beef sent up to the 
Superintendent's quarters, who can support that? I would ask Mr. Peers. 

Be could not have seen that from the hospital? No, but he is so much connected with 
the department that he would be able to state. With reference to No. 6, Mr. Easton, Mr. 
Cabil, and Mr. Kelleher. With reference to No 7, about the prisoners refusing to go out to 
work, Mr. Broderick. No. 8, with reference to the Chaplain being unable to obtain the police 
boat, Mr. Dunning. No. 9, all the police could speak to that. . Captain Mann will support 
No. 10; and No. 11 Mr. Peers; he told me about Mr.. Ormsby borrow.ing money of the 
prisoners. With reference to the postscript, the Coroner. 
.233. By the Oh airman: You are appointed to some new situation under the Government, 
are you not? I am an applicant for employment.- 

By .IIr. Merewether: When you commenced your evidence, you spoke of the frequent 
.descration of the Sabbath? Yes. 

How were you aware of that-did you live on the island.? Yes. 
How long did you live there? Four years. 

2:17. You spoke of this occurring frequently; at what period of the day did it occsr-? 
Generally towards evening. . . 

Was it before the clergymen left, or after? After the Protestant Clergyman left; I 
could not say to an hour or two. . . 

You have spoken of breaches of the regulations, or instructions,-was there any other 
besides that you have mentioned. There is oue, by implication, in one of your charges, with 
reference to the carpenter named Spencer; was he ever taken by the Superintendent to work 
at his own quarters? Yes. 

Is that the only instance ? That is the only instance that I can speak positively to as 
being reported at the time. I know of several times that this has been the case, but this one 
case was reported, and a great deal of fuss was made about it. That is the . reason I take 
that case. 
211. You are,  not aware, of your own knowledge, that Mr. Ormsby is in the habit of employ-
ing the men in his private service? No; I have no access to his premises. 

Was there ever a constable of the name of Murray on the island? Yes. 
Is he there still? No. 
When, and why did he leave? I only know from what he tells me himself; I. do not 

know of .my'own knowledge-of course I. cannot. 
He was dismissed? He was. 
By whom? I do not know who has the power; I believe the Visiting Magistrate. 
You have stated that the boat has, been absent from the island .the whole night.? Yes. 
Was-Mr. Ormsby in the boat on that occasion? Yes, at least I know he came back in 

it in the morning. The police could speak to that. , 
Is that the only occasion on which he has been absent with the boat the whole night? 

No; I have seen him come back in the morning early. 
Has he been absent without leave? That I cannot say. . 
You cannot specify the occasiofls on which he has been absent? No;. but I do not gay 

these things have been common. - I would wish to examine Mr. Duff in support of No. 2, 
and Dr. West. 

* 17-M TUE$DAA Y' 
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TUESDAY, 27 OCTOBER, 1857. 

1Jrecnt :- 
SIR W. W. BURTON, KNT., IN THE CHAIR. 

E. C. MEREWETEIER, EsQ. I CAPT. E. W. WARD. 

r. G. West, Mr. George West, M. P., was called in and examined, as follows :- 
M.D. 

1. By the Chairman: I believe you have medical charge of the prisoners on Cockatoo Island? 
I have. 

17 Oct., 1 7 . How long have you had that charge? I think it was in March, 1853, I got the appoint- 
ment. 
What is the medical establishment of the island; what does it consist of? Myself and 

dispenser, and we are allowed what is called an hospital overseer-one of the convicts. 
What else? We are allowed an hospital servant, a man who cleans and looks after the 

wards. 
If there were any pressure, I presume you would be allowed more assistance? I have 

never had any. occasion to require it; but on one occasion, before I went there, there was a 
great outbreak of influenza. Dr. O'Brien, the then Visiting Surgeon, applied to the Govern-
ment, and got a medical man, who was a permaneiit resident on the island, for the occasion. 
Will you be kind enough to tell us the general state of health of the convicts since you 

have had medical charge of the island? It has been very good; we have had no serious out-
break since I have been there. We have had a good deal of chronic disease, but that has 
arisen chiefly from their previous bad habits. 
And, perhaps, from exposure to wet and cold? I do not think that has had so much 

influence; no doubt, a great many are subject to rheumatism, which has been caused by lying 
out in the bush. 
What number of people are there in the hospital now? Very few; I think only one or two 

serious cases. 
You do not know the number? I do not know the exact number. 

10.. When did you visit the island last? I have not visited the island on my last two days, 
because the boat was then occupied by the Board. 
We supposed when we were on the island the number to about eight? It is about that. 
Of all diseases-are there any seriously ill? There is one, or there may be two cases, 

where I look upon the diseases as likely to prove fatal. One man, Holcroft, has serious 
disease of the heart. 
Are there other cases of disease of the heart? There are two or three cases, but not so 

serious as that, still they are not able to go to severe work. 
How often do you visit the island? Twice a week, and oftener if necessary. 
During other times the sick are under the charge of the dispenser? Yes. 
Is he a regularly educated medical man? I never saw his qualification, but he has 

explained to me that he has been in the Royal Navy. He has two medals, one a gold and 
the other a silver medal. One was given to him by the Belgian Government for services 
rendered by him in the case of a vessel that was cast away at sea, with cholera on board. The 
doctor was dead and he volunteered his services on board the vessel. I asked him for his 
diploma, and he said it was up the country with some books and instruments which are in 
pledge. He is now leaving me, and is going to take charge of some ditrict in the country. 

Is he capable of prescribing for the people during your absence? Perfectly. 
Have you seen his prescriptions? If a patient has been to him between my visits I 

question him as to what he has been doing. 
By Caplain Ward: Does he write down in a book what he gives? When I prescribe 

I do not know what he does. 
By the Chairman: Have you seen what his prescriptions have been and have you 

approved of them? He has told me what he has given, and I have never had reason to find 

fault with him. 
Are your prescriptions written in a book? When I make any alteration he writes from 

my dictation. 
Do you not think that a medical journal, or treatmentrbook, is necessary for the guidance 

of any one who may come after you? I do not think so; if a man has any case the particu-
lars of which he wishes to publish he may do so. 
But should not the particulars of every case be recorded? I was sixteen years connected 

with the gaol at Longford as Visiting Surgeon, and they did not require it there; I had my 
own book, but that was my private property. 
If there were any serious cases you would enter them in your book? Yes. 
I suppose you keep such a book as that in the case of private patients? Where I have 

anything important or unusual. 
We wish to ask you about the rations,-we have been told they are drawn for a certain 

number of men including the servants on the establishthent and the patients in the hospital? 

Yes. 
I believe frequently many of the men are under low diet? Yes. 
What becomes of the rations of those who are under low diet? I cannot tell you. 
Have you never inquired? No; I never conceived that I had any right to interfere 

with that. 
Who orders the low diet? I make the change when the diet is altered. 
Who makes the requisition for the supply? There is a list sent up every day of the 

number of patients in the hospital, and also of those who are exempt from work; they are 
sent up on the same sheet and distinguished as "hospital" and "exempt;" and then if any 
extra comfort is needed for any of them there must be a written requisition signed by me. 
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Otherwise the regular diet of the establishment is drawn by the dispenser? It is sent Mr. G. West, in by the usual routine: 
M.D. By Mr. Merewet/er:  The issue of the diet is left to the discretion of the dispenser;  

unless it is otherwise specially ordered by you the men draw their full allowance—a cetain 27 Oct., 187. 
allowance of meat and bread? When they go into the hospital they are allowed the full 
ration, and when I see them, which I do when I visit them on my next visiting day, unless 
in important cases, when I go down at night, I immediately give orders as to diet, but I do 
not think the dispenser alters it. 
Do the people get it? Yes, certainly. 

Whether adapted to their complaints or not? If it is a very important case I am sent' 
for at once, and I then give directions as to the diet at once; that is if it be a very serious case. 
By Captain Ward: 

Then I understand you to say that the men always get full diet unless otherwise ordered by you? We have three diets,--'-the full diet, the middle diet, and the spare or low diet. 

37. Do they always get full diet unless otherwise ordered by you? Yes. 
When you give orders do you give them in writing? No; whatever I desire to have 

done I sign; it is written by the dispenser. 

Have the men the means of seeing that they get the diet you order them? I constantly 
ask them__sometimes 

 they ask for milk, and if I think it necesary I order it; 
Have they any means of ascertaiung whether they get the diet you order them? I do 

not know; I generally order it at their bedside. 
You do not prescribe in the hospital book? No. 

42 By Mr. Alerewethe,.:  There are three scales of diet? Yes. 
And the discretion of giving out these scales of diet rests with you? Yes; what I 

mean is, that I have the power of giving them what I think they need; I can also give 
them medical comforts, as brandy, wine, and eggs sometimes, but I thust signa requisition 
to the Superintendent, shewing that such and such is required. 
By the Lime irman: 

Do you receive a salary for your attendance? Yes. 
What is it? It was originally five shillings a day, but then there is the gold increase. 

46 How often do you visit the island? Twice a week, or oftener, if necessary. 
Upon your requisition is a boat provided for your going to and fro? I do not make a 

requisition; it was arranged from the commencement that I should have a boat; formerly 
the Water Police boat took me down. When there was a new boat attached to the island, 
Capt. M'Lerie, the Visiting Magistrate, asked me on what days I would go; he said he 
would take Mondays and Thursdays, and I said I would visit on Tuesdays and Fridays, and 
these days have remained mine ever since. 

Have you ever had any difficulty in procuring a boat in the performance ofyour official 
duties? No; I have never had any difficulty, unless the same thing has occurred as has 
occurred recently, when the Governor has required to visit the island; when you went to the 
island in the same way the boat was required by you. 

You have never suffered any hinderance from the Superintendent of the island? The 
Superintendent has done everything to aid my comfort in that way. 

Have any complaints been made to you by the people in the hospital of ill treatment? Never. 

Have you ever observed anything like ill treatthent of any of them? Never. I think 
the Superintendent is rather too anxious to interfere about them for instance, the other day, 
a man wanted to get into the hospital; he was known to me as a malingerer, and the 
dispenser refused to take him in; he shewed his leg, which wasvery much swollen; this had 
been caused by a ligature bound round the leg where there had been an old wound. The 
Superintendent was very angry about it, and sent an order that he should be instantly taken 
into the hospital. When I went I did not like to say anything to the old man about it, as it- 
 had been done out of kindness, but I ordered the man to be put under malingering 

treatment, to keep him to low diet for a few days, and then when he had had enough of it to 
let him out. When I went there again I spoke to the Superintendent about it, and told him 
he was wrong; he said he was very sorry, but that as I was not there, he was very anxious about the man. 

52. You are aware that certain complaints have been made to the Government respecting the 
management of Cockatoo Island, and that we have been appointed a Committee to inui 
into these complaints ? Yes. qre  

Do you desire to give evidence upon any points? I have no complaints to make. 
Have you any information to give? I should like to say one thing with reference to 

what has appeared in the papers. One of the gentleman who has written a good deal in the Empii e on the subject—the late clergy 

what was utterly untrue. 

man—is a man who, from my own knowledge, is not 
trustworthy; it is a hard expression to use, but he wrote to the Government concerning me 

.55. What was it? It is very simple. Every second Sunday in the month the Visiting 
Magistrate and the Surgeon, during Capt. M'Lerie's reign, visited and inspected the Prisoners, 
and we had an arrangement that we would wait ten minutes for each other. Upon this 
particular Sunday morning I called upon Captain M'Lerie, and he said he was not coming, I 
therefore went without him, but I took young Mr. Davison, who is now my son-in-law, with 
me. 

When I left the boat and went up to the camp, the men were paraded for inspection. 
The Deputy Superintendent, Mr. Brown, asked me if I were going to inspect the men. I 
said I did not think I would, as it was a thing that had never occurred before. He said, 
Well, they are all ready." " Yes," I replied, " I see they are, but I would 4rather not 
interfere." I then went into the hospital and found this gentleman, Mr. Pendrill, there. 
The men were then dismissed for parade, and sent in for his duty, fOr prayers.. After he 
went away I went round the hospital and did my business, and then I took my son-in-law, 

Mr. 
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Mr. G. West, Mr. Davison, with me. I showed him the dormitories, I showed him the cells, I showed hint 

M.D. 
the dock and other things. I then went up to Mr. Ormsby's, and got a message that the 

in the boat with me, and I said that I would wait half an hour,. 
clergyman wished to go off  

27 Oct., 1857. as my professional engagements would prevent me staying longer. When I went down to. 
the boat there was no appearance of the clergyman there, though the Roman Catholic 
clergyman was. I took out my watch, and said, " I do not think I can wait longer, as it 
"will take us so long to get to Sydney, where I have an engagement." I did not conceive 

besides, as the Protestant clergyman did not come out 
with me, that he had any claim upon 

me. I therefore proceeded to Sydney without him. Upon this he wrote to the Government 
complaining of me He said Ihad stopped the inspection of the men,,that I had brought two 
gentlemen with me, and that, in place of going up to perform my business, I had been chew-
ing these gentlemen the curiosities, or whatever I may call them, of the island. Now I did 
not bring two gentlemen with me, one of the parties with me was the dispenser. I did not 
inspect the men. I did not take Davison round to see the island till I had attçnded to my 

business. Still you, in. fact, took Mr. Davison? Yes, but that was after the clergyman went in to 

prayrs. Then the falsehood consisted in saying that you inspected more than you did, and that 

you had two persons with you instead of one 
Yes; the Visiting Magistrate contradicted 

it all, without referring it to me. 
Let me in candour, and for the sake of the character of the gentleman, put this question 

to you; was it not the fact that you showed Mr. Davison the place? Not till he went to 

his duty. 
You did not inspect the men? I did not inspect the me". 
Might not that be a mistake on the part of the clergyman, without being a wilful 

untruth? I thought if it had been a mistake he should have come to we and apologised. 
There might be an error in what he did, but would you say a man was. untruthful 

because he made a mitake? I cannot conceive how he could have made a mistake, for the 

hospital was just open, and he was sitting there. 
By Mr. Me,ewethe1 

Have you any thing to do with the physical classification of the 

prisoners when they come on the island—do you say, "That man shall go into such a gang"? 

Yes. 
By Uaptaia Ward: 

Ts the state of the man's health taken into consideration by you 
when he is brought to the island? The first thing that is done when a man is brought to 
the island is, that he is taken before the dispenser, who inspects him; if he is in perfect 
health he is sent to work; if it is a case requiring further inspection, the man is reserved 

till he is brought bfore me. 
By M .M r. erewetker. You 

indicate the physical capabilities of the men? Yes, but they 
are very hard to manage; for instance, if they want to get off hard work they say they have 
a pain in their hip, or in some other place; there are a good many who. malinger. 

By Captain Ward: 
How are the medicines for the island obtained? In a very uncom-

fortable way; but it will be altered now. Formerly, my requisition went to the Medical 
Adviser to the Government, who reported upon it, and sent it forward to the Government; 
then it was sent to the Colonial Storekeeper, and in two or three months we got it. 
Are the accounts for the medicines paid by the Visiting Magistrate? No; the medicines 

are sent from the Colonial Storekeeper's. The bill of the contractor, who is generally Mr. 
Morgan, the druggist, is sent to the Colonial Storekeeper, who forwards it to. the island, and 
my dispenser has to cbeck off every item, and to see that it is correct; when he says it is 

correct I sign it, and it is then returned. . 
Who pays the account? The Government. 
By the Visiting Magistrate? I suspect the Colonial Storekeeper does; he gets the 

requisition, and advertises for contracts. 
How often do you send in your requisition? It is supposed to be sent in only once 

a-year; sometimes they are very stringent, and curtail it, and I have to send in an additional 

requisition ; sometimes they give it, sometimes they do not. 
I understood you to say that you have no control over the dispenser if he chooses to 

alter the diet in your absence—that you have no means of ascertaining it? I have no 

means of ascertaining it. gh diet was supposed by you to be given? He could do 
He might give low diet when hi  ould have in doing so, or how it could be of any 

it, but I do not see what object he c  
advantage to him. 

By the Chairman: 
Have you no check upon the expenditure of the medicines? We 

are not allowed more than a certain sum for medicines and we must keep within that. ,  
The medicines are allowed very much like the diet, are they not—you do not know 

whether they are properly expended, whether they are thrown away or given away? No, 

I do not know. 
By Captain Ward: 

Can you say what the annual expenditure for medicines amounts 

to? About £80. 
Are all the free people on the island entitled to use the medicines? I do not think 

they are entitled; but we give them. 
What, to Mr. Ormsby's family? No. 
How does he get medical assistance? He sends to me when he wants me. 
As a private practitioner? It is in that way I go; I would not take money from him. 

He has no claim upon you? No. 
Has 

upon the medicines on the island? It was ruled in Ireland, when I had. charge 
of the Longford Gaol, that it was merely a matter of courtesy—that the governor had no 

claim upofl th gerviroes of the medical mao. I had some 
misunderstanding with the governor, 

and 
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and in consequence the matter was referred to the Inspectors of Prisons in Ireland, and they Mr, G. West, 
wrote to say that, under the Act, he had no power to compel me to attend him. M.D. 
Does Mr. Ormsby get the use of the medicines? I do not know; he may have done, 

once or twice-any small thing. 
27 Oct., 1857. 

Or any of his family? He has very seldom required any thing. 
Or any any of the free servants? They all do. 
Are they entitled to it? I think they are; they were always entitled to it in Ireland. 
By iJfr. .Tt[erewetker: If a record were kept of the prescriptions, would you not then be 

able to check the consumption? I think not; for instance, in making an infusion, the 
dispenser might burn it, and then it would have to be thrown away. Medicine, above all 
things, is one you cannot make a second use of. 

B y Uaptain Ward: What is your general opinion of Mr. Ormsby's government of the 
island? I must say I do not think any one could be more anxious to carry out the govern- 
ment of the island efficiently. He may err in judgent, but he is anxious to see the duties 
properly carried out. 

Did you ever hear of Mr. Ormsby's life having been threatened, as stated in Mr. Pendrill's 
letter? I think Mr. Ormsby told me of some man going to attack him, and that he took up 
a ruler and knocked him down. 

Has there been during your time an inquest upon a man who died there? There have - 
been many, but I have not been at them. 
By Mr. Mercwether: Was there. an  inquest upon a Chinaman who was said to have been 

murdered, or knocked down from a wall on the works? I recollect I saw the man. 
Were you called in? I was not called in. 
By Captain Ward: Did you hear recently that a prisoner threatened the life of the 

Visiting Magistrate? I know they are a most diabolical set; one of them attacked the 
dispenser; but I never received offence from any man on the island. They are always civil 
and obedient, and I am generally very sharp with them. I do not give way to them. 

The Reverend Philip Agnew was called in and examined, as follows :- 
The Rcva. By the Chairman: You are a clergyman of the Church of England? Yes. P. Agnew. 

And are at present chaplain of Cockatoo Island? Yes. 
How long have you been in charge of Cockatoo Island? I think about five months. 27 Oct., 1857. 
Have you any other charge? Yes; I am chaplain of Darlinghurst Gaol, and also to the 

Immigration Barracks. 

Have you been long engaged in such duties? Yes; I was some ten years ago chaplain of 
Darlinghurst Gaol, and chaplain of immigrants. I have had a good deal to do with men of 
that class and description. 

How often do you visit the island? Twice, and sometimes three times a week. 
Always on the Lord's Day? Yes, always. 

g And if there be any urgency are you sent for? I have never been sent for particularly; 
but I always hold myself ready to go if I am. 

Where do you perform Divine Service on the island? In the usual place; I believe it is 
used as a dining room; it is where the men mess. 
Is that convenient for the purpose? Yes, very, considering the other accommodation 

there. 

Do you go through the whole of the service? Yes, I go through the whole of the after-
noon service. 
Do you preach a sermon? Yes, every Lord's Day. 
What is the conduct of the men during divine service? They are very peaceable and 

very respectful, but there is one peculiarity I have remarked about them. In the gaol at 
Darlinghurst the men stand or sit according to the portion of the service read, but at Cockatoo 
that is not so well observed; they generally sit. 
Throughout the whole service? Yes. 
Have you ever explained their duty to them in that respect? I have hinted it to them 

but I have never made it a particular point to insist upon it. 
Do you not think you should, in the ease of people of that class, instruct them as to the 

proper attidude of devotion? It struck me as arising from this cause,-that at Darlinghurst 
the Principal Gaoler, when well, is always present, and the people follow his example as to 
rising and sitting. This is not the ease at Cockatoo. 
Does the Superintendent of the island attend your service? No, never. 
And never has during your time? No. I think it would be as well if he did. 
Do the civil officers of the establishment? Yes, several of them; three or four of them 
Does the Assistant Superintendent, Mr. Brown? No, Mr. Brown does not attend. 
Do the overseers attend? Two of them pretty regularly. 
Only two out the whole number of overseers? Yes; there is a person also who acts, I 

think, as clerk of the establishment. 
Mr. Taylor? No. 
Is there a man who officiates as schoolmaster? Yes. 
Are the overseers free men or convicts? Free men. 
Then on the part of the overseers it is a matter of choice whether they will attend or-

not ? It is so. 

Then there is no superintendence but of these men during Divine Service? No. 
Are you aware whether Mr. Ormsby is a Protestant or not? He is. 
And the other overseers of whom you have spoken, are they Protestants? They are 

Protestants. 

Is Mr. Brown a Protestant? He does not attend, and I have never inquired. 
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11cc Revd. 31. What number of Bibles and Prayer Books have you on the island? There is a Prayer 
I'. Agnew. Book for each person. They are plentifully supplied with respect-to Prayer Books, but they 

want a couple of dozen Bibles. 
7 Oct., 1857. 32. How many Bibles are there? About fifty. 

Are there any other religious books? A few, but not sufficient. 
Under whose care are they kept during the days you are not there? They are kept in 

an apartment under the charge of one (f the overseers, who has a list of them. 
Do you occasionally look into that department? Every week; 
Are the books kept iii respectable order ? Yes. 
Arc they much dilapidated? Many arc almost worn out, others arc stained. 
Have you lately made any requisition to the Government for any books? No. 
Do you think it desirable-  that such a requisition should be made? I think it is. 
Then why have you not made it-Do any of the men send for you to have private con-

ferences on religious matters? Yes; but more particularly with reference to other circum- 

stances connected with them. 
Do they confidentially disclose the state of their minds to you? Yes. 
Are there any upon the island whose minds are impressed with their state? Yes, several. 
There are several there under the influence of conscience? Yes, there are, whom I 

believe to be honest, good moral men. 
Men that are convicts, but whose minds are not utterly depraved? Yes, there are men 

whom I could point out. 
Is there any difference of classification made with respect to these men ? I believe not. 

I expect their conduct recommends them to some little post. 
Otherwise they are kept in the wards with the others at night, and are worked with 

others by day? Yes. 
What number of men are there of whom, as regards their state of mind and conscience, 

you have a hopeful opinion? I think I could point out twenty, or more. 
Out of the Protestants on the island? Protestants-men brought immediately under my 

notice. 
With whom you have communicated upon religious subjects, and of whose state of mim.d 

you are aware? Yes. 
Have you ever recommended any separate employment for these people, or any sub- 

division? No. 
There is no ward set apart for them ? No. 
Do you not think it would be desirable to separate them from the rest of the prisoners, 

in order that their religious progress might be more certain ? Yes. 
5.3. But you have never recommended such a course? Not at Cockatoo. 
Do you think it impossible to effect it? Under present arrangements; it would involve 

such considerable alterations and further accommodation. 
With respect to their personal accommodation, you have never made such a representa- 

tion to the Government or to the Superintendent? Not to the Government. I generally 
speak to the Superintendent when I find men of that character, and recommend them to his 

notice. 
Do you not think it desirable that it should be represented to the Government that there 

are men in a hopeful state of mind, and that it would be a great benefit to them to be 
sepirated from the other prisoners? I shall be very pleased to do it. 

By Captain Ward: Do you ever take steps to lay it officially before the Superintendent? 
No; because I know there are no means at present of separating them; and I have always 
found that any recommendation for our department has utterly failed. 

By the Uhai,man: It is, no doubt, a very delicate business, but might there not be a 
process by which those who are well disposed might be distinguished from the others-if 
you were Superintendent of the island would you think such a thing impossible? I 
would at once recommend a system of classification. 
By Captain Wiird: Did you ever recommend to the Superintendent those men whom 

you considered worthy of consideration ? Not exactly. I have mentioned his name, and said 

such a one is a good man. 
Has your recommendation been acted upon? 1 have found Mr. Ormsby willing to do 

so, so far as circumstances would allow. 
By the Chairman: Is there a school on the island? Only for the children of the free 

people. 
What number of children attend that school? I scarcely know the number. 

63. You do not examine that school? No; because there are Roman Catholics among 

them. 
Do you think the means of education for those children who are residing with their 

parents on the island sufficient? Yes. I have examined several of the children, and I think 
the course of education is very respectable. 
What books have they for the purpose? I believe they are very good. 
Are they in want of looks? I believe not. 
Do you think the education of the young people on that island should be a special 

object of attention on the part of the minister? It ought to be a special duty. 
Do you ever teport to the Government on the state of education of the children ? No. 
Perhaps you will think it advisable to do so? If I knew the circumstances of the people. 
Do you not think that the state of the children on the island, although they are not 

immediately under the charge of the Government, situated as they are among a horde of 
convicts, must be a matter of grave attention and of christian observation? Yes. 
Do you not think it desirable to represent their state to the Government? Yes. 

72. Priaps you will do so? Yes. 
The scholmaster is a convict I believe? No, I think be is a free person. 
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You are in error there-you had better inquire whether he is or not? I never eon- The Revd. 
sidered myself as having authority to interfere. P. Agnew. 

But you were put in charge of a place where there were twenty-eight children, who,  
from their position, were peculiarly entitled to Christian sympathy and regard, and it is upon 27 Oct., 1857. 
that ground I put the question to you. 

By Mr. Merewctlier: You look upon the convicts as the special objects of your care? 
Yes. 
By the U/iair,nan: With respect to the convicts, there is nothing for their moral or 

spiritual improvement but your ministerial service? No. 
There is no education for them if they are desirous of it? No; I have often asked them 

if they were desirous of forming a class and of receiving instruction, but they have said there 
is no time allowed. 

Do you think, if there were time allowed, they would gladly avail themselves of it? 
Yes ; I have inquired into that matter. 

Up to the present time there has been none? Not while I have been there. 
I will now leave those subjects and ask you whether you have had any hinderance from 

the Superintendent or the officers of the island in performing your duties? No. 
Have you ever had to complain of not being able to perform your duties, in consequence 

of any of the arrangements at all? No, except from my own arrangements. For instance, 
I have to visit ships on Sunday sometimes; and on one occasion, through my own arrange-
ments, I was prevented visiting the island. 

Are you always able to visit the island for the purposes of your duty? Yes, with the 
exceptions I have mentioned. 

Are you ever disappointed with respect to the boat? No. 
Or by any other circumstance when you are going officially to perform your duties? No. 
Is there any want of courtesy to yourself in the performance of your duty? No. 

.87. By Captain TVrd: flow often is the Sacrament aduministered on the island ? It has 
not been since I have been there. 

There is no regulation about it? No. 
To whom is it left to name the day for the administration of the Sacrament? It would 

be to the Visiting Clergyman, at the request I should think, of the prisoners themselves. 
Have you never urged Mr. Ormsby to have a Sunday set apart for that purpose? No. 
He has never suggested it to you? No. 
By the Chairman : Does any member of his family attend your service? No. 
Neither male or female? No. 
By Captain IVhrd: Have the men confined in the cells the use of bibles? Yes. 
When they require it, or is it left with them as a matter of course? I think it is 

generally left there. Anything the men require in confinement they would have from the 
library. 

Any religious book? Yes. 
Are there any other books for the use of the men? Yes, a few. 
If they asked for them would they be allowed? Yes. 
Books of amusement? Yes, moral books. 
By the Chanman: Did you ever know a man to have a bible in his cell? I visit the 

men in the cells generally on Sunday, and I generally see a bible with them. 
By Captain Ward: Any suggestions coming from you would receive the attention of 

the Superintendent? Yes. 
You feel confident of that? Yes. 
You have given one part of your evidence in opposition to the statement of the Super-

intendent-are you quite sure the Assistant Superintendent never attends Divine Service? 
I cannot say who be is. 

Mr. Brown? The person who works in the office? 
No, that is Mr. Taylor? I was referring to him ; Mr. Brown does attend always. 
By the Chairman: When you said the Assistant Superintendent does not attend Divine 

Service, you were alluding to Mr. Taylor, the clerk in the office? Yes; Mr. Brown attends 
regularly; I have never known him absent, excepting when he has been sick. 

BY Mr. Merewetlier: How long do you stay on the island when you go on Sunday? An 
hour and a-half, and sometimes two hours. 

Not more? No. 
During the time you are on the island is it orderly? Yes, very. 
There is no disturbance among the prisoners? No. 
By Captain Waid: On a certain occasion, the 20th September, did you hear any 

noise-I allude to the ease mentioned in the papers? I remember the day. I never saw 
anything of it. 

Were you there in the afternoon ? If it were Sunday, yes. 
118. It is stated by Mr. Ormsby that it was about two o'clock-would you have been there 
at that time? Yes. 

Did you bear any noise? No. 
By Mr. Merewether: At what time do you go there? At one; the service generally 

occupies an hour. 
The prisoners who are in the cells do not attend the service-do you visit them in their 

cells? They are not always in the cells; I think I see every one who is in the cells. 
BY Captain Waid: When you go to the island on service, do you generally go with 

the Chaplain of the Church of Rome and return with him? Never. 
That is from your special choice? The service performed by me is at another part of 

the day; it would not be convenient for mae to go at the same time, on account of my other 
duties. 

Do you return with him? No. 
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The Revd. 120. Then the boat goes to and fro twice on Sunday? Yes. 
P. Agnew. 121. By the Chairman : With respect to the prisoners in the cells, they do not attend 

Divine Service?. No. 
27 Oct., 1857. 122. Has any prisoner in the cells asked you to obtain permission for him to attend Divine 

Service on the Lord's Day? No. 
You have never been asked to obtain permission? No. 
By Captain Ward: Would you not be prepared to request it? I think it would be a 

proper thing for them to leave their cells end to attend Divine Service, and to be taken back 
again, without communicating with the rest. 

Is it possible to take them from their cells to Divine Service, and to convey them back 
without their communicating with the other prisoners? It is; when the general con-
gregation were assembied, seats might be left near the door to which they might be taken, 
and they might then be removed before the rest. 

Then they might attend Divine Service on the silent system as it were? Yes. 
By the fihairman: You never make any requisition? No. 
You may think it desirable to do so? I will now it has been mentioned; but I 

scarcely thought it proper to interf&re with any arrangement I found existing. 
But as Chaplain, the only comforter many of these people have, do you not think you 

should make your services as acceptable and beneficial as you can ? Yes. 

The Revd. The Reverend Patrick Kenyon was called in and examined, as follows :- 
P. Kenyon. 1. By the Chairman: Are you upon the Establishment of Cockatoo Island as Chaplain? 

1 " "   I have been, until within about the last three weeks. 
27 Oct., 1857. 2. How long were you in that capacity? Since last May twelve months. 

Are there many people of your church in the establishment? Yes, there were about 150. 
About one half the entire number, in fact? I do not know, in fact, the entire number 

of prisoners on the island. 
How often did you attend the island in the performance of your duty? Twice every 

week regularly, and very frequently three times. 
Were you ever specially sent for by any prisoner? No, I was never specially sent for, 

except in the case of sickness or death. 
Then you have been sent for? Yes, I was on one occasion, to attend an old man who 

was sick, and who died subsequently. 
Are you always prepared to go if you are sent for by any who require your attendance? 

Yes. 
What are your duties on the Lord's Day? My duties on Sunday are to celebrate Mass 

and to preach. 
To conduct the whole service of your church? Yes; to give eatechetical instruction 

and moral instruction, and to celebrate Mass. 
Do you give catechetical instruction before the service? No; at the close of the service 

I generally gave an exhortation, which was partly a moral exhortation and partly cateehetical 
instruction, as the occasion called for. 
You celebrate Mass every Lord's Day? Yes. 
Are any of your people so far advanced as to partake of the Eucharist? Yes; I had 

nearly every Sunday, on the average, four or five 
Who habitually received the Eucharist? No, they were not always the same; I had, 

on the whole, about thirty persons who frequently partook of the Holy Sacrament. 
I think you never receive any to that rite without previous confession? Never. 
Are you much and confidentially spoken to by the men on the state of their minds and 

consciences? I have frequently exhorted them to more frequent application to myself; but 
I had about thirty or forty who visited me every month or three weeks, on the Saturday. 
This was the general number; but the individuals were constantly changing, as they were 
gradually drafted away and others supplied their places. 
What was the conduct of the men of your church, generally, during Divine Service? I 

never had occasion to find fault with them except once, and then some persons were rather 

sleepy. 
Do any of the officers of the establishment attend your service? Yes. 

19, And partake of the Eucharist? Sometimes. 
These men, into the state of whose minds you particularly inc1uire, how do they seem to 

be affected-I mean are these men whose progress towards repentance you think to be 
hopeful? I think generally, from my acquaintance with the Catholics, that any of these 
men who make an effort to be good, with God's help, generally succeed; they please me 
very much. 
Do you take any means to separate them from other persons? There is no mode 

available. 
At present? At present. 
Can you conceive of no mode to be available? I can conceive of no mode under the 

present circumstances of the island; the number, of wards is so limited that there can be no 
classification. 
Taking the Protestants and Catholics together who are well disposed, might they not 

occupy an entire ward-might they not be numerous enough to occupy an entire ward? 
Perhaps they would, if you could segregate them sufficiently. 
Have you never proposed any such thing to the Superintendent, or to the proper 

authorities? No. 
Are the arrangements for the performance of your duty satisfactory, as far as they can 

be? As far as they can be. 
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Is there anything you wish to have altered in that respect? The want of cleanliness in The Rev. 
the room where we celebrate Mass; but I think it is as clean as it can be kept under the P. Kenyon. Circumstances 

It is used as a dining-room upon the very day on which you perform Divine Service, and 27 Oct., 1857. 
s occupied by three hundred men for that purpose ? Yes, and it has been cleaned up 
after breakfast, and sanded over just before. 
29. And then, I suppose, can only be partially done? Not as well as I could wish, 
Have you represented that to the Superintendent ? I represented it at the beginning, as 

far as I can recollect. 

Is there any hinderance to you in the performance of your duty-are you ever at a loss, 
for instance, to obtain a passage in a boat to and froin the island? Never that I recollect. 
You know of no impediment in the. way of your performing your duties? None that 

I recollect. 

33. Is there anything in the regulations or in the conduct of the officers of the island that 
throws any impediment in the way of the performance of your duties ? Not in the 
performance of my duties. 

Not in your personal accommodation ? I was constrained once to take a long walk 
across the bush, as it is called-across Balniaiu. 

How did that arise? Returning to Sydney in th boat regularly appointed for me, one 
of the officers sought a passage in it, and it was stated that he had no right to come in this 
boat; they said they had no right to let him unless he applied for permission; he refused to 
get out of the boat or to leave the boat, if the boat were to go to Sydney with me-he said 
if the boat were to go to Sydney he would accompany me. 
WTho was that gentleman ? He was in the engineering department there. 
Was it Mr. Thomas? Yes, that is the name. I had to leave the boat in consequence, 

to get into the guard-boat, and to come across to Balwain. 
While he came on to Sydney? No; he came in the guard-boat, to which he had 

no right. 

39. Do you ever visit the school upon the island ? Very rarely. 
Are there not some children there whose parents belong to your church? Yes, there are. 
Do you supply them with books for their instruction ? No; I applied to the parents 

to have them come to the celebration of the Mass, and they objected; their objections were 
very futile, I considered, and I had nothing to do with the children afterwards. 
You are on the island during a great part of the Lord's Day, are you not? No; 

about two hours. 

What is the conduct of the people on. that day, orderly or disorderly? As far as I 
observed them on that day, as well as on any other, it was always orderly. 
You never saw anything to complain of in that respect ? No. 
Is there any point in connection with the management and conduct of the convicts upon 

the island you would wish to submit to the consideration of the Board? Except that great 
and most difficult one of classification. 

You think that is a subject which requires consideration and attention ? Yes, and very 
serious attention, because of its importance and the very great difficulty of carrying it out. 
Do you visit the men in their cells when they are put into solitary confinement? Only 

once have I visited one of them. 

Perhaps none of your pe6ple have been there? I believe there have been members of 
the Catholic Church there, but only on one occasion did I go there when a man wished to 
see me. When I have been there I have found men in the cells, but they are there only for 
a short time. 

49. You have never been applied to by any of them to be permitted to come out to Mass? 
There was one man who asked to be allowed, but I did not think he was very upright in his 
seeking; he merely sought to get away for the indulgence. 
You did not apply for him ? No; for otherwise he behaved very badly; he treated 

the wardsmen badly. 
By Captain Ward: Are there books kept on the island for the prisoners' reading? Yes. 
Have you any voice in their selection? I have the entire choice of the books for the 

Catholics, the Visiting Magistrate having a veto which he does not require to exercise. He 
said that such books as treat on controversy should not be allowed, therefore I guarded 
against such books. 

Are these books allowed to the prisoners who are confined in the eells? I give them 
in charge to one of the officers who keeps them. 
Are the prisoners in the cells allowed the use of them? I am not aware. 
Have any recommendations coming from you in your capacity of Chaplain been generally 

attended to by the Superintendent ? I think generally, as far as he could. 
He has generally co-operated with you to carry out your views? Yes; but I have 

seldom applied to him; I have had anything I needed. 
Does the Superintendent ever attend Divine Service? No; he is not a person of my 

profession. 

What officers attend with you? Mr. Easton. 
He his an overseer in the Civil Engineer's Department? Yes. 
Does any officer of the Penal Department attend, to preserve order? I believe there is 

not a Cathcilje officer or free overseer. The free overseers are generally outside in the yard, 
and are immediately in care of the prisoners. 
Then you consider their attendance inside unnecessary, if it is against their consciences? 

I think there is sufficient done to ensure order and regularity by their remaining outside. 
But they do, as a rule, remain outside? Yes. 
Does Mr. Ormshy remain there? Not Mr. Ormsby, but two of the free overseers. Two 

* i-o of 
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The Rev, of them are very attentive in seeing that the dining hail is cleared up, and in preserving 

P. Kenyon. order and regularity. 
' -'  64. What are their names? Mr. Ferris is one. 
27 Oct., 857. 65. Is Mr. Brown, the Deputy Superintendent, one? Yes; he is attentive, but not s 

remarkable as one other man, who has a brother in the police force there. 

ThURSDAY, 29 OCTOBER, 1857. 

IJrcøfnt :— 

Siit W. W. BTJRTON, KNT., IN THE CHAnt. 

B. C. MEREWET[IER, ESQ. 
CAPTAIN E. W. WARD. 

Mr. Henry Parkes was called in and examined, as follows :— 

Mr.H.Parkcs. 1. By the Chairman : you  are the proprietor of the 
Empire ? I am the proprietor. 

2. Our attention has been called to a leading article in your paper, and to letters published 
29 Oct., 1857. on the 26th of September, and on the 2nd, 5th, and 6th October, relative to the management 

of Cockatoo Island; have you anything you can state to us upon those facts and circum-

stances of your own knowledge ? There are letters in the Empire 
newspaper on the 26th 

September, and on the 2nd, 5th, and 6th of October, and on other days, both previous and 
subsequent to those dates, on the management of Cockatoo Island. The whole of those letters 
were admitted by me on ascertaining who were the writers, and in the greater number of 
instances on having first a personal interview with them. I have the permission of the 
writers, with one exception, where I have not been able to communicate with the party, 
to give their names to this Board. The exception where I have not had that permission 
is in the case of the letter, inserted on the 26th September, by "N.B.' but I feel so assured 
that the writer in that case would not wish to withhold his name, that I venture to give his 
name at once, I have written to him but have received no reply. The writer gives his 
private address to me as "Charles Robertson, senior, Bleak Cottage, opposite Cockatoo 
"Island." On that letter reaching my office, it called to my mind various other applications 
that had been made to me throughout a number of years, both as editor of a public journal, 
as a Member of the old Legislative Council, and as a Member of the Legislative Assembly, 
and on that accountI paid more attention to it than I otherwise should have done. The 
writers of the letters, in addition to the one just named, are the Rev. John Pendrill, Mr. J. 
H. Thomas, Mr. 1ichard Thompson, a reporter of the Sydney illorning Herald, 

and Mr. 

Christopher Murray, who was formerly either one of the boat's crew or a constable on 
Cockatoo Island, and who resides in l'rinees-strect, opposite the Wesleyan Chapel. I may 
say here that several of these letters were softened in expression by me, prior to pub-
lication—the manuscript would shew the charges were in stronger terms than they appear 
in the publication. In addition to these letters, I have had letters and applications from 
various other persons; some of them from persons who have been confined on Cockatoo 
Island as prisoners, in these cases I have neither published the letters nor communicated 
with the parties; but I have some of those letters here, which I think I might hand in to you 

as evidence, to be taken for what they are worth. 
Are they known writers? Yes. As soon as the first publications on this subject 

reached Bathurst I got this letter from a Mr. Merewether, who was formerly, I believe 

sub-editor of the S'ydney AIm'niug Herald, 
who was slightly known to me in con-

sequence of the necessary connection between the two newspaper offices, and who was 
confined on that island for some time, but whom I have never seen since his con-

nection with the Herald ceased. 
(The Witness read the letter. Vide .4ppend2x A.) 

I have not, since the receipt of that letter, communicated with Mr. Merewether upon the 

subject, but I have received a second letter from him. 
(The Witness read the letter. Vide 

Appendix B.) 
Besides the letter from Mr. Merewether, I have received a letter intended for 

publication in the Empire, 
anonymously, from William Henry Groom, storekeeper, of 

Drayton, Darling Downs, which I declined to publish, simply because I had not the means 
of judging for myself who Mr. Groom was, but which also contains specific instances of 
mismanagement, cruelty, and manslaughter. He charges the dispenser with causing the 

death of a man. 
By Uaptain Ward: Is that the present dispenser? Yes. 
Are you aware whether this man, Groom, was also a prisoner? I know nothing more of 

him than I have stated. (The letter was read to the Board. Vide Appendix C.) 
In the 

first letter addressed to me from your Board, I am asked to afford evidence concerning the 
facts particularly referred to in the leading article of the Empire 

of the 3rd October. These 

facts, as it appears to me, are—that the island is under very improper management that 
the Superintendents who has the general management of the island, does not possess the 
qualities that are absolutely requisite in the conduct of a great penal 

establishment—an 

establishment exclusively for the punishment and reformation of criminals. It will be 
necessary, I think, for me to say, that throughout my life I have paid considerable attention 
to the questicn of criminal management; that as a Member of the Legislature I lost no 
opportunity of doing all I could to promote the general improvement of the prisons of the 
Colony, and that, for some years past, I have lost no opportunity of visiting those prisons. 
Hence the publication of these letters, the writing of this article, and their publication, are 
merely parts, as I might say, of a life-long conduct, so far as 1 am concerned. Now, coming 
to this particular establishment, which I regard as of immense importance to the Colony, 
because I cannot conceive of any greater mischief that can accrue to the Colony than that 
of a number of hardened offenders—the most hardened the Colony produces—being sent here, 

and 
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and no proper attention being paid to the tempering of the system of punishment, with 
Mr.H.Parkc. 

even-handed justice on the one hand, and no proper attention being paid to their gradual '-- 

reformation on the other. And, moreover, that they should there get that worst of all 29 Oct., 17. 
impressions, that the persons placed in charge ot them are as liable to mal-practices as them-
selves. I can couceive of no impression so dangerous to get abroad as this, and none so 
likely to lead to consequences fatal to good order, and to the general and proper stability of 
society. It is hence I attach so very much importance to this matter. Now, coming to this -' 

establishment, I will state how I first became acquainted with Mr. Ormsby. Some years, 
I should think twelve years ago—it may perhaps be more—I held a subordinate situation in 
the Custom House, and was entrusted with the charge of a ship in the capacity I then filled. 
On that occasion I saw Mr. Ormsby for the first time. He came to visit the captain of the 
ship; he dined there, and remained, as far as my recollection serves me, till near midnight; 
and I had an opportunity of seeing that he was indulging in wine, or spirits, or both, nearly 
the whole of the time. Towards midnight, or between the hours of eleven and twelve, 
a police boat, manned by four hands, came to take Mr. Ormsby home. As I have 
already stated, I then filled a very subordinate situation, but the thought that came 
into my mind was that if I were the Governor Mr. Ormsby should not be Superinten-
dent of that island five minutes longer. From that time to this 1 have never had any 
personal acquaintance with Mr. Ormsby but I have been in a position to hear much concern-
ing him—have had opportunities of observing his conduct. I habituate myself to observing 
the conduct of every body who occupies a public position, and what I have seen of Mr. 
Ormsby leads me to the impression that he is one of the most completely unfit men to fill 
the situation that could be found. I wish to guard myself from being understood to mean 
more than my words properly convey. I do not say that Mr. Ormnsby may not be a very 
upright man, a very excellent man, but he entirely lacks the qualities which are now 
generally acknowledged by all men who pay attention to the question of prison management 
as absolutely requisite for such an important situation as that. I avow myself the writer of 

this article in the Empire of the 3rd October. In that article there is this sentence,—" If 
illiteracy, the most confined views on social questions, a self-indulgent disposition, ungo- 
vernable passions and violent language were qualities desirable in the superintendence of 
a penal establishment, then Mr. Ormsby would be the very model of a public gaoler.' 
The article then goes on to state, in a very imperfect manner, what kind of man should be a 
governor of a gaol :-" But the interests of society demand a very different class of qualities. 
"The man selected for such an office should be one of calm temperament and inflexible mind, 
"with the severest notions of honor and justice, capable of much self-denial, and utterly 
"incapable of any kind of favoritism or low inanmuvre; and one, moreovei., possessing a good 
knowledge of the world and a sound discrimination in juding of character." The article 
then states, with a desire not to be understood as denouncing Mr. Ormsby as absolutely had, 
that he might make a very respectable tradesman and be extremely useful as one, seeking to 
carry out the meaning I have already tried to convey, that all the writer meant was that lie 
was unfit for that particular situation. Now, my opinion was formed mainly by the oppor-
tunity I had had of judging of the Superintendent of Cockatoo Island, as already stated. 
There was also this circumstance, that in the month of July, or early in August last, the 
present Dispenser of Cockatoo Island, Mr. J. F. Peers, called upon inc and asked my advice 
as to how he should act with reference to Mr. Ormsby's conduct towards him on a particular 
day, a little previous, on which occasion Mr. Ormsby called him "damned liar," a " damned 
ri scoundrel," "a villain," and a "damned pimp." Here is the original letters of Dr. West, 
the medical visitor, acknowledging that violent language did take place outhe day alluded 

to. Here is the original letter Mr. John Duff, the Clerk of Works, stating that he heard 

this diegraceful language and is ready to come forward and prove it. Here is the original 

letter of Mr. Ormsby, which is sufficient to shew that he is a man of extreme illiteracy, utterly 
unfit for this situation. (The wit ness handed in the original letters and copies above referred to. 

Vile Appendix.) In another part of this article there are these words,—" Hitherto it is alleged 
"that any person in a subordinate position who has dared to breathe a murmur of complaint has 
" been singled out as the object of a petty and unsleeping persecution, which, sooner or later, has 
" cleared the scene of his presence, if it has not involved him in some fabricated disgrace. This 
species of tyranny has been syst.ematised, it is said, by the employment of the basest of the 
prisoners as spies, who have been encouraged by the usual indulgences allowed for good 
conduct." This has been stated on the authority of the, gentlemen whoe names I have 
already handed in to the Commission, namely, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Pendrill, Mr. Richard 

Thompson, and Mr. Christopher Murray. As to other facts within my knowledge, and my 
means of obtaining which I am not prepared to state, I believe that on Easter Monday, in 
1856, Mr. Ormsby entertained a large company of friends at a picnic at Chowder Bay; that 
on that occasion seven constables belonging to the establishment at Cockatoo Island were 
employed as boatmen to convey his friends, and to perform other menial offices in connexion 
with the entertainment. The names of these constables were John Smith, Daniel Beattie, 
John Waltam, Richard Musgrove, Samuel. D. Johnson, Richard Sadlier, and Christopher 
Murray, who, I presume, if they can be called before this Commission, will give evidence to 
that effect. I. have reason to believe, as another evidence of the entire want of discipline on 
Cockatoo Island, that some time, not very far back, Mr. Taylor, who is son-in-law to the 
Superintendent, and fills some subordinate situation in the establishment on Cockatoo, 
obtained a convict named Sullivan as his house servant; wbether the regulations of the 
island allow that or not 1 do not pretend to say; that Sullivan went to the house of a Mr. 
Horsford on the island, and represented to him that Mrs. Taylor was ill and wanted a bottle 
of gin; that the gin was thereupon supplied, and that Sullivan, the convict so employed, was 

found afterwards dead drunk with the bottle lying beside him. He 'was found so by one of 
the overseers, Mr. Byron. I do not of course pretend to know whether the subordiflates on 
the island are allowed convicts to be distributed among them as servants. 

6. 
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Mr.H.Porkes. 6. By the Cha&rnan The regulations allow certain servants to the officers? I was not 
aware of that. I have reason to believe that the boat has been away on frequent occasions 

20 Oct., 1857. to picnics at Lane Cove, a considerable distance from the island; that it has on other occa-
sions taken Mr. Ormsby and his friends to Homebuth races, by going up the Parrarnatta 
River to a hay called Homebush Bay, and that the policemen whose names have already 
been given will be able to give evidence to that effect. I am assured, on information upon 
which I am inclined to rely, but the particulars of which I cannot communicate to the 
Board, that Mr. Ormsby keeps a very extensive establishment as to the production of choice 
vegetables, and poultry in great- numbers; that the Visiting Magistrate and the Visiting 
medical man, the only checks there are upon the conduct of Mr. Ormsby in his isolated 
position, have repeatedly received presents of poultry, vegetables, and so on, from Mr. 
Ormsby on their visits,—to which I think the Board will, if it should find the fact as 
stated, attach a grave importance, considering that Mr. Ormsby is so isolated, as much so 
indeed as though lie were a thousand miles off in the Pacific, and that the only regular 
checks upon his management are the visits of the i\iagistrate and of the medical man. I 
believe John Smith, a German, who is coxswain in the boat of the establishment, will satisfy 
this Commission that he has repeatedly conveyed presents of turkeys to Captain M'Lerie, to 
Dr. West, and to other gentlemen who occupy these very important positions as checks upon 
the management of the island. I have reason to believe that Mr. Byron, the penal overseer, 
Mr. Easton, overseer of the Engineer's department, Mr. 1roderick, engineer, Mr. Cahil, fore-
man of works, Mr. Kellehcr, foreman of works, Mr. Fitzgerald, foreman of works, will all give 
evidence of the very great difficulty they have experienced from want of discipline among 
the convicts employed under them, and that their complaints of this want of discipline, and 
consequent difficulty in the progress of their works, have been generally disregarded, to the 
injury of the public service, and to their great dissatisfaction. There is a person on the 
island of the name of Scott, a constable, who, I have reason to think, will give the Commis-
sion valuable evidence. 1 do not know that I have any thing else to add, unless there be 
any other question you have to ask respecting this publication. There is one thing I 
omitted to state with reference to my advice being asked in the case of the dispute between 
Mr. Peers and Mr. Ormsby. When the correspondence I have handed in was laid before 
inc—and I should like )Jr. Peers to be examined on that point—I advised him, unless he 
was prepared to risk all the consequences of bringing his case before the Colonial Secretary, 
which he did not appear to be prepared to do, to take back the correspondence, to put up 
with the indignity he had met with, and to go on discharging his duty so that no one could 
possibly call him to account, and to set all other parties at defiance by the exemplary course 
of his conduct. 

FRiDAY, 30 OCTOBER, 1857. 

Jrcøtnt :— 

SIR W. W. BURTON, KNT., IN THE CHAIR. 

E. C. MEREWETHER, ESQ., I CAPTAIN E. W. WARD. 

The following letter from Mr. H. Parkes was received and read:- 

" Gentlemen, 
11 Sydney, August 30, 1857. 

With reference to what I understood from the Board yesterday,—that 
Mr. Ormsby, though permitted to be present with his solicitor during the examination of 
" the witnesses named in my evidence, will yet not know who those witnesses are till they 
enter the room, I beg to point out that it will be impossible to carry out this intention on 
part of the Board if my evidence is read to Mr. Ormsby before their examination. I do 
" not suppose that Mr. Ormsby would seek, by any indirect means, to tamper with these 
witnesses in consequence of the knowledge so obtained, but it must be recollected that such 
things have been done, and that in this case the persons are his subordinates in office, and 
are placed in circumstances that offer peculiar facilities for the operation of improper 
" influences. 

Standing, as I do, before your Commission in the capacity of a censor, I cannot, on 
" mature reflection, admit the justice of being excluded from the examination while Mr. 
Ormsby is allowed not only to be present, with legal assistance, but to exercise the privilege 
of cross-examination. Any inquiry into the management of the penal establishment at 
Cockatoo Island will be unconsciously diverted from its great ends—the vindication of 
public justice and the promotion of the public welfare—if the personal character of any of 
the officers in charge be made the first object of concern. I respectfully submit that the 
" character of those officials who have acted wisely and uprightly, and with an enlightened 
" sense of their duties and responsibilities, must necessarily rise in the light of a thorough 
investigation, and are perfectly safe in the result without any special means of protection. 

"I have, &e., 
"HENRY PARKES." 

"The Hon. Sir W. W. Burton, Knt. 
E. W. Ward, Esq. 
"Edwd. C. Merewether, Esq." 

The Board resolved, "That there was nothing in the evidence given by Mr. Parkes 
which made it requisite to recall Mr. Parkes to be cross-examined by Mr. Ormsby, as there 
was no specific charge within that gentleman's own knowledge contained in his evidence, 
" and that, therefore, his request should be complied with—that it should not be read." 

The 
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The Reverend John Pendrill was called in and examined, as follows :- 

By the Cha&nsan: Are you a clergyman of the Church of England in the Establishment The Rev. 
of New South Wales? I was. 1. Pendxill. 
And at this time? lam not. 
How are you now employed? I am helping Mr. Savigny in the conduct of his schooL 3 Oct., 1851. 
Were you Chaplain of Cockatoo Island? I wes. 
For what period of time? From July, 1856, to the end of March in the present year. 
Will you be kind eDOUgh to look at the Empi.ie newspaper of the 26th of September last; 

you will there find a letter signed " N. B." ? (lUte lVttnesefcried to a newspaper.) Yes. 
Have you seen that letter before? Yes. 
Do you know the writer of that letter? No. 
. Do you, of your own knowledge, know anything of the circumstances there stated? No, 
I do not. 
During the timeyou were Chaplain of the establishment were the arrangements made 

for the conducting of your duties such as to be satisfactory to you? Not altogether. 
Will you tell us in what respect they were otherwise—I mean now particularly with 

reference to the actual performance of your duty in your ministrations in conducting 
Divine Service? On one occasion I was turned out of the dispensary, and on another 
occasion I had a message brought to me from the schoolmaster—I believe he is also called 
the taskmaster—saying he wished to see me in the schoolroom. I went up to him, and he 
gave me a letter without any address, but which appeared to be a letter addressed to Mr. 
Ormsby, by the Colonial Secretary. I said I could not receive that letter as it was not 
addressed to me. He said he had been instructed to shew me that letter, and to require me 
to put on my surplice there, and to go down from there to the place where the service was 
held. I said I should not do anything of the kind, that it was too far to walk from the top 
of the hill to the yard, and I ordered the gown to be taken down to the Assistant Super-
intendent's Office. There was considerable hesitation, and at length I went down and said 
that if the surplice was not brought down I should be compelled to go through the service 
without it. I believe that was done with the intention of affront. 
When did this occur? On the 15th February, it appears from my note. 
Was Mr. Ormsby present at any part of that discussion ? No. 
Then the message was given to you by the schoolmaster—what is his name? I do not 

know. 
One of the prisoners on the island? No; one of the free officers—the taskmaster I 

think he is called. There was a case previous to that which I may as well mention. There 
was a prisoner on the island of the name of Cockerill. Shortly after his arrival I saw him 
in the yard. The last time I had seen him previous to this was at the baptizing of his 
child at Christ Church, of which place I was Curate. I went up and spoke to the man, and 
said, "I am very sorry to see you here; you are now in a very different position from that in 
' which I saw you last." The man was very much affected, and tears came into his eyes. 
He talked of the circumstances of his case, and said what caused him the most grief was 
the position he had brought his wife and family into, and that he did not know but that all 
his things would be sold, and his wife be turned into the street. I said I feared that might 
be the case, but that I would see his wife. I went to his wife, but it was a perfectly 
voluntary act; having known the people before I felt justified in doing so, and even had I 
not known them, I did not suppose that my being Chaplain of Cockatoo Island should 
prevent my doing a christian act. I saw a man, when I went into the room, who I learned 
was in the police, and he asked me who I was. I told him I was the Chaplain at Cockatoo 
Island, and stated plainly that I had seen her husband, who was greatly distressed about her. 
The man offered me a chair, took out a piece of paper and wrote down all that was said. 
Shortly after, when I went to Cockatoo, Mr. Ormsby came up to me, and said, "I have a 
"charge against you for carrying messages from prisoners to their family." He then added 
that Captain M'Lerie had been informed, by a detective, that I had carried a message from 
Cockerill to his family. I was much astonished and annoyed, and said the charge was 
unfounded. I was going to write to Captain M'Lerie, to ask him whether I was to be 
subject to the reports of the Detective Police because I was Chaplain of Cockatoo Island. 

By Ua,vtaia Witrd: It was made a charge against you? That I was carrying mesages 
from the prisoners to their friends, which was unfounded. 

What was the result? There it ends. 
By the Ultairman : We are upon the subject of the arrangement for the performance of 

your duties, more particularly with reference to the arrangements for the performance of Divine 
Service, and of giving spiritual instruction? There was very little opportunity for that, 
except on the Saturdays. I requested the use of a room where I night see the prisoners. 
Was that always granted? I had one afterwards. I had the use of the school-room, 

but it was not a room for my own use. 
Upon those occasions, when you have had to confer with the prisoners? There were men 

smoking in the adjoining room, and there was no accommodation. I applied for that room, 
in consequence of having been turned out of the dispensary by Dr. West. I had been in 
the habit of using it as a vestry on Sunday; but one Sunday Dr. West sent his assistant to 
request me to leave it, as he said he wished to see his patients there; I left, but had no 
place to go to ; I went out and sat on the wall. 
Was there any place when you went over to the island which you could use as a place 

of retirement, or as a vestry ? None, but the dispensary. 
You used that by a kind of permission? I was shewn to it when I went there at first, 

but I was turned out of it afterwards. I applied for a room, and it was refused me. 
To whom did you apply? To Mr. North. I had a correspondence about it. 
You applied for a room to be assigned to you? Yes. 

* 17—P . . . 25. 
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The Rev. 25. Was it granted? I was granted the use of the school-room, of which I had the use 

J. Fendrill. before. 
26. What means of retirement had you? Mr. Brown's office, the Assistant Superintendent's. 

30 Oct., 1&7. 27. With his permission? Yes. 
For the purposes of robing and retirement? There was not much retirement there; the 

place was not above eight feet square. On Saturdays IL had the use of the school-room to see 
the prisoners, but it was not what might be called private, for there was a room adjoining 
where the convicts attached to the office went, and sat and smoked, and there was only a 
slight partition between the two, so that prisoners who came to me might fear they would be 

overheard. 
The conviet, I suppose, were, many of them, in the habit of requiring your advice and 

instruction ? I gave notice to Mr. Brown to receive the names of any convicts who wished 
to see me from time to time; but very few applied to me, and it was considered not a recoin- 
mendation to a man if be desired to see the Chaplain very often. 
Were you in fact consulted by some of them upon their spiritual state? Yes, I was. I 

proposed last Easter to administer the Sacrament; at least one of the prisoners requested 

that I would. 
Was the Sacrament administered? I left before the time. 
You were in charge from July to the end of March? Yes. 
Daring that time, was it usual for the Superintendent to attend Divine Service? Never. 
Did any of the family of the Superintendent attend? No. 
Did the free overseers of the establishment? Mr. Brown attended regularly. 
How did the men conduct themselves during their attendance? Some of them used to 

attend; some of them lay with their heads on their hands half asleep. 
They all attended, did they not? No, a great many did not attend that should have 

attended ; it seemed to be optional, I understood. 
By t'aptain Ward: Are you aware whether any who ought to have attended did not 

attend-do you know of your own knowledge? I have known the schoolmaster not to attend 

from time to time. 
But the convicts? He was a convict; there was a second schoolmaster; I refer to him. 

Was there any one else? Not to my knowledge. 
By the Oliairman: How  long used you to remain on the island when you visited it? I 

used to go after dinner on Saturday; the men dined at two, and I got to the island about 
half-past two or three o'clock, and left at four, when the men had their supper or tea. 
Then you went again on the Lord's Day? Yes, on the Sunday. 
And were there for how long? At one time, when I first went there, I had a service for 

the free officers, and I used to have a few of the free children in a class, and generally 

left for Sydney between two and three o'clock. 
How long were you there on the Lord's Day ? At this time I had two services. 
Two services every Lord's Day? I had at first, but latterly I was obliged to have only 

one. 
But you had in fact at one time two services ? Yes, and then the free officers did not 

attend; then the military volunteered to have a servicc, but they did not come to the service 

then. 
Did the military attend any of your services? I used to have a service in their own 

apartment. I had previously a service over the cells, which any free officer so disposed used 

to attend. 
In what manner was the Lord's Day observed during the time you were there, so far 

as you had an opportunity of noticing? The men were ranging about the yard, or sleeping 
about the yard; during the time I was there I was employed in my duty. 
Was there any desecration of the Lord's Day shewn in your presence while you were on 

the island? I never had an opportunity of observing the conduct of the men, except when 

they were engaged in the service. 
You may say whether it appeared to you that the Lord's Day was properly observed 

on the island during the time you were there-did you observe any desecration of it? No. 
Were you assisted by the Superintendent and officers of the establishment in your work 

among the prisoners? No. 
Were you thwarted? It is difficult to say that I was positively thwarted, but in my 

opinion very little encouragement was given to the Chaplain. 
By Gaptain Wn'cl: Did you ever demand assistance and have it refused? I had so 

much unpleasantness that I could not ask it. 
Then you never did ask it? No. I once asked for slates for the prisoners, and my 

request was refused. 
By the Chairman: Did you ever hear indecent yelling and hallooing on the Lord's Day, 

when you were there on that day? Not when I was there. 
I put into your hands a newspaper, the Empire of the 2nd October; will you be good 

enough to look at a letter in that signed "Witness"? (The witness referred to the paper.) 

Do you know the writer of that letter? Yes. 
Who is it? Myself. 
With respect to the disturbances on the island on the Lord's Day mentioned in this 

letter, you say-" It is a fact to which the attention of the Government has frequently been 
" called "-do you know of your own knowledge of the attention of the Government having 
been called to such facts? I have called the attention of the Government to the general fact. 
With reference to the disturbances on the island? Not to the disturbances on the 

island, but to the general state of the island. 
Have you any copy of your communications to the Government upon that subject? I 

produce the draft of a lettter, dated 19th February last, addressed by me to the Colonial 

Secretary. . (The letter was recd. Vide Appendix A.) 62 
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It appears from this letter that there must have, been a prior communication? Yes, The Rev. 
there was one in November. On the 13th November last I wrote a letter to the Colonial J.Pen4t11. 
Secretary, to which I received no answer. On the 17th December I wrote to the Governor. 

 

Did you receive -,in answer to that? Yes, dated the 24th December. (The leUei' was 30 Oct., 1857. 

read. Vide Appendir B.) 
Was the letter of the 19th of Frebruary in reply to that? Not exactly in reply—in 

continuation of the same subject. 
Were you furnished with a boat for the performance of your duties at that time? No; 

only very irregularly. 
Was there any impediment thrown in your way? In the first instance I did not know 

how far I was entitled to use the boat, and I got no answer to my letter to the Colonial 
Secretary requesting information. I then wrote to Hi: Excellency the Governor General, 
calling attention to the fact, and received the rc y that the boat should be placed at my 
disposal when I required it; that was not carried out, and that was the cause of my letter. 
Was there any special occasion when you were refused the boat when you required it—how 

did you make known that you required it? On several occasions I was refused a boat; 
indeed it was so frequently the case that myself and the Priest of the Church of Rome 
made a coalition, in order that we might secure a boat between us, and I agreed, at much 
inconvenience, to go with him to the island at eight o'clock in the morning, to visit the 
hospital, and attend a small class I had formed; that he should have his service first, and then 
I should have mine, and that we should return together at twelve o'clock. In accordance 
with that arrangement, on the 9th of November I went to the King-street wharf, and found 
no boat; I hired a boat, went across to Balmain, and then walked across the mainland 
opposite Cockatoo. I then bailed the guard-boat, and was conveyed across to the island. On 
my arrival 1 saw Mr. Ormsby, who made no apology for what had occurred. I then requested 
that the boat might remain at the island until I was ready to return, but it did not; it went 
away without me to fetch the Visiting Magistrate. When I came down I found the boat 
gone, and the Inspeceor of Police stated that he had told Dr. West to wait for me. I took 
the boat across again and walked through the bush. No apology was offered for this, and I 
complained to the Colonial Secretary. Then there were several times, on week days, when 
I have been on the island, and the boat has left for Sydney without the compliment being 
paid me of asking me whether I would proceed in it. On one Sunday particularly, after 
declining the use of the boat to take me back to Sydney, with the view of saving the men 
the trouble of a second trip, as they complained of being so much engaged on the Sunday, 
the boat was sent to Sydney with some one else, and it was not intimated to me that the 
boat was going. In a letter to the Colonial Secretary, dated the 10th of September, I 
complained of the inefficiency of the service, and of the impertinence I was subject to from 
the coxswain of the boat. The boat was sent to me in a disorderly manner. 1 know what 
Government service is, for I have seen something of it in various parts of the world, and I 
know what ought to be done; and I saw that that was not done with respect to me in this 
boat. I complained to the Inspector of Police, and asked him whether the boat, belonged to 
him. He said, "Well, Sir, it does belong to me, and it does not belong to me." I perfectly 
understood what he meant. The boat, as I said to him, to be sent to me in a way as if they 
thought "anything would do for the parson;" and I was positively assured that that was 
the language the boat's crew used when they used to come for the parson. I frequently 
used to walk across, because the men complained to me that owing to the heavy nature of 
their services on Sunday they had no time to themselves; and I expected in return for that, 
that when I did want the boat I should have it. 
Was there any particular occasion on which the boat was refused to you, that you were 

aware of its having been employed in other service? Yes; on the 7th February I was sent 
to Sydney with the Chaplain of the Church of Rome, and the convict Garbut in irons. I 
protested to the Sergeant of Police against being sent in a boat with a convict in irons; I 
said I had no objection to the man Garbut, but I considered that it was a personal insult, 
and as such I resisted it. At this time the proper visiting boat was sent away on a picnic, 
a party of pleasure, a fishing party, or something of the kind—at all events it was sent away 
on a private excursion. 
Did you see that yourself? I can prove it. 
That the proper boat was at that time away? It was at the island when I arrived, and 

it left after I arrived. I was put into another boat with this convict in irons. The boat 
was very small, and it was blowing very fresh at the time. The convict was placed in the 
bow of the boat; but as the water broke over the bow, and the man had on the ordinary 
convict canvas clothing, I said, 11  That man cannot sit there—he will get wet through ;" 
and as he was going to Maitland to give evidence in a case of horse-stealing, he would have 
had to wear them all night. The sergeant said he had orders to keep him in the bow, but 
that if I directed it he might come aft. I told him to do so, and accordingly he came and 
sat to leeward opposite me. This brought the boat very much down by the stern, and the 
man pulling the stroke oar said he had not room to pull. 
You 'went in the boat? Yes; I had no alternative. 
Have you any other case to mention? I think it is as well to stick to one or two eases 

that I can specifically prove. I wish to state specific facts, and to prove them. I do not wish 
to occupy the time of the Board unnecessarily. 
Have you any other complaints to make with respect to the boat? If you think that is 

not sufficient. 
Do not.appeal to us, but state what you think necessary? I name that as a specific 

instance. 
Is that then the usual course of proceeding? It is a sample of the usual course. 
By Mr. Merewether: When you required to leave the island, what was the usual course? 

I 
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The Bey. I do not know; I applied to the Colonial Secretary for information upon that point, and had 
J. Pendrill. no information given me. 
,-.-'.-----. 77. If no intimation were given by you, how could they know that the boat would he 
30 Oct., 187. required? That was the fixed day; that was after the specific arrangement that I should 

have the boat on Saturday. It was a definite arrangement, that on that day I was entitled 
to have the boat. That I can prove; I gave my order on one occasion to Mr. Ormsby, 
respecting the boat, and that order was not attended to. 
By (Japtaz'n Ward: How do you mean that you gave your order to Mr. Ormsby? I 

told him I required the boat on Saturday. 
Are you entitled to the boat on any particular day? Yes, certainly. 
flow do you prove that title ? I prosume that is the title. (The Witnes.s 1,ancled in 

two letters. Vide Appendices C. and D ) 
Mr. North places the boat at your disposal on Saturdays and Sundays? Yes. 
When you applied for the boat on those occasions whom did you ask? The boat was 

always sent; that was the undertanding. 
It came as a matter of course? It was understood as a permanent order, that the boat 

was to be there when I wanted it. 
When you wanted it? I always wanted it. 
Were you there on any occasions on Saturday or Sunday after this date, the 29th of 

January, when the boat was not there? On that particular occasion I refer to, the 7th of 
February. 
The boat should have been for you at what wharf? At Cockatoo Island, on the occasion 

I have referred to. 
By the Chairman: You do not complain of not having been taken to the island on that 

occasion, but of not having been brought back in the boat? There was a ease of not having 
been brought back, but that was after this. 

By Captain Ward: The letter goes to this, that the boat should attend at King-street 
wharf, for the purpose of conveying you to the island; does that imply that the boat should 
be at your disposal for the whole of the day? Certainly, until I returned. 
On Saturday and Sunday, for the whole time the boat was at your disposal? Yes. 
That was your interpretation of the letter? Yes 
By the Chairman : Have you anything more to say as to the accommodation of the 

boat? After that, I gave the following notice to the Inspector, Mr. Dunning. (The 
JVitness read tJe same as follows) :- 

"February 21sf, 1857. 
" Sir, 

"As the Superintendent on Sunday last refused to allow me the use of the boat 
provided by Government for the officers of the establishment, I have referred the matter to 
the Colonial Secretary; meantime I am not prepared to accept any inferior boat which the 
Superintendent may of his own caprice think fit to substitute. 

'When it is distinctly understood that the visiting boat is not provided by the vote 
of Parliament as a pleasure boat for the Superintendent and his friends, but for the public 
service, I shall avail myself of it; until this is settled, you need send no boat to fetch me 
from Sydney. 

"I find that the boat's crew are rated as police on the Parliamentary Estimates, and the " boat service therefore belong to your department. It is my intention, if necessary, to have 
the subject brought before Parliament, and I trust you will, in this case, be prepared to show 
" that you are in no way answerable for the mismanagement which prevails in this branch 
" of your department." 

I have, &e., 
"JOHN PENDRILL. 

' The Inspector of Police." 

That notice I gave to Mr. Dunning to shew to the Superintendent, and told him to keep it 
for reference. He afterwards told me that the Superintendent had taken it from him. 
On the 7th of February, was the visiting boat being painted or not ? No 
By (lap tam Ward: By whom were you informed that it was being painted ? By one 

of the boat's crew. 
Not by Mr. Ormsby? No. 
You say in your letter—" On Sunday last, November 15, the small boat having been 

" sent for me to Sydney, I refused to return in it, and desired the coxswain to have the 
" proper boat ready after service, but Mr. Ormsby pnsitiveiy refused to let me have it, and I, 
in consequence, returned to Sydney, through the bush "—did the circumstances occur as 
there stated ? Yes. 
How do you know the fact that Mr. Ormsby refused to let you have it? Because Isent 

a man and waited till he hroubt back an answer. 
By the U/ia irmo,,: Referring to this letter, I would ask you are you aware that there are 

printed rules and regulations? I have never seen any—none were ever shewn to me. 
Do you yourself know a policeman of the name of Gleadall ? Yes. 

9. Do you know the fact of his being discharged from the force? Yes. 
Do you know the charge upon which he was discharged? For being "disgustingly 

"intoxicated but not drunk," that I believe was the precise wording of the charge. 
Do you know any of the facts of thit charge yourself? I believe the man was dismissed, 

-and that he was sworn to be perfectly sober. 
Do you know that he was drunk ? No; he never was drunk, as far as it was stated to 

Inc. 
Do you know, of your own knowledge, whether he was drunk or sober? I was 

assured 
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I ask you, do you know, of your own knowledge, whether the man was drunk or The Rev. 
sober ? I know, of my own knowledge, that the man was sworn by the Inspector of Police J. Pendrill. 
to be sober. 

Did you hear the Inspector of Police sworn ? No. 30 Oct., 1867. 
106 Then, of your own knowledge, you do not know the fact ? I do know so far as this, that 
it was a statement made to in upon which I could rely—I was not a witness. 

Yo could not swear to the fact ? I could swear that it was told me as a fact, 
Did you ever know an instance of a person being punished in any way for demanding 

to see the regulations—of your own knowledge ? Well, I was told that man was punished 
for that. 

That fact is stated upon your own knowledge ? I do not think it is stated upon my 
own knowledge ; it is mentioned among the other matters for inquiry. 

You say, " A demand to see the the regulations, though an unpunishable offence, is a 
" matter to be punished indirectly as soon as an opportunity offers,"—of your own knowledge 
do you know that? It was stated to me by one of the police that Gleadall was punished on 
that ground. 

" The prisoners likewise complain that they are punished for violating rules and 
ef regulations without having the means of knowing what those regulations are "—Do you 
know that of your own knowledge? That statement has been made to me by the prisoners. 

Do you know of any Chinaman having been confined to a cell ? It was my custom 
when I went to the island to inquire what prisoners were in the cells, and on a certain day 
I was told there was one man there. I inquired who he was, and the reply was that he was a 
Chinaman. I then asked what he was there for and was told that this man 
118. This is not a case that comes within your own knowledge? No, of course, I had no 
means of cominuncating with the man; the man could not speak English. 

We must not have hearsay evidence? I am prepared to call evidence in support of 
what I state. 

Who is the person? If I give the name of the party will he be guaranteed the pro-
tection of the Court? (The Uhaii'inan stated tlictt would be a matter for the future con-
sideration of the Board.) 

You say," When prisoners are consigned to the cells the Superintendent refuses to allow 
" them to attend Divine Service on the Sabbath ?" Yes. 

Have you ever applied for any to be allowed to attend?, Yes. 
Will you mention any instance? At the time the " Claremont" was discharging, 

when there was some disturbance on the island, there were sixteen men in the cells; of these, 
I think, seven were members of the Church of England; on Sunday morning, when I went 
on the island, I sent a written requisition to the Superintendent to ask if the men could 
attend the service, and if not why not. The answer sent me was that the rquest was a very 
unusual one, but that he would ask the Colonial Secretary on the following day. When I 
went over the next Sunday the men were still in irons, and I was told they could not attend, 
for it would be breaking the period of their confinement. 

In the sixth matter referred, to in your letter you mention a case of "mortal sin"—do 
you know anything of that except by hearsay? It was a statement made by a prisoner that 
a case had occurred, which he could bring evidence to prove, and he said that he did not 
venture to mention it because if he did he should be confined to the cells. ,He said a case 
bad occurred previously where the person who had perpetrated the offence had not been 
punished, but the man upon whom it was perpetrated was punished. He said if I could give 
him protection he would mention the case. 

You say, in the seventh, " A 'c'tain party was accused, some time since, of appropri-
" ating the rations of the prisoners"—who is that party? I will tell the story as it was told 
to me. 

To whom do you allude as " a certain party ?" I should like to know what protection 
is guaranteed to the parties? 

I want to know the party to whom you allude? I will state that when you have 
settled the question of protection. 

Then you decline to answer the question ? Yes. (After some hesitation.) Well, I 
alluded to the Superintendent. I am prepared now to state the case. 

'What was the case? At the time of the disturbances connected with the 
11  Claremont" there was a prisoner put in irons as being a party to that transaction, 
and I saw him ; he was not kept there for the caine term as the other men, as he 
himself stated lie was put in unjustly, and he was released. When I saw him, I 
said, "I am surprised you should get yourself into fresh trouble, seeing your time for 
going out has nearly arrived" His answer was, "I was put in unjustly; I was put in 
because the Superintendent has a down upon me." I said, "what do you mean?" (Au'. 
Dillon objected to the witness repeating conversations affecting the Superintendent when .11fr. 
Oi'rnsky was not present.) 

Do you know any of the facts stated in that article of your own knowledge, or merely 
from hearsay from the prisoners? Of colirse I know them only by hearsay. 

By Captain Ward: Do you know whether the prisoner was confined by authority or 
without? The man was confined, but he was released upon evidence being given that he was 
not one of the parties; he was found not to be guilty of the offence for which he was confined. 

The case came before the Visiting Magistrate, and the Visiting Magistrate adjudicated 
upon it? Yes. The man was accused of being a ringleader of the mutiny, as it was called, 
upon the island, which took place with regard to the "Claremont." 

You say the whole case went before the Visiting Magistrate? Whether he was the • 
ringleader or not. 

Was that the only case that went before the Visiting Magistrate? Yes. 
Are you sure of that? No. 

* 17—Q 131. 
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The Rev. 131. You do not know that the whole case was not considered by the Visiting Magistrate 
J. Peudrill. and adjudicated upon? I have reason to believe it was. 

You do not know that? No further than that I was told, and I do not suppose the 
30 Oct., 1857. person told me an untruth. 

Then the statement is simply hearsay? It is a statement made to me as Chaplain of 
the island. 

By the C4ai,'man : Have you anything else to state upon the matters contained in 
that letter—I have pointed your attention to all that is specific, will you add anything as a 
a matter of fact, of your own knowledge? Of course there are many things which may be 
considered as matters of knowledge, as they are derived from ordinary means of information, 
but I cannot swear to things that took place when I was not on the island. All I say is, 
that they are cases that should be inquired into. I am prepared to call evidence in support 
of them, if I have the opportunity. It is to be ascertained from the examination of those 
witnesses whether I have stated the truth or not. I may add that our salaries were usually 
paid at the beginning of the month ; and, after I had left the island, I met Mr. Taylor, and 
said, "I would go to the island and receive my last month's salary, and that I wished to see 
" some persons on the island." I received a notice from the Superintendent that I could not 
be allowed to land without an order from the Visiting Magistrate; Iregarded this as an 
insult, because I knew the clergy had landed on the island without an order. Mr. Stephen 
and Mr. King when they went to perform my duty took no order, and at Darlinghurst no 
order is considered necessary for the admission of a clergyman. I understood an order was 
given to the police not to allow me to land. 

You wished to go to the island to receive your salary, and you were told you could not 
land without an order? Yes. There is another fact I would wish to state. A prisoner 
requested me to get him a German Dictionary, and he informed me he would pay for it out 
of his earnings. I inquired whether the man had earnings, or whether it was possible for 
him to have the sum properly in his keeping; I was told it was; and I bought the dic-
tionary, but when I went again to the island the man was in one of the cells, and I left the 
dietionary in the assistant Superiotendent's office, which I used as my room. I have been 
told that the book has been taken out of that office, and that it has been endeavoured to con-
coct a charge against me of selling books to the prisoners. 

Was the charge ever brought against you? No; but the book was taken out of the 
office 

How do you know that it was endeavoured to concoct a charge against you? I am 
informed that the book was taken possession of and carried up to the Superintendent's office. 

\Vhat further was done? Nothing further was done; I only mention it as one of those 
things intended to,  damage my character. 

All that was done was that the book was taken possession of? Yes; the book was taken 
possession of and never returned to me, but I understood that use had never been made of it. 

B, Captain Ward: I want to ask you about the case of Cockerell—you say you went 
to see his wife at the man's inst ance? Not at the man's instance ; I volunteered to see her. 

When you went to the island again you communicated to him? No, the man was in 
the cells, and I did not speak to him for a month or more; he always seemed to avoid me. 

You say a charge was brought against you by Mr. Ormsby—in what manner was it 
brought? He said, "I have got a charge against you from Captain M'Lerie of carrying 
messages from the prisoners to their friends." 
That is to say, he verbally charged you with this? Yes. 
Was the matter carried any further? No, it then and there rested. I was going to 

carry it forward, but I was told that not having any written evidence it was not well to do so. 
On your explanation Mr. Ormsby let the matter drop? Yes; nothing more was said 

about it. 
By the Chairman: You state in a portion of your letter in the Empire of October the 

2nd, that "the prisoners complain that their letters are read aloud in the office and made a 
" matter of joke, and that the contents of their letters to their friends are thus made known 
" to their fellow prisoners"—do you know any facts in support of that charge? Yes. One 
of the prisoners, named Beer, called on me one day, and said he wished to make a communi-
cation to a gentleman in Sydney, who was a friend of his family, and he wanted me to take 
it. I said, "If you have any communication to make, you write and send it through the 
Superintendent." He said, "No; it is of a kind that I cannot send through him." I 
replied, "If it is, a communication not proper to be sent through him, it cannot be proper for 
" me to take it." He said, "Well, Sir, I will tell you what it is. My family are Swiss, and I 
" have had a letter from my father, who is a very old man; he wishes me to assure him that 
" I am innocent of the charge, and says if I will do so he will be perfectly satisfied. I wish 
" to assure him of that, and to state what are my feelings." I said, "Write the letter." 
He replied, "I cannot; it will have to be passed, with the other letters, through the hands 
of the Superintendent." I told him that it would be like letters opened in the Dead 
Letter Office—a perfect secret, confined to the Superintendent. He said—" I some time 
' since wrote a letter to my sister, and although I have not been what I ought to have been, 
"I have been religiously brought up, and in my letter I quoted some psalms which had been 
a consolation to me in my imprisonment. The Superintendent met inc shortly after, 
" 'and said, 'What have you got to do with writing psalms' ?—naming the psalms—and 
" stating that the letter had been read in the office, and ridiculed by other prisoners as 'cant-
"'ing humbug.'" 

By Captain Ward: Do you know, as a matter of fact, that this letter was read in the 
office? I cannot know that, but I know that a letter had been written by that man to his 
sister. 

You do not know, of your own knowledge, that any letter was read in the office? No 
further than I knew from the information of others. 
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149. Could you name any person who would give evidence upon that—any free man? I beg The Rev. 

-to say that it has been stated that the writers of those letters have been conspirators, and J. Pendull. 
actuated by evil feelings towards Mr. Ormsby. Now, I beg to say that I am no conspirator, r—

and that I have no personal feeling whatever in the matter lean declare on my honor. (The 30 Oct., 1857. 

witness then wrote the following as the lest of persons he desired to call in support of his 

statement) 
"Mr. Dunning, Inspector of Pohee, respecting Gleadall's case, also respecting the 

use of the visiting boat when 11 was sent to Sydney with convict. 
Mr. Thomas, late Resident Engineer, can affirm that he has heard letters read 

" aloud in the office. 
Mr. Brown, Assistant Superintendent, can give information respecting the Chinaman 

" who was confined unjustly for refusing to work when the interpreter did not come. 
Dr. Beer stated about his letter being read, and his being reproved for quoting 

psalms. 
" Merewether made the statement respecting rations; that is, as far as his being 

unjustly confined for 'voting against the Government' on the question of appropriation. 
Assistant Superintendent may be asked what assistance I had in my duties. 
Inspector of Police, respecting the irregularity of the boat service." 

Gross-examined by M. Dillon: Is there any or.e single instance within your personal 
knowledge of misconduct on Mr. Ormsby's part to justify a complaint of any kind by you? 
Yes, certainly. I should not have made a complaint unless I had thought so. 

What instance is there which you intended, by the evidence given by you to-day, to 
shew as being within your own personal knowledge? I shall go into nothing that has 
already been gone into before the Board. 

If you will allow me I will repeat the question, which you do not appear to understand, 
and, with the permission of the Board, I will require an express answer from you.—What 
portion of your evidence to day do you intend to put forward as that on which you rely for 
any fact, within your personal knowledge, of fair ground of complaint against Mr. Ormsby? 
The refusal of the boat on the-7th February. 

And is that all? Oh no! I complained of the manner in which I was treated when 
I was required to go to the school to robe. I believe that was done as an express mark of 
disrespect. There was a case on the 15th of November. Another refusal of the boat on 
the 9th of November, when the boat left the island without taking me. 

With the leave of the Commissioners, I will put my question to you again, which at 
present you either do not understand, or, have not given a correct answer to, or, I have not 
known how to put properly. Give a plain answer to this question.—Is there any instance, 
except that on the 7th of February, in which you had personal knowledge of any impropriety 
on the part of Mr. Ormsby, which you intend to convey as matter of complaint in your 
evidence before the Commissioners to-day—any instance of your personal knowledge? Yes. 
I once made an entry in the Visitors' Book, respecting the removal of a tract—one of the 
tracts sent over by the Bishop of Sydney. That complaint was cut out of the Visitors' Book 
and the names were written over again, upon another page. 

Was that done by Mr. Ormsby? It was cut out and re-written. 
My question is a plain one—can you tell the Commissioners, or inform me of one single 

fact, one single incident that you can state as the cause of complaint for anything wrong done 
by Mr. Ormsby, in your evidence now given? I can state that the complaint I entered in 
the Visitors' Book was cut out of it. 

By ('aplain Ward: In that particular case, was that done with Mr. Ormeby's 
knowledge? I presume names are not cut out of the Visitors' Book without his knowledge. 

Was it done with Mr. Ormby's knowledge, that is what I understand Mr. Dillon to 
mean? If Mr. Dillon wants to go into any other thing, I am perfectly willing to do so. 

By the Chairman: You complain that a page was cut out of the Visitors' Book, by 
whom, and by whose orders you do know? No; you can refer to the Visitors' Book. 

By Mr. Dillon: Do you recollect, with regard to what you say was cut out of the 
Visitors' Book, whether the substance of it was not calculated to lead to some controversy 
between you and the Roman Catholic Clergyman? That is not the question at issue. 

By Captain Ward: You can answer that? I do not know that it was. 
By the Chairman: What was the remark made? It was simply to the effect that lie 

had stepped out of his own department when he had taken the tract out of the hospital. 
A tract you had put there? No; my predecessor. 
That was the remark in the book? Yes; and I requested him to attend to his own 

affairs ; that was cut out of the book. 
By whom you do not know? No. 
By Mr. Dillon: Are you the writer of a letter published in the Empire of the 5th of 

October, signed "Another Witness?" No. 
Do you know who is? No. I did not know the writer of any letter at the time; I 

have heard since. 
Do you know the writer of the letter in the Empire of the 6th October, signed 

"A Third Witness?" No; all I know I confess to. 
You spoke of the case of Cockereil? Yes. 
Were you not aware that it was contrary to the regulations for messages to be taken to 

the prisoners' friends? No; I never heard of any regulations on the island. 
Did you not know that it is against the regulations to carry messages from Cockatoo? 

No, I do not, and I carried no message from Cockatoo. 
Did Mr. Ormsby ever personally refuse you a boat? I personally requested him that 

the boat might remain for me on the 9th of October, and it was not attended to. 
By Captain Ward: What was his reply? That it should; it did not, and no apology 

was made. 
APPENDIX 
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The Rev. APPENDIX A. 
J. Pendrill.  Sydney, 19 February, 1 8b7. 

To the Honorable the Colonial Secretary,  

30 Oct., 1857. Sir, 
By a communication from you of 24th December (No. 56-9180,) enclosing a letter from,  

the Visiting Magistrate of Cockatoo Island, on the subject of the visiting boat, and other matters con-
nected therewith, I was led to hope that I should receive from the Superintendent of that estab-
lishment, in his future arrangements of the boat service, that courtesy and respect which I feel assured 
(as your letter indeed states) it is the desire of the Government should be shewn to Ministers of Religion 
by the officers of the establishments which they visit. I mu sorry to be obigcd to complain that the 
intimation to this effect, given to the Superintendent of Cockatoo Island, has been as yet without result. 
Notwithstanding the disavowal of intentional discourtesy, expressed by him, through Mr. North's report, 
he persists in refusing to me the boat specially provided for the use of the establishment. As this 
refusal involves a prominent principle of Mr. Orinsly's administrations, namely a constant disposition 
to make his arbitrary will and pleasure the only recognised law on Cockatoo Island, I am not prepared to 
pass it over without remark. 

The subject of complaint may seem a small matter, but it isjust one of those small matters which 
illustrate the petty and overbearing spirit in which the Superintendent disch rges his duties on Cockatoo; 
and by the abuse of the unlimited authority, which he has either received in trust or else usurped, 
creates a feeling of general dissatisfaction throughout the whole island. 

In a penal establishment, where the law vindicates its claim by inflicting its severest penalty, 
the general administration, even in its minutest details, ought to be conducted in most entire sub-
naission to law on the part of its officers, or, in other words, on fixed and definite principles. Even 
prisoners have certain rights, and when these rilits, small thoi gIl they be, are respected, when no petty 
and extra-judicial inflictions are added to theirjust judicial sentence, it is felt that justice reigns supreme, 
and the criminal feels that whatever he suflèrs be suffers justly. 

But if an administrator, whose office it is to exact from others the penalties of violated law, 
himself continually violates the principle of law in little things, because his position enables him to do 
it with impunity, he degrades justice, and leads the criminal to complain that her ways are not equal,—
general dissatisfaction will be the result, and this dissatisfaction will not be the less deep and sincere 
because a pressure is applied to prevent complaint and redress. 

It is for reasons of this kind that the present administration at Cockatoo is obnoxious to every 
one on the island, whether bond or free, except the special objects of a capricious favoritism. 

I am, therefore, induced to enter a protest against the Superintendent's proceedings in respect to 
myself, as this merely fornis part of an arbitrary and vexatious system, which presses severely on many 
whose dependent position on his absolute sway prevents their ofibring any complaint. 

I conceive that I am entitled to require, not merely such conveyance to and from Cockatoo Island 
as the Superintendent in his caprice may think fit to offer, but such proper and suitable conveyance as 
the Government arrangements enable him to provide. I believe that the Chaplain at Cockatoo formerly 
received an allowance for boat hire. It was thought desirable to withdraw this allowance, and in lieu 
of it a suitable and well appointed boat was appointed for the general use of the officers of the establish-
ment. 

At present, about £400 (beside rations) of the suin voted by Parliament on account of the Police 
Estimates of Cockatoo Island are set apart for the maintenance of this boat and crew. The crew are 
indeed rated as police, but they do no police duty; their only duties are the boat service. In thus 
furnishing the means for providing an effective crew and good boat, it is obviously the intention of 
Parliament that the officers of Cockatoo Island should be served in this repeet in such a manner as 
becomes a well ordered Government establishment. A good boat is provided that there may be no 
excuse for a negligent and slovenly performance of the service. 

1 consider that the Superintendent is in no way justified in contravening this arrangement of his 
mere caprice; he is not justified in substituting an inferior boat; still less is he justified for so doing, 
that the proper one may be reserved for the special service of himself and friends in their parties of 
pleasure or visits to Sydney, to the hinderance and detriment of the public service. 

On February 7th, I was informed that the visiting boat was being painted, and that the coxswain 
was at work on her, and that for this reason lie would not accompany the boat sent for me to Sydney. 
I was on that day sent back to Sydney in the small boat without the full crew; the Chaplain of the 
Church of Rome returned in same boat, and there were sent with us a convict, in double irons, and the 
sergeant of police; it blew a stormy breeze, and the boat was so deep in the water that one of the crew 
complained that he could not work his oars. Mr. Ormsby had given orders that the said convict should 
be placed in the bow of the boat, but as the sea was so rough that it sent the spray over the boat, and 
he had no provision against the wet beyond his prison dress, we did not feel justified in permitting the 
Superintendent's most inconsiderate order to be obeyed. 

The crowded state of the boat and the roughness of the wind and tide made the passage most 
uncomfortable. 

The proper boat (said to be painting) was, in fact, sent up to Lane Cove, or some other place, with 
a party of pleasure from the Superintendent's a short time before we left the island. 

On Sunday last, November 15th, the small boat having been sent for me to Sydney, I refused to 
return in it, and desired the coxswain to have the proper boat ready after service, but Mr. Ormsby 
pasitivelq refused to let me have it, and I, in consequence, returned to Sydney through the bush. 

Whether the boat was again required for a party of pleasure, or whether the refusal was purely 
a matter of caprice and intentional discourtesy, I cannot pretend to say. 

I must, moreover, remark, that the small boat is so short, and lies so low in the water, that it is 
much heavier to pull than the proper boat, and the use of it unnecessarily imposes on the crew double 
labor, and, from the same causes, when the weather is rough, as is frequently the ease, it dips so much 
into the sea as to inflict on crew and passengers an uncomfortable amount of salt water. 

I consider that the Superintendent is guilty of a gross dereliction of his duty when he thus 
abuses his control of the boat service, not only by hindering its efficiency, but by raising up obstacles 
in the way of those who are entitled to it. This system is, doubtless, much to his own personal 
advantage and convenience. By making the use of the boat as uncomfortable and as disagreeable in 
every way as possible, he prevents others from using it, and thus secures a more exclusive command of 
boat and crew than ever for himself and friend'; yet, at the same time, it must be admitted that the 
system is little creditable to the establishment in which it exists with impunity. 

This, however, is but one small item of that general system of arbitrary misrule and abuse of 
power which prevails at the establishment at Cockatoo Island. 

I am persuaded that the Government is not aware of the extent to which this power is made to 
bear oppressively, and, I fear, unjustly in the lesser d,tails of internal administration; nor indeed can 
the Government be aware until a full inquiry into these matters be instituted; and, by inquiry, I do 
not mean an inquiry with closed doors, conducted by the Superintendent, with power to conceal facts, 
suppress evidence, and intimidate subordinates fearful of losing their situations, but an open and 
impartial inquiry, with a single desire to ascertain the truth and place the establishment on such 
footing that none may have cause to complain of its unjust, impartial, and capricious administration. 

I have, &c., 
JOHN PENDRILI, 

Church of England Chaplain of Cockatoo. 

APPENDIX 



307 

APPENDIX TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 65 

APPENDIX B. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Reverend Sir, 
Sydney, 2 Ith December, 1856. 

With reference to my letter of the 23d instant, I am now directed to transmit 
to you the copy of a Report, received from the Visiting Magistrate of Cockatoo Island, on the subject 
of your representation of inattention and want of courtesy from the Superintendent of that Establish-
ment, and to express the hope of the Colonial Secretary that the arrangement which you will observe 
Mr. North is prepared to make, for providing you with a boat to visit the island, will prevent any 
further cause of complaint. 

The Rev. 
J. Pendrill. 

30 Oct., 1857. 

The Reverend John Pendrill, 
Sydney. 

I have, &c., 
W. ELYARD. 

APPENDIX C. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Reverend Sir, 
Sydney, 23rd December, 1856. 

I am directed to inform you that your letter of the 18th instant has been referred 
to the Visiting Magistrate of Cockatoo Island (Mr. North) for the purpose of inquiring into and report-
ing on the arrangements for furnishing a boat for the use of the clergyman visiting that eatablishment. 

2. I tins desired to add that, in consequence of your former letter, a reference was made through 
the Visiting Magistrate to the Superintendent, who stated that he always felt pleasure in meeting, as 
far as possible, the wishes of official visitors; and it did not appear that any disrespect was intended. 
A communication to this effect was intended to have been written to you at an earlier date, accompanied 
by a statement of the days and hours at which boats from the island are available for such visitors; 
but the Visiting Magistrate has again been referred to, and a further letter will be addressed to you on 
the receipt of his report. It is, of course, the desire of the Government that every respect should be 
shown to Ministers of Religion by the officers of the establishments they visit; and this has been already 
intimated to the Superintendent of Cockatoo Island. 

The Reverend John Pendrill. 
I have, &c., 

W. ELYARD. 

APPENDIX D. 

tffice of the Visit lay .Ifeyist rate of Cockatoo Island, 
29th Jansary, 1857. 

In compliance with your letter of the 24th instant, a boat will attend at the King_ 
street Wharf, for the purpose of conveying you to Cockatoo Island, every Saturday and Sunday, at 2 
o'clock, p.m.; but I could have wished you had named any other day instead of Saturday, as the boat-
men have always had that day allowed them for cleaning themselves and boats. I have no doubt 
that every respect will be paid to you in the performance of your duties, and I trust you will not find 
me unwilling to enforce it whenever any instance is brought under my notice. 

As I am not aware to what your last paragraph alludes, it is impossible for me to reply to it. 
I have, &c., 

S. NORTH, 
W. P.M. 

George West, M. D., was called in and further examined, as follows 

By the Chairman: Do you remember a man named Daniel Dunnsore having been a G. West, M.D. 
patient in the hospital in March, 1856? I could not recollect it unless I could refer to the 
books. 

30 Oct., 1857. A young man who died of pleuritis ? I think I begin to recollect something about it 
A communication has been made to us to this effect :-" A young man named Daniel 

" Dunmore was attacked with pleuritis, and complained to the dispenser, asking to be taken 
" into the hospital; the dispenser refused him admittance and sent him to the exernpt 
ground_a damp bank—where he was exposed to rain, and his disease was doubtless much 
aggravated by this treatment. He became so much worse the next day that he was 
literally carried from his ward to the hospital, and in three days died" ? I have some 
recollection of it, but not so particularly that I could give the evidence respecting it I could 
wish; I have this recollection, that the dispenser told me he got a great deal better of it, 
and, at his own request, left the hospital. 
You could not, at this moment, give the particulars? No. 
By Captain Ward: Who was the dispenser at that time? The same person. I have a 

perfect recollection that he told me he was a great deal better for the treatment he had had, 
and that he had left at his own request. 

Do you remember the case of an old man named Murphy—the statement we have received 
is that "an old man named Murphy also died from neglect not very long ago. The register 
in the hospital was altered to suit the story trumped up to meet the emergency, and a 

" different treatment of Dunmore inserted" ? This is the first time I ever heard of this 

Mr. James H. Thomas was again called in, and further examined, as follows 

[The evidence given by Mr. Thomas on the 23rd instant was read.] 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dillon: You spoke awhile ago of your having made a complaint Mr. J. fl. 
of some prisoners threatening you? Yes. 

The,  ,a. 
And I believe you, on that occasion, returned them to the penal department? I do not 

recollect. 
30 Oct., t87. They refused to work after hours? No; that was not the case. 

Do you recollect the Visiting Magistrate requiring you to bring this case before him? 
No; that is not the case; that has been settled before. 

* 17—il 5. 

Sir, 
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j. . 5. You spoke awhfle ago of Spencer working for Mr. Ormsby-do you not know, is it not 
Thomas. within your own personal knowledge, that what he did was by order of the Resident Engi-
,-...-&.---., neer-in fact by your own orders and directions? No. 
0 Oct., 1857. 0. You state that? I state that. 

7. By Ciptain Wbid: Are you aware what Spencer did upon that occasion? No; I never 
could be aware what Spencer did, as I had not access to Mr. Ormsby's premises. 
S. How long ago was that? There were several occasions. 
Was that ease of Spencer brought before the Goveinment? There have been one or two 

cases; I do not know whether that is the particular case. 
By Mr. D?i!on: I-Tow long have you been on the island? Nearly four years. I have 

stated that. 
You speak. to your own knowledge, of Mr. Ormsby or of his family having used this 

boat twenty or thirty times during that ? Yes, more. 
Are you aware that he has an authority to use that boat one day in the week ? I have 

no knowledge. I do not know what the orders are. I know nothing of that; I have no 
means of knowing. I only state that he has used it; whether he has orders I have not the 

means of kn3wing. 
You spoke of Mr. Ormsby having allowed his friends to land on the island without an 

order, is that within your personal knowledge? I only know from two gentlemen who have 
told me so-Mr. Spain and Mr. Macdonald ; they told me that they were allowed to land 
without an order when they weut to see Mr. Ormsby. 
You do not know, as a fact, that they had no order? No, because Mr. Ormsby might 

say he had an order. When they came to see me they were not allowed to land, for I was 

on the wharf at the time. 
By Uoptain Waid: I-low long was this ago when Mr. Spain and Mr. Macdonald came to 

the island? About six or eight months ago; but Mr. Dunning will be able to say. 
By Mr. Dillon : Then, in point of fact, you do not know whether Mr. Orinshy had an 

order. Is it not a common occurrence for Mr. Ormsby to have authority for persons to land 
before they come to the island-do you not know that? No; how is it possible for me to 

know? 
11. You profess to know one way, and, as you know what has been the case with respect to 
yourself, you may know something in the other direction? I have never seen the orders. 
Have you not had orders for your friends to land before they have come to the island? 

Yes. 
Then the same thing may have happened in Mr. Ormsby's case? Yes, that may be. I 

am only giving you the names of persons who have told me it was not so. 
Are you and Mr. Ormsby on good terms? No; we never have been from the day I 

landed. 
In your evidence you state that it is in your power to give evidence to his prejudice. 

On this occasion you profess to do so from a sense of duty to the public? I have no interest 
in the matter; I am out of it now. 
Then you come forward from a sense of public duty, and not from any personal ill- 

feeling? From a sense of public duty. I give the names of persons, and in my letter I 
state certain matters as things to be inquired into. 
You are guided altogether by a sense of public duty, without any personal ill-feeling? 

There has never been any private quarrel between us; our disagreements have been over 
mñatters of public duty. There has never been any chance of personal quarrel. 
Did you ever on any occasion send a very offensive message by any police officer on the 

island? I do not see that that has anything to do with this. What does that refer to in 
the evidence ?-I decline to answer that. 
5. Do you ever recollect sending any message by one or more of the policemen on any 
occasion, to this effect, or in these words-really the words are so offensive that I do not like 
to repeat them to this Board, and wish to be quite certain as to the precise words-that 
"the police would kiss Mr. Ormsby's arse," but that Mr. Ormsby might "kiss your arse, 
"and they might tell him so"? No. 
Do you swear that? I swear it; I swear that was not the expression. 
Or to that effect? That is another thing. 
What was it you said? I said Mr. Ormsby might kiss my backside, in reference to some 

impertinent allusion made to me in reference to Mr. Ormsby. If that may be allowed I will 
bring other things to show that the same tiling has been expressed with reference to me. I 
can instance a number of cases where 1 have met with insult and annoyance. I will go into 
them if you wish, but I should like my legal adviser to be present. 
[The Ohainan said the p' sence of JJ,. Ihouas' tegal adviser was not necessaly, 

as he did 

not .taod in the j,os,tion of one accused.] 
Did you ever, in the presence of the prisoners on the island, or to any of the prisoners, 

use an expression to this effect, on one or repeated occasions, "Damn Mr. Ormsby" ? No, 

never to a prisoner. 
Or within the hearing of a prisoner on the island ? No-at least I will not swear that I 

may not have said it within the hearing-I never said it to a prisoner. But I do not see that 

I am here to answer these questions. 
You speak of noises on the island on the Sabbath-day-did you ever make a complaint on 

that subject? It was not my duty. 
Did you, or did you not? No, I did not. 
Are you aware whether any of these singiugs you speak of did or did not proceed from 

the military guard? Yes, I am quite sure of it; I am quite positive of it, as I have been 
walking round the prison and could distinguish. 

What I ask plainly is this-will you undertake to say that on none of these occasions, 
when you heard these noises you speak of, they proceeded from the military guard, from the 

ncn in their barracks? Yes, I will. 
35. 
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You speak of a cedar plank having been taken, and you say also very positively that Mr. Mr. J. ; 
Ormsby was on the island on that day? I did not speak so very positively. Thothas. 

Now will you undertake to say whether he was or was not present? To the best of my 
belief he was. 30 Oct,. 1851. 

You will not be certain ? I would not take an oath that he was. 
Was it a cedar plank or two boards? A cedar plsnk. 
Do you recollect whether there was not an inquiry by the Visiting Magistrate as to the 

fact that it was put there, or as to the supposition that it was put there in Mr. Orinsby's 
absence—do you remember an inquiry upon that point? That might have been, but I never 
knew of it. 

Do you know Mr. Cahil? Yes. 
Do you think him a person worthy of belief—that his evidence is worthy of belief?_ 

Yes, I think so; I have no reason to doubt him. 
With respect to the opening and reading letters, it was only on a single occasion you 

were present at an occurrence of that kind ? No; I was there on two or three occasions. 
Has the result been the same on all those occasions—that is, that Mr. Ormsby has 

ridiculed them? Yes, that I am ready to swear to. 
Doyou recollect the passages in the letters? No, but the substance; they were made 

matter of ridicule. 
You do not state, as a matter of certainty, who was in the office besides Mr. Ormsby and 

the clerk ? No, there might have been the two prisoner clerks there; I was standing in 
such a way that it was impossible to tell. 

It was in reference to what was written in the letters that Mr. Ormsby smiled? Yes. 
You never knew, of your own knowledge, of his keeping back any letters, or of his 

invading the privilege of the pribners to write to whom they pleased? Not of my own 
knowledge, but I have heard of cases. 
1 suppose you are aware that no letters should go from the island without being examined 

by Mr. Ormsby? I do not know that is the regulation I have heard that it is. 
By Captain Ward: Is it not down in the regulations? I do not know. 
the Chairman : Have you anything you would desire to add to the statement you 

have already given? At the time I was examined I imagined that it would be to state 
generally as t the state of the island. For the first two years that I was upon the island I 
kept two diaries, in which a number of entries were made; and if I were allowed to go to 
the island and refer to the books in the Engineers Department, I could refer to dates on which 
I was subject to the system of annoyance and opposition which prevailed. 

By Captain Ward: Do you mean previous to the former inquiry? Yes, and I think 
cases have occurred since. 
All these have been brought under the notice of your superior officer, Captain Mann? 

Yes, in every case. 
And Mr. Mann has dealt with them? No. 

4. They have been under his supervision? Yes; when I had reported to him I had done 
my duty. 

WEDNESDAY, 4 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

)rtøtnt :— 
SIR W. W. BURTON, KNT., IN THE CHAIR. 

E. C. MEREWETHER, ESQ, I CAPT. E W. WARD. 

Mr. Ormsby. 
Mr. Dillon, Solicitor for Mr. Ormsby. 

[A letter was 'read from Mi'. Dillon.— Vide Appendix. Time Board deliberated, and resolved 
that the repiests contained in the letter could not be complied with.] 

The Chairman to Mr. Dilin: We have had a letter handed to us by you, containing several 
requests. First,—that you should have a list of the charges against Mr. Ormsby. With 
respect to that I must tell you, by desire of the Board, that you are already in possession of 
as much as they, as these charges, whatever they may be that affect him, are in the different 
papers that have been published. With reference to the second,—that the Board will allow 
Mr. Taylor to be present to assist you in the arrangement of your papers,—they can do no 
such thing. Thinking that in the course of this inquiry into the general management of 
the island the evidence of some witnesses might affect Mr. Ormsby, it was considered just to 
him to allow him to be present, and, in consequence of his apparent infirmity, you were 
admitted to assist him, but the Board can yield no further. 

Mr. Joseph Francis Peers, was called in and examined as follows :- 

By the Chairman: You are time dispenser upon Cockatoo Island? I am, Mr. J.F.Peers. 
How long have you been there? Nearly two years. 
Are you a regularly educated medical practitioner? Yes. 

4 Nov., 1857'. 
Have you been a surgeon in the Navy? I have been an assistant surgeon, not full surgeon. 
. During the time you have been on the island you have, of course, made yourself acquainted 
with the state of penal discipline there? Yes, to a certain extent. 
6. Do you remember the case of two prisoners who concealed themselves for a tune upon the 
island? I do. 

7. 
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Mr. S.F.Peers. 7. How long were they absent from their duty? I think not more than twenty-four hours, 
as near as 1 can recollect; I am not certain on that point. 

4 Nov., 1857. 8. Was either of them brought to the hospital after being recovered? Yes-the boy Roberts. 
What age was this boy as you call him? He was a lad, I should think between sixteen 

and seventeen-quite a boy. 
Was be long in the hospital? Off and on for some time. 
How many weeks or days? Exactly, I could not answer; but about a month or two at 

least, I should think. 
Did you ever see the other prisoner who absconded with him? Yes. 
Do you know his name? Clarke. 
What aged person was he? A young man, I should think about twenty-seven or twenty- 

eight, as far as I could judge from his appearance. 
Have you seen this paper, the Empire of October 5th, in which there is a letter signed 

" Another Witness?" Yes. 
Will you look at No. 1,-you observe that it is stated that two prisoners concealed them- 

selves for forty-eight hours on the island, as it was supposed, for the purpose of committing a 
nameless offence; do you know of any reasjn for supposing that they concealed themselves 

for that purpose? No, indeed I do not. 
Were you present at any inquiry upon the case of those two persons? No. 
One was a boy of tender years, sixteen or seventeen? He might have been more, but he 

could have been but very little more. 
Can you give the Board any information respecting that case? No. 
What punishment was inflicted? I do not know. 
Whether there was any or not you do not know? I do not. 
With respect to the Superintendent, I would ask you, "Did the Superintendent upon a 

" recent occasion call the dispenser, in the presence of the Visiting Surgeon, the clerk to 

11  the dry dock, and several prisoners, a name unfit to repeat, and make use of other foul 
CC expressions to him, for having reported something to the superior cfficer." I presume you 
are the person alluded to as "the dispenser" ? I suppose so. 
Has there been any correspondence between you, Mr. West, and Mr. Ormsby on that 

subject? There was some correspondence. 
Was there any occasion upon which such a name was used to you, and what was it? 

There were some words between me and Mr. Ormsby. I cannot give a direct answer, as I am 

not asked what it was. 
Was there an occasion on which a name was applied to you "unfit to repeat" ? Yes. 
State what that was, and who were present? If you will ask me any question about it, 

I will answer it 
My question was a very full one; did the Superintendent upon a recent occasion, call 

you in the presence of the Visiting Surgeon, the clerk to the dry dock, and several 
prisoners, a name unfit to repeat? Yes 
What was that name? Do you wish me to go into that. 
I ask you a simple question-what name did he call you? lie called me a pimp. 
What other foul words did he use? He said I was a damned liar, and in fact the three 

successive words were, that 1 was a damned liar, a vagabond, and a scoundrel. 
Where was that-at your dispensary, or in his office? Close to his office. 
In the street, or rather in the open space by his office? Yes. 
Who was present on that occasion? Dr. West. 
Was Mr. Duff present? I believe Mr. Duff was present. 
Any other persons? There are always persons round there-prisoners. 

36 Do you know the cause of your having such epithets applied to you? I had never given 

any cause. 
Did Mr. Ormsby say there was any cause? Yes, there was a misunderstanding between 

Mr. Ormsby and myself, as regards Dr. West. The day previous for Dr. West's visit he did 
not come, and Mr. Ormsby expected him, I believe. Mr. Ormsby told me that he was 
disappointed that the doctor did not come, and I fully understood from Mr Ormsby, from 
his manner, and I still believe, that he wished inc to inform Dr. West that he was annoyed 
that he had not come. I, fully understanding Mr. Ormsby to that effect, told Dr. West. 
Dr. West was very vexed about it, and went to Mr. Ormsby and said, "What you have to 
"say I wish you would say to myself, and not to my dispenser ?" Mr. Ormsby asked what I 
had said, and I replied that I had told Mr. West what lie had said to me about his not 
coming, as I believed he intended me to do. Mr. Ormsby got in a passion, and applied this 

language. 
He applied these epithets to you? Yes. 
Look at that correspondence (h a cling witness Appendix B to .3Ir. Fences' evidence) 

and see if that is the correspondence which passed between you and Mr. Ormsby with 
reference to that matter ? That is correct. 
Do you wish to add anything upon that particular point? No. 

This is the Empire of the 2nd October (handing the poper to the witness)-" A 
certain 

"party was accused some time since of appropriating the rations of the prisoners." Who is 
the party alluded to in that letter-do you know? No I cannot say that I do. 
Do you know the circumstance there alluded to? There was a circumstance occurred 

some time ago about the rations. 
Can you tell us with particularity what the circumstance was? I can tell you as far 

as this, that some rations were supposed to be taken to the Superintendent's; but I was 
present at some investigation which appeared to fall to the ground; it was some refuse 

rations. 
That'is a little too incoherent to be taken down. When did this circumstance occur- 

tell us only what you know yourself? If it is to speak positive, I cannot. 
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Were you ever made aware of such a circumstance-did you ever know a charge to be Mr. 3.F.Peers. 
made against Mr. Ormsby of having appropriated a part of the rations of the prisoners? 
There was such a charge, but I cannot tell the date. I Nov., 1857. 
Who made the charge? A number of the. prisoners. 
What was the charge? Of appropriating the rations of the prisoners. 
To what amount? I do not know. 
Was there an inquiry made? Yes. 
By whom? By the Visiting Magistrate. 
Were you present? I think I must have been-I am not sure. 
What was the result? The result I believe was, so far as I saw, that it was satisfactorily 

explained there was no appropriation. 
What did the Visiting Magistrate do with the case? He cautioned the men against 

taking matters. of this kind into their hands without being properly prepared to go on with 
the charge, and to substantiate any charge they might bring. 
What did he do with the charge itself? I think it was dismissed. 
By Captain Ward: You are quite sure it was examined into before the Visiting 

Magistrate? Yes. 
By the Ohairman: Will you look at the Empire of the 26th September, to a letter 

signed "N. B.," and tell the Board if you know the writer of that? (The witness referred to 
the pope;.) I have seen this letter before. 

Who is the writer of it? I do not know. 
Are you the writer? No. 
Did you see it before it was published? No. 
Do you know the writer? No. 
Do you know the circumstance referred to? After seeing this I knew to what it 

alluded. One Sunday afternoon there were two old fellows in the yard playing, or 
skylarking, as we say at sea, and there was some fun or other, and there was a general roar 
of laughter-that was all. 
Was that of long continuance? Not very long-not longer than a minute or two. 
You reside upon the island? Yes. 
Are you generally there upon the Lord's Day? Sometimes, except in the morning. 
What was the observance of the Lord's Day; was it generally decently and properly 

observed? Yes. 
Were you ever disturbed by frightful yelling and hallooing? I never was. 
At a late hour at night did you hear singing and choruses? I was never disturbed; I 

have heard the men singing little ditties in the ward, but nothing to call indecent noise or 
confusion. 
Then, whoever wrote the letter signed "N. B.," the facts stated are not true? Inasmuch 

as I have stated they are true-I heard this laughing. 
Aud that was all? That was all. 
Have you ever known upon any occasion a man to be taken into  the hospital. who . has 

been reported by the doctor to be fit for work? No. 
That is with reference to the fifth charge in the letter of the 5th October? No. 
Do you remember a carpenter named Spencer being taken from the hospital for any 

purpose? No, I do not remember his being taken from the hospital for any purpose what-
ever. 
Do you remember a carpenter of the.name of Spencer being taken from the hospital by 

the Superintendent to work at his own quarters? I had a man in the hospital of the name 
of Spencer, and the only thing I know about that is, that as I was coming back to the 
hospital-he was a patient in the hospital at the time-I found him just coming in. He 
had been out, but where he had been I could not say. 
Did he say where he had been? Yes. 
What did he say? He told me he had been up to the office. 
Merely up to the office ? Merely; that is all. 

71. Will you now tell us what you know of the case of the young man Daniel Dunmore? Yes. 
Did he die in the hospital ? Yes. 
What was his disease ? Consumption, or disease of the lungs rather-pleurisy. 
Was he admitted into the hospital in the first instance ? No, he was exempted from 

work at first; he was put into the exempt list. 
What were the symptoms of his disease? At first it was merely an inflammatory cough. 

At this time there were a great many men sick with influenza, and there were, therefore, a 
great number of cases of the same kind. 
What you do with him? I treated him for inflammatory cough. 
How did you treat him ? He had the usual treatment; I have it here-I could not say 

extempore. 
Have you the treatment here ? Yes. 
Let me see it ? (The witness produced the day book.) This is my certificate that he 

is exempted by the authorities on the island. 
V.There  does he appear in the book ? (The witness referred to the book, and pointed out 

the several entries relating to Dunmore. "Daniel Dunmore presented himself at the hospital 
"on the 25th of March, for a pain in the chest.") We gave him lobelia and mther. 
At what time in the day was that? About nine in the morning. 
Was his breathing oppressed? Yes; he had the general symptoms of influenza at 

that time. 
You felt his pulse? Yes; .1 fully examined him. 
And exempted him from duty, not considering his case worthy of more attention at the 

time ? Yes. 
And sent him to the exempt ground? And sent him to the exempt ground. 

* 17-S 92. 
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idr.J.P.Peers. 92. What kind of weather was it at that time? Something like it is now-sometimes hot 
and sometimes cold. 

4 Nov., 1857: 93. When did you see him again? He came three times a-day to take his medicine. 
When did he come again? The next day. I gave him cough mixture-camphorated 

opium, ipecacuanha, and am moniacuni. 
This is your own prescription (rej'ri inq to the book) ? Yes. 
When did the Visiting Surgeon see him? I cannot say. 
The next time you saw him laboring under the same symptoms, and gave him the 

same treatment as before; on the 27th he came again? Yes. 
Then he was not in the hospital? Yes; I took him in to watch the case. I took him 

in during the day, but discharged him at night. 
You gave him cough mixture on the 27th? Yes, and I sent him back from the hospital 

to the exempt ground. Then I think Dr. West must have seen him, for I see "digitalis" 
is added. 

By Captain Wzrd: Where are the prescriptions taken from that I see tacked on here 
@eferring t(q certain slips of pasier pinned to the pages f the book)? They are taken from 

another book. 
By whom are they written? By myself. 
Bythe Chairman: On the third day he went again to the exempt ground? Yes. 
And on the fourth day? He was admitted into the hospital. Now his name ceases in 

this book. His treatment ceases in the day-book, aud is entered in the hospital-book. The 

witness produced the hospital book.) 
He was taken into the hospital on the 28th ? Yes. That is Dr. West's prescription. 
On that day you say the Visiting Surgeon saw him? I suppose so; I believe this 

prescription is Dr. WTCSt'5 
Where does he appear again? On the 29th he is still under treatment, and a blister 

is added. 
On the 30th he is still in the hospital? Yes: ammonia acetate-that prescription is 

Dr. West's. 
On the 31st? He was still under treatment. 
On the 1st April ? He died on the 1st. 
At what time of the day? I must refer to my private journal for that. (The witness 

referred to his journal.) I bring this forward voluntarily; it is my own journal. 
This is only from the time of his coming into the hospital? Yes. 
I think you told us that the prescription on the 28th was Dr. WTest's? I am not 

positive. I have not the visiting book here. 
By Captain Ward: I see in this book that you mark down Thomas Edgar to see Dr. 

West, but there is no such mark against Dunmore's name at all. 'What record is there that 
he saw Dr. West? For instance-sometimes a man comes to me and says he has symptoms 
of a certain disease, and that he should like to see Dr. West when he comes, and I put down 
his name; that is the cause of that man's name being written down in that book. 

By the Chairman : When did Dr. West certainly see him ? He saw him several times, 
but I could not positively say. 

You say he came into the hospital on the 28th of March, and died on the 1st of April; 
how often did Dr. West see him from the 28th of March to the 1st of April? I should 
think two or three times at the very least, even if he attended him only on his ordinary 
visiting days. 

He gave a new prescription for him? Yes. 
By Captain Ward: I suppose Dr. West will be able to tell us himself? Yes. 
BY the Chairman: Was a post mortem examination made? Yes. 
Who conducted that examination? Myself. 

120: Alone? Yes. 
121. Was any inquest held upon him? No. 
122 When was he buried? I think on the same day, or the day after. 

By whose order was he buried? By the Visiting Magistrate's. 
I observe that this book (the private journal) has been sealed up in the previous pages-

is there any entry in the former part of this book sealed up concerning Daniel Dunmore? 
None whatever. 

And there is none in any other part? None whatever, only in this particular part. 
1 must now ask you for that extract from your private journal to annex to the pro-

ceedings? Certainly. I have brought that book to refute the charges as they aftect me. 
(Vide Appendix.) 

I must now ask you respecting the case of William Murphy (The witness produced 

the hospital book.) William Murphy was an old man? Yes, he was of great age, I believe 
above eighty. 

\Vlien was he admitted to the hospital? At half past ten on the night of the 3rd of 
December. 

What was his complaint? Asthma. 
How long did he continue in the hospital ? I think a very short time. (The witness 

r'ferred to the book.) He died at 2 P.M. on the 7th December. 
Was he seen by the Visiting Surgeon? Yes. 
You think this man was of the age of eighty ? He was very old, so much so that I 

woiildnot allow him to go down the steps. 
What kind of asthma did he labor under-spasmodic asthma? Yes. 
And he was treated both by you and Dr. West? Yes. 

135 When was this treatment inserted (referring to an entif in time book)? .First by 

myself, and then apparently Dr. West must have seen him,  for there was not room to insert, 

t4 it is crowded in. 
136. 
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When was this entry made by Dr. West? On the very day upon which it is dated. 
That you are sure of? Yes, I will pledge you my word. 
By Dr. West? By both. 4 Nov., t8. 
Was there any peat saw/em examination of that man? No, because we knew exactly 

what be died of. 
He died of spasmodic asthma, and was a very old man? Yes. 
Was there any Coroner's inquest heid upon him? No. 
Had you any other death on the island during your time? None. 
Was there the death of a man who fell or who was thrown into the dock? That was 

not in my time. 
You do not know of any other death in the hospital during your time? Yes)  from 

chronic diseases. 
How many deaths occurred in the hospital during your time? Five, in the two years 

1 have been there. 
Have there been any Coroner's inquests held upon them ? No, because all the diseases 

could be accounted for. 
Whose handwriting is this (refez.rinq to the entry of Dunmove's death)? That is my 

handwriting; it is all my own, and was done on the same day. 
148 There appears to have been a dash in the line originally, afterwards written over? It 
is very likely that in the morning, when I make up my hooks, I made those dashes across 
the line, and that the man died in a later part of the day, and I then wrote over the dashes. 

With respect to Dunmore's case, was the entry which appears under the dote of time 
28th entered on that day? Upon that very day. 

You are positive ? Yes. 
It has not been entered since? No. 
And also that on the 20 Emnplash: myttw,-was that entered on the same day, and not 

since? Yes, certainly not since. 
This ammonia acetate, was that entered on the same day? Yes 
Were all these entries of the treatment of Dunmore entered at the time? Yes, at the 

time they are headed, and not since. I speak most positively and distinctly. Here is proof, 
you see so many entries macic afterwards. 

But the treatment of Hugh Duggins, which follows, is in a large hand, this is written 
in a small hand? Yes; but the case of Dunmore is a difficult case, and there is more writing 
to be got into the space.. 

By ilk. Meewethe: There is a difference in the writing and in the ink? I might 
write one way to-day and another to-morrow. 

I do not doubt your word, but there have evidently been alterations,-there are some 
words in brackets, and there is a difference in the ink? There has never been any altera-
tion, I pledge you my honor. 

By the (J/iairrnan: I wish to ask you some questions upon another point: will you 
look at the 11th paragraph in the letter of "Another Witness"-do you know of any such 
circumstance having occurred as is there mentioned? No. 

Have you any reason to believe that any such circumstance ever did occur? No. 
Bij Uaptan Wmd: That is with regard to bSrrqwing money of the prisdners? Yes. 

If I could not speak positively I would not answer at all. 
1 wish to understand your position on the island relatively to Mr. Ormsby; that is to 

say, is Mr. Ormsby answerable for your conduct on the island? No more than as regards 
the police regulations. 

Are you subject to his contr,1, and if so, in what way? Merely in this way: he sees 
that I do my duty, and I cannot leave the island without his permission. 

Do you receive any orders from him with respect to the prisoners? None whatever. 
Then, as far as your treatment of the prisoners is concerned, Mr. Ormsby is not 

responsible? No. 
If you treated a prisoner in a manner different from tat which his case required, 

would it be his duty to bring the case to the notice of the Government? Exactly. 
What would he do, would he report it to the Visiting Magistrate or to the Government? 

In the first instance to the Visiting Surgeon. 
You were asked just now whether Spencer was ever taken out of the hospital for any 

purpose; I would now ask you whether he was ever taken into thd hospital when he was 
reported to be fit for work? No; Dr. West took him into the hospital in every case himself. 
Dr. West took him in, I never did. 

I want to ask you with reference to a specific charge, whether Spencer was ever taken 
into the hospital when the doctor reported him fit for work? Not to my knowledge. 

Can you speak positively to that? Yes. 
You stated to the Board verbally, when they were upon the island, but it has not been 

taken down in your evidence, that it was left to you to give what diet you chose t the 
prisoners, notwithstanding what might be issued to them by the contractors; for instance, if 
full diet were issued for them you might give them only spoon diet? Yes. 

Did you make any record of the diet given? No; except I may have done so in my 
private journal, for my own benefit at a future day. 

With respect to the meat that may be left, what do you do with that? Some are upon 
low diet and others require nourishing diet; we therefore take what may be left of the 
rations of the one, put the meat into a boiler, and make beef tea for the rest, so that one 
man has to assist the others. 

Has the residue ever been sent away? No. 
Never to Mr. .Ormsby's quarters, or anywhere else? Never, that I amp aware of. 

17.5. Would you have allowed such a thing to have been done? Decidedl not. 
176. How many prisoners are in the hospital, on the average, throughout the year? There 
is an average of seven daily. . 177. 
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Mr.J.F.Pccrs. 177. How many of these are generally upon spoon diet? When we receive a man into the 
hospital we generally put him upon spoon diet, excepting the cases of convalescents, and we 

4 Nov., 1857. feed them up to keep up their strength. 
How long do you generally keep them upon low diet? Until the fever abates, or 

whatever their symptoms may be. 
Take the cases of Dunmore and Murphy? One case being hopeless, we gave him 

whatever we had 
Do you not think it would be better, both for your own satisfaction and the satisfaction 

of the Government, to record what diet was given ? Yes. 
And also for the satisfaction of the prisoners, in order that they might know they bad 

all that was allowed them? Yes, I think it would be better to keep such a book. 
To keep such a record as is kept by you in your private journal? Yes. 
There is a treatment book kept on the island? Yes. 
But that treatment book does not include the diet? No. 
By the Chairman: Still the diet is part of the treatment? Yes. 

186 But the treatment book does not include the diet? No. Certainly no man would 
give meat to a man labouring under fever. 

By Mr. Merewether: With respect to the first charge-that contained in the letter 
signed "N. B.,"-you say you reside on the island, and that you sometimes hear singing in 
the dormitories? In the wards, not in the dormitories. 

What do you mean by the wards? The dormitories are the single sleeping places, the 
wards are the general sleeping places. 

Did that occur frequently? No. 
At what hour of the evening? Never after the lights were put out. 
At what time were the lights put out? At eight o'clock. 
And you never heard singing after that? Never after that. 

193 Was it at any time loud enough to be heard on the south shore? I could not say. 
194. To the best of your opinion? I have heard it at my own house; I do not think it 
could be heard much further. 
195; How far is your house? It is very close. 
96. How far is the south shore? About a quarter of a mile. 
197. Could it be heard at that distance? They would have to sing loud. 
198 Was it loud enough to be heard at that distance? I never heard it. 
199. Are you on the island every Sunday evening? Generally. Yes, decidedly; I am 
never absent in the evening. 
200; By whose permission do you leave the island? By Mr. Ormsby's. 

And only by Mr. Ormsby's? Only by Mr. Ormsby's. 
You do not get the permission of Dr. West? No; still, if I neglected my duty, I 

should he reported to him. 
However, you are on the island every Sunday evening? Yes; I do not think I have 

been absent above one or two Sunday evenings. 
201. If there had been these disturbances on the island you would have had opportunities of 
hearing them? Yes. 

With regard to the fifth charge, about Spencer, has the Superintendent, upon any 
occasion, told the dispenser to take any man-I do not now refer to Spencer, but any other 
man-into the hospital, whom Dr. West has pronounced fit for work? Quite the reverse. 
I have been most anxious to send the men to their work as soon as possible, and to keep 
them at work. 

I want a plain answer to my question -? Never. 
With regard to Spencer, I do not quite understand the answer you gave to a question 

at an earlier part of your examination: you said that one day as you were coming to the 
hospital you found him returning to it-at what time was this? About one o'clock. 

When did you see himlast in the hospital previous to that? In the morning at eight 

o'clock. 
He was then a patient? Yes. 
Then he might have been absent from the hospital from eight to one o'clock without 

your knowledge? I scarcely think it possible, because I should have heard of it if he had been. 
Do you think he was long enough absent from the hospital to have been employed at 

work, as it has been stated, at the Superintendent's quarters? I think not. 
He might have been absent from eight to one, but you do not think he was? No; in 

fact I can almost speak positively that he was not. 
By the Chairman: Did you ever know any sparring on the island between any two of 

the prisoners? No; I never saw any such thing take place. 
Did you know of anything of the kind? I have heard of such things, but I cannot 

speak positively. I have never seen it. 
Did you know a man named Perry? Yes. 
Are you aware that he was a pugilist? Yes. 
Did you know another man named Sinclair? That was before my time. 
Then you never saw any sparring between Perry and Sinclair? No. 
Or knew that it was going On? No; because, the day that was reported to have taken 

place, I took advantage of the holiday and was absent from the island. 
Uio.s examined by Mr. Dillon : With reference to the language on the part of Mr. 

Ormsby towards you, I believe it originated in a misapprehension, on his part, as to a com-
plaint made by you to Dr. West? I believe there were, perhaps, misunderstandings, or 

mistakes, on both sides. 
It grew out, I believe, of the anxiety of Mr. Ormaby to see that the duty of the 

Visiting Surgeon should be properly discharged? It had all, that appearance, I must say. 
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And it did not at all grow out of any negligence of duty on the part of Mr. Ormsby, Mr.J.F.Peerø. 
but the contrary—the language that took place? I do not clearly understand. 

Mr. Ormsby seemed to understand that there had been some neglect on the part of 4 Nov., 187. 
Dr. West? No, I can not admit anything of the kind. 
24. By (Yaplain Ward: What was the misapprehension of Mr. Ormsby, as far as you 
understood? It was inasmnch as this,—Dr. 'West did not visit the'iiland according to.the 
expectation of Mr. Ormsby; he appeared to be annoyed, and made some remarks which I 
fully believed he intended me to repeat to Dr. West. I did so. Dr. West was annoyed to 
think that Mr. Ormsby should mention anything of the kind to me, I being his subordinate, 
without going to him, and went to Mr. Ormsby. He said, "I wish, Mr. Ormsby, if you 
" have anything to say respecting the performance of my duties, you will say it to me and 
not to my dispenser." 
Mr. Dillon: It grew out of Dr. West having imagined that Mr. Ormsby had found 

fault with him for his non-attendance? Yes. 
And the thing passed away from your mind, and from that of Dr. West afterwards, 

when there was an explanation among you all? There was no explanation. 
There was a conversation between you, Dr. West, and Mr. Ormsby? I am not aware. 
By the C1hairman: Did Mr. Ormsby apologise to you afterwards? No, never. 
Will you tell me whether Mr. Ormsby was in the habit of using such words as those 

you.  specifically declare were used by him on this occasion? I never heard him use such 
words before or since. 

By Captain Ward: I would ask you with respect to the general management of the 
island—into which the Board is appointed to inquire—whether you have reason to suppose 
that the duties have been misconducted? 11 will tell you the exact impression made upon 
my mind. I have been some years in Her Majesty's Navy, where I have been used to strict 
discipline; and I believe the only fault to be in the matter of discipline--the men have too 
much their own way. I allude to the prisoners. They are kindly treated in every way, 
and are well looked after; but I believe they are not—to my simple idea, it is my mere 
individual remark—that they are not kept so strict as they ought to be as regards leading 
them to reformation or well-doing. The men behave themselves, certainly so far as I see, 
very well. 

What I want to know is, whether you consider that Mr. Ormsby, on the whole, dis-
charges his duty faithfully as.a public officer? I have never seen anything to the contrary. 

What is your opinion? I believe Mr. Ormsby does his duty, as far as I am able to 
judge of the duty of a Superintendent; but I never was at such a place before. 

As to the regulations, are you acquainted with them? I applied for theth, and read 
them on a particular point as regards myself. 

You could not say, then, from your own knowledge, whether Mr. Ormsby carried them 
them out? No ; I merely read these regulations as regards that particular point. 

You say you have been two years engaged in the discharge of your present duty—is 
there any modification of your instructions which you think might be beneficially adopted? 
No, I am not aware of any. I think the hospital could not be in a better state than it is in 
at present. 

By the Chairman: You would recommend that a diary, similar to that kept by you 
for your private information, should be kept as a public record? Yes; there might be a 
column added to the present book, in which the diet might be inserted. 

George West, M. D., again called in and further examined :- 
By the Chairman: Were you present upon an oecasion.when Mr. Ormsby spoke to Mr. G West, M.ft 

Peers, the hospital dispenser, about some message he had delivered to you? Yes. 
Without going into particulars, the fact was that the dispenser reported something to 4 Nov., 1857. 

you? He did. 
Was Mr. Ormsby made aware of that by yourself? I asked Mr. Peers would-he allow 

me to mention what he had said to Mr. Ormsby. He said he would rather not, as it might 
make things uncomfortable for him on the island. I said I would rather hear no messages 
that were conveyed to him unless I were allowed to bring the matter forward, and I insisted 
upon doing so. I did so. Mr. Ormsby denied the thing, and there were angry words. 
What words did Mr. Ormsby use towards Mr. Peers? He told him he was a arnned' 

liar, that he had never said such a thing. Mr. Peers said, upon his honor, but, before he 
said any more, Mr. Ormsby said, " Upon your honor, Sir, you have no honor, 'ou are a 
" great blackguard"; and I think he said he was a pimp and a mischief-maker on the 
island, carrying stories backward and forward. I went away, as I did not wish to hear any 
more of the quarrel. Mr. Peers followed me shortly after, and wanted to accompany me, 
but I said, "Go to your quarters, Sir, I do not wish you to accompany me." I did not wish 
to hear any more of it. 
With reference to the case of the man Dunmore, who died in the hospital—here is:the 

hospital book; will you he kind enough to refer to it and see when you first became 
acquainted with the case? (The witness referred to the book ) I think the first day I saw 
him was the day on which he entered the hospital. I was then sent for, late at night, to see 
him ; I think at eleven o'clock at right. 
That was on the 28th of March? Yes. I think I ought to mention that there was a 

round-robin got up among the convicts and sent to the Visiting Magistrate ;'that an inve-
tigation was held on this ease; that the persons who came forward were severely re,pri-
manded by the Magistrate, who said he was inclined to commit them all to the cells, and 
that, if they brought such a charge again, he would puish them, as there was no foundation 
for the charge. 

*17_T 17. 
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G.West, M.D. 7. What was the charge? Principally against the dispenser for the treatment of this man, 
but of course it was against the medical establishment altogether. 

4 N., 1857. 
8. Under what was Dunmore laboring when you first saw him? Inflammation of the 

lungs, as was proved afterwards by the post mortem examination. 
Were you made aware that he had been complaining for three days before that? I was 

made aware, by the dispenser, that he was exempt, and that, at his own request, as he was 
so much better, he was allowed to go out, and then he had a relapse. 
We are told that he came to the hospital on the 25th, complaining of a pain in the 

chest, that the next day it was increased and accompanied by a cough-do you think the 
exempt ground a proper place for persons laboring under these symptoms? The report I 
got was that there were no bad symptoms, no violent symptoms; the first bad symptoms 
would appear to have been on this day ; he was taken into the hospital latc at night. 
He had been labouring under certain symptoms for three days, and was kept on the 

exempt ground, with the men who are exempt from work,-are you aware where they are 
kept? They are kept on a bank on one side of the island. 
In what situation, what aspect has it-is it exposed? It is immediately as you come Out 

of the gate from the camp. 
Is it on the north, south, east, or west side of the island? I am stranger here to the 

cardinal points. It is on the side looking towards Balmain. 
You cannot say whether it is on the east, west, north, or south? I cannot iadced. 
Do you remember what sort of weather it was at that time? I have not the most distant 

recollection. I think it was fine. I think going over I remember remarking what a beau.- 

tiful night it was. 
The month of March is usually cold and sometimes rainy ? I quite recollect now; it was 

a delightful night. 
That is on the night of the 28th, when you were sent for, but supposing he had been for 

three days previous to that on the exempt ground, under some kind of treatment, was that a 
proper place for him,-or was the mode of treatment proper? It ii hard to answer that 
question. I did not see the man, and he might have had some insiduous symptoms which might 
have escaped the notice of the dispenser. He thought it a common case of cough or cold. 
Cough or cold could hardly be considered as properly treated by requiring the patient 

to stand about the exempt ground? There are some chronic cases that we hardly know how 

to deal with. 
He was a young man, and his was not a chronic case? No. 
You prescribed for him? Yes. 
Is your prescription there (referring to the book)? Yes. 
Was it entered at the time? Not at the time; it was late at night when I went there. 

I dictated it to the dispenser, who wrote it down on a piece of paper folded like a book, and 

entered it afterwards. 
When did you first see it entered? That I cannot tell you. 
Did you ever see it before this day? Yes; I did; we had an investigation about this 

matter before, and I saw it entered then. - 
Was it entered before the man's death or after? Before. 
That you are positive of? I could not say positively, but that is my belief. 
You have already said it was not entered at the time, but was it entered subsequently 

either the following morning or the day after? I think the dispenser would be the proper 

person to examine upon that point. 
We have examined him? He can say when he entered it. 
By Captain Ward: Will you describe what is the usual practice? It is to have the 

books made up every evening. 
By the Chairman: Look at the next entry where his name appears. (The witness referred 

to the book.) Is that your prescription? I could not tell. 
The next-is that yours? I dare say it was; I could not tell. 
Now look to the 1st of April, the day on which he died? (The witoess referred to the 

dispenser's private journal.) I prescribed again on the 29th, and again on the 31st. 
How often did you see him before he died? I think only on those days when I prescribed. 
Did you see him on the day of his death ?. No. 
Did you see him after his death? No; his death was reported to me. 
Yo did not attend thepost mortem examination? No; [never do unless it is something 

important. 
Was there no inquest held? No. 
I now wish to ask you about a man named Murphy,-do you remember that person being 

in the hospital? Yes, I do now. I did not the other day. 
When did first you see him? lie was brought before me for classification when he was not 

ill at all. I was told that he was the man who built the light house. He was a very old man, 
and unfit for work. I was told he was 79. It was one of those cases reserved for classification, 
and I exempted him without medicine. 
You did not prescribe for him ? No, not at that time. 
What was he laboring under ? Hernia and great debility. 
Was he suffering from asthma? At this time he did not appear to be laboring under 

it-I am speaking of his first coming on the island. 
When he first came under your notice in the hospital, what was he suffering from? It 

was not asthma, though it was. entered by the dispenser as asthma. There are cards over 
the beds on which are written the names of the diseases. 
Had he the disease called asthma? I think he had bronchitis; he had great difficulty 

in breathing, and the dispenser called it asthma. 
It might have been old age, in fact? I think it was bronchitis attacking an old man 

he 
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he was exempt a good many days, and going about without medicine before getting seriously G.West,I.D. 
ill; when he became so ill I went to see him. 

I found him very iow; it was a very rapid case. isa. In what state did you find him?  
How soon after you saw him did he die? (The Wtness referred to the private journal) 

It is marked brorichitishere; he died on the 7th. 
He is marked asthma here (referring to the hospital book) and I think wther was 

given? thereal mixture of lobelia. That is not my prescription, but the prescription of 
the dispenser. 1-lere is my prescription, half-past ten, the 3rd of December. 
With reference to the case of Jiunmore,—I find that on the 25th he complained to the 

dispenser; on the 26th he was treated; on the 27th he was treated, and on the 28tl, as he 
was much worse, he was taken into the hospital, and you were sent for—did you approve of 
his being kept out of the hospital for three days? The statement made to me was, that he 
was going on very well, that indeed he was so much 1,etter that he had been allowed to go 
out on his own request. 
That was what you were informed on the 28th, when you were called for? That was 

the statement made to me. 
He was then in an alarming state ? He was taken seriously ill. 
By Gaptain Ward: From that statement you thought Mr. Peers was justified? Yes, 

and I did not question it at all. 
He did not appear to you to have been acting rashly ? No. 
You did not think he had done wrong in allowing Dunmore to go out? They are only 

allowed out in the warm part of the day; they are on a sunny bank. I made a suggestion 
with respect to that which, I believe, has been followed out,--that when it was a cold day, or 
the sun was not on that part of the island, they should be removed to some other place. 
About the practice of prescribing—as I understand your prescriptions are copied into 

that book—where do you prescribe ? I dictate the prescription to the dispenser; he has 
a small book, or a piece of paper folded like a book; he takes this round when he accompanies 
me, and writes in it what I prescribe; he then copies from that into the hospital or 
treatment book. 
Then we can, by an examination of that book, ascertain which are your prescriptions? 

I cannot say. I am quite satisfied this is my prescription. I recollect the thing very well 
now. If you look at the treatment I think you will see it has been very accurate. 
By Mr. Merewether: What portion of this entry (the 4th December) belongs to you,, and 

what to Mr. Peers ;—hot fomentation, mustard poultice, iother, and so on ? The entry is all 
in Mr. Peers' handwriting. 

Cross-examined by .iir. Dillon: This conversation that has been alluded to--this violent 
language—I believe grew out of your having understood the dispenser to say that Mr. 
Ormsby had said something about you that Mr. Ormsby denied? Yes; if you wish me to 
mention what it was, I will do so. I was not well on the visiting day previous, audI did 
not go there. When I went to the island Mr. Peers asked inc why I was not there, and said 
Mr. Ormsby had made some observations, about my not being there,-, and "whatever he said, 
" I think he intended me to convey to you. I said—" I am very muèh.annoyed that Mr. 
" Ormsby should have made any remark to you about it; if he feels that I am neglecting 
my duty, he should speak to me about it, or else report me to the proper authorities." 
I asked him to allow me to speak to Mr. Ormsby about it; he said he would rather not, as 
it would make the island very uncomfortable. I said that when things came to my know-
ledge in that way I considered I was at liberty to make use of them. I was going away, 
when Mr. Ormsby came up to me, and said—" 'Where are you going, Doctor?" I said—
" I feel very much annoyed that you should make any complaint or observation to a subor- 
dinate officer, and that you should not come to myself." He asked what it was all about,. 
and when I told him he got very angry, and the words I have repeated followed. 
By Mi-. ilferewether: The dispenser is under your orders, is he not? Yes 

'60. What did he mean by saying "it would make the island uncomfortable"? I suppose 
he meant that Mr. Ormsby might object to his leaving the island 
61. By Mr. Dillon: The dispenser, I think, stated in his examination that he had never 
heard such language as that you have referred to from Mr. Ormsby before or since. I believe 
you have not been in the habit of hearing him use such language? No, I never did. I was 
sorry, for I thought he had lost his temper. It struck me he was a little too hasty in losing 
his temper; but he felt annoyed at this being reported to me. 
02. What did it grow out of—did it not arise out of excess of zeal? It arose from excess 
of temper. 
Was Mr. Taylor present on that occasion? I do not think any one was present, except 

my son. 
Did Mr. Ormsby say that any conversation he had had with Mr. Peers was in the 

presence of Mr. Taylor? I think he said that whatever had been said was in the presence 
of other persons, and he could prove what he had said from them. 

Daniel .Dunmore's case. Copy from the Private Journal of .111,. J. F. Peers. 

DAMIEL DUNMORE, aged 21, "Mary Anne," admitted March 28t1h, 1856. 

Pleuritis. 
DISEASE, WITH DETAiLED SYMPTOMS. 

March 28th.—This man was admitted complaining of great heat, thirst, and restlessness. During 
the last night a violent acute pain on one side, so much so that he was unable to lie on it; difficult 
breathing; flushed countenance; expectoration bloody; tongue coated; pulse strong. 

N arch 29th.—No improvement; slight diarrhsxa. 
March dOth.—Febrile symptoms abated; great dyspnea; tongue much coated. - 

March 
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March 31st.—To-day there was a marked improvement, less dPliculty in breathing, pulse quieter, 
tongue cleaning, and appeared in better spirits. At eight o'clock p.m., on my visit, this alteration for the 
better had ceasad; great dyspnma, and accession of febrile symptoms: ordered the calomel, ant., and opium 
every four hours. Twelve o'clock sent for—symptoms still aggravated; delirium, with quick pulse, and 
great difficulty of respiration; ordered him to be watched. At six o'clock this morning suddenly 
raising himself, and askin- for a drink, he laid down, passed a considerable quantity of mucous, and 
oxpireJ so quietly it was difficult to say when breath ceased. 

TREATMENT. 

Dec. 28th.—Cerat. Ant. Tart. Pulv. Jacobi. gr iii. Vene sectio ad. SxVii. 
Foment Calm, ad. poet. I  Hyd. Chior. gr. iv statum. Emp. Ly. Hm. 

Dec. 29th.—Hyd. Chlor. gr. ii.; Popli, gr. p. Ant. Pot. Tart. gr. . 4 horis. G W pens. 
Dec. 30th—Rep. Pelvis. Liq. Aminon. Acet. vi; Yin. Ipecac 3 ii. 

R Opio. Camp. 3ip. M. Camp. Svi. Nd. sip. sexh's horis. 
Sumeno. Emp. Ly. Hm. 

Dec. 31st—Rep. M.st. 8 o'cl. Rep. Pulvis. Hyd. Chior. gr. iii. Ant. Tart. gr. . 
Pulv. Opii. gr. p.  4 horis. 

Posy MORTEM APPEARANCES. 

Heart natural and healthy; very small quantity of fluid in the pericardium. Pleura and 
mediastinum preternaturally red and inflamed; lungs, particularly right lobe, preternaturally red, and 
air cells crowded with coagulated lymph and blood; slight adhesion on the lower part of the right lobe 
to the pleura. Liver healthy. Gall-bag large. Stomach healthy—distended with flatus. 

J. F. PEERS. 

Wiliiena .iIurp&y's case. Copy from the Private Jourizal of Mi. J. F. Peers. 

WILLIAM Munenv, aged 79, "Canada," admitted December 3rd, 1856. 

DIsEAsE, WITIX DETAILED SYMPTOMS. 
Bronchitis. 

Dec. 3rd.—This man who has been perpetually exempt since his arrival on the island, 
and who is very much debilitated and suffering from scrotal hernia, applied to me at 10 o'clock 
p. in. for the first time; he complained of chills and oppression of the chest, with quickened and 
laborious respiration. I at once admitted him to hospital, applied mustard plasters, and cupped him 
and, considering  his advanced age, and debilitated frame, that there was considerable danger, sent for 
Dr. West. 

Dec. 4th.—Dr. 'West attended; approved the treatment pursued and prescribed. 
Dec. 5th—Symptoms aggravated; pulse higher; cough, expectoration, and febrflc symptons 

increased. 
Dec. 6th—No improvement. Dr. W. ordered treatment to be continued. 
Dec. 7th.—Breathing with the greatest difficulty; copious tracheal rattle; all the symptoms of 

acute suffocative catarrh developed. Death ended his sullerings at 2 p.m. 

TREATMENT. 

Dec. 3rd.—Fomcnt Calia. Emp. Sinap. ad. peet. scarificat ad. Sviii. 
Inhale Ether. Mist. Lob. Inf. .Eth. 4 horis. 

Dec. 4th.—Emp. Ly. H. & Mist. AmmOniaci 3vi. 
Ant. Pot. Tart. gI. ii. 
Nit. Pot. 3 i. 
R Camp. Co. et Syrup Limp. ad 3i. hd. 

Coch. i. 2 ant. 3rd horis. 
Dec. Sth.—Rep. Mist. 6 Rep. Mist. 

POST MORTEM APPEARANcES. 

The bronchial tubes preternaturally red and inflamed; the submucous cellular tissue and mucous 
membrane itself appealing injected with red fluid. The inflammation shewing most towards the termi-
nation of the trachea and commencement of the bronchi; the posterior part of the lungs infiltrated, and 
the lungs generally congested. J. F. PEERS. 

Mr. Thomas 'Easton was called in and examined, as follows :-

Mr.T.Easton. 1. By the Chairman: What office do you hold on Cockatoo? 
I am Foreman of Works. 

2. Under Captain Mann? Yes. 
4 Nov., 1857. 3. How long have you been on the island? Eight years and for months. 

You have lived on the island the whole of that time? Yes. 

With your family? Yes 
Are you subject in any manner to the Superintendent of the island? In none at present. 

TIe has no control or authority over you? No 
8 Then you are under no apprehension with respect to any evidence you may give here? 

I am not aware of any. 
t. It is only my duty to tell you, that if you should be —or if any person coming to give 
evidence should require to be so told—you have no need to be afraid to give evidence before 
this Board; because, if we discover that any consequences should follow disagreeable to any 
witness, we should recommend the officer causing it to be removed from his office? I ant 

obliged to you, but you will get nothing from me but the truth, in any way. 
Do you remember the circumstance of a sparring match on the island, between Perry 

and some other person? I saw it; 1 do not recollect the date. 
Where did it take place? Inside, in the camp. 
When was that—how long ago? I dare say over two years a. 

3. Who else was present? There were a great member of people; a few 
of the free officer. 

were present at that date, but I do not remember seeing any one else. 

Were any of the prisoners there? Yes. 
These two men, the sparrers, were prisoners, were they not? Yes. 

It was in the prison yard, in fact?. Yes. . . 
17 
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Were thay stripped to the waist for sparring, or not? They were in that position. I Mr.T.Easton. 
will not exactly say that it was a prize fight, or anything of that; they might have had 
their Guernseys on. 

4 Nov., 18T. They were not stripped to the waist, then? No; they were not in what we term boxing 
style. 

They had their Guernsey frocks on? Yes. 
I-low long were they sparring? I should say about half an hour. 
It was a regular match? Pretty well; they both seemed pretty well sized. 
Was the Superintendent himself present? I did not see him on that occasion. 
Were any of his Sons? If I were sworll, I could not say that they were on that date. 
Were you present at any other boxing match? If it were named I might recollect. 
You have told us of one occasion? I shall tell you the plump and plain truth. 1 have 

been there on many occasions to see them spar. 
In the same place? Yes, in the same place. 
When the prisoners were present, and their free officers? Yes. 
On any of these occasions was Mr. Ormsby present? I never saw him in my life. 
Or his sons, or either of them? I cannot bear in mind that I saw Mr. Ormsby's Sons 

or himself particularly present ever. I never saw Mr. Ormshy there in my life, at any such 
employment or exercise. 

How frequently have these exhibitions taken place on the islnd, do you suppose? 
Well, Sir, they have taken place many times; I could not exactly tell you the number. 
For whose amusement were they got up? That 1 cannot say, by whose authority or 

whose amusement it was for. 

Were any of the overseers or officers of the penal establishment present? Yes. 
At what time of day have these transactions taken place? In general in the afternoon. 
Upon what days-the ordinary days of the week or the Lord's Day? Some afternoons 

on the Sabbath-day. 

And on other days-ordinary days? Providing they were holidays-.the Queen's 
Birthday, or something of this. 
Bc, Uaptain Ward: They took place after working hours? I cannot say. 
Were they not ever kept away from their work for the purpose of sparring ? Not to my 

knowledge. 

88. On these occasions they were sparring in their leisure hours? Yes; I do not mean to 
say in their working hours. 
By the Uhairman: From the officers of the establishment and the free overseers being 

present, was it not pretty well known on the island when a sparring thatch was going on? 
Well, your Honor, I should think not. 
No one on the island could be off knowing it? Occasionally. 
How often do you suppose these things have taken place? They must have been four or 

five times. 
By Captain Ward: Have you ever seen Mr. Brown? Yes. 
He has been present at these sparring matches? Yes. 
Have you seen Mr. Dunning, the Inspector of Police, present? Yes, he has been 

there also 

Do you know that as a fact? I am not aware of speaking to Mr. Dunning, that I could 
positively swear. 

Have you seen Mr. Taylor, the clerk, present? No, I never saw hirti there. I cannot 
say, but he might have been there. 

By the Chairman: Do you know anything about cedar plank having been taken from 
the stores of the Engineer's Department? No, only from what I have heard. 
You know nothitig but what you have heard? That is all. 
Do you remember the circumstance of its being found? I heard tell of its being found. 
You only heard tell; you were not present? I was not. 
Do you remember the circumstance of a number of theprisoners leaving the works? 

I remember once particularly__there were seventeen of my own gang. 
Did you report it to the Siperintendent or his Assistant, Mr, Brown? Yes. 
What was the cause of their leaving the works? Mr. Thomas-on the day I am going to 

mention it was near bell ringing, and my men had been quarrying above, for generally I 
was foreman over the gang that was quarrying the stone-Mr. Thomas, as clerk of the 
works, or acting engineer, requested that the men should go down to the dock for to work; 
and these men that I made mention of requested they should have shoes or trowsers. 
By Captain Ward: Was that the working in the water question? Yes. 
Which was inquired into by a former Board? Yes. 
It was inquired into by myself and Captain Mayne? Yes; I believe it was. 
The men objected to go into the water without proper shoes or boots? Yes. 
By the Chairman: Was there any other occasion? Yes; but the men did not exactly 

belong to me. 
You remember the circumstance? Yes. 
Do you yourself know that that was reported to the Superintendent? Yes. 
What was done in that case? As well as I recollect, the prisoners were brought before 

the Visiting Magistrate. 

Do you remember any of them going to the office of the Resident Engineer, and using 
threatening language to him? Yes, I do. 
By Captain Ward: Can you describe what took place on the occasion of the men going 

to threaten Mr. Thomas? If it. was mentioned in any time, I may recollect it. 
Do you recollect it now? Not the date. 

It was the time the men ref\ised to work, and went up to Mr. Thiimas' office in a riotous 
manner; can you recollect that? Not unless it was respecting the hand-cart. 

* 17-U - 66. 
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Ir.T.Est6n.'66. Will youclescribe that occurrence? It has generally been the rule since I have been on 
the island, which is eight or nine years close up, that there used to be five men to draw the 

4'No".c., .1851., 
 hand-cart up that hill always, and I believe Mr. -Thomas gave orders for four men to draw it 
up, and they were third-class men--not able-bodied men, To one individual, I believe, he 
gave the order to do it, but I was out of the way, at the top of the blocks, and he did not put 
me in possession of the rule. The men said they would not draw the hand-cart up the hill 
without five men, and the person who received the order went up to the office .with the men. 

I was reported myself for that. 
By whom? By Mr. Thomas to Captain Mann. 
By Mr. Aferewether: It would have been your business to have carried out the order if 

you had received it? Yes. 
69; By Captain Ward: Do I understand you, then, to say, that you think the men ha& 
reasonable cause of complaint in being required to draw the hand-cart up the hill with only 

four men? Yes. 
70. By the Chairman: And, in.fact, instead of their going up in a body, they were taken 
up to the office? I was not present on that occasion at first, but when I heard of it I went 
up to the office and saw Mr. Thomas and another foreman of works, and the men were 
standing opposite the gate, tanked up two deep. I did not see any man go up to, strike or 

assault Mr. Thomas. 
71-. Was there any unbecoming behaviour on the part of the men towards Mr. Thomas, or. 
any threatening language used? Not while I stood there. None but this man, who was 
something rather insane, I believe, and he walked towards Mr. Thomas, but never attempted 
to strike. I believe he was taken before the Visiting Magistrate for the same, but I am not 
certain. Ibelieve Mr. Thomas declined to come forward upon that. 
By Mr. Mrrewett,er: You say there were men sparring on the island on one particular 

occasion—who were- these men? There Nyas one of the name of Perry. 
Who was the other? The other was named Sinclair. 
Where were they sparring? In the camp yard. 
Give us some better description; what do you mean by the camp yard? Inside the 

iron gates. 
76 'Where the prisoners are lodged? Yes. 
Was Mr. Ormsby on the island at the time? That I cannot say. 
On what days of the week did these exhibitions occur—you say they occurred five or six 

times? As [should suppose, in the generality on holidays, or perhaps it may be on Sunday 

afternoon. 
7.9: Should Mr. Ormsby have been on the island at these times; under ordinary circum-
stances would he have been on the island? I would be very sorry to state except what I 

-could swear to. 
If he had been on the island could this sparring have gone on without his knowledge? 

I believe it could. 
Was it accompanied by any noise? No, I could not say it was. In the general run, 

- there is great silence when such a thing is going on. 
Did you see any strangers, persons not employed on the island, present on these occa- 

sions? I could not say. 
.83.- Do. you mean to say that you could not have noticed if. there had been any strangers 

present-; I do not want you to say that there were any present, I merely want a straight-
-for.ward answer? So I would give it if it was a thing I knew; if you will name any name 
I will tell you. 
I do not want the name; I ask you if there were any strangers present? I do not 

--know whether Mr. Thomas was present, he might have been. 
Do you call him a stranger; by stranger I mean any person not connected with, or 

employed on, the island? . .1 did not belong to the establishment. 
That is not an answer to my question I ask you whether you saw any strangers present 

at these sparring matches, persons unconnected with the island—that is a plain question? It 
is a plain question. I cannot say I did, that I did not know any person that.I saw, there. - 

By the Chairman: Did you ever see any person there no,t belonging to the island—did 
you ever see any visitor of any kind, any person unconnected with the island? I would not 

,tell a falsehood, but for me to know whether there- were visitors or strangers I should know 
-the.date, and I do not know the date. - 

Did you, or did you not, see any person unconnected with the island present at any of 
these sparring matches? There might be plenty of them for me. 
Did you ever see any one? I cannot say. 

- 90 By CaptainWard: Do you know as a fact that any strangers were present? If 'I was 

sworn I could not say. 
By Mr. Merewether: Will you say yes or no? I mean to say there might have been. 

By the (Thou-  man: Cannot you form a judgment upon the matter, whether you did ever 
see any strangers there, or persons unconnected with the island? If it was not a customary 
thing for strangers to be there I would know, but it is customary for persons to be there 
every Sunday. 
By Mr. Merewethei': Do you think there havebeen any persons unconnected with the 

island present on these occasions? If I had seen them I should tell you in a minute; I am 
not aware, but I say they might have been. 
Were there so many people in the camp that you could not see who were there? I-am 

:nt upon that intention when I go to look at two men sparring. 
Was the camp so full, I ask you, that you could not see who were there?. If I under-. 

stand, it was pretty crowded with the men al there. 
..; Tho this oepugod when the men were all mustered ia the camp? On these occasions. 

97. 
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I cannot help expressing my opinion that you are decidedly trying to evade my question? Mr, T.Eas, 
I beg your pardon. . 

. 
You have been nine years on the island, and are, I suppose, perfectly acquainted with 4 Nov., 

the rules and regulations? No, not with regard to the rules; I never saw them. 
By the Uhairman: With reference to the persons resident on the island, if you have 

been there eight or nine years you must know them all-you are simply asked whether there 
were any persons present who did not reside on the island.? There were the soldier officers. 

By Mr. Mei-ewether: Was the soldier officer in command present? Yes, and other 
officers that were on a visit there. 

You have been beating about the bush, I-believe; these were strangers on the island? 
I have seen them. 

By the Chairman: You have seen military officers -there? Yes, besides the officer on 
guard; but I never considered them as strangers, for they were there themselves very other 
fortnight. . 

By Mr. Jierewether: You are pretty certain that the Assistant -Superintendent -was 
present at these exhibitions-Mr. Brown? I never saw him. 

You stated just now that you had seen him? Yes, and so was his assistant. 
- 105. You never saw Mr. Ormsby there? No. - 
106. You have been a long time on the island- nearlynine years? Yes. 
'- 

 
107- What-  is your opinion as to the general disciplineduring that time-I confine myself 
principally to the last two years-what- is your opinion of time management during that 
period? That it is very -leaning. 

What do you mean by "leaning ?" I mean something leaning rather to -the prisoners. 
Am I to understand that if there are regulations they are mildly carried out? I am 

not aware of any regulations. . 
But if there are any regulations they are mildly carried out? I mean to say they have 

been mildly carried out. 
That is the only interpretation you put upon the word? Yes. 
You say you are not aware of any regulations, and therefore cannot -say how they are 

carried out? No. 
From your own observation, do you consider that any one prisoner is favored more than 

another? - I believe so.  
h-Tow cn they be favored? In many instances. 
flow? They can commit themselves in some way, and then in two or three days after 

they will be appointed to some place. 
You mean that after the commission of some offence they may be appointed to some 

post on the island? Yes.- - 
By Captain Ward: Can you state any particular case where that has occured ? Yes, 

r think I can in one instance I will shew-you how there was laxity- of discipline. I had 
an occasion to find fault with one man in particular; I reported that man three times for 
disrespect in every way that he could treat me, and that man held the office as constable of 
the Superintendent's office. 1-Ic treated me with contempt and disrespect in every- way.- I 
had to-caution him twice about taking the hand-cart off the work, and he said he would do it 
as often as he liked from a sub-overseer. Another time I took a man to the office, and told 
this same man to go to the Superintendent; he wanted to know what charge I had to prefer. 
I said, " I cannot tell you anything of the sort; you are a prisoner as well as the man I-a-rn 
11  bringing." He said " I do not care a damn whether you do or not." That man I reported, 
and he continued in his situation afterwards. 

By .iJIr. Ilferewether : - Did y-u prefer any charge against him? Yes. - - 
To whom did you report him? To Mr. Ormsby twice, and after a lapse of fourteen or 

fifteOn dars he was brought-to Court. - - - - -- - 
Was the offence dealt with by the Visiting Magistrate? Yes. 
Was the man discharged? Ye; by Mr. Ormsby giving him a-recommendation as -a 

creditable man. 
What was Perry on the island? I believe he was a carpenter by trade,' but he was 

once over the cells, and once over the cook-house. - 
What was Sinclair? - He was barber in the camp. - - - - 
Were there any instances, besides the one you have mentioned, where you think 

favoritism was shewn? No further than men who have been punished have been put in 
office very shortly after. - - - 

They have been placed in offices on the island very shortly after- they have been 
punished? Yes. 

Can you- name any other instance-you are speaking generally now? Well, I- really 
believe myself there were many instances. - 

- 127. You cannot name them? Not at present.  
128. You say you reside on the island? Yes. - 
-129. Are You there allday and every day? Yes. - - - - 

Are you there Cu Sunday? In general. - - - -- --- - 
On Sunday evenings? On Sunday evenings in general. - - - 

132: Is the-island quiet and order]y'Cn Sunday evenings? Well, it is quiet. 
Do you ever -hemr- any noise of siOging? Yes, after hours. - - - - - - - - 
Where? In the camp. -. - - - - - - - 

Loud- singimig? - No, not loud singing;' in a mild regular -manner.' - - - -, 
What do you call a mild regular manner of sitmging--were they singing Psalms? 

Well, there is no -dis&rder or shouting if,  a man be- singixTg a song.  
Do you call that regular, singing soflgs inthCyard on-a Sunday evening? Yes. - -. 
-ii thata fréuent occurrence -? Yes, generally; on-working day-s; but I have-heard th.m 

on Sunday. 
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Mr.T.Faston. 139. Is it usual for the prisoners to sing in their dormitories? Yes. 
_....-'.........., 140. Does it ever cause you annoyance? No; if I went out of my house I - 
4 Nov.,  is 141 You do not mind the prisoners singing? No. 

It does occur frequently on Sunday as well as on week day evenings? Yes. 
Is Mr. Ormsby on the island on Sunday evenings? In general; in fact he is seldom 

off the island on Sunday evenings. 
Ciose-eranined by Mi. Dillon : I believe that after the lights are put out there is 

nothing of that kind allowed? No. 
I think you were going to say something as to your being able to hear the noise of 

singing when you would come out of your place--could you hear it if you did not come out? 
I could not hear it inside my house; but if I went out I could hear it quite plain. 

You stated, in a previous part of your evidence about these sparring matches, that you 
have seen i*iem four or five times? Yes. 

And not more? I could not say for myself being present more than that. 
148.. Were they accompanied by any violence or noise that would cause apprehension or 
disturbance to the business of the island? I said before that it is in silence all such things 
as that is done. 

There was no disturbance, no noise? No; for their own diversion they keep silent. 
Was there anything unusual in such an amusement as that being practised by the men 

in after hours-was there anything unusual, offensive, or riotous-there was nothing you 
would have found fault with as a breach of discipline-if the men had been under your 
orders would you have found fault with this sparring, as calculated to produce disorder? If 
your honor wishes me to answer the question 1 shall. I have not been in the power to see 
whether I should or not. 

Do you recollect the officers of the guard being present at one of these occasions you 
speak of? They have been there more than once, I believe, to my eyesight. 

Was that in the officers' quarters? No; I have never been in the officers' quarters. 
What did occur in that way was in the prisoners' after hours? Not exactly in the 

working hours, by no means. 
By captain Ward: Did these sparring matches take place with boxing gloves or with 

fists? Always with boxing gloves. 
Bij  the Chairman: Always with gloves? Yes. 
Who provided the gloves? I believe the men themselves subscribed and purchased the 

gloves-they were brought by some means to the island. 
What means had they of getting them? Your Honor I am not particularly aware; I 

believe they could be purchased and brought to the island. 
By Mr. Merewether: Whom do you mean by "the men"? I mean the prisoners. 

159; B11 Mr. Dillon: Did you ever hear of Mr. Ormsby having these gloves seized? Yes. 
By the Chairman: This is a very important point which has been raised respecting 

the boxing gloves-you say you think the prisoners may have had means of getting them 
there? Yes. 

Had the prisoners the means of getting anything else they liked? Well, I could not 
exactly swear, but there are many things, against the regulations, got for the prisoners. 

What have they got? Clothes, neck-ties, and braces. 
They can get these things easily? Yes. - 
Indulgencies? - Yes. 
You say contrary to the regulations-do you mean contrary to the written regulations, 

or to your own idea of what prison regulations should be? I never saw the regulations. 
You mean contrary to your own idea of prison discipline? Yes. 
What sort of things? Comforters, handkerchiefs, braces, and parcels of different 

descriptions, and, as far as I know of discipline, for the last six and twenty years I never 
saw it permitted. 

Can the prisoners get paper, pens, and ink? Yes; the Superintendent himself issued 
them. 
163. Can they get these things otherwise? Yes. 

Can they get letters from their friends, paper, pens, and ink? Yes. 
Do they ever get the indulgence of a newspaper? I believe I have seen them frequently 

reading a newspaper. 
Have you seen the prisoners in the presence of overseers and persons of that descrip-

tion reading newspapers? Yes, I have. 
Commonly? I have seen it several times. 
Have they any indulgencies in the way of food? I believe that is allowed. 
Tea and sugar they are allowed to buy out of the money they earn from their 

task work; I am asking you with respect to indulgencies they obtain on the island out 
of the regular way-in some clandestine way? It might be the case, but I am not in 
possession of it. 

You say they get braces and newspapers, that must be clandestinely? I do not know 
whether they are in the habit of getting them, or who may be the purchaser. 

By Mr. Dillon: As to the things you say the prisoners get, do you not know that when 
any of their friends go there they take parcels with them, of whatever they think right, and 
give them to Mr. Ormsby to be delivered to the prisoners, if he thinks right? But I am well 
aware the purchasers are not the friends or relatives. 

I suppose Mr. Ormsby will not allow them to have newspapers? No; I have known 
him to seize them. 

How do you suppose they can get these indulgencies without the Superintendent's 
knowledge? I am not aware whether they come from the boat that brings the stores, or 
what boat brings them. There is a prisoner receives the things from the boat every morning, 
and brings them to the office-that is, anything they pay their money for into the office 
is purchased. 180. 
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That is for tea and sugar ? Yes, and for these braces. 
Mr.T.Easton. 

Then they are brought by the Superintendent's permission ? Yes. 
By the (J/iai,,n,,n Newspapers, articles of dress, and such things? Yes. 

4 Nov., 1857. 
Did you ever see the boxing gloves-_were they brought in that mode do you suppose? 

I have seen them once or twice when they have been handed over to these two men. 
Who handed them Over? Some other prisoners. 
I think you said the discipline was lenient towards the prisoners-do you mean by that 

that it was mild? Well, with respect to that, what I mean is that it is not strict discipline. 
I understand you to mean that is what we should call loose discipline? In some degree. 
I think you said there was favoritism as regards discipline-that some men were favored 

and others were not ? Well, I believe so still. 
188. Do you know any instance of favoritism toward any particular person? I know some 
men have been taken to the office to be punished, and in three or four days they have got some 
employment. 

Were these men, Perry and Sinclaii...stout men, men capable of hard work? Yes, 
more so than any other men on the island. 

Did you ever know either one of them to be at work on the island? Yes, for a short 
period. 

Take Perry-when was he at hard work ? The last time he was on the island I believe 
he was at hard work. 

192. When he was there the first time was he at work ? For a short period. 
What work was he employed upon ? He was some time over the cells. 
That is not hard work ? He was employed at carpentering. 
How long was lie there ? Many months-a long time. 
Where was he taken to from that ? I think lie went over the cells. 
As overseer of the cells? Yes. 
Row often has he been upon the island? Three times to my knowledge. 
Sinclair-what was he there? lie was barber at the camp. 
Was he a strong or a weak man? A strong man, an able-bodied man. 
Capable of hard work? Yes. 

%Vs the situation of barber reckoned an easy and indulgent post ? Yes, it was easier, 
but he had nothing the better pay for it. 

But lie was excused from hard work? Yes. 
These two men, in fact, were not usually employed upon hard work? No. 
Was it at the time he was overseer of the cells that these sparring matches took place? 

Once or twice they did. 

Then he must have been taken from his duty at the cells to have been present at these 
sparring matches? I cannot say for that. 

Do you know whether some one relieved him for that time? I know it was a general 
thing for some one to relieve him if he was wanted for sparring. 

Have you known that? I have; on one occasion I saw a man go in his place when he 
went to sparring. 

Who sent the man in his place? I think it must have been, in my opinion, one of 
the free overseers in the department; there is no other man got any control. 

Did you ever hear such a thing said as that there was reason to fear if any prisoner 
reported any circumstance he would be liable to the displeasure of the authorities? I 
1eard it said, but it is a thing I cannot prove. - 

Did you ever hear of an unnatural offence being committed on the island? I have 
heard it. 

Were any means taken to bring the parties to justice? I never knew either of the 
parties to be brought to justice myself; I am not in possession of it. 

Did you ever know any reason for the parties not being brought to justice? I cannot 
say. - 

Was there any reason for any to fear bringing it forward? I heardit rumoured as 
such, but that is all. I did not belong to the department. 

You say the discipline toward the prisoners was what you call "leaning," and by that 
word you mean something loose or lax. With regard to the conduct of the free people on 
the island-more particularly to the conduct of the Superintendent-was that to be 
denominated loose or lenient, or was it strict? I cannot say with respect to the free officers 
under the Superintendent, for I believe they have no control. if a man be brought before 
the Superintendent, it depends upon him whether he shall be discharged or not. 

It is left to his discretion to bring the matter forward or not? It may be. 
Were you ever in the Superintendent's garden? Yes. 
What is its extent? I dare say it is about from three to four acres, if not more. 
Are there walls and considerable buildings in it that must have taken considerable 

time in their erection? There are a few buildings inside. 
I-Iave you ever seen any part of it cultivated? Yes. 
What number of persons have you seen employed in that garden? I suppose I have 

seen two and three at a time. 
Is that an usual thing or has it been only an accidental occurrence? No; it has been 

continued, to my knowledge, for sonic time. 
Do you think there have been more than three at any time employed? Yes, as many 

as six sometimes. 

Have you known more than six to be employed there occasionally? I will put your 
Honor in a right position : If a man came to the island in the evening late he would not go 
down to the Engineer's Department at once, but he would be sent to work in the garden, 
and then the next day he would go into the gang. 

* 17-X 225 
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Mr. TEasten. 225. By "the garden" do you mean the Superintendent's.gardefl or the public garden? I 
did not know it was a public garden; I thought one was Mr Ormsby's garden as well as the 

4 Nov., 1857. other. I am speaking of the garden round Mr. Ormsby's house-how many men do you sup- 
pose it would have taken, and what period of time, to build the walls in Mr. Ormsby's 
garden? I would say it has taken, within the last three years, over a hundred men. 

To build all these walls? To keep up the breachcsin different parts of the walls. In 
wet weather parts of the walls would fall, and then we had to send up six or eight men to 

mend the breaches in the walls. 
In the walls in Mr. Ormsby's garden? Yes; I believe that is Mr. Ormsby's garden. 
In the cultivation of the garden attached to Mr. Ormsby's house, and which runs down 

the side of the hill, how many do you suppose were employed? In the general way, the men 
are removed from the prisoners' garden to Mr. Ormsby's, and if there is any work to be per-
formed in the prisoners' garden they go back to it again. That is only occasionally. 

You are aware that Mr. Ormsby's private garden is a very extensive one, and has a great 

many walls in it? There are a great many divisions. 
Which it must have taken a large number of men to erect? Yes. 
Have you knowii any of them to be ejected in your time? Not to my knowledge; only 

when they have fallen they have been built up again. 
To whom has Mr. Ormsby reported that they have fallen? A requisition has been sent 

to the Engineer's Department. 
How many men have been sent up to repair the walls? According to the nature of the 

breaches. I have known ten or twelve men to be sent. I have sent ten or twelve men 
myself. Within the last three years that has happened six or seven times, for three or four 

days. In heavy weather they fall down. 
They are built without mortar, and fall down in rainy weather? Yes. 

236. During this time the men are taken off the works? Yes; by a requisition of the Super- 

intendent. 
Do you think the allowance for the prisoners is larger than they consume-the quantity 

of homminy, for instance? It was some time ago. They have not consumed what was pre- 
pared. I have seen buckets and barrows full taken out. 

What has become of that? I have seen it in a heap, partly at Mr. Ormsby's gate, and 

more of it divided among the free officers. 
Does that take place now-has it occurred within the last six months? No, nor within 

the last nine or ten months. 
Do you know as to the assistance afforded to the Engineer's Department by Mr. Ormsby 

whether there has been reason to complain of the assistance afforded to your department by 
the Superintendent? Well, I shall tell you that directly. In the first instance, if I took a 
man with a charge to Mr. Ormsby, he decided whether he would take the man before the 

Court or whether he would reprimand him. 
Did that interfere with your duties? Sometimes it did, in some cases. In many cases 

it interfered with me ; I found I need not take the man again. 
Do you mean that it was of no use for you to take a man before Mr. Ormsby? Yes; I 

was of that feeling. 
By .Mi. Merewether: 

Whatever a man did it was of no use to take him up? Yes; in 
some cases they were actually sent away to the works by Mr. Ormsby, and not brought before 

the Magistrate. 
By the Chairman : 

Let me understand you perfectly with reference to the requisitions 
for the repairs of the walls-were these made to the Engineer's Department by Mr. Ormsby? 

Yes. 
Were these the walls of his private garden? Yes. Sometimes he would not ask for 

the men, but would take from four to six men out of a gang without making an application 

for them. 
At other times he would make a requisition for men to repair the walls, which walls 

were in his own garden and for his own private use? I cannot say that it was his own private 
garden, for there were very few officers of the island but got the benefit of it. They all get 

some vegetables occasionally. 
By whose gift? I believe it is an understood thing with the Government. 
Who supplies them ? The gardener, or, at least, a prisoner we call the gardener. 

At Mr. Ormsby's desire ? Yes. 
And upon his authority? Upon his authority. 
And at his will ? Yes. 
Not a regular allowance by order of the Government ? 

No, I cannot say that it is a 

regular allowance. I know the garden was once called the public garden. 
You are aware that there is a prisoners' garden ? Yes; but every man, by the regu- 

lations, is supposed to have a share in the other garden, and is allowed to walk in it as well 

as Mr. Ormsby. 
By Captain Ward: I 

see in the regulations that-" All requisitions and applications 
"which, either directly or indirectly, lead to the expenditure of public money on account of 
"the penal establishment are to be eountersigned by the Visiting Magistrate."-Are these 
requisitions sent by Mr. Ormsby to the Engineer signed by the Visiting Magistrate ? I 

never saw them so signed. 
On what authority then does the Civil Engineer send up the men? On Mr. Ormsby's 

application. 
He is not authorised to do so without the signature of the Visiting Magistrate ? I 

never saw that.  
If the Resident Engineer or Captain Mann sent the prisoners up without the signature of 

the Visiting Magistrate he acted against orders? I am prepared to say I never saw this 
 

signature.  
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When these men are sent and employed in building these walls, is their time taken •Mr P. Eastôn. 
down as though they were employed on the public works ? If the men are employed on the 
convict department we do not return them at all. 4 Nov., 1857. 

How are these men paid? By the Superintendent of the island-a penny a day. 
Out of the public money? Out of his own contingency I suppose. 
Do you know how they are paid? I do know that we do not pay them. 
You are quite sure that you strike them off your list ? Yes. 
By the Chairman.: Are you sure they get their task money from the Superintendent-

that they get their penny a day? No. 
By Mr. Merewether: You stated a short time time ago that, in addition to the prison 

luxuries which are allowed, other things were brought to the island for the prisoners ? I 
named the other things. 

And that they were handed over to the convict wii received the general luxuries ? Yes. 
What became of them-where did they go to ? They were taken to Mr. Ormsby's 

stores, or to his office, I believe. 
By Captain Ward: You say you believe, do you know that? I have seen them there. 
By Mr. Merewetlier: You have seen them taken to the Superintendent's office ? Yes. 
I ask you this question, to carry out Sir William Burton's last point of examination, 

and I want you to be quite sure of it ;-do you consider that you have had all the convicts 
available for the works handed over to you in the morning ? That I could not say, by no 
means. There is a lot of men fall out every morning, and they are examined by the doctor 
or dispenser, and, of course, I do not know about the number that fall out, whether they are 
sent to the exempt ground, or what is done with them-of course, what I get upon the works 
I number. 

Are you one of the persons who receive all the prisoners in the morning ? Yes. 
Are you the next man under Mr. Thomas? No, [am the second. 
You receive your own men ? Yes, for gangs. 
Are they the same number of men each morning ? Sometimes there are more, some-

times there are less; this morning there may be a hundred men, to-morrow there may be 
ninety-six or ninety-seven. 
274.. Do you know any reason for the difference-are you told why the men are kept back ? 
No. 

Therefore you cannot say whether you have all the men who are available or not ? 
No, I cannot, by no means. 

You have nothing to do with the workshops? No, unless occasionally. 
Who is the Foreman of Works? Mr. Cahil. 
By Mr. Dillon: The walls you have spoken of as having been repaired have been built 

a great many years, I believe? Yes, a great many years. 
Is it not the fact that the prisoners and free people get from that garden the use of 

the vegetables just the same as they do from the other, or prisoners' garden? Yes, the prisoners 
and free overseers. 

What men have been sent to the garden from the Engineer's Department have been 
sent on Mr. Ormsby's requisition? Yes, on his signature. 

Can you state to me any case of the favoritism you have alluded to? I said just 
no w - 

Can you state one single instance? I could state many if I had kept a memorandum. 
Tell me the name of any one person? I will tell you-Keogh; after reporting him 

three times to the Superintendent - 
You got no redress? No. He was taken before the Visiting Magistrate; Mr. Ormsby 

gave him a recommendation, and the man was dismissed. 
Mr. Ormsby gave him a character? Yes. 
And because Mr. Ormsby gave the man a good character the Visiting Magistrate 

dismissed him? Very likely it was for that. 
Have you a doubt that it was for that? I know he was a useful man. 
Just answer the question, if you please-Have you any doubt that it was because 

Mr. Ormsby thought it his duty to give that man a good character that the Visiting 
Magistrate dismissed the case? I do not know what his motives might be. 

Can you name any other instance of favoritism? Yes. 
What is the name of the party? There was a man of the name of Paddy Murray; 

he was in the workshop, and I took him up on a charge of abusing the overseer; lie was 
sent back again, and the result was, when he came back one of them drew a knife and 
stabbed the other. 

How long ago was this? Three or four years ago. 
Was there any inquiry about that at the time? No, I do not think so; for I took the 

man before Mr. Ormsby for abusing his overseer, and he was dismissed, and the result was 
that he stabbed him. 

What was the other man's name? He was a sub-overseer. 
What was his name? I cannot say. He was a real good character, for he was hanged 

since, if I do not mistake. 
What reason did Mr. Ormsby assign for not punishing this man? That I cannot say. 
He assigned no reason that you can give? No. 
You brought this man up on a formal complaint to Mr. (Jrmsby? Yes. 
What did he do? He cautioned him. 
Did he refuse to punish him? He did not punish him. 
What was the complaint you made against this man? I complained of Murray for 

abusing the sub-overseer and using threatening language, and when he returned Murray 
stabbed the sub-overseer. 
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ltIr,'i'. Easton. 301. Were you over dismissed from the service by Colonel Barney? No. 
302. Were you over under his orders? Yes. 

Nay, 303. Were you dismissed by him ? No, never. 
Was there any complaint made of you to Colonel Barney on any occasion? None; 

never in my life; I believe Colonel Barney can certify to that. 
By the Clzairnian: You have spoken abut indulgencies being obtained by the prisoners, 

and brought in some mode or other to the island; I presume you mean by some of the boats 
that come to the island ? I must think nothing else. 
306 In what mode do these indu]geneies reach the island--how do they come, and in what 
boats? There are so many come to and go from the island, back and forward, that I am 
not prepared to answer; whether it is by the men that bring the rations to the island, or 
whether it is by the police boat or the visitors' boat, I cannot answer. 

l)id you ever see anything come in the visitors' boat? Not to my knowledge. 
Or in young Mr. Ormsby's boat? No; I do not remember anything coming to the 

island. 
You have spoken of indulgeneics coming to the island; now, do you know of any- 

thing going from the island, in the way of presents, or anything of that kind ? Well, 
I have seen some things leaving the island; I cannot exactly say what-poultry, vegetables, 
and many things. 

In what boat or boats? In the police boat. 
In what other boat? I think in Chandler's boat, the man that supplies us with every 

thing of that sort. 
Were these things sent to Chandler? They were given over to Chandler to be taken 

to Sydney; but what I have seen was in the police boat-vegetables. 
You have said poultry-what kind of poultry? All kinds of poultry. There have 

been young poultry, ducks, and different things from time to time taken in that police boat. 
In what quantity? I should say half a dozen, eight, ten, or twelve there might he, 

altogether. 
For instance, of turkeys? No. I have seen sonic of them going over, but not such a 

number of them. There might be one or two of them. 
There may have been six, eight, ten, or twelve chickens sent over at a Lime? Yes. 
Or ducks? Yes. 
Sent over to Sydney? I do not know where they went. 
Vegetables? Yes. 
In the police boat-how often have you seen that? If I must speak certainly, I have 

only seen it twice. 
Within what period ? Within the last twelve months. 

822. Who sent them? I am not aware; the prisoner always brought them down to the boat. 
023. What prisoner-was it the prisoner employed in the office of the Superintendent? 
Yes, this man Keogh. 

How was he employed at this time? He was employed by the Superintendent. 
Keogh brought these things down to the boat, and they went away? Yes. 
Do you know to whom they went? No. 
Has there been any transmission of that kind lately? Not of late days. 
Within the last three or four months? No; I should say not within the last ten or 

twelve months. 
Has Chandler taken away any poultry, or things of the kind you have described? I am 

not always there when the boat comes in, and I cannot say. 
.330. At what time does his boat come in? At eight, nine, or ten o'clock. 

At what time does it go away? About half an hour after. 
What things has he taken away? I cannot state. 
Have you ever seen him take any thing away? I cannot prove that I did. 
Can you say that you did? No; but I have seen him bring many things. 
What quantity and kind of vegetables have you seen taken away; have you seen any 

great quantity? I cannot say exactly; as much as a large basket would contain. 
By Mr. Dillon: You have said you have seen this twice within twelve months? Yes, 

I think so; if I said more I think I would be something right. 
The things you have seen landed have been taken possession of by the Inspector of 

Police, and by him have been sent up to the office-do I understand you to say so? The 
Inspector is not always there. 
:388. Or the serjeant? Yes. 
.339. Have you not seen these things taken possession of by one or other of them, and by 
them sent up to the Superintendent? Yes; the police, of course, were present, but I was 
speaking of the man who took them up. 

Have you sent poultry off the island ? Yes. 
By the Chairman: To whom have you sent them ? I have made presents of them 

whatever I have sent. 
Poultry brought up by yourself? Yes. 
By Mr. jlfereweflier: Whatever you have sent you have made presents of; do you 

mean to say that others who have sent them have not done the same? I am not prepared 
to say. 

APPENDIX 
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APPENDIX. 

To the Honorable the Commissioners of the Cockatoo Island Inquiry. 

Spclney, Wi November, 1857. 
Honorable Sirs, 

I respectfully acquaint you that I find it impossible to do justice to Mr. Ormsby 
without my thus trespassing on your forbearance. 

1 solicit then, gentlemen, that you will be pleased to give mc a written memorandum of the 
charges which, acting for Mr. Ormsby, I am to meet. 

And I ask your leave to inquire whether the various things hitherto disposed of by previous 
inquiries are now to be reopened, or may I conclude that Mr. Ormsby need not enter on these transac-
tions which have been examined into and dealt with by the Government or its officers previously to the 
present inquiry. 

I earnestly solicit you will allow Mr. Taylor, the Assistant Superintendent, to assist me before 
your Board in referring to details and answers to the evidences as being given, which, if the charges 
were classified, could have been easily done, but which it now embarrasses and incapacitates me from 
doing my duty, by the excitenient and hurry of these references, and- disarrangement of my papers, 
which attends my own personal efforts to refer to the points in question from amongst the mass of 
written matter (given as my instructions) at one and the same instant of time that I am endeavouring 
to take notes of the evidence as well as to watch the deportment of the witnesses. 

I have, &c., 
JOHN DILLON. 

TJIURSDA V. 5 NO VEMBER, 1857. 

Xftflt :- 

SIR W. W. BURTON, KNT., IN THE 

E. C. MEREWETITIER, ESQ. I CAPT. E. W. WARD. 

Mr. Ormsby, 
1r. Dillon. 

Mr. William Augustine Cab ii, was called in and examined, as follows 

By the Chair-man: Do you hold an office upon Cockatoo Island? Yes. M. w 4 A. 
What is it? Senior Foreman of Works. CahiJ 

Uuder.Captain Mann? Yes. 
How long have you been on the island? Six years, less about two mouths-I shall be 5  Nov., 1S4  

six years, if 1 live until the 29th of December, on it. 
'5. Did you know any prisoner named Ferry on the island? Yes. 
A pugilist? Yes, I believe so. 
Did you know another of the name of Sinclair? Yes. 
Also of the same profession? Yes. 
Were they in any of the working gangs under you? Yes; one working at the forge, 

under my direction-that was inclair; he was in the blacksmiths' shop. 
I:Iow long was be at work there? I cannot exactly say; I believe nearly twelve months. 

It. What became of him then? I am not certain whether lie went to a ticket-of-leave, or 
whether he got into the convict department. 
Perry-was be ever employed under you ? Yes, up to the last time that he was upon 

the island; but this has been his second time on the island. - 
Was lie under you all the that time? Yes, I think he was. 
The last time, what was he? He was under my direction, working as a sort of rough 

carpenter. 
Was he removed from that employment at all ? Not on the last occasion. 
On the first occasion? My memory is not very correct about that; but I know this, 

that he was in the convict department. 
You mean by that that he was employed in some other way upon the island? - Yes; 

not in the Engineer's Department. 
Are you aware of there having been any sparring matches on the island between these 

two men? I have heard of such things, but I have never Cecil them ; I never attended the 
camp once the business of the day was done. 

You were never present at any such match? Never. - 
Did you know at the time that a match of the kind was going on in the camp? Not of 

my own knowledge; I heard of it. 
Did you hear of it at the time the sparring match was going on in the camp? I heard 

there was a match there. 
More than one? I cannot say that I heard there was more than one-I cannot say 

positively. 
I now wish to ask you respecting a cedar plank said to have been taken from the 

stores of the Egiueer's Department-do you know anything of that circumstance? Yes, 
perfectly well. 

Will you sfate what those circumstances were? On one of those days when the men 
were at dinner-about one or two o'clock- 

How long ago? I think I should refer to some memorandum to find it.. (The witne8.s 
refem.,.ed to a memorandum book) At all events, not very long before Spencer left the 
island-I do not know that I have got the date exactly-but that the occurrence did take 
place is quite certain. I cannot say that Spencer was the man who took it, but it was he 
I suspected. 
There was a man on the island named Spencer? Yes. 

* 17-Y 27. 
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Mr...W. A. 27. What was he? A carpenter. 
Oshil. 24. flow was lie employed? He was generally employed for the Engineer's Department, but 

upon certain occasions Mr. Thomas allowed him to Mr. Ormsby. 
5 Nov., 18.51. 29. Were those occasions frequent? They were. 

For how long a period? Perhaps for a day or two at a time. 
You, mentioned his name just now in connection with a cedar plank? He was the man 

suspected of taking it. 
Was he at that time working for Mr. Ormsby? He was. 

3. How did you miss it-you say it was between one and two o'clock? The planks were in 
the yard when the men were turned out to dinner. They were all placed in such a way that 
one could not be taken without being missed. Directly I came from dinner I missed two 
planks from the heap; I lookcd round the yard, and could not see them, but I observed foot-
marks over the wall that led to Mr. Ormsby's place. 
31. To what part? To tha garden. . I reported it to Mr. Thomas; whether he reported it 
immediately to Captain Mann I could not say; but he spoke of it to Mr. Ormsby when he 
came home. 
Was Mr. Ormsby on the island at the time? No; he was at Sydney on that day. 
When did Mr. Ormsby return? Some time in the evening, and, I believe, the following 

day Mr. Ormsby made a search for the cedar through his yard, and returned it. 
That is the circumstance of the cedar to which reference has been made? Yes. 
Have you anything else to say in connection with that? No, I have nothing to say in 

connection with it. 
By üap fain Ward: You said just now that Mr. Thomas often allowed Spencer to work 

for Mr. Ormsby? Yes. 
Can you tell us the description of work for which he was allowed? For carpenter's and 

and joiner's work-anything he could do for Mr. Ormsby. 
Do you consider that it was for Mr. Ormsby's private work? I believe so; I cannot 

positively say. 
Do you know what work he did-do you know whether it was Mr. Ormsby's private work 

or not? I believe it was some work for Mr. Ormsby's residence. 
You do not know that? No. 

44 The house belongs to Government does it not? Yes. 
You do not know whether it was private work, or the repair of the house? I cannot 

say whether he was employed on furniture or on the repair of the house. 
Was Spencer obtained by requisition? No. 
Was it by a requisition made to the Engineer's Department? Not in the official way 

that requisitions are made. 
Was it as a matter of favor or of duty he was granted? As a matter of favor, I con-

sider, when it does not come through a requisition. 
Did it rest upon Mr. Thomas to refuse or to grant it, as he chose? Certainly. I do not 

know that Mr. Thomas had the power to grant it. 
Mr. -Thomas was not bound to send a man to Mr. Ormsby upon his order? No. 

51, Then it was left to Mr. Thomas' discretion ? Yes, I believe it was left to Mr. Thomas' 
option, and I believe he exceeded his power, for I do not think he had the right to grant it. 
52. When this man was so lent, do you know how he was paid for? I do not think at the 
time he was charged on the books; he was struck off the public works, to the best of my 
recollection. That can be proved, however, for I have the greater portion of the dates. 
(Te witness referred to his nlomoranduTn boolc :- " Spencer at work for the Superintendent, 
Saturday, May 10. Tuesday, May 20, per order of the Resident Engineer") 
53.. Was he struck off the public works as far as his pay was concerned? I think to the best of 
my recollection he was. 
Do you think, as a general rule, he was struck off the works? Yes. 
Do you know how he was paid, or whether he was paid at all? During that time not 

to my knowledge. 
-From any other public funds? I am not aware. 
By the (hair man: Are you acquainted with the Superintendent's quarters-his house-

you know the form of his house, and the accommodation? I know the exterior, I am not 
very well acquainted with the interior. 
The garden? I have been through the garden. 

.59. It is extensive, is it not? Yes. 
And must have cost a great deal of labor in making it? No doubt it has. 
In what manner has that garden been cultivated? By prison labor, of course. 
You are aware that a gardener is allowed to Mr. Ormsby for the cultivation of the 

garden? Yes. 
A gardener? Yes. 
Is one gardener sufficient for the cultivation of that garden, or have more been employed? 

I cannot speak very correctly upon that, but I believe pne gardener is scarcely sufficient to 
do what is requisite. 
Are there not many walls in the garden? There are a great many-at least the extent 

is very considerable; they are very thick, and are built of loose rubble stone. 
Would they have taken great labor to accomplish? Yes. 
And many men? Yes. 
Did you ever see any of them built.? I have seen breaches in them-breaches that have 

been caused by bad weather. 
What has been the consequence? Perhaps twenty men at a time have been taken to 

repair them. 
How was that done? By requisitions to our department. - 
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I am speaking of Mr. Ormsby's private garden? I t1'ink they are all Mr. Ormsby's Mr. W. A. 

private garden. 
Cahil. 

I speak of the one which is unequivocally so-the one round his house-what use is 
 

made of the vegetables out of that garden? Some of them are distributed among the free 5 Nov., 1857. 

people, such as cabbages. 
Is it his custom to distribute them every day, or so long as they are in season? 

Generally they get a sufficiency of them. 
Are any of them given to the prisoners? I believe the prisoners are accustomed to get 

vegetables. - 
Was there a great quantity of poultry kept? Yes, I believe a large quantity. 
What became of them? I cannot say; they have disappeared. 
Up to what period were there a large quantity kept? Some months since; to the time 

there was all order made to throw the waste homminy into the water. 
Since that a number have disappeared? Yes. 
Had that any connection with the disappearance of the homniiny? I do not know whether 

it had anything to do with the disappearance of the homminy, but it has had with the dis-
appearance of the fowls. 

There have been less kept since that time? Yes. 
Perhaps you are aware that by the regulations the Superintendent way keep four much 

goats and thirty head of poultry, and each free officer two milch goats and twenty head of 
poultry? I think I have heard something to that effect; but if a free officer feeds his 
poultry himself, is there any objection to his keeping any quantity? 

B1 Captain Wirrl: Did Mr. Ormsby exceed the number allowed by the regulations? 
I shoald be rather inclined to think he has had something more than thirty. 
What became of this poultry when it was diminished? I cannot tell you. 
You know nothing about it? Certainly not. They have been sent to Sydney or dis-

posed of. I cDuld not tell you how Mr. Ormsby disposed of his own property. 
You may know? I have no knowledge. 
With reference to the repair of the walls of the garden-when a requisition is sent to 

Mr. Thomas, is it generally understood that he is lustified in acceding to this requisition? 
It was customary for Mr. Thomas' authority to be limited. Any weighty matter requiring 
serious consideration Mr. Thomas is not to act upon till Mr. Mann has seen it. 
Would Mr. Mann grant such a requisition? He has, frequently. 
Then, if Mr. Ormsby's garden wall had fallen down from rain, when a requisition was 

sent to Mr. Thomas he would have been justified in refusing to grant it? Captain Mann 
has given his consent to do so. 
Often? Yes. 
In that case how are the men paid? From the Engineer's Department. 
You still kept him on check? Yes; the time they are at work is marked down as being 

expended on the convict department. 
Then who pays? Captain Mann. 
As belonging to the works on Cockatoo? Yes. 

94 You are quite sure of that? Yes. 
You are quite sure the Visiting Magistrate does not pay for it on account of the penal 

establishment? I never heard of it. 
You are the foreman of works on Captain Mann's department-have you seen some of 

these men charged in his pay list ? I have no doubt they were. 
By M. Merewether: Do you return them as employed by you? No; they are not 

immediately under my control, but under the control of another foreman, and he returns the 
time. They are paid, but the time is marked against the convict department. 

By Captain Wird: Were they paid on account of the Dry Dock or of the penal estab-
lishment? I cannot correctly answer to that. 

B, the Chaiiman: Is there, not a prisoners' garden? Yes. 
Are they not taken off in numbers of twenty or thirty for the garden? Never; unless 

for the purpose of repairing breaches in the wall. 
Have you ever known any men to be taken off for the cultivation of the garden? I 

believe there have been a few men, but, if I recollect rightly, there have been requisitions 
sent down on those occasions for men to assist in manuring the garden. 

By Captain Ward: In those cases how are the men paid? In the same manner as I 

have before stated. 
They are kept on your cheek list? No; when these men are given up to Mr. Ormsby 

he pays these men himself. 
They are paid in the same way as the men taken off to repair Mr. Ormsby's house are 

paid, that is, they are not paid by the Engineer's Department? They are not paid by the 
Engineer's Department. 

Bq the Chairman: Did you not say just now that both gardens were Mr. Ormsby's? 
I meant those gardens round his own place-there are four or five enclosed by one wall. 
There is a garden down by the military barracks; that is called the prisoners' garden. I 
think there is also a garden for the military. 
(6. By Captain Ward: Are the prisoners allowed to work in this garden? There are none 

else to work. 
07. Are they taken off in the same way as the men for Mr. Ormsby's garden? I have seen 

eut one man or two there. 
Has i\'lr. Ormsby ever allowed any prisoner to be taken off the work to be employed in 

the military officers' garden ? I cannot say. 
Has Captain Mann ever allowed the men to go off the work to that garden? I do not 

recollect that they were ever applied for. 
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Mr. W. A. 110. How is the military officers' garden cultivated? I believe by the military themselves. 
Cahul. 111. Does Captain illanu allow the men to go off the works to manure that garden? Not 
,-----., that I am aware. 
5 Nov., 1857. 112. How is that other garden manured? Sometimes Mr. Ormsby's men come down to 

assist. 
Then the men taken off the works for Mr. Ormsby's garden sometimes go down to the 

other garden to assist in manuring it? These are the men attached to Mr. Ormsby's own 
place. 

His own servant? As they may be called-his servants, I suppose they are; they are 
chiefly about his place. They are sometimes brought down to the prisoners' garden to assist. 

Are they servants allowed by the regulations, so far as you know them? Ibelieve they 
are; they are men who have not been for a long time on the works. They are attached to 
his place. 

Then, when Mr. Orrnsby has obtained prisoners from off the works to manure the 
garden, have they been exclusively applied to the garden round his house, or have they been 
applied to the prisoners' garden also? I believe exclusively to the gardens round his house; 
they may have been removed to the prisoners' garden sometimes. 

They have been applied to the special cultivation of his own vegetables? Yes, to his 
own vegetables, and those of the free people. 

By the Chairman: You h'e spoken of manuring-where does it come from; what 
manure is there upon the island? At one time the damaged grain that remained in the 
siloes was used. 

has that been disposed of? All that was saleable has been disposed of. 
And the rest? A great portion still remains in the siloes. 
Is it still applied for manure? I cannot say whether it has been lately; I know it was 

at one time. 
Are there any cattle or pigs on the island? Nothing, unless goats. 
Then there is nothing to form manure-is manure Irought to the island? The cess- 

pools are the only supply. 
The men's privies, in fact? Yes. 
By ifr. Mei'.wethe,: With regard to the man Spencer-was he often allowed to be off 

the works.. You are specially in charge of the shop, and this man was specially under you? 
Yes. 

How oft.en-twice a week, once a week, once a fortnight? It might not happen twice 
a week, but once a fortnight, or three weeks, or perhaps sometimes in a month. 

Did he go out as he stood, or did he take tools with him? He took tools. 
What class of to. Is? Carpenter's. 

129. What kind? Perhaps saws, chisels, hammers-any tools necessary for the work he had 
to do. 

Did lie ever indicate what sort of work he was going about? No. 
lIe was at liberty to take what tools lie pleased, and you had no means of knowing 

what work he was going about ;-bad lie any requisition; did the requisition say that he was 
to take up tools suitabl for making chairs, or for mending or making doors? I am speaking 
of his going on Mr Ormsby's order without a requisition. 
132 You wdre told by Mr. Thomas to let him go and take what tools he pleased? Yes. 

Had you reason to suppose that he was going to be employed on Mr. Ormsby's.business, 
or on public business ;-was there anything that led you to suppose he was going to be employed 
on private work-did he take beading planes, chisels, mnorticc-chisels? I cannot call 
correctly to mind; but I believe he had been fitting up cupboards or presses in Mr. Ormsby's 
house for a portion of the time. 

Do you know whether he was in the habit of making chairs? T do not. 
Or other articles of furniture? I heard so; but I do not know it of my own know-

ledge. 
Did he take tools fitted for such work? lIe could do it with the tools he took. 
You were responsible for the tools he took, were you not? Yes. 

134. You had some idea then of the tools he took? They were of different kinds. 
Were they tools suited for mending doors, or were they such tools as beading planes7  

morticing-chisels? Yes-they would do for general work. 
Generally useful tools? Yes. 
A beading plane would not be wanted for mending a door? They were tools used for 

general work. 

112. Were there other mechanics besides Spencer taken off the works? I believe there were, 
-sometimes. 
143. To.what purpose were they put-have you any idea? I have. 
144 What were they? Plasterers. 
145. Were they frequently taken off? I cannot say they were. 
14L What class of people were they principally? Plasterers and masons. 
147 Not carpenters? Plasterers and masons as well as carpenters. Spencer is the man 
who was priiicipally employed about Mr. Ormsby's house. 

Had the frequency with which these men were taken away the effect of impeding the 
works you had charge of? Well, they did not promote its expedition, that is certain. 
Spencer has been employed both with and without a requisition. 

What time were they absent when they were taken away-a day, or half a day ? 
Frequently a day; sometimes two days. 
150 Do you know the state of repair of -Mr. Ormsby's house-is it in such a bad state as 
to require it man to be there once or twice a week? I know the roof has been in a bad state 
of repair, and that it has.  been e-shing1ed. 

151. 
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Were the tools required for re-shingling? No; he was never employed for work of Mr. W. A. 
that kind. It was for inside work he was required. - 
152. If the house required such constant repair, it must be in a very bad state? I do not  
know that it did; I cannot say what the work was. Z. . 5 Nov., 185 

I may assume that he was not engaged in repairing the house? I do not know how he 
was employed. 

The reason I press you upon the point, is, that I believe you are aware how he was 
employed? On my honor and word I do not. I have been a great stranger to Mr. Ormsby's 
house I assure you. 

By the Chairman: I hope you are not afraid to tell? Not I. I have nothing to fear 
from any one. I defy either Mr. Orrnsby or Captain Mann to bring a charge against me 
that would injure me. 

By Mr. Merewether: You said just now that ywi had seen fowls leaving the island? 
No, I did not say that I had seen them leaving the island, but that I had missed them from 
the island. I said that I had seen great quantities there some time ago, and that they had 
disappeared; I learned that they went to Sydney by the boat. 

You did not see them? I never saw them. 
Do you reside on the island? Yes. 
May I ask the position of your residence? Almost at the rear of Mr. Ormsby's 

premises, looking up the Parramatta River; about the most remote part from the police 
station. 

You confine yourself to your own business without seeing what is going on on the 
island? I confine myself to my, own business. 

I judge from your replies that you take no notice of what is going on, except as 
concerns your particular business? I take no notice of what is going on, and seldom inter-
fere with anything but my own business. 

Cross-examined by Mr Dillon: Was not Spencer allowed to go out to any other officer 
who might require him, in the same way as to Mr. Ormsby? That depended upon whether 
Mr. Thomas would let him go or not. 

Has he not, in point of fact, been allowed to go to other free officers besides Mr. 
Ormsby? If he has it must have been a very unfrequent occurrence, for I have heard 
nothing of it. 

You do not recollect the fact? I do not recollect it. 
Are not all requisitions sent to Captain Mann, and not to Mr. Thomas? They are 

directed to the Civil Engineer. 
Do you happen to recollect whether Spencer repaired the paling about Mr. Ormsby's 

premises, and also put up the pigeon-boxes. I have no recollection of his repairing the pigeon-
boxes, I believe he was employed to repair some paling. 

What sort of boards were thoseyou spoke of awhile ago—were they good boards, or 
worthless—what do you suppose might have been their value? They were boards about ten 
feet long and twelve inches wide—what we call cedar boards ; there were two of them. 

What do suppose might be the value of them? The value of cedar at the time, Ii 
suppose, would be about sixpence a-foot; or ten shillings.for the two boards. 

Were they sound boards? Yes, they were. 

Mr. Henry Broderick was called in and examined, as follows 

By the Chairman: You are in the Engineer's Department on Cockatoo Island? Yes. Mr. H. 
What post do you hold? I am foreman of mechanical engineers up to the present. Broderiek. 

moment. 
For what period of time have you filled that office? Four years. 5 Nov., 1857. 
You have particular charge of the mechanical department? Yes. 
And of the prisoners working in that branch? Yes. 
Were the prisoners assigned to you for that purpose kept constantly at work, or were they 

occasionolly moved for other purposes? They were occasionally moved, but very seldom. 
Tell us for what purpose, and by what authority? Whenever they were required on 

other parts of the work an application was made to me for their assistance for the time being. 
Whenever they were required for the penal department a requisition used to be sent to the 
Engineers office, and an inquiry was made of me whether they could he spared forhe time 
being. 

That is when they were required to be employed on another branch of the public works? 
Yes, on the penal establishment. 
Do you know of any of these mechanics having been taken off for private purposes? 1 

am not aware. 

I hold in my hand a paper of the 5th of October, in which there is a letter with 
reference to Cockatoo Island. I refer you particularly to paragraph 7, and ask you if 
you know of the circumstance to which that relates—namely, the men in a body leaving 
the works? (The witness re/erred to the letter) Yes, I remember one occasion parti-
cularly; it was at the time the " Claremont" was discharging machinery at the island. It 
was on Saturday afternoon, and the captain bad spoken to me before dinner, and 
wished to know whether the men could not be employed on Saturday afternoon in 
discharging, as he wished to get away? I said I would make arrangements for that 
purpose. Accordingly I gave instructions to the foreman to acnuaint the Superintendent 
that the men would be required to work after dinner that day. I should have before said 
that it is customary for the men to leave their work at an earlier hour on Saturday, and that 
only a portion of the men, a certain number of the gangs were required for this work. I was 
walking up and down with the captain on the. wharf waiting for the men to come, when I 

"17—Z saw 
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Mr. H. 
saw a number of them coming down the hill apparently to come to work as usual. The last 

Broleriek, gang that was near the camp all at once appeared to turn back, and there was a sudden 
stoppage among all the men of the other gangs. Those that were upon the works, seeing 

Nov., ISI, the others moving towards the camp, also turned round and walked up the hill. I said to 
the captain, " I wonder what this means; I will go and speak to Mr. Ormusby upon the 
matter" I met Mr. Ormsby on the liii!, and asked him what the meaning of that was. 
He said they had refused to work—" What can I do in the matter ?" fin said lie would 
take the names down of those who refused to work, and all he could do, as I understood, was 

to bring them before the Visiting iagistrate. 
It. Did the men actually go to work th it day? They did not. 
12. Then they were not sent to their work at all ; they escaped that time? Yes. 
13 Do you know what steps were taken against them ? I heard the names of the ring- 

leaders were taken down. 
They were not on that occasion obliged to go to work? No; no further steps were 

taken on that day. 
That was Saturday afternoon, when there was ordinarily a respite from labor? Yes; 

they usually leave off at two o'clock on Saturday. 
So that sending them to work at that tune was so far an infringement of their usual 

custom, and what they might consider their right ? Yes. 
For the purpose of accommodating the captain of 'the " Claremont"? Yes; it was to 

assist him in getting away. 
It was for his convenience, and not for the benefit of the public service ? It was more 

for his convenience. 
T presume it did not signify to the department whether the vessel were discharged on 

Saturday or on Monday? No. 
By Captain Ward : Did Mr. Ormsby report the circumstance to the Viaiting Magis- 

trate? I am not aware personally. 
By Mi. Mcrcwethei : You were not called upon to appear against them? Yes, in one 

ease I was called upon. 
In connexion with this given instance? Yes There was a party pointed out to me by 

Mr. Ormsby upon the hill, and he said he believed be was inducing the men not to go to 
work. I was called upon on that occasion to give evidence. 

He was brought before the l.olice Magistrate, and you were summoned to appear against 

him ? Yes. 
21. By Captain Ward: And the Visiting Magistrate dealt with the case? Yes. 
25 Do you think Mr. Ormsby on this Saturday afternoon did all he was justified in doing 
so far as expediting the public service was concerned? 1 think, perhaps, more might have 
been done upon that occasion. I do not suppose Mr. Ormsby was aware at the tinie whether 
it would he an advantage to the public service or not; but I think some other steps might 

have been taken to have forced the men. 
What steps would you have taken if you had been in Mr. Ormsby's place? I think I 

should have called out the military guard, and then have appealed to the men to know how 
many of them would volunteer to go to work. I heard some of the men say afterwards that, 
if they had ben asked, a good many of them would have volunteered to have worked at the 
vessel, but that they were called out, and compelled as it were to go to work without being 
asked, and they did n like it, as it infringed upon the time they considered as their own. 

Suppose the men had refused when the guard had been turned out, what could you have 
done—suppose they had refused in a body? In the first place, I believe only a small number 
refused; the men nearest the camp turned back and then the rest followed. 
Assuming that the men still refused after the guard had been turned out, what power 

would Mr. Ormsby have had of making them work? I do not think he would have had any 

power. 
9. Did Mr. Ormsby when they did refuse try to induce them to go to work? Mr. Ormsby 
on that occasion, after they had removed further up the hill, sang out to one of the men—I 

do not know the party's name—" Will you not go to w
ork_to-morrow is St. Patrick's Day; 

11 
you shall have no holiday if you don't go to work." He said that to one or two of the 

men individually, I think. 
You think he made all reasonable endeavours to get the men to work? There were one 

or two of the men he called out to, to ask them to go to work. 

By Mereweiher Did he order them to do so? i"o. 

You did not hear him order them to go to work? No. 
Were you present when the men mustered? No, I was not; I. was upen the work. 
He might have ordered them without your hearing it? Yes; the greater portion of the 

men were going up the hill before I got there. 
By Captain Wird: Would they. have been paid for the work if they had done any? 

Yes. 
How much ? I could not say exactly, but they might have been returned for one or 

two quarter days. 
b7. What would that have brought in money? A penny. 
3. And what in remission of sentence? Nothing. It was said by the prisoners afterwards, 

that if volunteers had been called for there would have been plenty. 

39 By Mr Mejewether: 
You are aware that it is an order to your department that every 

facility shall be afforded for carrying out the works in progress? Yes. 
And it is an order to the convict department to facilitate the operations? Yes. 
And you are at liberty to employ the men after the usual hours? Yes. 

And you do so frequently? Yes. 
It was in pursuance of that understanding and order that you wished to employ the men 

on this occasion? Yes.  
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You have been a long time on the island—what is your opinion of the general discipline Ayr.  H.  
observed among the prisoners? Generally speaking, I think it is pretty good; although as BrOderick. 
I have not been residing on the island until very lately, I have not perhaps been made 
acquainted with so many things as others. 5 Nov. 1857. 

By the (Thai, man : What has been the general conduct of the prisoners when employed 
under you upon the Government works? I have generally found the men willing to work, 
and, generally speaking, they obey orders. Now and then some of them may be a little 
troublesome. 

By Mr. Merewetlier : In this particular case the men did pretty much as they liked—
do you know of any similar case, when it has not been their pleasure to work? I have heard 
of a case, but I do not know it of my own knowledge. 

Your general impression is that the discipline of the island is pretty good, and that the 
men were under control? Yes. 

By the CIz,,i,man Were you ever at a sparring match on the island ? Never. 
You never saw such a thing? No. 
Did Mr Ormsby appear to conduct the busincss of the island by himself or through any 

other person ? Generally by himself. 
He interfered with matters himself, and gave his own orders personally? Yes. 
By Captain Ward: You think he did his best for the public service generally? Yes, 

as far as my observation went. 
By Site Chairman: Have you any reason to impute partiality or favoritism in the 

treatment of the prisoners to him? As to that I could only speak from hearsay. 
M. By Mr. Dil'o Have you experienced any difficulty at any time from hir. Ormsby in 
receiving whatever assistance you required in the discharge of. your duties—has Mr. 
Ormsby assisted you in every wry in his power? I never met with any obstruction from 
Mr. Ormsby in the discharge of my duties. 
5. By Mi'. Ilie,-ewetl, ci' : Has he co-operated with you? I can scarcely comprehend the 
question. 
56. Has lie worked with you for the public good ? We have been so separate I could hardly 
say. If I required anything from \1r. Ormsby to be done I generally sent up a requisition, 
and he has sent down a reply, but it has always been favorable. 
.57. And if he did not comply there was a satisfactory reason assigned? Yes. 

By Mr. Dillon : One of the Commissioners asked you awhile ago with reference to 
these men being sent down by Mr. Ormsby's orders. I think you stated that in the first 
instance you sent up a request to him that the men might be sent down in the afternoon? 
I sent up a foreman of works to say that the men would be required after hours. 
One of the Commissioners asked you would you have thought it a prudent thing for 

Mr. Ormsby to have brought a body of military out to compel these men to work after they 
had refused ? I think lie ought, as Superintendent, to have power to compel the prisoners 
to work if they refused. 
What I mean to ask you is, whether, if you had been in the Superintendent's place, you 

would have brought a body of military among the prisoners to, compel them to work after 
refusing? I do not profess to understand much of prison discipline, or the management of 
prisoners; it would depend 'upon circumstances. 

Mr. John Kelleher was called in, and exmined, as follows 

By the Ultairman: Were you employed by Mr. Mann in the construction of the public Mr. If. 
works on Cockatoo Island? Yes. Kdlleher. 
In what capacity? As Foreman of 'W'orks at the dry dock. 

S. Do you know anything of the circumstances of a number of prisoners leaving the works 5 Nov., 1857. 
contrary to the orders of the overseers, and going to the office of the Resident Engineer in 
a body? Yes; I recollect the circumstance. 
4. What was that circumstance? Some of these men refused to go down to work in the 
mud and water, and others refused to remain out to work. They were told to remain, and 
they went away up to the camp. 
5i What resulted from that? The men that went up to the camp belonged to me, and I 
followed them up and took their names down, as I had an order from the Resident Engineer 
to take their names down, and not to bring them to work again until further orders. I told 
the Superintendent not to send them out till further orders, but the following morning they 
were brought down, and I took them back again. 
By Gaptain W,rd: Was not that matter inquired into by a former Board—by myself 

and Captain Mayne? Yes. 
The Board imagined into this matter and reported upon it? Yes. 
By the (Jitairman: Is there anything else you have to tell us in furtherance of our 

inquiry into the management of the island—Have you anything to complain of as to want 
of assistance rendered by Mr. Ormshy? There appeared to he a misunderstanding. I was 
generallythe medium of communication between the Resident Engineer and Mr. Ormsby 
on those occasions when the men were required to be kept out. Mr. Ormsby was of opinion 
that the communication should not come through me, but in writing from the Engineer's 
Office, and he always complained when I took a message, and thought he had no right to 
act upon it; the Engineer thought otherwise 
The Resident Engineer sent requisitions through you personally? Yes, verbally. 
Instead of through the office, in writing, and Mr. Ormsby objected to this? Yes; I 

recollect on one occasion I took a message, and Mr. Ormsby went himself and removed a 
man who had been kept out, from the engine-house—at least he sent one of the overseers to 
remove hm. 
11 For what purpose was he employed? He was pumping out the dock. 

12. 
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Mr. J. 12. After hours? Yes. 
Keileher. 13. By (Japtain Ward: Was not that circumstance inquired into by a former Board? 

Yes. 
5 Nov., 1857. 14. Was it not reported upon by the Board? Yes; I believe it was. 

By the Chairman: I ask you if you have ever been obstructed by Mr. Ormsby in your 
work? Not except in that manner. 
In fact, these circumstances you relate were rather iaisunderstandngs between Mr. 

Ormsby and Mr. Thomas personally than obstructions of the department? The works were 
obstructed by them, and they frequently caused a great deal of delay. 
They arose from the circumstance that Mr. Thomas would send requisitions informally, 

and that Mr. Ormsby would not attend to what was informal? Yes, if it were informal. 
That was the supposition? Yes. 
Were you ever at a sparring match on the island? No. 
Have you heard of such occurrences? I have heard of them, but have never been 

present. 
By Mi'. Merewether: You have been a soldier, have you not? Yes. 
As to the general discipline of the convicts on the island-do you think that is such as 

they should be subject to? No; if I were in charge of them I would not allow it. 
Was not the discipline lax? Yes, by allowing it. 
By the O/iair,nan: Allowing what? Allowing these sparring matches. 
Was the general discipline of the island good or lax ? If I knew what the regulations 

were I could answer that question better. 
Have you ever been upon any penal establishment before? Yes. I was in the East 

Indies, at Trichinopoly. I was in charge of the penal establishment there. 
Did it ever appear to you that the penal discipline of Cockatoo Island was proper? I 

was always of opinion that that the prisoners were dealt with too leniently-that the discipline 
was not severe enough. 
Do you think that any blame was attachable to the Superintendent, or that there was a 

want of proper instructions? I cannot say. 
Did it appear to arise from want of energy, or from what other circumstance? I could 

not say what it arose from. 
Did Mr. Ormsby seem to want anything of firmness or decision? No. 
Did you ever see an instance where he gave an order and did not insist upon having it 

obeyed? I think he would enforce an order if he gave it. 
He was not a man who would yield-you never saw any wavering or yielding in any 

way? No. 
By ('up fain Ward: Did you ever see the regulations for the government of the island? 

I saw them when I first went upon the island; I glanced at them for five minutes. 
Are not the regulations in the Engineer's office? There is a copy in each office I believe; 

I inquired for them, but I never saw them. 
Whom did you ask for them? Mr. Thomas. 
Did Mr. Thomas refuse to let you see them? He said Captain Mann had them under 

his control. 
By Mr. Mei'ewether : With regard to the discipline of the island, you say it appeared to 

be be lenient; can you instance any case where the discipline appeared to be lax or favorable 
to the prisoners? I thought sometimes when a man was brought up the punishment did not 
seem severe enough. 
When brought up for what? For neglect of work. 
To what do you attribute that-to a general leaning towards the prisoners, or to favor 

to any particular prisoner? To a general leaning towards the prisoners. 
in your opinion there has been an undue leniency towards the prisoners-can you give 

any particular instance? One instance oecurcd to myself, where the prisoners made a report 
against myself; the matter was investigated and the report proved to be false. The matter 
was investigated by the Bench, and the parties who made the charge escaped altogether. 
By Capt wie Ward: Mr. Ormsby was not connected with that? It was proved to be 

false. I was accused of bringing the wife of a prisoner to the island. 
That matter was brought before the Magistrate? Yes. 
It was not dealt with by Mr. Ormsby? These men escaped without punishment. That 

is the principal thing I have to complain of. The charge was proved to be false; but I never 
could find out to this day who the men were that made it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dilln: Are you, or are you not, aware that Mr. Ormsby is 
constantly present during the transaction of business on the island-are you not aware that 
he gets up between five and six o'clock every day, and attends to the business of the island? 
I know he is a very early riser; and when I have had business at the office in the morning 
I have found him there; or, if I have sent up to the house he has come dowmi. 
Have you ever found the slightest .degree of delay in affording you assistance in the 

discharge of your duty ? Whenever I have taken up a man to him, he has supported me; 
and if a charge has been supported against a man, he has dealt with the ease. 
Has he ever been any impediment to you in the discharge of your duty? The only 

thing I complain of is respecting these men who brought a charge against me. 
You have had experience in another penal establishment-as the result of your experience, 

which do you consider morb for the interest of the public, as well as of the Government, a 
violent or comparatively gentle way of dealing with the prisoners? It depends very much 
upon the character of the individual brought forward. 
In a convict establishment like that, do you think it desirable to resort to brute force or 

violence on every occasion? It is necessary sometimes when you have some characters 
brought forward. 

FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, 6 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

Urttnt :— 

SIR W. W. BURTON, KNT., IN THE CHAIR. 

E. C. MEREWETIIER, ESQ, I CAPTAIN E. W. WARD. 

Mr. Ormsby. 
Mr. Dillon. 

Mr. Henry Fitzgerald was called in and examined, as iollows Mr.H. 
B,' the (neuman I believe you are Foreman or \' orks at Cockatoo Island? Yes. Fitzgerald. 
How long have you been employed there? Since the 2nd of February, 1854. 

Tn that capacity? Yes. 6 Nov 1857 
Have you experienced any difficulty from want of discipline among the convicts employed 

under you—have you had any difficulty in carrying on the public service? Yes; on some 
occasions it would be found necessary to take the prisoners up to the office to get them 
punished for insubordination. 4 

To whom did you complain on those occasions? To tue Superintendent. 
Have these complaints been disregarded, or have they been inquired into? On some 

occasions, where the matters complained of were trivial, they would be discharged; in other 
cases, where they were weighty, the prisoners were confined in the cells for the Visiting 
Magistrate to inquire into the charge. 
Have you ever had occasion to complain of Mr. Ormsby for his iriede of treatmen.t when 

you have so complained? No, not generally; on the two last occasions I did not get the 

satisfaction I anticipated. 
What were those cases? One man was detained in the penal department without my 

permission, and I gave notice of it. 
Who was that man? Young; he was a stonemason; he was sent for, and on coming out 

of the gate in the morning he turned to me, in the presence of my brother officers, and said., 
"I am much obliged to you, Mr. Fitzgerald; it may come to my turn yet to do you a good 
office." I took it ironically, and the man partly acknowledged it to be. I took him to Mr. 
Ormsby, and he said he would send him to the cells and leave him there for the decision of 
the Visiting Magistrate. The Visiting Magistrate came on the following \ednesday, and, 
I b&ieve, he was at the cells from that time until the attendance of the Visiting Magistrate, 

when lie was discharged. 
With that decision you were dissatisfied? Yes. 
Mr. Ormsby did his duty in bringing the case before the Magistrate? Yes, and he 

would have sent him to the cells ifI had insisted upon it. 
Wrhat  was the other case? One of longer date, in consequence of one of the men 

eharging me with making false entries in the book in favor of the prisoners that were exempt. 
I had about a score of men working at a difficult employment, and I was directed by Mr. 
Thomas to give them extra encouragement, to the amount of four-pence a day. These men 
were exempt, and their fellow prisoners did not .get so much as those who were exempt, and 
they complained. I brought that before the Visiting i\lagistrate, and at length got a hearing, 

but the case was dismissed. 
That was not owin to Mr Ormshy? No. 
Then, if your complaints did not meet with the decision you thought they deserved, it is 

owing to the Visiting Magistrate, and not to the Superintendent? Yes, it was the Visiting 

Magistrate I felt displeased with. 
1-lave you any complaint to make of the Superintendent's conduct towards you or the 

men under you? None whatever. 1 have personal complaints, as concerns myself and my 
own department, if I am allowed the protection of the Board to make them public. 

Most undoubtedly; and we can tell you, that if any person who gives evidence is visited 
with any displeasure on account of any evidence he may give here, the Board have determined 
that that person shall be dismissed? In one case—and it would be just to mention that—
it was at the instance of Mr. Ormsby, or of the Visiting Magistrate. I had been employed 
as Sergeant of Police on the island, and during that time I think neither Mr. Ormsby nor 
any other person had complained of my conduct, when an opportunity occurred of appointing 
an Inspector; and being the senior officer, I considered I was entitled to the office. When 
I did not get it I was dissatisfied, and would not remain on the island. 

Your complaint on that point is, that Mr. Ormsby or Mr. MLerie did not give you a 
certificate? Mr. Ormsby said Mr. M'Lerie was the gentleman to whom 1 should apply. 

Have you any other personal matter to complain of? No. I left the police on the 
31st of January, and.on the 2nd of the following month was employed on the island, under 
Captain Mann, as soon as he found no person had any claim upon me, at seven shillings a 
day, with the increase. It was with the view of getting the increase I joined that depart-
ment. I do not know whether I am acting right to go into details; for on one occasion I 
was going to petition the Legislative Council for the increase of pay. I went with the 
intention of giving it to Mr. Cowper, when I thought whether I was going to do what was 
proper, and he told me I had better show it to the head of my department. I went to 
Captain Mann, and he told me to rest satisfied, and that when my time came round I should 

not be overlooked. 
Did your petition contain any complaint against the management of Cockatoo? No. 
How long were you in the police? From January, 1851, to 1854. 
During that time you had your eyes sharply about the island, I suppose? During that 

time lhad. - 
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Mr. H. 22. Do you recollect sp.rring matches taking place in the camp, between the convicts? I 
Fitzgerald. have heard of them, but I never saw them. 
r---, 23. You never had the curiosity to go to them? No; I was never in there on such days. 
6 Nov., 1857. 24. In what manner is the police boat used? It is since I left the force that the visitors 

boat has been got up. 
25. The visitors' boat-did you ever see that used in a manner that was improper, not on 
the public service ? When I was first on the polieè, the police did duty as sentry, and one 
boat was continually kept on police duty. 
20. Have you known that boat to be employed on any other than the public service? 
There was another boat that was continually sent to Sydney. 
By Air. lilerewether: You were merely an ordinary constable? At the commencement. 
Were the new regulations then in force-was there a visitors' boat while you were in the 

constabulary? I do not think it bore the name of visitors' boat. The Water l'olice boat 
brought the surgeon and the other gentlemen to the island. I was never in the present 
boat. 

Mr. Charles Dunning was called in and examined, as follows :- 

Mr. 0. 1. By the Uhoirinan: You are Inspector of Police at Cockatoo Island? Yes. 
Dunning. 2. i-low long have been on the island? Five years. 
.-'----- 3. In what capacity? At first as an ordinary constable, at present as Inspector of Police. 
6 Nov., 1857. 4. Were you promoted from constable to inspector at once? Yes; I never was sergeant. 

5. It may, perhaps, be necessary to say that you need be under no apprehension with 
reference to the evidence you may give here. We expect you will tell us the truth, and if 
one resents your doing so, the Board will take care to protect you. Do you remember a mail 
of the name of Gleadall being discharged from the force? Yes. 
6. When was that? I remember his being discharged, but I do not exactly remember the 
month. 
7. About how long ago was it? About six or eight months. 
8. Do you know what he was discharged for? A charge was brought against him for being 
drunk on duty in the boat. 
9. Did you see him at the time of the charge being laid? Yes. 
10. Was he drunk or not? lie was sober. 
11. Who made the charge of drunkenness against him? The Rev. Mr. Kenyon, the Catholic 
Clergyman. 
12. To whom? To me in the first instance, and I reported it to the Superintendent, Mr. 
Orthsby. 
13. What was done with that ease-who heard it? It was taken before the Magistrate. 
14. Was he put in the cells? No; he was taken before the Magistrate. I did not with-
draw him from his duty; he was suspended. 
15. On that charge was he dismissed? Yes. 
16. Did you give evidence that he was not drunk? I did. 
17. Who stated that he was drunk? I did not hear the priest's evidence, but I heard the 
evidence of the Superintendent, and of two other constables who were in the boat. 
18. What evidence did the Superintendent give? That he was sober. 
19. And you gave evidence that he was sober? Yes. 
20. You and two other constables? Yes. 
21. You now state, advisedly, that he was sober? Yes. I read a portion of Mr. Kenyon's 
letter, and he said he was "disgustingly intoxicated, though not drunk." 
22. In your opinion, was he at all intoxicated or drunk? He appeared as if he had been 
drinking, but was quite sober for duty. 
23. Do you make a distinction between being quite sober and quite sober for duty-was he 
entirely sober or not? If a man is fit for duty I consider him sober. 
24. He was not drunk? No. 
25 By (Yap€air Ward: Was he fit for duty? Yes; but the priest required him to with-
draw :fj.Om the bout. 
By the Chairman: He was dismissed? Yes. 
Ws there any reason for his being dismissed; do you think he was treated unjustly? 

I could not say that. 
28 Did you not think it unjust for him to be dismissed for drunkenness when you swore he 
was not drunk? I think it was a curious thing. 
29 Can you find any reason why he was unjustly treated? During the time be was in the 
force-he asked for the regulations. 
Whom did he ask? Myself, and I applied for them. 
To whom? To the Superintendent. 
Did yOu get them? No. 
Have you any copy of the regulations? I have of the old regulations. 
Not of the new? Not of the new. 

35 When did you apply to Mr. Ornisby for a copy of the regulations? On three different 
occasions. 
And he never furnished you with them? No, not with the new. - 
Gleadall had asked you to be allowed to look at the regulations; you had applied to Mr. 

Ormsby for them, and they had not been given? They were not given 
Are you the head of the police on the island? I am considered so to be, but, according 

to the regulations I have at present to go by, I have merely the charge of the police under 
the Superintendent's control. 
O. The, djmise,I of G1eadll from the police was Mr. North's act? Yes. 

40. 
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The Superintend ga'eevic1ence for the man ? Yes, in his favor. 
Mr. C. Do you attribute his dismissal to Mr. Ormshy? It was suspected among the force. Dunning. 

Do you yourself consider or believe that AIr.. Ormsby was the cause of his dismissal f & \  
seeing that he gave evidence in favor of the man? I know that Mr. Ormsby personally 

6 Nov., 1857. disliked the man. 

You heard him give evidence in his favor before the Magistrate? Yes, on that occasion. 
You know Mr. Ormsby disliked the man-why do you suppose that he obtained his 

dismissal ? From my own observation. I have seen the Superintendent with the Catholic 
Clergyman; they have been talking together, and I have suspected they were talking about 
the matter, and that he might have influenced the priest to bring the charge against the 
man 

You did not hear what he said to the priest, but you thought Mr. Ormsby disliked the 
man, and you suspected that he influenced the priest to bring forward this charge? Yes 
Suspicion is part of the police character, but unfounded Suspicion should not be the par 

of any mans-is the only ground you have for suspicion what you have stated? Yes. 
You saw Mr. Ormsby speak to Mr. Kenyon, and you suspected that lie was inducing i\r. Kenyon to bring this charge? Yes. 

8. And yet, when the charge was made, Mr. Ormsby gave his evidence in favor of Gleadall? 
Yes. 

49. That is the whole of the case? Yes. 
0. Have you any reason to suppose that Mr. Ormsby had any objection to produce the 
regulations when you repeatedly requited him to do so? Have you the new regulations 
here? 

Yes? Then, if you compare the second paragraph of the new with the second paragraph 
of the old regulations, you may see the reason. You will see that Mr. Ormsby has no con- 
trol over the police under the.new regulations. (capn Wa tai i  d read the regulations.) 
Have these regulations which have now been read been seen 
m by you before? Yes; I 

read the once at the Superitteudcnt'a oce. 
Was it upon some application made by you that you did see them? Yes. 
Were you .in fict acquainted with the regulations? Yes. 
You knew the tenor of them ? Yes. 

6. You knew from the tenor of them that you were under the orders of the Visiting Magis-
trate? Yes. 

Then in what respect were you ignorant of these regulations? I wished to produce 
them to the police 

In fact you had not a copy? Yes. I never had a copy; I never have had a copy given 
me to this day. 
59. Have you applied for a copy? Yes. 

When did you see the regulations? It was immediately after the inquiry in 1855. 
By Captain Waic?: 

These regulations say you are under the orders of the Visiting 
Magistrate-was not he the proper person to apply to for a óopy of the regulations? I did 
apply to the Visiting Magistrate afterwards. 
And you applied to Mr. Ormsby as well ? Yes, on three different oecasion, and I after-

wards applied to the Visiting Magistrate. 

What did be say? He said the regulations were that I was to attend to the instructions 
of the proper authority. 
Did he give-you the proper authority? No. 

65 Did he give you his reason for declining? No. 
66. Did Mr Ormsby give you a reason for declining to furnish you with the regulations? 
Yes; he always said he would give them when they had been revised, but that they reqaired 
revision. . . . 

They had been revised by the Board, had they not? Yes; but he said they required 
further revision; as they are at present they are quite obsolete. 
68. Both the Visiting Magistrate and Mr. Ormsby declined to give you the regulations when 
you applied for them ?.. That was the answer given to me-that I was to obey the proper 
authority. 
By .M'. Merewctlier: But he did not tell you who the proper authority was? No. 
He made no further comment? No further comment. 
When did Mr. Ormsby shew you the regulations-was it after you had applied three 

times? No, in the first instance, when the regulations came out lie shewed me. 
So that you were aware from the first that the police were under your orders? Yes; 

and for that very reason the police wanted the new regulations. I also think my duties are 
laid down in the island regulations as well as the others, and the island regulations were 
never in the possession of the police. 
By the Giwil man : Did you ever know any man to be punished, directly or indirectly, 

for having asked to see the, regulations? I do not know any case at present, except it may 
be Gleadall's. . 
If that were the ease? If that were the ease. 
By Mr. Mcrewcter: Did Mr. Ormsby refuse or decline to let you see the regulations? 

He refused to give them to me; he did not decline to let me see them. 
He refused to give you a copy? Yes....... 

What would have been the result if he had given you a copy? I should think the result 
would have been that I should have had charge of the men myself. I would have taken 
upon myself the charge of the men. 
And not having the regulations you did not take charge of them? Yes. 
You still treated them as under Mr. Ornishy's orders? Yes. 
Even after the regulations were promi.ilgated? Yes; on aCcount of not having the new 

regulations I acted under the old, and always considered myself under Mr. Ormsby's orders. 



338 

06 
APPENDIX TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

1r. ü. 
81. Had anything else occurred to create any dislike to Gleadall besides this asking for the 

Dunning. regulations? A circumstance occurred at the North Shore on the Anniversary Day, 26th 
January, 186. The Clerk of Petty Sessions and the dispenser of the island were there 

6 Nov., 1857. 
upon the spree; they had been drinking, and two of my men were assaulted; tile consequence 

was that they were brought to Court at Parramatta. 
State the circumstances ? 

Mr. Ormsby made a great objection to the matter being 

brought forward at all. 
By the Chairman : How do you know that ? Because I was present when the men 

went to get leave to take a summons out. 
Who were the men assaulted by? By the dispenser. 
Who was with him ? Mr. Taylor, the Clerk of Petty Sessions. 

86 Mr. Taylor and the dispenser were together osi the North Shore ? 
Yes; they were 

fighting, and the police interfered. 
87. flow did the police get there ? They took them over in the guard-boat, and they went 

over afterwards to fetch them back. 
8. When they went back they found them fighting? They did not find them fighting, but 

they heard screams. 
Will you state the circumstances more particularly ? I was on leave myself that day. 

90. How did you hear of the ease ? I heard of it from the general talk of the island. 
You did not know it yourself? No; I was on leave that day. 
However, there was a disturbance between the dispenser and Mr. Taylor, which was sub- 

sequently investigated at Parramatta ? Yes. 
You say Mr Ormsby objected to the men bringing it forward ? Yes; lie made many 

objections and would not give the men leave to go for me time. 
Had that anything to do with the men asking for a copy of the regulations? I do not 

think it bore upon that. 
If the police were under your orders, or the Visiting Magistrate's, was it necessary for 

them to go to Mr. Ormsby for leave ? 
I cannot give a man leave without Mr. Ormsby's 

permission; lie signs their leave. 
96, Not under these new regulations ? I have never had them. 
97. Supposing you had had them, could you have given the men leave without referring to 
Mr. Ormshy ? I do not think I could from the general regulations, for no person could leave 

the penal department without his authority. 
OS. Mr. Ormsby did decline to give them leave ? He did. 

But eventually did they go ? Yes; Mr. North gave them leave. 
Was Gleadall one of the men that made the complaint? Yes. They prosecuted Mr. Peers. 
And Mr Taylor ? No. One of the constables took a summons out against Mr. Peers 

for striking Mr. Taylor, but the ease did not come on-Mr. Taylor would not enter into it. 
Then there was no summons against Mr. Taylor ? I do not think there was. 
Why should the taking of this course by Gleadall cause Mr. Ormsby to dislike him-

there is no apparent connection between the two circumstances ? . Because Mr. Taylor was 

connected with the affair. 
Is hr. Taylor anything more to Mr. Ormsby than any one else? He is his son-in-law. 
Has anything else occurred to create dislike to Gleadall on the part of Mr. Ormsby, 

which you could assign as a reasOn why Mr. Ormsby should desire to get rid of him ? 
I 

believe the same man made a complaint about his clothing; I am not certain of that, how- 

ever. Do you remember the occasion when Mr. Pendrill, the clergyman, wanted to leave the 
island, and there was no bdt for his trahsit-the visitors' boat was absent? The visitorS' 

boat was absent. 
By Captain Werd: He 

 wanted to leave the island, and applied to you for a boat; did 
you on that occasion tell him that the boat was under repair? I never remember telling him 

that-Do you mean on the 7th of July? 

105. By the Chairnan: I 
mean on the day he went in a small boat with a prisoner in it? 

I could not tell him so, for when lie arrivt d the boat was on the other side of the wharf, close 
to him, and did not leave the island until after he had landed. 

Did you see him leave the island? Yes; he went with a convict and a sergeant of police. 

That was in the small boat? Yes. 
ill. Where was the other boat? Away picnieing. 

You are quite sure that she was away at that time? Yes. 
Did Mr. Pendrill apply to you about getting aCross? No. 
Did you deliver any message to him-did you tell him the boat was being painted? 

No; T could not havo told him that. 
You did not tell him so? No. 

116 Was that boat frequently away on picnics? Eight or nine times. 
Eight or nine times, within what period? I should say within a period of three years. 

Bq Captan Word: 
Could it have been away any more without your knowledge? 

do not think it could; I make a distinction between pleasure parties and picnics. 
What is that distinction? Ii do not include going to see races or going fishing. 

By the Chairman: For his private use, how often has Mr. Ormsby used the boat within 
the last three years? That is independently of going to Sydney ? 
121 Independently of the public service-including his going to Sydney 'for private pur- 
poses? I could not tell when he went for private and when for public puposes. 
122 How many times then was it engaged in pleasure parties to other places than Sydney? 

I could not give the exact number. 
As nearly as you can? I should say fifteen times in the three years. 

That was exclusive of Sydney? I could not tell you where it went. 
15. 
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125. Do you rememeinber its going up the river to the races at Homebush? Yes. 
Air. C. 120. Who went in it? A very large party-the boat was quite full. Dunning. 

Was Mr. Ormsby and his family in it? Yes. 

Has it ever been employed in carrying the Superintendent's family to Sydney without 6 Nov., 187. 
the Superintendent, and therefore not on duty? I think it has, on several occasions. 

Has it ever been out late at night? Yes, at all hours. 
On duty, on picnics, or pleasure parties? In all ways. 
By whose order is it so employed? I never give any ofder myself. 
Who has done so on these occasions? The order was given by the Superintedndcnt to 

the coxswain of the boat. 

That is to say, whenever the boat was so employed the order was given by the Superinten- 
dent to the coxswain of the boat? The coxswain goes up to the Superintendent every 
morning and gets his orders from him. 

You do not get the orders from the Superintendent? No; I give no directions to the 
boat's crew at all. 

By Uapta'n Ward: Can you give any information to:the Board respecting a picnic that 
took place at Chowder Ba.y in Christmas 1856 ? I could not speak as to the particular day. 
130, Was it a holiday? I could not say that the boat went to Chowder Bay, except from 
what- the boatmen said; I never accompanied the boat on any reemC; all I know of the 
picnics or pleasure parties is from hearsay. 

Do you understand from the new regulations that the boat is under you and not under 
Mr. Ormsby? The regulations do not speak to that I think. 

Is it under the Visiting Magistrate or under Mr. Ormsby? I do not remember any-
thing about the visiting boat; it is entirely in charge of the coxswain. 

You do not know whether there was an understanding between the Government and 
Mr. Ormsby as to the use of that boat? I do not. 

By Mr. Merewetlier: Do you remember the 7tli February last? I have spoken of 
that already. 

On that occasion was the Chaplain of the Church of England put into a boat with a 
convict in irons? Yes. 

In what boat did he come to the island? I-Ic came to the island in a small boat., and 
left in a small boat. At the time he arrived on the island the large boat was lying along- 
side the wharf, ready for the picnic. Mr. Pendrill arrived about three o'clock, and the 
other boat started about a. quarter of an hour afterwards. 

Do you remember whether it was blowing fresh on that day? It was. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Dillon : You speak of the boat having been out at night on 

some occasions-do you happen to know where Mr. Ormsby was upon those occasions? I 
was on the island, and could not know whether Mr. Ormsby was in Sydney or not. 

You spoke awhile ago of many things that you had received on hearsay-did you not 
hear on these occasions when he has been out at night he has been to Government House? 
I might have heard so. 
140. You heard it just as you heard other reports? Just the same. 

Are you not aware, or are you aware, that Mr. Ormsby himself requires leave from the 
Colonial Secretary or the Visiting Magistrate on those occasions? I am aware. 

Now, when you applied to Mr. Ormsby about these regulations, did you say he allowed 
you to see them, but did not give you a copy? On one occasion he allowed me to see them. 

On one occasion he allowed you to see them, and on another you asked him for a copy? 
Yes. 

Did he refer you to Mr. North? Mr. North was not the Visiting Magistrate at 
the time. 

Was Captain M'Lerie? Captain MLerie. 
Did ever the Visiting Magistrate refuse you a copy of the regulations, whether Captain 

M'Lerie or Mr. North ? Captain M'Lerie said to me that the regulations were, that the 
men were to pay respect to the proper authorities. 

Was it not the invariable rule on the island that whatever report you had to make was 
to be made to the Superintendent, to he reported by him to the Visiting Hagistrate? Yes, 
according to the regulations. 

That was the course-complaints were to he made to the Superintendent, and by him to 
be made to the Visiting Magistrate? No. Mr. North said we were to have a copy of the 
regulations, and instead of the new regulations I had sent down to me a copy of the old 
regulations, dated 1850. (Tue witness produced the co:y.) 

By Captain WOrd: When you applied for a copy of the regulations, you had sent down 
to you a copy of the old? Yes. 

From whom did you receive them? I received them from a prisoner. 
By Mr. Meiewet/ier : Did he say whom lie brought them from ? lie brought them to 

me, and said there were the regulations. He was the office messenger, and I received all 
orders thrugh him. 

By the Chairman : Were these regulations in their present state when they were 
brought to you? Yes. 

That is to say, they had these pencil alterations? Yes. The rules I had were those in 
farce previous to the inquiry of 1851; instead of the new regulations !had these dated 1850, 
when there were only four constables on the island. 
160 By Mr. ilfereteetliei': When did you get tIit copy? In March last. 

By the Chairman: Do you know of any sparring match having taken place on the 
island ? No; my business never takes me to the camp, except at evening, when I plant the 
sentries ; sometimes the sergeant plants the sentries. 

About the visitors' host-that boat is manned by policemen, and all the policemen are 
under your orders? Subject to the control of the Superintendent, and I act- under him. 

17-2 B 163. 
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Ir. C. 
163. Those who pull the boat are under the Superintendent for that purpose? Yes, I 

Dunning. suppose so. 
,-"---., 164. Are they employed upon the Superintendent's private business more than upon the 

Nov., 1857. public business? Not  more. 
Are they equally-are they employed as much in the one as in the other-in these 

picnics, pleasure parties, and in taking \lr. Ormsby's family to Sydney and elsewhere? No, 
they do more duty than they do for Mr. Ormsby privately. 

Do you think three days out of seven they are employed on his private business.? The 
Superintendent goes in the boat to Sydney himself once a week-sometimes he does not go 

so often as once a week. 
167 How many days in the week do his family or friends use the boat? Sometimes some 
of his family go in with Dr. West or with the Visiting Magistrate. 

Taking advantage of one of the officers going in ? Yes; instead of his own day. 
How many days are you able to say the Superintendent has employed them for his 

sole private purpose--you say one day in the week he goes to Sydney? Yes; sometimes he 
does not go to Sydney ; and, on several occasions, when the boat has had no other duty to 
do-when there has been no officer coining to the island-advantage has been taken of the 

day to send the boat's crew to cut wood or to fish. 
What party has gone fishing? The boat's crew and other parties belonging to the 

police. Fishing for themselves? Fishing with a net. There was a net we all had subscribed 

to; the police had fourteen shares in it. 
All the free persons on the island? We had a share each, and the Superintendent 

had two shares. 
How often did the boat's crew go fishing with the net? In the beginning they used to 

go twice a-week. 
In the end how often did they go? Once a-week; the men got disgusted with it. 
Why? I do not exactly know; they disliked fishing. 
How were the fish divided-were they divided according to the shares in the net? On 

one occasion, but not afterwards; the boat's crew that went fishing took their share, and the 

remainder the Superintendent got. 
In the beginning the boat's crew went fishing twice a-week, that afterwards fell off to 

once a-week? Yes; and ultimately the net was sold. 
When was it sold? Some time since-about nine months ago. 
How often did the boat's crew go to cut wood? Two or three times. 
Two or three times, within what period? To my knowledge, while I have been on the 

island. 
Who went in the boat for that purpose? The boat's crew. 
What became of the wood? it was used for propping up the grape vines in the 

vineyard. 
It was not used for burning, but for making trellis-work for the vines? Yes. 

For whose vines? Mr. Ormsby's. 
In Mr. Ormsby's garden? Yes. 
Tben this boat was employed? Not the large boat, the small boat. 

187 The boat was used then for picnics, pleasure parties, and cutting poles for the vine-

yard? Yes, in cutting poles. 
Was it employed in any other mode not for the public service? It may have gone to 

the theatre. 
Have you known it go to the theatre? Yes. 
Who was in the boat on those occasions? The Superintendent. 
Who else? Perhaps part of his family. 
At what time did the boat go? In the evening, and came back at twelve at night. 

193 Has it been later than twelve at night? Not much later. 
How frequently has that occurred? Not very often. 
How often? Once or twice a year. 
Did the boat ever go to take the family to evening parties in Sydney? Upon occasions. 

Mr. Ormsby's sons generally pull their own boat. When the family go to evening parties  
The boat may have gone on several occasions. 

The sons of Mr. Ormsby have a boat? They have two boats. 
And they pull their own boats? Yes. On many occasions they have brought people 

from Sydney in them; but it is possible that, on some of these occasions, they may have had 

the visitors' boat. 
At what time did these young gentlemen come back? At eleven or twelve o'clock. 
Later or earlier? It would depend upon where they went. 
Were they frequently out late? Not frequently. 
But they were out occasionally as late as eleven? Yes, eleven or twelve. 
None of them were out later than that? They might have been as late as half-past 

twelve or a quarter to one. 
Then these boats the young gentlemen used as they liked? They were employed in 

Sydney, and they went to and from the island in their own boats. 
When the boat came back to the island where was it kept? it was left at the buoy, 

in the charge of the police. All the boats were in our charge. 
These boats were always pulled by the young gentlemen? There may have been a 

solitary instance of a policeman going on leave, pulling. 

Bt,  Mr. Merewether: 
Has the visitor& boat ever been absent all night? It has been. 

Who was in it when it was absent-who took it away and who came back in it? On 
several occasions Mr. Ormsby has gone to balls, both at Balmain and Sydney, and the boat 

has been all night away.   
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And has returned in the morning? Yes. r e. 

Has that been a frequent occurrence? Not a frequent occurrence. 
Dunning. 

By Ctptaim Ward: Do you know whether on those occasions Mr. Ormsby obtained 

from the Visiting Magistrate leve to go? I never could tell. 
6 NQL, 18T. 

B7 Mr. Merewether: Have you ever seen the visitors' boat carry away fowls from the 

island? I have. 
Anything else? I have seen it take away baskets with cabbages. 
Were they G-overnrnent property? I could not tell that. 
Wcre they in any quantity? I should say a largc-sized basket full. 
Of vegetables? Yes. 
Were there any quantity of fowls-one couple-two--three? Semetimes more. 
Do you know whose property they were? I understood them to be the Superinten-

dent's; they were brought to the boat by his srvants-his prisoner servants. 
219 Do you know what became of them? No. 

You know they have been taken off the island? These things are put into the boat, 
with instructions to the coxswain what to do with them. 

What is the coxswain's name? Smith. 
All boats laud at the public wharf, do not they, where you are stationed? Yes. 
is it your business to attend and see what is landed? Yes, it is. 
Does any one attend from the Superintendent's department? No one, unless when the 

provisions come for the prisoners, and the free overseers come down for their newspapers. 
Is there anything to prevent clothing, articles of luxury, or spirits being brought to 

the prisoners-are you authorised to stop anything? No; you will see, from the regula-
tions, that it is for the Superintendent or his assistant to do that. 

Are they ever there when the boats arrive at the island? Occasionally. 
Not as a rule? As a rule they are when prisoners arrive there. 
On other occasions provisions may be landed; do they or do they not see what is landed? 

Anything landed the prisoner servants take up, no matter what it is-hooks, parcels, liquor, 

or what. 
Where do they take them? To the free overseers' quarters. 
Suppose they are not going to the free overseers' quarters but to the camp, is there 

anything to prevent a prisoner when he comes down to the boat from saying that he comes 
from a free overseer, and taking what he obtains to the camp? Not to my knowledge. 

You are not aware of any regulation which makes it incumbent upon the Superintendent, 
or his assistant, to be present at the wharf when the boats land? I think you will see in 
the police regulations that we are to prevent spirits being landed. 

Suppose the man who came down to the wharf said he came from any of the free 
overseers, would you be authorised to stop spirits said to be intended for them? When I 
was first appointed I reported to the Superintendent that spirits were landed; he did not 
stop it, and I did not interfere after. I could not say whether spirits were landed or not 

without 11 broke the bottles. 
By the. Ohairman: Did you ever search the boats when they came ashore? Never 

for spirits. 
Did you over search for anything? No. 
By Mr. Mer wether: Anything is allowed to be landed? I am supposed to prevent 

spirits being landed. 
Practially you do not-why do you not? I receive every thing that lands on the island, 

I and. the, sergeant. 
Are you authorised to stop anything? I am not. 
Then your receiving is a more matter of form? It is a mere matter of form. 
Are you aware of any regulations by which any one else is allowed to stop spirits brought 

to the island? Yes; the Superintendent and his assistant are supposed to search all parcels 

and bundles. 
Do they, as far as your observation goes? I do not know any instance of it. 
So, I am to understand that anything may be landed on the island without any cheek 

to prevent it-spirits, tobacco, clothes, or anything else may be landed? Yes. All parcels 
are carried up to the Superintendent's office; anything directed to the prisoners passes through 

my hands. 
And a prisoner takes these things to the office, or you suppose he does? I am 

instructed to deliver everything to this prisoner. 
Suppose this prisoner did not choose to take up anything to the Superintendent's or 

Assistant Superintendent's office, but wished to drop it on the way, is there not the lime-
kiln, and are there not other places where he could conceal anything? Yes. 

None of your men go up with him? No. 
By ('aptain Ward: Are you aware of any spirits having been smuggled into the 

enclosure at all? No, I never heard of it. 
You do not know that spirits have ever got among the prisoners under the existing 

regulations? I have heard it rumoured. 
What was the rumour? That Mr. Ferris, one of the overseers there, was in the habit 

of selling spirits to the prisoners. 
Was the charge ever made to Mr. Ferris? Not to my knowledge; I am quite ignorant 

of anything that occurs on the island. 
When boats approach the island are they not noticed from the signal station? Yes, 

and reported to the Superintendent. 
He is aware of the arrival of every boat? Yes. 
That gives him the opportunity of sending down a man to see what is landed? Yes. 
Does he, as a rule, do so? There is no person sent down but the prisoner-messenger. 
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Mr. C. 253. What do you consider to be your duty when the prisoner comes down as a boat is 
Dunning. unloading-do you give every thing to the prisoner? Yes. 

254. Do you allow any one else to take the things from the boat? No. 
6 Nov., 1857. 255. You insist upon the prisoner taking all these things to the office? Yes; be comes 

down for these things. 
By the C/iazrnsan: You do not see him deliver them ? No. 
By Mr. Me'ewelhep: Are the free overseers allowed to take from the boat anything 

directed to them ? They have got their own servants. 
Who come down and receive these things? Yes. 

250. has not Mr. Ormsby two messengers, who come down and receive these articles? No; 
one messenger and one flagstaff man. 

Both convicts? Yes. 
BY Captain Wairl: Do you think the present practice with respect to the landing of 

the boats sufficient to prevent spirits getting among the prisoners ? That depends upon the 
interior management of the prisoners. 

What further inlprovement.s would you suggest in your office as Inspector, with regard 
to the landing of goods from the boats at the island? I should say that all things, such as 
liquor, should be marched up together, in charge of a constable, who should see that every 
thing was delivered by the prisoners. 

You consider that it would be your duty to ascertain whether there was any liquor in 
the boats, and, if so, to send it up in charge of a constable to the Superintendent's office ? 
Yes, to the different parties. 

You think that would prevent, the spirits failing into the hands of the prisoners? Yes. 
That would throw the responsibility on you? Yes. There is nothing to prevent the 

prisoners getting spirits under the present system. 
By Mr. JJeieicet/e, : Supposing Mr. Ormsby, or his assistant, were down at the wharf 

when the boats arrived, would that prevent it ? ?o; I have seen things landed under Mr. 
Ormsby's own eye, and he has said nothing. 

He has seen it and said nothing ? iie has seen it. 
If the Superintendents were there, and did their duty, would not that prevent, spirits 

and other articles being landed surreptitiously? Yes, if the oi'ders were carried out. 
I remember, on one occasion, when I was first made Inspector, there were some mechanics 
came to work on the island, and they brought spirits with them. 

Why did you not carry out your orders with respect to the landing of spirits? The 
first week I was Inspector I saw spirits come on to the island, and I reported it to the 
Superintendent. 

In writing? No, verbally. 
Was any answer received by you in writing? No; he said it was of no consequence-

there was no harm in it. 
Who brought the spirits on that occasion? It was wine, I think; it was one of my 

own men. 

To whom did be take it? It was for his own use; be took it to his own room. 
You reported that to the Superintendent? I reported it to the Superintendent, and 

be said, as it was wine it did not matter. 
By the Chairman: Do you recollect any other instance-any instance of spirits being 

brought to the island? I did on one occasion. 
By AIr. Ilierewetlier: Who brought them in that case? Mr. Cahil. 
By the Chajinian: What was the answer to you on that occasion? I forget the exact 

answer that was made. 
No further notice was taken? No. 
You are aware that spirits are landed freely? Yes, without obstruction; it comes in 

barrels or packages. 
By Air. Meivwether: In barrels? Tn kegs-in two gallon or one gallon kegs. 
Does that occur frequently? Not frequently. 
By the Chairman: You say it is not usual for the Superintendent or Deputy Superin-

tendent to be at the landing place when boats land? No. 
They do not peiform that duty? The Superintendent is never there for that express 

purpose. 

Nor the Deputy Superintendent? The Deputy Superintendent is there once or twice 
a-week to receive indulgeucics and rations for the prisoners. 

On other occasions who is present? I, or my sergeant. attend. 
Not the Superintendent or Deputy Superintendent? No. 
I understand from your evidence that you never se;,reh any of the boats? No, I never do. 

28. Whatever is landed is carried up from the boats, either up to the Superintendent's 
office by the convict mesenger-_. ? That is with regard to letters and messages. 
289 Or to the free persons' quartcr, by their convict servants? Yes. 

Without examination by you, or by anybody in your presence, and unaccompanied by 
any free constable? Yes. 

So that in fact there is no supervision or control as to anything landed? No. 
'292. Spirits, wine, or beer may be largely landed without cheek or control ? Without check 
or control. 

Have you seen any person drunk upon the island? I have seen people in liquor after 
coming from town, but never doing duty on the ishind. 

Never whilst on duty ? No; only when they have just come from town. 
Persons ordinarily residing on the island, who had just teturned from town ? Yes, but 

on the island I never saw an instance of it. 
As to the employment of the boat-by one of these regulations I observe that all boats,  

excepting 
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excepting those containing the official visitors, Mr. Ormsby and his family, and so on, either 
Mr. C. going to or coming from the island, are liable to be stopped and examined by the Water Dunning. 

Police boat-is that regulation carried Out? I never heard of that regulation. 
Are these boats ever stopped and examined by the Water Police? No; I was not aware 6 Nov., 185'T. 

of that regulation. 

If you had been aware of that regulation, what should you have done? Acted up to 
it; if I had had the control of these things I would have acted up to the regulations. 
2)9. According to the regulations, no person without permission of the Governor General is 
to be allowed to remain on the island after ten o'clock at night? I have known people to 
remain on the island with the magistrate's permission-any immediate relation, such as a 
brother or Sister of those they go to see. 

With whose permission ? The Visiting Magistrate's. 
There is a regulation that no pigs are to be kept on the island, and that but thirty 

bead of poultry and four milch goats are to he kept by the Superintendent, and two goats 
and twenty head of poultry by the free overseers-has that regeintion been attended to? I have seen more than that. 

Who has kept more than that? Without exceptn I think every one keeps more, 
those who can afford it there may be a few constables who do not. 
303 Does any improper consequence follow from their keeping more; has any use been made 
of the prisoners' rations for feeding them? At one time the fowls were fed upon the homminy; 
that I understood. 

Whose fowls? Every body's fowls. 

Do you mean the spare homminy-the refuse after the people had done their meals.? I 
do not know how it was obtained; 1 never lived there; but I have seen it pass to the free 
people's quarters. 

306. Where from ? From the directioii of the camp. I was never inside to see it. 
Did you see it at all the overseers', or only at one or two? More particularly at the 

Superintendent's quarters. 

Are you aware that the spare homminy, the surplus, is now thrown into the sea? I 
am aware that it is the order, but I have never seen it thrown in. 

Do you believe it is thrown in? I never took any interest in it. 
You are aware that the Visiting Magistrate ordered it? I have heard so. 
Has there been any dimunition of the stock on the island since that? r have heard the men say that the goats and fowls have died. 
You have told us that they have been taken off the island? There has been a diminu-

tion in both ways-both from selling them off and from their dying. 
Have you ever known any letter to pass from or to any prisoner without being read by 

the Superintendent? I cannot answer that question. 
Are any letters passed clandestinely? The letters are taken to or from the boat in my 

presence. They are given to the prisoner-messenger, and he takes them, or is supposed to 
take them, to the Superintendent. 
315. All letters? Yes; I send them up to the office by him. 

You have no security beyond the fidelity of the person employed for the proper delivery 
of the letters? No. 

No check upon him at all? No; it is the special business of the messenger who comes 
down for the letters. 

By Mr. Merewether: You do not give him any scrip to slmw that he has received fifty, 
forty, or any other number of letters from you? No. 

You receive them and hand them over to him? Not at all times; sometimes he gets 
them direct from the boatman. He is supposed to take them to the office. 

You do not know what becomes of them? No further than that. 
/y the U/iairman: Does the Superintendent personally superintend the works going 

on upon the island? No, not to my knowledge. 
I refer to the regulation referring to the general duties of the Superintendent, con- 

tained in the 17th regulation? I have noticed him on many occasions go round the works, 
but not as a daily practice. 

Have you ever known any prisoners performing any work upon their own account, or 
for private parties on the island, or for the private advantage of any resident on the island, 
excepting as servants-have any prisoners, other than as servants, been employed by any 
person on the island for his private purpose? I have from time to time seen a carpenter at 
work, but whether he has been employed upon requisition or not I cannot say. 

What was the name of the man you saw employed? Spencer. 
Employed in what way? At cabinet work. 
Where? At the Superintendent's; he was making boxes and trifling things. 
How frequently, or for what length of time have you seen him thus employed? I have 

generally seen him accidentally when I have gone up to the place. I have never gone there 
purposely to see him. 

Was that frequently the case? At one period it was frequent. 
Running over what period of time was that frequent? Perhaps a space of two or three 

months, or a month. I could not state exactly. 
He was frequently employed within a period of two or three months? Occasionally. 
Do you know that prisoners have been employed by Mr. Ormsby as gardeners? I have 

gone into the garden and seen a prisoner there. 
How many have you seen in the Superintendent's own garden? I have seen one man, 

not more; but I am not in the garden every day. 
How often does the Visiting Justice come to the island? Once a-week. 

834. No more than once a-week? No. 

* 17-2 0 
835. 
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Mr. C. 
335. Does he hold a Court upon every occasion? I believe he does; I am not up every 

Dunning. time he comes, indeed I am up very seldom unlesI have a case of my own. 
Does he ever muster the prisoners? He comes specially once a mouth to muster the 

6 Nov., 1857. prisoners. 
Does he muster them oftener than that? I do not think be does. I am quite ignorant 

of all these things connected with the penal department. 
I see by the regulations, that it is your duty to have the constables properly drilled to 

the use of the carbine-do you attend to that? Not lately. 
Why have you not done that lately? On one occasion when I was drilling the men. 

they reported me to the Superintendent fr it, and he came down and drided them liimself. 
He said they were sufficiently drilled, and I have not taken the trouble to drill them since. 

flow long is that since? I dare say six mouths. 
311. Do you not consider it to be your duty to drill the men? Yes, it is according to my 
orders; but as the Superintendent said they were sufficiently drilled I did not attend to it 

any more. 
Did lie tell you not to drill them any more? No. 
Have you arms for them all? Yes. 
Do you inspect them regularly? No, I do not. 
Do you inspect them to see that they are clean? Yes. 
How often ? Every time they turn out for sentry. 
Their amunition-is that kept under your orders? I see that it is kept correctly. 
You see before they go on sentry that their arms and ammunition are in order? I 

do not inspect their arms closely, but I see that they are in order. 
Do you always attend at the wharf when the boat arrives? I or the sergeant. 
Do you attend with an armed guard? No; the guard boat is armed. 
Are you aware that you are to attend with a guard of six men, armed, when a boat 

comes to the island ? That is not done now ; I have a sentry at the wharf. 
Military or police? There are four men, armed, on duty to receive the boat. 
Did you ever know an intance of a person landing on the island without an order 

from the Colonial Secretary, the Brigade Major, or the Visiting Nagistrate? Yes. 
354 Are you aware that no person has a legal right to land without permission either from 
the Colonial Secretary, the Brigade Majot, or the Visiting Magistrate? Yes. 
3n5. Have you known any infringement of that regulation? Yes; gentlemen come to the 
island and send their cards up to the Superintendent, and the Superintendent gives us 

instructions to allow them to land. 
356 What gentlemen do you refer to? There was one-Commander Letimbridge, R N. 

Any body e'se? There may have been others, but I do not recollect their names. I 
know there have been one or two instances. 

Not often? Not very often. 
39. B., Mr. .iJie,ewether: Should all persons desiring to land produce an order to you ? 
Yes; they cannot land without they produce an order, unless we have it already on the file. 

You must have an order for the landing of persons upon the island, either previous to 
their arrival, through the Superintendent, or produced by themselves? Yes. 

You must inspect an order in some way or other? Yes, according to the regulations. 
That rule is frequently departed from? Not frequently; on one or two occasions it 

has been. 
You specify one particular instance, and the same thing had eccurred before, but you 

cannot recollect the names of the parties? Yes. 
By the U/ma j,man: Are you aware that, by the regulations, none of the free officers are 

permitted to leave the island, but with the Superintendent's permission? Yes. 
Is there any infringement of the rules? I am responsible for that, and I am very 

careful to have it observed. There may be occasions when the Superintendent is absent, 
and the Assistant Superintendent sends an order. 

Are you aware that by the regulations no convict is allowed to approach the wharf 
within a distance of fifty yards, the servants of the free officers excepted? That is not 
carried out, and it cannot be carried out, from the nature of the works in progress. 

Bq (.iaptain Ward: Except in charge of an overseer? I never see a prisoner in charge 
of an overseer. Only the cart gangs who move about from place to place are in charge of 

convict overseers 
By the Chairman: You have not a copy of the new police regulations ? No, I have 

only the copy I have produced. 
Have you told the, truth upon all those matters which have been inquired into? To 

the best of my knowledge, I have. 
With respect to the transaction of taking Mr. Pendrill to town in the small boat, did 

you tell me the truth when I asked you the question about the painting of the visitors' boat? 
Yes, to the best of my knowledge. It was impossible for me to tell him that it was being 
painted, for when he landed the visitors' boat lay on the other side of the wharf, within two 
or three yards. 

The boat was away upon a picnic on that day? Yes; it left about a quarter of an hour 

after he landed. 
It was not there to take him away? No. 
Was any suggestion made to you from any body on the island as to what evidence you 

should give upon that point of the boat? Yes. 
Tell the Board by whom the suggestion was made, and what was the nature of it? 

After you had left the island, on your last visit, the Superintendent called me aside and 
requested me to go up to the Clerk of Petty Sessions and to concoct some story- 

What were his words? Those were his words to cococt some story, so as to clear him 
.Qf NO ease of picnic 

376. 



APPENDIX TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 103 
345 

Were those the words he used? Yes, that was his meaning, or the effect of his words Mr. C 

Can you not give his words more correctly? He said he wished me to go up to Mr. Dunnmg.. 

Taylor to concoct a story, in oadcr to clear him of this picnic case. 
37. What did you say to this? I promised that I would. 6 Nov., 187, 

Did you go to Mr. Taylor? No, not on that occasion. I did on another occasion 
that was upon a different subject. 

Upon what subject was that? It was connected with the regulations of the island. 
Tell us what it was? lIe wanted me to go over the papers printed in the Empire-

the minister's letter. 
3.. Did he say with what object? The object of making the thing as light as possible. 

What did he say upon the subject? lie said he would wish me to go up to Mr. 
Taylor. and go with hinaover the letters published by the minister, Mr. Pendrill. 

What did he say besides-did he give you any reason for wishing you to do this? To. 
get up a statement to refute what was in the minister's lct -r, 

Did lie tell you that? Yes. 
3'6. Did you go up to Mr. Taylor? I did, subsequently. 

Did you read over that letter with Mr Taylor ?Mr. Taylor went over several points.. 
What paper was it lie produced? The JiJmp...e of the 22nd October. 
Did Mr. Taylor produce that paper? (handinj a c(py of the Empii'e of the 22nd. 

Oc/ober.) It was a copy of that. 
300. What passed between you and Mr. Taylor on that occasion? He wanted to know what 
Mr. Pendrill said to me with regard to the coxswain-he wanted to know whether it was true 
or not what Mr. Pendrill said, whether he complained of the coxswain, and whether I gave 
him that answer. I said I did. 

The answer about the boat being painted? No; he said he complained to me of the 
rudeness of the coxswain, and that I said I was subject to the same treatment myself. 

Did Mr. Taylor ask you anything about the boat that went to the picnic? No, I do 
not think he did; I think he left that out, and I did not point out that matter to him. 
393 Did he ask you, or propose to you, that you should give any evidence that was not true, 
or that should mislead us in our inquiry? No; though he was talking to me as though he 
was trying to impress upon my mind that I should speak the truth, still he was telling me 
how I should act. 
391. What did he want you to state? To impress upon the Board that it was lie refused 
them, or advied the Superintendent to refuse them, and he would take the blame. 

Was it the Superintendent in fact that refused them? Yes. 
Did he say any thing else to you? There was one remark he made while I was there 

about our clothing; he said we were well off, that we were not police at all, and that our 
clothing came to such an amount of money, about £5 each. There were fifteen men, and five 
times that would be £75. It did not strike me at the time, but I thought afterwards that 
there was £180 down on the estimate voted by the Legislative Assembly for our clothing; 
had I thought of it at the time, I should have asked how much of it was really expended on 
our clothing. 

By M. Merewether: You said just now that Mr. Taylor made some remark about your 
being well off-what was the drift of that remark ? He was always casting that up; he said 
I had rations and clothing, and was better off than he. 

B, (Ynptin Ward: With respect to the concoction of a story-did he propose to you 
to say anything that was untrue? He did not want me to make an untrue statement, but 
to state it so that Mr. Ornisby shcuid not be blamed for it. 

What was the concoction L. wished you to adopt? He told me that he did not 
remember that there was a constable in the boat that day, and wanted me to state there was 
none. 

Are you quite sure there was? Yes; I can shew there was. 
What answer did you give him? I think the answer I gave him was that I would do 

so; nothing further happened. 
What made you promise to tell this story? I was afraid to give any other answer. 
Why were you afeaid-what would have been the consequence if you had told the 

truth? I should have been subject to annoyance, at least I imagine so. 
Had you been subjected to annoyance before for telling the truth? Not for telling the 

truth, but I had been subject to annoyance from time to time. 
What for? Doing my duty 
Had you ever been subject to annoyance before for speaking the truth? No. 
Then you took upon yourself the responsibility of telling a lie because you feared you 

might be subject to annoyance? I promised, but I never intended to do so. 
408 You said so through fear, but nevr intended to do what you said? Yes. 

TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, 10 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

Received a letter from Mr. Dillon—annexed. 

Resolved, That the Chairman communicate to Mr. Dillon that he has already 
been informed of the course the Board intend to pursue, and that 
the Board do not see any reason to alter their decision. 

A letter was also received from Mr. Pendrill, read, and answered by the Board. 

Christopher Murray, examined :- 

C. Murray. I was constable in the visiting boat of Cockatoo Island (not coxswain.) I know 
nothing of facts stated in letter of Enpir', signed "N B." I have been two years and a 

10 Nov., 1857. half on the island. Visitors are in the habit of going to and from the island all Sunday. 
The guard-boat is largely employed on this day for this service. I have no knowledge of 

writer in Empire of 2nd October. 1 wrote -a letter in Empire of 7th October, signed 
"Fourth Witness." To my knowledge the police of the island were not in possession of 
regulations, (I left the island eleven weeks ago.) They were applied for, but not given. 
Application was made to Captain N'Lerie, in my presence, by the Inspector, Dunning. 
Captain M'Lerie said the regulations were, tbey were to obey all lawful orders, but gave no 
copy. The regulations were again applied for by Constable Scott, to Mr. North; he stepped 
out of the ranks and stated his wish for instructions for his guidance in the absence of the 
inspector and sergeant. Mr. North said he had an inspector and sergeant to go by; this 
was about eight months ago. I know nothing of Gleadall having applied for the regulations; 
he was dismissed on a charge of being disgustingly intoxicated—but not drunk. The charge 
was mide by Father Kenyon, who reported it to the inspector, in whose presence and the 
sergeant's he was examined. I was present at the time I consider the man was under the 
influence of liquor, but not drunk. The man was afterwards dismissed. I have known 
Constable Pierce to be taken out of the guard-boat on various occasions, and sent to Balmain 
for legs of mutton, and on private messages, for Mr. Ormsby. The last time was not longer 
than nine months ago. I have seen the guard-boat at various times sent on private business, 
fishing, &c. I have been in the boat on such occasions. The fish on such occasions were 
taken to Mr. Ormsby's house. A fishing net was purchased by general subscription. The 
constables, Mr. Brown, Mr. Taylor, and free overseers, had shares. On those occasions a 
smaller boat did the guard-boat's duty. Two Government boats have gone on a fishing 
excursion on the same day, one conveying the net, the other the party, consisting of Mr. 
Ormsby, Mr. Davis, XIth Regiment. 1 have on two occasions seen the two boats go, 
frequently one boat. The persons who worked the boats on these occasions were constables. 
I have known the larger boat used for pleasure and picnics. On Easter Monday, 1856, 
1 was in Chowder Bay, with a pleasure party, in young Mr. Ormsby's boat; the ladies and 
the Superintendent were in the visitors' boat. We were away all day. I have known the 
boat to be used for eon'eying poultry to town. I have seen two basketsful go. They were 
taken to Cummins', the poulterer. I assisted in taking them there on one occasion, and 
sometimes part of the way there. I have brought back beef, bees, corn, porter for Mr. 
Ormsby; when landed at Cockatoo these have been conveyed, by convict servants, to Mr. 
Ormsby's house. I have known the small boat, when unfit for the purpose, sent for the 
clergyman, when the other was idle. The small boat has been sent for billet-wood for the free 
men, when the ration supply has run short. I had the ill-will of Mr. Ormsby myself. I left 
the island in consequence of being dismissed. I said something about Mr. Ormsby before 
two men, who reported it. Mr. Ormsby reported me, and the Visiting Magistrate dismissed 

me. I had been suspended before, on the complaint of the coxswain, who told me to scrape 
the oars, and I told him he might do it himself. Another time I was detained in Sydney, 
waiting for Mr. Ormsby's beef. I was reported by the boat's crew for being drunk, and 
suspended again. I was suspended three times before I was dismissed. On the two first 
occasions I was not brought before the Magistrate, but my pay was stopped, which I 
considered unfair. On the last occasion, I was brought before and dismissed by the Magis-
trate. I can find no motive for Mr. Ormsby having treated me unfairly. I was very kind 
to Mr. Ormsby, and transacted his business without complaint. My money was stopped for 
three days on one, and two days on another occasion. I believe Saddler and Carey, 
constables, have also been suspended by Mr. Ormsby. When I was called for by Mr. North 
and dismissed, I made no complaint of my pay having been stopped. 
Cross-examined b?J Mr. Dillon: There was no fishing parties from the island for twelve months 
before I left the island, and no picnic party for about nine months. I had conversation 
yesterday with the dispenser of the island, who had been examined before this Board. Mr. 
Pendrill, about a fortnight ago, asked me how I came to leave the island; I said through the 
ill-will of Mr. Ormsby. I have gone into Mr. Parkes on different occasions since the publication 
of my letter, to know when I should be required before the Board. I have asked Inspector 
Dunning how the inquiry was going, and if I should be examined—he has told me I should 
be. I know other free people on the island keeping poultry, but I cannot say if they sent 
any to Sydney. On one occasion the Bishop of Sydney went to the island in the boat which 
I have called the dirty boat. I consider my dismssal from the island to have been unjust, 
as the witnesses disagreed. On the third occasion of my pay being stopped, when my case 
was brought before the Visiting Magistrate, I do not know if he told me that it went to the 
Police Reward Fund. I do not recollect having asked him. 

THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, 12 IOVEJIBER, 1857, 

Mr. Jeremiah Brown, Assistant Superintendent of Cockatoci Island, examined: 

I have been on the island ten years, first as overseer and now as Assistant Superin- Mr. J. Brown. 
tendent, under Mr. Ormsby. My duty is to open wards and count out men every morning. 
I afterwards fall them into gangs, call out the sick, and send the gangs to labor. I after- 12 Nov., 1857. 
wards dispose of the sick accQrdiiig to the dispenser's directions. I attend at meals and take 
complaints. in the absence of the Superintendent, the general charge devolves on me. I 
have known the Superintendent to be absent twice a week on his own business, not oftener. 
I remember the circumstance of two men concealing themselves on the island, but there was 
no charge preferred against them, except that of hiding to effect an escape ; no other charge 
was hinted against them by any one at that time. I remember I'crry and Sinclair—boxers. 
The men are in the habit on holidays of amusing themseives in the yard boxing a little, 
jumping a little, and so forth ; but no regular set-to has taken place to my knowledge. On 
one occasion I discovered some gloves had been made by the men out of a leather apron; I 
reported this, and, by Ormsby's orders, I seized them and burnt them. The military officers 
might have seen something of this kind from outside the railings, but I never knew them 
to attend for the purpose of seeing a sparring match, I remember on a Saturday the prisoners 
refusing to go to work; their names were taken down, and a report sent to the Visiting 
Magistrate, who heard the case on his next visit, and about twenty-five of the men were con-
fined—I presume there was a record of it made at the time. On another occasion the men 
were dissatisfied with Mr. Thomas, respecting the number he put to draw a cart. I was 
present when the case was brought before Mr. North. Mr. Thomas charged the sub-overseer 
(a prisoner) with employing one extra man at the cart. The man pleaded that lie was 
ordered to do so by the free overseer; this plea was substantiated by one of Mr. Thomas' 
free overseers, on which Mr. North dismissed the charge. These were the only two instances 
I know of men having refused to work. The Church of England Chaplain once asked me 
where he was to see men who wished to speak to him ; I showed him the school-room, by Mr. 
Ormsby's order. I always attended Divine Service, and Mr. Ormsby sometimes, more 
frequently while Dr. Steele, Mr. Donkin, and Mr. Synge were Chaplains, than latterly. 
My duty was to keep order during service. Mr. Pendrill was in the habit of going to my 
room in the yard to change his dress; he never complained of that accommodation, and he 
never asked for any assistance regarding his duties; if he had done so, I would have rendered 
him every assistance. Mr. Pendrill never made a formal complaint to me respecting the 
boat service. I, the police, some free officers, and the Superintendent took shares in a fishing 
net; the fish caught were distributed among shareholders. I have known the Superintendent 
to go fishing once, and to picnics four or five times, during the time I have been on the island. 
I never knew the boat to he sent from the island solely for the private business of Mr. Ormsby; 
but when going for other purposes it was also employed on private business. I did not 
attend, nor the Superintendent., at the landing, of boats, except when the indulgence boat 
brought things for the prisoners, paid for out of their task money; these things were taken by 
me and examined before issued. The Superintendent's or free officers' things used to be taken 
direct by the servants of those persons to their quarters, unexamined by the police or me. 
I have seen a keg of wine brought to the island, and spirits to the extent of a bottle at a 
time, without the knowledge or consent of the Superintendent—it is not the practice to ask 
the Superintendent's leave. I never examined any bundles or parcels brought to the island, 
or the persons of any one visiting the island. The free overseers and subordinate officers did 
bring spirits on the island. I can positively state that the regulations regarding subordinate 
officers bringing spirits to the island have not been carried out. I have always had access to the 
regulations of the island, and am familiar with them. I muster the prisoners eight times 
a day—to and from meals and work and to bed—according to regulations. I never heard 
it stated or suggested on the island in my life that the Superintendent borrowed 
money of the prisoners. I remember the Chinaman Tan refusing to work on three 
occasions, once because a man at the hand-cart would not pull, on another occasion when 
other Chinamen were leaving the island with whom lie wished to go. He asked for 
an interpreter. I took him to the Superintendent, who satisfied him that he should see 
the interpreter, and he went to work. On the third occasion he declined to work because he 
was not allowed to go away with four other Chinamen who had been sent on the island with 
him. I have known prisoners to be confined to the cells, till the Visiting Magistrate came, 
for insolence to the Superintendent, myself, and others; the Visiting Magistrate came once 
a week and inquired into case. I have known On one or two occasions a man confined five 
days before the Visiting Magistrate saw him and decided his case. This occuired in more 
than one instance. When men have been so confined, they have been reported next morning 
to the Visiting Magistrate. I have known of no instance of overhearing conduct by the Super-
intendent or officers to the prisoners, and all insolence to the officers has been unprovoked. 
I remember one circumstance of suspicion of an unnatural offence. Unlocking the wards 
one morning it was reported to me that one man had gone into another's berth; the. case 
was reported to the Superintendent, and by him to the Visiting Magistrate, and the charge 
dismissed, as without foundation. It was never reported to me during my stay on the island 
of such an offence having been committed in the wards or elsewhere. There was a case of 
suspicion of unnatural offence occurred about a year ago, arising from a man approaching 
another in one of the wards, and laying his hand upon him; the man who approached the 
other was knocked down; the case was reported to me, and by me to the Superintendent, 
and by him to the Visiting Magistrate, who dealt with it, and punished the man by confine-
ment in the cells,; that man has ever since been made to sleep in a separate cell. This is the 
only case I recollect of any suspicion of an unnatural offence. The separate dormitories 
seen by the Board on their visit are used for young lads and feeble old men; there are four 

* 17-2 D - persons 
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Mr. J. 
Brown, persons now using them; the Chinaman Tan, one old man, and two young men under twenty 

years. I have never known a man punished for reporting another for an unnatural offence; 

12 Nov., 1857, 
and I have never known a ease of unnatural offence occurring, and it is therefore not true. 
that such a ease has occurred, and the man not punished. 

The sweepings up after prisoners' meals of the horn ininy and meat used to be distri-

buted among the free officers for their fowls. 
Henry East once charged the Superintendent with having appropriated prisoners' 

rations; his charge was, that a piece of good meat was put among sweepings for the Super-
intendent's use. It was brought by the Superintendent before the Visiting Magistrate, and, as 
he could not substantiate the charge, he was punished by confinement to cells. Up to this 
time the prisoners gave their consent to the sweepings being distributed among the free officers, 
and had helped to collect them. I am not aware of any canvassing for votes having occurred 
as to whether refuse should be so applied. 1 know Captain Browne was Visiting Magistrate 
in 1849, and he ordered sweepings to be thrown away, and that order was acted on for about 
two years. The order was never relaxed by any magistrate; the infringement of it occurred 
from a spontaneous wish of the prisoners, communicated to the Superintendent, that the 
refuse should not be wasted; it then began, by the Superintendent's order, to be 
distributed among the free officers' servants, in equal proportions, till about nine months 
ago, when the charge before stated about the piece of meat was made; since then 
the refuse has been thrown into deep water, and that is the practice now. The piece 
of meat found among the refuse before raferred to was good meat, about 2 lbs. weight, 

cooked. On another occasion the meat of some Chinarnan was under-done, and taken 
by him to the overseer of the cook-house, who exchanged it for his own; the overseer 
kept this meat till the morning, when, it having turned bad, he flung it into the 
refuse. The prisoners, when they sent to the Superintendent that they wished the refuse to 
be distributed, where unaminous, as far as I am aware. I have no reason to believe that Mr. 
Ormsby's administration has been partial or injust, or that he has been any favorites, or 
has a "down" on any one. The several appointments to subordinate situations among the penal 
establishment are vested in the Superintendent. I have never known favor shewn in the 
exercise of that power. I do not believe there ever was a case of a man having been confined to 
the cells by the Superintendent and released without the knowledge of the Visiting Magistrate. 
The Superintendent's garden is sometimes manured by men obtained upon requisition to the 
Civil Engineer, and the vegetables are distributed among the free people, and also the prisoners 
when the latter's garden is low. I do not consider it my duty in the absence of Mr. Ormsby 
to examine boats coming to and leaving the island. I am not aware that either myself or 
the Superintendent is required to accompany visitors when on the island. Visitors to 
prisoners see them in the presence of the police; other visitors are aceomanied round the island. 
I have known strangers, by the permission of the Visiting Magistrate, sleep on the island. 
Boats communicate between the island and the main three or four times a day, always, however, 
by leave of the Superintendent—on Sunday, sometimes. A journal is kept of passing of boats 
to and from the island daily, and preserved in the office. I have never received any instruc-
tions as to what is to be considered discipline on the island. 

Gross-examined by Mr. Dillon : I have acted under the orders of Mr. Price (lately 
murdered at Melbourne) at Norfolk Island for twelve months. Since I left Norfolk Island I 
have been at Cockatoo, to which place I was appointed on the recomandation of Mr. B. D. 
Thomson. I am competent to give an opinion on prison discipline. 1 have seen nothing 
in Mr. Ormsby's system of managing convicts which I can find fault with. I do not know 
of any man more fitted to carry out the mild system of prison dicipline established here by the 
Government—I mean the system in which flogging is abolished. I have never known Mr. 
Ormsby wanting in firmness; he has always insisted on having his orders carried out. I do 
not believe Mr. Ormsby capable of carrying out anything unjust, tyrannical, or unkind. He 
could not be so without it being known. Mr. Pendrill was in the habit of taking refresh-
ment at my own quarters. He had been in the habit of breakfasting and dining with Mr. 
Ormsby at first; that ceased, and lie then took his refreshments with me. I have seen Mr. 
Ormsby receive the Sacrament. I never saw in any penal settlement the sabbath kept with 
more propriety, and I have been on a good many. 

FRIDAY, 131V0VE1IBER, 1857. 

John Smith, Coxswain of Boat, éxanmined 

J. Smith. 
Has been three years coxswain of visitors' boat. Our duty is to go in for Magistrate, 

Priest, Parson, Visiting Magistrate, and others. The boat has been on picnics : twice to 

1857 
the Heads, once on Garden Island, once to Chowder Bay, and four times up Lane Cove—the 

13 Nov.,party consisting of Mr. Ormsby, and family, and visitors. On such occasions boat away at one 
or two o'clock p m , returning at six or seven p in., and once as late as nine u'cicck p.m. During 
two seasons we have been about eight, nine, or twelve times fishing—the seine was carried 
in the guard-boat. Once Mr. Ormsby, and his daughters and family, and scme military 
officers went in a boat brought by officers. Three of the police and myself were employed 
to draw the seine; the fish was divided among proprietors of net. I receive orders direct 
from Mr. Ormsby. I have carried in fowls to Dr. O'Brien and several of Mr. Ormsby's 
friends, from Mr. Ormsby. I have taken poultry for sale to Mr. Cummins. I have sold 
poultry about four times, and received not exceeding I 5s. at any one time. I have bought 
corn and taken it to Mr. Ormoby. No one else has had poultry to sell for Mr. Ormsby but 
myself. I have taken a present of a turkey to Dr. West, -not to any one else. On one 
occasion I took a party to the island consisting of Colonel Bleemfield and other officers to 

Mr. 
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Mr. Ormsby, and brought them back about ten o'clock p.m. I have taken Mr. Ormsby and J. Smith. 
family to parties at Government House, and to theatre, returning as late as twelve o'clock, 
or one a.m. I have been away from the island all night, keeping the boat in Sydney. On i isi. 
one or two occasions, when Mr. Ormsby has been at a Government Flouse ball, the boatmen 
were then allowed to go to their wives who reside in Sydney. They also get leave from 
Sunday afternoon to Monday morning to visit their wives in Sydney. I never was out all 
night with the boat on a picnic excursion. When we went to the Heads we started at ten 
o'clock am. and returned at nine o'clock pin. I remember the occasion of Mr. Pendrill 
leaving the island in a small boat. I did not tell him the visitors' boat was painting. .1 was 
not coxswain then. The visitors' boat was at the buoy, and vent a picnic that afternoon—I 
think it bad gone before Mr. Pendrill left the island. The regular weekly duty of the boat 
is, on Tucday, to go for Dr. West, Visiting Surgeon; Wednesday, the Visiting Magistrate; 
Thursday, the Superintendent has the use of the host; Friday, Visiting Surgeon again; 
Saturday and Sunday, the Clergymen; Monday is a blank day, and is usually devoted to 
clean the boat. I have occasionally taken Mr. Ormsby and Mr. Taylor into Sydney on 
Monday. The visitoi's' boat is not employed in taking people to the mainland—theguard-
boat does that. I have brought in presents of vegetables to Mr. M'Lerie and Mr. North. 
I have brought beer in kegs for many people on the island; also wine and spirits 
in eases for Mr. Ormsby, but not for any one else. The other boatmen are in the habit of 
bringing parcels, and they might have cintained spirits, but never to my knowledge—the 
bundles were not examined at the wharf. I sold one turkey once for 7s. Gd. I never go to 
the mainland, nor does the visitors' boat. Bear, and wine, and spirits were brought to the 
island in Chandler's (or the shop) boat for the free people. That boat brought other supplies. 
I have seen the Inspector on the wharf when the boat was coming in, and also a sentry, but  
the boat was never searched. Johnson's boat brings the contract provisions. In addition 
to the special duties I have detailed, the boat is frequently employed on other duties, for 
instance, for clergyman or doctor at night. Mr. Ormsby does not always use the boat on 
Thursday; he has stayed three weeks at a time on the island. Mr. Taylor often goes on 
ofcial business to Sydney. I have taken vegetables to Mr. Ormsby's son, and left them at 
Chandler's. I have been the longest in the visitors' bout of any boatmen employed here. 

TUESDAY, 17 HOVEMBER, 1857. 

Mr. Richard Thompson, formerly Reporter to the Sydney Morn ing Herald, called in 
and examined :— 

I visited the island of Cockatoo on the occasion of Sir C Fitzroy laying the first Mr. R. 
stone of the Dock; I was then entertained by Mr. Ormsby. I wrote one letter to the Thompson. 
Empire; that in the paper of the 6th October, signed" Third Witness," was written by '-"--- 
me. I was on the island subsequently to the above period, for three days; I was there by 17 Nov., 1867. 
leave; I left on the third day. Mr Thomas advised me while there to bathe, and having 
sent for the key of the bathing house to Mr. Ormsby, he sent it by a prisoner to me; I 
afterwards declined to bathe, and Mr. Thomas asking the prsoner for the key was refused 
and abused, and told to go and be damned. I reported this to Mr. Ormsby, who said that 
Mr. Thomas threatened to kick the man, which I said was false. Mr Ormsby added—" that 
fellow Thomas is always making a piece of work on the island; I have told you his 
" character long ago; when you go to Sydney I shall be much obliged if you report it to 
Captain N'Lerie." 

I took no further steps in the matter, and dci not know what became of it. On 
another occasion he spoke again to me disrespectfully and offensively of Mr. Thomas; I also, 
during the three days I stayed on the island, noticed the insolent demeanor of the prisoners 
towards Mr. Thomas, who said he had reported it again and again, but received no redress. 

By the President: Have you anything further to add in support of the facts stated 
in your letter, and are the facts which you have now stated those which induced you to 
write—" personally cognizant, as I have been for some years past, of the disgraceful state of 
the penal island, and of the apathy and neglect which have rendered all reports of the 
" infamous proceedings there more farces"? Yes, these are the facts which induced me to 
write that passage; but I would add, since I commenced writing articles for Colonial and 
Foreign Journals on the subject of the Dry Dock, Mr. Ormsby's manner towards me has 
changed Once he met me in the street and said—" What in the name of God are you 
writing such nonsense about the Dock for? It will never be finished so long as these two 
impostors, Captain Mann and Thomas, are on it." 

By the President: In your letter you write—" I, whilst assuring you that the state- 
ments set forth in the form of queries in the letter subscribed ' Another Witness,' which 
" appeals in this morning's Empire, are not only true, but that they do not include one 
" tithe of the enormities which have, for years past, rendered Cockatoo Island a worse hell 
"(if that be possible) than Norfolk Island ever was."—IJow many of the statements of 
" Another Witness" can you support of your own knowledge? None; I only knew them 
from Mr. Thomas and Mr. Duff's statements; and when stating "I was personally cognizant 
for years," I had no other knowledge but that acquired from three days' residence on the 
island, and that communicated by others. 

By the President: You ask in your letter—" Was it not known to every officer and 
convict on the prison side of Cockatoo Island, that the man whse death and the mysterious 
circumstances attending it are alluded to in the letter of 'Another Witness,' was brutally 
murdered by a fellow convict in sight of other convicts; that the then Coroner, Mr. J. 
Ryan Brenan, opened the ihquest and adjourned it, yet did not resume it; that the body 
of the murdered man was buried without further inquiry; and that the alleged murderer 

"and 
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Mr. R. " and the witnesses of the murder have since, by the expiration of their respective sentences, 
Thompsor. " been discharged from the island, and are now at large."—Were you on the island at the 

time the circumstance occurred? I was not, nor did I see the evidence, nor the Coroner's 

17 Nov., 1857. notes. 
Bq the Presden(: On what authority did you make that statement? I was aware 

that the inquest was not resumed, and no verdict returned. Both Mr. Thomas and Mr Duff 
told me that very suspicious circumstances attended the case, and that the man who was 
supposed to have thrown him down was discharged from the is'and, and that was the 
authcity on which I made that statement. 

B.y the Piwsidenl: In your letter you write—" On the occasion of the sparring 

match in the prison yard, alluded to by ' Another Witness,' between two pugilists, each 

under sentence for felony (Perry the black, and Patrick Siiic'lair) were there not, in 

" addition to Mr. Ormsby and his sons, a party of sporting men from Sydney, who visited 
this penal island just as they would a public Fives Court, or a prize ring ? "—Do you 

know such a state of things, of your own knowledge, to have taken place? No. My 
statement respecting the sparring match is made from information received from Perry, the 
black. Some few days ago he told me Mr. Ormsby had never been present at any sparring 
match; that there had been sparring matches on the island; and that these had been 
witnessed by the officers of the guard and other gentlemen. Mr. Thomas was my authority 
for the remainder of that statement. 

Bq the Presclenl : Further on in your letter you write—" has not the son of the 
Superintendent of Cockatoo Island, who so brutally assaulted Mr. Parkes, on Saturday 

' last—who holds a Government appointment in Sydney, but who sleeps at his father's 
quarters at Cockatoo Tsland—'ias he not, I say, for a. long time past, been receiv.ing lessons 
in pugulism from the abovenamed convict pugilists, both nuder sentence for heavy crimes 
yet Perry being employed as cook, Sinclair as under-cook, so as to afford them time to give 
their pugilistic lessons ? '—Do you know these to be facts? No I have been misinformed. 
Perry told inc it was not that, but another son who had taken lessons from him; my 
informant had been Mr. Thomas. it was only the day before yesterday Perry set me to 
right as to the facts. I had made the statements entirely on Mr. Thomas' and Mr. Duff's 
nuthorty. 

Captain H. H. Browne, called in and examined 

Capt. II. H. I was Visiting  Magistrate of Cockatoo from 1848 to June, 1851. The general 

Brovne. discipline of the island during that period was, on the whole, good. When I first took 
,._...&..._.., charge the means for coercing the prisoners were very bad—the rileans of reformation also; 

17 Nov., 18257. a large number were crowded together in three dormitories; the overseers lived in temporary 
huts, on the island; no officer was in charge of the military guard; the number of overseers 
was insufficient, and some had been prisoners; no lights were kept in the wards. On taking 
charge the Government, at my request, appointed an officer of the guard, granted some 
overseers, authorised erection of quirters for the overseers, also lighting the wards, and made 
arrangements for perfect supervision of wards. I introduced muster and washing days. The 
berths were subsequently divided, on the recommendation of Mr. E. Deas Thomson. I 
found rules in operation, some of which were revised during my term of office. I do not 
recollect any rules laid down for silence being kept in wards—but singing in wards I should 
have stopped had it been brought to my notice; my impression is, the men a'ter being 
locked up were allowed to work or read till 8 p.m , and then to be silent. 

[ilJ'. J'alnzer, short-/sand writei', here entered and took evi,lence.] 
What recreation was allowed during their leisure hours, after they were turned into the 

camp? There were no leisure hours, excepting Sundays and Saturday evenings. 
And meal times? During these hours there was no recreation that I am aware of; 

during their leisure hours they were expected to wash and mend their clothes. 
On Sundays? On Sundays they were expected to read, and to conduct themselves in an 

orderly and quiet manner. The Chaplain visited them once on Sunday, and there were 
overseers and constables—men who had some idea of religion—who used to read to the men. 
I always visited the island one Sunday in every month, and mustered every person on 
the island. 
Will you tell me in what manner the Superintendent himself obtained leave of absence ? 

By communicating with me, and asking leave; I generally referred his application to the 
Government, for approval or refusal. 
How often was that leave of absence obtained? I think he sent in a return once a 

month, stating the days on which he wished to obtain leave of absence. 
What number of days would lie generally apply for in a month ? I think he took very 

little leave during my time; sometimes he did not obtain leave more than two or three times 
in a month. 
Was the specific object of his asking for leave ever stated? I think he has stated on one 

or two occasions that he wanted to absent himself on Sunday evening, in order to go to 
church. I think, to the best of my rvcollection, that was stated on some occasions. 
S. Were there any applications made It y 

him for leave of absence to go on pleasure parties or 
picnics? I think not; but I never interfered with his object; I simply referred the matter 

to the Government. 
0. The applications for leave were sent to you, and forwarded by you to the Government for 
their sanction ? Yes, it was snctioned by Government. 
10. What boats were on the island at that time? The guard-boat was the only boat I 
allowed on the island. I think the Superintendent had a small private boat when I first 
took charge, but I pointed out to him that it was irregular, and he immediately got rid of it. 
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During your time there was only one boat on the island, which was the guard-boat? Capt. 11.11. 
Only one ; I will not say the whole of the time, for I think when I first took charge of the Biowne. 
island the duty of taking the prisoners and the overseers to and fro was managed by the .----
Engineer's boat. The island was formerly under the charge of the principal engineer 17 Nov., 

in  and when Captain Morley took charge of the department, some correspondence took 
place between him and the Government respecting the carrying on of the Dry Dock, and 
Captain Morley decided upon having nothing more to do with it; and it was then placed 
under the charge of Captain Mann. in consequence of this, all the other changes took plce 
which brought the Water Police boat into operation as the means of communication with 
the island. I think for some few months after I took charge of the island it used to be,
visited by a boat manned by prisoners, or, at all events, part free and part prisoners. That 
was not under my control, but under the control of the Royal Engineers 

B'j ci1-. Merewethei : Was there any rule at the time you took charge forbidding any 
other boats being kept at the island? I am not sure whether there was any rule, but I 
considered it to be irregular. 

JJy the Uhairman If you ordered Mr. Ornisby to get rid of this boat, there must have 
been some crder prohibiting it, I presmno? In looking through the book I have here 
(the letter boo/c prod/wed by the winess) I see that in some correspondence I had with the 
Colonial Secretary I point out the, necessity that there should be no other boat 
You bclieve that during your time no other beat was allowed on the island than the guard-

boat ? Yes, and the Water Police boat, which I used to employ for communicating with 
the island, either to take prisoners there or to bring them thence; or to take time Superin-
tendent to or fiom the island. 

At present, we are informed, there are three boats—time guard-boat and two otliers 
attached to the island—that is since your time ? That is sinc(,  my time; there was only 
one boat then, the guard-boat, which was locked up in the shed when not employed. 

Are you aware whether any young gentlemen, inembers of Mr. Ormsby's family, lived 
upon the island at that time? Yes, but they were quite boys at that time ; they used to 
come to Sydney and go back again. 

Do you know whether there was any leave given for that? No; I think, in his original 
instructions the Superintendent had permission to allow members of his family to go on 
shore. If I remember rightly, his younmzest boy was at school, and the second was in some 
Government office. I think lie was almost the only one that came backwards and forwards 
to the island. The eldest son was a locker in the Customs, was married, and lived in Sydney. 

By 1111. Merewether: Are you aware that by the regulations no one having daily 
business in Sydney is permitted to reside on the island? I must say that I did not myself 
interfere with this boy coming backward and forward. He used to come to the North Shora 
from the Balmain side of the island in the guard-boat. 

By the ('Jluzzrmau: You saw no harm in that? II did not. I would not have prevented 
the Superintendent sending his son to school. 
20. 
With respect to spirits—did you ever give permission to any one to take spirits upon the 

island, or wine, or beer ? In the reguat.ions that were issued to the police, if I remember 
rightly 

Do not say, if you remember rightly—you must remember rightly or not at all ? It is 
not easy to go so far back, particularly as I have had no opportunity of refreshing my 
memory upon these matters (Time witness refer)-ed to his miii etc boo/c.) I think there is a 
rule here respecting spirits. On the 12th February, 1850, in my letter to the Colonial 
Secretary on the subject of some regulations that were submitted for my report by the Board 
of Examination which had sat c:ion the island some short time previous, I see this memo-
randum, which applies, I think, to spirits as well as to everything else brought to the 
island :-" Civil officers not to be searched by the guard when the Superintendent or his ie 
assistant is present" I say, " I submit the following proposition,—that the civil officers 
" of the island and their families should not be searched by the guard when allowed to land 
ff 

or to leave the island if the Superintendent or his assistant are present at the time." I 
think that would naturally imply that they were liable to be searched if the police had any 
suspicion. 

Did you ever give any permission for spirits to be brought to time island—was any 
application ever made to you for such permission ? I never interfercd—Do you mean by 
any civil officer? 

Yes? I never had any application made to me. I considered that the Superintendent 
was responsible for the landing of any spirits. 

Was any complaint ever made to you of spirits being improperly brought to the island? 
No, I never had a complaint of the kind made, 
25 B, Captain Wiz'd: 

You think the Superintendent generally tried to carry out the 
regulations with respect to spirits being brought to the island ? I never had reason to doubt 
it; I considered that it was a m.mtter for the exercise of his discretion, and that he should 
not prevent the families of the civil officers having what was necessary for their comfort, 
but certainly not what might lead to breaches of discipline. 
26 II, M. jjf, ewr(Ji,-r: 

Will you read the latter part of the regulation referring to the 
prohibition to free officers to bring spirits upon the island. 

(Tue witness read the regulation.) 
Was such a rule as that in existence during your time? Yes. 

By the Uliczjr,na,,: Were you ever applied to to relax that rule ? No. 
Did you ever relax it? Never. 

Was the circumstance ever brought to your knowledge that the engineers, or any person 
in their employment, were bringing spirits in undue quantities to the island? No. When 
I was Visiting Magistrate there were very few engineer officers there; that was at a later 
date. . 

*17.2E . 
' 30. 
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Capt. R. 1-1. 
30. Was any circumstance ever brought to your knowledge with reference to the refuse 

Browne. rations—the homminy? I gave instructions during the time I was Visiting Magistrate that 
all the refuse homminy should be destroyed. 

17 Nov.. 1857. 31. In what manner? It was usually thrown away into the water on the north side of the 
island at the back of the kitchen. I did this, because I conceived that it might open the 
door to charges being brought of frauds committed on the prisoners, if the homminy were not 

destroyed. 
\\as   there any complaint of such a thing having occurred? No; but sometimes there is 

a great difficulty in boiling homminy; sometimes it will be so bad that the prisoners cannot 
eat it, and therefore, to prevent the slightest chance of any prisoner being able to say that it 
was boiled badly for the purpose of being handed over to the free officers to feed pigs and 
poultry, I directed, that if it were bad, it was to be thrown away; thus, if it were bad, and 
the prisoners lost their breakfasts, nobody else would gain any benefit by it. 
At what time did you give that order? Somewhere about 1850—about the time 

I directed the pigs to be removed from the island. Formerly, pigs were kept on the island, 
and poultry in large quantities, and about 1830 I directed all the pigs to be removed, and 
the number of poultry to be kept by each officer to be limited; the Superintendent was 

included in this order. 
Was that order obeyed, do you think, during the time you were Visiting Magistrate? 

I have no reason to suppose it was not. 
\\Tere  any complaints made during that time by the prisoners that their rations were 

wrongly appropriated? I never had an actual complaint that the rations were wrongly 
appropriated; but it appeared to me to be a proper precaution to prevent the possibility of 
such a tiung, and, I think, it met the views of the Superintendent. 
Under whose orders where the police during your time? I generally appointed them, 

but they were under the Superintendent's orders; there were only about five or six during 
my time; sevei, I think, was the utmost number. 
During your time were there any deaths among the prisoners on the island? A great 

number from various causes. 
Were inquests always held upon those persons who died? No, only in those cases 

where they met with violent deaths. 
You are aware that the English rule of law is that an inquest shall be held on every 

prisoner who dies in prison? Yes, but I understood that that applied only to gaols, and that 
was not applicable to other penal establishments. 
Was it during your time that a man died from falling, or being thrown, into the dock? 

No, I think not. 
You were a member of the classification Board, I believe? I am still a member. 
What is the course pursued with reference to a prisoner when he goes to the island—of 

what does the classification consist ? In the first place, there is a perfect record obtained 

of the previous career of the prisoner. 
43 How do you classify the prisoners—according to their crimes, or according to their 
characters? The classification proceeds according to a rule approved by the Executive 

Council, the 19th December, 1848. 
Upon prisoners going to the island they are classified under those rules? Yes. 
Was their classification ever changed in consequence of anything on the island? Con-

tinually, for misconduct, which was reported to me at the end of every month by the task-
work clerk, and, according to the nature of the offences of which they were convicted, they 

were reduced in their classes. 
Were they promoted to higher classes for good conduct? They were promoted for good 

conduct. 
47 Upon what data were they promoted for good conduct? Their promotion for good 
conduct depended very much upon the representation of the Superintendent; the overseers 
came more particularly under his notice than the men in gangs, but the latter were recom-
mended either by the overseers of gangs or the task-work clerk, who recorded the amount of 

work they bad done. 
48. It was upon the report of the Superintendent that indulgence was given in that par- 

titular? Yes. 
49 Do you recollect the circumstance of a prisoner named Fox not being released from the 

island? I cannot charge my memory with that. 
Was it in your time or not? I do not remember it. 
By Captain Ward: At what time were the prisoners generally locked up in the 

evening? Immediately after their supper. 
52 I refer to their being put inside the square? There was no square at the time I took 
charge of the island; it was merely an open hollow square, without the slightest protection 
from the prisoners who were allowed to roam all over the island. 

By Mr. Mereweiher: The men were mustered from work at what hour? I have fre- 
quently seen them marched up from their work to supper, and immediately after they had 
their suppers marched off to the wards. 

By Uaptain. Ward: After the hours of business, what were the legitimate hours for 

recreation? I should not say there was any recreation. 
Was there not some time between the period of their knocking off work and of going 

to bed, or being locked up in the wards ? Yes. 
This was their time of leisure—bad they any recreation then, or how did they spend 

their time? They roamed about the square, smoked their pipes, and talked together. After 
dinner they were allowed to smoke, between the time of finishing their dinners and of being 
returned to their gangs. 
During these hours of leisure would you have objected to the prisoners taking recreation 

in such a way as playing at leap-frog? Yes. 58 
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By Air IIerewe1ier: You would have objected to their sparring? I should, decidedly. Capt.  If., H. 
By Captain Ward: When I ask you whether you would have objected to their taking Browne. 

recreation, I mean, of course, provided it were orderly? I think a prison is not the place 
for recreation. I should not have advised it to be permitted. I cannot say that it-did not 17 Nov., 1857. 
take place, but it was never brought under my notice; if it had been I should have objected 
to it. 

There were no regulations at the time to forbid orderly amusements? I do not know 
that there were; but I imagine that the allowing amusements would have been a matter for 
the exercise of my discretion, and if Mr. Orrnsby and myself had disagreed with reference to 
it, I should have referred it the Governmnt. I say it might have taken place, but it was 
never reported to me by the Superintendent. 
'Pliere were no regulations at the tin-ic to forbid orderly recreations? No there were not, 

I believe. 
By Mr. Mere weiher : Do you think that kind of recreation compatible with prison dis-

cipline? I think not. 
By Captain Wai'cl: Did you, at any time while you were Visiting Magistrate of the 

island, notice any scenes which would indicate that spirits had obtained free access to the 
island; for instance, were the prisoners ever found drunk? Yes, there was one case, if not 
two cases, of the kind, where the question arose respecting spirits; but it was, if I recollect 
rightly, after the appointment of police on the island, cud at that time, in organising the 
police, we had some difficulty in getting decent men. One or two of the police were, in the 
first instance, discharged for drunkenness. I think, upon reflection, only one case was 
brought to my knowledge where spirits had been brought to the island through one of the 
police. A servant appointed to attend upon the police was found tipsy. I think that is the 
only case that caine to my knowledge, but I have heard it rumored that spirits were left on 
the island at night. I do not, however, know that as a fact. 
In this particular case, had you any reason to suppose that the spirits were brought to 

the island through any negligence on the part of the Superintendent—did he exercise due 
vigilance to prevent it? No; the Superintendent could not be always at the wharf, and at 
that time, I think, I acquitted the Superintendent and dismissed the constable, who was the 
man on guard. I think the spirits were brought by some of his friends in the boat. I did 
not blame the Superintendent. 
You say that during your government you ordered that no private boat should be left on 

the island? Yes. 

Then bow was it supposed that the Superintendent would get to Sydney and back to the 
island on his own private business? He informed me by letter on what days he wished to 
go to Sydney, and as I usually visited the island twice a week, he used to say, I should like 
the boat to be at the island at eleven o'clock, twelve o'clock, or any other time, and .1 
took care that the boat should be sent for him. It was sufficiently large to take himself and 
family, and he was allowed to use it. 
Was he allowed to have this boat by the Government on his own private business, according 

to your understanding? No, I did not allow him to have the boat for his private business; 
he applied for permission to leave the island, and I sent the boat to bring him to Sydney, and 
to take him back. 

Did he apply for it on official business? He only applied to be allowed to leave the 
island on certain -days, and on those days I gave him the means of coming to Sydney and 
of returning to the island. 
If he had applied to come to Sydney on his private business would you have allowed 

him to have had the boat—is the Superintendent authorised to employ the boat one day of 
the week upon his private business? During the time I was Visiting Magistrate there was 
no boat attached to the island absolutely; but * * * * * * * * 
and with that I manned a four oared boat, and that boat was, to all intents and purposes, a 
Water Police boat. It used to go armed with carbines, cutlasses, and everything in the 
same way as a boat employed by,  the police. That boat went for the Superintendent, took 
prisoners to, or brought them from the island, and only went and came as directed by me. 
70, Do you consider that the Superintendent after being allowed any boat on the 
island was authorised to use that boat, if he got leave one day of the week upon his private 
business—I want to know if when he wanted to go to Sydney on his private business he was 
allowed to use the boat? Yes; he went to Sydney on his private business. When he 
obtained leave he might do what he liked till he came back again. 

When he applied to you, and informed you that he wished to leave the island, the boat 
went for him and took him back to the island at what hours he liked? Yes. 
Even if he went on his own private business? Yes. 
By Mr. Merewether: But it was not at his disposal all the time? No. I know Mr. 

Ormsby complained very much; he thought it a very great hardship to be so completely shut 
up in an island of that kind without having a boat at his control whenever he thought 
proper. 
By the C/iaim'nzan: Did you ever authorise Mr.' Ormsby to take the boat for pleasure 

parties or picnics? He never asked me for it. 
And you never authorised him to employ it for such purposes? I am sure I never 

authorised it. 
i'i, Captain Ward: Have you ever known the Superintendent to confine prisoners for 

misaonduct, and to release them again upon his own responsibility, without bringing them 
before the Visiting Magistrate? I dare say there might have been one or two eases of the 
kind, but it was not a general principle. 
Was such a complaint ever brought before you by any of the prisoners or subordinate 

officers? I do not think he ever did so; when he considered it necessary to confine a 
prisoner he never released him till I came to the island; if he then begged him off, in con- 

sequence 
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Capt. H. H. sequence of his previous conduct on the island, which might have been the case, I might 
Browne. have acceded to his request, but I do not think lie went so far as to release prisoners without 

bringing them before me. 
17 Nov., 1857. 78. The case was handed over by him to you to be adjudicated upon? Yes. 

You spoke of the reformation of prisoners '—was there any power in the clergyman to 
have a prisoner kept off work for the purpose of mental improvement, for reading, writing, 
or other similar occupation ? One of the prisoners, I think, acted as clerk to the clergyman 
who visited the island, and he had some exemption from duty, in order that he might attend 
in the hospital and read to some of the prisoners who were sick. 

Generally, is the clergyman allowed any discretion to recommend prisoners to be kept 
off the works? No; I do not think it was done in my time. 

By uui. iifereweikei: Do you consider it absolutdy necessary, from the experience gained 
by you during the time you were on the island, that there should he a boat attached to the 
island, what you call a visitors' boat—that there should be any such communication estak-
lished? My impression on that point is, that it is very advisable there should not Le a 
boat. I have had many conversations with Mr. Ormsby upon the subject, and I believe he 

in agreed with c frequently in the views I advocated, that the less the means of coniiiiuniea-
tion with the prisoners the better. There were police on the island who were attached to 
the, boat, and, as we know the class of people to which many of the police belong, it was not 
unlikely that they would be the means of communicating between the prisoners and their 
friends in Sydney. In order to guard against any evil from this cause, while 1 was Visiting 
Magistrate I would not allow the Water Police to land upon the island, or to mix with the 
island police. As soon as I landed they were sent off the island to the buoy. 
Was there any complaint of inconvenience from the officers as to the want of a boat? 

Yes, they all thought it very hard that they should be placed at such a distance from Sydney, 
and be obliged to depend upon me for the means of communication. I agreed that it was a 
hardship, but I believed that the public service was benefited by the arrangement. I know 
Mr. Ormsby complained of it very much. 

You think, for the convenience of the officers, it is desirable that a boat should be 
attached to the island, but that for the public service it is objectionable ? Yes. 

What is your gencra.l opinion of the mode in which Mr. Ormsby carried on the manage-
mentof the island ? As far as I saw, during the long period that I was Visiting Magistrate, 
although we might have differed upon some points, he generally performed his duty in a very 
satisfactory way. We were always upon the very best terms, although we were, on duty, as 
distant as if we had never known each other; and when I felt it to be my duty to complain, 
I did complain, and I found that Mr. Ormsby attended to my directions. 
You were generally satisfied with Mr. Ormsby's management of the island during the 

time you were there? Yes. I think he had a very difficult task to perform; and with the 
means and appliances at his command when he first went there, I think it redounds much 
to his credit that he was able to keep the people in the order he did. 

John M'Lerie, J.P., was called in and examined, as follows :- 

J. M'Lerie, 1. By time Chairman: You are the Visiting Magistrate of Cockatoo Island? I was. 
2. You succeeded Captain Browne? Yes; I succeeded him in June, ISbi. 

1718 
3. I what state did you find the island in point of discipline? Very good. 

Nov., °7
4. What was the conduct of the prisoners? Very good, generally; there were exceptions 
occasionally. 
Did you know of the existence of the rule established by Captain Browne for the destruc-

tion of refuse rations—that is to sy, the sweepings, or what was left by the men after 
breakfast or dinner—are you aware that there was in existence any rule for throwing away 
the refuse? I cannot, at this moment, recollect. I know that when I had charge of the 
gaol at Darlinghurst I had a rule to that effect. 
Are you aware that this refuse homminy was disposed of in any particular manner? I 

am not aware. 
You do not know what became of it? I do not recolleet.that the matter was ever brought 

under my notice in any way. [Time minute boo/c was produced] 
By Hr Merewether: Did you ever see this minute book—it was opened by Captain 

Browne about the time he took charge? I never read this minute book. I kept one myself; 
or, rather, carried on this from tile time I took charge. 
You were not aware of the entry at the foot of the page, which directs that the refuse 

homminy shall be thrown away? No, I do not recollect ever seeing that before. 
By the (,hajr,nan: Perhaps you can charge your memory with this—whether you 

authorised any other disposition of it? Not to my knowledge. 
Did you ever order it to he distributed among the free overseers for their stock ? If I 

did it will be found in my minute book; all my orders were entered there. 
What were the rules with reference to the conduct of prisoners in their wards—were 

there any rules in existence in your time with reference to that? You mean after being 
locked up? 
After being locked up? Yes, there were rules, and I think I made some change in 

them trat I thought might be an improvement. I employed wardsmen under the free over-
seers outside, who were responsitle for the conduct of the prisoners. 

Was there anything like singing in the dormitories ? After being locked up they were 
allowed to talk, but not after a certain hour. 

Wltt was that hour? Ejht p'clock, I think. 
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Were there any rules as to their conduct, during work, as to silence? The silent system ,j. it1Icriø, 
was not enforced, but no improper language was allowed. . J.P. 
During their leisure hours was any recreation allowed? When I first took charge of  

the island they were allowed to make cabbage-tree hats in their spare hours. 17 Nov., 1857, 
By Mr. Mereweiher: Will you explain what  you mean by their spare time? When 

not employed on the public works under the engineer. 
What were the hours? The hours varied according to the season of the year. 
By the Chairman: During some portion of their meal hours did they make cabbage-tree 

hats? Yes, at any time when they were not employed otherwise. 
After being locked up? Yes. 
Before eight o'clock ? Yes; before the hours fixed for silence. 
They were allowed to make straw or cabbage-trec hats at these times? Yes, at that 

period. 
How long did that continue? I think it was discontinued in 1853. 
On account of some objections having been made to it? Yes. 
Were these objections which you yourself entertained? Yes; I was very glad when the 

Government did away with it. - 
You thought it open to abuse? Yes. 
Were recreations, such as singing, dancing, leap-frog, allowed during the time they were 

not employed on the public works? Innocent amusements of such a kind as leap-frog, so 
long as the amusements were not too boisterous, or offensive, or likely to lead to a breach of 
discipline. 
You considered that allowable? Yes. 
On Sundays would the same recreations have been allowed? Not on Sundays, certainly. 
In what manner did the Superintendent obtain leave of absence when he required it? 

On the first of every month an application was made to me from the Superintendent, which 
application I forwarded to the Governor General for his approval. In this application. the 
Superintendent mentioned the days on which he wished to leave the island, and as, from 
various causes, principally on account of the public service, it was not sometimes convenient 
for the Superintendent to leave the island on the days allowed by the Governor, I found it 
necessary, shortly after I took charge, to add the words, "and if any of the days so named 
" should be found inconvenient on account of the public service, such other days in lieu 
thereof as may be approved by the Visiting Magistrate." 
And, except with that permission, the Superintendent could not leave ftie island? No. 
In what manner did he avail himself of the permission-when he did leave how did he 

get to Sydney and back again to the island? He was allowed to make use of one of the 
boats, one of the guard-boats. 
Was that a boat sent for him ? No; all the boats belonging to the island remained 

there. 
What boats were then allowed? The guard-boat. The visitors' boat, although not 

unserviceable, required extensive repair, and I applied to the Government for a new boat, 
which was given. After the other boat was repaired, it was retained as a supernumerary 
boat, in ease of any accident to either f the others. 
So that there are two visitors' boats in fact? There was one before, but it was an occa-

sional boat. 
B, Mr. Merewether: Was the visitors' boat established on your taking charge? In 

Captain Browne's time the visitors' boat was part of the Water Police establishment, and 
Captain Browne had two additional men allowed him for the purpose of that boat. 
Was that arrangement radically changed uhen you took charge? Yes; there were four 

men placed in the boat as a crew. 
B1 time Uhai,man: Theneeforward that boat was called the visitors' boat? Yes. 
The other boat was called the old boat, and the third the guard.boat? Yes. Sometimes 

the old boat was required on Sundays, as one of the clergymen lived on the North Shore 
and the other in Sydney, and two boats were sometimes employed. 
Was this old boat that was unserviceable, and afterwards repaired, the old police boat? 

Yes. 
Then, in one of these boats the Superintendent would come to Sydney when he had 

leave? Yes. 
With respect to spirits-was there any restriction as to bringing spirits, to the island? 

There were orders against it; but I found after the number of civil officers increased, and 
people connected with the Engineer's Department, that it was a restriction they would not 
assent to. There was a Board appointed, and the rule was modified. 
4. Then there was a rule in existence against bringing spirits to the island? Yes; but 
when the number of free officers connected with the Engineer's Department increased on the 
island, they would not submit to the restrictions imposed by these regulations. There was 
a modification of the rule made by a Board appointed, of which two of the gentlemen now 
present were members. 
45. Do you remember receiving a letter from Mr. Ormsby, of which this is a copy? (The 
copy of a letter was handed to the witness, and was read as follows) 

Cockatoo Island, 19 S'eptember, 1853. 

" Sir,-I have the honor to enclose you two reports made to me by Acting Inspector 
"Finnucane, relative to the conduct of the free mechanics employed under the Civil Engineer, 
" by which you will perceive that they are not under any control, and presume to commit 
"themselves in a manner that persons dare not do in Sydney. From the repeated misconduct 
"of these men, and no notice whatever having been taken of it, I am half inclined to think that 
"the Government do not wish to have them interfered with; had it not been that the wives 

* 17-F "of 
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J. MLurie, CC of the Messrs. Hodgekiss were with them)  and the hour so late, I certainly would not have 
J.P. "allowed them to land. 

"Mr. Warwick was, also, I am informed, in a state of drunkenness yesterday, walking 
17 Nov.. 167. " about the island. The noise and bad language made use of by Mr. Hodgekiss was disgraceful, 

and ought not to be tolerated at a penal settlement. I trust you will at once take measures 
to prevent a repetition of such conduct; for, if persistcd in, and an example is not made of 
"some person, all control, not only of the free officers of the island but also of the prisoners, 
" will be lost. This is the same man who was connected with the wheat transaction. I think 
" that Mr. Mann ought to send his boat on Saturdays and Sundays for the accommodation of 
" those men, as our boat is constantly employed by them on these days. 

I have, &c., 
"CHARLES ORMSBY, 

"Jiio. M'Lerie. Esq., J.P., " Superintendent. 

Visiting Magistrate." 

Yes, I received a good many communications of this kind with reference to the conduct of 
these neople who arrived on the island 

Then, in fact, Mr. Ormsby did represent to you that irregularities occurred ? Yes, and 
I brought it under the notice of Government, and in consequence of similar representations 
the Board was appointed, and the modifications were made. 

Did any one ever ask you for permission to land spirits—I mean the free overseers. You 
are aware that by one of the regulations of the Government no spirits can be landed without 
permission of the Visiting Magistrate—were you ever asked for permission ? I think 
there is an exception ; I never had such an application from a subordinate officer. 
Do you know whether spirits were brought to the island without such permission? I 

cannot say. 
Was it ever reported to you that spirits were unduly imported to the island ? I think I 

recollect on one occasion some report having been brought to me that a bottle of wine had 
been found in possession of one of the police. Mr. Ornisby informed me of it, and said the 
man was unwell, and I told the Inspector not to take notice of it, as it might be looked upon 
as medicine. 

Was there any complaint that spirits were brought freely to the island? There were 
no complaints but I was convinced that spirits were brought, as on one or two occasions I 
had to punis poisoners for being drunk. 
Therefore you were satisfied that spirits got to them ? Yes. There is one thing I ought 

to mention in justice to the authorities—the officers of the island. We found on one occasion 
spirits in a " plant," as it is called. After the prisoners are recalled to their barracks, the 
sentries are withdrawn from the shores of the island, which are thus left unprotected, and 
boats can land ; spirits may then be planted among the rocks in positions with which, by 
preconcerted signals, the prisoners may be made acquainted. 

By Mr. Merewetiter: By what means? By people coming over in the boats. After 
the evening the sentries are drawn around the prison, and the shores are all exposed; and I 
have no doubt that other prohibited articles, besides spirits, are left in the same way. 

By Captain Ward: Can you suggest any means of stopping such things in future? 
Nothing but a cordon of sentries, and that would be rather expensive. 

By the Chairman: You think that the prisoners need not resort to the boats which visit 
the island during the day for the means of conveying spirits to them, so long as their friends 
could have access to the island by night and conceal them where they would be able to get 
them when they wanted? No. Of course the officers are always on the look out for such 
things, but on such an extensive island it is easy to elude their vigilance. 

Bij Mr. Mercwethcr Are not all the prisoners concentrated on one part of the island 

for work? No; they are all round the island. 
So far as my observation has served me when I have been on the island, they have all 

been concentrated upon one point? There are nearly a hundred prisoners who are not on 
the works, who are variously employed as servants to the officers, cooks, and sentries. 
But outside of all of them there is a cordon of sentries? These are called in at night. 
You do not appear to see the point of my question. If there is a cordon of sentries in 

the day, these men can have no access to the shore, as if they break the line the sentries are at 
liberty to shoot them ? But they do not break the line. When the prisoners are withdrawii 
the sentries are drawn round the prison, therefore the shores are left CXpO5cd ; by previous 
arrangement parties come to the island at night and plant the spirits, which the prisoners 

take the next day. 
By the Chairman: flow could they go to get them the next day? Supposing a 

prisoner to be leaving the island to-day and coming to Sydney as a free man, lie might make 
an arrangement with his previous comrades to plant spirits in a certain place. 

In what manner would the prisoner Eel down to the place? It would be left in such a 

way that the prisoner would have access to it. 
But, as Mr. Merewether said, he would have to break the line of the sentries to get to 

it? Suppose two men are working at a certain stone and one of them is to be set free 
to-morrow, be says to his comrade, "If you look under this stone the day after to-morrow 
you will find something." The man would then deposit it in the place agreed upon inside 
the lines. One of the reasons of my looking upon Cockatoo Island as an objectionable place 
for a penal establishment was that it was so near Sydney; and, therefore, so easy of access by 
the companions of the prisoners. 

Are you of opinion that it is next to impossible to prevent spirits being conveyed to 
Cockatoo by that mode? Yes; the only limit being the want of means on the part of the 
prisoners to pnrchase them. 
The police of the island are, I believe, under your orders? They were. 

64. 
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Did they ever complain to you of spirits being brought to the island in the island boats? j. ILerie, ' I do not remember. 
r:P. 

Are you aware whether the police did their duty in searching the boats? They had 
their orders. There was a complaint made by Mr. Ormsby—something about a package of'17 Nov., 187. 
his being searched for spirits; that was about the time that the rules, as applicable to the 
Engineer's Department, were modified. 

Are you aware of the fact whether the boats were searched or not? I cannot be aware 
of the fact. 

Are you aware whether the police had or had not a copy of the regulations? They had 
a copy of the regulations. 

Of the new regulations? The old regulations were in the book, and every officer had 
them read to him before he was sworn in. 

They were the old regulations? There was no change in the police regulations. 
Was there not this important difference in the two regulations, that the police were 

under the Superintendent in the old regulations and under the Visiting Magistrate in the 
new—will you read that? (A copy of the regulations was handed to the witness.) I see that, but they were under me before. 

But they appear to be under Mr. Ormsby in the old regulations? Yes; he had a 
certain control on the island, but I did not assume any more authority after the new regula-
tions than I did before. 

Had they a copy of these regulations with the alteration to which your attention has 
been directed—do you remember one of the policemen applying to you for a copy of the 
regulations and being refused—Constable Scott, for instance? I do not think it likely any 
constable ever applied to me for a copy of the regulations. 

Did you ever make such an answer as this, upon an application being made to you forthe 
regulations—" Your instructions are that you are to obey the orders of your superior officer"? 
Yes, I do remember the circumstanco now. At the time these regulations came out the rules 
for the police, as drawn up, were not applicable to the body as it then existed, but to a 
smaller number; the rule as to posting sentries did not apply. I had intended to bring this 
matter under the notice of the Government, and to have the rule changed, and before I did 
so, I remember the Inspector asking for the rule, and I said, "for the present obey the orders 
It 
you receive." But these rules, with that exception, ought to have been in the possession 
of the police, and I am not aware that they were not. 

By Mr. Merewethei: It is the fact that a change was wade in the 6ule that refers to the 
management of the police, and that the name of the Superintendent was scratched out and 
that of the Visiting Magistrate inserted? That did not affect my responsibility in the least. 
But did it not render it necessary that the rules should be placed in the hands of the 

police? 
By the UlIarnia,j: All we want to know is whether an application was made to you by 

the policeman for a copy, and whether you declined to give it him? I did not decline; I 
remember giving him the answer I have just been reminded of. I intended to have brought 
this point under the notice of the Government, and when I was applied to by the Inspector, 
I said, " for the present obey the orders you receive." 
Did any deaths occur on the island while you were Police Magistrate? Frequently. 
Were inquests always held upon them? Yes. 
According to your recollection? Yes. 
B9 UapIarn Ware!: This same Constable Scott applied to Mr. Ormsby for the regulations, 

and he declined to give them—was it under your authority, he declined to give them or not? 
I do not know whether he heard hat passed. 

You declined to give them because they were not perfect in certain details—was Mr. 
Ormsby cognizant of that? I remember having a conversation with Mr. Ormsby as to the 
change necessary to meet the altered number of the police. 
Had Mr. Ormsby any authority, direct or indirect, to refuse these regulations until 

they were altered? Not to refuse them. 
When Inspector Dunning applied for them, do you think Mr. Ormsby ought to have 

given them to the police? He was perfectly aware that I was about to apply to the G overn-
ment to make the alteration in the rule. 
By the (Jleairrnun: But you never did obtain that alteration? No; I left the island 

about that time to obtain my present appointment. 

8. You gave no authority to Mr. Ormsby to refuse him; if the Inspector were refused it 
was not by your authority? No, not by my authority. 
You never gave the Inspector a copy of tire regulations? No. 
Then the Inspector was left without the new regulations? Yes; for the reason I have 

stated. 

Do you remember the death of a man named Dunmore? Not by name. 
He was a young man who died in the hospital of inflammation of the lungs; a memo-

rial was drawn up and signed by some of the prisoners charging the dispenser with having 
sent him to the exemptground and thereby exaggerated disease; that he was taken to the 
hospital and died two or three days after? If such a charge were made against the dispenser, 
I have no doubt I handed it over to the Visiting Surgeon. 
It was in March, lSSG—were you Visiting Magistrate then? Yes; but I do not 

remember the circumstance. 
Do you remember a person on the island named Mcrewether? Yes. 

2. Can you tell us what sort of a character he was? On the island he was a fran who 
gave me some trouble, and I was obliged to punish him for a breach of the regulations. 
93 In what respect? He was a good penman, and a short time after he had been on the 
island I appointed him assistant to the task-work clerk, where he was not mixed up with 
the other prisoners, and I found that he had been encouraged by the wife of an officer then 

on 
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J M'Lerie, on the island to go to her house and write letters, which she or her servants conveyed to 

J.P. the town, which was a breach of the regulations. 
94. What officer was that? Lieutenant Davis, of the 11th. 

17 Nov., 187. 95. Was there anything else against this man? Well, there was a suspicion which, 

perhaps, I should not mention,- of impropriety of conduct in another way—there wera 

grounds of suspicion. 
In consequence of these grounds of suspicion, what did you do? I sent him back to 

labor with the other prisoners. 
It was not a suspicion of such a nature as to induce you to confine bim separately? 

No; it did not amount to that. 
Do you remember a prisoner of the name of Groom on the island? I do not remember 

him at all. 1 may also mention that Merewether was a man of a superior class to the 
prisoners -generally, and was a kind of leader in all sorts of complaints. 
Do you remember his being at the head of a deputation about a man who was said to 

have been ill-used by the dispenser? Yes; I remember, on one occasion, Merewether did 

come with another man to the office. 
Do you remember that occasion, and whether you inquired into the circumstance 

complained of or not? If I knew the date I would refer to my minute book—to the best 
of my recollection I referred the matter to the Visiting Surgeon. (The uiltoess referveci to 

his  minute book.) Here is the entry, the I 3th April—" George Stokes, Joseph Murphy, 
"John Merewether, Henry Snelgrove, Charles Skerritt, and John Clarke, were admonished 
"for making certain statements against the dispenser, Mr. Peers, which, upon investigation, 

"turned out to be without foundation." 
Generally, as to the management of the island, were you satisfied with the discipline 

of Mr. Ormsby ? Yes, generally. 
Do you think he was a man who carried the regulations of the island generally into 

effect ? Yes. 
Was he firm in the discharge of his duty or pusillanimous? I always considered him 

firm; that was a quality which I considered he possessed in an eminent degree. 
104; Was his treatment of the prisoners kind and humane or the contrary? If I had any 
fault to find with him, it was that he was almost too humane. 

His system was rather of the mild than of the severe order? Yes. 
Have you any fault to find with his system as being unreasonably mild, or was he given 

to favoritism or partiality ? No. 
Was there any such charge against him during your time? In an establishment of 

that kind, where there are berths, as they are called, to he given, it was almost impossible to 
avoid the charge of partiality. I made the appointment, as Visiting Magistrate, but the 
prisoners were under the impression that the men appointed were recommended by Mr. 

Ormsby. 
Have you had complaints of partiality made? I have had complaints. 
If any complaints were made, did you inquire into them? I satisfied myself by 

referring to the previous history of the parties, and their conduct on the island. 
Were you satisfied that Mr. Ormsby had acted rightly? Yes; there may have been 

occasions where I have found fault with Mr. Ormsby. 
Are you aware whether persons have ever slept upon the island who did not belong to 

it, with or without the permission ? Not without it. 
Were you in the habit of giving permission occasionally? The only instances where 

I deparated from the rules were, when the wives of free officers have been confined, and have 
required nurses; in such eases I have given permission to their relatives, or other persons, to 

come to the island to nurse. 
Are you aware whether the regulations were carried into effect with reference to the 

number of fowls, and other animals, allowed to be kept on thq island by the Superintendent 
and officers? I was aware that a regulation did exist as to the number to be kept. I have 
asked Mr. Ormsby whether the number was exceeded, and he has replied that it was not. 

You knew nothing upon that subject yourself? I never counted the poultry, but Mr. 
Ormsby told me that the regulation was carried out. 

Do you know what became of the poultry, or any part of it—it has been suggested to 
the Board that you have had a present now and then? I had a present once. Mr. Ormsby 
had a very handsome description of Coehin China fowls some few years ago, and was kind 

enough to send me one of each sex on one occasion. 
And a turkey upon another? I do not recollect--it may have been the ease, but it 

mut have been a long while ago. I recollect Mr. Ormsby requesting me to accept a cock 
and hen of the Cochin China breed, which was then so much in request. 

I put these questions at the request of Mr. Ormsby. Do you remember the circum- 
stance of Mr. Ormsby asking leave for the boat to go a-fishing? I do. 

One more than one occasion? Yes. Mr. Ormsby said the policemen had, in their 
leisure hours, made a net, and he asked me would I have any objection to their fishing in 
the bay in one of the spare boats. I gave him that permission when the police were not 

on duty. 
More than once? More than once. 
Do you know the circumstance of young Mr. Ormsby living on the island? Mr. 

Ormsby was Clerk of the Bench at Wollombi, and the Government at that period gave him 
an appointment at the Treasury in lieu of it; and Mr Ormsby said, as his son was in a 
Government office, and living in Sydney, he should be glad if he could be permitted to live 
upon the island. I spoke to the late Governor, Sir Charles Fitz Roy, upon the subject, and 

he gave permission. 
Are you aware that two of his sons lived upon the island? Yes; that was with the 

permission of Sir Charles Fitz Roy. 122. 
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Are you aware that they kept a boat? Yes; that was mentioned also. On one occasion, j. 
coming from the island with Sir Charles Fitz Roy, we met his sons in their boat. J.P 

Was that under the sanction of Sir Charles Fit.z Roy? Yes. 
Are you not of opinion that the keeping of boats at the island was subject to great 17 Nov., 18T.. 

abuse? It was perfectly understood by Mr. Ormsby that if it were found to lead to any 
abuse it would be inimediately stopped; but I do not believe it was ever abused. 

He was informed of that? Yes. 
And the young men were also informed? Yes. 
You have no reason to suppose that it was abued at all? I have no reason. 
By Gaptain Ward: With respect to, the days when Mr. Ormsby had the use of the 

visitors' boat to come to Sydney, was he allowed to have the use of it for the whole day? 
There was no rule with regard to the visitors' boat; but it was perfectly understood that when 
the boat was not required for the purpose for which it was granted it was at the service of 
Mr. Ormsby. 

120. When he applied for the boat for a certain day, was it left at his disposal for the whole 
of that day ? Provided it did not interfere with any public duty. 
I 0. Py iVi-. .ilhrewetlur : That was your regulation ? There was no regulation. 
I 1. By Captain Ward: Captain l'lrowne kept it as his own boat? Yes; he was the executive 
officer of the Water Police, and required it himself; I did not require it for any purpose. 

We are told that up to eight o'clocksinging was allowed in the wards.- can you justify 
that? I have ali'eady answered that question-that I did not discourage innocent amusement; 
and so long as. there was nothing offensive or disgusting in the song, I should not have 
objected. I was anxious to introduce reading among them during their leisure hours. 

By Mr. Mei'ew, IJ1H: Singing and reading are two very different thiags-do you think 
amusement of that kind should have been allowed? I have said I should not have objected 
to it if the songs were not of an offensive character. 

Iy Captain lVard: We are told that presents of clothing have been sent to the 
prisoners-was that during your time? Whenever an application was made to me by the 
friends of prisoners to be allowed to send under-clothing for the winter I permitted them to 
do so; but I allowed no article to be worn that changed their external appearance. 

Small articles, as neck-ties? I have allowed woollen comforters, mufflers, worsted socks, 
and drawers; but I have never allowed any change in the outer garb of the prisoners. 

I do not think you have stated how long you were Visiting Magistrate of Cockatoo? I 
was appointed in June 1851, and I ceased on my appointment to my present office,.in 
October 1856. 

I want to get some sort of opinion from you with respect to the regulations being 
refused by Mr. Ormsby to Inspector Dunning, whether he was aware of your having first 
refused the regulations, and of the grounds of that refusal ? I cannot answer that question. 
When I was asked by Dunning for the regulations I cannot say whether Mr. Ormsby was 
within hearing or not. 

Do you consider that Mr. Ormsby ought to have given these rules to Mr. Dunning 
when he required them ? 1 can see no reason why -)Jr. Ormsby should not have given them, 
subject to the alterations I have referred to. 

By Mr. .M,rewetke,-: I should like to thoroughly understand under whose control the 
visitors' boat was-was it under yours or Mr. Ormsby's? It could not be under my control, 
for I never saw it, except on the days that I visited the island. 

Then, am Ito understand that under your administration he had the entire control over 
it, except when employed to fetch yourself, the 'Visiting Surgeon, or the clergymen? Yes. 

You left it under his eontcJ? Yes; I could not have the control when I was in 
Sydney. To shew that I did not look upon it as a boat exclusively for the officers for whom 
it was purchased, there is a menioranduna, in my writing, to the effect that on all occasions 
when there was a spare seat in the boat any free officer going to or coming from the 
island should have the use of it. It was a boat for the use of the free officers of the island, 
as well as for visitors. 

Was that the object for which it was voted? It was for the conveyance of the visiting 
officers who did not reside on the island. 
1.43. Then you thought you did not depart from the rule by extending its use to the free 
officers on the island ? Certainly. 

By Captain Ward: Did you recognise Mr. Ormsby's using the boat when it was not 
required for the public service? Yes. 

Without your leave having been previously asked? Yes. Mr. Ormsby could only use 
the boat on days when he was authorised by the Governor General to leave the island. 

You are not aware whether he ever left upon any other days than those for which he 
obtained leave? I do not believe Mr. Ormsby ever did; I have no reason to suppose 
he would infringe his orders.. 

It must have been during your time he went to Chowder Bay? It was. 
That was by your permission? Yes. 
By Me,-ewefher: Did you give Mr. Ormsby permission to go with the boat to 

Chowder Bay? Mr. Ormsby asked whether, instead of coming to Sydney on the day for 
which he had obtained leave, he might go to Chowder Bay. 

Had you the power to give that permission ? That is a question which remains for the 
Government to decide. I presume I had the power. 

Then, in case of any diversion of the boat from its ordinary uses, it was necessary for 
Mr. Ormsby to apply to you for leave? Yes; but I have taken prisoners over in the boat 
myself 

That was for the public service? Yes. 
Whose duty was it to inspect the boats arriving at and leaving the island-from your 

* 17-.G recollection? 
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J. MLeric, recollection? I think there was a former order—either the Superintendent or Deputy 
J.P. Superintendent. 

You are not aware whether that is carried out? I am aware that every boat approach-

17 Nev., 1857. ing the island has been reported to the Superintendent when I have been there. 
You are not aware whether the regulation has been carried out—and the Superin-

tendent himself has been present when the boat has arrived? I am perfectly satisfied he 
could not have been in many instances, because at the time the boat arrived he has been 
engaged with me. 

Whose duty was it to be present? Under former orders, the Superintendent or his 

deputy. 
You say that young Mr. Ormsby was allowed to have a boat, and that there were three 

other boats—do you think it advisable there should be so many boats attached to a penal 
establishment—are not the facilities for bringing spirits and other forbidden articles to the 
island thereby increased? I do not think so, if precautions are taken. 

Do you think it desirable that there should be frequent communication between the 
island and the mainland? It is not desirable; but at Cockatoo Island, in its present state, 
frequent communication could not be avoided. There are two or three boats connected with 
the Engineer's Department. 

As far as the statements made to the Board have gone; the people who come to the 
island are brought in the island boats? That is a mistake. 

What other boats are there? Watermen's boats; one of the officers of the Engineer's 
Department lives off the island ; he has permission from Captain Mann, who himself has a 

boat. 
By Captain Ward: Those boats are sent off to the buoy after the parties have landed, 

are they not? Yes. 
By Mr. .lWerewether: There are other boats than those attached to the penal depart-

ment of the island constantly going backward and forward? Yes; and this, of course, 
increases the difficulty of keeping up the penal nature of the island. 

And renders it still more desirable that the Superintendent, or some one, should be 
there to receive the boats? The Inspector of Police is always there. 

By Mr. Dillon: Are there not two other boats, one kept by Mr. Broderiok, and the 
other by Mr. Duff, an officer in the Engineer's Department? Yes, there are two boats con-
nected with the Engineer's Department, besides i\lr. Mann's. 

By Captain Ward: In fact, there is no limit to the boats? No. 
By the Chairman: In consequence of the proximity of the island to Sydney, you are 

of opinion that it is not a suitable place for the carrying out of penal discipline effectually? 
Yes, I have always represented that to be my opinion. In fact I regard Cockatoo Island, at 
present, as only a slight improvement upon the old stockades of the country. 

Do you think that the introduction of so many free people under another department 
(the Engineer's) has increased the difficulty of the management of the convicts? It has. I 
have always represented that the increase of free people on the island, connected with the 
Engineer's Department, renders it more difficult to carry out the penal discipline strictly.. 

By Mr. Merewether: Can you mention in what way it increases the difficulty? The more 
constant communication between the island and the mainland increases the number of 
visitors to the island; I have sometimes given half-a-dozen permissions in a day to the 
friends of people on the island. 

You might have refused those persons who applied to you? I might, but I should not 
have felt myself justified in doing so. I should not think it fair to treat free officers as if 
they were prisoners.I have, however, frequently refused people. 
At the request of JIfr. Dil/.n the /ollowinq regulation was read:—" The Superintendent is 
not in any way to interfere with the officers and men of the Civil Engineer's Department; 
his power being restricted to the officers and men of his own department." 

Samuel North, J.P., was called in and examined, as follows 

S. North, J.P. 1. By the Chairman: 
I believe you are Visiting Magistrate of Cockatoo Island? I am. 

2. And have been how long? Twelve months, exactly. 

17 Nov., 1857. 
Will you be so good as to tell us whether you are aware that any regulation existed with 

reference to refuse rations at the time you took charge? I am not. 
You are aware that there was an old order of Captain Browne's that the refuse rations 

should be thrown away? I have heard there was such an order, but I am not aware. 
What was the practice at the time you took charge—what became of the surplus rations? 

I was not aware there was such an order until it was brought under my notice. 
Until a complaint was made of the appropriation, and then you found it had been the 

practice to distribute them among the officers? Yes. 
And you put an end to that? Yes. 
Had you reason to suppose that it occurred afterwards? Yes. 
Do you know how it came about that the order made by Captain Browne came to be 

relaxed? No, I never heard a reason given for it. 
You never heard the circumstances under which that order originated? No. 

11 You never knew what became of the surplus rations, or whether they were, or were not, 
destroyed, until the complaint was made against the Superintendent, which you inquired 
into, and then made an order that they should be thrown away? Yes; I did so without 
knowing there had been a former one. 
12. As to the kind of recreation allowed to the prisoners during their leisure hours, was any 
recreation whatever allowed during their leisure hours on Sundays, or at other times when 
they were not at work? I am not aware of any regulations respecting recreation. 

13. 
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Did you lay down any rules upon that subject? No. S. North, J.P. 
Did you impose any restrictions as to their being allowed to sing, dance, play, wrestle? ,....&..... 

No; it was never brought under my notice. 17 Nov., 1857. 
Did you ever authorise any particular recreations; were you ever asked whether the men 

might be allowed to sing at night? I have no recollection. 
Were you ever asked whether the men might be allowed to play at leap-frog? No. 
Or to wrestle, box, spar? No. 
Were you ever applied to upon the subject at all? No; I think I heard something said 

about it, but not in the way of asking my sanction. There is something on my mind 
about it. 
Are you aware how they employed their leisure hours? No, I am not. 
Then you do not attend to anything that is not matter of complaint or adjudication? 

No; I do not consider I am there for that purpose. I attend to my rules, and have always 
considered these were matters for the Superintendent to arrange. 
As to spirits-were there any complaints made to you of spirits coming to the island? No. 
Did you ever give permission for spirits to come? No; 11 gave permission this morning 

for a bottle of porter to go there. 
is that the first instance of an application having been made to you? Yes; a paper was 

brought to me, stating that it was required for a woman who was confined the other day. 
That is the only occasion upon which an application has been made to you? Yes. 
Do you think that one bottle of porter has been the supply to the island during the 

twelve months? No, I do not. 
Then, as you never gave permission, if it got there it must have done so without 

permission? Yes. 
Are you aware that it should be only taken to the island with the permission of the 

Visiting Magistrate? Yes. 
By JW.. Meiewether: Have you ever been requested to relax the rule prohibiting 

overseers and subordinate officers bringing  spirits to the island on any pretence whatever? No. 
By the U/ia jirnan: In what mode has the Superintendent obtained leave of absence 

during the time you have been Visiting Magistrate? He always, on the first of every 
mouth, names the days on which lie wishes to leave the island. 
This goes through you to the Governor General, and is sanctioned by him? Yes; it is 

signed by Sir Wm. Denison. 
In what manner does he avail himself of it-how does he leave the island? In what 

is called the visitors' boat. 
You are Water Police Magistrate? Yes. 
Have you a boat of your own? Yes, for Water Police purposes; but the island boat 

comiveys me to and from the island. 
Does the Superintendent use it for the purpose of visiting the main when he has leave? 

Yes. 
Does he use it without asking your permission? He does not ask my permission; he 

uses it himself. 
It is under his authority? Yes. 
When he has asked leave has it been for the special purpose of a pleasure party, or a 

picnic? I am not aware that he did ask permission to use the boat for any purpose. 
Did he ever ask permission to go upon a picnic party? Yes, I think so. 
Do you know how often, or whether more than once? I recollect one occasion; I think 

he was going somewhere down the harbour, he asked some officers of the 11th, and he 
asked me to be of the party; but I was prevented and did not go. I do not remember any 
other particular oceasion,.but I think lie then wont in a steamer; I do not think he used the 
boat. 
Did you ever know him to use the island boat for the purpose of picnics? I did not. 
Is there an Inspector of Police now on the island as well as a Sergeant? Yes. 
Do you know whether the Inspector of Police ever applied to you for a copy of the 

regulations? He spoke to me at one time about them. 
About the new regulations? Those are the only regulations that have been in force 

during my time. 
What answer did you give him? I said I would inquire about them. I spoke to 

Captain M'Lerie and Mr. Ormsby about it, and they said they all knew their orders very 
well. 
He asked you for a copy of the regulations, and you did not give it? Yes. 
You did not tell him to go to Mr. Ormsby? No; but I understood from Mr. Ormsby, 

or the clerk, that they had the orders posted up. 
Then you did not tell Mr Ormsby to give him a copy? No. 
Do you think he would have asked for a copy if he had one? He might not. 
Do you remember 0-leadall's ease? Yes. 
What was that case? You mean the cause of his dismissal ? 
Yes-he was constable, was he not? Yes. 
Do you remember whether he ever applied for the regulations? No, I am not aware; 

I do not think he did. 
Upon what charge was he dismissed? Drunkenness. 
tlpon whose complaint? The Roman Catholic Chaplain's. 
Did you inquire into that? I did. 
Your decision was that heshould be dismissed? Yes. 
Did Mr. Ormsby give evidence upon that matter? I do not think he did; but I could 

ascertain from the depositions. I think the Roman Catholic Clergyman and the boatmen 
were the parties examined. 
Where was the inquiry conducted? At the Water Police Office. 
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S. North, J.P. 59. By Gap lain Ward: You cannot say whether Mr. Orrnsby's opinion of the man had any 

influence on that occasion? I am quite sure it had not. 

17 Nov., 60. Bq the CIiziiinan: But, if Mr. Orinshy stated, either upon his solemn affirmation or 
upon his oath, that the man was not drunk, would not that have influenced you? It might; 
but a considerable time might have elapsed from the period when he was said to be drunk 
until Mr. Ormsby saw him, and he miht have sobered by that time. I would observe, with 
respect to that case, that, after hearing the whole of the evidence and the constable's defence, 
before coming to any decision I placed the whole matter before the Inspector General, and 
his advice was to dismiss him. 

That is Captain M'Lerie? Yes. 
Do you remember the case of a man named Murray, one of the boatmen, who was 

suspended? Yes, I remember something about it. 
Do you know on how many occasions lie was suspended? I cannot exactly recollect; I 

think twice before. 
And his pay stopped-do you remember that? No; for it was not in my time lie 

was suspended. 
If any stoppage of pay occurred would it not appear in the abstract? Yes; it is paid 

to the Police Reward Fund, and a receipt taken from the Treasury for it. 
If the pay were stopped it would be paid into the Treasury? Yes; into the Police 

Reward Fund. 
Do you remember more than one occasion? No. 
Do you remember his having been suspended by Mr. Ormsby, and not by yourself? No. 

69 Could his pay be stopped upon any other authority than yours, or some other magistrate's? 
No; I should say not I have never stopped their pay where they have not been legally 

convicted 
Did this man complain to you that his pay had been illegally stopped? No, he did not. 

By (Joplain Wb'd: With respect to the two first occasions, can you say whether his pay 
was or was not stopped-is there any mode of ascertaining that? The Board might obtain 
the information from the Treasury. 
Do you not sign cheques for the payment of every thing that is paid for on the island? 

I pay in one cheque for the whole abstract. 
Where is this abstract kept? In the Treasury; a copy is also kept at Cockatoo. 
Would not the abstract shew if his pay were stopped for any particular week or day? 

No; the abstract is made out for the full amount of pay, and we send in a separate form for 

the fines. 
When the pay is stopped, as a rule it is paid into time Police Reward Fund? Yes. 
When that is paid in you send in a return with it, and, by comparing that with the pay 

list, we should be able to ascertain when the pay had been stopped? Yes. 
Does not the man sign for his full pay ? Yes. 
And it is in his power to refuse to sign if he do not receive full pay ? Yes. 
If he did not sign for full pay they would not pass it at the Audit Office? No. 
By the Oh airman: Do you remember the case of a man named Sadleir, whose pay, i 

has been said, was stopped? I remember fin ing a constable named Sadleir. 
And Cahil? Yes. 
Did any of these men complain to you of Mr. Ormsby stopping their pay without your 

authority? They never did. 
Do you believe that they ever could have done so or ever did? No. 
Have you ever authorised strangers to sleep on the island? I have, in some instances. 
Whom did you ever authorise? Some of the near relatives of some of the overseers, or 

of the police, who have been on a visit, I have allowed to remain during the night. 
Sometimes, in case of sickness or confinement, a female has gone to nurse her married sister. 
Do you remember the case of Philip Donohue and another man who absconded for forty-

eight hours, and respecting whom there was a suspicion that they had been guilty of an 
unnatural offence? I do not remember the names of the parties, but I remember a circum-
stance of the kind being mentioned to me by Mr. Ormsby. 

Some seven or eight months ago? Yes. 
Did you inquire into the charge? No, I did not. Mr. Ormsby told me that no evidence 

could be procured, and I therefore thought it not advisable to bring the matter for.ward. 
By Captain Ward: Murray states that he was suspended three times before he was 

dismissed; that on the first two occasions he was not brought before the Visiting Magistrate, 
but that his pay was stopped-can you ascertain.whcther the pay was stopped or not? Yes. 

Bu Mr. Merewelker: One of the witnesses has stated-" I remember one circumstance 
of suspicion of unnatural offence. On unlocking the wards one morning it was reported 
" that one man had gone to another's berth. That case was reported by me to the Superin-
" tendent, and by him to the Viiting Magistrate, and the charge was dismissed as without 
" foundation"-do you remember the circumstances of that ease? I think that must be 
the case I have referred to, respecting which Mr. Ormsby said he could not bring evidence 
in support of the charge. 
9 1. There was also a case of suspicion of unnatural offence which arose about a year 
ago, where one of the prisoners approached another, placed his hand upon his shoulder, 
and was knocked down. That case, it is stated, was reported to you, and you dealt 
with it, and punished the man by confinement in the cells-do you remember that case? 
I have no recdlection of that particular case; very possibly it may have taken place. At 
the tirne  Mr. Ormsby mentioned the circumstance to me he said he had not sufficient 
evidence, and I approved of .not bringing the men forward unless he had, because I think it 
better not to enter upon such investigations without sufficient evidence. 
9Z It came out in the evidence of one of the witnesses, that in the boat which brings the 

roiec1 ji44,4Ties fQr the prisoners there " are occasionally brought some articles in 
addition 
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addition to the clothing allowed by Government, as comforters and under clothing? I know S. North, J.P. 
two or three instances in which clothing has been sent. 
Sent with your permission ? In one case, it was Mr. Jenkins wished to send a flannel 17 Nov., 1857. 

waistcoat and comforter to a man who had been his overseer, and I allowed them to be taken. 
You are not aware of their having been taken in the ration or shop boat? No. 
Is that according to the rules, or is it a matter that should be left to the discretion of 

the Superintendent? I think it should be left to the discretion of the Superintendent.' 
Do the Inspector and Sergeant of Police apply to you for leave of absence? They have 

done so; but I think the Superintendent is the person to whom they should apply, unless 
for any prolonged time. 
In the face of these regulations, you still think the police ought to apply to the 

Superintendent? Yes, I think so, in the first instance 
Although it is laid down in the regulations that they are under you? Yes; all persons 

on the island are under the Superintendent. 
By Captain Ward: Not the Inspector of Police? He takes his orders from him. I 

send my orders to the Inspector through the Superintendent. 
The Superintendent has not, according to the regulations, the power to give any orders 

to Inspector Dunning. The police are placed under the Visiting Magistrate? By the regul-
ations every one on the island is under the Superintendent. 

At the ?'eqnest of Mr. Dillon the folowznq rule was read :-" The Assistant Super-
intendent, overseers, and other subordinate officers of the penal department, will be under 
" the control and immediate orders of the Superintendent, whose instructions they are strictly 
to obey, and are never to be absent from the island without his sanction." 
Have you ever given the Inspector and Sergeant of Police leave of absence at the same 

time? No, they never asked; I never knew an instance of it. 

Mr. William Elyard was called in and examined, as follows:- 

By the Uhairman: What is your office? I am 1,Jnder Secretary to the Government. M w a 
We wish to ask you what records the Government have of the boat establishment in con- r. 

ar 

nexion with Cockatoo Island? I am not prepared to give the history of the original estab- 17 NOV 18 
lishment of the visitors' boat at Cockatoo Island, but I find that some years ago the engineer's  
boat was used as the visitors' boat. I have here a paper which chews the days on which the 
various officers were conveyed to the island by the Royal Engineer's boat, and the officers 
conveyed. I do not know the date of the paper, but it shews that the Visiting Magistrate 
and Medical Officer were conveyed on different days, and that the Protestant Clergyman, the 
Superintendent and family, and the Roman Catholic Clergyman and the Deputy Superin-
tendent and family, were conveyed on other days. 
.3. Can you state what is the earliest definite notice you have of the employment of the boat? 
The papers to which I have referred do not shew that. The matter to which '[have more 
particularly directed my attention is the complaint of the late Chaplain, the Revd. Mr. 
Pendrill, but I have not the different regulations under which the boat was employed. 
By Captain Ward: Can you state whether any discretion is allowed the Visiting Magis-

trate to permit Mr. Ormsby to use the boat for his private purposes, or whether it is an 
understanding that he may use it when not required for public purposes? 
By Mr. Merewether: What was it established for in the first instance—can you tell us when 

the visitors' boat was first established? I could not; the Visiting Magistrate could give you 
better information upon that point. Itis a matter of long standing, and without searching the 
correspondence throughout I could not say what has passed on the subject. There is an item 
in the regulations which refers to the visitors' boat; but those are revised regulations, and, 
of course, the particular uses of the boat must depend in a great measure upon what had 
been the practice for a number of years; there is, however, a regulation which refers to the 
use of the boat. My impression is, that the boat was originally established for the purpose 
of conveying the Chaplain, the Surgeon, and the Visiting Magistrate to the island, as well as 
any other officer who might require to go to or from the island. For instance, if Mr. Ormsby 
wanted to come to Sydney, if the boat were not otherwise employed, I imagine it would be 
quite at his disposal for that purpose. I imagine, from inquiries made both of the present 
and former Visiting Magistrates, that it has been the practice when the boat has been carry-
ing the official visitors to take other passengers, that it is not for the exclusive use of any 
one person for any one time, so long as due regard is had to the convenience of the parties. 
BY Captain Ward: Do you think it was recognised by the Government that Mr. Ormsby 

might use it for picnics when not required for public purposes? I could not say that. 
Can you say whether the Government has known of such things, and recognised such an 

employment of the boat by not taking tiotice of them? I am not able to say that something 
may not have occurred, in a long course of years, different from my own impression upon the 
subject, but by the regulations Mr. Ormsby is to have permission to go off the island, and 
that permission being giver, I should imagine that, for any reasonable purpose, he must have 
the means of leaving it. 
Then you think, within reasonable bounds, he may use the boat for his private purposes? 

Yes, I should say so. I know that the practice was formerly for him to use the boat. 

* 17—H MINUTES 
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MI1T0TES of Proceedings before the Board appointed to inquire into certain charges pre-
ferred against Mr. C. Ormsby, Superintendent of Uochatoo Island. 

WEDNESDAY, 27 JANUARY, 1858. 

;rttnt :— 

SIR W. W. BURTON, KNT. 
E. C. MEREWETLIER, ESQ., j CAPT. E. W. IV,  ARD. 

Mr. Dillon applied to the Board for a forther postponement, on the ground that he had 
not had an opportunity of revising the answers he had prepared to the charges preferred 
against Mr. Ormsby. 

Mr. Dillon withdrew. 

Mr. Ormsby was then called in. 

The Chairman: Have you anything you wish to say to the Board? 
iii. Ormnsby: I am sorry to state that there is a very disagreeable misunderstanding 

between Mr. Dillon and myself. I am most anxious to meet the Board. I have no wish to 
delay. I have every document necessary, iii my own view, contained in this paper. (A pnrcel 
o,' (1.comenta held h him.) Mr. Dillon wishes to make some alterations in these documents, 
but I do not know that it is necessary. I have nothing but a simple, plain, unvarnished 
tale to tell ; it is all contained here; and I will refer you to some witnesses, if you wish to 
call on them, not on my own account, but in order to satisfy the Boax if necessary. I do 
not like to say much about Mr. Dillon, but there have been some disagreeable circumstances 
between us, so much so that he has taken serious offence and so have I. I felt this morning, 
and I have felt for two or three days since I heard the Board had written to Mr. Dillon, 
that any further tampering with the Board or delay was improper. I ens anxious to meet 
the Board, and Mr. Dillon says if you press it he will come forward with the papers that are 
here ; but if you give him a certain time longer lie would be better prepared to discharge his 
duty according to his own view. For my own part., I have in my hand what I think is a 
fair and honest statement, and I would be willing at once to hand it in, but I believe Mr. 
Dillon's great anxiety is from a fear that, as there is an action now pending, we should do 
anything that would prejudice me in that matter. 

The Chairman : You must remember, Mr. Ormsby, that we only admitted Mr. Dillon 
in order to assist you, and at your request, but we suggested to you, upon more than one 
oceasion whether the course being pursued was doing you any good; but we must now put 
it to you whether you are prepared to go on with the ease? The Board have come to the 
conclusion not to delay one day longer. We sent your legal adviser all the points which 
were to be met, and I have no hesitation to say that I, or any other gentleman of the Board, 
that any gentleman of the legal profession, or that yourself, might have drawn up a fair 
categorical answer to those points in two or three days. 

Mr. Ormsby: I believe it could be done, and it is done here. (Referring to the 
papers held by him.) 

The Ci airman : Are you prepared to go on with the case yourself, or is Mr. Dillon ? 
Mr. Ormsby: Mr. Dillon is prepared to go on with the case if you press it. 
The Chairman: I think you say you have the papers here ready to lay before the 

Board—have you drawn up any statement? 
11,'. Ormeby: I have the charges here, and my answers to them. 
Ths Chairman: \Vhat else is required? 
Mr. 0rmbg: I can refer you, in support of my statements, to officers on the island 

y.ho have not been examined at all. 
Captain Wzrd: Are you prepared to go on with the case without Mr. Dillon? 
Ofe Ormsby: If you will allow me I should wish to call in Mr. Dillon, not because I 

am not prepared to conduct the matter myself, but there is an action going on, and I am afraid 
he might withdraw my action. 

The C/mi, man : You are afraid if lie were not called in lie might withdraw your 
action ? 

Mr. Ormnsbmj: He might withdraw himself from conducting it, and cause me great 
difficulty and expense to put it in other bands. 
[Mr. 0 msbq withdrew. After a .eh',,-t time Mr. Ormsby and Mr. Dillon were called in.] 

ii,. Dillon : I take the Lberty of stating, having understood that the Board will not 
postpone this case, and that therefore II must elect between going into the case, which I am 
not prepared to do, or abandon it, that of course I will do that which I consider the best 
mode of discharging my duty to my client, and shall therefore endeavour to convey to time 
Board my views of the case, and to lay before them whatever documents Mr. Ormsby now 
proposes to give. I have only to request, as an indulgence, thata gentleman as an assistant 
may be allowed to sit beside nec while I address time Board. 

The Chtai,mnon: The Board see no necessity for anything of the kind; you have got 
n hitherto without such assistance, and may do so still. It is now one month since you 
received the points from the Board, and have had a,undant time to prepare your reply. 

Mr. Dillon : The first observation I feel it my duty to address to this Board is, that 
it ought to be, and I respectfully submit to the Board has been, one of the chief matters for 
their consideration, that whilst the charges forwarded to me to be answered amount to 
twenty-six, there are none of them, as it appears to my humble judgment, worthy of grave 

remark 
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remark, much less of serious censure, or calculated to endanger Mr. Ormsby as a citizen, or 
in the general line of his character. It is, I say, and I respectfully submit it to you as a 
matter well worthy of the gravest consideration, and as one of the most impregnable features 
in Mr. Ormsby's case, that it is most gratifying that he comes before you as a man free from 
every imputation against his integrity, the slightest against his moral character, against his 
indulgence in those habits or vices which prevail, if not in this Colony and among official 
officers of the highest rank in this Colony, at least in every other part of the British 
dominion where offices of the highest honor are held. I appeal to the convict population, to 
the infamous community over which his misfbrtunes have compelled him to preside at a 
paltry amount of salary for the support of himself and children, not proportioned in any 
degree to his position, an amount which I am compelled to pay an assistant, if I could get 
one. I appeal to the infamous residents of that place, some of whom can boast of family 
names which ought to command respect. I appeal to those ruffians whether he has ever 
exposed himself to the slightest imputation that could bring him before you as a man of any 
kind uf character beyond that of an unquestioned man of honor; as a gentleman who would 
faithfully discharge those duties required of him. (Mr. Dillon havzng become somewhat 
excited and vociferous, was r,mmded that gentlemen in the of/ices ac/joining and overhead 
might be disturbed in the diseharqe of their duties.) 

1I1.. Dillon: Your Honor has known me many years, and I would appeal to you, and 
I have the written testimony of men all but as eminent, who have known me, that even in 
moments of the deepest distress I have never lent myself to the shielding of dishonesty; 
that. I have never uttered a word that I did not believe to be an honest one; and I would 
cut my tongue cut before for Ormsby, for my very wife, I would state anything but the very 
truth. And let me remind you—but I need not remind you, for you know it—that without 
-truth, without that purity, that clearness, that light which Heaven gives to every created 
object, life is not worth enduring, and Government a name for tyranny and corruption. If, 
from the earnestness of my manner, or the strength of my expressions, I seem to exceed the 
proper bounds, I trust you will not attribute it to disrespect, or suppose that I have lent 
myself to any unworthy defence. 

Wail, gentlemen, suppose we go to the charges at once—" Singing in the wards." 
The paper I am now reading contains the answers to the twenty.six charges sent to me by 
Mr. Merewether on the 24th of December last. 

The Chairman : Do you intend to hand that in ? 
illi. Dillon: I intend to read it, and to comment upon it as I go along, and then to 

hand it in. I shall protect Mr. Ormsby and myself from any possible errors in it, by stating 
this much respecting it:—Some days ago I went to Cockatoo Island to prepare my answers to 
these charges—that they were delayed before was owing, solely owing, to my belief that I 
should have had access, with Mr. Ormsby, to the evidence recorded here, so as to pick out of that 
evidence the facts which I know, or which certainly were stated by the witnesses themselves, as 
sufficient to answer these charges. If I had had that access, and had thus been enabled to 
have picked out of the mass of matter that is there the pithy points that would have gone 
into my statement—and that which alone was pithy and relative to Ormsby—and certainly not 
be eapected would be searched for in the Courts above or the places where this evidence will go, 
I would have picked out and put in this paper. Having failed in that way—rightly or wrongly 
I will not attempt to say—but I did not get them. Mr. Ormsby impressed upon me, with a 
degree of earnestness which frightened me very much—for I have undergone more labor 
and anxiety in the management of this case than any amount of money would pay me for—
Ormsby pressed me with such a degree of earnestness to go into the case, fearing that there 
might be suspicion raised of some trick or delay on his part, that I devoted one whole day from 
morning to night in dictating this paper. It was a long paper, and I am lawyer enough to know 
that, without lending myself to any trickery or evasion, a lengthened paper, like a lengthened 
letter, or a lengthened affidavit, without a person is on the spot to explain what he meant 
to convey by it, may leave the person making it open to be picked at by vermin calling 
themselves lawyers, and I know that there are such vermin here, living upon the corruption, 
upon the festering wunds, upon the maggots of which they feed. I know that there are men 
who would do any kind of dirty work, and knowing that, I felt—although I had drawn 
up that paper myself, had dictated it to Mr. Ormsby's clerk, walking up and down the 
room with Mr. Merewether's paper in my hand—I felt that it was too grave a thing 
to go fiom my hand without being more carefully revised; and, when I left Mr. 
Ormsby on that day, I ordered that a copy of this should be made, and that I would 
then finally alter it for settlement, and when I could not get the evidence that was before the 
Board, I would pick out of my own notes of the proceedings, which extended over eleven 
days here and four or five days in the Supreme Court, such points as appeared necessary. 
I devoted Saturday last, from morning to evening, with Mr. Ormsby's clerk in doing that; and 
I made my arrangements so that everything should be cut and dried, in order that I might 
attack at once the vulnerable points, and satisfy you on the subject. That arraligement was 
interferd with, and I have not been able to prepare the revised paper; and Mr. Ormsby 
now thinks that the paper which ws dictated by me at his house is sufficient, and this I 
shall therefore proceed to lay before you. But 1 crave of you to bear these facts in mind, so 
that if there is anything which appears to you as honorable men not to meet the charge as it 
should for Mr. Ormsby, or if there should be anything stated which you deem unsafe to him, 
that you will say to me, " Mr. Dillon, we think that is insufficient;" and I will then be 
prepared to meet your objection. At the same time, let.me entreat you, do not visit on poor 
Ormsby's head the fault that is my own. 

Having said so much by way of preface, I do not apprehend that anything more is 
necessary for me to do than read the charges, and the answers as I drew them up upon the 
spur of the instant. (ilIi. Dillon then proceeded to read the several charges, 'and answers 

ihe;'eto, 
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thereto, and to comment thereon. Having concluded, he handed in the same, with several 

letters appended.) 
[In the course of IYJi'. Dillon's address Jii. ]Llerewether left the Board, in order to attend a 

meeting of the Executive Council.] 

The Chairman: Here you must be, in my judgment, and I am juite sure you know 
enough of me to feel that my judgment is correct, when I tell you that you have done wrong 
in imputing a course—in imputing motives to one of the members of the Board. It is my 
duty, as President of the Board, to call upon you to make an apology for that; and at the same 
time, in order to exonerate your mind for making that apology, you must take my judgment 
and my word for it, that there was not any cause or any ground for imputation. The other 
member of our Board, now absent, has been kind enough to take a great deal of trouble in 
this matter, and has thus spared us. He has kept the evidence; he has written the letters, 
but we have dictated those letters or given the points to him; he has done all in his own 
name simply because he wrote the letters which we desired him, but in all that Mr. Mere-
wether did, he simply did what the Commissioners agreed upon, and nothing else. The fact 
of his name having appeared more prominently in the affair than any of the other members 
of the Board ha, I apprehend, been the cause that Mr. Dillon, from his professional habits, 
has taken an idea of a bias on his part. Now, my judgment is, that Mr. Dillon has erred 
very greatly in making three or four insinuations and imputations in the course of these 
proceedings, and, therefore, I call upon him in express terms for an apology. 

Mr. Dillon : I should be wanting in the first duty which I have iiivariably had in 
my view in every transaction with men of character, if 1 did not at once admit the 
impropriety of insinuating, much less asserting, anything that could give offence, and any-
thing more especially as I now unfeignedly believe, from what the learned Judge has said, 
that is without the shadow of foundation. I therefore, do most earnestly, and most humbly, 
but I believe most heartily, and without abating anything of the feelings of a man and a 
gentleman, apologise to the Board, and more especially to Mr. Merewether as a member of 

the Board, for having done so. 
The Chairman : As to the refusal of a copy of the evidence, it is right we should 

tell you that Mr. Parkes applied for a copy, and it was refused to him. He has not been 
allowed to be here while the evidence has been taken, or to have a copy of it; and for that 
reason the Board thought it right to refuse it to you, knowing an action was proceeding 

between you. 
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iitatie cøtmbI. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

\VORK PERFOMIEB BY PRiSONERS IN BARL1NGIIURSI GAOL. 
(RETURNS RELATIVE TO) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, S October, 1858. 

TUE UNDER SECRETARY to Tuu SIXERIFF. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 16 August, 1858. 

SIR, 

I am directed to request that you will be good enough to furnish, at your earliest 

convenience, a Return of the work performed in Darlinghurst Gaol since let January, 1854; 

specifying the quantity of each kind of work, and the prices either obtained for such work 

by the sale of the articles manufactured, or the value entered in the book; as also the 

number of persons employed in its execution. 
I have, &c., 

W. ELYARD. 

THE SHEBIFF. 

P.S—Similar letter to the Visiting Justice of the Gaol, Parramatta, for a Return of 

the work performed in that Gaol. 

538—A RETURN 
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2 WORK PERFORMED BY PRISONERS IN DARLING-HURST GAOL. 

RETURN of all work. performed by prisoners under sentence in Her Majesty's Gaol, Darlinghurst, since 

the 1st January, 1854, to present date. 

NUMBER 
EMPLOYED. 

1854. 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK. 
PRIVATE PUBLIC WORK, 
WORK PAID ESTIMATED 
FOR. VALUE. 

Not known........ 

14,638 lbs. of hair picked......................at -/If per lb. 

12,317 lbs. of oakum ........ ................ -/2 

13 Bedticks made ........................ 1/6  each 

48 Mattresses made........................-/6 each. 

26 dozen hobbles made ....................4/- per doz. 

91 9 9 

102 2 10 

0 19 6 

140 

540 

- TOTAL..............£ 201 10 1 

1855. 

18724 lbs. of hair picked.......................at -/1k ° lb 117 0 7 
6,797 lbs. of coir rope picked..................-/3 ,, 84 19 4 
36,601 lbs. of oakum ............................ -/2 ,, 321 13 6 
542 lbs. of flax ............................-/3  6 1 5 6 
70 pairs of trousers made ..................3/- V pair.  10 10 0 
12 do ..................2/6 ,, 1 10 0 
206 do ..................4/- ,, 41 4 0 
.6 do .................. 5/- ,, 10 0 
9 do ..................6/- ,, 14 0 
52 do ..................1/6 ,, 18 0 
22 coats made ............................ 4/6 each. 6 1 0 
1 do ............................ 6/6 ,, 6 6 
3 do ............................12/6 ,, 17 6 
13 do ............................ 5/- ,, 5 0 

Not knowi 1 do .............................1/6 ,, 1 6 
.16 do ............................4/- ,, 4 0 
Sdo ............................8/- ,, 0 0 
2 vests made ............................ 5/- ,, 0 10 0 
4 do ................. . .......... 3/- ,, 012 0 
20 do ............................4/- ,, 4 0 0 
17 do ...........................2/6 ,, 2 2 6 
24 do ............................3/3 ,, 318 0 
20 suits of clothing made ..................10/6 ,, 10 10 0 
1 Do ....................20/- ,, 1 0 0 
1 dressing gown made ....................10/- . 0 10 0 

0 5 6 Repairs by tailors ....................................... 
Sundry blacksmiths' and carpenters' work ................ 22 3 6 
During these two years 19,468 feet of stone was 
out for, and the Debtors' Prison, with Principal 
Turnkey's House, dividing wall, and water 
closets were built; cutting and setting the 

3,082 8 8 
400 0 0 

stone was valued at 3/2 per foot .........................
Roof framed and slated, estimated value .................... 

30 0 0 Blacksmiths' work for Debtors' prison ...................... 

TOTAL..............£ 654 1 11 3,512 8 8 

During the above two years there was not any account kept of work done by the prisoners for the Public Service. 

In November, 1855, the Sheriff gave directions that an accountshou1d be kept of all work done by prisoners, whether paid for or not. 

1856. 
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1856. 

NUNBEB 
EMPLOYED DESCRIPTION OF WORK. 

PRIVATE J Punuo WORK, 
WORK PAID ESTIMATED 

VALUE: 

/ 27,952 lbs. of hair teared ....................at -/l.. lb. 15,744 lbs. of rope ........................... 
2,540 lbs. of oakum........................ -/2 
837 lbs. of flax .........................../4 

174 13 11 
196 16 0 
21 3 4 
13 19 0 

Weekly Average. 

men and 2 
women picking hai. 
oakum, &c....... 

12 pairs of trousers made ................ 1/8 pair. 23 do ................. 3/  
314 do ................ 4/.. 
60 do ................ 2/-  
73 do ................. 2/6 14 do ................ 3/6  10 do ................. 4/6  12 do ................ 1/3  
55 coats made ......................... 4/6 each 59 do. 
9 do .......................... 3/6 48 do. 
19 do. 5/6  4 do ..........................

6/6  82 do ..........................
5/- 4 Tailors ......... 1 do ..........................
7/- 8 do ..........................
7/6  4 do ....... ................... 8/-  2 do ..........................
9/6  1 do ..........................
5/6  22 vests made .. ....... .................. 4/- 43 do. ..............................
3/6  27 do. 

. ....................3/- 1 do. .............................
4/6  7 do. ......................... 
2/6 26 do. ..........................
2/-  2 suits of clothes made ................. 11/- 7 do. ............. 10/6 2 do .............. 10/- 1 do ................
6  L Repairs by tailors .........................../- ....... 

4 boxes....................................................7/. 2 iron gates
........................................ 

2 Shoemakers Sundry other work -by Carpenters, blacksmiths.. 
and snoemakers . .................................... 

36,101 feet of stone cutt .................... 
6,303 do. •. .. ... .. 

.. 
2/- 
1/9 

185 picks made ..........................
2,016 picks pointed ........................ 

5/- each. 

389 chisels made ........................ 2/- 25,146 chisels pointed ....................... 
Sundry work by blacksmiths ............................. 

-/2 

Carpenters work, principally einployed on the  
interior woodwork of Debtors' prison, and 
flooring mill-house for hospital . .. . ............... 

Painting and whitewashing .. . 
....... 

} 
Plunibing and lating to i66dS ................. 

1 0 
.3 9 
62 16 
60 
92 
29 
25 
0 15 
12 7 
17 14 
1 11 
9 12 
54 
16 
20 10 
07 
30 
1 12 
0 19 
05 
48 
7 10 
41 
04 
5 17 
2 12 
12 
.3 13 
1 0 
06 
0 14 

1 8 0 
1 10 0 

21 6 9 

3,610 2 0 
55110 3 

46 5 0 
3312 0 
3818 0 
20911 0 
9413 4 

660 0 0 

220 3 0 

5600. 

29 men cutting atom 
13 assisting ...... 

6 Blacksmiths.... 

6 Carpenters 

3 Painters ...... 

1 Plumber ....... 
1 Slate.r.......... 

9 women at needle- f Needlework by female prisoners for Destitute 
work ..............Children's Asylum ...................... 

I .......... 65 9 6 

624 12 % 1 5,586 4 1 

TOTAL ................ £ 6,210 16 1 

e This is the average number employed weekly during the year; it is impossible to say what number of men were at any particular work 
or the length of time any individual was at the same occupation, the short sentences of the generality of the prisoners rendering the changes so frequent. 

$ Throughout these returns the stone cut is charged an uniform price per foot running measure, and this charge includes the cost of 
setting. If this work had been performed by contrast (free labor) the cost would have far exceeded that set down here, as the different kind 
of stone cut would have been different prices, according to the labor bestowed; thus, the stair steps would have been valued each atone day's 
labor, 12s. or iCe., instead of being measured by the foot. Reveals, door-oteps, window-sifle, stones for corridors, 
extra, and the moulding stone, which in the return for 1858 is charged 3o., would cost in the City Is. per foo would all, by the trade, be 

t for cutting only, but the uniform price and measurement has been adopted, in order to keep the estimated under the real value of the work done. 

1857. 



64 4 9 
1 19 10 
95 0 9 

090 
34 16 0 
030 
080 
15 18 0 
140 
100 
250 
036 
066 
170 
1 16 0 
070 
050 
040 
0 15 0 

740 
0 12 0 
090 
086 

0 18 0 
056 
230 
270 
0 12 6 
120 
4 14 0 

0 17 6 
200 

1 10 0 
700 
050 

1 13 4 
34 13 2 

919 12 0 
26916 7 
14 5 0 
27 6 0 
262 1 8 
217 8 $ 

219 0 4 

664 0 0 

164 7 0 

500 

79 11 & 

10 0 0 
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1857. 

NUMBER 
EMPLOYED. 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK. 

PRIVATEPUBLIC WORK_ 
WORK PAID ESTIMATED 
FOR. VALUE. 

lveekly Average. 

1 10,918 Its. of hair teared .................... 
at -/1k lb. 

478 lbs. of do. .................. ..--- ... -Il 
-/3  

( 7,603 lbs. of rope picked.................... 

2 pairs of trousers made ................ 4/6 pair 
174 do ................ 
1 do ................. 3/ 
16 do ................. -/6 
53 coats made ........................... 6/- each 
6 do ........................... 4/-  
2 do ............................ 
9 do. 

10/-  

' 1 do ........................... 3/6  
1 do .......................... 6/6  
6 do ........................... 4/6  
12 vests made .......................... 3/ 
2 do .......................... 3/6  
2 do .......................... 2/6  
1 do .......................... 4/- 
I suit of clothing .............................. 

a! 
I 24 pairs 01 000ts mane .................. 

2 do. .................. 
"I- 
6/- 

2 Shoemakers ': 
Repairs .................................... 

1 12 shirts made .......................... 1/6  
Table cloths and linen sewed .................. 

86 night gowns made.................... 
13 female prisoners 
at needlework 1 50 do /3 

L 
33 do .................... 
62 dozen and 8 bags made................ 

-/8  
1/6 doz. 

1 1 stove, 2/6; 1 cot, 10/-; 1 cot, 5/- .............. 
1 WheelwrIght ..: 1. 1 scuffler ........................................ 

3Blackrnithsand rays  :::::::: 
3 assisting...... 1 drip-stone frame ...................... ........ 

1 Saddler .........1 
Saddler's work .................................... 
Sundry work for turnkeys .......................... 

- f 10,509 feet 9 inches of stone cut .............. 
1/9 foot 

10 men cutting 3,597 feet 9 inches do. .............. 1/6 
5/. each 

9 preparing .......J 
3 stone setting.. .. j 

57 picks made .......................... 
1,725 ,, pointed ........................-/4 ' 

2/-  
assisting 73  chisels made ........................ 

-/2  
L 26,092 ,, pointed ...................... 

Sundry blacksmith's work t ........................ 

6 Carpenters 
Work of six carpenters valued at ..................... 

2 Painters ...... 
Painting and whitewashing.......................... 

1 Slater.......... 
- 'Repairs to s1ates on roof ............................ 

Needlework for Destitute Children's Asylum .......... 

Breaking 2 tons bones for Botanical Gardens .......... 

29 men & 21 worn 
picking oakurn 
hair ......... 

4 Tailors ....... 

296 6 10 1  2,852 8 9 

ToTAx ........................£ 3,148 15 7 

$ As masons' wages fell in the City so was the estimated value of stone cutting reduced. 

f This blacksmith's work, and part of that charged in 1818, is principally for the new wing. 

1858. 
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188. 

(To the 31vt of July.) 

NUMBER 
EMPLOYED. 

DESCRIPTION or WoRK. 
PRIVATE PunLIC Wont, 
Woan PAID ESTIMATED 
-roa. VALUE. 

Weekly Average. 

24 men & 18 women 
picking hair & rope 

5 7,479 lbs. of hair picked....................at -/1k ' lb. 
1. 11,281 lbs. of coir rope ................. .....-/3 

1 7 coats made .......................... 5/- each 
4 do ...........................4/6  
25 do ...........................5/6  
5 do ..........................7/- 
4 do ...........................8/- 
2 do ...................... .....9/- 
23 do ...........................6/- 
1 do ............................ 7/6 * 
4 do .............................6/6 
2 do ..........................3/- 
7 do ..........................2/6  
9 vests made ........................... 3/6  
33 do ..........................2/- 
2 do .......................... 4/.. 
138 pairs of trousers.......................4/. l pair 
2 do ...........................6/. 
12 do ...................... 3/- 
6 do ......................... 4/6  
4 do ..........................3/6  
121 do ............................1/9  
3 Suits of clothing.......................11/- each 

I 2 do ..........................10/- 
1 1 do ...........................10/6 
1 2 do .......................... 8/. It 

1 63 chemises, 16 small.....................-/6 & -/3 
26petticoats ...................... ......./8 

) 15 shirts at 1/6 and 12 at 1/-...................... 
26 pinafores ............................-/4 

I 12 pillow cases ..................... .....-/2 
L ........ 

2 wooden frames ......................9/. 

4 flower boxes ......................... 2/6  

1 iron bedstead ................................. 

1 drawing stone................................ 

Sundry work for turnkeys ................... ........ 

6,515 feet of stone cut .............. ........1/6 ¶ 

2,877 x 5 do ......................1/- 

316 feet of moulding stone ................3/- 

58 picks made .......................... 5/- each 
8,988 ,, pointed ........................-/4 
220 chisels made ........................2/- 

16,023 ,, pointed ....................... 
Sundry blacksmiths' work .......................... 

Carpenters work valued at .......................... 

Painting and whitewashing .................. ........ 

Needlework for Destitute Children's Asylum .......... 

46 14 11 
141 0 3 

1 15 0 
018 0 
6 17 6 
1 15 0 
1 12 0 
0 18 0 
6 18 0 
076. 
160 
060 
017 6 
1 11 6 
4 19 0 
080 
27 12 0 
0 12 0 
1 16 0 
170 
0 14 0 
1(1 11 9 
13 0 
00 
10 6 
0 16 0 

1 15 6 
0 17 4 
1 14 6 
088 
020 
0 16 0 

0 18 0 

0 10 0 

0 15 0 

050 

13 6 9 

48812 6 

144 2 0 

47 8 0 

1410 0 
14916 0 
22 0 0 
13310 6 
6311 0 

244 0 0 

60 2 6 

2012 0 

9 Tailors.......... 

12 women at needle 
work .......... 

2 Shoemakers.. 

12 men cutting 

13 ,, preparing.. 

2 cutting moulding 

3 blacksmiths 

3 assisting ...... 

4 Carpenters* 

2 Painters ..... 

Do. Military Barracks .........................2 8 0 

286 52 1,39012 6 

TOTAL ..........................£ 1,676 17 8 

It Carpenters are now framing the roof for the new wing, the walls of which are complete. 

H. M. Gaol, Daring1lurst, 
16 September, 1858. 

H. C. BEVERLEY, 
JOHN O'NEILL BRENAN, Principal Gaoler. 

Sheriff. 
538—B QUANTETY 
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QUANTITY of STONE Cut Weekly by Prisoners under Sentence in H. Al. Gaol Darlinghurst, from 1st January, 1856, 
-- to 31st July, 1858. 

1856. 1857. 31sr JuLY, 1858. 

The ' The The 
Week Stone Cut. . Amount. Week Stone Cut. . Amount. Week Stone Cut. 13 - Amount. 
Ending. Ending. Ending.  

ft. in. ft. in. ft. in. -  Jan. 5 1,078 0 371 Jan. 3 224 8 12 Jan. 2 369 3 12 
12 1,072 0 40 10 397 4 20: 9 362 0 13 
19 1,095 9 37 17 406 2 18 16 328 9 12: 
26 1,258 0 42 24 325 0 16 23 375 4 121 3 

F.b. 2 788 5 35 31 396 0 17 Feb. 30 2.56 6 13] 
9 1,077 11 34 Feb. 7 223 0 9 6 399 0 12] a- 
16 953 0 33 14 408 8 28 13 393 10 121 8 
23 1,114 0 33 21 151 0 9 20 348 0 16 

Mar. 2 1,317 9 37 28 314 0 22 27 277 6 13 P. 

9 1,161 5 34 Mar. 7 323 3 20 Mar. 6 278 8 11 
16 1,086 10 35 14 175 0 9 13 314 2 11] ' 
23 958 6 28 21 210 0 14 20 319 4 11 
30 1,119 0 1 39 23 . 252 '0' 1 9'''' 27 417 6 16: 

April 6 987 0 37 April 4 109 '7 • '16  ApI. 3 453 5 17 
13 1,158 0 33 11 103 0 9 10 411 0 I 17 
20 .1,073 5 40 3 ' 

18 no stone 17 303 0 11 
27 1,066 7 37 25 ' 93 0 6 ' 24 257 9 Ii] 8 

May 4 1,166 7 37 3 
11 1,267 133 

May 2 
9 

146 0 
132 0 

7 a- 
9 8 

31 260 3 ii: 
12 .  May 7 376 8 J 

18 1,163 38 16 203 0 11] 
488 12 6 25 1,052 0 381 23 153 4 5 . 6,515 11 243 1/6 

31 1,229 9 351 30 81 1 71 E .------'- -  
June 7 1,328 0 27 June 6 116 1 9 >, 

14 1,258 19 13 215 11 6 May 14 300 0 11 
21 919 4 J 20 254 4 10, 21 37511 9 
28 4.7 0 19 27 236 .6 28 170 1 8 

July 5 453 4 15) July 4 143 0 13] 1  June 4 297 9 11 
12 445 2 12 11 101 1 61  11 426 6 10 
19 359 6 27 18 73 0 9 u 18 21511 8 I  " 
26 318 9 28 25 .151 0 91 

fl'' a.. . . . . . . .  

25 97 9 5 
Aug. 2 706 11 23 Aug. 1 142 10 10 July 2 no stone 

9 792 5 211 8 199 0 101 9 456 3 16 
16 395 4 31 15 '  290 S 14] 16 none I 
23 581 3 24 22 154 6 13] 23 256 10 10 
30 813 0 31 . 29 388 0 14: 30 285 0 15 J 

Sept. 6 706 7 27 Sept. .5 358 0 131  

2,882 0 103 1/- '144 2 0 13 778 9 26 12 344 8 ' 11' ' 
20 764 9 2711 19 276 0 '10] 
27 778 5 34 J 26 303 0 10: 

Oct.' 3 381 4' 
36,101 1,1220 2/- 3,610 2 0 ' 10 284 7 .12 

17 447 7 

1 1..... 

11 
Oct. 4 965 11 ) 24 423 0 

11 698 7 31 396 0 
'11...... 
11J 

18 538 8 1 . 
10,509 9 417] 1/9 919 12 O 25 451 2 .. 

Nov. 1 543 1 
509 8 17 8 395 2 . Nov. 7 

15 428 0 14 655 S 10 I 
22: 329 0 ' '' 21 ' 432 0 10 I 
291 508 2 28 410 2 .18 . 

Dec. 6 383 2 ' Dec. 5 341 0 10 (' 
13 498 8 12 435 6 11 
20 248 4 . ' 19 434 6 10 
271 316 5 J 26 379 3 10 J 

289 1/9 551 103 3,5979 961/6 269 16 7 

Total .. 42,401 5 1509 f 4,161 12 3 Total.. Total.. 14,106 6 513 £ 1,189 8 814  9,397 11 346 £j  632 14 6 

WEEKLY  AvERAGF. WEEKLY AVERAGE. ' WEEKLY AVERAGE. 
815 feet of stone cut by 29 men, 276 feet of stone cut by 10 men. 327 feet of stone cut by 12 men. 

BuIrrnNos and PORTIONS of BUILDINGS Erected by the Prisoners under Sentence, since the 1st day of January, 1854, 
in H. M. Gaol at Darlinghurst. 

Debtor's Prison 
and Principal Turn-
key's House. 

Water-Closets. 
Watch-Boxes. 

New Wing. 

Dead House and 
Dissecting Room. 

Kitchen for the 
Female Turnkeys. 

Is built entirely of cut stone-48 feet by 40 feet, and 26 feet high-has a slated roof, and contains 8 cells for 
Debtors, each 8 feet by 12 feet, with a large dining room and 5. rooms, and kitchen for Principal Turnkey, 
with water-closets and dividing wall. Masons', carpenters', painters', blacksmiths', and slaters' work in 
this building was done by prison labor during 1854 and 1855. 

Nine stone water-closets in prisoners' airing yards, containing 1,932 feet of stone. 
Two stone watch-boxes for Turnkey on duty, one 10 feet by 6 feet, and 10 feet high; the other 5 feet square, 9 
feet high. 

The stone-work of this building has been complete some time waiting for the roof, which is now being put on; 
it is built of 56,938 feet of stone, cut and set during 1856, 1857, and is divided into 78 Solitary Cells. A 
sketch showing the measurement and elevation of this building is annexed. 

Walls are compl.te; this building is now waiting to be roofed, but all the carpenters are employed upon the 
roof of the now wing; it contains 2,363 feet of stone, cut and set during end of last and beginning of present 
year. 

Walls partially built; they now contain 2,142 feet of stone, but are to be raised 8 feet higher. 

In addition to the above Baildings the Mill -House, intended originally for the Treadmill, has been floored on the two upper storeys, 
and flagged on the ground floor, and has been fitted up as an Hospital for Male Prisoners, Gaol Store, and Dispensary. 
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SEPARATE MEASUREMENT OF WALLS AND PARTITIONS. 

Section. 

fi! M INHIMI! Outside wall ..................104220 
Do ..................104o 

Inside wall .................... 72000 
Do .................... 720ft0 

Partition walJ ................ 57600 

I 

Flooring of cii1s ............... 2702O 
Circular end.................... 82280 

_______ Flat end ...................... 44280 
Stairs and landino ............. 6560 

III III I Flagging, &c .................. o,o 

TOTAL ...... 569380 

ELEVATION. 

This measurement is taken according to 
the cut surface of the stone used in the building 
by passing the measuring tape, for actual cut 
work, on the outside surface, and is allowed in 
all buildings. 

39 

78 

All Prisoners at Work in Darlinghurst Gaol are allowed Tea and Sugar as an indulgence, but 
only when they do as much work as their Overseer thinks they are able to erform, and occasionally 
when a Prisoner has made himself useful to the establishment by his labor and good conduct, he is 
allowed a small gratuity on his discharge from Gaol. The cost of these indulgencies is charged to the 
money earned principally by tailors and oakum pickers, as may be seen by the foregoing Returns, and 
the amount expended is shown in the subjoined Account. 

1854. Money earned by Prisoners 201 10 1 Paid for tea and sugar, indulgence 
to prisoners at work from 1st Jan- 

1855. Do .................... 654 1 11 uary, 1854, to the 31st July, 1858.. 914 5 6 

1856. Do ...................624 12 %  Gratuities during the same period,. 38 0 0 

1857. 296 6 10 

1858. 

Do .................... 

Do. ................... 286 5 21 
1Ju]y.J 

Balance to the credit of the Estab- 
lishment ........................ 1,110 10 7 

£ £2,062 16 1 2,062 16 1 

H. Al. Gaol, Darling1urst, 
16 &penther,.l858. 

H. C. BEVERLEY, 
JOHN O'NEILL BRENAN, Principa.l Gaoler. 

Sheriff. 
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1S58. 

L tic1ati3e em bl. 

NE W SOUTh WALES. 

\YOIIK PERORllD BY PRISONERS IN PARUA1ATTA GAOLI 

(FURTHER RETURNS RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislathe Assernbly.to  be Printed, 8 October, 1858. 

TiiE VIsITING JUsTIcE to THE CoLONIAL SECRETARY, 

H. H. Gio1, Parrainatla, 
2 September, 1858. 

Sin, 
I have the honor herewith to enclose a similar Return of the description an 

value of work executed in this Gaol from the 1st January, 1854, to the 31st December, 
1855, to that forwarded to you by me on the 27th ultiino for the subsequent period to July, 

1858; in doing which I beg to state that the records kept in the Go1 do not enable me to 

show the number of persons employed in its execution, and no price is stated in the books 

for the work performed for the Government; nor are the accounts sufficiently ample to 

enable me to make out the return month by month. In every instance practicable -I have 

valued the Government work at the price at present charged for such work. 

I have, &c., - 

F. 0. DARVALTJ, P.M., 

Visiting Justice. 

Tun HONORAISLE . . . . . . . .  

Tun Cor.ONIAL SECRETARY. . 

RETURN 
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RETURN, shewing the Work performed in this Establishment from the 1st April, 1854, to the 31st 
December, 1855, specifying the quantity of each kind of work, and the prices obtained for such work, 
together with the expenses incurred by it ; also the proportion of proceeds received by the 
Prisoners and by the Government. 

DATE. 
Amount 
reaiised by 
PrisonerS 
Labor. 

Expenses 
for llw 

rools, 
0tal  
f &e. 

Proportion 
pai d to 
Prisoners. 

Net Profits, 
or Govern- 
ment share. 

1854. 
I Male Prisoners cut 1,601 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 

cut 1,800 feet of stone for Government free 
20 0 3 6 13 5 13 6 10 

I April of charge, but valued at 3d. per foot 
Female picked 327 ends of tweed, at Pd. each .. 12 5 3 4 1 9 

22 10 0 
8 3 6 

to ,, made 73 pair tweed trousers, at Is. 6d. 
5 9 6 1 16 6 3 13 0 

30 June 
per pair ............................. 

,, made 670 garments for Government Insti- 
tutions, free of charge, at 45. each 11 3 4 

Male ,, broke 157 loads of metal stone for the 
1. 39 5 0 

£ 12 11 8 98 1 8 37 15 0 

I 
1 July 

Male Prisoners cut 2,096 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 
 broke 64 loads of inctol stone, valued at 

Parra matta Road Trust, at 5s................ 

26 4 0 
19 0 0 

11 1 2 22 2 4 
t.) < 

per load .......................... 
Female ,, picked 84 ends of tweed cloth, at 9d 3 3 0 

3 16 6 
30 Sept. 

L 

made Si pair of tweed trousers .......... 

tutions, free of cost, at 4d. each ........ 9 16 8 
  mad.t 590 garments for Governnment Insti- 

£ 33 3 6 11 1 2 5019 0 

1 Oct. Male Prisoners cut 2,473 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 30 18 3 10 6 1 20 12 2 
to 

31 Dec. . 
Femal3 ,, picked 17 ends of tweed cloth, at 95 

made 579 garments for Government Insti 
tutions, free of cost, at 4d. each 

0 .2 9 0 4 3 0 8 6 

9 13 0 

£ 31 11 0 10 10 4 30 13 8 

1855. 

1 Jan. f Male Prisoners cut 1,438 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot.... 17 19 0 8 19 6 8 19 6 
to . 

31 Jan. ( 
  cut 230 feet of stone for Government, free 

of cost, but valued at 3d. per foot.....  ........ .......... - 217 6 

£ 17 19 0 8 19 6 1117 0 

1 Feb. Male Prisoners cut 1,970 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 24 12 6 12 6 3 12 6 3 
to ,, ,, earned by tailoring. ......................4 4 0 .  2 2 0 2 2 0 

28 Feb. 
Female ., made 250 garments forGovernment Itisti- 

tutioims, free of charge, valued at 4d. each ........ 434 

£ 2816 6 14 8 3 1811 7 

1 March Male Prisoners cut 3,386 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 42 6 6 

...... 

21 3 3 21 3 3 
1 19 6 j 0 19 9 0 19 9 

to 
earned by tailoring...................... 

,,. ,, earned by shoemaking ................. 
.......... 4 6 8 ........... 2 3 4 2 3 4 

1 March tutions, free of charge, valued at 4d. each 410 

4812 8 24 6 4 28 7 4 £ 

pri A •1 

Fenisle made 243 garments 6r Government Insti- 

Male Prisoners cut 1,930 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 24 2 6 
3 1 0 

12 1 3 
1 15 6 

12 1 3 
1 15 6 

j 
) 

., earned by tailoring....................... 

Female ., ,, needlework .................. 
7 6 0 
1 10 0 

3 13 0 
0 15 0 

3 13 0 
0 15 0 

0 A 1 

, ,, shoemaking .................. 

. . . . . . .  

pri. ,, made 51 garments for Government Insti- 
tutions, free of cost, valued at 4d. each ........ 018 0 

£ 3519 6 IS 4 9 19 2 9 

May Male Prisoners cut 2,379 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 
earned by tailoring ................ ... 

29 14 9 
3 4 0 

14 17 41 
1 12 0 

14 17 4 
1 12 0 

to 

Ma 

shoemaking .................. 
.. 
8 6 0 
0 6 4 

4 3 0 
0 3 2 

4 3 0 
0 3 2 Female ,, ,, neellework .................. 

made.821 garments for Government Insti-
tutions, free of cost, valued at 4d. each ...... .. 13 13 8 

£j4llli 20 15 6+  34 9 2+ 
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DATE. 

- 

Amount 
realized by 
Prisoners' 
Labor. 

Expenses 
for Raw 
Material, 
Tools, 

Propoition 
paid to 
Prisoners, 

Net Profits, 
or Govern-
ment's Pro-
portion. 

1855. 
I 

1 June 
Male Prisoners cut 2,773 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot.. 
,, ,, made 33 cabbage-tree bats, at 2s. each 

34 13 3 
3 6 0 

1 

to 
earned by tailoring, £3 4s.; and by shoe- 

9 3 
6 7 6 20 8 9 20 8 9 

making, £5 5s. 3d..................8 
0 16 6 

0 June. 
Female ,, earned by needlework .................. 
,, ,, made 656 garments for Government Insti 

.  

l . tutions, free of cost, valued at 4d. each 10 18 8 

° 4750 676 2089 3175 

I 
1- July 

Male Prisoners cut 3,751 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 
  made 34 cabbage tree hats, at 3s. each 

46 17 9 
5 2 0 

earned by tailoring:  ................... . 3 18 6 > 5 1 3 29 1 2 29 1 2 
to 18 0 

I 
31 July. [ 

,,  shoemaking ..................6 

 made 209 garments for Government insti- 
Female ,, ,, needlework ................... 0 7 4' 

. 

L. tutions, valued at 4d. each ........... ........ 3 9 8 

9 63 3 7 

............ 

5 1 3 29 1 2 32 10 10 

I 
1 Aug. 

Male Prisoners cut 3,654 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot . ,, made 47 cabbage tree hats, at 4s. each 
45 13 6 
9 8 0 

1 

to < 
31 Aug. 

l. 

earned by tailoring..................... 
11 shoemaking ................. 

Female ,, ,, needlework .................. 

7 4 6 
2 5 0. 
1 13 4 

> 7 16 7 29 '3 10 29 3 10• 

3 6 8 
 made 200 garments for Government insti- 

£ 
tutions, valued at 4d. each ................. 

66 4 4 '7 16 7 29 3 10 32 10 6 

f 

1 Sept. 

Male Prisoners cut 4,101 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot.. .. 
made 68 cabbage tree hats, at 4s. each.. 

51 5 3 
13 12 0 
10 10 0 

1 

to 

  . 3 carts, at'70s. each ............. 
earned by 

ig ....:: :: shoemaki
made boots, which were sold on commis- 

27 10 5 29 1 6 29 1 6 

30 Sept. 
sion ............................... 1076 

1 15 2 

L 

Female ,, earned by needlework .................. 
made 263 garments for Government insti 
tutions, valued at 4d. each ................ 4 7 8 

£10610 5 2710 5 29 1 6 33 9 2 

I 1 Oct. 

to 

31 Oct. 
l. 

Male Prisoners cut 5,677 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 
  made 54 cabbage tree hats, at 4s. each 

earned by tailoring .................... " ,, shoemaking .................. 
Female  needlework .................. 
,, ,, made 925 garments for Government insti- 

70 19 3 
10 16 0.. 
. 4 11 .0 . 
9 10 9 
3 15 10 

.  >26 13 10 

J 

. . . . . . .  

. 36 9 11 36 9,11 

is s 4 . . 
52 18 .3 

tution,fre of cost................... 

L.  99 12 10 26 1310 .3,6 .il. . 

- 
1 Nov. 

to . 

Male Prisoners cut 4,617 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot.......
made 70 cabbage tree hats, at 4s. each 

  earned by tailoring .................... 

57 14 3 
14 0 0 
6 9 0 
9 15 9 
1 14 0 
1 17 0 

>19 12 2 40 14 5 40 14 5 

30 Nov. 

shoemaking .................. 
painting carts ................. 

 , .  making tinware ............... 
fishing net ............ 

made S wheelbarrows, at lOs. each.. ...... 
Female ,, by needlework .................... 

3 0 0 
2 10 0 
4 1 0 J 

301 garments for Government insti- 
5 0 4 

£ 
tutions, valued at 4d. each ............ 

101 1 O 1912 2 4014 5 4510 9 

f 
1 Dec. 
to 

31 Dec. -J 
L 

Male Prisoners cut 4,874 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot.... 
  made 74 cabbage tree hats, sold by 

auctiofl for ........................  

,, ,, shoemakjno' .................. 
Female ,, needlework .................. 

60 18 6 
. 

72 3 0 ..3 
8 5 6 
4 12 6 

4 5 53 3 Of 53 8 Oj 

£15006 4345 538 Of 538 0 

RECAPITULATION. 



From the 1st April, 1854, to the 30th June, 1854........... 

1st July, 1864, to the 31st September, 1854 

1st October, 1854, to the 31st December, 1854 

1st January, 1855, to the 31st January, 1855 

1st February, 1855, to the 28th February, 1855.. 

1st March, 1855, to the 31st March, 1855 ...... 

1st April, 1855, to the 30th April, 1855 ........ 

1st May, 1855, to 31st May, 1855 .............. 

1st June, 1855, to the 30th June, 1855 .......... 

1st July, 1855, to the 31st July, 1855 .......... 

1st August, 1855, to the 31st August, 1855...... 

1st September, 1855, to the 30th September, 1855. 

1st October, 1855, to the 31st October, 1855 .. .. I 

1st November, 1855, to the 30th November, 1855. 

1st December, 1855, to the 31st December, 1855. 

37 15 0 

33 3 6 

31 11 0 

17 19 0 

28 16 6 

48 12 8 

3519 6 

41 11 1 

47 5 0 

6:3 3 7 

66 4 4 

106 10 5 

99 12 10 

101 1 0 

150 0 6 

4 WORK PERFORMED BY PRISONERS IN PARRAMATTA GAOL. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount xpeonset ofProportion evf.its,
dy to 

tP 
realise E

m
s for ornmen 

 
t 

Prisoners' Raw Material, Prisoners. Share 
Labor. &c. 

1211 8 98 1 8- 

11 1 2 5019 0 

1010 4 3013 8 

819 6 1117 0 

14 8 3 1811 7 

24 6 4 28 7 4' 

18 4 9 . 19 2 9 

2015 6 34 9 2 

6 7 6 20 8 9 31 7 5 

5 1 3 . 29 1 2 . 32 10 10 

7 16 7 29 3 103, 32 10 6 

2710 5 29 1 6 33 9 2 

26 13 10 - 36 9 11 52 18 3 

19 12 2 40 14 5 45 10 9 

43 4 5 53 8 Of 53 8 Of  

Tctal froth 1st April, 1854, to the 31st December, 1855 909 5 11 136 6 2 369 5 2 573 17 2 
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1858. 

Regiolatiln 2ooembIV. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

\YORX PEllF0111Ell BY PRISOiERS IN PARRAftIATTA GAOL. 
(RETURNS RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 8 October, 1858. 

TilE VISITING JUSTICE to Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY 

H. M. Gaol, Parramatta, 
25 August, 1858. 

Sin, 
In accordance with the instructions conveyed in your communication of- the 

16th inst-ant, I have the honor to herewith enclose a Return shewing the quantity, the 
description, the value as per book, of work performed within the Parramatta Gaol; and the 
number of prisoners employed in its execution from the 1st January, 1856, to the 31st 
July, 1858. 

The two previous years' accounts having been kept on an entirely different system 
from the present, and being prior to the present clerk entering into office, will take a longer 
time to prepare; I have therefore deemed it expedient to forward the enclosed, and will have 
the others prepared and forwarded with the least possible delay. 

I have, &c., 

F. 0. DAJtVALL, P. M., 
Visiting Justice. 

TUE HONORABLE 

TUE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

540—A 



950 
17 19 ii 
026 

13 18 5 
4 17 9 
010 

46 4 7 

33 2 4 
21 1 8 
383 
2 3 4 

0 10 0 
980 

69 13 8 

32 2 4 
21 1 8 
383 
2 3 4 
017 

0 10 0 

59 7 3. 

H. M. GAOL, PA.RRAMATPA. 

RETURN chewing the work performed in the above Establishment, from the 1st January, 1856, to the 31st July, 1858, specifying the quantity and description of each kind of work, the 
prices either obtained for such work or the value entered in the Books; also the number of persons employed in its execution, together with the actual expenses incurred by such work, 
and the proportion of proceeds received by the Prisoners and by the Government. 

Date. 
Amount 
realized by Expenses for 
Prisoners' I Raw Material, 
Labor; Tools, &c. 

Proportion 
paid to 
Prisoners. 

Net Profits, 
or Government 
Share. 

1856. 

1 January 

to 

31 January 

66 11 0 
64 13 6 
15 12 0 

33 prisoners made 108 cabbage tree hats ..................................................................................... 

5 13 6 
4 1 6 

45 ,, cut 5,174 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ........................................................................... 
7 ,, made 40 pairs boots ............................................................................................ 

9 10. 0 

7 ,, earned by repairing and making boots ........................................................................... 
4 ,, earned by tailoring ............................................................................................. 

1 15 0 
4 ,, made 1 dray at £4 lOs., and 1 cart at £5 ...................................................................... 
1 ,, earned by making tin-ware ..................................................................................... 

4 2 6 Femaleprisoners earned by needlework ....................................................................................... 
Value of needlework made by female prisoners for Government Institutions ...................................................... 2 15 6 

LI 17414 6 

611 0 30 0 0 30 0 0 
319 0 30 7 3 30 7 3 

17 0 0 2 2 9 2 2 9 
209 209 

16 310 
120 066 066 

426 

44 15 10 i 68 19 9 64 17 3 

1 February 

to 

28 February 

75 9 9 
34 ,, 60 3 4 
7 ,, 

48 prisoners cut 6,039 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ........................................................................... 
made 102 cabbage tree hats ................................................................................... 

6 19 0 
7 ,, earned by tailoring ........................................................................................... 6 9 
3 ,, 

made 4 pairs of boots at 8s., £1 12s.; and earned by repairing ditto, £5 7s............................................ 

.. 0 0 
1 ,, 1 18 0 
1 

made 16 wheelbarrows .................................................................................... ...14 
earned by making tin-war. ...................................................................................... 

1 0 0  earned by painting ............................................................................................. 
Value of needlework made by female prisoners for Government Institutions, £3 lOs. 65.; ditto for private parties, £9 8s ........... 12 18 6 

;Cl 17618 4 

I 
1 March 

to 

31 March. 
L 

73 15 
31 6 

9 17 0 
0 8 17 

0 
8 

28 
I 11 

7 10 
4 2 

28 
11 
7 10 
4 2 

47 prisoners cut .5,093 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ............................................................................ 
35 ,, made 87 cabbage tree hats, at 6s. 85., £29; and 3 ditto at 15s. 45., £2 6s............................................. 
4 made 20 pairs boots, at 8s. per pair ............................................................................... 
1 ,, made 42 articles of tin-ware ................................................................................... 
6 ,, made by tailoring .............................................................................................. 
2 ,, earned by shoemaking .......................................................................................... 

8 
3 
4 
4 
4 

0. 
0 
10 
0 
8 

0 12 17 
0 2 19 
0 1 12 
9 ......... 
0 

11 
6 
8 

0 
1 

2 

0 3 
8 8 

2 6 

0 
1 
0 3 
8 8 

Value of needlework made by female prisoners for Government Institutions, £2 53. 6d.; ditto for private parties, £2 2s. 6d........... 

£ 12906 4379 43 3 Sfr 1 410 11 

q 



Date. 

46 prisoners cut 4,435 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ......................................................................... 
4 ,, earned by tailoring .......................................................................................... 
4 ,, earned by shoemaking, £3 15s. 6d.; and made 16 pairs boots, at 95., £7 14s .......................................... 
37 ,, made 9 dozen cabbage tree hats, at 80s. per dozen, £36; and 6 dozen and 1, at 70s.. £22 3s. 4d....................... 
5 made 6 wheelbarrows, at 21s. 2d. each ........................................................................ 
1 ,, earned by making tin-ware .................................................................................... 
Value of needlework made by female prisoners for Government Institutions, £15 8s.; ditto for private parties, £1 2s............... 

£ 

48 prisoners cut 4,258 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot, £53 4s. 2d.; and 1,228 feet ditto for King's School, at 15. per foot, £5 2s. 45....... 
58 made 1l dozen cabbage tree bats, at 75s. per dozen, £43 2e. Gd.; and 20, at 6s. 3d., £6 5s............................ 
5 made 4 wheelbarrows, at 25s. 4d. each, £5 is. 45.; and 8 ditto, at 30s. ea&, £12 .................................... 
I ,, made 17 pairs boots, at 9s. 65., £8 is. Gd. and earned by sundry work, £3 us. 9d................................... 
3 ,. earned by tailoring .......................................................................................... 
Value of needlework made by female prisoners for Government Institutions, £3 Os. Gd.; ditto for private parties, £3 lOs........... 

1858. 

1 April 

to 

30 Ar,ril 

lMay 

to 

3lMay 

43 prisoners cut 3,373 feet of stone, at 3d., £47 3s. 3d.; and 492k  feet for the King's School, at id., £2 is. Okd..................... 
53 ,, made 180 cabbage tree hats.................................................................................... 
7 " earned by shoemaking ........................................................................................ 
3 earned by tailoring ......................................................................................... 
Value of needlework made by female prisoners for Government Institutions, £8 19g.; ditto for private parties, £2 3s. 6d............. 

1 June 

to 

30 June 

24 9 41 
123 

21 8 7 

0 19 10k 
1 2 0 

49 2 1 

27 5 4k 
12 8 6 

120 
3 10 0 

44 5 10k 

22 14 71 
21 12 221 
080 
193 
236 

61 7 6 

28 5 8 
52 12 7k 
190 
0 10 3k 
2 3 0 
1 19 0 

86 18 7 

- - - Jo 

24 9 41 
123 

48 0 1 

27 5 4j 
12 8 6 
16 11 4 w 
1019 3 
120 

I cia 
68 6 5j 

z 

2214 * 
24122k 
613 3 
193 

28 5 8 0 
5212 71 
190 
010 3k 
319 % 

CO 

I 

Amount 
realized by Expenses for 

Prisoners' Raw Material, 

Labor. Tools, Soc. 

Proportion Net Profits, 
paid to or Government 
Prisoners. Share. 

1 Jul 
f  43 prisoners cut 4,206 feet of stone, at 3d., £52 11g. 75.; and 1,048 feet ditto for King's School, at 15., £4 7s. 45................... 
58 made 159 cabbage tree hats, at 15s. each ........................................................................ 

t o) ,, made by tailoring ........................................................................................... 
7 ,, made 20 pairs boots, at 9s., £9; and earned by making and repairing ditto, £4 17s................................... 

31 Ju I I 5 made 15 wheelbarrows. 14 at 16s. Gd., LU us. Gd., and I at iGs. 9d............................................... y 
I ,Value of needlework made by female prisoners for Government Institutions, £5 9s. Gd.; ditto for private parties, £1 19s............. 

£ 

558 9 6 10 0 
4 8 0 2 3 6 
1019 6 12 15 10 
58 3 4 15 6 2 
6 7 0 1012 6 
249 050 
1610 0 

154 1 4 4713 0 

58 6  6 315 9 
49 7 6 2410 6 
17 1 4 010 0 
11.133 0 14 0 
314 0 010 0 
610 6 

14613 1 30 0 0 

49 4 3 315 0 
82 2 6' 3218 1 
713 
376 
11 2 6 

15218 Oj 3613 1 

561811 I 1110 7 
119 50 1119 9 
3 9 6 011 6 
1317 0 1216 5 
12.8 0 .64611k 
786 

213 611 42 2 1k 



RETURN-coniinucd. 

Amount 
realized b 
Prisoners 
Labor. 
y Expenses Raw Material, 

Tools, &e. 

for Proportion 
paid to 
Prisoners. 

Net Profits, 
or Government 
Share. 

1856. 
1 

11 August 
t o 1 

:31 August 
i. 

48 prisoners cut 3,836 feet of stone, at 3d., £47 19s.; and 1,392 feet of stone for King's School, at id., £5 16s......................... 53 15 
142 10 
1. 0 
612 
8 5 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

9 9 
24 5 

0 15 

0 
0 

0 

22 3 
59 2 
0 5 
2 18 
3 19 

0 
0 
0 
6 
0 

22 3 
59 2 
0 15 
2 18 

0 
0 
0 
6 

£ 212 2 0 34 9 0 8876 84186 

I 
1 September 
to 

30 September 

5 ,, made 190 cabbage tree hats, at 15s. each......................................................................... 
,, made 1 wheelbarrow............................................................................................. 

39 prisoners cut 3,764 feet of stone at 3d., £47 us. 3d.; 3 stone troughs, at 6., 18s.; and 422 feet stone for King's School, at id., £2 2s. 9d. 
58 ,, made 179 cabbage tree hats, at 14s. 3d.......................................................................... 
5 ,, made10pairswoineu'sshoes,a atperpair,i lOs.; 3 pairs boy's boots, at 4s. per pair, 12s.; and l pair women's, do. at3s.6d 

Value of needlework made by female prisoners for Government Institutions, £4 12s.; ditto for private parties, £1 13s. lid. ........ 

51 1 
133 5 
2 5 
0 10 
6511 

3 
0 
6 
6 

24 13 
21 12 
1 5 

2 
9 
0 

8 160 
37 4 
0 6 
0 3 
1 13 

1 
10 
6 
11 

17 12 
74 8 
0 13 
0 7 

1 
2 
8 
0 

£ 194 8 2 47 10 11 48 4 4 93 0 11 

1 October 
to 

31 0cto ber 
s ,, made 170 cabbage tree hats, at 195s. per dozen .................................................................. 

,, made 27 pairs boots, at 5s. per pair, £6 15s.; 3 pairs do., at 5s. Gd., iGs. Gd.; 4 pairs do., at 4s., iGs.; 3 pairs shoes, at 3s., 9s 

11 101 .  
31 10 
8 16 
8 3 

0 
6 
0 

8 0 
38 14 

4 12 

0 
6 

4 

15 3 
30 18 
2 18 
1 3 

11,1- 
6 
10 
6 

30 7 
61 17 
5 17 
2 7 

11 
0 
8 
2 

2 ,, earned by tailoring ............................................................................................ 

£ 202 1 4j 51 6 10 50 4 94 100 9 9 

1 Novem er 

30 ov
° 
b em Ci 

Value of needlework made by female prisoners for Government Institutions, £4 6s.; ditto for private parties £3 19s................. 

1 ,, earned by repairing farming implcments .......................................................................... 

37 prisoners cut 3,358 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot, £41 19s. Gd.; and 467 feet of stone for King's School, at 1d. per foot, £2 18s. 4d... 
,, made 165 cabbige tree hats, at 132s. per dozen .................................................................... 

. .  

44171.0 
89 7 
10 9 
3 4 

6 
0 
0 

1560 
23 10 
4 13 
.....,.. 

S 
0 

9 17 
21 18 
1 18 
34 

3 
11 
8 
0 

18 14 
43 17 
3 17 

7 
11 
4 

40 prisoners cut 4,152 feet of stone, at 3d., £51 18s.; and 813 feet of stone for King's School, at Ud., £1 13s. 10d..................53 

£ 

.. 

147 18 4 43 9 8 36 18 10 66 9 10 

1 
1 December 
to 

31 December I 

,, made 6 wheelbarrows, at 17s. each, £5 2s.; 2 ditto, at 21s. Gd., £2 3s.; and 1 ditto, 18s............................... 

,, made 11 pairs boots, at 8s. Gd. per pair, £4 13s. 6d.; and 21 pairs ditto, at 5s. Gd. per pair, £5 15s. Gd.................. 
Female prisoners earned by needlework ...................................................................................... 

36 prisoners cut 3,248 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot, £40 12s. 8d.; and 385 feet for King's School, at 14d., £2 8s. 6d................. 
58 ,, made 159 cabbage tree hats, at 9s. i1d., £79 Gs. 8d.; and 6 ditto, at 14s., £4 4s..................................... 
6 ,, made 30 pairs boots, at 5s. Gd. per pair .......................................................................... 
Female prisoners made 147 garments, at W. each; and 1 at 3+d..  ........................................................... 

43 0 
83 10 
8 5 
5 4 
7 13 

64 
8 
0 
5 
6 

11 6 
26 6 
2 3 

1 

5 
7 
6 

10 11 
19 1 
2 0 
4 

41 
4 
6 

21 2 
38 2 
4 1 

9 
8 
0 

147 14 

. .  

1 39 16 6 36 17 7 63 6 5 

made 385 5arments for Government Institutions, free of cost, valued at 5d. each ................................ 

£ 

ToTAL FOR 1856 .... £ 2,051 16 8 607 9 6 701 2 2 832 3 4 



61 

- 

- Date. - Aunt Expenses for reatzcd b Proportion Net Profits, 
I . 

Raw Material, paid to or Governient Prisoners Tools, &c. Prisoners. Share. Labor. I 

' 1857. J 0 
1 January 38 prisoners cut 3,912 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot...............................................................................48 18 0 13 7 8 11 16 9 23 13 7 

10 ,, made 20 pairs boots, at6s. Gd. each, ios.; and 18 pairs, at6s,, £5 8s............................................10 18 0 0 10 0 3 9 4 6 18 8 
to 61 made 1G cabbage tree hats, at ins, per dozen.  ........-. ........... ...... 49 5 10 28 11 3 7 11 6 15 3 1 Feniale prisoners mada 60 garments, at lOd., £2 lOs.; 30 ditto, at is., £1 lOs.; and one ditto, Gd...................................4 0 6 

4 0 6 31 Janu ny L made 1 092 uments for Goveinrncnt Institutions fi cc of cost at 4d each 
18 4 0 

£ 
13164 39 8 11 26 18 1 45 15 4 

tj 1 
38 prisoners cut 2,928 feet of stone at 3d. per foot ...........................................................................36 12 0 

5 10 0 10 7 4 20 14 8bd 
1 lebruary 

4 made 178 eabbac tree hats, 4 dozen, at 8Us., £16; 9 dozen j ditto, at 65s.; and 1 dozen , at 84s.................... 17 1 16 19 4 11 12 7 23 5 2 1 6 ,, mada 5 wheelba'rows, at 25s.; 2 ditto, at 20s. Gd.; and 4 ditto, at 16s................................................12 14 0 6 15 6 1 19 6 8 19 0 
to 

10 made 40 pairs boots; at Gs..............................................-. -. . 
..........12 0 0 2 5 2 3 4 6 9 10 28 Febiu'u J Female prisoneis math. 140 gaiinent 'it lOd each and 2 ditto at 3d 

5 17 3 17 
y 

•, , m4de US garments for Gvcrnrnent Institutions, free of cot, at 4d. .................' 
..........1 18 4 

- 
. £ 120-188 31 10 0 3317 5488 

...................................... 

z 49 
31 prisoners cut 3,717 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot .............. 

.............................................................46 9 8 6 11 0 13 6 1 26 12 2 
I Maic 

,, made 90 cabbage tree hats, at 85s. per dozen; and 4 
dozen, at 200s. pci' dozen ..................................... 55 16 8 35 19 1 6 12 6 13 5 1 

5 ,, made 9 wheelbarrows, 6 at 15, Gd. each; 2 dittO t 2s;; and i'at 29s...............................................8 12 0 2 0 6 2 3 10 4 7 8 
to 

made 4lpairsofboots,at6s per pair.-..............................................................................13 4 0 212 6 310 3 7 ] 6 31 -taarcla . Female prisoners md 137 garmentt, at 3d. each.. 
 .............................................................. ..................4 fl 5 4 fl 5 made 89 garments for Go-i einment Institutioivi bee of cost valued at 4d each 

1 9 8 

£13030 48 0 1 30 4 1 41 6 5 - -  

I A ru r 31 prisoners cut 4,459 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot...............................................................................55 14 9 8 2 6 15 17 5 31 14 10 
p 48 made 144 cabbage tree hats, 9 dozen at 130s., £58 lOs.; 1 dozen, 155s., £7 lSs.; 1 dozen, 135s., £6 iSa.; 1 dozen, , 0 iGSs., £8 Os: ........................................................................................81 5 0 1212 0 2217 8 4515 4 

to 
made 67 pail's boots, at 6. per pair ...............................................................................20 2 0 2 18 9 5 14 11 8 10 30 A nil I Female prisoners made 83 garments, at is. 4d. each; audi ditto, at lid...........................................................4 17 9 

4 17 9 made 576 garments for Govei-nrnent Institutions, free of cost, at 5s. each .......................................120 0 

........ £ 17319 6 2318 3 49 7 3 8819 0 



RETURN—con ginue.  

Aiount Expenses for Proportion Npt Profits, 
realized by Raw Material, paid to or Government 

Date. 
I'risonors' 
Labor. lools, &c. 

6 6 0 

I risOners. hhare. 

44 8 6 12 14 2 25 8 4 1857. 

127 tree hats—i dozen, £6 2s. 6d.; 1 dozen, £.6 Ss.; dozen at 75s., £13 he. 95.; 2 dozen at 120s., 
,, made cabbage 1 3 6 5 3 16 18 S 33 17 4 

1 M ay 
57 
3 3 0 3 2 8 0 0 1 0 0 3 

to 

38 prisoners cut 3554 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ..................................................................... 

7 16 0 3 15 7 1 6 8 13 7 
£12; and 4 dozen at liOs., £19 5s.......................................................................... 

5 made 2 wheelbarrows, at 31s. 65.......................................................................... 
2 3 3 2 3 

31 MaY. 
made 26 pairs boots, at 65........................................................................... .  

Female prisoners made 70 garments at i0d. each, and 1 at is................................................................ 
Institutions, free of charge, but valued at 45. each ........................... 3  13 8 made 221 garments for Government 

£ 11948 1996 34110 61 19 6 

18 0 0 11 5 3 22 10 6 51 15 9 
34 prisoners cut 4,143 f 54 0 0 14 7 6 13 4 2 26 8 4  

1 Juno i  2 12 0 4 18 8 

) 

feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ........................................................................ 

,, 14 8 0 3 2 8 3 15 1 7 10 3 
45 ,, made 120 cabbage tree hats-3 dozen at 90s., £15 lOs.; 5 dozen at140s., £38 

lOs.................................. 

4 made 2 wheelbarrows, at 26s.............................................................................. 
,, 3 18 8 3 18 8 

30 June. j 
5 made 48 pairs boots, at 6s. per pair............................................................................ 
Female prisoners made 118 garments, at 3d. each ....................................................................

for Government Institutions, free of charge, but valued at 45. each ........................... 3  17 4 made 232 garments 
13011 9 40 810 32 3 2 56 9 1 1 

ss 4 6 21 10 0 12 4 10 24 9 8 

1 36 prisoners cut 4,658 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot 
........................................................................... 58 0 0 14 9 10 14 10 0 29 0 0 

1 July 43 
made 117 cabbage tree hats, at 9s. 105. each, and 1 ditto at 9s. 65.................................................. 

7s 31 4 0 6 11 3 5 17 7 18 15 2 

7 made 21 wheelbarrows, at 26s. 3d. each, and 3 clothes-horses t 20s., and repaired 1 cart, 15 12 0 2 15 0 4 5 8 8 11 4 
to 

,, ............................ 
,, 

4 19 9 4 19 9 
81 July. 

9 ,, made 52 pairs boots, at 6s. per pair ............................................................................ 
Female prisoners made 133 garments, at 9d. each ...................................... ............................ 

made 168 garments for Government Institutions, free of charge, but valued. at. S.. each ........................... 3 10 0 

3 £17110 45 6 1 41 17 10 80 16 2 

2 0 13 7 6 13 4 10 26 9 8 

1 0 0 24 19 6 8 0 0 16 0 0 

1 August I 23s. 9d. 
11 4 0 5 0 0 

6 
2 1 4 
3 18 6 

4 2 8 
7 7 0 

37 prisoners cut 4,948 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ........................................................................... 

7 ,, made 8 wheelbarrows, at each, 15 12 0 3 16 
o 

£9 lOs.; 2 clothes-horses at Se., lOs.; and 2 ditto at 12s., £1 4s................... 
made 98 cabbage tree hats, at lOs. each ........................................................................ 

,, 3 1 8 3 1 8 
31 August. 

10 made 52 pairs boots, at 6s. per pair ....................................................................... 
Female prisoners made 122 garments, at 61, £3 is.; and 1 ditto at 85............................................................ 611 0 for Government Institutions, free of charge, but valued at 6d.................................. made 262 garments 

1 138 108 47 3 6 - 30 6 4 5319 4 



Date. 

. . . . 
32 prisoners cut 4,671 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ............................................................................ 
35 ,, made 132 cabbage tree hats, at 9s. 3d. each; and 9 ditto, at lOs. 4d. each ............................................ 
6 ,, made 12 wheelbarrows, at 24s. 4d., £14 12s.; 2 clothes-horses, at 4s. Gd., 9s.; 2 ditto, at 5s. Gd., us.; 2 clothes-presses. 

Aiiount 
realized by 
1 i isoners 
Labor. 

Amount of 
Expenses for 
Eaw Materia 
lools, &c. 

Proportion 
paid to 
Prisoners. 

Net -Profits 
or Government 
Share. 

bd 

0 

1857 
1 

1 September 

to < 

53 7 9 
65 3 2 

20 2 0 
23 2 0 

13 9 0 
11 9 8 

8 4 8 
3 1 4 

14 19 11 
18 5 0 

3 Ii) 1 
6 13 6 

29 19 10 
36 10 0 

7 8 3 
13 7 2 

30 September 

at 40s, £1; and I step-ladder, l Os......................................................................... 
10 ,, made 77 pairs boots, at 6s. per pair .............................................................................. 
Female prisoners made 34 garments, at lid, each ............................................................................ 

made 252 garments, at 545. each, for Government Institutions ................................................ 
1 11 9 
5166 

1 11 9 
..:..... ........ 

_. 
17432 3648 

. .  

. .  

4593 8753 £ 

1 
1 October 

to 

31 October 

31 prisoners cut 4.302 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ............................................................................ 
46 ,, made 125 cabbage tree hats, at 13s. lid.; and 1 at 15s. Sd. ...................................................... 
10 ,, made 28 pairs boots, at 8s. 3d., £11 us.; and 19 pairs, at Gs., £5 14s................................................. 

,, made 1 clothes-horse, at 21s.; and 1 ditto, at 6s.................................................................. 
Female prisoners made 71 garments, at lOd. each; and I at 4d................................................................. 

53.15 6 

17 5 0 
1 7 0 

..87 15 0 

2 19 6 
398 

19 3 7 
11 11 0 
25 6 0 
1 4 3 

........ 

11 10 7 
25 7 11 

0 0 11 
2 19 6 
.'...... 

23 1 4 
50 15 10 

.0 1 10 

....... 

.: 

z 

made 209 garments for Government Institutions, free of charge, valued at 4d. each .............................. 
- 

166 11 S 57 4 10 39 18 11 73 19 0 £ .: 

1 November 
to 

30 November 

36 prisoners cut 5,228 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot ........................................................................... 
51 made 115 cabbage tree hats, at 12s. 95. each; and 1 ditto, at 13s. 95............................................... 

,, made 35 pairs boots, at 8s. 95. per pair ........................................................................15 
Female prisoners made 79 garments, at is. 3d., £4 189. 95.; and 1 ditto, at 3s. 45...............................................521 

65 7 0 
74 0 0 
6 3 

25 6 9 
16 11 6 
7 13 10 ........ 

13 0 1 
19 2 10 
2 10 9 
521 

26 0 2 
38 5 8 
5 1 8 
........ 

159 15 4 50 12 1 39 15 9 69 7 6 - .• £ 

- f 
1 December I 

to ' 

30 prisoners cut 2,446 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot, £30 11s. Gd.; and 899 feet ditto for Government, valued at 3d. per foot, Lii 4s. 95 
4. ,, made 102 cabbage tree hats, at 14s. 45. each; and 1 ditto, at 9s. 3d.................................................. 
9 made 23 pairs strong boots, at 99., £10 7s.; and 27 pairs light boots, at 7s. d., £12 iGs. 65; ......................... 

41 16 3 
73  ii 3 
23 3 0 

10 2 0 
17 2 .2 
7 8 2 

4 16 9 
18 16 4 
5 4 11 

20 18 3 
37 12 9 
10 9 Ii 

31 December I Female prisoners made 18 garments, at is. 75. each .......................................................................... 1 10 0 1 10 0 . .  
4 0 0 ........ ........ - 

144 0 6 40 12 4 30 8 0 

made 240 garments for Government institutions, free of charge, but valued at 45. each ............................ 
£ 69 0 Ii 

TOL&L FOR 1857 .... El 1,874 6 3 479 17 1 451 18 9 819 19 9 
.4 
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00 
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31 Ja 

1 N 
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1A 
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RETJJRN-coutjnuecl. 

Aiiount 
realized ' 

Expenses for Proportion Net Profits, 
ate. .-. .• . - 

Prisoners' Raw Material, paid to or Government 
Tools, &c. Prisoners. Shares. 

158. 
( 34 prisoners cut 2,243 fe t of stone, at 3d. per foot, £28 Os. 95.; and 670 feet ditto for Government, valued at 3d. per foot, mary £8 7s. Gd. ................................................................................................ 36 8 3 16 17 10 3 14 3 7 8 S 
48 ,, made 108 cabbage tree hats, at 9s., £48 12s.; and 1 ditto at 15s; Gd.................................................. 49 7 6 7 11 2 13 18 9 27 17 7 
6 made 6 wheelbarrows, at 12s., £3 12s.; woodwork of rolling stone, £1............................................... 4 12 0 2 11 0 0 13 8 1 7 4 

auary 19 7 6 26 9 7 7 ,, made 43 pairs of boots, ats. per pair ........-............................................................................ 
Female prisoners made 228 garments for Government Institutioirs, Iree of charge, valued at 45. each ............................... 3 16 0 

£ 

.  

113 10 9 3613 7 63 9 7 18 6 8 

bruar y £10 
1 34 prisoners cut 772 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot, £9 13s.; and 873 feet ditto, for Government, valued at 3d. per foot, 

20 11 .3 8 3 10 0 9 8 0 19 6 
53 12 6 25 7 0 9 8 6 18 17 0 D ) 6 ,, made 14 wheelbarrows, 8 at 16s. 85. each, £6 13s. 4d.; 1 ditto at 30s.,. £1 los.; 1 ditto at 17s. 8d., 17s. 85.; 4 small ditto 

ivary 

18s. 3d................................................................................................ 
89,,, macic 86 cabbage tree hats, at 11g. Sd. each, £49 Is. lOd.; and 8 ditto, at us. 45. each, £4 lOs. 85...................... 

, .... 11 19 6 510 4 2 3 O 2 6 1 I at 10g. 4-d., £2 Is. 65.; 2clothcs-horges, at 8g. Sri............................................................ 
Female prisoners made 115 garments, at 105.; 1 ditto, at Is. 25................................................................ 4 17 0 .....,.. 4 17 

0 

£ 91 0 3 16 18 21 39 1 3 22 2 7 

33 prisoners cut 727 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot, £9 19s.; and. 645 ditto for Government, free of charge, valued at 3d. per foot, 
arch 17 3 0 7 7 6 1 16 0 7 19 6 

61 3 11 10 0 2 17 1 3 24 2 6 
.0 32 19 2 18 19 5 4 13 3 9 6  6 

£8 Is. 3d................................................................................................. 
47 made 111 cabbage tree hats-i dozen at 100g., £5; dozen ditto, at 117s. 6d., £41 12s. 3d........................... 

3 2 0 2 8 0 0 4 8 0 9 4 
arch 

made 2 wheelbarrows, at 25g., £2 lOg.,;. end 1 small ditto, at 12s.....................................................
in 5 9 3 5 9 3 

7 ,, made 63 pairs of boots, at lOs. per pair ........................................................................... 

Female prisoners made 130 gareut at 105., and 1 at l5....................................................................... 
1. - ., , ,, made 44 garments for Government Institutions, free of charge, valued at Gd. .................................. ..1 2 0 ...... 

£ 120 19 4 29 4 5 38 15 1 41 17 10 

pril 20 8 6 10 13 0 1 16 8 7 18 10 ri 25 prisoners cut 654 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot, £8 3s. 65.; and 980 feet for Government, valued at 3d. per foot, £12 5s.............. 
42 ,, made Q dozen cabbage tree hats, at 1505., £46 17s. Gd.; 9 dozen at 18s., £8 2s.; and 6 dozen at 7g., £2 2s.............. 57 1 6 11 9 2 15 4 1 30 8 3 

;o 14 0 6 2 17 6 4 1 0 S 2 0 < i 7 ,, made 41 pairs boots, at 5s. 65. per pair............................................................................ 
3 ii 1 .3 ii 1 ......... 

pril 
Female prisoners made 56 garments, at Is. 35. each, and 1 at Is. Id............................................................. 

I. . ,, ,, made 120 garments for Government Institutions, free of charge, valued at Gd. each, £8 16s. 3d. . ................... 3 00 
. . . . .  
. . . . . . . .  . ... 

£ 9817 241981 24 12lO46 



Aount Expenses for Proportion Net Profits, 
Raw Material, paid to or Government 

Date. Tools, &c. Prisoners. Share. 
Labor. 

5 9 10 
16 8 8 

20 1 8 
32 1-1 0 

11 16 3 
8 1 0 

2 14 11 
8 4 4 

1858. 
f 

1 May 42 ,, made 5 dozen cabbage tree hats, at lOOs., £26 fis.; 4 ditto at Ge, £1 4s.; and S ditto ditto at iSs., £3 15s............. 6 1 0 3 14 2 0 15 7 1 11 3 
to 

27 prisoners cut 889 feat of stone, at 3d., £11 45, 95.; and 705 feet for Government, valued at 3d. per foot, £8 iGs. 3d............... 

S ,, made 22 pairs of boots, at Sc. Gd. per pair ........................................................................ 
Female made 89 at lOd. each, and 1 at lid ................................................................. prisoners garments 

3 15 1 3 15 1 
81 May 

t.  made 118 garments for Government Institutions, free of charge, valued at Gd................................... 2 18 0 - 
.  

659 9 23 ii 5 15 9 11 £ 23 9 9 

26 prisoners cut 1,078 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot, £13 99. Gd.; and 1,080 feet for Government, at 3d., £13 lOs. .................. 
£12; 8 dozen ditto, 15s., £6; 1 dozen ditto, at220s., £11; 34 dozen ditto, 

26 19 6 10 0 6 2 16 5 14 2 7 

1 June 43 ,, made 1 dozen cabbage tree hats, at 240s., at 
at 

70 0 0 23 9 6 15 10 2 
5 16 8 

31 0 4 
ii 13 4 to 

30 June 
liSs., £27 2s. Gd.; 1 dozen ditto, at 160s., £ 8; and 1 dozen ditto, at iSis. Gd., £7 lie. Gd....................... 

7 ,, made 73 pairs boots, at Sc. Gd...................................... .  ....................................... 
Female prisoners made 120 garments for Government institutions, free of charge, valued at 4d ..................................... 

20 0 6 
.. 2 0 0 

2 10 6 
.  -  

3606 2433 £ 11900 56 16 3 

( prisoners 
37 5 9 12 15 11 6 3 3 18 6 7 

1 July 41 ,, made I dozen cabbag £7 e tree hats, at 142s. Gd., 2s. Gd.; dozen ditto, at 140s., £32 is. 85.; and 1 dozen ditto, at 
50 9 2 ii 1 3 13 2 11 26 5 10 

to 

27 cut 2,501 feet of stone, at 3d. per foot, £31 5s. 3d.; and 482 feet for Government, at 3d. per foot, £6 Os. Gd
.............. 

,, 
4  10 0 
3 1 4 

1 10 0 
3 1 4 

3 0 0 225s., £11 Ss......................................................................................... 

prisoners 9 0 1  
31 July , 

5 made 2 wheelbarrows, at 25s. each, £2 lOs.; 1 chest of drawers, 20s.;, 1 book shelf, 20s................................ 
Female made 97 garments, at 105. cr.eh; and 1 at is. lOd.............................................................. 
,, ,, made 87 garments for .Government Institutions,, free of charge, valued at 45. each ................................. 11 11 0 3 15 G 2 11 10 S 3 S 
7 prisoners made 42 pairs of boots, at Sc. Gd. per pair ......................................................................... 

£ 108 6 3 27 12 8 26 9 4 52 16 1 

'JTOTAL To 81 JULY, 1858 .... £ 602 17 2 243 10 24 128 15 34 280 5 3 

C 
z 

z 

ro 



10 
WORK PERFORMED BY PRISONERS IN PARRAMATTA GAOL. 

RECAPITULATION 

DATE. 

1856. 

Amount 
r  a e . Expenses for 

Raw Material, 
Tools, &c. 

Proportion paid 
to 

Prisoners. 
Net Profits, 
or Government 
Sharc. 

1 January to 31 January ................ 174 14 6 44 15 10 68 19 9 64 17 3 1 February to 28 February ............. 176 18 4 46 4 7 69 13 8f 59 7 34 1 March to 31 March ................... 129 0 6 43 7 9 43 3 Sf 41 0 hf 1 April to 30 April .....................154 1 4 47 13 0 49 2 :1 48 0 1 1 May to 31 May ....................... 146 13 1 30 0 3 44 5 lOf 68 6 Sf 1 June to 30 June ..................... 152 18 Of 36 13 1 51 7 6 55 9 
iJuly to 31 July .......................213 611 42 2 If 8618 7 8616 7f 1 August to 31 August 212 ................. 2 0 34 9 0 68 7 6 84 18 6 1 September to 30 September ...........194 8 2 47 10 11 48 4 4 93 0 11 
1 October to 31 October .... ............. 202 1 4f 51 6 10 50 4 9f 100 9 9 
1 November to 30 November 147 13 4 43 9 8 36 18 10 66 9 10 

............. 
1 December to 31 December ............. 147 14 1 39 16 6 36 17 7f 63 6 5 

1857. 

131 6 4 1 January to 31 January ............... 39 8 11 26 18 1 45 15 4 1 February to 28 February ... ......... ..120 18 8 31 10 0 33 1 7 54 8 8 
3 0 48 3 1 30 4 1 41 

1 March to 31 March ...................130 
1 April to 30 April .....................173 

6 5 
19 6 23 13 3 49 7 3 88 19 0 

lMay to 31 May ....................... 119 4 8 19 9 6 34 1 10 61 19 6 1 June to 30 June .....................130 11 9 40 8 10 32 3 2 56 
iJuly to 31 July .......................17110 

9 1 
3 45 6 1 41 1710 80 16 2 

138 10 8 47 3 6 
1 August to 31 August ................. 

00 6 4 53 19 4 
3 2 1 September to 30 September...........174 36 4 8 45 9 3 87 5 3 

166 11 8 57 4 10 39 18 11 
1 October to 31 October ................. 

1 November to 30 November ............ .. 159 15 4 
73 19 0 

50 12 1 39 15 9 69 7 6 
1 December to 31 December ............ 144 0 6 40 12 4 30 8 0 69 0 11 

1858. 

10 9 53 9 7 18 6 8 36 13 7 
1 January to 31 January ...............113 

1 February to 28 February .............. 91 0 3 39 1 34 16 18 2f 22 2 7 
1 March to 31 March ................... 120 19 4 38 15 1 29 4 5 41 17 11 
1 April to 30 April ..................... 98 1 7 24 19 8 24 12 10 46 9 1 
1 May to 31 May ........................65 9 9 . 

0 0 

23 11 5 15 9 11 23 9 9 
lJuneto3oJune .....................19 36 0 6 24 3 3 5616 3 
iJuly to 31 July ........................ 108 6 3 2712 8 26 9 4 5216 1 

GRAND TOTAL, from l January, } 
£4,529 0 1 1,230 16 10 1,281 16 3 1,932 8 4 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ALLEGED CXSE OF KIDNAPPING ISLANDERS 
(CORRESPONDENCE. &c., RELATIVE TO CAPTAIN WILSON'S PROCEEDINGS.) 

0' dered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 14 July, 1858. 

THE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, MAURITIUS, to THE UNDER SECRETARY, NEW SouTH WALES. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

.ili'auritius, 6 April, 1858. 
SIR, 

I have the honor, by direction of His Excellency Governor Stevenson; to 

transmit to you the accompanying Papers, disclosing a very apparent case of kidnapping 

perpetrated by the Master of a vessel recently sailing out of the Port of Sydney. His 

Excellency trusts that by bringing these circumstances to the knowledge of the Govern. 

meat of New South Wales measures may be taken to prevent a recurrence of similar 

practices, and the punishment of the offenders. 

I have, &c., 

HUMPHREY SANDWITH, 

THE UNDER SECRETARY TO Colonial Secretary. 

THE GOVERNMENT OT NEW SOUTH WALES, 

Sydney. 

To ITis EXCELLENCY WILLIAM STEVENSON, ESQUIRE, Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of Mauritius and Dependencies, &c , &c., &c. 

YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

The humble Petition of William Ferrier, late of Byron's Island, now of Port Louis, 

Respectfully Sheweth 

That on or about the month of October last., Captain Joseph Wilson, of the 
English barque " Sutton," called at Byron's Island, where your Petitioner and his family 
resided since sixteen years, and induced your Petitioner to ship himself on board the said 
barque, as interpreter, to the effect of enabling him, the said Captain J. Wilson, to gather 
cocoanuts from all the neighbouring islets. 

That with Petitioner, the said captain took on board the said barque six natives of 
the said Byron's Island, composing the crew of your Petitioner's canoe. 

That it was only to be serviceable to Captain Wilson that Petitioner, with his crew, 
consented so to embark in the barque " Sutton." 

That the express condition and agreement made with the said Captain Wilson were, 
that as soon as he would have effected his object—to wit, of gathering cocoanuts—he would 
land your Petitioner and his crew on the said Byron's Island. That at Peru and Clark's 
Island the said J. Wilson induced about sixty.five male natives to ship themselves on board 
the " Sutton," for the same object as above, and under the express condition to land them 
back on their respective Islands in a short time. 

That instead of acting up to such agreement, the said captain made for Mauritius, 
where we arrived last month, and again made for Bourbon in twenty-four hours. That on 
our passage out to Mauritius Petitioner strongly remonstrated against the captain's conduct; 
whereupon he tried to hush up the matter—made Petitioner drink liquors—and when he 
was almost insensible, caused him to sign his articles, as steward and seaman. The chief 
of his crew resisted all the captain's efforts to make him sign the said articles. 

* 372—A That 
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That on our arrival at Bourbon the said Captain Wilson landed the same sixty-five 
natives, who were engaged to certain planters for the consideration of £10 a head, and 
s.dcl the said English barque " Sutton" for £1,600, as Petitioner was told. 

That your Petitioner having applied to the said Captain Wilson for his maintenance 
at Port Louis, his passage back, board and lodging, from this Colony to Byron's Island, 
and for a compensation for the trouble and misery he has subjected your Petitioner to, the 
said Captain Wilson flatly declined to afford any redress to your Petitioner. 

That having applied to the Marine Magistrate of Port Louis, he has raised doubts 
on the power he has to entertain your Petitioner's case, and ultimately refused to admit 
your Petitioner to sue infoima pouperis. 

That your Petitioner being altogether destitute at Mauritius, where he lives on 
charity, has not been able to enter his complaint against Captain Wilson. 

Wherefore, your humble Petitioner craves your Excellency's interference in this 
case, to have redress against the said Captain Wilson. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c., &c., &c. 

WILLIAM FERRIER. 

Po,t Louis, 8 December, 1S57. 

DEPOSITIONS T.tKEN BEFORE TIlE CROWN SorrcIToR. 

TVillianr Ferrier: Has resided on Byron's Island (Kingsmill's Group, on the Line, 
N.E. of Australia) ; has been there 16 years. Captain Wilson, of English barque " Sutton," 
arrived at Byron's Island in August last. He engaged me as an interpreter, to procure 
natives for him. lIe was to go about amongst the islands to procure his complement of men 
and to return in three days to Byron's island to land me. An American named William 
Meadows, who was also residing  on Byron's Island, came on board also in the same boat with 
me; we both went on shore again. I went to tell my family that I should be absent for a 
few days; we embarked after this willingly—I as interpreter, and Meadows worked on board 
as seaman. Some twelve natives of Byron's Island came on board, and went below of their 
own accord; no one asked them to come on board, or to remain on board; no one prevented 
their landing again. I believe that they were under the impression that tile ship would 
return again in three days, as they had heard me tell lily family so when ashore. The 
Sutton" left Byron's Island in the evening of the day that she arrived there, taking away 
myself, Meadows, and about a dozen natives. We sailed for Pirhoot Island, one of the 
same group, distant 28 miles from Byron's Island. We arrived there next morning; a lot of 
natives came off in canoes. By the captain's desire I spoke to the natives, and asked whether 
any of them were willing to come to make cocoanut-oil for the captain on an island a short dis-
tance to the west; I told them that the captain would bring them back in ten or twelve 
months at the furthest; that they would be paid ltb of tobacco, or one dollar per month 
for their trouble. About 20 natives embarked willingly, and we sailed that night. We 
arrived next morning at Clark's Island, one of the same group, about 40 miles west of 
Pirhoot. I spoke to the natives there as I had done at Pirhoot; about 20 natives embarked 
at Clark's Island on the same promises as had been made to the natives of Pirhoot. We 
sailed same evening to the southward, the captain saying he was going to take me back to 
my island. We beat for 21 hours against contrary winds and current, and the captain then 
said he could not spare any more time to take inc back, and he stood to the west for about 
four or fivedays, when we reached the Solomon's Group of Islands. The men of Kingsniill's 
Group had been aecutomed to ship as they did in the " Sutton" for the purpose of making 
cocoanut-oil. It was usual to bring them back again. There was a Frenchman on board 
called Captain Duinainc. He heard all that the captain told me to say to the natives. The 
Kingsmill Group belong to the British Government. There is no Government Officer on 
any of the Islands. The men were not confined on board; they were well treated. Besides 
the captain and Captain Damaine, there were two niates, a carpenter, and six seamen, 
besides myself and the Yankee. The crew had each of them a cutlass; the officers of the 
&up had each a musket; two muskets were put in the cabin that was occupied by the 
Yankee and myself; the captain gave them to us to be used in case of the natives rising. 
There were plenty of muskets, cutlasses, carpenters' axes, adzes, and gunpowder in canisters 
in the captain's state room. He said that they were to purchase ponies in Torres Straits. 
There were two swivels mounted on the quarters of the ship. Before arriving at the 
Solomon's Group, the captain said that I must sign articles, as he was afraid of falling in 
with a man-of-war. I don't know whether he asked the Yankee to sign articles. I refused 
to sign articles, and asked him to take me back to Byron's Island according to promise. He 
asked me to go with him as interpreter to the island where he was to make cocoanut-oil. 
He never told inc the name of the island. I said I would go if be would touch at Byron's 
Island and let me take my children. He asked me repeatedly to sign articles, and I refused, 
but one morning, Captain Dumaine having given me two tumblers of runs to drink, the 
captain induced me to sign. The captain asked the natives who had embarked to sign 
articles to work for ten or twelve months making cocoanut-oil. Captain Dumaine was 
present. I acted as interpreter. He said to me that if he fell in with a man.of-war, and 
the men had not signed these articles, lie might be taken to be a slaver. The natives all 
touched the captain's pen by way of signing. I explained to the men, by the captain's order, 
what they were signing—I told them it was an engagement to work for tell or twelve 
months at the utmost, making oil, at the end of which time they were to be taken back to 
the places from whence they came. I engaged as interpreter, steward, and seaman; I was 
to have £5 a month. The natives were to have lib of tobacco or 1 dollar per month. 

This 
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Uhis took place on the morning that I had been drinking, and in the presence of Captain 
Dumaine. It occurred after we had left Kingsniili Group arid just before arriving at 
Solomon's Group, whilst out of sight of land. I did not read the articles or engagement 
which was signed. I cannot read very well. I was not offered theperusal of them. 

We arrived at Solomon's Group about six days after leaving Kingsmill's Group. We 
estopped there six days, cruising about amongst the different islands. 

We took twelve 
natives from two islands. I could not speak the language of these islanders; I do not think 
that any one on board could speak their language. The captain landed here two men 
belonging to Clark's Island and l'irhoot ; be landed them because they were insuboi-dinate. 
licy regretted having left their native islands, and told the other natives that they intended 
to kill the captain and me. One of them was arrested as he was coming aft with a knife in 
his hand. I do not know what lie was going to do with the knife, but the natives told me 
that he was going to kill us. Some of the natives caught hold of him, and he stabbed one 
-of them with his knife. Both these men were made fast and kept below with the others 
until we reached the Solomon's Group, where they were landed. The other natives could 
have re'eased them if they had chosen, as they were at first made fast with cord. They 
were afterwards made fast with a chain and padlock. The men who were taken on board at 
Solomon's Group appeared to embark of their own free will. I did not see any force used. 
The captain went ashore at the Solomon's Group to look for copper, but did not find any. We 

sailed for Torres Straits. The captain tried to procure ponies at one of the islands 
there in exchange for muskets, powder, and axes, &c, &c, but lie could not succeed; he 
only got one pony and one buffalo. From there we came straight to Mauritius, where we 
anchored outside tile Bell luoy for a day, after which we proceeded to Bourbon. About 60 

urbon. I heard ashore that they were engaged for five 
natives were landed and left at Bo  

years, and that the captain got £40 a head for them. The ship was sold there, and the 
crew paid off and discharged I got about £22. The captain paid the passage of myself 
and crew up to Maurjtjus. Six of the natives who embarked with me from the same canoe 
t Byron's Island, on the promise of being sent back in three days, were also sent up here. 
he captain has found a passage for the Yankee and for these six natives to go back agun, 

whether to Sydney or to Byron's Island I do not know. 

WILrjAjI FERRIER. 

Wi?lianz Henry Ttleuclows: 
I had been resident on Byron's Island for about sixteen 

months. On 12th August last, the English barque " Sutton," Captain Wilson, arrived 
there. I went off to her with Ferrier. Captain Wilson asked me if I could procure him 
s)me natives to make eocoannt-ojl for ten months on an island to the westward. He would 
not tell me what island, saying he did not wish to let every one know his business. 
promised to land Ferrier and myself, as well as six natives who came off in the canoe w He 

ith us, in three days' time, on the place from whence we came. We procured 15 natives from 
Byron's Island (not including my boat's crew). They were told that they were to go and 
make cocoanutojl on an island, and were to be brought back to Byron's Island in ten 
months. We went to Pirhoot, and got 16 or 17 men there in the same manner and upon 
the same promises From thence we went to Clarke's Island, where we got 13 or 14 men 
in a similar manner. All these men came on board willingly, upon hearing the terms of 
agreement. Ferrier and myself acted as interpreters, and translated what Captain Wilson 
and Captain Duwaine told us to say. I do not know what was Captain Dumaine's.busjness 
'on board, but he seemed to be much the same as the captain of the ship. On leaving 
Uark's Island, Captain Wilson tried to go back to Byron's Island, for the purpose, as he 
-said, of landing Ferrier, myself, and my boat's crew. He beat for two days against a strong 
'wind and a head current. Be then told me that he could not put me back on Byron's 

he 
Island, as the wind was against us, and said I had better come on with him. I asked where 
was going? FEe then said he was going first to look for some copper, of which he 

showed me samples, and that if he did not find any copper, he would go and make coeoanut. 
oil, as he had told me before. I persisted in asking to be put back on Byron's Island. The 
captain, however, bore away to west, Byron's Island being then to east of our position. 
The captain shortly after asked me to sign articles. I positively refused. I believe that 
Ferrier did sign articles one morning when he was half drunk. The captain, to my know-
ledge, had given Ferrier some drink on this occasion. All the natives, with the exception 
of my boat's crew, were induced to sign by touching the captain's pen, in a large hook. 
Captain Dumaine was then present. I do not know what they signed. I had been asleep, 
but woke up and came into the cabin in time to see the last eight or ten sign. I asked 
what they had been made to sign, and got an evasive answer. I then told my boat's crew 
not to sign, and they did not do so. The captain said if we did not all sign he might get 
into trouble in event of falling in with a man-of-war. Two of the natives became quite 
crazy when they found that they were being taken away altogether from their native 
country. They became violent, and it was found necessary to make them fast, None of 
the others were confined i any way, or ill-treated. There were quantities of arms in the 
c.ibin and state-room, about 30 or 40 loaded muskets, 2 swivels on the ship's quarters, and 
the crew had each man a cutlass. The captain said to me one day, "'I'here is a musket 
a-piece for you and Ferrier," pointing to two in the cabin. I told him I did not want 
them. There were plenty of axes in cases; also a case of muskets. There were cutlasses 
and pistols in the cabin. I do not know what they were for. We went to the Solomon's 
Group. Captain -Dumainc, the mate, a boat's crew, and some ten natives, landed and went 
to search for copper. They came off in the afternoon without any copper, saying that they 
had been afraid to go into the interior, as they had been surrounded by natives. We took 
on board 13 natives at this group. Some of these natives could speak a word or two of 

English 
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English; none of us could speak their language. The captain conversed with them by 
signs, and gave them pipes and tobacco. They appeared to embark willingly. Captain 
Dumaine spoke to them ; he appeared to understand a word or two of their tongue. We 

landed tbtwo crazy men-at this group, and sitedfOr Torres Struit 
The captain tried 

to purchase ponies at some of the islands in exchange for muskets, powder, &c., but could 
not succeed. When the captain was bargaining at Sabre Island with a man for ponies, he 
said he should want two men for each pony to take care of them ; he was answered, that 
one man was enough to take care of two ponies. The captain got one pony and a bullock ; 
that was all he got. He sailed for Mauritius, where he arrived in October last. He 
anchored outside for seven hours, and then went to Bourbon, where be landed all the 
natives except my boat's crew. He wanted to dispose of my boat's crew, but I told him I 
would get him hung if he did. When the doctor came off at Bourbon, I told him the 
circumstances under which the natives had been embarked. The captain told the doctor 
not to listen to me, as I was drunk. I heard that the natives were engaged for five years, 
and that the captain got £40 a-head for them. The ship was sold at Bourbon, and the 
crew paid off and sent up to Mauritius. I received £20. As soon as I landed here I went 
to the American Consul, and told him everything, lie gave me a letter to Mr. Slade. I 
went to Mr. Slade, and asked that I and my boat's crew might be sent back to Byron's 
Island, and that the captain might be made to pay me damages for having taken inc 
away. I said I wished to bring the matter before a magistrate. Mr. Slade told me, in the 
captain's presence, that the captain was willing to compromise the matter, and recommended 
me to accept a compromise, as law business was very uncertain, and I might be detained 
here by legal proceedings for a long time. The captain did not speak to me. The compro- 
misc offered was, that the board in this island of myself and boat's crew should be paid; 

that a passage should be found for,  us to Sydney, and from thence to Byron's Island ; that 

all our expenses at Sydney should be paid ; and that £6 should be paid me. Mr. Slade 
wrote out three or four documents that I refused to sign. He drew up a fourth one, which 
I signed. There were some blanks left in the paper which I signed. The draft of an 
agreement was read to me, which I agreed to. The copy which I produce, and which I 
signed, was never read to me. I signed it in presence of my consul. My boat's crew have 
been put on board the barque "Fernaud," to be taken to Sydney. This vessel has been 

* She is going to advertised to go to Singapore 'i'. I was told that my passage was paid on board the 
y ney.—W. H. M. "Fernand." I went on board this vessel yesterday, and the mate said he knew nothing 

about the matter. 

Christian Miller: (A Dane, late A.B. on the barqne " Sutton.") The barquc 
"Sutton" took natives as passengers from some islands of the Kingsnaill Group. Ferrier 
was interpreter, also the American, Meadows. I do not know what instructions were given 
to the interpreters by the captain, or Mr. Delmayne. I do not know what the int.erpretc'r 
told the natives. It was talked of amongst the crew that we were going to the westward 
to make cocoanut-oil, and that the natives were engaged to work there for ten months. I 
do not know whether the captain said anything of the kind. I never heard either him or 
Mr. Delmayne say so. The natives were well treated on board, and appeared happy and 
contented, as far as I could judge, not knowing their language. Two of them went mad 
during the voyage, and it was found necessary to make them fast. The captain landed them 
on two different islands. One of the islands was New Georgia. I do not recollect the 
name of the other island. I do not know that the natives signed any agreement. I very 
seldom went into the cabin, as my business was forward. I did not know until after I had 
arrived at Bourbon that Ferrier was borne on the ship's articles. I do not know when he 
signed the articles. I never heard that the captain was afraid of meeting with a ship of 
war. I do not think that the natives were taken away against their will. 

CHRISTIAN MILLER. 

John Thompson, late carpenter on board the " Sutton," was examined by me on 
board the "Blue Rock," a vessel now in the harbour, in which he was shipped as carpenter. 
He corroborates the foregoing statements in most of the particulars. He says that he 
managed to pick up some words of the language spoken by the natives, and that be is 
convinced that they did not know where they were being taken to. They said that they 
were to be taken back in twelve months. He believes that Ferrier knew perfectly well - 
where the men were to be taken to, but cannot say what he told them. The natives all—
with the exception of the boat's crew of the American, Meadows—signed in an emigration 
printed book, which was put on board on purpose. This man, at first, was not disposed to 
give any information unless he knew whether it was to be used for or against Captain 
Wilson. On my telling him that he would be summoned before a magistrate and compelled 
to state what he knew, he gave me the above information. 

Charles Willcie, late seaman on board the "Sutton," now on board the "Blue 
Rock," does not know what promises were held out to the natives, nor where the ship was 
going. He confirms the story told by the other witnesses in nearly every other particular. 

W. H. MARSH, 
Crown Solicitor. 

16 December, 1857. 

CABTEa 
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CIi.&aTxia PARTY. 

Sydney, 15 May, 1857. 
It is this day mutually agreed between Joseph Wilson, master of the ship "Sutton," 

of Sydney, burthen, per register, 282 tons, now lying in Sydney Cove, and Didier Numa 
Joubert,—That the said ship, being tight, staunch, and strong, and every way fitted for the 
voyage, shall with all convenient speed proceed to the South Sea Islands and there receive 
on board as many male and female immigrants as shall be engaged by Mr. John Delmayne, 
who proceeds in the said ship,cabin passenger, free of expenses. The number of immi-
grants not to exceed in all three hundred and seventy, not exceeding what she can reason-
ably stow and carry over and above her tackle, apparel, provisions, water, and furniture, 
and exclusive of the poop or cabins, which shall remain for the use and benefit of the 
captain and owners. The said Joseph Wilson to provide all necessary dunnage and ballast; 
and, being so loaded, shall therewith proceed to the Port of St. Denis, Island of Reunion, 
(Bourbon,) or so near thereto as she may safely get, and deliver the same, on being paid 
freight as follows :—The sum of three thousand pounds sterling per calendar month, from 
the first day of June, 1857, until the day of the deivery of the said immigrants at St. Denis. The said freight to be paid in cash, free of commission or interest, fifteen days 
after the delivery of the immigrants: (the act of God, the Queen's enemies, fire, and all 
and every other dangers and accidents of the seas, rivers, and navigation, of what nature 
and kind soever, during the said voyage, always excepted.) 

The freight to be paid on unloading and delivery of the cargo. 
The charterer to supply the provisions, water, and water casks, for the immigrants. 
In default of the freight being paid as above specified, demurrage beyond that time 

to be paid by the charterer eight pounds sterling per running day. 
Penalty for non-performance of this agreement, one thousand pounds sterling. 

POLICE No. 4, TRAVAILLEURS EMIGRANTS. 

St. Denis, 27 Octobre, 1856. 
MONSIEUR, 

En réponse a votre demande j'ai l'honncur de vous informer que l'Adminis-
tration vous autorise a tenter l'introductjou a Ia Reunion de Travailleurs recrutés dana 
les lies de l'Océan Pacifique. Vous ayes exposé que les résultats de cet essai n'etant 
pas asses assures pour que vous puissiez opérer des affrêtemens, vous desires avoir Ia 
faeulté d'effeetuer le premier ou les deux premiers voyages par navire etranger pris 
our les lieux. 

Cette autorisation vous eat également accordée, k charge par vous de vous entendre 
aveo M. le Consul de Prance a Sydney pour Ia régularisation de vos operations, et 
notamment pour le choix d'un déléqué dont Ia presence eat obligatoire. Les conditions 
fondamentales imposêes a I'Immigration par Ia Legislation qui régit Ia matiére sont, 
indépendamment de cette obligation de placer it bord un déléqué de l'Administration, 
que les travailleurs soient en état de liberté an lieu de rccrutement, qu'ils connaissent 
parfaitement les clauses des Contrats de Travail qu'ils mat appelés a souscrire, et qu'ils 
consentent pleinement b. les aceepter. 

L'Administration éerit en ce sens a M. Ic Consul, en Ic priant, dana l'intért 
de la Colonie, de vouloir bien faciliter par sea interventions Ia réussite de cette enter-
prise. 

Recevez Monsieur l'assurauce de ma consideration três distinguée. 

Le Directeur de I'lntérieur, 
ED. MANS. 

A MoNsIEm CHATEAj, 
a St. Denis. 

* 





395 

1858. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

METROPOLITAN POLICE. 
(RETURNS CONNECTED WITH.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assem.biy to be 1'inte(l, 13 April, 1858. 

TIlE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, transmitting Returns 

connected with the JJfetropolitan l'oUcc during the year 1857. 

Office of Inspector General of Police, 

Sydney, 27 March, 1858. 
SIR, 

I do myself the honor to transmit, for your information, the enclosed Ratui'ns, 

numbered from 1 to 7, in connection with the duties of the Police in the Metropolitan 
District (including the City of Sydney,) during the year 1857. 

As these Returns have for the first time been framed in accordance with the 

forms used by the Commissioners of the London Metropo1itan Police, in their Annual 

Returns submitted for the information of Parliament, there are no means of shewing com 

parativcly with previous years many of the particulars contained in those Returns. 

The Return No. 1 gives the number of persons of each sex taken into custody in 

each month during the year, chewing a total of 4,157 males and 3,049 females, or 7,206 
offenders of all classes; and this number, although apparently large, it is satisfactory to 

observe, is a decrease of 2,148 compared with 1856, the number of persons taken into 
custody in that year having amounted to 9,354. The number of persons charged with felony 
during the year 1857 shows an increase on 1856 of 20; but this increase is confined to one 

species of crime only, that of shoplifting, or stealing show goods, no less than 390 persons 
having been apprehended on this charge during the year; on other offences, exclusive of 

drunkenness, there is a decrease of 175, and the number of cases of drunkenness chews a 

satisfactory decrease of no less than 1,993. 

Although the number of persons taken into custody appears to be 7,206, it is 
proper to observe, that the actual number of offenders during the year was only 5,376; 
1,930 of the offences included in the former number having been repeatedly committed by 

the same individuals, viz., 810 twice, 417 three times, 293 four times, and 310 five, or 
more times; in the last number some female offenders are included, who have been 19 and 

19 times in custody for drunkenness, and crimes arising out of that offence during the year. 

Return No. 2 shews how the persons taken into custody have been disposed of. 
1,309, or about 18 per cent., have been discharged by the Magistrates; 202 committed for 
trial, and 5,605 summarily dealt with. 

Return No. 3, giving the ages of persons apprehended, chews that only 47 males 
and 26 females (about 1 per cent.) under 15 years of age, were taken into custody during 

the year, thereby presenting the pleasing fact that juvenile delinquency does not exist to 

any great extent, notwithstanding the number of unfortunate children that are permitted to 

roani about the City, unheeded and uncarcd for, by their parents. The prevalence of offences 

among the old and hardened female criminal population of the City, as already referred to, 

is further exemplified by this Return; the number of females taken into custody for 

drunkenness, obscene language, disorderly conduct., and vagrancy, being 2,599, whilst 1,977 

(or 72 per cent.) are shewn to have been committed by females above 30 years of age. 
*74_A 7. 
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It would appear, from Return No. 4, that of the persons taken into custody during 

the year about 45 per cent. had received no education, 49 per cent. an  imperfect education, 

and that 6 per cent. could read and write well. 

The sum of £8,569 5s. 6d. is stated, in Return No. 5, to be the final loss during 

the year on property reported to the Police as stolen; but this sum must not be taken as the 

actual value of the amount stolen as frequent cases have occurred in which burglaries, 

robberies, and thefts have been reported to the Police where it was subsequently ascertained 

beyond any doubt that no such offence had been committed, but that such reports were 

made for the purpose only of screening the loss of money or other property in some question-

able place, or by some means not desirable to be known. 

The number of persons taken into custody for other offenees than drunkenness and 

petty misdemeanors, during the year 1857, was 1,423, and Return No. 6 shews that this is a 

large increase on previous years,—the number of this class, in 1856, having been 802 only. 

It may, however, be observed by the same Return that the number of persons committed for 

trial was 202, against 224 in 1856, thereby shewing a decrease of 22 on that year; whilst 

the number summarily disposed of by the Magistrates amounts to no less than 738, or an 

increase of 481 on the year 1856. Of this increase, 226, as sliewn by Return No. 2, charged 

with the crime of stealing show goods, or shop-lifting, were summarily disposed of under the 

jurisdition given to Magistrates by the provisions of the Acts of Council 16 Vie. No. 6, 

and 19 Vie. No. 24; and, as this species of petty larceny has increased since the summary 

jurisdiction has been given to Magistrates to the amount of 40s., and is, in fact, becoming 

daily more prevalent, it is quite apparent that, so far from the punishments awarded sum-

marily for the commission of this offence having the effect of checking its repetition, they 

are of that slight nature, compared with the sentences formerly passed at the Courts of 

Quarter Sessions, that they have entirely a contrary tendency. 

Under the Police and other Acts, 515 informations have been filed by the Police 

during the year ; of this number there were 416 convictions, 72 dismissed, and 27 were 
withdrawn  on the nuisance, &c., being abated. 

In conclusion, it is considered necessary to remark, that in the number and des- S 

cription of persons taken into custody, as shewn by these Returns, seamen, apprehended for 

offences against the Merchant Seaman's and Shipping Acts, are not included, neither the 

offenders nor offeuces being considered as affecting the moral or social state of society within 

the City of Sydney. 

I have, &c., 

JOHN M'LERIE, 
TEE HOrORABLE Inspector General of Police. 

THE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, 

&c. &e, &c. 

No. 1. 



No. 1. 
PERSONS taken into CUSTODY by the SYDNEY POLICE. 

OFFENCE. in 
Total 
the Year January. February. March. 

K. F. 

1 

April. May. June. 

F. K. F. K. 

2 
F. 

July. 

M. I P. 

August. Sthm- 
October.! Nvern- 

Dccm- 

0lurder and Manslaughter .......... ............. 
M. P. 

6 
M. & F. M. 
18 

F. M. F. 

1 
M. 

1 
M. P. K. F. K. F. K. F. K. F. 

I.. 
.. 1 .. 1 . . . 

.. 
1 .. S 2 ...12 

2  .. 

........... 

Assau
Rape .............................................. 

Offences 
5 1 6 1 1 

1 .............. 

.. ................. 

2 1 .. • 
1 ........... 

. 1 1 

.. ............. lt with intent to commit a  Rape  ............ .... 
No. 1. Atten.pt to commit Suicide ........................ 
against the person< Presenting Firearms ................................ 

Assault on Police. .............................. 
277 
114 

83 
18 

60 25 
132 11 

4 
7 
28 12 
11 3 

28 11 
11 3 

25 
12 

1 J ............ 

5 20 4 11 
2 6 6 

6 
2 
21 6 
9 

14 I .. 
9 

27 
13 

3 15 6 
8 

34 
12 

6 
1 
28 
6 
20 

1Violent Assault 
23 
35 

3 
7 42 2 1 

1 ........................ 

1 .. 3 
. . 

.. 
. . 

2 .. 
., 

4 1 4 
.. 
1 

.. 
1 

Assault Common .................................. 
.. 

3 .. 

2 ...................... 

5 .. 1 
1 .......I 4 
1 7 .. 2 .. 1 2 4 .. 2 2 1 1 4 .. 3 

Attempting to rescue from Custody ......... ......... 
.................................. 

No. 2. (Burglary ...................................... 
Offences against property Assault and Robbery 

9 
23 

1 
4 27 

26 ............. 

1 
3 

4 
3 

1 

1 ................................ 

2 1 
committed with violence Stealing from a Shop, Store, or Unoccupied House . 270 120 390 18 

10 ........... 

9 

.............. 

16 18 20 8 
1 
13 

.......... ........... 
2 . 
10 20 9 22 

1 
14 

3 
36 12 

3 . . 
19 9 

. 4 
2.5 13 

3 
24 5 33 4 

3 
17 

1 
9 

.............................. 

Illor

Attempted 

1 ................ 

10 . . 10 3  . i 1 
Offences 

64 39 103 1 5 8 4 3 1 4 3 8 3 7 2 5 4 . S 2 3 3 6 4 3 6 . 8 2 72 59 131 9 5 10 8 6 6 6 5 8 7 3 3 3 6 3 5 10 6 8 2 2 4 4 2 

se and Cattle Stealing .......................... 
No. 3. I Stealing from a Dwelling .......................... 

lence 
22 .. 22 4 2 6 1 2 

against property j Stealing from the person ......... ................. 

1 1 2 1 

committed without vjo_< Embezzlement ................................... 
Fraud ............................................ ................[Receiving 

20 53 73 1 2 3 8 3 9 3 3 ., 2 3 3 0 1 4 1 4 
.. 

1 4 .. 3 2 7 Stolen Property ........................ 3 1 

R o b b er y wit h Vi ol e n c e .............................................. 

3 1 

Unlawful possession of Goods ..................... 

No. 4 
Malicious Offences against 

... 

3 2 
\Vilfa1 Damage 

property .............. 12 22 34 1 10 2 1 3 2 2 1 

3 ....................... 

1 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 
5 .. 5 1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 
No. 5. 

(Illegally on Premises ................................. 

9 2 11 4 1 

4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

........................... 

. 1 .. 2 
Forgery ................ Forgery ........................................... 

2213 1799 4012 146 153 108 128 189 164 187 177 :221 139 200 141 

I .................. 

204 169 199 165 229 160 

1 ............... 

180 109 175 153 175 141 I Using Obscene 286 233 519 14 27 16 8 16 25 22 25 31 28 23 15 29 20 27 16 36 9 27 17 22 24 23 19 

rDrunkennes .....................................

Disorderly 322 223 545 16 14 15 5 20 24 22 20 39 26 37 7 45 35 21 19 27 19 23 16 36 17 21 2 

language .......................... 

eluded in the Prisoners illegally at large ........................ above 
235 
11 
344 
1 
579 19 
12 

23 22 36 20 dl 
1 1 

20 14 . 24 32 13 21 14 20 21 25 
2 

15 
3 
29 

. 
21 30 21 36 25 27 

N 6 Conduct .............................. 

8 2 10 2 1 
............ .. 

1 
................ 

2 . 2 
2 1 2 

1 

Other Offences not in- Vagrancy ....................................... 
.. 

10 .. 10 3 2 
. ................ 

1 1 
1 ...... 

3 
classes Cruelty to Animals ................................ 

Furious Driving ................................. 
Indecent Exposure of Person .......... ........... 37 15 52 3 2 5 2 1 1  1 5 2 

............... 
5 1 9 2 2 3 

........
1 1 2 4 ... 

17 .. 17 3 

.......... 
. . . . . . .  

I 3 2 

..........

2 4 1 Deserting from Lawful Service ...................... 
25 12 37 2 3 1 

....... 
3 2 

I ........ 
2 2 1 2 2 2 4 

.. 
2 .. 3 

.. 
2 2 2 Protection ........................................ 

4l573049 260 235 j346 391 283 '(206 282 26G 
329  1275  404 249 345 215 343 249 421 252 

334 199H 



N. 2. 

RESULT of MAG1srER1Ar INQUIRY. 

OFFENCE. TAIt EN INTO 
DISCHARGED SUMMARILY 

. Z  

r 18 12 .... 6 
1 1 
2 .... .. .. 2 

No. 1 

Murder and Manslaughter ............................ 

Assault with intent to commit a Rape ...................... 
6 1 5 

Offences against the Person............. < 
Attempt to commit Suicide ............................ 

1 .. .. . .. 
360 128 212 20 
132 22 lOS 2 
26 2 24 

l_ 42 12 22 8 

10 1 4 
Offences against Property, committed with colenee 

Violent Assault • ................................ 

27 
390 

ii 
120 

11 
226 

5 
44 

R a p e..................................... 

.... .... .. 

O. O r 

Presenting Fire Arms .............................. 
Assault Common ................................ 
Assault on Police ................................ 

Stealing from a Shop, Store, or unoccupied House ................. 

Horse and Cattle Stealing ............................ 10 6 4 
Offences against Property, committed without 

Attempting to rescue from Custody ........................ 

Burglary .................................... 

103 
131 

31 
74 

48 
22 

24 
35 \ iolcnc ................. 

.. < 

Assault and Robbery .............................. 

22 4 2 16 
2 2 
73 . 31 . 25 17 

IS 

Attempted Robbery with Violence ........................ 

Fra u d...................................... 

4 1 .. .. 3 

No. 4 

Stealing from a Dwellin' ............................ 
Stealing from the Person ............................ 
E mbezzle ment .................................. 

Receiving Stolen Property ............................ 

3 1 .. .. 2 
Malicious Offences against Property ......... 

Unlawful Possession of Goods .......................... 

Ars o n ...................................... 
34 12 22 
5 3 . 2 

No. 5. 

Wilful Da mage................................. 
I11eally on Premises ............................. 

Forgery ...................... ii 2 .... 9 

4,012 412 3,600 
519 43 476 

Forgery .................................... 

545 112 403 . . 
579 187 392 

Other Offences not included in the above classes .. 

Drunkenness .................................. 

12 
10 

. . . 
2 

12 
8 ....  

Using Obscene Language ............................ 
Disorderly Conduct ............................... 

10 1 9 

Vagrancy ................................. 
Prisoners i11e'ally at large ............................ 

.52 21 31 

Cruelty to Ani mals ................................ 
Furious Driving ................................ 

17 6 11 . 
1 

Indecent Exposure of Person .......................... 
Deserting from Lawful Service ......................... 

37 14 23 Protection .................................... 

7,206 1,309 .5,695 202 



TOTAL in the .Uiider 15 15 Years and 20 
il  under 20. under 

and 50 and 40 and 50 Years 
OFFE'7CF Year 1857. Years of Age. .under 40. under 50. and upwards. 

Al. F. M, F. Si. F. Al. Al. F. 51. & F. F. M. F. 51. F. 

12 6 18 .. .. 2 . 3 6 2 .. 4 1 1 .. 1 ..  .. .. .. .. .. 1 .. 
.. I Murder and Manslaughter............... 

Assault with intent to commit a Rape 2 . . 2 .. .. 1 . . .. . . 1 
Rape.......................... 

5 1 6 ..  .. .. .. .5 
. . . . 

Offences against the Person .......... Presenting 1'ire Arms ............. 1 1 
.. . .. .. .. .. 

No. 1. Attempt to commit Suicide ................ 

Assault, Common ................. 
.. 

277 83 360 
.. 
1 
.. .. .. .. 
. . 16 4 92 

.. 
28 90 

.. 
36 

. 
51 15 27 

..... 

114 18 132 .. .. 13 .. 51 8 36 10 11 3 Assault on Police ............... 
Attempting to rescue from Custody .......... 23 3 26 .. . . 2 .. 10 2 9 1 2 

.. 
35 7 42 .. . 2 .. 8 3 14 2 7 

.. 
2 

. 
4 1 Violent Assault ................. 

9 1 10 .. . . 1 .. 4 . 4 .. I 
No. 2 Burglary ....................... 

Offences against Property committed with Vio- Assault and Robbery ............... 23 4 27 . . 4 f 1 10 2 8 
.. 
1 1 lence ....................Stealing from a Shop, Store, or unoccupied House 270 120 390 15 

.. 
6 22 I 13 65 22 48 

.. 
43 71 .. .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . 23 49 13 Attempted Robbery with Violence ........... 

10 .. 10 . . 4 .. .. . 6 I Horse and Cattle Stealing .............. 
64 39 103 2 1 1 4 1 21 

.. 
8 13 

.. 
8 
.. 
15 

. 
it 6 10 No Stealing from a Dwelling .............. 

Offences against Property comttecl without Stealing irom the Person ru 
Violence Embezzj ement 

69 1 3 2 13 19 1 17 1 7 1  
1 raud 1 1 2 1 1 

20 53 73 2 2 1 1 9 5 13 5 10 5 16 2 3 Unlawful Possession of Goods ........... 
3 1 4 1 .0 I.. Receiving Stolen Property............... 

No. 4 Arson ......................... 3 ,. 3 .. 

......... 

.. . .. 2 1 
.1222 34 . 7 2 4 

.. 
11 

.. 

5 . . 5 
. . 

2 .. .. 
. . 
2 

9 1 . .  . 
Malicious OC.nces against Property ....... Wilful Damage..................... 

I llegally on Premises ............... No. 5. . . . . .. .. .. 
9 2 11 . . . . . 4 . . 3 2 2 . . . 

Forgery ................... Forgery........................ 

I Drunkenness ................... 
Using Obscene Language 

2 ,213 17,99 
286 233 

4,012 
519 

.. 
1 
.. 29 631 320 706 618 459 524 310 308 

............... 322 223 545 7 
. . 26 74 
. . 35 20 99 

52 
79 

62 
115 

8.3 
66 

75 
39 

49 
50 

48 
27 

34 
8 

Disorderly Conduct.. 
............ 

235 344 579 15 15 33 35 37 67 55 82 44 99 51 56 No 6 Vagrancy ..................... 
11 1 12 . . .. . . . . . 3 . . 6 1 2 . Other Offences not included in the above classes Prisoners illegally at large ............... 
8 2 10 . .. .. .. 6 . . 2 .. 

. . 
2 Cruelty to Animals ...................

Indecent 
10 . . 10 .. .. 2 .. 3 . . 5 . . 

.. 

. .. . Furious Driving ................... 
Exposure of Person ............. 37 15 52 . . . 2. . . I 1.5 8 8 5 1 9 . 3 2 DescrtingfromLawfulService ............ 17 . 17 .. .. 3 . 12j .. 2 .. .. 

. 

L Irotecti 25 an ...........'. .............. .12 37 
. 

4 .. 8 16 . 9 

4157 13,049 47 201242 146 1,206 7006 647 1296 994 824 800 542 436 

4 

9 

No. 3. 

TABLE showing the AGE and Snx of the Prisoners taken into Custody by the Sydney Police, during the year 1857. 



-No. 4..  

TABLE showing the deiee of I1tucrToN of the Persons taken into Custody in 1857. 

TOTAL IN THE NEITHER READ 
READ ONLY, OR 
READ AND Wasre READ AND \Veuva SUPERIOR 

INSTItUCIION. 
OFFENCE. YEAR 1857. NoR WRITE. WELL 

Male. Female. Male. Female. 
Male and 
Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. \'alc. Female. 

12 6 18 2 2 9 4 i 
I 1 

2 
.. 
.. 

I 
2 

.. 
1 

.. 

.. 
.. 
I 

.. 
.. 
2 i : 1 .. 2 1 

1 
277 

.. 
83 

1 
360 

.. 
68 

.. 
43 

1 
194 

. . 
3 25 5 

Assault on Police 114 18 132 24 14 82 4 8 .. 

[Violent 
23 3 26 4 1 17 2 2 

3 1 3.5 7 42 6 2 26 4 

9 
23 

1 
4 

10 
27 

2 
4 

1 
1 

6 
19 

.. 
3 

1 
. . 

.. 

270 120 300 87 98 180 22 3 

..  ..  .. .. . . . . .. . .. 

f Murder and Manslaughter ......................... Rape................................... 

10 
64 

.. 
39 

10 
03 

3 
35 

.. 
27 

7 
25 

.. 
Il 

.. 
4 1 

Assault with intent to commit a Rape..................... 
No. I. Attempting to Commit Suicide ........................... 

Offences agaiisst the Presenting Fire Arms ........................... 

72 59 131 18 36 49 23 5 
3 

person ......Assault, Common ............................ 
............................ 

Offencesa 1nst ro- 22 .. 22 2 .. 9 .. 8 
1 

.. 

Attempting to rescue from Custody .................... 
Assault............................... 

perty, omini ted rau 1 1 2 .. 1 

No. 2. Burglary ................................. 

lReceivin 
20 53 73 7 45 8 4 .. 

Offences against pro- Assault and Robbery ........................... 
perty, Committed Stealing from a Shop, Store, or unoccupied House ............... 
with Violence .. Attempted Robbery With Violence ...................... 

3 1 4 1 . . 2 1 .. 

(Horse and Cattle Stealing ......................... 
N I Stealing from a Dwelling , ........................ 

I Stealing from the Person .......................... mh1zzlemcnt ............................... 

No. 4. 
fillegally 

3 
12  

.. 
22 

3 
34 

2 
6 . 

.. 
21 

1 
3 

.. 
1 

.. 
3 
1 

. . . . . .... without Violence.Unlawful possession of Goods ........................ 
g Stolen Property ........................... 

5 . . 5 1 .. 3 . . 
rson ............... ...................... 

Malicious Offences Vilful Damage................................ 
against Property.. on Premises ............................. 

No. 6. 
9  2 11 .. 1 9 1 .. .. Forgery ......Forgery .................................... 

2,213 1,799 4,012 667 1,191 1,478 552 
81 

168 
49 

56 
22 286  

322 
233 
223 

519 
645 

96 
137 

130 
160 

143 
161 .62 24 1 

Drunkenness ............................. 

235 344 579 86 255 133 87 16 2 

Using Obscene Language ....................... 
Disorderly Conduct ............................ 

No. 6. Vagrancy .............................. 
11  1 12 . . 1 11 . . .. .. Other Offences not Prisoners illegally at large ....................... 

included in the Cruelty to Animals ........................... 8 2 10 . 4 
2 

1 4 
8 

1 .. 
.. above Classes .. Furious Driving ........................... 10 

37 
.. 
15 

10 
52 11 

.. 
9 25 

.. 
6 . 1 Indecent Exposure of Person ..................... 

17 8 7 2 
I Deserting from Lawful Service .................... I 17 . 

4 
.. 
4 17 

. 1 LProtcction..........................•. .. 25 12 37 - 

4,157 S,049 7,206 1,179 2,043 2,639 917 336 89 3 
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METROPOLITAN POLICE RETURNS. . 

No. 5. 

RETURN of Property reported as Stolen during the year 1857, within the Metropolitan 
Police District, under each head, viz. :—First Amount of Loss; Amount recovered by 
Police; Potal Loss. 

AMOUNT OF LOSS. 

MONTh. 

PIRST LOSS. PINAL LOSS. AMODNT RECOVERED. 

£ s. d. £ a. d. £ s. d. 

January .......... 
February ............ 
March............. 

974 
784 
1,005 

12 3 
9 9 
10 9 

119 4 7 
68 6 6 
72 16 3 

855 
716 
932 

7 
3 
14 

8 
3 
6 

April ............. 558 6 6 62 .19 10 495 6 8 
May .............. 416 3 8* 213 8 6j 202 15 2 
J u ne............. 6 7 2 4 0 1 69 10 3 602 13 9 
July ............. 2133 

. 
19 3 122 12 0 2,011 7 3 

Septe mber ........... 
1,191 
449 

5 5 
17 9 

82 14 8 
33 4 8 

1,103 
. 416 

10 
13 

9 
1 

August ........... 

October ........... 614 0 1 156 6 4 457 13 9 
Nove mber .......... 
December ........... 

613 
625 

S 9 
0 7 

84 0 7 
384 .9 1 

529 
240 

8 
11 

2 
6 

10,038 18 9* - 8,56956 1,469 13 3* 

No. 6. 

COMPARATIVE Statements from the Year 1851 to 1857 inclusive. 

- 
I PROPERTY REPORTED As STOLEN. BE 

Taken into  
EAR. Custody. ,c. 

Amount C) First Loss. Recovered. Final Loss. 

£ a. d. £• s. d. £ a. d. 
18.51 736 386 I 350 41136 15 1Ij 1,227 15 3*  2,909 0 8 
1852 662 351 18 293  6,804 4 5*  2,120 14 10* 4,683 9 7* 
1853 858 441 80 337 10,655 17 11* 1,635 8 10* 9,020 9 1 
1854 857 427 68 362 12,582 16 5*  4,310 17 5* 8,271 19 0 
1855 957 466 149 342 10,181 0 It 8,850 7 4 1,33012 91 
1856 802 321 257 224 8,514 12 4j 2,879 16 1 5,634 16 3* 
1857 1,423 483 738 1 202 10,038 18 9*  1,469 13 3* 8,569 5 6 

No. 7. 

NUMBER of Informations filed by the Sydney Police during the Year 1857. 

I WIrITDRAWN 
£N NuISANCE. 

CoNvIcTED. DISMISSED. BEI:u TOTAL. 
AflATED OR 
OThERWISE. 

234 197 37 
105 22 .. .. 127 
17 ' .... 3 20 
76 13 .. .. 89 
21 •. ,. 24 45 

OFFENCE. 

Breach of Police Act 
Do. Licensed Victuallers' do...... 
Do. Deserted Wives' and Children's do. 
Do. Vagrants' do............. 
Keeping a Common Brothel ........ 
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1858. 

11ilatIe awillbiv. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

POLICE GUARD FOR COCKATOO ISLAND. 
(PROPOSED STRENGTH AND COST OF.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 13 April, 1858. 

W. DENISON, Message 1Vo. 4. 

Governor General. 

The withdrawal from the Colony of a large portion of the Troops, will render 

it impossible to furnish a Military Guard for the Penal Establishment at Cockatoo Island, 

and it becomes necessary, in consequence, to provide immediately for this Service by a 

reorganization of the Police Force. 

The annual expense to the Colony of the present Military Guard and Police at 

Cockatoo Island is £3,698 14s.; and that of the Police Force proposed to be substituted is 

estimated at £4,6 t5 13s. 9d., as expIined by the accompanying statement; and the Governor 

Oeneral invites the Legislative Assembly to make provision for the additional sum of 

£916 19s. 9d., which will be required to carry this arrangement into effect. 

Government house, 

Sydney, 13th April, 1858. 

I. - 



PROPOSED STRENGTH OF POLICE GUARD. 

TOTAL. 
.nspectoiIi.geants ACnc 

51 

1 2 30 

lj 2:,.• 
' 30 

16 11 
Metropolitan Police 

67 TOTAL PERSONS ........ 

COCKATOO ISLAND. 

PRESENT STRENGTH OF POLICE AND MILITARY GUARD. 

Subaltern.  

Military Guard ...... ........... ............ ...1 1 4 45 
Pojjoe Force, including Visitors' Boat's ) 1 1 14 Crew ...................................5 Inspector Constables'  

TOTAL PERSONS 2 2 4 59 

TOTAL. 

33 

33 

COMPARATIVE COST OF THE PRESENT AND PROPOSED ARRANGEMENTS 

PRES ENT. 
PROPOSED. 

Allowance . eii 1, C 9 1 us.; UoIonial Allowance to Military :-50 - 
Men, at Gd. each, £456 5s.; Rations, Fuel, and Light for 51 - . 

Pay of Inspector, 2 Sergeants, and 30 Constables persons, £994 Os. 9d...................................................1,541 10 

Rations, Fuel, and Light for 1 Inspector, I Sergeant, and 14 Police; 
£359 12s. Gd.; Clothing, £70 Zs.; Pay of Inspector, Sergeant, 
and 14 Constables, £1,727 3s. 9€l. ...................... ........... ......... ...2.,157 3 3 

£ ;89S14 0 

qffice of Inapetor General of Police, 
Sydney, 13 April, 1858. 

3,761 0 5 

£4315139 

JOHN M'LERIE, 
L.specioi. Ge,. cial of Police. 

Rations, Fuel, and Light, £678 lOs. ; Clothing, £176 3s. 4d .............854 13 4 



1858. 

eIattbe nth. 

NE W S OTJTJI W ALES 

NATIVE POLICE. 
(RETURN FROi G3VERNMENT RESIDENT, MORETON BAY, RELATIVE TO.) 

Oidered by the Legislative Assenibly to be Printed, 13 July, 1858. 1 

THE GOVERNMENT RESIDENT, MORETON BAY, to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. - 

Govern inent Re.siclent'.g Office, 

Brisbane, 8 July, 1858. 

I do myself the honor to forward to you a Return of the expense of the 
Native Police Force, for the quarter ending 3lst March, 1858; also, the estimated expens es 
of the quarter ending 30th June, shewing a probable saving on a moiety of the vote for 
the expenses of the Force for 1858 of about £1,000. 

'2. I also enclose a Return shewing the strength and distribution of the Force on 
the 17th of last thonth. 

I have, &c., 

JNO. C. WIOKIIAM, 
THE HONORABLE 

Government Resident. 
THE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY. 

I 
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RETURN of EXPFNDITURE of the NATIu MOUNTED Poucil ColtPS, 
for the Quarter commencing 1 January, and ending 31. March, 1858, with probable Expediturc fur the 

Quarter ending June, 1858. 

Medical 
Provisions. Clothing. Accoutrements. Farriery. 

Expenses. 

Repairs to Incidental 
Aunnunition. 

Saddlery. Expenses. 
ToTAL. REMARKS. 

1,449 11 8 563 11 51 723 19 8 718 18 2 5 8 0 12 :18 9 189 15 4 47 6 8 3711 9 8 
ç lncluding Clothing for the year, and Accoutre- 
inents to complete. - 

FOR QUARTER ENDING JUNE. 

1,708 3 0 591 10 0 10 0 0 20 0 0 10 0 0 150 0 0 50 0 0 2539 13 0- 

6,251 2 8 

Estimated in accordance with the strength. No 
Returns yet received. 

- 

3,15714 8 1,155 1 6 72319 8 71818 2 15 8 0 20 0 0 2218 9 33915 4 97 6 8 

W. B. HAMYWN, 

Secretary, Native Mount-ed Police Corps. 

This Return shews a probable saving of about £1,000 en the vote for Native Police purposes, for the half-year ending 30 June, 1858. 
JNO. C. WICKHAM, 

Government Resident. 



NATIVE POLICE. 3 

RETURN SHWING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE NATIVE POLICE FORCE 
ON THE 17ru JUNE, 1858. 

I . NUMBER 

DISTRICr. NAMES OF OppicEcts. DIVISION, 4 OF 
- TRoorElts. 

Licut. Murray, Commanding .................. 
Second-Lieut. Murray ....... ............... .1st S 

Upper Dawsoi .............. SecondLieut. Phibba ....................... 2nd 6 
Second-Lieut. Morehead ........ ......... .. 3rd 8 

I 
Leichhardt .................. 

1st 
t 

6 
6 

Port Curtis ....... ......... 

Second-Lieut. Carr, at Banana ............... 
Second-Lieut. Wheeler, at the Fitz Roy ........ 

1st 5 

Maranoa and Condaminc 

Second-Lieut. Powell ....................... 

Second-Lieut. Walker, at Wandai Gumbal 3rd 7 

Balonne ....  A.11nian ...................... 3rd 4 

Clarence and M'Leay ......... Second-Lieut. Dempster ..................... 4th 10 

. 

Lieut. Bli"h ............................... 2nd 
Burnett and \\ide  By .... 1st 10 

Meton Bay .... . .......... 

Second-Lieut. Swete.......................... 

.Second-Lieut. Williams .. ................. 5th 7 

77 

-JNO. C. WICKLIAM, 
Goycrnment Rerdont. 

V - 

H 

. 1! 

4.. - 
1121  

4- 

4- 

. 

V 

-. [ 

4. 

V- 

I-. 
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1858. 

?UiøIati3c 200embIr. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

NATIVE POLICE. 
(LETTER OF CPTAI.N WIOKIIAM, IN REFERENCE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 27 July, 1858. 

THE GOVERNMENT RESIDENT, MORETON BAY, to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Government Resident's Office, 

SIR, 
Brisbane, 21 July, 1858. 

I do myself the honor to inform you that fifteen recruits, from the southerr 

part of New England, reached this place yesterday, on their way to Wide Bay, for the pur-

pose of being added to the Leichhardt and Port Curtis division of the Native Police. 

2. They are strong young men, and appear most anxious for employment In the 

Force. This augmentation raises the number of Troopers to 92, and I hope that before 

long the full number will be completed by recruits from the Namoi, or some other southern 

district. 

I have, &c., 

J. C. WICKHAM, 

Tn S IJONORABLE Government Resident. 
THE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY. 

4C.3— 
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Lit1t, 

NEW SOTJTJ1 WALES. 

NATJyi POLICE FORCE.. 
RELATIVE TO IiECIflTJI'S Foil.) 

Ordered by the Legislative As.icmbly to be Printed, 24 Awjust, 1858. 

SCHEDULE. 
No. 

The Under Secretary to the Government Resident, Moreton Bay, respecting Recruits for PACE. 

the Native Police being procured from the Namoi District. 30th June, ISSS ............
1  

The Government Resident to the Colonial Secretary, in reply. 7 July, 18.58 ..............2 
The Government Resident to the Colonial Secretary, fo2 warding Rcport from the Cern- 

Inandant, detailing proceedings of the Native Police Force in the Lcichhardt District. 
19 August, 1853 .....................................................................

5  

459—A 



NATIVE POLICE FOROE 

No. I. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE GOVERNMENT RESIDENT, MORETON BAY. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Sydney, 30 June, 1858. 

SIR, 
I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 15th instant, No. 229, reporting the proceedings of Lieutenant Murray, in 
command of the let Division of Native Police, in the Leichhardt District. 

In this Report it is stated that Second Lieutenant Wheeler having been directed 
to join Lieutenant Murray, was unable to do so in consequence of the desertion of all the 
troopers of his detachment, who, it appears, were recruits obtained about three months 
since from the Clarence District; and also that much difficulty is experienced in procuring 
natives for the service, and to complete the Force to its full strength. 

The Colonial Secretary desires me in reply to express his deep regret in receiving 
this report of the wholesale desertion in the corps, and to state, that a Select Committee 
having been appointed by the Legislative Assembly on the subject of the Native Police, an 
opinion has been expressed by a witness, at whose examination Mr. Cowper was present, 
that no difficulty would be experienced in obtaining a sufficient number of recruits in the 
Namoi District, and that they would not be so likely to desert. The gentleman who 
expressed this opinion being an experienced settler, it is the wish of the Colonial Secretary 
that you should direct the attention of the Commandant to this suggestion, as, if it can be 

ide an immediate remedy for what has been supposed to 
tarried out, it would appear to prov  
be the greatest drawback to the efficiency of the Native Police. Mr. Cowper is indeed 
surprised that Mr. Morisset has not long before taken this course in recruiting his Force. 

I have, &c., 
W. ELYARD. 

THE GOVERNMENT RESIDENT,  
MORETON BAY. 

No. 2. 
THE GOVERNMENT RESIDENT, MORETON BAY, to THE COLONIAL SEcRETARY. 

Government Resident's Office, 
Brisbane, 7th July, 1858. 

Sm, I do myself the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th 
ultimo, and in reference to the third paragraph, on the subject of raising recruits for the 
Native Police Force, I beg to enclose copies of correspondence with the Commandant, to 
abew that, in consequence of the desertion of the troopers recruited in the Clarence Dis-
tricts, that officer had suggested the propriety of a recruiting party to the south country, 
and which has only been waiting a satisfactory arrangement and distribution of the Force to 

be carried into effect. 
2. I trust that you will exonerate Mr. Morisset from any blame in not having 

endeavoured to procure recruits from that part of the Colony, as the delay in doing so is 
solely in consequence of my disapproving of the arrangements proposed by him in the forma- 
tion of a recruiting party, objections which appeared to me to be reasonable, when, con-
idering the evident disposition shewn by the blacks to drive the white men from the 

northern parts of the country, aided, as they are, by the broken and almost impenetrable 
nature of a portion of the Leichhardt District, circumstances calling for the greatest exertions 
n the part of the Native Police officers, and involving duties which can only be carried 

out by men of energy and experience. 
3. On receipt of the Commandant's letter of the 17th ultimo, (enclosed), in which 

are shewn his arrangements for the protection of the northern frontier, and which appear 
to me to be as complete as the present strength of the Force will admit, I have addressed a 
eommunicatiofl to him, requesting that he will, as soon as possible, take such steps as may 

appear 
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appear to be the most desirable for the formation of a recruiting party to the Namoi Dis-

trict, where, as' pointed out in your letter, there will be no difficulty in procuring the 

requisite number of recruits. 
No doubt this service will be attended with considerable expense, but, from 

the tenor of your communication, .1 do not anticipate any objection on the part of the 

Government to make a reasonable allowance to the officers employed, and which, I think, 

can be met by the savings from the vote of the Assembly, in consequence of the incomplete 

state of the Force. 
In the meantime I venture to suggest that the Magistrates in the Namoi District 

might be requested to aid the Native Police officers in accomplishing the service which they 

are sent to perform. 
I have suggested to the Commandant that, in the event of his not being able to 

procure the requisite number of recruits in the Namoi District, he should use his own dis- 

cretion in endeavouring to procure them elsewhere. 
I have, &e., 

THE HONORABLE 
JNO. C. WICKIIAM, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 
Government Resident. 

[Enclosure i in No. 2.1 
Cooper's Plains, 14 May, 1858. 

Sir, 
I do myself the honor to report the desertion of twelve troopers from the 

Fits Roy detachment, under the command of Second Lieutenant Wheeler; I have not yet 
received any official intimation of the fact from Lieutenant Murray, but from the source 
through which the intelligence reached me, I regret to say there cannot be a doubt as to its 

correctness. 
These were some of the recruits lately brought by me from the Clarence, and being 

such a distance from their own country, I had hoped no such desertions would have 
occurred; but from this I am now convinced that it is almost useless attempting to re-organize 
this Force with any but men from the south country. 

It is more than probable that when these men's comrades, who were enlisted at the 
same time, hear of their desertion, will follow their example. I therefore most respectfully 
and urgently recommend that 1 am allowed to proceed without delay to the south country, 
where, notwithstanding Mr. Commissioner Cole's unfavorable report as to the chance of 
obtaining men there, I believe, from information I have since received from gentlemen inti- 
mately acquainted with that part of the Colony, that I should be successful in getting the 
number required, of really good men. 

Should this step be deemed advisable by the Government—and I think it is the only 
course that can be pursued—I should propose taking with me Lieutenant Bligh, a sergeant, 
and one of the Murray men, who has been with me now for nearly six years, and who, of 
course, can speak the language of the blacks there, and, having obtained the number required, 
return with them to this place by water. 

1 am also under the necessity of requesting that, whilst engaged on such service 
our expenses may be defrayed by Government; my salary, I beg leave to state, is totally 
inadequate to meet the expenses of travelling, and particularly on an expedition of the kind 
I now propose, when living at hotels will be for the most part necessary, and various other 
incidental expenses will arise, such as the purchase of horses, &c., which latter item even 
now exhausts the greater part of my income. 

I beg leave to suggest that the expenses of the recruiting expedition might be defrayed 
from the unexpended balance of the amount voted for the Native Police for the year 1857, 
and there will be a further saving in this year's expenditure. 

During my absence Lieutenant Murray would take command of the force stationed 
in the Northern Districts; I would place the few men left here, with Second Lieutenant 
Swete, under the direction and control of Mr. Commissioner Halloran, who has consented to 
act for me; and the 13risbane and Clarence and McLeay detachments might be under your 

own immediate supervision. 
I do not think I could manage with a smaller party than that I propose taking with 

me, as we should very likely have to travel some distance inland, and at first have much 
trouble with so large a body of raw recruits. 

I earnestly hope this proposition may be favorably received by the Government, for 
nothing gives the blacks in the Northern Districts greater confidence in themselves than 
witnessing the frequent desertions from our Force, which I am certain, will be prevented by 
obtaining men from the south country and bringing them here by water. 

As I hope to receive a reply from you at your earliest convenience I shall not visit 
the Dawson as I had intended, but proceed to Port Curtis, where I believe Mr. Murray is, 
and having arranged matters with him, will (should my proposal be acceded to) start at once 
for Brisbane, where my plans can be finally determined on. 

I have, &c., 
E. V. MORISSET, 

The Government Resident, 
Commdt. Native Police. 

Moreton Bay.  
LEnclosure 
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[Enclosure 2 in No. 2.] 

Govern ?nen t Resident's U/flee, 

SIR, 
B isbane, 5 June, 1858. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th 
nitimo, on the subject of desertion from the Native Police Force, and recommending that 
you be authorized to proceed without delay to procure recruits in the south country. 

I fully concur in your opinion, that it is next to useless to attempt to reorganize 
the Force with any but men from the southern part of the Colony, although I cannot quite 
agree with you in the arrangement you propose for recruiting. 

The present very unsettled state of the Leichhardt District requires the presence 
of experienced officers in that locality, therefore I am of opinion that Mr. BlieIi,f r a 1ime 
should be stationed on the Upper Dawson, and that as many troopers as can be spared 
should be placed at his disposal. It appears to me that unless some decided check is given 
to the blacks in that vicinity, we may shortly expect to hear of fresh outrages. 

I think that any officer might be bett.er  spared than Mr. Bligh at present, and I 
am also of opinion that it would not be prudent for you to undertake a service which would 
naturally take you away from the immediate field of your duties for so long a time. 

Mr. Bligh, I should think, might safely be sent in charge of the recruiting 
service, with a junior officer and such others as you may think necessary, but even in that 
case it appears to me that you should be at hand to direct the movements of the Force, 
especially in the Leichhardt District. 

I have not yet brought the subject of your letter before the consideration of the 
Government, but in the meantime I think that the sooner an officer can be dcspatehed on 
recruiting service the better, and I will apply to the Government that all reasonable 
expenses should be allowed. 

With reference to the 7th paragraph of your letter, I do not think that the 
arrangement therein suggested will be necessary; and, moreover, I see an objection to any 
others than the officers immediately connectedwith the Force having any control over any 
portion of it. As either arrangement will take Lieut. Bligh from Wide Bay, I would suggest 
the propriety of placing another officer in that district, as I do not think that Licut. Swete 
should be in command of a division, especially as his appointment has not yet been confirmed 
by the Government. 

I have offered the above suggestions for your consideration ; at the same time I 
fully enter into your plan of procuring recruits from the south country, but sec the great 
necessity which at present exists that the Force on the Upper Dawson should be made as 
efficient as possible, with a view to check the outrages which the blacks appear determined 
to continue, and which have the appearance of an organized system of exterminating the 
white population. 

I have, &c., 
J. C. WICKHAM, 

The Commandant Govern went Resident. 
of Native Police. 

[Enclosure 3 in No. 2.] 

Sir, 
Cooper's Plains, 17 June, 1858. 

- I do myself the honor to acknowledge the roceipt of your letter of the 5th 
instant, and regret to find you do not coincide with the suggestions I offered for the con-
sideration of the Government in my letters to you of the 16th ultimo, inasmuch as my 
opinion still is- 

1st, That none but the south country men will be thoroughly efficient; 2nd, That 
only officers of experience should be sent to obtain such recruits; and, 3rdly, 
That no officers could be so well spared, at the present time, as myself and Mr. 
Bligh. 

I will endeavour to point out to you more fully my reasons for arriving at the above 
conclusions, that the Government may have all the requisite information in deciding on the 
necessity for the expedition. 

I observe by the second paragraph of your letter that you fully agree with me with 
regard to the necessity of obtaining recruits from the southern part of the Colony; but to 
procure a number of recruits, and to keep them together during the whole journey from the 
interior to Adelaide, and from thence to Sydney and Wide Bay, would be a hard task for 
even two officers of the greatest experience. 

It is impossible to say how far they might have to go into the interior before getting 
any recruits, and after a sufficient number is procured the utmost despatcb must be used in 
getting them down the country, to prevent desertion. Moreover, it would be requisite for 
one officer to be constantly with the men ; and I beg to remind you that the country from 
whence the recruits are to be procured is wholly unknown to any of the officers, which will 
of course add to the difficulty of travelling, and will neeessitaie the exercise of considerable 
judgment and experienae. Indeed I feel sure that it would be but a waste of time to send 
any of the newly appointed officers on such a duty. 

I fully agree with you that the force on the Upper Dawson should be rendered as 
efficient as possible, and I have eudeavoured to accomplish this object by concentrating in 
that locality every available officer and trooper in the force, consistently with the safety of 
the other districts; and I believe that Licut. Murray is fully competent to direct the move-
ments of the division during my absence. 

Licut. 
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Lieut. Bligh has just returned from the Dawson, and were I to send him there again 
I have not any other officer whom I could place here in his stead. In either case II should 
be obliged to leave Second-Lieut. Swete in charge at this place, and he could also be under 
Lieut. Murray's orders, as there is an objection to the Commissioner's interference. 

The present disposition of the force is as follows : - 

PORT CURTIS AND LEICHHARDT. 

Upper Dawson:— 
Lieut. Murray, (Commanding; Second Lieut. Phibbs, with 6 troopers of the 2nd 

division; Second-Lieut Morehead, with 8 troopers of the 3rd division ; Second-
Lieut. Murray, with 8 troopers of the 1st division. 

Leichhadt : - 
Second-Lient. Carr, at Banana and Rannes, with 6 troopers of the 1st division; Second- 

Lieut. Wheeler, at the Fitz Roy, with 6 troopers of the 1st division. 

Port Curtis : - 
Second-Lieut. Powell, with 5 troopers of the 1st division. 

MARANOA AND CONDAMINE. 

Wandai Gumbal : - 
Second-Lieut. Walker, with 7 troopers of the 3rd division. 

Balonne 
Second-Lieut. Aliman should be now in this locality with 3 or 4 of the troopers left at 

Wandai Gumbal. 
CLARENCE AND M'LEAY. 

Second-Lieut. Dempster, with 10 troopers. 
BURNETT AND WIDE BAY. 

Lieut. Bligh and Second-Lieut. Swete, with 10 troopers, (3 of whom accompany.. me 
- to the Dawson.) 

MORETON BAY. 
Second-Lieut. Williams, with 7 troopers. 
I think on perusing the foregoing statemcnt:you .wiil perceive that no alteration 

could be made that would not prove prejudicial to the routine of duty, and that, after all, 
the arrangement I first proposed is the only one by which the desired object may be 
effeèted; for I know, by experience, that the troopers look up to, and have more respect for, 
the officer by whom they are taken from their own country than any other, and this~ is my 
reason for desiring to recruit them myself. . 

I beg respectfully to state, that knowing the great difficulties to be encountered in 
the satisfactory performance of this duty, I would decline the service without the assistnoe 

of, an experienced officer. .. 

I I have the honor to in'fOrmyou, that since my letter of the 16th ultimo, I havç seen 
Lieut. Murray, and made all necessary arrangements with him for the mapagement of. his 
division; and I am now starting for, the Upper Dawson, and shall probably be absent from 
this place four or five weeks. ........... . 

I lOave LiOut. Bligh in command here, and be will remain to receive any instruc- 
tions which you may forward for his guidance. 

I have no further suggestions to offer, but that should not. the Government think fit 
to adopt my proposal, some arrangement might . perhaps be made between the Government 
at Sydney and Melbourne, by which recruits could be forwarded here without taking any of 
'the officers away from their duty. . 

I have, &c., 

The Government Resident, E. V. MORISSET, 

Moreton Bay. Commdt. 'Native. Police. 

No. 3. 

THE GOVERNMENT RESIDENT, MORETON BAY, to THE CoLoNIAr SECRETARY 

Government Resident's Office, 

Brisbane, 19 August, 1858'. 

Siu, 
I do myself the honor to forward the enclosed copy of a report from the Corn 

mandant of the Native Police, detailing the proceedings of the Force in the Lcichhardt 

District, and at the Dawson River. 
It is satisfactory to observe in perusing the report that the steps which have been 

taken, and are still being carried out, have had the effect of restoring order in the different 

sections of the Force and offer a reasonable guarantee against the recurrence of such outrages 

as have lately taken place. 
You will observe that in consequence of Mr. Morisset, having been employed in 

visiting the detachments in the Leichhardt District, he did not receive my letter on the sub-

ject of sending a recruiting party to the Namoi Country until the 25th of last month, when 

at the Upper Dawson; however, as I expect to see him in a day or two, no time shall be lost 
in despatching that party, and carrying out the instructions of the Government with regard 

to that subject. 

459—B 4. 
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I am happy to see that Mr. Morisset is in a position to contradict the reports which 

have been circulated with regard to desertions of the troopers, and to the want of discipline 

observed in the Force generally. 

I have every reason to know that the efficiency of the Force has very much 

improved of late, and that the officers (generally) are actively and zealously preforming 

their duty. 

I have &c., 
THE HoNoRABLE J. C. WIOKHAM, 

Tisu COLONIAL, SECRETARY. Government Resident. 

[Enclosure in N. 3.] - - 

Native Police Camp, 
Wide Bay, 81h August, 1858. 

Sir, 
I do myself the honor to inform you that I returned to this place on the 5th 

instant, having visited all the detachments of Native Police stationed at the Leichhardt 
and on the Dawson River. 

At the Banana, in the Leichhardt District, I determined on a site for the main 
Camp of the detachment allowed for the protection of that district and the Lower Dawson, 
and have made arrangements with Mr. Robinson, the proprietor of a neighbouring station, 
for the erection of huts, &c., for the accommodation of the officer and his men. 

From the Banana, I crossed over to Palm Tree Creek, on the Dawson, taking with 
me Second Lieutenant Carr and his men, expecting to meet in some of the large scrubs, I 
knew lay between the Leichhardt and Dawson some of the aborigines connected with the 
late outrages in the latter district, having previously heard a large party of them had been 
driven that way. We were however unsuccessful in our search, and did not even see any 
tracks or traces of them. 

On my arrival at Palm Tree Creek, I learnt that Mr. Gregory's station had been 
attacked in the night, about a fortnight previously, by a party of about fifty or sixty blacks, 
but on one of their number being shot, they retreated immediately, without doing any 
mischief; they were pursued by Second Lieutenant Phibbs and five troopers, accompanied 
by Mr. Gregory, who followed on their tracks for six days, through scrubs and over the 
most broken country, the blacks travelling about thirty miles a day; when two days and 
nights heavy rain quite obliterated the tracks, and being unprovided with rations, and 
several of the horses being knocked up, they were obliged to make their way back to the 
station. 

Before leaving the Upper Dawson I organized a party to follow the blacks to their 
strongholds; consisting of Second Lieutenants Phibbs, Carr and G. Murray, with seventeen 
troopers, taking with them a month's rations, and accompanied by Mr. H. C. Gregory, whose 
knowledge of the country will be of great assistance to them; so I hardly fear that they will 
again return unsuccessful. I have instructed these officers to start from Mr. Gregory's 
station together, and to travel together, or separate, as they may afterwards deem advisable. 
I directed Second Lieutenant Morehead to continue patrolling with eight troopers round 
the out-stations, until the return of the above party. 

On the 25th ultimo, on the Upper Dawson I received your communication, direct-
ing me to make arrangements, without delay, for procuring a number of recruits on the 
Namoi, so proceeded direct to this place, as there is much to be done before starting on 
n expedition of that sort, otherwise, I should have visited the third division at Wandai 
Guinbal. 

You will observe in the enclosed report from Lieutenant Bligh that several of the 
Tingleaders in the past outrages on the Upper Dawson were shot by his men in an encounter 
with them on the Auburn, and as their names were afterwards given by one of their own 
countrymen, staying at Mr. Pigott's station:  there can be no doubt as to their identity. 
Some old gowns, and other articles of wearing apparel, were found in the camp, which also 
proves their participation in the late scenes of bloodshed and plunder. 

Before leaving the Dawson I removed the Native Police camp from the "Dawson 
River" to the "Robinson," where there is an abundance of grass and water for the horses, 
and a much more eligible site than the former, being about equidistant from all the frontier 
atations, and in that part of the country which the blacks generally travelled to and from, 
the "broken country," when engaged in their murderous expeditions against the whites. 

Mr. Gregory has agreed to put up buildings, for which be is to be remunerated 
when money is granted by the Government for that purpose, for the use of the officers and 
men, and has undertaken to supply them with rations. 

1 found on my return that Second Lieutenant Williams had arrived here with 
fifteen recruits, raised by Second Lieutenant Dempster, in the Clarence and New England Dis-
tricts. I am much pleased with the men, and believe they will make good and efficient 
troopers; they will be drilled here until the arrival of Lieutenant Murray from the Fitz 
Roy, whom I have directed by letter to meet me at this place, and who will conduct them 
to their different stations in his division. 

As I deem it advisable to wait on you without delay at Brisbane, I shall leave 
written instructions for Lieutenant Murray here. 

Believing 
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Believing that the numerous letters which have lately appeared in the public 
journals may perhaps in some degree influence the opinion of the Government as to the 
state of the Force, 1 am induced to point out for their information, some of the many false-
hoods contained in those letters, lest their remaining uneontradicted any longer should 
imply their truth. I think it necessary also to state that all the publications would have 
been contradicted long since, had I not waited until now in expectation that I should be 
called on to do so by the Government; some of the above mentioed letters reflecting on the 
discipline of the Force are utterly false; the troopers, I am glad to say, are under complete 
discipline, and are most orderly and well behaved. They are never allowed to have any com-
munication with the blacks, consequently the statement of their letting murderers escape 
for the sake of their gins cannot be true ; desertions are not frequent, as stated in more 
than one of these letters; the only men that have left since 1 found it necessary to 
dismiss those now annoying the regular Force on the Dawson under Mr. F. Walker, are 
twelve recruits from the Clarence, and I have since found out that the undue severity of 
their officer made them leave, and they would any of them willingly have returned to 
myself or the officer that recruited them.. Another falsehood is published, viz., that blood 
money has been offered and received by the troopers; this is a most malicious untruth, not 
having the slightest foundation, and I trust the Government would never suppose that I 
could allow such a practice to be carried on. But the falsehoods in these letters are so 
numerous, that not having the letters themselves by me, I will not pursue the subject 
any further, but content myself with a general and distinct denial, and I challenge examin- 
ation into any of them which the Government wish to have explained more fully. • 

I have, &c., • • - 

The Government Resident, • E.V. MORISSET, .••. 

Moreton Bay. • • • ..Coidt.- Native Poioc. 
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Regiolatilor iøeiubIp. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ERECTION OF A CHURCH AT ALBUM. 
(CERTAIN MMBEPS OF THE CI-ILTRCH OF ENGLAND.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 3 August, 1858. 

The Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Members of the Church of England, resident in 
the District of Albury, in the Murrumbidgee Squatting District, in the Colony of New 
South WTales,_ 

HUMBLY SHEWETH :- 
That your Petitioners purchased land, and made Albury their home, confidently 

expecting that the fostering hand of Government would be extended towards them in 
furthering the material and moral interests of the district, to the extent of the revenue 
derived from the sale of land, which, up to the present period, has realized the sum of 
(c40,000,) forty thousand pounds, exclusive of land purchased as preemptive rights. 

That a sum of money is annually provided by Act of Council for the maintenance 
of Clergymen, and the erection of Churches within the Settled Districts, but that provision 
not extending to the Squatting Districts, your Petitioners have been left to their own 
resources, and have been compelled to maintain a Clergyman at their own cost and charge, 
otherwise the Ordinances of their Religion must have been in total abeyance—a state of 
things which, in a population of two thousand five hundred souls, would, your Petitioners 
humbly submit, be a stigma and reproach to the Colony.  

That, from the large amount aforesaid, realized by the sales of land in Albury, your 
Petitioners consider they have not only a right to be placed on an equal footing with the 
Settled Districts, but humbly submit that, as a struggling young community, they have a 
preferential claim for aid, on account of their small and scattered population, and the manifold 
difficulties and hardships that a residence on this distant border entails. 

That your Honorable House has always liberally voted money for the erection of 
benevolent, charitable, and literaiy institutions throughout the Colony, and your Petitioners  

venture to hope that the same philanthropic and noble principle will not be withheld from 
the erection of Churches in the Unsettled Districts, for without such buildings no community 
can be considered in a sound or healthy state. 

That your Petitioners have recently subscribed the amount of seventeen hundred 
pounds towards the erection of a Church in the Town of Albury, and have accepted a con-
tract for building the same for the sum of two thousand three hundred pounds. 

Your Petitioners therefore respectfully, but confidently, hope that your Honorable 
House will take the premises into your consideration, and afford us such aid and relief as 
you deem just. 

And your Petitioners will every pray, &c., &c. 

[Here follow 25 Signatures.] 
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1868, 

atgiølattue ROWMIkIp. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

NEW MARINERS' CHURCH. 
(PETITION FROM MARINERS IN SYDNEY.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 1 September, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of New South Wales. 

The Petition of the undersigned Master Mariners and Mariners,— 

RESPECTFULLY SUEWETH :- 

That those of your Petitioners who are engaged in the commerce of the Port 

are called upon to pay taxes, in the shape of fees at the Shipping Office, to a larger amount 

than any other class of Her Majesty's subjects, and that the surplus of such imposts upon 

mariners, and others connected with shipping, is paid over to the Revenue of the Colony 

for general purposes. - 

That your Petitioners have been given to understand that large grants of land, and 

sums of money, have been given, from time to time, by the Government to four denomina-

tions of professing Christians, together with stipends for the support of the Ministers of the 

said denominations, and also a salary to the Jewish Minister; but that no grant, (save 

two grants of land for the site of a Mariners' Church), and no grant of money in the ahape 

of stipend, or otherwise, has ever been made to minister to the spiritual wants of the 

maritime body, who are, from the necessity of their position, as much a distinct body of 

Christians as any of the denominations heretofore exclusively favored by Government. 

That your Petitioners labor under a very great disadvantage in attending the worship 

of Almighty God, from the circumstance that most of the pews are let in all the places of 

Worship in Sydney by the year, and, therefore, whenever mariners attend Public Worship, 

they obtain seats only by suflerance. 

That your Petitioners feel they ought to have as much claim upon your 

bounty, to the extent of their peculiar requirements, in regard to the Ordinances of Religion 

as landsmen, who are liberally provided with places of Worship, and stipends for their 

Ministers, out of the public funds. 

That your Petitioners beg to state, that the charitable public have subscribed for the 

building of the new Mariners' Church, on a site granted by the Crown, at the Circular 

Quay, West, on which is erected a neat substantial stone building, at the estimated cost of 

ix thousand pounds (6,000), when complete, and that of this sum about four thousand siz 

hundred pounds (C4,600) has been already paid—leaving (C1,400) one thousand four 

hundred pounds to be provided for on account of the building, but which balance, your 

Petitioners beg to represent, is not now likely to be made good from the same charitable 

sources, which, in the multitude of demands upon them, cannot be expected to flow otherwise 

than in a diminished stream to each of the increasing objects of its direction. 

That your Petitioners, therefore, pray that your Honorable House will be pleased to 

consider the premises, and afford to your Petitioners such consideration therein as to your 

Honorable House shall seem just and reasonable. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

[Here follow 189 Signatures.] 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

REV. J. IL LANG, PD. 
(PRAYING INQUIRY AND REDRESS.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 1 October, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of John Dunmore Lang, Doctor of Divinity, Senior Minister 

of the Scots Church, Sydney,—. 

HUMBLY SnawErra :- 

That towards the close of the year 1841 your Petitioner became convinced, from 

various facts and circumstances that had fallen under his own experience and observation, 

that the politico-ecclesiastical system of this Colony, under which all forms of Religion are 

supported indiscriminately from the Public Treasury, was unwarranted by the Word of God, 

inimical to the best interests of the Christian Church, and such as a Presbyterian Minister, 

occupying the influential position of your Petitioner, could no longer, with a safe conscience, 
continue to uphold. 

That, under the influence of this conviction, your Petitioner delivered an Address 

to his Congregation on the sixth of February, 1842, in which, while desiring to maintain his 

connection with the Church of Scotland, he formally renounced all further connection with 

the Synod of Australia, of which he had previously been the Senior Minister, together with 

all his own right and title to a salary from the State; intending at the time to leave the 
Colony forthwith., and to proceed to New Zealand. 

That the Congregation of your Petitioner, unwilling to be thus deprived of his 

services as their Pastor (which he had then been for nineteen years), immediately, on being 

apprised of his intentions, interposed to prevent his resigning his Pastoral charge, as Minister 

of the Scots Church, or leaving the Colony; and accordingly held a Public Meeting, on the 

22nd of the same month, at which they all but unanimously expressed their cordial approval 

of the procedure of your Petitioner in resigning his Government Salary, and renouncing all 

further connection with the Synod of Australia, and voluntarily assumed the entire burden 

of supporting the Ordinances of Religion in the Scots Church (as they have done accordingly 

for the past sixteen years), from their own private resources, and without assistance of any 
kind from the State. 

That certain Ministers of the Synod of Australia, actuated, as your Petitioner 

believes, and is fully warranted to believe from their own public acts and deeds, by the 

bitterest malice towards himself individually, as well as by an inordinate desire to become 
533— possessed, 
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possessed, by whatever means, of certain valuable Church property which your Petitioner had 

created for his Congregation through the sacrifice of his own, wickedly conspired together 

to ruin and degrade your Petitioner in the estimation of the public, and to dispossess him of 

the property aforesaid under the desecrated forms of ecclesiastical law; instituting frivolous 

and unfounded charges against him, on the ground of words contained in his published 

address to his Congregation, (which they wrested for the purpose from their plain and 

obvious meaning,) and combining in their own persons, in order to secure a convictifl on 

these charges, the utterly incompatible offices of accusers, judges and jury, contrary alike to 

the law and practice in all such cases in the Presbyterian Church. 

That in all cases of charges against Ministers of Religion, the laws of the Pres-

byterian Church are well known, and its forms of procedure precisely and strictly defined, and 

that both the law and forms are characterized in an eminent degree by equity and justice; 

but that these salutary forms and laws were systematically set aside and openly. violated in 

the case of your Petitioner, in order to achieve his degradation and ruin; the majority of 

the Synod of Australia, who had banded tgether in this unconstitutional manner, pre-

tending, as the result of their sanctimonious mockery of a judicial investigation, to depose 
the Christian Ministry—a proceeding which implies the 

your Petitioner from the office of  
deepest degradation to which a Presbyterian Minister can possihly.be 

 subjected, and which 

is never resorted to in the Presbyterian Church, but in cases of gross heresy or of flagrant 

immorality. 

That the constitution of the Presbyterian State Church of this Colony admitting, 

as it does, of no appeal from the decision of the Synod of Australia, such as there would 

unquestionably have been, in any similar proceeding, from any Presbytery or Synod in 

Scotland, your Petitioner (whose Congregation all the while regarded these entire proceedings 

with mingled feelings of indignation and contempt) had to appeal, in a somewhat indirect 

manner, (as to whether he had been guilty of anything unworthy either of a Minister of 

Religion or of a member of society), to the Colonial public generally; and the result of that 

virtual appeal was his election, on four different occasions, as a Member of the late Legislative 

Council of this Colony—first for the District of Port Phillip, now the Colony of Victoria; 

then twice successively for the City of Sydney; and afterwards for the County of Stanley, 
at Moreton Bay—a circumstance altogether unprecedented in the Colonial history of the 

British Empire. 

That the late Reverend Dr. M'Garvie, who became the Senior Minister of the 

Synod of Australia when your Petitioner withdrew from that body, being strongly opposed, 

in common with a minority of the Synod, to these outrageous proceedings of a majority of 

its Members, no attempt was made by that majority, for the long period of thirteen years, or 

during the life time of Dr. M'Garvie, to take advantage of their own wrong doing by 

instituting law-proceedings for the possession of the Church property aforesaid ; but no sooner 

had Dr. NJGarvie died, and tI flagrant character of the whole proceeding against your 

Petitioner been in some meas 
forgotten by the public through the lapse of time, than 

such proceedings were instituted, in the form of an Equity Suit, in the Supreme court, and 

that Suit, which is still peuding, had been in progress for upwards of three years past, 

aubjecting your Petitioner, and his friends and supporters, to much personal annoyance as 

well as to serious expense. 

That, although your Petitioner is under no apprehension as to the decision of the 

Supreme Court in the Equity Suit aforesaid, that decision will in no way affect the question 

really at issue between your Petitioner and the Synod of Australia, or serve in any way to 

heal the present divisions of the Presbyterian Church, which your Petitioner firmly believes 

are mainly, if not exclusively, owing to the discreditable proceedings of the said Synod 

in the case of your Petitioner in the year 1842. 

That your Honorable House, as the grand inquest of the nation, i the only 

tribunal to which your Petitioner can possibly appeal for inquiry and redress under the 

serious wrong he has thus been sustaining for sixteen years past; and as that wrong was 

sustained by your Petitioner at the hands of men who were all at the time, and some of 

wlim are still, receiving salaries from the state for very different purposes, while the Colonial 

public has, on four different occasions, given the highest testimonial to your Petitioner, as a 
member 
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member of society, by electing him as one of their representatives in the Colonial Legislature, 
your Petitioner humbly conceives that he has some claim on your Honorable House for such 
inquiry and redress. 

10. That the question which your Petitioner would humbly submit for investigation 
to .your Honorable House, although arising out of certain ecclesiastical proceedings, is in no 
respect a question of doctrine, discipline, or worship, but simply a question of fact, as to 
whether certain acts and deeds that have most injuriously affected the character and rights 
of your Petitioner, and destroyed the peace and harmony of the Presbyterian Communion 
in New South Wales, were or were not in accordance with the laws and forms of procedure 
in such cases made and provided. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honorable House will be pleased 
to take the premises into your favorable consideration, by appointing a Select Committee of 
your Honorable House to inquire into the allegations of your Petitioner, in regard to the 
procedure of the Synod of Australia towards himself in the year 1842, and to report. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

JOHN DUNMORE LANG, D.D. 

Sydney, 30 September, 1858. 

El 
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Regfolatibe OooemDfg. 

NW SOUTH WALES. 

REV. J. P. LANG, liP. 
(PETITION FROM MINISTERS OF THE SYNOD OF AUSTRALIA, IN REFERENCE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 19 October, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the undersigned Ministers of the Synod of Australia,—
RESPECTrTJLLY SHEWETU 

That your Petitioners have observed with surprise that a Petition from Dr. John 
Dunmore Lang was presented to your Honorable House on the evening of Thursday last, 
praying that you would grant the appointment of a Select Committee to inquire into and 
report upon the proceedings of the Synod of Australia in the year 1842, with respect to the 
said Dr. John Dunmore Lang. 

That in the said year the said Dr. John Dunmore Lang was, after process, for grave 
ecclesiastical offences, deposed from the office of the Holy Ministry; an account of which 
deposition was officially transmitted to the Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and to the 
Presbytery of Irvine, from which he received license and ordination. 

That the said proceedings of the Synod of Australia against the said Dr. John 
Dunmore Lang received the sanction of, and were confirmed by, the Presbytery of Irvine in 
the first instance, and thereafter by the Assembly of the Church of Scotland, after the most 
patient and anxious investigation. 

That the Ecclesiastical Courts of the Synod of Australia have a full and unrestricted 
power over their own members to deprive them of all the rights and privileges belonging 
thereto for offences committed against their laws, to which every member thereof has-
voluntarily made himself amenable; and that therefore any interference on the part of the 
Legislature, as sought by the said Dr. John Dunmore Lang, relative to the said proceedings-
of the Synod of Australia, would be unconstitutional and oppressive, as a direct encroach ment- 
upon the inherent rights and liberties of the said Synod; and as destructive of all proper 
discipline in the said Synod as an Ecclesiastical Court. 

,And that inasmuch as a case in Equity against the said Dr. John Dunmore Lang, 
for the recovery of Church property claimed by the said Synod of Australia, is at present 
pending in the Supreme Courts of Law in this Colony, involving the subject matter of the 
Petition of the said Dr. John Dunmore Lang, any expression of opinion from so high a 
quarter as your Honorable House would be calculated to exercise an undue influence on the 
usual administration of justice. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Honorable House will take the 
premises into serious consideration, and refuse to grant the prayer of the petition of the 
said Dr. John Dunmore Lang. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 
JNO. M'GIBBON, 

Minister of Woolloomooloo. 
JAS. MILNE, 

Minister of Paddingtón. 
JOHN DOTIGALL, 

Minister of St. Andrew's Scots Church, Sydney. 
JAMES COUTTS, 

Minister of Parramatta. 
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NEW SOTJTH WALES. 

REVS J. P. LANG, D.D. 
(PETITION FROM DR. FULLERTON IN REFERENCE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 19 October, 1858. 

To the Honorable theMembers of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 
The Petition of the undersigned,— 

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH :- 
That Petitioner has heard with surprise that a Petition from Doctor John 

Dunmore Lang has been presented to your Assembly, praying that a Committee of your 

Honorable House may be appointed to consider and to report upon the proceedings of the 

Synod of Australia in the year 1842, in reference to the said Doctor John Dunmore Lang. 

That in. that year the said Doctor • Lang. was, for . slander, contu.nacy, and schism, 

deposed from the office of the Christian 'MiniStry by the Synod 'of Australia.; and his 

deposition was officially reported to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and to 

the Presbyteryof Irvine, that being the Presbytery by whom he was ordained. 

That Doctor Lang, since he was deposed, 'resided for a length f time in Scotland; 

but never asked the Presbytery of Irvine, or the General Assembly of the Church of.Seotland, 

to review the decision of the Synod of Australia in reference to him. 

That a Suit in Equity against Doctor Lang is now pending in the Supreme Court, at 

'Sydney, for having misappropriated valuable Church property, belonging to the Synod of 

Australia, of which he became Trustee before his deposition. 

That the appointment of a Committee in compliance with the wish of the said 

Petitioner would directly interfere with the regular administration of justice, and promote 

and encourage clerical delinquencies, as it would be impossible to maintain discipline amongst 

Clergymen if the decisions of Church Courts may be practcally reversed by a Committee of 

Yarliament. 

Should the prayer of Doctor Lang be granted, every delinquent in Church Courts 

-will protect himself by appealing to your Assembly: similar Petitions will be sent in by 

those who may be degraded in connexion with the Church of England, the Wesleyans, and 

the Church of Rome; and the upright and 'faithful members of these Communions will be 

deprived of their liberty and privileges in the management of the affairs of their respective 

Jhurches. 

Your Petitioner prays, therefore, that your Honorable House will be graciouly 

pleased to take the premises into your serious consideration, and that you will refuse to 

appoint any Committee to consider the proceedings of the Synod of Australia in 1842, in 

reference to Doctor Lang. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray. 
JAMES FULLERTON, L.L.D. 

Minister.. 
Pitt-street Sosttl, 

.Sydney, 7 October, 1858. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

REV. J. D. LANG, D. P. 
(PETITION RELATIVE TO, BY SYNOD OF AUSTRALIA IN 1842.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Prircteci, 22 October, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of the undersigned Elders and Members of the Committee of Management of 

the Congregation of the Seots Church, Sydney,— 

HuisnLY SIIEWTJI :- 

That your Petitioners have learned, with equal surprise and indignation, that 

the Reverend Doctor James Fullerton, on hi3 own behalf, and certain other Ministers of the 

Synod of Australia, have petitioned your Honorable House not to grant a Committee of 

inquiry into certain proceedings of the said Synod towards their esteemed and venerated 

pastor the Reverend Doctor Lang in the year 1842. 

That the proceedings of the Synod of Australia on that occasion, in pretending to 

depose the Reverend Doctor Lang from the office of the Christian Ministry, were, in the 

opinion of your Petitioners, a mere burlesque of a judicial investigation, and afforded the 

clearest proofs of a foul conspiracy on the part of certain unscrupulous members of the said 

Synod to degrade and ruin Doctor Lang in the estimation of the public, and to seize and 

appropriate, on false pretences, the property of the congregation of the Seots Church, of 

which that congregation has now been in uninterrupted possession for thirty-five years. 

That the only offence which, in the opinion of your Petitioners, Doctor Lang 

committed on the occasion referred to, consisted in his nobly renouncing his own Govern-

ment salary, and denouncing the anti-Christian system on which such salaries are still 

received by certain other Presbyterian Ministers in the Colony. 

That the said Doctor Fullerton has a deep and personal interest in deprecating a 

Parliamentary inquiry into the nefarious proceedings referred to, as he was himself one of 

the principal offenders in the case, having been guilty—in order the more successfully to 

achieve the degradation and ruin of his own benefactor—of the serious offence of appearing 

successively in that case as accuser, judge, and jury, contrary to all hew, whether civil or 

ecclesiastical. 

That the other Ministers of the Synod of Australia who have also petitioned your 

Honorable House not to grant a Parliamentary inquiry in the case in question,—viz., the 

Reverend John M'Gibbon, James Mime, James Coutts, and John Dougal,—bcing all corn.-

paratively recent arrivals in New South Wales, their conduct in thus endeavouring to prevent 

an inquiry into the proceedings of a public body in a case of flagrant wrong which had 

occurred long before their own arrival in the Colony, is, in the estimation of your Petitioners, 

a violation of all propriety, as well as of the first principles of common justice and 

Christianity. 

556 
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That the Synod of Australia being supported from the public Treasury the conduce 

of its Ministers is clearly amenable to inquiry on the part of their paymaster, the State, 

especially when they travel beyond their own proper functions as an Ecclesiastical body, and 

proceed, as in the present instance, and on the merest frivolous pretences, to inflict pains 

and penalties affecting either the character or the civil rights of unoffonding citizens and 

subjects. 

That as the unlawful and outrageous proceedings of the said Synod of Australia, 

on the occasion referred to, have broken up and destroyed the peace of the Presbyterian body 

in this Colony, and greatly promoted and fostered the present divisions, your Petitioners are 

convinced that peace can never be restored to their Communion, nor these divisions healed, 

till a searching inquiry is made into the proceedings referred to, that their true character 

may be exposed, and the enormous wrongs they have inflicted fully redressed. 

S. That your Honorable House is the only tribunal to which your Petitioners can 

appeal, and the only competent authority in the ease in question. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that your Honorable House will be pleased 

to grant the Select Committee prayed for by the Reverend Doctor Lang, to institute a 

searching inquiry into the proceedings of the said Synod of Australia in the year 1842, and 

to report. 

And your Petitioners, as in du.ty bound, will ever pray, &e., &e. 

[here follow 11 Signatures] 

Sgdney, 16 October, 1858. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

SYDNEY UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS. 
(RETURN OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE UPON.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 4 June, 1858. 

RETURN of RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURE on Account of the BUILDING of the 

UNIVERSITY of SYtNEY (17 Vict, a. 28). 

RECEIPTS. 
1857. 
Balance in hand 1st January, 1857, in Government Deben- 

tures, valued £92 lOs. per cent. ... ... ... ... £9,786 0 0 

Less, in hands of the Architect at that date ... 468 4 1 
-9,317 15 11 

Add to the Amount realised for Debentures sold to date over their esti- 

niated value of £92 lOs., with Interest ..................
1,868 3 10 

Appropriated from proceeds of Sale of Sydney College Building ... .. 10,852 10 0 

Balance due to the Commercial Bank (Building ]?und Account) 31st 

December, secured to them by Debentures on hand ... ... ... 2,462 9 9 

£24,500 19 6 

EXPENDITURE. 

Paid Loveridge, Balance of Contract for completion of 
Masonry of Hall, including extras and day work £2,360 0 0 

Donovan, on Account of Masonry of Compartment 

between Hall and Tower ... ... ... .. ... 4,895 0 
0 

Loveridge, on Account of Contract for Masonry of 
Laboratory, extras and day-work included •.. 2,453 0 0 

Loveridge, Contract for Offices ............ 397 0 0 

Stone Carving ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
1,380 7 1 

Carpenter's Work ... ... ... ... ... ... 
... 

4,724 14 1 

Timber, Iron Work, Painting, Glazing, Plastering, 
Slating, Brickwork, &c., &c . ... ... ... ... 5,165 12 0 

Architect's Commission during the year ... ... ... ... 1,000 
0 0 

In hands of Architect, to be accounted for ......... 181  1 11 
22,556 15 1 

Balance, 1st January, 1858, in Debentures ... ... ... £1,944 
4 5 

JAS. E. GRAHAM, 
Accountant. 
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NE W SOUTH WALES. 

TJNIYERSITy OF SYDNEY. 
(REPORT FROM SENATE.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 12 May, 1858. 

REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE TJNIYERSITY OF SYDNEY, FOR THE YEAR 1857 

IN accordance with the provisions of the 22nd clause of the Act of Incorporation, 14 Vict., 

No. 31, the Senate of the University of Sydney have the honor to submit, for the information 

of the Governor and Executive Council, the following Report of their proceedings during the 
year 1857. 

The number of students admitted, after having passed the Matriculation Examina-
tion prescribed by the By-laws, was nineteen. 

The following students having attended the University Lectures during the 

prescribed period of three years, and having passed the Statutory Examinations, and other- 

wise complied with the University Regulations, were admitted to the Degree of Bachelor of 
Arts, vii. :- 

Walter Allen, 

John Donovan, 

James Johnson, 

John Kinloch, 

James Paterson, 

Arthur Renwick, 

George Salting, 

William Salting, 

John Stack. 

Of these the undernained were successful Candidates for Honors, and were placed in the 
Classes of Merit, as follows 

Classics, Logic, and Greek Pliilospky. Mathematics and ]Vtvral Philosophy. 
I James Paterson. ) let Class. 1st Class. 0 1. George Salting. ) 

2nd Class. William Salting. 2nd Class. James Paterson. 

The Prizes awarded were the following 

The Provost's Medal for the best composition in English Verse. 

William Salting. 

The University Medal given for Latin Hexameters. 

George Salting. 

The Medal given by the Vice-Provost for the best translation into Latin Elegiacs. 

George Salting. 

The Prize given by Professor Woolley, for the best Latin Essay. 

George Salting. 
*141_A 
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Two vacancies in the Senate occurred during the past year.—The first was 

occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Broadhurst, on his departure for England. The second 

was caused by the resignation of Mr. W. C. Wentworth, who, in consequence of the 

uncertainty as to his early return to the Colony, declined to accept the extended leave of 

absence which, in consideration of his great services to the Institution, had been proffered 

by the Senate. These vacancies have been filled up by the election of the Honorable Sir 

Daniel Ccoper, and of Mr. Alfred Denison, who had formerly been a Member of the Senate, 

but had resigned his seat on his departure for England, in 1853. 

A Scholarship for proficiency in Classical Literature was founded with the 

munificent donation of £1,000; presented, for this object, by the Honorable Sir Daniel 

Cooper. This amount having been invested in Government Debentures, bearing 5 per cent. 

interest, the present value of the -Scolarship is £50 per annum. It is tenable for one year, 

and open to Students of two years' standing in the same manner, and on the same terms, as 

the Barker and Deas Thomson Scholarships, founded for the encouragement of Mathematical 

and Physical Science. 

The Senate also received the handsome donation of £100 from Mr. William 

Fanning, to be applied to such purpose as they may think fit. This sum has not as yet 

been appropriated. 

The Senate were enabled to give up possession of the building in Hyde Park, so 

as to admit of the opening of the Grammar School on the 1st August last, and at the com-

mencement of the Michaelmas Term the University building was sufficiently advanced to 

admit of its occupation. 

Considerable progress was made in the building during the past year. The Great 

flail was roofed in, and the internal fittings have now been so far completed that it can be 

used as soon as the stained glass windows, which are expected from England, can be put up. 

According to late advices these windows were rapidly approaching completion, and notice of 

the shipment of a portion of them may be received by the next mail. The internal fittings 

of the greater part of the compartment between the Hall and the Tower are finished, where 

accommodation is afforded for the Classical Lectures, the Library, the Registrar's Office, and 

Retiring Rooms for the Professors and Undergraduates. In the Laboratory Compartment, at 

the southern end of the building, all the rooms are finished, and afford the required accom-

modation for the Lectures of the Professors of Mathematics, and of Chemistry and Experi-

mental Physics. Retiring Rooms, an Instrument Room, a Laboratory with dark rooms 

attached, are included in this compartment, and a tank under the roof, capable of holding 

3,000 gallons, provides an ample supply of water. An apparatus for the manufacture of gas 

has also been formed, under the directions of the Professors of Chemistry, by which light and 

the heat required for experiments are supplied to the Laboratory. Thus the immediate 

requirements of the University are provided for, but it is to be borne in mind that, owing to 

the old Sydney College property having been handed over to the Trustees of the Grammar 

School at a less sum by at least £8,000 than it was originally estimated to be worth, the 

funds at the disposal of the Senate for the completion of the building will be insufficient. 

The Nursery Garden, founded in 1856, has, by liberal contributions from private 

grounds, been stocked with a large number of young trees and shrubs, which will eventually 

cause a very great saving in the laying out of the University grounds. A plantation has 

been commenced along -the- side of the Parramatta Road, where a screen was most required. 

The further planting of the grounds, and the formation of the gardens, will be gradually 

proceeded with year by year as the means at the disposal of the Senate will allow. 

The College of St. Paul, founded by members of the Church of England, under 

the Colleges Act of 1854, was opened in the past year, and several Students of the University 

are now in residence there. An Act of Incorporation was passed for the College of St. John, 

founded by the Members of the Roman Catholic Church, and vigorous movements have been 

made by the Presbyterians and the Wesleyan Methodists towards the establishment of 

Colleges within the University for the Members of their respective creeds. There seems 

therefore every reason to expect that within a short period the University will be supported 

by four Colleges of Residence, in which Students not living with their friends can receive 

moral training and religious teaching whilst attending the course of instruction supplied by 

the University in its Lay Faculties. With the prospect of these valuable adjuncts, and seeing 
the 
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the increasing number of Scholars attending the higher class of Schools, the Senate con-

fidently anticipate that within a shorter period than might have been expected, the number 

of Students in the University will be such as to yield a considerable addition to its annual 

income, and thus afford the means cf enlarging the Professorial Staff. 

11.. The power of conferring Degrees having been granted by the Crown to the 

University of Sydney through Her Majesty's assent to an enactment of the local Legislature, 

the question arose whether the Degrees would be entitled to recognition beyond the limits of 

the Colony within which the provisions of the enactment have effect. The Provost, Sir 

Charles Nicholson, was accordingly requested to ascertain in England whether a further 

authority might not be granted by the Crown to secure for the Degrees of this University 

the general recognition which is aecorded to those conferred by Universities established in 

Great Britain under Royal Charter or Acts of the Imperial Legislature. The Provost had a 

satisfactory interview on the subject with the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and at his 

instance suggested to the Senate that application should be made for the authority required 

through the local Government. The annexed Petition was accordingly addressed to Her 

Majesty, and transmitted through His Excellency the Governor General, whose cordial 

support it received. The Provost was at the same time accredited as the agent of the 

University in the matter, and requested to furnish to the authorities in England all informa-

tion which might be required. A favourable answer hai been received from the Secretary of 

State, and the Provost has been actively engaged in communications with the Officers of Her 

Majesty's Government, and in the preparation of a Draft Charter, containing provisions 

similar to those of the Charter granted to the University of London. There seems no 

reason to doubt that Her Majesty will be advised to issue a Charter on these terms. The 

communications received from Sir Charles Nicholson on the subject are highly gratifying, 

as shewing the deep interest takçn by Her Majesty's Government in the advancement and 

plogress of this Institution. 

13. Appended is the Auditor's Report of the Receipts and Expenditure of the 

University during the past year. 

The foregoing Report was adopted at a meeting of the Senate held on the 21st April, 

1858, and ordered to be transmitted to the Honorable the Colonial Secretary for presentation 

to the Governor and Executive Council and the Parliament, in pursuance of the 22nd Section 

of the Act of Incorporation, 14 Vie., No. 31. 

FRANCIS L. S. MEREWETHER, 

HUGH KENNEDY, Vice-Provost. 

Registrar. 

APPENDIX I. 

UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Petition of the Senate of the University of Sydney to Her Majesty the Queen, praying for 

the grant of the further authority required to render the Degrees thereof entitled to 

recognition in all parts of Her Majesty's Dominions, 

To TUE QUEEN'S Most EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

The humble Memorial of the Senate of the University of Sydney,— 

IIUMELY SIIEWETH TO YOUR MAJESTY :- 

1. That, under an Act of the Legislature of the Colony of New South Wales, 
which received your Majesty's assent on the 9th 1)ecember, 1851, a Senate, consisting of 
sixteen Fellows, was incorporated, under the name of the University of Sydney, and was 
empowered to grant, after examination, Degrees in the Faculties of Arts, Laws and Medicine. 

2. That, under the said Act, the Governor of the Colony for the time being was 
appointed to be the Visitor of the said University, and the power of making Statutes or 
By-Laws touching discipline, examinations, and all other matters in general, regarding the 
said University, was granted to the Senate, subject to the condition that such Statutes or 
By-Laws shall not have legal effect until they shall have been submitted to the Governor 
and Executive Council, and shall have been approved of and countersigned by the G overn3 
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That, on the appointment of a Senate under the said Act, the selection of three 
gentlemen of high attainments to fill the Professorships of Classics, of Mathematics, and 
Natural Philosophy, and of Chemistry and Experimental Physics was confided by the said 
Senate to the undernamed eminent Scholars, viz. 

Sir John Herschel, Bart. Professor ]Jalden. 
Professor Airey, the Astronomer Royal. Henry Denison, Esq. 

That out of sixty-three candidates, of whom it, was reported to the Senate by Sir 
John Herschel that "many, in each Department, produced Testimonials indicating qualifica-. 
" tions of a very high order as to their proficiency in their several branches of knowledge,. 
" their College distinctions and their general character and competency from ascertained 
experience in the duties of instruction,"—the following gentlemen were selected, viz. 

AS PROFESSOR OF CLASSICS. 

The Rev. John Woolley, D.C.L., Oxford. First Class in Classics in 1836; late 
Fellow of University College, Oxford, and Head Master of King Edward VI. 
School, Norwich. 

AS PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS. 

Morris Birkbeek Pell, Esq., B.A., Cambridge. Fellow of St. John's College, and 
Senior Wrangler of 1849. 

AS PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY. 

John Smith, Esq., M.D., of Marisehall College, Aberdeen, and Assistant Professor of 
Chemistry in that University. 

That on the arrival of these gentlemen in the Colony in the year 1851, the 
Faculty of Arts was established in the University; and the admission, the instruction, and 
the examination of Students proceeding to Degrees in that Faculty are now regulated by the 
following By-Laws, viz. 

ADMISSIoN. 

No person shall be admitted as an Undergraduate of the University, except on certificate of 
"having satisfactorily passed the examination for Matriculation. 

The examination shall be conducted by means of written or printed papers; but the Examiners 
11 shall not be precluded from putting vied roes questions. 

The examination for Matriculation shall be in the foh1owingsubjects 
The Greek and Latin Languages.. 
Arithmetic. 
"Algebra, to simple equations, inclusive. 
Geometry, first book of Euclid. 

LECTURES. 

Lectures of an hour each shall be given, daily, by the Professors in Classics, Mathematics 
"Chemistry, and Experimental Physics, at such times and in such order as the Senate may 
from time to time direct. 

"Candidates for Degrees shall attend the University Lectures on the following subjects :- 
1. Greek. 
"2. Latin. 
3. Ancient History. 
"4. Mathematics. 
115. Natural Philosophy. 

Chemistry. 
"7. Experimental Physics. 

"Certificates of having attended Lectures, and complied with the regulations of the University. 
"shall be signed by the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, and by the Registrar, and granted to the 
"Undergraduates on the completion of each Academical year. 

"No Certificate shall be given to any Undergraduate who may, without sufficient cause, have 
"absented himself from Lecture more than six times in any one term, or who may not have 
"passed the Yearly Examinations. 

YEARLY ExAamsATIoms. 

"Examinations shall be held once a year during the last fortnight of Miehaelmas Term, and no 
11 Undergraduate shall absent himself therefrom except under medical certificate. 

The Undergraduates of each year shall be examined in the subjects of the Undergraduate 
"course, upon which Lectures have been given during the year. 

"After examination, the names of the Undergraduates shall be arranged in classes, and in order 
of merit. 

Books, stamped with the University Arms, shall be given to each member of the first class in 
"each year. 

Such Undergraduates as absent themselves from the examinations, except under medical 
certificate, or fail to pass them in a satisfactory manner, shall, at the discretion of the 
Examiners, be required to keep additional terms before proceeding to a B.A. Degree. 

B.A. DEcREES. 

"The Degree of B.A. shall be conferred after examination, which shall take place once a.year, at 
"the close of Michaelmas Term. 

"No candidate shall be admitted to this examination unless he produce a certificate from the Dean 
of the Faculty of Arts of having been a student during three years at the University, and of 
"having complied with its Regulations: this certificate shall be transmitted to the Registrar 
"before the day appointed for the commencement of the examination. 

The examination shall be conducted, in the first instance, by means of printed papers, and, at the 
"termination of such examination, each candidate shall undergo a vivd voce examination, at the 
discretion of the Examiners. 

"To obtain the ordinary Degree of B.A., the candidate shall pass a satisfactory examination in Greek, 
"Latin, Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Experimental Physics, and Logic." 

EXAMINATXOR FOR Hooas. 

' All persons who have passed the ordinary examination for Degrees are admissible as candidatea 
"for honors. 

"The examination for honors in Classics shall take place at the commencement of Lent Term. 
The examination for honors in Mathematics shall commence within one week after the conclusion 
of the examination for honors in Classics." 

M.A. 
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M.A. DEGREES. 
"The Degree of M.A. shall be granted to Bachelors of Arts after examination. 
"No candidate shall be admitted to the examination for the Degree of M.A. until after the expi-

ration of two Academical years from the time of his obtaining the Degree of B.A.; during 
"which period he must have kept his name on the books of the University. He will also be 
"required to furnish evidence of having completed his twenty-first year. 

Candidates for the Degree of M.A. shall elect to be examined in one or more of the following 
"branches of knowledge :- 

"1. Classical Philology and History. 
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. 
Logic; Moral, Mental, and Political Philosophy. 
Chemistry, and Experimental Physics. 

6. That the following By-Laws have been passed by the Senate in respect to the 
examination of candidates for Degrees in the Faculties of Laws and Medicine. 

"A Professor appointed by the Senate shall give Lectures in English Jurisprudence, attendance on 
"which will be required from all candidates for the Degree of LL.B. 

" Until other Professorships are established, there shall be a Board of Examiners appointed by the 
Senate to test the qualifications of candidates desirous of obtaining a Degree in Laws. The 

"examination for the Degree of LL.B. shall take place in Miehaelmas Term, and the Degree 
"shall be granted in Lent Term. 

"No candidate shall be admitted to the Degree of LL.B. until after the expiration of one Academic 
year from the time of his obtaining the Degree of B.A. 

Candidates for the Degree of LL.B. shall produce certificates of having attended the Lectures of 
11 the University Professor of English Jurisprudence. 

"Candidates for the Degree of LL.B. shall be examined in the following subjects :- 
"Civil and International Law. 
"Constitutional History, and Constitutional Law of England. 
"General Law of England. 

The Degree of LL.D. shall be conferred at the expiration of two Academic years from the 
"granting of the LL.B. Degree. The candidate shall be required to prepare and defend a 
" Thesis on some subject selected by himself from the Pandects, or Institutes: such Thesis to 

be in the Latin language, and, if approved by the Board of Examiners, printed." 

- 

MEDICINE. 
"A Professor appointed by the Senate shall give Lectures in Chemistry. 
" Until other Professorships in the Faculty of Medicine be constituted in the University, there shall 

be a Board of Examiners, appointed by the Senate, to test the qualifications of candidates 
"who may apply for Medical Degrees, to be granted in accordance with the provisions con-
"tamed in the Act of Incorporation. 

"Such candidates must lodge with the Registrar of the University satisfactory certificates of having 
"taken the Degree of B.A., or some equivalent Degree, in this or in some other University. 
"In the absence of such Degree, the candidate must submit to an examination similar to that 
"prescribed for the B.A. Degree in this University. 

"The candidate must also furnish evidence of being twenty-one years of age, and of having dill-
"gently pursued a course of Medical Studies extending over a period of four years, at some 
"regularly organized Medical School. His certificates must sliew that he has attended the 
"following eight classes each for a course of six months ;—Anatomy, Practical Anatomy, 
"Physiology, Chemistry, Materia Medica, Surgery, Practice of Medicine, Midwifer, ;—
"and the following five classes each for a course of three months Botany, Practical Chemistry. 
"Medical Jurisprudence, Clinical Medicine, and Clinical Surgery; also that he has attended 

for eighteen months the Medical and Surgical Practice of, a Hospital containihg not fewer 
"than eighty beds; and that he has been engaged for six months in compounding and dis-
"pensing medicines. 

"Medical or Surgical Diplomas, from regularly constituted examining Boards in Europe or 
"America, may, at the discretion of the Senate, be accepted as equivalent to the 'hole or part 

of the above-mentioned certificates. 
"As soon as the required documents have been declared salisfactory by the Senate, the Registrar 

"shall notify to the candidate the day on which his examination will commence. 
On such, candidates as may pass the examination satisfactorily, the Senate shall confer the 

"Degree of MB., at a duly convened Meeting held in Lent Term. 
The Degree of M.D. shall be conferred at the expiration of two Academical years from the grant-

"ing of the M.B. Degree. 
The candidate shall be required to prepare and defend a Thesis on some Medical subject, to be "selected by himself; such Thesis shall be in the Latin or English language, and, if approved 

by the Board of Examiners, may be printed." 

That in the Faculty of Laws, your memorialists have not as yet brought the fore-
going By-Laws relating thereto into active operation, but in the Faculty of Medicine a Board of Examiners has been recently appointed, composed of the above-named Professor of 
Chemistry in the University, and of eight of the most distinguished Medical Practitioners in 
the City of Sydney; all of whom are holders of Diplomas or Degrees from the authorised 
Medical Bodies of the United Kingdom. 

That your Memorialists humbly submit to your Majesty, that the foregoing state-
ments shew that the standard of acquircments which must be attained by graduates in the 
University of Sydney is not below that prescribed by the most learned Universities of the 
United Kingdom,—that the direction of the studies in the University of Sydney has been 
committed to Professors who have highly distinguished themselves in British Universities,__ 
that the rules, under which the present high standard in the University of Sydney has been 
fixed, cannot be altered without the assent and approval of your Majesty's Representative in 
the Colony,—and that your Majesty's Representative, as Visitor, has vested in him the 
power of interference, should the rules laid down be unduly relaxed in practice. 

That your Memorialists therefore confidently hope and expect that the graduates 
of the University of Sydney will not be inferior in Scholastic acquirements to the majority of graduates of British Universities; and they feel in consequence less hesitation in applying 
to your Majesty for the concession of such further authority, as, for the reasons hereinafter 
stated, appears to them to be required to entitle the Degrees of the University of Sydney to 
general recognition throughout your Majesty's dominions. 
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6 REPORT FROM SENATE OF UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY. 

That although the assent given by your Majesty to the Act of the Legislature of 
New South Wales, under which the University of Sydney is incorporated, fully satisfies the 
principle of law that the power of granting Degrees should flow from the Crown, yet, as that 
assent was conveyed through an Act which has effec.t only, within the Territory of New South 
Wales, your Mernorialists believe that Degrees granted by the University of Sydney under 
the authority of the said Act, are not legally entitled to recognition beyond the limits of 

New South Wales. 
That your Memorialists are in consequence most desirous to obtain a grant from 

your Majesty of Letters Patent, requiring all your Majesty's subjects to recognise the Degrees 
given under the Act of the Local Legislature, in the same manner as if the said University 
of Sydney had been an University established within the United Kingdom under a Royal 
Charter or an Imperial Enactment. 

Your Memorialists therefore most humbly pray that your Majesty will be pleased 
to take the premises into your gracious consideration, and grant to the University Letters 
Patent effective of the object therein set forth. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray to your Majesty, &e. 
In testimony whereof, the Common Seal of the said University has been 

affixed, this ninth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-seven. 

By order of the Senate, 
FRANCIS L. S. MEREWETHER, 

Vice-Provost. 

(LB.) HUGH KENNEDY, 
Registrar. 

APPENDIX II. 
REPORT OF THE AUDITORS FOR THE NEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER, 1857. 

The undersigned Fellows of the Senate, appointed to audit and report upon the state 
of the Accounts of the University of Sydney, report to the Senate as follows 

We have examined the books and have seen warrants duly signed and receipts 
given for every item of expenditure on account of the University. 

The full amount of Endowment Fund for 1857, namely, £5,000, has been received. 
Of the 168 Debentures on hand on the 1st January, 1856, as noticed in our last Report, we 
have remaining, at this date, forty-four. 124 were sold during the year, at rates from 95 
per cent. to par, with accrued interest to date of sale. 

We find the following to he the state of the monetary affairs of the University at 

this date :— 
RECEIPTS. 

Balance in the Commercial Bank, 1st January, 1857, at the 
Credit of the Building Fund Account................ £366 12 9 

General Fund .......................... 5,445 4 8 
.-_-_---5,811 17 5 

Received from Government Endowment, for 1857 ....................5,000 0 0 

11 
from sale of Debentures with Interest thereon .. .... ........13,098 1 9 

Interest on Barker, Cooper, Peas Thomson, Levy, and Wentworth 
Debentures .................................................. 144 0 7 

Rent for right of pasturage ........................................ 151 5 0 

Fees from Students, after paying the Professors their share .......... 212 12 9 

Received from Sir P. Cooper, for Scholarship stipend for 1857 ........ 50 0 0 

from William Fanning, Esq., not yet appropriated .......... 100 0 0 

£24,567 17 6 

EXPENDITURE. 
Charges for Salaries, Repairs, Stationery, Printing, and 
other expenses, to date ............................ £2,967 13 11 

Paid on account of the Building, including the Architect's 
Commission ...................................... 22,240 0 0 
for Furniture ............................. ..... 400 0 0 . 

University Scholarships .................... £262 0 0 
Barker, Levy, and Cooper, do............... 101  5 0 

36315 0 
Remitted to London Agents for disposal by Sir Charles 
Nicholson........................................ 260 0 0 

Interest paid to Commercial Bank on overdrawn account 92 0 8 

Total amount of Expenditure .......................... -26,323 9 7 

Being in excess of Receipts........................................£1,755 12 1 

W Due to the Commercial Bank, thus 
To Debit Building Fund Account ..........2,462 9 9 
Less at Credit General Account .......... 706 17 8 

£1,755 12 1 

* To cover this, there are in the hands of the Bank 44 Government Debentures of 100 each, worth 

at this date 96 per cent., say £4,220. 

J. E. GRAHAM, Accountant STUART A. DONALDSON,) 
ROGER THERRY, 

Auditors. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

SYDNEY UNIVERSITY ROYAL CIIARTER. 
(DESPATCH IN REPLY TO ADDRESS RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 24 November, 1858. 

W. T)ENISON, Message No. 48. 

Governor General. 

The Governor General transmits herewith a copy of a Despatch with which 

he has been honored by the Secretary of State, acknowledging the receipt of an Address to 

the Queen from the Legislative Assembly, expressive of their thanks for the privileges 

conferred by the grant of a Royal Charter to the Sydney University. 

Government House, 

Sydney, 24 November, 1858. 

TUE SECRETARY or STATE FOR THE CoLoNIEs to GovERNoR SIR W. DENI50N. 

(No. 24.) Downing-street, 

SIR, 
26 August, 1858. 

I have received your Despatch, No. 84, of the 2nd June last, forwarding an 

Address to Her Majesty from the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, expressive of 
the gratitude with which that branch of the Legislature acknowledges the grant of the 

Royal Charter which has been conferred upon the Sydney University. 

I have to acquaint you that I have laid this Address before the Queen, and that Her 

Majesty was pleased to receive the same very graciously. 

I have, &c., 

E. B. LYTTON. 

GOVERNOR SIR W. DENISON, K. C. B., 

&c., &o., &e. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

BY-LAW OF ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE. 
(PASSED BY THE COUNCIL, 9 AU(UJST, 1858.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 16 September, 1858. 

By-Lw passed by the Council of St. John's Gollege, Angust 91h, 1858 

RESOLVsD - 

That of the five Trustees in whom the Land for the site of the College is to 
be veste1, the Council will appoint two, of whom one shall be a Clergyman and the other a 
Layman. 

P. M. O'CONNELL, 

Rector. 
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NE W SOUTH WALES. 

ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE ACT. 
(DESPATCHES AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Ltgslative Assembly to be Prtnted, 23 September, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 

New South Wales, dated 10 September, 1858, praying that His 

Excellency the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be 

laid upon the Table of this House,- 

1  A Copy of any Communications that may have passed 

" between the Government and any persons in this Colony in 

" reference to the St. John's College Act. 

A Copy of any Despatches or documents transmitted by 

" this Government to the Home Government in reference to the 

" said Act. 

A Copy of any Despatches or documents received by this 

" Government from the Home Government in reference to the 

" said Act." 

(Mr. Fauceti.) 

SCHEDULE. 
No. PAGE. 

The Governor General to the Secretary of State, 12 January, 1858, forwarding the St. 
John's College Act, together with letters from the Lord Bishop of Sydney, and the 
Attorney General on the subject .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 

The Secretary of State to the Governor General, 27 May, 1858, in. reply .. .. .. 4 
The Under Secretary to the Government to the Bishop of Sydney, 1st September, 1858, 
enclosing a copy of such reply .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. 5 

The Under Secretary to the Government to Archbishop Polding, 1 September, 1858, enclosing 
copy of Lord Stanley's Despatch .. .. .. .. -. .. .. .. .. S 

Abbot Gregory to the Colonial Secretary, 7 September, 1858, in reply .. .. .. .. 5 

The Under Secretary to Government to the Secretary to the Crown Law Officers, 6 
September, 1858, forwarding copy of Lord Stanley's Despatch .. .. .. .. 5 
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ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE ACT. 

No. 1. 

THE GovERNou GENERAL to THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Government house, 

Sydney, 12 January, 1858. 
SIR, 

1. I have the honor to forward herewith an Act of the Legislature of New 

South Wales, intituled "An Act to Incorporate St. John's Gollege as a (Jollege within the 

11  University of Sydney." In assenting to this Act, which I have done in the name and on the 

behalf of Her Majesty, I acted in the usual manner, by referring the enactment to the Law 

Officers for their report., whether there were any reasons which should induce me to refuse my 

assent or to reserve the Act for the notification of Her Majesty's pleasure. On their assurance 

that there were no reasons why the Act should not come into operation, I gave my assent 

to it. 

I have since received from the Bishop of Sydney the enclosed letter: he objects 

to the use of the term "the Archdiocese of Sydney," and to the title "the Roman Catholic 

"Archbishop of Sydney," in the fourth clause. 

Lord Grey, in a Despatch No. 117, dated 13th July, 1849, referring to some corres-

dence on a similar subject, forwarded by Sir Charles Fitz Roy in his Despatch No. 27, dated 

17th February, 1849, says, "I perceive with regret the intention which appears manifest 

" from the correspondence on the part of the Prelates of the Roman Catholic Church to 

" assume titles which it is out of the power of Her Majesty's Government to recognize." The 

Bisbop of Sydney, therefore, is erhaps right in saying that "the title" assumed by the 

Archbishop "has been formally rejected by Her Majesty's Secretary of State," though the 

prefix of "Roman Catholic" might possibly be considered a sufficient mark of distinction 

between it and the titles granted to Prelates of the Church of England. 

Having, however, submitted his Lordship's letter to the Attorney General for 

such remarks as he might think advisable to make, I have received from him the enclosed 

letter, explanatory of his views with relation to this subject; and I may also observe, with 

reference to what is stated therein, that had I received the Bishop's letter before I formally 

assented to the Act, I do not feel at all certain that I should have adopted the views which 

his Lordship has pressed upon me, or have reserved the enactment for Her Majesty's con-

sideration. . As it is, however, the only course now open to me is to submit the whole case 

for the decision of Her Majesty's Government. 

Since writing the foregoing I received a letter addressed by the Bishop of Sydney 

to yourself, which I now beg to enclose. 

I have &e., 

THE RIGHT HONORABLE W. DENISON. 

HENRY LABOUCHERE. 

[Enc'osure 1 in No. 1.] 

Sydney, 15 December, 1857. 
Sir, 

I observe by the public papers that an Act has passed the Houses of Parliament, 
intituled "An Act to Incorporate St. John's C'ollege, as a College within the University of 
Sydney,!' in which the title " Archbishop of Sydney," and the territorial designation 
Archdiocese of Sydney," are respectively employed in connexioa with the temporal mat-
ters of the Roman Catholic Community therein particularized. 

Considering that the appropriation of such terms in a public Act necessarily implies 
the admission of the title assumed by the chief dignitary of that communion in this Colony, 
and which I belieye to be incompatible with the law affecting such titles, and in contraven-
tion of the rights and prerogatives of the Crown, I do myself the honor to draw the atten-
tion of your Excellency thereto. 



ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE ACT. 

I have no wish to revive the controversy which was formerly maintained by my 
venerable predecessor in defence of the rightful claims of the Metropolitan of the Church of 
England, in opposition to the assumption of titles by foreign authority; but on this occa-
sion I deem it my duty, no less to your Excellency, as the Royal Represen'ative, than to my 
own office, to protest against any legal recognition being given to titles and designations 
which appear to me unconstitutional, and which have already been discountenanced by the 
Imperial Government. 

I submit to your Excellency that an " Archdiocese of Sydney" is as unknown to the 
law as an " Archbishop of Sydney." Her Majesty's Letters Patent, bearing date the 
twenty-fifth day of June, 1847, ordained and constituted certain portions of the Colony of 
New South Wales, including the City of Sydney, to be a Bishop's See and Diocese, " to be 
called the Bishopric of Sydney"; and by other Letters Patent, bearing date the 25th day of 
October, 1854, nominated and appointed us to be the Metropolitan Bishop thereof. I con-
tend, therefore, that the assumption of the title of "Archbishop of Sydney," and the use of 
the territorial designation " Archdiocese of Sydney," by a Prelate of the Church of Rome, 
ought not to be recognized by the Colonial Parliament. The title has, your Excellency is 
aware, been formally rejected by Her Majesty's Secretary of State, and it appears to me 
necessarily to follow, that the equivalent designation " Archdiocese of Sydney "is to all 
intents as exceptionable. 

Upon these grounds I most respectfully, but earnestly, present to your Excellency my 
remonstrance against the use and admission of the terms complained of in the before men-
tioned Act; and I humbly request that your Excellency will take the same into your 
serious consideration, when the said Act shall be submitted to your Excellency for Her 
Majesty's Assent. 

To His Excellency 
The Governor General. 

I have, &c., 
F. SYDNEY. 

[Enclosure 2 in No. 1.] 

AUorney General's office, 

Sir, 
8 January, 1858. 

Herewith I return the letter addressed to your Excellency by the Bishop of 
Sydney, in which his Lordship remonstrates against the use by the New South Wales 
Parliament in the St. John's College Incorporating Act of the terms " Archbishop " and 
" Archdiocese of Sydney," in connexion with the temporal matters of the Roman Catholic 
community. When the St. John's College Bill was submitted to me by your Excellency, 
in the usual course, for the purpose of advising whether or not there existed any reasons for 
withholding from it the Assent of the Crown, my attention was not drawn to the terms now 
complained of, nor, so far as I am aware, was any reference made to those terms when the 
Bill was passing through the Legislative Council and the Assembly. Had my attention, 
however, been turned in that direction, I should not have considered it my duty to advise 
your Excellency to do otherwise than assent to the Bill in question. - 

I am unable to agree with the Bishop of Sydney in the view submitted in his Lord-
ship's letter. In this Colony there is no Church established by law. The Crown has no 
authority, by parcelling out the Territory into Dioceses, and appointing Bishops, to invest 
those Bishops with any coercive powers whatever beyond those necessary for enforcing the 
internal discipline of the Church. Like Bishops of the Church of Borne, the Bishops of the 
Church of England in this Colony have jurisdiction in spiritual matters within their own 
Church, and no farther, and the erection of a Diocese in either case does no more than point 
out the Territorial limits within which that spiritual jurisdiction is to be exercised. In 
England the Bishop is the Ordinary, and be and the Clergymen under him are by law entitled 
to certain remuneration, to which all the lands within the Diocese are liable to contribute. 
It might therefore be regarded there as a matter of importance to protest against the assump-
tion by a Roman Catholic Bishop—whose position as a Bishop is recognized by the Church 
of England—of a title already held by a Bishop of that Church. But here there is nothing 
territorial in the English sense in the terms " Bishop," " Diocese," or " Archdiocese." 
The Bishop of Sydney is the Metropolitan, so far as regards his own Church, within the 
limits designated by the Queen. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Sydney is, so far as 
relates to the members of his Church, regarded by them as having jurisdiction within the 
limits which are comprised in his Archdiocese. In the point of view taken by me, I see no 
impropriety or inconsistency in the coexistence in this Colony of a Roman Catholic Bishop 
and a Bishop of the Church of England, with precisely the same designations, and exercis-
ing jurisdiction within exactly the same limits. I can see no difference between the case 
of a Roman Catholic Bishop exercising in this Colony jurisdiction over a "Diocese," and 
a Wcsleyan Clergyman exercising in the same place jurisdiction over a " Circuit." So far 
as the general public are concerned the two things are precisely alike. 

For these reasons I feel bound to state as in opinion that the Bishop of Sydney's 
remonstrance is one which in point of constitutional law cannot be upheld. 

His Excellency 
Sir W. T. Dcnison. 

I have; &., 
JAMES MARTIN, 

Attorney General. 

[Enclosure 
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4 ST. JOIIN'S COLLEGE ACT. 

[Enclosure 3 in .N. 1.1 
- Sydney, 8 January, 1858. 

Sir, 
I do myself the honor to forward herewith copy of a letter by me to Sir W. 

Denison, remonstrating against the admission of certain titles and designations applied t 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop in this Colony into an Act of Incorporation of a Roman 
Catholic College, and requesting His Excellency's consideration of the subject before grant- 
ing his assent to that Act on behalff Her Majesty. 

As, however, the Governor General had signified his assent to this Act, in the 
ordinary form, previous to my letter reaching Government House, I now beg leave respect-
fully to invite your attention to the subject, and to request that, should you see fit to approve 
of the representations I have felt it my duty to make, both with regard to the prerogatives 
of the Crown and the righful claims of the Metropolitan Bishop of this Province, you will 
be pleased to advise Her Majesty in the exercise of Her constitutional power to disallow the 

said Act;  so far as relates to the titles and designations therein contained. - 

I have, &c., 

The Right Honorable 
F. SYDNEY. 

Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
For the Colonies. 

No. 2. 

THE SEORETAP.Y OT STATE to THE GovERNoR GENERAL. 

Downing-street, 

27 May, 1858. 

Sin, 
I have received your Despatch No. 10, of the 12th of January last, forwarding 

an authenticated copy of a Private Act passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly of 

Now South Wales, and assented to by yourself in Her Majesty's name, entitled, "An Act to 

"Incorporate Saint Joli.n's CoLlege within. the University of Sydney," together with a letter 

of remonstrance from the Bishop of Sydney. 

The objections urged by the Bishop to this enactment have reference to the appella-

tion "Roman Catholic Archbishop of Sydney," which has been employed in the body of 

the Act to designate the Roman Catholic Archbishop; and also to the locality in which the 

Sydney University has been founded, being described as the Archdiocese of Sydney, and 

not as the "City of Sydney" or "Colony of New South Wales." 

Having considered the questions thus raised, and bearing in mind the previous 

Despatches which have passed upon the subject of the Roman Catholic Episcopate, I cannot 

but agree with the Bishop of Sydney that the Act requires amendment in the particulars 

to which he has called attention. 

By the Imperial Statute 14 and 15 Vict., cap., 60, the assumption of Territorial 

Titles in this country is prohibited to Roman Catholic Bishops as an interference with the 

Royal Prerogative; and, although the operation of this Act does not extend to Her 

Majesty's Colonial Possessions, it is desirable, for the avoidance of disputes which might 

otherwise arise, that uniformIty of practice should prevail throughout the Empire. 

I have likewise to point out to you that the use of the term "Archdiocese of Sydney" 

is substantially in contravention of the instructions contained in Lord Grey's Circular Des-

patch of the 27th of December, 1848, which enjoins, when documents are in question, that 

the words "Roman Catholic" shall not be omitted where mention is made of a Bishop of 

that Church. 

I should wish you therefore to propose to the local Legislature the amendment of 

the Act on the points to which I have adverted,, and I shall in the meantime defer submit- 

ing it to the Queen. 
I have, &c., 

GOVERNOR SIR WM. DENISON, K.C.B., 
STANLEY. 

&c., &C., &c, 

New South Wales. 

No. 3. 



ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE ACT. 

No.3. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE LORD BIsHoP OF SYDNEY. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 1 September, 1858. 

MY LORD, 
With reference to your Lordship's communication respecting the wording 

of a certain portion of the Act to incorporate St. John's College, I am directed by the Colo-

nial Secretary to transmit, for your information, a copy of a Despatch which has been 

received by His Excellency the Governor General from the Secretary of State on the sub- 

ject. 
1 have, &o., 

THE ItIGHT REVEREND W. ELYARD. 

THE LORD BisnoP or SYDNEY. 

No. 4. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to ARCHBISHOP POLDING. 

Colonial Secretary's tJffice, 

Sydney, 1 September, 1858. 

MOST REVEREND SIR, 
I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to transmit, for the information of 

your Grace, a copy of a Despatch which has been received by His Excellency the 

Governor General from the Secretary of State for the Colonies by the last mail, on the 

subject of the Act to incorporate St. John's College, and the designations which should 

be used in Acts of the Legislature in reference to Prelates of the Roman Catholic Church. 
I have, &c., 

THE MOST REVEREND W. ELYARD. 

ARCHBISHOP POLDING. 

No.5. 
ABBOT GREGORY to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Vicar General's Office, 

7 September, 1858. 

Siit, 
I have the honor, by direction of His Grace the Archbishop, to inform you 

that he has referred to the Council of St. John's College your letter of the 1st inst., enclos-

ing a copy of a Despatch which arrived in the last English mail from Lord Stanley, who 

therein acknowledges to have received, along with a letter from the Protestant Bishop of 

Sydney, the Act of Incorporation of St. John's College, assented to by His Excellency the 

Governor General on behalf of Her Majesty, and who, in reply, recommends that His 

Excellency propose to the local Legislature an amendment of the said Act, which is 

meantime withheld from Her Majesty's attention. 
I have, &e., 

THE HONORABLE H. G. ABBOT GREGORY. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 6. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE CROWN LAW OFFICERS. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 6 September, 1858, 

With reference to the Attorney General's letter of the 8th January last, I, 

am directed by the Colonial Secretary to transmit, for the information of the Crown Law 

Officers, a copy of a Despatch which has been received by the Governor General from the 

-.•-Scretary of State on the subject of the Act to Incorporate St. John's College. 
I have, &c., 

THE SECRETARY TO THE W. ELYARD. 

(iinwn LAW OPPICERS. 
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LcgtøIa1iDe amoctnblo. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

AFFILIATED COLLEGES PARTIAL EDO\YIIET ACT AIIEDIENT BILL. 
(WARDEN AND FELLOWS OF ST. PAUL'S COLLEGE.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 14 May, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the Warden and Fellows of St. Paul's College, within 
the University of Sydney,— 

SrIEWnTR :- 

1. That your Petitioners have heard, with great concern, that a Bill is before 
your Honorable House by which the 9th section of the Colleges' Endowment Act of 18 Vie-
toria will be repealed. 

2. That the said 9th sectioi was founded upon and gave Legislative enactment to a 
Resolution or By-law of the Senate of the University, passed in the previous year at the 
instance of a large body of persons, being supporters of the then projected Church of England 
College, and that upon the faith of that Resolution or By-law, and in reliance on its per-
manency, many individuals became subscribers to the funds of the College, and the Act was 
solicited and obtained by which St. Paul's was incorporated. 

3. Your Petitioners, therefore, have an interest in the continued existence of the 
naetment which is now sought to be repealed, and they submit to your Honorable House 

that under the circumstances the proposed repeal, without the consent of the Incorporated 
College, and without the substitution of any other enactment calculated to attain the same 
object, would not be just. 

Your Petitioners beg further to represent, that whether in themselves desirable or 
not, the By-law and enactment in question are not opposed to the Act which created and 
endowed the University, since that Act expressly states that the University was established 
for the advancement of morality and religion, and the By-law and enactment excluding no 
denomination, and imposing no confession of any particular faith, seek only to prevent the 
conferring of Honors or Degrees on those whom the law deems so opposed to religion and 
morality that it will not even permit them to be witnesses in a Court of Justice. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that the Bill now before your Honorable 
House may not be passed. 

The Warden and Fellows of St. Paul's College. 

By HENRY J. HOSE, M.A., 
Warden. 

Signed by order of the Council, this 6th of May, 1858. 
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tegsølatte øøembI. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

AFFILIATED COLLEGES PARTIAL EDO\Y1ENT ACT AIENB1ET BELL, 
(PROFESSORS OF THE FACULTY OF ARTS.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 14 May, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the Professors of the Faculty of Arts, in the 

University of Sydney,— 

SIIJWETII :- 

1. That your Petitioners are the Professors of the Faculty of Arts in the 
University of Sydney. 

That the Act of Incorporation declares, in its preamble, that the University of 

Sydney holds forth its encouragement for pursuing liberal learning to "all classes and 

"denominations, without any distinction whatever," and the twentieth clause of the same 

Act provides "That no religious test shall be administered to any person, in order to entitle 

"hina to be admitted as a Student of the said University, or to hold any office therein, or to 

"partake of any advantage or privelege thereof." 

That the ninth clause of the Affiliated Colleges Partial Endowment Act is, in the 

opinion of your Petitioners, a. violation of the fundamental principle of the University,—

for, were there otherwise a possibility of doubt as to the fair interpretation of the above 

recited twentieth clause of the Act of Incorporation, its meaning is distinctly defined and 

restricted by the following provisions, which permits a soltay interference with the principle 

of the enactment,—" Provided always that this enactment shall not be deemed to prevent 

the making of regulations for securing the due attendance of the Students for Divine 

"Worship at such Church or Chapel as shall be approved by their parents or guardians 

"respectively." 

That the ninth clause of the Affiliated Colleges Act gives power, in some cases, 

to the heads of Colleges, in others, to the Senate of the University, of virtually depriving a 

candidate of well-earned honors; for, whilst it admits of being liberally administered, it is 

equally capable of being used as an instrument of capricious and irresponsible tyranny. 

That the experience of ages shews that the imposition of religious tests is not 

conducive to religion and morality. Even in the ancient ecclesiastical foundations of the 

Mother Country they are now forbidden by statute. 

That your Petitioners have heard, with great satisfaction, that a Bill for the repeal 

of the ninth clause of the Affiliated Colleges Act has been introduced into your 1-lonorable 

House, and they would respectfully urge that the said Bill may be forthwith passed into law. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

JOHN WOOLLEY, D.C.L., 

Professor of Classical Literature and Logic. 

M. B. PELL, B.A., 

Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. 

J. SMITH, M.D., 

175— 
Professor of Chemistry and Experimental Physics. 
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Rraiolatixle Roornibiv. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

AFFILIATED COLLEGES PARTIAL EN9O\V1IIET ACTS 

(PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF.) 

Ordered b, the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 18 May, 1-858. 

To the Honorable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South 

ly\Tales in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the undersigned Professors, Graduates, and Undergraduates of the 

University of Sydney,— 

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETIT :- 

That your Petitioners, perceiving that a Member of your Honorable House has 

introduced a Bill for the amendment of the Affiliated Colleges Act, by repealing the 9th 

section thereof, are desirous of urging upon the attention of your Honorable House the 
propriety of adopting such amendment. - - 

That your Petitioners unhesitatingly declare that, in their opinion, the resolution of 

the Senate of the University of Sydney, to which legal permanency was sought to be given 

by the said 9th section, was in direct violation of the 20th section of the Incorporation Act 
of the University. 

That several of your Petitioners having left the Mother Country for the purpose of 

joining the said University, in the firm belief that the said 20th section of the Incorporation 

Act would remain inviolate, and others of your Petitioners having been induced to matriculate 

in the University upon the faith of the national character of the Institution, feel themselves 

aggrieved by the violation of the said 20th section of the Incorporation Act. 

That your Petitioners would respectfully urge upon your Honorable House the danger 

of allowing the Senate to enforce any resolutions at variance with, and in their operation 

fatal to, the fundamental principles of the University Charter. 

That your Petitioners would respectfully remind your Honorable House that in the 

ancient Universities of England the religious tests formerly enforced have been absolutely 

abolished by Act of Parliament, and that the Honors and Degrees conferred by those 

Universities may now be obtained by any of Her Majesty's subjects without the production 

of any certificate of religious attainments. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, respectfully request your Honorable House to pass the 

said Bill for the amendment of the Affiliated Colleges Act into law. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 30 ,Signatures.] 

1s9— 
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?Lelattbe goembig. 

NEW SOUTH WALE S. 

AFIL1ATED OLLEGES PARTIAL END\VIET ACT AIEDL\TT BILL. 
(PETITION OF PESBYTERIAN COLLEGE COMMITTEE.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 19 May, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition cf the undersigned,— 

JIUMBLY SnEwETIr - 

That Petitioners have heard with alarm and regret that it is proposed to expunge the 
words "systematic religious instruction" from the preamble of the Affiliated Colleges 
Amendment Bill. 

That Petitioners, and others, are preparing to erect an Affiliated College in which 
"systematic religious instruction," in accordance with the Westminster Standards, shall be 
given to all Presbyterians who may be pleased to attend. 

That Petitioners would not think of subscribing towards the erection of a College to 
teach only Literature and Science; the great object which they desire to secure is, "systematic 
religious instruction," as in their opinion the domestic supervision of Students should always 
be combined with systematic religious instruction. 

Petitioners respectfully pray, therefore, that the words " systematic religious instruc-
tion" may not be expunged; and that your Honorable Assembly will not adopt any measure 
that can prevent, or be interpreted to prevent, the Members of the Presbyterian Church from 
receiving aid towards the erection of a College within the University in which systematic 
religious instruction, in accordance with the Westminster Standards, may be openly and 
honestly given. 

Signed at Sydney, this eighteenth day of May, 1858, in the name and by authority 

of the Presbyterian College Committee, 
PROS. BARKER, 

Chairman. 
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LcMatibe Rooemb1p. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

AFFILIATED COLLEGES PARTIAL ErDO\ViEfçT ACT MdEDIET BILL 
(MINISTER, &c., OF PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION AT BALMAIN.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 26 May, 1858. 

To the honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of the undersigned Minister and Office Bearers of the Congrega-
tion of Presbyterians at Balmain,-.— 

HUMBLY SHEWETH :- 

That your Petitioners being earnestly desirous that Presbyterians generairy 
throughout the Colony may be enabled to co-operate for the establishment of a Presbyterian 

College in connexion with the University of Sydney, have observed with regret that this 
most desirable object is prevented by the occurrence of the words " Systematic Religious 
Instruction" in the third line of the preamble of the Affiliated Colleges Act, as these words 

sanction and establish the principle that it is the right and duty of the State to support 

religion, or to maintain religious bodies of the most opposite sentiments from the public 

Treasury,—a principle to which a large number of conscientious Presbyterians in the Colony 
strongly object. 

That while these words exclude a iery considerable portion of the Presbyterians 

of the Colony from the benefits of the Act—preventing them from co-operating with others 

in carrying out its provisions—they are of no real value or importance to any of the other 

religious denominations that have already established, or are now establishing, Colleges-
under the Act. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Honorable House will be pleased 
to allow the words " Systematic Religious Inslrztction " to be omitted in the preamble of the 
amended Act. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 8 Signatures.] 

220— 
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?Lcf1atibe (cmbl. 

NEW SOTJT.H WALES. 

AFFILIATED COLLEGES PARTIAL EDOWIET ACT MI1ENDIET BILLS 
(MEMBERS OF VARIOUS RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS, SYDNEY.) 

Ordered by the Legielath,e Assembly to be Pdnted, 26 May, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 
TUbe Petition of the undersigned, Members of various Religious Denominations in the City 

of Sydney, in Public Meeting assembled,— 
HUMBLY SUEWTH 

That as it is declared in the Preamble of the Affiliated Colleges Act to be 
one of the objects of these Institutions to supply " Systematic Religious Instruction" to 
their students, and to do so at the public expense, the Act recognises and establishes the 
principle that it is the right and the duty of the State to support religion from the public 
Treasury. 

That several entire denominations of Protestant Christians—in particular the Inde.. 
pendents, the Baptists, and the United Presbyterians__repudiate and reject this principle, as 
unwarranted by the Word of God, and injurious to the best interests of the Christian 
Religion. 

That so long as the words "Systematic Religious Instruction" are retained in the 
Preamble of the Act, all these denominations are virtually excluded from all participation in 
its benefits, and prevented from co-operating, as they would otherwise do, in the establishment 
of Colleges in connection with the University. 

That the words in question are also a snare and a stumbling-block to many other 
conscientious Presbyterians, as they recognise and establish the principle of indiscriminate 
Religious Endowment, which they repudiate and reject. 

That while the retention of these words in the Preamble of the Act operates as a 
serious grievance to certain classes of the community, and an Act of exclusion to others, 
their ommission can in no way affect any of the Colleges already established, or about to be 
established, in connection with the University. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Honorable House will expunge 
the words "Systematic Religious Instruction" from the Preamble of the Affiliated Colleges 
Act.  

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 94 Signatures.] 

Sydney 17 May, 1858. - 
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1Lcilatte (%.Cmbl!. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE IN CONNEXIOI\' WITH SYDNEY UNIVERSITY1 

(PETITION RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHMENT OF, FROM REV. J. P. LANG, D.P.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 29 June, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of John Dunmore Lang, Doctor of Divinity, and Senior Minister 

of the Scots Church, Sydney,— 

HUMBLY SLIEWETII :— 

That your Petitioner took a zealous and active part, as a Member of the late 

Legislative Council, in passing the Affiliated Colleges' Act, in the year 1854. 

That it is, therefore, accordant with the personal knowledge of your Petitioner that 

the main object of the framers of that Act, as far as it referred to the Presbyterians or the 
Colony, was to render the boon which it held forth, in the shape of land and public money, 

for the erection of a college equally available for all Presbyterians whatsoever, without 

distinction of any kind. 

That certain Presbyterian Ministers and Laymen have, nevertheless, been endeavouring 

for some time past to defeat this benevolent intention of the Legislature, and to restrict to a 

chosen few what was thus beneficently intended for all. 

That with this view a series of preliminary meetings, to prepare a plan or prospectus 

for a Presbyterian College, and to draw up resolutions on the subject for a public meeting, 

was held from time to time in this city, in a private and underhand manner; from all of 

which preliminary meetings your Petitioner, although the senior Presbyterian Minister in 

the Colony, and the only one who had çver been publicly identified with the cause of 

education, was carefully excluded. 

That a public meeting of the Presbyterians of the Colony was accordingly held, at 

the instance of these persons, in the City of Sydney, on the 5th of April last; at which a 

series of resolutions, embodying a plan or prospectus, and proposing a Committee of Manage-

meat, was submitted to the meeting,; but that, contrary to all established precedent in such 

cases, these resolutions had never been published beforehand, but were carefully concealed 

till the hour of meeting from the thirty thousand Presbyterians whom it concerned. 

That your Petitioner being earnestly desirous that a Presbyterian College should be 

established on a broad and popular basis, in accordance with the spirit of the Colleges' Act, 

and with what he knew to be the intentions of its framers, attended the said public meeting, 

and offered to move an amendment, of which he had given previous notice in the Daily 

Papers, on the firt of the said resolutions ; but that, contrary to time rules and practice of 

all public meetings throughout the British Empire, he was authoritatively silenced by the 

Chairman, and no discussion of an kind was allowed; the resolutions, which had been 

concocted clandestinely, being thus publicly carried by a coup d'etat. 

340— 
That 
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That, at the insta.nce of those Presbyterians who felt aggrieved at these anomalous 

proceedings, another public meeting of the Presbyterians of the Colony was held on the 

twelfth of April last, at which another series of resolutions was passed, in accordance with 

the spirit of the Colleges' Act, and another Committee appointed; and that both of these 

Committees are now appealing to the public, and raising funds for a Presbyterian College 
under that Act. 

That the anomalous and unwarrantable proceedings above detailed have tended greatly 

to aggravate and perpetuate, instead of healing, the existin divisions of the Presbyterian 

Communion, as it was confidently expected that united action on the common ground of a 

Presbyterian College would otherwise have done; and that many zealous and influential 

friends of education, of the Presbyterian Communion, dissatisfied with this state of things, 

are standing aloof from the movement altogether, and refusing to contribute to either 
Committee. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honorable House will institute 

an inquiry into the truth of these allegations, and take such further steps in the matter as 
to your Honorable House shall seem fit. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c., &c., &c. 

JOHN DTJNMORE LANG, D.D.Sydne21, 25 Jmne, 1858. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

PROPOSED PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE. 
(PETITION FROM THE REVEREND JOHN DTJNIIORE LANG, PD.) 

REPORT FROM THE SELECT CO1\'iMITTEE 

ON THE 

PROPOSED PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE; 
(PETITION FROM THE REVEREND JOHN DTJNMORE LANG, PD.) 

TOGETREU WITU 

THE PHOCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE, 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 

AND APPENDIX. 

ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED, 

30 September, 1858. 

SYDNEY: 
PRINTED BY WILLIAM HANSON, GOVERNMENT PRfl'TTER 
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EXTRACTS FROM TUE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VOTES No. 57.. TUESDAY, 13 JULY, 1858. 

3. Proposed Presbyterian College:—Mr. Gordon moved, pursuant to notice,— 
That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the 

Statements and Allegations made in a Petition from the Reverend John Dunmore 
Lang, P. P., relative to the proposed Presbyterian College. 

That such Committee consist of Mr. Hay, Dr. Aldcorn, Mr. Jones, Mr. Buckley, 
Mr. Marks, Mr. Richardson, Mr. Dickson, Mr. Robertson, Mr. Forster, and the Mover. 
Debate ensued. 
And Mr. Smith having required that the proposed Committee, if granted, be appointed 
by Ballot,— 
Question,—_That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon 
the Statements and Allegations made in a Petition from the Reverend John 
Dunmore Lang, P. D., relative to the proposed Presbyterian College,—put and 
passed;— 
Whereupon the House proceeded to the Ballot ;— 
And Mr. Macarthur tendering to the Clerk a List of Members for whom he desired 
to vote;— 
And the Clerk declining to receive the same, on the ground that Mr. Macarthur was 
not in the House when the Question was put for the appointment of the Committee,.—
And Mr. Macarthur requesting the Speaker's decision in the matter,— 
The Speaker ruled, that the objection taken by the Clerk was a valid one, on the 
parliamentary principle—that to be entitled to vote, a Member must be present when 
the Question is put;— 
Upon which Mr. Donaldson, declaring that he also was absent when the Question 
was put, withdrew the list he had given in to the Clerk ;—. 
And the Ballot being concluded, the Speaker declared the following Members to 
be, with the Mover, the Committee duly appointed, viz. :—Mr. Jones, Mr. Hay, 
Pr. Aldeorn, Mr. Forster, Mr. Richardson, Mr. Dickson, Mr. Buckley, Mr. Robertson, 
and Mr. Marks. 

VOTES No. 69. TUESDAY, 3 AUGUST, 1858. 

4. Attendance of Member of Legislative Council:—Mr. Gordon moved, That the following 
Message be carried to the Legislative Council 

The Legislative Assembly having appointed a Select Committee to inquire 
into the proposed Presbyterian College, and that Committee being desirous to examine 
the Honorable Francis Lewis Shaw Merewether, Esq., in reference thereto, begs to 
request that the Legislative Council will give leave to its said Member to attend 
accordingly, on such day and days as shall be arranged between him and the said 
Committee. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
Sydney, 3 August, 1858. Speaker. 

Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 70. WEDNESDAY 4 AUGUST, 1858. 

4. Messages :—The Speaker reported that whilst the ouse was in Committee, the follow-
ing Messages were received from the Legislative Council 

(4.) Attendance of Member of Legislative Council:— 

MR. SPEAKER, 
In answer, to the Message from the Legislative Assembly, dated the 3rd instant, 

requesting leave for the Honorable Francis Lewis Shaw Merewether, a Member of 
the Legislative Council, to attend and be examined before a Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly appointed to inquire into the" Proposed Presbyterian College," 
the Council acquaints the Legislative Assembly that leave has. been granted to Mr. 
Merewether to attend and be examined by the said Committee, if he think fit. 
1.egislatiee. Council (Yhanzber, . . W. W. BURTON, 

Sydney, 4 August, 1858. President. 

VOTES No. 98. TrnJRDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1858. 
7. Proposed Presbyterian College :—Mr. Gordon, as Chairman, brought up the Report 

from, and laid.upOn the Table the Evidence taken before the Slect Committee 
appointed on the 13th July last, to inquire into and report upon the statements and 
allegations made in a petition from the Rev. John Dunmore Lang, D.D., relative to 
the proposed Presbyterian College. 
Ordered to be printed. 
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PROPOSED PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE. 

(PETITION FROM THE REV. JOHN DTJM[ORE LANG, D.D.) 

REPORT. 

TUE SELECT COMMITTEE of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 13th of July, 1858, 

" to inquire into and report upon the .statemeots and allegations made in a Petition 

"Irons the Revd. John Dunniore Lang, D.D., relative to the proposed Presbyterian 

11 College," have agreed to the following Report 

Your Committee in the course of their inquiry have examined as witnesses the gen. Revd . P. Lang, D.P. 
Hon. F. L. S. Merewether 

tiemen named in the margin, whose evidence will be found appended hereto, and have M. L. C. 

had their attention directed to various documents having reference to the matter, and 
Eevd. Wm. Lumsdaine. 

after the most careful consideration are of opinion that the statements and allegations of the N. P. Stenhouse, Esq 
Ileyd. A. Salmon. 

petitioner are in the main satisfactorily proved. Revd. Hugh Darling. 
R. O'Connor, Hoq. 

Your Committee have ascertained that the Afilliated Colleges Partial Endowment Act 

provides that the advantages it offers shall be open alike to all denominations of Religionists 

that may comply with the provisions thereof, and they conceive that the fact, that the Bill 

when first introduced into the late Legislative Council contained a clause restrictifig such 

advantages to the four denominations then receiving State support, and was there altered to 

the shape of the present Act, places it beyond doubt that the Law, as it now stands, was 

adopted advisedly. 

Your Committee are, nevertheless, of opinion that the Legislature did not intend 

pledging the Government to aSsist more than one College for the Presbyterians, or for any 

other denomination of Religionists, and, therefore, that the constitution of a College for that 

denomination should, to accord with the spirit of the Act, be framed on a basis sufficiently 

wide to include every section of Presbyterians. 

Your Committee regret that the procedure complained of by your petitioner, not only 

failed to provide that such should be the case, but was evidently intended directly to 

exclude the Presbyterians attached to the Synod of New South Wales. That such was 

the intention, is placed beyond doubt by the admitted facts :— 

lst,—That while Ministers of the Synod of Australia, and of the Synod of Eastern 

Australia, and the only Minister of the United Presbyterian Church, as well 

as Ministers of the Congregational Denomination, were invited to co-operate 

in the preliminary arrangements for the Meeting which took place on the 5th 

of April last, for the purpose of taking measures for the establishment of a 

Presbyterian College,—not only were the Ministers of the Synod of New South 

Wales excluded from any such proper courtesy, but the petitioner, who is the 

senior Minister of the Presbyterian Church of the Colony, was actually pre-

vented from taking part in the proceedings of that Meeting. 

2nd,—That although the Committee appointedby the Public Meeting of the 12th 

and 19th April, to endeavour to obtain the united action of the Presbyterians 

of the Colony in support of a Presbyterian College, addressed on the 22nd 

April, to the Committee, that had been appointed on the 5th April, an appli-

cation for a conference of the two Committees; and subsequently on the 12th 

May, in compliance with the request of that Committee, furnished their 

objections to the scheme propounded by the Committee of the 5th April, 

stich conference was eventually refused. 
in 
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In the course of their investigation your Committee have discovered with some 
surprise, that while all denominations were placed on precisely the same footing by the Affiliated 
Colleges Partial Endowment Act, passed on the 2nd December, 1854, a deed of grant, 
issued to the Senate of the University on the 18th January, 1855, intended to convey 
certain lands to that body for carrying out the objects of the University and Affiliated Colleges 
Partial Endowment Acts, purports to restrict the benefits of these Acts as regards the land 
proposed to be made available to merely four denominations, and among them to the Church 
of Scotland, thereby excluding a large majority of the Presbyterians of the Colony from all 
right and title to the said land. Your Committee cannot concur with Mr. Merewether that 
this restriction, which appears to them clearly illegal, was intentional on the part of the 
Governnient; they are rather of opinion, with the petitioner and Mr. Stenhouse, that it 
was a mere oversight of the draftsman who drew up the deed of grant. On the grounds, 
however, not only of its illegality, but because it seems to interfere with the establishment of a 
Presbyterian College on a broad and liberal basis in conformity with the Act, your Com-
mittee would recommend either that the deed of grant be revoked, or an Act of the Legis-
lature passed to correct the mistake. 

In conclusion, your Committee farther recommend that the Legislature should refuse 
to pass any Act for the Incorporation of a Presbyterian College, as contemplated under the 
Affiliated Colleges Partial Endowment Act, until steps have been taken de novo by the 
parties concerned, and in particular until the above recommendation has been complied with, 
or fully considered by the Legislature. 

SAMUEL DEANE GORDON, 
Chairman. 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
iSydney, 30th September, 1858. 

PRO CE E DI LG S 



4469 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

WEDNESDAY,21 JULY, 1858 

Iflcuthtvø 1Jreent: 
Mr. Gordon, Mr. Richardson., 
Mr. Aldcorn, Mr. Buckley, 
Mr. Dickson, Mr. Marks, 
Mr. Forster, Mr. Robertson. 

Mr. Gordon was called to the Chair. 

Committee deliberated as to their course of procedure, and it was Resolved 
"That the Reverend Dr. Lang be summoned before the Committee, as a witness, 

for Friday next, for the purpose of. initiating the inquiry." 

[Adjourned till Friday next, at ito if-past Tes o'clock] 

FRIDAY, 23 JULY, 1858. 

iflmbevø 1jtYtcnt :— 
S. D. Gordon, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Marks, Mr. Robertson, 
Mr. Aldcorn, Mr. Richardson, 

Mr. Buckley. 

The Reverend Dr. Lang, Petitioner, examined. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday, 4 proximo, at Twelve o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 4 AUGUST, 1858. 

By direction of the Chairman, the Meeting of the Committee convened for this day 

[Postponed till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 6 AUGUST, 1858. 

JJUembtvø Uvcent :— 
S. D. Gordon, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Richardson, I Mr. Aldcorn, 
Mr. Marks. 

The Reverend Dr. Lang, Petitioner, present in the Room during the examination 
of the witnesses. 

The Honorable F L. S. Merewether, Vice-Provost of the University, attending by 
permission of the Legislative Council, and the Reverend John Dougal, examined. 

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 13 AUGUST, 1858. 

iLttsubev 1Jvint 
S. D. Gordon, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Marks, Mr. Richardson, 
Mr. Buckley, Mr. Aldcorn. 

The Reverend Dr. Lang present in the Room during the examination of the witness. 
The Reverend John M' Gibbon examined. 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 17 AUGUST, 1858. 

JUembero 1Jrtent :— 
S. P. Gordon, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Marks, Mr. Buckley, 
Mr. Aldcorn, Mr. Richardson, 

Mr. Dickson. 

The Reverend Dr. Lang present in the Room during, the examination of the witnesses. 

The Reverend William Lurnsdaine, and Mr. N. D. Sten1o'use, Solicitor, examined. 

[Adjourned till Friday, 27th instant)  at Eleven o'clock.] 

415—b FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, 27 4UGUST, 1858. 

£fltrnbtr Jvtnt :— 
S. P. Gordon, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Marks, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Aldcorn. 

The Reverend Dr. Lang present in the Room during the examination of the witnesses. 

The Reverend Alexander Salmon, and the Reverend .Hi,9l Darling, examined. 
The Chairman then brought under the notice of the Committee the transer?bed 

evidence given by the Revd. J. M'Uibbon, on the 13th instant, in which, according to certain 
instructions given to the shorthand writer in attendance upon the Committee on that day, a 
long statement appeared, and desired the opinion of the Committee as to the advisability of 
printing the same as part of his evidence. 

Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :— 
"That before coming to any decision relative to this matter it is expedient to take 

"the evidence of the Clerk of the Assembly thereupon. 
Whereupon Mr. R. 0' (]Onnor, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, examined. 
Committee further deliberated, and it was Resolved,— 
"(1.) That after hearing the evidence of Mr. O'Connor upon this point, the Com-

mittee are of opinion that the said statement should not be printed as part 
" of Mr. M'Gibbon's evidence. 

('(2.) That the Clerk of Select Committees do expunge the same therefrom 
11  accordingly." 

Committee then deliberated, and it was Resolved :— 
That sufficient evidence has now been taken for the purposes of this inquiry. 
That after the evidence is printed, the Chairman shall at his earliest con-
" venienee call a meeting of the Committee for the purpose of considering 
ee a Draft Report." 

[A djourned.] 

FRIDAY, 24 SEPTEi1[BER, 1858. 

lembcrø IJrccnt :— 
S. D. Gordon, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Robertson, I Mr. Richardson, 
Mr. Forster. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee a Draft Report. 
Draft Report, proposed by the Chairman, read 10. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made (Mr. Forster) and Question—" That the Report be now read 2° and 

considered Paragraph by Paragraph"—agreed to. 
Introductory Paragraph read and agreed to without amendment. 
Paragraph 1 read, considered, verbally amended, and agreed to. 
Paragraph 2 read, and verbally amended. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made and Question proposed, "That this Paragraph, as verbally amended, stand 

" part of the proposed Report." 
Deliberation continued. 

Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. No, 1. 

Mr. Richardson, Mr. Forster. 
Mr. Robertson, 

Paragraph, as verbally amended, agreed to accordingly. 
Paragraph 3 read. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made and Question put—" That this Paragraph stand part of the proposed 

Report." 

Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. No, 1. 

Mr. Richardson, Mr. Forster. 
Mr. Robertson, 

Paragraph agreed to accordingly. 
Paragraphs 4 and 5 read, considered, and agreed to without amendment. 
Paragraphs 6, 7, and 8 read, considered, amended, and agreed to. 
Motion then made and Question—" That this Report, as amended, be the Report of 

" the Committee"— agreed to. 
Chairman requested to Report to the House. 
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Friday, 23 July, 1858. 

The Reverend Dr. Lang, Petitioner . . 
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.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. 29 
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1858. 

31rlatiUe A5%emblp, 

NE W SOUT1-I WALES. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

TAKEN BEFORE 

THE SELECT COMMiTTEE 

ON 

PROPOSED PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES 
(PETITION OF THE REVEREND JOHN DUNMORE LANG, D.D.) 

FRIDAY, 23 JULY, 1858. 

l3vcøtnt :— 

MR. ALDCORN, MR. MARKS, 
MR. BUCKLEY, MR. RICHARDSON, 
MR. GORDON, MR. ROBERTSON. 

SAMUEL DEANE GORDON, ESQ., IN THE CHAI1. 

The Reverend John Dunmore Lang, D. D., called in and examined :- 
By the C'liairman: Were you a Member of the Legislative Council when the Affiliated The rev,. 

Colleges Act was passed ? I was; in the year 1854. J. D.  ang,. 
Will you be good enough to inform the Committee, to the best of your recollection, what 

took place on that occasion, as far as the Presbyterians were concerned? The Affiliated 23 July, 1858.. 
Colleges Bill was introduced by the Governnient,—the Colonial Treasurer for the time being, 
Mr. Mcrewether, and the Solicitor General, Mr. Manning, having charge of it. Before it 
was brought to a first reading, a copy of it was laid on the Table of the House for the inspec-
tion of those Members who felt interested in the subject. I, naturally, looked into it, and 
found what I thought two very objectionable clauses in the Bill. This is a copy of the Bill 
as it was originally submitted to the Council, for the first reading, on the 2nd of November, 
1854. Before this Bill, however, was submitted to the House for the first reading, I 
happened to spend an evening at the Speaker's (Sir Charles Nicholson); and, in the presence 
of Mr. Merewether (the officer having charge of the Bill on the part of the Government), and 
of the Reverend Dr. Woolley and Professor Smith, of the University, Sir Charles asked me 
what I thought of the Colleges Bill. I told him I approved of it generally, with one 
exception, viz., a clause which I found in the Preamble of the Bill, and repeated virtually 
in the first clause of it. I have marked the passages I objected to on this copy of the Bill, 
which I beg to hand in. (The Witness handed in the same.) The first is to the following 
effect :-" Whereas it is expedient to encourage and assist the establishment of Affiliated 
Colleges, within the University of Sydney, by the religious denominations now ordinarily 

It receiving pecuniary aid from the Legislature, in which Colleges," &c. That is in the 
Preamble. Then again, in the first clause of the Bill, this is virtually repeated, in the 
following form :-" Whenever any College shall have been established, and incorporated 
" by any Act of the Governor and Council, as a Church of Enqland, or Reman Catholic, 
or Church of Scotland, Weslean Methodist College," &e. ; thereby virtually restricting 
the boon which the Bill was intended to afford to those denominations that received support 
from the State. I then stated, in the presence of the gentlemen I have named, that the 
presence or absence of this restricting clause would not in any way affect either the Church 
of England or the Roman Catholics, as those bodies were under a sort of monarchical govern. 
Inent, the head of each being absolute, virtually; but that the Presbyterian ecclesiastical 

4 15B constitution 
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The Rev, constitution being formed on a republican basis, and Presbyterians generafly being very 
J. P. Lang, sensitive on the subject of the connection between Church and State, they were broken up, 

through that circumstance alone, into various distinct bodies, and the clause I objected to 

23 
Jul 1858 would only have the effect of aggravating and perpetuating the distinctions and alienations, 

and embittering the evil feeling that thus existed among them, instead of healing those 
divisions, which it was exceedingly desirable that the establishment of a Presbyterian College 
should do, and which, I thought, it was calculated to accomplish, if the matter were properly 
arranged; for, although the Presbyterians of the Colony were all united in opinion as to 
doctrine, discipline, and worship, the question of the connection of Church and State—so 
vital a question to Presbyterians generally—had divided the small number of Presbyterians 
in this Colony into three different sections, or denominations, and to these three a fourth has 
since been added. I added, that if this restricting clause were retained, it would only 
perpetuate and aggravate the feelings of alienation which this state of things had produced; 
and I should, therefore, hold it my duty to oppose the Bill in every stage of its progress; 
but if these clauses were struck out, so as to leave the establishment of a college equally 
open to all Presbyterians, I should give it my hearty support. There was no remark made 
on the occasion by any of the gentlemen present. They listened to me with great interest 
and attention, but said nothing. The circumstance I allude to took place on a Monday 
evening; and on the Wednesday following, before the Bill had been submitted to the House 
at all, Sir Charles Nicholson, when the House was in Committee, came over to the seat 
I occupied, and informed me that, on the intervening day, Tuesday, there had been a meeting 
of the Senate of the University, (of which he was Provost at the time), and he was hapy 
to inform me that the Senate had agreed, at that meeting, to strike out the clauses to which I 
objected. After this the Bill was submitted for the first reading; but Mr. Merewether stated 
the substance of what I have mentioned in the preliminary remarks he made on the occasion, 
which I would beg to read. The first reading of the Bill took place on the 2nd November, 
1854, and this is the report in the Herald of the following day. (The Witness /ie,'e read the 

repo)-t if M. Merewcthei"s speech from the SYDNEY MORNING HERALD of the 3rd Hovember, 
1854.) Then there were some remarks from myself, expressive of my approval of the object of 
the Bill. The Bill was then read a first time, with a Govertiment pledge that these objec-
tionable clauses should be struck out. There was a further objection that I made to the Bill in 
Committee The third clause originally stood in this form :-" Every such Principal shall be 
a minister of the religious denomination in connection with which the College to which 
he belongs shall have been established "—and so on. I stated, in Committee, that this, as 
I conceived, would be an unnecessary restriction upon the Presbyterian community of this 
Colony; that in the ancient University of St. Andrew's,—the oldest in Scotland, which had 
originally three Colleges, two of which were subsequently united—Sir David Brewster, a 
layman, but a man of European fame, was Principal of one of these Colleges; and I thought 
it would be desirable for the Presbyterians of this Colony to have the power of placing at 
the head of their institution a man of so high a standing in the European world, although 
a layman. I did not make a formal amendment, however, but Mr. Martin immediately took 
up my idea, and proposed an amendment, to strike out that portion of the clause which I 
have quoted; but that amendment, which I seconded and spoke in favor of, was lost in 
Committee. However, after the B-ill had passed the second reading, and the Committee, 
Mr. Martin brought forward a motion for its re-committal, on that ground alone, expecting 
that when the House should be more numerous than it had been when this amendment was 
lost he would be able to carry it, and it was re-committed accordingly, I think, on the 30th of 
November—having been read a second time on the 22nd. The amendment was then carried; 
so that in the Act, as passed by the Legislature, this restriction disappears. In proof of the 
truth of what I have stated, in regard to the concern of the Government with the alterations 
of the clauses that I objected to in the first instance, I beg to hand in a second edition of 
the Bill headed, "To be proposed Sq  the Solicitor General in substitution for the .First Bill." 
('I'/ie Witness handed in the same) But 'as the Bill was too limited in this form to embody 
the different clauses required to be put into it, a third edition of it was prepared and 
substituted for the second, by the Solicitor General, before the second reading,—a copy of 
which I beg to hand in. (P/ic Witness handed in the sonic.) In this edition the Principal is 
required, by the fifth clause, to be "a minister of the religious denomination in connection 
with which the College to which he belongs shall have been established;" for it was after 
the second reading that that restriction was thrown out. I stated in Committee, as the 
ground of my objection, that it was not at all necessary, as far as the Presbyterians were 
concerned, that the Principal of the College should be a Professor of Divinity; that it would 
be requisite that there should be a Theological Faculty for the training up of young men for 
the ministry, as part and parcel of the College; but that there was no reason at all why the 
Principal of the College—the person who was to take charge of the discipline of the institution, 
and to superintend the studies of the young men attending the University for general 
education—should be a Professor of Divinity. There was rather a reason why he should not; 
for, as my late brother-in-law, Mr. Baillie, had died very shortly before the Colleges Bill had 
been introduced, and had left the whole of his property, subject to the life-rent of his widow, 
for the endowment of two Professorships in a Presbyterian College in Sydney, it was evident, 
at that time, that the establisment of a Theological Faculty for the training up of 
candidates for the ministry would be quite practicable in any Presbyterian College, whether 
the Principal was a minister or not. It was with this understanding that the clause was 
re-considered, and that it was left open to the Presbyterians to elect as Principal for their 
College either a minister or a layman, as they might think proper. And as it was only the 
Presbyterians, in their divided state, that the original clauses I had objected to could affect 
in any way, it was entirely to suit their particular case that these alterations were made in 
the original Bill. 

3. 
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Are you aware that a grant of land has passed to the Senate of the University, for the The Rev. 
purpose of establishing Affiliated Colleges? I am. I was not aware till very recently of J. D. bang,  
the terms of that grant - 

1 was abOut to ask you if you are aware of the terms on wbih that grant was passed to 23 Jul 1858 
the Senate of the University? I am. And it i very evident that the deed of gr was 
drawn up by some clerk who was not aware of what had taken place so-  shortly before, in 
connection with the Affiliated Colleges Act. The Deed• of Grant appears to have been 
founded on the first cdition of the Colleges Bill. The Colleges Act was passed on the second 
of December, 1854, with all the amendñients I have enunierated, and the grant to the 
University, ignoring these amendments, was passed on the 23rd of January followidg. New, 
it was not competent for the Governor of this Colony to pass C deed of grant to the 
University in the face of the At of the Legisldture to which he had himself given his 
assent six weeks before. That was ?ili'a aires, onthe part of the Governor; the grant being 
issued in the face of the Act of the Legislature Previously passed and assented to by the 
Governor. This great blunder, in my opiaion—and I offer it very humbly—would prove 
fatal to the legal character of the deed in any Law Court. 
I was about to have put the question to you, how you reconcilC the terms of this deed of 

grant with the statement you have previously thade with regard to the striking otat of these 
clauses from the original draft of the Bill? The only tIliOg I can say on the subject is, that 
it was a great blunder eothmitted by the GOveruthent for wlich they the e±clusively 
responsible. It is quite impossible to reconcile the two, and the-deed of grant is vii'tually a 
nonentity. 

I find this deed of grant is restricted to the four denominations receiving State aid, which 
restriction you have previously stated was struck out of the Bill ? It is so. it is evident 
that the clerk, or other person, who drew up the deed of grant had only before bm, or only 
consulted, the first edition of the Bill, which was tejected by the Government., the Senate of 
the University itself, and the Legislature. And I cannot conCeive how the Senate of the 
University, and the Professors of that body, should have had a. deed of grant in their posses-
sion fur more than three years containing, and without discoverilig it, so great a blunder, 
that seems to be fatal to its legal vahie. 

: 
After the passing of the Affiliated Colleges' Act, did you take any steps for the establish-

ment of a College in connection with it? I did not in the first idstCncd, bOcause I thought 
it was proper that the portion of the Presbyterian Church in cdnneetion with the State 
should initiate the measure, and I kept in abeyance till they should bring forward Some inesure 
of the kind, in order to hold them to the conditions of the Coildges Act, as passed by the 
Legislatuie, but when 1 found that nothing was done after a number of piivate meetings, 
for nearly a twelve month, I did announce my intention of appealing to the public on the 
subject . .. .. 

In your opinion, what ought to have been the corn-se pursued, in accordance with Act of 
Council, for the establishment of a Presbyterian College ? Nothiag ought to have been done 
in the matter in secret or clandestinely. There ought to have been in ihtimatiOn requesting 
the attendance of all, whether ministers or laymen, who were intdtetted in the natter; to 
draw up resolutions in accordance with the Colleges Act. That, laouever, was dot done. 
There were numerous meetings held, but they were confined to a chosen fea—cert.tin ministers 
and laymen, who were invited individually; and from all these theetings I, although the 
senior Presbyterian Minister in the Colony, and the one who had been all along most con-
nected with academical education, was carefully excluded. At last a; public meeting as 
called, and was held on the 5th of April last, I attCdded that meeting, and announced 
beforehand, in the Herald and Empire of that morning, an amendment which I meant to 
propose upon the first resolution to be submitted to the meeting, whatever it was. There 
were no proposed resolutions published before the meeting. I was totally in ignOrance of 
what was to be done or proposed; but from the quarter flora which the notice of meeting 
emanated, I suspected it was not intended to act in accordance with the principles of the 
Affiliated Colleges Act; and I, therefore, proposed an amendnaent, which was published in 
the Herald and Empire of that morning, and which, perhaps, the Committee would allow 
me to read, 

Perhaps you will allow me to put another question previously :—how many bodies or classes 
is the Presbyterian denomination divided into in this Colony? At the time when the 
Affiliated Colleges Bill was passed, in 1854, there were three sections of the Presbyterian 
Church in this Colony, to which a fourth has since been added. They are, first, the Synod 
of Australia, comprising the ministers in connection with the State; second, the Synod of 
New South Wales—of which I am a member—which separated from the Synod of Australia 
in the year 1842; third, the Free Church, representing the famous disruption in Scotland 
in 1843; and, fourth, the United Presbyterians, together with a congregation in Balmain, not 
ostensibly connected with any of the four bodies, but holding the same principles as the United 
Presbyterians. These are the four sections of the Presbyterians of the Colony; and the 
only point which, in various ways, divides them from each other is the connection of Church 
and State. They are all agreed as to doctrine, discipline, and worship, and are all equally 
interested in the promotion of academiea.l education. 

Previously to this public meeting, of which you have already spoken, are you aware 
whether any means were taken by the parties establishing the College to get up an under- 
standing among the different denominations, as to whether they would agree together in the 
establishment of this College or not? I do not know from my own personal knowledge what 
may have taken place in reference to others; but I know positively that there was no com-
munication made either directly or indirectly to the body of Presbyterians with which I am 
myself connected. We were carefully excluded from all connection with the subject. 

You mean the whole of the ministers of the Synod of New South Wales? The whole o 
the ministers of the Synod of New South Wales. We were at one time more than twelve in 

number; 
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The Rev, number; but, from death and disease, and removing from the Colony, we are at present; 

D.D.reduced to seven. 
If please, you can now read the amendment that you intended to propose at the public 

1858 
meeting held in Castlereagh-street? After the first resolution submitted to the public meet- 

23 Jul 'ing on the 5th of April was moved and seconded, I offered to move the amendment which 
had been announced in the Herald and Empire of that morning, to the following effect :-

" 1. That the object and design of a Presbyterian College, in connexion with the 

If  University of Sydney, is simply to provide a suitable domicile, and the requisite moral 

If  superintendence for the youth of the Presbyterian communion, from all parts of the Colony, 

If  while attending the classes of the said University. 
If  2. That the establishment of a Theological Faculty, for training up candidates for 

If  the Ministry in the Presbyterian Church, although highly desirable in itself, and to be 

If  looked forward to as an important appendage of the proposed College, is, therefore, by no 
" means necessary to its existence, as part and parcel of the University system, and would 

If  obviously be impracticable at present in the divided condition of the Presbyterian Church. 
" 3. That as the Affiliated Colleges Act ensures the promoters of the proposed under- 

" taking the sum of Ten thousand pounds from the Public Treasury, fr the establishment 
of the College, on condition of a similar amount being first raised by themselves, it is of 
paramount importance for the welfare and prosperity of the Presbyterian College, that 

If  that amount shall be raised in such a way as to ensure and perpetuate a thoroughly 
If popular character for the Institution, and thereby prevent its becoming a mere aristocratic 
" concern, uncared for and unsupported by the great body of the Presbyterian people. To 
guard against so fatal-a mistake, and to assimilate the proposed Presbyterian College to 

If  those noble, thoroughly popular, and essentially plebeian Academical Institutions, the 

If Colleges and Universities of. Scotland, that have mainly contributed, for three centuries 

If  past, to raise the Scottish people as a nation to the highest pitch of eminence among the 

If  nations of Europe, it is expedient and necessary that a large proportion—say three-fourths, 

If  or at least three-fifths—of the whole amount required in the first instance, to entitle the 

If promoters of the undertaking to the bonus of Ten thousand pounds from the Public 

If Treasury, should be raised in comparatively small sums, by the middle and industrious 
If classes of the Presbyterian community throughout the territory; who will thus take a 

If deep interest in the institution which they have themselves contributed to establish, and 

If  to which they will look forward as the means of raising not a few of their offspring to the 

41  highest places in the land. 
4. That, to ensure the accomplishment of this object of paramount importance, 

" every subscriber of five pounds towards the College shall be deemed a proprietor of the 
" Institution, and be entitled to one vote at all meetings of proprietors for the election of 
office-bearers, or for any other purpose whatsoever; every subscriber of ten pounds shall 

" have two votes; every subscriber of twenty pounds shall have .three votes; every subscriber 
of fifty pounds shall have four votes; and every subscriber of one hundred pounds or 
upwards shall have five votes, and no more; such votes, in the case of all proprietors not 
residing either in Sydney or within twenty miles of it, to be given by proxy (agreeably to 
" a form to be prepared for the purpose), and to be transmissible by post. 

" 5. That one-fifth of the whole amount subscribed by any proprietor shall be payable 
on subscription, and the remaining four-fifths by equal annual instalments, at the end of 

" one, two, three, and four years, respectively, from the date fixed for general subscription; 

If for which deferred payments promissory notes shall be given by each subscriber, agreeably 

If  to a form to be prepared for the purpose. 
11  6. That, in order to carry out these arrangements, and to bring the proposed 

Presbyterian College into existence, in accordance with the liberal and enlightened 
principles of the Affiliated Colleges Act, a Provisional Committee shall be formed; to 
" consist of one minister of religion, one member of either House of Parliament, and one 
other layman, on behalf of each distinct section of the Presbyterian Church." 
You say you were not permitted to move that amendment at the meeting held on the 

5th April? No. I rose to submit an amendment on the first resolution, and the Chairman 
refused to allow me to submit it. The account of it is given in the Herald and Empire of 

the 6th of April, the following day, to which I beg to refer. 
Were any steps taken subsequently by you or other parties who felt aggrieved with the 

proceedings of that meeting of the 5th April? Being thus precluded from any connection 
with the Presbyterian College, and conceiving very strongly that very improper steps had 
been taken in the matter, our only resource was to call another public meeting of the 
Presbyterians of the Colony, which was done accordingly by advertisement, the meeting 
being held on the 12th April, and continued by adjournment to the 19th. At that meeting 
the amendment which was refused at the meeting of the 5th by the Chairman was passed 
unanimously, and another Committee was formed to carry out the objects implied in the 
series of resolutions I have just read. If the Committee will allow me to read the minutes 
of the proceedings of that Committee I will do so. As soon as the Committee appointed at 
the public meeting of the ] 2th and 19th were in operation, they held a meeting, and resolved, 

in the first instance, to hold a conference, if possible, with the other Committee. 

11  Sydney, 22nd April, 1858. 

" The Provisional Committee having this day met it was resolved unanimously,— 

If in accordance with the recommendation of the adjourned public meeting of 

If the 19th instant, and with a view to ensure the united action of the Presbyterians of the 

If Colony generally, for the accomplishment of their common object, a conference should be 
requested with the Committee of Presbyterians appointed at the public meeting in the 

4' Infant School-room, Castlereagh-street, on Monday, the 5th instant." 

Our 
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Our feeling on the occasion was, that it was indecent that there shoull be two Committees The Rev. 
acting for the same object simultaneously, and professing to have the same views; and the J. D.
proposal for a conference was made accordingly. A letter to the following effect was 
accordingly written, and signed by all the members of the Committee 

. 23 July, 1858. 
" Sydney, 22 April, 1858. 

To the Members of the Committee appointed at the Public Meeting of the 5th instant. 
"GENTLEMEN, 

11  We, the undersigned, having been appointed to consider the best means for 
" carrying out the views of various sections of the Presbyterian community, desirous of 
effecting the establishment of a Presbyterian College in connection with the University 
of Sydney, but holding conscientious objections to some of the principles embodied in: the 
" scheme adopted at the public meeting held in the Infant School-room, Castlereagh-street, 
" on the 5th instant., for hat object, have the honoir to request a conference,' with the Com- 
mittee then appointed; as being, in our-opinion, the most advisable 'course for securing 
" the united action of the 'whole Presbyterian' people , of the Colony in so desirable an 
undertaking.  

"'We have the honour, &e"  

The next meeting was held' on the 12th' .May, 1858, of which the following is a 
Minute :—  

Sydney, 12th JJay, 1868. 
The. Provisional Committee having this day met, the, following letter, addressed to 

the Ronorable the Chairman, by Thomas Barker, Esq., on behalf of the other Committee, 
." having been read, it was resolved to forward to that gentleman, for ,the information of' the 
" Committee with which he is acting,-the subjoined.r,eply. 

'.' Sydney, 3rd May, 1858. 
To the Honorable John Robertson, Esq., and' others ' 

"GENTLEMEN, ' 

I have the honour to be deputed by the Committee of the Presbyterian 
College, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, addressed to the said Committee, and in 
reply to forward to you a copy of the minutes of this day's,proceedings ieferring thereto. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
11  Your' obedient Servant, 

"(Signed) , . 'THOMAS BARKER, Chairman. 

[Enclosure] 
Sydney, 3rd Mày,1858. 

" At St. Andrew's Church, which day the College Committee met and' ,was copstituted 
with prayer, when, ii1er ella, a letter was laid o the table "from John Robertson, Esq., 
" M.P., and other gentlemen, requesting a conference with the Committee, on matters 
respecting the principles on which it is 'proposed to establish a College. It was agreed that 
" the letter be received, and that the 'Chairman be requested to communicate with Mr. 
Robertson, with a view  to ascertain what are 'the conscientious objections to some of the 
'principles embodied in the scheme adopted at a public meeting, held on the 5th ultimo, 
" 'in the Infant 'Schooi-rooni, Castlereàgh-strect,' about which Mr. Robertson and .the other 
'gentlemen desire a conference.'  

Extracted from the Minutes of the College Committee this 3rd 'day of May, 1858. 
"(Signed) JOHN M'GTBBON, 

WILLIAM LUMSI)AINE, 
Secretaries." 

Our reply was as follows ' 
Sydney, 12th May, 1858. 

To Thomas'Barker, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of Presbyterians, 
." formed at the Public Meeting of the 5th ultimo. 

" Sin,  
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd 

instant, in reply to the communication addressed to your Committee on the 22fld ultimO, 
by myself' and others, requesting us' to state our objections to your. scheme We do so 
accordingly in the accompanying Statement, signed on behalf of our Committee by our 
Honorary Secretary.' 

" I have the honour to be, 
"Sir, 

Your most 'obedient servant; 
"(Signed) JOHN ROBERTSON, Chairman." 

" STATEMENT of Objections to the Scheme propounded at the Public Meeting for the estab-
ment of a Presbyterian College, held on the 5th ultimo. 

Our objections are twofold. We object, in the first placc to the scheme propounded 
" in the series of Resolutions passed at the public meeting in question, as embodying in so far 
the principles of a constitution for the proposed College; and, secondly, to th nature and 

(t  composition of the Committee created by that meeting, as professing to represent the 
Presbyterians of-the Colony generally. 

" Under the former of these heads we, object particularly- 
1st. To the proposed establishment of a Theological Faculty in the Presbyterian 

College from its,very commencement, as being not only unnecessary in the infancy of the 
institution, but utterly impracticable in the present divided state of the Presbyterian 
' Church. For it. would obviously be quite hopeless, under existing circumstances, to get 

415—C ' ' " the 
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The Rev. " the different sections of the Church to create such a faculty in concert; and any such 
J. D. Lang, faculty as should emanate from any one section would, probably, for that reason alone, be 

opposed by the others. 

3 Jul 1858• 
" 2nd. To the fixing of ten pounds as the lowest amount requisite to qualify a 

" proprietor or shareholder of the College, as tending to exclude from its proprietary the 
" very class—that of industrious persons of the working classes—which it is of the utnost 
importance to its best interests to conciliate and attract. 

11  3rd. To granting an additional vote for every fifty pounds subscribed for the College 
" over and above the first fifty, as tending to creating a money power in the institution, of 
which the consequences to its best interests must be exceedingly disastrous. 

4th. To the proposed name of the College—St. Andrew's—as being not a general 
" but a sectarian designation, and one which, in the estimation of Presbyterians generally, 
" indicates exclusive connection with the Established Church of Scotland. 

" Under the second of the heads above-mentioned, we object to the nature and com-
position of the Committee created by the meeting of the 5th ultimo, for carrying out the 
" scheme propounded in the resolutions passed at that meeting, inasmuch as it is not a fair 
representation of the different sections of the Presbyterian Church, which it ought 
unquestionably to have been. The Committee in question contains not fewer than four or 
" five ministers of the Synod of Australia, without having even one to represent either the 
Synod of New South Wales or the United Presbyterians. We are decidedly of opinion 
that, in a properly constituted Committee for the establishment of a Presbyterian College, 
" there should, in addition to a sufficient number of laymen, be one minister, and no more, 
to represent each section of the Presbyterian Church, and that that minister should be 
duly appointed by the body he represents. 

By order of the Committee, 
"(Signed) J. BLACK, Honorary Secretary. 

Sydney, 12th May, 1858." 

The only other meeting was held in Sydney, on the 4th June, 1858, of which the 

following is a Minute :- 
"Sydney, 4th June, 1858. 

"The Provisional Committee having this day met, the following letter from Thomas 
" Barker, Esq., with its enclosure, was read 

",Sydney, lst June, 1858. 

"THE HONORABLE JOHN ROBERTSON, ESQ. 
"DEAR SIR,-I have the honor, in obedience to the request of the Committee of the 

Presbyterian College, to enclose a copy of the resolutions passed at their meeting yesterday. 
"I beg also to enclose a printed copy of the prospectus approved of at the public 

meeting—I have the honor to be, dear Sir, &c., &c., 
"(Signed) THOMAS BARKER, Chairman. 

[Enclosure] 
"St. Andrew's Church, 31 May, 1858. 

"Which day the Presbyterian College Committee being met and constituted, inter 
It cUe, a letter from the Honorable John Robertson, Esq., transmitting a statement of 
objections to the scheme propounded at the public meeting for the establishment of a 
Presbyterian College, held on the 5th ultimo, having been read, the Committee declined 
" a conference anent the objections embodied in this document, for the following reasons 

" 1st. That the primary object of the originators of this movement is the establish-
ment of a Theological Chair in the College, rendered necessary in consequence of the 
peculiar constitution of the University, which makes no provision for religious teaching. 

112nd. That the prospectus has been approved by a public meeting, and a considerable 
" amount of money has been already subscribed, in .the expectation that the principles set 
" forth therein will be carried out. 

"It was agreed that an extract minute of the foregoing be transmitted to the 
" Honorable J. Robertson, Esq., by Mr. Barker, as chairman of this meeting. 

"Extracted from the minutes of the Presbyterian College Committee, by 

"(Signed) WILLIAM LiJMSDAINE, 
" One of the Secretaries." 

Are you aware what further steps have been taken by the Committee appointed by the 
public meeting of the 5th April, towards the establishment of a Presbyterian College? I 
have merely heard from reports, both privately and through the public press, that they have 
been collecting money for carrying out their views, and that they had raised, by the last 
-advertisement, nearly £7,000. But the Presbyterians of the Colony being now as nearly as 
possible about 35,000 in number, 11 find that the whole number of subscribers to the Presby-
terian College, under the Committee appointed on the 5th April, amounts only to 92 or 93; 

-and from looking at the list, I find that in several instances there is a whole list of children 
of the different families, some of them even at the breast, put down as subscribers to this 
amount. It is quite evident, therefore, that the subscription does not at all represent the 
Presbyterians of the Colony generally. It is quite evident that the scheme has got no hold 
of the Presbyterian population, for the College being intended chiefly to promote the 
interests of the middle and industrious classes, the small amount of comparatively small 
subscriptions from these classes sufficiently indicates their entire want of confidence in the 

movement. 
Have any steps been taken by the Committee appointed at the subsequent meeting to 

which you have referred, in the way of raising subscriptions, or in any other way, towards the 
establishment 
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establishment of a Presbyterian College? We were on the point of making an effort by The Rev. 
appealing to the Presbyterians of the Colony generally, and had got from one friend it sub-
seription to the extent of £500 to begin with, and other subscriptions of considerable 
amount; but we deemed it better to intermit all proceedings till we had submitted the whole 
ease to the Legislature, as we conceived that we were suffering a great grievance, which the 23 July, 1858  

Legislature only could redress. 

Then the proceedings of the Committee which you are now referring to are at present 
in abeyance? They are; but we maintain that the allegation of the other Committee, that 
the money has been subscribed upon the basis of their prospectus, is altogether futile. It is 
accordant with the knowledge of almost all parties concerned that, with the exception of a 
mere handful, the Presbyterians who have subscribed the amounts alleged to be promised, 
have done so on the ground of assisting a Presbyterian College generally, taking it for 
granted it would be established on a proper footing, and in accordance with the law of the 
land. They do not inquire into the matter any further, and are in no way pledged to the 
prospectus. 

Have'you looked into the prospectus that has been issued by the Committee appointed 
at the public meeting of the 5th April ? I have. The proposal to establish a Theological 
Faculty, in the first instance, according to that prospectus, is utterly impracticable, as we 
state in our list of objections, because it must necessarily be appointed by only one 
of the sections of the Presbyterian Church, and if appointed by any one under existing 
circumstances, that circumstance alone would withhold from it the confidence of the others. 
The thing is quite impracticable at present, and it is only as an institution for secular educa-
tion that the College can be established in the first instance. I have every reason to believe 
that if it were established for that purpose, according to. the Colleges Act, it would very soon 
lead to a better state of things, and render the establishment of a Theological Faculty quite 
practicable. 

But if the establishment of a College is only for secular purposes, could not the educa-
tion for secular purposes, that would be obtained there, be at present obtained either at the 
University, or at several of the public schools or seminaries? The only purpose for which 
the College can exist, in the first instance, is as a place of domicile for the moral superin-
tendence of the youth attending the University, for by the Colleges Act all the students in 
the College must be students of the University. Now, all that the Act contemplates is, that 
these students should be under the moral superintendence of some person or persons in whom 
the Presbyterians generally have confidence. Systematic religious instruction—the phrase 
made use of in the Preamble of the Colleges Act—is a phrase that admits of two different 
significations. On the part of members of the Church of England it seems merely to signify 
having prayers regularly conducted in the institution, and the Scriptures read, for the 
benefit of the young men generally. I believe there would be no objection to that in any 
quarter among the Presbyterians. That amount of systematic religious instruction would 
be quite in accordance with the views of all; but we Presbyterians attach a different 
meaning to the phrase "systematic religious instruction." It signifies the establishment of a 
Theological Faculty, in connection with the College, and part and parcel of it, as in the 
Scotch Universities. In all the Universities in Scotland there is, in addition to the provision 
for general education, a distinct Theological Faculty, for the training up of young men for 
the Ministry. 

It appears to me, from what you have stated, that a College, established upon the 
principles which you have now enunciated, would be a mere boarding-hoiso, under the 
superintendence of some principal, or person in whom the Presbyterian body had confidence? 
Quite so. That is precisely the idea attached to . it by Mr. M'Intyre, of Maitland, in a 
pamphlet he has published on the subject. 
Are you aware of any Colleges, in any part of the world, established for that purpose 

upon these conditions or terms? That is the general principle on which Colleges generally 
were established - 

I always understood that a College did mean, to a certain extent, that a Theological 
Faculty was established in most Colleges if not in all? It is not necessarily implied in the 
name at all that there should be a Theological Faculty. But, in advocating the establishment 
of the College as an institution for secular education exclusively, in the first instance, we do 
not do so absolutely. We look forward to the establishment of a Theological Faculty very. 
speedily; but we only maintain that it is impracticable at the present moment, and in the first 
instance. 

Looking at the differences of the different denominations? Quite so. 
In the third paragraph of your Petition you state that "certain Presbyterian Ministers 

and laymen have, nevertheless, been endeavouring, for some time past, to defeat this 
" benevolent intention of the Legislature, and to restrict to a chosen few what was thus 
beneficently intended for all "—will you be kind enough to explain to the Committee what 
you mean by that allegation? I infer that intention from their acts. If they had been 
disposed to carry out the views of the Legislature in extending the benefits of the Affiliated 
Colleges Act to all of their denomination, they would have given intimation to all the 
ministers and people when they set to work for the establishment of a College. But in 
carefully excluding myself, as the most prominent minister of the section I belong to, and 
all my brethern—aithougli the congregation I minister to is, probably, the largest in the 
Colony of the Presbyterian denomination—in carefully excluding us, it was quite evident 
they intended to restrict to a few what the Legislature had meant for all. 
You think that previously to this public meeting, or any public meeting, having been 

held for the purpose of establishing a Presbyterian College, representatives of all the sections 
of Presbyterians should have been invited to meet for the purpose of framing resolutions, 
that could have been agreed on by all to be submitted to .a public meeting? Decidedly; for 
at such a meeting they would soon have discovered how far they could go together, and 

where 
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The Rev, where they disagreed - 'vhere, in short, it was impracticable . to go any further in 
J.D.Lang, concert. 

2(i. Are you aware that circulars were sent to different ministers and laymen, inviting their 
233 1 188 attendance at several of these meetings?. I have heard that there were; but none of them 

U ' ' ever reached me, or any of my brethren in connection with me. 
Then is it your opinion that, unless united action can be induced, on the part of Presby- 

terians generally of the different denominatiofls, a College, even if built and established, 
would be practically useless, because all Presbyterians would not send their children to be 
educated there, unless it were established on a broad basis? My opinion is, that a College 
established on the plan proposed will not only be useless, but worse than useless; because it 
will tend to embitter the feelings of alienation that already exist, and perpetuate distinctions 
which it is the interest of all to abolish. 

By AIr. R/chailson You say you think it not necessary, nor even desirable, that the 
Principal of the College should be a minister of religion? Not et all necessary. 
2i. And in the event of his not being so, he could receive support from the Government? 
Quite so; and could also give such religious instruction as is requisite, in aceurdanee with 
the Act. Many teachers of schools communicate religious instruction to the pupils under 
their charge, without being ministers of religion. 1 believe all the Presbyterians in the 
Colony would be anxious, if a layman in whom they had confidence, were at the head of the 
institution for general education, that be should do his best to conduct morning and evening 
prayers, and read the scriptures among the youth. 

In the event of his being an ordained minister, is it your opinion that those who refuse 
to accept State aid would decline joining? Decidedly; if he was a Professor of Divinity, they 
must decline; and it was principally for that reason that I suggested the amendment which 
Mr. Martin adopted, and the Legislature sanctioned. It was to leave the College open to 
Presbyterians holding the voluntary principle; because, if the Theological Faculty were 
entirely supported by voluntary subscriptions, there could be no objection on their part to 
the Principal, as head of the College, to maintain discipline among the young men, receiving 
a Government salary; for such Presbyterians do not object to the support of education by 
the State; it is only to the support of religion. 
How would you: get over the difficulty which, as you say, has evidently crept into the 

grant by sOme mistake, the grant being only given to the Church of Scotland—do you not 
think that is a difficulty at present? No doubt, on the face of the gtant there is a difficulty; 
but it is very cidOnt the grant was passed either in ignorance or in the face of the previous 
Act of the Legislature that restricted the Governor. It  was ul1ia vlris on his part to assent 

to any such dOOd in the face of the Act of the Legislature. 
Have ybu any reason to believe that any of those who have subscribed for this Affiliated 

College are ignorant of this clause of the deed of grant? I believe very few of them know 
any thing of it. 
33 Have you reason to believe that those ministers of religion who have taken active steps 
in the matter are aware of it? I do not think .they are. I was not myself aware of the 
terms of the deed till within the last few days; and I believe that is the case with most 
other ministers also. Itiseident, hOwever, that the Government cannot blow hot and cold 
at the same time. If the Governor did right in assOnting to the Act of Council on the 2nd of 
December, 1854, be was decidedly wrong in assenting to such a deed as this on the 23rd of 
January, 1855; and it is for the Government to rediess their own wrong, not for private 
individuals4o put them right. 
34. You stated that there were not far short of 35,000 Presbyterians in the Colony? Yes; 
I made the calculation from the Census of 1856. 
25. And the number of subscribers to the proposed College amounts to about 90? To 92 or 
93, including infants at the breast. 
Why were the children included, do you suppose? To increase the number, to make 

the better show—to deceive the public, in fact. 
Is it your opinion that 92 or 93 subscribers bear any proportion to the number of Prep- 

byterians in the Colony? They bear no proportion either to the number of Presbyterians 
in the Colony or to the number of Presbyterians who would take an interest in this subject, 
if it were properly placed before them. 

Is it your opinion that an Affiliated College established on the principles of the parties 
who held the first meeting would work well—do you think it would do good or harm ? I 
think it would do a great deal of harm, in embittering the feelings of alienation that already 

exist; and I am persuaded it would sink into a condition of insignificance. It would, at 
all events, excite the hostility of the other portions of the Presbyterian communion. 

Be Air. Aldcorn Are you aware that the ministers and members of the Established 
Church have agreed to act, and have acted, with the ministers and members of the Free 
Church, regarding the Presbyterian College to be affiliated to the University? I am aware 
that there are members of the. Free Church acting along with them. 

That would seem to destroy the very condition on which they get the money—the very 
fact of their taking in other parties, other sections of the Presbyterian Church, to act with 
them would destroy the validity of the grant? It shows evidently, I submit, that both 
parties were equally ignorant of the ternis of the grant. 

Do you think it would be possible to establish a Theological Faculty, if this condition of 
the Principal being Professor of Divinity should be taken out of the way? It would be 
much easier to establish a Theological Faculty, either if the Principal were a layman, or if 
he were restricted to the exercise of discipline over the students generally, that is, if be were 
not a Professor of Divinity; h_ut if be is to be a Professor of Divinity, then the objection of 
the volunt.aries operates : they would say, this is religion supported by the State.. 
You are aware that the Principals in most of the Colleges in Scotland are ministers of 

the Established Chu rch, and in almost every case Primarius Professors of Divinity, though 
they 
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they do not in fact teach divinity? Yes; but Sir David Brewster, Principal of one of the The Rev. 
Colleges in St. Andrew's, is a layman. 

Lang, 
You are not aware of any Act forbidding a layman to become Principal of a College? 

There certainly is not one, otherwise S 
that office. ir David Brewster never eculd have been elected to 23 Jul 

1853 
Would yon object to the tutorial system of education in the College ? Decidedly not. 

And it would be the duty of the Principal to superintend that tutorial system—to have 
tutors under him, ac!ing in accordance with him, over the young men receiving their 
education in the University, but residing in the College. 

You would raise the education given in the College above that given in common schools, 
or even in a Grammar School, probably—that is as relates to the sciences and the higher 
branches of mathematics, in the same way as at Oxford and Cambridge—you know that 
there the very highest branches almost are taught by tutors—would you think that 
desirable? Decidedly. But the Colleges Act provides that all students in any College shall 
be matriculated in the University. They must have the previous training that admission 
to the University prescribes. The College should serve two purposes,—on the one hand, the 
moral superintendence of the young men attending there for general education, with a 
tutorial system co-operating with the University; and, on the other hand, a Theological 
Faculty, totally distinct from the other portion of the machinery, for the training up of 
candidates for the ministry. 

4.5. Then you do not object, in a Presbyterian College, to religious knowledge being commu-
nicated—such religious knowledge as can be imparted by parents or teachers below the 
rank of a Professor, whom in Scotland we understand to teach dogmatic theology, and theology 
in all its parts—you would not object to religious instruction being given to the young 
men attending  the College, exclusive of a Theological Faculty? Decidedly not. in fact., 
we should consider that a sPine qud non in giving our vote for the appointment of any head 
of the Institution. We would consider it absolutely necessary that be should not only have 
the confidence of the Presbyterians generally, but that he should be both colapetent and 
willing to conduct the house on the same principle as a fatherof a family, palci. familiar. 

Then you would consider a College more a place for the secular education of the young 
men attending it, tlteir moral and religious wants being also attended to? Quite so; but 
as the Universitydoes not provide professional education for candidates for the ministry, the 
College must eventually supply education in those branches which the University does not 
contemplate. For exampie: Mr. Baillie has left an endowment for a Professorship of the 
Oriental and Polynesian languages—the Hebrew and the language of the South Seas. Now, 
this Professorship would come under the.Divinity Faculty in the College; and the University, 
in all likeJihood, would not have Professors for any such branches. Such a Professor would 
be required for the training up of missionaries to go forth to the South Seas, and of students 
acquainting themselves with the original Scriptures, as candidates for the ministry. 
Then your objection to a Theological Faculty is not to a Theological Faculty absolutely, 

but to the time, in the present disunited state of the Presbyterian Uhurch? Entirely 
to - the time. 

FRIDAY, 6 AUGuST, 1858. 

43vcøent :— 
MR. ALDCORN, MR. MARKS, 
MR. GORDON, MR. RICHARDSON. 

SAMUEL DEANE GORDON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

The Honorable Francis Lewis Shaw Merewether, Esq., M.L.C., examined :- 
1-. By the Uliai,man• 

Were you a Member of the late Legislative Council, in the year 1854, The lion. 
when the Affiliated Colleges Act passed? I was. 

F. L. S. Were you also a Member of the Government at that time ? I was. 
Merewether, And YiceProvost of the University? Yes. 
ESF, M.L.O. 

4. Will you be kind enough to inform the Committee what Member of the Executive 
Government had charge of the Bill in its passage through the House? I had charge of the 6 Aug., 1858. Bill. 

Were there any important changes made in the Bill from its first introduction until it 
was passed ? Yes, there were several important changes and additions made. 
I would wish to draw your attention to a portion of the evidence given by the Rev. Dr. 

Lang before this Committee. (The Uleric of Uonzmittee read an extract from Dr. 
J.ang'.e evidence, in answer to 

Q. 2.) Will you be kind enough to inform the Committee 
whether, to the best of your recollection, this conversation, in substance, did take place? I 
cannot state, from recollection, the substance of the conversation which took place upon the 
occasion referred to. I remember that there was a casual conversation upon the subject, in 
Sir Charles Nicholson's house, in which I felt interested, but I do not carry in my recollec-
tion what passed. 

7. After this conversation considerable alterations did take place in the Bill in passing 
through the House ? Yes—that is, the conversation took place before the Bill as proposed 
in Committee was finally settled. 

Will you be kind enough to inform the Committee, so far as you can judge, what was the 
intention of the Legislature in regard to the Act—whether it was intended to embrace the 
whole of the sects in the Colony, or to be restricted to certain sects? The act was modified 
in 
order that it might be open to any other sect sufficiently important to be able to raise the 

415—P 
necessary 
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The Hon. necessary funds, and to obtain the sanction of the Legislature, to found a College in con- 

nection with the University. 
Esq,M.L.O. 9. Was it not principally to enable the Presbyterian Church, in its divided state, to unite as 

one denomination, and to claim this support from the Government, that the alterations in 
6 Any., 1858. the Bill were made? No The Government did not propose the alterations referred to with 

that object. 
They were proposed upon a more comprehensive principle, and without 

reference to any particular denomination. 
In the first draft of the Bill presented to the House only .four denominations were 

mentionel ? Yes. 
Then, in fact, the Affiliated Colleges Act, as passed, was intended to apply to all 

denominations who were in a position to claim, at any future time, the assistance from 
Government for the purpose of cstablishing an Affiliated College? That was the object; 
and it appears to me to be clearly expressed in the wording of the Act. 
1. Are you aware of a Deed of Grant having been issued by the late Sir Charles Fitz Roy 
to the Senate of the University of certain lands at Grose Farm, for the purpose of erecting 

Affiliated Colleges upon? I am. 
Were you a Member of the Executive Government at the time that Deed of Grant was 

issued? I was. 
Were you aware at the time it issued of the terms of that Deed of Grant, with regard to 

the different denominations it embraced? Yes; I saw the draft of the deed before it was 

issued. 
15 The Deed of Grant, of course, was issued subsequently to the passing of the Affilatcd 
Colleges Act? It was issued subsequently, but the promise of the grant was made a 
considerable time before the passing of the Act. The correspondence relating to that 
subject will be found among the printed documents of the Legislature of the day. 
10. Are you aware that there are certain denominations mentioned in that Deed of Grant 
as being those to whom only it was intended to apply? Yes: the University received land, 
under that grant, for four Colleges only,—tbe Church of England, the Church of Scotland, 
the Church of Rome, and the Wesleyan Methodists. The deed imposes upon the University 
the obligation of granting certain quantities of land to Colleges in connection with those 
churches, if founded within five yeats from the dte of the grant. 
By "the Church of Scotland" are you aware whether the Presbyterian body generally 

was intended, or a section of the Presbyterian Church in connection with the Church of 
Scotland as es'abhished by law? The Presbyterians in connection with the Church of 
Scotland were those specifically referred to in the Deed of Grant; but it was the desire and 
hope of those interested in the measure that all the Presbyterians would join in the 
formation of a College. Still there were only four sub-grants to be made by the University 
out of the land granted to it., and the deed distinctly specified as the recipients of them the 

four denominations originally mentioned in the Bill. 
How do you reconcile the terms of this grant, which mentions that four distinct 

denominations shall receive land for the purpose of building Affiliated Colleges, with the 
Act as passed by the Legislature, which, as you have told us, was intended to embrace all 
denominations that were in a position to claim such assistance from the Government under 
the terms of the Act? The Act did not apply to land at all, except in so far as it required 
that the University should have conveyed to it in trust the land upon which any College 
endowed under the Act might be built, whether such land were obtained by grant from the 
Government or otherwise. The provisions to which I refer will be found in the second 

clause of the Act. 
I think that specifies that the prescribed amount of subscription "shall be devoted 
exclusively to the erection of College buildings on land granted for that purpose by Her 
Majesty to the University in trust for such College ?" Yes, "if any shall be so granted; 
" and if not, then upon land otherwise conveyed to and accepted by the University in such 

" trust." 
0. Then this clause does refer to land to be granted by the Government for the purpose of 
erecting Colleges upon ? it refers to it incidentally. 
Do you not rather think that the other part in the brackets is rat.her incidental? No; 

the clause has no reference to the acquisition of land. Its object is to provide that the land 
on which any College endowed under the Act may be built shall become the property of the 

University. 
Does it not strike you that this second clause is framed entirely with regard to the 

provision by Government, both of money and lands, for the purpose of erecting these Colleges? 
Certainly not. The Act provides only for the money endowments, with which alone the 

Legislature of that date was competent to deal. 
Then what can be the meaning of this language :—" No such College, although moor- 

" porated, shall be entitled to such endowments, unless and until the sum of £10,000 at the 
" least shall have been subscribed by its founders, and of that sum £4,000 shall have been 
" paid and invested in such manner as shall have been approved of by the Governor, and the 
" residue shall have been to his satisfaction secured to be paid within th,ee years next 

11 
 following; nor unless the whole of the said £10,000 shall be devoted exclusively to the 
" erection of College buildings on land granted for that purpose by 11cr Majesty to the 

University in trust for such College"? "If any "- 
Then in brackets it is stated—(" if any shall be so granted, and if not, then upon land 

" otherwise conveyed to and accepted by the University in such trust.")? The object of 
this was merely to secure to the public represented by the University the absolute property 
in the land upon which the buildings to be ejected, partly at the public expense, were to be 
placed—that no public money should be expended in the buildings until the land had been 

vested in the University. 
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By Air. Aldcorn: That the University is to be the trustee for all land, whether it be The non. 
private or public—the clause within brackets refers merely to that? Yes. F. L. 

By the Chairman: You say there is no other land at present granted by the Government Esq L 
to the Senate for the purpose of building Affiliated Colleges upon except for the four 
denominations specified in this Deed of Grant? Yes. 6 Aug 1858 

Then, if the Congregational body were to subscribe the required sum, and were to apply 
to the Government for a grant of land, do I understand that there is no land to be given 
them for that purpose—is all the land now given away? The Government might make a 
further grant, but the University has no land at present available for such a purpose. 

Then, in reality, the whole of this land at Grose Farm is granted to the Senate of the 
University, for the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, the Roman Catholic body, 
and the Wesleyans? Yes; that portion of the Grose Farm Estate which has been conveyed 
to the University for the sites of Colleges is appropriated to those bodies, if claimed within 
the prescribed time. 
Is any portion of Grose Farm at present not dedicated by the Government to the 

University? Yes; there is a portion adjoining the University land which, when the 
University grant was made, the Government set apart as a recreation reserve, to be con-
nected with the University land, and on the understanding that the Senate of the University 
should be represented on the trust, so that the grounds might be laid out in uniformity 
with those of the University, and also that the Senate might have a voice in the manage- 
ment of the reserve, so as to be able to check irregularities which might be prejudicial to 
the University discipline. There is also a portion of land on the other side of the Newtown 
Road which was not granted to the University. 

There is no other land for the purpose of being granted to any other denomination who 
may apply for a College? None held by the University. 

By Mi•. Aldcotn : Has that recreation ground been conveyed to trustees for the 
purpose you have stated ? No. I understand, from an answer recently given by the 
Solicitor General to a question put in the Legislative Council, that the intended publie 
recreation grounds have not as yet been vested in trustees, because the Government is not 
legally empowered to issue the grants without a further Act of the Legislature. 

Bj Mr. Richardson: Do you think when the Act was passed it was meant that all the 
Presbyterians of £he Colony should be enabled to participate in the advantages to be derived 
from the Bill ? I can scarcely say it was meant, but it certainly was the desire and wish of 
the individual members of the Government, and also of those who took an interest in the 
measure, that the Presbyterians should all combine in the foundation of a College. 

When you said four different bodies were included, you mentioned the Church of Scot-
land—you are aware that the Church of Scotland in this Colony is divided into several 
sections, sonic of which receive and some refuse to take State aid? Yes. 

By the term "Church of Scotland" were all Presbyterians meant, or only the Church 
of Scotland receiving State aid? I conceive, as I said before, that the body of Presbyterians 
in connection with the Established Church of Scotland is that to which the grant expressly 
applies. But I repeat, that it was desired, and indeed expected, that the other Presbyterians 
would join with them in the formation of a College—that there should be one College for the 
Presbyterians generally. 
Did it not occur to you, or to any other Member of the House at the time, that there 

would be many difficulties in the way of those who refuse to receive State aid in joining 
with the other party, as those holding voluntary principles could hardly receive State aid 
for the purpose of paying the Principal of the College? These objections were not, I think, 
stated at the fime—they certainly did not occur to me. I should not myself have considered 
that a grant for the purpose of imparting religious instruction in a College would come within 
the scruples of those to whom you refer. 
Does it appear to you now that there are difficulties in the way, seeing that a very large 

portion of the Presbyterians throughout the Colony cannot participate in the aid—would 
you not think it a hardship that one section only should have the benefit of this College? 
I do not see how such a difficulty could be obviated, except by that section forming a College 
of their own without Government aid. 
You say, when any section of the Presbyterian Church became of sufficient importance—

do I understand you that if the Free Church of Scotland, or any other section of Presbyterians, 
were to raise £10,000, they would be able to derive the benefit of the Act? Yes. 

If the Free Church, the Church connected with Dr. Lang—the Synod of New South 
Wales—or the United Presbyterian Church,—if these three bodies severally were to raise 
£10,000, do I understand your opinion to be that they would receive the aid? Yes, upon 
their complying with the terms of the Act, and becoming incorporated by the Legislature. 

By M. Atdeorn: You interpret the Act that it admits all sects, and you say it was the 
desire and wish of the Government that all should participate in it—how do you reconcile 
that with the fact of their giving away the whole of the Government land to four particular 
sects? The Government may, on application, grant land to any other besides the four 
originally contemplated Colleges, should such be established; but, as I have before said, the 
Act provides for the money endowments only. The land is a separate and distinct matter; 
and at present the University has only received land for four Colleges, in addition to the 
quantity dedicated to its own purposes. 

That is the whole of the land, with the exception of the recreation ground? Yes. 
Did the Government advert to the Act at the time of the promulgation of the grant, at 

the time they handed over the grant to the University—the one is posterior to the other, 
you will observe? The grant of land was made independently of, and previously to, the 
addition of the money endowments granted by the Legislature; for, although time Dcccl of 
Grant was not actually issued until after the passing of the Act, it had been promised long 
before. 
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The Hon. 42. Yes, but still the grant was not issued till a month after the date of the Act? It was F. L. S. 
Merewether issued in fulfilment of a promise —a previous arrangement. , 
Esq., M.L.O. 43. By the (hawnsau : Then, in fact, when the Deed of Grant was issued, the Government 

were aware of the terms of the Act, but in fulfilment of a promise to these four denominations 
U Au. 1858 they issued the grant? The Government issued the deed in fulfilment of a promise made 

previously to the passing of the Act, and independently of the Act, which related to money 
endowments only. The original Bill provided money endowments for four Colleges only. 
By the alteration made this restriction was removed, and it was left open to others than 
those four to seek an Act of Incorporation, and the attendant money grants. It is also open 
to them to apply for a grant of public land; but no addition was made to the University 
grant for the purpose of providing sites for such additional Colleges. 
44. By Mr. Marks: You say it was the original intention of the Government that that 
portion of Grose Farm granted to the Senate of the University should be confined to the 
four different denominations mentioned in the grant? The Senate of the TJnivei sity 
received from the Government sufficient land for the purposes of the University, and for 
sites for Colleges for those four denominations. These were taken from the land at Grose 
Farm, the whole of which was then unappropriated. 
4.5. Is it your opinion that that section of l'resbyterians designated in the Deed of Grant as 
the Church of Scotland has alone a legal right to hold the land already granted, or held in 
trust by the Senate? Yes; I think no other body could establish a legal claim. 
You also think that any other branch of the Presbyterian Church, by purchasing land, 

and obtaining the necessary amount, could call upon the Government to aid in establishing 
a College? Yes. 

/ty Mi... Aldcorn : You say a promise was made to the Senate of the University: how 
was this Senate constituted at that time—by whose afithority was the Senate constituted ? 
It was constituted under the authority of the Act of Incorporation. 

Were they specially named in the Act of Incorporation ? No; it was originally 
intended that they should have been named in the Act of Incorporation, but some difficulty 
as to the selection arose in the Legislative Council, and power was given to the Governor, 
with the advice of the Executive Council, to appoint the first Senate. 

The Reverend John Dougal called in and examined : -  

The Re'v'. 1. By the Chairman: You are one of the ministers in connection with the Synod of Aus. 
John Dougal. tralia? Yes. 
~--.--- 2. Iii connection with the Church of Scotland? Yes. 
6 Aug., 1858 3 Have you been co-operating or taking any part with your brethren in the way of estab-

lishing a Presbyterian College? To a certain extent. 
Will you be kind enough to inform the Committee what steps you have taken with respect 

to the formation of a College under the Affiliated Colleges Act? The steps our body has 
taken, or I in particular? 

What you yourself have taken? I was appointed a member of the Commnitte of the 
Synod in October, 1856, when the matter was first initiated by our body. I remained 
a member of that Committee until the last meeting of the Synod, when I was reappointed, 
and remained so until about a fortnight from the public meeting that was held. At the 
meeting of the Committees from the two Synods which took place to arrange the preliminaries 
for this public meeting, certain steps were taken which compelled me to retire from connection 
with those Committees. 
1 presume you refer to the public meeting held in Castlereagh-street, at which the 

Governor General presided? Yes. 

Have you any objection to inform the Committee why you thought it desirable or prudent 
to withdraw from taking pait in the formation of this College Committee? It seemed to 
my judgment that the steps taken there were inconsistent with the principle of chureh 
government belonging to our church, and even with the principles upon which the pro-
ceedings of any society or association are conducted, and they were also such as would 
not enable me to remain longer a member of the Committee, as I could not conceive that I 
was acting faithfully as a member of our Synod, or carrying out the purposes for which I was 
sent there as a member of the Committee. It would occupy some time to go into the 
details, but that is a general statement. 

If you have no objection to enter into the particulars, the Committee will be glad to hear 
them, as it is their object to gain as much information upon the subject as they possibly can? 
I have no objection; and, in order that I may be fully understood, I must give a short 
abstract of the history of the circumstances. At a meeting of the Synod of Australia in 
October, 1856, it was determined, for the first time, to put ourselves in a position to accept 
the Government aid in reference to this matter. The intention then was to carry it out 
on behalf of our Synod; but it was afterwards thought desirable to make the thing as wide 
and liberal as possible, and to throw no obstacle that we could conscientiously avoid in the 
way of other parties co-operating with us. A committee was appointed at that meeting, of 
which I was one. We invited the co-operation of other parties. I believe there was a 
general advertisement put into the newspapers by the Secretary, inviting all parties willing 
to co-operate to attend a meeting in St. Andrew's Scots Church. After several meetings, it 
appeared that the only two parties likely to go on with matter were the Free Church and 
our own body, and, in order to have things done methodically, a conference was appointed at 
Dr. Mackay's house, at which several ministers of the Free Church and of our own body 
attended. The members of the Free Church conceived it proper that the matter should go 
on with authority, that is, that a p.-o re nate meeting should be called, in order that we 
might go forward in the work, not as individuals in an unauthoiised way, but under the 

sanction 
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sanction of the Synod. That pro re nafa meeting was held, at which the Free Church The Rev. 
deteimined to co-operate with us in carrying on the College. We found ourselves then in a John Dougal. 
peculiar position, as we were appointed a Committee of the Synod of Australia, with power 
to add to our number, and had no authority to merge ourselves into any other Committee. 6 Aug., 1858. 
The Free ':iurch representatives also being unwilling to lose their representative character 
by becoming part of the Synod of Australia's Committee, we were unable., in a constitutional 
manner, to do more than deliberate, draw up a constitution, and to make other arrange- 
ments, to be submitted for approval to our respective Synods The thing went on in this way, 
and there were some proposals to have a public meeting evep before the Synod could have 
been convened, which would have been utterly improper. Flowever, it was finally determined 
that the public meeting should be delayed till both Synods should have suet; that the 
matter should be referred back to our respective Synods; that each Committee should report 
what steps had been taken; that we should meet again previous to the public meeting with 
pon er from our Synods to represent them as delegates, or plenipotentiaries. At the meeting of 
their Synod, the Free Church party favorable to this movement did not carry the matter—the 
Free Church repudiating the ting by a majority. We carried the matter with our Synod, 
who approved generally of the prospectus that had been drawn up by the Committee, with 
some little differences. They claimed the right simply as a Synod to express their 
opinion upon it, and to give a deliverance. On these terms—and that being in effect an 
approval of the thing—we came forward as a Committee of the Synod of Australia; the 
Free Church brethern being expected to come forward in the same way—at least I under-
stood it as such. They, however, would not receive us as a Committee from the Synod of 
Australia-_-that is, they would give no deliverance upon the terms pr.oposed; they would 
not say that they accepted them, adopted them, approved of them; thereby giving no proper 
recognition of our Synod, which intrusted us with these terms as the only basis on which 
we could co-operate. The terms were simply laid aside. The view I took of the matter 
was this, that having been appointed as a member of the Committee of the Synod, I had no 
right to be there, except as a member of that Committee. I had no right, as an 
individual, apart from the authority derived from the Synod, to be longer with them. It 
appeared to me that the position into which we were brought was a false position, considering 
the contemplated College as an institution to provide teachers for our pulpits, and likely to 
decide what would be the Presbyterian standard hereafter in the Colony, it seemed to me a 
most ithproper proceeding for ministers to lose their authorised position, and sink into mere 
individuals, leaving the more important interests of the church to irresponsible parties, 
while the Synod, the real authorities, should, unless by the possible concession of the others, 
be without control in a matter so vital as the standards of their theology. In effect, that 
was the particular ground of my retiring from the Committee. 
If a College were established under the Affiliated Colleges Act, do you consider it desirable 

that a Theological Faculty should be instituted in the College for training proposed candidates 
for the ministry, in the present divided state of Presbyterianism ? I feel some difficulty in 
answering that question. I am known to hold peculiar views about this movement, and 
though I submitted my judgment to the Synod as far as my public acts were concerned, I had 
my private opinion: I did not think from the first there was a call for a Divinity Hall, on any 
pretext, considering the very limited state of our churches, to justify our developing Pres-
byterian benevolence for the training of students to fill our pulpits. The calculation I made 
was that we should not require more than two or three ministers per annum, according to 
the statistics of the churches at home, which are much larger, and that we would be scarcely 
able to maintain an efficient staff of Professors. That was a private opinion of my own then; 
but as regards the Government grant I have always held that it was clearly intended for a 
Theological Institution, and that no departure from this would meet the object of the Bill. 

Supposing there were united action among the different sections of the Presbyterian 
Church at present to establish a College, would you think it at all desirable that a Theo-
logical Faculty should be established in that College, looking to the divisions that now exist? 
Setting aside private opinions, and regarding simply the institution of a College in terms of 
the Act, I think that, whatever difficulties may exist, no College would meet the provisions 
of the Bill that has not a theological aspect. 

It is in regard to this Affiliated College the Committee are now inquiring? Unless it 
were a Theological Institution, I do not think the object of the Bill would be carried out. 
1. You think it would be almost impossible to form such an institution in the present dis-
tracted state of the Presbyterian body? What led me to differ from my own body was, that 
they were not acting constitutionally according to what I conceived to be the laws of the 
Church. Any one who knows any thing of Presbyterianism must be aware that the principles 
of Presbyterians are not enunciated by a particular individual, but by ecclesiastical authority 
of the Synod. The view I had of co-operation, if other difficulties could be overcome, was, 
that all the sections of the Presbyterian Church willing to co-operate in this matter should, 
in the proper way, appoint delegates; that Dr. Lang's Synod, the United Presbyterian 
Church, the Free Church, and ourselves, should each appoint Committees, and that these 
should meet to draw up some system of theological training that all could agree upon, that 
they should throw over minor differences, and teach the broad principles of Presbyterianism.. 
These would represent the four bodies; and, I think, this would be the only way to secure 
unity and harmony in the matter. 
13. To carry out the views you have just now given expression to, would you think it abso-
lutely necessary that the Principal of the College should be an ordained minister of any of 
these Presbyterian bodies? There is a peculiarity there: I have not paid sufficient attention 
to that to say what is absolutely necessary. Many things that might appear at first sight to 
be an absolute rule at home have arisen from practice. I do not know that it is the invariable 
law that the Principal of a University at home should be a minister; it may have arisen 
from custom. We know the time was when Professors of Logic, of Moral Philosophy, and of 

415—B other 
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The Rev, other branches were all taken from the church, and when thcre were particular ministers of 
John Dougal. the church who held professorships. This might have gone on for so long as to appear a. 

law, while only practice. I am not aware, although generally ministers were placed as 
Aug.;  1858. Principals at home, that it is essential. But, viewing the thing as an ecclesiastical institution 

here, and with the probability of having but a small number of pupils, we must make our 
Principal, paid by the Government, as useful as possible; and it is likely that he would have-
to teach theology—to be a compendium of two or three chairs—and it is not probablc that 
we should obtain, nor would it be scarcely correct to have, a layman in that important 
position : it must be one under the government of the church, and properly qualified to. 
teach theology. 
Are you aware of any Colleges in Scotland where the Principal is not an ordained minister 

of some one or other of the Presbyterian denominations? I cannot speak positively to their 
being all clergymen. Dr. Lang mentioned Sir David Brcwstcr. I think Mr. Tulloch is at 
present in St. Andrew's. Rev. Dr. Barclay, late minister of Currie, is the present Principal 
of Glasgow College. Dr. Lee is in Edinburgh College; and I think the Principals in the 
two Colleges at Aberdeen are clergymen. 
Do I understand you to be of opinion that if a College be established at all, there should 

be a Theological Faculty established in it under the provisions of this Affiliated Colleges 
Act? I think that the Act appears to regard the institution as generally a theological one. 
Do you not think, if a College for secular education were established for the present, 

that would answer all the purposes that are necessary for some years to come, until perhaps 
a union of the Presbyterian bodies could be effected? I. have a private opinion that had the 
money been taken to institute something strictly literary, it would have been much better. 
I think, moreover, that the mass of laymen throughout the country who have contributed to 
this fund did not anticipate the ecclesiastical aspect of it; they considered that they were to 
have something truly national—a Scottish College. The contemplated Affiliated Colleges, 
however, have nothing Scottish—are merely copies of certain semi-monastic peculiarities of 
the English Universities. They are merely boarding'houses, not like the Scottish Colleges, 
where sons of parents possessing little wealth can, for three to six guineas, attend certain 
classes, where, for a trifling sum, facilities are afforded for obtaining a first-class liberal 
education. Something of that sort would have been highly advantageous, whereas the present 
University is so constituted that none but a wealthy man could afford to send his son to it. 
In Scotland, any peasant's son can come up to a College for half the year, and teach during 
the other half. But the Act does not contemplate such a state of things as this. A College 
founded upon such a principle would enter into competition with the University; instead of 
being an Affiliated College, doing what was proper and filial, it would take pupils away from it. 
By Mr. Ric1arclson: You say you think all the Principals in Scotland at present are 

ordained ministers? I think so; I will not speak positively. 
You are not aware whether Sir David Brewster is? I am not aware whether he is at 

present a Principal; I do not think so, for he belongs to the Free Church now. 
You say it is not necessary that a Principal should be an ordained minister—you think 

it has arisen from custom? 1 do not say that it has; I think it may be so; I could not 
speak positively to the fact. I know the time was when a great many chairs were filled by 
ministers of the Church of Scotland. 
Do you think the present Principals in Colleges in Scotland teach theology? Not 

necessarily. 
Is not their occupation chiefly the management of the secular part of affairs? They 

have the general management over the whole institution. 
Would not that lead you to suppose that any one, even if not ordained, might be qualified 

to be Principal of a College? I perfectly believe it. I think it is only the influence of old 
customs that retains that. 
You have stated that, before the second committee meeting, notices were sent to parties 

in connection with the different sections of the Presbyterian Church—were they sent to all 1 
They were not only sent to parties in connection with the Presbyterian Churches, but what 
I thought at the time was ridiculous, to the Independents, and I think one to a gentleman 
who was a Unitarian. 
Were notices sent to ministers of the Free Church ? I think so. 
Was one sent to the minister in connection with the United Presbyterian Church? I 

have been told he was invited to co-operate. 
Was a notice sent to Dr. Lang? I believe not. 
Do you know why it was not? I could not say. I did not make myself intimately 

acquainted with each minute proceeding, and, being thought rather disaffected, I might 
not be in the way to be informed of each particular. I was supposed to be disaffected from 
considering our desire for a theological institution premature, seeing that at home the United 
Presbyterian Church, of 700 charges, do not aspire to the distinction of an imposing structure 
such as here contemplated, but had their students, till a few years since, convened in Dr. 
Brown's church, five of the most eminent ministers of the body being freed from their 
charges for two months while they instructed the students. I thought, while so large a body 
as that were doing without a formal Divinity Hall or grand institution, in a young Colony 
like this we might manage the training of ministers with less expensive machinery than 
that contemplated. I was, therefore, thought by our body as not warmly affected towards 
building a University, and through that I was not very intimate with all their proceedings; 
therefore, I could not say what letters were written and what were not. 
Is it your general impression that members connected with your church are the only parties 

who have a legal claim to the land granted? I do not think they have that impression just 
now. Do you mean the laity or the clergy? 
Either the laity or ministers? I think the laity wished to see it as liberal as possible. 

I do not think the laity wished to arrogate anything to the Church of Scotland. 
 



ON PROPOSED PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE. 15 

You are aware that subscriptions were obtained to the amount of £7,000? Yes. The Rev. 
Do you think many in the Free Church, and in the other branches of the Presbyterian John Dougal. 

body, are cognizant of the fact that the Church of scotland are the only parties who can 
claim the land ? I think they do not. I drew the attention of one or two to something J 6Aug. iSeS. 
saw in the Bill which struck me that the whole thing was made over to the Church of 
Scotland, or to the Synod here in connection with the Church of Scotland. I did not think 
they could understand that, and I thought it might have an influence upon the contributions 
if they found out afterwards that money contributed with the understanding that the 
institution should be free and unfettered might, by some change, be devoted to the exclusive 
purpose of the Church of Scotland. 

Is it your opinion that the whole thing should be formed upon such a basis as that all 
Presbyterians could unite in it ? I think so. I should like to sec general harmony. 

By Mr. Ala'corn: You state that it is your impression that it was altogether for a 
Theological Faculty that the College was to be instituted—that it did not contemplate secular 
education, because that could be obtained in the University? I have stated that the 
intention was, that it should have a theological aspect. The view I take of it is, that the 
Government, seeing that they had established a broad platform on which all sects might meet 
in the matter of simple literature, made arrangements to provide for religious claims where 
there could not be this agreement. I think it was intended to have a Theological Faculty, 
with, undoubtedly, a tutorial system in addition, for the superintendence of the young gentle-
men in preparing their tasks for the College. 

Would not that preclude all others but young men intended for the ministry from 
attending this College? No, I do not conceive that. The Act does not mention that it is 
simply an institution for candidates for the ministry; it merely mentions that there every-
thing would have a religious aspect. 

Does the Act say so? It seems to me to provide for handing over these young men to 
certain recognized parties to take care of them spiritually. 

Do you not rather think it is to provide these young men with a home, in the first place, 
to be under the care of persons who would attend merely to their religious instruction, much 
in the same way as their parents would have done in the family? It mentions in the Act 
systematical religious instruction. 

You state that you consider the Ministers in Synod, (supposing the grant to have been 
to all Presbyterians in the Colony,) were the parties to which the Government were to look 
for any authority, or as trustees to whom this money should be given—do you think it is 
merely the clergy who are meant in the Act? The way I look at the matter is this :—I 
take it for granted that it is a theological institution, and that it has to do with Presbyterians. 
It was the intention of the two Synods, in going on with the matter, to have a Hall of 
Divinity—a Theological Faculty there as a branch to provide for the future ministers of our 
pulpits. The view I take of it is, that anything so important should not, among Presby-
terians, be decided by individuals as individuals, but by the churches as churches, where 
both elements are represented in Synod; and that for ministers to allow a system of training 
over which they had no control, would be for them to be unfaithful to their ordination vows, 
to watch over the spiritual interests of their people. If it be a literary institution simply, 
let ministers have no control over it; if partly literary and partly theological, let the church 
have a definite hold upon that part which affects its vital interests, and let the other part be 
left to other persons; but if it be entirely theological, let the church have that hold upon 
it which it is bound by its constitution to have. 

Your reason, then, for leaving the Committee, was simply that you did not think they 
were going on in a constitutional way, or with proper authority? Certainly; that they 
were not going on with proper authority; that the only right I had to join in their delibera-
tions was as a member of the Committee of the Synod; and as our terms were not accepted, 
I withdrew. 

Were you aware of the terms of the grant at the time you acted upon the Committee? 
No, I was not; it was only within the last fortnight or three weeks that, looking in the 
University Almanac, I saw it more fully. 

Had you known that would you have considered yourself warranted in acting with any 
other body of Presbyterians? I believe one reason why I was set down as hostile was, that 
on one or two occasions I drew attention to lurking difficulties that caused hinderance. I 
proposed the question, "Do you know you are members of the Synod of Australia's Corn-
" mittee?" As we had simply power to add to our number, I considered that I was bound 
in honor to tell those co-operating with us what their position was; so here I should certainly 
have considered myself under obligation. 

Do you think, in the present divided state of parties, that even if a College could be 
established by one section of the Presbyterian Church, that would be likely to heal the 
divisions, or to promote union among the different parties? I think, if a College were 
established in connection with one section, if that section maintained its title by apparently 
gaining a point over other parties, it might be a source of heart-burning rather than other-
wise; but I think if all bodies could in some way bury their grievances, and unite upon an 
equal and honorable basis, it would be a material advantage. 

By Mr. Marks: You are minister of a body of religionists known as the Church of 
Scotland? I have two positions; I am an ordained minister of the Church of Scotland, and 
a minister of the Synod of Australia, connected with the Church of Scotland. 

Does that designation "The Church of Scotland," include all Presbyterians? I do not 
think so. 

Are there any other bodies of Presbyterians quite distinct from the body to which you 
belong? There are three other bodies 
Has the Church of Scotland, in your opinion, taken constitutional steps to establish, an 

Affiliated 
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The Rev. Affiliated College? I do not think any steps have been taken according to what I consider 
0 ii Dougal. constitutional practice. That is the ground of my difference. 

46 You say steps were taken to secure the co-operation of other bodies of Presbyterians in 
6 Aug., 188. the Colony? I do not know whether they have been carried out fully, but 1 know the 

co-operation of several other bodies has been invited. 
Have you any reason to believe that the co-operation of all the other bodies of Presby-

terians was not invited? As I have stated, my opinion is that Dr. Lang, personally, was not 
invited, but I am not aware—there was some little difficulty arose as to that—but I am not 
aware whether the co-operation of the Synod of New South Wales was invited. 
Dr. Lang is connected with the body of Presbyterians known as the Synod of New South 

Wales? Yes. 
Are there any ministers in connection with that body besides Dr. Lang? So I under-

stand. I take my knowledge from the almanac, as a matter of general popular under- 
standing. 
Are you aware whether any letter or any request was sent to any other member of that 

particular body of Presbyterians? I am not aware. I believe there was an advertisement 
calling upon all members of the presbyterian bodies to unite. Several other persons were 
waited upon by deputation, but I believe Dr. Lang was not waited upon in that way. 
You think others were? Yes. 
Do you think all sections could conscientiously unite in establishing a College in 

accordance with the principles which you consider to be the principles of the Affiliated Colleges 
Act? It was stated that the Baptists in Melbourne, and that the- United Presbyterians in 
Melbourne, bad received Government aid- 
Aid in land? Land can be converted into nioney. If Presbyterians found it according 

to their views and consciences to do so, I thought they might unite in that way; but with 
my present experience, I think they would not be likely to do so. 
By the (ihairnian : Can you favor the Committee with any further suggestion ? 

FRIDAY, 13 AUGUST, 1858. 

prtøent 

Mu. GORDON, MR. MARKS, 

Mn. RICHARDSON, Mn. ALDCORN. 

Mu. BUCKLEY. 

SAMUEL DEANE GORDON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Present in the room—The Rev. J. D. Lang, D.D., the Petitioner. 

The Reverend John WGibbon called in and examined :— 

The Rev. 1. By the Chairman: You are a minister of the Synod of Australia .in connection with the 

J. M'Gibbon. Established Church of Scotland? I am. 
You are also one of the secretaries of the Presbyterian College Committee, appointed at a 

13 Aug.. 1858. public meeting held on the 5th April? 1 am. 
At which certain resolutions were passed as the basis on which it was proposed that a 

Presbyterian College should be erected under the Affiliated Colleges Act? Yes. I may 
add that the res,lutions were not the basis, but the prospectus was the basis. 

Was the prospectus brought before the public meeting? It was. 
It has been stated in evidence that there was a preliminary Committee to make arrange-

ments for the establishment of a Presbyterian College—were you a member of that Com-
mittee ? 

orn- 

mittee? I was. 
Will you be kind enough to state on what principle that Committee was formed, and what 

parties were invited to co-operate with it? A Committee was first appointed by the Synod 
of Australia, and that Committee appointed by the Synod of Australia sought intercourse 
with a Committee which had been appointed by the Synod of Eastern Australia; and in that 
way the movement commenced. 
Were you specially delegated by the Synod of Australia to act on that Committee? I 

was. 
Will you be kind enough to inform the Committee what steps were taken by that Com-

mittee to ascertain the opinions of the Presbyterians of the Colony regarding the best means 
of erecting a College, previous to a public meeting being held? The instructions given to 
the Committee appointed by the Synod of Australia were, that the Committee should take 
such steps as they saw best, or most practicable, for the erection of a College; and the first 
step they took was to seek co-operation with the Committee which had been appointed by 
the Synod of Eastern Australia, or Free Church. 
Was there a Committee appointed by the Synod of Eastern Australia for a similar purpose 

to the one you have referred to? There was. 
Were any of the other bodies of Presbyterians invited to co-operate with the Committee 

appointed by the Synod of Australia, as well as the lree Church Synod? Yes. 
Would you be kind enough to inform the Committee who were the parties invited to 

cooperate? The Rev. Mr. Darling, as minister and representative of the body known as 
the United Presbyterian body. 

12. 
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Was any minister of the Synod of New South WTales  invited to co-operate? Not to my The Rev. 
knowledge. J. M'Gibb. 

Was the Rev. Dr. Lang invited to co-operate? Not that I am aware of. 
Are you aware whether any other bodies or religious sects were invited to co-operate 13 Aug., 188. 

with the Committee? I am. At the suggestion, and upon the strong recommendation of 
some members of Committee, the Independent body was invited, by a communication 
addressed to the Independent Union. 

Did they decline co-operation ? They did. 

]hd they assign any reason for doing so? They did. They assigned as their reason, 
their objection to the principles of the Affiliated Colleges Act in general, and to the establish-
ment of a College under that Act in particular. 

Have you examined into the construction and provisions of the different clauses of the 
Affiliated Colleges Act? I have. 

What is your opinion with regard to the provisions of that Act, as far as the Presby-
terians of the Colony are concerned, (as a whole I mean,) or with respect to the different 
sections of Presbyterians? My opinion is, that it does not take cognizance of any sect, nor 
does it provide for the union of sects. 

You think that, under the provisions of that Act., any religious denomination or sect 
who will contribute the necessary amount may apply to the Government for the assistance 
which that Act proposes to give for the formation of Colleges in conneiou with the 
University ? There does not appear to be anything in the Act contrary to that view. 

Are you aware of the terms of a deed of grant of certain lands that has been made by 
the Government to the Senate of the University? I am. 
Do you know the different sects that are there enumerated ? I do. 
Are you aware that that deed specially provides for the four denominations only who 

are now recognized by the State? I am. 

Were you aware of the terms of the deed containing this provisien at the time the Com-
mittee was first formed for the establishment of a Presbyterian College? I was conversant 
with it generally, but I am not sure that I was aware of that clause specifically just then. 

has it been brought under your notice since that time? Yes. 
Long subsequently, or recently? I think it must have been about the time of the 

beginning of the proceedings. 
What proceedings do you refer to? The proceedings of the Committee. 
Before the public meeting was called? Yes. I could not be positive, however. 
Do you think the ministers of the Free Church who were co-operating with your Com-

mittee appointed by the Synod of Australia were aware of the provisions of that deed at 
the time? I am not aware. 

Was the matter never brought under discussion in the Committee? Not that I am 
aware of. 

Do you think the members of the Committee appointed by the Synod of Australia 
generally were aware of the provisions of that deed at that time? I could n,t say. 

Were the resolutions or the prospectus adopted by the Committee submitted for public 
opinion, through the press, or in any other way, before they were brought before the public 
meeting in Castlereagh-street? It was not-that is to say, not through the press; it was 
pretty well known and circulated otherwise. 
Were any steps taken by the Committee for getting the opinions of the Presbyterians of 

the Colony generally, as to that prospectus before it was submitted to the public meeting? 
Not in a public way. 

Do you think it would not have been better to have made the resolutions and the 
prospectus public previous to their having been submitted to the public meeting and carried 
as they were? I do not think it would have made much difference, if any, because the 
resolutions then passed were more of a formal nature than any thing else. The resolutions 
upon which any thing of importance will depend will be passed at a meeting, called for that 
purpose, of those whom it concerns-of those who have taken a part in the establishment of 
the College. 

But in a public matter of this kind, the establishment of a College for the benefit of a 
whole denomination, do you not think it likely you would have received more co-operation 
and sympathy from the denomination generally if they had been aware of the resolutions and 
prospectus that were to be submitted to the meeting? Well, I could not say; it .might have 
been so, and it might not have been. I do not think it would have made much difference. 
Are you aware that there is a large proportion of the Presbyterians of the Colony who 

do not intend co-operating with the present movement? I am not; but I know there is a 
small section. 

A small section who do not intend to co-operate do you mean? Yes. 
Are you aware of the number of Presbyterians in the Colony? I have a general know-

ledge. 

About how many do you estimate? It is alleged that there are t.hirty thousand-men, 
women, and children. 

And about how many out of those thirty thousand have you co-operating in this move-
ment? Well, we cannot say how many we have got co-operating yet; the matter is only in 
process. 

Of course I only wish to know the number within your own knowledge? Well, I could 
not tell. 

How many members of the Synod of Australia are members of the Committee appointed 
at the public meeting? Do you mean ministers? 

Ministers? I do not know exactly at present-four or five, I am not sure which; that 
is to say, of the Gentral Committee. 
How many ministers of any other section of the Presbyterian Church? An equal num-

ber of the Synod of Eastern Australia. 
415-F . 44 
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The Rev. 44. Are you aware that there is another College Committee, which was appointed at another 
J. Gibbon, public meeting of Presyterians held on the 12th April? It is reported so in the public 

newspapers; 1 have no knowledge of it, however, otherwise. 
13.Aug., 1858. 45. Was there not a proposal for a conference made to your Committee from another Com- 

mittee appointed by that other public meeting to which I am referring? There was a docu-
ment submitted, signed by certain gentlemen, who signed themselves as deputed by some 

Committee appointed at some public meeting. 
What were the names of those gentlemen, do you recollect? The IIonoable. Mr. 

Robertson was one, J. Black another, Andrew Lang another, Dr. Lang another, and I think 

Mr. Richardson. 
Were the whole of those names subscribed to that application for a conference? They 

were. 
Was the proposal for a conference agreed to by your Committee? It was not. 
Is this a correct report of what took place in your Committee upon that occasion (referring 

to an exIt act 1,.eadcd [ENcLOsURE], dal-d St. Andrew's Clinic/i, 31 May, 
1858, and Signid 

lVill,one Lundaine, one of the sccrcla)-iS, quoted in the vidence of the Rev. Lii. Lang)? 
I believe this is a correct copy of what was done ultimately. There was a previous document 

however, which is at the top here. 
Will you be kind enough to inform the Committee what members of the College Com- 

mittee were present when this resolution was agreed to? I do not remember. 
Was this resolution carried unanimously, or was it by a majority, do you recollect? 

There were some who demurred to its being put, or something of the kind, but it was carried 
unanimously. There was no recorded dissentient; at first the thing was generally discussed, 
and several of us expressed our agrecableness to a conference, but it was ultimately agreed 
that it would be preferable to write, i.ecuesting a copy of the objections for the statement, 
or discussion of which the conference was asked, and that course was unanimously agreed to. 

I see from this statement, dated St. Andrew's Church, 31st May, 1858, and signed by 
William Lumsdaine, one of the secretaries, that the first reason for declining a conference 
was, that the establishment of a Theological Chair was necessary in the proposed College—
will you be kind enough to inform the Committee why you think a Theological Chair should 
be constituted, or how a Theological Chair could be constituted, in the present divided state 
of the Presbyterian Church, so as to prove satisfactory to all Presbyterians? I do not 

exactly understand the question. 
You will see by that minute that your first reason for declining a conference was, that 

you consider the establishment of a Theological Chair necessary in the proposed College? Yes. 
Now, my question is, can you show to this Committee how a Theological Chair can be 

constituted in the present divided state of the Presbyterian Church, so as to prove satisfactory 
to the geeral Presbyterian body? I think the divisions of the Presbyterian community lie 
back altogether from this College movement, and that even although a College were estab-
lished, the divisions would subsist for some time at least, and either a Theological Chair 

would be established, notwithstanding the divisions, or it would never be established at all. 

55.. Well, by what party, or by what part of the Presbyterians, would this Theological Chair 
be established? '1'hat question was mooted in Committee, and it was agreed by the ministers 
of the Synod of Eastern Australia, and by the ministers of the Synod of Australia., that a 
Professor might be chosen either from the Free Church, or from the Church of Scotland, 
or that one might be chosen from America, who recognised neither sect; or, that Dr Duff, 

of Calcutta, might be invited to the Chair. 
56. Do you think it necessary that a Theological Chair should be established at present, 
seeing the divided state of the Presbyterians, and the very small number of students you are 
likely to have for a time? I think it highly necessary. An attempt was made to establish 
a Theological Institution some time ago by the petitioner himself; and certainly time Colony 
is not smaller now than it was then. An attempt is being made by dissentients of the Synod 
of Eastern Australia to establish a similar institution under their own immediate surveillance. 
I think it highly necessary that a Theological Chair should be established, and that the 
subsisting divisions ought not in any way to interfere with such an establishment. To wait 

for the removal of these divisions would be to wait for ever. 
.57. But do you not think that your own statement is a very good reason why a Theological 
Chair should not at first be established in this Colony, seeing that, as you have, stated, the 
Free Church is at present trying to establish one for themselves, and that the petitioner some 
time ago did the same thing? I decidedly think it is no reason why it should not be 

established, but a very strong reason why it should. 
By what body would it be established then, seeing that these two bodies of Presbyterians 

are providing for themselves—does it not follow that, under the circumstances, it would be a 
Theological Chair expressly for the Synod of Australia? It might, or it might not, just as 
the Committees should agree, or as the subscribers or founders of the College should agree. 
The person chosen might be a Free Church man, or be might not. 
Do you think it likely that the body who had the greatest number of members in the 

Committee would be the most likely to establish a Theological Chair from their own part of the 
Presbyterian body? There is no one party in the Committee in excess of the other; they 

are both equal. 
But then there are two other bodies of Presbyterians that are eptirely excluded? They 

are not excluded, as I shall show immediately. If they withdraw or exclude themselves it 

is a different question. 
Did the Rev. Mr. Darling decline to co-operate with you in the establishment of this 

College? He did. 
And neither Dr. Lang nor any other minister of the Synod of New South Wales was 

invited to co-operate? Not tbat I am aware of. 
I think ydu will see in the extract I pointed to before, that the second reason that you. 

gave 
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gave for declining a conference with the other Committee was, that the subscriptions you had The Rev. 
received for the College were given in the expectation that the principles embodied M Gibbon. 
in your prospectus would be carried out—is this the fact? As far as I am aware, it is.  

Have you not received subscriptions from a large number of persons belonging to ether 13 Aug., 188. 

Presbyterian bodies? The subscriptions have been exclusively obtained from the members 
of the body of the Synod of Australia and of the Synod of Eastern Australia—the two 
parties agreeing to the prospectus. 
But when the Synod, or the Committee of the Synod of Eastern Australia, agreed to 

this co-operation, do you think they were aware of the terms of the deed of grant to the 
Senate of the University? I cannot say. 
When they are made aware of them do you think it likely they will continue their 

subscriptions? That of course I cannot say; but during the last week one of the treasurers•  
and myself called on several of the parties who had at first inserted their names and the 
amounts which ihey intended to give on the subscription lit, with a view to collect the 
moneys and promissory notes, and in no instance were we denied—in no instance did the 
parties even hesitate to pay the subscriptions which they had promised although they were 
perfectly aware of the jfurts of petitioner and of the na/u' e of the petition which he had 
presented to the Legislature. And further, although the petition has been published in the 
public prints, although the utmost publicity has been given to its several allegations, and 
although the precise terms of the grant of land are now pretty well known, near to a thousand 
pounds in ordinaru subscriptions have been collected in town and country since the last pub-
lication of the svbsciiption list. 

But, seeing that this deed of grant is given expressly for the Church of Scotland, do 
you think it likely the subscribers from the Free Church will continue their subscriptions to 
found a Presbyterian College in connection with the Church of Scotland? I do not see why 
they should not continue them, if we agree and bind ourselves by the prospectus to admit 
them or any others to an equality of right and privilege in the matter. I do not see that 
the simple circumstance of the deed of grant being issued to one body should alter the case. 
Their rights and privileges would be equal notwithstanding. 
But supposing the Synod of Australia in connection with the Church of Scotland at 

any time became dissatisfied with the other part of the Committee from the Synod of Eastern 
Australia, would it not be in their power to assume their right under the deed  of grant? 
Decidedly not; because the Act of Incorporation, which would be drawn up on the terms 
and principles of the prospectus, would preclude for ever the Synod of Australia from 
stepping in to assert its right exclusively. 
How would you prevent the Government from asserting its right to have that .Presby-

terian College established in cOnnéaioi with the Church of Scotland ? The Government 
could not interfere in the matter. 
But they have already granted the land for that special purpose? Well, provided the 

Government grant me a certain portion of land for any purpose, and I am pleased to invite 
the co-operation of any other body in the carrying out of that object, would the Government 
interfere with that ? 
I should think they could interfere? They could, and might then do anything, at that 

rate. 

If they should give you a grant of land, as a trustee, to employ it for any public purpose, 
do you think it would be in your power to give part of that away, or in any way alienate it 
from the purpose for which the Government intended it? We should neither give part of 
it away nor alienate it from the purpose for which it is granted; we should carry out that. 
purpose in its integrity. 
Are you aware that many of the subscribers to the present movement are mere children? 

I am aware; a circumstance of which I greatly approve, inasmuch as the children will have 
a more permanent interest in the College than the parents or adults can be supposed to have. 
How are they to vote in case of a Theological Professor being appointed? I do not 

know I am sure; the matter has not been provided for specially; but I should imagine that 
the parents, who have inserted their names, should have a right to vote according to the 
amount they give—according to the amount the parents give, I mean. 

By Mr. Richardson: Do you think that when the Affiliated Colleges Act was passed it 
was meant that all Presbyterians should participate in the benefits to be derived from such 
an institution? I do not think such an absurdity could be meant. 
Then you think that only one section of the Presbyterian Church should participate? 

I do not mean that 
Then what portion of them do you suppose were to derive the benefit? Those who would. 

accept it. 

Do you think it is desirable that all the Presbyterians should be placed in such a position 
that they could all participate in the benefits of the institution? Unquestionably so. 
Are there not some sections of the Presbyterian Church in this Colony who would refuse 

to take State support in any shape? Yes. 
Do you think it is desirable the Principal of the College should be a minister of religion? 

Ido. 

Do you know of any cases in Scotland where the Principal is not a minister? Yes 
Will you be kind enough to state them? There was one—I believe Sir David Brewster 

was ,a Principal of a College, be was not a minister. 
Would not that be a reason why a man may be efficient enough without being a minister'  

of religion? He may be efficient enough without being a minister. 
84 Is that the only case you know of in Scotland? It is at present. 
Do you think the Principals in the Colleges in connection with University in Scotland 

teach religion ? Yes. 
Is that their chief occupation? I cannot say it is their chief occupation, but it is one 

of them. 87. 
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The Rev. 87. Do you not think their business is more confined to the secular portion of the manage-
J. M Gibbon. ment of the Colleges? I do not see that this College in this Colony should be just a reflex , ¼. 

of the Colleges at home. 
13 Aug., 1858. 88. I have understood that the functions of the l'rincipals in the Colleges generally in 

Scotland are not confined to religious instruction, but that they give secular instruction—that 
being the the case, do you not think that if the Principal here were not a minister, that 
might do away with the difficulty which stands in the way of other dissenting bodies joining 
this College ? I cannot say that it would, but it might I cannot say how. 
You are aware that if the Principal were a minister of religion, and as such to receive 

State support, those sections of the Presbyterian Church professing the voluntary principle 
could not consistently join in this College ? I do not see that they would refuse to join iii 
the College simply because the Principal was a minister receiving State support. 
Have you not heard that some of them have for that very reason declined doing so ? I 

have not, on the ground that the Principal should receive State support. 
How many sections does the Presbyterian Church consist of in this Colony? There are 

dome who enumerate six, I believe. 
9:?. Will you be kind enough to mention these? There are two of them of which I do not 
know the names. 
Those within your own knowledge? There are four generally well enough known—

the Synod of Australia, the Synod of Eastern Australia, the Synod of New South Wales, 
and the United Presbyterians. 
You say that when you held your first meeting notices were sent to different ministers, 

or to some of the ministers in connection with the different sections of the Church ? I did 
not say that. I said that when the Committee of the Synod of Australia were appointed 
they sought to open a communication with the Committee of the Synod of Eastern Australia, 
and the matter was then conducted by the two conjointly. 

Did you send notices to the United Presbyterian body, or to any member of, or to the 
minister connected with, that body ? He received notice. 
90. 1 think you said he declined acting? He did. 

What were his reasons—did he give any? His reasons were that he could not con-
scientiously co-operate in the matter. 

Wes that the only reason he gave ? I believe I have it here—I cannot find it just at 
present ; but it is generally that he could not conscientiously agree. 
You think he did not state it more fully—that lie did not state that if the Principal 

were a minister receiving State support he could not co-operate? Not to my knowledge. 
Were any notices sent to the body in connection with the Rev. Dr. Lang, or to any 

other Minister of the Synod of New South Wales? Not to any of the ministers, as far as I 
am aware, but to some of the laymen. 

I think you answered the question that when your first meeting was held you were not 
aware of the deed of grant having been made to the Established Church of Scotland? I 
am not aware at what time I became possessed of the knowledge. That was what I stated. 

Is it not your opinion that those parties in connection with the Free Church, and in 
connection with other sections, when they become cognisant of that fact, will withdraw their 
subscriptions? I have answered already that I do not see why they should. They might, 
however. 

By ilk. Aldeorn : You have stated that you think, notwithstanding the grant of land, 
that the Church of Scotland, to whom the grant is made, could assume any other portion of 
the Presbyterian Church, and, in fact, the inference must be, that they could assume any 
section, and still carry out the purposes of the grant—the purposes that the Government had 
in making the grant;—is that your opinion, distinctly, that they could still fulfil the purposes 
of the Government and alienate—for it is alienating—it from the purposes stated by the 
Government by taking in other parties to participate in the benefits of this grant? I do not 
see that it would be any alienation. 

Supposing they were to take in Baptists or Methodists, or any other section? Of course 
such an extraordinary supposition as that might imply alienation ; but nothing of that kind 
is contemplated. The taking in of any portion of the Presbyterian body that has essentially 
the same principles, the same doctrine, and the same discipline, and who are divided on only 
one question, is no alienation, as far as I can see. It is a mere opinion, however. 

Are, you aware that there are two different sections of the Presbyterian Church which 
hold voluntary principles ? I am. 
100. Then how could these parties agree to found a College, the head of which was to teach 
theology and to be endowed by the Government—how could they come to join you? I am 
quite sure I cannot speak for what they could do or what they cvqli€ to do. 

How would you allow these bodies to come in to participate in the benefits of a College 
of this kind, if their principles were directly opposed to the proposed constitution of the 
College? They must answer for themselves; I have no knowledge as to how they could do it. 

Do you think they could do it at all? I do not see how they could. 
You have stated that you, when appointed as a Committee by the Synod of Australia, 

communicated with the Committee of the Synod of Eastern Australia, inviting them to 
o-operate with you in this intention of instituting a Presbyterian College—did that Coin- 
niittee meet you as a Committee of the Synod of Eastern Australia? They did. 

Did they continue to act in that capacity all along? Until the last meeting of their 
Synod they did. 

Then in what capacity did they act afterwards? In their individual capacity. 
Did you act all along as a Committee of the Synod of Eastern Australia? We did. 
Did any one of that Committee appointed by the Synod of Eastern Australia with-

draw virtually from that Committee on certain grounds? I am not aware that any of the 
Committee of the Synod of Eastern Australia withdrew. 
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Has the Rev. Mr. Dougall attended your meetings regularly? He belongs to the The Rev. 
Synod of Australia. I11bLOi. 

It was that I meant. Did any member of the Synod of Australia virtually withdraw t 
on certain grounds? Mr. Dougail has ceased to co-operate with us. 13 Aug., I88. 

Did he assign grounds for his withdrawing from you? He did not. 
Did he not assign certain grounds to the effect that you were acting contrary tD the 

spirit of your appointment? He has assigned that to individual members, but he has tot 
assigned any such reason in the Committee. 

Has he not assigned any reasons at all in Committee stating why he withdrew? He 
has not, so far as I know. 

Will you state to the Committee what was your views as to what should be the cart icu-
mm of education at this College? Do you mean secular education? 

I mean all together—the whole course? The curriculum, as far as secular education is 
concerned, is decided by the University; the details of the theological have not yet been 
agreed to. 

[low is it decided by the University? The curriculum of secular education is clecidcd 
by the University. in the College there is merely assistance given to the course appointcd 
by the University. 

A tutorial system do you mean? Yes. 
Then is the Theological Faculty not determined upon at all? The details are not. 
But the institution of a Theological Faculty is determined upon? Ycs. 
Do you think it would be possible that the Principal should not teach theology at all, 

and that this might be a benefit to all parties who would co-operate in the institution of a 
College of this kind, or rather, I will ask you are you aware that the Principals in Scotland 
are generally appointed Primarius Professors of Divinity, and I suppose were so at first., and 
really taught Divinity, but that lately, with the exception of Dr. Lee at Edinburgh, none of 
them do teach theology at all ? I do not think it is contemplated to make this College a 
reflex of the Colleges in Scotland, as they at present exist, at all; but to adapt it to our 
circumstances as nearly as possible. 

Will you state the reasons which render it necessary that the Principal should teach 
theology in this Colony? It is a probable thing that for some time to.come the number of 
students will be comparatively small, and to have a cumbrous machinery such as at home 
would be quito unnecessary at first. 

Do you think that if the College was established by one section of the Presbyterian 
Church, as sems to have been contemplated by the Government in the deed of grant, this 
would conduce to or promote union among the different sections of the Presbyterian Church, 
or whether it would not in effect widen the differences—whether it would not be attended 
with the contrary effect ? I am quite satisfied that when the College is established union 
will result from its establishment: union will be the result, not the means. 

You think that is likely to be the result from one section of the Presbyterian Church 
being dominant in the College? It is not contemplated that one section should be dominant. 
All are eligible to the positions of the College. But as soon as the College is in operation, 
and students issue from it to the various pulpits in Australia, having come from the same 
quarter, without doubt, in due time, an union of all parties will ensue. But as to waiting 
until union is effected in order to the establishment of a College, would be to make the thing 
stand still for ever. 

Do you think that if the College is chiefly under the ruling and direction of one 
section, the other sections will be likely to send their sons to that College? It is not 
intended that the College should be under the dominion of one section, as the prospectus 
plainly enough shows. 

By Mr. Buckley: Have you found those Colleges in Scotland work well where the 
Principal has not been a clergyman? I know of only one: I do not know whether it 
works well. 

When you say the Colonial College should not be a reflex of those at home, to what 
do you refer? I mean that we should not begin to establish the College just in imitation 
of the existing Colleges at home, by having so many Professors as they have. We must 
have certain Chairs; but the same Professor may occupy more Chairs than one, for some 
time to come. 

Is it indispensable to have a Theological Faculty in the first instance? It is. I believe 
the Synod of Australia, and the members of the Synod of Eastern Australia, would not 
contemplate the erection of a College at all, were it not for that; that is to them the primary 
object. 

Do any other divisions of the Presbyterians think it absolutely necessary to have a 
Theological Faculty ? I do not know what they think. 

Does the difficulty in the way of co-operation arise from one body receiving State aid 
and the others not? I should think that is the principal difficulty. 

You say the grant has been issued in favor of the Church of Scotland—suppose in 
course of time the students from that particular church should be found sufficient to fill 
the College, what would be the position of the other churches if the parties to whom the 
grant was originally given thought proper to insist on their rights? I do not exactly ace 
the question. 

Supposing the Church of Scotland - ? We do not contemplate the Church of 
Scotland supplying any students to it at all. 

Would they be in a position to assert their right to the exclusion of any other sect? 
Of course not, as I have already explained. 

By 3L'i. JlIaiJcs: You say you consider the establishment of a Theological Faculty 
essential in this proposed Presbyterian College ? We do. 
19. You do individually, and so does the body with which you are connected? Yes. 

415—U 140. 
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The B. 140. Would you co-operate. in the establishment of a Presbyterian College with any body 
J. who do not consider the establishment of a Theological Faculty necessary? \Ve would not, 

as far as I know; we consider the establishment of a Theological Chair the primary object. 
3 Aug., 1858. 141. Then you would not yourself be inclined to co-operate with any body who do not think 

that a primary object? I would not. 
And you think that is the opinion of the body with which you are connected? Yes. 

There may be some members who hold other views, but that is the opinion of the body. 
By the Chairnzan: Are you aware that a large number of members belonging to the 

Synod of Eastern Australia hold an opposite opinion? They do. 
You stated that the Committee of the Synod of Australia were acting under the 

instructions of the Synod in co-operation with the present members from the Synod of 
Eastern Australia ? Yes. 

Are you still acting as a Committee authorised by that Synod, in co-operation with 
individual members of the Synod of Eastern Australia, who are not authorised by their 
Synod? The Synod has not met since this occurred. 

By )Wl. Ale/corn: Your own Synod? Our own Synod. 
By the Chairman: Since which occurred? Since the dissolution of the Committee of 

the Synod of Eastern Australia. 
Has the Committee met since? Which Committee? 
The College Committee? Yes. 
And you act as a Committee of the Synod of Australia? We do. 
And individual members of the Synod of Eastern Australia act, not as a Committee, 

but in their individual capacity? Yes; they form with us a joint Committee. 
By .Ml. Ricilard8on: Then, so far as I can gather from what you have said, there is 

not much likelihood of the two bodies co-operating? There is a party in that body who 
decline co-operating for certain reasons; but there is a party who do co-operate with us. 

Could you go on as you are at present, unless the other 'sections of the Free Church 
fall in—are you likely to go on, do you think? I do not see that there is any difficulty. 

You think not? I think not. 
Do you yourself not think it would be desirable to form the whole thing on a wider 

basis, so that all sections could co-operate? It is formed, in my estimation, on the widest 
possible basis, as the prospectus shows. It would not be practicable, in my estimation, to 
form it on a wider basis. 

By Mr. Aldcovn: You say that it is formed on the widest possible basis—I would ask you 
the question, how you reconcile that statement with the fact, of which you are also cognizant, 
that two sections of the Presbyterian Church here object to the very first principles on which 
You go, that is, that the Principal should teach theology, and should be an endowed func-
tionary? I do not say that the two bodies or sections you refer to object to unite and 
co-operate with us on the ground of our proposal that the Principal should teach theology: 
they object to the thing altogether on the principles of the Colleges Act. I do not say that 
it was in consequence of the Principal receiving aid or teaching theology. 

Are you not aware that that is one of the grounds of objection? I am not aware. 
By jill-. Richardson: Do you not think it is likely, from what you know of the prin-

ciples of the voluntaries, that they would object to that? As far as I know their principles 
they would not object to our scheme from the simple circumstance that the Principal would 
teach theology, but they object to the Colleges Act in (oto. 

They might not object to the Principal teaching theology if he were not paid by the 
Government; but do you not think the voluntaries would object to the Principal receiving 
State aid if he were a minister of religion ? They object to all ministers receiving State aid. 

Do you not think that would be a barrier to the two parties professing voluntary prin- 
ciples? It would be equally a barrier if the Professor were a layman. 

Do you think if he were merely a layman the voluntaries would object to his receiving 
State support? It is impossible for me to say; but as far as I know their principles, they 
would object to the thing in toto on the principles of the Colleges Act. 

Whether the Principal was a layman or a minister? Whether a layman or a minister. 
By MI.. Aldcorn: On what part of the Affiliated Colleges Act do you suppose they 

would object to—the whole thing? Inasmuch as it is to be a College in which "systematic 
"religious instruction" is to be taught, they can take no part in its erection. So the thing 
is interpreted by Mr. Darling, and such I know is the principle of the body with which he 
is connected; they can take no part in any thing having a religious aspect which is aided 
by the State. 

That was one reason he assigned—inasmuch as you would receive money for the land 
and for the building? Inasmuch as we would receive land and money for the building, it 
being a College in which "systematic religious instruction" was to be taught. 

By the Chairman: Is there any other information you wish to give the Committee? 

MEMO: The witness then made a Statement, which is omitted here by order of the Com-

mittee. (Vide Minutes of Proceedings on 27 August, 1858.) 

JOHN J. CALVERT, 
Clerk of Select Committees. 

APPENDIX 
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APPENDIX A. The Rev.  
J. M'Gibbon. 

PROSPECTUS of a Presbyterian College an connexion with the Sydney University. 

It is proposed to establish, in terms of the Co1onial Act, 18 Vie, 37, a Presbyterian 13 Aug. 1858.  
College within the University of Sydney, to be named St.. Andrew's College. 

In this College students may reside while attending the University, and may there 
enjoy the advantages of domestic supervision, systematic religious instruction, and tutorial 
superintendence in their studies. In this College there will be an opportunity of supple- 
menting the curriculum of the University, at present confessedly incomplete, and so of 
providing a scheme of academic training similar to that enjoyed in Scotland. 

As a distinct department in the College, there will be a Theological Faculty, and an 
efficient staff of teachers, whereby young men may be prepared for the Christian ministry. 

All Presbyterians are entreated to unite cordially and zealously in prosecuting this 
great and important object. The purity, the stability, and the extension of Presbyterianism 
in New South Wales, and the moral and spiritual interests of generations to come, are 
involved in it. In drawing up the constitution of this College, and in establishing the same, 
every possible guarantee shall be provided that .the doctrines taught from the Theological 
Chair or Chairs in the said Presbyterian College shall, in all time coming, be in full 
conformity with the Westminster standards. 

The following suggestions are respectfully offered, to be considered by a public 
meeting open to all Presbyterians favorable to this object :- 

That the College Buildings shall be erected on a portion of the University Reserve, 
set apart for that purpose by the Government. The said buildings shall consist of class-
rooms, public hail, library, apartments for students, and residences for the Principal and 
such other officers of the College as may be afterwards determined. 

That it will be a special duty of the Principal, and of such Professors and Tutors 
as may be fixed upon to form the effective staff of the said College, to superintend the studies 
of the students resident within it, having full and thorough oversight of their moral and 
religious training and culture; but the benefits and privileges of the College shall be in no 
way restricted to such as may avail themselves of residence in it, but shall be equally 
accessible to all who seek theni, whether residing in the College or elsewhere. 

That the government of the College shall be vested in a Council, to consist of the 
Principal of the College for the time being, and of not fewer than eighteen, nor more than 
twenty-four elective members, one-third of whom shall be ordained Presbyterian ministers, 
holding and signing the Westminster standards. 

That the Principal shall be an ordained minister of .the Presbyterian Church, 
holding and signing the Westminster standards in their integrity. 

That there shall be a Board of Visitors, to consist of two Members from each 
Synod now existing in New South Wales, or that may be hereafter constituted: provided 
that every such Synod hold the Westminster standards, and require subscription thereto. 
The Visitors shall be annually chosen by their respective Synods; and their duties shall be 
set forth in the Constitution to be framed for the said College. 

That the elective Members of the Council of the College shall be chosen, in the 
first instance, by the subscribers to the College Vacancies that occur among the elective 
Members of the Council, during the first three years of its existence, shall be filled up by 
the remaining Members. At the end of three years, and every year thereafter, one-third of 
the elective Members shall retire, and their successors shall be chosen by the surviving 
subscribers, in conjunction with graduates of the University, who are Members of the 
College. Retiring Members of the Council shall not be eligible for re-election till after the 
lapse of one year. Subscribers shall be entitled to vote according to the following scale, 
viz :—Subscrjbers of £10 to have one vote; subscribers of £25 to have two votes; sub-
scribers of £50 to have three votes; and every additional subscription of £50 shall entitle 
to an additional vote. 

TUESDAY, 17 AUGUST, 1858. 

Orcnt :— 
Mu. DICKSON, Du. ALDCORN, 
Mu. MARKS, Mu. RICHARDSON, 
Mn. GORDON, Mn. BUCKLEY. 

SAMUEL DEANE GORDON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

The Rev. William Lumsdajne called in and examined 

By the Chia&man: You are .one of the ministers of the Free Church? Well, of the The Rev. W. 
Synod of Eastern Australia. Lumsdaine. 
You are also one of the secretaries of the proposed Presbyterian College appointed in  

April last? I was acting in that capacity since April, but I have lately resigned. 17 Aug., 1858. 
Have you had any particular reason for resigning the position of joint secretary? It is 

not from any reason arising out of the College matter. There are other reasons, which Jam 
not in a position to state to the Committee: they are not connected with the College 
movement in any way whatever. 
It has been stated in evidence before this Committee that there was a preliminary com-

mittee meeting previous to the public meeting of April: Were you a member of that 
Committee? Yes. 
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The Rev. W. 5. Were you specially appointed to represent the Free Church in that Committee, or were 
Lumsdaine. you merely there as an individual member of the Synod of Eastern Australia? In the first 

instance by appointment of the Synod of Eastern Australia, but when they discharged that 
17 Aug., iSoS. Committee my appearance at all subsequent meetings was on my own personal responsibility, 

and not by the authority of the Synod of Eastern Australia. That was understood at the 
time. 
Had the Committee appointed by the Synod of Eastern Australia been dismissed before 

this public meeting of the 5th April took place? They were dismissed by a vote of the 
Synod in November last, cancelling the resolutions of the former meeting. 
Will you be kind enough to inform the Committee on what principle this joint Committee 

was formed, that you speak of as the preliminary Committee? In the month of July, 1857, 
a communication was received by the Reverend Dr. Mackay, who was Moderator for that 
year of our Synod, from the Moderator of the Synod of Australia, inviting co-operation in 
endeavouring to erect this College within the Sydney University, and on receipt of that 
communication from the Synod of Australia Dr. Mackay, after consulting with the brethern 
with whom he had access, convened a meeting, which the Synod held in August, for the 
purpose of considering whether they could co-operate in respect to this overture of the Synod 
of Australia for this purpose. The result of this meeting in August was the appointment 
of the Committee, of which I was a member, to take joint action with the Committee 
previously appointed by the Synod of Australia to co-operate with us. We had several 
meetings of the Committee up to the first of November, and during all these meetings, up to 
that time, I was acting as representative of the Synod of Eastern Australia, and as member of 
the Committee of the Synod of Eastern Australia. I was also appointed one of the sub-
committee to prepare a prospectus, which was to form the basis of the proposed College, and 
embody the principles on which it should be built; and that prospectus, which was prepared 
by the sub-committee, was brought up, and, after some discussion, was approved of by the 
general Committee. 
Previous to this prospectus being prepared, will you inform the Committee what parties 

were invited together for that purpose; was it merely the Committee of the Synod of Australia 
and the Committee of the Synod of Eastern Australia, or were other Presbyterian bodies 
invited to co-operate, or did they co-operate? I did not form one of the deputation. 1 
know a deputation was appointed, and I think the Rev. Mr. Milne was one to wait upon the 
Rev. Mr. Darling, of the United Presbyterian Church, to invite and secure his co-operation 
in the College undertaking. The Rev. Mr. Darling declined having anything to do with 
the business—his objection being founded on his holding the voluntary principle. Professor 
Smith, while attending the ministry of a clergyman in connection with the Synod of Eastern 
Australia, is, I believe, a United Presbyterian, and he was in communication with Dr. Mackay 
and myself, and took part in preparing that prospectus. 
Were the ministers or members of any other denomination invited to co-operate? We of 

the Synod of Eastern Australia were anxious, even in initiating the proceedings, that every 
Presbyterian minister in the Colony should be invited. 
Whom do you mean by "we." as consenting to this proposal? All the ministers who 

represented the Synod of Eastern Australia, and several other gentlemen besides. 
Was there any objection taken by the ministers of the Synod of Australia to that pro- 

posal? They said, as far as they were concerned they could not ecclesiastically meet the 
Rev. Dr. Lang, and in the preliminary proceedings in the matter we felt an objection on 
that score. 
You were aware, I presume, that there is a portion of the Presbyterians represented in the 

Synod of New South Wales? We were perfectly willing that they should be represented, 
and that any minister of that Sypod should be invited to co-operate. No person seemed to 
demur in the first instance. I will come by and by to the prospectus, which we had the 
principal shaping of. At another part of the proceeding they did express that difficulty. 
I will come to that question presently. I wish to have an answer at present as to 

whether the. Synod of Australia did object to this proposal? They expressed a difficulty on 
that point. 
If you look at the second paragraph of the petition which was presented to the Legisla- 

tive Assembly, and signed by the Rev. Dr. Lang, you will find that he there complaims 
that certain ministers and Presbyterians were excluded from initiating these proceedings, 
and it is with regard to that I am now asking you these questions? It was through the 
difficulty which presented itself to the mind of the Synod of Australia that alone prevented 
any overture being made to the Rev. Dr. Lang and the Synod of New South Wales. There 
was no difficulty in connection with our Synod in acceding to it. 
It is a fact that a discussion took place in this Committee with respect to the admission 

of the Rev. Dr. Lang and other members of the different sections of Presbyterians? I must 
confess it was more especially with reference to Dr. Lang. Of course those objecting assigned 
their reasons. 
Do I understand that objections were principally taken by ministers representing the 

Synod of Australia, or the Established Church of Scotland? Yes, while there was none on 
our side : our object was to make it as general as possible. 
li. Have you examined into the construction and provisions of the different clauses of the 
Affiliated Colleges Act? Not very closely; I have looked into them but not very narrowly: 
I am aware of the principal features of the Act. 
Are you aware whether that Act excludes any denomination of Christians that puts itself 

in a position to claim support from Government, either with reference to the obtaining 
grant of land or a sum of money that that Act provides, provided that denomination in the 
first instance subscribes the requisite sum? There is a restriction—I was lately told of it; 
I was not aware of it before—that confines the land- 
I am speaking of the Affiliated Colleges Act—whether by the Act itself are you aware 

- whether 
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whether it excludes any section or denomination? I am not; I have not been able to The Re'. W. 
discover any clause. I have not examined the clauses closely. I Lumsdae. 

Are you of opinion that the Act was intended for the benefit of all denominations who 
chose to avail themselves of it? Yes, that is my opinion with respect to the Affiliated 17 Aug., 188. 
Colleges Act. 
Are you aware of the terms of the deed of grant made in 1855, conveying lands to the 

Senate of the University? That is the point to which I allude. I believe it is restricted to 
four denominations. I only heard of lately; I have not seen it. 
What have you heard lately with respect to it? That mention is made particularly of 

the Church of Scotland in that deed of grant. It has not been shown to me. 
At the time you were co-operating with the Committee of the Synod of Australia you 

were not aware that this deed of grant conveyed the land exclusively for the benefit of that 
portion of the Presbyterian body? 1 only knew within the last fortnight of that point. 
If you and the ot.her ministers representing the Synod of Eastern Australia had been 

aware of that fact, do you think it likely they would have given the same cordial support 
that they have done? Whether they would have given the same cordial support I will not 
say; but it would not have precluded co-operation, because we should have hoped that an 
alteration might be made. 
25 In what way would you alter it? By some other Act being passed through the House 
of Assembly, and of the deed of grant being altered by special Act to alter the particular 
clause. Other  portions of the Act have been alteied 
I am speaking of the deed of grant, not of any portion of the Act? I know there would 

be a difficulty in altering any 'deed of grant. It might be my ignorance of the law, but I 
thought it might be altered if brought before the Legislature, on its being shewn that it was 
not as intended for the benefit of all Presbyterians. . 
Do you think the ministers of the Synod of Australia when they were co-operating with 

you were aware of the provisions of the deed of grant being made in their favor? I am 
not able to answer that question; but my impression is that they were not. I heard them 
say nothing about it till very recently. 
Was. the constitution or prospectus adopted at the preliminary Committee meeting made 

public before it was adopted by the public meeting of the 5th April? No, it was not. 
Are you aware whether any steps were taken by the Committee to give the Presbyterian 

body an opportunity of knowing what the prospectus was to be? There were not, before 
ubmitting it to the public meeting, at least not through advertisements. 
You were present, I presume, at the public meeting? Yes. 
Was there any amendment proposed to be submitted upon the first resolution there? 

Yes, there was an amendment proposed b the Rev. Dr. Lang. " 
Was he permitted to move his amendment? The Governor General took the sense of 

the meeting, it occurred to me, whether he should make it or not. 
Is it not usual at public meetings called for public purposes that amendments should be 

permitted to be submitted to the meeting? Yes, it is usual; it is a general rule. 
Then on this occasion there was an exception to the general rule? Decidedly. 
Did you approve of the exception made on that occasion? No; I think the amendment 

should have been put. 
Have you heard of another public meeting being subsequently held on the 12th April, 

for the purpose of establishing another College, for the purpose of passing resolutions for the 
establishment of a College? I saw the report of the meeting. 
Are you aware of any proposal for a conference by the Committee to your Committee? 

Yes; I was on the meeting when the requisition was sent to us. 
What was the answer to that application? The first answer was, to be informed what 

points they wished to have a conference on, and to state their objections to the particulr 
features of the prospectus assented to by the public meeting. If my memory serves me, I 
think that was the first answer. 
Was the. Commi.ttee.unanimous in declining the proposal for the conforenee, or was it 

carried by a majority of the Committee? It was not in the first instance declining the 
conference—it was to ascertain from them what the points they objected to were. Whe,n .the 
second requisition was sent to us, then the conference was declined, in consequence 'of the - 
nature, of the objections. 
On declining the conference, you stated as the first reason that the preliminary object 

was, that as a distinct department in the College there should be a Theological FaCulty, and 
an efficient staff of teachers, whereby young men might be prepared for the Christian 
ministry? That was the first. 
Now, do you think it absolutely necessary that a Theological Paculty should be established 

in the College established under the Affiliated Colleges Act? I do think so; I would have 
nothing to do with a College where that was not a sine gua von.. 
Are you not aware that in Scotland there are Colleges where the Principals are not 

ministers, and where there are not Theological Faculties? It is so, but it does not follow that 
the Principal should be a minister of religion, but one of the Professors might be promoted 
to the Theological Chair. 
Your second proposal is, in drawing up the constitution of this College, and in estab-

lishing the same, every possible guarantee shall be provided, that the doctrines taught from 
the. Theological Chair or Chairs in the said Presbyterian College shall in all time coming 
be in full conformity with the Westminster standards? Yes. 
Now, do you think that persons belonging to the Free Church would have subscribed to 

the erection of this College if they were aware at the time that the deed of grant was made 
out exclusively in favor of those in connection with the Established Church of Scotland? 
I do not think they would. 
Do you think if they were aware they would be likely to have subscribed their money, 

415—H . or 
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The Rev. W. or would now continue to give their subscriptions upon these terms. I would like to know 
Lumsdaiue. how that operates on their minds? They might, in the hope of getting it altered, still 

' give their money. 
17 Aug., IbuS. i6. But if they were not aware of this land being granted exclusively to the Church of 

Scotland at that time, it would be no breach of faith with them that the principles set forth 
in the prospectus should not be carried out? I must be allowed a little circumlocution in 
answering this question. They paid their money believing the principles embodied in the 
prospectus would in their integrity be carried out, and the leading feature in the prospectus 
was that the College should be open to all Presbyterians, and all such holding and signing 
the %\'estminster Standards in their integrity should be eligible to be elected one of the 
Senatus or Council, and also that the board of visitors of the College should consist of two 
members from each Synod now in existence in New Scuth Wales, or that might hereafter 
be constituted, provided that every such Synod holds the Westminster Standards, and 
requires subscription thereto. There is also this feature in the third paragraph, that as a 
distinct department in the College there shall be a Theological Faculty, and an efficient staff 
of teachers, whereby young men may be prepared and instructed for the Christian ministry. 
It is on the faith of that being carried out that they paid their money—the institution 
being catholic, and as comprehensive as it is possible to make it, and which, I believe, the 
prospectus makes it. 
Supposing that at any time a disagreement took place between the members of the Free 

Church and the members of the Synod of Australia with reference to the appointment of 
the Principal, or any other matter, under the present deed of grant don't you think it quite 
possible that the Synod of Australia could assume their sole right to that deed of grant? 
Very possibly they might do so. 
Supposing that to be the case, do you not imagine it would be a breach of faith to those 

who subscribed belonging to the Free Church and who expected the principle of that 
prospectus to be carried out? Yes. I know all in connection with our Synod who had 
any thing to do with the matter did it on the faith of the College being open to all Pres-
byterians and excluding none; these two paragraphs were inserted for that very purpose. 
I think in answer to a question I put previously to you with respct a Theological 

Faculty being established in the College, you stated you did not think it necessary that the 
Principal should he an ordained minister? I do not think it essentially necessary that he 
should be an ordained minister. It is desirable he should be. 
Is it not one of the clauses in the prospectus that he should be an ordained minister of 

the Presbyterian Church? Yes, I think so. 
By Mr. Rc1iardson: I think you said about the month of November a vote was 

passed by the Synod of Eastern Australia dissolving our Committee which was co-operating 
with a Committee of the Synod of Australia? In November last they cancelled the resolu- 
tions of the August meeting, and discharged the Committee. 
What was their reason for doing so? Their reason for doing so was, because the 

Principal or any of the Professors might come from the Established Church of Scotland. 
Was it under the supposition that they could not co-operate with the other bodies? 

They would not consent to any co-operation, but would have a College exclusively connected 
with the Synod of Eastern Australia. 
By the Clla&mon: You are speaking of a majority of the Synod? I am talking of the 

sict of the Synod—they rule by majorities. 
By Mr. Riclthrdson: I think you said that two bodies—the Synod of Australia and the 

Synod of Eastern Australia—while they were co-operating, I think you said that an intima-
tion or notice was sent to the different ministers in connexion with the different bodies and 
sections of the Presbyterian Church? I said a deputation waited on Mr. Darling and others. 

Are we to understand that a deputation waited on some of the ministers connected with 
the different sections of the Presbyterian Church? Decidedly; our great desire was to have 
the co-operation of every Presbyterian minister. 
57 I think you stated no notice was sent to the Revd. Dr. Lang that he should be present? 
Yes. 
Was any notice sent to any of his brotherministers? No; lam not aware of any. 
Don't you think it would have been as well to have done so? I remember one time 

I was not able to attend the meeting of the Committee, and I wrote my views, which were 
read to the Committee by the Rev. Dr. Mackay, that there should be no exclusion

'

and that 

Dr. Lang's co-operation should be sought; that was my view. 
And the parties who objected to this were those in connection with the Synod of 

Australia? Yes; they gave their reasons for their objections, which precluded them from 
co-oporating ecclesiastically with Dr. Lang. 
By Dr. Aldcorn: You say you were not aware of the nature of the terms of the deed 

of grant at all? Not till recently. About two or three weeks ago I was merely told of it. 
Do you think that the College such as is represented in your prospectus could, be con-

stituted legally, seeing that by the deed of grant the land is given exclusively to one sect, 
while your prospectus invites all sections of the Presbyterian Church ? It could not—I 
think it could not—I cannot speak positively in the matter. 
You are not aware whether the ministers of the Synod of Australia knew about the 

grant of land—what the terms of it were when they held their conference? I am not 
aware they knew of it; they never spoke a word to me about it; in fact, the first intimation 
I received was from one of the Committee on that point. 
By the Chairman: One of the members of the Free Church? I think it was from 

yourself I heard it: I think you told me. 
By Mr. Richardson: I think you stated that when the Rev. Dr. Lang moved his 

amendment the chairman put it to the meeting? I think he put it whether they would 
hear the amendment. 
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Did not the chairman give his opinion? I do not think he refused to put it. The RevW. 
Did he not first give his opinion before putting it to the meeting? He certainly did not Lumsdaine. 

seem favorable to putting it to the meeting I think he evidently wished to get the sense of 
the meeting whether he would put it or not. 17 Aug., 1858. 

He gave his opinion first, did he not? You may put that construction on it. I 
thought he was anxious to know the mind of the meeting. 
By Dr. Aldcorn: Do you know whether any ministers of any other sects besides those 

you mentioned were invited to co-operate—the one you mentioned was the Rev. Mr. Darling: 
do you know whether any other besides the Free Church were invited to co-operate? I 
think some of the Independent ministers were asked. I was not appointed to wait upon 
them. 
Any others? I am not aware of any others. In respect to this matter of the Principal, 

-when the Chairman asked me the question I was under the impression that all that was 
necessary was that a Theological Chair should be established, and one of the Professors might 
fill it; but I see now by the prospectus that the Principal must be an ordained minister. 
By Mr. Marks: You say you assisted in getting up this prospectus? I was one of the 

subcommittee appointed to prepare it, along with. Dr. Mackay and others. 
It was not made public before the 5th April? No; it was not published. 
Do you know any reason why? I cannot assign a reason. 
Is it not the general course to make it public? I am not aware of it, not having much 

to do with the preparation of these things. 
At first you co-operated, on the part of the Synod of Eastern Australia, with the Synod 

of Australia? That Committee was discharged, and I afterwards acted upon my own 
responsiblity. 
It appears that the majority of the Synod of Eastern Australia were unfavorable to, 

co-operation? Yes. 
How was the Committee appointed in the first instance—was it appointed by the Synod? 

Yes; in August, 1857. 
You are of opinion that the majority of the ministers of the Synod of Eastern Australia 

were unfavorable to co-operation ? That was their last vote in November. 
What do you think is the opinion of the congregations on this point? I think they are 

in favor of the cordial cooperation of all Presbyterians. 
. By the Chairman.: You are speaking with .regard to a College properly constituted and 

open to all? I am speaking of.a College that carries out these two things, which I was a 
particular party in having inserted in paragraphs 3 and 5, and which makes it as catholic. 
and comprehensive as possible. 
.B, Mr. Marks: You think it is indispensable that there should be a Theological Chair? 

Yes; I would-have nothing to do with it without. 
It is not necessary for the Principal to fill the Chair? It appears from the prospectus, 

to which the Chairman called my attention, that the Principal should be an ordained 
minister of the Presbyterian Church. 
Do, you think it necessary that theology should be taught? Decidedly; by the 

Principal or Professors. 
By one of the Professors? Yes. 

85.. By the Chairman: How do you think the Principal could be elected if there was a 
Theological Chair established—could he be elected so as to give satisfaction to the different 
denominations of Presbyterians? If you allow me a little latitude I will answer the question. 
At a. meeting of our Synod in August we appointed a . Committee to co-operate with a, 
Committee of the Synod of Australia, and in the instructions given to our Committee there, 
was a distinct proviso to this effect—that any Principal, or Professor of Theology appointed. 
(whether belonging to the Free Church or Established. Church), should ipso facto cease to 
have any ecclesiastical connection with, or to be in any way subject to the jurisdiction of 
any church beyond the bounds of this Colony. He was merely to be subject to the local 
Synod here; that is, if. the Principal, or any Professor, belonged to the Established Church 
of Scotland, he should cease to have any further connection with, or be subject to the juris-
diction of the Church of Scotland. If that had not been distinctly provided for I should 
not have been one to have co-operated. 
Who was he to be subject to? To the local Synod in the country; it might be to ours, 

or, the Synod of Australia, or the Synod in connexion with the Rev. Dr. Lang. He should 
not be subject to any church beyond the seas. 
Who was to determine it? He would join himself to some Synod here. If he came 

from the Free Church of Scotland I suppose he would join our Synod. . 
Do you think the ministers and people belonging to the Synod, of Australia would be 

satisfied with that? That was to form a part of the basis of action. 
Don't you think it would be objectionable to the Free Church people to have a Professor of, 

Theology belonging to the Established Church of Scotland? I should make no objection, 
since he would cease to be ecclesiastically connected with or subject to the Established 
Church. - 
If he ceased to have connexion with the Established Church of. Scotland, but was subject 

to the jurisdiction of the Synod of Australia which, is in connexion with the Church of 
Scotland, would be not in effect be subject to the Church of Scotland? I do not think so. 
Here it is provided that the Senatus, or governing body, should have power over the Prin-
cipal and Professors, and that all Presbyterian bodies are to be represented in this Senatus.. 
All the Synods would be equally represented. 
Do you think they would likely join in opinion those senators who represent the different 

bodies? Difficulties might arise that might cause disagreements; but if the different bodies 
were represented, according to the prospectus, these ministers of the Synod of Australia 
that were elected would not have it all their own way.  
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The Re.W. 92. By JEfr. Dickson: I think I understood you to say that you were not aware of the nature 
Lumsdaine. of the deed of grant? Not till lately. 

If you were aware that it was only in favor of the Established Church, would you have 
17 Aug., 1858. joined in the movement to establish this College? Before I should have refused I would 

have ascertained if there was a possibility to get any alteration made in the deed. 
You would not have taken any steps before you got it altered? No. 
Are you aware whether any ministers were aware of the nature of the deed? I don't 

think so. 
Or the elders in connection with the Synod of Australia? No. 
Do you think if the laity were aware of it that they would not have joined in the attempt 

to erect a Presbyterian College? No, not unless they saw some way of getting the deed 
altered. It would appear to defeat the intention of the Legislature which was to make it 
open to all Presbyterians. 
By Mr. Rich aroson: Have you met many of those who subscribed to the College since 

you became aware of the nature of the deed? - No. 
By Mr. Dickson: The subscriptions to the College, are they generally or to a con-

siderable amount among the laity belonging to the Synod of Eastern Australia? Well, I 
think some large subscriptions were given by some persons. 

The subscriptions were not numerous? No. 
Do you think the ministers who have hitherto co-operated in the attempt to erect a 

College in the Synod of Eastern Australia still desire to continue the co-operation.? I can 
hardly speak for others. I have resigned myself the office of joint secretary to the College. 

In consequence of that? No; on other grounds. I have also withdrawn from the 

Committee. 
Would you have continued after you understood that tbp deed of grant was, as it is, 

to act in co-operation with the other Synods for the erection of this College? Well, I would 
not have withdrawn on that ground. I should first have, ascertained if there was any 
probability of getting the deed of grant altered. I was not actuated in resigning by any 
thing in connection with that. 

By Mr. Richardson: You think if the deed of grant was not altered you would have 
withdrawn? Yes, it is possible; but I have not done so upon that ground. 

By the Chairman: Do you think the number of subscribers is .a fair representation of 
the Presbyterians generally? Not looking at the number of persons giviflg money,. All 
these institutions are supported in the first instance by few subscribers. 

Do you not think if it was more general—if the subscriptions were of a small amount, 
and scattered more largely over the whole population belonging to the Presbyterian commu-
nion—that the College would be more likely to succeed than if it is got up.by  a mere handful 

of subscribers? If the minimum was £5 -instead of £10 I think we should have more 
subscribers—if these who subscribed that sum were entitled to vote. 

Are you aware that a number of subscribers are mere children? No; this is the first 
time I have heard of it. . 

Areyou not aware that some persons subscribing put down themselves' and put down all 
their children? I know in the case of Mr. Bowman, where the family are grown up: they 
are not what I call children; I suppose some of them are of the age of 21, and expect property. 

It has been stated in evidence that even children . at the breast were put 
down as subscribers'? This is a thing I never heard of before; it is quite new to me 

Did I understand you to say that if the subscriptions which entitled a person to vote 
was £5, a larger amount than £7,000 would have been collected? No; I said there would 
have been more subscribers 

Do you think a fair proportion of those Presbyterians who can afford to pay £10 have 
subscribed? Well, considering the few subscribers the Church of England had to the College 
of St. Paul's, I do not think more subscribers of £10 could be obtained. I would sooner see 
small sums and a larger number of names of subscribers. 

Do you think there are many Presbyterians in a position to subscribe £10? In the 
first instan,ce, they only pay £2 lOs. and give their promissory notes for the remainder. I 
do not think this an insuperable objection. I think you would have got a larger number of 
subscribers if the minimum had been £5. 

ByDr. Aldcorn: Did you discuss at any time at your meetings what was to be the 
curriculum of teaching in the College—there is no specific mention of this in the prospectus? 
No; we did not go into details on that point. 

Was the idea at all prevalent in the Committee that there should be a Theological 
Faculty alone? No; only as a branch of instruction. 

There were to be other branches of instruction—did the curriculum include the usual 
branches of education, literature, and scientific subjects? In the first instance they felt a 
difficulty arise from the want of funds for more than one Professor. If there were several 
Professors instruction would be given in the different branches in addition to Systematic 
Theology. We never discussed the details. 

All those branches taught in the University: Did it not occur to you something like 
the system adopted by the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge should be adopted—the 
tutorial—a -system by which young men would be more properly prepared to attend the 
classes in the University? That is a part of the prospectus, that the tutors should super-
intend the studies of the students attending lectures in the different branches they were 
pursuing. 

By the Chairman: Have you anything else to communicate to the Committee? In 
reference to the prospectus, I would say that the third and fifth paragraphs were inserted in 
order to make it open to all Presbyterians, and the Synod of Australia Committee consented 
that it should be open to all Presbyterians, not excluding any minister of any Synod in the 

Colony. 
- 118. 
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By Dr. Aldeorn : In the original instructions from the Synod of Australia did the The Bev.W. 
Conimittee propose to confine it to the Free Church, or the Synod of Eastern Australia: did Lumsdaine. 
the United Presbyterians refuse to come in ? They made overtures to us and Mr. Darling. i s  

They were disposed not to extend it further. 17 Aug., 1858. 

It is so given in evidence? It was insisted, on the part of the Synod of Eastern 
Australia, that the College should be as open as possible, excluding not a single Presbyterian 
minister in New South Wales; and therefore these two paragraphs were put in the 
prospectus. 

The third and fifth? Yes. The Synod of Australia consented to that, and it was 
adopted by the whole Committee, and sanctioned by the public meeting; thus making the 
College as general as possible. 

Nicol Drysdale Stenhouse, Esq., called in and examined :- 
1. B1 the Chairman: You are a solicitor, in extensive practice in this city? Considerable 

nhouse, Ste practice. 
Esq. 

2, Do you belong to the Presbyterian Church? When I came to this Colony I was in full 
communion with the Church of Scotland, and I have never formally withdrawn from it. At 17 Aug., 1858 
present 1 belong to a congregation of Presbyterians in Balmain; they have not connected 
themselves with any of the other religious denominations in the Colony, but they hold the 
principles of the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
Are you acquainted personally with the constitution and working of the Colleges and 

Universities of Scotland? I have had ample opportunities for acquiring a knowledge of the 
constitution and working of the Scotch Universities. 
You have, in fact, been a student there? I attended the lectures and scientific classes of 

the University ofEdiiiburgh for six years. 
You attended the lectures, and went through the curriculum required for a degree of Arts? 

Yes. I also attended the law classes three years. I took my degree of M. A. about the end 
of 1825, when I was nineteen years of age. I believe I was the youngest but one that 
graduated in my time. 
Have you at all examined into the Affiliated Colleges Act with regard to its provisions? 

I have looked at the Act very minutely, principally with reference to the preamble. 
What is your opinion with regard to the preamble, speaking as regards "systematic 

"religious instruction" ? I think the framer of it could scarcely have selected a more 
unfortunate expression : it is vague, without being comprehensive. 
What meaning do you attach to that phrase? It cannot, I think, be held to mean that 

extensive course of theological training through which candidates for the ministry in the 
various sections of the Presbyterian Church are required to pass. The systematic religious 
instruction spoken of seems to be designed for all students equally, professional or non-
professional. I cannot, therefore, think it was intended, or if so, I cannot think it necessary 
that lay-students should receive such instruction in the various branches of a theological 
education as it is the object of a Theological Faculty to impart; that they should go through 
all the length and breadth of exegetical theology, historical theology, dogmatic theology, &c. 
In your opinion, is a Theological Faculty essential to the being of a College ? I do not 

consider it essential, nor, as I have said, do I believe that the erection of a Theological 
Faculty was contemplated by the Act, though, as a secondary measure, it may, perhaps, be 
warrantable. According to my view, the preamble merely imports that the students of the 
various Colleges are to receive regular instruction in all the capital doctrines of Christianity, 
as understood and maintained by the churches, or the main sections of the churches, to 
which they respectively belong; in fact, that in addition to a vigilant superintendence over 
their moral conduct, such a religious training is to be secured for them as may protect them 
from any influence, direct or indirect, exerted by teachers or companions of different tenets, 
to lead them away from the faith in which they have been reared. That seems to me to be 
the main object of the "systematic religious instruction" referred to. If it had been intended 
by this Act that a Theological Faculty should be established, it would have been easy for the 
framer of it to have said so. 
Do you think it would be desirable and practicable, in the present divided state of the 

Presbyterian Church, to have a Theological Chair? It does not appear to me to be prac-
ticable. Even in Scotland every section of the Presbyterian Church has, I believe, its own 
Professor of Theology. It would be considered as almost tantamount to heresy for the 
students of the dissenting bodies to attend the classes of the Theological Faculty in the 
University of Edinburgh, which is in connection with the Established Church. Each section 
of the Presbyterian Church regards form as so closely connected with substance, purity of 
discipline as so conducive to purity of doctrine, that it will not allow its theological students 
to attend any Professor except its own. They are permitted, however, to receive instruction 
at the University in every branch of education, except theology, in its various subdivisions. 
Do you think the establishment of a College—of a secular institution—in the first 

instance, would be preferable? I do. It would tend to what is much wished for—the final 
union of all sections of the Presbyterian body—and provide the students belonging to it with 
the means of acquiring, without danger to their religious principles, a thorough knowledge 
of the higher branches of education usually taught in Colleges and Universities. 
Afterwards, looking to the establishment of a Theological Faculty? Yes: it would be 

most desirable, if the concurrence of all parties could be obt.ained; but such a consummation. 
is, I fear, very remote. 
Will you look to the date of the passing of that Act? I observe that the Colleges Act 

was passed in December, 1854. 
If you go a little further on in the pamphlet you will find a deed of grant made by the 

Governor to the Senate of the University for certain purposes? That I have never seen. 
415—I . . . . . . . . . . . 15. 
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N. D. 15. Will you look at the deed of grant? This is dated 18th of January, 1855. 
tenhouse, 16. That is subsequent to the passing of the Affiliated Colleges Act? Yes. 

If you look to a certain clause of that deed, you will find it stated that the deed i 

17 Aug., 
granted for four denominations, who are specifically named? Yes; I see the Church of 

g., 
. England and Ireland, the Church of Rome, the Church of Scotland, and the Wesleyan 
Methodists, are the four denominations mentioned. 
You will observe that the deed of grant conveys the land to these four denominations ? 

I observe. 
Row do you reconcile that deed with the Affiliated Colleges Act, or have you any remark 

or suggestion to make with reference to it? I do not believe there is any process of logic 
by which the grant can be reconciled with the Act. Such discrepancies, however, arise 
occasionally from the carelessness of draughtsmen. 
There is a great discrepancy between the Act and the deed? Yes. The latter com-

pletely neutralizes the former. I have noticed similar or striking variances between other 
grants and Acts. For instance, there are such inconsistencies between the Act and the 
grant relating to the property formerly belonging to the Australian Library, that under 
some peculiar circumstances I found great difficulty for years in recommending the title 
to purchasers. The variance now in question must have arisen from an oversight of the 
conveyancer. It is a serious defect. I am not prepared to say that the grant is a nullity;, 
but it should have been drawn in strict conformity with the terms of the Act. That is the rule. 
Could you offer any suggestion, or give the Committee any information, how this mistake 

could be corrected, and the wrong created redressed? From what I have heard, I believe 
that the grant embodies what was originally the spirit of the Act., until it was amended, at 
Dr. Lang's suggestion; and as the variance may have arisen from some confusion in the mind 
of the draughtsmen as to the full import of the alteration, and can, at all events, be regarded 

m only as a mistake, I cannot doubt that the defect ay be remedied, and it certainly ought. 
You are now referring to the first copy of the Act or Bill which the Legislature 

amended? Yes; it was in the amended form of the Act that the large clause admitting 
all Presbyterians was substituted for the original restricting clause. The blunder, as I 
have said, is not without precedent. 
In establishing a Presbyterian College do you think it desirable to have the co-operation 

of all the different bodies of Presbyterians? Most decidedly. It is a matter of much regret 
to every well-disposed Presbyterian that greater unanimity has not been secured. 
Was your co-operation individually requested upon this preliminary Committee, 

previously to the public meeting of the 5th of April? It was not. I suppose I was con-
sidered too obscure a person to merit that honor. 

Were you present at the public meeting held on the 5th April, in Castlereagh-street? Yes. 
Is it a fact, as publicly stated by a preceding witness, that the Rev. Dr. Lang proposed to 

move an amendment on the first resolution, but was prevented, by the Chairman, from doing 
so? It is a fact that he was prevented, much, I think, to the regret of many who feel a 
deep interest in the cause of Christianity. 
Do you think it would be desirable, referring to the prospectus for establishing a 

Presbyterian College, that votes should be given to subscribers for as low a sum as possible, 
say £2 to £5? I can scarcely determine what should be the minimum. 
But you think it should be low? The College should be impressed, as far as possible, 

with a popular character, so as to harmonize with the great academical institutions of Scotland. 
To make it useful as far as possible? Yes, it would be well to make it as useful and 

accessible as possible to all classes of Presbyterians. 
What is your opinion with regard to what should be done by the Government in the 

present state of the Presbyterian College affair? I think that, to rectify the discrepancy, a 
new Act should be passed. It would, I suppose, be easily obtained. 
Do you think it necessary to have an Act passed to correct the mistake made in the deed 

of grant? It seems to me that there is no other course for curing the defect. 
Do you think application should be made to the Government, on the part of the Presby-

terians, to introduce such an Act? Yes, I do. The present state of the matter is most 
unsatisfactory; if allowed to continue it would not be creditable to those who are interested 
in a subject of such importance. The Legislature will at once perceive that more care 
should have been taken in framing the grant. 
You think the duty of bringing in that Act, and passing it through, should devolve on 

the Government, as the error was made by them? I do. I think the Government is the 
source from which any attempt to rectify this error should proceed. 
Would you recommend that application should be made by the Presbyterians generally—

I mean those that are discontented and not satisfied with the present state of the College 
question? Yes; I think the Government may very properly be put in motion by such a 
proceeding. 
By .Mr. Richardson: Do you think that if other parties, not in connection with the Synod 

of Australia, knew that the deed of grant was in existence it was likely they would have sub-
scribed as they have done: 1)o you suppose now that these parties would have subscribed—
parties in connection with the Synod of Eastern Australia and other sections of the Presby-
terian Church—had they known the existence of the deed of grant;—do you think they would 
have come forward as they have? I don't know who the subscribers ale; but I think it 
probable that, many of them would on that ground have declined to subscribe, as I presume 
that many of them do not belong to the Established Church of Scotland. 
Suppose they co-operated under the present arrangements, could not the Synod of Aus-

tralia displace them according to the Act? I should think they could; but I do not believe 
the Synod of Australia was aware of the discrepancy. If they had been so, they would not 
have invited members of other persuasions to co-operate. 
I think you said you were conversant with the working of the different Colleges in Scot-

land: are you aware of what the duty of the Principals of the Colleges was? I can speak 
only 
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only of the University of Edinburgh, and not distinctly of the duties of the Principals. N. D. 
The Principal in my time was Dr. Baird and after him Dr. John Lee--they were Doctors Steiioase, 
of Divinity. I believe the Principals were understood to be more closely connected with the 
Theological than with any other Faculty in the University. 

17 Au 18ô8 Not confined to the secular management? Certainly not. But I cannot well define what ' 
their duties were. 
Then it is not necessary that the Principal in this College should be an ordained minister? 

I think it is not necessary that he should; and, to avoid all appearance of exclusiveness, it 
might be as well that he should not. 

Bq Di'. Aldco,n: Is not the Principal considered Pritnarius Professor of Divinity, 
although lie never teaches divinity? I believe he is present at the opening of the Hall, and 
offers up a prayer. 

Do you think a College could be legally constituted under that grant, while the party to 
whom the grant was made did not consent; or, assuming the various different sects—the Free 
Church and other bodies—co-operated, do you think they could legally constitute a College 
and assume the government of that College ? I think they could not. 
42 Do you think, seeing the condition of the English Universities, where there is, in fact, 
no Theological Faculty in either of the great Universities, that the Presbyterians by that 
Act must have a Theological Faculty ? Certainly not. 
42) By Ji,•. AJar/cs: Do you think it desirable that a Theological Chair should be established? 
I think the time may arrive when it will be desirable to establish one; when all sects of 
Presbyterians will be uuited more closely in support of the cardinal principles of the 
Presbyterian faith. 
In the present age? I cannot say when. Even in Scotland, as I have already men-

tioned, each of the principal sections of the Presbyterian College insists that its theological 
students shall attend its own Theological Professor. 

By f). A1ico,n: Suppose a Theological Faculty were established in this College, does 
it follow as a matter of course that the Principal should be connected with or fill the 
Theological Chair? No, I think not. 
It is not essential that the Principal should fill the Theological Chair? Not according 

to the language of the Act. 
Have you taken any part in the effort to establish a Presbyterian College? No. But I 

had the honor to be elected a member of the Rev. Dr. Lang's Committee. 
Are you acquainted with the prospectus which originated at the meeting of the 5th 

of April? I have looked at it. 
Do you think in the basis proposed in that prospectus, the several bodies of the Pres-

byterian Church could unite, and would unite in establishing a. College? I did not study it 
with care ; but I should say they would not. 
50 What. course should be adopted, under existing circumstances, for the establishment of a 
Presbyterian College: Assuming there would be some enactment passed by which this deed 
of grant is reconciled with the Act—supposing all the difficulty to be cleared awa.y, arising 
from the difference between the Act and the grant—I suppose it is a discrepancy that can be 
reconciled under the circumstances : As matters now stand, what course should be adopted? 
I think I partly answered that question in reply to questions of other gentlemen. In the 
first place, I think it would be well for the Presbyterians interested to make application to the 
Government to have an Act passed to reconcile the discrepancy between the Act and the deed. 
Granted. Supposing that were accomplished? If that were accomplished, it would be 

proper to call a public meeting, which all Presbyterians should be invited to attend. Some 
measure should then be proposed, with the view of inducing all parties to co-operate in 
establishing the proposed College. 

What should that measure be—what should be the coxistitution of the College? I am 
not prepared to say. I think however that the management of the College should not be 
confined to clergymen; I believe there are many laymen as earnest as the clergy in the 
cause of Christianity. My profession gives me ample opportunities for testing that fact. 

By the Gliairman: Don't you think laymen agree on general principles better than 
clergymen? Yes. 

I think you were elected a member of the Committee at the general meeting held on the 
5th of April? I heard my name mentioned. 

Were you ever consulted about it? Never. 
Did you ever act? Never. 
Had you any reasons for declining? I did not approve of the proceedings of the meeting. 
By Mi. Dickson: Have you been long aware of the discrepancy between the Act and the 

deed of grant? Only recently. 
I think I understood you to say it was most important that the Presbyterians should be 

unanimous? Yes; very important. 
You think the Act has a tendeny to prevent that unanimity which ought to exist? 

The deed in its present form would, I think, be a serious bar to unanimity. 
Do you think in altering the Act it ought to refer exclusively to Presbyterians, or any 

party occupying the same position? I think it ought to apply to Presbyterians exclusively. 
Have you any method of forming an opinion whether or not the two Synods would have 

united had they been acquainted with the present nature of the deed? I think a member 
of the Church of Scotland should have no reason for excluding any member of a different section. 

What I am desirous of knowing is, whether if the members of the Established Church 
of Scotland and the Free Church knew the nature of the deed—whether they would have 
united in getting up this College which was attempted to be got up? No, I don't think they 
would—certainly not. I misunderstood your 'previous question. 

By the Chairman: Have you any other suggestion to make to the Committee? I have 
no other suggestion to make. 

FRIDA 3 ; 
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FRIDAY, 27 AUGUST, 1858. 

Peøcnt :— 
Mn. MARKS, Ma. GORDON, 
Mn. ALDCORN, Mn. JONES. 

SAMUEL DEANE GORDON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

The Rev. Alexander Salmon called in and examined 

The Rev. 1. By the Ultairmctn: You are a Minister of the Free Church of Scotland? Of the Free 
A. Salmon. Church. 

2. In connexion with the Synod of Eastern Australia? Yes. 
27 Aug., 1858. 3. Are you acquainted personally with the working of Colleges and Universities in Scotland? 

I may say so; I was educated in one, and I have often visited others, and know something of 
the procedure that goes on in them. 
Would you be kind enough to inform the Committee what your own observation was with 

regard to the supervision exercised in the Colleges in Scotland ? The supervision, Sir? I 
am not quite sure what is the meaning of that. 
With regard to systematic religious instruction—whether all students are subjected to 

attend the Theological Faculty? Oh! no, they are not; they are not at all, so far as my 
experience and knowledge goes. The fact is, that in what are called the gown classes in 
Glasgow, where I attended, all the religion that is there is this.—.-and I think it was a very 
good thing—the Professor opened the classes, whether Latin, Greek, logic, moral philosophy, 
or natural philosophy, with prayer; but until you entered into the Divinity Hall there was 
no direct interference with regard to religion at all. 
Have you looked carefully into the Affiliated Colleges Act, in connexion with the Univer-

sity of Sydney? Yes, Sir, I may venture to say I have looked very carefully into it; at the 
time that it was passed, and for the four years since, I have been considering it from time to 
time, and earnestly considering it. 
What meaning do you attach to the phrase "systematic religious instruction," in the 

preamble of that Bill? I can hardly conceive of two meanings being taken out of it, or 
founded on it. I understand that systematic religious instruction is doctrinal instruction 
according to the tenets of the particular sect, whatever that might be, and of course it is 
unlimited. Systematic religious instruction in a Church of England College I would under-
stand to be the teaching of the Thirty-nine Articles and her episcopal form of government, 
and everything else that is distinctive of the Church of England; and the same in regard to 
Presbyterian ism—theConfession of Faith, the Catechisms, Larger and Shorter, and all 
connected with the Presbyterian form of church government; and of course Congregation-
alism the same, and Mormonism the same. Systematic religious instruction is the doctrine 
taught by that particular section of the church and all connected with it, and all arising out 
of it—precepts and procedure of every kind. 
Do you think it desirable in a Presbyterian College affiliated to the University of Sydney 

that there should be a Theological Faculty for training up candidates for the ministry in the 
first instance? I am very strongly inclined to think that we are not in a position to have 
that at present, however desirable it might be. 
By Mr. Aldcorn: On other grounds? I do not see that it is practicable to have a rightly 

constituted Divinity Hall in the present state of Presbyterian parties in this Colony. 
By the Chairman : You think it impracticable, from the differences which at present 

exist amongst the Presbyterian community: is that what I understand you to mean? Yes, 
Sir. I would object on other grounds still, but I think you will not misunderstand me; 
your question is merely now as to what Presbyterians would do, or desire, if the general Act 
did not encourage indiscriminate religious endowment. You are merely asking me now 
about what would be desirable for Presbyterians if they were united. Although they were 
united I have still the same objection to that Act—still the same objection, because it places 
religious error and religious truth on the same foundation, and makes provision for teaching 
both equally. Although the Presbyterians were united to-morrow I should have that 
objection to it. 
ii. By Dr. Aldcorn: Besides the indiscriminate endowments, you would consider that the 
present divided state of the Presbyterian Church would be a reason for not having a Theological 
Faculty in the first instance ? Yes, in the first instance. 
Is it necessary that the Principal should be an ordained minister if the College was 

established under this Affiliated Colleges Act ? So far as I understand the Act, it is not 
limited to that, and, therefore, it appears to me that the parties raising the College could take 
their own way in regard to that matter. So far as I understand the Act., they are not 
restricted to appoint as Principal, or Warden, or whatever name be has given to him, an 
ordained minister of religion, and there being no legislation in the Act for it, then the parties 
raising the College, I think, are left to their own discretion. 
Have you ever seen, or are you aware of the terms of the deed of grant conveying the 

land to the Senate of the University by the Government ? No, Sir, I am sorry to say that I 
have not. 
To the Senate of the University—the deed conveying . the ground from the Government 

to the Senate of the University for college purposes ? No, that has escaped me; I was not 
aware until now that there was such a deed. 
15 You are not aware then that the whole of the land has been granted for the exclusive 
use.of the four denominations receiving state aid from the Government ? I am not aware of 
any such thing, and I think from, the Act that that is impossible. 
16. You think if such a deed of grant does exist that it is not in accordance with the Affil-
ated Colleges. Act'?. I think clearly not; and although I have not, as I have said to you, 

attended 
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nttended to that deed, I remember historically that objections were made in the Council to The Rev. 
the passing of this Act, when it contained such a restriction; and I must be greatly mistaken A. Salmon. 
if that restriction was not struck out of the Affiliated Colleges Act in consequence of the ' s  

resistance made to it, and then it was thoroughly understood throughout the whole Colony 27 Aug., 1858. 

that that restriction was set aside by this Act 
According to the best of your recollection then, when the first draft of the Bill was 

introdoced to the Legislature, these four denominations were mentioned in it, but were after-
wards struck out? That is my strong conviction. 

Leaving it open to any denomination who might subscribe the required suni according 
to the Act, and otherwise place themselves in a position to demand from the Government 
both the deed of grant and the same State aid under that Act ? Yes, Sir, that is my 
strong impression ; and were I not just directly examined by the Committee of Parliament, I 
ivould state it more strongly still. 
10. By Dr. AldcorJl: That is the fict ? That is the strong impression in my mind, because 
it was a matter that I felt deeply interested in, and paid attention to every stage of the pro-
eedings in regard to it. 
By the Chairman: If you will refer to that part of the deed of grant, which is a subse-

quent deed to the passing of the Act, I think you will observe that the land is granted to 
the four denominations at present receiving State aid? Well, Sir, I am very sorry that I 
never saw that Act before; I never heard a word of it being in existence. 
The deed? The deed; but I think I cannot doubt, from even now reading it hurriedly, 

as I have done, that it confines actually the land to the four salaried denominations. 
thi. Do you think that any of the ministers of the Synod of Eastern Australia, that is, the 
Free Church Synod, were aware of such a deed being in existence at the time they gave 
their co-operation for the establishment of this Presbyterian College? I could not answer 
that question. I think it is not likely that any of them knew; still I cannot answer for any 
but myself; but I am very sure they did not know, because they must have seen that the 
deed of grant excludes the Free Church, and we could only participate in its supposed 
benefits as a part of, or in connexion with, the Established Church of Scotland. 

But you were not aware that there was any such deed in existence at the time that the 
Committee was appointed by the Synod of Eastern Australia to take up the College question? 
I never imagined, never conceived that there was such a settlement or deed of grant as that. 

By Mr. Ala'cor,z : Have you thought of what should be the curriculum of education in 
such a College, taking the whole present circumstances of the Presbyterian body into 
account ;—suppsing that the College was instituted, have you thought what should be the 
curriculum of education, and what the whole system of the University ought to be, taking 
into account the divided state of the Presbyterian body at present, and the various views 
with regard to State endowment? Well, Sir, to do anything like justice to myself and my 
own views upon that subject, it would require a good deal of explanation; but I think that 
this examination is confined to the provisions of this existing Colleges Act. 

By the Chairman: I should like to have your opinion—you have the privilege of 
appending anything to your evidence? I did intend just to have made a very short state-
ment in writing of my objections to this Colleges Act, and put it in whether it was taken or 
not, but I have not had time. I think I can state them very shortly: I first of all object 
to this Act—the Affiliated Colleges Act—on the ground of indiscriminate religious endow-
ment—that it makes provision compulsorily for teaching religious error as well as religious 
truth, and places them both on the same footing. That is my first objection to the Act—that 
it places both of them on the same footing. Secondly I object to this Colleges' Act because 
the curricula of study in the University, and in the College, run pari passu, that "whenever," 
as it is said here, ' whenever a student enrols in the College he must enrol in the University 
" at the same time,"—to my mind rendering one or other of these institutions comparatively 
sseless. If a student must attend four hours the lectures in the University, and prepare for 
his examinations the following day, and just carrying out the whole business of study with 
these four hours of lectures, I would like to know what time be has for taking advantage 
of a College in the same day, and in the same week. I venture to say to this Committee 
that anybody who knows what college education is, will say that four hours attending lectures 
will require the whole of the hours of that day to prepare in connection with those lectures; 
and if that is done in the University, then what is the use of the College? How is it 
possible, physically, that a young man can take advantage of the College? That is a very 
strong objection to it, in my opinion. In short., it is just a perfect waste of money to lay 
out £20,000 for an institution of that kind, that can really be of no service, excepting 
through tutorial assistance, and you can do all that without a College. This is not our 
idea in Scotland of a College, by any means. 
Do you think a College of this kind might not be rendered useful as a place to receive 

young men whose parents were living at a distance, where they would have boarding and 
tutorial education ? I do think so. But let it get its proper name : do not let us deceive 
ourselves with a College, but call it a hoarding-house; and all the advantages that could 
be derived from these socalled, but mis-named, Colleges would, and ought to be obtained at a 
twentieth of the expense. 

With tutorial education? With tutorial aid. Let it get its proper name, and then cut 
out this systematic religious instruction. Every one could do what, they liked in that case. 

Are you aware that the Colleges in the Universities of England are, to a certain degree, 
of that charaeter---they, no doubt, receive a large portion of the education in the tutorial 
form, and almost entirely in the Colleges as distinct from the University? Yes, Sir, I am 
quite aware of that; and I am aware at the same time that Sir William Hamilton has 
demolished the whole system; denounced it, and exposed it to such an extent, that I believe 
improvements are making, and have been made, by the Parliament of Great Britain. 

By Mr. Ale/corn: The Commissioners, you know, have overturned it of late? Yes; 
415—K then, 
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The Rev, then, why the Parliament of New South Wales should begin to reinstate an exploded system A. 
Salmon. —why in a new country we should begin to reorganise and establish an exploded sytem in 

'i Britain —that is what I cannot understand. 
27 Aug., 1858. 30. Do you think that Episcopalians here, and especially Episcopalian ministers, would 

understand from the term "systematic religious instruction" a course of divinity or theology ? 
I think if they understood the Act they would understand it in that sense. I do not see what 
systematic religious instruction means but doctrinal, and everything connected with the sect 
to which they belong. I quite grant you that all Scotchmen will understand it so. 
But what I want to bring out is, whether if you ask an Episcopalian minister here what 

lie means by systematic religious instruction, be would understand it so? It would be quite 
impossible to answer that question how an English minister would understand it. I never 
had any doubt about the meaning of the phrase used in the Act. 
Bq iJI;'.Maks: Are you aware whether the Presbyterians of the Colony have taken any 

steps to establish a College in connexion with the University? Yes; I am aware that move-
ments have been made in that direction. 
Did the body that you are connected with take any steps towards establishing this 

College? We first of all had negotiations with the other Synod in regard to the matter. 
Was the matter initiated by your body, or by the other Synod? If I do not mistake, it 

was initiated by laymen belonging to both sides. I do not know much about it, but that is 
mt impression—that certain laymen of both Synods met together, and thought it would be a 
right thing to do, and that then there was a Committee appointed by the one Synod, and a 
Committee appointed by the other. 
To co-operate? To co-operate. 
And did they act jointly towards carrying out the object in any way? That I can 

hardly say of my own personal knowledge, because I declined to have anything to do with it, 
on several grounds. I heard, of course, from brethren what was going on, but I am not 
entitled to speak of my own knowledge beyond that previous part. 
From what you know do you think proper steps were taken to secure the co-operation of 

all the sections of the Presbyterian Church in the Colony? No; that I have a strong 
opinion upon. 
That proper steps were not taken? Yes, were not taken; but I may venture to go a 

little further, and say, I fear that, even if steps were not taken, that the procedure was 
adopted which would have the effect to exclude. 
You are of opinion that procedure was adopted calculated to exclude sections of the 

Presbyterian Church ? Certain sections of the Presbyterian Church. 
And do you think that manner of procedure was designedly taken in order to have that 

effect? It is always dangerous, and generally wrong to impute motives; but I can hardly 
think otherwise than that there was a design. I do not say so; but the whole observed 
procedure appears to me to justify that conclusion. 

\Vhat sections of the Presbyterian Church do you think this procedure was calculated 
to exclude, or intended to exclude? I am quite willing to give all the information to the 
Committee that may be useful; but I do not wish to be more minute than is needful. 
However, I frankly say my conviction was that it was designed to exclude Dr. Lang and 
his Synod—that is my impression and my conviction. 
The object of this Committee is to inquire into certain allegations made by Dr. Lang on 

behalf of the body with which he is connected, and, of course, that is a most material part 
of the evidence? I was not aware of that; but it makes no difference. 
You see the petition before you, and your evidence should properly bear upon that 

petition? I did not see it, except in a newspaper. That conviction, I may say, was so 
strong in my mind that that was one of the reasons, along with the others that I have given, 
why I declined to co-operate. 
44 The body with which you are connected are not aiding as a body in establishing this 
College—as a Synod? No. 
But are there any of the ministers in connection with that Synod assisting in this move-

ment? That, of my own personal knowledge, I do not know; but there are several who 
expressed to me their entire approval of the movement. I do not know what they are doing. 
But are you not aware that there are some ministers of the Synod with which you are 

connected aiding in this matter? As to actual aiding I do not know, but they speak to me 
individually as entirely approving of co-operation with the other Synod in the College matter. 
And you are not assisting in any way the movement that is at present going on? In 

no way. 
You object to the principle upon which the College is based, and you have objections on 

account of the mode of procedure taken in the first instance to establish the College? 
Yes. 
By not taking proper steps to secure the co-operation of all the sections of the Presby-

terian Church ? Yes, Sir, distinctly. 
By Mi. Marks: Do you think it desirable a Presbyterian College should be established, 

under the present circumstances? Of course, I would like to see the very highest education 
given to our Presbyterian youth; but my own conviction is that we have not the number of 
young men that would justify so large an expenditure at present as £20,000, and the keeping 
up of classes; because this Act makes provision only for a Principal or Warden. Now, for 
many years to come I suspect there would be no need for anybody else but that one; but if it is 
to be a College we would need at least three Professors beside the Principal, and even that 
would be a narrow equipment for an effective Presbyterian College. And, so far as 1 can see, 
(I know that I am liable to the objection of narrowness in the expenditure of money for 
education,) there is no such necessity. I would rejoice to see money expended in the fullest 
way on education; but still I would like to get money's worth; and if you lay out £20,000 
just now on a Presbyterian College and all the rest of the annual equipment, and you have 

ten 
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ten or twelve or fourteen students only, the cost will be enormous, and the advantage not The Rev. 
at all equal to the expenditure. That is one view I take of it. A. Salmon. 
You think, then, there would be no commensurate benefit for the outlay? I do think so.  
And it is your opinion that the establishment of a College is not desirable under 27 Aug., 1858. 

present circumstances? Taking all into account I wish to guard myself there, not that i 
would not desire to see a College established, and a full equipment, and at the earliest possible 
moment, but at present I do not see that the return would justify the expenditure 
under this Act—that is, the mere money ground of it. Then would the Committee just 
allow me to put before them this other view of it: that if the ultimate object, as it ought to 
be of University and Collegate education, is to raise the standard very high of classical and 
scientific learning, the Colleges ought to be an intermediate step between the grammar 
schools and the Universities. That is my impression of what a College ought to be. Get the 
best grammar schools in this Colony you can get, raise up the students to a far higher plat-
form than they are now when they enter the University, send them into the College, and 
give them three years there under proper masters, and then let them enter the University 
from a far higher platform than they can ever do by the proposed method. 
Supposing the large majority of Presbyterians in this Colony thought it desirable to 

establish a College at present, what course do you think would be the best for them to take? 
Well, it is a little difficult with my views of co-operation with any Synod here in direct 
connexion with the Established Church of Scotland. If that connexion were broken off 
voluntarily and publicly, then I would say a meeting of all the sections of the Presbyterian 
Church should be convened, and not set up a Theological Faculty, but set up a College in 
the style I have attempted to indicate. 
MTould you, on account of conscientious scruples, object to receive money for secular 

education? I have great doubts about. that; but I confess that, for a year past, I have been 
coming gradually to the conclusion, that in a country like this I would prefer the National 
System of education, and let every religious sect make its own provision for the religious. 
element. I am shut up to that. 

Would not your objections, then, to union with the Synod of Australia—a body in con-
nexion with the Church of Scotland—be removed if the Principal of this College was a 
layman and no Theological Faculty established in it? Of course it would. I am sure I do 
not like to talk very much to the Committee; but one great objection I would have to a 
Theological Faculty in connection with that College is this—that we might have men 
from the Established Church of Scotland preparing our young men for the ministry; and we-
hold that they are not sound teachers in theolocy in some important respects. We object 
to their teaching and to their practical expounding of the Confession of Faith. 
You think, then, that the sections of the Presbyterian Church might, under present 

circumstances, unite in establishing the College if it were not necessary that the Principal 
should be an ordained minister, and that no Theological Faculty should be established within 
the College ? Not a College ruled by this Act. 
Not a College ruled by this Act? No. 

Do you think that Act renders it necessary that the Principal should be an ordained 
minister? No; but that systematic religious instruction shall be conveyed there of all kinds. 
And these words you think render the establishment of a. Theological Chair necessary, 

in accordance with the terms of the Act? I think that . the Colleges would be left to do 
very much as they inclined; but I must be guided by the terms of the Act, which make 
provision for the inculcation of religious error as well as truth. 
If the Legislature should strike out these words would your objection then be removed? 

Largely, when you tell me the 9th clause has been removed; and if these words were 
removed I do not see any great objection to the Act. And then I observe that even these 
words, to which I still strongly object, being in the preamble, and not in an enacting clause, 
do not present so strong an objection as they would otherwise do. My objection would still 
remain to the curricula of study in the University and the Colleges runniugpw.ipassu, render-
ing one or other of the institutions comparatively useless, and that at such an enormous cost. 

By Me. Aldcorn: If I understand you aright, in the statement you made your view 
then of a College would be an intermediate establishment between the Grammar School and 
the University? Yes, Sir. 

Then you would contemplate that a high classical education should be conducted there?' 
Yes. 

And the elements of science taught? Yes. That is the only meaning of a College that 
I know (the University takes the highest point, and gives honors)—by every process to. 
raise the scale of education before the students come to the point of taking honors. 
And especially that the students should be very fully prepared for the University, 

because that has been the error in the Scotch Universities? Yes, to some extent; but I do 
not mean to affirm general defectiveness in the preparation in Scotland by any means. My 
answer is, that the Colleges should be employed to prepare as fully as possible students for 
the University. 

The Rev. Hugh Darling called in and examined :— 
I. By the U/iaiprna,.: You are a minister of the United Church of Scotland? Yes. 

The Rev.. 
Are you aware that some steps have been taken to establish a Presbyterian College in H. Darling.. connection with the University of Sydney? Yes. 
Has your co-operation been asked with reference to this intended College? Yes. 27 Aug., 185L- 
Did you decline to give any co-operation with the other ministers and laymen who are 

taking active steps to establish a College; Yes, at once, 

Perhaps you have no objection to state to the Committee your reasons for declining? 
None whatever. The party that first waited on me was the Reverend Mr. Mime, of Paddington, 

as 
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The Iv. as a deputation from the Committee met at the time. I asked him upon what principle this 
College was to be established. "Oh!" lie said, "it was to be endowed for theological purposes." 

11  Then I can have nothing to do with it" I said. 
27 Aug., iSuS. 6. have you looked into the Affiliated Colleges Act at all? Yes, I have read it carefully. 

7. What meaning do you attach to the phrase in the Preamble of the Bill " systematic 
religious instruction " ? Well, the meaning I would understand by that is, that the Principal, 
who is to receive £500 a-year out of the State Exchequer, is to be an instructor of systematic 
religious instruction. That is the meaning I attach to these words. 
S. if a Presbyterian College was established at present in the Colony, do you think it 
necessary that this Principal should be an ordained minister of religion? No, not 

necessarily. 
Do you think it either necessary or desirable, in the present divided state of the Presby-

terian body, that a Theological Faculty should be established in the College ? In the divided 
state of the Presbyterian body in Sydney at the present day, it is neither desirable, nor could 
it be accomplished, unless the Government says, " We establish this College, and if others 
will not agree, we will make each one pay for it." 
You think it would be almost iinpossibe to establish a Theological Faculty that would be 

satisfactory to the general body of l'resbyterians in the Colony ? Altogether impossible, if 
the Principal is to be paid out of the State funds—that is to say, to have all the Presbyterians 

in this Colony united. 
Do I understand you that your chief objection would be removed if the Principal of the 

College was not receiving Government pay, and that lie was not teaching theology ? The 
Principal not endowed for the purpose of teaching theology or systematic religions instruction 
—remove that and I am satisfied. I will meet any party on as broad a basis as any one. 

Are you acquainted personally with the working of the Colleges or Universities in Scot- 

land ? Well, I attended one. 
You have been a student? Yes, in the Edingurgh College. 
Can you inform the Committee what sort of supervision was exercised in the College of 

Edinburgh with reference to the students? There was the Principal (Lee), he was a Minister 
of the Gospel at one time. The first day on which the Students assembled we all met in one 
of the class rooms, and he delivered a lecture to us about diligence, the importance of classical 
education, logic, philosophy, mathematics, and natural philosophy. He afterwards finished 
his address with inculcating above all things the principle and the practise of religion. 
That was the first beginning which lie did every year. Then the different Professors appointed 
the days on which they would receive the students, and we went and joined them, and 
attended their classes. We did not see the Principal again at all until the end of the season, 
when he attended at the distribution of the prizes in each class on different days. Over and 
above the classical and philosophicul classes there was a Theological Faculty in connection 
with the Church of Saotland in the said College—the College of Edinburgh—supported out 

of the State funds. 
But only those students who were connected with the Established Church of Scotland 

attended that theological teaching? Yes; they judged for themselves. Of course it depended 
much on the Professors whether a student of another denomination attended to hear his 
lectures. I attended some time Dr. Chalmers; but I never joined myself as a student. It 
is understood when a student joins himself to a I'rofessor that he is in connection with the 
Church of Scotland. He may attend any class that pleases him, but he is to state to the 
Professor whether lie is studying for that church or not. 

have you ever seen, or looked into the deed of grant conveying to the Senate of the 
University, from the Government, certain lands for the erection of a College in connection 
with the University of Sydney? That is the £10,000 on condition that £10,000 more are 

raised. 
No, that is part of the Act. I am speaking of the deed of grant which has been made 

by the Government, conveying certain lands to certain denominations to erect Colleges upon 
in connection with the University—have you ever seen that deed of grant? No. 

You are not aware of the terms of it? I am not aware of its terms. 
What do you understand from that Affiliated Colleges Act, with reference to the Govern-

ment giving land for the purpose of building Colleges—I mean, to assist in the erection of 
these Colleges—what do you understand with reference to that Act—is it intended for only 
certain denominations, or is it your opinion that it is intended for any denomination who 
may claim under it? I consider that it is the duty of Government to erect Colleges, 
Universities, and Schools, and to endow I'rof&nsors for the teaching of all secular knowledge; 
but I consider the Government has no right to go beyond that. 'When you come to the 
province of religion—that is between God and a man's own conscience. 

Yes; but I think you scarcely understood my question : it was; whether, under this 
Affiliated Colleges Act, any denomination could claim land to erect a College and assistance 
from Government, if it con'iplied with the terms of that Act—whether you understand the 
Act in that way or not? Yes, in that way, as long as that phrase " systematic religious 
"instruction" is in the Act. That is the reason that other bodies with their consciences 
cannot agree or act along with those parties that can take State aid for the endowment of 

Theological Professors. 
But if there is a deed of grant giving the four denominations now receiving State aid, 

which is subsequent to the passing of that Act, do you think it is in conformity with tile 

provisions of that Act? No. 
2. You think that any denomination may claim to have lands granted, and an equal amount 
from the Government to the subscription provided, to the amount of10,000 ? Yes. 

23. Bq Mr. ..4ldcern : What would be your views of the curriculum of education to he given 

in this College, supposing it was established by the consent of all Presbyterians—what would 
be the forms in the University? I would consider the College, in the first place, was for the 

.young 
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young men there to be taken care of instead of going into lodgings—for obtaining a dwelling, The Rev. 
and other necessaries of life, and then all those young men attending that College, whether H. Darling. 
they belonged to thO State Church, or to the Free Church, or to the Synod of New South 
Wales, or to the United Presbyterian Church, that they would be under the supervision 0f7Aug.,I85. 
the Principal of the College, but that every student would be on equal terms there. If they 
wished for theological• training they would go to the minister of their own body that 
appointed and supported the Professor of Theology. That is my idea of it. As for the 
curriculum—we attended five years at the Hall. In our body the curriculum of the Church 
of Scotland has four years, but you can miss one year. I do not know exactly the curriculum 
of the Free Church, because Inever had an opportunity of attending. 
Da you suppose that in the present state with reference to the divisions in the Pres-

byterian body that it would be desirable at all to have a Theoldgical Faculty? Not just 
now ; not till there is union amongst the Presbyterians of New South Wales. I think, it 
ought to be ignored because it would only cause the body that had the largest number of 
votes to be the body that would put in their Professor. . 
Seeing that you think disunion among the Presbyterians is one great cause why a 

Theological Faculty should not be established—what do you think it is that stands most in the 
way of a union being formed? I think it is State aid given to. some in one way, and the 
opinion of others that State aid ought to be given in their way, and the opinion of others 
that the State has nothing to do in giving aid to the support of religion at all. There is 
nothing with respOct to doctrines, government, or discipline. . 
By Mi.. Jba/cs: You said you had been invited to co-operate i the establishment of a 

Presbyterian College? Yes. 
And you objected to the principle on which the College was based? Yes. 
That is, to the principle of the Act and the principle of the prospectus? The principle 

of the Act is, as I stated with reference to systematic religious instruction, being endowed by: 
the State. . . . 
29; 1)o you think a Presbyterian College necessary at present? Not in the present state of- 
the Presbyterian Church. . . 
30 But provided the co operation of all the di tinct bodies of Presbyterians could be secu1.red 
do you think it necessary? I think it would be most desirable fO. the* beefit of thcrouth 
of the Colony. 
Do you think the terms of the Affiliated Colleges Act render it necessary that the 

Principal should be an ordained minister of religion? I do not think it necessary. 
The terms of the Act do not render it necessary? No. 
And you think it is not necessary? I think it is not necessary. 
And do you think it necessary that a Theological Faculty should be established within 

the College? Not just now—it is not necessary at all just now. 
Well, if these two points were settled, supposing that the College was based on the 

principle that the Principal of the College should not be an ordained minister of religion, 
and that there should be no Theological Faculty established, your objection to co-operation 
with other bodies of Presbyterians would then be removed? So far, I would say, that if 
the College was on such a basis that a Theological Faculty could be appointed with tho.-
consent of all the Presbyterians, it would be most desirable ati once to have theologiciil 
Professors; for here would be a number of youths met together, and they would have no_ 
spiritual instructor to superintend them. But I cannot see how it is possible that such añ 
one could be appointed just now in the divided state of the Presbyterians. 
You then would find no difficulty in co-operation if the College was based on the 

principle I have just stated; that is, that the Principal should not be an ordained minister 
of religion, and that no Theological Faculty should he established? In the meantime. 
You could co-operate? I could co-operate, though difficulties might arise in discussion, 

It is not necessary that the Principal be a minister of the Gospel; but to this I would 
not object if he (whether minister or layman) were qualified for the duties of the office. 
Is there any other observation you wish to make, or evidence you desire to offer to the. 

Committee? Well, I think it is desirable there should be a union among the Presbyterians. 
In so far as I am concerned, I am on friendly terms with all of them. If there was only a 
broad basis on which we could meet on the same platform on equal terms, I would have n 
objection to a union among us to-morrow if State aid was done away with. 

Richard O'Connor, Esq., Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, called in and examined 

1. By the Chairman: In the course of examination of one of the witnesses by this Corn- Es. 

mittee, after he had closed his evidence he was requested in the usual way to say if he had 
any suggestions to make to the Committee, or any further evidence to give. He then said 27 Aug., I83. 
that lie had a written paper which he wished to read to the Committee, and desired that 
they should accept it as part of the evidence. He was requested by the Chairman to hand i 
the written paper to the short-hand writer in order that it might be attached as an Appendix. 
to his evidence. This he declined to do, and insisted upon reading it, and that it should forn 
part of his evidence. He was permited to read it, which occupied considerable time. What 
the Committee now wish to know from you is, whether it is in accordance with Parhiamentary 
practice that written statements should be read and taken as part of the evidence of a witness, 
or whether they should be attached as Appendices, or whether they should be appended to 
the- evidence at all? The evidence of a witness personally present before a Committee should 
in all cases be orally given. It enables the Committee to question the witness upon any 
statement he may make; it divests the statement a witness may make before a Committee of 
the appearance and the effect of an cx pai-te statement; that is to say,—it does not allow the 
witness unchallenged to -make statements which, perhaps, by a little investigation and cross-
examination, might be found otherwise than as might unquestioned be made in a writte 

415—L document - 
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R O'Connor, document. It is against all Parliamentary practice undoubtedly that any witness should read 
sq. and hand in a written statement to a Committee and insist that that written statement should 

be taken as part of an evidence which ought only to be oral. If a witness hand in a written 
27 Aug., 1858. statement, it is in the option of the Committee to receive it or not; and, if the Committee 

do receive it, it should be as an ordinary Appendix, and the short-hand writer should state that 
the witness handed in a written statement, and then make reference to it as an Appendix—
say Appendix A, or Appendix B. By confining a witness to oral statements, a Committee, 
never loses control over him, in so far as its power extends to investigate closely every state-
ment he makes. If a written statement be handed in, in this way, it is placed as an Appendix, 
and goes simply for what it is worth as a statement, unquestioned, handed in by the witness. 
But, if it were allowed to form part of the evidence, it would have the effect of an oral 
statement which the Committee had allowed to pass unquestioned. It would have, therefore, 
more effect than was due to it, and it would be divesting the Committee of proper power 
and control—in fact, the Committee, if it allowed this, would be relinquishing its own proper 
and true function of sifting to the bottom every statement made by a witness. When a 
witness hands in a written statement it is, if the Committee agree to receive it, appcnded 
to his evidence, and goes for what it is worth as a simple exparie statement made without 
question or challenge of any kind. 
2, By Mr. Jones: Evidence, in fact, is taken under the same general rules as evidence in a 
court of law? Precisely. I would wish to say further in reference to this matter, that if 
tiis were allowed, it would be in the power of any witness to make use of a Committee as a 
privileged, far-reaching, and economical conduit for accusations, founded or unfounded, 
against any individual in the world. The Committee might cross-examine the witness after-
wards; but the written statement being continuous, close, and connected, notwithstanding 
.any subsequent desultory cross-examination of the witness, would have undue effect; whereas 
where a witness is confined to verbal statements, point by point, they are sifted by the Coni-
m'ittee; and where a statement is challenged the witness is stopped. This is clearly the, 
14rliamentary course of examination. If any other were allowed, Committees would find 
themselves involved very often in the investigation of matters wholly away from the true 
sibject of their, inquiry, and much time would be wasted, and much injury might be done to 
parties as defenceless as they might be blameless. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

SYDNEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
(THIR]J REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.) 

Ordered by the Leyslaizve Asrembly to be P,intcd, 24 June, 1858. 

THE HON. SECRETARY OF THE SYDNEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Sydney Grammar School, 

- 

Sin, 
24 February, 18/ 

, 

By direction of the Trustees of the Sydney Grammar School, I have the 

honor to transmit to you the Third Report of their proceedings, and of the condition of the 
School, for the year 1857, to be laid before His Excellency the Governor General and the 
Executive Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 

The School was opened on the 3rd of August, 1857. Its progress has been thus far 

as satisfactory as could be desired. The number of pupils has steadily increased. At the 

commencement there were 110; in the October quarter 120; since the re-assembling after 
the Christmas holidays, the roll has amounted to 180. 

To meet the augmented numbers, the Trustees have been compelled to appoint two 
- 

additional Classical or ordinary Masters. The following gentlemen have received these 

appointments :—W. Heaven, Esq., B.A., of Trinity College, Oxford; and Edward Black-
more, Esq., B.A., of Exeter College, Oxford. 

In conuexion with these arrangements, the classes of German, Geography, and 

Modern History, have been entrusted to one of the Masters who came out from England; a 

gentleman highly distinguished at home for his attainments in these departments of 
literature. 

After the present quarter, and for some time to come, it is reasonable to expect a 

constant accession to our numbers. But this prosperity imposes upon the Trustees a corres-

ponding obligation, which, without further assistance from the Government., they are totally 
unable to meet. The limits of accommodation for the pupils have been already reached. 

For, although perhaps 20 new boys might find sitting in the large School-room, yet cozi-

siderable inconvenience has already been experienced from the want of those facilities for 

classification and separation which the extended character of the school course imperatively 
demands. 

The attention of the Trustees was drav~n to this subject before their last Report was 
submitted to the Government, and a plan was prepared at their request by Mr. Blacket, for 

the remedy of their most urgent wants. In the preparation of this design the strictest. 
attention has been paid to economy: no details of ornament or luxury have been admitted; 

the only claims allowed have been those founded upon necessity or practical usefulness. But 

the execution, even the commencement of these additions, will be utterly impossible with the 

funds which the Trustees have at present at their disposal. From the annexed returns it Not received. 
will appear that the present Building Fund is exhausted by the contracts for the northern 

and southern wings, with their outbuildings; little or no margin is left for those contin-

gencies to which every contract is liable. The revenue arising from the Fee Fund, together 

*285.. 
with 
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with the Annual Endowment, is not more than sufficient to defray the ordinary expenses. 

And a very slight increase of numbers next quarter will be attended with considerable 

difficulty. Indeed it is doubtful whether with the accommodation furnished by the present 

buildings applications can be entertained for a number exceeding 200 scholars. 

From the report of the Architect, which the Trustees have the honor to append, it 

will be seen that the additions to which the Trustees have confined themselves will cost not 

less than £12,000. Of this sum, not less than £5,000 will be required for the building of 

an additional wing for class-rooms, now urgently needed, and for the completion of the out-

buildings. Without these additions, the effectiveness of the institution, even in its present 

state, will be seriously compromised, and the sphere of its operations contracted to a limit. 

which was certainly not contemplated by the Legislature at its foundation. The Trustees, 

therefore, have perfect confidence in requesting that the Government will cause to be added 

to the Estimates for the year 1858 at least the smaller of the two sums indicated above, 

(£5,000), in order that the Trustees may possess the material means of conducting to a 

successful issue an undertaking so auspiciously commenced. 

I have, &o., 
JOHN WOOLLEY, 

THE HONORABLE 
Hon. Secretary. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

ESTIMATE of probable Cost of several additions to be made to the iSydney Grammar 

School. June 9, 1858. 

To complete the Front ... ...  ... ... £3,000 

To build the proposed Eastern Wing ... ... 5,000 

Outbuildings ... ... ... ... ... 400 

Railings and Gates in front... ...  ... ... 500 

Boundary Walls ... ... ... ... .. 300 

Fives Courts ... ... ...  ... ... 200 

To complete the Cloisters ... ...  ... ... 1,800 

Levelling the Ground, Drains, &c. .. ... ... 500 

Ventilating Dome in old part ...  ... ... 400 

Blinds, Grates, &c. ... ... ...  ... ... 200 

Furniture ... .., ... ... .. ... 200 

£12,50 

EDMUND T. BLACKET 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

SYDNEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
(RECEIpTS AND EXPENDITU1E) 

Ordered by the Leyslative Assembly to be Prn ted, 27 August, 1858, 

JOHN WOOLLEY, ESQ., to THE HONORABLE THE CHIEF SECRETARY. 

Sydney Grammar &lwol, 

SIR, 
24 August, 1858. 

I have the honor to transmit a Table of Receipts and Expenditure during the 
year 1857, 

on the part of the Trustees of the Sydney Grammar School. 

The Table has been prepared some time, but has been delayed by the difficulty of 
obtaining  a meeting  of the Trustees. 

I have further the honor to state that no new Regu'ations have been made by the 
Trustees since their Report for the year 1856. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLR JOHN WOOLLEY, 

THE CHIEF SECRETARY Honorary Secretary. 

&C., &e., 

475— 
RECEIPTS 



RECEIPTS and DISEURSEMENTS of the SYDNEY GRAMMAR ScHooL, from 1st 3anuary to 31st December, 1857. 

RECEIPTS. AMOUNT. 11 DISBURSEMENTS. AMOUNT. 

£ a. d. 

To Endowment ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,500 0 0 

School Fees ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,035 0 0 

Books ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 213 10 1 

Interest from Bank on Building Account... ... ... 12 2 11 

do. on Current Expenses Account ... ... ... 3 7 2 

TOTAL RN0TTPTs ... ... 

Balance on 31st December, 1850 ... ... 

By Building ... ... ... ... 

Salaries ... ... ... ... 

Capitation Fees ... ... ... 

other Current Expenses ... ... 

2,764 0 2 TOTAL DISUURSEMENTS 

12,488 2 3 Balance on 31st December, 1857 ... 

£ 15,25.2 2 5 11 

£ s. d. 

5,788 2 5 

1,116 13 4 

667 0 0 

1,371 11 7 

8,993 7 4 

. 0,258 15 1 

X1 15,252 2 5 
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NE W SOUTH WALES. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL AT BATHURSTI 
(PETITION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF.) 

O,deiecl by the Lgislaive A3sembly to be Printed, 5 May, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address from the Honorable the Legislative Assembly 

of New South Wales to the Governor General, dated 23 April, 1858, 

praying that His Excellency would be pleased to cause to be laid 

upon the Table 

"A Copy of a Petition to His Excellency from the Thhabitants 

" of Bathurst, pIaying for the establishment and endowment of 

"a Grammar School in the Town of Bathurst; and also of any 

" Correspondence on the subject between Mr. M'Guigan, or any 

"other person, and the Government, since 1 January, 1857." 

SCHEDULE. 
?O. rAGE 

Mr. J. B. M'Guigan to the Governor General's Private Secretary, transmitting a Petition 

from certain members of the community of Bathurst, requesting that a sum of money, 
sufficient for the purpose of founding and endowing a Grammar School in the Town 
of Bathurst, might be placed on the Supplementary Estimate for the year 1857, 
2 February, 1857 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 

Under Secretary to Mr. M'Guigan, in reply, 24 Febniary, 1857 ., .. .. .. 3 

143— 

I 
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No. 1. 

MR. J. B. M'G-UIGAN to THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S PRLVATE SECRETARY. 

lVillew Lodge, Bath urn, 

2 February, 1857. 

Sin, 
I have the diLinguishcd honor to forward to you, per this night's mail, a 

Petition of the Inhabitants of Bathurst, addressed to .His Excellency the Governor General, 

(which, you will perceive, is signed by all the leading characters, 1'Iagistrates, &c., of this 

District,) praying that His Excellency the Governor General may be graciously pleased to 

cause to be placed in the Supplementary Estimates for the year 1857 a sum of money 

sufficient for the foundation and endowment of a Grammar School in the Town of Bathurst; 

and I beg to express the hope that it may meet and receive from His Excellency a favorable 

reception on its merits. 
I have, &c., 

J. B. M'GUIGAN. 

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO.  

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

Sydney. 

[Enclosure in No. 11 

To His Excellency Sir William Thomas Denisort, Knight, &c., Governor General 
in and over all Her Majesty's Colonies of New South Wales, Tasmania, 
Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia, and Captain General 
and Governor-in-Chief of the Territory of New South Wales and its 
Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned members of the community of Bathurst, for 
themselves and on behalf of the Inhabitants of the Western Districts,— 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH 

That, amongst the many requirements of this District, and of its Inhabitants, 
there is not one which calls more eloquently, and pleads more urgently upon and for the 
Government for aid than the foundation and endownment of a superior Educational Establish- 
ment, or Grammar School, in the Town of Bathurst, for the benefit of the rising generation. 

That your Petitioners beg leave to represent to your Excellency, that persons of 
limited means residing here cannot afford to send their children to Sydney for Education; 
and that, so far as concerns them, the University Colleges and Grammar Schools of that 
City are not of the least advantage. 

That your Petitioners perceive, on looking over the Estimates for 1857, that an 
fleforence is hereby cc- 
spectfully subxiitted to be enormous proportion of the whole revenue is allotted for expenditure in Sydney, but cannot 
made to the printed Esti- 
mates 

 
of the probable see that there s any sum whatever set down for the Public Works of this mportant District, i i 

Expenditure of the 
Government for they... 

or other expenditure, save only for payment of salaries to those Stipen diaries whose services 

1857. are indispensable. 
That your Petitioners respectfully submit that the mental training of the rising 

generation of this District is of far more importance, and more deserving of a Government 
expenditure, or vote of the public money, than the promotion of public works of Sydney, in 
this proportion, viz., that "mind is superior to matter." 

That your Petitioners are aware that it would be superfluous to attempt an exposition 
of the advantages resulting from the establishment in this town of a Grammar School, 
feeling assured that in your Excellency's enlightened mimi the education of the people holds 
the first place; and although many of your Excellency's friends say that the progress of our 
Railways is the object of your Excellency's deepest solicitude, yet your Petitioners beg to 
express the hope that the future generations of Australia may be enabled to say that the 
foundation and endowment of Grammar Schools in every district of the Colony was "the 
"glory of your reign." 

Wherefore, your Petitioners, for themselves, for the members of this community, and 
on behalf of the rising generation, most respectfully pray that your Excellency may be 
graciously pleased to place on the Supplementary Estimates for the year 1857 a sum of 

money sufficient for the purpose of founding and endowing a Grammar School in the Town 
of Bathurst. 

And your Excellency's most humble Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever 

pray, &c., &c., &c. 
[Uere follow 93 Signatures] 

No. 
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No.2. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to M. J. B. M'G-TIIGAN. 

Colonial Secretary's Ojice, 

Sydney, 24 February, 1857. 

SIR, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 2nd instant, forwarding a Petition from certain members of the community at 

Bathurst, on behalf of themselves and the inhabitants of the Western Districts, requesting 

that a sum may be placed on the Supplementary Estimates for 1857 sufficient for the pur-

pose of founding and endowing a Grammar School in the Town of Bathurst. 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you, that by the Act of Council 18 Victoria, 
intituled, " An Act to incorporate and partially endow the Sydney Grammar School," pro. 
vision is made for conferring on all classes and denominations of Her Majesty's subjects, 

resident in the Colony, the advantages of a regular and liberal course of education, and that 

for the carrying of this object into effect the sum of £20,000 is authorised to be issued out 

of the Public Treasury for the erection of suitable buildings, and an annual sum of £1,500 

by way of permanent endowment for the Grammar School at Sydney. 

It being thus contemplated that the establishment on a liberal and comprehensive scale 

of a Central Grammar School in Sydney, wherein provision is made for scholarships in the 

University, should be regarded, at any rate for the present, as an institution available for the 

whole Colony, it scarcely seems possible, under these circumstances, and with reference to the 

general financial arrangements for the promotion of education, to comply with the application 

transmitted, for a sum to be at this time placed on the Estimates for the establishment of a 

Grammar School at Bathurst.. 

I have, &c., 
MR. J. B. M'GUIGAN, W. ELYARD. 

Willow Lodge, - 

Bathurst. . 



518 



519 

1858. 

gtat'ke noumbiv. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION. 

O WIN 

OF THE 

BOARD OF NATIONAL EDUCATION 

FOR THE YEAR 

IS57. 

ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED, 

- 9 April, 1858. 

b ii e 

PRINTED BY WILLIAM HANSON, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, 

PHILLIP-STRT. 

57—A 
1858. *  



520 



521 

NATIONAL EDUCATION. 

TENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF NATIONAL EDUCATION 

IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 

REPORT for the Year 1857 

To His Excellency Sin WILLIAM THOMAS DENIs0N, Knight Commander of the 

Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor General in and over all 

Her Majesty's Colonies of New South Wales, Tasmania, Victoria, South 

Australia, and Western Australia, and Captain General and Governor-in-

Chief of the Territory of New South Wales and its Dependencies, and 

Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c. 
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

We, the Commissioners of National Education in New South Wales, beg to 
submit to your Excellency this our Tenth Report. 

1.—NUMBER OF SCHOOLS IN OPERATION. 

It will be seen by a Return, hereunto appended, that during the year we had sizty- Appendix A. 

two Schools in operation, attended in the aggregate by 5,976 children. Of the Schools 

mentioned in our last Report, one (Bathurst) was not in operation during 1857. One old 

School (Black Creek) was resumed, and seven new Schools were opened, viz., Cundletown, 

Carcoar, Eden, Major's Creek, Parading Ground, near Raymond Terrace, Purfleet, and 
Byistone. 

2.—GRANTS OF MONEY IN AID OF BUILDINGS. 

The aggregate amount paid for the erection of school buildings, and for repairs, rent, Appendix 0. 

and furniture, for 1857, was £4,433 Os. 3d.; and at the close of the year, the Board had 

pledged sums for similar purposes, amounting to £6,675, to meet £3,255, promised as local 

contributions. 

The number of Schools for which aid was sought during 1857, was twenty-three; and Appendix B. 

at the close of the year, there Were six new school buildings in course of erection. 

3.—SALARIES. 

The salaries and allowances paid to teachers, officers, and servants of the Corporation 

during 1857, amounted to £12,892 2s. lOd., of which sum, £10,834 8. 6d. were paid to 

teachers; and £2,057 14s. 4d. were paid to other officers—Secretary, Inspector, Organizing 

Master, Accountant, Architect, and Messengers. 

The gross amount of fees paid by the children during 1857, was £5,391 13s. lOd. 

4.—INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS. 

The following Reports from our Inspector, Mr. Wilkins, furnish a summary of the 

state of the Model National Schools in Sydney, for the year 1857; and also a general 

summary of the condition of the National Schools throughout the Colony, for the same period. 

No.1. 

REPORT upon the Model National Sclool8,for the year 1857. 

1. The following Table will show the condition of these Schools during the past year, 

as regards the attendance of pupils and the amount of their payments 

NAME OF Scnoon. I No. ON THE AVERAGE DAILY AaxouNT OF 
ROLLS. ATTENDANCE. FEES PAID. 

Fort-street School ... ... ... ... 1,107 791 1,371 14 9 
William-street School 993 632 829 19 2 

. .  

339 264 393 9 1 Cleveland-street School ............. 
Paddington School ... ... ... ... ...273 187 318 12 0 

Total ... ... ... ... 1,874 2,913 15 0 
Total for 1856 

..2,712 
2,251 1,426 2,287 16 10 

Increase ............. 461 448 £625 18 2 

From 
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From this Return it appears that during the year the number of children on the 

rolls of these Schools increased 20 per cent., the average daily attendance 31 per cent., 

and the amount of fees 27 per cent. It may be fairly inferred from these statistics that 

the National Schools in Sydney have advanced in public confidence. The prevalence of 

wet weather during the greater part of the year seriously affected the attendance in some of 

the Schools, and thus diminished the daily average. 

No changes of importance have occurred in the management of the Sydney Schools. 

since the date of my last Report. The attention of the teachers has principally been con 

fined to the practical working out of the views therein stated; and, notwithstanding many 

difficulties, they have attained very considerable success. Strenuous exertions will still be 

made for the improvement of the methods of instruction and raising the character of the 

education imparted in National Schools. The cordiality with which the different teachers 

co-operate for this purpose affords strong ground for anticipating a large measure of success. 

The Training Department has been carried on in accordance with the programme 

furnished in my last year's Report. The lectures have been attended by the junior teachers, 

and by the candidates for situations under the Board. Twenty-one candidates entered the 

Model School in the course of the year, twelve being males, and nine females. Of these, 

eleven males and six females obtained appointments; the remainder, being unable to pass the 

necessary examinations, were not employed. 

The arrangements for the present year simply provide for the extension of the 

plans already in operation. The course of lectures in the Normal School will include the 

additional subjects of History, Zoology, and popular Astronomy, but no important change is 
contemplated at present. 

W. WILKINS. 

Inspector and Superintendent. 

No. 2. 

REPORT upon the condition of National Schools during the year 1857. 

The number of Schools inspected during the year 1857, exclusive of the Sydney 

Schools, was twenty. My visits were confined to this small number, first, on account of the 

lateness of the period when I received my instructions; and, secondly, because of the 

Secretary's illness, which rendered my presence in Sydney necessary for five months. 

The past year was one of great trial to National Schools. It was generally 

expected that Parliament would give its sanction to some new scheme of public education. 

The agitation existing in the public mind on this subject was further increased by the efforts 

of the opponents of the National System. At no previous period since its first establishment 

in the Colony had they exerted themselves so strenuously to lower the National System in 

public esteem. It is, therefore, gratifying to find, that not only did the system maintain 

its ground, but it made rapid progress. 

The disastrous floods which devastated a portion of the Colony injured some of 

the school buildings, and in other cases completely deprived the people of the means of 

proceeding with the erection of schoolhouses. Great numbers of children were also for 

many months prevented from attending School, communication being stopped by the floods. 

Notwithstanding these drawbacks, I am enabled to report in decidedly favorable 

terms respecting ten of the Schools visited in 1857. Of two others, I was compelled to speak 

with marked dissatisfaction; while the remaining eight were found to be in varying grades 

of efficiency, but each exhibiting some promising indication of future improvement. As far 

as my observations extended, I saw reason to believe that the measures referred to in my 

Report for the year 1856 were producing considerable effect in improving the character of 

the Schools. 

The services of the Organizing Master have proved very useful in disseminating 

information among the teachers on subjects connected with school management, and thereby 

enabled them to increase the efficiency of their Schools. His labors have further had the 

effect of bringing all the National Schools into closer relation with each other and with the 

central authority; of producing, to some extent, unity of purpose in the exertions of the 

tee}iers ; and of raising the moral and intellectual character of the Schools. 

W. WILKINS, 

inspector and Superintendent. 

5. 
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S.—FINANCE. 

For information on this head we beg to refer to the annexed Balance Sheet. Appendix C. 
6.—NQN-VSTp SooOLS. 

We now address ourselves to a subject which has given rise to a controversy unhappily 
resulting in the loss of Mr. Plunkett's services as the President of our Board; and we feel it 

our duty to lay before your Excellency a statement of the facts and motives which led us to 

issue the new Rules regarding non-vested Schools, published in the Government Gazette of 
5th January, 1858, and printed in the Appendix hereto. Appendix D. 

In October last a letter was addressed to us by our Inspector, which is of so much 

value and importance in illustration of this matter that we here transcribe it in full. 

ITaional Education Office, 

Sydney, 24 October, 1857, "GENTLEMEN, 

" I do myself the honor to submit, for your consideration, the following 
ft 

 suggestions in reference to the establishment of non-vested Schools under the Board's 
Supervision. 

11 
 2. The National Board in Ireland have, for many years, recognised the advantages 

" to be derived from the establishment of non-vested Schools, and, at the present time, more 

" than one-half of the Schools under their superintendence are of that kind. 
11  3. In the neighbouring Colony of Victoria, the experiment seems to have been tried 

it 

with satisfactory results. The Victorian Board state, in their fourth Report, that at the end 

" of the year 1856, they had twenty-eight non-vested Schools in operation, with 1,771 children 

" on the roll. The Chief Inspector, reporting upon such Schools, observes,—' Our non-vested 

Schools have advantages over vested Schools. All our non-vested Schools are private Schools, 

" 'the .head masters of which are either proprietors or tenants of the premises, The masters' 

not being liable to dismissal, feel themselves more independent than those of vested Schools, 
" 
and  are more anxious, in every way, to improve their Schools; and, instead of making 

'unsatisfactory, or perhaps unavailing exertions for subscriptions, they supply the necessary 

'pecuniary funds out of their own resources. The zeal and energy of an individual for 

" 'his own private benefit produce greater results than those of public bodies in the case 
" 
of our Schools. The greater personal interest in the success of these (non-vested) Schools 

is also, probably, the reason why, as a general rule, the non-vested teachers evince a 

'greater wilingness to have defects pointed out, and greater anxiety to improve.' 

" 4. 
The success of the system in Victoria, even making allowance for the different 

" state of society in that Colony, encourages the belief that non-vested Schools would prove 

"eminently useful in New South Wales. In addition to the benefits which would accrue to 
11 

 the country from such an extension of the means of Education, the introduction of non-
ee 

 vested Schools would tend to remove the great disparity between the National and Denomi_ 
" national Systems, as regards facilities for establishing  Schools. 1 submit, therefore, that it is 
expedient to adopt some regulations by which Schools of this class may be instituted under 
the Board's control. 

cc 

 5. The following seem to me to be the more important conditions on which such 
" Schools might be received into connection with the Board. Non-vested Schools might be 

established, or, if already in existence, might be adopted by the Board in localities where 

the population is too small to raise the necessary proportion of funds for building purposes, 

and in places where other Schools, not National, do not meet the educational wants of the 

district. They might also be instituted temporarily in places where a vested School is in 

" course of erection, but requiring time for its completion In all such cases the proposed 
teachers should provide—free of expense to the Board_suitable  school buildings, furniture, 
and apparatus, regard being had only to the requirements of the locality in which the Schools 

It  are situated. 

11   
6. The qualifications of teachers should be tested in the usual manner, and payment 

"made in accordance with their classification. It might, however, be expedient in the case of 

" very poor districts to accept the services of teachers whose attainments were not sufficiently 

"good to entitle them to a certificate of merit. Such teachers should be paid on a lower scale, 

and they would hold the same position in reference to the ordinary teachers that registered 

" teachers in England bear to those who have obtained certificates. The registered teachers in 
* 57—B 

"England 
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cc 
England are men whose technical acquirements fall below the standard demanded for a certi-

ficate of merit, but who having spent most of their lives in teaching, are competent to give 

" instruction in reading, writing, and arithmetic, to the children attending small country 

Schools. Teachers of this description form a numerous class in the Colony, and by taking 

advantage of their services, the rudiments of education may be extended to places which 

" otherwise must remain entirely destitute. 

" 7. All the Regulations promulgated by the Board should b scrupulously enforced in 

non-vested Schools. I am aware that considerable latitude is permitted both in Ireland and 

" in Victoria in reference to the giving of religious instruction by the teacher but, in the 

present state of the education question in this Colony, I am of opinion that much danger 

" would arise from following these precedents. The opponents of the National System would 

regard such a course as a virtual abandonment by the Board of their fundamental principle, 

" and as an assertion of the propriety and necessity of making the schoolmaster, as such, a 

" teacher of religion. 

11 
8. At the same time it would be unnecessary to inquire too minutely into the pro-

" ceedings of a non-vested teacher out of school hours, provided his duty was satisfactorily 

cc performed, and the Board's Regulations carefully observed. The teacher's own interest would 

" then restrain him from doing anything likely to give offence to the parents of any of his 

"pupils. 

9; It would, of course, be requisite that Local Patrons should be appointed to the 

" non-vested Schools, and on this head some difficulty may be anticipated. The Local Patrons 

would, in a majority of cases, be personal friends of the teacher, and they may be disposed 

" to exhibit more leniency in their construction of the manner in which he discharges his 

duties than is desirable. This defect could only be obviated by frequent inspection; and if 

a large increase in the number of National Schcols took place in consequence of the 

" admission of non-vested Schools, a corresponding increase in the means of inspection would 

"thereby be necessitated and justified. 

"I have, &e., 

W. WILKINS. 

"THE BOARD or NATIONAL EDUCATION, 

Sydney." 

Having carefully deliberated on the statements submitted to us in the preceding 

aetter, and having satisfied ourselves, by reference to the Reports of the Irish Education 

Board, that the change required to meet our Inspector's recommendation, instead of being 

any innovation, would only render the administration of the Schools confided to our manage-

-ment more in accordance with that prescribed as our model, by our Act of Incorporation, we 

Tesolved upon offering aid to non-vested Schools on the plan suggested, and upon supplement-

ing our existing Rules by such additions, founded on those promulgated in Ireland, as should 

answer the proposed end. We had, at first, some thought of deferring this measure until we 

had invited public discussion; but several considerations influenced us in avoiding this delay. 

In the first place, more than one application had been already made on behalf of Schools that 

could only be aided on the new system, and the parties interested were anxiously awaiting 

our decision. More applications of like nature were expected, and they have since accumu-

lated to a considerable number; and althouglf this extension of our operations might some-

what cripple our pecuniary resources, it was evident that this newly adopted branch of 

expenditure would, if viewed in reference to its influence in extending the field of National 

Education, be far the most economical, involving only the payrneit of teachers' salaries, and 

supply of books, without the serious expense of building. We are indeed well aware that 
the large ratio of building expenses in our previous operations has at all times given a 

plausible colour to hostile and exaggerated representations of the relative cost of education 

as administered under our system. 

-We were also greatly influenced by the consideration that no coercion or dictation of 

any kind was involved in our proposed change, aid being merely extended to those volun-

tarily seeking it, upon terms not inconsistent with our, own- principles, although conceding 

somewhat more latitude than our previous Rules had done, to the wishes and consciences 

of those who had hitherto stood aloof from us. The test of its attracting less or more 
spontaneous 

400 
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spontaneous applications appeared to us a desirable one to apply to the new scheme, before 

we brought it forward in any importunate manner; well knowing that our claim on the 

liberality of Parliament for any scheme, however excellent in theory, must eventually 

depend on the degree of its success in meeting the actual wants and wishes of. the 

community. So far as our plan should succeed, in this silent manner, it would manifestly 

operate as a self-adjusting reconciliation of the two existing systems. Nor did it a.ppear to 

us possible, in the nature of things, that the advocates of either system could object to our 

plan on any ground, except that of its being too great a concession to the other; an objection 

clearly entitled to no weight in the scale of public policy, so long as the Legislature is con-

tent to meet the views of both parties by endowing both systems. 

Such were the views which actuated us in framing our new Rules, and, on the 18th 

December last, they were forwarded to the Colonial Secretary's Office, accompanied by the 

following letter 

11 National Education Office, 

" 57-1433. . " Sydney, 18th December, 1857. 

" Sin, 

If 
On behalf of the Board of National Education, incorporated by Act of 

if Council, it Vict., No. 48, I have the honor to transmit, herewith, some additional Rules 

" made by them, under the power conferred by that Act, and to request that the same may 

be published in the Government Gazette, 
and laid before the Legislature in the manner 

"thereby prescribed. 

11 
 2. It will be perceived that these Rules have reference to the proposed extension 

of aid to Schools which, in their origin, may be other than National, and of which the 

property may not be vested in the Board; upon condition, nevertheless, that instruction 

" of the same efficient and unsectarian character as that required in Schools purely National 

" be therein given, without distinction of sects, during an adequate number of hours in each 

" da (exclusive of Sunday), and that any sectarian religious instruction be given either 

" before or after the ordinary school business, and to those children only whose parents 

" approve of their receiving it. 

" 3. The Board has been induced to initiate these Regulations, partly in compliance 

" with applications of a pressing nature from conductors of Schools—excluded from assistance 

by the previous Rules, but .willing to accept aid on the terms now proposed—partiy from 

a public avowal, of those promoting Denominational Schools, of a principle quite in 

" aeordance with the system proposed, although wanting, in their hands, the sanction of 

"uniform and binding regulation; but chiefly by finding in the Reports of the Commis-

" sioners for National Education in Ireland evidence of the extensive prevalence and great 

" success of a similar plan there in operation. 

It is at the same time evident, that in order to enable this Board effectually to 

"carry out their proposal, it will be requisite that additional funds be placed at their 

"disposal by the Legislature. The application of the new Rules will open out a new field of 

"operations, and of consequent expenditure, whilst their existing means arebarely adeq.uate 

to the building and maintenance of Schools strictly their own. 

It will, however, be manifest, that exactly in the proportion in which non-

"vested Schools may conform to these new Rules, and thus obtain aid through the Board, 

If 
the requirements of those who seek aid in a character avowedly Denominational will be 

"reduced. And, as our plan merely substitutes positive regulation for individual caprice, 

in a matter affecting the public expenditure, and really exacts nothing more from Denomi-

national Schools than the more enlightened and liberal of their conductors already profess 

" to concede in practice, we venture tolope that the operation of these new Rules will tend 

to reconcile the conflicting wants and difficulties which have hitherto occasioned so large 

an expenditure of public money in maintaining two systems, and pave the way for a 

"simpler organisation, comprising the advantages of both. 

"I have &c., 
"JOHN H. PLUNKETT, 

"TUE HONORABLE 
. "'Chairman." 

"Tnn PRINCIPAL SECRErAItY, -' 

((&o., &c., &c - 
At 
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At this time, two applications for non-vested Schools were waiting our decision; and 

our Secretary had been instructed to give answers, and to refer the applicants to the new 
Rules, as soon as they should appear in the Gazette. This circumstance led u, at each of 
our meetings to inquire about their publication ; and various applications were made per-

sonally by our Chairman at the Colonial Secretary's Office to ascertain the cause of delay; 

none of which, however, elicited, until the mcnth prescribed by law for the publication of 

the Rules was approaching expiration, any hint of an objection to the Rules themselves. 

We were especially solicitous to avoid their lapsing for want of due publication, in 

consequence of the departure for New Zealand of one of our Members, and the consequent 

impossibility of obtaining, without long'further delay, his signature to any formal instrument 

which might be required to give them a renewed effect. Repeated and urgent applications 

at length elicited the letter of the Colonial Secretary of 4th January, 1858, crossing our 

previously written letter of the same date, and then apprising us, for the first time, of an 
objection to their publication. 

As we have the misfortune to differ from your Excellency's advisers with regard 

to the relative powers and functions of ourselves and ̂of the Executive Government in 

framing and promulgating these Rules, we find it difficult to render this topic the subject of 

an official report addressed to your Excclleney,_especjally as we have never yet been favored 

with any explanation of the grounds on which our legal power to frame these new Rules 

has been questioned. It now, however, becomes necessary for us to state the reasons which 

justified, to our own minds, the exercise of the power we thus assumed. 

The Act (11 Victoria, No. 48) originally incorporating the Board whose functions 

we exercise, declares it to have been formed for the management of Schools to be conducted 

under " Lord Stanley's National System of Education," and confers upon its members, in 

their corporate capacity, power to make Rules "touching all matters which should 

appear to them fit and expedient for the effectual attainment of the objects of 

the Corporation", with power to alter and amend them, from time to time, at the like 

discretion. It then prescribes that such Rules shall be published within one month 
in the Government Gazette, 

and requires that they be also laid before the Legislature. 
No direction whatever is given as to the approval of the Executive Government for the time 

being. The only question which, as it seemed to u, could affect our legal authority, was, 

whether the Schools we now intended to assist were comprised within " Lord Stanley's 

National System of Education." This question will bear the test of the most rigid exami-

nation. It might, we think, have been sufficient, if these non-vested Schools had been, in 

the year 1848, and from thence to the present time, in actual operation, under the Irish 

Board, created by Lord Stanley in 1832, and this, even though this class of Schools had 

formed no portion of his Lordship's original scheme, but had been subsequently engrafted on it. 

We cannot doubt that by Lord Stanley's System the Colonial Legislature of 1848 simply 

meant the system then in actual operation in Ireland; and we are entitled to infer, that 

the powers of local regulation were intended to give a latitude to the Colonial Board to meet 

from time to time their own views of local circumstances in any way compatible with the 
general principles of that system. 

But it is not necessary for us to take shelter under this wide interpretation; the fact 

being, that these non-vested Schools were aided by Lord Stanley's Board in Ireland from the 

very origin of his system, and that with his own express sanction. This will clearly appear 

by referring to the Report of the Irish Board for 1836, which contains the following 

paragraph, commenting on the contents of an acrimonious pamphlet then recently published 

against the system. "The pamphlet (say the Commissioners, page 45) objects to our giving 

aid to Schools in connection with nunneries, monasteries, or other religious bodies. Upon 

" this point we had a communication with Lord Stanley, when he was Chief Secretary for 

Ireland. He thought it desirable, as we did, that such Schools should be brought undei 

" our superintendence, and, therefore, that we should grant aid to them. We have accord-
" ingly done so." 

Appended to the Report of the Irish Board of 1841 is an explanatory paper, emana-

ting from Lord Stanley himself, addressed to a deputation of the Synod of Ulster, in which 

he draws a distinction between " school hours," as appointed by Local Patrons and 
managers, and "ordinary school hours," during which the safeguards against proselytism 

peculiar 
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peculiar to the National System are enforced, clearly indicating his own recognition of the 

special rule applied to the Schools afterwards familiarly distinguished as non-vested. 

And, in an explanatory document, issued under the express sanction of Government 

by the Commissioners themselves, and appended to the same Report, they state as follows :- 

"The Board understand that they require a permanent submission to its regulations 

only in those cases in which grants have been made towards the erection of school-houses, 

" to be vested in trustees according to the direction of Government; and that in Schools 

receiving occasional or annual grants, such as salaries for the teachers, &c., they are to 

require submission to their regulations only during the period for which such grants were 
" made." 

They add, in conclusion, that "they do not regard these observations as altering or 

modifying in any degree the original instructions communicated to them of October, 1831; 
"they offer them as ontaining views which they have always entertained of their instructions, 
and tpon whichthey have uniformly acted since the commencement of their labors." 

On further examining, with a view to our own guidance, the course of the Irish 

Board, we have found that the non-vested Schools, under their guidance, have far exceeded 

in number those which have been vested. For example, in the Appendix to the Repart of 

1854, we found the total of vested Schools given as one thousand six hundred and twenty-one, 

and those of non-vested as three thousand six hundred and four. 

To this evidence of the actual comprehension of non-vested Schools, within Lord 

Stanley's System, as administered in Ireland, we are enabled to add equally conclusive 

evidence that the same comprehensiveness was intented by those who introduced the system 

in this Colony. The Select Committee on Education, in compliance with whose Report 

Lord Stanley's System was adopted, specially recommended "that the Board should be 

invested with a very wide discretion as to the arrangements necessary for carrying the 

system into effect," [See Report 28th August, 1844,] and the Chairman of that Committee, 
Mr. Robert Lowe, thus expresses, in the same year, his own views of the system which it 

recommends, and of the prospective operations of the Colonial Board. 

We extract the following from a speech at a public meeting in the School of Arts, 

published in a pamphlet then extensively circulated. As this pamphlet contained a reprint 

of the Report of the Select Committee, and various other important papers, it was, in fact, 

the Text Book of the day in reference to this subject, and evidence, therefore, not only of 

the views of the promoters of the system, but of the general popular understanding regarding 
it 

"The Report," (Mr. Lowe says) "recommends the National System introduced into 

Ireland by Lord Stanley." He then goes on to say that, "as to separate religious instruc-

" tion, a wide discretion had been claimed by the Irish Board, and may be profitably exerted 

here;" that "nothing would be lost to the present Denominational Schools by placing 

themselves in connection with the Board; all the sacrifice required of them being that 

they should do what ought to be done in every well regulated School—set aside certain 
11  hours for certain studies." 

It is thus evident that in now extending aid to Schools of this class we are merely 

following up and completing the scheme of Education contemplated by the authority under 

which we hold our appointments. In the earlier stages of our operations the prejudices 

against our system which pervaded the conductors of all Schools already existing rendered 

it hopeless to expect them to submit to our conditions, and futile, therefore, to promulgate 

Rules regarding them. Ten years experience of the beneficial operation of our system has 

at length induced a different feeling among such of our opponents as are open to conviction; 

and it now only rests with those who have the control of the requisite funds to decide 

whether disadvantage shall be taken of this happy result. 

Our new Rules are now called for by spontaneous applications, increasing since their 

publication to such a number as will now justify our urging an application to Parliament 

so to enlarge our resources as sufficiently to meet the demand. We- have alrady stated 

why we deemed it right thus to ascertain, in some •degree, the disposition of the public to 

accept aid under our new Rules, before strongly pressing this application, and for resisting, 

therefore, the attempted interference with their immediate publication. 

* 57(j 
Having, 
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Having, we believe, now clearly shown that these Rules departed in no degree from 

the principles of Lord Stanley's System, whether as originated under his own sanction in 

Ireland, or, as intended by the Legislature introducing it in this Colony, we cannot even 

imagine any further objection to our authority in this matter, unless, in spite of the literal 

c)nstruction of the Act conferring our power, it be contended that the Legislature of 1843 

never could really have meant to render us so far independent of the Executive Government. 

If a particle of doubt could have been entertained on this point, we assure your Excellency 

that nothing could have induced us to rely on a rigid verbal construction, or inadvertent 

omission in the Act, in order to assume an impropOr authority. 

We have, however, to make an explanation very conclusive in this matter. It would, 

indeed, more naturally have been given by Mr. Plunkett himself; yet, as no opportunity for 

such explanation was afforded him before his removal from office, it ought not now to be 

withheld by us. Mr. Plunkett informs us that he, for some time, deølined to yield to the 

wishes of the late Governor, Sir Charles Fitz Roy, by becoming Chairman of the Board, 

through apprehension that his efforts fully to carry out the proposed system would be liable 

to be at any moment defeated by the interference of some future Government of adverse 

views; and he at length was induced to consent to assume the office only on its being con-

ceded that the power of making Rules without the intervention or control of the Executive 

for the time being should be a feature in the Act of Incorporation: Vhereupon, he himself 

drafted the Act, as it now stands, with this express object. 

It was after bestowing the labors of ten years on the business of the Board, under 

this compact, that it appeared to him to be for the first time abruptly interfered with, and 

this in a letter written by direction—as the now head of the Executive—of the only 

dissentient member of the Select Committee under whose recommendation the Act of 1848 

was framed. 

We think it a bare act of justice to Mr. Plunkett to refer to the circumstance, as 

illustrating his own view of the provocation which led to the correspondence bringing him 

into collision with the Government. 

We abstain from making this Report the vehicle of any controversy regarding the 

propriety of the particular language used by Mr. Plunkett in protesting against what we 

believe we have thus clearly shewn to be an unauthorised interference. 

Regarding, however, the loss of Mr. Plunkett's services, we feel bound to submit to 

your Excellency our conviction that an enemy to the cause of education in this Colony 

could scarcely desire to inflict upon it a greater injury than will be accomplished by per-

nmanently withdrawing Mr. Plunkett from this sphere of his long continued and useful 

exertions. 

Although his services at this Board, since its formation in the year 1848, are - 

generally well known, those only can fully appreciate them who have had our own peculiar 

opportunities of witnessing, as his coadjutors, the untiring zeal and assiduity with which he 

has sacrificed, year after year, the scanty leisure of a laborious public life to this self-imposed 

and gratuitous labor of love. We feel, indeed, entitled to assert that any minister of public 

instruction who had done as much in fulfilment of the duties of a well paid office, might 

justly claim the title of a public benefactor. 

After making this declaration, we will only respectfully submit whether a few hasty 

-expressions, however passing the usual limits of official etiquette, which were at least 

prompted, if not justified, by the self-same zeal in the cause of education to which we are 

indebted for the valuable services of many years, can make it necessary to ignore the merit 

of all those services in the past, and deprive the public of all their benefits in the future. 

We, at all events, should not fulfil our duty if, apart from any personal regard for 

Mr. Plunkett, we did not, on the ground of the public interests at stake, earnestly press for 

the restcratiOfl of his services to their wonted channel, provided he can now be induced, 

upon any admissible terms, to resume them. 

Our business, although gratuitously performed, is rapidly acquiring the dimensions 

of a public deyartmertt and if we, the present Members of the Board, are to remain 

deprived of the yeculiar facilities afforded by the experience and unremitting attention of 

Mr. Plunkett, as our Chairman, and which have hitherto materially lightened the individual 
labor 
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labor and responsibility of each of us, we seriously apprehend that our duties will be found 

more onerous than we can, without undue sacrifice of other imperative obligations, continue 

to fulfil. 
We submit this our Report for the year ending 31st December, 1857; and in 

testimony thereof we have caused our Corporate Seal to be hereunto affixed, this sixth day 

of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight. 
G. K. ITOLDEN. 

J. SMITH. 

G. WIGRAM ALLEN. 

W. C. WILLS, 

Secretary. 

Although, for the reason I subjoin, I abstain from signing the Report, I deem it right 

to signify my general concurrence in its views and statements. 

From inability, on account of my judicial duties, to attend at the Board, I have not taken 

part for some time back in its proceedings. This inability I communicated.to.Mr. Plunkett; 

and I intimated to him, as Chairman, my wish and intention to resign, which I only post-

poned at his suggestion,—that as the four principal religious denominations were adequately 

and efficiently represented, each by one Commissioner, and my attendance, was not required, 

it would be advisable for me to postpone my retirement from the Board, at least until Sir 

Charles Nicholson's return, when probably my place might be supplied in a way to preserve 

to the Board the character of a mixed and impartial commission, duly representing each 

religious section of the community. It is therefore that I have taken no part in the 

proceedings which resulted in Mr. Plunkett's removal, an event which, with my colleagues, 

I deem disastrous alike to the general interests of education, and to the successful working of 

Lord Stanley's system. 

In the merited testimony which the Report bears to his untiring zeal, his unselfish 

devotion, his energy and his success, I fully concur; and I feel that, at this exigent moment, 

the loss of a man so fitted, in every respect, to be at the head of the Board, cannot easily, if 

indeed it can at all, be supplied. From the confidence which his presence there inspired, 

I share the opinion (I believe in common with the religious denomination of which he is a 

member,) that whilst he presided at the Board our interests and fair claims to consideration 

would not be disregarded. 

On another point—the legality of the regulations for the establishment and conduct 

of non-vested National Schools, though not an original party to their framing, I consider it 

due to my colleagues, with deference to the opinions of those who may differ from us, to 

- express my own earnest opinion that it was legally competent for the Board to frame those 

resolutions. It is an error to suppose that under the National System, schools must 

contain scholars of different religious denominations. That they should -be of different 

denominations is an accidental part, not an essential element of the system. That which 

is its essential and leading principle is to afford the same facilities for education to all 

classes, without any attempt to interfere with the religious opinions of any, and to exclude 

none on account of such difierence of opinion. 

From an attentive perusal of the regulations framed by the Board, I can discover in 

them no departure from this fundamental principle. Not only are they compatible with it, 

but, in my opinion, calculated, in an eminent degree, to disseminate, promote, and extend its 

usefulness. 

It is a matter of history, attested by the Reports of the Irish Commissioners, that non- 

A vested Schools, under similar regulations to those approved of by the Board in this Colony, 

had been pm-established in Ireland, not only long before the adoption of the system in this 

Colony, but their origin dates from the very commencement of its establishment. 

R. THERRY. 

APPENDIX 
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20 
41 
93 
12 
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18 
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52 
22 
25 
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17 
18 
35 
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75 
30 
47 
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66 
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APPENDIX A. 
RETURN of National Schools, as certified by the Local Patrons, for the Quarter ending 

December of the Year 1857, or for the last Quarter of 1857, in which the respective 
Schools were in operation. 

NAME or Scnooa. 

Fort-street, Sydney 
William-street, Sydney 
Cleveland-street, Sydne 
Paddington ......... 
Albury ............. 
Black Creek ......... 
Braidwood ........... 
Bowenfels ........... 
Brookfield ........... 
Bolwarra ........... 
Berrima ............. 
Bendolba ........... 
Camden ............. 
Clarence Town ....... 
Campsie ............. 
Cundletown .......... 
Carcoar ............. 
Dunmore ............ 
Dungog .............. 
Drayton .............. 
Dagwortii ............ 
Eling Forest .......... 
Eden ................ 
Faibrook ............ 
Four Mile Creek ...... 
Gosfortli.............. 
Glen William ........ 
Grafton .............. 
Hinton .............. 
boa ................ . 
Louisa Creek.......... 
Major's Creek ........ 
Murrurundi .......... 
Merriwa .............. 
Mulconda ............ 
M'Donald River ..... 
Meadow Flat.......... 
Mudgee .............. 
Nelson's Plains ........ 
Orange .............. 
Parading Ground ...... 
Port Macquarie........ 
Pennant Hills ........ 
Parrarnatta .......... 
Panbuja .............. 
Peel.................. 
Picton ................ 
Purfieet .............. 
Red Bank ............ 
Ryistone ............ 
Stanhope ............ 
Sugar Loaf .......... 
Smithfield ............ 
Seahani .............. 
Singleton ............ 
Tomago .............. 
Taniworth ........... 
Wylie's Flat .......... 
Wollongong .......... 
Wollombi ............ 

Warragee ............ 

Warwick ............ 

NUMBER ON ScIIOLAThI AVERAGE 
ON THE ROLL. ATTENDANCE. 

Male. Femals.j TOTAL. Mals. 

562 381 943 1 1n' 
542 1 451 . 993 
187 152 339 
154 119 273 
40 45 85 
227 29 
69 57 126 
28 39 67 
26 20 46 
34 33 67 
9 20 29 
13 25 38 
35 25 60 
59 61 120 
10 13 23 
27 17 44 
17 24 .41 
56 53 109 
40 53 93 
32 33 65 
18 32 50 
20 13 33 
30 12 42 
13 11 24 
22 27 49 
22 22 44 
16 21 37 
55 44 99 
62 54 116 
18 26 44 
15 18 33 
45 42 87 
35 30 65 
26 29 55 
14 15 29 
16 18 34 
14 16 30 
59 50 109 
28 21 49 
29 44 73 
15 20 35 
41 28 69 
26 30 56 
36 44 80 
28 37 65 
30 29 59 
21 31. 52 
21 24 45 
33 21 54 
10 18 28 
16 19 35 
11 18 29 
32 25 57 
21 23 44 
61 41 102 
29 331 62 
34 35 69 
14 16 30 
88 44 132 
53 49 102 

12 

341 331 67 23 221 45 

RE3CARES. 

In operation the whole year. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Re-opened in October. 
In operation the whole year. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Opened in July. 
Opened in September. 
In operation the whole year. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Opened in November. 
Re-opened in May. 
In operation the whole year. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Re-opened 19th August. 
In operation the whole year. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Opened 1st February. 
In operation the whole year. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Opened 1st February. 
In operation the whole year. 
Opened let July. 
In operation the whole year. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Re-opened 1st September. 
In operation the whole year. 

Ditto 
This school is.removed to Nowra, 
in consequence of the departure 
of the population from War- 
ragee. 

In operation the whole year. 

357 
118 
112 
27 
16 
48 
23 
15 
21 
8 
7 
26 
45 
6 
18 
13 
40 
22 
18 
11 
20 
26 
9 
12 
1.5 
8 
40 
40 
18 
12 
22 
23 
19 
10 

11 
45 
20 
22 
6 
29 
22 
000 
14 
20 
21 
11 
16 
8 
9 
8 
21 
11 
48 
13 
21 
12 
64 
34 

3,181I 2,795 
I 
5,976 
I 
2,277 1,86214,1391  

APPENDIX B. 
Abergiasslyn. Kempsey. 
Araluen. Kiama. 
American Creek. Mayfield. 
Albion Park. l\1arha]I Mount. 
Ballina, Richmond River. I Merrendce. 
Binalong. Mount Hunter. 
Burner, Shoalhaven. Omega Retreat. 
Dapto. Parramatta North. 
Fishery Creek. Yacy. 
Fairy Meadow. Ryistone. 
Green Wattle Flat. I Walcha. 
good Dog, Shoalhaven. I 

APPENDIX 



531 

NATIONAL EDUCATION. 13 

APPENDIX C. 

RECEIPTS and DISBURSEMENTS of the BOARD OF NATIONAL EDUCATION, New South Wales, from 
1st January to 31st December, 1857. 

Dr. Cr. 

To Vote, 1857 .....................20,000 0 0 By Balance, for 1856 ............ ............1,353 2 21 
Salaries and Allowances ...... 12 ..,892 2 10 

Old Building Materials sold .... 137 11 4 Buildings and Repairs, Rent, 
and Furniture ..............4,433 9 3 

Travelling Expenses of Teachers, 
Inspecor, and Architeet 689 17 9 

Books, Printing, Stationery, and 
Advertising ................136 15 6 

Fuel, Light, Labor, Water, Work- 
materials, Law, and petty 
charges ....................335 0 5 

18,487 5 9 
Balance to 1858 ............................297 341 

£ 20,137 11 4 £20,137 11 4 

APPENDIX P. 

REGUIA TIONS for the Establtshrnent and Conduct of .N.m- Vested National Schools in 
New South Wales. 

To extend the benefits of National Education in the Colony, on a plan similar to that 
so successfully pursued in Ireland, the Commissioners of National Education will give assist- 
ance to Schools which in origin and ownership may be other than National—subject only to 
conditions making their conductors responsible to the Board, (1) For adequate instruction 
of the same nature as that prescribed for Schools purely Natioflal, open on equal terms to 
all ; and (2) For the strict limitation of special religious instruction to those whose parents 
approve of it. 

The following are the conditions on which aid will be afforded to Schools not vested 
in the Commissioners :- 

The aid to such Schools will be limited to Salary and Books. 
Before aid can be granted, the Commissioners must be satisfied that the case is 

deserving of assistance; that there is reason to expect that the School will be efficiently and 
permanently supported; that the School-house is sufficient for the purpose, and suitably 
furnished; and that a competent Teacher has been or will be appointed. 

To entitle a School to a continuance of aid, the House and Furniture must be 
kept in good repair by means of local contributions; the School conducted in all respects in 
a satisfactory manner, and in accordance with the regulations of the Commissioners, and the 
instructions of their Inspectors; and there must be an average daily attendance of at least 
thirty Children. 

NOTE—The Commissioners reserve to themselves the right of giving aid in special cases to 
Schools where the average daily attendance may be temporarily below thirty. 

While the appointment and removal of Teachers in non-vested Schools will rest 
with the Local Patrons or Managers, the Commissioners will require to be satisfied with the 
character and competency of the Teacher so appointed, as a condition to the payment and 
continuance of Salary. 

A Time Table, sanctioned by the Commissioners, must be kept constantly hung up 
in a Conspicuous part of the School Room. 

During the hours appropriated in the Time Table to the ordinary instruction of 
the pupils, the usual routine of a National School must be observed in non-vested Schools; but 
the Commissioners will not exercise any control over the use of the School at any other time. 

NOTE—Any religious exercise or instruction peculiar to the private character of the School must, 
therefore, occupy some time before or after the hours fixed for the ordinary duties, so as to admit of the 
convenient,abscnce of any children whose parents object to their attendance. 

No Books shall be used for ordinary instruction under the preceding Rule but 
such as are sanctioned by the Commissioners. 

Registers shall be kept in each School, and Returns forwarded to the Commis-
sioners, according to forms that will be supplied by them. 

The Commissioners and their Officers are to be allowed to visit and examine the 
Schools whenever they think fit. Those deputed to visit by the Commissioners will be fur-
nished with credentials. 

The public generally must have free access to every School during the stated 
school hours, not to take part in the business or to interrupt it, but, as visitors to observe 
how it is conducted. 

The Commissioners reserve to themselves the power of altering or revoking any 
of the foregoing regulations as, from time to time, it shall seem to them to be expedient. 

J. H. PLTJNKETT, CHAIRMAN. 
G. K. HOLDEN. 

(L. s.) 
J. SMITH. 
G. W. ALLEN. 

W. C. WILLS, SEC. 

.Natonal Education Office, 
Sydney, 14th December, 1857. 
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1858. 

iUgttatie øeniblp. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 
(LETTER FROM, ON THE SUBJECT OF NON-VESTED SCHOOLS.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 17 June, 1858. 

THE NATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD to THE COLONIAL SECRETAnY. 

jr101,01 Education Office, 

Sin, 
Sydney, 3 June, 1858. 

It the letter of the Chairman of this Board, dated 18th December last, 

transmitting additional Rules for the extension of the aid of the Board to non-vested schools, 

the Government was apprised that the application of the new Rules would open out a new 

field of operation, and consequent expenditure, whilst the existing means of the Board were 

barely adequate to the building and maintenance of vested schools. 

This intimation was not given with any expectation of its eliciting, at that time, 

from the Government any pledge of additional assistancs. . We must, on the cntrary, admit 

that we acted under the conviction that it was our duty, in the exercise of the powers 

entrusted to us by the Legislature, even with the inadequate resources at our command, and 

at the expense of restricting our building grants, at least to initiate an experiment which 

should manifest, if successful, (as we ourselves believed it would be), the adaptation of our 

new plan to the wishes and exigencies of the community, before we importuned the Govern-

ment and the Legislature for the means of fully carrying out our views. These motives 

have already been acknowledged as actuating us in this matter in our annual Report; and 

we have now to congratulate ourselves and the public on the proof already received, in the 

numerous applications which have reached us for non-vested schools, of its adaptation to the 
social condition of this Colony. 

It is now our duty to report to the Government, that since the promulgation of 

the new Rules thirty-seven applications for non-vested schools have been received,—of which 

eighteen have been considered as deserving of aid; two have been rejected, as not meeting 

the required conditions; two have been deferred for the present, and fifteen are under investi-

gation. Applications are at present continued from week to week; and it will, we think, 

be an estimate within the limits of probability, that we ought to endeavor to provide for 

compliance with a total of at least eighty such applications within the current year. 

If additional funds be withheld, this Board will be constrained to determine for 

themselves the question, how far it is desirable, in the exercise of their important public 

trust, to continue the experiment of non-vested schools, at the expense of restricting contri-

butions which would otherwise be available for the building of vested schools. We are, of 

course, anxious to avoid this dilemma, both from its tendency to render the experiment 

imperfect, through the injudicious economy it will impose, and from the disappoiutmeut it 

may occasion to some persons anxious to build vested schools. 

It will be in that case impossible for the Board to do more than accept a few of tl:e 

most pressing applications for non-vested schools, rejecting, on the other hand, a few of the 

least urgent building applications; while to the extent of those rejected in each class, for 

want of means, a public want (which it is, of all others, the highest interest of the comniu-
nity to satisfy,) will remain unprovided for. 

We submit that all applications made to us for schools are to be taken as applica-

tions for aid in qualifying the rising generation of the Colony to fulfil the duties which. 

the popular institutions, now about to be established on the widest foundation, will impose; 

and that money voted for such a purpose is to be regarded, not so much as ordinary expen- 

diture, but rather as an investment of the most profitable kind, not only in a moral, but even 
in a material point of view. 

298—. 
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6, The New York Board of Education, in their Report for 1856, refer, with a 

pardonable pride, to evidence taken before the English Rouse of Commons, in proof that 

the superior education afforded in America to the particular class of persons who constitute 

the masters and crews of vessels trading across the Atlantic, had led to a very great advance 

in the relative proportion of American tonnage; and they point to the fertile invention 

applied to implements of practical use characteristic of Americans, as augmenting, in many 

ways, the frnits of agricultural and manufacturing industry, and refunding, even in hard 

dollars, the cost of public education. Regardipg the question in a still higher point of view
,  

the New York Board cite Jefferson, as saying—" If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, 
"in a state of civilisation, it expects what never was, and never will be." They also cite 

Daniel Webster, as authority for the assertion that popular jn5titutlofls cannot possibly be 
preserved "if early education be not freely furnished by public law, in such forms that all 

shall gladly avail themselves of it." If there be any hesitation in providing, by annual 

vote, for at least as liberal a plan of popular education as that of America, may we not 

venture to hope that the Legislature of this Colony may be induced to follow the exaple 

are of public lands, in.  every county and town, to the of America, by appropriating a sh  

support of common schools? 
The Board have prepared a careful estimate of their liabilities from 1st May to- 

31st December, of the present year, of which the following is a summary :- 

Pledged for building and repairs of vested schools .......... £7,617 14 2 

Salaries, travelling expenses, and other charges ............9,000 0 0 

Total for vested schools ............16,647 14 2 

Salaries and books for 80 non-vested schools ...............3,000 0 0 

Total estimated expenditure from 1st May to 31st Decem- 
ber, 1858 ................................................19,647 14 

2 

Accruing to the Board from the sum at present on the 
Estimates ................................................15,000 0 0 

Leaving a deficiency of ...............4,647 14 2 

without making any provision for the contingenc3 of new applications for building vested 

schools during the remainder of the current year. In regard to these, however, it is not 

likely that the proportion of actual outlay required during the year will be considerable; and 

whatever t may be, it will probably be met by that proportion of the funds already pledged 
ccidents and delays, may fail to be required during the 

for building, which, by means of a  

same interval. 
In the case of non-vested schools, the fact that the buildings are provided by the 

applicants will, of course, render the relative efficiency of the public expenditure
s  in regard 

to numbers educated, far greater than in those hitherto founded and supported by the Board. 
It is true that, by this extension, the total cost of the National System of public 

Education will be augmented; but the education itself will be augmented in a much 

greater ratio; and by the extension of the present Normal Schools and system of Inspector-

ship, so as to meet the increasing demands of the Colony, the blessings of a good education 

may be secured throughout the length and breadth of the land, under systematic supervision 

and control, with the organization which, while it facilitates central improvement, helps to 

diffuse the improvements of the centre to the remotest circumference. 
We have now the honor to submit, with a confidence we did not venture to 

express in our letter of the 18th December last, our application for an additional grant, to 

enable us to meet the applications for non-vested schools without detracting from other 

resources. The sum required for this purpose will appear, from the statement made in a 

preceding paragraph of this letter, to be about five thousand pounds. 

In conclusion, we respectfully request that this letter may be laid before the 

Legislature, as supplementary to our last annual Report. 
We have, &c., 

G. K. ITOLDEN. 

J. SMITH. 

G. WIGRAM ALLEN. 

R. THERRY. 
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(REMOVAL OF MR. PLUNKETT FROM.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 25 Mardi, 1858. 

SCHEDULE. 

1. The Chairman of the National School Board to the Principal Secretary, 18 December, 1857, 
Page. 

transmitting, for publication in the Government Gazette, Regulations for the establishment 
and conduct of non-vested Schools in New South Wales -. •. .. .. .. 2 

2. Under Secretary to the Chairman, 4 January, 1858, statiog that it seems to the Colonial 
Secretary desirable that the Rules should not be published until an opinion on them had 
been elicited from Parliament .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 3 

3. Chairman of Board to Colonial Secretary, 4 January, 1858, on the subject of the publication 
of the Rules .. .. .. . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . 

4. Under Secretary to the Chairman, 5 January, 1858, in reply .. .. .. .. .. 

4 

4 
5. Chairman of Board to Colonial Secretary, 5 January, 1858, respecting the publication of the 

Rules.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
.. 

G. Under Secretary to Chairman, 7 January, 1858, in reply .. .. .. .. .. .. 

5 

5 
7. Chairman of Board to Under Secretary, 8 January, 1858, on the subject of the letter, 

addressed to him on 7 January .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
S. Colonial Secretary to the Honorable John Hubert Plunkett, Esquire, 5 February, 1858, 

6 

intimating the decision of the Government dispensing with his further services as a Corn - 
missioner of the Board of National Education .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 

9. J. H. Plunkett, Esquire, to Colonial Secretary, 6 February, 1838, protesting against hiC 
removal.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. 
10. J. H. Plunkett, Esquire,. to Colonial Secretary, 6 February, 1858, resigning the office of Justice 

7 

of the Peace, and one of the Committee of Management of the Roman Catholic Orphan 
School.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. 8 
11. J. H. Plunkett, Esquire. to His Excellency Sir W. T. Denison, 6 February, 1858, tendering 

his resignation of the office of President of the Legislative Council .. •. .. . S 
12. J. H. Plunkett, Esquire, to His Excellency Sir W. T. Denison, 6 February, 1858, resigning 

his Seat in the Legislative Council.. ....... ....... .. .. 8 
13. Alfred Denison, Esquire, Private Secretary, to J. H. Plunkett, Esquire, 6 February, 1858, 

conveying the Governor General's reply .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 9 
14. Secretary to the National Education Board to Colonial Secretary, 16 February, 1858, for- 

warding Resolutions- of the Board in reference to the removal of the Chairman .. .. 9 
15. G. K. Holden, Esquire, to Colonial Secretary, 6 February, 1858, avowing his participation as 

a Member of the Board in the Chairman's correspondence and its publication .. .. 10 
16. Colonial Secretary to Mr. Holden, 17 February, 1858, in reply .. .. .. .. .. 10 
17. G. K. Holden, Esquire, to Colonial Secretary, 18 February, 1838, in explanation .. .. 11 
18. Colonial Secretary to Mr. Holden, 23 February, 1858, in reply .. .. .. .. .. 11 
19. The Honorable James Macarthur, Esq., to the Colonial Secretary, 8 March, 1858, forwarding 

a Petition from the Local Patrons and others intereated in the National School at Camden, 
in reference to the removal of Mr. Plunkett .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 11 

20. Under Secretary to Mr. Macarthur, in reply, 15 March, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. 12 
21. Petition from the Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested in the National 

School at Singleton .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 12 
22. Similar Petitions from the Local Patrons. &c., at Gosforth; at Sugar Loaf, parish of Stam-

ford, county of Northumberland; at Orange; and at Clarence Town .. .. .. 
23. Under Secretary in reply25 Match, 1838 ,. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
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13 
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No.1. 
THE (1HAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD to THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY. 

.National Education Office, 
,Sqdney, 18 December, 1857. 

SIR,. 
On behalf of the Board of National Education, incorporated by Act of 

Council, 11 Vict., No.48, I have the honor to transmit herewith some additional Rules made 
by them, under the power conferred by that Act, and to request that the same may be 

published in the Government Gazette, and laid before the Legislature, in manner thereby 

prescribed. 
It will be perceived that these Rules have reference to the proposed extension of 

aid to Schools which, in their origin, may be other than National, and of which the prperty 
may not be vested in the Board, upon condition, nevertheless, that instruction of the same 
efficient and unsectarian character as that required in Schcols purely National be therein 
given, without distinction of sects, during an adequate number of hours in each day (exclusive 
of Sunday), and that any sectarian religious exercises or instruction be given either before 
or after the ordinary school business, and to those children only whose parents approve of 

their receiving it. 
The Board has been induced to initiate these Regulations, partly in compliance 

with applictions of a pressing nature from conductors of Schools excluded from assistance 
by the previous Rules, but willing to accept aid on the terms now proposed; partly from a 
public avowal by those promoting Denominational Schools of a principle quite in accordance 

with the system proposed, although wanting, in their hands, the sanction of uniform and 

binding regulation; but chiefly by finding in the Reports of the Commissioners for National 
Education in Ireland evidence of the extensive prevalence and great success of a similar 

plan there in operation. 
It is at the same time evident, that, in order to enable this Board effectually to 

carry out their proposal, it will be requisite that additional funds be placed at their disposal 
by the Legislature. The application of the new Rules will open out a new field of operations, 
and of consequent expenditure, while their existing means are barely adequate to the building 

and maintenance of Schools strictly their own. 
It will, however, be manifest, that exactly in the propnrtion in which non-vested 

Schools may conform to these new Rules, and thus obtain aid through this Board, the require-
ments of those who seek aid in a character avowedly Denominational will be reduced; and, 
as our plan merely substitutes positive regulation for individual caprice, in a matter affecting 
the public expenditure, and really exacts nothing more from Denominational Schools than 
the more enlightened and liberal of their conductors already profess to concede in practice, 
we venture to hope that the operation of these new Rules will tend to reconcile the conflicting 
wants and difficulties which have hitherto occasioned so large an expenditure of the public 
money in maintaining two systems, and pave the way for a simpler organization, comprising 

the advantages of both. 
I have, &c., 

JOHN H. PLUNKETT, 
Chairman. 

THE HONORABLE 
THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, 

(Enclosure 



537 
NATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 3 

(Enclosure in No. 1.) 

REGULATIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND CONDUCT OF NON.VESTED NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 

To extend the benefits of National Education in the Colony, on a plan similar to that 
so successfully pursued in Ireland, the Commissioners of National Education will give assist-
ance to Schools which in origin and ownership may be other than Nation al—subj ect only to 
the conditions making their conductors responsible to the Board,—(1) For adequate instruction 
of the same nature as that prescribed for Schools purely National, open on equal terms to 
all ; and (2) For the strict limitation of special religious instruction to those whose parents 
approve of it. 

The following are the conditions on which aid will be afforded to Schools not vested 
in the Commissioners 

The aid to such Schools will be limited to Salary and Books. 
Before aid can be granted the Commissioners must be satisfied that the case is 

deserving of assistance; that there is reason to expect t. at the School will be efficiently and 
permanently supported; that the School-house is sufficient for the purpose, and suitably 
furnished; and that a competent teacher has been, or will be appointed. 

To entitle a School to a continuance of aid, the house and furniture must be kept 
in good repair by means of local contributions; the School conducted in all respects in a 
satisfactory manner, and in accordance with the regulations of the Commissioners, and the 
instructions of their Inspectors; bud there must be an average daily attendance of at least 
thirty children. 
NOTE—The Commissioners reserve to themselves the right of giving aid in special cases to Schools 

where the average daily attendance may be temporarily below thirty. 

While the appointment and removal of teachers in non-vested Schools will rest 
with the local patrons or managers, the Commissioners will require to be satisfied with the 
character and competency of the teacher so appointed, as a condition to the payment and 
continuance of salary. 

A time-table, sanctioned by the Commissioners, must be kept constantly hung up 
in a conspicuous part of the School-room. 

During the hours appropriated in the time-table to the ordinary instruction of the 
pupils, the usual routine of a National School must be observed in non-vested Schools; but 
the Commissioners will not exercise any control over the use of the School at any other 
time. 
NOTE—Any religious exercise or instruction peculiar to the private character of the School must, 

therefore, bccupy some time before or after the hours fixed for the ordinary duties, so as to admit 
of the convenient absence of any children whose parents object to their attendance. 

No books shall be used for ordinary instruction under the preceding Rule but such 
as are sanctioned by the Commissioners. 

Registers shall be kept in each School, and returns forwarded to the Commissioners, 
according to forms that will be supplied by them. 

The Commissioners and their officers are to be allowed to visit and examine the 
Schools whenever they think fit. Those deputed to visit by the Commissioners will be fur-
nished with credentials. 

The public generally must have free access to every School during the stated 
school hours, not to take part in the business or to interrupt it, but as visitors to observe 
how it is conducted. 

The Commissioners reserve to themselves the power of altering or revoking any 
of the foregoing regulations as, from time to time, it shall seem to them to be xpedient. 

J. H. PLUNKETT, Chairman. 

(Ls) 

 
G. K. TIOLDEN. 

- J. SMITH. 
G-. W. ALLEN. 

.1'Tational Education Office, W. C. WILLS, Secretary. 
Sydney, 14 December, 1857. 

No.2. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 4 January, 1858. 
SIR, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 18th ultimo, forwarding, with a request that they may be published in the 

Government Gazette, and laid before the Legislature, certain additional Rules framed by your 

Board, having reference to a proposed extension of aid to Schools which, in their origin, may 

be other than National, and. of which the property may not be vested in the Board, and to 

observe, that as it is stated in the fourth paragraph of your communication, that, in order to 

enable the Board effectually to carry out their views, it will be requisite that additional 

funds should be placed at their disposal, itseems to the Colonial Secretary desirable that the 

Ru1e 
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Rules alluded to should not be published by the Government until an opinion shall have 

been elicited from Parliament whether or not the class of Schools alluded to, aided as they 

are proposed to be from the Public Revenue, would receive the approval of the Legislature. 

2. The Colonial Secretary desires me to add, that the Rules transmitted in your 

letter do not appear to the Government to be of the character contemplatd by the thirl 

clause of the Act incorporating the Board of Commissioners of National Education. 

I have, &c., 

W. ELYARD. 

THE hoNORABLE 

J. H. PLUNKETT, ESQ., 

Chairman of the National School Board. 

No. 3. 
THE CHMRMAN OF THE NATIONAL ScHooL BOARD to THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY. 

LYatzonai Education Ojice, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 4 January, 1858. 

Together with our letter of the 18th December, 1857, I transmitted to you 

certain Rules framed by the Board of National Education, under authority of the Act of 

Council, 11th Victoria, No. 48, with a view to a compliance with the law as thereby 

enacted, requiring that such Rules shall, within one month from the date thereof, be pub. 

lished in the Government Gazette. 

As these Rules have not hitherto appeared in the Government Gazette, 'I have the 

honor to recal your attention to the subject; and if you should, for any reason unknown to 

the Board, consider that they have been mistaken in regarding you as the proper channel 

for carrying out their intention to obey the law, we have the honor to request you to direct 

the printer of the Gazette to obey such instructions as the Board may give to him in this 

matter. 
I have, &c., 

J. H. PLUNKETT, 

Chairman of the Board of National Education. 
THE HONORABLE - 

THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, 

&c. 

No. 4. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 5 January, 1858. 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, I am directed 

by the Colonial Secretary to refer you to my communication of yesterday's date, on the 

subject of the Regulations transmitted in your letter of the 18th ultimo, having reference to 

a proposed extension of aid to Schools which, in their origin, may be other than National, 

and of which the property may not be vested in the Board. 

2. The copy of the Rules which appear to have been sent by the Board to the 

Government Printer will be inserted by him in the Gazette, as a publication by the 
Commissioners. 

I have, &c., 

W. ELYARD. 
-THE HGNORABLB 

J. H. PLUNKETT, ESQ., 

Vhairman of the National School Board. 

No. 5. 
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No. 5. 
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL ScHooL BOARD to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

JTatiozal Education Office, 

Sydney, 5 January, 1858. 

Sm, 
In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, in reply to 

mine of the 18th ultimo, I have the honor to observe that the Board of National Education 

do not perceive in its contents anything which could justify them in withholding the request 

contained in my letter to you of the same (yesterday's) date, and which had been dispatched 

before receipt of that now under reply. 

That request simply consists of an intimation of the wish of the Board to obey the 

directions of the Act by which they have been incorporated; "by publishing in the Govern-

" nzent Gazette within one month," Rules framed by them under the powers confided to them, 

and considering that those powers are vested in them for the express purpose of carrying out 

"Lord Stanley's System of Education," they are at a loss to imagine on what ground the 

doubt of their authority, conveyed in the last paragraph of your letter, can rest, inasmuch as 

the new Rules are in exact accordance with the system of Lord Stanley, as administered 

under the sanction of the British Legislature. 

The members of the Board are perfectly aware of their being amenable to Parliament 

this matter, as well as dependent upon its continued bounty for funds to continue their labors 

for the public welfare, either under their present or any improved Regulations; but, in the 

meantime, it is impossible they can be guided by the individual opinion of the Colonial 

Secretary in the exercise of their duty, whether in framing those Rules or in giving them 

publicity, (as far as they have the power), in the mode required by the Act. 

If the publication in the Government Gazette be withheld, 
this breach of the law will 

not rest with them. 

In order to expedite the publication of the Rules" within a month," (which will expire 

on the 14th instant), I have sent a copy to the printer of the Government Gazette, 
and the 

members of the Board expect that no obstacle will be placed in the way of their. 
 insertion. 

I have, &c., 

JOHN H. PLUNKETT, 

Chairman. 

THE HON. CHARLES COWPER, 

Colonial Secretary. 

No. 6. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE CHAIRMAN OP THE NATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 7 January, 1858. 

Sill, 
I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you, in reply to your letter 

of the 5th instant, that it is the deliberate opinion of the Government that the Commis-

sioners for National Education have no authority, under their Act of Incorporaticwi, to make 

such Rules and Regulations as those transmitted in your letter of the 18th ultimo, and that, 

in this respect, they have exceeded their power. 

The Government, I am instructed to add, desires it to be distinctly understood, that 

it is in no way pledged to provide funds for the class of Schools proposed to be established, 

without the express sanction of Parliament, to which the subject will be submitted as early 

as possible after its assembling. 

The copy of the Regulations alluded to in the second paragraph of my letter of 

the 5th instant, forwarded to the Government Printer by the Board, has, you will observe, 

been inserted in the Gazette as a publication by the Commissioners. 

I have, &c.,. 

THE HONORADLE 
W. ELYARD. 

JoHN H. PLUNKETT, ESQ., 

Chairman of the National Education Board. 

* 18—B 
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No. 7. 
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAl, SchooL BOARD to THE UNDER SECRETARY. 

National Education Office, 

Sin, 
Sydney, 8 January, 1858. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, 

stating that you are directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform  me, in reply to my letter 
of the 5th instant, that it is the deliberate opinion of the Government that the Commissioners 

for National Education have no authority, under their Act of Incorporation, to make such 

Rules and Regulations as those transmitted in their letter of the 18th ultimo; and that, in 

this respect, they have exceeded their powers; and further stating that the Government 

desires it to be distinctly understood, that it is in no way pledged to provide funds for the 

class of schools proposed to be established, without the express sanction of Parliament, to 

which the subject will be submitted as early as possible after its assembling. 

In reply, I have the honor to state, that I am in doubt as to what individuals are 

included in the word "Government," as it is generally understood the office of Secretary for 

Lands and Public Works is still vacant, and, the office of Finance Minister was vacant until 

Monday last, and I have been informed that the Attorney General has been out of town 

some days, preparing for his election; therefore, under such circumstances, I may be pardoned 
for not attaching much weight to the "deliberate opinion of the Government" on the Rules 
in question, more particularly when I recollect the hostility which the present Colonial 

Secretary has uniformly evinced towards the system of education which the Legislature has 
entrusted to the Board. 

The names of the members of the National Board are appended to the new Rules; 

and it is scarcely necessary for inc to say, that each and all of those members entertain an 

equally "deliberate opinion" as to their powers to frame those Rules, as well as the 

expediency of promulgating them; and they do not think they lay themselves open to any 

charge of vanity in asserting for their conjoint opinion an equal weight with that which you 
have announced. 

I have already intimated, in my letter of the 5th instant, "that the members of 

" the Board are perfectly aware of their being amenable to Parliament in this matter, as well 

as dependent on its continued bounty for funds, to continue their labors for the public 

welfare, either under their present or any improved Regulations." They are therefore 

quite prepared, and perfectly willing to abide by the decision of the new Parliament, in the 

full confidence that the representatives of the country will not take the same narrow minded 
view of so all important a subject as that which you assert is taken by the present 
Government. 

- I have, &c., 

JOHN H. PLUNKETT, 

WILLIAM ELYARD, ESQ., 
Chairman. 

Colonial Secretary's Office. 

No. 8. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to THE HON. ,JOHN HUBERT PLUNKETT, ESQ. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 5 February, 1858. 

I have the honor to inform you, that, upon the receipt of your letter of the 

8th ultimo, I considered it my duty to bring it under the special consideration of the 

Government, and to draw attention to its contents, and to the fact of its having been 

published by you in the newspapers almost immediately after the time that it was dispatched 

to my office. The whole of the correspondence, of which that letter forms a part, having, 

in consequence, been brought before the Governor General and Executive Council, I have 

now to acquaint you with the decision which has been arrived at by the Government in 

reference to the course which you have adopted in this matter. 

2. 
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Upon a perusal of the correspondence; the Council regret to observe that you 

should have not only thought fit to address the Chief Secretary of the Government in terms 

so highly improper as those in which your letters of the 5th and 8th of last month are 

couched, but you should also have been induced to resort to the irregular and unseemly step 

of publishing your letters in one of the public newspapers while the correspondence was yet 
going on with the Government. 

The course thus adopted by you the Council cannot but consider as unjustifiable in 

every respect, and, after a calm and deliberate consideration of all the bearings of the case, 

they are reluctantly forced to the conclusion that it is the duty of the Government, under 

the circumstances, to dispense with your further services as a Commissioner of the Board 

of National Education; and, with the advice of the Council, His Excellency the Governor 

General, by virtue of the powers conferred by the 2nd section of the Act incorporating the 
Commissioners, has removed you from the said office accordingly. 

I have, &c., 
THE HONORABLE 

CHARLES COWPER. 
JOHN HUBERT PLUNKETT, ESQ. 

-  

No. 9. 

J. H. PLUNKETT, ESQ. to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

.11facquarie-street, 

SIR, 
6 February, 1858. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date 
intimating to me that, for the reasons therein alleged, His Excellency the Governor General, 

with the advice of the Executive Council, by virtue of the powers conferred by the second 

section of the Act incorporating the Board of National Education, has removed me from the 
office of Commissioner. 

I shall abstain from offering any comment on the arbitrary and despotic character of 

this proceeding, but as I have not either been called on to explain, or afforded the oppor-

tunity of defending, the conduct which has induced the Government to adopt this course 

towards me, I must beg leave to submit that the decision conveyed by your letter is pre-

mature. I am prepared to defend that conduct, and also to maintain what appears to me a 

valid objection to the jurisdiction of the Executive Council as at present constituted and 
summoned. 

In the well-known case of Mr. Justice Willis, his removal from office was decided by 

the Privy Council to have been premature and illegal, and I submit that the present decision 

will be found, on consideration, to he equally premature and far less justifiable. 

I have held the office in question (that of Chairman of the Board of National Educa-

tion) since the first formation of the Board in January, 1848. Although a mere honorary 

office, I have discharged its duties as diligently as if I was in receipt of a salary for their 
performance. 

I valued the office as a means of usefulness to the present and to future generations
;  

and I do respectfully, but firmly, protest against my removal from it by a fraction of the 
Executive Council, the majority of that body (as I have reason to believe) not having been 

summoned, or not being present to take part in its deliberations and decision. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE 
JOHN H. PLUNKETT. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 10. 
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J. II. PLUNKETT, ESQ., to THE HONORABLE THE CHIEF SECRETARY. 

Mac quaiie-street, 

6 Febvuary, 1858. 

SIR, 
I beg leave to resign, and do hereby resign, the office of Justice of the Peace 

for New South Wales. 

I also resign the office (if so it can be called) as one of the Management of the Roman 

Catholic Orphan School, Parramatta. 

These are the only offices I can recollect that 11 hold at the pleasure of the Govern-

ment; but if there are any others which have escaped my recollection, held on the same 

tenure, it is my desire to relinquish them all, as " 
the reign of terror has commenced." 

I have, &c., 
J. H. PLUNKETT. 

THE HONORABLE 

THE CHIEF SECRETARY. 

No, 11. 

J. II. PLUNKETT, ESQ., to His EXCELLENCY SIR W T. DENISON. 

SIR, 
Your Excellency was pleased, about twelve months ago, to confer on me, 

under the authority vested by the Constitution Act in the Governor General, the high 

office of President of the Legislative Council. 

It has now been intimated to me, by a letter from the Chief Secretary of the 

Government, that your Excellency has been pleased, by the advice of your Executive 

Council, to remove me from another office which I have held for a much longer period, as 

member of the Board of National Education. The circumstances are such as to impress inc 

with the conviction that I cannot, consistently with self respect or public advantage, hold 

the office of President of the Council; for, I cannot be free from the 
apprehension that, on 

grounds as insufficient, and, in my opinion, unjustifiable, I may be removed from the office 

of President by the same authority that has sanctioned my removal from the office of 

Chairman of the Board of National Education. 

The very peculiar constitution of this Government renders it impossible for me 

to form a satisfactory opinion how far your Excellency, under whom, as Governor General, 

I hold the Presidency of the Legislative Council, is identified with the act of the Executive 

above referred to; I have, therefore, no alternative but to tender my resignation of the 

office of President, which I do accordingly. 
I have, &c., 

J. H. PLUNKETT. 

his EXCELLENCY 

SIR W. T. DENISON. 

No. 12. 

J. H. PLUNKETT ESQ., to His EXCELLENCY SIR W. T. DENISON. 

.2,Iac9uarze-sireet, 

6 February, 1858. 

SIR, 
I hereby resign my seat in the Legislative Council of New South Wales. 

I have &c., 

J. H. PLUNKETT. 

His EXCELLENCY 

SIR W. T. DENISON, 

Governor General. 

No. 13. 
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No. 13. 
ALFRED DENTS0N ESQ., to J. H. PLUNKETT, ESQ. 

Government house, 

6 February, 
SIR, 

1858. 

I am directed by His Excellency the Governor General to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of this day's date, tendering the resignation of your office of President 

of the Legislative Council. His Excellency cannot but express his regret that you should 

have felt called upon to resign this high office, as it appears to him that the grounds stated 

in your letter, namely, your removal by the Executive from your seat as a member of the 

Board of National Education, are not sufficient to justify the apprehensions you appear to 

entertain. As, however, you say that you cannot, consistently with self-respect or public 

advantage, retain your office of President of the Legislative Council, His Excellency has no 

alternative but to accept your resignation, though he does so with extreme regret. 

I have, &e., 

J. H. PLUNKETT, ESQ. ALFRED DENISON. 

No. 14. 
THE SECRETARY TO THE NATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD to THE PRiNCIPAL SECRETARY. 

National Education office, 
Sydney, 16 Fcbruary, 1858. 

I have the honor, by direction of the Board of National Education, to 

acquaint you, that at their meeting, holcien on the 15th February instant, the enclosed 

Resolutions were moved and adopted, and the Secretary was instructed to transmit a copy 
thereof to the Honorable the Principal Secretary. 

I now, therefore, do myself the honor to forward to you a copy of the Resolutions in 
question, in compliance with the instructions of the Board. 

I have, &o., 

THE HONORABLE 

THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY. 

W. C. WILLS, 

Secretary. 

(enclosure in No. 14.) 

EXTRA CT from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Board of National Education, 
dated 15 February, 1858. 

RESOLVED,—. 

That the Commissioners of National Education feel themselves compelled, under 
a deep sense of their responsibility in the conduct of the important department they are 
appointed to administer, unanimously to represent their conviction that the loss of the services 
of Mr. Plunkett at their Board will be so grievous an injury that they earnestly trust a 
regard to the welfare of the Colony will, even yet, induce those who have the power to use 
the means to avert it. 

That they lament the admixture of any personal or political Controversy with a 
question demanding such calm and serious consideration as that which the Board has, by its 
new Rules, laid before the public and the Parliament. They, therefore, refrain from any 
comment on the correspondence which has placed Mr. Plunkett at issue with the Executive, 
beyond submitting their simple declaration that these Rules were framed by the Board under 
suggestions made to them by their Inspector, after most carefully considering their Act of 
Incorporation and the Reports of the First Board of Education respecting the system which 
the Board was appointed to carry out; that they acted under a full persuasion of their lawful 
authority—and in the absence of any explained ground of objection, they have hitherto been 
at at a loss to imagine any. 

(A true 

W. C. WILLS, 
Secretary. 

* 18—C 
No. 15. 
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No. 15. 

G. K. HOLDEN, ESQ., to THE COLONIAl, SECRETARY. 

Sydney, 6 February, 1858 

Siu, 
Having been informed by Mr. Plunkett that you have intimated to him his 

removal from office as a member of the Board of National Education, in consequence of the 

course he deemed it right to pursue in regard to the new Regulations lately issued by the 

Board, and to a correspondence with you, remonstrating against your objection to carry out 

the law by their publication in the Government Gazelle,—' 
deem it incumbent on myself, as a 

member of the Board by whom part of that correspondence was drafted, and the whole agreed 

to, distinctly to avow this my participation therein; and, moreover, to declare my acqui-

escence in the propriety of its cotcinporary publication in the 
new  spapers,—considering that 

the usual Parliamentary channel of information was then shut up, and this at the very time 

when the public were especially concerned to know and to judge of such questions as this 

correspondence involved. 
Whether this avowal be or be not considered a ground for my own removal, it will at 

all events relieve inc from any consciousness or suspicion of retaining even an unpaid office 

through disingenuous concealment. 
I will not deny that I value the office as a means of enduring usefulness, far beyond 

others of more conventional importance, and for this reason alone I abstain, under the circum- 

stances, from voluntarily 
terminating, by resignation, those labors which, as regards the 

public, I am willing cheerfully to continue as long as I have the power to bestow them. 
I have, &c., 

G. K. HOLDEN. 

THE HONORABLE 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 16. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to G. 
K. HOLDEN, ESQ. 

C'olonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 17 February, 1858. 

SIR, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, 

in reference to the eorrespondenee which has passed with respect to the establishment of 

non-vested Schools by the Board of National Education, and the consequent removal of Mr. 

Plunkett from the office of Chairman of the Board. 

In this letter you state that, "you deem it incumbent upon yourself, as a member 

of the Board by whom part of the correspondence was drafted, and the whole agreed to, dis-

" tinetly to avow this your participation therein; and, moreover, to declare your acquiescence 

"in the propriety of its cotemporary pu
blioation,"_but you intimate at the same time, that 

although this avowal may be considered a ground for your own removal, you abstain, for 

reasons therein stated, from voluntarily resigning your seat at the Board. 

The Government do not clearly understand whether by these expressions you 

intend to avow your entire concurrence in the propriety of the language adopted by Mr. 

Plunkett in reference to the Government in his letter of the 8th January, and your approval 

of the act of its publication in the Empire 
newspaper. Before therefore arriving at any 

decision in the matter, and with a view of removing any ambiguity as to your meaning, I 

have the honor to request that you will have the goodness to state explicitly whether you 

desire the Government to understand that you deliberatley adopt the language of Mr. Plun 

kett's letters, and also approve of their cotemporancous publication in the newspapers. 
I have &c., 

THE HoN. G. K. UOLDEN, FJSQ., 
CHARLES COWPER. 

Sydney. 

No. 17. 
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No. 17. 

G. K. HOLDEN, ESQ.. to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

- Sydney, 18 February, 1858. 

SIR, 
I have, the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th, in which, 

referring to mine of the 6th instant, you request me to state explicitly whether I desire the 

Government to understand " that I deliberately adopt the language of Mr. Plunkett's letters, 

ic and also approve of their publication in the newspapers." 

I beg, first, to observe, that I consider the position of Mr. Plunkett entitled him to 

express, with far less restraint than would have been becoming in myself individually, his 

indignation at what be, in connexion with every member of the Board of National Education, 

regarded as an unwarrantable interference with their functions; furthermore, that, on the spur 

of the moment, language might be venial, if not justifiable, which would be otherwise if 

deliberately adopted without renewed provocation after a considerable lapse of time. 

Bearing these considerations in mind, and, therefore, without implying any judgment 

of mine upon the act of Mr. Plunkett or its results, I answer that I do not myself deliberately 

adopt the language of his letters. 

As to the question of publication, I have already stated that I acquiesced in it, under 

a conviction that it was peculiarly important the public should become acquainted, at that 

junclu'e, with the merits of this question, through the only available channel. So far as the 

correspondence contains matters of offence separable from those merits, I certainly now regret 

that it should have been published, or even written. But, if the publication of the whole be 

considered an unpardonable act, admitting neither of retractions nor apology, I cannot shrink 

from taking my share of the blame, at the same time that I express a regret, which I have 

no doubt Mr. Plunkett would equally have himself expressed, had he been allowed a like 

opportunity. 
I have, &c. 

G. K. HOLDEN. 

THE HONORABLE 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 18. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to G. K. HOLDEN, ESQ., N.L.C. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 23 Febrnary, 1858. 

SIR, 
I do myself the Iaior to inform you that the Government, having had under 

its consideration your letter of the 18th instant, in reply to that which I addressed to you 

on the preceding day, has determined that it is unnecessary to adopt any proceedings with 

reference to your seat at the Board for National Education. 

I have, &e., 

THE HONORABLE CHARLES COWPER. 

G. K. HOLDEN, ESQ., M.L.C., 

Sydney. 

No. 19. 
THE HONORABLE JAMES MACARTHUR, F SQ., to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Camden, S March, 1858. 

SIR, 
I do myself the honor to forward herewith a Petition from the Local Patrons and 

others interested in the National School at Camden, addressed to His Excellency the Governor 

General, in reference to Mr. Plunkett's removal from the Chairmanship of the Board of 

National Education. 
I have, &c., 

JAS. MACARTHUR. 

THE HONORABLE 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

&c., &c., &c. 

(Enclosure 
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[Enclosure in JV. 19.] 

To His Excellency SIR WILLIAM DENISON, K.C.B., Governor General, &e., &c., &e. 

The Petition of the Undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested 
in the National School at Camden, 4 

hUMBLY SHEWETH 

That your Petitioners have, during a long scries of years, witnessed with admiration 
and gratitude the laborious and successful exertions of Mr. Plunkett as Chairman of the 
Board of National Education. 

That your Petitioners cannot conceive it possible that your Excellency's Constitu-
tional advisers will desire to persist in inflicting on the public the permanent loss of Mr. 
Plunkett's services, by his removal from that oee, for the more act of using strong 
language towards themselves, while maintaining the rights of the Board,—at all events, 
without affording him opportunity for vindication or explanation of the act complained of. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, pray that your Excellency will be pleased to take some 
effectual steps for the retention or restoration of Mr. Plunkett's inestimable services as Chair-
man of the Board of National Education. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

[fiere follow 55 signatures.] 
Camden, February, 1858, 

No. 20. 

TIlE UNDER SECRETARY to THE HONORABLE JAMES MACARTHUR, ESQ. 

(Jolonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 15 March, 1858. 
SIR, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 8th instant, forwarding a Petition from the Local Patrons and others interested in the 

National School at Camden, addressed to His Excellency the Governor General, in reference 

to the removal of Mr. Plunkett from the Chairmanship of the Board of National Education. 

2. The Petition has been duly laid before the Governor General; and, in reply, I am 

directed to inform you that His Excellency regrets that the course pursued by Mr. Plunkett 

on the occasion alluded to should have rendered his removal by the Government from the 

Chairmanship of the Board a matter of necessit'. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE W. ELYARD. 
JAMES MACARTHUR, ESQ., 

&c., &c., &e. 
Camden. 

No. 21. 

To His Excellency SIR WTILLIAI  THOMAS DENISON, Knight Commander of the Most 

Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor General in and over all Her Majesty's 

Colonies of New South Wales, Tasmania, Victoria, South Australia, and 

Western Australia, Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of the Territory of 

New South Wales and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same. 

The Petition of the undersigned Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested 

in the National School at Singleton, 

IIUMBLY SIIEWETH 

That your Petitioners have, during a long series of years, witnessed with admiration 

and gratitude the laborious and successful exertions of Mr. Plunkett as Chairman of the 

Board of National Education. 

That your Petitioners cannot conceive it possible that your Excellency's Constitutional 

advisers will desire to persist in inflicting on the public the permanent loss of Mr. Plunkett's 

services, by his removal from this oco, for the mere act of using strong language towards 

themselves in maintaining the rights of the Board,—at all events, without affording him an 

opportunity for vindication or explanation of the act complained of. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, pray that your Excellency will be pleased to take some 

effectual step for the rentention or restoration of Mr. Plunkett's inestimable services as 

Chairman of the Board of National Education. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

[Here follow 57 signatures.] 

No. 22. 
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No. 22. 

The Petition of the undersigned Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested in 
the National School at Gosforth, in the Police District of Maitiancl. [25 signatures.] 

The Petition of the undersigned Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested 
in the National School at Sugar Loaf, Parish of Stamford, County of Northumberland, 
Police Distrkt of East Maitland. [25 signatures.] 

The Petition of the undersigned Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested in 
the National School at Orange. [51 signatures.J 

The Petition of the undersigned Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested in 
the National School at Clarence Town. [36 signatures.] 

No. 23. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to B. RODD, ESQ, J.P., AND OTHERS. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 25 Marc, 1858. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you that the Petition 

forwarded by you to the Governor General, in reference to the removal of Mr. Plunkett from 

the Chairmanship of the Board of National Education, has been duly received; and to state, 

in reply, that His Excellency regrets that the course pursued by Mr. Plunkett on the 

occasion alluded to should have rendered his removal by the Government from the Chair-

manship of the Board a matter of necessity. 

B. 110Db, ESQ., J.P., 
I have, &c.,W. ELYARD. 

and the Local Patrons, Parents of Children, 

and others interested in the National School 

at Singleton. 

[A similar reply was made to cads of the other Petitions.] 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 
(PROPOSED REINSTATEMENT OF J. H. PLTJNKETT, ESQ., AS CHAIRMAN OF.) 

.Ordejed by the Legislative Assembly to be P,inted, 14 April, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of the Board of National Education,—_ 

HUMBLY SHEWETH 

That your Petitioners are incorporated under the Act of the Legislature cf 
this Colony, 11th Victoria, No. 48, and by virtue thereof are intrusted with the duty of 
Saperintending the formation and management of Schools to be conducted under Lord 

Stanley's National System of I'ducation," and of making Rules touching all matters which 

may, from time to time, appear to your Petitioners "fit and expedient for the effectual 
" attainment of the objects of the Corporation." 

That this Act was passed in pursuance of the recommendation of the Report of a 

Select Committee of the Legislative Council on Education, appointed in the year 1844, 

consisting of Messieurs Lowe, Cowper, Windeyer, B. Deas Thomson, Plunkett, Nicholson, 

Robinson, Mr. Justice Therry, Dr. Lang, and Sir Thomas Mitchell; which Report, besides 

expressing an opinion that the Board should be incorporated, recommends "that it should 
be invested with a very wide discretion." 

That Mr. Plunkett, who has acted as Chairman of the Board from its first institution, 

until recently removed therefrom, accepted the office, as we are assured by him, on the 

express condition that the discretion of the Board in framing its Rules should be so guarded 

by Legislative enactment as to render it independent of the interference of the Executive 

Government, and the Act was framed and passed in such terms accordingly. 

That, on the 11th December last, the Board passed, under their Common Seal, 

pursuant to this Act, certain Rules, calculated to render their administration of Lord 

Stanley's System in this Colony more conformable than it has hitherto been with the course 
pursued ever since its commencement, in 1831, by the Board in Ireland. 

That, with a view to comply with a provision in the Act which prescribes publication, 
within one month, of all such Rules in the Government Gazette, the Board transmitted these 
Rules to the Colonial Secretary, requesting that they might be so published. 

That, although the Colonial Secretary so far yielded, after some objection, as to permit 

this publication, he caused the Board to be at the same time informed, through their 

Chairman, that it was "the deliberate opinion of the Government that they had exceeded 
11 their powers ;" and their Chairman has since been removed from office, by the Executive 

Government, in consequence of the course taken by him in protesting against this hitherto 
unexplained imputation. 

That the Board, believing they have herein lawfully and rightly exercised an 

authority in regard to which they are amenable to Parliament alone, now humbly submit the 

whole subject thereto, inclusive of your Honorable House, as one branch thereof; and, in orde 

to 
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to prevent useless repetition and expense in printing, they beg leave to refer your Honorable 

House for further explanation of the matters herein mentioned to their ordinary Report for 

the past yar, when it shall be submitted to your Honorable House, in the usual course. 

Your Petitioners, in conclusion, represent to your Honorable House, that the sudden 

removal of Mr. Plunkett from their Board has greatly embarrassed their operations, to the 

great detriment of the public service, and that they conceive it impossible, under existing 

circumstances, adequately to supply the loss by the appointment of any successor; since, 

however otherwise qualified, no successor can possess that special aptitude and influenee 

which have been acquired by Mr. Plunkett as the fruits of a matured experience in the 

business of the Board. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, deem it their imperative duty to the public and to the 

cause of Education, irrespectively of any consideration of justice to Mr. Plunkett, or of 

gratitude for his past services, to entreat your Honorable House to exert its influence in 

promoting his reinstatement. 

And, as in duty bound, your Petitioners will ever pray. 

G. K. HOLDEN. 

J. SMITH. 

It. TI-IERRY. 

a G. WIGEAM ALLEN. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 
(FURTHER PAPERS RELATING TO REMOVAL OF MR. PLIJNKEfT FROM.) 

O,'derecl by the LegislaUve Assembly to be Piinted, 15 April, 1858. 

SCHEDULE. 
NO. 

PMff. 

Petition from the Local Patrons and others interested in the National School at Albury, in 
reference to the removal of Mr. Plunkett .. .. .. .. .. ., .. 2 

Similar Petitions from the Local Patrons, &c., at 

Eling Forrest, Berrima. Braidwond. 
Panbula. 
Smithfield. 

Major's Creek. 

Cundletown. 
Wollongong. 
Mudgee. 

Louisa Creek. Redhank. 
Carcoar. Bowenfels. 
Peel. I  

Under Secretary in reply .. .. .. .. .. 
.. 3 

* 80— NATIONAL 
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No. 1. 
To His Excellency SIR WILLIAM TiloalAs DENIS0N, Knight Commander of the 

Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor General in and over all Her 
Majesty's Colonies of New South Wales, Tasmania, Victoria, South Australia, 
and Western Australia, Captain General and Governor-in-Chief of the Territory 
of New South WTales and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same. 

The Petition of the undersigned Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested 
in the National School at Albury,— 

HUMBLY SHEWETTI :- 

That your Petitions have, during a long series of years, witnessed with admira-
tion and gratitude the laborious and successful exertions of Mr. Plunkett as Chairman of 
the Board of National Education. 

That your Petitioners cannot conceive it possible that your Excellency's Constitutional 
Advisers will desire to persist in inflicting on the public the permanent loss of Mr. Plunkett's 
services, by his removal from this office, for the mere act of using strong language towards 
themselves, in maintaining the rights of the Board,—at all events, without affording him an 
opportunity for vindication or explanation of the act complained of. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, pray that your Excellency will be pleased to take some 
effectual step for the retention or restoration of Mr. Plunkett's inestimable services as 
Chairman of the Board of National Education. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 
[Here follow 146 Signatures] 

No. 2. 
The Petition of the undersigned Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 

interested in the National School at Hung Forest, near Berrima. 
[Here follow 44 Signatures.] 

The Petition of the undersigned Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 
interested in the National School at Panbula. 

[Here follow 123 Signatures.] 

The Petition of the undersigned Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 
interested in the National School at Braidwood. 

[Here follow 66 Signatures.] 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 
interested in the National School at Smithfield. 

[Here follow 137 Signatures] 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 
interested in the National School at Major's Creek. 

[Here follow 102 Signatures] 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 
interested in the National School at Cnndletown. 

[Here follow 29 Signatures.] 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 
interested in the National School at Wollongong. 

[Here follow 4 Signatures—(Local Patrons.)] 

The 
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The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 

interested in the National School at Louisa Creek. 

[Here follow 223 Signatures.] 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 

interested in the National School at Mudgee. 

[Here follow 34 Signatures.] 4 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 

interested in the National School at Carcoar. 

[here follow 36 Signatures] 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 

interested in the National School at Redbank. 
[Here follow 18 Signatures.] 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 

interested in the National School at Peel. 
[Here fiiow 112 Signatures.] 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others 

interested in the National School at Bowenfels. 

[Here follow 43 Signatures.] 

No. 3. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to D, BOWEN JONES, ESQ., J.P., AND OTHERS. 

Golonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 25 March, 1858. 

Sin, 
I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you, that the Petition for-

ivarded by you to the Governor General, in reference to the removal of Mr. Plunkett from 

the Chairmanship of the Board of National Education, has been duly received; and to state, 

in reply, that His Excellency regrets that the course pursued by by Mr. Plunkett on the 

occasion alluded to should have rendered his removal by the Government from the Chair- 

manship of the Board a matter of necessity. 
I have, &c., 

W. ELYARD. 

D. BOWEN JONES, ESQ., J.P., 

And the Local Patrons, Parents of Children, 

and others interested in the National School at Albury. 

[A similar reply was sent to each of the other Petitions] 
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giIattlt AmembIV. 

NEW SOTJTI-I WALES. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION BOABD. 
(REMOVAL OF MR. PLTJNKETT FROM—FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING.) 

Orded by the Leyislaive Assembly to be P,'inted, 22 April, 1858. 

SCHEDULE. 
O. PAG2. 

Petition from the Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested in the National 

School at Port Macquarie .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 
Similar Petition from the Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested in the 
National School at Raymond Terrace .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 

Under Secretary in Reply .. • .. •• •. .. .. .. .. .. 

* 108-- 
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No. 1. 
To His Excellency Sin WILLIAM THOMAS DENISON, Knight Commander of 

the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor General in and over all 

Her Majesty's Colonies of New South Wales, Tasmania, Victoria, South 

Australia, and Western Australia, Captain-General and Governor-in-

Chief of the Territory of New South Wales and its Dependencies, and 

Vice Admiral of the same. 

The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested 

- in the National School at Port Macquarie,— 

HUMBLY SHEWETII 

That your Petitioners have, during a long series of years, witnessed with admiration 

and gratitude the laborious and successful exertions of Mr. Plunkett as Chairman of the 
Board of National Education. 

That your Petitioners cannot conceive it possible that your Excellency's Constitu-

tional advisers will desire to persist in inflicting on the public the permanent loss of Mr. 

Plunkett's services, by his removal from this office, for the more act of using strong language 

towards themselves in maintaining the rights of the Board,—at all events, without affording 

him an opportunity for vindication or explanation of the act complained of. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, pray that your Excellency will be pleased to take some 

effectual step for the retention or restoration of Mr. Pluukett's inestimable services as Chair-
man of the Board of National Education. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

[JIereJolor, 24 Stqnalures.] 

No. 2. 
The Petition of the undersigned, Local Patrons, Parents of Children, and others interested 
in the National School at Raymond Terrace. 

[Here follow 80 Signatures.] 

No. 3. 
THE UNDrnt SECBETAY to R. S. Ross, ESQ., AND OTHERS. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

GENTLEMEN, 
qclney, 7 April, 1858. 

I am directed, by the Colonial Secretary to inform you that the Petition 

forwarded by you to the Governor General in reference to the removal of Mr. Plunkett from 

the Chairmanship of the Board of National Education has been duly received, and to state, 

in reply, that His Excellency regrets that the course pursued by Mr. Plunkett on the occa-

sion alluded to should have rendered his removal by the Government from the Chairmanship 
of the Board a matter of necessity. 

I have, &c., 
R. SCOTT Ross, ESQ., J.P, W. ELYARD. 

and the Local Patrons, Parents of Children, 

and others interested in the National 

School at Port Macquarie. 

[A similar reply was made to tie other Petition.] 
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LetøIatüe 200emb1p. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 
(PROCEEDINGS OP THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WITH RESPECT TO THE REMOVAL OF MR. PLUNKHTT FROM.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 22 April, 1858. 

Return to an Address, dated 20 April, 1858. MR. FAUCETT. 

131? 0 CEEDINGS of the Executive Council with respect to the removal of Mr. Plunkett 

from the Board of National Education. 

(Extract from Minute No. 56-6, dated 27th January, 1858.) 

PRESENT: 

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

The Honorable CHARLES CowPER, Esquire, Vice-President of the Council. 

The Honorable JAMES MARTIN, Esquire, Attorney General. 

The Honorable ROBERT CAMPBELL, Esquire, Colonial Treasurer. 

The Honorable ALFRED P. LUTWYCHE, Esquire, Solicitor General. 

His Excellency the Governor General lays before the Council a correspondence which 

has passed between the Honorable the Colonial Secretary and Mr. Plunkett, the Chairman of 

the Board of National Education, relative to the publication, in the Government Gazette, of 

certain additional Regulations framed by the Board, and having for their obj ect the extension 

of aid to non-vested Schools. 

Therewith His Excellency also lays before the Council a Minute by the Honorable 

the Colonial Secretary, drawing attention to the tone of the Chairman's letters, and to other 

circumstances connected with the matter, of a nature so unusual as to appear to him to call 

for some notice on the part of the Government. 

Upon a perusal of the correspondence, and a Minute of the Honorable the Colonial 

Secretary, the Council regret to observe that Mr. Plunkett should have not only thought fit 

to address the Chief Secretary of the Government in terms so highly improper as those in 

which his letters of the 5th and 8th instant are couched, but that he should also have been 

induced to resort to the irregular and unseemly step of publishing his letters in one of the 

public newspapers while the correspondence was yet going on with the Government. 

The course thus adopted by Mr. Plunkett the Council cannot but consider as 

unjustifiable in every respect, and after a• calm and deliberate consideration of all the 

bearings of the case, they are reluctantly forced to the conclusion, that it is the duty of the 

Government, under the circumstances, to dispense with his further services as a Commissioner 

of the Board of National Education; and they accordingly advise that His Excellency the 

Governor General should, under the powers conferred by the 2nd Section of the Act 

incorporating the Commissioners, remove Mr. Plunkett from the said office. 

EDWARD C. MEREWETHER, 

Clerk of the Council. 

107— PROCEEDINGS 
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2 NATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 

PROCEEDINGS of the Executive Council with respect to a letter from Mr. G. K. Holden, 

relating to certain correspondence about new Regulations framed by the Board of 

National Education. 

(Extract from Minute No. 58-9, dated 15th February, 1858.) 

PRESENT: 

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOIt GENERAL. 

The Honorable CHARLES C0WPER, Esquire, Vice-President of the Council. 

The Honorable JAMES MARTIN, Esquire, Attorney General. 

The Honorable ROBERT CAMPBELL, Esquire, Colonial Treasurer. 

The Honorable JOHN ROBERTSON, Esquire, Secretary for Lands and Public Works. 

His Excellency the Governor General lays before the Council a letter from G. K. Holden, 

Esq., in reference to the correspondence which has passed with respect to the establish-

ment of non.vested Schools by the Board of National Education, and the consequent 

removal of Mr. Plunkett from the office of Chairman of the Board. In this letter 

Mr. Holden states, that " he deems it incumbent upon himself, as a member of the 

" Board by whom part of the correspondence was drafted, and the whole agreed to, distinctly 

" to avow this, his participation therein, and moreover to declare his acquiescence in the 

" propriety of its contemporary publication"; but he intimates at the same time that, 

although this avowal may be considered a ground for his own removal, he abstains, for 

reasons therein stated, from voluntarily resigning his seat at the Board. 

His Excellency accordingly invites from the Council an expression of opinion as 

to the course which it would be proper for the Government to pursue under the circumstances. 

Having carefully considered the expressions used by Mr. Holden in his letter, the 

Council do not clearly understand whether he intends to avow his. entire concurrence in the 

propriety of the language adopted by Mr. Plunkett, in reference to the Government, in his 

letter of the 8th January, and his approval of the act of its publication in the Empire 

newspaper. 

Before therefore arriving at any decision in the matter, and with the view of removing 

any ambiguity as to his meaning, the Council advise that the Honorable the Colonial 

Secretary should request Mr. Holden to state explicitly whether he desires the Government 

to understand that he deliberately adopts the language of Mr. Plunkett's letters, and also 

approves of their cotemporaneous publication in the newspapers. 

EDWARD C. MEREWETHER, 

Clerk of the Council. 
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Ltrilatüie 20ambly. 

NEW SOTJTII1 WALES. 

EDTJCATION. 
(APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD FOR 1856.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 28 May, 1858. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Denominational School Board Office, 
Sydney, 16 April, 1858. 

SIR, 
I have the honor, by direction of the Denominational School Board, to forward 

the accompanying copies of communications which have been received from the various heads 

of the respective Denominations in connection with the Board, and to request that the same 

may form an Appendix to the Report of the Denominational Board for the year 1856. 

I have, &e., 

THE IIONOIaABLE C. E. ROBINSON. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 1. 

THE LORD BISHOP OF SYDNEY to THE CHAIRMAN OF THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD;  

Sydney, 4 May, 1857. 
Sax, 

Herewith I have the honor to transmit the Estimate for the expenditure of 

schools in connexion with the Church of England for the year 1858. 

That estimate is based upon a greatly improved and extended system of school man-

agement. 

I desire, particularly, to call the attention of the Board to the proposed examination 

and classification of teachers, with reference to their salaries, and also to the employment 

and examination of pupil-teachers. 

It is also proposed to remodel the school in conncxion with St. James' parish, so as to 

make it a school for the purpose of training teachers. 

An additional Inspector, who will also act as Organizing Master of Schools throughout 

the diocese; will be required. To give a proper annual examination to each school, to examine 

and classify the teachers and pupil-teachers, and to overlook the Model School and provide 

for the instruction of teachers in training, will require the services of two well qualified 

persons. 

I have renson to expect one from England; and, with the assistance of the present 

Inspector, the various duties belonging to the office, and to inspective, may be successfully. 

carried out. 

At present this is impossible; and the schools can never be kept in a state of efficiency 

without such examinations, &c., as I have the honor now to propose to the Board. 

I earnestly hope that you will kindly sustain this application for increased funds by 

your representations to the Government. 
I have, &c., 

THE CHArRMAN OF THE F. SYDNEY. 

DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. 

THE 
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THE PROPOSED ESTIMATi for the Year 1858, of NINETY-ONE CHURCH OP ENGLAND 
SCI-sooLs, in the Diocese of Sydney. 

CONTENTS, 
PAGE. 

The arrangement of the Estimate .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 
List of Schools at present receiving Government aid .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 
List of Schools already in existence requiring it .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 
Proposed scale of payment of Teachers of Church of England Schools .. .. .. 4 
Probable result of Examination and Classification of the present Teachers, and the total 

expense attendant thereon, and the introduction of Pupil Teachers .. .. .. 4 
Plan for reorganizing the, Model Schools .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 
List of places requiring Schools, and applying for a grant for building purposes .. .. 5 
List of places requiring a Master's Residence .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 
List of Schools requiring repair .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 
Estimate for Books, Maps, and Apparatns .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 
Estimate of the Office Department.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 
Summary of Estimate .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

THIS ESTIMATE IS ARRANGED UNDER THE FOLLOWING HEADS :- 

I. SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES TO TEACHERS. 

a Masters, Class I. 
Class II. 

Class III. 
b Pupil Teachers. 
c Model School Expenses. 

II. ScHooL BUILDINGS, REPAIRS, AND WoExs. 

a Grants for Building. 

b ,, Repairs. 

c Rent of School Rooms. 
d Furnishing 

III. SCHOOL BooKs, APPARATUS, AND REQuIsITEs. 

b Carriage of Books, (in Colony). 

a Purchase of Books; Apparatus. 
c Freightage, &c. 

IV. OFFICE DEPARTMENT, INSPECTION, &c.—MI5CELLANEOU5. 

a Salaries. 

b Travelling Expenses. 

Printing and Stationery, &c. 
d Postage, Fuel, and Miscellaneous. 

r;. N 

ScHooLs 
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Scuooas belonging to the CilunCil OF ENGLAND, receiving Government aid. 
SCHOOL. Character, sonooa. Character. 

I. St. James' ) ( B 

1

37* Wjlberforce ...........................Model School2.   Tuft. 38 Penrith .............................M 
3.St. Philip's ........................B 39 South Creek...........................M 

.. ........................ Tuft 40. Emu Plains .... ....................... M St. Andrew's ........................B 41. i%lulgoa ................................. M 0, " " ........................Inft. 42. Liverpool .......... ................... M Holy Trinity ........................B 43. Campbelltown .............. ......... M ,, , ........................Tuft. 44. Appin .................................M 
Christ Church ........................B 45. East Bargo ........................... ,, ,, ........................Inft. 46. (obbity ..............................M Chippendale............................B 47. Narella.n ........................... M Darlinghurst ....... ................ M 48. Camden ............................. 

13. Surry Hills ....................  ....... .M 49. Menangle  .............................. M Glehe ..........................  ....... M 50. Pieton ................. .......... .....M 15 Paddihgtou .......... ................. M 51. Wollongong ...........................M Balmain ......... .................... M 52. Dapto ........ ........................M Pyrinont ...... ....................... M 53. Macquarie River .....................M St. Leonard's ...... . ................. M 54. Kiama .................................M 
Newtown, late Camperdown .....M 55. Satton Forest ........................M Cook's River ........................N 56. Qoulburn .................. ........... M Lord's Forest ........................N 57. Yass .................................... AT Ashfield ..............................M 58. Queanbeyan ...........................N Burwood ......... ........... ......... M 59. Canber.. ............................... M Enfold .... ............................ M 60. Bathurst ..............................N 
Ryde, late Hunter's.I-Iill ............ M 61, Kelso .................................N Pennant Hills ...... ................. N 62. Mittagong ...... ....................... M Castle Hill ............ .............. M 63. Cob. ......................... ......... M Dooral .................................11 64. Mudgee ..............................M Parramatta. ........................... N 65. Ufladulla ..............................N Marsfield ...................... ....... N 66. Collector ..............................M Seven Hills ............................. i 07. Carcoar ................................. N Windsor ..............................i 68. Gunning ...............................N Richmond ...........................N 69. Sofala ................................ 
Kurrajong, S..  ... ............. .......M 70. Woonona ..............................M 
Kurrajong, N ......................... N 71. Shoalhaven ...........................M 
Pitt Town ...........................M 

THE following is a LIST of ChURCH or ENGLAND Scrrooas for which SALARIES are more 
immediately required-some of which have been in existence during the Year. 1856, 
without any Government Aid.:- 

 Surry Hills-Salary for an Tnfant.Teacher. 
 St. Mark's, Alexandria, Master and Mistress. 
 Waverley 
 Waterloo Estate, Botany Road 
 Botany 
 Cob, South  
 Frederick's Valley  
 Banks Town  
 Bomballa  
 Tumut  

ii. Kembla  
 Flaggy Crossing  
 Gerringong 
 Brownlow Hill  
 Louisa Park  

10. Cabramatta 
 Denham Court  
 Spring Hill 
 Mount Pleasant  
 Glebe-Infant Mistress. 

It is proposed to invite the teachers of all existing Church of England Schools in 

this diocese to pass through an examination, to be held at some convenient place at Xmas, 

1857; the result of which will be made known, and the class of certificate to which each 

teacher is entitled will be published. Those who do not come forward will remain in their 

present positions, with the title of Registered Teachers, and will receive the lowest rate of 

remuneration; those who obtain a certificate will claim a salary corresponding to the class 
they have obtained. 

The 



5624 EDUCATION. 

The following is the scale of payments it is desirable to introduce :- 

I Class S a £12 per month ............ £144 per annum. 
lb ii ,, ,.............132 
a 10 '. ..... ...... 120 5 Class b 9 108

III. Cl 

 
a 8 ,, ,............. 96  

ass... 
k B 7 84 

IV. Class... ( a 6 ,, ,............72 
Registered t B 5 ,, ,............. 60 

Pupil Teachers ... ..... £15 first year. £20 second year. £30 third year. 

The probable result of the Xmas Examinations of present Teachers. 

9 '1I TT c 6 at £120 Class 3 at 108 
...............£720 
...............324 

£1,044 ( Oat 96 
14 Class Ill. j 5at 84 

...............864 
420 ............... 

1,284 
(30 at 72 48 Registerel 

........ ....... 2,160 
j 18 at 60 ...............1,080 - 3,240 

71 Schools ............ ............ .... ................. £5,568 

Proposed Teachers, (See above.) 
1 Class II. at £120 ............... £120 
2 Class III. 3 at 96............... 288 
16 Registered 16 at 72 ...... . ........ 1,152 
-  - 1,560 
19 

25 Pupil-teachers, at £15 each the first year .................375 
25 Bonuses to masters for instructing them, at £10 each ... 250 
Travelling Expenses to teachers in going to take charge of 200 
CountrySchools ..........................................5 

£7,953 
The necessity for providing additional assistance to the masters of existing schools 

8uggests the propriety of introducing pupil-teachers, to be apprenticed to the Local School 
Boards for three years, and during that period to be paid at the rate of £15 the first year, 
£20 the second, and £30 the third; at the same time to secure for them not less than six 
hours private instruction, per week, from the master, who will be entitled to the sum of £10 
(ten pounds) upon his pupil passing each annual examination. 

It is further proposed to reorganize the Model Schools,—a matter of great importance, 
when it is considered that a large proportion of the future teachers of Church of England 
Schools will be trained in that institution. The pressing calls for assistance to rising schools 
and destitute localities, which have been received from every quarter of the diocese, have 
prevented such an appropriation of the Government Grant to this school as could have been 
desired. This is a matter of extreme regret, and can only be accounted for by the fact, that 
with a constantly increasing Church of England population, the amount voted for the 
support of Denominational Schools has not been increased; at the same time a feeling of 
insecurity was thrown over the whole by a threatened reduction, or even entire withdrawal, 

of the aid so much needed. 

ESTIMATE of Expense of the St. James' Model Schools. 
1. Boys' DEPARTMENT :- 

Head Master... ... ... ... ... £150 
Assistant Master ... ... ... ... 100 

IL GIRLS' DEPARTMENT 
Mistress ... ... ... ... .. 100 
Assistant Mistress ... ... ... ... 50 

INTANT DEPARTMENT :- 
Mistress ... ... .. ... ... 100 

TEACHERS IN TRAINING ... ... ... ... 250 

£750 
These three schools, although here spoken of separately, do not entail £750 extra 

expenditure, as they have been deducted from the list at page 3 of the estimate, at the 
same time that the item for "Teachers in Training" would have necessarily been-introduced 
into the estimate, had no reorganization been proposed. 

A 
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A LIST OP PLACES WHERE NEW ScHooLs ARE REQUILIED. 

I - 
St. Lawrence, Sydney 

Half the Cost. 
2 St. Andrew's, Sydney Rev. George King. 
1 Pyrmont ................. Rev. W. Farrar and Churchwardens 200 
1 Waverley ................ 

Rev. Canon Walsh ............................£300 

Requisition of the Inhabitants 200' 1 Waterloo Estate. ....... Rev. A. Stephen. 
.1 Incumbent of Cook's River. 
.1 Requisition of Inhabitants. Plans pre- 300 

. 
Canterbury ............. 
Banks Town ............. 

pared, including Master's residence... 5 1 Newtown ............... 
1 Randwick .............. 
1 
1 
Surry Hills ............. 
Parramatta (St. John's) New school required. Requisition ofIn- 

habitants for half the cost ............5 
750 

1 Ditto (Marsfield) New school required. Requisition of In- 

Plans prepared for a new school ..............30(1 

600 habitants for half the cost ............5 1 Bathurst ............ ..... .Master's residence—plans prepared Re- 800 quirc a grant of ...................... 
1 School-house, and addition of two rooms 75 toMaster's residence. .................. 
I 

Pennant Hills ........... 

Queanbeyan (Gunning) School building ................................. 200 1 Police District of Broulee.—no school at all 75 
1 No school ............... ... 75 

. 

1 in existence. ........................... 100 
1 Bombahla ............... No school at all—one building. Grant 50 required.................................5 1 Supposed population, 400; no school. 

. .  

1 

Botally .................... 
Moruya .................... 

Bega ....................... 
No school. Pop 1,467. One building 100 1 

Shoalhaven . .......... ..School 

No school; one proposed. Pop. 966. 
1 Town pop. 725; one small school. 
1 

Tumut ................... 
Gundagai ................ 

Town pop. 128; District pop. 2,273. 
1 

Denihiquin ................. 
Hartley ................... 
Mount Kembla, near I No school at all. Site conveyed to Lord 100 Wollongong ......f Bishop. Pop. - J I FlaggyCrossing,Camden Town Pop. 458. No school-hcuse 75 

1 Spring Hill, Kiama ... 
1 

No school-house. Pop. - ...................75 
District pop. 2,009; no school at all. 

1 Wellington ............... .Do. do, 1,993; do. do. 
1 

Cooma .................... 

Do. do. 1,626; do. do. 
2 
Dubbo ................... 
North Shore ...... ..... One Infant, and one other school re- 

.quired. Particulars not yet given; 
1 Freeman's Reach ....... On application of Rev. T. C. Ewing '100 1 Castle Hill ............... . Requisition of Rev. A. Douglass and 1. Churchwardens...........................5 1 Pop. about 500 Application of Rev. Gerringong ............. 

1.50 Dr. Barnier ........................ ......j 
1 Kiama ................... School held in Church Application of L 200 Rev. Dr. Barnier ........................j 
1 Dooral ....... ............ On application of Rev. A Douglass 50 
38 

It is not possible to give an estimate of the sum required in each case. The 
inhabitants of the respective districts would, in all eases, gladly subscribe half the cost. 

A LIST or PLACES REQUIRING A MASTER'S RESIDENcE. 
Half the Cost. 

Surry Hills (Half the probable cost.) ................................... 
Paddington ................................................................. 
Darlinghurst ................................................................ 
Pennant Hills .............................. . ................................ £25 
Dooral ............ 15 
Kiama 75 
Gerringong 50 
Spring Hill 50 
Chippendale I Glebe .............. 
Balmain............ 
Pyrmont .........I i Two rooms to be added to new residence and Ashfleld ............ .outbuildings.............................. Penrith ............ ..... 
Appin............... 
Cobbity ............ 
Mittagong ........ 
Mudgee .......... 
Ulladulla ........ 
Collector............ 
Shoalhaven.........  
It is not possible to say what is required in each case. The inhabitants would gladly 

subscribe half the cost. 
* 145—B . LIST 
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LIST OP CHURCH OP ENGLAND ScHooLs REQUIRING REPAIR 

St. Philip's ......... Application of the Venerable the Archdeacon .................. £145 
St. James ,, Local School Board ...... .......................... 300 
Surry Hills ,, Rev. H. S. King .................................... 77 
Cabramatta ,, Rev. G. N. Wood .................................. 15 
Seven Hills ,, Rev. T. Donkin .................................... 15 
Mudgee ,, Rev. J. Gunther .................................... 20 
Burwood ,, Rev. T. H. Wilkinson .............................. 25 
Wollongong ,, 'Rev. M. D. Mears ................................. 10 
Liverpool ,, Rev. C. F. D. Priddle.............................. 50 
Pitt Town ,, Rev. T. C. Ewing ............ .. ...... . ........... 25 

BOOKS, MAPS, AND APPARATUS. 

Purchase of Books, Maps, and Apparatus, &e...................... 500 
Freightage, Commission, and other charges ........................j 

Os'FlcE DEPARTMENT. 

Rent and other Office Expenses ....................................... 10 
Stationery, Postage, Fuel, &c . .. ....................................... 

£200 

INSPECTION. 

Salary of Secretary and Inspector......................................300  

It 
Inspector and Organizing Master ...........................300 

Travelling Expenses of ditto ............... . ........................... 200 
Printing Examination Papers, School Forms, &c . .................. 100 

£900 

SUMMARY OF THE ESTIMATE. 

Salaries and Allowance to Teachers .............................. ... £8650 
School Buildings and Repairs ................................. ..... uncertain 
School Books and Apparatus ....................................... 
Office Department ................................................... 
Inspection, &c.......................................................... 

No.2. 

THE BISHOP OF NEWCASTLE to THE CHAIRMAN OP THE DENOMINATIONAL ScHooL BOARD. 

.Ttforpeth, 30 April, 1857. 
SIlt, 

I have the honor to request that you will lay before the Denominational Board 
the following Statement of additional aid required for Church of England Schools in the 
Diocese of Newcastle, so that the Board may incorporate as much of it as they may deem 
expedient in the proposed Estimate of Expenditure for Denominational School purposes for 
the year 1858, which they are about to furnish to the Government. 

I. Masters' Stipends are urgently required for the following Schools :- 

Blandford, near Murrurundi ... ... ... £40 0 0 

Grafton, Clarence River ............ 40 0 0 

Richmond River .................. 40 0 0 

Borrel, Port Stephens ............... 40 0 0 

Morpath, Infant School ............ 30 0 0 

The Lower Cob... ... ... ... ... ... 40 0 0 

£230 0 0 

U. The following schools are now building, and must either remain unfinished, or 
be, encumbered with heavy debt, unless Government aid be granted. In each ease I mention, 

the 
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the estimated cost of the buildings, of which I engage to provide one-half,.and.would trust 
that the other moiety be provided from Government funds. 

Newcastle, St. John's ... ... ... ... ... £1,100 0 0 
Tamworth ...................... 600 0 0 
Drayton Swamp ................... 300 0 0 
South Brisbane ............... 400 0 0 

5, Brisbane, Fortitude Valley ............ 600 0 0 
6. North Brisbane, Master's House ......... 300 0 0 
7.. Maryborough ... ... ... ... ... ... .400 0 0 
Gresford ..................... 300 0 0 
Blandford ..................... 200 0 0 

£4,200 0 0 

All these school buildings are in process of erection; and it might reasonably be 

expected that the Government would furnish one-half of the expense of the school buildings, 
as two-thirds of the expense of school buildings is the proportion provided for schools in 
connexion th the National Board. 

The--half expense of these sums would be £2,100. £2,100. 

III. The following school buildings are urgently required, and the half of the con-
templated cost hasbeen contributed. The buildings, however, are delayed; because it is 

deemed desirable not to expend the present contributions in erecting inferior buildings, but 
rather to wait until the Government may be persuaded to render to the Denominational 
Schools the same support which it renders to National Schools; in which case excellent 
efficient buildings could be erected according to the following estimate :- 

Newcastle, Christchurch ... ... ... ... £400 0 0 
Morpeth, Infant School ............350 0 0 
West Maitland, Master's House .........400 0 0 
Singleton, New School ... ... ... ... ... 500 0 0 
Raymond Terrace..................300 0 0 
Port Macquarie, Master's House .........250 0 0 

Richmond River ..................400 0 0 
Cassilis ........................300 0 0 

£2,900 0 0 

Of this sum the moiety would be £1,450.  

IV. The following school-rooms are in urgent need of repairs; the contemplated cost 
of which would be the sums set opposite their respective names, and the half of this cost 
would be at once cheerfully contributed :- 

Hexham ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £60 0 0 
Miller's Forest ................60 0 0 
Morpeth .....................50 0 0 
Paterson ... ... ... ... .... so o 0 

5 ...................... 6 0 0 0 
6. Jerry's Plains ..................80 0 0 

£360 0 0 

Of this sum the moiety would be £180. £180. 

Trusting that your Board may be able to obtain from the Government such an 
additional grant for 1858 as will enable you to render the required assistance in very many 
of these cases, 

I remain, &c., 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
W. NEWCASTLE. 

DENOMINATIONAL ScHooL BOARD. 

No.3. 
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THE MODERATOR OF THE SYNOD OF AUSTRA.IA to THE SECRETARY OF THE 

DENOMINATIONAL Scuooi BOARD. 
Paddinglon, 28 May, 1857. 

Sm, 
I have the honor to state, that on the receipt of your letter,—requesting me 

to furnish the Denominational School Board a list of the localities where it was considered 

Presbyterian Schools should be established, and also a Statement of the probable amount 
necessary towards the building and fitting up of each of the said schools,—I immediately 

communicated on the subject with the various Clergymen belonging to the Synod of 

Australia, and am now enabled, from their replies, to report for the information of the Board 

as under :- 
Schools required - 

Probable Expense 
of Building, &c. 

East Maitland ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £200 

West Maitland ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 100 

Parramatta ......................... 600 

Liverpool ........................... 500 

Richmond ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 200 40 
Wollongong ........................ 250 

Camperdown, Sydney ................. 200 

Pyrmont .......................... 2.00 

Bathurst ........................... 600 

Mudgee ........................... 350 

Wilberforce ....................... 150 

T?icton ........................... 180 

Clifton ........................... 150 

Ne wcastle .......................... 150 

Baddawang ........................ 120 

Braidwood ........................ 180 

Goulburn, and two District Schools ........... 450 

Paterson ........................... 150 

Dungog ........................... 150 

Nowra, Shoalhaven ..................... 125 

Pyree, do ..................... 125 

Arniidale .......................... 200 

2.3. Muswellbrook ........................ 100 

Scone ........................... 300 

Aberdeen ............................. 100 

£5,830 

Twenty-five localities at which schools are required; the estimated expense of 
which, as above stated, being five thousand eight hundred and thirty pounds; one-half of 
the sum to be granted by Government, and one-half to be raised by private subscription. 

I have, &c., 
JAS. MILNE, 

THE SECRETARY OF THE Mod. Syn. Aust. 

DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD, 

Sydney. 

No. 4. 

THE REV. S. RABONE to THE SECRETARY OF THE DENOMINATIONAL Scuoon BOARD. 

Porraniattu, 5 May, 1857. 

SIR, 

I have the honor to acknowledge a communication from you, stating that 
Estimates for Schools, &c., for the year 1858, were about being sent in to Government, and 
requesting alist of those localities in which it might be deemed desirable new Wesleyan 
Schools should be established, &c., &c. 

I 
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I regret that time is insufficient to admit of my collecting all the information I could 
wish on this important subject. 

The accompanying list will show, however, what I think we are prepared to do at 
once, in accordance with the terms stated in your communication; 

I beg, therefore, that the respective amounts in the accompanying list may be 

regarded as the Estimate for the Wesleyan Church for school purposes for the year 1858. 

I have, &c., 
TUE SECRETARY OF THE S. RABONE. 

DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. 

Localities in,which 

REMARKS. 

Localities in which I 
we consider new wes- there are Wesleyan Amount 
Icyan Schools should 

0015, 
but in which required. aid is needed towards be established, 

buildings for Schools. 

£ 

sussex-street, 
Sydney......... 

Chippendale, 
Sydney 

Surry Hills, Sydne' 

Waverley........... 

Ashfield ........... 

£ 

500 

250 

500 

250 { 

206 { 

This sum is required towards the pur-
chase of a building, which will cost,, 
including land, upwards of £2,000. 
This sum is required to, meet £250, 
which will be subscribed towards a new 
school-room. 
Required to meet £500, which can be 
raised from other sources in order to 
the erection of a new school-room. 
Required towards the erection of a new 
school-room, which will cost £500 
At Ashfield we have a building, and a 
goodscbool might be established if aid 
can be afforded in respect to the mas-
ter's salary. 
This ,sum is required towards the erection 
of a school-house, which will cost £400. 
The present school-room is too small. 

Kurrajong ........ 

Portland Head...... 

Greens, 30 miles 
from Windsor 

Bathurst ............. 

Orange............... 

Molong 

Cobbitty Pad-. 
dock, near 
Camden ....... 

Morpeth, Hunter 
River ......... 

Bolwarra ............ 

Raymond Terrace.., 
Oswald............... 

Newcastle............ 

Fish River Creek, 
about 30 miles 
from Bathurst 

Mullon's Falls, on 
the Fish River 

River Lett (a new 
Township) 

Boggy Flat, near 
Singleton ...... 

West Maitland 

200 

100 

60 

250 

In these places good Wesleyan Schools 
could be established, if' aid can be 
granted 'towards the salaries of the 
teachers. 

A Wesleyan School i's very' much needed 
in Bathurst. We have a school-room. 
This sum is required towards the erection 
of a school-room, which will cost £400. 
Required towards the erection of a 
school-room, which will cost £200. 
If aid can be granted towards a master's 
salary, £60 will be required towards 
putting the school-room, in repair. Re-
pairs to cost £120. 
A school-room is greatly, needed, and 
£250 will be raised by private sub-
scription. 
If aid can be granted towards masters' 
salaries, these sums will be required 
towards buildings—at least equal sums 
will be raised. 
In these places new Wesleyan Schools 
should be established. 
A Wesleyan Day School is very much 
needed. 
Fifty or sixty children could be got 
together. There is no day school of 
any kind within 20 miles. 
Twelve miles from the above place, with 
a considerable population. No school 
within 15 miles. A building is needed, 
cost £200. 
In this place there 'is no school nearer 
than Bowenfells National School, a 
distance of 6 miles. 
Towards the erection of a building, which 
will cost £200. 

 

No. 5. 
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'No.5k 

THE Rxv. J. M'ENcaon to THE CHAIRMAN OF THE DENOMINATIONAL ScHooL BOARD. 

Sydney, 30 April, 1857. 

Sin 
In reply to your letter 'of the 23rd, regarding the proposed Estimate of Expendi- 

ture for Denominational School purposes, for the year 1858, I have the honor, by direction 

of His Grace the Archbishop, to submit to the Board the enclosed list of places where school-

houses, or a residence for teachers, are much required. No school-house of any suitable 

dimensions can be erected under a cost of £200, or a teacher's residence for less than £100. 

Should the Council vote a certain sum for this laudable purpose, we shall guarantee that 

a sum equal in amount shall be subscribed in the several localities where this sum may be 

expended for school purposes. 

The, number of places requiring school.houses is iwelve, and the number for a 

residence for teachers ten. The sum, then, which I have the honor to solicit the Board to 

recommend to be -placed on the &timates for the year 1858, towards building Roman 

Catholic sehool-houses, £1,200, and for teachers residences £500, in all £1,700. 

I have the honor further to state, that new schools are required in the "eight" places 

named in the list, at the minimum salary to teachers of £52 lOs., which would be in all - 

£420. ' - 
- - I have, &c., 

C. COWPER, Es, M. L. A., J. M'ENCROE. 

Chairman of the 
- Denominational School Board. 

ESTIMATE for the year 1858, of School-houses and Teachers Residences, in connoxion with 
the Roman Catholic Church, required to be built. J. 

£s. d. 

Hyde SchOol-house ... 100 0 0 

Pyrmqnt do. - ... 100 0 0 

Newtown 'do. ... 100 0 0 - 

Richmond do. ... 100 0 0 

Cooly Camp do. ... 100 0 0 

Bungendore do. - ... 100 0 0 

Marulan do. ... 100 - 0 0 

Brisbane do. - ... 100 0 0 

Ipswich do. - 100 0 0 

Cook's River,  .do. ... 199, 0 
100 0 

0 - 
0 South Creek do. ... , 

100 0 0 Albury do ... 
Miller's Forest, Teacher's Residence ... 50 0 0 

Raymond Terrace ' do ... - 50 0 0 

West Maitland do. - , 50-  - 0 
50 -0 

' 0 
0 Hartley - do ... 

Mudgee do ... 50 0 0 

Irish Town• do ... 50 0 0 

Bathurst - - do. - •.. 50- 0- 
50 0 

0 
0 Collector do ... 

Braidwood do .. 50 .0 0 

Reidsdale ' do ... 50 0 0 

£70000 

New Schools required at the following places, viz 
£ s. d. 

Braidwood Salary to Teacher ... 52 10 0 -• 

Reidsdale do. ... 52 10 0 

Marulan do. - ... 52 10 0 

King's Plains do. ... 52 10 
52 10 

0 
0 Orange do. •.. 

Brisbane • do. ... 52 10 0 

Warwick, or Maryborough do. . ... 52 10 0 

Tuinut do. ... 52 10 0 

, 42000 

Amount brought down 1,700 OQ 

£2,120 0 0 

- 
P.S. 
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P. S.—From the very short notice I had received to prepare this estimate for addi 
tional Roman Catholic Schools for1858, I had not time to invite theattention of the Clergy 
throughout the Qolony to the subject, otherise a larger amount might be very easily made 
out. But in voting the School Estimates for the year 1858, I trust the Government and the 
Rouse of Assembly will keep in view the large number of Roman Catholic children requiring 
education in New South Wales. In any case, I hope that even handed justice will be done, 
in voting the several sums for the schools, under the, Natiopal and Denominational Boards. 

J. M'ENCROE. 

No.6. 
THE REV. J. M'ENCR0E to THE CHAIRMAN OF THE DENOMINATIONAL ScHooL BOARD. 

SJdneq, 29.31ay, 1857. 

Sm, 
With reference to your letter of the 23rd April, regarding the estimates for 

Roman Catholic Schools for the year 1858, and to a conversation I had with you on the 

subject, after making out the proposed estimates, I have the honor, by direction of Hi 

Grace the Archbishop, to forward to the Board a supplementary estimate of new schools 

required in the localities mentioned therein, where a considerable Catholic populatior is 

found, according to the last eeiisus; and, in order to secure a succession of competent 

teachers, I have, also, the honor to submit an estimate for the training of pupil-teachers, 

and a stipend for an additional teacher in the Model School, together with one for an Inspector 

of Roman Catholic Schools. 
I have, &c., 

J. M'ENCROE. 
C. COWPIIR, ESQ., M.L.A., 

Chairman of the 

Denominational School Board. 

PROPOSED New Roman Catholic Schools in connexion with the Denominational 
School Board 

Bomballa, Clarence Town, 
Porf Macquarie, Grafton, 
Binalong, Gunning, 
Carcoar, Gundagai. - 

Eight new schools, with a salary of £60 per annum to 
each teacher ... ... ... ... ... £480 0 0 

For the rection of new school-houses for the eight 
schools above, at £100 each .. ... ... 800 0 0 

Fifteen pupil-teachers, with a salary of £15 each ... 225 0 0 
Salary of Inspector of Roman Catholic Schools ... 300 0 0 
Teacher of Model School ... ... ... ... 150 0 0 

£1,955 0. .0 
Amount of former application by letter of the 30th April... 2,120 0 0 
Vote for the present year ... ... ... ... ... 5,347 19 3 
Books and school requisites for the new schools z.. 600 0 0 

£10,022 0 0 

No.7. 

THE Ray. J. M'ENCR0E to THE CRAJItMAN OF THE DENOMINATIONAL ScHooL BOARD. 

Sydney, 13 .ZsTovember, 1857. 

Sin, 
I have the honor, by direction of His Grace the Archbishop, to forward, for the 

information of the Denominational School Board, a Report of the Roman Catholic Schools 

in connexion with the Board, for the years 1856 and 1857. 

Much pains have been taken during this period to improve the class of teachers from 

time to time required to fill such vacancies as are constantly occurring. 

Twelve trained teachers have been introduced from the Irish National Schools, and a 

marked improvement has been the 1psult.  
Under 
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Under the new arrangement made by the Denominational School Board for the pur-

chase of books, a large supply has lately been received from Great Britain, and distributed 
aiiong the several Roman Catl1Qlic Schools. 

Fourteen school hcuses, and teachers' residences have been built, and others in 
course of erection at the following places, viz 

Kent-street, South, Miller's Forest, 
Kent-street, North, Newcastle, 
Queanbeyan, Broulee, 
1iudgce, Baymond Terrace, 
West Maitland, Prospect, 
Sussex-street, Sutton Forest, 
Singleton, Goulburn. 

at a cost of £4,560, of which £3,752 lOs. has been contributed by subscriptions and donations, 
and £807 lOs. by the Denominational School Board. 

I have, &c., 

Ts HONORABLE GOROE ALLEN, M.L.C., 

Chairman of the - 

Denominational School Board. 

P.S. Several applications have been made from various parts of the Colony for new 
schools in connexion with the Denominational- School Board. - 

I hope the Legislative Assembly will increase the vote for Denominational School,so 
as to meet the pressing wjn  
i struotion. 

ts of a systm of,  primary, education based upon religious 

J. WE. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

EDUCATION. 
(REPORT FROM DENOMINATIONAL BOARD FOR 1857.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 28 May, 1858. 

DENDMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD REPORT, FOR THE YEAR 1857. 

Tnn Denomivatonal School Board have the honor to submit their Report for the year 1857 

FINANCE. 

RECEIPTS. 
£ s. d. 

Vote in aid of Denominational Schools for 1857 ... ... I ... 17,350 0 0 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Teacl,ers' Salaries ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... 13,927 4 9 
Books. 

Sum appropriated for purchase of Books for 1857 ... £800 0 0 

Librarian's Salary ... ... ... ... ... 100 0 0 
Rent of Book-Room ... ... ... ... ... 35 0 0 

Packages, Freight, and other Expenses ... ... 42 14 11 

Occasional assistant in Book Depot ... ... ... 20 13 0 
998 7 11 

Inspection. 

Salary of Inspector of Church of England Schools, 

Sydney Diocese ... ... .. ... ... 300 0 0 
Expenses of Inspector's Office . . ... ... 39 2 3 

339 2 3 

P,ijting Roll Books, Returns, &o ... ... ... ... ... ... 83 10 0 

TiavelUng Expenses of Teachers ... ... ... ... ... ... 117 5 0 

Board Expenses. 

Secretary's Salary ... ... ... ... .. 400 0 0 
Office-Keeper... ;.. ... ... ... ... 20 0 0 

Occasional Accountant and Copyist ... ... ... 42 4 0 

Office Rent ... .,. ... ... ... ... 100 0 0 
Stationery, Stamps, Incidentals ... .. ... 25 7 6 

Furniture ... ... ,.. ... ... - 11 4 6 
598 16 0 

16,064 5 11 

BALANCE ... ... ... 1,285 14 1 

£17,350 0 0 

* 144—A FEES 
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FEES FROM PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 

The amount received under this head, during the year 1857, was £12,826 Os. lid. 

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS. 

The number of schools under the Board on the 31st December, 1857, was 215, of 

which 15 were temporarily vacant. 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN. 

The number of children on the rolls on the 31st December, 1857, was 14,967, being 

46 less than that shewn for the previous year. 

The average number in dail5r attendance was 10,788, or more than 1,000 less than the 

number given in the Board's Report for 1856. The great falling off in this particular is 

attributed, in the periodical returns furnished to the Board, to the flooded state of the 

country districts during a considerable part of the year; it is, however, gratifying to observe, 

that, although the children were thus from time to time prevented from attending school, 

their names appear to have remained upon the books, and that the fees paid by their parents 

have amounted to a larger sum than has ever been realized from this source in previous years. 

INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS. 

With the exception of Church of England Schools in the Sydney Diocese, the 

inspection of which is (as shewri in the Report f6r 1856) specially provided for, the Board 

are unable to report that any progress has been made in this important feature in school 

management, The amount hitherto placed by the Legislature at the disposal of the Board 

has been barely sufficient to meet the many urgent demands made upon them for the pay-

m'ent of teachers' salaries and for the purchase of books. 

SALARIES. 

The Board have thought it desirable to raise the minimum annual salary allowed by 

th,em to teachers of Denominational Schools. The rule under the head " Salaries" now runs 

as follows:—" Instead of the minimum annual salary allowed by the Board being, as hereto-

"fore, £30, such annual salary shall be £50 for a Primary School, and for an Infant School 

" £40." This rule to take effect after the 1st July, 1858. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

The monitorial system of instruction is that encouraged by the Denominational School 

Board, and generally adopted throughout their Schools. Annual Examinations are held 

during the December quarter; and a statement of the qualifications of the children, the 

number present at the last examination, and of other matters, is furnished by the Local 

Board of each school in the usual periodical return for the December quarter. 

- A statistical form is now in course of preparation, giving a tabular view of each 

Denominational School in the Colony, in which the progress made by the children, the state 

of the school buildings, and other particulars will be detailed. The completion of this 

document will occupy further time; in the meanwhile the Board do not consider it necessary 

on that account to delay sending in their Report; the table referred to will, however, be 

forwarded to the Government as early as possible, with a view to its forming an Appendix 

to this Report. 

The Board herewith forward a Report which has been received from the Inspector f 

Church of England Schools, of schools visited by him. 

GEO. ALLEN, Chairman. 

GEO. MACLEAY. 

P. FAUCETT. 

i5'ydney, May 1, 1858. JOHN DUNSMURE. 

C. E. ROBINSON, Secretary. 



DKNOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

RETURNS CONNECTED WITH DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS FOR DECEMBER 31sT 1857. 

o 
0 Number of Children Average number Average 

daily atten- SUPPORT FR0X GOVRRNMERT. 

on the Be ks, 
December 31st, 1857. 

of Children on the 
Books of each dance during 

December Fees paid by 
I 
Total cost of Proportion Proportion Average 

DNOILtTIo5. School. quarter. ___________ 
Vote for 1857. Parents to Children's Edu- paid by 

Government 
paid by 
Parents for cost of each 

a - 
_________ Teachers in cation during for each Child each Child Child's 

I I 1857. 1857. in 1857. in 1857. Education. 

z 
Boys. Girls. Total. Boys. Girls. Total. Total. Salaries. Books. Total. I 

£ S. d. £ s. d. £ a. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ S. d. £ a. 6. £ S. d. 
100 Church of England.... 4,215 3,118 7,333 42 31 73 5,127 8,231 9 11*  522 12 9 8,754 2 8* 6 ,872 4 9 15,626 7 5 1 3 10 0 18 8* 2 2 1 
18 Presbyterian .......... 729 506 1,235 40 28 68 1,016 1,605 3 7 101 18 4 1,707 1 11* 1,181 9 4 2,888 11 3* 1 7 7* 0 19 1* 2 6 * 
10 Wesleyan ............. ... 481 322 803 48 32 80 562 884 12 9* 56 3 4 940 16 1 955 2 8 1,895 ih 9 1 3 5 1 3 * 2 7 2 
72 Roman Catholic ......... 2,828 2,768 5,596 39 38 77 4,083 5,028 13 8 319 5 7 5,347 19 3 3,817 4 2 9,165 3 5 0 19 1* 0 13 73 4 1 12 9 

200 TOTALS.... 8,253 6,714 14,967 .............. 10,788 15,750 0 0 1,000 0 0 16,750 0 0 12,826 0 11 29,576 0 11 

1 May, 1858. 
C. B. ROBINSON, 

Secretary. 

Co 



574 

4 REPORT FROM DENOMINATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 

DIOCESAN INSPECTOR'S REPORT ON CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOLS 

FOR THE DIOCESE OF SYDNEY. 

To THE hONORABLE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE DENOMINATIONAL SdilooL BOARD. 

SIR, 

1 have the honor, by the direction of the Lord Bishop of Sydney, to lay before 
you the second Report of the Church of England Schools inspected by me in the Diocese of 
Sydney, N. S. W., extending from 1st October, 1857, to 26th April, 1858. 

This Report contains the details of the inspection of seventeen country and three 
Sydney and suburban schools; making a total of twenty schools visited and examined by 
your Inspector during that period. 

In nearly every ease the Clergy cordially welcomed my visit, appeared glad to 
receive any suggestions respecting the improvement of their schools, and expressed a hope 
that the schools under their superintendence might be subject to regular inspection. 

I much regret that, with the exception of two instances, I had not the pleasure of 
meeting any of the Local Boards. 

In judging of the condition of a school from the present Report, it should be borne in 
mind that, at the period of my visit, the greater part of them were but imperfectly supplied 
with hooks, very few had appropriate or sufficient desking, most of them were without black 
boards, clocks, and many other little etc., which tend so much to faeilitat.e the instructions of 
the schoolmaster. In some cases the buildings were in a dilapidated condition, and either 
totally without, or inadequately furnished with, out-buildings: In three instances, which 
might be named, the dreadfully crowded state of that which per favor was designated a school-
room, was such that the health of the teachers materially suffered; in one ease rendering 
him increasingly unfit for the duties of his office, and in another causing such a deterioration 
of health as to compel him to relinquish his duties altogether. 

Of the twenty schools visited, six were found to be in a healthy and vigorous condi- 
tion, viz. St. James, Globe, Pitt Town, Richmond, Cook's River and Pennant Hills; four 
were decidedly in an unsatisfactory state, so much so as to warrant may calling the special 
notice of the Lord Bishop of Sydney to them, viz. Burwood, Enfield, South Kurrajong, and 
Emu Plains, (the teacher of the last school has since resigned); the remaining ten were 
being conducted with more or less efficiency, the teachers being generally desirous of adopt-
ing any measures of improvement pointed out to them. 

The system of quarterly or half-yearly inspection by the Local Boards themselves, 
have, when carried out, a marked effect upon the general proficiency of the children and the 
interest and activity of the teacher. 

Since I last had the honor of addressing the Board, the first Voluntary Examination 
of Church of England Teachers has been held, under a Board of Examiners appointed by 
the Lord Bishop of Sydney. The following gentlemen compose the Board :—Bevd. Canon 
Aliwood, B.A.; Revd. H. Hose, M.A, Warden of St. Paul's College; Revd. W. Hodg-
son, M.A., Principal of Moore College; The Diocesan Inspector of Church of England 
Schools. To this examination eight candidates presented themselves; of this number five 
were awarded a Registered Teacher's Certificate, two withdrew, and one failed. The next 
examination is fixed for the 1st July, 1858. 

The new school at Waverley has been opened, under the charge of Miss Hartley, one 
of the successful candidates at the Xmas Examination. 

At St. Paul's, Chippendale, a new Infant School-room has been erected, to aecommo 
date the large ur of infants heretofore attending the Primary School, and only provided 
with tent accommodation. 

St. Philip's School has been refitted on the tripartite system, with parallel rows of 
desking in three tiers. 

For the more minute details of each school I have the honor to refer you to the 
special Report thereon which accompanies this statement. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. J. CIJTHBERT, 
Die cesan Inspector and Secretary. 

Chippendale 
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Chippendale Church of England School. 

STATE or SChOOLs AS TO— INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF- 

Premises, viz. 
School-roonis . Large and commodious 
Floor ........ .... Wood. 
Offices ............ Sufficient, 
Playground ..... Sufficient, 
Residence ...... None, 

Desks— 
Rind ............ Parallel. 
Quantity ...... 15, in I tiers of 3 each. 

S. Furniture— 
(Cupboards ...) ul Two shelves. 

other Fixtures) 3'Inaufficicnt. 

Books ............ Well supplied. 
5. Registers— - 

M  The aster's qualification to give the The Master as a guide and example in 
required IuotructisiitohisAppreutices forming the character of the Appren. 
during the year now commencing. tices. 

Report of Examination by Inspector 

lot 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th TOTAL 
class . 5, , class. class. present in 

Number (Gir 

Exunination,
each class - 

a. nescripuon..u. S. B. Roll Book. 
6. flow kept Holy Scriptures ................ .... 

... Catechism 
Fie knowledge of this subject. 

............................. 
Apparatus ......A sufficient Supply of itir

gy 1st & 2nd class, N.; 3rd, 4th, .5th, &-Oth, F. 
.tero and

')Ioo,jlsljes 5th & 6th class, I. SPCR-3rd Bk. Fair, but enforced by . I Easy Narratives ........... Discipline 
1Iiooks 

3rd & 4th class fair, but not loud enough. SPCK- 

and general In. 
snt. formation lst& 2nd class, fluontly; 3rd & 4th class fair, but 

.................... 
Prom On Slates On the whole is fair, 

not loud enough. 

Copy. On Paper ... but might be much 
' 

70 children wrote in copy books fairly. From I On Slates ... improved by the ju- Dictation. On Paper . Instruction diciono ... . - 
40 children presented themselves for dictation—
result moderate. use of moni- 

, I Simple Rules .................. tors, for which the Compound Rules Rules - of the Board Proportion and l'ractice.. provide. 
' ,o Fractions ..................... Fitness for training apprentices 

(The Inspector will bear in mind under 'l 

lot & 2nd class, very fair; 3rd and 4th class, not 
tried; .5th & 0th class, fair. 

— -- Decimals ............................ 
Higher Rules.................. this head the state of the Children's know - 
r h ledge of the holy Scriptures, Catechism, 00,, apy ....................... ........ Betrayed a moderate knowledge, as shown mci-- 

and Liturgy, and will invito the assistance Grammar dentally in the reading lessons. 
of the Parochial Clergyman in this part of History ..... ......................... 
the examination.) Singing .............................. 

Drawing ............................ . f (How many?..............................Four (infan
. 
ts.) 

Classes.....Whether the aame for all subjects. Yes. 
(Shape ......... ... 
 ........... ..............In the desko. 

0 c ire C II (For what subjects? ..................Scriptnralknowledge 
(Add, after the name of each subject, a figure to denote .2 .< 'P' the  number Classes 

- 
of grouped for instruction in it.) 

Plaster Raixs :—01 children were in at 2 o'clock; 11.3 on ...One. ..... 
............................ N mIs r of Assistants.................................Two, 

Roll; 81 Infants present, taught occasionally 
Tea he Apprentices in a framed tent; they wrote, counted, and 

replied to my interrogatories 
1bonitors ......{ uam , .........Not need. readily. 

Cook's River Church of England School. 

STATE OF SCNOOLS AS TO— 
INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF- 

- - 

Premises, Vis The Master's qualification to give the 
The Master, as a guide and example in School-rooms 38 by 18 feet. 

Floor Good 
required Instruction tohis Apprentices 
during the year now commencing. forming the character of ,the Appren ticea. ............ 

Offices ........... .tn a filthy etate. 
- 

Playground ... Common to both sexes. 
Residence - Fair.  ......None. Fair. 
Desks— 
Kind .. ..............Against the wall Report of Examination by Inspector. 
Quantity ......... Foux 

..--.. - 

- 

Pisrnitns'e ]at 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th TOTA 
(Cupboards, ) 
Grates, and None, much wanted, 

class, class 
- — -  

class. - class. class, class, present SO - 
c 00. -  

othcrFixtures.)) 
- Number Girls 
supplied with 

Books .............all, except 1st class 
present at 

° taIiu Examination. . 
21) 
31 

( booas ) each class J' 
Regieters— I 
a. D050riptiou,,13. S. B. Roll Book, 
How kept Fairly. 

--. 

Good. Holy Scriptures .................... 
Catechism ........................... Good. 

6. Apparatus { A blak board. No Liturgy ...................  ...... 
..... 

cisc , 

i. lee i inc 
- Fair. A want of a Books and general In- 1,, Fair; the upper class read with some degreeafl r 

Easy Narratives .............. 

system is apparent.I , formation expression. 
..............j 

Is t h 0 fined1 be From (On Slates .... .... 
I to the upperelassin, Copy. n 'aper ....... 

J 
lot class, M; 2nd class, liii.) Lower classes do not 
1st & 2nd class, has. S. Instruction ... but, on the whole,: rein On ......... J write from dictation. 

letati , 1. tllfeschoolpreoented lass,0. : Thereet fair; some progreesis 
ules 

 

~,,Simpl,,e 
o F' f 'in- roprtionand Practice,.. Capable. metic. 

(The Inspector will bear in mind :::.::::;'::;,':::,': 
- L under this head the State of the Children's 

knowledge of the Itoly Scriptures, Cats- 
Higher Rules.................. 

Geography ....................... Fairly known, (Map of World.) chism, and Liturgy, and will invite the 
assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in 

rammas ............................ (Good; some attention had evidently been be
stowed this subject. 

this part of the examination.) history - 

Singing .............................. 
Drawing .......................... 

10. f CHow many ......................................Seven. 
Classes.....Whether the same for all subjects .,.Yes 

(Shape ......................................... 
- 

a 
(For what subjects?— 0 cc ire 
(Add, afterthename of each subject,aflgure todenote- groups. 

(the 
' REMARKS :—The whole school should be well trained in the number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) 

I Master ................................. 
principles of notation and numeration. 

The master is faithfully One, 
N mber of) Assistants 

..... 

performing his work, 
and is assisted by the ladies of the parish, 

who 
Tache Apprentices ..... ............................ r 

. (Paid 
attend to teach the girls sewing; the master's 

- wife also teaches or assists in the 
I. Monitors ...........................}None used. 

ltnpaid ........................ 
school. 

The contractions used in this Report are; Hi. excellent; G. good; F. fair; M. moderate; urn, imperfect; Fl. 
- * 144—B - 

failure. 

- Ashfiejd 
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Ashfield School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO— I INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF— 

The Master's qualification to give the The Olaster, as a guide and example in 
required Instruction to his Apprcnticcsl forming the character of the Appren'  

School-rooms, during the year now commencing. tices. 
Floor ............... '5, The earth covered 
Offices ............5 with tarpaulin. 
Playground None.  
Rstdence. -' 

Report of Examination by Inspector.  
. D — TOTAL 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th present in Kind...............Double. 
quantity......... One. class, class, class, class, class, class, hchosL 

3. Furniture— 
(Cupboards. 'i ' None. . 7 
Orates, and f Girls .............. 

Number Slays .............. 15 
otherPixturea.) present at 4 . 

Examination. } e.Tot°ls 
-  
22 Number very much diminished lately. 

4. Books ............ Good supply. 

0. Registers— 
a. Description D.S.B. Roll Book. Holy Scriptures ..................... .Moderate, 
& Slow kept. Catechism ........................... 

Liturgy.............................. 
(i.sufficient supply Letters and Monseyllables, Fair. 

Apparatus .......of maps; no black 4g Easy Narratives .............Fair. 
board or clock. ci Books and General hi- 5 

formation ...............5 
Discipline.........Imperfect. se From On Slates .......Fair (neat and clean.) 

Copy. 5 On Paper ...... 
S. Instruction ......Very meare. 'C From On Slates ..... 

Dictation 5, On Paper ...... 
0. Fitness for train-S . Simple Rules ..................Imperfect. 
hip apprentices. an fig. Compound Rules ....... ......One boy who attempted any. 

p ,j Proportion and Practice... 
(The Inspector will bear in miissh Fractions ...................... .. 

under this head the state of the children's ' Decimals ........................ 
'knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, Cate- I, Higher Rules .................. 
chi,om, and Liturgy, and will invite the Geography ............................Fair in the upper class. 
assiotance of the Parochial Clergyman in Grammar ........................... .Moderate. 
this part of the examination.) Hisiory .............................. 

Singing.............................. 
Drawing.............................. 

10. f (110w many' ..... ..............................  .... Three. 
Classes ... Whether the same for all subjects ..... Ves. Semicircle. IICMARaS —The room need io a portion of a stable 

a I Shape................................................ 
5 None, or out-house, into which the rain enters freely. 

Coli c tv For what subjects .................. 
(5.dd, after the name of each subject, a figure to denote 

4 
ron' 15 5 " I the number of Classes grouped for instruction in ii.) 

13iater .......................................... ... One. 

Numberof I Aositants ...................................... Teaehers.< Apprentices....................................... 
[sionitors { 

Burwood School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO— INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF— 

The Master's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 

p 'costs - '- 
required Instruction to his Apprentices forming the character of the Appren 

i

- 
School-rooms.. 40 by 20 by 12. 

during the year now commencing. ticos. 

Floor and roof. Out of repa., 
- 

Offices............ 
1'layound ... None. 
Residence ......Out of repair. Report of Examination by Inspector. 

2. Deals— 
Kind ............Against the wall. 
quantity ......Five, lot 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 61h TOTL, 

S. Fern Bose— 
class, class. chaos. class, class, class. School.  

(Cupboards, ) - -  -  -  - -  
Grates, asd Jnsufficient. Girls I 12 

other Fixtures.) present at Boys 16 

Books ............Prayer Books required. Examination. eltin,  
Registers— 
a. Description ....D. S. 13. Roll. Holy Scriptures ...................Very imperfect. 

5. how kept ......Slovenly. 
Catechism ........................... .Fair ; not intelligently known. 
Liturgy............................. 

Apparatus ......{ 'i
one,
.'ii re

Clck  s?.1 very . [Letters and Iclonosyllablee A small class read easy words with difficulty. 

P Easy Narratives ............ 
Fair. Punctuality not 'ci 'I 

ibcip toe .......1, good. 1BooIs an, on general } 10 New Testament; imperfectly. 
format

of the poorest kind. tzFrom On Slates ...... 
S. Instruction ... Cleanliness - boys .P (opy 5 On Paper ........The copy books were clean and neat. 

good, girls fair. From On Slates.. 
Fitness for train- S Dictation On Paper ...... 

lug auprentices , Quite unfit. 
o I Simplo Rules .................. 
Compound Rules ............ 

(Tue Inspector will bear in mind Un- p l'roportisn and Practice.., The children were unable to get down a simple Ad. 
doe this head the state of the Children's .g Fractions .......................dition sum—Failure. 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, Cate- Decimals ....................... 
chosm, and Liturgy, and will invite the l,IIihor Rules .................. 
aSSistance of the Parochial Clergynsan in Geography ........................... .Failuto. 
this part of the examination.) Grammar ............................Two children only attempted to answer. 

history.............................. 
Singing ........................ .......Not practised. 
Drawing ............................ 

10, (hlowmanyl ............................... 
Classes.... Whether the same for all subjects 

IShape .......................................... 
(ForwhatSUJOo5........................ 

Collective (Add after the name of each subject, a figure to denote lIrsiAlosts :—One of' tthe worst schools I have at 

.

.2 J
9 . groups. (th 

, 
e number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) present visited. 

Master.......................................... 

Monitors Unpaid ..................... 

.nnei 
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Enfleld School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO— INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF- 

1. Premises, viz. 
School-rooms., { 

Al Out 131 yards h 

Floor ............ Out of repair. 
Offices ............ Same for both sexes. 
Playground One for all classes. 

The Master's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
required Instruetion tohisApprentices forming the character of the Appreu- during the year now commencing. tices. 

seesiaence ......Out 01 repair. Report of Examination by Inspector. 
2. Desks— 
Kind 
t1:":':::: } Single, 4: double, I. I TOTAL 

.3. Furnilare— 
CIS. . clas  . 

(Cupboards One. 
(;rates and Insufficient. 

N be Girls 28 
other Fixtures) B!sao Eamat tn 19 

47  

4. Books ............ .feet ones, or rather 
scraps were shown. Holy Scriptures ................... Very shght acquaintance. 

(1, one; a few imper- 

-5. Registers— Latechism ............................... i ii children had a fair acquaintance with this 
a. ])eeeription..D.S.J3. Roll. 

Liturgy 
subject. 

I 8. flow kept ... Slovenly. .............................. 00 Letters and Monosyllables A large class, sadly deficient. 
(Only a few tablets, 

45.  Apparatus No black board or 
Easy Narratives . ........... 

Books and general infor. 
17 read in 2nd book imperfectly. 

I, ma s matisn ..................... 11 New Testament read with difficulty. 

Discipline ......The children werequiet. 
so From I On Slates...... 
.5 Copy. On l'aper. ,... 

10 besides the lot class wrote on slates. 
31 copy books shewn, fairly (lone. 

Of th From On Slates....... Sadly deficient; only the first class attempted it. 
instruction kni the first Dictation. On Paper...... 

mpb5 Rules alon making any 
rroress 

................ti 
I omp0nd Rules 

Out of a class of 5, were right in Addition. g 
Proportion and Practice I in Multiplication. 

2. Fitness for train- Unfit 
I 

.0 yraciions ............. .....I i y n Division. lug apprentices., 
i (The Inspector will bear n mmd 

' Decimals 
(Ilirher Rules Arithmetic can scarcely be said to be taught. 

under this head the state of the Childresis ............... 
Georaphy No books. knowledge of the Iloiy Scriptures, Cate- 

........................... 
Grammar ............................ No books. chism, and Liturgy, and will invite the History .............................. 

assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in Singing ............................. 
this part of the examination.) Drawing ............................ 
0. r how many? ................. ............... Three. Classes ... Whether the same for all subjects.. 

Shape......................................... 
- (For what subjects? ......... .......... Not used. Collce is e 

(Add, after the name of each subject, a figure to denote groups 
" (the number Classes 

REMAaas :—The general appearance of the echoot of grouped for instruction in it.) 
IMastcr 

denoted great disorder and negligence. 
...................................One. 

Numberof 

'itonitors { Lnpaid 

Ityde School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO— I INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF- 

Premises, viz. 
School-rooms.. 30 by 16 by 12. 
Floor ............Good. 
Offices ...........Sufficient. 
Playground .. Yes. 
Residence .......Yes. 
Desks— 
Kind ............Against the wall. 
Quantity ......Two. 
Furniture—
(,Cupboardo, ) 
(,rates, and Insufficient. 
other Fixtures) 

4 Books A good supply of 
lbooks. Slates wanted 

5. Registers— 
a. Description .D.S.B, Roll. 
8. How kept .. Neatly. 

6 A5 l
ar tue 5 Required black hoard 

and lesson stands. 
7. Discipline ......Good. 

K Instruction Very fair throughout 
the school. 

9. Fitness for train-) Appears to be caps. 
tug apprentices j' ble. 
(His Inspector will boar in mind 

under this head the state of the Children's 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, Cate-
chism, and Liturgy, and will invite the 
assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in 
this part of the examination. 

The Master's qualificationto give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
required Destruction to his Apprentices forming the character of the Appren. 
during the year now commencing. ticea. 

Report of Examination by Inspector 

lot 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th TOTAL, 
class, class, class, class, class, class. present in 

Number (Girls 27 
present at Boys 33 
Examination,

~ each ss. I 66 

Holy Scriptures ..................... Fair. 
Good, and intelligently known. 

Liturgy............................. 

.. 

In Letters and Monosyllables 
14 read in SPCK-2nd Bk.—fairly 

Catechism ............................. 

Books and general : formation 13 read in the New Testament fluently. 
Easy Narratives ............ 

50 wrote neatly, and many well, both on slates and From On Slates......... 
Copy. On I'aper in copy books. 

Dictation. On 
115 stood up for this subject and acquitted them. 
J selves well. 
Numeration imperfect. 

Compound Rules ........... 

R From 5 On Slates....... 
Paper....... 

5 j Proportion and Practice... 

Simple Rules .................... 

1 Fractions ..................... 
I Decimal, ....................... 

..Fair; appeared a favorite subject with the Mistress 

Higher Rules.................. 
Geography  
Grammar :::::.'::::::::::::::::; Fair in upper class. 
History.............................. 
Singing .............................. 
Drawing ........................... 

10. 1 (how many? ............... .................. 
Classes ,.,.( Whether the same for all subjects.. 

(Shape ........................... ............... 
oliective For what subjects?— Rsuxnas :—A large proportion of the children were 
g 

" 

(Add, after the name of each subject, a figure to denote girls, but the general appearance of the school, .2 the number of Classesgrouped for instruction in it.) and the results of the eaamination, were very 
a Master ....................................Mistress. gratifying. 
Number of Assistants .................................... Daughter. 
Teachers Apprentices ................................. 

sIonutors 1_aid ........................ Unpaid....................Sonstintcs. 

South 
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south Creek School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO— INSPECTOR'S Ol'INION OF— 

The Master's qualification to give the The Staster, as a guide and example in 
premises 
School-rooms 36 by 

I required. Instruction to his Apprentices forming the character of the Appren- 

Floor ............Slightly out of repair. 
during the year now commencing. hess. 

Offices .........Separate. 
-" ------- -------- - - 

Playground One.  
Residence ......In good repair. - ------ - - -  ._-__---- -- - - - 

Report of Examination by Inspector. 

Desk 
Kind 
intity 

.4 single, 2 double 1st I  2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th rsTnn  
class, class, class, class, class, class.

AL  

School 

8. 
 

(Cupboards, ) N 
1Girla 23 

Grates, and Cupboards required.present 
21 

otherFixtureS) S Emination each class 1 14 

Books ............Prayer books required. 
5cr' turco 

I A class of 23 came up for this subject, and ac- 
Ilol'  
I I ciutttesl themselves fairly. 

Registers—  
a. Description I). S. B. Roll. Catechism 

Was well known, hut were unable to explain the 

5. itow kept , Neatly. 
. .. meaning of the terms they used. 

Liturgy .. ................... ........ .By the lower class, well. 

Apparatus ' 
' LetterS and Monosyllables 7. 

in ochool ........map., - 
c . g ) 

Easy Narratives .............This class read fluently but not loud enough. 
I Books and general In. I 

rrair. The children 
tormation ..................sew lestament very fairly read. 

were clean, quiet,[ as 1 From (In Slates ----- 

and orderly, and, , ) Copy. 
On Paper .......'23 copy books were sliewn, very fairly done. 

Discipline .......< remained so, with.From 
On Slates .......1Was good. This was an interesting class, and 

out any apparent' Dictation On Paper .......5 acquitted theuiselvcs well. 

effort either of the1  
I. masteror his wife. 

 

Si in Rules ................. - - 0 ' - 

(Moderate. Would not I Compound Rules 0 '2 .2 

S. Instruction ,,. 
reconimendhim torI J Proportion and Practice 'a  

p ' Fractions .....................0 0 0 i 

I Decimals 
 

9. Fitness for training apprentices— Jiigher Rules . 

(The Inspector will bear in mindl T, 
 

under this head the state of the Children'oi 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, Cate- Geography ........... ......... .......Sloderato acquaintance. 
chism, and Liturgy, and will invite the Grammar ................. ....  ..... ..imperfectly known. 
assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in History.............................. 
this part of the examination.) 

Singing .............................. 

IDrawing .............................. 

10. (' (110w many ?.............................Six 
5 Could not write down in figures twenty thousand 

Classes .. Whether the same for all ouhjects...Yes 
• and twenty. 

(Shape ....... ... ....  ... ..... ......... .... ...... 
(For what subjects? .....................Every Friday. 

B 
0 cc (Add. after the name of each subject, afigure to denote EsasARKS... .W .indows are much out of repair. 

a g oupo. (the number of Classes grouped for instruction in it. 
Master.......................................One.  

g Number 
sjAPreflticeo_ .:::.: 

TeacherMonitors u s at' cc m in. , 

Mulgoa School. 
. . . . . - _._._._ _.__ 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO- 

.Th'rmiaes, Cia.C--  

School-rooms 
In two School-rool 
17 

Floor .......... .... 
Olficcs ........... 

Stone. 
One for both sexes. 

Playground ...... The bush. 
Resideuce ......... In repair. 

fleaS's— 

INSPECTOR'S O1'JNION OF— 

The Hastes's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
required Instruction to his Apprentices I forming the character of the Appreu-
during the year now commencing. ! tires. 

Ecport of Examination by Inspector. 

1st I 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 8th 
class. class, class. class, class, class. I School. 

Kind ...........5 A long and broad' 
Quantity 

,,,,, I, dO'Ok against thewall. 
Number 

Girls ............ 

3 or 
present at Toalin each 
Lxanunation. ('lasS '30 The 

. 
weatherheingdnll 

I 
the attendance was thin. 

Cuphoardo much re-I 
C b oards, quircd; booies are 

Fiwtnrcs) iu .sbout the 
- -. 

Holy Scrtsturcs ..................... 
us1  15 read slowly in the NewTestamentftanswered 

other 
Catechism ........................... . 

i°a knew the letter of the Catechism 1_indifferently 

a Y n in not 
chieiS( wis Voiairly Books ............onlyoueCsjtechismI 

{ 
-in Sc C ' Easy Narratives 7 read in Lesson Book, No. 2, imperfectly. 

hooks and General In- 
Jteisters— Lformatlon 
a. Ileocription D.S.B. Roll. - 

to From Paper 15 books carelessly and slovenly writton. 
5. Stow kept ......Neatly. } 

On ... 
15 stood up for this subject, one-tenth got it down 

'Vi- t d - t bl't 
Apparatus..... lcan', oc'iJ 

' From l 1 
(Dictation. ç On S atm 'I, fairly, the rest very imperfectly done. 

a 2 '°- 

Discipline .........Imperfect. I  
mp Rules 

Very impefect; the, Rules 

R

empound 
Instruction -.. Teacher appears too roportion and Practice 

.9. ractions ....................... 
Decimals '2 'a ...................... 

Fitness for training apprentices,— Ii (Iligher Rules ............... 
(The Inspector will bear in mind' 

under this head the state of the Children's I. 
- 

Were right in the above rules. 

knosvlcdge of the Holy Scriptures, Cate- Geopraphy ........................... 
chioin, and Liturgy, and will invite the' 

Very imperfect indeed. 
I On,- boy showed some acquaintance with this sub- 

assistance of the l'aroch'al Clergyman in 
ramma................................ 

ject. 
this part of the examination.) I history ............................. 

Singing............................. 
Drawing ...........................  

10. (How many? .......... ............ .. ..... Five 
Classes Whether ti,e o'me for all subjects.. Yes 1t.stAeKs --6 more, copy books were afterwards 

,,, 
Sba1,e 

shown of like character to the above. 

(For wl,at eubjecis _ 
Children not accustomed to dictation. 

R ('oil V 
' 

(Add. after the name of each suljeet, a figure to denote '2 ou 
Nine-tenths could not write the word Tuesday or 
Wednesday. g l5 (the nunibcr of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) 

Al aster........................ ................. One. Three of the rooms reQuire repair. 

Number of Assistants ....................................Wife. 
Teachers Apprentices ................................. 

Monitors—Unpaid ........................Sometimes. 

_____________________________________-. Penrith 



STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO- 

3. Premises, vis. 
School-rooms . .60 by 20 by 16. 
Floor ................ Wood, in repair. 
Offices Separate; not I 

Playground ...... 
good condition. 

One acre. 
Residence ......... None. 

Desks— 

Rind ............... Single. 
Quantity ......... Seven. 

Furnifure._. 

(Cupboards ......
Orates 

Sufficient shelving. 
and other A 5 ove. Fixtures) ...... 5 

Books ................ I fair supply. 

Registers_ 
is l)escription . D. S. B. Roll. 
O How kept ...... .airly. 

G. Apparatus in 
An abacus, 4 smallei 
do., 1 large black School .........

. hoard, 1 easel, and 
S 'naps. 
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Peñrith School. 

INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF— 

The Master's qualiflcation to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
required Instruction to his Apprenticcs1 forming the character of the Appren- during the year now csmmcncing. tices. 

Report of Examination by Inspector. 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th I 6th TOTAL 
class, class, lass. class, class, class, present in 

School. 

8 3 6 
4 111

J:c 

3 0 1 21 
I 'I I 21 26 

12 114 1O 4 I 4l a 47 

Boyd. Elijah Smith assisted—they read fluently. 
21 knew the Catechism, and gave intelligent an. 
swers on this subject. 

Lower part of the school read fdirly and spelt welL 
This class read indifferently; spelt fairly. 

The ueper part of the school read fluently and well. 
30 wrote from copies on slates. 
14 books, in which the writing was carelessly done. 
A very large class stood- up for this subject; the 
writing unsatisfactory, and the spelling imperfect. 

Girls ............ Number 
Boys ............ prcse,st at 
Total in each Examination 
class ......... 

Holy Scriptures .................. 
Catechism ........................... 
Liturgy .............................. 
Letters and Monosyllables 
Easy Narratives ............ 

-is Books and general In- 
H formation ............... 
be From On Slates ...... 
. Copy I On Paper ...... 

From 
Dictation On Slates ...... 

1. Discipline ...... 
Very good; clean. 
.liness good; puile. d I Simple Rules ............... 
tuality fair. 2 1 Compound Rules ......... 

2 I Proportion and Practice 
S. Instruction Jfair throughout the 

{ school. 
z 
Fractions 
D~cimals ::: :::: 

9. Fitness for training apprentices.... 

. 

(Higher Rules ............... 

(The Inspector will bear i,, rein,i ,,,..i.... 

1 iq a a5 .f4 i-s 15 
, 

Ii. is ii 
2 

2 2 
2 g g . 

2 

° - a 
- --- --.. ...., 

Were able to wokthe above Rules. this head the stats of the Children's kdow. Geography ............................A very fair knowledge of this subject. 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures, Catechism, Grammar ............................The same. 
and Liturgy, and will invite the assistance 11ist9ry .............................. 
of the Parochial Clergyman in this part Singing ...............................It present discontinue,j. of the examination.) 

Drawin,, 10 Maps fairly done, including Australia, Iceland, 
Mental Arithmetic .................Fair. 

and 
10.) 

Classes 
... 

Peven. 
Whether the same for all subects. Yes jShape ( .................................... 

C lie C 
I (For Scriptural In- I For what subject ' ......................struction and fa- 

g 
•. 

miliar lectures, I (Add, after the name of each subject, afigurs to denote 
(the number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) 
IMaster ..................................One. 

Number I Assistants ................ ...............Wife. 
Teachers Apprentices ..............................None. 

Mont Ila,d................... i or 
•. Unpaid ...............Sometimes. 

* Reduce 374 fathoms into feet. 

BanAnas :—Bepairs required to the windows and 
plastering, and a clock is very much required. 

Emu Plains School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO- 
INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF— 

The Master's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in required Instruction to his Apprentices forming the character of the Appren. during the year now commencing, tices. 

Report of Examination by Inspector. 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 
elas, class, class. cl&s, class, class presentin 

Number IGirl, 
11 present at 

•Total , -  Examination 
each class 20 

-----
''  Holy Scriptures ....... ...............Imperfect. S Reoioters_ 

( juice 5 
Ctechisin .........................Good; not known intelligently. 

tion  s Descri
b. 
H P 

ieiy neatly. 
b 

P and MoflosyllabIe5 Lower class imperfectly tau,,ht 
Apparatus ......... 

j A 
black niu
ch 
 anteT5d. 

t 

 Books andgcnerai jfl: 
Fair, Obtained by a , New Testament—S read fluently. 

be p On Slates 
Discipline ..........

c
to the stick. on _ 
onstant recourse 

On Paper:::::! atto 
tedth_result very i i ,es es ocba. 

Dictation. On Paper...... 
(Imperfect it cail- 

: Instruction 
Proportion afldpraCtice 

7 children in this class, who quits failed. 
brbook anduseazy

allowed to 

. 
(llighe i:::::..j clioc 

 9, tness for train.. 
} Quito unfit, 'I 

Oeogrs.phy .::.........

Grammar 
. 

Did not wish them examined. 
(The Inspector will bear in mind History 

- ........ 

under this head the state of the Chil- g .............................. 
dren's knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, rawillg ............................... 
Catechism, and Liturgy, and will invite 
the assistance of the Parochial Clergy-
man in this part of the examination.) 

10. ( (110w many' ..................................Six. 
- Classes ... Whether the same for all subjects 

. . Yes. (Shape ................................... 
'° lie t (For what subjects 5 

- 

ro 
th
(Add, after the name of e Not used, 

0 [ 
 ach subject, a figure to denote Ransisas :—The master appeared to be quite 

un- 
g P 

... (e number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) concerned as to whether the children were pro. (Master....................................One. 
gresstog or not. Since visit he has lsft, N b f I Assistants ..................................... 

'Teachers Apprentices .................................. 
Monitors 

* 144-0 
Castlereagh 

l'rcmi.ses, vi:,  
School-rooms_Stone; 36 by 18. 
Floor ............ Boards want repair. 
Offices .........Filthy. 
Playground The Plains, 
Residence None. 
Desks— 
Rind............Against the walL 
Quantity ......Alt round one end. 
l"isvniture—
(Cupboards ......None. 
Grates.- and One stove and 
other Fixtures) forms. 

(A much larger sup 
I than were be 

4 J used; numb 
" were being dsstr 
I cii by l,,,. 



Premises, rio 
School-rooms Brick-building, 16 by 

3'!oor astCeil want repair. 

Offices ........ None. 
Playground ..The  Bush. 
Residence .....Otherwise occupied. 

Desks— 
Rind.............None; a large tab!' 
Quantity used instead. 

Furnif.vre— 
(Cupboards, 
Grates, and No shelving. 
other Fixtures.) 

(Children buy their 

Books ............ own maps; black 
board, &c., wanted. 

6. Registers— 
a, Description 
flow kept...... 

(TWO boxes, in which 
Apparatus the girls' work is 

kept. 

Discipline ......... Good. 
Cleanliness - ..... Good. 

(Generally fair; solid 
S. Instruction . ..- instruction is being 

(, given. 
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10 REPORT FROM DENOMINATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 

Castlereagh School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO—. 
. INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF- 

PheMaster's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
required Instruction to his Apprentices forning the character of the Appren- 

during the year now commencing. tiess. 

Capable. 

Be port of Exeuninatien by Inspector. 

lot 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th TOTAL 
class, class, class, class. class. class. present in 

E

Number 

. 

School. 

HolyScriptures..................... 
Catechism .......................... 
Liturgy ........................ 
cc Letters and Monosyllables 
Easy NarrativeS.............. 

a Books and General In- 
formation ................ 
From I On Slates ...... 

, Copy. On Paper ...... 
H From (On Slates ..... 
,Dictation. 1011 Paper ..... 

- 
(Simple. Rules .............. 
('ompound Rules ......... 
I Proportion and Practice 

'\ Fractions..................... 

IDecimals ..................... 
"I (higher Rules ............... 

9. FitnesS for train- 
ing apprentices... 
(The Inspector will beai in mindl Geography ........................... 

under this head the state of the Children's I Gransmar.............................. 
knowledge of the holy Scriptures, Cats' history ........................ ....... 
chism, and Liturgy, and will invite thel Singing................................ 
assistance of the i'aroehial Clergyman in I J )rawiflg ... . ..................... 

this part of the examination.) i Tables ................................ 

( (HO W many ' .........................Six. 

Classes ... Whether the same for all subjects. Yes. 
IShape....................................... 

. i et' 
(For what subjects'.....................Not used. 

0 e. iV5 (Add, after the name of each subject, a figure to denote 
groups.. the number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) 

(Master ......................................Mistress. 

Number of
Assistants ................................. 

0 
Tcachers...1 Apprentices Paid ......  

(hlonitors { ui ::somstimes. 

Ricbmond School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO- 
IN R' SPECTOS OPINION OF— 

1. Premises, via.:—
School.rooms 40 by 14 
Floor ........ 

... 
Brick. 

Offices........Separate. 
Playground Sufficient 
Residence ......Good repair. 

2.mks-- 

The Master's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
required instruction to his Apprentices forming the character of the Appren- 

during the year now commencing. tices. 

SufficleOtly qualified. 
I should recsm.mcnd him. 

Report of Examination by Inspector. 

juno ........ -" -.. ............_ -. 

Quantity ......Six. 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 

class, class, class, class, class, class, 
present ifl 

 55 
Furniture 
(Cupbod5, 
ratcs, and Sufficient. 

I N u m b e r ( sr 5 ............ 
r ~4 

other Fixtures.) present at T 'aYn each I - -  

ExasuinatiOfl..lass 
Books 

Registers— Holy Scriptures .................. 
(Revd. Mr. Elder undertook these subjects—and the 

i answers were intelligently given ; the letter of 
a. Description D.S.B. Roll. a cc im ............................. Catechism was well known. 
5. How kept ...Peatly. 

IS Insufficient. o s Letter5 and Monosyllables 5 children read fairly in this 
class. 

indifferently and spelt imperfectly. 14 children read .. Apparatus ..... .  blackboard, clock. Easy Narratives ............ 
'i S Books and general In- l, 

12 children read fairly in the New, and 16 in the 
Discipline ......Fair. 
Puiictnality . Fair. 

formation. ............... 5 
Fro 5 On Slates ...... in 

5 Old Testament.' 
.The children wrote fairly. 

Cleanliness . Good. 

I

Copy 1 On Paper ...... wrote words of two syllables well. 
The children appear From On Slates......16 
to be making solid Dictation. On Paper ...... 

I Rules { 
Tcai r work sums in these 

derate
1,hej1sildrefl 

Instruction Simple ............... 

'5 Compound Rules giving me great ............. 20 could work these Rules fairly. 

h, satisfaction. P.< Proportion and Practice 5 
A few of the upper children had a fair knowledgO 

Fitnessfsr train- I Quite fit, I should I Fra.tiou5.....................5 ........................ 
of these Rules. 

Decimals 
jug apprentices 5 think. I tJ1ilser Rules.............. The answers were confined to a few on this subject. 
(The Inspector will bear in nilnd Georaphy .................. The same. under this head the state ofthe Childrens Grammar ...... ................. 

knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, Cate-, history ..................... 
chism, and Liturgy, and, will invite the Singing ..................... 

Of the whole school good. 

assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in Drawin . ................... A large proportion of the school wrote carefully. 
this part of the examination.) Writing ......................... 

( (11.0w many? .................. ..  ... Five, and infants'. 

Classes ... Whether the same for all subjects. No. 
!,Shape................................ 
(For what subjects 1 .................... .None used. reading would be much improved.  

ii I' C 1V5 0 S (Add,afLer the nameof each subject,  
ion in it.) 

Rc li.kxEs :—Tho 
by teaching the children to divide the words into  

g 5 P the number of Classes grouped for instruci syllables when necessary, and causing them to  
............... ( Master ............ One. 

Numborof I 
Assistants ...........................Wife & daughter, 
Apprentices ......................... 

read much lender. 

O Teachers 5Paid........................ 
........................ oni OCS 5 Unpaid IoaL 

WindsorWindsor 

Fair. 
Well known. 

10 read with difficulty. 
8 read fairly. 

The upper class read in the New Tcstament,SUCUt1T 

14 copy books neatly written. 
8 attempted this subject—imPerfect. 

p 10, p 
s fS 15 il 15 15 

0 

I . I I 

LLLIiJL 
Were right in the above rules. 

One child responded on this subject. 
'Very moderate. 

Imperfect. 

REMARKS :—This isa very interesting school; the 
work of Education is being carried on with eon 
siderable success. 1 would recommend the 
Teacher for a Government Stipend. 
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REPORT FROM DENOMINATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD... 11 

Windsor (Miiéd) School. 

STATE OF SCHOOL AS TO— INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF— 

The Master's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
Premises, eta :, , required Instruction to his Apprentices forming the character of the Appren- 
School-rooms during the year now commencing. tices. Floor ... ......... ...Briek,in good repair.   
Offices ............... 
Playground ......... .of an acre,  
Residence ............ In good repair. 

Report of Examination by Inspector. 
Desks— 

TOTAL Kind ..................Against the wall, 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th present in Quantity ............2—very long. class, class, class, class, class, class. 

Fume sire— 
i — . 

gupboards I Shelves on each side 3mubcr 16 
other Fixtures.) fof the fire place. Examination . Total in each 

Fair supply; table- Books ..............books required. 
lloI' Scriptures..................... { . 7 read 

pressisn
fluently, and with some 

ee mei. 
regard to cx- 

Registers 
Catechism .............................Fairly known. a. Description......D. S. B. Roll. Liturgy .............................. 4. how kept.........Neatly. 
Letters and Monosyllables 5 were learning alphabet. 5 very easy words. 

(Insufficient, A clock Easy Narratives ..............13 in 2nd book, imperfectly. Apparatus 
much required. Books and General In- 

Fair.  ,formation .................. 
7 fl'sc' 1' e............Ver im erfect bfl From On Slates ...... i p in .... y p 

copy. (On Paper 23 wrote imperfectly and carelessly in copy book. 
8 Instruction ' From On Slates This subject not regularly taught, but children 

Dictation. J On Paper wrote an easy sentence, 
9. i ness for rain- Should not il (Simple Rules .................. 
ing apprenices ... ser him Compound Rules .............Failed in numeration, and could not get down any 

I'roportion and Practice.,, , sum dictation, otherwise moderais knowledge of 
(The Inspector will bear in mind .e Fractions .....................the four first rules; one or two boys were much 

under this head the state of the Cliildrens I Decimals .. ...................... .more advanced. 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, Cats. -t (Higher Rules ...................j 
chism, and Liturgy, and will invite the Geography . ........................ 12 children were fairly acquainted with the subject. 
assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in Grammar .............................. 6 children knew a little of Grammar. 
this part of the examination.) 

, 1 Not attempted. One boy, a kind of pnpil-teacbep, 

Singing ............................. 

15 cry................................. 
was familiar with some points of English History.  

Drawing .............................. 

10. (1
he
mn

h
? . 

Classes ... 
1Ww ..

m
..................................ha 

.
S
N
ix
o. 

Shape ......................................... 
- n ' o cc ive ( For what subjects' ........................None. 

oups " 
-( (Add, after the name of each subject, a figure to denote 
the  number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) 
(Master .......................................One. 

Numberof Assistants ....................................Wife. 
Teachers. Apprentices.................................... 

I ( Paid ........................... 
I
oni or.. 

Unpaid ........................Not used. 

IIEMARItS :—The children had a fair knowledge of 
Old Testament History, as far as I had time to 
examine them. 

Pitt Town (Mixed) School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO— INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF- 

1, Premises, ma.:— 
Sehool-rooms..40 by 18 by 15. 
Floor ............Good. 
Offices ......... Good, 
l'layground .,.Four acres of ground. 
Residence .... In good repair. 

2. Desks— 

Kind ............Fixed against the wal 
Quantity ...... 

3. Furniture- 

The Master's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and exampls in 
required Instruction to his Apprentices forming the character of the Appren- 
during the year now commencing. tices. 

Capable. 

Report of Examination by Inspector. 

1st2nd I 3rd j 4th I 51h I 6th 1 TOTAL. I class, class, class, class, class, class, present in
School. 

} 
None li re. 

Number Girls 34 
28 

Ea minati,n,To.eh 

Books'............. Sufficient supply. Holy Scriptures ............. 23 read fluently, with expression, in the Bible. 
5. Registers— Good throughout the school. 
a. Description . . .D. S. B. Boll Book, 
4. How kept ......Neatly. 

Catechism ....................... 
Liturgy 

' s Letters and Monosyllables I 5 or 6 were in alphabet class; 3 in monosyllables read F. 

Apparatus ,,, (Mas5e1j'sdcok table, I , 2nd. SPCK; 12 read in this book with difficulty; 
11 e 0 Y I Books and general In- I 

15 in primer, 

'°01P ins ..........Os , d L formation ............... Fairly. 

,, ç Easy Narratives ............... 

Lb From On Slates ...... 34 wrote in copy books very fairly. 
S. Instruction ......Fair throughout. 

Fitness for,  train- 
Pri On Slates 
Dictation. On Paper 

. 

23 wrote fairly from dictation, 
Capable, ing apprentices ... 5 . ( 

1 LI. A 

(The Inspector will bear in mind under , q 
I Simple Rules ....,,,.,, 
I Compound Rules  

55 5 1 51 5 z a 51 

this head the State of the Childreis'e 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, Cate- 

C) Proportion and Practice ' .9  
chism, and Liturgy, and will invite the 

Fractions..,.. .., ,..') E Decimals a g — 
assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in 
this 

....................... 
(Higher Rules..,...,,,,,.., : . ' o  

u . g part of the examination.) 

Geography 
Grammar 
Ilistory 
Singing 
Drawing 
Tables 

A good knowledge of this subject. 
Fairly acquainted, but dAd not parse readily. 
Good. 

Well acquainted. 

( (Slow many? ......................Five, 
Classes ... Whether the same for all subjects..No, 

e Coil dye (For what subjects' .....................Sometimes, 
REMARKS :—Al1 the school wrote either in books or 
on slates, The dietationgaveme much satisfaction. 

.b 0 
gr0up5. 
. 

(Add, after the name of each subject, a figure to denote 
( the number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) 

10 children had entered their arithmetic neatly, 
(Master ....,..,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,, One, 

i  

Nb I Assistants ......  ...... . .................... Wifc. 
Teachers. 

Monitors, Paid 
{ unpai::::::::::::::::oceasioflally. 

Wilberforce I 



12 REPORT FROM DENOMINATIONAI EDUCATION BOARD. 

Wilberforce (Mixed) School, 

STA'IE OF SCJIOOLS AS TO— I INSEECTOR'S OPINION 01'— 

The Master's qualification to glee the The Master, as a guide and example in 
Premises 

•- 
required Instruction to his Appeentices forming the character of the Appren- 

(A brick building' nc during the year now commeing. tiees. 
school held 

- stairs; filled with 

School-rooms , rr;iture 
necas-  

service. 42 by 16. Report of Examination by Inspector. - 
- Roof requires re- - 

1st 2nd Ir 4th I .5th 6th 
TOTAL 

Floor................. . class, class, class, class, class, class. 
Pr,en1rn 

One for teacher - Offices . - and children -  -  -  -  20 
Playground ......... Rush. ,. tGirls umb er  '5 
Residence ......... 

in good 

{ 
present at Do 1.:

in repair. - Examination. ' I , each class  
I 35 

Desks— 
Kind ...........-Double (not fiaed.) 
Quantity ............ Three. 

Furniture— 
(Cupboards, ) 
Grates, and ).Nono. 
other'FixtureS.) j 

Books ... .............. Fair supply. 

0. Registers— 
a. Description ......D.S.13. Roll. 
how kept...... Neatly. 

Apparatus ........... 
( None; some very 
much required. 

-7. Discipline ............Moderate. 
Cleanliness Good. 

S. Instruction .........Good. 

'S. Fitness for train- 
ing apprentices. 
(The Inspector will bear in mind 

under this head the state of the Childrens 
knowledge of the holy Scriptures, Cate-
chism, and Liturgy, and will invite the 
assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in 
this part of the examination.)  

holyScriptures..................... 
Catechism 
Liturgy............................. 
çLetters and Monosyllables 

Easy Narratives 

Books and General In-
" ( formation 

On Paper 

From 
Dictation. On Slates 

Sirnple Rules ............... 
0I Compound Rules 
Proportion and Practice 
' Fractions..................... 

I Decimals ................... 
-t (iigher Rules ............... 

Geography 
Grammar ......................... 
history 
Singing............................. 
Drawing 

10.( (11 0w manyL,..,,.....,...'....................Four. 
Classes. 'Whether the same for all subjects ... Yes. 

Shape.......................................... 
For what suljects .......................... Nonp given.. 

' ° ie IV (Add, after the name of each subject, a figure to de ,.
OUP5 the number of Classes grouped for instruction in i 

......................................... 

Nb f 
Assistants ,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,....,,..,,,....... Wife. 

u ero Apprentices .................................. .. 

One. 

Teachers. i P 'd 
Monitors. 

{ t npaii'  ...................... Ocsasionally. 

13 read in the New Testament fluently; knowledge F. 
Fairly acquainted with the letter of this subject. 

No. 1., S.P.C.K. 8 read in this book fairly and 
intelligently. 

The upper class was heard out of the Testament. 

22 wrote in books somewhat carelessly. 

13 wrote a very short sentence moderately well. 

o 7 5 15 5 5 5 
13 13 iS so as is 15 were right in. 

0 0 

- p p 
Mental Arithmetic, moderats. 
Very little known on this subject. 
Attempted to parse, and failed. 

REMAEKS :—The Teacher was neat in his appear-
ance and respectful in his behaviour. The Rev. 
Thos. Wilson eonductd the Scriptural eaamina 
tion. 

- North Klhrrajong School. 

S1ATR OF SChOOLS AS TO— INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF- 

The Masters qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
required Instruction to his Appientices forming the character of the Appren- 
during the year now commencing. ticco. 

Qualified. 

Report of Examination by Inspector. 

let 2ndi3rd 4th 5th Clii p; sTnfn  
class, class, class, class, class. class. ,5cliooi 

Number  
at Girls , 29 

ys 

Examination. i 56 
:ach ; , 

holy Scriptures..................... 18 read without expression on Bible knowledge. F. 
Catechism ........................, 10 children were acquainted with the Catechism. 
Liturgy........................... 
Letters and Monosyllables 
Easy Narratives ............ 

iS Books and general In-
-formation ............... 

ek I From ç 
On Slates., 

Copy On Paper 

From ,f On Slates...... 
j,Dictatton. (,On Paper 

(Simple Rules ............... 
Compound Rules ......... 

Proportion and Practice,  

S } &ppears capable I uies I 
(The Inspector will bear in mind I, , 

under this head the stateof the Children's Geography .......................... 
hanowledgeof the holy Scriptures, Cate- Grammar .......................... 
ehiom, and Liturgy, and will invite the Ihistory ........................ 
assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in Singing ...................... 
this part of the examination.) Drawing ....................... 

10. (110w many' .................................... Six. 
Classes. 'Whether the earns for all subjects ...Ycs. 

(Shape 

Collective 
For what subjects? ........................ { So1setimesIbr 

19 groups. (Add, after the name of each subject, a figure to denote 

.2 ' the number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) 
(Master ..........................................One. 
I Assistants ....................................",Vifs & dau"hter, 

ApprenticesNumberof .....:.............................. 

Teachers. 
,Mouitors Unpaid ................ smstimes. 

1. Premises, viz.:— 
School-rooms 37 by 18 feet. 
Floor ............Good order. 

(One, a long dis 
Offices from the scho 
Playground 
Residence in want of repair. 

2.. Desks— 
ind .........Fixed against the wall. 
Quantity ......One long one. 

.Fsorsiilure— 

'ti, One shelf, others 
otherpixtures.) j 

much required. 

4. Books ............Fair supply. 

Registers— 
'a. Description B. S. B. RoiL 
5. Slow kept ...Neatly. 

(Insufficient; nocici 
Apparatus . or black board. 

Discipline ......Fair. 
Cleanliness ,. Good. 
Punctuality.. Fair. 

Sfoderate,but caret 
'B. Instruction " as far as it went. 

6 read moderately well Easy Lesson Book. 
8 read Rcad'uig Series No. 2 fluently. 

Is much practised throughout the school. 

20 copybooks, very carefully written, were shewn. 

All could write, more or less, from dictation; the 
majority wrote fairly. 

a 
10 12 12 tO 4. 

a 3. 
11 22 

'3 0 

tz 

Imperfect. 
Imperfect. 

REsrAIlxs :—The Revd. Mr. Elder examined in Reli-
gious knowledge, and the children acquitted them-
selves fairly. 

South 



REPORT FROM DENOMINATIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 13- 

South Kurrajong School.  

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO- INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF— 

1. Premises, viz.:— 
School-rooms 30 by 14? by 9 

Floor ... ....... 
Wood. 

Offices........Insufficient. 
Playground ,..Half an acre. 
Residence ......In repair. 

The Master's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
required Instruction to his Apprentices forming the character of the Appren. 
during the year now commencing. tices. 

Incapable. 

Desks— Report o 

Kind ............Fixed against the wall. 
Quantity ......Two 

Furniture— 
(Cupboards, '1 ir 5 ........... Orates, and s-None. Number 
other Fixtures.)) present at Total Jin 

(Fair supply; except 
Books I Aritl,metics.ofwhioh 

Examination. eac class 

Examination by Inspector. 

lot 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th TOTAL present in 
class, class, class, class, class, class. 

21 
13 

31 

six are wanting Holy Sor'ptures S read flu utly and intelligently in ° ew Testament 

2. Registers— 
a. Description D. S. B. RolL 
5. How kept ...Very neatly. 

Apparatus ...... .NiuielOOk much req 

(The children were 
Discipline quiet, orderly, and 

clean. 

Instruction .. Very imperfect. 

Fitness for train- U St-
ing apprentices 

(The Inspector will bear in mind 
under this head the state of the Children's 
knowledge of the Holy Seripturco, Cate-
chism, and Liturgy, and will invite the 
assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in 
this part of the examination.) 

Catechom 
4 were ofiered fOr examination on this subject, who 
acquitted themselves well. 

Liturgy............................ 
be Letters and Monosyllables 5 read imperfectly in the Easy Lesson Book, 

S read moderately in Reading Series. 

1 
Books and general 1 s read in 2nd book slowly and imperfectly. 
I Easy Narratives .............. 

- 
From 

OnSlates ..... 
On Caper 16 copy books were ohewn, carelessly written. . C'o, 4 wrote large hand imperfectly, and were unable 

From (On Slates 
Dictation. { to write from dictation. . On Paper 
Simple Rules ................. 

Rules 
2 worked easy sums in addition. The Teacher did 

the remainder to be tried. wish -q I Compound ..........not 
3 Proportion and l'ractice... 
Fractions................ 
Decimals ................. 
Iiighcr Rules ................ 

Geography .................... None, 
None, Grammar .................... 

History 
Singing.......................... 
Drawing 

10, ( (110w many?... ................................. Six. 
Classes ... Whether the same for all subjects . .Yes. 

(Shape...................................... 
°llec  t SVS For what subjects? .............. ......... Not used. (Add, after thenaine ofeach subject, a figure to denote REMARKS :—Thers was a small (so called) alphabet 

,< 
gro P 1 the number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) class, which the Master did not wish examined, 

Master .....................................One. The school-house is in want of repair. 
°s;.; ................:........:. Wifs. 

3fonitors Unpaid  ........................ Occasionally. 

Pennant Hills School. 

STATE OF SCHOOLS AS TO— I INSPECTOR'S OPINION OF- 

Promises, viz, 

School-rooms 
5 ch.y 19. 

Floor ..,.,,,,..,,,.,,,. Stone. 
Offices.................. Sufficient. 
Playground ......... Ample. 
Residence ............ Yes, 

Desks— 
Kind .................. Against the wall, 
Quantity ............ Two. 

S. Furniture— 
(,Cupboards, 'i 
(orates, and Insufficient. 
other Fixtures.) 

The Master's qualification to give the The Master, as a guide and example in 
required Instruction toLls Apprentices forming the character of the Appren- 
during the year now csmniuenciug. tices, - 

Yes_qualified. 

Ileport of Examination by Inspector. 

lot 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th I iOU 

class, class, class, class, class, class. I present in School, 

37 
31 

Girls Number Boys ............ present at Total mneach Examination, class ......... 

Books ..................Sufficient. Holy Scriptures..................... 
Catechism .......................... 

Registers— °° Letters and Monosyllables 
a. Description ......P. S. B. Roll. . Easy Narratives 
5. Mow kept .........Neatly. ' Books and general In- 

( fsrmation .................. 
6, Apparatus .........,..Insufficsent. bo From On Slates ...... 

.9 copy. On Paper 
Discipline .....,......Fair. From On Slates...... 
Cleanliness .........Fair. Dictation. On Paper...... 

instruction ......{ Fair throughout , ( 
the Sc ool, Simple Rules

Compound Rules ......... 
Proportion and Practice Fitness for train- I ..................lug apprentices.. 

,
JFractiools
Decimals .....................

(The Inspector will bear in mind .'lHigher  Rules .............. 
under this head the state of the Children's 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, Cats- ilfental Arithmetic 
chiom, and Liturgy, and will invite the Geography .......................... 
assistance of the Parochial Clergyman in Grammar 
this part of the examination.) History .............................. 

Singing .............................. 
Drawing .............................. 

10.1 (Hew many? ................................. 
Classes. Whether the came for all subjects 

(Shape ......................................... 
g . (For what subjects 7— Collective (Add, after the name of each subject, a figure to denote 

groups. (the number of Classes grouped for instruction in it.) 

umber 

(Master ......................................... 
is ,. I Assistants 

Teachers.Apprentices 

1.Monitors. { 

* 144—D 

Moderate knowledge. 
Moderate. 
14 read fairly Easy Lesson Book. 
26 2nd Class Book read fluently. 

New Testament, with some degree of expression. 

The copy books were carefully written. 
Moderate. 

in 23 A were rightin 
0 

S .3 
.9 ..9 

3 

: 
H 'if ii 

Fairly known. 
Moderate. 
Moderate. 

REMARKS :—The general aspect of this school Is very 
pleasing, and highly creditable to the teacher. 
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1858. 

?1egiøIattc a00CMIMP. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. 
(FURTHER APPENDIX TO REPORT FOR 1857.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 18 August, 1858. 

C. E. ROBINSON, EsQ. to THE COLONIAL SEcRETARy. 

Denominational School Board Office, 
Sydney, 22 July, 1858. 

SIR, 

Referring to the Report of the Denominational School Board for the year 
1857, I have now the honor, by direction of the Board, to forward the accompanying 
Statistical Documents, relative to the attainment of the Children attending the Schools 
under the Board, together with other matters of detail connected with the Schools. The 
Board directs me to say that this Return would have been forwarded at an earlier period, 
only that some of the documents from which the information has been collected were found 
to have been imperfectly filled in by the Teachers, and had to be returned for correction; 
this fact will also account for a slight difference appearing between the list of the number of 
Children on the Rolls now sent and that given in the Report for 1857. 

I have, &c., 

C. E. ROBINSON. 

THE HONORABLE 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

441—A 



FURT]IIER APPENDIX TO REPORT FOR 1857 

STATISTICS of SCHooLS connected with the 

NUMBERS. ATTAINJIIENTS. 

AVERAGE NO.154 READING. cb ARITHMETIC. 
-  

SITtAPION 

AND NAME OF 
o ATTENDANCE DURING DECEM- NO.00 

NO 
LAcNDRS 

OF 
LEARNING READING PAI  GRAM- H HIS- ' 

ERR QUARTER, CLASSES. FOR TO • IEASE RWITH ULES. IN FIRST COMPOUND MAR. TORY. SCHOOL. 
o ;ç- 

 Di ; _;. - 

IS 

James',Sydney ........ ISt. ) I 
109 
92 921 166  

69 39 
... 
281  66 67 61 3 1 

1.., 48,  
15 
44...50 

9 
62  

...... 

... l3o1._ H84g' 22 Infant 
St lhilips 73 

40 
2 1 6 62 5 

2 
1 
,,, 45, 
i 19 

40 
ol 

8 
59 

6 
40 21 

... 
54 74 24 Infant 76' 73 3 30 26 56 3 . 3 1 ... 20 18 10 8 14' 20 12 15 2 6 3 12 3 14 St.Andrew's 95'79 16' 32 34; 66 3.3 1 I 38  38 8 11, 40142 38 

............ 

38 8 11 46 4946 493033 Infant 123 101' 22 40 48j 88 4 s 1 .., 55. 68 ... 
Trinity 124122 2 5628 8243 794o179145 624316,2 9457945 .5J145 Infant 163 

27R 
188 s, 59 381 97 3 3 1 

1 
 96 67 ... ... .,. I 96 67 56 67 06 67 Christ Church 

Infant 2401 
264 
2291 

6,  
11,  
129 
102 

60' 
481  
189 
150 

4 
10 
4 

1 
... 31 
I 148 

17 
831 
142 
s 
18.  
4'  
1731 97 95 

14 
71. 78' 
2' 

16 148 77 102 38 10' 38 
Chippendale 2431 

°l 131 114 67 181 4  4 i  
... 

79 48' 68 

........ 

481 
30 
69 

8 
45 52 50 24 4 

, - 

Darliughurst 67'  66, 1. 36 52 4 4 26 ... 171 14 23 24 
68 14 0 54 68 

143. 134 86 
161  
42 98 4 ... 46 

81 14 14 17, 3 26 3 38' 25 36! 2.5 Surry SilOs 
112' 

9  
... 

4 54! Ii 12  53; 20 41 24 121 2 53 28 53 28 31! 
.................... 

108' 4; 70 70 - 81' 31 ... 79,  ,, 66 ,.. ' 251 ,, 53 ... 53 Paddington .................. 48 48' 20 13 33 3 3 21 11 8 8 291 19 12 8 4' 629; 19 15 14 
1691 
741731 
83 251 

134179143 
83 

22 36261O16.15 2O1415; 4161336 133615 

Glebe ........................ ...... 
..... 

26 58; 5 4 38 22 40 9 44' 9 42 

............. 

14 28 ... 20 4 20 4 0)) 4 

Balmain .......................... 

SLLeonard's 
95! 
36......... 

94! 1 
21 11' 32 3 3 15. 9 8 

.............. 

7 9 5 10 5 10 5 10 5 Newtown 48 15 63 6 4 7 29 10 4L 9 28 7 16 4 10 5 14 5 14; 5 Cook's River 84 83, 1 30 21 53 o 3 25 18 14 8 231 12 18 8 12 6 12 6 13 6 13 6 ° 
Pq 

....................... 

Lord's Forest 58, 50 8]  15 11 20 2 2 27 15 5 3' 121 6 ii 8! 3 2 5 2 1 1 45 20, 10 .70 4 4 15 9 

I  ........... 

13 8' 15; 8 4 S 8 1 7 7 6 0 

Pyrmont .......................... 

Enfield 
44  
66, 
36;  8  21 

231 
11 
18! 

32 
41 

4 
5 
4 1 

1 
8 

... 11 
6 23 22 9 19 5' 3 2 7 6 so 6 

I 66] ,.. 3 17 22 16 22 16 11 (1 11 10 II 10 11 10 11 10 55i 91; 4 43 42 85 4 4 1 ... 28 23 10 14 25,  30 10 11 9 71 8 17 8 14 9 11 
N 

Ashfield .......................... 
Burwood .......................... 

0788  9.32 35 6795 1,,. 30 36 13 32 2328 15 7 612121011 1212 
, Vacant I  

.............................. 

291 29 ... 8. 8 16 2 ' 2 1 , 7 4 6 8 1 ' 6 7 ... ... ... 4 2 7 

Ryde ................................. 

59' 59]  33 8 41 6 , 6 1 ... 20 2 27 10 30 10 22 4, 5 5 11 7 7 4 4 ° 

Pennantjffils .................. 
Castle Hill ......................... 

3fild ..................... 1081941144332,7566 1 4032231342202315118 5231321132313 N 

Dooral ..............................
Parramatta........................ 

Seven IJills .................. 39' 39 11 13 24 3 ' 4 1 9 10 12 8 14 12 9 91 12 6 ii 7 H . d 46 41' 5 17 17 34 6 1  7 8 14 8 19 15 9 7' 6 1 6 2 14 8 6 2 92, 89 3 271 33 59 6 1 .,, 20 14 22 36 17 33 10 21) 15 4 10 Il 10 6 8 55; 30 21 9' 26 35 6 '6 1 ... 2 3 .5 20 7 23 4 12 1 6' 3 10 s 10 4 4 

Windsor ........................ 
Richmond ..................... 

...... 

...... 

N  451 301 15 12 18 30 3 3 1 ... 18 17 4 6 5 5 4 4 
l 

N. Kurrajong ....... .......... 
S.Kurrajong .................. 

5s°5jPittTown 74 74.,, 2231)5255 1.., 172220153028201810 8121435141214 
" 0 

.................... 
'  56, 54 2 20 25 45 4  4 1 .,. 11 10 15 20 10 20 22 24 4 6 4 6 4 6 6 2 65) 60 5 32 20 52 7 , 7 1 ... 6 5 33 21 28 18 31 20 8 6 28 it 28 18 

4 
2 8 7171... 26285466 1, 161621181920 913 S 41613161:1 jr, 13 

W 01 34 34 ,., 10 8 18 2  2 1 ,,. 12 15 ' 6 ... 6 12 2 7 3 
Q 43 39 4 21 9 30 4 4 1 ... 14 10 11 7 73 12 8 10 3 ,,, 4 1 4 1 4 

Z 

Witherforce...................... 
Penrith ............................ 

Liverpool ..................... 113 101 12 55 33 88 6 6 ... 17 10 57 29 52 27 23 17 17 2 42 

3........ 

19 42 19 
6  
19 8 

SouthCreek ................... 
Emu Plains .................. 

Campbelltown 90! 79 11 281 28 56 5  5 1 ... 29 32 15 14 25 27 11 12 6 8 13 21 20 20 5 5 

Mulgoa ........................ 

22, 20 2 5 11 16 No Retoro 1 , ... 2 2 5 13 5 11 4 6 1 7 1 6 1 6 3 6 
z E.Bargo ........ ............ 28,26 2 6 51144 1.., 10 8 6 4 7 4 6 3 4 2 6 3 5 2 4 N 

..... 

521 52 ... 17 18 35 5 5 1 ,., 12 13 14 13 18 4 8 7 9 5 9 6 15 12 9  6 '  76; 76 .,, 34 23 55 5  5 1 ... 13 7 32 24 24 20 11 12 10 6 8 8 18 10 8 8 0 

Cobbity ........................... 

120'120 504999 8 1,,, 25273929685631371319131), 19291330 
14 

Appin ............................. 

Narrellan......................

Ifenangle 

...... 

29 29 8 14 22 3 1 ... 2 1 7 19 7 19 6 13 1 6 5 ii 5 o 35 35 ,,, 14 ii 25 '4 1 ... 6 . 6 10 13 10 13 7 8 6 6 6 6 6 8 6 6 

Camden .......................... 

Wollongong 71 65 6 26' 24 50 4 4 1 ... 16 13 22 20 24 17  18 12 12 10 12 8 1,2 8 12 8 2323 12 31533 1... 6 510 411 510 2 4 2 8 4 7 2 
r Macquarie River 17 17 7 6 13 1 1 1 ... 5 5 5 5 ... 2 

62] 37 25 29 14 43 4 4 1 .. 10 4 32 
......... 

16 26 12 14 31 9 4 20 32 11 8 8 Sutton Forest 26' 26 ,., 6! 9 18 3 1 ,,, 5 6 7 8 8 9 5 4 3 4 5 4 5 4 4 

Dapto ............................ 

Goulburn 87 87 ,,, 42 34 76 7 I 7 1 ... 8 7 40 32 26 24 30 27 10 5 25 21 25 21 3 

Kiama ............................ 

32 32 ,,, i& 8 26 3 ; 2 1 ... 6 3[ 10 4 11 4 10 4 3 6 6 6 
Yass ............................... 
Queanbeyan 491  49 .,, 17 19 36 2 2 1 ... 9 7 17 16 17 16 8 6 4 5 8 8 

. 
S 8 8 

Picton ............................... 

Canberry 25. 25 6, 8 14 4 1 ... 8 13 1 3 3 1 3 1 3 87! 75 12 47: 28 75 4 4 1 ... 12 12 43 20 38 14 20 15 22 2 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

25 8 30 8 24 6 
581 58 26 17 43 4 4 1 ... 30 15;  8 5 20 12 37 18 1 1 25 13 25 13 7 1 47] 47 11 16 27 3 3 1 ... 8 10 35 14 15 14 12 17 11 7 9 35 14 

Bathurst ..........................

Mittagong 
°l 
30 8 12 20 4 1 .,. 5 7 5 9 7 14 2 2 s 11 4 6 4 7 

Cob. .................... ....... 27.27... 7 13 20 1... 5 9 6 7 6 7 2 2 6 7 6 7 6 7 6 7 98 94 4 43 30 73 3 I 3 1 ... 23 23 37 15 37 15 40 30 20 8 20 15 20 15 

...... 

8 15 43 43 , 91 11 20 5 1 ... 5 3 7 11 6 12 9 8 3 4 4 fl 4 fl 4 fl 

Nelso .................................. 

Collector . Vacant 

Carcoar ............................... 

Gunning ' Do. 

Mudgee ............................... 
.......... 

11093 
25' 25 

1744458955 1... 21213632433322263527363236323632 

TJlladulla ............................. 

40! 37 
,,, 
3 

7 
14 

6 
9 
13 
23 

2 
3 
2 
1 

1 
1 

... 5 2 10 8 10 8  5 7 2 7 4 7 2 2 

I. 

Sofala ............................ 
Woonona......................... 

Jamberoo J I. 78 74 4 31 33 64 6 6 1 
... 15 

24 
8 10 7 15 9 10 12 4 ... 6 7 20 10 

Shoathaven...................... 
... 92 13 19 26 32 10 16 13 17 20 27 26 27 35' 19 

15171101137 519314835 358 2174 1477 3651 . ... 866 1793 1157 1260 83 707 391350 829 1361 8 9 6 

112485 296214210477 1... 38 23 33 30 41 30 40 27 20 7402740274027 - IMorpeth 
W. Ms.itland 115 86 29 38 21 59 6 4 1 ... 12 8 39 27 39 27 40 16 14 8 18 14 18 14 
11 Infant Vacant 18 14 

0 Newcastle 72 72  , 39 19 58 6 6 1 ,,, 16 8 32 16 24 12 12  7 16 8 16 8 16 8 16 8 
2 St. John's, Newcastle 200, 182 18 85] 66 151 7 5 1 ... 67 59 36 20 50 401 55 45 20 3 55 30 55 90 

B. Maitland 1161 111 51 48 39 87 7 7 1 ,,, 42 28 11 9 32 25' 22  '9 13 ii 10 11 10 
70 
II 10 N N. Brisbane 98 92 6, 46 42 88 2 4 2 1  35 35 16 12 23 18 40  30 10 6 16 32 IS 18 16 is 135 135 ... ' 35 28 61 313 1 ... 48 40 20 18 31 16 27 24 5 4 18 17 18 17 1) 6 Singleton.....  ................ 58 54 4 21 28 49 3 3 1 ... 12 14 13 19 17 231 30 12 8 10 12 13 12 13 

......................... 

Raymond Terrace ......... Vacant iz 13 

I Do. 
16 

57 ( 21 12 33 3 , 3 1 ... 19  l8i 12 8 23 14; 14 10 13 6 9 6 13 9 13 9 C'lifden ........................ I I I Vacant I 

Duoigog ............................ 

Muswcllbrook 0 
58 
122 

58 
122 

... 
' .,. 
It, 
43; 
161 
47 
33 
90 
5 
6 

5 
6 

1 
1 

... 19 
42 

10. 
42 

13 
17 
16 
21 
15 
35 
12 
30 

7 
15 

8 13 16 33 16 8 9 

......... ............ 

Hexham .......................... 
............... 

Scone ........................... 

Bolworrs. . ............ .................. 

87'87... 

...... 

30110  6033 1... 
... 

383011102320222:) 
30 11 12 17 

25272721476)) 
21 15 30 3 30 

128 

ToTAL .................. 

To 

........... 

144 144 
... 

39 51, 90 5 5 1 ... 14 20; 48 62 45 49: 28i 40 30 22 27 39 2' 39 39 

1 

65. 
42' 

53 
42 

12, 23' 
11 

24 
20 
47 
31 

5 
4 
6 
4 

1 
1 

,.. 20 
5 
19' 13 13 30 27 1& 20 II 9 14  13 22  17 Kempeey 

0  
,. , 
... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

4 
.,. 14 9 10 6 7; . 4 9 7 9 7 9 7 9 7 I ' 

E 
41 
so 

41  
50 ' 'l 10 32 3 3 

1 ... 10 21 17 12 17 12 5 7 32 5 7 5 17 12 17  12 ... 22, 151 37 1 ... ; 10 61 20 14,  20 14 6 7 15 5 16 8 14 6 14 6 

Ipowich ........................... 
...... 

I  
, 39, 38 8. 21j 29 3 5 1 ... 1 15, 8 121 9 15 ioj 13 3 1 8 61  8 

Kincumbar .................. 
1 74 74 
2525,,H14 

,., . 16 26; 42 4 
72133 

4 1 ... 20 39 9 6 0 15" 81 17 6 5 6 5! 6 6 

6........ 

5 5 
Z ........................ 1 22, 22 12 3 15 3 2 

1 
1 

7 
' 10 ... 

4,7 41 121  51 713 7 4 7 4 7 4 _4 

Armidale .......................
Portliacquarie................. 

Ellsbong 
:6060... 

... 

14' 82244 1... 22 
3 7 2' 
7151615161516 

17, 5 8' 2 9 
4 
3 . . .  

1151215126" 
7 3 

(1 
SI 

......................... 
St. Alban's ..................... 

jerrysPlaine  ..... .......... ... 
31 31 ..., 15 

I 
9 24 6 1 ... 12 19 ' 12 12. 2 2 3 1 2 6 4 1 4 1 

N 

E.  Go,'ford ..................... 

Mangrove .................... 
Iliticrs Forest ................ 

Lootock 
1 

1 
35 15 

1 
... 8] 30 18 

I 
4 1 

Vacant 
... ' 11 13 6 5 10! 

, 

10 4 5 6 5 4  4 6 5 Buchanan 

..... 

43' 43 ,,, 1) 12 23 5 1 ... 18 18 4 II 18' 31 11 
6 5 

0 
' ' Vacant I i 

l I 8  8 
R 

Gresford ........................ 

M'Lcay River.................. 

32 32 ... I 7 1) 18, 4 4 1 , ... 2 1 10 

....... 

18 9 10 3' 4 4 2 2 41 .5 5 0 Laguna , 32 12 ... 8' 8 16 3 3 1 ; ... 10 11 4 7 ... ' .. 4 41 3 .5 4 7! 
2 3 

Fo I tude Vy.  82 it 6 30 31 66 1 61 1 25 19 20 18 18 1 20 16 10 8 20 18 20 18 2 0 IS 
0 1.' 

Ecclestone ........................... 

J I 

Cassius ...... ...  .......... ........ 

56 
28 

56. ,,, 32 
1318 
19 5)' 

21 
3 I 
312 
4 1 

1  
' ,,, In 
lO ... 

1,6 
6, 
12 
6 
6 
4 
is! 6' 

8 
12' 4 2 2 7 51 7 5 S'laryborough ........... ............. 

281 ... 101  81 8' 6 5 7 6; J'atereon ...................... 

TOTAL '214320231120! °1 
681 1476' I 6181  5561  468 5 ... 

hI 4 9 5 202 411 3 41 5051 4121 355 



587 
OF THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. 

Denominational Board of Education in New South Wales. 

DATE 
N 

SCHOOL ROUSES. 

RE1AP.IS, 
OF LAST TEN URE WHETHER 

OF (52 WHETHER rn FURNISHED WITH EWUNA'cION AS FURNISHED Br THE LocA' BOARDS. 
1857. SCHOOL N 

GooD REPASS. 
NECESSARY 

94 HOUSE. , OUT-BUILDINGS. 

22 September 200 Yes. 
22 December 200 Furnished. 
15 December.  138 Furnished. 
16 December 100 

Freehold .......15 66by41 

Furnished. 
18 December.  100 

Freehold .......18 66 41 
Freehold .......l3. 46 ,, 23 

No Return ... 12 46 ,, 17 Furnished. 
18 December.  100 Furnished. 

120  Freehold .......21 42 20 Bad .......... .............. Furnished. 
21 Dec., 1855 120 Freehold .......21 30 ,, 20 Bad ......................... Furnished. 
15 Sept., 1816 130 Crown Grant 12 65 ,, 17 

Good ...................... 

Furnished. 
20 Nov., 1854 100 

Freehold ........... 

Crown Grant 12 39 18 Furnished. 
No Return. 150 

No lietursi ........ 

Crown Grant 12 50 25 Furnished. 
17 December 200 Freehold .......18 60 ,, 24 

24 

Good ...................... 
Good ...................... 
Good ...................... 

Furnished. 
Furnished There is a Master's residence. 150  Freehold .......16 60 ,, 

Good ...................... 

18 December 100 

Good ...................... 

Furnished. 
17 December 110 

Freehold .......16 40 ,, 18 
Furnished. 

21 December 80 
Freehold .......17 50 22 
Freehold .......12 48 16 

Good ...................... 
Good ...................... 

Furnished. 
20 October .... Rented .......16 36 18 

Good ...................... 
Good ...................... 

Efforts are being made to erect a building for this School. 
24 December 80 

Good ...................... 
Good ...................... 

Good ......................... There is a Teacher's residence. 
50  
Freehold ........0. 30 ,, 16 

Very good ................ 
Satisfactory ............. 

There is a Teacher's residence. 
21 October 100 

Rented ........8 13 24 
No Return ... 20 38 18 

No Return ................ 

The out-buildings are stated to be in ruins. 2 July ..........

No Return. 300 Freehold .......14 36 18 
Good .......................... 

Not furnished. 
22 December .. Rented ......i No Return 

Good .......................... 
There is a Teacher's residence. 

19 June ......... 

21 October 80 No Return ... 12 40 ,, 20 

Good ..........................

Undergoing repair 

.  

................. 

There is a Teacher's residence. 
23 October 80 Freehold .......15 40 18 Out of repair ............. There is a Master's residence. [Teacher's residence. 
December 100 Freehold .... 11 30 16 Good ............. ............ 

Not furnished .......... 

The conduct of the School is highly satisfaetory..There is a 

6 May .......... 

4 Jan., 1858 100 Freehold .......12 42 ., 19 

.............

Good .......................... 

Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ 

There is a residence. The Local Board speak highly of the Teacher. 

No Return. 30 No Return ... 10 18 ,, 12 

Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ 

Vacant. 
There is a Teacher's residence. 

21 December 70 No Return ... 9 45 12 

Furnished ................ 

There is a residence. 
18 December 120 Freehold .......14 50 18 

Not furnished .......... 

A new School House has since been erected.—(Freehold.) 
23 November.  80 Freehold .......8 35 ,, 18 

Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ 

These are out of repair 
11 December 80 Freehold .......14 40 ,, 20 

Furnished ................ 

There is a Teacher's residence w. 
15 October 100 No Return ... 9 40 14 Furnished ................ There is a Teacher's residence. 
22 December No Return ......I ... .............. .. Good ......................... Furnished ................ There is a Teacher's residence. 
37 November 9 10 14 Not furnished. 
19 November.  90 

Bad ......................... 
Very bad ...................
Indifferent ................ 

Furnished ................ 

Furnished ................ 
Furnished 

A Master's residence. 
A Master's residence. 19 November.  

22 June ......... 
18 December 

100 
100 
80 

Govt. Grant 16 42 ,, 16 

No Return ................ 
Good ......................... 
Good ......................... 

No Return ................

Good ......................... 

. 

Furnished. 
Furnished ......... ...... There is a Master's residence. 

14 December 100 Govt. Grant 12 36 18 

Good ......................... 
Bad ......................... ................

Unfurnished. 
11 November 80 

Freehold .......15 40 ,, 18 

Indifferent ................ 
. 

There is a Master's residence. 
23 December 60 

Freehold .......16 60 ,, 20 

Govt. Grant 8 .50 15 
Good.........................
Tolerable ............. .... 

Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ There is a Master's residence. 

22 December 120 

Freehold .........36 ,, 18 

Crown Grant 12 40 16 

. 

Not furnished .......... There is a Teacher's residence. 
14 December.  50 

Freehold .......10 21 18 
Good ......................... 

. 

The School Room is provided by the Teacher. 
26 October 40 

Rented ........9 22 17 
No Return ... 9 I 20 ,, 13 furnished . [for the Ohildren. 

13 October 100 Freehold .......12 05 18 Very bad .................. . 

Furnished ................ 

The Local Board remark strongly upon the bad provision made 
24 September 100 

. . . .  

Freehold .......12 40 18 

Tolerable ................ 

Out of repair ............. 
Much wanted ........... 
Yes, but imperfectly Furnished with residence—out of repair. 

24 November.  60 Freehold .......15 82 16 

Good ......................... 
Bad ......................... 

Good ...................... ...
Good 

Tartly ...................... 
Furnished 

There is a Maoter'I residence. 
There is a Master's residence. 12 November.  

9 November.  
60 
35 
Freehold ......8 22 19 
Rented ........8l 12 ,, 10 

16 80 20 Freehold ....... 
Tolerable ................ 
Very bad ...... ............ 

................ 
Furnished 
Furnished 

[Teacher—A Teacher's residence is supplied. 
An examination, held December 22, was highly creditable to the 22 December 

16 September 
80 
70 Freehold .......10 21 20 

.........................

Very bad .................. 
................ 

Furnished ................ There is a Teacher's residence. 
No Return 40 Rented .......12 2113 Out of repair ............ No ............................ A Master's residence is furnished. 
7 December 60 Freehold .......16 40 20 

. 

Bad ......................... 

. 

Furnished ................ There is a Master's residence. 
22 December . 

.  

No Ret. Freehold ........8 20 ,, 12 No ............................ There is a Master's residence. 
18 December.  100 A Master's residence. 
29 June 70 

Freehold .......14 28 14 
Freehold .......8 34 13 

Extremely bad .......... 
Indifferent ................ 
Good ......................... There is a Master's residence. 

21 December.  80 Freehold .......9 25 ,, 14 Indifferent ................ There is a residence. 
22 December 50 

NsRet. 
On sufferance 9 27 ,, 12 

A School Room appears 
Good ..........................
to be provided by the Master.  

There is a residence. 
The Local Board speak highly of the Teacher 21 December. 

7 December.  60 A Master's residence. 
18 December 86 

Govt Grant 8 24 19 
Very bad .................. 
No Return 

Yes ......................... 
Furnished ................ 

No. 
No. No Return 

18 December 40 

Freehold .......12 30 18 
Rented ..........9 26 ,, 12 

,, 

Out of repair ............. 

Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ 

No .............. ............. There is a Master's residence. 
23 December.  48 

Freehold .......10 16 12 
................ 

Yes ......................... 

Furnished ... ............ There is a Teacher's residence. 
11 November.  50 Freehold 8 35 ,, 15 

Good ......................... 
Good ......................... 

There is a Master's residence provided. In good repair .......... Not furnished ......... 
No Return. 

.  

No Return. 
30 November.  100 

60 

Freehold .........16 ,, 16 

Free .............12 42 ,, 15 
Freehold 8 25 15 

Bad .............. ......... 
Incomplete 

Yes ......................... 
Furnished ................ 

. 

.There is a residence. 
There is a Teacher's residence. 21 July 

21 December.  00 
,, 

On oufferance 12 20 ,, 12 Furnished ........ ........ There is a Master's residence. 
26 January 100 Freehold .......11 40 20 Good .... ................... Notfurnished ............ .There is a Teacher's residence. 

18 December 150 Free .............22 44 ,, 24 

................ 
Bad .......................... 

Furnished ................ 

.  

There is a Teacher's residence. 
18 December 100 Free .............14 40 18 No Return. 

- Vacant. 
18 December 80 Free .............12 25 ,, 14 

Good ......................... 

There is aresideuce. 
No Return 
No Return. 

250 
130 

Free .............20 53 ,, 18 
Govt Grant 14 45 ,, 27 

Good ......................... 

Good ......................... 
Good ......................... There is a residence. 

There is a Teacher's residence. 
7 I'.'ovenaber.  130 Govt Grant 10 50 22 

Out of repair ........... .. 
Good ......................... There is a residence. 

There is [examination. a residence. No Return 150 Free .............12 50 25 
8 17 16 

Fair ......................... 
Dilapidated ............... 

.Furnished ... ............ 
Furnished Ditto. The Local Board speak highly of the result of the 

17 December 75 Vacant. 
Rented ...........,, 

Vacant. 
No Return 80 Free ............10 36 ,, 18 Goad....................... 

Furnished ................ 

There is a residence. 

16 December.  4.5 Free .............10 33 ,, 13 Tolerable .... ............... 

Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ 

Vacant. 

Furnished 
e is a residence. [ment. Ther 

sp There is a residence—The Local Board eak well of the manage- 
17  December  120  Free  ............10 30 24 Free .10 40 18 ............  

Good .........................
Good 

................ 

There is a residence. 30 September 
18 December.  90 Free ............12 33 ,, 20 Not good .................. 

..Not furnished .......... 

Insufficient ............. 

There is a residence. 
9 October 80 Govt Grant 11 36 17  

Return 10 36 13 
Tolerable .................. 
Bad 

.............. ... 
Furnished ................ 
Furnished ................ 
.Furnished.  

There is a residence. 10 December 60 
100 

No ... ,, 

Free 12 00 15 ............ ,, 

......................... 

Furnished ................ 
Furnished ........ ...... There is a residence. No Return 

18 December 50 Free ............10 20 ,, 15 

..........................
Good .........................
Good ......................... .There is a residence. 

. 

( There is a  residence.—The  School is held three days in the week 
No Return 8.) U. 13 33 ,, 19 Free 1 ...L. 13 30 ,, 18 

Goad 1 
Bad ç ...................... at Upper, and three days at Lower Mangrove. 

11 September 50 Free ............8 30 15 Good Furniohed ....  ...........  
There is a  residence.  
There is a residence. 15 December . 50 Free ............8 20 ,, 15 

Furnished ................ 

There is a residence. No Return. 50 .. Free ............8 40 ,, 18 

ho ........................ 

No Return .... 60 
1.50 

Rented 18 28 ,, 13 
Free No Return 

Tolerable ................... 
........................

Good ......................... 

Furnished ....  ........ .... 

Furnished. 
There is a residence. No Return.... ............. 

Fair ......................... 
Incomplete ................ 

Furnished ................ 

Vacant. 

. 

No Return.... 50 Free ............9 20 ,, 15  
20 22 16 

Good ........................ 
Good 

Not furnished .......... 

.Not furnished. 
There  is a residence. No Return .... - 50 Free ............ ,, ....................... Furnished ................ 

Vacant. 
9 November. 50 Free ............10 30 ,, 15 Good ........................ Furnished ................ There is a residence. 
No Return.... 50 Free ............10 32 ,, 16 Good ........................ Furnished ................ There  is a residence.  
No Return .... 150 Govt. Grant 12 60 ,, 22 Good  ....................... ..Not furnished. 
December . 80 Free ............10 40 ,, 20 12 30 16 

Good........................
Very bad  ................... 

Furnished. 
There is a residence, but it is much out of repair. 

11 December . 50 CIa. property ,, .Not furnished .......... 



FURTHER APPENDIX TO REPORT FOR 1857 

STATISTICS OF ScHooLs, &c.—coninued. 

NUMBERS. JtTIAINMENTS. - 

SITUATION i N 0 AVERAOENO.INI - READING. t ARITHMETIC. 
0 . ATTENDANCE NO. OF 

-1  

0,0. OF H 
GR AND NASIE OF URIf 

EERQUARTE CLASSES. TERS 
  READING ml 
MAR. TORY. 

_ _- _- , _---.. _-. _ 

o 

........ 
ol°  

....... 

1 142 136 6 61 50 111 7 7 1 ... St. Andrew's, Sydney 21! 39 55 27 56 19 31 24 19 7 50 36 50 36 41 29 
Pitt-street , Vacant 

8 
14 Parramatta 

15 
97 
15 
94 
... 
3 58 
8 
16 
2 10 
74 
2 1 
5 

1 
1 
.. 3. 1 3 0 

27 12 401 1'2 51 12 
3 6 3 1 1 8 3 8 3 
801 12 21 1 42 8 42 8 15 

8 3 

8181... 45246977 1... 
... 

22, 721117130 6 201 14271020102010 2610 
105 105 ... 49 32 81 4 4 1 ,.. 30 24 3.3' 101 31 15 20' 6 12 8 18 9 7 9 

Paddington.......................

Goulburn 59 59 ... 2.5 24 49' 3 3 1 ... 14 14 20' 11 13 14 17 8 15 9 17 10 21 19 21 12 
3 52 52 ... 25 22 17 5 4 1 ... 13' Il 14 14, 11 15 12 12 15 12 19 18 19 38 

& 
19 18 

. W. Maitland .................... 

30 23 13 15 13 31 4 4 1 ... 9• 7 12, 8 8 6 6 7 3 6 4 4 2 4 2 

Bathurot .......................... 

70 70 ... 2.5 23 48 3 3 1 .. 16 10 221 20 14 13 181 13 10 6 ii 11 11 U 11 ii 

02 Ilorpeth ........................ 
Windsor ........................ 
Charcoal Creek .............. 
Woolloomooloo .............. 
Campbelltown ............... 

S St. Leonard's 

.0  

5 
110 
67 
72 

116 
67 
69 

... 

... 
3 

53 
25 
32 

37 
33 
16 

00 
58 
48 

5 5 
3 4 
6 4 

1 
1 
1 

... 

... 
441 29 291 17 42 25 
3 4 20' 25 20 28 
25 19 16, 12 16 12 

401 21 8 3 29 17 29 1 
81 9 10 12 20 28 2(1 '28 
8 7 5 7 6 3 0 3 

6 
14 
6 
16 
3 ... 

71  5 Portland Head 41 41 ... 13 18 31 4 4 1 ... 11' 15 8 10 10 8 7 5 7, 8 6 6 6 6 
................. 

Newcastle 
Shoalhaven .................. 

83 
79 
83 
75 
... 
4 
41 
33 
26 
20 
67 
53 
5 4 
4 4 

1 
1 
... 
.. 

27, 22 23 11 38 15 
29 22 15 13 25 10 

12 18 TO 3 81 1 18 .,, 
14 9 11 6 16 9 16 9 

8 

64 64 ... 38 24 62 4 3 1 ... 131 10 26 15 14 13 9 7 8 4 2 1. 2 0 
.......... 

03  53 .., 24 14 38 4 1 ... 211 8 91 13 17 15 9 6 8 10 8 11 11 11 
...... Dapto .................................. 

j 34 34. 191029 2 2 3 6'513I511583fl3636 
Portree ............................... 
Dingo Creek ................ 

TOTAL ............ 12661217 29 592 404 996 330259891 252 425 262 273 190 211.  1102931 190 296186 179110 

f York-street, Sydney 

........ 

1 111 111 47 30 77 6 5 

............ 

1 .. 26 29 35 21 25 16 16 12 13 5 9! 9 24 9 
Chippendale 199 199 78 36 114 1 ... 79 53 421 23 60 37 39 29 21 8 421 25 42 25 42 25 C Hay-street Vacant 
Surry Hills...............5 114 114 56 32 88 6 6 1 26 38 44 26 48 26 24 20 24 6 32 26 32 26  

..... 

10 10 
Infant ......1 1 

Newtown...................1 oi < 169 157 12 86 54 140 12 12 1 33 31 631 37 69 44 37 28 30 12 28, 14 39 34  16 10 

60 60 ... 20 14 38 
... 

3 3 
1 
1 9 5 28. 18 21 11 

........... 

10 5 11 2 9 5 9 5 9 5 
S W. Maitland 50 50 ... 29 11 40 5 3 1 

.... 

.,, 22 11 14: 3 14 3 

, ............................ 

Lane Cove 42 41 1 22 15 37 5 5 1 ., 10 5 14 11 13 10 

I ................ 

7 8 6 2' j3i 10 10 10 5 1 

N Windsor ........................... 

I. 5838 ... 13  15  28 5 5 1 

....................... 

15 12 15' 16 17 13 

10 1 4 2. 14 3 14 3....... 

Castlereagh ..... ...................

TOTAl, ............ 355 207 562 222 164 255 109 263 162 

11987' 71 17 15.... 
154 112 117 41 154 99 190 107 803 

I nfa nt .................. 

790 1.3 82 51 

157 43... I Parramatta-st., Sydney. ' f393 36139... 139 8 ,., 

.............. 

1 .. 106... 87... 76... 52'... 45..., 76... 76 
Girls 

......... 

132 101 31 ... 119 119 3 .,. 48 ... 81 ... 84 ... I• 48 ... 84 ... 84 ... 1 84 ... 80 
Infant 148 94 54 40 91 131 2 3 1 ... The Children are Infants; there is no Return of this nature. 

Kent-street, North 105 105 80 ... 80 6 1 , 301 I --' 571 28 I 75 .-. ' 75 20 
Girls 91 91 16 55 71 2 6 1 7 40 36 36 ,, 30 ... 1 9 20' 20 ... 20 

Church Hill ............5 176 109 67 30 121 .151 4 8 1 ,., 29 26 76 59 54 231 59 59 ... 42 

Kent-street, South 120 114 6 

. . . . . . . . . . .  

60  60 6 .., 
1  
1 

... 
34 86: 64 29 28' ...' 60 .-. ! 60 18 

Infant 97 80 17 17 63 80 1 5 1 9 17 16' 53 10 

, ................1 

... 6 ... 6 10' ... Jo ... 
Macquarie-street 51 51 36 36 5 1 

.... 

• 19 32' 15 

...  

16 ... I 12 10 ... 18 
.  
,. 4 
... 

Infant 128 
234 
108 
232 

20 
2 
26 
133 

63 89 
133 

2 3 
4 

1 
1 

18 30 •.. I 36 34 
100 114' 110 

4 32 
.. J 20 30 ., 34 

80 ... ' 120, 134 ... 134 80 
23 

11 Infant 100 87 13 78  78 .. 6 1 36 ... , 48 . 26 18 ... 8 ... 161 ... 26 6 
Camperdown ...............' 
Eedfern 

176 
111 
166 
103 

10 
8 
68 
33 
47 
41 
115 
74 

7 
4 4 

1 
1 
,,. 47 42 52, 35 59 35 
20 38 12 20 11 20 

28 25. 21 10 52 15 52 35 
8 10, 7( 12 4 161 

20 16 

Surry Hills.......................

Sussex-street 54 51 3 40 40 6 
... 
... 

. . . . . . . . .  

26 . 15' ... 1.5 ... 
3 14 

23 10 ... 7 ... 7 7 
4 ..........................

Girls 83 52 31 8 42 50 ... 7 ... 6 40 I 27 ... 20 ... 12 ... 7 ... 14 ... 14 ... 10 
Castlereagh-street 151 313 18 27 96 123 6 ... 16 40 11.' 56 6 56 6 26 ... 30 6 56 6 5 

7 
6 56 

Waverley ..................... 42 42 14 15 29 6 ... 12 10 7J 13 6 9' 10' 1 1 6 9 6 9 
64 64 17 23 40 4 ... 12 22 3 6 14 22 1(1 18 2 4 3 61 3 6 

..... 
7 10 

Parramatta .................. 131 113 IS 53 43 96 6 .,, 42 35 14 15 30 30 19 17' 10 8 .13 121 24 22 14 12 

..... 

45 39 6 15 20 35 4 ... 5 9 8 6 11 9 6 4 3, 3 3 3 7 6 3 3 

Balmain .......................... 

I 65 
44 
63 
44 

2 22 
14 
15 
12 
37 
26 

3 
3 

1 
1 
... 
... 
15 6 13 33 14 13 
6 6 6 8 6 

9 12 41 1 8 9' 8 8 
8 4 ... 1 2 6 6 6 6 

..... 
6 6 

Liverpool 40 39 1 16 19 35 4 1 .. 3 9 6' 4 8 7 4 7 51 ... ' 4 2 4 2 4 2 
Campbefltowu 93 82 11 33 37 70 3 1 16 14 20' 20 36 34 20 151 20, 18' 20 181 20 18 20 18 

Petereham .................... 

Ifenangle 81 81 32 35 67 4 1 
... 
... 56 271 121 16 16 16 6 7 6 6 12 121 1.9 

..... 

36 30 

Infant ...j .............. 

6 9 12 21 4 ... 11 5' 8, 12 14 16 6 81 5. l 14 16 19 17 
16....... 

8 12 

Concord ........................... 

Irish Town ........................ 

37 32 5 16 13 29 4 1 ... 8 6 9 9 10 30 10 i; 9 51 8 8 7 8 6 6 
StLeonard's 35 35 13 22 33 3 3 1 ,.. 9 121 4 10 8 10 6 10 .,. 4 8 4 11 4 4 6 

........................... 
Appin ............................... 

Newtown Vacant 

Prospect ............................ 

45 45 16 24 40 2 3 1 ... 6 11' 12' 16 6 18 6 10 2 4 2 2 4 6' 
W. Maitland 88 88 75 ... 75 F i ... 29 00 47 .. 23 22  

° B. Maitland ................. 
21 
'6 

87 
102 73 

87.......
29 32 

74 
24 
74 
56 
... 6 
4 4 

1 
1 ... 

40 ... 36 40 
29 20 14 13 25 21 16 12 81 7' 15 15 15 15 

...... 

6 5 

O Pyrmont ............................ 

9286 629366144 1... 2426161218201011 6' 8114 361416.1416 

Girls .............. 

C.. Sforpeth ....................... 
I Singleton ..................... 

O Raymond Terrace 
53 
45 
53 
4-5 

14 
22 
17 
35 
31 
37 
6 6 
4 3 

1 
1 
... 5 6' 20 22 17 11 

6 4 12 10 12 10 

32 ... I 22, .. 24 ... 36...... 

10 12 2' 2' 7 8 7 81 
2 3 101 7 10 10 7' 

7 
10 
8 
7 ... 

& El Miller's Forest 
6 

48 48 16 27 43 4 4 1 ... 7 5 2 13 4 15 3 10 5' 2 5 2 11 
15 3 1' •.. I 2 10 31 

1 5 
48 
48 
48 
48 
.., 
... 
19 
23 
14 
17 
33 
40 
4 4 
No Return 

1 
1 
... 
. 
16 19 9 2 16 6 
6 5 20 11 20 19 7 9 8 5 13 10 25 23 5 

... 
4 

Rosebrook 62 56 6 15 20 35 8 6 1 ... 18 17 8 33 18 18 14 10 8, 8 12 12! 14 14 5  5 
'Windsor 92632043216844 

32 
1... 261620153420253712 

4 11 
4h16 11116111611 

6 

5 Newcastle --------------------- 
U 5 Armidale....................... 

Cattai Creek 33 
62 
20 
61 
4 
1 
14 
17 12 

26 
29 
2 2 
3 3 

... 

.,. 
5 8 12 8 

7 6 16 17 12 10 
6 8, 6 10 71 10 7 
16 12' 7 6 5 61 6 6 

50 
5 
7 
6 

......................... 

75 7.5 30 29 59 4 1 ... 18 16 22 12 24 22 14 11 8 61 16 12 16 12 16 10 
O Richmond ....................... 

South Creek 42 42 
6363... 

20 11 
24204455 

31 4 3 ... 6 31 19 14 25 17 1716118122116 
12 9 8, 4' 16 10 16 10 

911' 9 3117 617 6116 
8 4 

l'enrith .......................... 

Wollongong 
Charcoal Creek 92 87 5 29 45 74 7 7 

... 

... 8 11 32 36 32 39 6 61 17 15 32 39 32 39 17 15 
.................. 

48 48 22 14 36 3 3 .. 12 8 15 13 20 18 14 9' 8 9 20 13 20 13 5 
41 41 
65 

19 
21 
12 31 3 3 

I 
... 7 6 16 7 23 13 

16 12 
157 4. 2 23 13 23 13 23 13 

3'amberoo ..................... ....

W. Gooford 
65 
23 21 2 10 

23 
12 
44 
22 
5 5 
3 3 

1 
1 
... 14 30 13 15 

6 5 9 5 6 
10 121 12 0 10 9 JO 10 
3 41 3 5 

4 3 
Shoalhaveu .................. ---- 

30 30 15 13 28 3 3 1 
... 
... 6 41 9 II Il 12 

i 5 5 5 
4 10, 5 1 5 6 

5 6 
Broulee .......................... 

Goulburn 
Collector 

75 
51 
68 
33 

7 28 
18 
26 
12 
54 
30 

... 
4 4 

1 
1 
.., 24 38' 7 6 14 18 

12 8 8 5 8 5 
. .......... 6 10 4' 5 6 101 6: 10...... 
5 

Kincumber .............. -... ----- 
...................... 

30  30 15 7 22 
... 
10 10 12 4 

4 4 4 1 8 5 8 ...... 
Bungonia 

-----  

I 1 ... 6 4 5 2' 10 4 19 10 4 10 4 
--------------------------

'Queanbeyan 6363... 29 27 56 

- 

44 1... 2016 9311312 911' 92 9 11 oh 911 
57 57 14 21 35 2 2 1 ... 5 6 6 12 7 13 '7 9' 41 6, 1 6' 3 6 -- 

..................... 
Bungendore ................. 

152 152 12 23 35 4 4 1 .,, 26 37 30 57 46 82 22 34 ii! 461 30 591 40 59 2 4 Burrowa ......................... 
100106 
44 44 

2 54 
14 

47 
13 
101 
27 4 

1... 2520,3330 36 26' 
18 17' 5 4 13 71  

1515181333 30' 33' 30 
5 4' 7 8 1 3! 4 4 

6... 
Mudgee I 4 1 ... 4 5 

Girls 
Infant 

113 
51 
107 
47 
80 

6 
4 
79 

11 

... 
27 
43 

79 
27 
54 

No Return 
I 
1 .,, ' 1.2 ... 67 67 ... j .., 51 ... 51 

15 ... I 10 50 50 ... I 50 

Yaos ................................ 
.......................... 

Sofals. ....................... ., 
95 
61 52 

16 
9 15 18 33 

4 
4 , 4 

1 
1 
... 
,., 
14 66' ... 16 6 
8 12 6 6 6 12' 6 6 3 3 ... I 

Bathuret .......................... 

30 30 11 9 20 3 3 1 ... 5 4, 10 11 121 31 

... 46 ... SI .. 51 ... 51...... 

.  
8 4 5 7 10 11 10 11 10 Ii Hartley ......................... 

Sutton Forest ............... .... ' 44 
43 
44 
43 

12 
15 
16 
17 
28 
32 
2 2 
3 3 

1 
3 
.., 101 9 12 13 15 17 
17' 3.5 61 5 11' 8' 

............ 

4 6 6 71 3 7. 3 6 
8 6 4 31 4 5' 2 3 

5 
3 
7 
2 Berrima ......................... 

196 106 92 96 188 2 2 1 
... 
... 51 44, 6 10 39' 331  

30 -------------... 30 
.... 

31 26 15 121 14 15. iii 151 14 15 Brisbane ..........................

Reidsdale 
Ipswich............................. 161 

50 
102 
50 
09' 35 
12 

37 
181 

72 
30 

5 . 5 
4 1  6 

1 
1 

... 

... 

36 40 4 5 13 191  
7 9 8 13 9 14 

12 13 4 2 4 2' 5' 6 
8 11 6 £ 5 7' & 10 

4 2 

ooly Camp 
I Albury ......................  J 1 67 67 30 

I 
SOJ 50 

I 
4 4 1  

Vacant 

I 
I 

20 12 20 15 12 15! 
I I 

16 10 24 8 12 14 12 14 12 14 

TOTAL ............ .......  . H41155fl   ----  ---- ----  ---- 112231123 1196 53911021 
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OF THE DENOMINATIONAL SOHOOL BOARD. 5 

STATISTICS OF SCHOOLS, &c.—continuccj. 

DATE 

OP LAST TENURE 

EXAMINATION, 5 OP 
r 

1857. ScHooL 
.80 

HOUSE. 

17 December. 150 Govt. Grant. 
Free ............ 

No Return ... 300 Free ............ 
18 December. 100 Rented ....... 
18 December. No Return......... 
23 December.  100 Free ............ 
15 December. No Return. 
18 December. 100 Free ............ 
18 December. 50 Rented ......... 

60 Free ............ 21 May ..... ......
10 December. 150 Free ............ 
24 December. 50 In fee ........ 
23 December. 60 Govt. Grant 
10 December. 60 Free ............ 
18 December. 40 On eufferance 
23 December. 100 Uncertain 
1 October ... 100 Free 
None No Return......... 

24 December. 45 Free ............ 

No Return... 
Vacant. 
10 43by18 
14 27,,15 

9jj  29 19 

16 40  20 
9 24. ,, 12 
8 24  16 
14 48  24 
10 26  15 
7,, 22 12 
1522,,16 
7 20 12 
7 36,15 
14 1.315 
7 26 15 
9 35,,15 

Good...................... 

Yes........................ 
Yes........................ 
No.......................... 
Verybad ............... 

Yes....................... 

Yes...................... 
Yes....................... 
Yes. 
Yes...................... 

Yes .......................... Yes. 
Yes. 
No ......................... 
Yes. 
No ......................... 
No .......................... 

Yes..........................
Verybafi................. 

No. 

Yes ......................... 

No. 

Yes..........................
Yes.......................... 

Yes. 

Yes...........................
Tolerable .................... 

Yes ....................... 
Yes .......................... 
No............................ 

Yes.......................... 
NoReturn .......................................... 

No. 

There is a residence. 
The Teacher rents the premises. 

Two rooms are supplied for the Teacher's use. 

There is a residence. 

There is a residence. 
There is a residence. 

There is a residence. 
There is a residence. 

REIIAItKS, 

As FURNISHED BY THE LOCAL BOARDS. 

There is a Teacher's residence. 

17 December 300 
No Return ....  200 

19 December. 200 

17 December. 153 

3 December. 80 
23 December. 120 
23 December. 80 
25 February.. 50 

9 2442 
20 4525 

15 5820 

12 40 23 

10 2814 
11 1 40  15 
36 40 ,, 30 
9 27  15 

Yes..........................Yes ....................... 
Yes..........................Yes. 

Yes .........................Yes. 

Yes..........................Yes ....................... 

Yes..........................Yes ........................ 
Yes ..........................Yes. 
Yes..........................Yes ........................ 
No............................No. 

There is a residence. 

[have been satisfactory. 
There is residence.—The reu1t of the exa2oination is stated to 

[factory. 
The result of the examination1ecms to have been highly satis- 

There is a residence. 

- December... 
8 December

,
200 

8 December. 1.50 
10 December. 100 
10 December. 100 
9 Decemb. . 

00 9 Decemb. 
14 December. 100 
14 December. 100 
18 December. 100 
—December. 120 
15 December. 200 
15 December. 139 
18 December. 104 
17 December. 100 
10 December, 80 
10 December. 100 
16 December. 150 
SJuly.  ........ .70 
19 June 100 
18 December 300 
22 December. 80 
22 December. No 
No Return 80 
22 December. 70 
22 December. 96 
17 December. 75 
None 70 
Ijune 60 
22 December .... 

No Return ... 50 
21 December. 200 
22 December .... 
19 December. 100 
No Return 100 
18 December. 1.50 
17 December. 150 
No Return ...... 
8 April 200 
18 December. 60 
10 December. 70 
No Return 90 
15 December. 50 
8 December. 100 
17 December. 100 
73 June . 40 
4 December. 100 
22 December. 70 
No Return ... 70 
73 December. 41 
21 December. 75 
No Return ... 60 
26 June 50 
23 December. 250 
18 December. 100 
No Return 80 
21 December. 80 
17 December. 40 
30 November. 80 
21 December. 100 
35 December. 70 
22 November. 100 
21 December. 
21 December. 
21 December. 60 
No Return ...... 
18 December. 40 
21 December 00 
No Return 180 
22 December. 80 
12 October 60 

29 December. 120 

Govt. Grant16 70 ,, 30 Yes ........................... Yes. 
Yes .......................... There is a residence for the Teacher. Yes .......................... Yes. 

Free ............12 . 50 ,, 21 
Free .............12 15 ,, 36 
Free .............16 28 27 Bad .......................... There is a residence. Free .............i6. 27 There is a residence. 

There is a residence. Free .............12 100 ,, 36 

Yes ........................... There is a residence. Free ..............11 25 22 

Yes .......................... 

Yes .......................... There is a. residence. Free .............11 25 20 
Free .............18 21 24 

Yes .......................... 

Yes ........................... 

Yes. 
Free .............18 26 19 

Yes .......................... 

Yes .......................... 

There is a residence. Free ..............No Return 
Free 10 22 38 Yes 

Yes .......................... 
Yes ........................... 

There is a residence. ............ ,, 

Yes ......................... 
Fee .......................... 

Yes. 
There is a residence. No Return ................................. 

Rented ......... 12 29 14 

Yes .......................... 
Yes .......................... 

Yes .......................... 

Yes .......................... 

There is a residence. . 

.......................... 

There is a residence. Free .............15 23 18 
Free ...........15 20 18 

Yes .......................... 

There is a residence. 10 06 21 

Yes .......................... 
Yes .......................... 

There is a residence. Free ............. 12 23 16 

Yes .......................... 
Yes .......................... 

Yes .......................... 
Yes .......................... 

There is a residence. 
Free ............14 26 20 

Yes .......................... 
Yes ......................... 
Yes .......................... 

Yes ........................... 
Yes .......................... 

There is a residence. Govt. Grant . 25 52 30 
Yes .......................... 
Yes .......................... There is a residence. 
Yes. 

Return ......... 

Yes .. . . ..................... 
no on no i Yes ......................... I 9 21 ,. 17 Unfinished ................. There is a residence. School held in the Church. 

The School House belongs to the Teacher. 15 32 18 Yes .......................... 

Yes ........................... 

There is a residence. 
Yes ........................... 
Yes ........................... 

There is a residence. 

10 27 15 Yes .......................... 

Yes. 

Free .............. 

There is a residence. 

Free ............ 
Free ............. 
Free ............. 

Rented......... 

10 10 15 Yes .......................... 
12 22  16 Yes .......................... 

Yes ........................... 

No ............................ 
There is a residence. 

Free ............. 12 50 18 Yes .......................... 
20 Yes ........................... . Yes .......................... 

Yes. 
Yes ........................... There is a residence. 

Rented .......... 

There is a residence. 
Free ............. 
Free ............. 
Free ............. 

No Return. Yes ........................... 
Yes ........................... 

There is a residence. 
Free .............. 8 40 ,, 16 No Return ................. Yes. 

There is a residence. Free ............ 
Free ............. There is a residence. Free ............. 9 20 ,, 14 No Return ............... There is a room for the Teacher. The School is 

10 50 ,, 20 Tolerable .................... Yes .......................... 

There  is a Master's residence. 
Lease 

10 30 ,, 20 No ............................ 

8 

Yes ......................... 

There is a residence. 
Govt. Grant 

held in the Church .............................. 
8 30 14 Yes ........................... 
26 14 Yes .......................... 

9 40 16 Yes 

No............................. 

Yes ........................... 

.. 

There is a residence. 
Free ..............  .......................... 

7 30 12 Yes .......................... 

Yes .......................... 

Yes ........................... 
There is a residence. 
There is a residence. 

Yes 
There is a residence. 

Free .............. 

Rented. ........ 10 10 ,, 10 Yes .......................... Yes 
There is a residence. 
There is a residence. 

............ 

Govt Grant 10 40 16 No ............................ 

Yes ............................ 

Yes There is a residence. 

Rented ...... ...

Rented .......... 7 : 26 18 Tolerable .................. .. 

Yes ........................... 
Yes ......................... 

No. 

Free ............. 

Rented 

12 32 ,, 18 Yes ........................... 

7 is 30 Tolerable .................. . 
8 : 20 16 Yes 

.......................... 

.......................... 

There is a residence. Free .............. 
........... 

Rented... ...... 
 .......................... 

12 24 20 Yes .......................... 

.......................... 

There is a residence. 
There is a residence. Free ............. 12 24 14 Tolerable ................... 

Yes .......................... 

There is a Teacher's residence. 

. 

Free .............. 

16 50 ,, 25 Yes ........................... 
No Return, . Yes ......................... 

. 

9 21 14 Tolerable .................. 

Yes .......................... 
Yes .......................... 

There is a residence. 

10 36 16 : Yes .......................... 
12 42 , 18 Yes .......................... 

Yes .......................... 
Yes ......................... 

There is a residence. No Return 
Free 8 27 18 Yes 

Yes .......................... 
Yes .......................... There is a residence. 

Free ............. 

 .......................... 
8 22 14 Yes .......................... 

No ............................
Yes. 

There is a residence. ..............
Rented ...........
Govt Grant 7 24 13 Middling ................... There is a residence. Govt Grant 

16 40 18 Yes .......................... 

24 30 18 Tolerable ................... 
Yes .......................... 
No.  
Yes ........................... There is a residence. Free .............. 

Free .............. There is a residence. 
Govt Grant Yes. 
The School is 

Yes .......................... 

Yes. 
Ditto 

14 45, 20 Yes .......................... 

Yes. 
Yes. Free .............9 

8 17 14 Yes ......................... 

. 

Yes . ......................... 
There is a residence. 
There is a residence. Free .............. 

Rented ......... 

12 40 18 Yes .......................... 

No. 
Free .............

. 8 

9 43,  14 No Return  ................ 
30 25 ,, 25 Yes .......................... 
held in the Church ........................ 

ditto ......................... 
30 ,, 15 Yes .......................... 

Yes .......................... There is a residence. Free ............. No ........................... There is a residence. Free .............. 

30 15 Yes .......................... 
. 

There is a residence. 

Re nte d.......... 

12 50 25 Yes ......................... 
8 27 14 Yes .......................... 
6 6 '24 15 Yes .......................... 

11 36 ,, 14 Yes .......................... 

. 

Yes .......................... 

Yes .......................... There is a residence. 
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Cl GENERAL STA'TEMENT 

NUMBERS. ATTAINMENTS. 

• AVERAGE No. IN READING. ARITIUJETIC. 

I IEARNIRG '10 - EFAmNO P FIRST , GRAM'eAP C} flORAl fl 

1857. BEAD. WITH EASE. RULES. 1WLES. 

0 El d 

-f?---- 
Cirullorl OF ENGLAND ScuooLs :- : 

I 

SYDNEY DIOcESF. ................ 5,193 4,835 358 2,174 1,477 8,651 1,517 1,101 1,437 soc 1,793 1,157 1,260 873 707 339 1,300 829 1,361 849 981 596 

2,143 2,023 120 795 681 1,476 618 556 468 418 629 501 491 415 299 202 411 347 505 412 355 261 NEWCASTLE.....................

E 2,422 1,658 1,7511 1,288 1,006 1,711 1,176 7,336 1 6,858 478 27969 2,158 5,127 2,135 1,657 1,905 1,284 541 1,866 1,261 1,336 857 

1,266 1,237 291  592 104 996 330 259 391 252 425 262 2731 190 219 110 293 1 190 296 186 179 110 

TOTAL, CHURCH OF NGLAND .............. 

PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOLS .......................... 

803 790 13 3551 207 562 222 164 255 159 263 162 154 112 117 44 154 99 190 107 82 51 WESI,EYAN ...................................... 

ROMAN CATHoLIc ........................ ..... 

.  

5,741 5,171 570 21028 21055 4,083 1,229 1,138 1,227 1,196 1,393 1,284 8371 8521 654 539 1,021 933 1,075 1,020 585 543 

To .............. .................... .15,146 14,056 

.. 

1.090 5,944 4,824 10,768 3,910 3,218 3,778 2,891 4,503 3,866 3,015 2,442 1,996 1,234 

- 
3,179 2,398 

- 
3,427 2,574 i 1,561 

I 
7,134 6,669 7,869 5,457 3,230 5,577 6,001 8,743 

Denominational Sc1ool Board Office, 
Sydney, 21 July, 1858. C. E. ROBINSON. 

'I. 
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1LegLatie øømbI!1. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

MR II. V. GALE. 
(TEAC}{ER OF THE PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL, PITT STREET.) 

Oideied by the Legi.latire Assernbly to be Printed, 7 May, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled 

The Petition of Robert Vining Gale, teacher, of Redfern, in the Colony of 

New South Wales,— 

HUMBLY SELEWETII :— 

That your Petitioner was employed as the recognised Government Teacher of the 

Presbyterian School, Pitt-street South, Sydney, from .January, 1851, to August, 1857, a 

period of nearly seven years, during which time your Petitioner believes that be discharged 

his duties as Teacher to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. 

That your Petitioner, on the 9th July, 1857, without any previous intimation that 

any change in the management of the School was contemplated, received a notice, dated 

80th June, 1857, signed James Fullerton and William M'Clelland, stating that it was in-

tended that the School should be conducted according to certain newly-framed resolutions, a 

copy of which was sent for the first time with the notice, and that your Petitioner's services 

as Teacher of that School would not be required after the last day of August, 1857. 

That your Petitioner, wishing to obtain from the Local Board the cause of such a 

peremptory notice, immediately wrote to the Chairman, requesting an explanation of the 

charges preferred against him, if any, to warrant such a notice; and that your Petitioner 

received an answer stating that be (the Chairman) was not aware of any charges having been 

preferred against your Petitioner, and further adding, that if your Petitioner wished to con-

duct the School under the new regulations, he could make application. 

That your Petitioner therefore considered, as the Local Board had dismissed him 

without any sufficient cause being assigned, it would not only be fruitless, but mean and 

contemptible, both in himself and to the profession generally, to make application under 

such circumstances, and could not but consider the offer more as an insult than otherwise. 

That your Petitioner, in order to sustain his position and justify his character, 

appealed to the Denominational School Board to make such inquiries as seemed to them 

necessary, when, after a lapse of three months, your Petitioner received the following reply, 

viz. 

" The Board have applied for a copy of the Minutes or the Proceedings of the Local 
" Beard at the meeting at which the subject was decided upon by them, but have not ye 

succeeded in procuring this information; they are therefore unable to proceed with the 

subject." 

153— That 
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That during the delay, forcible posscsion had been taken of the School-room and 

the Member of the Local Board (Mr. M'Cleiland) who had signed the notice of dismissal 

had been appointed Teacher. Your Petitioner was therefore prevented from prosecuting the 

duties of the School, and thus was suddenly deprivéd of his situation and also his living. 

As your Petitioner had been previously informed, by the Chairman of the Local 

Board that it was his opinion it would be quite competent to conduct the School on other 

premises, and still receive the Government allowance, your Petitioner conducted the School 

on other premises, at considerable expense and inconvenience; but, as your Petitioner could 

not get his Monthly 'Abstract signed by a Mçmber of the Local Board, no salary would be 

allowed him. 

That your Petitioner laid his case before the Members of the United Association of 

Teachers, who, after giving it their consideration, requested permission oto publish it in one 

of the Newspapers; and accordingly a great part of the Correspondence was inserted in the 

Empire of Friday, November 27th, 1857. 

Your Petitioner ha ing, in his opinion, taken all legitimate means in vindication of 

his character and position, without effect, has been reluctantly compelled to refer the matter 

to your Honorable House; and therefore prays that your Honorable House will take the 

matter into your consideration, and afford such relief to your Petitioner as the extreme 

hardship of the case may seem to reqiih'Q. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

ROBERT VINING GALE. 
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1858. 

Ltgiø1attUe Rooemblp. 

NEW SOuTH WALES. 

INTRODUCTION OF TE4CIIERS UNDER BUIIGRATION REGULATIONS. 
(RETURN RELATIVE TO.) 

Orclei'ed by the Legislative Assenilly to be F,inled, 30 July, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly 

* of New South Wales, dated 2 July, 1858, praying that His 

Excellency the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be laid 

upon the Table of this House 

A Copy of all Correspondence that may have passed between 

the Government and Mr. H. H. Browne, the Immigration 

"Agent, relative to the bringing out of Teachers for the Denomi 

"national and National Boards of Education from the United 

"Kingdom. 

A Copy of all Letters or Correspondence that may have 

"passed between Mr. H. H. Browne and his, or the Government 

"Agent in the United Kingdom, relative to the same subject." 

(lIfr. Faucett.) 

411—A 
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SCHEDULE. 

No. POE. 

1. Secretary to the Denominational School Board to the Colonial Secretary, forwarding copy 

of a letter from the Venerable Archdeacon M'Encroe, proposing the introduction of 

School Teachers through the assistance of the Immigration Department, 19 November, 
1856 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 

2. Agent for Immigration to the Colonial Secretary, reporting on the proposal, 6 December, 
1856 .. . .. .. .. .. ., .. .. .• .. 3 

8. Colonial Secretary to the Secretary to the Land and Immigration Commissioners, recommending 

the proposal to the favorable consideration of the Commissioners, 12 December, 1856 .. 4 

4. Under Secretary to the Secretary to the Denominational School Board, in reply to No. I, 

12 December, 1856.. . . .. .. .. .' . .. .• . 4 

5. Secretary to the Denominational School Board to the Colonial Secretary, in continuation, 
29 December, 1856 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 

6. Colonial Secretary to the Secretary to the Land and Immigration Commissioners, in con- 
tinuation, 10 January, 1857 . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. 5 

7. Under Secretary to Secretary to the Denominational School Board, in continuation, 9 

January, 1857 .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. 5 

8. Secretary to Land and Immigration Commissioners to Colonial Secretary, in reply to No. 6, 

5 May, 1857.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 

9. Same to same, in reply to No. 3, 18 May, 1857 .. .. .. .. .. . .. 6 

10. Colonial Secretary to Secretary to Land and Immigration Commissioners, in continuation, 

5 September, 1857 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 

11. lYnder Secretary to Secretary to Denominational School Board, in continuation, 5 Sep- 
tember, 1857 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 

12. Secretary to Land and Immigration Commissioners to Colonial Secretary, in reply to No. 10, 

3 February, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 

13. Under Secretary to Secretary to Denominational School Board, 25 May, 1858 .. .. 8 

14. Chairman of the National School Board to the Colonial Secretary, stating that the Board 

have resolved to apply for Teachers from the Mother Country, 10 June, 1854 .. .. 8 

15. Colonial Secretary to Chairman of the Board, in reply, 14 July, 1854 .. .. .. .. 9 

16. Colonial Secretary to Secretary to Land and Immigration Commissioners, relating to passages 

to the Colony being provided in the ships chartered by the Commissioners for the persons 

who may be selected as Teachers, 14 July, 1854 .. .. .. .. .. .. 9 
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INTRCDUCT ION OF TEACHERS UNDER IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS. 

- No.1. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Denominational School Board Office, 
Sydney, 19 November, 1856. 

SIR, 

I have the honor, by direction of the Dcnominational School Board, to for-

ward the accompanying copy of a letter, dated 28th October, from the Venerable Archdeacon 

M'Encroe, relative to the introduction to this Colony of School Teachers, through the assist-

ance of the Immigration Department. The Board strongly recommend that the suggestions 

conveyed in the Archdeacon's letter may be complied with ; and I am directed to say that it 

is their intention to forward to the Government any applications of a similar nature which 

may be received from other religious bodies. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE CHAS. E. ROBINSON, 

THE COLONIAL SECR.ETARY. Secretary. 

[Enclosure in N. 1.] 

Sydney, 28 October, 1856, 
SiR, 

In consequence of the scarcity of well-trained teachers in the Colony, I have 
the honor, by direction of His Grace the Archbishop, to suggest to the Board the propriety 
of making application to the Government to provide a free passage for five or six teachers, ; 
together with their families, from England or Ireland, for Roman Catholic Schools, in con-
nection wich your Board. 

It appears to me that there was an oversight, while providing passages at the expense 
of the land fund for some 80 or 90,000 emigrants to this Colony, in not making any pro-
vision whatever for bringing a few teachers to conduct the education of the children of this 
very large body of emigrants. I have no doubt, however, but the Government will see and 
rectify this mistake, by sanctioning an allowance for the passage money of a few Roman 
Catholic teachers, as above suggested, in accordance with the regulations for the selection 
of emigrants, lately published. 
- I have the honor to suggest that such teachers as may be recommended by the Most 

Reverend Archbishop Ouhlen, of Dublin, or the Very Reverend Bartholomew Woodcock, 
President ofAllhallow's College, near Dublin, may be approved of by the Commissioners of 
Emigration at Home, for the free passage for themselves and families to Sydney. I am 
inclined to think that, as the Government have already sanctioned free passages for teachers 
in connection with the Board of National Education, that a similar consideration will be 
extended toa srnall number of teachers to be employed under your Board. 

I have, &c., 
C. COWPER, F;SQ., M.L.A., J. M'ENOROE. 
Chairman of the Denominational School Board. 

No. 2. 

THE AGENT FOR IMMIGRATION to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Government Immigration Office, 
iS'ydney, 6 December, 1856. 

SIR, 

I do myself the honor to return to you herewith the letter from the Secretary to 

the Denominational School Board, enclosing one from the Venerable Archdeacon M'Encroe, 

suggesting, by direction of His Grace Archbishop Polding, the propriety of granting free 

passages for five or six teachers, together with their families, from England or Ireland, (in 

ships chartered by the Commissioners for the conveyance of Emigrants) for the Denomi-

national Schools, which was referred to me under your blank cover of the 25th ultimo,—

and in reply to inform you, that I can have no objection to the plan proposed in Archdeacon 

M'Encroe's communication. 

2. The greatest difficulty is frequently found by the Commissioners to obtain suit-

able persons to act in the capacity of schoolmasters on board emigrant ships; and I need 

hardly remark, that great benefits are derived by the emigrants on a long passage by having 

the assistance of an efficient schoolmaster on bOard. 

3. 
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3. I would therefore beg to recommend that the Commissioners be instructed to 

grant free passages to a Roman Catholic sohoalmaster in any of their vessels in which there 

may be a preponderance of emigrants belonging to that religion, and the same advantage 

might be extended to Protestant sehoolmasteis on board of vessels in which the larger 

portion of the emigrants are of that persuasion. 
I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE H. H. BROWNE. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 

No. 3. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO THE LAND AND IMMIORATIOci 

CoMMissioNERs. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 12 December, 1856. 
SIR, 

I have the honor to transmit the enclosed copy of a letter from the Venerable 

Archdeacon M'Encroe, respec1ing the introduction to this Colony of School Teachers, in 

Emigrant ships, free of expense for passage, and to recommend that, should the Emigration 

Commissioners see no objection, a free passage be granted to a Roman Catholic schoolmaster 

in any of their vessels in which there may be a preponderance of emigrants belonging to 

that religion, and that the same advantage might be extended to Protestant schoolmasters 

on board of vessels in which the larger portion of the emigrants may be of that persuasion. 

I have, &c., 

S. WALCOTT, ESQ, BY. WATSON PARKER. 

Secretary to the 

Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, 

London. 

No. 4. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 12 December, 1856 
SIR, 

With reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo, transmitting a copy of a 

communication from the Venerable Archdeacon M'Encroe, relative to the introduction to 

this Colony of School Teachers, through the assistance of the Immigration Department, I 

am directed to inform you that, the subject having been reported upon by the Immigration 

Agent, the suggestions therein contained have been recommended to the favorable considera-

tion of Her Majesty's Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners. 

I have, &c., 

CRAS. E. ROBINSON, ESQ., W. ELYARD. 

Secretary to the 

Denominational School Board. 

No. 5. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Denominational School Board Office, 

29 December, 1850. 
Sin, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, 

informing the Denominational School Board, in reply to their communication of the 19th 

November, that the application of Archbishop Polding that passages to this Colony for 

certain Roman Catholic Schoolmasters be provided in Immigration Ships through the 

Immigration Department, had been recommended by the Local Government to the favor-

able consideration of the Land and Immigration Commissioners in London. 
The 
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The Board beg respectfully to express their regret that the answer to their commu-

nication should have been conveyed in such indefinite terms, and they hope that, with a vicw 

to encourage the efforts for improving the character of the schoolmasters of the Colony, the 

Government will be prepared to assure those who have to make the necessary arrangemcnth 

that passages, as requested, will positively be granted by the Immigration Commissioners. 

The Board also direct me to forward, for the consideration of the Government, an. 

application from the Lord Bishop of Sydney, similar, in effect, to that made by Archbishop 

Polding; and they beg strongly to recommend that free passages in the immigration ships 

be granted to such schoolmasters as may be engaged for the Church of England Schools. 

I have, &e., 

THE HONORABLE . . C. E. ROBINSON, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. Secretary. 

[Enclosure in No. 5.] 

Sydney, 26 November, 1856. 
Dear Sir, . ... 

Since my appointment to .the oce I have the .honor to hold I.have intro--
dueed into the Colony six (6) trained teachers—three of them married men—and one 
Inspector—the late W. B. Goodman, Esq.,.—at a cost to my friends at home of not less than. 
£360, besides free passages given by one firm—the " White Star." - 

I beg leave, through you, to make application for a sum of money to be granted to - 
the Denominational School Board for the purpose of defraying the, cost of.introdueing 
qualified teachers into this Colony, and also that the Emigration Commissioners in England.. - 
may be instructed to grant free passages to such teachers as may be recOmmended to them 
by my Commissioners. 

l have, &c., 
The Chairman of the F.1 SYDNEY. 

Denominational School Board. 

..-No.6.  

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO THE LAND AND IMMIGRATTOS1 
... . 

CoMMIssIoNERs. - 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 10 January, 1857. 
SIR,.  

With reference to my letter of the 12th ultimo, respecting passages for school-

masters on board -immigrant ships, I am directed to transmit, for the information of the 

Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, a copy of a letter which has been addressed 

to the Secretary of the Denomiirational School Board in consequence of their wish to receive 

an assurance that passages would be provided and that instructions had been forwarded to 

that effect. 
I have &c., ,... -. 

S. WALCOTT, ESQ. .. fly. WATSON PARKER 

No.7. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY. TO THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BoARD.. 

Cdon jet Secretary's Office, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 9 January, 1857. 

. . . - - - 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, 

on the subject of the application made by Archbishop Polding, that passages to this Colony 

should be provided for Roman Catholic schoolmasters in emigration ships, and to inform you, 

that although the desire of this Government that such passages shall be granted was 

expressed to the Commissioners in the form of a recommendation, such recommendation is con-

idered equivalent to the instructions which the Board wish to be Sent to them. 

414—B 2. 
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2. 1 am directed to add, with reference to the last paragraph of your letter, relating 

to a similar application from the Bishop of Sydney, that the Commissioners have been 

already requested to extend the same advantage to Protestant schoolmasters on board of 

vessels in which the larger portion of the emigrants are of that persuasion. 

I have, &c. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE W. ELYARD. 

DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOAED. 

No. 8. 

Tna SECRETARY TO THE LAND AND IMMIOIIATION CoiMIssIoNEns to THE COLONIAL 

SECRETARY. 

Government Emigration Board, 

8, Park-street, JVestm.insIe, 

5 May, 1857. 
SIR, 

I am directed by the Emigration Commissioners to acknowledge your letter 

of the 10th January last, transmitting for their information the copy of a letter addressed 

to the Secretary to the Denominational School Board, giving an assurance that passages 

should be provided for Roman Catholic schoolmasters in Government emigrant vessels. 

In reply, I am to state, that whenever suitable candidates apply the Commissioners 

will be happy to give effect to the recommendation of the Colonial Covernnicnt now con-

veyed to them. 

1 am, however, to mention, that they do not find that any similar recommendation 

has before reached this Office. 
I have, &c., 

fl. WATSON PARKEII, ESQ, . S. WALCOTT, 

&c., &e. . Secretary. 

No. 9. 

TnE SECRETARY. TO THE LAND AND IMMIGRATION COMMISSIONERS to THE. COLONIAL 

SECRETARY. 

Government Emigration Boad, 

8, PanIc-street, JVeslminster, 

18 May, 1857. 
Sia, 

I am directed by the Emigration Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of the 12th of December last, which I am to state bad not reached the Com-

missioners when their reply to your letter of the 10th of January, on the same subject, was 

forwarded to the Colony. 

I am directed to state that the Emigration Commissioners would always have been 

prepared to appoint a Roman Catholic schoolmaster, or Roman Catholic clergyman, to a 

ship in which the bulk of the emigrants were of that persuasion, if any candidate for such 

an appointment had offered himself. They will do so in any future ship so situated, when-

ever a suitable candidate may apply. The same principle will also be observed by appoint-

.ing a Protestant schoolmaster when a majority of the emigrants are Protestants. 

In Archdeacon M'Encroe's letter a suggestion is made that the teachers' families, as 

-well as the teachers themselves, should receive a free passage. I am, however, to mention, 

that for the families of the teachers above the class of common emigrants free passages have 

never yet been provided at the expense of Colonial funds. In Mr. Parker's letter 

transmitting Archdeacon M'Encroe's communication this point is not noticed, and the 

Commissioner ropose,under the circumstances, to continue to abide by their existing practice, 

-unless instructions to the contrary should be received from the Colonial Government. 

I have, &c., 

'THE HONORABLE . . S. WALCOTT, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, Secretary. 

Sydney. 

- 
. No. iLL- 
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No. 10. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO LAND AND IMMIGRATION 

COMMISSIONERS. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, New South Wales, 

SIR, 5 September, 1857. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 5th and 

18th of May last, in reply to my communications of the 12th of December and 10th of 

January, respecting passages of schoolmasters being allowed in emigrant ships, and to request 

,that you will have the goodness to state to the Commissioners that, as one of the objects of 

the arrangements was to introduce into the Colony properly qualified teachers, free passages  

should also be provided for the families of such as may be recommended in the manner 

pointed out in Archdeacon M'EnerOe's letter, or by the Commissioners of the Bishop of 

Sydney. 

I have, &c., 

S. WALCOTT, ESQ. BY. WATSON PARKER. 

No. 11. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE DENoMINATIoNAL ScHooL BOARD. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 5 September, 1857. 

GENTLEMEN, 

With reference to my letters of the 12th December and 10th January last, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you that communications have been 

received from the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, stating that they would 

always have been prepared to appoint a Roman Catholic schoolmaster, or Roman Catholic 

clergyman, to•a ship in which the bulk of the emigrants were of that persuasion, if any can-

didate for such an appointment had offered himself. They add that they will do so in any 

future ship so situated, whenever asuitablecandidate may apply, and that the same principle 

will also be observed by appointing a Protestant schoolmaster when a majority of the 

emigrants are Protestants. 

2: The COmmissioners laving, however, stated that for the families of the teachers 

Itbove the class of common emigrants free passages have never been provided at the expense 

of Colonial funds, and that they propose continuing to act upon the existing practice, unless 

instructed to the contrary, I am directed further to inform you that the Colonial. Sec.r. 

tary has apprised them that, as one of the objects of the arrangement is to introduce into 

the Colony properly qualified teachers, free passages should also be provided for the families 

of such as may be recommended in the manner pointed out in Archdeacon M'Enoroe'sletter, 

or by the Commissioners of the .Bishop of Sydney. 

I have, &c., 
THE DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. . W. ELYARD. 

No. 12. 

THE SECRETARY TO LAND AND IMMIGRATION COMMISSIoNERs to THE COLONIAL 

SECRETARY, 

Government Emigration Board,. 

Perle-street, Westminster, 

3. February, 1858. 
SIR, 

I am directed by the Emigration Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of the 5th of September last, stating that it was the wish of the Colonial 

Government to introduce into the Colony properly qualified teachers, and requesting that, 

with this view, passages for the families of teachers in the Government emigrant ships 

shonld 
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should be provided; if they, the teachers, were recommended in the manner pointed out by 

Archdeacon M'Eucroe, or by the Commissioners of the Bishop of Sydney.. 

The Emigration Commissioners desire me, in reply, to state that the; will be happy 

to give effect to the wish of the Colonial Government in this matter. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE . S. WALCOTT, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, Secretary. 

Sydney, New South Wales, 

No. 13. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BoARD. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 25 May, 1858. 

With reference to my letter of the 5th September last, on the subject of the  

passages of the families of schoolmasters in the Government immigrant ships, I am directet 

to annex the copy of a communication from the Secretary to the Emigration Commissioners. 

in England, stating that passages for such families will be provided in the above vessels, 

should the teachers be recommended in the manner pointed out by Archdeacon M'Encroe,, 

or by the Commissioners of the Bishop of Sydney. 
I have &c., 

THE SECRETARY TO THE W. ELYARD... 
DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. 

No.14 
TUE CHAIRMAN OP THE NATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

National Education Office, 

Sin, 
Sydney 10 June, 1854; 

We do ourselves the honor to acquaint you that, in consequence of the: 

difficulties we experience in procuring teachers for conducting the National Schools in the 

Colony, we have resolved to apply for teachers from the Mother Country. . 

2.. For . this purpose we propose to request the Lords the Committee of Council on 

Education in England, and. the Honorable the Commissioners of National Education in 

Ireland, each Board to select eight married couples, (that is, sixteen in all,) who shall possess 

certificates, duly accredited by their respective secretaries, of having been placed upon 

examination not lower than on the second division of the second class. Their wives to' be 

competent to instruct female children in plain and fancy needle-work. 

To married couples, duly qualified as above, this Board purposes to offer a joint 

£108. salary ranging from the rate of one hundred and eight to one hundred and forty-four 

£144. pounds per annum, exclusive of the sums derivable from the children attending the schools, 
in the way of school fees, and of house rent. 

It appears to us desirable that among the immigrants brought out in each ship 

to this Colony one or two schoolmasters and their families should be included, until the 

number above-mentioned is completed. The schoolmasters could be employed in the 

instruction of the immigrants during the voyage, and receive a free passage for themselves 

and their families as an equivalent for their services. We consider that no class of persons. 

would be of more benefit to the Colony, and none therefore more deserving the considera-
tion and support of the Government. 

Under these circumstances we have the honor to request that His Excellency the 

Governor General will be pleased to forward the accompanying letters addressed to the 

Lords the Committee of Council on Education in England, and to the Honorable the 

Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, on the subject; we would also respectfully 

request His Excellenc.y to strongly recommend the Emigration Commissioners in England 

to grant free passages to such teachers (and their families) as may be selected for 
conducting the National Schools of the Colony. 

We have, &c., 
THE HONORABLE . J. H. PLUNKETT, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY Chairman. -- 

No.15 
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UNDER IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS. 9 

No. 15. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL ScHooL BOARD. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 14 .July, 1854. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th ulto., in 

which you notify your intention of requesting the Lords of the Committee of Council on 

Education in England, and the Honorable the Committee of National Education in Ireland, 

each to select eight married couples for schoolmasters and mistresses, who will receive in this 

Colony a joint salary at the rate of from £108 to £144 per annum exclusive of sums 

derivable from the children &c., and you also suggested that free passages be granted to the 

parties selected in emigrant ships as an equivalent for their services on the voyage. 

2. As there does not appear to the Governor General to be any objection to comply-

ing with your desire, a copy of your communication has been forwarded, together with the 

letters enclosed in it, to the Secretary of State, with a Despatch which His Excellency ha 

addressed to His Grace on the subject; and the Emigration Commissioners in England 

have been requested to grant free passages to such teachers (and their families) as may be 

selected under your application for the National Schools of this Colony, on the condition 

proposed by you, if authorised to do so by the Duke of Newcastle. 

I have &c., 
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE W. ELYARD. 

NATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD. 

No. 16. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO LAND AND IMMIGRATION 

COMMISSIONERS. 

Mw South Wales, 

Colonial Secretaiy', Office, 

Sin, 
Sydney, 14 July, 1854. 

I do myself the honor to transmit the copy of a letter from the Board of National 

Education in Sydney, stating it to be their intention to procure, through the assistance of the 

Committee of Council on Education in England, and the Honorable the Commissioners of 

National Education in Ireland, sixteen married couples as teachers for conducting the National 

Schools in the Colony; and I am directed by His Excellency the Governor General to request 

that, should the Emigration Commissioners see no objection, they will, under the sanction of 

the Secretary of State, provide passages to the Colony in the ships chartered by them for 
those persons who may be selected. 

2. It will be observed that it is proposed that the schoolmasters should be employed 

in the instruction of the immigrants during the voyage, receiving free passages for themselves 

and families as an equivalent for their services, to which arrangement His Excellency does 
not see any objection. 

S. WALCOTT, EsQ., 

Secretary to the 

Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, 

London. 

I have &c., 

C. D. RIDDELL. 

414—C 
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U M 

Ugø1atUe 2ooembip. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

EI)UCATIONAL GRANTS. 
(PETITION FROM ST. JOHN'S, GLEBE.) 

(Ordered by the Legslativo Assembly to be Printed, 13 April, 1858.) 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of the undersigned Members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in 

the Parish of St. John, the Glebe, in the Colony of New South Wales,— 

HUMBLY SIIEWETH :- 

That your Petitioners are deeply impressed with the importance of the Education of 

the children of the Colony, and are earnestly desirous of seeing it greatly extended and 

improved. 

That your Petitioners have already given proof of this earnestness, by erecting, at a 

cost of more than £1,500, a School House for the accommodation of 200 children, which is 

attended by about 140 at the present time, while the numbers are steadily increasing. 

That no assistance whatever towards this building has been contributed by the 

Government. That your Petitioners felt it to be a great hardship, when engaged in this 

erection, that they could obtain no such assistance, except by applying to the National Board, 

and submitting to conditions with which they could not have complied. - 

That your Petitioners are hindered in further educational efforts, which they are 

desirous of making, by the present educational arrangements of the Government and the want 

of funds at the disposal of the Denominational Board. 

That your Petitioners cannot but deem it most inequitable that while the National 

School Board receives a vote of the Legislature of £20,000 to provide for the education of 

less than 5,000 children, (the number stated by the Commissioners in their Report for 1855 

being 4,752,) the Denominational Board is allowed but £14,666 for the education of 14,489 

children, the number officially reported in the same year as under instruction in the Schools 

of that Board. 

That the natural tendency of this arrangement is to depress the Denominational 

Schools, and to damp the zeal of many of the most zealous friends of education, and to 
restrain their efforts in the cause. 

That your Petitioners are of opinion that it would be but fair and reasonable to divide 

the sum annually voted by the Legislature for Primary Education between the National and 

Denominational Boards, in proportion to the number of children who can be shewn to be 

under instruction in their Schools, and that such an arrangement wwild give a great impulse 
to educational efforts in all parts of the Colony. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, pray your Honorable House to take the premises into 

your consideration and to adopt such measures with reference thereto as shall tend to the 

advancement of the intellectual, moral, and religious welfare of the Colony. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 61 iS'ignatures] 

89—i 
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1858. 

atølatt,t Roormbip. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

EDUCAT1ON&I GRANTS. 
(PETITION FROM INHABITANTS OF DIJNMORE, DISTRICT QF MAITLAND.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 0 April, 1858. 

/ 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of Dunmore, District of Maitland,— 

HUMBLY SHEWETII :— 

That your Petitioners are aware that a Petition has been presented to your 
Honorable house, praying that the Public Grant for Educational Purposes may be divided 
between the Denominational and National Boards of Education, in proportion to the number 
of Children which are at present attending the Seheols of the respective Boards. 

That your Petitioners consider such a proceeding would be most unjust, and fraught 
with ruinous consequences to the cause of Education in this Colony. 

That your Petitioners, therefore, pray, that no change may be made in the mode of 
distributing State Grants for Educational Purposes until a general system be established. 

And your Petitioners will humbly pray. 

[Here follow 36 &gnatures.] 

69— 
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1858. 

UgiUUüe 2oormblp. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

EDUCATIONAL GRANTS 
(PETITION FROM iNhABITANTS OF THE TOWN AND NEIGHBOURHOOD OF CLARENCE TOWN.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 9 April, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the Town and Neighbour-
hood of Clarence Town,— 

HUMBLY SIIEWTH 

That your Petitioners are aware that a Petition has been presented to your 
Honorable House, praying that the Public Grant for Educational Purposes may be divided 
between the Denominational and National Boards of Education, in proportion to the number 
of children which are at present attending the Schools of the respective Boards. 

That your Petitioners consider such a proceeding would be most unjust, and fraught 
with ruinous consequences to the cause of Education in this Colony. 

That your Petitioners, therefore, pray, that no change may be made in the mode of 
distributing State C..ants for Educational Purposes until a general system be established. 

And ybur Petitioners will humbly pray. 

[Here follow 67 Signatures.] 

68— 
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1858. 

"iolatiuc aooemblr. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

EDUCATIONAL GRANTS. 
(PETITION FROM MEMBERS OF CHURCH OF ENGLAND, ARALUEN.) 

Ordered by the Legi.la1ve A.csembly to be Prin ted, 13 April, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 
The Petition of the Members of the United Church of England and Ireland, in the Gold 

District of Araluen, New South Wales. 

HUMBLY SHEWBTH:— 
That your Petitioners are most anxious that the Education of the children of 

the Colony should be as general and efficient as possible. 
That more than 40 new Denominational Schools in connexion with the Church of 

England are, at the present time, urgently demanded in the various parts of the Dioceses of 
Sydney and Newcastle. 

That the existing Denominational Schools are not in the efficient state in which they 
should, or might be, from want of funds to improve School Buildings, to provide School 
Apparatus, to support Pupil Teachers, and to encourage deserving Masteis. 

That all these advantages might be obtained for Denominational Schools as effectually 
as for National Schools, if public funds were available for Denominational Schools in the 
same proportion to the number of children educated as such funds are available for National 

Schools. 
That the number of children in the schools of the Denominational Board was, 

according to the last Report for 185, 14,489, while the children in the schools of the 
National Board were, according to their Report for 1855, 4,752; while the amount of the 
public grants available for National Schools for 1855 (20,000) greatly exceeded the 
amount available for the Denominational Schools—t4,666. 

That for the same year, 1855, the amount expended by the National Board in school 
buildings was £4,282, while extensive school buildings were then going on, which would 
require the additional outlay of £6,148, making altogether an amount of £10,430; the 
whole amount available for the Denominational Board, during the same year, for improving 

school buildings, was only £74. 
That this amount of support given to Denominational Schools, so disproportionate to 

the number of children educated in them, places those schools in a most disadvantageous 
position, and inflicts a serious injury on three-fourths of the children educated in the primary 

schools of this Colony. 
That your Petitioners would rejoice to ace larger grants of public money appropriated 

to render all the primary schools of the Colony as efficient as possible, but, leaving such 
increase of the public grant for Educational purposes to the wisdom of Parliament, would 
earnestly desire that the present disproportionate appropriation of the Educational Grant may 
be at once rectified, by that grant, whatever may be its amount, being divided between the 
Denominational and National Boards of Education, in proportion to the number of children 
which are at present attending the schools of the respective Boards. 

And your Petitioners will humbly pray. 

[Here follow 10 Signatures] 

96— 
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1858. 

1giøIiUbe 400embly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

DESTITUTE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY. 
(LIST OF DIRECTORS.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 5 May, 1858. 

J. P. Mcizus, ESQ., to W. ELYARD, ESQ. 

Society for the Relief of Destitute Children, 
Sydney, 7 April, 1858. 

I do myself the honor to enclose the Rules of this Society, together with 
lists of the Board of Directors, in manuscript, and to beg your attention to section 4 of the 
Act 20 Victoria, No. 19. 

W. ELYARD, ESQ., 

Under-Secretary. 

I have, &c., 

J. P. MACKENZIE, 

Secretary. 

.1'IAMES of the Board of Directors of the Society for the Relief of Destitute Children. 
Alexander, Jno. Hogg, Thos. 
Allen, Geo. King, Rev. Geo. 
Beazley, Rev. J. M'Farlane, Dr. 
Bonar, Andrew Pearce, S. H. 
Burnell, H. C. Powell, James 
Cape, T. W. Raphael, J. G. 
Caldwell, Jno. Ross, Rev. Robt. 
Cowlishaw, Thos. Sheridan, Rev. J. F. 
Douglass, Dr. Stephen, Sir Alfred, Knt, 
Dougall, Rev. Jno. Stephen, Rev. A. H. 
Dowling, J. S. 
Elliott, Gilbert 

M'Encroe, Venerable Archdeacon 
M'Lerie, John 

Hebblewhite, S. Milne, Rev. J. S. 
Harris, S. H. 

I hereby certify these names to be a correct list. 

7 April, 1858. 
J. P. MACKENZIE, 

Secretary. 

3. M. MAY, ESQ., to W. ELYARD, ESQ. 

Society for the Relief of Destitute Children, 

$13, 
Randwicic, 24 April, 1858. 

Referring to your letter of the 14th instant, requesting to be informed 
ichether any Rules had been made since the 1st March, 1857, I have been directed to inform 
you that no Rules have been made since that date. 

I have, &c., 

W ELYARD, ESQ., 
J. M. MAY, 

Under-Secretary. 
Secretary. 

* 142—. 
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1858. 

7Li1ati13c enib1, 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 
(RETURN OF CHILDREN RECEIVED FROSI 1 JANUARY, 1850, TO 30 APRIL, 1858.) 

Ordered by the Legslaiive Assembly to be P,inied, 20 July, 1858. 

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly, 

New South Wales, dated 30 April, 1858, That there be laid upon 

the Table of this House,— 

"A Return shewing the number of Infants that have been 

"received into the Benevolent Asylum from the 1st January, 

11  1 850, to the 30th April, 1858, specifying the number received 

"in each year, the date of admission, and the number of deaths 

"in each year; also the number of Children that may have 

"been removed during the same period." 

(Mr. Robert Toot/i.) 

393A 



BENEYOLENT ASYLUM. 

A RETURN shewing the number of INFANTS received into the BENEVOLENT ASYLUM from 

1 January, 1850, to 30 April, 1858 the date of Admission, and the date of Death or 

Discharge. 

DATE OF 
ADMISSION. DIED. DISCHARGED. 

DATE OF 
ADMISSION. DIED. DISCHARGED. 

1850 1850. 
1 January .... 22 Jan., 1852 8 August ...... 24 Oct., 1850 
8 , ....... 8 April, 185 91 11 

,, ,, 
9 11 ............. 

............ 

18 March, 1851 
10 Jan., 1850 13 , ....... 18 Nov., 1850 

16 Sept., 1850. 
3 Sept., 

21 ,, 5 Oct., 
8 ,, 1851 11 ....... 29 Sept., 1850. 

............ 

24 April, 1850 
3 May, 1850 

. ,, ,, 
7  

27 ......... 

,............... , ....... . 
21 Feb., ,, 10 June, 1852 

22 , ....... ......... 30 April, ,, 
25 , ....... 4 March ,, 10 , ....... 

.............. 

2 Oct., 1850 
26 ,....... 25 ,, ,, 

 , .................. 
4 October .... 23 Dec., ,, 

20 Sept., ,, 

........... 

........... 

. 25 June, ,, * ....... ........... 10 ,, 

1 February ................... 

17 Feb., 1851 5 .. ...... 
.. 
2 Nov., 

10 July, ,, 7 , ....... .......... 10 July, 1851 
4 Nov., ,, ,....... 1 June, 1851. 
30 April, 1850 

,....... 

......... . 
17 

8 April ...... 
,, ,, 

23 Feb., 1851 

.................. 

............ 

26 Sept., 
10 ,....... 11 May, ,, , ....... 

3 Septe mber ................. 
6 , ...................... 

12 Nov., 1850 
,, ,, 6 It 

20 April, ,, It 

28 June, ,, to 

4 July, 1851 

 ................. 

5 Dec., 11 

6 March .................... 

8 June, 1850 2 , ....... 4 Nov., 11 

25 July, 1851 6 ........ 7 March, 1861 
24 May, 1850 17 Jan., It 

28 June, 11 to 

27 July, ,, 
,. ...... 

. . . . . .  

13 May, 

.. 

............ 

........... 

,, ,, 
24 June, ,, 26 ,. ...... 

31 , ................. , ............. , ............. 

6 Dec., 1851. 
11 to 

.. 

.......... Qy.when? 

.......... 

2 Jan., to 

22 Oct., 1851 16 , ....... 

.......... 

16 Aug., It 

18 , ....... .......... 

........... 

15 July, 1850 

 1 1  ............ 

24 Feb., to 

4 , ........  

.29 ......................... 

........... 

8 May, ,, , ....... 

...... 

19 May, 
2 Nov., ,, ,. ...... ,, it 

8 , ........................ 
....... 

,, ,, 17 July, to 

.... 
................ 

,, 11 May, . ,, . 

.. 

19 Sept., 25 , ....... ..... ...... 16 Aug., 1851 

8 ..................... 

,, 1851. 

9 , .................. 
17 July, 

17 , .................... 

,, ,, 

..1 Aug., ,, 

26 ................ 

20 Jan., 

13 , ................... 

1 June, ,, 

.. 
1 Nove mber ............ 

.......... 

22 March, to  

24 , .................... 

18 March, ,, 

*............... 

17 Jan., 

I May .................. 

,, ,, , ....... 11 Feb., 3 June ...... 

2 , ....... ............ 
3 , ................... 

20 Aug., 1850 16 , ....... 

14 , ................. 

24 Jan., to .... ....... ,, ,* , ....... 

16 , ................. 
15 December .............. 

10 July, 
8 June, ,, 

.. 

17 Feb., 

7..................... 

11 ,, ,, 11 3 February .... 

,................... 
............ 
............ 

6 May, 1851. ,, ,, 

20 ,, ................. 
27 ,................... 
............. 

20 Feb., to  

27 , ................... 

,, ,, 
8 Aug., ,, ,, to 

11 to 

30 , .................... 

,, ,, 

11 January ............. 

15 of 
19  June, ,, 

15 , ............. 13 , ................ 

27 ,................ ......... 

18 

4 , .................... 

16 July,  14 * ....... 

......... ......... 

16 May, 

18 June,  

.. 

,, 
5  April, 

5 ................... 

6 July, ,, 22 ,. ...... 

, .................... 11 ..................... 
........... 

31 March, 
5 Aug., ,, 

, ................... 
4 ,, .................... 

11 
.. 

5 July ...... 20 ,, ,, 

7 , .... ................ 

17 July, 5 Nov., 1850. 

,...................... 11 * ................. 

23 Aug., ,, 
24 * .................... 
.............  

* 28 June ....... 

17 ,................. 
20 *................... 

31 May, ,, , ...... 
, ................... 
* ................... 11 June, 1852 

21 .. .... .............. 

. 

. 

....... ..... 
5 Aug., ,, 

........... 

14 Oct., ,, 

17 ...................... 

4 March .................. 11 June, ,, 
9 July ................... 

11 Nov.,  5  ........ 24 Feb., 
30 Aug., ,, 

......................... 
* ....... 19 March, 

10 
......... 

l7July * 13 * ................... 
,, ,, 

... ............. 
.......... 

27 July ...... ,, ,, 
2 Nov., 

1 2,........  
22 ,....... ........... .,, .. 10 Nov., ........... ,, . , .................. . 
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BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 

DATE OF 
ADMISSION. 

- 
DIED. DISCHARGED. 

DATE OF 
ADnISSION. 

1851. 

Din. DISCRARnED. 

1851 
25 March ...... ...... 5 Aug., 1852 13 Oct., 1851 

14 July, 

...... 
5 August, ,, 
3 October, 

1 October .... 11 June, 1852 

...... 

... ....... 3 October, 
27 Dec., 1851. 

30 May,  
 ...... 2 Oct., 1851 

...... 
,, 

,, 

... 30 September ............... , ..................... 

14 8 April 6 June, 1851 
10 
10 July 

... 

16 
4 Dec., 

26 , ............. 

....... ...... 

... 

............. 

, ................... 
26 Nov., 

29 ,.........  

16 , ....... ......... 

,, 

28 April, 
,, ...... 

20 
12 Oct., •,, 

.. 

.......... 8 Oct., 

, ......................... .............................. 
.................. 

20 Oct., 1851. 
8 Dec., 

11 June, 1852 29 .. ...... 

, ....................... 

3 Jan,, 1852 

.. 

,, ,, 
30 July, 1.851 7 

21 Dec., 1851 

2 May ...... 
21 June, ,, 
6 May 

... 

... 

. 
13 , ....... 

... 

Qy. when? 
15 Dec., 1851 

17 , ..... ....  

14 , ....... 

................ 

........... 

............ 2 April, 1852 

22 , ...................... 
............. 

16 

 1 1  ...... 

18 

, ....................... 

4 November ................ 
........... 

.. 

10 Dec.,1851 

... 

, , 3 Jan , 1852 
9 Dec., 1851 

6 ,. ...... 

Il
12 

......... 

.... 

12 Dec., 20 

15 
,, ................... , ...................... 

17 June, 1852 

,. ...... 
19 

5 ....................... 

............ 

10 June, 1852 

19 ....................... 

12 Jan., 
IV 

15 April, 17 July, 1851 

... 

11 June, 1852 
, ....... 

, ..................... 
17 Feb., 

11 
 

, ..................... 
........... 

5 Aug., 1851 

.. 

. 

 ................. 

..... 10 June, 

, . .  ... ....  

6 June ...... 

24 , .................... ........ ... 

5 Sept., ,, 
22 May, 

6 June, .............................. 

, ........... 
26 , ....... 

...... 
............... 

25 Jan., ..,, 

27 , .................... 
17 July,  

3 Dec. 

14 Sept. . ,, 

.................. 
..................... 

Qy. when? 
... 31 Dec. 1851 

, ....................... 

10 , ....................... 
................ 

,, ,, 
1 Aug., 

19 June, 18.52 

10 

,, , 
1 December ............  

................. 

, ................... 

14 
 

18 , ....................... 
28 Aug., ,, 
16 July, 10 

27 .......................... 

8 ,, ....................... 

18 Feb., 1852. 

..... 

......... 
17 

,, 
3 April, 1852 15 .. ...... 

9 ......................... 

...... 
15 ,, 
23 Feb., 

3 July 

, ....................... 
13 , ...................... 

Qy. when? 14 
... 

4 
21 Oct., 1851 

' ....... 

, ...... 
.................... 

9 Aug.,  1 8 5 2. 

, ..................... 
26 ...................... 

...... 

15 ,, 

.................... 
........... 

.......... 
7 
14 July, 

.... 

6 January 
,, ...... 

12 Jan, 1852 6 , .........  ... 
4 .fts.ug., 

,, 

24 Oct.,  
11 June, 1852 

, ............. 
9 ,, ...... .......... . ..... .- 10 Feb., . ,, 

18 Dec., 1851 13 , .. . 

.................. 

11 .8 , .................. 
.................. 26 Oct., 

..- 
. :26 26 fan., . Jan., 1 5 Aug., ............. IV  

.... ...... 12 , ,, 10 June, 1852 
24 :: : ............ , ................... 

. 19 March, ,, 2 August ......  ....... 
' 10 

... 
...... .......... .. . 5 Aug., 1851 

, ............... 
28 .... ... 
2 February.... 

27 , ................... 

Feb. 2, 1852.. ô May, IV  4 ,.........  
11 

26 Sept., 1 March, IV 
5 16 Aug., , . IV 

' ................... ............... 

9 
22 Sept.,  

16 ........................ 
. 

6 ,, ................... 
................... ................... 

6  Nov.,,,, 11 Sept., ..................... 
16 ,, ...... ............ 27 Feb 

8 Sept., 

..... 
1September..:::: 

10:: 26 

............... 8 ,, .................... 
,: ...... :::::.... 26 Aug, 5 18 Dec.,  

7 Nov.,  ,, ...... Qy. when? 
25 March, 1852 

,, ft 
2 March, 

I 18 Sept., 18.51 
8 Oct., ,, 

2 March ................... ........... .. 

,, ............... 
20 
 16 ,,  
Jan., 1852 10 ........ 26 June 

21 April, 1852 I 26 Sept., 1851 4 May ,, ... ... ... 24 ,, . ,, 1 Nov., 30 , ....... 

8 ,, ................... ............. 
Qy. when? 

............ 
10 June, 1852 ,... .... ......... 

15 .................... 
.. 27 April 1852 

26 Nov., ,, 
29 Sept., 1851 

6 April...... 

24 ..................... ........... 
2 April 

23 Oct.,  
13 Dec., 

8 ........ 

... 
............... 
..... 

March, ..,, 
3 Feb., 18.52 
17 March ,, 

.................. 
12 ........ 

.........15 

29 Sep. ............. 
11 June ,, ,, 

13 .................. 
30 ................. , . I - 
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DATE OF 
ADMIsSIoN. DIED. 

BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 

DATE OF 

DISCHARGED. ADMISSION. DIED. DISCHARGED. 

1 June. 

2 Dec., 1856 
3 June 

21,, 

25 Aug. 
I, 

2 July. 

17 Aug. 
15 Dec. 
2 July. 
26 June. 

14 Jan., 1853 
29 June. 
26 
29 
26 
28 July. 
30 Aug. 
17 
30 
17., 
19 Dec., 1853 
ö July. 
11 

ii Oct. 
15 Dec. 

8 Nov. 
2 Aug. 
16 Feb., 1853 
21 Oct. 

11 

24 Feb., 1853 
it 

16 Nov. 
16 Dec. 
18 Aug. 
17 Dec. 
31 July. 
9 Oct., 1854 
17 Sept. 
17 Feb., 18.53 
18 Aug. 
13 Sept. 
15 
12 Oct. 
27 Aug. 
11 May, 1853 

25 Aug. 
15 Sept. 

26 Nov. 
8 Sept. 

13 
19 Jan., 1853 

20 Oct. 
6 April. 
21 March, 1853 
17 June, 
8 Dec. 
20 Nov. 

5 
21 March. 
13 June. 
21 Oct. 
30 

10 Nov., 
5 

1852. 
iMay 

19 , ....... 

25 

2june 

11 ,....... 

, ....... 

:' ...... 

16 :::::: 

23 , ....... 

29 , ....... 
30 , ....... 

1Jly 
2 , ....... 

6 ,, ::::.. 

14 
15 , ....... 

17 ....... 
, ....... 

19 

21 ........ 
,....... 

22 , ....... 

28  
2 August 

:: 
12 , ....... 
14 , ....... 
20 ,....... 

23 
25 

27 
2 September 

:: :::... 

, ....... 
13 ,....... 
15 , ....... 
16 , ........ 

13 October 

14 
20 , ...... 

21 , ...... 
22 , ...... 

29 , ..... 
4 November  

1852. 
4 November .... 

::.::: 15 Nov., 1852. 
19 

4 

27 , ........... 
1 December ...... 

, ........... 

6 , ........9 Nov., 1853. 

9 

11................... 
14 , ....... 7 . . . .  

Jan., 18.53. 
16,........... . . 

2 
. 

6 Nov., 1853. 
30 , .................. 

1853. 

3 January ...... 

13 :::::: 

" ..:: 

2 Feb., 1863. . 21, ........ 
24 ............... 
26 , ............ ...... 

5 February .: 

. 

8 , ....... . 
16 
17 , ....... 

........ 

1 Feb., 1854. 

18 ,.................. 

. 

19 : 9 Jan., 1854. 
2 1 , ......... 
2 5 ,......... 

2 6 ,......... 

1 March ........ 

5, .......... 
7 , .......... 
10 , .......... 
16 , ........... 
23 , ....... 

.  18 , ........... 

31 ,....... 

..... 

31 15 
. .  

 .......... 
. 
, 53. 15 April, 18 

9 May, is  
13 April ................. 

.. 

14 :: 
.:::.: 

5 Nov. 
2?. Dec:. 

22 June, 
20 Nov. 
24 Dec. 
3 

8 

Qy. 
29 Dec. 
17 
7 Jan., 185?. 
29 Dec. 

22 

29 

14 March, 

10 Jan. 
25 
14 

ii June. 

15 
17 
1 March. 

24 Feb. 
IS 
19 
17 
19 

23 June. 
2 May. 
9 Feb. 
6 April. 

22 June. 

11 

9 March. 

23 

9 

19 April. 

12 Dec. 
22 Feb., 1S5 
30 March. 

22 
11 April. 
27 May. 
22 April. 
3 Aug. 

Il July. 
31 Aug. 
18 April. 
25 March. 
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J3ENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 5 

DATE OF 
ADMISsIoN. DIED. DISCHARGED. 

18.53. 
14 April ...................25 March. 

9 May. 
16 April. 
27 March, 1855 

: : . :: : : : :: 15 April. 
18 

16 ,, ...................21 
...... 

18 ,, ...................19,, 
.........6 June. 

20 ,, 12 May. 
iJuly. 

23 

 21 ,, ...... ..............4,, 

, ....... ...........l7July. 

.........2i May. 

...... 

27 
 26 ' ...................2,, 
' ..................27 July. 

28 January. 
23  May. 
11  

30 ........ ...............25,, 
2 May ...... .. .......... ...28 Jan., 1854 

7May. 
28  Jan. 

4 ......... SMay. 
9 ........ ..............30,, 
11 , ......................15 June. 

21 
....... 
...... 

9 March, 1854 
.20 May. 

12 ,,.....................18 May. 
16 , ....................23,, 

27 July. 
13 June. 

27 July. 
17 ,, ........................ 17 June. 

3 
19 ,, .......................20 May. 
26 , ....... .............. ...21 April. 

21 .............  .... ...... ...19 Dec. 

15 June. 
23 ,, ................... ....2,, 

4 July. 

26 
 25 ,.........................27 May. 
, .......................29 June. 

28 ,, ...... ......... .... ....3OMay. 

30 ,, ...... ............... 

17 Oct., 
28 Jan., 1854 

1 June .................ii June. 

10 
 2 ,...................17:: 
, ....... ............2 Dec. 

.24 Oct., 1854 
11.................18 June. 

.  29 , ................2 July. 

4,,  

:: 

19 Oct , 1854 
2 July ...........26 July. 

4 
7................ 17 Nov., 1854 

7 Ma.r., . 1854.. 
17 Nov.  

DATE OF 
ADMISSION.. DIED. 

1853. 
11 July ...... ...15 July. 

18 July. 

22 

 1 8 , ............. 

, ............ 

21 , ........... 

3 August.  .... . . . .  
15 ,, 

16 ,, 
18 ,, 7 March, 1854. 
1 Septe mber ...... 

8 Feb., 1854. 
7 November. 

15 
 1 0 , ........... 
, ........... 

23 , ............ 

1 October ....... 

:; :::::: 

:•::::. 18 November. 

7 
1 7, .......... 

21 , ....... 

. 

..19 May, 1854. 

22 
26 , ........9 Jan., 1854. 

31 , ..................... 
7 November ............... 

9 
17 

.. ,.................... 
................... 

22 , ..................... 
2 ,..................... 
24 ,.................... 

25 ,, 

28 
30 .................. 
1 December ............ 

9 
 6 , ................. 
,....... .......... 

12 , ................. 
13 , ........6 April, 1854. 
20 , ................... 

22 
30 ,................... 

1854. 

6 January ................ 
11 , ................... 
16 ................... 
19 , ................... 
20 , ................... 
23 ............... . ..... 

24 , ................ . 
28 , ................. 
1 February 

DISCHARGED. 

12 July. 

27 
22 Aug. 

2 March, 1854 
1 Aug. 
2 May. 
13 Feb., 1854 
27 Mar., 1855 
28 July, 1854 
19 Dec. 
31 Oct. 
16 Sep. 

16 Aug. 

21 Feb., 1854. 

19 Dec. 
7 

28 Sep. 

22 Aug. 
11 

2 Nov. 

17 Oct. 
9 March,1854 

18 Nov. 
9 March. 
26 Nov. 

19 Dec. 

23 Nov. 
9 Dec- 

9 Nov.: 
2 
8,, 

4 Jan., 1854 
23 Nov. 
26 
I March,1854 
12 Dec. 

11 

4 Jan., 1854 

4 March. 
27 ,, 1855 
19 Dec. 
8,, 
2 
19 Oct., 1854 
12 Dec. 

18 Feb., 1864- 

11  

3 March 
17 Feb., 
5 Jan., 

28 Feb. 
3 
18 Jan. 
24 April. 
2 Feb. 
23 Jan. 
-28 

11 Feb. 
27 Mar., 1855 

17 ,, 1854 

393—B 



DISCHARGED. 

10 July, 1856 
27 March, 1855 

18 Aug., ,, 
7 July. 
22 Aug. 
26 
19 July. 
27 Sept. 11 
29 July. 
23 Aug. 

4,:  

to  21 May, 1855 
19 Oct. 
10 Aug. 
19 March. 

18 Sept. 
9 Aug. 
11 Oct. 
3 Sept. 
7 Dec. 
l May. 
9 Nov. 
23 May, 1855 4 Sept. 
24 Oct. 
25 to  
11 Sept. 

to 

19 Oct. 11 
27 March. 
27 Sept. 'p 
8 9 Nov. 11 
16 Aug. 
24 Oct. 19 to  
25 Sept. 3 Oct. 
7 Dec. 11 Oct. 
29 Sept. 

19 Oct. 91 to 
to  27 Nov. 

30 to  
17 Oct. 

8 Feb. 
6 Nov. 
20 Sept., 1856 
27 Oct. 
28 Dec. 
15 Jan., 1855 
17 Dec. 
1 Feb. 
8 Jan., 

14 Nov. 

19 Feb. 
23 April, to  
27 March. 

24 Jan., to 

1 Dec. 

4 ,, 
6 
15 Jan., 

me BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 

DATE OF 
ADMISSION. 

- 
EIED. DISCHARGED. 

DATE OF 
ADuIssiov. 

1854. 

DIED. 

18.54. 
2 February .... ........... 20 Feb. 
7 .. ...... ........... 16,, 

.. 29 June ............... 

3  July .. .. July. 

8 , 20'  5 
SApril. 

..,, 12 ,. ...... 
22 Feb. 

7 ,................... 

14 ,. ...... 
14 March. 
,, 

19 ,. ...... 

15 Feb. :: 
,, 

22  
p.................. 

............ 

............ 

,, 
20,, 

21 ,.................. 

,.................. 
............ 

13 ,.................... 

13 March. 

10 ...................... 

14 ,, 

25 ,.................. 
,................. 

4 S 

,.................. 

19 April. 
2 June. 6 ..................... 
30 March ,....... 

14 ,..................... 
16 ,..................... 

1 l.lay.  

27 ,.................. 

.... 

2 March ................... 

15 April 

4 August ............... 

12 June. 

....... 

28 March. 

,.................. 
,.................. 

11 ..................... 
9 .................... 

10 ,. ...... 
,. ...... 

........... 

...... ..... 

10 ,................... 

13 April 12 
29 March. 15 ,. ...... ......... . 
17 July. 23 ,. ...... 
17 March, 1855 ,. ...... 

.. 25 ,..................... 

18 April. 25 ,. ...... 

........... 29 ,.................... 

,, 
3,, 

,. ...... 

........... 

5,, 
3,, 

............ 

18,, 

30 ,................... 

31 .................. 

15,, 7 ,. ...... 
,, 8 ,....... 

1 Aprl ...... ........... 

27 March. 
,, 

10 April. 

............ 

7 .................. 

,, , 11 ......... 1 August. 

6 September .............. 

.10 ................. 

20 July. 

,. ...... ............ 
............ 

12 ................... 
2,, 

13 .................... 

27 ,. ...... 

:, .................. 

13 Nov.,18 

20 ,. ...... ........... 
21 . ...... ........... 
22 ,. ...... ........... 

28 
17 April. 

23 .................... 
............ 

16 Aug. 
29 May. 

,. ...... . . . .  

,, .29 ............ 27  -Oct. 
10 October 7 Feb., 1855. ,, 

18 M 
5,, 
15,, , 

28 
 10,, 

3 ,, 
...... 10,, 

19 ,............ 
23 ,............ 

to 18,, ,, 

,............ 

24 ,................... 

18 Oct. 

29 ............. 
3 November ....... 

,, 
19 May.  

12 ,............ 
14 ,........... 

15 November. 18 ......... 
14 June 

. ......... 
25 ,................ 

23 ......... 
15 June. 

............ 

4May
............................ 

12 July.  

4 ............. 
6 ,............ 

28 June 

,.................. 
13 ,................ 

11 July.  
,.................. ,.................. 

27 March. 

9 ,.................. 10 ,.................. 
15 ................... 

31 .................... 
24 ,.................... 
29 ,..................... 

16 Sept. . - 24 , .............. 
2 June .................. 

28 

3 ,................... 
.14 June. 27,, 

19 ,....... 29,, 21 ,. ...... 3July. 
12 ,.................... 
23 .. ...... ............ 

. 
4July. 

,.................. 
. ............. 

,.................. 
29 ,................... 18 O,,ct. 29 ,.................. ,.................. 

,.................. 
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BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 

DATE OF DATE OP 
...DMISSIOM. DIED. DISCHARGED. ADMISSION. DIED. 

1854. 
9 November.. 

30 , ....... 

December 

12 Dec. 
26 Feb., 18.56, 

1.5 , ....... 

18 , ...... 
1 Jan., 1855. 

19 ........ 

22 , ....... 

23 
2.3 , ...... 
30 , ....... 

1855. 

1 January 
3 , ...... 

S, ...... 

S, ...... 
12 ,....... 

13 
, ....... 

16 , ...... 

23  
24 , ....... 

27 ,....... 24 April. 

1 February 30 April. 

8 , ....... 
9 , ....... 

12 , ....... 

14 
15 ,, . ...... 
17 , ....... 
19 , ....... 

20 , ....... 
21 , ....... 

22 , ....... 8 October.  

S Jan., 1855 

4 Dec. 
18 Aug., 1855 

25 April. 
11 

9 March, 1855 
31 Jan. 
2 July. 

5 Jan., 1855 
1 11 11 

19 Dec. 

18 May. 
22 Feb. 

IFeb. 
13 June. 

29 Jan. 
29 Oct., 1856 
3 Aug., 

8 Feb., 1855 

13 Jan. 
27 March, 

8 Jan. 
13 Feb. 
28 

27 March. 

17 

28 May; 
29 
14 March. 
2 July. 

27 March. 

26 Feb. 

27 March. 

17 Dec. 
28 Sept. 
26 March, 18.56 
23 April. 
17 
14 Feb. 
5 March. 
9.. 

15 Feb. 
21 

17 March. 
9 
2 
21 May. 

13 March. 
4 June. 
3 March. 

15  

18.55. 
23 February.. 
24 , ..... 

26 , ...... 
2 March ..... 

6 

13 , ...... 
15 , ...... 

16 , ...... 
19 , ...... 
21 ,...... 31 March. 
26 , ...... 

27 , 

29 ...... 

30 .... 
19 April. 

7 April ...... 4 April. 

11 , ....... 

12 ' ...... 
16 
17 , ....... 
18 , ....... 
19 

20 '...... 

21 ::.::: 
23 ,....... 

25 
, ....... 

27  
28 

30 , ....... 
7May ....... 
16 ........ 

18 

19 , ....... 
23 
28 
30 

31 , ....... 

4June 

18 , ....... 

21 
23 , ....... 
27 , ........ 

11 October. 
21 July 

4 

4 October. 
6 
12 , ....... 
13 
16 ,....... 

7 

DISCHARGED. 

5 June. 
28 March. 

11 

28 Feb. 
7 April, 1857 
18 ,, 
27 June. 

11 

21 May. 

8 March. 
17 to 

21 

17 Dec. 
3 April. 
23 March. 

10 Oct. 
11 

21 April, 1856 

7y. 

21 ,, 

21 July, 1856 

30 April. 
11 
2 July. 
ii 
16 May. 
16 Jan., 1856 
1 Oct. 
11 May. 
2 July. 
30 April. 

21 July. 
25 April. 
30 May. 
13 Aug. 

23 
30 Sept. 
17 May. 

2 July. 
LI May. 
6 June. 
31 May. 
21 April, 1856 
21 May. 
17 

23 May. 
11 June, 1857 
21 May. 
2 June. 

27 

4 
24 Dec. 
2 July. 

6 June. 
11 

10 July. 
it 
13 
8 Oct. 

9 Dec. 

12 

26 July. 
14 
26 Feb., 1856 
14 Aug. of 
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DATE OF 
ADmssIoN. DIED. 

1855. 
16 July 30 July. 
21 ,, - ........ 

23 , ......... 
1 August ...... 

4 ............ 
... 

7 ,, October 5. 
8 , ......... 
9 .......... 
14 , ......... 
15 , ......... 

Jan. 29, 1856. 

18 , .......... 
20 , .......... 
22, ......... 
25 , .......... 

27 

28, .......... 
21 December. 

30,. ...... ........... 

3September... :::::::::. 

10 , ............ 
12 , ........... 

14 
13 May, 1858. 

15 ,, 

19 , .........November 26. 
29 ,, December 31. 
1 October ...... 

4 

8 , ........... 
9 , .......... 

15 , .......... 

16 ,, 
17 , .......... 
22 , .......... ... 
24 

25 :, . ....... 

27 :: 9 February. 

30, ............. 
1 November ........... 

2 .......... .. .. ...... 

6 , ..................... 

7 , ................. 

BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 

DATE or 
DISCUAIInED. ADMISS O. DIED. 

1855. 
7 November .. 26 December. 

25 July. 

14 Nov. 
17 Dec. 

21 Nov. 

23 Jan., 1856 
20 Nov. 
10 ,, 
GMay. 

3 Sept , 
16 Nov. 
17 ,, 
lOct. 
31 Aug 
13 Feb 
20 Nov 
29 March. 19 , 
8 Oct 
22 ,, 

, ......... 

30 Jan 

10 May. 

19 Nov. 

9 , ........ 
10  , ........ 
12 .......... 

21 April. 

13 ........... 

11 Oct. 

17 , ......... 
2 1 ......... 
26 , ......... 
5 December . . . . .  

20 N
11  
ov. 

11 ........ 
11 ......... 

1 January. 
20 May. 

6 ......... 
........ 

14 Sept. 1856. 
3 Oct. 

, ......... 

27 Feb. 

1 2 ......... 

, ......... 

7 April. .. 

, ......... 

' ........ 
20 , ......... 
, ......... 

7 
16 Sept. 

, ......... 

5 Nov. 

21 , ......... 

, ....... 
6 May. 

22 , ........ 

, ....... 10 December. 

28 , .......... 
29 , ........ 

' ......... 

21 April. 20 January. 
17 ,, 

lOct. 

3 January ....... 

,....... 

23 Oct., 1856 

:: .......... 

.. .. ...... 
23 Jan., ,, 

9 , .......... 

. . 
16 Nov. [ 

.......... 
18 February. 

6 ,, 24 March. 
23 Oct. 

14 ' .......... 
16 ,......... 

, 

16 Jan. . 

. . .  

3 Nov. 

21 , .......... 

5 Dec. . 21 April. 
1 Nov. 

23 , ......... 
... 

17  Dec. 

.. 

15 ct. 4 February ii February. 
17 Dec. 
24 Nov. 
25 Oct. 

, .......... 
, .......... 

8Nv. 

24 , ......... 
28 ,, . ........ 
29 , .......... 

12 ,, 

, .......... 

16  Jan. 
11 

, ............ 

26 Nov. . 

15 , ........... 
18 ............ 
20 , ........... 

3 

21 , ............ 
22 , ............ 

23 , ............. 

19 Dec. 3 March ............ 
29 ............... 

12 March. 
17 

5 , ........ 
12 

15 15 March. 

18 April. 
27 , .................. 
31 , ............... 

DISCHARaED. 

11 Feb. 
16 May. 
12 Nov. 
4 Feb. 
30 Nov. 
24 Feb. 
7 
22 Nov. 
5 Dec. 
28 Nov. 
13 Dec. 
7 Jan., 185 
13 Dec. 
24 
16 May, 
22 Dec. 
20 Aug. 

24 Dec., 1856 
30 May. 

11 Feb. 
1 Jan., 1856 
25 March. 
10 July. 

13 Oct. 
11 Jan., 1856 
23 
26 

15 Feb. 

7 Jan. 

17 Sept. 

21 Dec., 1857 

16 Jan. 

31 

16 Aug. 
9 Feb 

29 April 

28 Jan. 

1 

25 Feb. 
12 Sep. 

5 April 
24 March 
15 Feb. 
25 

19 May 
30 
6 March 
21 April 

11 

26 Feb. 
21 April 
19 March- 

8 April 
29 March 

7 April 
10 May 



621 

21 

23 
25 
26 1 

BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 

DATE OF 
ADMISSION. DIED. DISCHARGED. 

DATE OF 
AoSIISSION, DIED. DISCHARGED. 

1856 - 
4 
 2 April ...... 21 April 20 Sept. 
S  

......... 
.................. 

1 August 
12  18 , .................. 

22 ........ 
22   

12 September ............... 

13 Oct. 
4 

LI :: 10 
7 May 

27 :: 
30 

25 , ...................... ..... .......... 

29 September. 

19 ......... 

15 ...................... 
12 June 

......... 
 1 October .... 
.......... 8 May. 

24 Dec. " .................. 
13 Sept. 10 July. 

.. 

....... 
13  May 
4 June 3 , ....... 

........... .. 

4 Oct. 

.............. 

31 Dec. 

* ..................... 
21 
20 Nov. ................... 

........... 

13 May 
24  April 

.. 

9... ...... 6 Dec 

2 July, 1857 22 , ....... 
4 , ................. 

......................... 
........... 

23 Oct. 
,, 

28 May 

15 , ............. ...........

0 December. 
31 Dec. 2 May ......... 10 July, 1857 

........... 

2S Oct. 6 May 
7 

29 , ....... 30 

........  .... 
* ..................... 

7 ...................... ,, 
3 June 3 

, .................... 
25 , ................... 

17 June. 
s Dec. 

4 Juno. 

30 ...................... 
.............. 

4 , 
C. ................... ,, 

24 ,, 11 ,....... 

, .................. 
8 ,.................... 

17 April. 
10 Nov. 

30  Oct. 
6 Dec. 
19 

1 July 

,, 14 ......................... 1.5 ........................ 
5 ......... 

19 July.  
27 May.  

19 , .................. , ....... ........... 22 
7 Jan., 1857. 

8 

6 ' .................... 
7 ..................... 

9 June 
..........................
24 

21 ..................... 
.... 

13  
17 , ....... ........... ..30  

6 ' ....... 
26 , .................... 11 Dec. 

0 ......... 24 Feb., 1853. ..23 July, 1857. ... ........... 

2 J
11 

23 June 

........... 

12 June, une ................... 
23 Nov., 1857 

19 Dec. 
2  

8 Sept., 1857 

3 , ....... 
24 Jan., 1857. 

28 , .............. 

, ................ 
27 
21 Jan,, 1857. 

1 ,....... 
8 July. 4 , ....... 17 March. 

3 

3 ,, ................. 
............. 
.......... ... 31 Dec. 

30 June. 

................... 

3 Dece mber ............ 

21 April. 
19 Oct. 3 ,, .................... 

9 July. 
20 Aug. 

5 ,........ 
, ................... 

3 June, 1857. 

I 
1 July ................... 3 Oct. 

17 , ........... 

19 , ........ , ............... 
29 December. 

21 Oct. 

22 July. 
5 Sept. 

20  12 Jan., 1857. ,..................... . 
13 Aug. 22 

5 Jan. 

.... 
8 Sept. 
3 

23 ,....... i 1857. 
I ,, 

........... 

,. 
14 Aug. 

24 ,, Jan,, 1857 2 

24 June: , 
................ 

............. 

27 Sept. 
1857. 

........... 

25 July. 
20 Jan. 

Augist 

15 Oct. 
6 Sept. 

3 , 2 January .................. 9 May. 
14 Feb. 13 Nov , 5 ,.................... 

.............. 

7 Oct. 
.................. 

.......... 

25 Aug. 
10 July, 1857. 

.............. 
30 Jan. " ..... ..  8 Sept. 

,. ................... 

19  - ...

.... 26 Oct. is ........ ............. 

io ...................... 
14 ................... 17  

27 Feb. 

16Aug. 
16 
,, .......  .......... 16 Marcj 

21 Feb., 1857. 
17 ........ ........... . 

.. 
30 May. 

22 May. io ...... ii Feb. 
25 20 Sept. 

28 Oct. 23 Jan. 
9 Dee, 22 

.................. .......... 
23 .anuary. ,, 

8 July. 

** .................. 
23 ,.................... 11 7 March. 

3  Sept. . 11 - 25 Feb 21 Oct. 
,................ 

28 

................. 
24 January. 

11 
5 Sept 
13 Oct 

- .......... 
5 February 

* ..................... 3 June. 
13 July. ... 
16 Feb. 

September .............. 
15 September, 

............... 20 M 
17 - 9 Dec. 

10 ,.................. , ............................ .. 
25  
15 Oct. 

............. 
14 ,, .........  20  Sept. ............................ ...... .... l2Aug. 



DISCII&RGED. 

2 Nov. 

30 Oct. 

31 July. 
27 to  
1 Aug. 3 6 
3 
9 Sept. 

10 Nov. 

17 Aug. 11 
2 Feb., 1858. 
12 Oct. 

6 Aug. 
12 Oct. 
3 Sept. 7 to  
18 Aug. 
26 to  
31 Oct. 

2 ,, 

to  27 Jan., 1858. 

14 Aug. 
12 Dec. 11 01 

7 Sept. 

29 Sept. 

16 Nov. to 
16 Sept. 
19 Oct. 

19 Sept. 

2 Feb. 
14 Oct. 

,. 
19 Nov. 

29 Oct. 

14 Nov. 
28 Nov. 
23 to  
14 Oct. 

27 Jan., 1858. 

1 April. 
15 Jan., 1858. 
30 Nov. 

6 Jan., 1868. 
27 ,, 
16 Nov. 
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10 BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 

DATE OP 

AuMIssIo. DIED. DISChARGED. 
DATE OF 
ADMIssIoI. 

1857. 

DIED. 

857 
14 February 20 March. 

10 July. 24 October. 

3June 29 
2 Sept. 
3 March. 

, ........ 

11 ,, 

2 4 J u ne ....... 

30 
5 ,, IJuly 

4 March ...... 15 June. 

, ......... 

25 March. 

, ......... 
10 , ......... 

10 20 April. 

13 , ......... 
18 

18 March. 
11  

12 
19 ,, 
20 ,, 2 November. 

27 ,, 

23 , ......... 
25 July. 

24,, I 

24 ........ 
27 , ........ 
30,, 

. . . .  

21 ,, 
13 , 

8 April. 
21 March. 
8 April. 

, ........... 

27 ,, 
8 ,, 

' ........... 

31 ............. 

' ............ 
,............ 

28 March. 
3August .......... 

17 April. 
, ............. 

21 , 

16 , . . . . . . . . . .  

21 May 
25 11  26 May, 1858. 

29 October. 

6 , ............. 

23 , . . . . . . . . . .  
25 , . . . . . . . . . .  

2April. 

, ............. 
26 ,. 
27 

...... 

6 , . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  

4 July. . 
23 April. 

8 , ............... 
12 

, ............. 
99 ............... 

ii ........... 
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, .................. 

13 November. 

......... 

19 Jan., 18.58 
, ........ 

9 April 21 

18 , . . . . . . . . . . .  

15 ,, ,, 

3April ...... 
9 ,, 
6 ,, 

13 , .......... 

11 ........... 

20 , ............. 
............ 

13 May. 
24 April. 29 August. 

8 , ....... 5May 

28 ,, ............ 

3 

, .................. 
28 , .................. 

.......... 

25 April. 

, ....... .. 
2 September ............. 

, ............ 

,, 

, .................. 

• 21,, 
4 ,.................. 
5 , .................. 

,, 
.................. 

80 July. 
9 ,.................. 
'. ...... 

27,. 7May. 11 ................. 
........... 

29 ,, 27 ,, 
3 August. 

2 May ...... 14 May. 
5 ,. ...... Ii ,, 

6 , 
29May. 

30 , .................... 

27 ,, 

31 ....................... 

20 ,............. 

11 , 

7 , ...................... 
............... 

15 , ....................... 

1.5 ,, 
27 Jan., 1858. 

13 ,, 

............... 

May 14 26 

, ......... 
' . . . . . . . .  

14 
 , 

1 0 ,......... 
16 , ........ 

2 July.  

17 , ......... 

29 ,, 

". ........ 

23 , ......... 

30 ,. ...... 

, . . . . . . . . .  

21  , .............. 

22 June 
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.... .......... 

29May 

28 , .......... 

.............. 

23 Oct. 

....... 

. . . . . .  

1 June.- 
, .......... ... 

lJune ...... 

7 , ............. 

.. . .. -....... 
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8 , ............. 

2 , .......
It  IJuly ,, 10 ,. ...... 

, ......... 

9 , ......... 
............. 

,, 

.1 October ....... .... 

24 , .............. 
26 , ................ 

30 ,, 

7 , ............ 
14 , ............ ..... 
, ............. 

10 , 

28 , ................ 
30 , ................. 

, . ...... 20 ,............... 
23 ,. ...... ........ .30 November. 

.......... 

14 Oct 24 ,, 

4 , ............................ 

, .................. 
9 ,............................ 

1 April, 1858. 11 ........ 7Aug' 
, .................. '.................. 

lOct. 

26 , .................. 
, 

13 , ....... 
............ 

- 10 Sept. 1 April. '.................. 
12 ,................... 

14 July. 

28 ,.................. ............ 
l8Jaly. 

17 , ........ 15 .................. 
4 Sept. , .................. 518 , ........ 
4 ,, 29 ' .................. 

91 ............ 



23 Jan. 

1 April. 
1 

15 January. 
15 February. 

24 February. 

2 March. 

4 March. 
It 

16 
27 Jan. 

27 Jan. 

24 Feb. 
29 March. 

25 ,, 
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DATE OP 
ADMIssIoN. 

1857. 
30 October 
4 November 

5 , ....... 
7 
10 , ...... 

ii , ..... 
12 , ....... 
13 , ....... 
17 , ....... 

19 , ....... 
21 ........ 

23 , ....... 

25  

26 

3 December 
8 , ........ 

10 , ....... 

:: :::::. 
17 ........ 
18 , ....... 
19 , ....... 
, ....... 

21 , ....... 

22 ,....... 
28 

29  
30 ,, ....... 

1858. 

2 January 
4 , ....... 
11 , ....... 

12  

13 
14 ,, ....... 
15 , ....... 
18 , ....... 

22  
23 , ....... 

27 

30 , ....... 
1 February  

DIED. I 

17 Dec. 
18 

8 April, 1858. 
29 Dec. 

18 Jan., 1858. 

18 Nov. 
16 Dec. 

28 December. 
25 Nov. 

26 Nov. 

15 Dec. 
4 Jan., 1858. 
16 Dec. 
27 Nov. 
13 Jan., 1858. 
23 

11 December. 
21 , 
5 
30 Dec. 

6 March, 1858. 
19 December. 

14 Jan. 

27 
6Feb. 
8Jan. 

22 Jan. 
6 January. 

DATE OP 
ADMIssIoN DIED. DISCRAROED. 

1858. 
3 February...... 

:'......... 
10 , ........ 3 April. 
12, ......... 
15  , ......... 
16 , ......... 

19 :'......... 
22 , .......... 

2 5 ,.......... 

::::" 

1 March ......... 
2 , . . . . . . . . .  
3 , .......... 

9 ,.......... 
, ............. 

1 0............ 

11 , ............... 

12 ,....... 

17 

...... 

3OMarch. 
.18 , .................. 
22 ,........ 
23 , .................. ........... 

24 , .................. 
26 ,.................. 
27 , .................. 
29 ,, ., 

1 April ....... .  

20 April. 

31 , . . . . . . . .  

20 April. 

3 )........ 
. 

6 , ........ 

9 , ....... 
7.,............ 

1 April. 

.

2  
. . . . .  

12 , ................. 
14 ,.................. 
15 

........... 17 , ........ 

19 ,.................. 

21 
22 , .................. 
24 
26 , .................. 
28 

29 ,.................. 

12 Feb. 

24 March. 

1 91 

2 

24 
16 

27 Feb. 
15 March. 
6 
16 

1 

5 April. 

5 
12 

I 15 

8 
16 

16 

20 
6 

16 April. 

21 April. 

By 
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By the foregoing Return it appears that during the period from 1st January, 1850, 
to the. 30th April, 1858, the Admissions, Deaths, and Discharges of Children under 12 
years of age, from the Benevolent Asylum, Sydney, have been as follows :- 

For the Year 1850............ 

ADMISSIONS. DEATHS. DISCHARGES. 

123 7 126 

4 160 185t............164 

1852.............. 161 6 155 

1853........... 224 19 205 

227 . 11 20.5 1854............. 

18 246 1855.............273 

192 . 20 156 

259 . 15 195 

1856 ............ 

1857 ..............
To3OthApril,1858 ............ 102 8 25 

Total ............ . 

. .  

1,725 108 1,473 

It also appears that during the above-named period there have been received 374 
Infants under the age of 12 months, of whom 68 have died, 56 of that number having 
been nursed by their mothers. 

J. JOHNSON, 
Assistant Secretary. 

S. W. MANSFIELD, 
Sydney, 16 July, 1858. Master. 
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?1ewIattbe Rooemblp. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM. 
(REPORT FROM TRUSTEES.) 

Ordered by the Le'islaiive A3sembly to be Printed, 5 May, 1858. 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM, FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER, 1857. 

To His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

&c., &c., &c. 

The Trustees of the Australian Museum have the honor to submit to your Excel 
lency this their fourth Annual Report. 

Owing to the liberality of the Legislature in granting the sum of two thousand 

pounds 2,000,) towards the completion of the Museum, the Contract entered into at the 

close of last year to provide additional rooms for the accommodation of the officers of the 

Institution; to erect staircases to the gallery; to ventilate the building; to drain and flag 

the basement; and, in other respects, to improve and complete the present building,—was 

carried out as speedily as possible, at an expenditure of one thousand six hundred and fifty 
pounds (1,650.) 

The Collections of Specimens in the various branches of Natural History having 

been arranged, as far as was practicable at the moment, the Museum was thrown open for 

public inspection on the 24th May, 1857, and upwards of ten thousand persons availed 

themselves of the opportunity offered of visiting the Museum during the first week of its 
opening. 

The Trustees have much pleasure in stating that during the past year the Col. 

leetions have been still further enriched by numerous donations, not only from persons 

resident in the Colony, but also from individuals in various parts of the Globe. Amongst 

the most important of these may be recorded,—lst. A skull and other bones of a new fossil 
marsupial animal called Zygomaturur trilbus, which were discovered at the Darling Downs, 
and presented to the Museum by F. N. Tsaacs, Esq., of Gowrie. 2ndly.: A valuable Collection 

of Crustacm, &e., from the Feejees and other of the Pacific Islands, presented by Dr. Rayner, 

and Assistant-Surgeon Macdonald, of H. M. S. "Herald"; and, 3rdly.: An important series 

of casts of fossil animals from the Museum of Natural History of Paris, for the possession of 

which the Trustees are indebted to the exertions of Sir William Macarthur. 

The Trustees have also the honor to inform your Excellency, that plans and 

estimates for the proposed extension of the Museum building have been prepared by the 

Colonial Architect, and have met with the approval of the Board. These plans have been 

submitted to the Government, with a request that they will cause a sum of money to be 

placed on the Estimates to enable the Trustees to carry out, if not the whole, at least a 

portion of the proposed additions, which, cwing to the very limited accommodation of the 
present building have become absolutely necessary. 

The space as yet allotted for the display of the Natural History collections is 

already far too limited for their proper arrangement; whilst the casts from the antique 

statues, and many other works of Art, are still unavailable to the public from the want of a 
suitable gallery for their reception. 

The Trustees would beg respectfully to call the attention of your Excellency to 

the importance of providing a Library for the reception of the scientific works and drawings 
belonging to the Museum. 

The necessity for laying on water for the use of the Institution has also become 
most urgent. 

*93_ 
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£ s. d. 

By Amount of Salaries) 795 12 0 during the year..... 
Requisites for Curator

, 
 s 112 3 Department ....... 

Stationery,. Printing,) 
22 2 Postage. &c. 

Purchase of Books  
Cleaning, &c., prepara- 
tory to openina the 14 8 0 
Museum 
Labour, (moving WOOd 
and statues, &c., &c,) 40 3 7 freight of cases and 
carriage 
Painting............. 1 6 10 0 
Ironmongery, &c......... 11 10 2 
Purchase of Specimens.. 15 1 0 
Keeping grounds ml 43 1 10 order, repairs, &c.....I I 
Contingent Expenses 27 7 9 
Paid Abbottndry 
joiner's work 

in  cases) 37 18 11 

Balance ................. 178 11 3 

£ 1,312 8 3 

Jan. 1 To Balance fron last year. 
15 Cash. (Vote 0(1856)., 

June 6  Do. 

July18 :: : (Vote of 1857.) 
Oct.23  Do. 

1857. 

4 

£ s. d. 1857. 

62 8 3 
250 0 0 
250 0 0 
250 0 0 
250 0 0 
250 0 0 

1,312 8 3 

2 AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM. 

In Appendix No. 1 will be found an account of the Expenditure by the Trustees 

of the sum voted by the Legislature towards the completion of the present wing of the 

building. 

Appendix No. 2 contains the Expenditure of the Annual Endowment of One 

thousand pounds (.c1,000) for the current expenses of the Museum. 

Appendix No. 3 shews that the 4th By-Law of the Museum has been repealed, 

and contains a copy of the By-Law substituted in its stead. 

The Board have the honor to submit this as their Report for the year 1857, and 

in testimony thereof have caused their Corporate Seal to be hereunto affixed, this 23rd day 

of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight. 
W. MACLEAY. 

By order of the Trustees, 

GEORGE FRENCH ANGAS, (L. s.) 
Secretary. 

APPENDIX No. 1. 

BUILDING EXPENSES of the Australian Museum during the year 1857. 

1857. J £ s. d. 1857. 

IJan. 

£ s. d. 

Jan.14' 0 0 1 By balance from last year.... 1,438 11 1 
AprilC 

To Cash.................1,500 
,, Do. ................ .,000 0 0 1 ,, 3 ,, amount paid Mayne fork 141 7 0 8 ,, Do. ................ .1,000 0 0 shelves in  

Feb. 7 ,, Steel, for canvas fram-1 18 15 0 ing behind  
Leedom, painting and 46 7 8 varnishing .......... 
paid Abbott for contract) 
for erecting staircases, 1,650 0 0 
additional rooms, &c. . J 

Apr 4 il 303 19 8 
June 61 

,, paid Abbott for extras..... 
,, ,, sundry worksi 47 6 0 

Dec31 ,, Balance ................ 196 2 7 ,, Interest charged at Bankl 49 16 2 

£j 3,696 2 7 3,696 2 7 

2 March, 1858. 

APPENDIX No. 2. 

CURRENT EXPENSES of the Australian Museum, during the year 1857. 

2 March, 1858. 

APPENDIX No. 3. 

The 4th By-Law of the Australian Museum has been repealed, and the following 
By-Law substituted, viz. 

No. 4.—The office of Elective Trustee shall be vacated by resignation, by absence 
" from the Meetings of the Board without leave for th,'ee consecutive months, at any time 
" after the month of January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, or by ejection, as 
" hereinafter provided." 
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1858. 

rgiøIatiDe cmbL. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

BOTANIC GARDENS. 
(REPORT FROM DIRECTOR FOR 1857.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 14 July, 1958. 

TUE DIRECTOR OF THE BOTANIC GARDENS to THE HONORABLE THE SECRETARY FOR 

LANDS AND PUBLIC WoRKs, reporthg on the Department of the Botanic Garden: 

and Domain& 
Botanic Gardens, 

6 July, 1858. 
Sm, 

I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the Government, a brief 

report of this establishment, as well as of my proceedings during the past year. A portion 

of the Upper Garden heretofore occupied by vines has been cleared, and the soil sifted 

through a fine screen, with the object of getting rid of the greatest pest with which any 

garden can be infested, viz., a small sedge (Cyperus Hydra), but better known as the bulb 

or water grass. But, notwithstanding the time and labor bestowed on this work, the 

advantages sought for have been only partially obtained; the ground is, however, sufficiently 

clean to enable me to illustrate the very interesting family of Leguminosm, the members of 

which are now scattered all over the Gardens. 

Some slight alterations have also been effected in the walks on the western side 

of the Upper Garden, by trenching the ground, removing the ironstone gravel, or clay, which 

forms a subsoil, and supplying its place with good earth, obtained from various quarters. 

In consequence of the Garden being still crowded in many parts with unin-

teresting plants, I steadily continue to clear away the useless trees, whether indigenous or 

exotic, which have been allowed hitherto to encumber the ground, as it is only by pursuing 

this course that the number of genera and species can be materially increased, and a proper 

botanical arrangement carried out. 

One of the many difficulties experienced from time to time in endeavouring to 

increase and keep together the new and rare plants as they arrive has been the want of 

a secure enclosure suitable for a nursery and propagating ground; hitherto as these plants 

were received many of them were, from want of space in the frame-yard, necessarily 

planted out in the open ground, where, from various causes, some were entirely lost. His 

Excellency the Governor General, on being informed of this difficulty, most kindly authorized 

a portion of the Kitchen Garden attached to Government llouse to be fenced off and 

appropriated for the purpose referred to, and as this enclosure is contiguous to my residence 

and the soil rich and of considerable depth, the new and valuable exotic plants whiehare 

constantly received in exchange for those of this Colony will now be secured from injury, 

and easily propagated for distribution. 

During the past season many important additions have been made to the 

- collection of plants in this Garden from various parts of the world : these consist of both 

ornamental and useful kinds, and I would particularly draw attention to two species of the 

latter character, viz., of the genus Rhamnus, utilis and hirsutus, both of which are said to 

yield the most valuable green dye. From the information which I have been able to obtain 

concerning these plants, they appear to have been long held in high estimation in China for 

dyeing purposes, and at one time formed an article of considerable export. A writer in a 

recent paper observes, with regard to the former of these, that "it is a shrub from 6 to 8 feet 

high. The dye is obtained by stripping off the bark and macorating it in water for several 

weeks, and treating it in a manner somewhat i3imilar to the process of making indigo. 

373—A "It 



2 REPORT FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE BOTANIC GARDENS. 

It dyes silk of a beautiful light brilliant green., which presents the same color by candle 

or gas light as by day: this dye was highly valued in France, where it has been sold for 

" £20 per lb. The French Government offered a premium of £150 for the discovery of a 
cc substitute, that might cost fromJ9s. to 21s4er lb,but without result. It appears to 

" cost the manufacturers a good deal either in material or in.  labor, as it cannot be procured 

" in China under 5 guineas per Ih." From this account there is every reason to hope that 

by an improved method of extractiqg t.lis val bledyc, which the discoveries of the present 

day would render probable, these plants may become a source of great value to this Colony. 

Another dye plant,1%ely received both from Englandawl from ava,:is a soft wooded free 

growing plant, beloiIging to the fmily of.  Se.rophula'rinacaa but beyond the statement 

contained in my correspondence, viz., that it produces in India (where it is indigenous) 

one of the best known blue dyes, I am no further acquainted with its qualities. A small 

kind of palm (Livisitonia humihis,) from China, where the fibre is much used, has been 

introduced, but, unlike the Gr"s Cloth Plant, a native of the same country, to which 

reference was made of its luxuriant growth in my last general report, this grows but very 

siowiy, and I fear will scarcely ever become, in this Colony, of more interest than its 

appearance may demand. 

From these plants, of perhaps great ultimate value to the Colony, I would now 

draw attention to other plants more recently introduced, which will be of a certain and 

immediate erefitto the Colonists; of these the Zulu Kaffir Imphe, and a small kind of 

yam (Dioscorea Batatas) may be more particularly mentioned. The Imphe was obtained 

from the Cape of Good Hope,by W. Archer Esq, Deputy Registrar General at Melbourne, 

from whom I believe it was procured by the Honorable E. D. Thomson j.Esq., and introduced 

bythat getleman into this Colony. It is a species of Sorghum or Millet, and, in my opiniun, 

thétrobet and best kind yet in cultivation here. In habit it is not unlike thenoiv well 

known Sigar Millet, but presents to the eye even of a common observer a very distinct 

difference, beingof a much more robust growth, and larger in all its parts, baying more 

compact and somewhat erect panicles of flowers, and seeds of a glossy brown, instead of a 

glossy black color, which latter character will alwayg serve to distinguish the Sugar Millet from 

all others. There can be no doubt but that this will f6rm a very veluable possession to the 

stockholders in this Colony, as well as to those who may hereafter turn their attention to 

the manufacture of sugar. From my knowledge of the nature of this plant, I am enabled 

to state that it will produce two or three crops of seeds from the same stem in the same 

season, the stem still being perfectly green and fresh; and at no stage of its growth does the 

saceharihe principle,which is largely contained in the stem, appear to be so great as when the 

second crop of seed is ripe. Either boiled or raw the seed is greedily eaten by horses, pigs, 

and fowls, and I may add that; whether for feeding purposes or for the extraction of the 

saccharine principle, the wider apart the plants are grown the greater will be the result. 

The Dioscorea is not of such recent introduction, but is scarcely yet known in New South 

Wales. By the residents in those parts of the Colony where the potatoe cannot be success-

fully cultivated, it will be much and justly appreciated. 

With the veiw of rendering the Public Herbarium of indigenous plants as complete 

aspoasiblc, I obtained premission to visit the Blue Mountain District during the past summer 

season, at a time hitherto devoted to other purposes. From Hartley, to which place I at once 

proceeded, the country on both sides of the main road back to within a few miles of Lap-

stone Hill was partially investigated; and thence I proceeded across the line of range to the 

Curragong, and on to Bell's Line of Road as far as Mount Thomar, where 1 remained some 

days, and then returned to Sydney. During the progress of this very interesting journey I 

was enabled to obtain flowering specimens and seeds of many plants new to the collection, 

and also of some previously not known. By this means the Herbarium has been greatly 

enriched, the collection of plants is increased, and the exchanges with other countries 

effected with more satisfaction and liberality. 

I cannot conclude this Report without expressing my thanks to those of my 

cortuspondents who continue to contribute plants and seeds to the Garden; a few of whom 

have neither received nor solicited anything in return, whilst others have received some 

equivalent in kind. Among the former I might venture to name Captain Loring, of H. M. S. 

Iris," Captain Denham and the Officers of H. M. S. "Herald," Commandant Le Brys and 

Captain Richard Fey, of H. I. M. S. "La Bayonnaise" and "Herault," passing to and from 
Sydney 
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Sydney and the parts of New Caledonia, and to M. Pancher, the Government Botanist on 

that island. Of the latter, Mr. Veitch, nurseryman, King's Road, London, demands more 

than usual thanks : this gentleman scarcely ever. allows one of Messrs. Green's vessels to 

leave London without shipping for this establishment 'one or more cases of the choicest 

and most valuable plants in his collection, which, is one of the most extensive and varied in 

England. My best thanks are also due to those comnianders of vessels who have eon- 

eyed the cases t.o this. Colony, and who have invariably done so with the  greatest possible 
nare, and without any charge wh'atever. 

9. I may now briefly refer to the Domains; in which some iniprovements have been 

recently made. Towards Macquarie Fort, in the Outer Domain, a great part of the brushwood 

growing on the western side has been cleared away, and such trees only left as were.,  at all 

ornamental; much more work of this description' will be rquired to be done b'efore the 

appearance of this part of the Domain can be much improved, and some desirable police 

arrangements carried out. 

10 In the Inner Domain, on the side facing the Botanic Garden, a considerable 

space has been cleared of tea-tree scrub, and small portions of the ground in'  many places, 
here and elsewhere, fenced iii, tiebched, and planted with suitable trees. To.eplee those 

indigenous and other kind of trees which are now on the ground, but from the pooi natuse 

of the soil are fast dying off, I trust that means may be supplied to enable me to continue 

this work, which will be of so much future advantage to the public, both in the Inner 

and in the Outer Domain.  

11. As usual, a detailed account of the Expenditure of the Department,a Well as 

of the plants sent away and received during the past year, is herewith appended. 

Ihave,&c., 

CHARLES MOORE, 
To THE HONORABLE THE . - Director. 

ZZ SECRETARY FOR LAND AND PUBLTC WORKs. 

NOTE :—A small quantity of the seed of the Tmphe Millet has been saved, and will be 
distributed according to priority of application. 

EXPENDITURE OF THE BOTANIC GARDENS AND DOMAINS FOR THE YEAR 1857. 

BOTANIC GA1IDENS—ESPABLISHMENP. 

Salaries—Director and Overseer , ... ... ... 550 0 0 
Wages to Workmen . ... ... ... ... 973 17 6 
Travelling Expenses-. .1 ' ... ' ... ... ... 62 0 0 
Public Botanical Library ... ... ... ... 37 3 6 
Stores, Tools, and Utensils ... ... ... ... 73 6 8 
Repairs ditto, ditto ... ... ... ... ... 16 17 11 
Forage .. ... ... ... ... ... 47-19 0 
Postage ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 15 6 
Incidental Expenses ... ... ... ... ... 71 0 10 

- ' 1,835 0 11 
WORKS AND BUILDINGS. 

Seats for Gardens ... ... ... ... ... 64 18 7. 
Plant frames and cases ...... ... ... 45 6 6 
Laying down Water Pipe to Lower Gardens ... 48 9 3 
Repairs and Alterations to Plant Houses ... ... 51 12 0 

- 210 6 4 
DOMAINS—ESTABLISHMENT. 

Salaries—Overseer and Bailiff ... ... ... 258 0 0 
Wages to 'Workmen ... ... ... ... ... 667 10 0 
Forage ... ... ... ... ... ... 47 19 0 
Stores, Tools, and Utensils ... ... ... ... 34 . 7 4 
Fences for new Plantations ... ... ... ... 96 8 10 
Incidental Expenses ... ... ... ... ... 10 ii 3 

Gates and Fences, Botanic Gardens and Domains ... ... ... 
1,114 16 5 
180 11 •:'3 

£3,340 14 11 

APPENDIX 
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APPENDiX. 

List of Plants and Seeds received during the year 1857. 

FROM DR. THOMAS BENNETT, CALIFORNIA. 

A collection of 31 distinct species of seeds. 

FROM THE BOTANIC GARDENS, BRISBANE. 

2 Livistonia humiis. 1 Hematoxy1on Campeachianum. 
3 Calamus sp.? 1 Banksia compar. 
1 Nympha gigantea. I Mimusops kauki. 
I Ophioglossum pendulum. 1 Xanthoxylnu Australe. 
1 Acrostiehum sp. ? I Hartighsca sp. 
1 Aspleniuni attenuatuni. 1 Fliudersia Australis. 
1 Stenocarpus sp. ? I Acacia sapindoides. 
3 Southwellia quadrifida. I Ficus aspera. 
1 Pavonia Gieevesii. 

FROM THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, NEW CALEDONIA. 

2 Jasminum sp.? 2 Melicytus sp.? 
1 Sceevola sp.? 1 Jasminum sp.? 
2 Anonacee. 1 Acacia myriadena. 
1 Gardenia sp. ? I Poupartia dulcis. 
1 ,, ,, G. Tabitensis? I Jasminum Sanibac, var. Grand Due do 
2 Passifiora sp. ? Toseane. 
1 Trichilia? 1 Crinum sp. ? 
2 Pittosporum sp.? 1 Orchidace. 
1 Dioscoreacete. 1 

FROM THE ROYAL EXOTIC NURSERY, LONDON. 

1 Abelia floribuncla. 
1 Acrophy1lun venosum. 
I Azalea sp. 
I ,, crispifi ra. 
1 Azalea, Beauté de 1'Europe. 
1 Ancoctoahilus xanthophyllus. 
1 ,, Lowi. 
1 Aristolochia sipho. 
1 Begonia alba coccinea. 
1 Enabothrium coccineum. 
1 Gesnera Donklerii. 
1 Ipomam Horsfblli. 
1 Illicium religiosum. 
1 Ixora floribunda. 

1 Ixora Lobbii. 
1 ,, Javanica. 
I Leschenaultia formosa. 
1 ,, biloba major. 
1 Lapageria rosea. 
1 Luculia gratissima. 
1 Leptodactylon Californicurn. 
1 Rhopala niagnifica. 
I ,, Corcovadensis. 
1 ,, Porteana. 
1 Rogeria amnina. 
1 Skimmia Japonica. 
I Sonerila Margasitacea. 

FROM DONALD LARNACH, ESQ., LONDON. 

1 Bouvardia longifnlia. 1 Pandanus variegatus. 
1 Franciscea calycina. 1 Rhodostemma gardenioides. 
1 ,, eximia. 1 lloya bella. 
1 Lydea amabilis. 1 Gesnera Donklerii. 
1 Achimenes, Sir S. Thomas. 1 Plumbago rosea. 
1 ,, Ambrose Verschaffelt. 1 Meyenia erecta. 
1 ,, Ed. ]lossiere. 1 Symplocos coccinea. 
1 ,, 1)r. Hoopf. 1 Thyrsacanthus rutilans. 
I ,, Charl. Wolforth. 1 Gardenia Whitfieldii. 
I ,, Cholsonie. 1 Eucharis Amazonica. 
1 Gloxinia Van Humbolt. I Impatiens Jerdonna. 
I ,, Princess of Prussia. 1 Exacum Zeylanicum. 
1 ,, Blassio. 1 Russelia sarmentosa. 
1 ,, lineata. 1 Loeneria magnifla. 
I ,, Roi des Belges. 1 Medinilla magnifica. 
1 ,, Amelia. 1 Calyptrarca humantha. 
1 .iEschynanthus splendidus. 1 Streptocarpus biflorus. 
1 Justicia carnea superba. 1 Gesnera I(iel1ezii. 
1 Pegonia Sandersii. 1 Ixora floribunda. 
1 Eranthemum strietum. 1 Javanica. 
1 ,, aibiflorum. 1 ,, salicifolia. 
1 Magnolia Candolle. 1 Echmea fulgens. 

FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

9 Varieties of Gladiolus. 4 Varieties of Iris. 
7 ,, Tritonia. 3 ,, Narcissus. 
Tulip. Choice bulbs. 

13 Varieties of Sparaxis. 5 Varieties of Ixia. 
Crocus. ,, Hyacinthus. 
9 Varieties of Watsonia. 2 ,, Ornithogaluna coaxetatsrn 

FROM 
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FROM HIS EXCELLENCY COLONEL WYNYARD, NEW ZEALAND. 

12 Dammara Australis. 
4 Podocarpus ferrugineus.-
2 Dacrydium cupressinum. 
1 1-Iartighsea spectabilis. 
I Laurus Tawai. 

2 Vitex littoralis. 
2 Corynocarpus 1avigatus. 
2 Metrosideros robusta. 
1 Coriaria sarmentosa. 
1 Edwardsia microphvlla. 

FROM S. VEITCH, JUN., NURSERYMAN, KING'S ROAD, LONDON. 

Per SHIP "VIMEIRA." 
2 Wellingtonia gigantea. - 2 Verbena Maonetti. 
2 Desfontenea spinosa. 1  Orb of Day. 
2 Colletia Bictonensis. I  Purple King. 
2 Hypericurn oblongifoliurn,; 1  Gêant des Batailles. 
2 Bouvardia longifiora. I  Surprise; 
I Eucharis Amazonica. I  Wonderful. 
I Sonerila Margaritacea. - 1  Lord Raglan. - 
1 Croton angustifolia; 1 ,, Camille Verdvaine. 
1 Tradescantia varieata. 1  Defiance 
1 Andromeda form8s. 2 Sweet Orange (St. Michael'O. 
1 Thujopsis borealis. 1 Ixora Lobbii. 
1 Thuja Lobbii. - 1 ,, acuminata. 
1 Cupressus MoNabiana. 

PerSHIP "DUNCAN DUNBAR.' 

1 Cephalotaxus Fortuni, fern. 
2 Meyenia erecta. 
1 Sonerila Margaritacea. 
1 Aralia papyrifera. 
2 Verbena Maoiieti. - 
2 Rhododendron; Lady Dorothy Nevill. 
2 ,, Californicurn. 
I Pinus insignis. 
I Ambroides. 
1 ,, filifolia. 
2 Thunbergia laurifolia. 
1- Pinusresinosa. 
1, ,, Coulteri. 
I ,, sinensis. 
1 ,, Montezurn. 
1 Strobus. - - - 
2 Adhatoda cydonifo1ia. 
1 Pinus humilis. 
1 Larieso 

FROM G. THWAITES, ESQ,, BOTANIC GARDEN, PARADENIA, CEYLQN. 

1 'Placolirtia alisera. 1 Carnbogia gutta. 
1 Areca sp.? (Dolaloo palm:) - ' -  1 Wormia triquetra. 
I Eccremaiithus eximius. - 1 Hortonia fionibunda. 
I Diospyros.benate. - : 1 €apparis -bipidosa; 
1 Myrtus pimenta. . .  
1 Atalantia rnonOphylla. 

1 Mangifera Idica;-- 
1 Sarcococca pruniformis-  

1 Strychnos (nux volnica.) 1 Guatteria Coninti. 
1 Miliusa usontana. . :. 
1 Piptostylissp. - 

1 Tabernmontsnadjc]toma.- 

1 Pongamia sp. 
1 JonesiaAsoca.- 
1 Ardisia Coromandeliana. I Garcinia Zeylanica. - 

1 Seaforthia Dicksonj. 
1 c4lphy1luni tomentosum. 

1 Goniothalamus Gardnerj. 
1 Cinnamomum citrjodorurn. 

- 1 Ardisia hurniljs. 
1 Caseania Zeylanica. IDiospyros sp. 
1 Ficus religiesa. --- • -- 
1 Swietenia chioroxylon..-- - 

- 

I Theobroma (cacao). 
I Strychnos sp. 

I Apollonias sp.- -- --•- 
1 Caryophyllus aromaticus. - -- 

1 Ceropegia sp. 
1 Culteria excelsa. -. 

1 Sternonoporus reticulattis. - 
1 Dillenia speciosa. 1 Nepenthes distillatoria.. 

1 Uvaria narum. 1 Ficus Benghalensis. 
1 Mes-ua Nagaba. 

1 .Pteridophyllurn.decjpjens. I. Inga.bigethina.- - 
1 CrescentiaCujete. 
I Lophira lieptahyIla. 

1 Calanthe veratnifolia. 

1 Mernecylon sp. 
1 Ixora acuminata. 
1 Phajus bicolor. 

Together with a collection of 18 distinct species of seeds 

FROM D. MOORE, ESQ.. ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN, DUBLIN 

Rose Gloirede-Dijon.- 
Géant dea Ba1taille 
la Reine. 

Carnellia Stroryi. 
Countess of Orktiëy 
Gériéral Druot. 
sacca nova. 
Brozzoni. 
Countess Samaioff. 

Azalea Ibd1cn, (EulalieVan Seen). 
striata formosissima. 
cnispi-fiora. 
Chelsoni. 
Juliana. 
Duke of Devonshire. 

Euchanis Amajonica. 
Ixora acuminata. - 
Singleton perpetual fig. 
Cephalotaxus Fortkini-,rns: - 

1 Agave stricta. -. 
I Yucca crenulata. 
1 ,, alvifolja. 
1 Nymphnapygmua 
1 Victoria Regia 
1 Lilium giganteum. 
I Phygelius capensis. 
1 Eschvnanthus splen dens 
I Ceanothus divaricatus. 
1 Cupressus, sp. from India. 

I Linum fiavuiti. 
1 Anemone Hallenij. 
I Crattegus eriocarpa. 
1 Rhododendroj hiisutum 

373-B  

1 Rhododendron arboreum. 
1 .Dionma niuscipula, 
1 Cynometra caulifiora. 
1 Laurus Iidica, -. 
I Thunbergia laurifolia. 
1 Delphinium grandifiorum-.- - 
I Aconitum N-apellus. 
I Cistus purpliceus. 
I Sarracenia purpurea. 
1 Cryptostegia- grandifiora. 
I Sti-clitzia augusta. - - 
1 Gardenia Thunbergii. - 
1 Lysirnachia punctata. 
I Astrna Virginica. - 

FROM 
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FROM J. BRIDGPORD AND 

GOOSEBERRIES.. 
Ashton seedling. 
Miss Iver. 
Husbandman. 
Nobleman. 
Manchester. 
Reinembrancer. 
Ranger. 
Warrington. 
Valentier, 
Nonsuch. 
Royal Sovereign. 

PLUMS. 
White magnum bonum. 
Green gage. 
Black morocco. 
Red Orleans. 
Coes Golden drop. 
New Imperial. 
Imperatrice. 
White Orleans. 
Queen Victoria. 
Incomparable. 
D'Angen. 
Kirk's plum. 

PEARS. - 
.Targonelle. 
Beurre rance. 
Flacon incomparable. 
Beurre d'Aremberg. 
Beurre Bose. 
Prince of Orange. 
Ne plus Murenais. 
Charles cl'Autriche. 

ON, NURSERYMEN, DUBLIN 

1 Scarlet bcurro. 
1 Broom Park. 
1 Susette de Bovais. 
1 Suffolk thorn. 

AvrLE. 
1 Peach. 
1 Krry pippin. 
I Juneating. 
1 Eve. 
1 Leixlip. 
1 Bellacein. 
1 Royal pearmain. 
1 Golden pippin. 
1 Ross nonpareil. 
1 Ribston pippin. 
1 Scarlet nonpareil. 
1 Court of Wick. 

Pcaoweas. 
1 Globe dark crimson. 
1 Edulis, var. Potsii. 
1 \Vhytteii. 
I Donica pleno. 
1 Sinensis, var. bicolor. 

1 Escallonia maerantha. 
1 Jasminum nudiflorum. 
1 Pyracanthus. 
1 Sweet briar. 
1 Cotoneaster. 
I Double crimson Ribes. 
1 Single white Ribes (Albicanfis). 
Alpines in variety. 
Hydrangea. 
Common and Persian lilac. 

FROM THE HONORABLE E. D. THOMSON, ESQ. 

a seeds, Zulu Kaffir, Imphce millet. 

FROM THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, NEW CALEDONIA. 

I Limonia sp. 2 Xymenia sp. 
1 Dipodiuin, sp. 2 Terminalia sp. 
1 Cordia dichotoma. 2 Agati grandifiora. 
1 Melhania incarnata. I Cordyline sp. 
1 Melodius monogynus. - 2 Oxerasp. 

1'ROM. HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. Per H.M.S. "IRIS." 

Two cases Norfolk Island Pines. 

FROM DR. MUELLER, BOTANIC GARDEN, MELBOURNE. 

I Drosera Whilthackenii. - 1 Aspidium cerianum .•--' 
1 Grevillea repens. I Tetratheca ciliata. 
1 ,, Dallachiana. 1 Fagus Cunninghamii. 
1 Beclfordia salicina. - 1 Atherosperma moschatum. 
1 Notelua ligustrina. 1 Hedycarya pseudo-morus. 
1 Aspidium odoratwu. 

Together with a Collection of Seeds. S  

FROM THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, NEW CALEDONIA. 

2 Eutassa Cookii. 5 Methania incarnata. 
3 Dracophyllum sp. 5 Gardenia sp. 
I Oxera sp. S  I Drynaria llorsfieldii. 
3 Geissots sp. I ltubiace. - 

1 Nepenthes sp. 1 Dipoilium sp. 
5 Gardenia sp. 

FROM MESSRS. HENDERSON, NURSE 

1 Aphelandra aurantiaca. 
,, Leopoldii. 
,, squ.trrosa citrina. 

l Begonia xanthina. 
Reichmahi. 
splendida. 
lhwaitsii. S  

.Oloxinia Boi des liciges. 
Blelso. 
ereeta, Princess of Prussia. 
Eleanor. 
Egerii. 
\Vilsonii. 

Achimenes Ambrose Versehaffelt. 
Sir Irchom Thomas. 
Edmoni Bossier. 
(ardinal \Voolf,rth. 
Dr. Stooff. 
Clirlsonii. 

Ixora alba. 
Griffithsii. 
Javanica. 
floribunda.  

RYMEN, EDOVARE ROAD, LONDON. 

Tropieoluin Farrattii. 
azureum. 
brachyceras. 

Cypripedium barbatum. 
Venustum. 
insigne. 

Verbena Attraction. 
Prince of Blues. 
Sims Reeves. 
Phubus. 
Miss Trotter. 
General Simpson. 
Preeminent. 
Blue Bonnet. 
Mrs. Stolferel. 
1\-larietta. 
Mederic. 
Sorel Lyons. 

Tydiea amabilis. 
Diplaclenia acuminata.. 
Gesnera Biassii. 
Exacum Zeylanieutn. 
,, macranthum. 

Thtmbergia 
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Thunbergia laurifolia. Epidendrum macrochilum. 
Nagelia amabitis. Aërides odorata. 
Rhopala obovata Epidendrum cochlatum. 
Tydna ()rtygesii. Miltonia candida. 

Baron de Prct. Oncidium sp. 
Dr. Picouline. Aërides fox brush. 
Guellchautii. Miltona spectabilis. 

Amphicome Emodi. Epidendrum Barkerii. 
Centaurea argentea. Vanda niultiflora. 
Desfonten ia spinosa. ()ncidium hastilabrum. 
Rhododendron jasminiflorum. Sobralia decora. 
Russelia sp. Oncidiutn sp. 
Petunia variegata. Cattleya labiata. 
Geranium General Pelissier. Mormodes citrina. 
Calceolaria Rival Sultan. Dendrobium speciosum. 
Dahlia white. Cattleya sp. 
Tropnolurn brillant. ,, Leopoldii. 

Triomphe de Prado. Epidendrum macrochilum. 
Triomphe de Gant. Eulophia guiensenis. 
Stoukerii. Schomburgkia tuberneina. 

Dendrobium sp. 
Cattleya crispa superba. 

,, sp. 
Oncidium, sp. 

Denbrobiurn densifloruin. Sobralia, plerocarpa. 
Lycaste cruenta. Dendrobium Jenkinsii. 
Cattleya intermedia. Stanhopea saccata. 
Epidendrum ciliare. ----- Acropera Loddigesil. 
Vanda tricolor. Stanhopea insignis. 
Cattleya Russeliana.  speciosa. 

Mossin. --  s p. 
Aërides virens superba. Dendrobium puichellum. 
Cattleya Skinnerii. Lycaste macrophyila. 
Epidendrum priinulum. Ccelogyne speciosa. 
M iltonia Clowesii. Cyrtopodium Wilmorea. 
Dendrobium nobile majus. - Ccolia macrostachya. 
()ncidium, sessiliflorum. Phajus alba. 
Epidendrum Stumboldtii. .• Dendrobium. sp. 
Llia anceps. 

PROM MRS. JAMES CLARY, WIDE BAY. 

Seeds and cones of Dammara robusta. 

List of Plants and Seeds sent away during the iar- 185 

TO MR. HENDERSON, PINE APPLE PLACE, Per SHIP "LA HOGUE. 

öO Araucaria excelsa. . ---- 6 Araucaria Cunninghamii. 
20 ,, Bidwiliji. 16 Dammara robusta. 

TO MR. VEITCH, KING'S ROAD, CHELSEA, Per "VIMEIRA." 

Collection of ferns. 8 Seaforthia elegan 
8 Corypha Australis. 12 Araucári Bidwillii. 

TO MR. HILL, BRISBANE. 

1 Benthamia fragifera 1 Griselinia littoralis. V V  
I Gardenia Beaumaniana 1 Laurus l3orbonia. 
1 ,, Devoniana I Artocarpus integrifolia. 
1 Podocarpus 'l'otarra . 1 Olea Wightleyana. 
I l3ei-bcris Darwinii I Cinnamomum japonicuns 
1 Mango sp 1 Phygelius capensis. 
I Green dye plant 1 Eugenia Michellii. 
1 \Vitheringia superba I Calosanthes indica. 
1 Antidesma sp 1 Botryodendron latifoliuth 
I Rondeletia anomala 1 Erythrina secundifolia. 
Fuchsia 6 var.  

TO -  BLIGH, ESQ., C.C.L., CLARENCE RIVER. 
1 Green dye plant. 1 Osoge orange. 
1 Cinnamon plant. I Guava, black. 
I Cherimolia. . . 1 Guava, white, 
I Anona, Sour sop. 1 Madder. 
1 Rose apple. 1 Hop plant. 

Together with a collection of Seeds. 

TO THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, NEW CALEDONIA. 

Jambosa vulgaris. Passiflora edülis. V  
Anona Cherimoija. V  Peaches. 
Hovenia dulcis. Mango sp. 
Common orange. V  Osage orange. 
Psidium littorale. 

V  
Eugenia Michellii. 

nigrum. 
Eryobotria japonica. 

Eugenia Ugni. 

TO 
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TO NORFOLK ISLAND, Per HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

4 Citrus vulgaris. . 1 Musa sapienturn 
1 Eugenia Michelli. 4 Ilovenia dulcis.. 
2 Zingiber officinale. 2 Osage orange. 
2 Dirnocarpus Litchi. 4 Anona Lherimoiia. 
4 Passiflora edalis. 

TO MR. F. FERGUSON, I 

1 Chirita sinensis. 
1 Ribes echina'ta; 
1 Eugenia apeculta. 
1 Roncleletia, sp. 
1 Gloxinia sp. - 
1 C1erodendrn var. 
1 Aphe1andraeristata. 
1 1'lumbago rosea. 
1 Torenia sp. 
I Calosanthes inJica. 
1 Eschynanthus sp. 
1 Chironia floribuncla. 
1 Melastoina sp. 
1Cineraria sp. 
1 Passifiora sp. 

,, BetIfordiana, 
I Laurus Borbonia. 
1 Gardenia Devdniana. 

IURSERYMAN, CAMDEN. 

1 Eugenia sp. 
1 Finns ecerulea, 
1 Cistwi hirsutus. 
1 Rondcletia anomala. 
1 Ho)asp. 
Dammara var. 
1 Manettia 1abra. 
1 Franciscea latifolia. 
1 Gardenia l3eaumaniana. 
I Sciodaphyllum latifolium. 
I Griselinia littoralis. 
1 Olea Whit1eyna. 
I Cunninghamia sp. 
1 Roses var. 
1 Araucariaexcelia. 
I Tabernnmontana sp. 
20 var. of Fuchsia 

TO NEW ZEALAND, BY H.M.S. "IRIS." 

30 varieties of.-Roses .. 1 Yellow wood. 
4 ,, - Geranium. - 2 Grevillea robusta.- 
8 ,, Fuschia. - - 10 varieties of verbena. 
2 Arenaria excelsa. - -- 6 Petunia sp. 
2 ,, Bidwilii. 7 1 Botryodendron latifolium. 
I Ligustrum spicatum. . . 

TO MR. MATHEWS, NURSERYMAN, OTAGO, NEW ZEALAND. 

2 Asaucaria excelsa. 1 Ribes echinatun. 
2 ,, Bidwillii. 1 ,, sp 
2 Pinus halepensis. 30 .var,igties of Roses. 
2 ,, Benthamiana. 10 ,, verbena. 
1 Cupressus pendula. 8 ,, chrysanthemum. 
1 Juniperus lycia. 8 ,, fuchsia. 
1 Hovenia dulcis. -- ---- 4 ,, geranium. 

TO CALCUTTA BOTANIC GARDENS, per CAPTAIN PARFIT. 

6 Arhuca4a cxeoisa.,,,- .. . litricbatus -sp; ....... 
6 ,, Bidwillii 1 Telopea speciosissima. 
2 ,, Cunninghamii 1 Tecoma Latrobi. 
2 Dammara robusta - 1 Pittosporum rhombifolium. 
2 Castanospermum Australe 1 Elnocarpus cyaneus. 
1 Acmena .pendula 1. Crotonpba1iidns. 
1 Boryrrhes exceisä ' 

I Alyx.ia dlsphnoides. 
1 Melaleuca linarifolia 1 Flindersia Australis........ 
2 Ceratopta1um apetalum 1 Pavonia Giceveen 
1 Pittosporum tenullblium 1 Tecoma jasminoides. 
1 Hakea rigida 1 Yellow wood. 
1 Podocarpug Totarra. -1 SttnoeaspiiaCunninghamii. 
1 Monotoca elliptica 1 Alsophila Australis. 
1 Eriostemon neriifolia - 1 T)icksonia antarticá. 
1 Baloghia lucida 1 Ficus aspera. 
1 Dacrydium ferrugineum. 1 Moreton Bay lime. 
1 Botryodendron latifolium. 1 Capparis reelinata. 
I Grevillea serratifolia. 1 Ficus sp. 
1 ,, robusta., --..- I Boronia serrulata. 
1 Callicoma serratifolia. . 1 Poclocarpus pungens.  
I Lomatia hterophy1la. 1 Seaforthia elegans. 
1 Banksia sp. . . ' . 1 Cryptocarya sp.- 
1 Zamia sp. 1 Zamia spiralis. 
1 Dacrydium taxifolium.. 1 Metrosideros tomentosa. 

TO MR. GILES, NURSERYMAN, ADELAIDE, 

1 Clianthus pun,iceus. - 1 Verbena Napoleon. 
I Grevillea robusta. 1 Gloxinia grandis. 
1 Stenocarpus Cunninghamii. 1 ,, Victoria regia. 
I Frenela cupressiformis. 1 - Mortii. 
1 Phlox Wheelerii. I ,, Dr. Lindley. 
1 ,, paniculata -var. grandia. 1 Hibiscus sinensis var. pink. 
1 Corynocarpus invigatus. . 1 Dammara robusta. 
1 Olea V hightleyana. 1 ,, Australis. 
1 Podocarpus Totarra. 1 Araucaria excelsa. 
1 Funkia japonica variegata.. 1 ,, Bidwillii. 
1 ,, japonica 1 Hibiscus Patersonii. 
1 Ardisia crenulata. 1 Baloghia lucida. 
1 Alyxia daphnoides. 1 Edwardsia microphylla. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR H. BARKLY, MELBOURNE. 

6 Araucaria excelsa. - 1 Yellow wood. 
2 ,, Bidwillii. - 6 Polyanthes tuberosa. 
1 Grevillea serratifolia. - 6 var. of Azalea, - 
1 ,, robusta. ' 6 var. of Camellia. 
1 Castanospermum Australis. 

TO 



12 var. of roses. 
1 Russelia juncea, 
1 Wistaria sinensis 
I Pittosporuni nigrum. 
I Lonicera Ivigata. 
6 var. Fachsia. 
4 var. Geranium. 
1 Justicia sp. 
1 elegans. 
1 Carnea. 
1 llabrothamnus elegans 

I Campanula grandis. 
1 Wetheringia superba. 
1 Anona (Jherimolia. 
I Hovenia dulcis. 
I Ligustruns spicatum. 
3 var. of Cineraria. 
1 Tacsonja manicata. 
2 var. of Hibiscus. 
1 Sciodaphyllum sp. 
3 var. of Tecoma. 
6 Tradescantja discolor. 
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TO MR. F. FURGUSON, NURSERYMAN, CAMDEN. 
160 Araucaria excelsa. 

TO CAPTAIN DENHAM I-I.M.S. "HERALD," FOR PLANTING ON THE NORTH COAST 
TORRES' STRAITS. 

4 Musa Sapientjjm. 
6 Grape vines. 
4 Passiflora edulis. 
2 Psidium pomiferuni. 

2 Psidiuni nigrum. 
4 Hovenia dulcis. 
1 Common orange. 
3 Anona Cherimolia. 

TO ARTHUR BROWN, ESQ., WIDE BAY. 

TO CAPTAIN PARFIT, R.M.S. "EUROPEAN, FOR CEYLON. 

8 Araucaria Bidwillii. 
8 excelsa. 
2 Cunninghamui. 
2 Dammara robusta. 
1 Dacrydium sp. 
1 Podocarpus pungens.  

2 Carrissa ovata. 
2 Stenocarpus Cunninghamii. 
5 Grevillea robusta. 
1 ,, longifolia. 
1 Pittosporum nigrum. 
8 Castanospermum Australe, 

TO CAPTAIN PARFIT, R.M.S. "EUROPEAN," FOR INDIA, 
8 Araucaria Bidwillii. 2 Carissa ovata. 
8 excelsa. 
2 Cunninghamui. 

2 Stenocarpus Cunninghamii. 
4 Grevillea robusta. 

1 Dammara robusta. 1 ,, longifolia. 
2 Dacrydium sp. 1 Pittosporuns nigrum. 
1 Podocarpus pungens. 7 Castanospermum Australe. 

TO CAPTAIN PARFIT, R.M.S. "EUROPEAN," FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

10 Araucaria Bidwillii. 1 Carissa ovata. 
18 excelsa. 1 Stenocarpus Cunninghamui. 
8 ,, Cunninghamui. 4 Grevillea robusta. 
3 Darnmara robusta. 1 ,, longliolia. 
1 Dacrydium sp. S Castanospermum Austrae. 

373-O 
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1858. 

LetIiUtUc 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

EXPEDITION iN SEARCH OF DR. LEICHHABDT. 

(REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.) 

Ordered by  the Legislative Assenthly to be Printed, 1 &ptunber, 1858. 

REPORT of the Proceedings of the Expedition in search of Dr. Leichhardt 

and party. 

HAVING received instructions from the Honorable the Secretary for Land and Public 

Works to organize an expedition for the purpose of searching for traces of Dr. Leichhardt 
and party, who left New South Wales in 1818 with the intention of proceeding overland to 
Western Australia, I proceeded to Moreton Bay with such portions of the equipment as 
had been prepared in Sydney. 

On reaching Ipswich forty horses were purchased, and having dispatched the stores 

to Mr. Royd's station, on the Dawson River, by drays, the party were collected at that place; 

but, owing to unforeseen delays in the transport of the stores, the equipment and organization 

of the expedition was not complete till the latter part of March. 

The following list of the party, horses, stores, &c., will shew the pin cipal arrange. 
ments. 

The party consisted of nine persons, viz. 

Commander ... ... ... A. C. Gregory, 
Assistant Commander... ... C. F. Gregory, 
Assistant ... ... ... S. Burgoyne, 
Overseer ... ... ... U. Phibbs, 
Stockman, &e. ... •.. ... H. Bowman, 

W. Selby, 

T. Dunn, 

W. von 1'Tedel, 

B. WTorrell. 

The stock consisted of horses alone, comprizing thirty-one pack and nine saddle 
horses, completely equipped. 

Provisions comprised the dried meat of two bullocks and four sheep, weighing, as 
butcher's meat, 16 cwt., but when dried and the bones removed, reduced to 300 lbs—in 
addition to this, 500 lbs. bacon, 1,600 lbs. flour, 100 Its. rice, 350 lbs. sugar, 60 lbs. tea, 
40 Its. tobacco, and some minor articles. 

The arms and ammunition were—one minie rifle, eight double-barrel guns, nine 

revolver pistols, 25 lbs. gunpowder, 150 Its. shot and balls, percussion caps, &e. 

For the conveyance of water two leather water-bags were provided, each holding five 

gallons, besides which each of the party was furnished with a water-bag of India rubber 
holding three pints. 

* 472—A The 

1857. 
8th December. 

1858. 
11th January. 
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The tents were made of calico, each suited for the accommodation of two persons, 

and the several articles of camp equipage were of the lightest construction consistent with 

the service required. 

The instruments employed were an eight-inch sextant, box-sextant, prismatic compasses, 

pocket compasses, double axis compass, aneroid barometers, thermometers, and artificial 

horizon, &c. 

Including forty sets of horseshoes, farrier's and carpenter's tools, together with 

sundry material for repairs, &c. ; the total weight of the equipment was about 4,600tbs., 

exclusive of the saddles and harness, which gave an average load of 150lbs. as the net load 

carried by each pack-horse. 

24th 
1858.  
March 

These arrangements being complete the expedition left " Juanda," and proceeded 

27th March 
by the road to Mr. Cardew's station at " Euroomba," from which, under the guidance of 

Mr. Bolton—whose local knowledge was of material service—we made our way through the 

dense scrubs and broken country to the west, for about thirty miles, to the head of "Scott's 

Creek," a small tributary of the Dawson River. 

29th March. The general course was now W.N.W. through a country with rich grassy valleys and 

dense scrubs of "brigalow" acacia on the higher ground. Green grass was abundant at this 

time; but I fear that in seasons of drought few of the water-holes are permanent. 

The timber consists of iron-bark, box, and a few other species of eucalyptus—the brigalow 

acacia attaining the height of thirty feet. Soft brown sandstones of the coal measures are 

the prevailing rock, forming hills with table summits. 

nid April. 
With some difficulty, owing to the dense scrubs, we crossed the basaltic ridge which 

divides the eastern waters flowing to the Dawson River from these trending to the west into 

the basin of the Maranoa River, a tributary of which—probably the Merivale River—was 

followed westward. The country became more sandy, timbered with iron-bark, cypress, &c. 

The whole was, however, well grassed, and suited for grazing if not too heavily stocked. 

5th April. 
Reaching the Maranoa River in about latitude 25° 45', water was scarcely procurable 

in the sandy bed, and we had to dig wells to obtain a supply. 

Warned by the fact that Messrs. H. Gregory and Haly had been unable to penetrate 

the country to the west from scarcity of water, even three months earlier in the season, we 

7th April. 
followed up the Maranoa to "Mount Owen," and having found a sufficient supply of water 

and grass for a few days halt, I proceeded to reconnoitre the country to the west, and at 

length found a practicable route to the tributaries of the "Warrego" River, to which the 

12th April. party was advanced. 

A heavy shower of rain had filled the gullies in this locality, and green grass clothed 

the country, forming a striking contrast to the dry and waterless valley of the Maranoa. 

Fine openly timbered valleys well suited for pasture, alternated with ridges of scrub 

15th April. 
of brigalow acacia till we reached "Mount Playfair," a basaltic hill on the sandstone ridge 

which separates the Warrego Valley from that of the "Nive," a small branch of which was 

16th April. followed down to its junction with the main channel in latitude 25° 6'. 

The soil in the valley of the Nive is sandy, thinly grassed, and openly timbered with 

iron-bark, spotted gum, &c.; the back country rising into low sandstone ridges, covered with 

dense scrub of brigalow acacia. Some pools of permanent water containing small fish were 

passed, on the bank of which the remains of numerous native camps were seen. 

17th April. 
From the Nive River a N.N.W. course was pursued through a nearly level sandy 

country, covered with a scrub of acacia, eucalypti, bottle-tree, &e., which offered great 

impediments to our progress, till within six miles of the "Victoria River," when we suddenly 

emerged from the scrub on to open downs of rich clay soil; but the drought had been of such 

a long continuance that the whole of the vegetation had been destroyed and swept away by 

the wind, leaving the country to all appearance an absolute desert. 

The bed of the Victoria was scarcely 10 yards wide, and perfectly dry, so that it was 

only after a prolonged search along its course that a small puddle of water was found in 

a hollow of the clay flat, and near it, fortunately for our horses, a litle grass growing in 

widely scattered tufts. 

Being now on the line of route which Dr. Leichhardt had stated his intention of 

following, the party was divided, so that both sides of the river were examined in all probable 
- positions 
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positions in which his camps might have been situated; but as the high floods appeared to 
1858. 

19thiprO. 

have inundated the country for nearly a mile on each bank last year, all tracks of previous 

explorers were necessariiy obliterated, and it was only by marked trees, or the bones of cattle, 

that we could hope to discover any trace. 

During the first two days journey down the river only a few small pools of water 

were seen, and these not of a permanent character, while the rich vegetation on the open 

downs, which had excited the admiration of Sir T. Mitchell on his discovery of the country 

in a favorable season, had wholly passed away, leaving little but a bare surface of clay, the 

deep fissures in its surface giving evidence of long continued drought. 

In latitude 24° 37', longitude 146° IT, a small sandy creek, of equal size with the 20t1i April. 

Victoria, joined from the east, and just below the first permanent pooi of water was found. 

There was a slight improvement in the grass, but dense scrubs prevailed in the back country, 

and even approached the river at intervals. 

While collecting the horses near this pool of water I detected a party of armed 21stApriI 

natives watching one of the stockmen, evidently, from their position in the scrub and general 

movements, inclined to hostilities, and I imagine that it was a knowledge that we were aware 

of their intentions which prevented my being able to establish any communication with 

them. I may here remark that this party, which numbered about eight, were the first 

natives seen during the journey. 

Continuing our route along the river we discovered a " Moreton Bay Ash," (Enca- 21st April. 

lqp!us sp.), about two feet diameter, marked with the letter L on the , 
Loiig. 360  61. 

east side, cut through the bark, about four feet from the ground, and ) // 
near it the stumps of some small trees which had been cut with a 

sharp axe, also a deep notch cut in the side of a sloping tree, appa-  

rently to support the ridge pole of a tent, or some similar purpose; 
 

all indicating that a camp had been established here by Leichhardt's 

.party. The tree was near the bank of a small reach of water, which  

is noted on Sir T. Mitchell's map: this, together with its actual It 
and relative position as regards other features of the country, prove 

it not to have been either one of Sir T. Mitchell's or Mr. Kennedy's camps, as neither 

encamped within several miles of the spot, besides which, the letter could not have been 

marked by either of them to designate the number of the camp, as the former had long 

passed his 50th camp, and the latter had not reached that number on the outward route, 

and numbered his camps from the farthest point attained on his return journey. 

Notwithstanding a careful search, no traces of stock could be found. This is however 

easily accounted for, as the country had been inundated last season, though the current had 

not been sufficiently strong to remove some emu bones and mussel shells which lay round a 

native camping place within a few yards of the spot. 

No other indications having been found, we continued the search down the river, 

examining every likely spot for marked trees, but without success. 

The general aspect of the country was extremely level, and even the few distant 

ridges which were visible had but small elevation above the plain, the highest apparently not 

exceeding 200 or 300 feet. Timber was wholly confined to the bank of the river, and though 

open plains existed, acaeia scrubs were the principal feature. 

Water became very scarce in the channels of the river, and we were principally 

dependent on small puddles of rain-water from a recent thunder shower, but as we approached 

the northern bend some fine reaches of water were passed. 

In latitude 26° 2' we observed a small dry creek joining from the N. E. This I traced 6th April. 

upwards for a few miles; but as its relative position with regard to the adjacent country, as 

well as the latitude, did not correspond with that of the Alice River on the chart, we con-

tinued our route: finding, however, that the general course of the river changed to S. W., I 

left the party at a small lagoon and rode up the river again, making a second search, more 

especially at the junction of the small dry creek, which proved to be identical with the 

Alice River, though more than five miles to the south, as the Victoria River never reaches 

the parallel of 24°. 

Our position was now becoming very critical, as a long continuance of drought had 

not only dried up all the water, except in the deepest hollows in the channel of the main 
river, 
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285h April. river, but the smaller vegetation, and even the trees on the back country were anni1ulated, 

rendering the country almost impracticable from the quantity of fallen dead branches, and 

even in the bed of the river where the inundation derived from heavy rain near the sources 

of the river last year had somewhat refreshed the grass, it was scarcely possible to find subsistence 

for the horses. Under existing circumstances, it would have been certain destruction to 

attempt a north-west route from this point; and the only course that appeared open to us 

was to follow down the main river to the junction of the Thompson River, and ascend that 

watercourse so as to intersect Leichhardt's probable line of route, had he penetrated in that 

direction, favored by a better season. At the same time, it was probable that, like ourselves, 

he had been repulsed, and would then follow down the river, and search for a more favorable 

point from which to commence his north-west course, in order to round the desert interior 

29th April. on its northern side; and we therefore continued our search down towards the Thompson 

River. 

The country was perfectly fiat on both sides of the river, and shewed traces of 

tremendous floods. The soil near the river was often deeply-cracked mud, water very scarce,, 

and grass seldom seen. The back country was covered with scrubs of dead acacia, the soil a 

red sand or gravel; and such was the unpromising appearance, that I began to fear our 

horses would soon fail for want of food and water; but having camped at a water-hole during 

2nd May. Sunday, to rest the party, heavy rain commenced, and though the greater portion of the 

water was absorbed by the dry soil, some of the channels of the river filled and commenced 

to flow. This relieved us from much difficulty as regarded the want of water, and enabled 

us to seek for grass in positiuns which were otherwise inaccessible. 

3rd May. Just as we were leaving our camp a party of seven natives made their appearance; 

but though they came up to us, and talked much, I could get no useful information from 

them. As the party moved on they followed us, and, thinking they were not observed, made 

an attempt to throw a spear at one of the men; but Mr. C. Gregory, wheeling his horse 

quickly and presenting a revolver at the intending aggressors, they ran away, and left us 

to pursue our journey in peace. 

The abundance of water was not without its inconveniences, and had the rain 

continued the party would have been annihilated, as our camp was between the deep channels 

which intersected the plain ; and in attempting to extricate ourselves from the plains subject 

4th May. to inundation, found ourselves so completely entangled among the numerous deep channels 

and boggy gullies, in some of which the horses narrowly escaped suffocation in the soft mud, 

that after having forded one branch of the river, carrying the whole equipment across on our 

own backs, constructing a bridge over a second for the transport of the stores, and dragging 

the horses through as we best could with ropes, after three days of severe toil we had 

6th May. scarcely accomplished a direct distance of five miles. 

The dry weather which followed rapidly hardened the surface of the clay plains, and 

I attempted to steer due west to the Thompson, but found the country so destitute of feed, 

and covered with dense acacia scrub, that we were compelled to return to the plains on the 

bank of the river. 

Sth May The valley of the river trending west was somewhat contracted, and did not exceel 

five or six miles in breadth; the plains were firmer, salt-bush and grass more abundant, and 

the horses recovered slightly from the effects of the barren country. 

Keeping back from the right bank of the main channel, we passed some ridges of 

drift sand, and came on a fine lagoon nearly a mile in length. Here we surprised a party of 

natives, who decamped on our approach, leaving a net, fish, &e., which we of course left 

untouched, and camped at a spot lower down the lagoon. 

9th May The next day, being Sunday, we remained at our camp, and the party of natives, 

consisting of seven or eight men, three or four women, and some children, approached us, 

and remained the greater part of the day near the tents. They were very anxious to enter 

the camp, but this was not permitted. 

By signs they expressed that they had observed we had not taken away any of their 

property the evening before, when they ran away and left their nets, and were therefore 

satisfied our intentions were friendly; but we could not procure any information relative to 

the objects of our journey or the character of the country before us. 

At 4 pan, they informed us they were going to sleep at the most distant part of the 

Jaoop, and would return next morning at sunrise, and then departed. 
After 
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After dark, however, the natives were detected attempting to crawl into the camp 

through the bushes, and though we called to them in an unmistakeable tone to retire, they 
th May. 

would not withdraw. 

As the position they had taken up was such as to command our camp, and render it 

unsafe in the event of an attack, it was necessary to dislodge them. I therefore fired a pistol 

over them, but was answered by a shout of derision, which no doubt would have been soon 

followed by a shower of spears had we not compelled them to retreat by a discharge of small 
shot directed into the scrub, after which we were not further molested. - 

We were now approaching the junction of the Thompson River, but the country 
10th May 

became worse as we advanced, and the last five miles of the plain were absolutely devoid of 

vegetation. Our hopes were, however, raised on finding that the late rain had caused the 

Thompson to flow, though the current was not strong; we had, however, to travel upwards of 
twelve miles up its course before any grass could be found for the horses. 

Continuing our route up the Thompson, nothing could be more desolate than the 11th May. 
aspect of the country; except the few trees which grew on the immediate bank of the river 

there was scarcely a tree left alive, while the plains were quite bare of vegetation, except a few 

salsolaceous bushes. At the distance of five miles low ridges of red drift sand shewed the 

desert character of all around; even the lower surfaces of the clouds assumed a lurid tinge 
from the reflection of the bare surface of red sand. 

In latitude 240  40' low sandstone hills, or rather table land, approached both banks 
12th May. 

of the river, and the gullies which intersected them had supplied the water lower down, as 

the channel was dry above. We, however, succeeded in reaching latitude 230  47', when the 15th May. 
absence of water and grass—.the rain not having extended so far north, and the channels of 

the river separating into small gullies and spreading on the wide plains—precluded our 

progressing further to the north or west; and the only prospect of saving our horses was to 
return south as quickly as possible. 

This was a more severe disappointment, as we had just reached the part of the country 

through which Leichhardt most probably travelled, if the season was sufficiently wet to 
render it practicable. 

Thus compelled to abandon the principal object of the expedition, only two courses 

remained open—either to return to the head of the Victoria River and attempt a northern 

course by the valley of the "Belyando," or to follow down the river and ascertain whether it 

flowed into "Cooper's Creek" or the Darling. The latter course appeared most desirable, as 

it was just possible that Leichhardt, under similar circumstances, had been driven to 
the S. W. 

In order to ascertain whether any large watercourses came from the west, the return 

route was along the right bank of the Thompson, but only one small creek and some incon 

siderable gullies joined on that side; nor was the country of a better character than on the 

left bank—consisting of barren plains, subject to inundation, low rocky ridges covered 
with dense scrub, and sandy ridges producing triodia. 

We had nearly reached the Victoria River, when, in crossing a gully. Worrell's horse 
22nd May. 

fell and hurt him so severely that we had to halt for some time before he could be placed on 

his horse again, and it was therefore fortunate that a small patch of dry grass was found on 

the bank of the river, which enabled us to halt the next day, which was.Sunday. 
23rd May. 

Travelling down the right bank of the river the principal channels were full of water, 

but the clay plains between were quite dry, the rain which had caused the river to flownot 

having extended so far south; nothing could well be more desolate than the unbounded level 

of these vast plains, which, destitute of vegetation, extended to the horizon. Our horses were 

reduced to feeding on the decayed weeds, and even, these were so scarce that they eagerly 
devoured the thatch of some old native huts. 

We had nearly reached the furthest point attained by Mr. Kennedy when the horses 
27th 

shewed signs of failing strength, and the channels on the east side of the plain being dry, 
I conceived it prudent to cross to the western side again. 

The dry. mud was so deeply cracked that the horses were continually falling, and 
one horse was so completely exhausted that we had to abandon him. 

* 472-13 
Steering 
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Steering a westerly, and then a north course, we reached the small waterhole at Mr. 

Kennedy's second camp on the return route; there was just sufficient water to supply the 

party for one night, and a few scattered tufts of grass near it, but quite insufficient for the 

supply of so large a number of horses. 

Close to the water-hole we found Mr. Kennedy's marked tree; it was a large 

box-tree, marked on the north side thus 

K 

II 

The cuts of the axe and chisel were still quite clear, though twelve years had elapsed; but 

the slow growth and decay of trees in the interior may be atributed to the dryness of the 

climate. 

29t1i May. Steering north-west, after toiling nearly thirty miles across this fearful waste of dry 

mud, we at length reached a small patch of grass on a sandy hummock, but only just in 

time to save the horses, as many could scarcely keep on their legs, and we had to remove 

their loads to those which were less exhausted. 

bUs hay. Long before the next mQrning our hungry animals had consumed every blade of 

grass, and the small patch round the camp was reduced to the same barren appearance as 

the surrounding plain. We therefore started in search of food for them, and were fortunate 

in finding a second patch of grass, about three miles to the south, and halted for the 

remainder of the day, which was Sunday, thankful that Providence had enabled us to make 

it a day of rest. 

31st May 
The running channel of the river being still to the west of our position, we steered 

south-west, over barren clay plains, to some low ridges of drift sand, beyond which we found 

Lat. 26 1  2' the channel fufl of water, with a slight current; but it terminated in a large reach of water 

which had not yet filled, and the channel lower down was dry. 

Low ridges of red drift sand were now frequent on the plain, and appeared to be the 

higher points of the former sandy desert, the clay plains resulting from the deposition of 

mud in the hollows between which had in course of time filled it to one uniform level. 

1st Yuno. The channels on the western side of the plain were very irregular, sometimes com- 

pletely lost on the level surface, and again collecting into large hollows, with box trees on 

the banks, in which fine sheets of water still remained, some 100 yards wide and more than 

a mile in length. We therefore did not experience so much inconvenience with regard to 

the supply of this necessary element as from the absence of sufficient grass, and the all but 

impracticable nature of the mud plains. 

In latitude 27° low sandstone table land approached the west side of the river, and 

we attempted to travel along the slope between it and the mud plains, but found it so stony 

that the horses hoofs were soon worn to the quick, as we had been compelled to remove their 

shoes to enable them to traverse the mud plains. 

Had it not been for green bushes of salsolae, and some similar plants which had 

sprung up since the rain, this tract of country exactly resembled the stony desert described 

by Capt. Sturt as existing 200 miles to the westward. These remarkable features forming 

the declivities of the sandstone table land through which " Cooper's Creek" forces its way, 

,and by confining the waters to a narrower space during floods, causes the fine deep reaches of 

water which characterize it. 

8th Junc. 
By fullowing the western limits of the plains we reached latitude 27° 30', when the 

sandstone table land receded, and a boundless expanse of mud plain was before us; the lines 

of box trees which had hitherto marked the channels nearly ceased, polygonum and atriplex 

constituting the main feature of the vegetation. 

91huue. 
After toiling S.W. a day and a half over this level surface to latitude 270 

 50', we 

approached some low ridges, at the foot of which there was a lagoon 100 yards wide, exhibiting 

signs of a current during flood to the N.W.; and as there was an evident westerly trend in all 

the smaller channels previously crossed, it was evident they would soon merge in Cooper's 

Creek. 
Steering W.N.W; the several channels collected together, and soon formed a deep 

watercourse, with fine reaches of water. 
The 
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The sandstone table land closed in on both sides; the soil of the intervening plain 9thJun. 

was much firmer, but shewed by the vegetation that saline nature which so often attends 

the development of the upper sandstones in Australia. Grass was abundant, and it was 

surprising with what rapidity the horses recovered their strength. 

Approaching the 141st meridian, which is the boundary of the province of South 12thJune. 

Australia, stony ridges closed in on both banks of Cooper's Creek, forming almost a natural 

division, across which we followed a well-beaten native path; and here I observed the only 

instance which has come under my observation where the aborigines have taken the trouble 

to remove natural obstacles from their paths. The loose stones had been cleared from the 

track, and in some places piled in large heaps. 

After passing the stony ridge the valley became wider, the hills receding suddenly, in 14thune. 

longitude 1400 30', both to the north and south; and the whole country to the west seemed 

to consist of a succession of low ridges of red sand and level plains of dry mud, subject to 

inundation. 

Shortly before reaching the branch of Cooper's Creek named by Captain Sturt 

" Streletzki" Creek, we observed the tracks of two horses, one apparently a cart-horse, and 

the other a well bred animal, but as none of their tracks were within the last month, the rain 

had obliterated them to such an extent that they. could not be traced up, as. they had left 

the bank of the creek on the first fall of rain, as is the usual habit of horses whose wander- 

ings are uncontrolled. 

There can be little doubt that these horses belonged to Captain Sturt, who left one 

in an exhausted state near this locality, and also lost a second horse, whose tracks were fol- 

lowed many miles in the direction of this part of Cooper's Creek. 

"Streletzki Creek," which separats nearly at a right angle from the main channel, 

appears to convey about one-third of the waters of Cooper's Creek nearly south, and, as we 

afterwards ascertained, connects it with Lake Torrens. We, however, continued to follow 

the channels which trended west for 30 miles, but large branches continually broke off to the 

south and west, and at length the whole was lost on the wide plains of dry mud between the 16thlune. 

sand ridges; and, as there was no prospect of either water or grass to the west, I steered south 

and S. E. for fifty miles over a succession of ridges of red drift sand, ten to fifty feet high, 

running parallel to each other, and in a nearly N. and S. direction. Between these ridges 

we occasionally found shallow puddles of rain-water, or rather mud, as it was so thick with 

clay as to be scarcely fluid. Fortunately, a great quantity of green weeds had grown up since 

the rain, and the horses improved in condition, and did not require much water. 

In latitude 280  24' we again came on Streletzki Creek, and then followed it nearly 21st nne. 

S. S. W. between sandy ridges to latitude 29° 25', when it turned to the west and entered 25t 
Lake Torrens. No permanent water was seen in the bed of the creek, though there are many 

deep hollows which when once filled retain water for several months, and this, combined with 

the existence of a fine reach of water in Cooper's Creek immediately above the point where 

Streletzki Creek branches off, renders it far the best line of route into the interior which has 

yet been discovered. 

Passing between the eastern point of Lake Torrens and what has hitherto been con- 

sidered the eastern arm, but now ascertained to be an independent lake, the space between 

(about - a mile) was level sandy ground, covered with salicornia., without any apparent con- 

necting channel. The course was continued S.S.W. towards Mouht Hopeless, at the northern 

extreme of the high ranges of South Australia, which had been visible across the level country 

at a distance of 60 miles. 

As we approached the range of hills tracks of cattle and horses were observed, and 8 26th Juno. 

miles beyond Mount Hopeless came to a cattle statiofl which had been lately established by 

Mr. Baker. 

As the nature of the country we. had traversed was such as not to admit of any 

useful deviations from it if we returned to New South Wales by land, I deemed it advisable 

to proceed forthwith to Adelaide, and, disposing of the horses and equipment, return with the 

party. by sea to Sydney. 

We therefore proceeded by easy stages towards Adelaide, experiencing the. greatest ait July. 

hospitality at the stations on our route, while our reception in the city was of the most 

flattering nature. 
His 
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His Excellency Sir Richard Macdonald kindly gave me the use of an extensive pad-

dock for the horses, and provided quarters for the men during the period which necessarily 

elapsed before the sale of the equipment of the expedition was effected. I have also to 

express my acknowledgments of the kind assistance rendered by the Honorable the Corn-

missioner of Crown Lands, to the Surveyor General, and the Superintendent of Telegraphs, 

for valuable data connected with the construction of the map of the route, as well as to many 

other gentlemen whose cordial co-operation greatly facilitated my arrangements. 

It is extremely gratifying to record my appreciation of the untiring zeal and energy 

which distinguished every individual composing the expedition; and it is to the unvarying 

and cheerful alacrity with which each, and all, performed their respective duties, that, under 

Providence, the rapidity and success of the journey is to be mainly attributed. 

With reference to the probable fate of Dr. Leichhardt, it is evident, from the existence 

of the marked camp, nearly 80 miles beyond those seen by Mr. Hely, that the account given 

to that gentleman by the natives of the murder of the party was untrue; and I am 

inclined to think only a revival of the report current during Leichhardt's first journey to 

Port Essington. Nor is it probable that they were destroyed until they had left the Victoria, 

as, if killed by the natives, the scattered bones of the horses and cattle would have been 
observed during our search. 

I am therefore of opinion that they left the river at the junction of the Alice, and, 

favored by thunder showers, penetrated the level desert country to the N. W. : in which 

case, on the cessation of the rain, the party would not only be deprived of a supply of water 

for the onward journey, but unable to retreat, as the shallow deposits of rain-water-would 

evaporate in a few days, and it is not likely that they would commence a retrograde move-

ment until the strength of the party had been severely taxed in the attempt to advance. 

The character of the country traversed, from the out-stations on the Dawson River to 

the head of the Warrego River, was generally that of a grassy forest, with ridges of dense 

brigalow scrub. A great portion is available for pastoral purposes, but not well watered; 

and the soil being sandy, the grass would soon be destroyed if too heavily stocked. 

As we advanced into the interior it became more barren, and, except along the banks 

of the larger watercourses, destitute of timber, and the character of the vegetation indicated 
excessive droughts. 

North of lat. 26° dense scrubs of acacia prevailed on the level country beyond the influ- 

ence of the inundations, but to the southward, sandy and stony deserts, with low shrubby 

vegetation, were the characteristic feature. 

West of longitude 147°, nearly to the boundary of South Australia, in 141°, the 

country is unfit for occupation, for, though in favorable seasons there might in some few 

localities be abundance of feed for stock, the uncertainty of rain and frequent recurrence of 

drought renders it untenable, the grasses and herbage being principally annuals, which not 

only die but are swept away by the hot summer winds, leaving the surface of the soil 
completely bare. 

On Cooper's Creek, near the boundary, there is a small tract of second-rate country, 

which, being abundantly supplied with, water, may eventually be occupied. The best part is, 

however, within the Province of South Australia. 

Between Cooper's Creek and Lake Torrens about 120 miles of sandy country inter-

venes. This tract is destitute of surface water, but as it is probable that it could be obtained 

by sinking wells of moderate depth, I think it might be occupied to advantage during the 

cool season, and thus relieve the stations which are now established within Lake Torrens, 

though I fear that the summer heat would be too great to admit of permanent occupation. 

The geological character of the country is remarkably uniform. Carboniferous sand-

stones and shales, containing occasional beds of coal, with superincumbent hills and ridges of 

basalt, extend from Darling Downs to the 146th meridian, where these rocks are covered by 

horizontal sandstones with beds of chert and water-worn quartz pebbles. This latter forma- 

tion extends as far as Mount Hopeless, where the slate ranges of South Australia rise abruptly 
from the plain. 

The sandy deserts and mud plains are only superficial deposits, as the sandstones are 

often exposed where the upper formation is intersected by gullies. 

The 
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The direction of the parallel ridges of drift sand appear to be the result of the pre-

vailing winds, and not the action of water, it being sufficient to visit them on a windy day 

to be convinced that it is unnecessary to seek for a more remote and obscure cause than that 

which is in present operation. 

It is, perhaps, with reference to the physical geography of Australia that the results 

of the expedition are most important; as, by connecting successively the explorations of 

Sir T. Mitchell, Mr. Kennedy, Capt. Sturt, and Mr. Eyre, the waters of the tropical interior 

of the eastern portioü of the continent are proved to flow towards Spencer's Gulf, if not 

actually into it, the barometrical observations shewing that Lake Torrens, the lowest part of 

the interior, is decidedly above the sea level. 

Although only about one-third of the waters of Cooper's Creek flow into Lake Torrens 

by the channel of Streletaki Creek, there is strong evidence that the remaining channels, 

after spreading their waters on the vast plains which occupy the country between them and 

Sturt's Stony Desert, finally drain to the south, augmented probably by the waters of 

11  Eyre's Creek," the "Stony Desert," and perhaps some other watereourses of a similar 

character coming from the westward. 

This peculiar structure of the interior renders it improbable that any considerable inland 

lakes should exist in connection with the known system of waters; for, as Lake Torrens is 

decidedly only an expanded continuation of Cooper's Creek, and therefore the culminating point 

of this vast system of drainage, if there was sufficient average fall of rain in the interior to 

balance the effects of evaporation from the surface of an extensive sheet of water, the 

11  Torrens Basin," instead of being occupied by salt marshes, in which the existence of any-

thing.beyond shallow lagoons of salt water is yet problematical, would be maintained as a 

permanent lake. 

Therefore, if the waters flowing from so large a tract of country are insufficient to 

meet the evaporation from the surface of Lake Torrens, there is even less probability of the 

waters of the western interior forming an inland lake of any magnitude, even should there 

be so anomalous a feature as a depression of the surface in which it could be collected, 

especially as our knowledge of its limits indicate a much drier climate and less favorable 

conformation of surface than in the eastern division of the continent. 

The undulations of the surface of the country are nearly parallel to the meridian, 

gradually decreasing in height from the dividing range between the eastern and western 

waters till, instead of the waters of the rivers being confined to valleys, they occupy plains 

formed by a slight flattening of the curvature of the sphere. Thus the sides of the plain 

through which the river ran before it turned west to Cooper's Creek were 150 feet below 

the tangential level of the centre channels, and even the summit of the sandstone table land 

which rose beyond was below the visible horizon. 

It is this peculiar conformation which causes the stream beds to spread so widely 

when following the course of the valleys from north to south, and it is only where they 

break through the intervening ridges that the water is confined sufficiently to form well 

defined channels. 

The existence of these extensive valleys trending north and south over so large a 

tract of country render it by no means unlikely that they continue far beyond the limits of 

present explorations, and it is not unreasonable to infer that the great depression which has 

been traced nearly five hundred miles north from Spencer's Gulf through Lake Torrens to 

the stony desert of Sturt (or rather the mud plains contiguous to its western limit), may be 

continuous for an equal distance beyond to the low land at the head of the Gulf of Carpen-

taria; a theory also supported by the fact, that the rivers flowing into the Gulf either come 

from the east or west, apparently from higher land in those directions, while there is not a 

single watercourse from the south, or any indication of elevated country in that direction. 

Captain Wickham having named an important river discovered by him in H. M. S. 

Beagle on the N.W. coast the "Victoria," several years prior to Sir T. Mitchell having 

attached that name to the upper portion of Cooper's Creek, which had also been previously 

discovered and named by Captain Sturt, I would suggest that the term River Cooper be 

adopted for the whole of the main channel from its sources, discovered by Sir T. Mitchell, to 

its termination in Lake Torrens; as, while it does not interfere with the rule that the name 

given by the first discoverer should be retained, will prevent the recurrence of the misappre- 

* 472—C hension 
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hension and inconvenience of having two important rivers with the same designationon the 

maps of Australia. 

With regard to the number and habits of the aborigines, I could collect little infor-

mation, as only a collective number of about one hundred men, a few women and children, 

were seen, in small scattered parties; but, judging from the number of encampments seen, at 

least a thousand must visit the banks of the river; and it is probable that the whole of the 

inhabitants for at least a hundred miles on each side are dependent on it for water during 

the dry season. 

Neither sex wear any clothing. Their weapons and utensils are similar to those 

used on the eastern coast; nor was there any characteristic by which they could be observed 

to differ from the aborigines of other portions of Australia. 

Fish, rats, grass seeds, and a few roots, constitute their chief food. 

On the lpper part of the river they bury their dead, piling wood on the grave; 

near the junction of the Thompson they suspend the bodies in nets, and afterwards remove 

the bones; while on. Cooper's Creek the graves are mounds of earth three to four feet high, 

apparently without any excavation, and surmounted by a pile of dead wood. In the last-

named locality the number of burial mounds which had been constructed about two years ago 

greatly exceeded the proportion of deaths which could have possibly occurred in any ordinary 

season of mortality, even assuming the densest population known in any other part of 

Australia; and it is not improbable that the seasons of drought which proved so destructive 

to the tree vegetation higher up the river may have been equally disastrous in its effects on 

the aboriginal isthabitants of this portion of the interior. 
A. C. GREGORY. 

Sydney, 27 August, 1858. 
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EXPEDITION IN SEARCH OF DR. LEICHHARDT. 
(COMMUNICATION FROM A. C. GREGORY, ESQ., UPON.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 9 September, 1858. 

A. C. GREGORY, ESQ., to Tssx SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBL1C WORKS. 

Sydney, 27 August, 1858. 

I have the honor to inform you that on the arrival of the Leichhardt 

Expedition in Adelaide, I made arrangements for the sale of the horses and equipment of 

the party, and they were accordingly sold at public auction, on the 6th August—the horses 
-. realizing the gross sum of £1,169 5s., and the equipment £164 7s. 6d.; deducting the 

usual commission leaves the net sum of £1,171 19., which will be duly paid into the 
Colonial Treasury. 

The large amount which has been thus realized is owing to the few casualties among 

the- horses, as, of the 40 originally purchased only one was abandoned on the journey, and 

one killed by falling over a steep bank in the police paddock in Adelaide. 

The Government of South Australia having purchased several of the horses for the 

purpose of reinforcing Mr. Babbage's party, who were exploring the country to the west of 

Lake Torrens, were desirous that Mr. C. Gregory should proceed with them to Mr. Babbage's 

camp, as it would afford a good opportunity of communicating the details of the character of 

the country to the north-east of his proposed route. 

I therefore gave leave to Mr. C. Gregory, Overseer Phibbs, and R. Bowman, to 

proceed on this service; and it was arranged that they were to be paid by the South 

Australian Government during the period they were thus detained—by which no expense 

would be incurred beyond what would have result-ed had they returned direct to Sydney. 

As the services of the rest of the exploring party were not further required, I 

dscharged them on reaching Sydney; as some, however, were engaged at Moreton Bay, I 

consider that they are entitled to their passage back to the place of engagement at the 
expense of the Expedition. 

As the documents relative to my accounts, and the proceedings of the Expedition 

prior to leaving the Settled Districts, were unavoidably left at Mr. Boyd's station, on the 

Dawson River, together with sundry stores for the supply of the party in returning through 

the settled country to Moreton Bay, as at that time I did not contemplate proceeding to 

South Australia, I purpose starting by the next steamer for Moreton Bay, and disposing of 

such stores as are not required for future service, return with the papers to Sydney, in order 

to prepare the maps of the route, and close the accounts of the Expedition. 

THE HONORABLE . I have, &c., 
THE SECRETARY FOR A. C. GREGORY, 

LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

*498_ 
A. 
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A. C. GREGORY, ESQ., to TUE SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PuBLIC Wons. 

Sydney, 27 August, 1858. 
Sin, 

I have the honor to transmit a Report* of the proceedings of the Expedition 

in search of Dr. Leichhardt, who started with a party to CXiFC the country between 

Moreton Bay and Western Australia, in 1848. 

As the detail maps of the country travcrsod will occupy some time in compilation, I 

append an outline sketch of the route of the Expedition. 

Dr. Mueller, Government Botanist in Victoria, hawing kindly consented to arrange 

and ascertain the names of the botanical specimens collected during the journey, I have left 

them with him in Melbourne, for a short period, for that purpose, and on their arrival in 

Sydney shall transmit them to such department as may 13e directed, together with the 

geological specimens, &e. 

The meteorological observations I have not forwarded with this Report, being 

desirous of tabulating them with simultaneous observations at Moreton Ba and Adeaide, 

the whole of the data of which is not yet in my posession. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE A. C. GREGORY. 

TUE SECRETARY FOR 

LANDS AND' PUBLIC WORKS. 

* Vide Report laid upon the Table on 1st September, 1858. 
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Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 12 May, 1858. 

RETURN to an Addiess of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly, 
dated 27 April, 1858, praying that His Excellency the Governor 
General would be pleased to cause to be, laid upon the Table of 
that house :- 

A Copy of the General Instructions (if any) given by 
the Government, or the Surveyor General, to the Sur-
veyors employed in laying out Towns and Villages 

11  throughout the Colony." 
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LAYING OUT TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

Surveyor Uenerat'$ Office, 
Sydney, 185 

It having been determined that a shall be laid 
out at I have to request that you 
will proceed to the locality and make 
the necessary preliminary survey. 

Having selected the precise spot which may seem to you to be the best adapted 
for the site, you will proceed with its survey, which should embrace 

every physical feature having elevation or depression sufficient to form an obstruction to 

carrying out a street, and also all existing tracks and improvements (if any) within the site. 

You will also ascertain (with the Theodolite) the general level of one or more of 
the streets of the design hereafter alluded to. 

You will plot your plan to a scale of 8 chains to one inch, and will represent the 

features thereon with the greatest practicable accuracy, carefully preserving the relative 

heights in your hill shading; and will note fully on the plan the character of the land 

throughout, and shew on it the levels alluded to in the previous paragraph. 

You will then prepare a design for the , in which, so 
far as the ground will admit of the arrangement, streets 150 links in width should be 
provided, at distances of 5 chains 30 links apart, in the direction of the principal traffic, and 

cross streets, at right angles, at distances of 10 chains apart. These distances may be 

modified to suit the natural features within extremes of 400 and 600 links, and 6 and 12 

chains respectively. The building allotments within the sections formed by the streets will 

be, where the regulated distances are preserved, of 2 chains frontage by 250 links depth, and 

with a back lane entrance, parallel with the longitudinal streets, of 30 links in width; and 

where the streets may be placed at other distances than the above, the allotments will be as 
nearly of that area and form as may be practicable. 

Your design should be drawn on a separate skeleton tracing, which may be applied 

to the plan, and on which may be shewu the sites which you would recommend for publia 

buildings, such as Court House, Markets, Churches, and Schools, &c.; and also open squares, 
reservations for public recreation, access to water, &c. 

Beyond the proposed building allotments, the main road should be surveyed for a 

distance on either side of one or two miles, and portions should be designed fronting, or 
having access to it, increasing in area with their distance from the ; and 
the design for allotments fronting the main road should be such, that, by the reservation in 

places where the natural surface is not calculated to resist the action of traffic, of those upon 

one side, until such period as the road may be artificially constructed; a sufficient space will 

be left for divergence from the track in use, as it may from time to time become much 
impaired. 

Your Report should embrace a recommendation of boundaries for the Town 

Reserve, as distinguished from the Agricultural or General Reserve; full information as 

to the character of the land, and its suitability to building and agricultural purposes; the 

supply of water and reservations essential to the preservation of its purity and sufficiency; 

the liability of any portion of the reserve to inundation; the probable ultimate arrange-

mnents for sewerage, with their possible effect on the water supply; and a suggestion of 

suitable sites for a General Cemetery, and a Town Pasturage Reserve. 

In conclusion, I have to urge upon your attention the important influence which 

the exercise of care and judgment on your part in the conduct of this duty may have on 
the comfort, convenience, and health of the future occupants of this ; and to 
request that, therefore, you will give every care and consideration to the subject. 

I have, &c., 

Nom.—Oopy of instructions for Survey for a Design of a Town enclosed. In special cases further 
particulars are added, in a Postscript. Designs are prepared at Head Quarters for approval; and the 
survey and measurement of lands in the Towns follow as demands arise. 

GEO. BARNEY, S.G. 
6 may, 1858. 
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(Circular.) 

Suive,or ,cral's Ojice, 

21 Julj, 1858, 

Sm, 

I have the honor to enclose herewith directions for marking boundary lines of 

allotments and portions of Land, which may be measured by surveyors of this Department; 

and I have to request that you will, in future Surveys, adhere strictly to these directions, 

whch will supersede the instructions contained in the Circular Letter of 8th July, 1853. 

2. I beg that you will inform me as soon as you have provided yourself with the 

branding iron to be used in marking Town Allotments, and with such tools as may be necessary 

to mark the numbers on trees. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

GEORGE BARNEY. 
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]Jflrections to be observed in marking Building and Suburban Allotments within Town 

Boundaries 

The building lines of streets, and the side lines of 

back entrances, are, where the land is not naturally 

clear, to be cleared to a width of not less than 4 feet, 

by the removal of all scrub and trees of a less diameter 

than 10 inches, 

Should large trees stand in a building line, the 

usual horse-shoe Surveyor's mark is to be cut upon the 

opposite sides of the tree, in the direction of the building 

line, and the precise position of that line is to be indi-

cated by a cut not less than 9 inches long, in each horse-

shoe mark. 

3. Should a tree stand at the intersection of two 

building lines, the horse-shoe marks, instead of being 

opposite, will of course be at right angles with each other, 

or in any other angle which the building lines may 

form, and the number of the section is to be cut or 

branded in the horse-shoe, as hereafter directed with 

reference to marks on stakes. 

.&-ee ct Cor/Jacticn 
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4. The corners of sections, and of allotments, are to 

be lookspitted to a depth of 6 inches, and for 18 inches 

from the corner, and should rocks occupy the position 

of corners, lines of equal length with the lockspits, and 

numbers, as hereafter directed, are to be cut with a 

pick. 

440—B 
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5. At each section corner, excepting, of course, those 

which are marked by trees, a stake not less than 2 feet 

6 inches long is to be driven 18 inches into the ground 

(where practicable), and on the flat surfscc of the stak 

the number of the section is to be branded in Roman 

figures of 4 inches in height. 

At each allotment corner, stakes, not less than 18 

inches long, are to be driven one foot into the ground, 

and on those on the street frontages the numbers of 

allotments are to be branded in Roman figures of 2 

inches in height. 

The branding of both section and allotment stakes 

is to be done with a single branding iron, having a face 

2 inches in length by one quarter of an inch wide. 

- 
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8. In marking the first surveys in any new Town, 

in addition to the above marking, which will obviously 

disappear with the occuatioii of the allotments, two 

strong posts, not less than 6 inches square and 6 feet in 

height, are to be set 2 feet in the ground, in the kerb 

line, (12 feet from the building line) of a principal 

street of the Town, at a distance of not less than 10 

chains apart, and so placed that their outside faces will 

be precisely in the kerb lines of that street, and of two 

intersecting streets. These posts are to be cut flat on 

the top, and to have a large broad arrow cut on them, 

and they are intended to form a basis with which future 

surveys in the Town may be connected. 

Tob w.:_:L____ 

Pasb M------------------------ 
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Directions to be obserted in marking Boundaries of Land measured beyond the limits 

of Towns 

o y Ji n 

-----7rner 

rA 

All boundary lines, where the country is not 

haturally clear, are to be cleared to a width of not less 

than four feet, by the removal of all scrub and trees of 

a less diameter than 6 inches. 

All trees upon boundary lines, or within two paces 

in thickly wooded country, and 4 paces in open forest 

country, are to be marked with the horse-shoe mark, 

(which is to be cut into the wood of the tree) on the 

opposite sides, in the direction of the boundary line; 

and those trees which are actually in the line, are to be 

marked, in addition, with smaller horse-shoe marks above 

the others. 

The corners of portions are, where a tree may 

stand on the corner, to be marked by four horse-shoe 

marks, in the lines of the boundaries and their con-

tinuations; and broad arrows, not less than six inches 

hong, are to be cut deep in the marks, on two sides where 

the boundaries of one portion only may meet the tree, 

on three sides where the boundaries of two portions may 

meet the tree, and on four sides where the boundaries 

of three or four portions may meet the tree. The 

horse-shoe marks are invariably to face the directions in 

which the boundary lines run. 

Should there be no tree at a corner, the nearest 

large tree is to be marked with the horse-shoe mark on 

four sides, and a single broad arrow is to be cut in one 

of these marks, exactly facing the corner. At the cor-

ner, triangular trenches are to be cut with a spade or 

pick, a foot in depth, and not less than 3 feet in length, 

and at the apex of the triangle, which indicates the cor-

ner, a stake not less than 2 feet 6 inches long is to be 

driven eighteen inches into the ground. The general 

direction of the boundary will be indicated b' the 

position of the triangle, which should be such that the 

angle at the apex, and of course the base of the triangle, 

will be bisected by the boundary line. 
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In very open forest country or plain, the boun-

daries are to be marked by deep lockspits or trenches, 

of 40 or 50 links in length, at distances of 5 chains 

apart, and with a picket or short stake in the centre of 

each; and the corners with triangular trenches as above 

directed, but with a larger stake cut fiat on the top, 

and having a broad arrow cut on it. 

Rocks which may be upon a boundary line are, 

in every instance, to be marked with a pick line; and 

where at a corner of a portion, with a broad arrow. 

Mrhere  portions being measured form part of any 

regular series, for which numbers can be used, as por-

tions of a Parish, the numbers of the portion or portions 

on or near the corners of which a tree may stand, are 

to be cut in thehorse-shoe marks facing the boundary 

lines of the portions or facing the corner. 

Where measurements are made in isolated localities 

where no parish boundaries have been proposed, and no 

perfect series of numbers can be adopted, or used in 

descriptions for deeds, it is still necessary to the recog-

nition of the lands by purchasers, or by intending 

purchasers, that the boundary marks of different portions 

should be distinguished by numbers, which may be 

introduced in the Sale Proclamation of the lands. With 

this object, the corners of portions in each separate 

locality, or on any particular creek on which surveys 

may be made, are to be numbered in a series, which will 

extend to all measurements made in that locality in each 

year; and to these numbers the unit number of the year 

is to be prefixed, as per diagram, the numbers appearing, 

of course, at all the corners of the portions which they 

represent. It is of the greatest importance that no con-

fusion should occur in this numbering, and surveyors 

will therefore exercise the greatest care and discretion 

in determining the boundaries for each.series. 
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(PRAYING REDRESS.) 

Ordered by the Lcgislath,e As.embly to be Printed, 31 Au.gnrt, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The humble Petition of Licensed Surveyor Henry Sanderson, late Assistant Surveyor, 

Moret.on Bay District,— 
SLIEWETH :- 

That your Petitioner humbly submits his case for the consideration of your 
Parliament. 

That your Petitioner was appointed a Surveyor of the Colony of New South Wales, 

at Cannon Row, in the City of Westminster, by the Imperial Government, on the 7th day 

of July, 1855. 

That your Petitioner arrived in this Colony on or about the 20th November, 1855, 

as such appointed Surveyor. 

That your Petitioner was sent to Moreton Bay and the Northern Districts, as an 

Assistant Surveyor, to explore the country and make surveys for railway purposes. 

That your Petitioner filled that appointment to the best of his abihty, until 1st May, 

1857, when he was suspended by the Surveyor General on that date, and finally removed 

from the public service on or about the 31st July, 1857. 

That your Petitioner, believing that be has been too severely punished, in being 

dismissed the public service and deprived of his salary, (the only means of supporting his  
family,) made application several times to your llciiorablc House's present Government, also 

to His Excellency the Governor General, by petition and otherwise, to be restored to 

employment in the public service. 

That at the instance of His Excellency the Governor General, whom your Petitioner 

memorialized on the 22nd July last past., your Petitioner was reappointed to the public 

service as a Licensed Surveyor, on the 9th day of the present month. - 

That your Petitioner, on being gazetted, made respectful application to your 

Honorable [louse's Surveyor General for employment as a Licensed Surveyor. 

That your Petitioner has received official notice from the Surveyor General that your 

Petitioner cannot have employment as a Licensed Surveyor. 

That your Petitioner respectfully refers your Honorable House to a communication 

from the Surveyor General, of the 19th instant, addressed to your Petitioner, and which lie 

can at any time produce in confirmation of that fact. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honorable House will order your 

Petitioner's case to be referred to your Honorable house's Select Committee to inquire into 

the "Management of the Survey Department" now sitting, in order that your humble 

Petitioner's case may be thoroughly investigated, and that your humble Petitioner may 

have redress. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray, &e. 

Sydney, 27 August, 1858. 
HENRY SANDERSON. 

487— 
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(PRAYING REDRESS.) 

O,'cicrecl by the Lejislutive Assembly to be Piiutcd, 31 August, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The Ptitioii of William Wedge Darke, Assistant Surveyor, in the Surveyor 
General's Department,— 

HUMBLY SlIEwxTrr 

That your Petitioner is, and has been, a subordinate ofliccr of the Survey 
Fepartment from September, 1834, to the present time, a period of nearly twenty-four 
(24) years, during the greater part of which your Petitioner has not only been exposed, in 
the performance of his duties, to the greatest hardships, under exposure night and day, in 
all seasons and climates, frequently without food or any shcltcr, with a sacrifice of every 
consideration, not only of health but of domestic comfort and happiness, but has (as in 
duty bound) exercised under such circumstances the various branches of his profession in 
such a manner as to Iced to many expressions of approval from his superior officers. 

That twenty years since your Petitioner was offered an appointment in the Bank of 
Australasia, which he declined, at the request of the Acting Surveyor General, on receiving a 
promise of promotion both immediate and prospective. 

That your Petitioner has nearly ever since been employed, either as a volunteer or by 
command, in the performance of duties which have either been declined, abandoned as 
impracticable, or erroneously performed by other officers. 

That, in addition to the above-mentioned general promise, a distinct promise of prc-
motion was made, under the authority of the Governor General, by the Colonial Secretary's 
letter of the 17th November, No. 47-146, provided your Petitioner, among other officers, 
perfornied his allotted share of the duty which the department was pledged to perform by the 
end of the following year, 1848; and that having not only performed his allotted share of 
the premised duty, but an equal amount of that which had been entrusted to others, your 
Petitioner has seen nearly every junior officer promoted above him, as well as strangers 
recently appointed to grades superior to his own. 

That, in consequence of this latter distinct promise, not having teen carried into 
effect, your Petitioner has suffered not only loss and injury, but physically, from having had 
an unfair and very severe amount of exposure and hardship, as compared with other officers, 
and mentally, from a sense of cruel injustice and indignity—from seeing the rewards for 
which the prime of life, with home, social and parental duties and enjoyments, have been 
sacrificed; the promised rewards given to those his juniors whose duty your Petitioner has 
performed. 

That, during the long period your Petitioner has served the Government as a Sur-
veyor, not one of his surveys have ever been the subject of litigation or impeachment for 
inaccuracy. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honorable House will be pleased 
to take the premises, and your Petitioners ease into your most gracious consideration, and 
that such redress may be afforded to your Petitioner as to your Honorable house may seem 
meet, and as the circumstances of your Petitioner's case may appear in justice to require. 

And your Petitioner, as in dñt.y bound, will ever pray, &c., &c. 
Will. WEDGE PARKE. 

486— 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

CROWN LANI)S LEASES. 
(DATE OF HELD UNDER ORDERS IN COUNCIL.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 1 June, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 

New South Wales, dated 4 December, 1857, praying that His Excel-

lency the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be laid upon 

the Table of this House,- 

Copies of all Proceedings of the Executive Council between 

" the years 1848 and 1852, with regard to the date of the Leases 

to be issued to the Pastoral Occupants of Waste Lands of the 

"Crown under the Orders in Council. 

Also, copy of the Commission of His Excellency Sir.  

" Charles Fitz Roy, under whose Government the date of the 

" Pastoral Leases was fixed at 1sf January, 1852. 

Also, copies of any Despatches from the Secretary of State 

" which may have been received by the Governor General upon 

the same subject, especially of any Despatch confirming the 

"arrangements which were made by the Governor General and 

" Executive Council." 

SCHEDULE. 
NO. PAGE. 

Minute of Proceedings of the Executive Council with respect to the issue of Leases of Crown 
Lands, 17 June, 1851 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 
Do. .. do. .. do. .. 29 July, 1851 .. .: .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 
Do. .. do. .. do. .. 23 September, 1851 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 
Copy of the Commission of His Excellency Sir Charles Fitz Roy, 31 December, 1850.. .. 4 

There are no Despatches from the Secretary of State upon the same subject. 

283—A 
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No. 1. 
I'R 0 CEEDINOS of the Executive Council with respect to the issue of Leases of 

Crown Lands. 

Extract from MINUTE, No. 51-30, dated 17 June, 1851. 

Present 
His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 
THE HONORABLE THE COMMANDER OF THE FoRCEs. 
THE HONORABLE TUE COLONIAL SECR,ETARY 
THE HONORABLE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL TREASURER. 

Tirs Excellency the Governor General lays befure the Council a letter from the Chief Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, dated 23rd May, 1851, in which, with reference to the proposed 
issue of leases of Crown Lands in the Intermediate and Unsettled Districts, under Her 
Majesty's Order in Council of 9th March, 1847, be solicits instructions on the following 
points, viz 

At what period shall the duration of the leases commence—whether from the 
date of their actual issue, or from any prior date ? 

Shall a particular day be fixed for the annual payment of the rents to be reserved 
in the leases throughout the Colony, as a day is now fixed on or before which 
the fees for depasturing licenses must be paid; or will it be more expedient 
to adopt some other arrangement? 

In respect to the first of these questions, the Chief Commissioner states that it is 
generally understood amongst the claimants of leases that their runs will be demised to 
them for the full term of 14 years or 8 years, computed from the issue of the leases; and he 
is disposed to think that they are, to a certain extent, justified in that view of the subject, 
in the absence of any direct intimation to the contrary. The Chief Commissioner further 
sttes his opinion that it may be fairly argued that to curtail the privilege which the 
possession of leases for the full term authorised by the Order in Council would bestow upon 
the licensed occupants, would hardly be just on the part of the Government, when the delay 
in the isue of the leases forming the ground for such curtailment may in part, at least, be 
attributed to the Government itself. 

The Council state their opinion that the licensed occupants of Crown Lands beyond 
the Settled Districts have practically been in the enjoyment of all the privileges which the 
leases are intended to confer from the date when it was notified to them that they were at 
liberty to exercise, before the issue of the leases, their pre-emptive right in respect of such 
portions of their runs as they might choose to purchase, and as that intimation was published 
on the 28th June, 1850, the leases might properly be made to bear date from the 1st July 
following. 

Before, however, making any distinct recommendation to that effect, the Council advise 
that the following question, raised by the Attorney General, be referred to the Crown Law 
Officers, that is to say :—Whether the maximum terms of eight years and fourteen years 
respectively may legally be made to commence from the actual issue of the leases, or whether 
their duration must be computed from the period when the claimants were legally in a 
position to demand leases, that is to say, at the expiration of six months from the promul-
gation in the Colony of Her Majesty's Order in Council of 9th March, 1847, as provided by 
the 11th section of chapter II of that Order? 

The answer to the Chief Commissioner's $econd inquiry is implied in the foregoing 
recommendation, as the date of payment will be regulated by the date of the leases, which, 
according to the view above stated, will be a fixed period for all. 

MICHAEL FITZPATRICK, 
Clerk of the Council. 

No. 2. 
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EXTRACT from MINUTE No. 51-37, dated 29 July, 1951. 

Present:— 

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

THE HONORABLE THE COMMANDER OF THE FORCES. 

THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL TREASURER. 

REFERRING to the proceedings on the 17th ultimo, with respect to the isue of leases 

of Crown Lands in the rntermediate and Unsettled Districts, under Her Majesty's Order in 

Council of 9th March, 1847, His Excellency the Governor General lays before the Council a 

letter from the Crown Law Officers, in which, in reply to the rcferencc made to them, as 

advised by the Council on the above date, they state their opinion that it is competent to 

His Excellency the Governor, General, if he shall so think fit, to make the maximum terms 

of eight and fourteen years respectively commence from the actual issue of the leases. 

As; therefore, there is no legal necessity, as had been previously suggested, for com-

puting the maximum terms of the leases from the date when the licensed occupants were 

first in a position to demand leases, the Council advise that, for the reasons assigned in their 

previous Minute, the maximum terms of eight years and fourteen years for leases of runs 

in the Interniediate and Unsettled Districts respectively, should be computed from the 

1st July, 1850, in all cases where the right of leases accrued by virtue of previous authorized 

occupation, under the 11th section of cap. II. of the Order in Council of 9th March, 1847. 

In those cases where the right of lease has been acquired by tender, under sections 

12 and 13 of that Order, the term of the lease should be made to commence from the date 

of the acceptance of the tender. 
MICHAEL FITZPATRICK, 

Clerk of the Council. 

 

EXTRACT from MINUTE No. 51-47, dated 23 September, 1851. 

Present:— 

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVRRNOR GENERAL. 

THE HONORABLE THE COMMANDER OP THE FORCES. 

THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

THE HONORABLE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL TREASURER. 

REFERRING to the proceedings on the 29th July last, with respect to the issue of 

leases of Crown Lands in the Intermediate and Unsettled Districts, on which occasion the 

Council advised that the maximum terms of eight years and fourteen years respectively 

should be computed from the 1st July, 1850, in all cases where the right of lease accrued by 

reason of previous authorized occupation, under the 11th section of cap. II. of the Order in 

Council of 9th March, 1847, and that in those cases where the right of lease had been 

acquired by tender under sections 12 and 13 of that Order, the term of the lease should be 

made to commence from the date of the acceptance of the tender,— His Excellency the 

Governor General lays before the Council a letter from Messrs. M. H. Marsh, Alfred Denison, 

John Dobic, and Francis Taaffe, in which they s.olicit a re-consideration of the decision 

arrived at by the Council on this head. 

In this letter it is urged, that in consequence of the delay in the issue of the leases, 

the licensed occupants of Crown Lands have not hitherto been in the enjoyment of all the 

advantages which would have accrued to them from the possession of such leases; and it is 

represented, moreover, that in the full conviction that the terms of the leases would be 

computed from the date of issue, many persons have disposed of their interest in pastoral 

runs, subject to that condition, and if that expectation be not now realised much litigation 

and inconvenience mustensue. 

After a careful review of the various considerations affecting this question; the 

Council are disposed to recommend that, in regard to all leases to be issued, both for lands 

held under licensed occupation previously to the promulgation of Her Majesty's Order in 

Council, 
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Council, and for runs hitherto acquired by tender, the maximum terms of eight and 

fourteen years, as the case may be, should commence from a future certain day—say 

1st January, 1852; but that with respect to all runs to be hereafter taken up by tenders, 

the duration of the leases should be computed from the date of the first payment of rent 

under the accepted tender, instead of the date of such acceptance, as previously advised. 

MICHAEL FITZPATRICK, 

- 
Clerk of the Council. 

No. 4. 
VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

To Our trusty and well-beloved Sir Charles Augustus Fits Roy, Knight,— 

GREETING :- 

Whereas We did, by certain Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Our-

United 

ur

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, bearing date at Westminster, the twentieth 

day of February, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, in the ninth year of Our. Reign, 

constitute and appoint you to be, during Our pleasure, Captain-General and Governor-in- 

Chief in and over the Territory 6alled New South Wales, and all Islands and Territories 

comprising, save and except as thereinafter excepted, all that portion of Our Territory of 

Australia, or New Holland, lying between the one hundred and twenty-ninth and one 

hundred and fifty-fourth degrees of east longitude, and between the twenty-sixth and 

fortieth degrees of south latitude, including all the Islands adjacent in the Pacific Ocean 

within the latitudes aforesaid, and of all Forts and Garrisons erected and established, or 

which should be erected and established within the said Territory of New South Wales, or 

within any of the said Islands, save and except that part of Our said Territory thereinbefore 

described, which was called and known by the name of the Province of South Australia: 

And whereas by other Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Our said United Kingdom, 

bearing date at Westminster, the third day of April, one thousand eight hundred and forty-

eight, in the eleventh year of Our Reign, We did, in exercise of the power vested in 

Us by an Act made and passed in the sixth year of Our Reign, intituled "An Act for the 

"government of New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land," declare and ordain that 

the Territory or Colony of New South Wales should, in addition to all the Territory-defined 

and comprised in our said recited Letters Patent, comprehend all Our Territory lying 

northward to the twenty.sixth degree of south latitude, with all the Islands adjacent in the 

Pacific Ocean, as by the said recited Letters Patent relation being thereunto had will more 

fully and at large appear: And whereas by an Act made and passed in the fourteenth year 

of Our Reign, intituled "An Act for the better government of Her Majesty's Australian 

" Colonies," it is amongst other things enacted, that, after certain provisions as therein 

mentioned shall have been made by the Governor and Council of New South Wales for the 

establishment of a Legislative Council in the Territories now comprised within the District 

of Port Phillip, including the City of Melbourne, and bounded on the north and north-east by a 

straight line drawn from Cape Howe to the nearest source of the River Murray, and thence by 

the course of that river to the eastern boundary of the Colony of South Australia, the said 

Territories shall be separated from the Colony of New South Wales, and shall cease to return 

Members to the Legislative Council of such Colony, and shall be erected into and thenceforth 

form a separate Colony, to be known and designated as the Colony of Victoria: Now know 

you, that We have revoked and determined, and by these Presents do revoke and determine the 

said recited Letters Patent, and every clause, article, and thing therein contained; and further 

know you, that We, reposing especial trust and confidence in the prudence, courage, and 

loyalty of you, the said Sir Charles Augustus Fits Roy, of Our especial grace, certain know-

- ledge and mere motion, have thought fit to re-constitute and re-appoint, and by these Presents 

do constitute and re-appoint you, the said Sir Charles Augustus Fits Roy, to be Our Captain. 

General and Governor-in-Chief in and over Our Territory called New South Wales, corn- - 

prising, save and except as hereinafter excepted, all that portion of Our Territory of Australia 

or New Holland lying between the one hundred and twenty-ninth and one hundred and fifty- 

fourth degrees of eat longitude, and northward of the fortieth degree of south latitude, 

including all the Islands adjacent in the Pacific Ocean within the latitudes aforesaid, and of all 

-. Forts and Garrisons erected and established, or which shall be erected or established, within 

the 
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the said Colony of New South Wales, or within any of the said Islands, save and except that 

part of Our Territory hereinbefore described, which is called and known by the name of the 

Province of South Australia; and also save and except the Territories hereinbefore described 

and called by the name of the Colony of Victoria; and We do hereby authorise, empower, 

require and command you, the said Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, in due manner to do and 

execute all things that shall belong to your said command, and the trust We have reposed in 

you according to the several powers, provisions, and, directions granted or appointed you by 

virtue of this present Commission, and of a certain Act made and passed in the sixth year of 

Our reign, intituled, " An Act for the govern went of New South Wales and ITan Diemen's 

Land," as explained and amended by an Act made and passedin the eighth year of Our 

. reign, intituled, " An Act to explain and amend the Act for the government of JYeW South 

" Wales and Van Diemen'a Land," and by virtue of the said rceited'Act, intituled, " An 

Act for the better gove'nment of Her Majesty's Australian Oolonis," and according to 

such instructions as are herewith given to you, or which may from time to time hereafter be 

given to you under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or by Our Order in Our Privy Council, or 

by Us through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, and according to such laws and 

ordinances as are or shall hereafter be in force in Our Territory of New South Wales and its 

Dependencies aforesaid; and whereas it bath been appointed by Parliament that there shall 

be within Our said Territory-of New South Wales a Legislative Council to be constituted in the 

manner mentioned in the said recited Act of the fourteenth year of Our reign, with whose 

advice and consent you are empowered and authorised to make laws and ordinances for the  

peace, welfare and goodgovernment of Our said Territory and its Dependencies, We do, by virtue 

of the powers in us vested, hereby require and command that you do take especial care that 

in making and passing such Laws and Ordinances, the provisions, regulations, restrictions, 

and directions contained in the said Acts of Parliament, and also in the Instructions given 

to you herewith, or in such further Instructions as shall at any time hereafter be issued ti 

you under Our Royal Sign Manual and Signet in that behalf, be strictly complied with 

And whereas it is, expedient that an Executive Council should be appointed to advise and 

assist you, the said Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, in the adminitration of the Government. 

of Our said Territory, We do, therefore, hereby require you to summon, as an Executive 

Council)  such persons as may from time to time be named or designated by Us for that 

purpose by any Instructina or Instructions, or Warrant or Warrants, to be by Us issued 

under Our Sign Manual and Signet, and with the advice of our Privy Council, or as shall 

be provisionally appointed by you, all 'which Councillors shall hold their places in the said 

Council at Our pleasure: And. We do hereby accordingly authorise and empower you, the 

said Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, from time to time to appoint such and so many persons 

as may appear to you requisite to be Members of the said Executive Council, subject to the 

signification of Our pleasure thereupon : Provided, nevertheless, and We do hereby declare 

Our pleasure to be, that the total number of the Members for the time being of Our said 

Executive Council, resident within Our said Territory, shall not at any time by any such 

provisional appointments be raised to a greater number in the whole than four: And We 

do hereby authorise and empower you, the said Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, to keep and 

use the Public Seal of Our said Uerritory for sealing all things whatsoever that shall pass 

the Public Seal of Our said Territory: And We do hereby give and grant to you, the said 

Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, full power and authority, with the advice and consent of 

Our said Executive Council, to issue a Proclamation, or Proclamations, dividing Our said 

Territory into Districts, Counties, Hundreds, Towns, Townships, and Parishes, and to appoint 

the limits thereof respectively: And We do hereby give and grant to you, the said Sir 

Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, full power and authority, by and with the advice of Our said 

Executive Council, but subject, nevertheless, to such regulations and directions as are in 

that respect contained in an Act of Parliament made and passed in the sixth year of Our 

Reign, intituled, " An Act for regulating the sole of Waste Lands belonging to the (Jrwn 

" in the Australian Colonies," as amended by an Act of Parliament made and passed in the 

tenth year of Our Reign, entitled, "An Act to amend an Act for regulating the sale of' 

" Waste Lands belonging to the Crown in the Australian (Jolonies, and to makefurtherpro-
ff vision for the management thereof," or as maybe contained in any Instructions which' Imly 

from time to time be addressed to you by Us for that purpose to make and execute in Our name 

and on Our behalf, under the Public Seal of our said Territory, grants of Waste Lands to Us 

belonging within the same to private persons for their own use and benefit, or to any persons, 

233—B bodies 
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'bodies politic or corporate, in trust for the public uses of Our subjects there resident or any 

of them: And We do hereby authorise and empower you, the said Sir Charles Augustus 

Fitz Roy, to constitute and appoint Judges, and, in cases requisite, Commissioners of Oyer 

and Terminer, Justices of the Peace, and other necessary Officers and Ministers in Our said 

Territory, for the dc and impartial administration of justice, and for putting the laws into 

execution, and to administer, or cause to be administered, unto them such oath or oaths as are 

usually given for the due execution and performance of their offices and places and for the 

clearing of truth in judicial matters: And We do hereby give and grant unto you, the 

said Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, full power and authority, as you shall see occasion, in 

Our name and on Our behalf, to remit any flues, penalties, or forfeitures which may accrue 

or become payable to Us, provided the same do not exceed the sum of fifty pounds sterling 

in any one case, and to respite and suspend the payment of any such fine, penalty, or 

forfeiture, exceeding the said sum of fifty pounds, until Our pleasure thereon shall be made 

known and signified to you: And We do hereby give and grant unto you, the said Sir 

Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, full power and authority, as you shall see occasion, in Our name 

and on Our behalf, to grant to any offender convicted o' any crime in any Court or before 

any Judge, Justice, or Magistrate within Our said Territory, a fice and unconditional pardon, 

or a pardon subject to such conditions as by any law or ordinance hereafter to be in force in 

our said Territory may be thereunto annexed, or any respite of the execution of the sentence 

of any such offender for such period as to you may seem fit: And We do hereby give and 

grant unto you, the said Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, full power and authority, upon 

sufficient cause to you appearing, to suspend from the exercise of his office within Our said 

Territory any person exercising any office or place under or by virtue of any Commission or 

Warrant granted or which may be granted by Us or in Our name or under Our authority, 

which suspension shall continue and have effect only until Our pleasure therein shall be made 

known and signified to you: And We do hereby strictly require and enjoin you, in pro-

ceeding to any such suspension, to observe the directions in that behalf given to you by Our 

instructions under Our Signet and Sign Manual accompanying this Our Commission to you: 

And in the event of the death or absence of you, the said Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, 

out of Our said Territory of New South Wales, We do hereby provide and declare 

Our pleasure to be, that all and every the powers and authorities herein granted 

to you shall be and the same are hereby vested in such person as may be appointed 

by Us by,  Warrant under Our Signet and Sign Manual to be the Lieutenant Governor of 

Our said Territory, or in the event of there being no person within Our said Territory com-

missioned and appointed by Us to be Lieutenant Governor thereof, then Our pleasure is, and 

'we do hereby provide and declare, that in any such contingency all the powers and authorities 

herein granted to you shall be, and the same are hereby granted to the Senior Military 

Officer in command of Our Forces within Our said Territory for the time being, and such 

Lieutenant Governor, or such Senior Military Officer, as the case may be, shall exercise all 

and every the powers and authorities herein granted until Our further pleasure shall be 

signified therein: And We do hereby require and command all Our Officers and Ministers, 

Civil and Military, and all others the inhabitants of Our said Territory of New South 'Wales ' 

to be obedient, aiding, and assisting you the said Sir Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, or in the 

event of your death or absence to such person as may, under the provisions of this Our Com-

mission, assume and exercise the functions of Captain General and Govern or-in-C hief of Our 

said Territory: And We do hereby declare, ordain, and appoint, that you, the said Sir 

Charles Augustus Fitz Roy, shall and may hold, execute, and enjoy the office and place of 

Our Captain General and Governor-in-Chief in and over Our said Territory and its depen-

dencies, together with all and singular the powers and authorities hereby granted unto you 

for and during Our will and pleasure. 

In witness whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made 

patent. Witness Ourself at Westminster, the thirty-first 

day of December, in the fourteenth year of Our Reign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal, 

CR0 WI{URST. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

POLICE IIAGISTRATES, OR COEIIISSIONERS OF CRO\VN LNBS 

(RETIREMENT FROM OFFICE OF.) 

Ordered by the. Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 15 June, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly, 

dated 16 April, 1858, praying that His Excellency the Governor 

General wouid be pleasd to cause to be laid upon the Table of 

this House,— 

"Copies of all Correspondence that may have taken place 

"during the six months ended March 31, 1858, between th 

"Government and any gentlemen holding the situations of 

"PoliceMagistrates or Commissioners of Crown Lands, having 

"reference to removal from, or resignation of, office." 
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SCHEDULE. 

Ma. MORIARTY'S CASE. 
No. 
1. Mr. Commissioner Moriarty to Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, for one month's 

leave of absence. 13 December, 1857 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 
2. Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands to Under-Secretary for Lands and Public Works, 

submitting the above. 24 December, 1851 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 
3. Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands to Mr. Commissioner Moriarty, respecting his appli- 

cation for leave. 4 January, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 
4. Same to same, on same subject. 25 January, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 
5. Mr. Commissioner Moriarty to Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, on same subject. 

26 January, 1858.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 
6. Same to same, respecting his removal from office. 26 January, 1858 .. .. .. 4 
7. Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands to Under-Secretary for Lands and Public Works, 

submitting the above. 6 February, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 
8. Mr. Moriarty to Secretary for Lands and Public Works, for compeusation for loss of office. 

12 March, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 
9. Under-Secretary for Lands and Public Works to Mr. Moriarty, in reply. 12 April, 1858.. 6 

DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

Under-Secretary for Lands and Public Works to Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, 

enclosing a copy of a Minute of the Executive Council, relative to reduction of the 

number of Commissioners of Crown Lands. 5 February, 1858.. .. .. .. 6 
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands to Under-Secretary for Lands and Public Works, 

respecting the above. 25 February, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 
Under-Secretary for Lands and Public Works to Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, on 

the same subject. 10 March. 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 

Same to same, respecting the manner in which the late Commissioners' duties are to be 

performed. 23 March, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 
Under-Secretary for Lands and Public Works to Principal Under-Secretary, on the above 

subject. 23 March, 1858 ., .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 9 



POLICE MAGISTRATES, OR COMMISSIONERS OF CROWN LANDS, IN 

MR. MORIARTY'S CASE. 

No. 1. 
MR. COMMISSIONER MORIARTY to CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF CowN LANDS. 

Jic,tdemeer, 

13 December, 1857. 
SIR, 

I have the honor to request that you will be pleased to recommend, for the 

favorable consideration of the Honorable the Secretary for Lands and Public Works, my 

application to be allowed one month's leave of absence after the close of the year, to enable 
me to visit Sydney on private affairs. 

With the exception of the time spent in coming to take charge of this district in 

February last, I have not had leave of absence since the month of April, 1856, and I propose 

that my request should be conceded only conditionally on my making a satisfactory arrange-

ment for the discharge of my duties during my absence. 

THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 
A. ORPEN MORIARTY. 

or CROWN LANDS. 

 

CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS to UNDER-SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND 

PUBLIC WORKS. 

Crown Lands Office, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 24 December, 1857. 

I have the honor to submit herewith an application from Mr. Moriarty, dated 

13th instant, for leave of absence for one month. I beg to observe, that the New England 

District is one of those recommended to be discontinued, and that consequently Mr. Moriarty 

will of necessity vacate his office as soon as a decision has been come to as regards the Com-
missioners. 

Under these circumstances, it will be for the Secretary for Lands and Public Works 

to decide whether or not leave of absence should be granted. 

GEO. BARNEY, 
THE UNDER-SECRETAItY Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands. 

FOP. LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

 

CHIEF COMXtiiSSIONEP. or CROWN LANDS to MR. COMMISSIONER MORIARTY. 

Crown Lands Office, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 4 January, 1858. 

Having Submitted for the consideration of the Honorable the Secretary for 

Lands and Public Works your application of the 13th ultimo, for leave of absence for one 

month, it has heeD, intimated to me that it is considered that the application had better stand 

over. The Honorable Secretary has no wish to refuse the leave, but pending a decision 

respecting the Crown Land Commissioners, who are likely to be discontinued, they had better 
remain at their posts, in his opinion. 

- 
- GEO. BARNEY. 

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS, 

New England. 

- 
No.4. 
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No.4. 

CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF CRowN LANDS to Ma. CoMMIssIONED. MORIARTY. 

Crown Lands O.flice, 

Sydney, 25 January, 1858. 

Sin, 
In further reference to your application of the 13 December last, for leave of 

absence for one month, and to my reply thereto, dated 4th instant, I have now the honor to 

inform you that, on reconsideration of the matter, the Honorable the Secretary for Lands 

and Public Works has been pleased to comply with your application, and that it is now only 

necessary that you should name a substitute, and avail yourself of leave. 
GEO. BARNEY, 

A. 0. MORIARTY, EsQ., 
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands. 

Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
New England. 

No. 5. 

MR. COMMISSIONER MORIARTY to CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS. 

Corn missioner's Quarters, 
Ar,nidale, 26 January, 1858. 

SIR, 
In reply to your letter of the 4th January, apprising me that it was considered 

that, as the holder of an office likely to be discontinued, 1 had better remain at my post, and 

- that my application for one month's leave of absence had better stand over,—' have now the 

honor to inform you that it is of extreme importance to me to be able to visit Sydney, for 

however short a period, during the ensuing three weeks; and, without entering into the 

question referred to in my separate communication of this date, I should be glad to have 

the permission of the Honorable the Secretary for doing so. I shall, of course, be happy to 

return, and remain at my post for as long as the Government may require my services: 
A. ORPEN MORIARTY. 

I should not require to be in Sydney for more than a week. 

THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 

OF CROWN LANDS. 

No. 6. 

Ma. COMMISSIONER MORIARTY to CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS. 

Commissioner's Quarters, 
.Armidale, 26 January, 1858. 

Siit, 
I do myself the honor to state to you, for the information of the Honorable 

the Secretary for Lands and Public Works, that having perceived that the Estimates of the 

late, as well as the present Government, contained no provision for the continuance of the 

office of Commissioner of Crown Lands for these Districts, I had been for some time previously 

in anticipation of receiving from you the intelligence conveyed to me by your letter of the 

4th instant—that the abolition of my office had been decided upon. Under these circum-

stances it has seemed to me that in acceding to a request embodying, as I have reason to 

believe, the desire of the majority of the electors of this constituency that I should place my 

services at their disposal, I shall only be discharging my obvious duty to the public, whose 

servant I have been for many years; I therefore feel justified in respectfully requesting that 

the Government will be pleased to order the arrangement upon which they have decided to 

take effect at as early a date as may be convenient, and that I may receive the compensation 

promised to the ex-holdcrs of abolished offices by the Resolutions passed on the subject by 

the Legislative Assembly. 

Although, should I have the honor of being elected, I shall not, of course, continue 

to draw any emolunient from my present office, I shall be happy to discharge its duties 

gratuitously, until it may suit the convenience of the Government to carry out the arrange- 

ment whieh was to have taken effect from the 31st ultimo. 
A. ORPEN MORIARTY. 

THE CamP COMMISSIONER 
I 

OF CROWN LANDS. 

No.7. 
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No.7. 

CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS to UNDER-SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND 

PUBLIC WORKS. 

(frown Lands Office, 

Sin, 
Sydney, 6 Feb2na?y, 1858. 

I have the honor to enclose, for the information of the Secretary for Lands and 

Public Works, a letter from Mr. Commissioner Moriarty, dated 26th ultimo, received yester-

day, requesting to be relieved from 0111cc. 

Mr. Moriarty refers to a letter from me dated 4th ultimo, and states that he had 

been for some time previously in anticipation of receiving from me a letter informing him 

that the abolition of his office had been decided upon. Referring to my letter alluded to, I 

beg to submit a copy of it, from which it will be seen that it was simply a reply to his 

application for leave of absence, conveying the opinion of the Secretary for Lands and Public 

Works that, pending f' a decision respecting the Commissioners who are to be reduced, they 

"had better remain at their posts, ih his opinion." This is the only communication made by 

me on the subject of the probable abolition of his office. 

I have now received instructions to inform Mr. Moriarty that he is to be removed 

to the Maranoa District, of which he will be informed this day. 

As Mr. Moriarty was informed, under date 25th January, that leave of absence 

had been granted to him, his arrival in Sydney may be shortly expected, when he may be 

called upon for any desired explanation of the circumstances connected with his letter of the-

26th. 

GEO. BARNEY, 

THE UNDER-SECRETARY . . C. C. C Lands. 

FOR LANDS AD PUBLIC WORKS. 

No 8. 
A. OrtrEN MORIAIITY, ESQ., to SECRETARY -FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

Austra1an. Club, 

Sydney, 12 March, 1858. 

Sin, 
Adverting to the correspondence which has passed on the subject of my retire 

ment from the office of Commissioner of Grown Lands for the Districts of New England and 

Maciea, I have now the honor to submit to the Government, that as the abolition of that 

office has been decided upon to take effect from the 31st instant, and as I had, previously 

to accepting the requisition from the electors of the district, which I have now the honor of 

representing, been apprised officially that it was likely that my office would be abolished, and 

therefore placed my services at the disposal of my constituenCy, under the belief that they 

were required no longer in the position which I had previously held,—I am now justified in-

claiming at the hands of the Government that consideration of my past services to which I 

should have been entitled had I, in common with the other officers of the same department 

whose offices are to be discontinued, retained office with its emoluments for two montb 
longer. 

The Government had, it is true, been pleased to make me the offer of being appointed to 

another position on the abolition of my own, and for this I beg to express to you my best 

thanks; but as circumstances have rendered my acceptance of another appointment under the 

Government impossible, and, were it not so, by accepting it I must have displaced another officer 

with corresponding claims for compensation for his removal,—I must observe that the fact of 

my individual services having been considered worthy of being retained by the Government 

cannot be regarded as a fair reason for subjecting me to a serious pecuniary loss in addition 

to that to which I have voluntarily subjected myself by resigning my salary for the past two 
months. 

With regard to the mode of my retirement from office, I would submit, that although. 

the Government have decided upon finally relieving me from the date of my letter resigning 

290—B -the 
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the profits of my late office, it has been my wish to discharge its auties without emolument up 

to the date appointed by the Government for its abolition, and that, therefore, I am not 

chargeable with having, by my resignation, subjected the service of the public to any incon- 

venience. 
I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE A. ORPEN MORIARTY. 

THE SECRETARY FOR LANDS 

AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

No.9. 

UNDER-SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS to A. 0. MoRIARTY, EsQ, M. P. 

Dpartinent of Lands and Public Works, 

Sydney, 12 April, 1858. 

Sin, 
I am directed to inform you that your letter of the 12th ultimo, applying for 

compensation for loss of office as Commissioner of Crown Lands for the Districts of New 

England and Macleay, has been laid before the Executive Council, together with a Minute 

thereon of the Secretary for Lands and Public Works. 

The Council having carefully considered your application, and the grounds upon 

which it is suppotcd, have expressed their regret that they cannot feel justified in advising 

that it be complied with, inasmuch as at the time that you were officially apprised that the 

one office was to be abolished you were offered another similar appointment of equal value. 

Your retirement was therefore, in the opinion of the Council, your own act; and, under the 

circumstances, the Council do not consider that you are entitled to compensation by the 

rules and precedents of the service. 

The Council, however, at the same time, desire to evince their full appreciation of 

your past services, to which high testimony is borne in the Minute of the Honorable the 

Secretary for Lands and Public Works; and they have accordingly caused it to be recorded 

in their proceedings that, in their opinion, you have, by the zeal and efficiency with which 

you have discharged the duties imposed upon you during a service of thirteen years, acquired a 

very strong claim upon the consideration of the Government of this Colony for re-employment, 

in the event of your being desirous at any future time to re-enter the public service. 

I have, &c., 

A. 0. MoRIARTY, ESQ., M. P., M. FITZPATRICK. 

Sydney. 

DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

No. 1. 

UNDER-SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS to ChIEF COMMISSIONER OF 

- CROWN LANDS. 

Department of Lands and Public Works, 

Sydney, 5 Fcbruary, 1858. 
Sin, 

I am directed by the Secretary for Lands and Public Works to enclose to you 

a copy of a Minute of the Executive Council with respect to the reduction in the number of 

Commissioners of Crown Lands, and to request that you will immediately make the necessary 

communication to the officers interested. 
- . - I have, &c., 

HE CurEr ConsSIoNER MICHL. FITZPATRICK. 

OF CROWN LANDS. - 

Minute No. 58-6.—Confirmed, 1st February, 1858, 

His Excellency the Governor General lays before the Council a Minute by the 
Honorable the Secretary for Lands and Public Works, recommending the abolition of the 
office of Commissioner of Crown Lands in six of the older pastoral districts, and the adoption 
of certain other arrangements and alterations by which the number of those officers will be 
still further reduced, and the services of eight Commissioners will be dispensed with. 

2 
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t2. Having carefully considered this Minute, the Council advise that the reductions 
andalterations therein recommended be approved and carried into effect on the 1st of April 
next. 

3. By this arrangement the undermentioned Commissioners will be retained in the  
Districts set opposite their respective names, viz. :- 

A. H. Halloran, in the District of Burnett and Wide Bay. 
S. Cole, in the District of Lower Darling. 
C. G. N. Lockhart, in the United Districts of Murrumbidgee and Lachian. 
E. Beckham, in the United Districts of Wellington and Bligh. 
Thomas Perry, in the District of Albert. 
A. 0 Moriarty, in the District of Mardnoa. 
N. C. O'Connell, in the District of Port Curtis. 
W. H. Wiseman, in the District of Leichhardt. 

And the following Commissioners will be displaced from the districts mentioned in connexion 
with their respective names :- 

R. 1311gb, from the District of Clarence. 
I-I H. Massie Maneroo. 
J. H. Scott Durbin Liverpool Plains. 
Arthur Manning Darling Downs. 
H. Whitty Wellington. 
Henry Boyle Maranoa. 
A. G. D. lluthwaite ,, Gwydir. 
John Jardine ,, Bligh. 

The Council further advise that these latter gentlemen be informed that their 
services will be dispensed with on the 31st March, and that their claims for re-employment 
or compensation will receive due attention. 

The consideration of the best mode of satisfying those claims, and of providing for 
the transaction of the duties hitherto performed by those gentlemen, the Council defer until 
m future day. 

Executive Council Office, 
Sydney, 3 February, 1858. 

No. 58-57. 

EDWARD C. MEREWETIIER, 
Clerk of the Council. 

No.2. 

Qnxar COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS to UNDER-SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND 
PUBLIC WORKS. 

Crown Lands Office, 

Sydney, 25 February, 1858. 
Sin, 

In carrying into effect the instructions conveyed by your letter of 5th instant, 

for the abolition of certain districts hitherto under the control of Commissioners of Crown 

Lands, it is evident that some measures must be taken with a view to conducting Certain 

required duties hitherto performed by Commissioners. 

1st. The more important duty of reporting upon such new tenders as may be brought 

forward, as well as the assessment. of the capabilites of new runs and the valuation of land, I 

propose to cast upon the Survey Department. 

2nd. That the Statistical Returns for Blue Book, &c., hitherto supplied by the Commis-

sioners of Crown Lands, should be prepared by the Clerks of Petty Sessions, and by 

constabulary, as is done in the Settled Districts; in fact, abolishing all distinctions in this 

respect between the Settled and Unsettled Districts. 

3rd. Referring to the issue of licenses for cutting timber, brickmaking, quarrying, and 

others of that nature,—that this should, I think, rest with the Clerks of Benches, and that the 

chief, or other constables, should be authorised to prosecute for any infringement of the 

timber regulations. This arrangement would, I am of opinion, be the means of realizing a 

considerable annual sum beyond that at present collected. 

4th. Transfers of runs now required to be approved by the Crown Land Commissioners. 

I consider this, as I have already represented, unnecessary, as sufficient information as to the 

holders of licenses must be in possession of the department at head quarters. This course 

would effect a considerable saving of time, and is a matter of great moment to the parties 

concerned in the transfer; and this, I trust, will be provided for as soon after the assembling 

of Parliament as practicable. In like manner, I propose that the annual list of the holders 

of runs recommended for depasturing licenses should be prepared at head quarters. 

5th. As the duties of the combined districts of Murrumbidgee and Laohlan, and 

Wellington and Bligh, will extend over a very large extent of country, and as the due 

performance 
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performance of the duties will no doubt occupy the whole time of the Commissioners, I am of 

opinion that they should be released from the duty of I'olice Magistrates. With reference 

also to the extent of the districts, and the great amount of travelling necessarily to be performed, 

I would strongly urge that an extra al1oance of £100 per annum should be granted to cover 

travelling charges. For similar reasons, it appears to me that two orderlies for each Com-

missioner should be allowed. 

6th. New head quarters must be established for the districts alluded to; and I have 

already instructed the Commissioners to report as to the best sites for such purposes.. An 

expenditure will have to be incurred in buildings, fencing, &c. ; in the meantime the usual 

sums of £75 per annum should be granted as a lodging allowance. 

7th. It will, I apprehend, be necessary to appoint the Surveyors who will have the 

functions of Commissioners to exercise formally as Commissioners also. 

GEO. BARNEY, 

THE UNDER-SECRETARY C. 0 C. Lands. 

FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

No. 3. 

UNDER-SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS to CHIEF Cor%iMlssioNEit OF 

CROWN LANDS. 

Dpariment of Lands and Public Works, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 10 March, 1858. 

Referring to my letter of the 5th ultimo, with respect to the abolition of the 

office of Commissioner of Crown Lands in certain pastoral districts, and the arrangement 

proposed in connexion therewith, I am now directed to inform you, that His Excellency the 

Governor General has laid before the Executive Council a Minute by the Secretary for Lands 

and Public Works, drawing attention to the necessity vhich has arisen, in consequence of the 

retirement of Mr. A. 0. Moriarty from the public service, for the revision of that portion of 

the arrangements therein alluded to, which provided for the appointment of that gentleman 

to be the Crown Commissioner for the District of Maranoa, upon the abolition of the like 

office in the district of New England and Macleay. 

The Council, I am to state, have advised that Mr. Boyle, who has been Commissioner 

for the Naranoa District during the last three years, and whose seTvices could have been 

dispensed with under the above arrangements, should now be contiiued in his office. 

I am therefore to request that you will immediately make the necessary com 

munieation to the officer interested. 

I have, &e., 

THE CHIEF CoMMissIoNmi MICHL. FITZPATRICK. 

OF CROWN LANDS. 

No. 4. 

UNDER SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS to CHIEF CoiMISsIoNER OF 

CROWN LANDS. 

Depaitinent of Lands and Public Works, 

SIR, 
dney, 23 March, 1858. 

Referring to your letter of the .25th ultimo, No. 58-86, I am directed to 

inform you that the Secretary for Lands and 1'ublic Works has approved of the following 

arrangements with respect to districts (beyond the Settled Districts) in which the office of 

Commissioners for Crown Lands is to be abolished, for the performance of certain duties 

hitherto discharged by the Commissioners, namely 

(I.) The duties of reporting upon new tenders, and of assessing the capabilities of runs 

and the valuation of land, will in future devolve upon the Surveyor acting for 

the district, who (as under the present Orders in Council these assessments can 

only be made by the Commissioner of Crown Lands, or some person appointed by 

him,) will be appointed the Commissioner of Crown Lands for that district. 

(2.) 
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The Statistical Returns for the Blue Book, &c., hitherto supplied by the Commis-

sioner, will be prepared by the Clerks of Petty Sessions, and by the con- 

stabulary, as within the Settled Districts. 
The issue of licenses for timber cutting, brickmaking, quarrying, and others of that 
nature, will rest with the Clerks of Benches, and the chief, or other constables, 

will be authorised to prosecute for any infringement of the timber regulations. 

Transfers of runs, which according to law, require to be approved by the Crown 

Land Commissioners, will be subject to the approval of the officer holding the 

appointments of Surveyor and Commissioner of Crown Lands for the district, 

until the time arrives when a Land Bill shall have come into operation, and the 

more convenient mode of effecting transfers wholly through the medium of your 

office (where sufficient information as to the holders of licenses is supposed to 

exist,) can be determined on. 
The preparation of the annual list of the holders of runs recommended for depas- 

turing licenses will be prepared in your office. 

2. In reference to the suggestions contained in your letter under reply,—that as the 

duties of the Commissioners of the combined Districts of Murrumbidgee and Lachlan, and 
Wellington and Bligh, will extend over a large tract of country, and as the due performance 

of the duty will probably occupy the whole time of the Commissioners, they should be 

released from the duties of Police Magistrate,—I am to inform you that it seems only 

necessary to instruct the Commissioners that it is now by no means a duty of primary 
importance that they should act as Police Magistrates, and that they need act in that 

capacity only in their spare time. 

I am further to state, that Mr. Secretary Robertson cannot consent either to the 

allowance proposed by you for travelling expenses, or to the extra orderly, in either of the 

eases above-mentioned. 

Mr. Secretary Robertson is, I am to add, of opinion that it is better to allow £75 

per annum to the Commissioners for lodging allowance, than to enter upon buildings for 

Commissioners' Quarters, that would probably only be required for a short time. 

In conclusion, I am to request that you will be good enough to furnish to this 

department the names of the Surveyors who, under the decision conveyed in the first 

sub-paragraph of this communication, will be likewise Commissioners of Crown Lands. 
I have, &c., 

TUE SURVEYOR GENERAL 
MICHL. FITZPATRICK. 

AND ChIEF COMMISSIONER or CnowN LANDS. 

No. 5. 
UNDER-SECRETARY FOR LANDS. AND PUBLIC WORKS to THE PRINciPAL UNDER 

SECRETAItY. 

Department of Lands and Public Works, 

Sydney, 23 March, 1858. 

Sin, 
I am directed to request that you will have the goodness to move the Honorable 

the Principal Secretary to authorize the necessary steps to be taken, as far as his department 
is concerned, to give effect to the following arrangements, should he see no objection thereto, 

with a view to the performance, by the Clerks of Petty Sessions and the constabulary, of 

certain duties hitherto discharged by the Commissioners of certain districts, whose offices 

are to be abolished :- 

The Statistical Returns for the Blue Book, hitherto supplied by the Commissioners, 

to be prepared by the Clerks of Petty Sessions and by the constabulary, as within the 

Settled Districts. 

The issue of licenses for timber cutting, brickmaking, quarrying, and others of that 

nature, to rest with the Clerks of Benches, and the chief or other constables to prosecute 

for any infringement of the timber regulations. 
I have, &c., 

Tan PRINCIPAL UNDER SECRETARY. 
MICHL. FITZPATRICK. 

290—C 
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NEW SOTJTTi WALES. 

1RI J. A. ROBEIITSOL LATE COUISSIONER OF CROWN LANDSI 

(JUDGMENT ON APPEAL TO PRIVY COUNCiL IN THE MATTER OF 
HIS REMOVAL FROM OFFICE.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 26 October, 1858. 

THE SECRETARY or STATE FOR THE COLONIES to THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

No. 7. 
Downing-street, 

5 July, 1858. 

Sin, 
With reference to your Pespatch, No. 28, of 3rd February last, and to the 

documents which accompanied it in the case of Mr. J. A. Robertson's appeal to the Privy 

Council against the decision of your Government removing him from the office of Commis- 

sioner of Crown Lands, I now transmit for your information the copy of a letter from the Council Office, 25 June, 1858. 

Council Office, with the printed copy of a ,Judgment of the Judicial Committee of the Jugn,ent 

Privy Council upon the petition of yourself and your Executive Council to rescind the 

Order of Her Majesty in Council granting leave to Mr. Robertson to make the appeal in 

question. 
I have, &c., 

GOVERNOR 
E. B. J4YTTON. 

Sin WILLIAM DENIs0N, K. C. B., 

New South Wales. 

Council Office, Whitehall, 
23 .June, 1858. 

Sir, 
I am directed by the Lord President of the Council to transmit to you, for 

the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, ten copies of a 
Judgment of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council on the petition of the Governor 
and Council in New South Wales to rescind an Order in Council of Her MajesEy granting 
leave to Mr. J. A. Robertson to appeal from an order removing him from the office of 
Commissioner of Crown Lands in that Colony. 

It will be in your recollection that the right of appeal to the Queen in Council from 
orders removing public officers in the Colonies, under the Act 22nd Geo. III., cap. 75, has 
more than once been brought under the consideration of the Colonial Office and this 

Department. 
A judicial construction having now been placed on the statute in the case of Mr. 

Robertson, it appears to the Lord President desirable that it should be made known to the 
Colonial authorities, who may be affected by it. If a larger number of copies of this 
Judgment is required, they can be at once supplied. 

I have, &c., 
HENRY REEVE, 

H. Merivale, Esq., 
Reg. P. C. 

&c, &c., &c. 

* 558— 
JUDGMENT 
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JUD GATE!TT of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council on the Petition of the 
Governor and Council of New South I Vales to rescind an Order of Her !Ijesty in. Council granting  leave to appeal to J. A. Robertson; delivered June 14, 1858. 

Present: 

LORD PRESIDENT. 

JUDGE OF THE IJIGSI COURT or ADMIRALTY. 
LORD JUSTICE KNIGHT BRUCe:. 
CHANCELLOR OF THE DJJCHY OF CORNWALL. 
LORD JDSTICE TURNER. 
SIR JOHN TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

Their Lordships, after deliberating, pronounced the following judgment:- 
The question for the consideration of their Lordships is, whether the order which 

was made on the 10th July, 1857, cx porte, giving Mr. Robertson leave to appeal against 
his dismissal from the office which he held in New South Wales, shall or shall not be 
discharged. 

An appearance has now been given on the part of the Governor and Council, and, for 
the reasons stated in these proceedings, they are contending that that order ought to be 
rescinded. 

The facts of the case seem to be as follows 

Mr. Robertson held an offlee called a "Commissioner of Crown Lands," in the Colony 
of New South Wales, which office was created under an Act of the Colonial Legislature of 
New South Wales, in the year 1833; and by the provisions of that Act "a Commissioner" 
is to continue in his office, as such, "during the pleasure of the said Governor." 

We must presume that all the proceedings in New South Wales were intended to be 
in conformity with the powers conferred by that Statute, and it will be advisable to have 
reference to them, and to the appointment itself. 

It has been contended that the appointment (which is to be found in folio 8, No. 8), 
confers a patent right on Mr. Robertson, and that it is important for their Lordships to bear 
in mind, in deciding this case, that he holds as a patentee. 

Cc The patent states, "We do give unto you, either alone or in conjunction with one or 
more other Commissioners of such Crown Lands, full power to o and perform, during your 
" continuance in such office, by and under the direction of the Governor for the time being 
" of,  the said Colony,"—and so on. 

It appears, then, according to the statement made by the Lord Advocate, to have been 
enrolled in the office where other patents were enrolled. 

Now, in the opinion of their Lordships, it is not a matter of great importance whether 
this office may be said to be held by patent or not; but the question is, what were the terms 
on which the office was held with reference to its continuance and duration. 

We must of necessity presume that, in granting this patent, it was intended to act 
in strict conformity with the statute, and therefore, that this appointment which contained 
no express terms to the contrary, conferred the office on Mr. Robertson merely during the 
pleasure of the Governor. 

Then, if this be an office held during the pleasure of the Crown, two questions 
immediately arise: first, whether it can be considered as comprised in the terms of the 
statute of the 22nd Geo. III, cap. 75, or, if not comprised within the terms of that statute, 
whether removal from such an office is an appealable grievance according to the practice of 
their Lordships in this Court. 

Now, we are all of opinion that the office being held merely 
duranie bene placito, it 

cannot be considered as coming within the terms of the Act of Parliament. That Act of 
Parliament has been read, and we think it is not necessary we should occupy time by repeat- 
ing it. We think it applies only to offices held by patent, and to offices held for life or for 
a certain term. 

Then, if this office be not within the terms of the statute 22 Geo III, cap. 75, the 
next question is, whether the dismissal is an appealable grievance by itself. 

Their Lordships are all of opinion that the practice of this Court is not to enter into 
the consideration of such a dismissal unless by the express command of Her Majesty. They 
do not enter into the consideration of such acts as are done by the Governor and Council of 
a Colony in the exercise of the power and authority committed to them, whereby they 
dismiss persons from holding situations in that Colony, they holding them not by any patent 
right, but simply and only during the pleasure of the Governor himself. 

Therefore, upon that ground we are of opinion that the original petition cannot be sustained. 

Then it has been contended before their Lordships that this is a great grievance, 
because the Governor and Council entered into a sort of judicial investigation of all those 
facts, and therefore the dismissal by the Governor and Council did, at the same time, raise 
such an implication of the conduct of Mr. Robertson, and such a declaration with reference 
to that conduct, as seriously to affect his prospects in life. 

But their Lordships cannot help thinking that Mr. Robertson, though he may have 
reason to complain of the ultimate .udgmcnt, can have no reason to complain that he has 
been heard. It is impossible to put forward in the case, as a grievance, that instead of being 
dismissed without a hearing, he had an opportunity of justifying himself, if, in the 
judgment of the Governor and Council, he could do so. 

For all these reasons, their Lordships are of opinion that we should advise Her 
Majesty that the leave to appeal should be rescinded; and, upon the whole, we do not think 
it necessai'y to accompany it with any recommendation as to costs. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

LAND MEASURED AND SOLD IN THE DISTRICT OF ORANGE. 
(RETURNS RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 3 August, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 
New South Wales, dated 4 June, 1858, praying that His Excellency 
the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be laid upon the 
Table of this House :— 

A Return of all Lands measured in the Police District1oc 
Orange, from the 1st January, 18562  to the present time, 
distinguishing those portions that have been applied for to 

"purchase from those measured at the discretion of the 
Surveyor. 

A Return of all Lands sold at Orange during the same 
period, with the amount realised. 

All Correspondence relative to the sale of Land between 
the Land Agent at Orange and the Surveyor General, since 
the 1st January, 1858." 

(Mr. Cox.) 

420—A 



SCHEDULE. 

RETURNS. 
No. PAGE. 

Lands measured in the Police District of Orange, since 1st January, 1S56 .. .. .. 3 
Lands sold at Orange, from the 1st January, 1856, to 30th June, 1858, inclusive, and the 

amounts realised .. .. . . . . . . .. .. .. 3 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Land Sales'Agent, Orange, to Surveyor General, respecting unsaleable land at Orange, 

and urging the sale of suitable land. 11 February, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. 4 
Surveyor General to Agent, respecting certain lands open to selection. 23 February, 1858.. 4 

The Agent to Surveyor General, urging the sale of suitable land. 26 February, 1858 .. 4 

The Surveyor General to Agent, in reference to the latter's communication of the 11th 

February, 1858, (No. 1 in this Schedule). 23 March, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. 5 

Same to same, forwarding lithograph copies for office use and for sale. 29 March, 1858 .. 5 

Same to same, calling for a Return of lands sold. 13 April, 1858 .. .. . .. 5 



LAND MEASURED AND SOLD TN THE . DISTRICT OF ORANGE. 

RETURN OF LANDS MEASURED IN THE POLICE DISTRICT OF ORANGE, 
SINCE 18T JANUARY, 1856. 

PoRTIoNs PoRTIoNs 
PoRTIoNs 

OF FROM OF FROM 
UNDER 

TowN 

100 TO 640 30 TO 100 30 ACRES. 
ALLOTMENTS. 

 ACRES. Acnas. 

14 62 13 86 Measured under application to purchase .... 

Measured at the discretion of the Surveyor .. 2 77 

16 139 86 13 

Surveyor General's Office, 
Sydney, 21 June, 1858. 

GEO. BARNEY, 
Surveyor General. 

RETURN OF ALL LANDS SOLD AT ORANGE, FROM THE 1sT JANUARY, 
1856, TO THE 30TH JUNE, 1858, INCLUSIVE, AND AMOUNT REALISED 
THEREBY. 

LOTS, EXTENT. REALISED. 

From 1st January to 31st December, 1856 :- a. r. P. £ S. a. 

113 3,159 1 8 4,188 8 11 By Public Auction ................................ 

23 1,145 0 3 1,142 0 5 By Selection ..................................... 

TOTALS .................. 136 4,304 1 11 5,330 9 4 

From 1st January to 31st December, 1857:— 

57 2,603 1 27 3,549 6 2 

22 1,380 2 7 1,375 10-11 

By Public Auction .............................. 

By Selection ..................................... 

TOTALS ................... 4,924 18 1 79 3,983 3 34 

From 1st January to 30th June, 1858 

68 1,478 0 33 2,065 11 0 

20 788 2 39 813 12 11 

By Public Auction ................................ 

By Selection ....................................... 

78 2,266 3 32 2,879 3 11 TOTALS ................... 

GRAND TOTALS ................... .13,134 11 4 293 10,555 0 37 

GEO. BARNEY, 
Surveyor General's ce; ot  

Sydney, 19 1858. 
Surveyor General. 

No.1. 
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4 LAND MEASURED AND SOLD IN THE DISTRICT OF ORANGE. 

No.1. . 
THE CRowN LANDS AGENT, ORANGE, to THE SURVEYOR GENERAL. 

Land Office, Orange, 

Sin, 
11 February, 1858. 

I have the honor to inform you that frequent application is made to me, by 

the persons interested, to ascertain when the various lots of land that have been measured 

for several mouths past, and situate in different parts of the District of Orange, will be 

brought forward for sale. 

I may mention, that some inquiries have been made about Wellington; several 

lots on Molong Creek, near the lots offered for sale on the 7th December; several lots on 

Curragurra Creek, north-east of 0. Bloxsome's 697 acres. Bathurst: Several lots to the 

south of Orange, near Gosling Creek. Several lots in the parishes of Shadforth and 

Huntley. 

I take the opportunity to state, that the non-sale of the lots lately offered for 

sale at Orange is no criterion as to the demand for land for agricultural purposes; but the 

fact is, that very many of those lots are totally unfit for arable operations, and never should 

have been measured, inasmuch that the time spent in their measurement might, and ought, 

to have been devoted to measuring such portions as had been applied for, and that would 

no doubt have been sold as offered for sale. 
Iam,&o, 

W. J. EVANS, 
THE SURVEYOR GENERAL. . Agent at Orange. 

No. 2. 
THE SURVEYOR GENERAL to THE AGENT. 

Surveyor General's Office, 

Sm, 
Sydney, 23 Fcbruary, 1858. 

Referring to the list of lands open to selection in your district, I have to 

inform you that, in addition to those stated therein, the following lots should be added :-

Lots 47 and 50 of the sale of 15th March, 1854; 24, 26, 29, and 31, of 8h May, 1854. 

The area of lot 7 of July, 1855, is 320 acres and 20 perches; of lot 20 of 5th March, 

1856, 53 acres 2 roods 32 perches; of lot 8 of 29th June, 1857, 34 acres; and of lot 15 

of '7th December, 1857, 65 acres. 
I have, &c., 

THE CROWN LANDS AGENT, GEO. BARNEY, 

Orange. Surveyor General. 

No.3. 
THE AGENT, to THE SURVEYOR GENERAL. 

Land Office, Orange, 

SIR, 
26 February, 1858. 

I have the honor to state, for your information, that private land in the 

immediate neighbourhood of Orange is now being measured into small farms, and to be 

offered for sale here, and it appears to me, from the character of the soil and its proximity 

to the Township of Orange, that it is likely to swallow up the funds that have been waiting 

for investment in the purchase of Crown Lands, by persons of the humbler class, were 

suitable lots of the latter kind offered for sale by the Government. In the approaching 

sale to be held at Orange on the 22nd proximo, the lots from one to 17, inclusive, are the 

only ones at all likely to meet with purchasers, the remaining lots, 18 to 37 inclusive, having 

been already frequently offered for sale. 

3. I avail myself of this communication to reiterate my statement, as given in my 

letter to you dated the 11th instant, since which time further applications have been made 

to me on the same subjeit. 
I am, &c., 

W. J. EVANS, 
THE SURVEYOR GENERAL, Agent. 

No. 4. 



LAND MEASURED AND SOLD IN THE DISTRICT OP ORANGE, 

No. 4. 

THE SUILvEYoR GENERAL to TUE AGENT, 

Surveyor General's Ooe, 

,Sydney, 23 March, 1858. 
Sin, 

With reference to your letter of the 11th instant, I have to inform you 

that the statements therein are correct, as the- several lots were purchased, but omitted to 

be reported to me by the Colonial Treasurer. Lot 24, sale of 8th May, 1854, should have 
been lGth February, 1854, which it has been traced was purchased by James Dunn. The 

Deeds of Grant of all the above lots are now being jreparcd. 

I am, &c., 
THE CROWN LANDS AGENT, GEO. BARNEY, 

Orange. - Surveyor General. 

No.5. 

THE SURVEYOR GENERAL to THE AGENT. 

Surveyor General's Ojice, 

Sydney, 29 ifarc1i, 1858. 

I beg to frwarcl two lithograph copies of 27 portioas, Sawpit Creek, for 

offie use, together with 35 copies of the same for sale, nt-is. each. 

I am, &e., 
Tn CRowN LANDS AGENT, CEO. BARNEY. 

Orange. Surveyor General. 

No. C. 

Tu2 Su2,\rEy03 GENERAL €a Tiiz AGENT. 

Surveyor General's Office, 

Sydney, 13 April, 1858. 

At the cpiration of the month allowed for the payment of the balance of 

the price of land s ,ld at Oango, on the 22nd 51 itoh ult , I hovo to rcqriest tiat you will be 

good enough to pruparc a final report of the sale upon the ete]oseii form. The greatest 

Care must be takcu in its preparal iin ; nil the names must be in foIl ; each total correctly 

given ; forfeited deposits, if any, shown in the money column, and each lot given in detail, 

ud in its proper cohutnu. 

I have, &c. 
THE CROWN L Ds AGENT, GEO BARNEY, 

0 ran go. Surveyor General. 

420—D 



* 



MM 

LEiIatt1e tmbt. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

BATHURST TOWN AND SUBURBAN ALLOTMENTS. 
(RETURN OF THE ANNUAL PROCEEDS OF.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 9 June, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 

New South Wales, dated 30 April, 1858, praying that His Exce]hncy 

the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be laid upon f he 

Table of this House,— 

"A Return of the annual pioceeds of the Sales of Bathurst 

"Township and Suburban Allotments, from the first formation 

" of the town to the present time, shewing also how many 

"allotments, both Town and Suburban, now remain unsold." 

273—. 



RETURN of the Annual Proceeds of the Sales of Bathurst Town and Suburban Allotments, from the foundation of the Town to 31st March, 185$, shewing also how many allotments, 

both Town and Suburban, now remain unsold. 

PROCEEDS PROM 
REMARKS. 

TOWN Lors xow N o. 
SUBURBAN LOTS NOW No. RErEKS. PROCEEDS PROM 

THE SALE THE SALE OF TOTAL. REMJNING UNSOLD. REMAiNiNG UNSOLD. 
YEAR. or TowN LOTS. SUmJBBAN LOTS. 

£ a. d. £ S. d. £ a. d. 
1833 400 
1834 443 2 0 

400-I 
433 2 0 In the eastern part of the Town Re- 

1835 659 6 8 659 6 8 In this period Suburban serve near the Bridge over the Mac- 
1836 179 0 0 

10 8 
179 0 0 
161 10 8 

Allotments were not 
shewn Separately. They 

quarie River, there is a space of 
about 60 acres, which may eventu- 1837 161 

1838 711 6 8 711 6 8 were included under ally be laid out in Town and Subur- 
1839 706 0 0 706 0 0 the head of "Oountry 

Town allotments, half an acre ban allotments, but which is for the 
1840 776 1) 0 776 0 0 "Lands." 

each, proclaimed for sale present reserved with the view of 
1841 653 18 0 653 18 0 

130 13 4 J 
on the 30th June next .... 10 Suburban allotments of from the appropriation of a site for a Rail- 

1842 130 1 4 12 to 20 acres each, to be way Terminus, should the extension 
1843 215 0 Nil 215 0 0 offered for the second time of Railways at any future time reach  
1844 161 0 8 90 0 3 

8 
251 0 11 
1,281 13 4 Town allotments that are 6 Bathurst, 

1845 699 
1846 732 4 1 

582 6 
172 0 0 904 4 1 measured, and which will 

shortly be proclaimed .... 60 There is also a space of about 1,000 
1847 791 2 161 16 0 952 18 4 Suburban allotments of a acres, lying to the south-west of the 
1848 576 5 0 211 15 0 

8 5 161 
788 0 0 
395 8 5 

on 30th June next .......... 

sinmilar area to the above Town, reserved for a Park for public  
of which it recreation, and a portion 1849 234 0 0 

1850 282 0 0 66 4 6 348 4 6 Town allotments in the west- 70 
may prove expedient eventually to 

1851 603 6 3 1,089 11 11 1,692 18 2 cm part of time Town Re- 
serve not yet measured .. .. 300 sell; the. reservation having been 

1852 1,379 9 4 792 6 6 2,171 15 10 made more with the view of pro- 
1853 3,038 15 0 3,411 15 8 6,450 10 8 vidinC for the ultin1ate selection of 
1854 6,154 9 0 3,901 9 1 10,055 18 1 a snilicient and suitable Park Re- 
1855 945 13 9 528 2 9 1,473 16 6 

not yet measured........... 

serve, than as a final reservation for 
1856 2,483 15 7 254 15 6 2,738 It 1 I that purpose. 
1857 2,805 17 6 813 4 0 3,619 1 6 

1858 
to 31 1,198 0 0 Nil 11198 0 0 

March. 

- ------- - -  
Town Lots Total number of 

Total number of Suburban1 Total number of Lots remaining} 446 

12,236 16 3 38,961 18 9 Total.. 26,725 2 6 Lots..................J unsold .................... 

so 
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PROPOSED ANNEXATION OF A PORTION OF NEW SOUTH 

WALES' TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

No. 1. 

Govxnoi Sin R. G. MACDONNELL to Mn. LABOUCHERE. 

No. 227. Government House, Adelaide, 

11 March, 1858. 
Sin, 

I have the honor, with the advice of my Executive Council, to transmit here- 
Ea1. I & 2. with, for your favorable consideration, copies of Addresses from the Legislative Council and 

the Assembly of this Province, requesting me to take such measures as I may deem best 

calculated to obtain the addition to this Colony of the portion of New Holland lying between 

its western boundary and the eastern boundary of Western Australia, and between the 26th 

degree of south latitude and the southern coast. 

2. This subject is one which 1 brought under consideration of my Executive Council 

more than fifteen months back, and which, I think, ought to be early settled before further 

lapse of time complicates it.. I enclose a tracing of the southern portion of this continent, 

with the several boundaries of the four Colonies into which it is divided. You will perceive 

that the tract of country lying between this Colony and the eastern boundary of Western 

Australia may be regarded as wholly inaccessible from either Western Australia or New 

South \Valcs, of which latter it is, nevertheless, strictly speaking, a portion. 

The only available harbours on the southern shore for nearly 800 miles west of 

Spencer's Gulf are harbours belonging to this Colony, viz. :—Fowler's Bay, Streaky Bay (an 

admirable harbour,) Venus Bay, &e., &c.—conscquently, the only ports of shipment for 

produce, whether pastoral or agricultural, raised in the district, between this Province and 

Western Australia are ports within this Colony. 

.ao Nov., is. 4. Not only from Mr. Hack's discoveries, reported in my Despateh No. 203, but from 

subsequent information, there is strong reason to suppose that the country in question cannot 

long remain unsettled, as, though not of the best description, the greater portion of it is, no 

doubt, suitable for pastoral purposes. Already the protection of the police is extended as 

far as Streaky Bay, •and from the enclosed map you will perceive how much country in the 

west portion of this Province has been surveyed—all included within the dotted lines, nearly 

4,000 square miles, is now surveyed and open to occupation, except 600 miles, which have 

already been taken up. 

Explorations, however, have been conducted far beyond Streaky Bay, and, on the 

whole, with satisfactory results. The Government sebooner, the "Yatala," is also about 

to sail to the westward, with the Harbour Master on board, to complete the survey of 

the coast and harbours; so that I think there can be little doubt, when the present monetary 

crisis shall have passed, that all the available country to the westward will be more or 

less occupied by pastoral settlers. 

The question, therefore, naturally occurs, on which of these Colonies is to devolve 

the duty of extending protection of life and property over the district which the Legislature 

here is desirous of annexing to this Colony? If there be any chance of such protection 

being given, either by Western Australia or by New South Wales, the case might present 

some difficulty. As it is, I regard it merely as a question of how Her Majesty's Government 

can most effectually assist the settlement of the continent by enabling capitalists to occupy 

available country, with a guarantee of adequate security for their propert.y and businees 

from the only Colony whence they can draw their supplies or ship their produce. 

It further appears desirable, for obvious reasons, to extend the boundary of South 

Australia, without delay—if at all—with a view to effectually encouraging the spirit of 

further exploration and settlement. it is difficult to see what can be gained by delay, 

though 
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though much may be lost. Should Her Majesty's Gvernment, therefore, incline to give 

effect to the wishes of the Legislature, I presume the easiest mode of doing so would be by 

a short Imperial Act, as an Order in Council might not be applicable to a separation from 

New South Wales of any still unsettled portion of that Province. 

I have, &c., 
TIlE RIGHT HONORABLE RICHARD GRAVES MACDONNELL, 

H. LABOUCHERE, M. P. Governor: 

[Enclosure in .N. U 

Session 1857. 1 Address No. T. 

To His Excellency S'it RICHARD GRAVES MACDONNELL, Knight Companion 
of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Captain-General and Governor-
in-Chief of Her Majesty's Province of South Australia, &c., &c, &c. 

May it please your Excellency, 

The humble Address of the Legislative Council of South Australia,— 

SHEWETH 
That at a Meeting of the said Council, holden on the 1st day of December, 

1857, it was Resolved,— 
That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, requesting 

him to take such measures as he may deem best calculated to obtain the addition to this 
Colony of that portion of New Holland lying between its western boundary and the eastern 
boundary of Western Australia, and between the 26th degree of south latitude and the 
southern coast. 

J. H. FISHER, 
Legislative Council Chambers, President. 

1 December, 1857. 

[Enclosure 2 in N. 1.] 
,Session 1857. - Address No. 22. 

To His Excellency SIR RICHARD GRAVES MACDONNELL, Knight Companion 
of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Captain-General, and Governor-
in-Chief of Her Majesty's Province of South Australia, &c.,-&c. 

May it please your Excellency, 

The humble Address of the House of Assembly of South Australia,— 
Sux WETH :- 

That at a Meeting of the said House, holden on the fourth day of December, 
1857, it was resolved,— 

That an Address be Presented to His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, requesting 
him to take such measures as he may deem best calculated to obtain the addition to this 
Colony of that portion of the territory of New South Wales lying between its western 
boundary and the Eastern boundary of Western Australia, and between the 26th degree of 
south latitude and the southern coast. 

G. S. KINGSTON, 
GEO. W. D. BERESFORD, Speaker. 

Clerk. 

No. 2. 
LORD STANLEY to GOVERNOR Sxu R. G. MACDONNELL. 

Downing-street, 

Siu, 
Nay, 1858. 

I have to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 227, of the 11th of March last, 

transmitting Addresses from the Legislative Council and Assembly of South Australia to 

yourself, requesting you to take measures for the addition to that Colony of the tract bounded 

north by the parallel of lat. 26° south, and lying between South Australia and Wstern 

Australia. 

You judged very properly in bringing this matter under the notice of your Executive 

Council, regarding it as one of considerable prospective importance, and to which the 

attention of Her Majesty's Government 5hould be early directed. They are of opinion that 

the tract in question should form part of South Australia, being altogether unconnected, 

geographically, with New South Wales, and being likely to receive its population from South 

rather 
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rather than Western Australia. It would, however, require an Act of Parliament to effect 

this purpose, and I do not think that it ought to be êxeCtcted without previous consultation 

with the Goveinthent of New South Wales, of which, as you crrcctly observe, the tract in 

question seems to be legally a portion. 

I shall therefore lose no time in sending a copy of this correspondence to Sir William 

Denison, and hope to be prepared to introduce a measure into Parliament early next session. 

I have, &c., 

GOVERNOR STANLEY. 

Siu H. G. MACDONNELL, C.B., 

&c., &c. 

No. 3. 

LORD STANLEY to GOVERNOR SIR W. DENISON. 

(No. 36.) Downing-street, 

28 May, 1858 

SIR, 
I transmit, for your information, copy of a correspondence between this department 

and the Governor of South Australia, respecting the contemplated annexation to the latter 

Colony of a portion of territory adjacent to it, but which (if belonging in strictness to either 

of the Australian Colonies) appears to be part of New South Wales, and shall be glad to 

receive any observations you may have to make, with the advice of your Executive Council. 

I have, &c., - 

GOVERNOR STANLEY. 

Siu W. DENISON, K. C. B., 

&c., &c. 

No.4. 

PROCEED1TZ'TGS of the Executive Council on the 6th September, 1858, with respect to 

Annexation of a portion of .Nw South Wales to South Australia. 

Minute No. 58-36. Confirmed 16 September, 1858. 

HIS Excellency the Governor General lays before the Council a Despatch from the Right 

ilonorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, enclosing a correspondence that has 

passed between the Colonial Office and the Governor of South Australia respecting the 

annexation to that Colony of a portion of country at present included within the boundaries 

of New South Wales, and expressing a wish to be favored with any observations which His 

Excellency, after consultation with his Executive Council, may desire to offer upon the 

subject. 
His Excellency at the same time lays before the Council a map prepared by the 

Surveyor General to illustrate the position and extent of the portion of country referred to, 

which lies between the western boundary of South Australia and the eastern boundary of 

Western Australia. 
Upon an examination of this map the Council are unable to perceive any serious 

objection to the annexation to South Australia of the portion of territory in question, which 

it appears is completely separated from the settled portions of New South Wales by the 

desert lying to the north and east of South Australia, and is, in fact, inaccessible by land 

from New South Wales; as, however, the question involves a modification of the boundaries 

f the Colony, they feel that they would not be justified in recommending that the measure 

be assented to, or indeed that any decisive action should be taken in the matter, until the 

Legislature have had an opportunity of expressing an opinion on the subject; and they 

accordingly advise that, with the view of eliciting this, copies of the Despatch of the Right 

Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with its enclosures, and also copies of this 

Minute, be forthwith laid before the Houses of Parliament. 

EDWARD C. MEREWETHER, 

Executive Council Office, Clerk of the Council. 

Sydney, 18 September, 1858. 

No. 58-542. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

MR. FRANCIS O'MEALtA. 
(CLAIM TO ALLOTMENT OF LAND.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Pnted, 31 March, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The humble Petition of Francis O'Meara, of B
athurststreet, in the City of 

Sydney, in the said Colony of New South Wales,— 

SaFWBTII 
That your Petitioner, in the year 

1827 or 1828, 
was Conductor of the 

Police Force in this Colony, and in that capacity apprehe11de Thomas Mustin and Daniel 

shrafl
gerS, at their camp between Liverpool and Parramatta. 

Wa tkins, two desperate  
That the apprehension took place shortly after the said Thomas Mustin and Daniel 

Watkins made an attack on the house of Doctor DuihuntY, at B urwood, and when taken 

were armed. d Daniel Watkins were tried by the late Chief 
That the said Thomas Mustin an  

Justice Forbes—were found guilty of felony, and executed. 

That your Petitioner was, for 
such apprehension, and for his zeal and ability generally 

as Constable, r
ecommended to the then Governor, Sir Ralph Darling, by His Honor the late 

Chief Justice Forbes, His Honor the late Chief Justice Stephen, Captain ROSSi, Superin-

tendent of the l'oliee Force in Sydney aforesaid, and several Magistrates for the said Colony, 

for reward for his services as such Constable as aforesaid. 
ied to Alexander Macleay, Esq., the then Colonial 

That the said Captain Rossi appl 
Secretary, on your Petitioner's behalf, and was informed that allotment number 

73, on the 

Map of the TownshiP of Parramatta, and situate at the corner of Windsor Road and Board-

street, would be granted to your Petitioner as a reward for his said services. 
onth of July last, searched the books and chart of 

That your Petitioner, in the m  e was entered for a 
Parramatta in the Surveyor General's Oce, and found that his nam 

grant of the said a
llotCflt in the TownshiP of Parramatta aforesaid, but your Petitioner's 

name has since been erased from the said chart. 

That the said a
llotment is still vacant. 

That some time after the a
pplication made by the said Captain Rossi, your Petitioner 

applied to the Surveyor General, and was informed that the grant could not be made to him, 

as the Governor bad left the Colony without having signed the said Deed of Grant. 

That on the arrival of Sir Richard Bourke, who succeeded the said Sir Ralph Darling 

as Governor of the said Colony, your Petitioner again applied for a grant of the said Allot-
ment of Land, but was refused on the same grounds, namely, that the said Sir Ralph Darling 

had left the Colony without s
igning the said Deed of Grant. 

That 

50— 
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MR. FRANCIS O'MEARA. 

That, in the month of July last, your Petitioner applied, by letter, to the 
Secretary of Lands and WTorks 

 on the subject of the grant of said Allotment of Land, and calling his 

attention to the circumstances under which the same was promised him, and requesting that 

he would cause a grant from the Crown to mum of the said allotment to be prepared, or 
inform him what steps to take for the purpose of getting such grant. 

That your Petitioner, in reply to such last mentioned letter, on the 23rd of the said 

month of July received a communication from die Office of Land and Public Works to the 
effect that your Petitioners  letter had been referred to the Surveyor General, and that when 

the necessary information had been obtained a further communication would be made to 
your Petitioner. 

That, 0mm the 19th day of November last, your Petitioner received a further COflimu-

nieation from the Department of Land and Public WTorks, referring to the last mentioned 

letter of your Petitioner of the 23rd of July, on the subject of the Deed of Grant of the said 

Allotment of Land, and also stating that, from the eo1'rcspodence that had taken place iir 

respect thereof, it appeared that on the 18th day of January, 1836, your Petitioner was 

apprised by the then Colonial Secretary that lie possessed no claim to the land in question, 

and that, under the circumstances of the ease, the Secretary for Lands and Public Works 
conld see no reason to alter that decision. 

That your Petitioner never has been apprised that lie had no claim to the said Allot-

ment of Land, as stated in the said last mentioned letter, but that your Petitioner was informed 

that the Governor, Sir Ralph Darling, had left the Colony without signing a Deed of Grant 
of the said land. 

That your Petitioner served eighteen years in the Police Force, ten of which both as 
Conductor both in 

Sydney and the Interior, and has received no compensation whatever for 
such long service, except the promise of a grant of said Allotment of Land. 

That your Petitioner is now fifty-eight years of age, and has a family of nine children 
to Support. 

Your Petitioner therefor'e humbly prays your Honorable House to take into Con-

sideration the promise made to him by His Excellency Goernor Sir Ralph Darling of a 

grant of the said Allotment of Land situate in the township of Paramatta, and that your 
Petitioner may have a grant thereof made to him of the said land. 

- 
And your Petitioner will ever pray. - - 

Bathursi_st,.eet, West, - - FRAS. O'MEARA. 

Syd,iey, 30 11[arch, 1858. 
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iLegiølaiti øøembl. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

E. J. TI. KNAPP, SURVEYOR. 
(CLAIM TO GRANT OF LAND.) 

O"dered by the Legi8laUve Assembly to  be Piintecl, 4 June, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of Edward James Howes Knapp, of the City of Sydney, in the 
Colony of New South Wales, Survcyor, 

HUMELY SHEWETIS, AS FOLLOWS 

I. Your Petitioner arrived in this .Colony, by the ship "Sesostrix," in March, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-six;  Dr. Dulhunty being the 
of that ship. Surgeon Superintendent 

2. 
Your Petitioner was induced to emigrate here upon the express assurance given to 

liimat the Colonial Office, Downingstreet, London, that Dr. Dulhunty was the bearer of a 

letter from R. W. Hay, Esq., the then Under-Secretary to Lord Bathurst, (who was the then 

Secretary of State for the Colouies), and which letter was addressed to His Excellency 
Governor Darling, authorizing the then usual grant of Land to your Petitioner. 

The letter from Mr. B. W. Hay, in favor of your Petitioner, was eitherñiislajd or 
suppressed by Dr. Dulhunty, and was only discovered in the year one thousand eight hundred 

and thirty-seven, and some years after Dr. Dulhunty's death, by a son of his, by whom it 
was  

forwarded to your Petitioner. Your Petitioner at once transmitted it to the Colonial 
Secretary of this Colony, with a letter. 

4. Dr. Dulhunty, upon a similar letter, in his lifetime applied for, and obtained, a 
1naxirnuni grant of two thousand five hundred and sixty acres. 

5, The letter above referred to having been thus mislaid, or suppressed, by Dr. Dul-

hunty, your Petitioner, six months after his arrival here, was appointed an assistant in the 

Surveyor General's Department of this Colony, and your Petitioner continued in such 

department about four years; and your Petitioner has also since that period, and until the 

year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, been constantly employed by, the Colonial 
Government as a licensed and contract surveyor. 

The late Sir Thomas Mitchell, who arrived in the Colony shortly after your 
Petitioner, obtained, upon a similar letter, a maximum grant of land of two thousand five 

hundred and sixty acres; Messrs. Dangar, Hoddle, Finch, Richards, and White, also 
surveyors, all arrived with similar letters, and shortly before your Petitioner. They each 

of them obtained grants of land, and each of these gentlemen were, like your Petitioner, 
attached to the Survey Department. 

Your Petitioner was precluded from making an earlier application than in th3 

year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven for the promised grant, by reason of the 
261— 

loss 



2 
PETITION—E. J. H. KNAPP, SURVEYOR. 

loss or suppression of the said letter as aforesaid. But when your Petitioner applied by 

letter, dated February sixth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, your Petitioner 

was informed, that so long a period had elapsed since your Petitioner's arrival that the 

application of your Petitioner eould not be entertained. 
Your Petitioner humbly submits that his case is one of extreme hardship, inasmuch 

as your Petitioner had not the possession of, or any control over, Mr. R. W. Hay's letter, 

until after Dr. Dulhunty's death; and could' not,. therefore, before one thousand eight 

hundred and thirty-seven, have preferred his application. 
Your Petitioner has served the Government, as a surveyor, for nearly thirty years; 

and not one of your Petitioner's surveys have ever been the subject of litigation, or 

impeached for inaccuracy. 
Your Petitioner further humbly submits, that your Petitioner did this Colony 

some humble service, in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty, by his exertions in 

assisting the capture of the notorious band of bushraflgers who were executed in Bathurst 

in that year. You Petitiolier, at the request of George Rankin, Esq., J. P., and of the late 

J. Walker, Esc., J. P., in theIr capacities as magistrates, was induced to join a party in 

pursuit of them. Your Petitioner, with this party, continued in pursuit of them for one 

month; and your Petitioner and the said party at last succeeded in capturing and bringing 
to justice the whole gang. The above-named magistrates thanked your Petitioner for his 

conduct on the occasion, and wrote him the letter dated twelfth January, one thousand eight 

hundred and thirty-eight, recom
mending such his conduct to the c

onsideration of the 

Colonial Government. 
If these facts should fail to influence your Honorable House; if the carelessness or 

cruelty of Dr. Duihunty should still be permitted to prejudice and punish your Petitioner,—

your Petitioner would nevertheless further humbly submit to your Honorable House, that as 

the duties of a So'ereign and subject are mutual and reciprocal, and as upon the great legal 

principle that the Sovereign is incapable of doing wrong, the law pronounce s that in the 

Sovereign there can be no negligence or laehes, (hence the maxim, 
nUUUm temp us occuri'it 

regi,—no 
delay in resorting to a remedy can bar the Sovereign his right,) so your Petitioner 

humbly submits that your Petitioner's delay, or laches (if any,) which he denies, in resorting 

to a remedy should not bar your Petitioner from obtaining from the Crown redress for your 

Petitioner's wrong. 
Your Petitioner, lastly, most humbly submits, that if the statute of limitations be 

held a bar in his case, that it should run only from the time of the discovery by him in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, of the letter of the twentieth of November, 

one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five; and as a plea to the statute, your Petitioner 

'would humbly submit that he made his application on the sixth of February, one thousand 

eight hundred and thirty-seven, and that the application was refused on the t
wenty-second 

April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and your Petitioner could now only, 

therefore, under a constitutional and responsible Government, venture most humbly to appeal 
from the decision thus pronounced by an irresponsible Government to your Honorable and 

0nstitutionally created House, and that there has 
consequently been no delay or laehes. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honorable House will be pleased 

to take the premises and your Petitioner's case into your 
most gracious consideratiOn, and 

that such redress may be afforded to your Petitioner as to your Honorable House shall scent 

meet, and as the circumstances of your Petitioner's case may appear to require. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c., &c. 
EDWAIID J. H. KNAPP. 

Bydney, 18 May, 1858. 



695 

1858. 

?LegiøIati,e øEmbII,, 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

MR. WILLIAM SIMS BELL. 
(PRAYING REDRESS.) 

Ordered by the Legsiative Assembly to be Prnted, 31 August, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of William Sims Bell, of Liverpool Plains, in the Territory of 
New South Wales,- 

1IFJMBLY SHEWETH 

That your Petitioner's father, Mr. Archibald Bell, deceased, in the year 1809 
obtained from Colonel Patterson, then LieutenantGoveror of this Colony, a grant of forty 

and one-half (40k) rods of land in Macquarie.street, on which the present Parliament Build-
ings are erected. 

That this grant was given to your Petitioner's father as an equivalent for a prior 

grant of land in George-street, from Governor BIigh,-_this latter land being required by the 

Government for a site for the Military Barracks, and was, in consideration of the grant from 

Colonel Patterson, relinquished to the Government by your Petitioner's father. 

That Major Goulburn, Colonial Secretary of New South Wales, requested your Peti-

tioner's father to allow him to examine the grant from Colonel Patterson, which was 
accordingly delivered to him, but was not returned. 

That the said grant is duly registered in the records of the Colonial Secretary's 

Office, and in the margin of such record the following memorandum is written, signed with 

the initials of Major Goulburn, viz. :-" Destroyed, the Fifth September, 1825. F. G." 

That your Petitioner's father did not receive any other compensation for the land 

relinquished by him to the Government for the purposes before-mentioned than the forty 
and a half rods in Macquarie-street, of which lie was so deprived. 

That your Petitioner as heir-at-law of the said Archibald Bell, deceased, has made 

several applications to the Government for a. compensation for such land, similar to that 

granted to other persons under oi.what analogous circumstances, but without success. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your }Ionorable House will be pleased 

to take his case into favorable consideration, and adopt such measures as may do your 
Petitioner equity and justice. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray,.&e. 

WM. S. BELL. 

492—.. 
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gilatic RoombI. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

TIMBER OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 
(ITS ELASTICITY AND STRENGTH.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be FrihIed, 3 August, 1858. 

TUE DEPUTY MASTER OF TUE MINT to TUE SECRETARY FOR LAND AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

Royal Mint, 

Sgdiiey, 27 April, 1858. SiR, 

I have the honor to forward a Report of results obtained from experiments on 

the elasticity and strength of timber of New South Wales, procured through the Chief Com- 

missioner for Railways, and tested at the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint in the month of 
March, 1858. 

I have been endeavouring for some time to obtain specimens of Colonial timber in 

order to extend these experimental inquiries. As yet, however, I have not succeeded in 
obtaining more than a very limited number. 

I enclose a list of those I have selected from the catalogue of New South Wales woods 

exhibited lately in Paris. The whole of the woods contained in this list appear, from the 

description of their qualities given in the catalogue, to be more or less suitable for building 
purposes. 

Should the Government consider an inquiry into their strength and elasticity desirable, 

I would suggest that Government surveyors, or other officers in their respective districts, be 
instructed to procure of each -kind four specimens, not less than four feet six inches long and 

two and a-quarter inches square, and forward them to me for trial,—of which I would make a 
Report to the Government. 

I have, &c., 

R. W. WARD, 
THE SECRETARY 

Deputy Master. 
FOR LAND AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

REPORT of results obtained from Experiments on the Elasticty and Strengtl of Timber 

of Nw South Wales, procured tln'ougls the Chief Commissioner for Railways, and 

tested at the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint in the month of March, 1858. 

The specimens tried were fresh cut, taken from trees in the neighbourhood of 
Belford, which lies 18 miles from Maitland and 10 miles from Singleton, on the Great 
Northern Road. 

The experiments were conducted as follows :—The distance between the supports was 

4 feet, the beam rested on iron trestle-heads firmly fixed, and prevented from collapsing by 

stays—the ends left free; the weights were applied in the centre, and increased by cwts. 
at a time, at intervals of half-an•hour, till. the elasticity was evidently destroyed, when the 

interval between each addition was prolonged to an hour. At the cud of each interval the 
beam was relieved of its weight. 

This was effected by means of a screw-jack, which raised the scale on which the weights 

rested; thus the beam was always relieved from pressure, and subjected to it, without jerk. 

The specific gravities were obtained with great care, by means of a delicate balance 
in the Mint. 

The timber was obtained by Captain Martindale, RE, Chief Commissioner of 
Railways, through Mr. Collett, an officer of his department. 

The experiments were conducted in the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint, under the 

uperintendcnce of Mr. Trickett, Superintendent of the Coining Department of the Mint. 

*257 
In 
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In order that a comparison may be instituted between the woods of this Colony and 

others, I append the values of B. and S. of some well known, ascertained at Woolwich 

dockyard by P. Barlow, Esquire, F. R. S. 

B. S. 

Teak ... ... ... ... ... 603600 2462 

English Oak ... ... ... ... 362800 1672 

Canadian ditto ... ... ... ... 530200 1766 

Ash ... ... ... ... •.•! 411200 2026 

Beech ... ... ... ... . . 338400 1556 

Pitch Pine ... ... ... ... 306400 163 

It may be as well to explain the use of the results exhibited in these tables to those 

not conversant with their practical bearing. 

.Pi oblen 1.—To determine the strength of a rectangular beam of timber when it is 

supported at the ends and loaded in the middle, multiply value of S. in the 

table by 4 times the depth in inches, and by the area of the section in inehis, 

and divide the product by the distance between the supports in inches. The 

quotient will be the greatest weight the beam will bear in lbs. One-fourth the 

weight found by the rule should be the greatest weight upon a beam in practice. 

Example 1.—Required the weight a beam of iron-bark 1 foot square would sustain 

in the middle, its length being 20 feet. 

The tabular value of S being 22SS, the depth 12 inches, the area 144 inches, the 

length 240 inches, consequently 
2288  X 4 X 12  X 144 = 65,644 lbs., and the beam may 

240 

be loaded in practice with 
4
_=16,411 lbs., without injuring its texture. 

From the equation S = i acci where 
1= length - 

a = breadth in inches, and w the breaking 

d=depth . ) 

weight in Its., any three of the four quantities 1, a, d, w, being given, the other may be 

determined. 
Example 2.—Let it be required to determine the size of a girder of iron-bark for a 

warehouse where the distance between the points of support is 20 feet, and the greatest 

possible stress in the middle, including the weight of the floor, is 30 tons = 67,200. Let us 

assume that the greatest depth that we can obtain this timber is 20 inches, then, in practice, 

a must = 
= 4X240X67200 = 1762 inches. 

S - 4d2  4 X2 X 28820X20 

Thus, two girders of 20 inches depth, and nine inches breadth, resting on the same sustaining 

piece, would be sufficient to support the weight of 30 tons. 

If the 30 tons are to be uniformly distributed over the surface of the floor, one girder 

of 20" x 9" wide would be sufficient. 
Pi'obl.rn 2.—To determine the strength of a rectangular piece of timber, fixed at 

one end and loaded at the other. Multiply the value of S by the area and 

depth of the section, in inches, and divide that product by the leverage in 

length, without support, in inches,—the quotient will be the weight required. 

In this case the formula is,- 
1. 
a d2  

In practice the load ought not to exceed one-fourth of the weight found by this rule. 

If the weight be distributed uniformly over the piece, the distance of the centre of 

ravity from the point of support must be taken for the length or leverage of the piece. 

Example 1.—For iron-bark the breaking weight of a piece having a leverage of 5 

feet, area 6" x 4", and depth 6", would be 
2288 X 6X4 X 6 = 54912; and = 1,3731bs. 

60 4 

the load it would bear without injury. 
Example 2.—A balcony, to bear one ton, is to be supported by two cantilevers; the 

projection of the balcony to be 4 feet. 
Assuming the cantilevers to be iron-bark, that the weight will be uniformly dis-

tributed over the whole length, and that the depth of the cantilevers shall be 4 inches; the 

distance of the centre of gravity from the wall will be two feet, and S being = 2288 as before, 

it will be found by the formula that the breadth of each cantilever must be 235 inches to 

bear the weight required without injury. 
The 
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The value of E in the table is essential for the determination of the dimensions of a 

beam capable of supporting a given weight, with a given degree of deflection, when fixed at 
.one end or when supported at both ends. 

\l,Then  the beam is supported at one end, the rule is as follows :—Divide the weight 

in lbs. by 
1728  and by the breadth and deflection, both in inches, the cube root of the 

quotient, multiplied by the length in feet, will be depth required in inches. The formula 
being,- 

1 'w 
E_ ad's 

1, a, and ci representing the same as before, w the greatest weight, the deflection while 
elasticity remained perfect. 

Any one of the quantities, the others being given, may be found by the reversion of 

the formula. If the beam be loaded uniformly throughout 
1w 

8 ad'& 

When the beam is supported at both euds, multiply the weight to be supported in 

lbs. by the cube of the length in feet; divide the product by 16 times multiplied into 

the given deflection in inches, and the quotient is the breadth multiplied by the cube of the 
depth -in inches. 

The formula for this is,- 
3w 

r16d3 

if the beam be uniformly loaded throughout the formula is,— 
l'w 
16 ad' 3 

It is unnecessary to extend the explanation of the use of these values by working out 

examples. Any one desirous of further information on the subject may obtain it by con-

sulting "Barlow on Materials and on Construction," from which these rules have been taken. 

E. W. WARD, 

Captain, Royal Engineers. 

RESULTS of Experiments on the Elasticity and Strength of Timber of New South Wales 

procured through the Chief Commissioner for Railways, and tested at the Sydney Branch 
of the Royal Mint in the month of March, 1858. 

Ureatest weight and 
a 8 deflection while the Value of B. Value of S. 

Names of the Woods Speeific elasticity remained 
Breaking Ultimate 

From the For. From the For. 
.0 

and Dimensions. Gravity* 
perfect 

weight 
fin, 

deflection 
mula. 
13 w 

mula. 
1 W 

Weight in Deflection 
in in inches. *__.. • 

lIps, in inches. 16 ad' 5 4a d' 

1 
} IRO-BAEK. / 1205 9521.85 952 185 

4 feet between sup- 784 140 1120 290 

ports and 1" square. 1218 616 105 952 210 
616 95 1064 2'35 

Mean results ..., 742 131 417,400 2,288 1211 1022 2'30 

1 
' STIirNOY-BARK. 560 120 784 285 

4 feet between SUP'f 60 130 784 260 

ports and i' square. 560 115 840 2'25 
560 1'15 840 230 

Mean results .... 343,900 1,818 937 560 120 812 250 

1) 
Box. 1232 

( 
672 0'90 100S 1'80 

4 feet between bear. 672 '90 1064 1'85 

ing and 1" square 1228 
672 '90 1176 250 

/ 616 '90 1120 1.85 

Mean results ., . 533,800 2,445 1230 653 90 1092 2'0 

1) 
2 

SPOTTED Gu x. 981 360 
560 

'95 
'90 

840 
896 

19 
18 4 feet between bear- 

I  
560 '90 

43 ings and 1'square 1051 806 2'05 
560 '75 952 210 

Mean results .,.. 1035 560 '85 485,500 2,006 896 1 196 

For the sake of simplifying the calenlations the value of E is not carried on exact beyond the nearest fourth figure. 

LIST 



Stenocarpus Salignus 
Acmena 3) Kingiana 

Podocarpus elata ...... 

Ceratopetalum Apetalum 
Tristania neriifoha...... 
Callistemon salignum 
Melaleuca Styphelioides. 
Melaleuca Styphelioides. 
I1e1ia Anstralis ........ 
Eucalyptus sp.......... 
Eucalyptus pillularis.. 
Eucalyptus Media ...... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp. ...... ... 
Syncarpia sJ,......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Angophora sp........... 
Casuarina sp........... 
Tristanea laurina ...... 
Casuarina suberosa 
Casuarinasp........... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Cedrela Australis ....... 
Celastrus sp........... 
Ekaocarpus sp......... 
Acacia sp............. 
Endriandra Glauca 
Tristania sp. .. .. .. .. .. 
Oryptocarya sp......... 
Tristania sp........... 
,p 

Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 
Eucalyptus sp......... 

5 
17 
21 
31 
32 

33 
37 
71 
72 
74 
82 
83 
85 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
98 
102 
108 
123 
124 
125 
126 
130 
131 
134 
135 
136 
137 
190 
195 
200 
203 
224 
227 
228 
237 
238 
240 
241 
243 
245 
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'LIST of Woods growing in New South Wales, which appear to be suitable for Building and 

Engineering purposes, and of which four specimens of each, 4'.6' long, by 2J x 2 are 
required for the purpose of testing their strength, durability, &c. 

Zn 

BOTANICAL NAME. LOCAL NAME. REMARaS. 

Beef wood, silky oak. 
Hickory. 
White maple, myi tIe. 
White maple, ash, blue ash. 
Pine, white pine ............... Obtained within ]at. 35° 24', ancT  in Northern District. 
5 Light wood, leather jacket, coach 
wood. 

Water gum ..................... Common at Illawarra. 
Broad leaved tea tree. 
Prickly leaved tea tree. 

White cedar. 
Iron bark. 
Mountain ash, white or willow top. 
Blak-biitt. 
Woolly-butt. 

Barremma. Iron-bark .......................
Blue gum ....................... Brisbane Water. 
Blue gum of Camden, 
Swamp mahogany. 
Rough barked gum. 
Spotted gum, mottled gum. 
Stringy-bark. 
Turpentine tree. 
Box of Illawarra. 
Floodd gum of Camden. 
Narrow leaved iron-bark. 
Stringy-bark of Camden. 
Apple tree of Camden. 
Forest swamp oak. 
Water gum of River Nepean. 
5-Forest oak, beech wood, shingle 
oak. 

River or white oak. 
Bastard box. 
Swamp mahogany, Camden. 
5 Rough leaved, rough barked, iron 
bark, 

Cedar. 
Illawarra and Brisbane Water. 

Mountain asj. 
Illawarra. Green wattle..................... 

Teak wood .................... 
Common in cedar brushes at 
Brisbane Water. 

Water gum .................... 

Hickory ........................ 

Rose wood. 

Fhndosa ........................ 

Red flowered iron-bark. 
Mahogany. 

From Appin. 
Grey gum ..................... Neighbourhood of Windsor. 
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1857. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF TH 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VOTES No. 24. FRIDAY, 30 OCTOBER, 1857. 

17. Alluvial Lands of the Hunter:—Mr. Hay moved, pursuant to notice,— 
That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the best 

means of improving the Alluvial Lands of the Hunter by a system of Drainage, and 
the legal provisions under which such a system may be carried out. 

That such Committee consist of Mr. Flood, Mr. Arnold, Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Piddington, Mr. Scott, Mr. Robertson, Mr. F. T. Rusden, Mr. Weekes, and Mr. 
Gordon. 
Question—(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon 
the best means of improving the Alluvial Lands of the Hunter by a system of Drainage, 
and the legal provisions under which such a system may be carried out—put and 
passed. 
Question—(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Flood, Mr. Arnold, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. Scott, Mr. Robertson, Mr. F. T. Rusden, Mr. Weekes, and Mr. 
Gordon—put and passed. 

[Further Proceedings stopped by Prorogation] 

PSDI' 

VOTES No. 13. FRIDAY, 16 APRIL, 1858. 

16, Alluvial Lands of the Hunter:—Mr. Scott moved, pursuant to amended notice,— 
That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the best 

means of improving the Alluvial Lands of the Hunter, by a system of Drainage, and 
the legal provisions under which such a system may be carried out; and that all 
proceedings of the Select Committee of last Session be referred to this Committee. 

That such Committee consist of Mr. Hay, Mr. Flood, Mr. Arnold, Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Piddington, Mr. Robertson, Mr. White, Mr. Weekes, Mr. Gordon, and the Mover. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 14. TUESDAY, 20 APRIL, 1858. 

16. Floods and Drainage :—Hunter River.  :—Mr. Scott moved, pursuant to notice, That the 
Report on Drainage by Mr. Surveyor Adams, and the Hunter River Flood Map, 
ordered to be printed on the 9th December, 1857, be referred to the Select Committee 
appointed to inquire into and report upon the "Alluvial Lands of the Hunter." 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 122. THURSDAY, 18 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

1. Alluvial Lands of the Hunter :-Mr. Jones, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, 
and laid upon the Table the Evidence taken before the Select Committee appointed 
on the 16th April lost to inquire into, and report upon, the best means of improving 
the Alluvial Lands of the Hunter by a system of Drainage, and the legal provisions 
under which such a system may be carried out,—with Minutes of the Proceedings 
of the Committee, and Appendix. 
Ordered to be printed. 
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ALLUVIAL LANDS OF THE HUNTER. 

REPORT. 

Thn SELECT COMMITTEE of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 16th April last, 

" to inquire into and report upon the best means of improving the Alluvial Lands of the 

" Hunter by a system of Drainage, and the legal provisions under which such a system 
" may be carried out ;" and to whom were referred at the same time, "all Proceedings 
" of the ,Select Committee of last Session;"  and on the 20th April last, "the Report 
on Drainage by Mr. Surveyor Adams, and the Hunter River Flood Map, ordered to 

" be Printed on the 91h December, 1857,"—have agreed to the following Report :- 

In 1857. In the course of their inquiry into the important matters referred for their con- r. Chambers, Esq. 
C. Close, Esq., sea. E. sideration, your Committee have taken the evidence of the several gentlemen in the Hunter RC. Close, Esq.,jun.,J.P. 

W. Scott, Esq., J.P. River District whose names are shewn in the margin. 
S. A. Smith, Esq J.P. 
A. Lang, Esq.

' 
 JJ'.
' 
 and 

A. Windeyer, Esq.,J.T. Your Committee originally purposed to recommend for the consideration of your 
1858. 

Mr. Edward Sparke. Honorable House certain provisions under which a system of Drainage of the Alluvial Lands 
Mr. Soshua Anderson. 

might, by the joint action of the neighbouring proprietors and occupants, have been effectually Mr. S. Neville.
Mr. H. Macuamara, and 

carried out, but being of opinion that the present advanced period of the Session would render Idr. Seorge Weakiey. 

the completion of a measure embodying such provisions altogether impracticable, they deem 

it advisable to submit the evidence taken during this and the previous Session to your 

Honorable House, as data for the guidance of the new Parliament in legislating upon this 
important subject. 

R. JONES, 

Chairman. 
Legislative Assembly Chamber, 

Sydney, 18 November, 1858. 

333—b PROCEEDINGS 
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1857. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

TUESDAY, 10 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

Mr. Hay, Mr. Arnold, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Robertson, 

Mr. Piddington. 

Mr. Robertson was called to the Chair. 
Committee considered as to their course of Proceedings, and decided upon taking 

evidence. 
Whereupon Motion made (Mr. Jones) and Question—" That Mr. J. Chambers be 

"summoned before this Committee as a witness, for Wednesday, the 18th instant"—agreed to- 

[Adjourned till Wednesday, 18th instant, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 18 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

John Robertson, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Scott, Mr. Flood, 
Mr. Weekes, Mr. Piddington, 

Mr. Arnold. 

Committee deliberated as to the best mode of conducting the examination of witnesses 
Mr. J. Chambers, Solicitor, examined. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 25 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

John Robertson, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Hay, i Mr. Weekes, 

Mr. Jones. 

Letters from Mr. J. A. Portus and Mr. J. A. Smith, excusing their attendance before 
the Committee as witnesses on this day, read by the Chairman. 

Mr. E. C. Close, senior, examined. 
Committee deliberated. 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUE SDA Y, 1 DECEMBER, 1857. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

John Robertson, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Weekes, I Mr. Flood, 

Mr. Piddington. 

Mr. E. C. Close,junio', and Mr. TV. Scott, examined. 
Committee deliberated. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday, 9th instant, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 9 DEcEMBER, 1857. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:- 

John Robertson, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Weekes, I Mr. Hay, 

Mr. Scott. 

Letter from Mr. H. Carmichael, excusing his attendance before the Committee as a 
witness on this day, read by the Clerk. 

Motion made (Mr. Scott) and Question—" That H. Carmichael, Esq., be now sum-
"moned before this Committee as a witness, for Wednesday next "—agreed to. 

Mr. J. A. Smith, J. P, and Mr. A. Lang, J. P., examined. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WED NESDA Y. 
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WEDNESDAY, 16 DECEMBER, 1857. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

John Robertson, Esq, in the Chair. 
Mr. Scott, Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Weekes, Mr. Gordon. 

Mr. A. Wincleyer, J. P., examined. 
The Chairman read a Letter from Mr. H. Carmichael, again excusing his attendance 

before the Committee as a witness, and suggesting that he should be furnished with certain 
questions by the Chairman, to which he would reply in writing. 

Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved:— 
" That in the opinion of the Committee the transmission of questic as to Mr. 

Carmichael, as suggested in his communication, is not advisable." 

[Adjourned.] 

[Furtleer Proceedings stopped by Prorogation.] 

1858. 

WEDNESDA V. 2 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Mr. Scott, I Mr. Jones, 

Mr. White. 
Mr. Scott was called to the Chair. 
By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the House appointing the Committee, 

and referring thereto all Proceedings of the Committee of last Session, read by the Clerk. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made, and Question—" That these Proceedings be now adopted as part of 

the Proceedings of this Co]nmittee"—agieed to. 
By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the House referring to the Committee, 

on 20 April last, the Report on Drainage by Mr. Surveyor Adams, and the Hunter River 
Flood Maps, ordered to be printed on 9 December, 1857, then read by the Clerk. 

Committee deliberated, and being of opinion that further evidence was necessary for 
the purposes of the inquiry;—.— 

Motion made, and Question—" That John Eales, Esq., senior, J. A. Portus, Esq., 
" and W. Nicholson, Esq., be summoned before this Committee as witnesses for Tuesday 
" next"—agreed to. 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY; 8 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

Mr. Jones, j Mr. White. 
A Quorum of the Committee was not present. 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 15 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

A. W. Scott, Esquire, in the Chair 

Mr. Jones, I Mr. Piddington, 

Mr. Flood. 

The witnesses summoned before the Committee for this clay, viz. :—Mr. J. Eales, 
senior, of Berry Park, Morpeth, Mr. J. A. Portus, of Morpeth, and Mr. W. Nicholson, 
of West Maitland, not being in attendance, and the Committee having waited the prescribed 
time,— 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY; 22 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

A. W. Scott, Esquire, in the Chair:— 

Mr. Hay, Mr. Jones, 

Mr. Weekes. 

By direction of the Chairman, letter from Mr. William Nicholson, of West Maitlaad, 
excusing his attendance before the Committee as a witness on Tuesday the 15th, instant, 
read by the Clerk. 

Motion 
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Motion made and Question—" That Mr. Nicholson be now summoned before the 
" Committee as a witness for Tuesday next, and that Mr. E. Hickey, of Osterley,Hinton, and 
Mr. Macnamara, of Raymond Terrace, be summonend before the Committee as witnesses 
for the same day"—agreed to. 

Mr. Edward Sparks, junior, of Ilexham, and Mr. Josliwa Anderson, of West Mait- 
land, examined. 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 29 JUNE, 1858 

MEMBER PRESENT:—

Mr. Scott. 

Mr. Macnamara and Mr. Neville were in attendance as witnesses, but a Quorum of 
the Committee was not present. 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 30 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

A. W. Scott, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Jones, I Mr. Gordon, 

Mr. Weekes. 
Mr. Josep1 Neville, and 

Mr. H. Macnamara, examined. 

[Adjourned till Tuesday,  next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 6 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

A. W. Scott, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Jones, J Mr. Piddington. 

Mr. George Weakley, of Hexham, examined. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday, 14th instant, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 14 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

A. W. Scott, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Jones, j Mr. Piddington, 

Mr. Weekes. 

Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 

That sufficient evidence has been taken for the purposes of this inquiry. 
That the Chairman do prepare a Draft Report for the consideration of the 
11  Committee. 

" 3. That a copy of the evidence taken before the Committee during the last and 
present Sessions be sent to each Member of the Committee." 

[Adjourned.] 

THURSDAY, 18 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Weekes, 
Mr. Piddington, Mr. White. 

Mr. Jones, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
The Chairman laid before the Committee a Draft Report. 
Draft Report read. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made and Question—" That this Report, as read, be the Report of the 

" Committee "—agreed to. 
And the Chairman (Mr. Jones) having then infOrmed the Committee that Mr. Scott 

would be unable to officiate again as permanent Chairman, and that, under the 45th section 
of the Standing Orders, every Report of a Committee must be signed by its Chairman,— 

Committee deliberated. 
Motion made (Mr. Piddington) and Question—" That Mr. Jones be appointed 

"Permanent Chairman of this Committee, in the room of Mr. Scott "—agreed to. 
Whereupon Chairman requested to report to the House. 

LIST, 
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1857. 

LIST OF WITNESSES. 

Tuesday, 17 November, 1857. 
J. Chambers, Esquire, Solicitor, East Maitkznd .................... 1 

Wednesday, 25 November, 1857. 
E. 0. Close, Esquire, senior, Morpeth.......................... 9 

Tuesday, I December, 1857. 
E. C. Close, Esquire, junior, J.P., Alorpeih ...................... 12  
W. Scott, Esquire, J.P., Hinton ............................ 16  

Wednesday, 9 December, 1857. 
J. A. Smith, Esquire, J.P., Morpeth .......................... 19 
A. Lang, Esquire, J. P., Maitland .......................... 22 

Wednesday, 16 December, 1857. 
A. Windeycr, Esquire, Raymond Terrace ........................ 24 

[Further Proceedings stopped by Prorogation.] 

1858. 

Tuesday, 22 June, 1858. 
Mr. Edward Sparke, junior, He.vham .......................... 1 
Mr. Joshua Anderson, West Mait lend ........................ 5 

Wednesday, 30 Jnne, 18.58. 
Mr. J. Neville, Raymond Terrace .......................... 9  
Mr. H. Macnamara, Raymond Terrace ........................ 13 

Tuesday, 6 July, 1858. 
Mr. George Weakley, Hexham ............................ 15  

1857. 

LIST OF APPENDIX. 

(To evidence given by Mr. B. C. Close, Senior, on 25 November, 1857.) 

APPENDIX. 

statement in writing submitted by Mr. E. C. Close, junior, J.P., to the Committee on the 
subject of drainage.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 11 

[Fur1ier Proceedings stopped by Prorogation.] 

333-c 
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1857. 

gtatib cuthip. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

TAKEN nEFORE 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON 

ALLUVIAL LANDS OF THE HUNTER. 

TUESDAY, 17 YOVEMBER, 1857. 

1Jrcnt :— 
MR. ARNOLD, MR. ROBERTSON, 
Mn. FLOOD, MR. SCOTT, 
MR. PIDDINGTON, Nit. WEEKES. 

J. ROBERTSON, ESQUIRE, IN THE CHAIR. 

Joseph Chambers, Esquire, Solicitor, of East Maitland, called in and examined 

By the Chairman: The Committee understand you have given some considerable attention J. Chambers, 
to the question of draining the alluvial lands of the Hunter? I have. Esr1. 
You have, I believe, drawn up a paper on that subject? I did, last evening. 
You reside in Maitland, I believe, and have been there some years? For the last fifteen 17 Nov., 187. 

or sixteen years. 
Have you had much opportunity of knowing the wishes of the people? I fancy I have 

upon this point. I believe I was the first person who, by correspondence in the local 
newspapers, drew attention to the matter. 
Will you be kind enough to let the Committee have the benefit of the paper you have 

drawn up? [The witness read the same, as follows 

" For many yehrs the want of an authorized system of drainage has been felt by the 
land proprietors of the District of the Lower Hunter; from time to time efforts have been 
made to carry out local drainage works, but they have been rendered abortive because there 
has not been unanimity of co-operation, and of late all attempts at drainage appear to have 
been abandoned as being, for the cause aforesaid, beyond realization. 

During the last fifteen years drainage operations have been extensively proceeded 
with in Great Britain, and I should imagine no better foundation could be desired for 
colonial legislation on the subject than that afforded by the English Statutes. 

I estimate that in the district before referred to (the Lower Hunter) there are not 
less than 150,000 acres of land liable to injury by occasional flood, of which upwards of 
50,00 acres are undrained swamp lands. It is chiefly in regard to the latter description of 
land that legislation is now sought by the gentlemen identifying themselves with the floods 
and drainage movement,—though, as regards the former, much good, it is hoped, may at 
the same time be achieved, as the drainage of different localities must, more or less, improve 
the natural course of drainage of the whole district. I would illustrate this by stating that 
there is no portion of the valley of the Hunter more liable to flood than certain lands on the 
bank of Wallis Creek; that creek enters the river at an acute angle against the stream, 
hence, when the river is swollen, even by ordinary rains, the water is driven up the creek 
and forced over on the low lands. Scientific survey might prove, that by slightly diverting the 
course of this creek, assisting the escape of its waters, and resisting the ingress of the river, 
several thousands of acres of the richest lands might be effectually drained and secured from 
ordinary flood. 

" The persons to whom, in these matters, authority is to be delegated should have a 
wide field of operation, as it is evident works constructed in one section of the district 
might affect, beneficially or injuriously, remote lands in another. To justify this view I 
would remark that in several places the owners of lands have heretofore cut drains from 

220—B back 
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J. Chambers, back swamps to the river, and have partially succeeded in draining off the water; but not 
sq. having provided the mouths of such drains with floodgates, or other means of stopping the 

influx of the river, these drains become channels for the river, when raised above its level, 
17 Nov., 1857. through which it rushes and inundates the back lands for many miles. In all the late floods 

the open drains at Albion Farm, on the Paterson River, received the waters which flowing 
up through them spread over and devastated the estates of Clifden, Woodville, Wollolong, 
Bowthorne, &c., &c., and eventually burst a passage into the Hunter River, at Osterley. 
As any merely local plans of drainage may thus be destroyed, or rendered useless by far 
distant causes, it appears to me advisable that the drainage of the whole basin of the Hunter 
should be under one authority; but that authority, from the nature of its operations, 
would have the assistance of the residents of each locality in which any work was to be 
accomplished. 

11  The Committee may not, however, be aware that in this matter there is some division, 
though no dissension, among the inhabitants of the Hunter River District. The late severe 
floods invaded the town of West Maitland so seriously that a number of gentlemen, 
believing that those identifying themselves with the present subject did not profess to adopt 
means to prevent damages by extraordinary flood, formed a body for that purpose. When, 
therefore, I state that the drainage of the entire district should be under one authority, I 
refer only to the operations now under consideration, and to the purposes for which this 
Committee was appointed, and I possess no authority to express any opinion respecting the 
wishes or intentions of the gentlemen referred to. 

This authority might consist of Commissioners appointed by the Executive; their 
numbers, powers, and remuneration, &c., are matters of detail, on which, perhaps, I am not 
asked to express an opinion. I may, however, be permitted to say, that I believe a small 
number, say three or five, with slight remuneration, will be found to work far better than 
would a large number, either with or without remuneration. 

"The modus 'perao cli, I conceive, would be somewhat as follows:— 
"When the landholders, or occupiers, of any locality desired to improve their land, by 

any system of drainage, they would memorialize the Commissioners, shelving the particulars 
of the lands to be drained, their interest in them, the manner proposed for effecting the 
work, the estimated expense, the estimated increase of value to the lands, &c., &c., &c., and 
requesting the Commissioners to investigate their proposal, giving security for the costs of 
such investigation. 

11  On the receipt of such memorial the Commissioners would give it publicity, and 
call for any objections, and would, on an appointed day, hear all parties interested, and 
determine whether the memorial could be complied with, and to what extent, or under what 
conditions; and their report, with plans and specifications, approved of by their own 
Surveyor, and an estimate of the cost, should then be sent in for the sanction of the 
Government. 

" Then, as to the mode of obtaining the requisite funds, the report would sufficiently 
inform the Government of the amount required, of the amount of annual rent charge 
proposed to be levied on the lands benefited by the works, and of the entire value of the lands 
to be charged as security; and power might be conceded to the Government, on their approval 
of the plan, to issue debentures to the amount required. I think such debentures would 
command a sale in the district they were issued for, and that a plan might be advantageously 
arranged for paying a very considerable portion of the outlay in debentures. 

To provide for the eventual payment of these debentures, the improved lands would 
be assessed by the Commissioners, and a rent charge collected therefrom and paid into the 
Treasury. In order to ensure equality in payment the Commissioners should have power to 
graduate the rent charge in proportion to the benefit obtained by the rent-payer; and, also, 
to vary, if necessary, the whole amount of assessment, so as to provide, as nearly as possible, 
for the payment of the exact sum due on the debentures. 

" If this course were followed, it appears to me the measure would have a fair and 
gradual trial without involving the Government in much responsibility. If the earlier 
operations of the Commissioners were found to be safe and successful, then further encou-
ragement could be given; if, on the other hand, the scheme did not meet the success 
anticipated, the Government could limit their liability by withholding further advances. 

" There would, of course, be an immense mass of detail to be worked up by the parties 
entrusted with the preparation of the Bill ; but, I presume, the present business of the 
Committee does not lead them to consider it." 

fi. It appears, from the very able paper you have read, that the difficulty you have found in 
this matter of the drainage of land has arisen from the want of means of enforcing unanimity 
of operations; and I think, in the latter part of your paper, you recommend one general 
scheme for a certain district on the Hunter. Will you be kind enough to say whether, in 
your opinion, it would be better to have separate Commissions for each bank of the river. 
It appears to me that on each bank of the river—assuming that the water overflows at any 
given point on the one bank of the river—it would run down many miles behind the banks, 
as it were, on the level land. This I may look upon as one basin; so, also, on the other side 
of the river? I think if there be any division of authority there must be a clashing of 
interests, for this reason : If, for instance, the first locality which I indicated, if the mouth 
of Wallis Creek, which now receives the waters of the Hunter and carries them into the back 
lands, were in any way stopped, no doubt the water on the opposite side of the river would 
be raised up some few feet, or inches, as the case might be ; and then you would have the 
drainage authorities on the left bank of the river opposing those on the right. It strikes me 
that the only effectual way of procedure would be to have one Commission for the manage-
ment of the whole basin of the Hunter, who would do the "greatest good to the greatest 
number," without being influenced by mere local interests. 
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You- say the main object of the movement is the reclaiming of some 50,000 acres of J. Chamberø, 
what you call swamp-land--do I understand you to mean, when you speak of swamp-land, Esq. 

land that has never been under cultivation? Yes; or which has been abandoned as 
impracticable to cultivate. 1 may mention the farm of Mr. Jones Smith; be has some two 17 Nov., 185 
or three hundred acres of land which are flooded two or three times a year; and there are 
many others in the same condition. 
Yen do not consider it desirable, then, to take a section which has been for many years 

under cultivation—say South Park? I think, in such a ease as that of South Park, the 
Commissioners should have authority to put floodgates at Wallis Creek, if deemed to be 
advisable; but I think what we know as South Park—which was formerly known as Lachian 
Swamp—has been so far secured by ordinary drainage that crops are seldom lost upon it. 
In drawing a distinction between the 100,000 acres and the 150,000, acres do you wish it 

to be understood that the object of the movement was not to withdraw from liability to 
injury from flood the lands that may be under water after a great fresh—. do you mean that 
this land should not come under the operation of the measures to be taken, but only 
hopeless swamps? In my opinion the drainage of several localities must effect a great 
improvement upon the whole natural system of drainage of the Hunter. The persons with 
whom I act do not profess to save the country from extraordinary floods, but merely to drain 
such lands as are now uncultivated in consequence of water lying on them; at the same 
time, no doubt their operations will save many farms which, though now looked upon as 
comparatively safe, are sometimes flooded. 
You have spoken of Wallis Creek—if the mouth of that were dammed up, would it not 

endanger West Maitland ? I think not; and when I said that it should be dammed across, 
I also said there should be floodgates, so as to cause the back-water to flow out. I say, 
" scientific survey might prove that by slightly diverting the course of this creek, assisting 
" the escape of its waters, and resisting the ingress of the river, several thousands of acres of 
the richest land might be effectually drained and secured from ordinary flood." What the 
Committee want is authority to have scientific surveys, and to do such work in such manner 
as scientific authorities might pronounce to be necessary. 
if I understood you rightly, you contemplate that the debentures you speak of should be 

secured upon the public revenue—do you think the public revenue can properly be used for 
that purpose? I imagine that the first operations of the Commissioners, which would test 
the practicability of this undertaking, would be really so small that there would be no great 
responsibility. In England, for many years, the Government have raised large sums for the 
purpose of drainage, and, therefore, I do not see any great impropriety in asking the Colonial. 
Government to assist in a trifling degree in the same direction. 
Is there any considerable portion of these swamps still remaining in the hands of the 

Government? No, I think not; but part of the reserved land of the town is now a useless 
swamp—I should say nearl.y 200 acres. There may be difficulties arise, but of course they 
will be matter of detail. With respect to the Church and School Lands, for instance, they 
are alienated for many years—the leases having some twenty years. to run—and of course it 
would be hard to make the Church and School authorities pay for the improvement of their 
land, the benefit from which they would not derive until the end of those leases; in such a 
case they should have the power either to raise the rent or enforce payment of the assessment, 
or a due proportion thereof, from the tenaHt. 

Is there any considerable portion of the 50,000 acres Church and School Lands? I 
should say out of the 50,000 two or three thousand are liable to flood. 

By .JIr. -Scotm': I think you have stated that there are about 150,000 acres either in 
cultivation or fit to be cultivated? Yes, liable to,  extraordiflary floods—I mean, that during 
the late severe floods there were upwards of 150,000 acres covered, with water. 
50,000 of which you consider generally unfit for cultivation, from its low situation? 

Yes. 
100,000 generally in cultivation, but sabject to injury from extraordinary floods? Yc. 
Do you know the fall of the lImiter? No, I do not. 
From West Maitiand to Newcastle? I have been told that the height of water at West 

Maitlamid, compared with the height of water at Newcastle, in the ordinary condition of the 
river, does not 'exceed four or five feet. 
Can you state from the flood-mark at West ilaitlancl, how many feet the water rose there 

at the highest point of the flood? No. 
Are you able to state the height at Morpeth, Hexham, or Newcastle? No; those were 

statistics which did not necessarily interest the Committee in their present movements, and 
as I was not aware that I should, be required to give evidence upon these points, I have not. 
provided myself with information. 

Will you state what Committee you refer to? The Floods and Drainage Oommittes, to 
which I am Acting Secretary. 
In your opinion, would one large main, drain below Morpeth, or entering the river at the 

Paterson, be preferable to having smaller ones leading into the river? I ama unable to give 
an opinion—it would be a more opinion of no value; but I imagine that, by straightening 
the course of the river by large drains, the liability to flood would be considerably lessened. 
Do you not think, since these floods have occurred, that it would be better if possible for 

the Committee to devise some plans to prevent the ravage, of these immense floods, as well as 
to benefit these particular lands? That question involves a very nice one as to how far it. 
would be necessary for the drainage of these estates to secure, in the first instance, the main 
drainage I imagine that no system of drainage that could be adopted by the Floods and 
Drainage Committee could protect the country from the enormous floods that have lately 
swept through the valley of the Hunter. I think an entire system, and no doubt a very 
expensive system, of drainage, must be entered into before the valley of the Hunter could be 
protected from such enormous floods. 
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J. Chambers, 24. You are perhaps aware that the fall of the river is about a foot in a mile? I know- 
Esq. there is a considerable fall. 
---- 25. The highest mark at Maitland was twenty-six or twenty-seven feet above the bed of the 

17 Nov., 1857. river? Somewhere about that. At Hexham it rose, as I can inform the Committee, about 
four feet nine inches, and at Newcastle it did not rise above six inches. I take it that 
arises from the immense body of water forced down, and the circuitous course of the river; 
because I know Mr. Adams took the height of the river at the commencement of a wide bend, 
and then crossed and took the height on the other returning side of the bend, and found si 
or seven feet difference in the height of the water within a distance of two or three miles. 
With that important fact before you, do you not think it would be desirable to straighteiT 

the channel by means of one straight drain? I think that is the only way by which an 
extraordinary flood would be carried off. 
An extraordinary flood would have nearly the same action as an ordinary flood? Ordinary 

floods with us are rather frequent, and it is these that prevent these 50,000 acres of land 
being brought into cultivation. 
By straightening the river you would prevent that rise? Very probably the straightening 

the course of the river would have that effect; but that is a question rather for a professional 
engineer than for me to hazard an opinion upon. 
You have never taken into your consideration what would be the effect upon the lands 

above and below if all these large drains were completed ? No; but I should not imagine 
it would increase their liability to flood. I think the water falling from the Lower Hunter 
would be cleared away before that from the Upper Hunter would come clown. I should 
imagine that by facilitating the drainage of the river, there would be no liability to inundate 
the lower parts of the river. 
80. I presume, then, that your opinion is that this larger or main drain, with branch drains 
into that, or into the river, would be preferable to the plan first proposed, if it could be carried 
out at a reasonable cost? We propose no plan; we simply seek authority to have scientific 
surveys of lands lying waste from liability to ordinary floods. The plan you suggest might be a 
plan which persons of science might say was a feasible one; I propose no system of drainage. 
As to embanking the river? I believe that is given up by all reasonable persons. 
By Mr. Wekes: This scheme you have propounded aims at something more than mere 

protection from floods? Yes; it is for the purpose of bringing into cultivation, and securing 
from floods, lands which now lie unproductive, on account of their liability to common floods. 
Does it also eontemplete a system by which lands now lying in a state of swamp may be 

reclaimed and brought into use? It would be impossible to carry out the one object without 
in some way effecting the other. I fancy that the operations of the Committee in draining 
small sections of land must materially effect the drainage of the whole course of the Hunter, 
and must improve these lands. It would be useless to have this drainage into the Hunter, 
which is, of course, the common drain of the whole district, if that main drain were not, in a 
measure, secured from bursting up into the made drains. 
You think the operation of this Committee should embrace not only the securing lands 

which, in ordinary times, are safe from the operation of floods, but the reclaiming of lands 
constantly in a state of marsh ? Yes 
Would you make the rate or contribution compulsory? Yes, I would. Directly a certain 

number of landholders—aad the Committee or the Legislature should fix the nuunber—joined 
in a memorial to the Commissioners, I would take it that a certain majority, to be named, 
should govern the minority; it is in this that the difliculty has hitherto existed. A number 
of persons have been desirous to join in a system for the drainage of their estates, but, because 
one person has chosen to hold out, the whole affair has necessarily been abandoned. What 
is needed is the power to drain through the lands of persons who are unwilling where the 
majority of the landholders in the locality deem it necessary. 
Do you not think it possible, in carrying out this mode of drainage, that although it 

might preserve and improve large portions of land, it might also deteriorate other lands, by a 
system of drainage which might relieve some lands of an excess of moisture, might not 
adjoining lands having only a sufficient quantity of moisture be injured? No, I think not; 
I think you could not injure other lands. 
How would you propose it should operate ;—take the case of Maitland, where it would 

benefit the town as well as the adjoining country—would you make the taxation fall upon 
the town's people in any shape? Yes. I should imagine that the operations of this body 
should be such that if the majority of the inhabitants of any district considered, (and their 
opinion were supported by scientific survey), that a system of drainage would benefit their 
lands, they should have the benefit to come within the operations of the Commissioners. 
Do you not think that, although you might have the means of levying a rate upon 

agricultural lands, it would be a very difficult task to regulate the proportion due from towns? 
I think it would be very difficult, but I apprehend that the Commissioners would not be called 
upon to enter upon such large matters as that until the thing were fairly tried. If it were 
found that their operations were successful, I do not see why they should hesitate to go into 
these large affairs, such as the protection of the town from floods. Certainly I should not 
advise them to commence their career by so large an undertaking as that of attempting to 
save the town of West Maitland from flood. 
The damage done by a flood in a town like West Maitland is very arbitrary; it may 

overwhelm one house and not affect another? That would have to be determined by the 
authorities. I think the same operations would answer for towns as for country. 
Do you think any mode could be devised by which the lands themselves that were 

brought under the operation of this project could be made security for the debentures? Yes. 
Do you think debentures on that security would be current? I think so; but I do not 

think thQ tovenment ought to shrink from also securing them to the public, to a small 
amount, 
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As in municipal loans, they are supposcd to be secured by the entire value of the J Chambers, 
property of the city? I take it that it would be something upon the principle of the Corn- Esq. 

missioners of Roads or other public works, who have the right to borrow to the amount of 
double or three times the value of the annual tolls collected. Now, I imagine, that upon 17 Nov., 1857. 

something of the same principle the Commissioners could pledge to the Government their-
tolls, assessment, or rent charges to be collected. 
Do you think it would be a fair proposition that the lands brought under the operation 

of this project should be pledged for the money raised to improve them ? I think it would 
be fair; but, at the same time, I think it would he very likely to deter persons from 
encouraging the operation. 
Would not that then be asking the Government to undertake what the persons most 

interested would shrink from? I do not say they would shrink from it, but I think a man 
would hesitate to charge his estate with £1,000 as a primary claim upon it, although he would 
not hesitate to make it a rent charge, because in the one case he would only be pledged to a 
certain annual payment, but in the other he might be suddenly called upon to pay a large 
sum which he could not meet. 
Do you think debentures, secured upon the land in the way I have suggested, would be 

taken readfly by parties in the district, knowing the security? Yes, I think they would. 
40. D; you contemplate any system of irrigation as well as of drainage? I think it would 
be advisable. 
By Mr. Arnold: Do you think that a sufficient encouragement would not be given to 

the formation of an extensive system of drainage without the advance of money from the 
Government, or the lending of their credit in order to obtain the advance? I think that 
the large fund required for the purpose would be too much to ask the people to advance. A 
very simple course of drainage would, no doubt, cost five or six hundred

'
or perhaps a thousand 

pounds. To raise that amount of actual cash among the inhabitants would require perhaps 
a great effort, whereas by means of debentures, which I think would be current in the 
neighbourhood, Government would not be called upon to pay cash, and the inhabitants would be 
called upon to pay only the annual rent charge, which they would never feel. A tenant 
who has been distressed for years by losing his crops would not be in a position to subscribe 
£40 or £50 to secure a system of drainage which he might not himself approve, or not have 
the knowledge to understand. 
Would not the main object of the interference of the Legislature be to compel con-

tributions towards any particular work in proportion to the benefit conferred upon particular 
lands? Yes, an annual or half-yearly contribution, in proportion to the benefit received; 
those lands entirely saved from the floods would be assessed by the Commissioners at a 
higher rate than those partially relieved. 
Does not the great hinclerance to drainage works beihg carried out by private individuals 

arise from the inability to compel contributions from parties who derive advantage from the 
works? Yes; and also from the inability to keep open drains upon other persons lands. It 
is the want of unanimity and co-operation that prevents any system being carried out. 
Have not many large drainage works been constructed by priiate individuals, for the 

benefit of their own properties? Yes. There may be swamps through which a drain may 
be cut to the river, which may be a benefit to the swamp, but none to the adjoining lands; 
indeed, in case of floods these become dangerous, by the water rushing up and inundating 
the adjoining lands. The law should enable the Commissioners to make the parties secure 
these drains. 
Does not one great difficulty in constructing the drainage works by private individuals 

arise from those persons not having any power to construct their drains through other lands 
than their own? Yes. In many cases the natural drainage passes along land in the occu-
pation of other persons, and those who are the greatest sufferers have no means of relieving 
themselves. 
One of the provisions of the Act youwould propose, would be to enable any proprietor 

to have the means of draining through the lands of other persons? Yes. 
Do you not think the end you have in view would be sufficiently attained if means were 

provided to enable private individuals constructing drains for the protection of their own 
lands to enforce a contribution rateably from all others who might be benefited by those 
drains, and to construct these drains through any land which would ofler the greatest facility 
for their construction? I think it would; but I think it would be dangerous to make these 
private acts; because a wealthy proprietor might insist upon a course of drainage which 
would be ruinous to a poorer one. 
Might not the works be done by means of Commissioners? That is almost the system 

I propose. 
Excepting this—that it would not involve the necessity of a grant of public money? I 

think even without the public money we might do it; of course it would then be the fault 
of the Legislature if it were inoperative. I think in a trifling operation, say of £5,000 or 
£6,000, there would be no harm in granting authority to issue debentures to that amount, 
which would test the matter. The principle, I think, cannot be wrong, when we find that 
from the 5th Victoria to the present time—now fifteen years —the English Parliament 
have constantly made grants to Commissioners for drainage. 
I suppose, however, you would not make all the grants made in England precedents for 

us? No. 
Do you not think there would be a willingness on the part of private proprietors to 

undertake the work of drainage, and to depend for payment of the outlay upon the amount 
of benefit they would derive from it—do you not think that would be the best guarantee for 
the carrying out of this work? I think it would come within the terms of this plan, that 
where no private persons could be found to subscribe the :ecessary money Government 
might step in; but I would give the Commissioners powef to deal with private acts of 
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J. Oh'uithers, drainage. One or two clauses in the Bill might provide, that where private persons, without 
Esq. borrowing money of the Government, were willing to subscribe sufficient to effect any certain 

- " s work, the Commissioners might receive the amount, have the work performed, and repay the 
17 Nov., 1857, subscribers from the assessment collected. 

58. In the case of a private proprietor undertaking a work in the way suggested, he would 
then depend entirely upon the work effecting the purpose for which be constructed it; and 
if it failed, he would then have spent his money for no purpose; but in the case of Govern-
ment advancing the money and the work failing, who would then bear the loss? In such a 
case, all would depend upon the science, skill, and ability brought to bear upon the subject. 
If the Government or individuals take the best means at command to ascertain the most 
efficient mode of carrying out an object, they are not to be blamed if they fail. I think the 
individuals should pay, whether it were a failure 'or not. 
-59. Even those who have protested against the selene? Yes, provided they wore the 
minority; I think the minority should give way to the majority. 
'€0. In the case of a private proprietor paying for the work, you would make his re-payment 
depend upon the success of his work? Not if he acts through the Commissioners. 

Then, in fact, you would not make the payment of the proprietor depend upon the 
amount of benefit derived? No; but upon the amount of benefit previously estimated; 
for, if we could fancy that nothing but good would result from the operations of 
the Commissioners, then I apprehend the Government would not hesitate to advance the 
necessary funds. 

Flow would you recommend that the Commissioners should determine whether a work 
should be undertaken or not? Firstly,—a large majority of all the parties interested should 
express a desire that the work should be done, and should place before the Commissioners 
surveys made by competent persons; secondly,—these surveys should be tested and approved 
by the Surveyor to the Commissioners; thirdly,—the Commissioners themselves should 
bear all pros and cons, and should approve the plan ; and, fonrthly,—this plan should 
be submitted for the sanction of Government; and I think these four judgments of the 
reasonableness of it would be sufficient to justify the Commissioners in believing that they 
were taking all the necessary precautions. 

Then you think it objectionable to make the success of a work the test of its merit? 
Yes, provided all reasonable means had been taken before for endeavouring to ascertain the 
results. 

Would not the result be this, that where a work failed in the first place, an adjoining 
proprietor might have his lands ruined by the operation of a system which be himself dis-
approved, and afterwards be called upon to contribute towards the amount expended in ruin-
ing him ? In all great good there must be some eases of individual evil, and while the world 
stands it will be impossible to avoid that. 

If you made the success of the work the condition of requiring the contributions of 
-persons, they would then pay only for the benefit they actually received? You must throw 
the loss upon some one. 

I would throw it upon the person undertaking it; be should do it at his own risk? If it 
were done by the Commissioners, at the request of the parties, and after all deliberation, they 
would do it for the public good, and, in my opinion, ought not to suffer. 
Do you not think if the power to compel contributions were made dependent upon success, 

it would make people cautious how they undertook works of that kind? It would make 
-them more fearful, perhaps, than cautious, in attempting to improve their own estates, and 
it would create, perhaps, an evil desire in some to deprecate really useful.works, in order that 
they might avoid the payment of their proportion of the cost. 
Do you not know that one of the practical evils of allowing persons to construct drains 

without legislative interference has been that those drains have often led to the flooding of 
land instead of its drainage, in consequence of their having no flood gates? Yes; and also 
by cutting through the high land, which, generally, in this country, you find on the banks 
of the rivers. Many of the floods in the Paterson would not have gone on the back lands 
but for this mischievous system of drainage. 

With regard to any drainage which affected the value of town property, might not the 
difficulty suggested by Mr. Weekes be got rid of if the cost of it were made a charge upon a 
municipal body? It might be got rid of by an assessment upon the entire property, instead 
of uponindividuals, and the municipal authorities might afterwards arrange, in their own 
own departments, how the assessment should be proportioned. 

By Mr. Piciclingion: I think your proposal contemplates some description of incorporated 
body, or an organised body appointed by Government? Yes. 

I think you state that, in your opinion, some 50,000 acres of swamp land are usually 
under water, or exposed to water to such an extent that they are not capable of being culti-
vated? I believe upwards of 50,000. 
1 wish to know, distinctly, whether these 50,000 acres are the property of one individual 

or of a considerable number of proprietors? Of a considerable number. 
Then your plan contemplates a general assessment upon this considerable number of 

proprietors of these 50,000 acres? Yes. 
Would it not increase the expense of engineering and scientific assistance very much if 

the area or extent of land which you propose to reclaim were limited very considerably in 
the quantity you name as the gross amount? I think not. The Commissioners would, of 
course, be bound to make different systems of drainage. The drainage of some estates would 
not cost more than £20, £30, or £40. 
I do not think you understand my question my question is directed to the preferable 

economy of a larger quantity of land being placed under the control of officers, some one of 
whom should be a scientific man, to setting up a number of separate incorporated bodies for 
the management of smaller quantities? I fancy there should be but one authority. 
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One, advantage of that would be the more economical working of the system? Yes, most J. Chambers, 
assuredly; and I think while I am on that point, though perhaps I have no right to offer Esq. 

the suggestion, there are gentlemen living in the locality who would act as Commissioners ' s  

without any wish of large remuneration; and I can venture to say that they could have 17 Nov., 1857. 
clerical assistance without any desire for remuneration. 

Although you have alluded to the fact that 150,000 acres have been covered with 
water during the late floods, neither your scheme nor the object of the Committee, points to 
any way of protecting the low lands of the Hunter from extraordinary floods? We look 
upan it as almost impracticable. The works that would be necessary for that purpose would 
be so enormous, that without Government aid it would impossible to carry them out. It did 
not seem desirable to the Floods and Drainage Committee to apply to the Government for 
that larger amount, or for any amount which it did not propose to repay. 

The impediments in the way of the adoption Qf such a plan as that proposed by the 
Committee, are not merely the want of co-operation as respects the power of compelling per-
sons to contribute, but also the amount of money to be raised in the first instance. My 
question refers to this:—your scheme implies the necessity of raising a large sum of money, 
which you do not propose to raise in lump sums of the individual proprietors, but in their 
names? I propose that for each work there should be an authority from the Executive 
Government to issue the estimated amount in debentures; by an order of the Legislature, 
there should be a general authority to issue, say £5,000 or £6,000 in debentures; then, when-
ever a scheme was approved by the Commissioners and the Government, the Treasury might 
have the authority to issue debentures to the amount estimated for the works. But when 
the amount limited by the Legislature was expended, then before any further sum could be 
paid the matter should come before the Legislature for new discussion, and if the operations 
of the Commissioners were not found to answer, no further assistance sinuld be granted. 

There are different portions of land belonging to different proprietors ? Yes. 
To reclaim that land would cost a considerable sum ? Yes. 
Do you propose to raise that sum by making parties contribute lump sums of money, 

sufficient for the purpose, or to raise it by loan, by aid of the credit of the Corporation, or 
of that credit guaranteed by Government, or do you mean to defray it by assessment? 
I propose to raise the amount originally by loan from the Government, by debentures, to be 
paid off in a series of years. I think those who suffer most from the floods are the poorest, 
and that it would be impossible for them to raise any large amount of money. Those whose 
lands are the most liable to flood are in a great measure impoverished, and, therefore, this, 
owing to the recent floods, would be the worst possible time to ask them for a contribution; 
but the best possible time to move the Government to a consideration of this subject. 

Supposing the Commissioners of Drainage were appointed, I presume your scheme 
contemplates that they should have the control of a considerable portion of low land? Yes. 

It will be for them to determine, after scientific investigation, the amount of money that 
would be necessary to reclaim that land? Yes. 

And for them to determine the detail of payments to be made by individual proprietors? 
Yes. 

They will also have authority to assess the land? Yes. 
Can you see any objection to these Commissioners asking the Government to guarantee 

any loan that may be necessary, providing the Government are satisfied of the security of the 
assessment and of the means afforded by the Commissioners of repayment to the Government 
of the loan they borrow? I see no objection; and, moreover, I think the English Govern-
ment have given precedents in the same way during the last fifteen years. 

Are there not many precedents to be found in the British Statute-book where the 
British Government have guaranteed the repayment of loans in a similar manner? Yes, 
some fifteen or sixteen. 

Do you not think if the Commissioners, or such organized body as you might suggest, 
were successful in obtaining a Government guarantee, the loan required to be raised would be 
very much less burdensome, with the interest to be paid upon it, than if they had to borrow 
upon their own credit? Yes, niuch less. 

To the extent of that relief, would it not be a great assistance to the inhabitants of the 
district? Yes; I think it would be a very great pecuniary assistance to the inhabitants of 
the district. Of course the farmers would do a great deal of the work themselves, for which 
they would receive payment, their land would be greatly improved, and the small annual charge 
would be cheerfully paid. 

Suppose the Commissioners requIred to raise, for the purposes of drainage, £30,000, 
what, in your opinion, would be the amount of interest they would have to pay, provided 
they had no Government guarantee to offer? That would be more a question for a bank 
director; but I should imagine eight per cent. 

And, at the present time, Government can borrow money for a little more than five per 
cent.? Yes; but I imagine the Commissioners would have to pay a much higher per 
centage if the Government did not aid them. 

You think, as I understand, that the difference between the interest an incorporated 
body would have to pay, with and without a Government guarantee, would be about three 
per cent? Yes. 

Do you think it possible, if Government debentures were issued, that parties in the 
neighbourhood of these improvements would take them as an investment, considering that 
they would bear interest? Yes; I think landlords who would wish their estates to be 
drained would cheerfully take them from the Commissioners as investments; and if issued 
for small sums, say; £10, would obtain a large circulation. 

Bi the Gha&mau: In answering a question of Mr. Weekes' you made some statement 
of this kind,—that the inhabitants of a town should have the same rates as those of a 
distriet,_.-but I presume you mean not the inhabitants but the landed proprietary? Yes 
the landed proprietors, or occupiers—.those interested. 95. 
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J. Chambers, 95. In answer to a question of Mr. Arnold's, where he raised a doubt as to whether it would 
Esq. be right of the Government to raise money for this purpose from the public revenue, you 

said £5,000 or £6,000 would be a small matter, and would not be very objectionable, and 
17 Nov., 18,57. might stop there—I would ask whether that might not create great dissatisfaction, and give 

rise to a suspicion of favouritism, as some might get a greater share of the £5,000, and the 
others be dissatisfied ? I think not; I think the Commissioners would begin their operations 
with some small work which they would be satisfied would have a beneficial result, and 
which might be very inexpensive. There are many localities where, by a very simple 
course of drainage, the lands might he saved from inundation; and I have no doubt the 
early operations of the Commissioners would he confined to those localities. 
I presume, although you recommend there being one authority for the whole district, 

you contemplate that the money intended to be raised for any specific work should be raised 
from the proprietors of land in that district? Yes. 

By Mi'. Scolt: In reply to a question from Mr. Weekes, you stated that one of the 
objects of your Committee was the drainage of swamps, to bring them into cultivation ? Yes, 

the swamp lands, 
You surely do not mean to suggest that all swamp lands should be subject to that 

operation, provided those lands were wide apart and did not interfere with any neighbour-
ing lands? If the proprietors desired it, and were prepared to pledge their lands for the 

asssment. 
Take, for example, Ash Island, which belongs to myself—would you suggest any plan 

by which I should be compelled to drain that land? No, certainly not, it could only be on 
your own application. 

You merely refer to such places as Miller's Forest, where, if one person refuses to have 
his lands drained, it may injure his neighbour's property ? Yes, Miller's Forest is all in 
cultivation; but I imagine that it would also extend to such a place as Wentworth's Swamp, 
near Hexham, where there are a number of grantees and occupants, but no cultivation, from 
the undrained condition of the land. 

But supposing Wentworth's Swamp belonged to any one proprietor, the public would 
have no right to say to him, "you shall have your lands drained" ? Certainly not—unless 
perhaps he had leased it for a long term; but it should be a matter for the Commissioners to 
adjust the rights of the occupiers, and those of the proprietors, for, under the Church and 
School leases, the occupiers are largely interested, although the land belongs to one proprietor, 
and they should be entitled to relief. 

I believe you stated before that the two schemes now proposed, that of the minor 
drainage, and of the other, could be dove-tailed? I think they do of necessity dove-tail. 
I think if they could both be carried on under one authority it would be best; but yet they 
are distinct: the one meditates the drainage of localities and reimbursement to the Govern-
ment of all grants in aid, the other implies a great public work at the public cost; they 
dove-tail only, inasmuch as the completion of the former must tend to render the latter more 
practicable,—but one commission could very properly attend to both. 

You think the expenses of the minor drainage the proprietors could pay? Yes. 
But you think the Government ought to bear the expense of the heavier one? I do 

not think the people would be so immediately interested in that, and the expense would be 
so very great. 

By il". Arnold: You propose that Commissioners should be appointed, who should 
have the power of determining with regard to any proposed drainage, in the first place, 
whether the work were a desirable one to undertake? Yes. 

They should have the power to determine the direction of the drain? Yes. I submit, 
first of a11, that the parties who apply for any system of drainage, shall lay the fullest 
information before the Commissioners, setting out the plans and the proposed cost, then that 
the Commissioners shall call for objections; that there shall lip a public meeting, and the 
matters be argued, and that then the plans shall be submitted again for the approval of the 
Commissioners' officer, and then, before it be finally confirmed, it shall go before the 

Government. 
They should have the direction of floodgates, culverts, bridges, and everything of that 

sort connected with the drains, and also the power of determining the contributions to be 
made by the different individuals affected by the drains? Yes. 

This, I suppose, it will be admitted would be a very arbitrary power? Yes, but it would 
be sanctioned of course by the large majority of the parties interested, before it was called 

into action. 
Would you propose that there should be any appeal from the decision of the Com-

missioners? I think, seeing that the Commissioners could only move under authority of a 
majority, and would be compelled, after approving of any scheme, to get the sanction of the 
Government, the power would not be so arbitrary as it seems; but I think there might be 
an appeal to the Government. 

Do you think ,in appeal to a local jury would be desirable, such jury to be summonablc 
by the Commissioners themselves? That is certainly a new feature. 

Supposing any parties were dissatisfied with the decision of the Commissioners, they 
should have the right to appeal to a local jury, to be summoned by the. Commissioners? 
I think there would be no objection to that. I think the Commissioners should be placed in 
such a position as that none of their acts should be looked upon as arbitrary; the people 
should have every opportunity of bringing all the pros and cons before them, and they should 

not act until every precaution had been taken, that no injustice should be done, and then 
only under the wishes of those interested. 
112 You arrive at the conclusion, that it would be better to call upon the landholder to 
contribute according to the benefit expected, rather than to that derived? Yes. 
113. You propose that the Government in advancing money should take the lands affected 
by the drainage as security for the advance? Yes. 114. 
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That would place the Government in the position of a mortgagee? Somewhat; but I J. Chambers, 
imagine that the security would not extend beyond the annual quit rent. Esq. 

That is supposing Government could borrow money upon interminable debentures? 
They would not be in terminable debentures; the rent charge would be levied with the view of 17 Nov., 1857. 

meeting the debentures by the time required: for instance, the rent charge of seven per cent. 
would, at compound interest, pay off the debt in about ten years. I think without such interest 
eleven or twelve per cent. might be necessary, but much would depend on the costs of the 
establishment, &c. 

By the way of terminable annuities? Yes. 
I suppose you will admit that there is an objection to Government becoming the 

mortgagee of private lands? Yes, but the Government would no more be mortgagees than 
under the former quit-rent system. The proprietor's title to the land would be in no manner 
interfered with. 

The ground, however, upon which you would justify the Government in advancing 
money for the purposes of drainage is, that it would improve the land? Yes. 

Would you think the Government were justified in obtaining a loan for the improve-
ment of land in any other way than by drainage,—for instance, by irrigation or clearing? 
I fancy they might, if they thought they would be secure. It is done constantly in opening 
up roads, by which the adjoining lands are improved, and in a variety of other ways. I see. 
no difference in principle in cutting a road over a mountain, to get to cultivation land, or 
draining off water to get to it. 

WEDHESDAY, 25 I%TOVEMBER, 1857. 

jrtent :— 

Mn. TtOBERTSON, MR. WEEKES, 
MR. HAY, I MR. JONES. 

JOHN ROBERTSON, ESQUIRE, IN THE CHAIR. 

Edward Charles Close, Esq., called in and examined. 

11. By the Cllaivrnan : You have, I believe, been many years in the Colony? Forty years. E. C. Close, 
2. A great portion of that time you have resided at Morpeth? Thirty-six years. Esq. 

.3. During that period you have possessed a large quantity of land in that neighbourhood?' 
I have had it granted to me in portions, at different times, amounting altogether to 2,640 25 Nov., 1857. 

acres. 
A considerable portion of that land is subject to flood? About five hundred acres. 
Hence it has been, to some extent, a kind of necessity with you, for years past, to consider 

the matter of drainage? I have often had the subject forced on my attention. 
Has much injury accrued to your property from want of drainage? A great deal. 
You heard the evidence of Mr. Chambers, at our last meeting, and you also heard that 

gentleman read a paper on the subject of draining the swampy lands along the banks of the 
Hunter,—do you agree, generally, with Mr. Chambers' views? I think he is very sanguine 
on the matter. He was the originator, so far as I am aware, of the movement which has 
taken place on the subject. 
Having upon your mind Mr. Chambers' evidence, could you stale to the Committee 

wherein you disagree with that evidence? Certainly. I am not so sanguine as be is, by 
any means. I was led iQto his views on the first broaching of the question; but after the 
floods came I abandoned all idea of the thing, because I thought the damage done by these 
floods, whenever they came, would completely derange any system of drainage that we can 
adopt. 
Your views are much changed as to the advantages to be derived from the adoption of any 

plan of draining these swamps? Quite. I thought at first it was much easier than it is 
likely to be. 
Do you think your present view of the matter has become widely spread among pro-

prietors of land? I do not know. There is another thing which has operated in my mind 
against the thing, namely, the very low situations of these swamps; the generality of them 
are bclow low-water level, so that it would take a very expensive process to empty them. 
It would all have to be done by pumping, and that, when these places are fed from the 
adjoining hills, and so forth, would almost insure its being carried away every time there, was 
a flood, because the pressure of water would be so great on the outlets that it would carry 
everything before it, I think. 
Then you are of opinion that it is scarcely desirable to take any action in the matter? 

I think it could not be done without a very expensive process, and the result would be very 
questionable. 
Your son, Mr. Edward Close, junior, has paid some attention to this subject? Yes; he' 

is more sanguine—more of Mr. Chambers' way of thinking—than I am. 
He has had considerable experience of these swamps? Yes; he has been in 'the district 

all his life. 
1 presume be has thought much on the question? He has thought a great deal upon it. 
I understand you have a paper, drawn up by your son, which would make the Committee 

acquainted with his views ? I have. (The Witness handed in the same. Vide Appendix.) 
You disagree with your son on the matter? 1 do not go the whole length with him. 

He speaks of three kinds of drainage—one of which is by floodgates. I cannot see how 
floodgates would answer at all; because, if it were worked in that way, an immense amount 
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H. C. Close, of drift would be sent out into the river by these outlets that would choke the navigation of 
Esq. the river. I think if these lands are to be drained at all it must be by pumping, and 

then nothing but pure water would be thrown into the river. 
25 Nov., 1857. 17. It appears to me that your difference with your son and Mr. Chambers is not a matter 

of degree; you believe that it cannot be done without pumping, and that the pumping would 
fail in times of flood, and hence that it would be wrong to make any effort in the matter—
they they think otherwise? They think otherwise. 
By Mr. Weekes : When you say the last flood satisfied you that a system of drainage 

was not practiacble, did you state that with reference to your own particular property, or 
generally with regard to all flooded lands? Generally, I should say. Supposing all the 
settlers from Morpeth to Ash Island have these drains cut, and the whole machinery is in 
motion, one of these floods comes and washes all the drains away and everything before it. 
The land is not merely flooded with its own water, which it could carry off gradually, but 
when these superincumbent waters come they carry everything before them; so that all the 
work would have to be done afresh. 
Do you think any system could be devised by which the floods could be in a measure 

controlled ? That I think is entirely out of oui power. Straightening the rivers, or 
opening an immense space to let the flood water run into the sea, are out of the question, I 
think. 
Then you think, from the overpowering character of the floods to which the Hunter 

River District is liable, that no system of drainage would be effective? I think not. In 
some places—South Park for instance—it could be done well enough; because, if a flood-
gate were carried away it would only fill up a small portion of the creek, but would not 
affect the navigation of the river; but where all the outlets are to be into the river it 
would be a very serious business. Where all these places burst they would form sand banks. 
Have you tried any system of drainage for your own submerged land? I have had the 

levels tried by Mr. Maitland, and I think he found that two feet nine inches above high 
water mark is the present level of Mr. Eales' and my swamp, and that it would take about 
three-quarters of a mile of drainage to get to the river. But, if I got to the river and 
created one of these sand banks, I might be liable to prosecution. 
By Mr. Hay: Where is that swamp? It is below Morpeth. It would have to have a 

a ditch of considerable depth in the first instance, and that would throw it completely below 
the level of the water. 
Of what extent is your swamp? About five hundred acres, I think. 
And Mr. Eales' ? Two or three hundred acres. He lets out the water from his by what 

they call Duck Creek, and I understood be was going to attempt a system of drainage by 
making it with an immense surface, so that the same quantity of water might pass over a greater 
space without requiring depth. He talked about forty feet of width; but the expense of 
such a thing as that would be very great. 
Would Duck Creek be equally available foryour portion of the swamp? Yes. 
Where does it join the Hunter? Between Berry Park and Mr. Eales' new house. 
How far is that from the swamp? About a quarter of a mile. 
But the floodgates would not clear the water from the swamp? He has made some 

experiment and failed, I believe. 
If it is below low water-mark, floodgates would be unavailable? It would require 

machinery for pumping; pumping is the only way the river could be relieved of the flow of 
sand that would inevitably follow any other process. 
Do you think there would be a very large quantity of sand brought down from these 

swamps, if drained by means of floodgates? When the ground is newly cut it makes a great. 
difference in the quantity of sand. When once the ground is disturbed it would be very apt. 
to break away and get to the bottom of the drain; and it would require an immense amount, 
of capital to keep it in repair. 
There would be no great current in these drains? Onlyin the gushes of water in thc 

rst instance, produced by accumulation above. 
There would be no great current of water through a long drain, being at such a low level? 

There would be but a narrow surface for the outlet, and the swamp would be supplied with 
water by a variety of gullies, so that the outlet would not be at all in proportion to the 
supply from the hills. I am very much afraid it would break away everything before it. 
By Mr. Jones: What is the character of the land in the swamp? I have no very great 

opinion of my own swamp, though many persons have endeavored to induce me to drain it, 
and wondered why I did not do it; and so on. I think it has a quantity of alum in it. I 
judge from having at one time let it on clearing leases to several men, who took it up readily; 
but nearly all the crops they ever attempted at the edge of the swamp, failed. Therefore,. 
I think, if cultivated it would require an immense amount of manuring and scientific treat-, 
ment to bring it into use. 
By Mr. Hay: It is a very stiff clay? No, alluvial soil, containing a considerable quantity 

of burnt reeds, and such stuff. 
Do you think, if reclaimed, it would be very valuable as grass land? Yes; I think it 

would do for grass land. 
Lucerne, perhaps? I think it is too wet for lucerne. 
By .21fr. Jones: In your own particular case you doubt whether there is any advantage 

equal to the cost to be derived from any system of drainage? I do. 
By Mr. Hay: Would it be capable of irrigation—of being flooded as a meadow? It 

could be done by no other process than by the water we should try to drain off. 
Is there a continual supply of water running into the swamp? It remains on it a great 

egth of time; it is very level and keeps about a foot of water a very long time. 
.s the supply cojjiuous throughout the summer? Whenever there is rain there is 

dry seasops it aius for months without any water at all. 
- 41. 
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WTithout any accession of water? Without any accession of water or any water at all. E. C. Close, 

By Mr. Jones: Do you think any injury would be likely to arise if persons were 
Esq. 

empowered to arrange between themselves for cutting drains, or if, when a certain portion of  
the residents were agreed, they could take compulsory measures for carrying out drainage? 25 Nov., 18. 
I do not see any objection to that. T'eople change their views on this matter. Mr. Eales 
wanted a bonus of £500 at one time for allowing me to find my way to the river through his 
land, but since then he has changed his mind and wants me to enter upon the work, because 
it would be beneficial to us both. These observations are from what I have heard. I have. 
had no communication with Mr. Eales on the subject. 

By Mr. Ifay: Have you ever carried out any drainage operations? No. 
Therefore you have had no experience of the matter? None. 

4.5. Do you not think a good deal of the denger., as far as the navigation is concerned, might 
be avoided by making the floodgate some distance from the river, communicating with back 
water from the river—if necessary, artificial—so that the silt would be deposited in this back 
water before reaching the river? I am not engineer enough to be able to answer that question. 
I should think it is practicable, however, provided elevated land could be found for the 
purpose—for the site of these floodgates—as all the land inclines downwards from the 
immediate banks of the river. 
For instance, supposing the channel by Duck Creek, from the swamp you speak of to 

the river, to be half-a-mile in length, could not the floodgate be placed near the swamp? 
Whatever Mr. Eales has been doing has not been at the mouth of Duck Creek at all; it is 
more inland altogether. 

What is the height of the greatest floods opposite this swamp above low water mark—to 
what height does the river rise above the ordinary low water mark? It is a difficult thing 
to say. When I first went up to Morpeth—I speak from memory—the debris of the floods 
were upon the swamp oaks in the swamp, from twelve to fifteen feet. 

By the Chairman: That was higher than the last flood? Yes, considerably higher than. 
the last flood. That must have been from the floods of 1818 or 1819, I think. 

By lii. IIa!J: How much higher do you suppose that flood had been than the last great 
flood? It must have been ten or twelve feet higher. 

Did the back water from the river flow into this swamp during the floods of last winter? 
Until the water that comes along the swamp meets the water that comes from the river they 
keep rising together. This, however, cannot be called back water, as it proceeds from the 
natural flow of water down the Hunter. 
How high do you suppose the water was in your swamp during the flood last winter? I. 

do not know what depth it was; it might have been seven or eight feet, I suppose. 
Did the waters of the swamp and the river communicate over a considerable extent of 

surface or by a narrow channel? The bank of the river from Hinton is pretty high all along 
to Berry I'ark ; therefore it must have entered just above 1-linton Ferry, gone along Mr. 
Christian's land, and come into the swamp and joined it there. 
There would require to be a dike there then to prevent the waters from floods from 

entering into the swamp? A flood is an unmanageable sort of thing. 
You do not believe there is any possibility of keeping the floods out of these low 

lands? No. 

APPENDIX. 

STATEMENT in writing submitted by Mr. B. C. Close, junr., to the Committee, on the 
subject of Drainage. 

From the fact that large tracts of land in the Hunter River District, estimated to 
contain about 70,000 acres, are rendered useless by their frequent liability to become 
inundated by ordinary floods, which lands are either occupied by private individuals or 
still remain the property of the Government,— 

A number of gentlemen, therefore, formed a body, called " The Flood and Drainage 
Committee," (with which I am associated), to discover some means whereby the said lands 
might be made available; feeling that, if a judicious system of drainage could be organized,,, 
adopted, and carried out, a great benefit would result to the Colony at large, by rendering so 
vast an area of land, now unfit for cultivation, capable of producing grain approximate in. 
quantity to the increasing wants of the community, and obviating, in a measure, the neces-
sity for foreign cereal importations. 

The Committee having considered it necessary, owing to the want of unanimity so 
very apparent, that compulsory measures were requisite to coerce the holders of swamp-lands 
(now of little service) to improve them, suggested to the Legislative Assembly the propriety 
of not only forcing the above, but also aiding in a pecuniary way the carrying out of the 
object aimed at. I am of opinion that the indifference displayed on the part of the owners 
of swamp-lands as to the benefits to be derived from proper drainage results more from want 
of means, and from the knowledge that they cannot compel co-operation, than a conviction of 
the inutility of such an effort on their part. 

I feel it necessary to point out that, in my opinion, three systems of drainage will be 
requisite to cope with the requirements of this district, viz. :—I.---Drainage with Flood-gates: 
2.—Drainage with Machinery: 3.—Drainage with Machinery and Diking. 

No. 1 Has reference to the system which 1 am of opinion will have to be resorted to 
in swamps which are above the level of low-water  mark. 

No. 2 Has reference to swamps which are below low-water mark, which yet, from 
circumstances, are not influenced by the tides. 

No. 3 Has reference to such salt-u-ater marshes as are influenced by the tides and 
uire diking to render them available. . 

I 
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H. C. Close, I believe in Lincoinshire, where much machinery is made use of for draining purposes, 
.sq. that all machines so used are rendered self-supporting by having a flour-mill attached to the 

machinery that works the pumping apparatus, which, when not working the pumps, is 
25 Nov,, 185. employed in grinding the grain grown in the fens, &c. These machines are supported by 

the owners of the lands improved, who are compelled by law to use none other for grind-
ing, &c. 

I would suggest, for lands inundated by ordinary floods, the propriety of causing an 
Act to be passed rendering compulsory the co-operation of all holders in common of swamp-
lands to carry out a proper system of drainage on a call of the majority of the joint pro-
prietors of such lands. I would further suggest, that where the Government has a joint 
interest in lands requiring drainage it should not be exempt from its full and just share of 
the expense incurred. 

It has been proposed by the Committee that the Government advance money, either 
in shape of debentures or specific grant, for the carrying out of the required drainage, taking 
security on the property improved till the principal and interest involved in the undertaking 
be repaid by the proprietors. 

I would suggest that the carrying out of the Drainage Act be entrusted to a local 
Commission appointed by the Government, the members of which should receive some 
remuneration, together with an allowance for travelling expenses, while employed in carrying 
out the provisions of such Act as may be passed. 

I would propose that such persons as may, from time to time, require drainage to be 
effected should submit to the Commissioners plans of their respective requirements, framed 
and certified by qualified Surveyors, embracing the extent of the swamp, with levels, &c., so 
that the Commissioners may be in a position to judge as to the propriety of acting on or 
setting aside such plans. 

I would also propose that all drainage be done by contract, and according to plan 
and specification; that the contractors be sufficiently bound in ease of non-fulfilment; and 
that all work be done subject to the approval of such officer as may be appointed either by 
the Government or the local Commission to inspect the same. 

I am of opinion that in the valuation of the drainage effected, or to be effected, the 
Commissioners, or other parties empowered, should assess the improvements on a graduated 
scale at so much per acre, taking into consideration the amount of water of which such lands 
as are drained may be relieved, and charging in proportion on the sum total expended. 
Thus, land relieved from three feet of water should be charged more than that relieved from 
one foot, on account of the extra drainage required to render it available. I would further 
suggest, that as there may be certain portions of swampsdrained which, notwithstanding, 
have not been benefited, that they be not charged for in the general assessment. 

I would further propose that, in the event of the required drainage being carried out, 
a rateable sum per acre be levied annually from all proprietors in common whose lands have 
been improved for the cleansing, upholding, and keeping in order of all drains, machines, 
and dikes, as the case may be, which have been found necessary for the improvement of such 
lands, 

There has been a movement on foot in this district with which the Flood and 
Drainage Committee have taken no part, viz.,—that of trying to protect land not inundated 
by ordinary floods from the effects of those of greatermaguitude. I have had some little 
experience as to the volume and force of the late floods, being constantly occupied on the 
water during their prevalence. I am of opinion that nothing can be done to free the 
district from the effects of floods. The Government may expend large sums of money, but 
I feel assured that no human power can effect any decided amelioration of the effects of such 
floods as the last which devastated the Hunter District. 

E. C. CLOSE, JUNR. 

TUESDAY, 1 DECEMBER, 1857. 

ljrtøtnt :— 
Mn. ROBERTSON, I Ma. WEEKES, 

Mn. PIDDINGTON. 

JOHN ROBERTSON, ESQUIRE, IN THE CHAIR. 

Edward Charles Close, Junior, Esq., called in and examined :— 

E. C. Close, 1. By the Chairman: You have been a long time residing on the Lower Hunter? I have. 
.Junr., Esq. [ was born there, and have never left the district. 

During your residence there, the question of draining some of the alluvial lands which are 
1 Dec., 1857. liable to be overflowed has frequently been brought under your notice? Yes. 

You forwarded to the Committee, through your father, Mr. E. C. Close, senior, a paper 
in which you intimated your views upon this question? I did. 
You speak there of seventy thousand acres of land which you think could be improved by 

drainage, and you say that those seventy thousand acres are partly the property of the public, 
and partly the property of individuals—what proportion of these lands belong to the Crown? 
I think the greater amount belongs to the public, but I am not sure. 
You recommend that some compulsory course should be taken for the purpose of obtaining 

the drainage of these lands—now, when you speak of levying an assessment, and thus raising 
means for draining these lands compulsorily, do you mean that that assessment should apply 
to the whole district, or that a separate assessment should be made to apply to land in the 
several water basins? I think the owners of each swamp should be assessed in common for  
that particular swamp, when the majority require it. 
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Then you would have several associations, not one for the whole district? For the district E. C. Close, 
I would have one association to carry out these matters—one set of Commissioners. Juiir., Esq. 

But a separate assessment for each swamp? Yes. And I think that in cases where the c" 
Government own portions of swamps they should pay their portion of the expense of drainage, 1 Dec., 187. 
in the same way as private proprietors. 
You have also recommended that parties whose land is deepest under water should pay 

the most towards the expense of drainage? Yes; I think that is equitable. 
You think it is equitable, inasmuch as land which is only a foot under water would, in a 

dry season, be of some use; whereas land that has three feet of water upon it would scarcely 
ever be of any use, besides being more expensive to drain? No doubt. But I think in 
providing the means of keeping the drains and floodgates in repair, it would be more equitable 
to charge only on the area of the land improved; not so much per acre per foot drained off; 
because the deeper the drainage the more beneficial it is to those whose lands have been 
drained of shallower water. 
You think the advantages to the land should be taken into consideration, and each 

portion should be assessed accordingly? Precisely so. 
You speak in your paper of three systems of drainage, one of which is by floodgates;—

now your father, who has evidently given the matter much consideration, seemed, when 
giving his evidence, to be of opinion, that if you drained these large swamps by that means, 
silt and rubbish would be swept out into the river, and, by forming sandbanks, would impede 
the navigation—what is your opinion on that point? I have given that matter consideration 
before, and I think, with very little trouble, all the accumulation of silt in the river might 
be obviated. I look upon it, that if cesspools were dug some distance inland from the mouth 
of the drain, and cleaned out after every fresh, these cesspools would intercept all the silt 
that would otherwise run into the river; and in that way no injury would be done to the 
navigation. 
Would they not require to be very extensive, and consequently expensive? I do not 

think so. It would not cost much to dig them in the first instance, nor to keep them clean 
afterwards. 
One part of your recommendation is that assistance should be given from the public 

revenue towards the carrying out of these objects? I have merely thrown it out as a sug-
gestion which mignt be taken into consideration by the Committee. 
Would the Government be justified in using the public funds or the public credit for the 

purpose of draining swamps into possession of which the owners have come, it may be pre-
sumed, at a very low price, on account of their being swamps, when there are no public 
lands remaining in them? This proposition was made by the members of our Committee at 
Maitland, and I have advanced it merely for that reason. I leave the case in the hands of 
the Legislature. But there is one point to which I would call attention, to show that the 
matter is one of public concern. I am told that vast sums of money—to the extent of about 
a million annually, Mr. John Campbell tells me—are sent out of the Colony to pay for cereal 
produce. Now, I think that if the Government would only take some steps to extend the 
area of land in cultivation throughout the Colony, a great portion of these large sums 
expended in foreign countries for breadstuffs might still remain in the Colony; and it is for 
the Legislature to determine whether, by assisting this movement to some extent by means 
of public funds or public credit, one step towards that object would not be gained. I consider 
that it would be a great public benefit to render those lands available for agriculture. 
Is it your own opinion that the Government should afford this assistance? I give no 

opinion with regard to it; I leave it in the hands of the Committee. 
You recommed that the local Commissioners should be paid? Yes, I think they should. 
In what way would you pay them? I would pay them in the same way as any private 

Commissioners are paid—just in the same way as they pay the Directors of Banks or Steam 
Companies. I would pay them for their attendance, and also pay their travelling expenses 
when necessary. 
By Mr. Weelces: If I understand you correctly, you do not contemplate protecting 

these alluvial lands from the effects of very severe floods? No, I do not; though I am of 
opinion that the drainage of lands subject to ordinary floods is the only thing that can be 
done to ameliorate the effect of floods. These swamps, in wet weather, when floods come, 
hold large bodies of water; but if they were drained they would form basins which would 
receive the flood waters, and in that way diminish their volume. 
The main object you have in view is to drain those portions of these alluvial lands that 

are subject to floods very frequently? Yes, those portions that are subject to inundation in 
ordinary floods or freshes. 
When you speak of swamps, do you mean swamps that are overflowed by the rising of the 

tide? No, I call those marshes. There are two descriptions of swamp lands; those that are 
affected by the rise and fall of the tide, and those which, being above high water mark, are 
not so influenced. 
Then you contemplate reclaiming what you call marsh lands, and also draining swamps 

that are not affected by the rise and fall of the tide, but are flooded from local circumstances? 
Exactly. 
You say you would require that there should be a majority in any one locality requiring 

drainage before any Act that may be passed should be brought into operation there—would 
you make that majority consist of individual owners, or should it be a majority of acres? 
1 have not taken that into consideration before; but, I think, the majority of acres should 
govern the matter, because the large owners are most interested. 
23. Does it not strike you that, in that case, any very large landowner who might, for various 
reasons, be indisposed to take any step for the improvement of his property, would have the 
means of overpowering the wishes of a large number of neighbouring proprietors by the 
extent of his acres? There may be something in that. However, as I have not considered 
the matter I can hardly give a decided opinion at this moment. 

220—E 24. 
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E. C. Close, 24. You say you would rate all lands requiring to be drained at the same sum per acre? 
Junr., Esq. No, the same sum per acre per foot of water. 
'---- 25. To what class of lands would that apply? To all lands. There are deeper portions in 
j Dec., 1857. the same swamp, and those portions would require more drainage, and would have to pay 

more. 
Do you not think that would involve considerable difficulty in the adjustment? Not if 

parties were empowered by the Government to assess these lands, and their acts were legalised. 
You have stated, that in the operation of this proposed Act some parties might not be 

benefited, and therefore you consider it only just that they should be exempt from taxation? 
Exactly so. 
Who is to be the judge of the benefit? I think it would be apparent. Those lands 

rendered fit for cultivation would soon be seen; but those that were not would be left much 
as they were before. 
Do you think that if draining one particular spot does not benefit an immediately 

adjoining portion, it can escape injuring it? It cannot possibly injure it, I think. 
What I mean is this;—you think it likely some lands adjoining those drained will 

receive no benefit, and, therefore, they should be exempt from taxation—do you not think it 
would be difficult to draw the line where benefit ceases and injury commences? You may 
draw the line by saying that any land drained of water should be, at least, nine inches above 
water before it should be taxed. Land requires to be that height above water before it can 
be cultivated. 
Do you think that draining land upon which there is an excess of water would not be 

liable to injure the adjoining land, which is only sufficiently moist for ordinary cultivation, 
but which, when deprived of moisture by draining the neighbouring swamp, might become 
too dry? I do not think it would injure it. 
In the same way as digging a well alongside another well will sometimes drain it, would 

not draining these swamps tend to make the hill sides drier? They might be made drier, 
but not to such an extent that it could be looked upon as an evil. They would be much in 
the same position as other lands in the same altitude would be in. 
The Commissioners would be called upon to decide whether a man's land was benefited 

before be should be made to contribute? Yes. 
Do you not think that would be rather a difficult point? I think if any land is not 

left at least nine inches above the level of the water, after the drainage has been effected, 
that land should not be charged with any share of the expense. Nine inches gives room, I 
am told, for the land to sweeten, so as to become productive. 
Does irrigation come within the scope of your contemplated operations? I should think 

not. I think irrigation in this country must be done by raising water from a river. All 
these swamps are within the influence of the salt water during dry seasons; and, therefore, 
irrigation could be of little service. 
Are the whole 70,000 acres of swampy lands of which you speak within the influence of 

the salt water? A great proportion of them are more or less so. 
In making your calculation of the number of acres, how high up the river have you 

gone? Not further than West Maitland, where there are some swamps, I am informed, 
which are not sufficiently drained, for want of co-operation among the parties interested, 
although drains have been made and floodgates constructed in many of them. The drains, 
however, through neglect, have become choked. What is everybody's business is done by 
nobody; and, when a flood comes, and they begin to think of clearing the drains and flood-
gates, they are in such a position that nothing can be done. The case requires that some 
compulsory measure should be adopted whereby owners of property should be coerced to keep 
the drains clear and everything in order. 
Do you think it would be possible to raise debentures for carrying out these objects, as 

it is proposed to authorise municipal bodies to do, on the security of the properties, or of 
rates to be imposed upon them ? That is a matter I have never taken into consideration. 
Some members of our Committee at Maitland suggested the matter, and that is why I men-
tioned it. I wish to give no opinon with regard to it. I may say that I think these swamps 
can be quite as easily drained as any portions of land in the Mother Country similarly 
situated, and could be made proportionately as valuable as any of these lands, let the means 
come from where they may. 
Since giving your answer to my question as to whether the majority to be required to 

cause any work of this kind to be undertaken should be a majority of acres or of individual 
owners, have you given that subject any consideration? In either case, I think, these 
swamps are of so little service now, that if people could be compelled in any way to improve 
them it would be for the benefit of the community. I do not own any swamp lands myself, 
but I have always considered that they might be made available. On the whole I think it 
might be better that the acreage should govern the matter. 
Supposing that in one swamp there were ten men, each owing farms of 100 acres, all of 

them desirous of having it drained, and one man, owning himself 1,200 acres, unwilling to 
go to the expense ;—now, if the majority of acres were to determine the matter, that one man 
might prevent the wish of the other ten from being carried out; would you not, therefore, 
rather think it desirable to allow these matters to be decided by simple majorities of indi-
viduals? Well, perhaps, that system might answer better. It might give too much power 
to one man to leave it to a majority of acres. Feeling the force of your observation, I think 
I should be rather in favour of allowing the matter to be decided by the number of individuals 
instead of the number of acres. 
By the Chairman: Do you not think there should be some limit even upon that method, 

because a person owning 100 acres might easily place himself in possession of eight or nine 
votes by a temporary subdivision? I have not given the matter consideration. On re-con-
sideration, I am of opinion, that either two-thirds of the acreage should regulate the matter, 

or 
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or the majority of proprietors. I would propose that both be adopted, hud that the first E. C. Close, 
application, either by acreage or by the majority of proprietors, as the case may be, govern the jir, iEsq. 

matter. 
With respect to the management of this drainage when undertaken, seeing that you are 1. Dec., 1857. 

of opinion that each separate swamp should be rated under a separate assessment, would it 
not be better to get rid of the roundabout system of having Commissioners at all, and merely 
empower a majority of proprietors in any given swamp to incorporate themselves, and raise 
an assessment among themselves—in fact, to leave the drainage of each swamp in the hands 
of its own proprietors? I do not think that would answer. It would not give satisfaction. 
One would be cavilling at the doings of the others. Therefore, I think persons wholly mdc-
pendent of any feeling or interest in the matter are the men who would be the best 
employed. 
You have spoken of floodgates getting out of order from no one having charge of them; 

but if the people interested in their maintenance were to be assessed with that object, they 
would surely have an interest then in looking after them ? I look upon it as necessary that 
they should be compelled, after any improvement has been made, to keep the drains and 
dikes in repair. Without compulsion there will be no unanimity. I would not leave it to 
the people themselves; I would appoint an officer to see it done, and assess the individuals 
whose knc might be benefited. 
4.3. After the work was done, would it not be necessary for the Commissioners to make some 
rules or regulations for the management of the floodgates; and for that purpose might they 
not be placed in the hands of the proprietary? Perhaps it might be well that some members 
of the proprietary should see that the drains and other portions of the works were kept in 
proper repair after the job was done. As I have before stated, I am averse to this system. 
When we examined Mr. Close, senior, that gentleman gave it as his opinion that an 

immense proportion of the land under water would not be worth draining, and that it is 
poor, wretched, miserable land? I have heard that a great portion of the swamps about 
Hexham and Newcastle were of a clayey nature, and it was his opinion that they were 
not valuable lands. My father is also of opinion that part of the Morpeth swamps is not 
valuable; and I think the reason of that is, that coal mines being in the vicinity there is a 
great deal of sulphate of iron spread about. In cleaning the coals they put heaps of this 
stuff together, and I have seen it cast off just the same sort of crystals that are cast up in 
the swamps in dry seasons. It is this which makes some parts of the swamps sour. The 
water draining into these swamps from the hills is all mixed with these crystals, and the 
land is damaged by the effect of this sulphate of iron. The only means of making that 
land good is by burning it. I find that our tenants used to burn the land, and make it good 
for some time, till the flood came again. But the middle portions of our swamp are perfectly 
free from anything of that kind. It is merely around the margin where this stuff shed from 
the coal seams exists. 
Mr. Close, senior, said that some tenants had taken clearing leases of this land from him, 

but, after giving it a trial, had deserted it? That is true; but they never tried any but the 
extreme margin of the swamp; and that is the very place where this ehalybeate, if I may 
call it so, affects the ground. Where the swamp is fresh there has never been a plough. 
You are of opinion that that is good land? I think the middle portions of our swamp 

are as good land as any in the Colony. 
Have you taken any steps to prove that? No; but I have seen the growth of grass on 

it. Where the sulphate of iron exists the grass turns red, and does not grow well; but in 
the middle portions of the swamp, in summer time, the grass grows luxuriantly. In some 
parts the grass grows where there is eighteen inches of water. In some years we have got as 
many as seventy head of fat cattle off our portion of the swamp, besides horses, &c., off a 
space. containing about 600 acres; but when wet weather comes, in winter, the whole of it 
becomes immersed in water, and the cattle pine and get poverty stricken, and if not removed 
would die. 
Do you think, if this land were thoroughly drained and the water kept off it, cattle 

would fatten on it as they do on fattening runs? No, I do not think they would while the 
natural grasses remain; if other grasses were cultivated the case would be altered. At 
present cattle, generally, do not thrive, and though cows fatten in suitable seasons bullocks 
seldom do. The Government have a large piece of land similarly influenced, subject to being 
flooded, to the east of our swamps, towards East Maitland. 
In any system of draining any of these swamps where the Government hold land you 

think it would be equitable for the Government to pay its share of the assessment? I do. 
Would you give the Government any representation in the decision of the various 

matters that would have to be decided by the proprietors; or would you give the private 
proprietors alone the power of determining whether these swamps should be drained? The 
Government might be asked to co-operate; and I dare say, as the Government land would be 
improved, there would be no objection. 
Do you not think that at first, in order to give the people of the neighbourhood an 

opportunity, of experiencing the advantages of draining, and becoming well acquainted with 
the subject, it would be better to adopt, instead of the more extensive plan you have described. 
as desirable, some simple system, which would give to the majority of proprietors of any 
swamp legal power to assess themselves for the drainage of that particular swo:Ip, and to 
compel the minority of dissentients to come in and join them in carrying out time work, after 
having made application to the Government to bring them within the operation of an Act to 
be passed for this purpose ;— the proprietors of each swamp so brought under the operation 
of the Act to form a separate association, and to determine, by their votes, the amount of 
assessment, the mode of procedure, and whether the work should be carried out by contract, 
or under the supervision of a sub-committee of their own body? I have no doubt something 
of that sort would be very beneficial. The chief things we want is power to compel 

co-operation 
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E. C. Close,  co-operation on the part of proprietors, and the means of obtaining access to deep water, 
Junr., Esq. sufficient for drainage purposes, through the lands of parties who, if not compelled, would 

not allow drains to be taken through their ground. 
1 Dec., 1857. 52. If it were found necessary to go through any lands for the purpose of carrying drains to 

deep water, I presume the law should allow the proprietors of such lands to demand that 
valuators should be appointed, in some equitable manner, to determine the amount of com-
pensation ? That, I think, would be reasonable in the case of lands thus cut through, 
though not requiring drainage; but if the drain passing through any land should render 
available that which was not so before the drainage commenced, I do not think compensation 
should be given. 

Walter Scott, Esquire, called in and examined :— 
Walter Scott, i. By the Ulwiiman: You have been a long time residing in that part of the Hunter 

River District which is subject to floods? I have been about seventeen years in the Hunter 
1 Dec.,1857. District, that is, on the Paterson and William, which are included. 

You have carried on extensive drainage operations on your own property? We have 
attempted it. 
Has it answered well? It has failed, principally, in fact solely, from want of co-operation. 
Did you find the lands you drained while you were able to keep the water off to be rich 

land? Yes, the very best. 
You have heard Mr. Close's evidence, and perhaps it would simplify our proceedings if 

you were to say whether or not you generally agree with him? I think these swamp lands 
would be vastly improved by drainage, and would produce superior grasses. The soil in the 
swamps up the river is naturally extremely rich ; but, I cannot say whether it is quite the 
same as you get nearer Newcastle; there they may be poorer. 
Do you concur in Mr. Close's views about appointing a Commission for the purpose 

of superintending the management of these swamps when undergoing the operation of 
drainage? Yes; I think the Commission should be entirely independent of the proprietors. 
How would you have the Commission appointed—would you have it elected by the 

proprietors of these swamps, or nominated by the Government? I should say the nomination 
by Government would be the best. The only difficulty with regard to that is that appoint-
ments by the Government are usually so expensive. But I think it would be better out of 
the hands of the proprietors. 
You would make it a paid appointment? Yes. 
I suppose the payment would come out of the assessment in some shape? Yes. 
Have you considered in what way the assessment should be carried out. Supposing 

there were several swamps requiring drainage, how would you assess each, so as to make it 
bear its fair proportion of the expense of the Commission? I should say it should be made 
according to the area of land; those proprietors who possess the largest area paying the most. 
Would you approve of an assessment on all swamp lands in the district to form a general 

fund; or would you desire that the funds derivable from each swamp should be kept separate 
and expended in that particular swamp? I think the funds should be kept separate. For 
instance, there is a portion from Seaham to Nelson's Plains, on the Hunter River, a distance 
of five or six miles probably, which might be drained the whole way from Seaham downwards 
by one drain. That would include a nice little district of itself, without coming into collision 
with any other. In several places on the Hunter and Paterson it would be the same I 
suspect; and these lands would be drained at much less expense than those further down the 
Hunter, which would be another reason for having them assessed separately. 
Then, in fact, you would have a separate assessment, and a separate appropriation of the 

.money raised by that assessment, for every separate water basin or swamp ? Yes; and to 
maintain the central authority, they could all pay a proper proportion towards the expense. 
With regard to determining whether or not a swamp should be subjected to this 

process of drainage, would you leave that to be decided by the number of acres, or the votes 
of individual proprietors? I would give the decision to the majority of individuals. 
Do you concur with Mr. Close as to the necessity. of adopting three modes of drainage—

one by floodgates, a second by machinery, and a third by diking? I think machinery will 
be necessary for the lower lands. 
Would not that be very expensive? It would be very expensive, and I doubt whether 

it would pay. 
For the drainage of salt water marshes would you approve of dikiag? I think it would 

-not pay to undertake the drainage of those marshes at present. 
Do you approve of making the amount of assessment depend upon the acreage and the 

depth of water removed, both combined? I think it should depend upon the acreage, not 
the depth of water at all. 
Suppose the case of a swamp in which the land of one person might have one foot of 

water upon it, whereas the land of another would have three feet—we know that the land 
covered only to the depth of one foot would not, in moderate seasons, require any drainage, 
while the other would scarcely ever be of use without it; would it not, therefore, be fair 
and equitable to put a higher assessment for the greater depth of water, seeing that the land 
would receive greater benefit, and that the drainage of it would cost much more? A great 
deal would depend upon the mode of drainage adopted. Supposing the drain to run 
parallel with the river for several miles, to get to the lower lands, the portions higher up 
would have the advantage of all that fall, and the land would be sooner and better drained; 
and for that reason I do not think it would it would be fair to charge the lower proprietor 
more. - 
I presume you are aware that within the last five years, which have been uncommonly 

moist ones, lands that had been cultivated for ten of fifteen years before are under water? 
Yes. 20. 
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20 Those lands would not benefit so much by drainage as swamps that have been, during 
WaIte  k Stt 

the whole fifteen years, too much flooded to be cultivated; and, therefore, it appears to me 
Esq. 

it would be only reasonable to insist that those who obtained the greatest advantage at the - 

greatest expense should pay the greatest amjunt? Yes; if it took the greatest amount of 
Dec., 165r. 

money to drain their land of course they should pay more for it. 
To drain off three feet of water would take more than to drain off one foot, surely? 

Yes, perhaps it would in a limited area ; but supposing the drain to be five or six miles in 
extent, the depth of the lower drain would give the upper proprietors a decided advantage. 
Then you think all this should be taken into consideration in making the assessment—

the Commissioners should consider really what has been the advantage to the proprietary, 
and assess them according to that advantage? Yes, I think that would be the most equitable 

mode. 
Not relying wholly on the acreage? Perhaps not. 
Have you thought of any mode that would be most suitable for compelling proprietors 

of flooded lands to cooperate? Nothing but passing a compulsory Act. I see no other 

mode. 
By Mr. Weekes : Under any system I suppose the expense of these works will be very 

considerable? Where it is necessary to use machinery the expense would be great; but 
there is a great proportion of the land which it would not be so very expensive to drain. For 
instance, the portion I have already alluded to from Seaham down to Raymond Terrace 
might be drained simply by cutting a main drain the whole way, and intercepting the creeks 
that run into the river. The upper land would then have the advantage of six miles of fall, 
and even the lower land would have the advantage of the water being taken off mucb 

quicker. 
Do you intend that drain to relieve the alluvial lands from the effects of floods? No; 

simply from the water falling on them and draining into them from the hills. The flooda 
have seldom risen above the banks there, except during this last season; and I do not think 
anything could prevent the mischief arising from the last flood. 
You despair of any work, however great, controlling the floods? I do—floods like the 

last. But these drains would be very beneficial in ameliorating the effects of floods 
because, instead of the water remaining for three months on the land, as it does now, it 
might be carried off in three weeks, or a less period of time than even that. The waters 
would fall into the natural outlets simply by cutting drains into them and putting on flood-
gates, which I do not think would be very expensive, while it would reclaim a vast quantity 
of the very best land. That mode of draining is applicable to a large proportion of the land 

in the neighbourhood I speak of. 
23: I-low would you propose that the money should be raised? I should say many of the 
proprietors would only be too glad to do it; but there are others to whom it would be an 
advantage if the Government could assist them. The Government might have security upon 
the land, which is undoubted. I have no doubt a largeproportion would be only too glad to 
be at the expense themselves, provided an Act be passed to enable them to do it effectually. 
29. Have you ever made an estimate of the expense per acre? I have not. 
30. Therefore you cannot tell the amount of assessment per acre that would be required 
No; but I do not think it would come to a large sum. Perhaps it might amount to £1 or 
£2 an acre, to begin with. That estimate will only apply to the easiest mode of draining 
byfloodgates. I think £2 an acre would be sufficient to construct the drain in the beginning. 
31. You think there should be a contribution to that extent from the proprietors? Yes. 
32. Do you think there are any means of raising that sum from the proprietors, or from any 
other source but the Government--do you think the security offered on these lands would be 
sufficient to induce capitalists, for instance, to take up debentures to any extent? I have no 
doubt some monied people would do so. We have not a great number of monied men among 
us; but they would have no doubt of the security; they could feel certain of that. 
33 Have you any doubt that the improvement effected on the lands, under the operation of 
such an Act as you suggest, would enable owners to redeem the debentures when they fall 
due, and in what period? I think it would; in from three to five years. 
You think five years would enable the owners to extinguish the debt? Yes, five years 

would be ample in those districts I speak of; because, I think, the expense would not be so 

great there. 
Do you think that in the appointment of Commissioners to superintend the draining of 

these swamps the same mode of election as that carried out in respect to municipal councile 
and road trusts might not be desirable? No, I think not. 
Why not? There is generally such a want of unanimity that it would be best out of 

the hands of the local inhabitants and in the hands of those who could compel the proper 

course to be pursued. 
Do you think taking the control out of their hands would disincline parties to con- 

tribute? I think not. 
33. You do not think it would indispose them to form themselves into the necessary associa-- 
tions? I do not see that it would. That is my own opinion; others may think differently. 
I merely judge from the fact, that when anything is required to be done for the good of the 
district, it is so difficult to find unanimity and co-operation. 
Do you agree with Mr. Close in his estimate of 70,000 acres, as the number requiring to 

be drained? I think that estimate includes a large proportion of land that I do not think it 
would pay to drain at the present time for cultivation. 

Would it be worth while of drainage in the case of lands that would 

not become fit for cultivation when drained? They would be improved by it no doubt; 
but the expense would be too great for other than agricultural purposes. 
What proportion of these 70,000 acres do you think are agricultural lands? There may 

be 70,000 acres- that could be made fit for agriculturl purposes, but I do not think it would 

'220—F be 
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Walter &ott, be advisable to bring into cultivation at the present time all that quantity. I should say Es. 
50,000 acres could be profitably drained. 
By the C/airman: I presume the proprietary, whose business it would be to take the 1 DQ.185T 

necessary steps to bring their land under the operation of the law, would be the proper 
persons to determine whether it would be likely to pay? Yes; it would depend altogether 
on their own consideration of the matter. 

You spoke of making a drain several miles long, but I do not think we quite understand 
what you mean when you say that that drain, from its length, would be of more use to the 
farms higher up, and less and less so as you come to the lower ground; do you contemplate 
that that drain should run parallel with the river? I do, and also to, shut up all the pre-
vious openings that have been made, because it is there the injury arises. There are so 
many of them, and they are so badly attended to, that when a freth takes place in the river 
the water rushes in through these openings and inundates the back lands. 
You think these openings ought not to be permitted? I think proper ones under 

efficient control should he substituted for them. 
You would not have floodgates discharging into the river at every"quarter or half mile? 

No; I would continue the drain parallel with the river for the distance I have said; and, as 
there are all along the bank of the river natural out-falls, at the distance of miles apart,, I 
would make use of one of these as the mouth of the drain. 
46 What is your opinion as to the silt from these drains running into the river—do you 
think it would be likely to impede the navigation? I think not much. The fall is not 
sufficient generally to carry away much silt. 
And if you take a natural outlet as the mouth of each drain it would not be likely to 

carry down much silt, although you may send more water through it? No. 
After the Commissioners had arranged the assessment in each swamp, would you still 

leave to them the charge of carrying on the works? Yes. 
While the works are going on, would you empower them to expend the money under 

the supervision of overseers appointed by themselves, or in what other way? I believe in 
eases of this kind at home they estimate the price and offer the contract to the proprietors 
through whose lands they go. 
Would you have it done by contract ? All by contract. 
Would one Commissioner be sufficient, do you think, to undertake all these matters ? I 

should say one Commissioner ought to be able to go over the whole Hunter River District we 
have been speaking of. 

In that case he would require to he a gentleman possessing engineering skill, and it 
would be necessary to pay him a very high salary—I am afraid no gentleman receiving the 
pay of a Bank Director would undertake it? No doubt it would require a person of scientific 
attainments to undertake these drains. 

Then I fancy you would abandon your former view of the matter, and, instead of paying 
him in the same way as Bank Directors are paid, pay him a salary as a public officer? I 
should say he, would require to be paid a salary; the pay of a Bank Director would not be 
sufficient. 

Supposing we were to have some gentleman possessing engineering skill, he would be 
most likely a new arrival in the Colony; and have you not observed that these gentlemen 
have strange views, when they first come here, of extravagant expenditure. Whenever we 
have a new arrival as a road surveyor, for instance, has he not generally been lmost useless 
for the first few years, in fact, injurious? Yes, I quite agree with you there; but I think 
men might be found amongst those who have had experience in the Colony. 
You would prefer having the matter placed in the hands of some gentleman well 

acquainted with the country? Yes, I would most certainly; such a man as Mr. White, for 
instance. 
By JJfr. Weelces: Is it the general wish of the owners of properties affected by floods to 

have a measure of the kind we have been speaking of passed? I think it is. The petition 
we got up had the signatures of nearly the whole of the landed proprietors; at least such 
was the case in the district in which I undertook to collect signatures. They appear to be 
very unanimous that something should be done to have the lands drained. I think we might 
consider the propriety of adop,ting the Drainage Acts of England or Ireland, if it should be 
found that they could be applied to these lands. 
By the Ultairman: What would you think of a plan of this kind: If a law were passed 

which would empower the proprietary of any piece of swamp land to assess themselves by a 
majority, and to raise sufficient money for the purpose of draining the swamp, and then to 
appoint some person to carry out the work, or to advertise for and accept contracts, each 
association employing its own surveyor? There is no doubt that would and ought to answer; 
but the great difficulty is the want of unanimity and co-operation among the proprietors. 
Would not that be a simpler plan than appointing Commissioners to superintend the 

drainage of all the swamps in the district? Perhaps that might be the best mode after all 
to begin with; but it would be necessary that the Act should give authority to parties 
wishing to drain their land in this way to take possession of any land through which it 
might be necessary the drains should pass, upon paying reasonable compensation to the owner. 
If this were done, it might answer all the purposes required. 

WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY, 9 DECEMBER, 1857. 

Uveøtnt :— 
Mu. HAY, Mu. SCOTT, 
Mm ROBERTSON, Mu. WEEKES 

JOHN ROBERTSON, ESQUIRE, IN THE CHAIR. 

Jones Agnew Smith, Esq., called in and examined 

By the Clza&rnan: You reside on the Lower Hunter, I believe? On the Paterson: J. A. Smith, 
You have a considerable amount of agricultural land there, I believe? Yes. Esq. 

And have been engaged for several years in draining your land to some extent? Yes; 
about thirteen years ago I commenced the drainage. 9 Dec., 1857. 
Have you considered the question as to whether the Legislature should take any steps to 

facilitate the co-operation of adjoining proprietors in the work of draining their land to their 
mutual advantage? Yes; I have felt very strongly upon that subject, as I am peculiarly 
situated. I have three neighbours, not one of whom seems inclined to bear a proportion of 
the expense of draining—two of whom, from the nature of their tenures, are not likely to 
incur much expense. The flat upon which a portion of my property is situated has about 
1,500 acres liable to inundation from a flood such as the last; of this land 500 acres belong 
to myself, 500 to a neighbour, and 500 is in the hands of the holder of a lease from the 
church and School Lands. 

You say you have given the question some consideration asto whether or not the Legislature 
should interfere ? I have no doubt there may be many other instances in the Colony similar 
to mine, and I thinkit desirable that parties benefited should be obliged to pay a portion of 
the expense—that an assessment should be levied. 
Would you recommend a general system in a district—that a Commissioner should be 

appointed, having power to levy this assessment, or would you recommend merely that each 
separate proprietary of a given water basin or swamp should be empowered to form themselves 
into an association to drain that particular swamp? 1 should recommend that a Gvernment 
engineer and a Board should be appointed, and that where the proprietary cannot agree the 
majority should decide. Of course, if the proprietors of land in a locality like mine choose 
to manage among themselves, there is no necessity to go for assistance to the Government, 
but, where that cannot be done, they should have power to make it compulsory upon the 
minority to have a survey by a proper engineer, to ascertain the most economical and effectual 
mode of draining. . And, to meet the expense, an assessment should be put upon the properties 
benefited by it. 
The question upon which I am desirous of having your opinion is this: in reference to 

the particular swamp you have just spoken of, would you have the proprietary of that swamp 
associated for the purpose of draining that particular swamp, or would you have one Commis-
sion to manage the whole district? No, I would confine it to the particular locality. 
Then, would it not be desirable for these proprietors, by some process of law, to be enabled 

to convene a meeting, elect their Chairman or President, and then to determine, by a majority 
of votes, whether or not they would. attempt to drain their swamp, and, if so, whether they 
would advertise for contracts, or appoint a sub-committee of their body to employ labor for 
the purpose—in fact, to take the whole matter into their hands? I should prefer that if it 
could be done. 
They would require power to enable them to make drains through the lands of persons 

who might not be benefited by those drains: For instance, you are aware that the banks of 
the Hunter are, in many places, much higher than the back lands, hence the proprietors of 
the former would be in no way benefited by a drain,—would you then give power to these 
associations to make drains through lands that are not benefited, and to give the parties 
injuriously affected some compensation? I think there might be.  some who would receive 
injury from this drainage. I am not a very old agriculturist, and, therefore, my opinion 
may not be of much value, but I think lands on the border of the river, having swamps at 
their back, are very productive, and if the swamps were drained these might not be so in a 
very dry season. 
So that instead of these lands being benefited they might be injured, and, therefore, on - 

a general principle, you would give the owners of these high lands some compensation? Yes. 
You have spoken of Commissioners and Surveyors—would you not be alarmed at the 

expense of such an establishment? No; I think the immense quantity of land up the 
valley of the Hunter that would be benefited would be ample to meet the expense. 
Would you recommend that Commissioners should be appointed and paid? I do not 

know how the Act at home is framed, but I understand it has worked very well. 
Does it not at once strike you that there would be a great deal of expense in employing 

these people, and that there might not be sufficient occupation for them—do you not think 
it would be better if we were to legislate in the matter that we should merely empower 
these associations to raise the money for these purposes, leaving the proprietors of a given 
swamp to employ whatever surveyor they pleased? That, I think, would meet my views, if 
power could be given to form a Local Board in a particular place. 
In any other way there would be difficulty, would there not, in raising money, and, I 

presume, you would scarcely recommend that public funds should be appropriated to this 
purpose? No, except for the immediate wants of drainage; large sums would begin to flow 
in at once. 

By .Mi. Weekes: Have you formed any idea of the extent of country which would come 
under the provisions of an Act of this kind—of the number of acres in that part of the 
country? I think it was cal ulated at the meeting that was held that it was nearly 100,OGO 

- . . . -• - acres-; 
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J. A. Smith, acres; that was the calculation of Mr. Chambers, the Secretary, but the last flood spread over 
Esq. an immense tract of country not anticipated then. 

'-"-- 16. Then you contemplate a work of this kind to prevent or to restrict the effects of flood? 
9 Dec., 1857. Yes, to restrict the effects of flood and to protect the lands from injury. 

Bow would you suggest that that should be done—by a series of embankmellts? No; 
I think by excavating drains and making floodgates. The river banks in my neighbourhood 
are twelve or fifteen feet higher than the bed of the river, and so, unless it were a very large 
flood, similar to the last., it would not overflow the banks. 
Then it is rather to relieve the land from the water that comes down from the hack than 

to prevent the water going on from the river ? These swamps are generally not supplied 
from the river, but from the creeks that come down from the ranges. These creeks discharge, 
not into the river, but into the swamps, which remain in a stagnant state until the land is 
wanted for cultivation—if not removed by drainage. When these swamps are drained, and 
the drains are open, the consequences of a flood are more disastrous than they were when 
these swamps were supplied simply by creeks, because the whole body of the river rushes up 
these drains, and I would therefore recommend that these drains should answer a double 
purpose,—that they should allow the water to flow into the river, and when the river rises too 
high, the floodgates or sluices should be closed, to prevent the water flowing up; in this 
way land such as Mr. Lang's, Mr. Walter Scott's, Mr. Smith's, and Nrs. John Galt Smith's 
might be drained. 
Would what you contemplate be an expensive work? I do not think it would; it would, 

of course, depend very much upon the particular place; the drains through the swamps are 
done at a very little expense, but it is extremely expensive to cut through the bank of the 
river. 
Part of your object is to cut through the bank of the river? Yes; that might be done 

by the tenautry. 
How do you suggest that the funds should be raised? By the proprietary, and if the 

proprietary are not in a position to do it, it should be done by the Government, and an 
assessment should be put upon the land until the amount be re repaid. 
Do you think the class of small proprietors who would be materially affected are in a 

position at once to advance the sums that would be necessary to carry out this work? No, 
I do not think they are at present. 
Then that would involve some other mode of raising the money? Yes. 
What would you propose to do where the proprietors in a district were unable to raise 

the necessary funds? I propose that the Government should advance the money. 
You have said that the drainage might possibly cause injury to some parties? Yes, it 

may to those who are on the high grounds. 
Would you propose to give parties so injured compensation? Yes, if it could be 

proved that they had really received an injury. 
Do you think it at all likely that in dry seasons this system of drainage would prove 

an evil? I do; I think it Would injure strips of land along the banks of the river, but they 
would be very small portions comparatively. Now, on my own farm, there may be fifty acres 
of land perfectly secure from floods; these might be injured, but there are nearly seven hun-
dred acres of reclaimed swamp behind that would be benefited. 
how would you suggest that the operations of this Act should be commenced. Supposing 

a certain section of land were swamp, and in the hands of various proprietors, how would 
you have it determined whether or not it should be drained—by the number of votes or 
by the number of acres? By the number of acres. 
Supposing there were a tract of country to be drained, and that there were ten pro-

prietors of one hundred acres each, all desirous of bringing this Act into operation, and there 
was one proprietor of two thousand acres opposed to it, would you let it be in the power of 
the one proprietor to prevent the Act being carried into effect, or would you give the power 
to the majority of proprietors? That is a very extreme case. 
I want to know whether you would give the power to the number of acres or to the 

number of proprietors. One large proprietor might be unwilling to have his land drained, 
and might thus shut out the smaller proprietors from the benefit of this Act by the mere 
weight of his acres—do you think that desirable? No. I think it would be an act of 
injustice to give one proprietor the power to compel ten others to do a thing they do not 
require. 
You reverse the ease I put to you-1 say when ten proprietors are desirous it should be 

done, and one large proprietor does not want his land disturbed, do you think the one pro-
prietor should have the power to frustrate the purpose of the Act? No; I think the ten 
proprietors should have the power to carry the Act into effect.. 
Then, in fact, your opinion is simply this,—that you would give power to the majority 

of the proprietors and not to the majority of acres? Not to the amount of acres. I do not 
know whether some equitable mode might not be devised. 
Do you think it can be decided in any other way than either by the number of pro-

prietors or by the number of acres? I have not given the matter consideration. 
By Mr. Hay: I did not clearly understand from your answers to Mr. Weckcs' question, 

the extent to which you proposed it should be attempted to prevent the injury caused by the 
floods—are we to understand, from what you say of these particular localities, that in their 
natural state they would not be subject to injury from ordinary floods, but by the process of 
draining they become subject to that? I think, in many cases, ordinary floods would not 
injure the lands. 
35.. In so far, then, in ordinary floods, the protection from injury would become necessary 
from the attempt to draiD? Yes. 

? far as these floods are concerned, we should attempt to remedy that which our attempt 
to drMn )yosld cause? Yes, I think, from my experience in the generality of ft ods, the 

natural 
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natural embankment, the natural protection of the banks of the river, is sufficient to protect J. A. $mith, 
the greater portion ; but that no possible human labor, no amount of wealth that could have Esq. 

been commanded, would have prevented the results of the last flood. 
You consider that any attempt to prevent the recurrence of such a calamity would be 9  Dec., 1857. 

chimerical? Yes. I believe there has not been such a flood since 1832. 
In order to drai!I these lands, and to prevent ordinary floods, which the inlet of your 

drains would occasion, would it not be necessary to have rather expensive works? Yes. 
Am I to understand that the lands you have particularly in view require drainage from 

water that flows upon them from the surrounding ranges, and not from the river? Yes. 
In answer to a question from the Chairman, you appeared to adopt the plan he stated of 

accomplishing the drainage of these lands through the powers given to the proprietary of 
lands without the intervention, as I understood him and you, of any Government authority, 
of any commissioner or scientific person employed by Government ? Yes; in fact these are 
points to which I have never given much consideration, but, as it appears that it would involve 
a very large expenditure, I think it would be desirable if an Act could be passed to enable 
proprietors to form themselves into Local Boards. I should be quite satisfied with such an 
arrangement, and, perhaps, it would be more effectual than any other mode. 
I undcrstood from your first answer that you contemplated the appoinfment of a Com-

missioner by Government to whom all questions connected with these matters should be 
referred ? Yes. 
With regard to that point, supposing the proprietary were endowed with the powers 

necessary to carry out the drainage of these lands, do you not think it might become necessary 
to have a qualified referee to decide upon different points connected with it, a man of 
engineering skill, or would you depend upon the proprietor ? I should prefer that there 
should be some one to whom reference could be made. 
You have said that, in some cases, these operations would be attended not only with no 

benefit, but with positive injury to some of the proprietors ? I think they possibly might. 
1 think you also said that the different proprietors would be benefited in very different 

degrees ? Yes. 
Is it not possible that there might be some injury to the navigation of the river from this. 

drainage? I think not. 
You think the benefit to the proprietors would be in different degrees, and that some 

might be injured ? Yes, it is possible although hardly likely, for most of the farms that 
come to the river run back to the swamps. 
Supposing that in a similar ease to that stated by Mr. Weekes, one or two proprietors 

held the larger proportion of land, and a number of proprietors held the smaller proportion, 
and by giving their votes the majority were to decide upon an expensive plan of drainage, 
the greater portion of the expense of which would necessarily have to be paid by the larger 
proprietors, do you not think it would be attended with great injustice if there were not some 
means of ascertaining, apart from the judgment ofthis small proprietary, that the whole 
plan was founded upon proper scientific principles ? I think that question might be put to 
the Commissioner, and that he should have power to decide what portion should be borne by 
each. 
To decide all these points it would be necessary to have a qualified engineer upon whom 

the Government might depend for giving a reliable opinion as to the sufficiency of the plan 
for the purposes intended, and likewise as to the injury or benefit it would cause to different 
proprietors ? Yes, I think so, for several reasons. In many properties similar to my own 
there are village reserves, and there should be a representative of Government as well as of 
other proprietors. The public interest should not he lost sight of, and these lands would, 
many of them, be much benefited by drainage; some of it might sell for twenty pounds per 
acre, whereas before draining it would not be worth one shilling. I think it desirable 
that the referee should be not only a good engineer but a good agriculturist. 
4. Do you think the advantages likely to be obtained from the drainage of lands on the 
Hunter would be sufficient to enable the proprietors to pay any expense that might attend 
the employment of such a person ? If it were not worth their while they would not appoint 
him. I think the advantage of having such a person to appeal to would of itself be very 
considerable, besides settling these questions. 

By .M. Scott: You recommended, I think, that the public funds should be employed to 
a certain extent ? Yes, to be refunded by assessment upon the lands benefited. 
Do you recommend merely local drainage, or any general measure for remedying the 

effect of very heavy floods ? I think this local drainage would, to a certain extent, prevent 
such disasters as those from which we have lately suffered, and if every facility were given for 
the discharge of the water into the river it would prevent such disastrous floods. 
What I presume you mean, is this, that if there were eight or ten days heavy rain it 

would take nearly eight days before the water in the river at Muswellbrook would reach 
Morpeth ? I do not think it would take so long as that, for the water from my swamp will 
discharge itself in eight hours. 
Still I must call your attention to the fact you have stated, that no human labor could 

prevent damage from such a flood as that with which we have lately been visited? N 
human labor would entirely prevent it, still, the amount of damage might ho very con-
siderably lessened. 
What effect would the system you propose have in the event of such a flood? I do not 

think we should have had the water from the Paterson overflowing the lands between that 
and the Hunter. 
All our swamps were full of water? Yes. 
Had they not been full of water would the same resu1t lave followed? The Hunter 

would have risen, no doubt, and so would the Paterson, bit s. ill the damage would have been 
less disastrous in all probability. 
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J. A. Smith, 57. If one drain were insufficient would you not enlarge that, or make a second ? Yes. 
Esq. 58. Then if the river were not sufficient to carry off these heavy floods, would not a second 

channel have the effect of lessening the quantity of water which would otherwise overflow the 
9 Dcc., 1857. land ? Yes, it would facilitate the discharge of water. 

Supposing there were no great difference in the cost to the Government or the people, 
would you not prefer some general system of drainage to this partial and local system of 
drainage which you have recommended ? Yes, but the Chairman suggested that the expense 
would be enormous; if it could be done I should prefer it. 

What do you think would be the effect upon adjacent lands if a large and permanent 
drain were made to lead the water from Morpeth and Maitland direct to the sea ? I think 
we should still b' obliged to have recourse to local drainage for the benefit of our lands. 
Do you not think Maitland would have suffered in the same way? I do not know. I 

never saw Maitland under a flood. 
You do not know the fall of water per mile from Maitland to the sea ? I do not. 
By the Chairman: Mr. Bay asked you whether it would not be desirable to have a 

properly qualified engineer or scientific person engaged upon this work—would you desire 
that the Government should have the appointment of that person, or would you entrust the 
proprietary, who would be called upon to raise the money to pay him, with the choice of the 
party ? I would prefer trusting to the Government, because the proprietors, generally, are 
not capable of forming an opinion as to his qualifications. 

By Mr. Weckes: You stated that you thought the benefit would be very unequal— 
that some proprietors would be benefited more than others? Yes. 
Then you would not, I suppose, contemplate levying an equal amount of assessment 

upon all proprietors, without reference to the degree of benefit they would receive? No; I 
have said that point should be left to the decision of the referee or Commissioner; he should 
decide the amount to be borne by each proprietor. 

Do you not think it would be a very difficult process to decide upon the amount of 
benefit received? I do not think so. 

What would be a fair test—tue next year's crop? I think an average of five years 

might be taken. 
But the assessment would have to be decided at once—how would you arrive at the 

benefit received by any particular individual, for the purpose of immediate assessment? I 
think the produce of the land could be taken for a certain number of years, and the injury 
that might be received in dry spots could be deducted, and upon this the assessment could 

be based. 

Andrew Lang, Esq., called in and examined 

A. 1. By the Uhajrman: You have considerable agricultural property near Maitland? Yes; 

Esq. but I have not attended many of the meetings held at Maitland. 1 am a disinterested 
witness in the matter of drainage; no one can do me any harm, and no one can do me any 

9 Dec., 1857. good; I have to make all my drains myself. In my opinion, nothing can prevent the effects 
of such a flood as we had last time; it is perfectly ridiculous to attempt it. Maitland might 
be protected by a cut commencing at the swamp above Bolwarra House, to the north-east 
corner of the Bolwarra property, where it would re-enter the river; but there is a fall of 
about twenty from Morpeth to Bolwarra, and it might sweep away the houses opposite 

Morpeth altogether. 
Then you are not recommending this course? No; it would save Maitland, but might 

injure Morpeth. 
Our present inquiry has reference not to Maitland, but to agricultural lands—will you be 

kind enough to give us your opinion as to whether it would be the better course to have a 
staff of Government officials under an engineer, or whether you would recommend, in the 
event of any legislation in this matter, that the proprietary of any swamp should have the 
right to form themselves into an association, and assess such property as might be benefited 
by drainage ? I think in the first place they should form themselves into a kind of 
association, and have power to borrow the money they might require. 
They should borrow money on the security of their own debentures? Yes. 
On the security of the land that would be benefited? Yes. 

6 How would you regulate the amount of the assessment, as some lands might be deeper 
under water than others; some might be three feet, and others eight or nine? In some 

places the land is twelve or fifteen feet under water. 
7. Would you put a higher assessment upon that than upon other land nearer the surface of 
the water? I do not know; that would be very difficult to determine. It would be 
necessary that there should be a meeting of the proprietors of the different swamps, and they 
should determine among themselves. Some parties might object to the draining altogether, 
as it would injure their lands; and I may mention, in reference to that point, that one of 
my own tenants who rents the lands where the water runs out complained to me that it 
injured him, and I was obliged to lower his rent in consequence. No doubt the drainage 
would be a benefit upon the whole, but it would be attended with injury to some. 
S. Then do I understand you to say that you would not have any general system of drainage, 
or any officer of Government empowered to levy an assessment, but a law that would 
empower proprietors of land in a flooded locality to meet together and co-operate? Yes; 
and to take advantage of any Act that might be passed to compel those who refused to 
co-operate; but at first I think they should meet among themselves. 
. You mean, that before the Act was brought into operation in reference to any particular 
swamp, that the people in the district should act somewhat in this way :—that they should 
convene a meeting, under some form which should be in the provisions of the Act, and 

determine 
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determine whether they should apply to Government for power to reclaim that swamp A. Lang, 
under the provisions of the Act? Yes I think so. Esq. 
By iL. Weekes: How would you propose that the matter should be managed—by the 

votes of the proprietary in that particular locality? No, I think by the acres. 9 Dec. 187. 

Without reference to the number of acres possessed by them? That might be a great 
evil, because two or three small proprietors might try to upset a person who had nine-tenths 
of the land. 

Then you do not think it ought to be left to the number of proprietors? I think it 
might be arbitrary in some eases if the number of persons were to decide the matter without 
reference to the acreage of the land to be benefited. 
.13. How would you propose to arrange the matter? I have not taken that point into 
consideration. 

Does not that strike you as a very important point? It does, because two or three 
proprietors might band together, and even divide their properties, to accomplish their 
purpose, if numbers would carry the point instead of acres. 
Do you think there would be any disposition in the public, generally, to lend money upon 

the security of debentures issued upon these small tracts of country? Yes, I think the 
security would be good. It would be just like forming themselves into a kind of company, 
and applying to the Government for the means of carrying out its objects. 
But in other companies matters are dcided by the majority of vt.s? It is a very 

difficult question, and one I cannot give an answer to; but it might i.e decided by the 
number of acres. 
By Air. Hay: I presume you see that the real difficulty is, the extent of power to be 

given to the proprietors to deal with this question? Yes. 
15. Might it not be met in some degree by requiring, before any alterations are commenced, 
the consent of proprietors representing a certain proportion of acres? Yes; they would have 
first of all to meet among themselves, and apply to the Government to send some person to 
survey the land. 

The question is in reality the extent of powers you would invest this body with; and, in 
order to avoid the difficulty which Mr. Weekes has indicated, and those difficulties which my 
questions to Mr. Smith pointed out, it would appear to be necessary to have some reliable 
reference as to the degree of benefit or injury that might be caused, and the amount of 
compensation that might be necessary to some parties, and, on the other hand, the amount of 
contribution which each party benefited should make—and as to whether upon the whole, 
the work was desirable or not, and if desirable, whether there would be sufficient funds to pay 
for it,—do you not think it would be necessary to limit the power so given to the proprietary, 
to prevent the great injustice that Mr. Weekes refers to? Yes. 
Do you not think if the preliminary consent of the proprietary of the whole acreage 

affected were required, that would prevent the risk of such injustice ? Yes, and also of 
persons objecting afterwards. 

That would require a sort of Commission or Board to investigate into these questions? 
Yes. 

The great danger appears to be,that of an improper interference with the rights of 
property? Yes; people who had nothing to lose might be desirous of running into these 
things. 

Men having but small stakes in the matter might compel those who had large stakes to 
enter into a speculation, which might be attended with great advantage, but which might be 
utterly useless? Yes. 

The large proprietor would suffer considerably more than the other? Yes. I am not 
prepared to enter into that. 
You have not directed your attention particularly to that, and are not prepared to offer 

such suggestion as might enable the Committee to overcome the difficulty? o. 
By A/i.. S'cott: Do you object then to the general principle of the drainage? No, I do 

not; I am carrying it out myself. 
I mean for the whole Hunter; I do not mean the local and partial drainage of your own 

estate. Would you desire to have a general system of drainage, with a staff of officers, for the 
whole of the Hunter? That might be too expensive. 

Provided it could be done at a moderate expense, would you approve of a general system 
of drainage? Certainly. 
A system under which the whole of the alluvial lands of the Hunter should be drained 

in such a way as greatly to lessen the risk of injury from floods? Yes. 
Round Miller's Forest, is there any particular difficulty in draining that? I think not. 
By Mr. Wekes: You imagine that no system of drainage could be carried out without 

inflicting a considerable amount of damage upon some parties? I do not say considerable, 
but I say some. The injury will be small as compared with the advantage, but some will 
suffer injury to a small extent. I have three drains from my property, and a large creek 
that empties itself into the river from the swamp, all of which I intend to shut up, leaving a 
floodgate. 

By Air. Hay: Have you had your land drained for a considerable time, and have you 
tested the effect of this drainage?. I have, but I have deepened the drains this year, which 
takes the water sooner off. 

Have you derived much benefit from the drainage you have effected : Much greater 
than the expense. 

Have you brought land into cultivation which otherwise would not have been cultivable? 
Yes ; if the drains had not been made we should have had upon land which is now dry water 
for the next twelve months. I have three or four hundred acres in cultivation which 
would not have been available but .for this drainage. 

WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY, 16 DECEMBER, 1857. 

MR. ROBERTSON, MR. SCOTT, 

Ma. PIDDINGTON, Ma. WEEKES, 
Ma. GORDON. 

JOHN ROBERTSON, ESQUIRE, IN THE CHAIR. 

Archibald Windeyer, Esquire, J. P., called in and examined 

A. Windeyer, 1. By the Chairman: You have resided many years on the Lower Hunter? About seventeen 

Esq., J.P. years. 
And, I believe, you are the proprietor of lands near Raymond Terrace that suffer from 

16 Dec., 187. the water lying upon them? Yes, to a certain extent. 
Have you found much difficulty in the management of your land from the necessity of 

drainage? Up to a recent period we had not, because the whole of the swamp was in the 
possession of myself and my nephew, the late Richard Windeyer; but since his death and 
insolvency his part of the estate has been a good deal cut up, and has fallen into the hands 
of various proprietors; and, therefore, we now find a difficulty in proceeding with the drain- 
age, from the number of interests involved. 
Do you think that in the districts where swampy lands are situated any considerable 

difficulty exists from the different proprietors declining to take part in the drainage of the 
land? Yes; different views naturally arise where a number of different parties are concerned. 
Are you of opinion that the Legislature should take any action for the purpose of 

empowering the proprietary of these swamp lands to drain them, by some compulsory course 
whereby they might mutually assist in the matter? I am. I think it impossible anything 
can be done without Legislative action, except in a few isolated cases where the parties 
interested can agree, bemuse adverse opinions are always to be found amongst any number 
of persons, from interested motives or want of funds; or even an absentee proprietor may put 
a stop to the drainage of the lands either above or below his own. 
Have you thought over any plan of legislation which, in your opinion, would answer the 

purpose you have in view? I have never considered any other plan than one which came 
under my own observation in England, and which I have thought might be applicable to this 
Colony with certain modifications. II think it would be a good basis to go upon. 
Will you briefly state your views as to the best course the Legislature can adopt in this 

matter? In England a Commission is constituted
'
at the head of which is the Marsh Bailiff, 

who takes a certain district under his care. Under him there are inferior Marsh Bailiffs, 
who, subject to the approbation of the senior, summon juries of indifferent parties to decide 
all matters relative to the drainage of their districts, and levy a certain rate—it may be two-
pence, three-pence, or a shilling an acre—to pay the expenses of carrying on the works. How 
far such a system as this may be applicable to a new country is a question; but, I think, it 

may be taken as a basis. 
Would it not be an expensive arrangement to have a Marsh Bailiff and his deputies, all 

requiring to be paid? It is not so there. 
Are they all honorary appointments? All honorary appointments. 

10 From wheat class of persons are the jurors taken—are they selected from those interested 
in drainage? Every man that is summoned on the jury is, of course, interested more or less; 
but the usual practice is that those interested in lands in one locality sit as jurors on other 

lands. 
Then the jurors are not necessarily the proprietors of the land that may be the subject 

of consideration. No. Most of the jury are, generally speaking, respectable tenant farmers. 
They are not interested in the particular swamp to be drained? From the largeness of 

the estates they are not often able to get a jury without taking men that are interested. I 
think that would be one of the things we should have to avoid, that the jury should not be 
all biassed one way. I should much fear the larger landlords here would sway the opinions 
of their tenantry, and perhaps carry a point against a poorer proprietor to his detriment. 
Has it never struck you that a law might be passed under which a majority of the pro-

prietors of any swamp or water basin might claim that the whole body of proprietors of that 
particular swamp should be formed into an association to effect its drainage,—they being 
permitted, at a properly notified meeting, to elect their Chairman, and from time to time to 
decide whether or not the swamp should be drained, in what way the money should be raised, 
how it should be expended—whether by employing overseers and day laborers, or by con tract—
and also how the drains, when completed, should be kept up ;—Would anything of that kind 
meet the difficulty you have stated to exist from want of co-operation? I think it would. 
When it comes into operation there might be certain points requiring to be adjusted; but 
on a general view I think it would answer well. 
I believe it is the case in many instances, that the banks of the river are higher than 

the back lands, and hence the proprietor of land on the hank might not be interested at all 
in the drainage of the swamp, though it might be necessary that the drain should pass 
through his land; do you not think he would therefore be entitled to some compensation, to 
be determined according to some equitable mode? The water at all times must have had a 
natural outlet, and the drain would most probably follow that; or if it were not adopted, and 
another had to be devised, the natural outlet would then fall into the hands of the proprietor 
whose land would be taken, so that it would be merely a system of give and take. 
But it might be otherwise? It might, certainly. 
And in that case you would give compensation? Yes; if any harm were done to any 

person's property compensation should be given. 
What do you think would be the best method of raising money to carry out these some-

what 
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what expensive works? I cannot think of any better way than an assessment on the pro- A. Windeyer, 
prietors of the land benefited. Esq., J.P. 

Do you think all the proprietors are in a position to advance the money? That is the  

difficulty. 16 Dec., 1857. 

Then would it not be necessary to empower the issue of debentures of some sort, or 
advances from the public funds? Where you have to deal with men without means, of 
course it is necessary to devise some mode of giving them relief. 
If debentures, secured on the land to be drained, were issued, do you think the richer 

proprietors in the neighbourhood would be disposed to purchase them? If the operations 
undertaken were really to the advantage of the district, they ought to be the first to take 
them up, and their doing so would be a confirmation of the thing being good. 
Do you think the parties interested would be justified in expecting any assistance from 

the Government in that way? I should much fear that if we do not succeed in getting the 
money without the aid of the Government we shall never get it at all. I think if we could 
do without Government aid it would be better. 
Are you of opinion that in making these drains any considerable amount of injury might 

arise to the river from the formation of sand banks ;—if you cut a new watercourse into the 
river, through which a large quantity of water would pass, would it, not be possible that a 
sand bank might be thrown up which would impede the navigation? I should hardly think 
that, though it is impossible to answer for the action of water. 
Then, I presume, you would recommend, in all cases where it is possible, that the natural 

outlet should be taken ? Unquestionably, even for that reason alone. 
Is there a large quantity of land requiring drainage in your district? I think in one 

spot near my estate there cannot be less than ten thousand acres. 
20. Is that good land? A large portion of it is good land. 
I believe the Jute Mr. Richard Windeyer and yourself drained a large quantity of land? 

We did, in conjunction. 
I think his land turned out very badly after it had been drained—it was not very 

valuable ?. A great portion of it is valuable, but much of it is valueless. We are obliged to 
drain bad as well as good together. 
What is the proportion of good land? About one-third is good, and two-thirds objec-

tionable. 
What is the character of the land which you call objectionable; does not the soil below 

consist of rich land, covered with some rubbish? No, it is sandy generally. 
I was under the impression that there was some accumulation of weeds upon it? That 

is generally the case on the surface. 
Will not this rubbish burn off and snake the land good? It will burn oft; but it leaves 

nothing of any value; the fire leaves the surface quite destitute of any vegetable matter, 
except a small quantity of ashes. 
Would you recommend a system which should confine the drainage of particular swamps 

in the hands of the proprietors of them, or a system which would give the control of the 
whole drainage of the district to one Commissioner, or other constituted authority, who should 
have power to levy an assessment to provide for the drainage of all the swamps in the 
district? I think it would be better that the proprietors of each individual swamp should 
undertake the drainage of their own land. 

By Mr. Weekes: I suppose you do not contemplate any works which would protect the 
country from the effects of floods of any magnitude, such as the late flood for instance? It 
would be perfectly impossible to guard against such floods. For instance, during the last 
flood the water rose on my ground nine feet above the ordinary spring tides, now what could 
protect us from that? 
Then this is simply a question of drainage? Yes. 
Do you contemplate its application to marsh lands, that is, lands overflowed by the daily 

tide, or do you intend it to extend only to swamps occasioned by the flow of water from the 
adjoining country? I think I would confine it entirely to swamp lands. The reclamation 
of what you call marsh lands would involve sea walling to shut the water out. 
Is there any large extent of country, coming under the denomination of marsh lands, 

which could be reclaimed? Yes. I have perhaps two thousand acres in my own hands, a 
good portion of which I am led to expect would be good land. 
Do you think operations of the kind necessary to reclaim such lands could be under-

taken by individuals, or would co-operation be required? It would, in certain cases, or each 
party undertaking it would have to make cross walls, to embrace his own land; whereas if 
all the proprietors of such a tract of land would combine, one sea wall would be sufficient 
for them all. 
Would land of this kind be very valuable if reclaimed? I hardly know, the quality of 

any but my own. 
Supposing an Act were passed compelling co-operation in drainage works, how would you 

suggest that questions arising among the proprietors with reference to these works should be 
decided—by the votes of the majority of proprietors, without regard to the quantity o land 
owned by each, or would you give them votes in proportion to the number of acres in which 
they were interested? That is a very delicate point, because of the danger of forcing a man 
without means to go into a large expenditure. 
I am aware that it is a very delicate point, but it is also a very important one? It is. 
If decisions should go by acres, a number of small proprietors may be outvoted in an 

essential point by one large proprietor? Yes; and in the other case it might be vice versd. 
Which do you imagine is the more just view? I think it ought to be by acreage; that 

is, that a man having one thousand acres ought to have as many votes as ten men who have 
one hundred acres each. 
One of the features of the system you referred to as being in operation in England was 

220—H the 
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A. Windeyer, the summoning of a jury by the Marsh Bailiff; how would you bring that to bear here—by 
Esq., J.P. summoning a body of proprietors? Either proprietors or tenantry—the respectable and 

intelligent tenantry. 
16 Dec., 1857. 44. Then, of course, whenever they might neet to carry out the Aet, would come into 

operation the question I proposed,—whether the votes should be given according to the 
number of acres, or the number of proprietors only. I think you said at home the juries 
consisted principally of the tenantry? We did not exclude proprietors, but they were 
principally the tenantry. 
But, at all events, before any step could be taken, it would be indispensably necessary to 

settle this point,—whether the votes should be by the number of acres or the number of 
proprietors? It is a very difficult question to answer, because, if you give the votes according 
to acres you may put the poor man quite at the mercy of the rich man, who might force 
him to come into a measure that might be ruinous to him. If you peremptorily force a man 
to lay out four or five hundred pounds on his estate, you may cripple his means to such an 
extent that he 'would be unable to recover himself. It might lead to petty tyranny. 
And it might cut the other way, if the contrary view were adopted—a body of small 

holders might force very expensive works on a large proprietor? Yes. 
In the drainage of such lands as we have been speaking of, would there not be a great 

difference in the amount of benefit received by individual proprietors, according to the 
position of their land? Very great. 
It would, therefore, be only fair to exact from each an amount of contribution having 

some reference to the benefit derived? No doubt that should be the basis on which to 
arrange the contributions of the respective parties. 
Does it strike you as a question presenting many difficulties, to ascertain the amount of 

benefit or, amount of. injury, any man has sustained by a system of drainage? I think it 
could be ascertained, without much difficulty, by a jury of intelligent farmers. 
Do you think it would be fair to come to a determination on these points after a short 

interval of, say, one year, without taking an average of seasons; does it not strike you that, 
on an early investigation, some benefit may be supposed to have resulted to ay particular 
piece of land, which the experience of succeeding years, when the drainage has been fully 
carried out, might prove to be an injury instead of a benefit? I do riot know any injury 
that could be done, provided they did not let the water in upon the land. To all these 
outlets there must be a sluice. 
We know that digging a well in a town deeper than any other wells near it will drain 

them dry. I mean that injury might be done something in that way, so that land bordering 
on a swamp which before was only moderately damp might, by draining and bringing the 
swamp into cultivation, be rendered injuriously dry? There might be such instances, but 
only to a very small amount. 
Have you ever turned your attention to the amount of assessment which it would be 

necessary to levy to carry out the works which you think would be sufficient? Never; it is 
such a wide question. Some of the proprietors that I have conversed with have been quite 
willing to subscribe as much as ten shillings an acre. For my own part, I think one shilling, 
or one shilling and sixpence, would be sufficient for a beginning. 
I suppose all that is necessary in many localities is some simple Act to render it com-

pulsory on all parties interested to co-operate with machinery, as light and simple as possible? 
Just so. It becomes a grievance when one man, perhaps the party in possession of the outlet 
of the swamp, acts as an obstructionist. It is to remove that difficulty that we have moved 
in the matter. I think, however, there should be some provision for an appeal where any party 
was dissatisfied, to guard against any arbitrary conduct on the part of the majority. I thirk 
as much should be done as-possible to guard the poorer man; the rich man is able to protect 
himself. 
Do you think there would be any disposition on the part of capitalists to lend money on 

debentures secured on the lands affected by drainage? I do not know; I can hardly con-
ceive there would. The probability is that, if a number of us were interested in the drainage 
of a swamp, of ,which one or two men of lesser means held portions, the amount of their 
contribution would be raised among us on the security of the land. In that way we should 
provide for our own individual drainage; but I can hardly conceive that we should be able 
to raise money from other parties not interested in the particular locality. The difficulty is 
to assist our poorer neighbours; and if it is to our advantage to have these lands drained we 
must meet that difficulty ourselves. 
I suppose you would suggest that security should be taken by way of mortgage? Yes, 

I think that the better way. The thing is fraught with a vast deal of difficulty. Still, I 
think that something should be done. 
By i}b. Piddingion: What extent of land in your neighbourhood would be necessary to 

form one drainage district, with reference to the efficient drainage of such district? If I 
confine myself to the Police District of Raymond Terrace, I dare say it would embrace thirty 
thousand acres. 
In what way do you think the funds necessary to drain such an extent of alluvial lands 

could be raised? In no other way than that I have proposed,—that the individuals interested 
in each particular spot should raise their own funds. 
But if thirty thousand acres form a drainage district in your neighbourhood, how could a 

sufficient sum be raised upon the individual' efforts of the pci-Sons interested? It could only 
be by a local rate—an acreage rate. 
A rate implies something like an annual instalment, but to drain thirty thousand acres 

you would require to raise a large sum at once? It could not be all done at once; we should 
not have the means. - 
Then, in what way do you propose to carry it out at all? Those parties who were 

anxious to drain any portion of land might raise the 'funds amongst themselves. Taking my 
own 
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own ens as an instance, I believe the parties engaged with me would be diiçosed to take that -A:Wiinyer, 
course. 

(ii. You speak of an extent of thirty thousand acres as requiring to be drained? I mean  
that the whole of that land might be legislated for in that one Police District; buti never 16 Dec., 187. 
contempatcd- that the whole of it should be drained at once. 
Do you believe that if the districts proposed to be drained are left entirely to the 

unassisted efforts of the local proprietors, it would be possible to raise a sufficient sum of 
money effectually to drain a considerable area of country? I do not think it would by loan. 
Are you of opinion that if the Government guaranteed a loan to a district, secured on 

the drainage rates, any risk of ultimate repayment would follow? I should have great fear 
of that. The constant changes in the ownership of property would involve the matter in a 
variety of difficulties; and I should much fear the Government would ultimately be losers. 
How would you be enabled to raise a sufficient sum of money to drain a district without 

borrowing? We have not contemplated anything so extensive as the draining of a whole 
district. We only wish that parties interested in -particular swamps should be empowered to 
drain them in conjunction with their neighbours. Let the proprietors of each swamp provide 
for their own drainage. 

If you are obliged to borrow money to drain a district without the advantage of a 
Government guarantee for the loan, what rate of interest do you conceive you would have to 
pay. for borrowed money? I think money might be raised at seven or eight per cent., but I 
think to go into the meisure so generally as that qsestion includes would upset the whole 
thing, and undercut the prospect of anything whatever being done .1 think the better plan 
would be to begin in a very small way. 

If the Government could be persuaded to afford a guarantee to drainage districts, do you 
not think you -could borrow any sum you might require at a comparatively low rate of 
interest? - I do not. People only look at the interest and the security on the land. 
67. Do I understand you to say that the aid of a Government guarantee would not tend to 
lower the rate of interest? The aid of a guarantee would naturally render it easier to raise 

- the money. - 

With reference to what you have said about juries, could not a jury of parties interested 
in the drainage of a district be relied upon to decide upon the quota to be paid by each 
individual owner of swamp land? They did so at home, and I therefore think it would be 
quite practicable here. 

6.9. The system of leaving it to a jury of parties interested to assess the individual liabilities 
of persons benefited by drainage is not open to any objection, in your opinion? I think 
not. - - - 

1 think you stated that you were in favor of allowing some appeal from the decisions of 
such a jury? Yes, merely for the protection of the poorer landholders. 

To what court or authority would you appeal from the decision of a jury of drainage 
occupiers or proprietors? Perhaps an appeal might be made to the Assembly. 
But the Assembly is not a judicial body? Then it could be only to the courts, I 

suppose. 

You do not intend that the jury should give their votes with any reference to the 
quantity of land each of them might hold? No. 

Then if each member has only a single vote in the ultimate decision, would not the 
poorer man be as much protected as the rich—always premising the jury be taken fairly? 
Still I think the door might be open for the rich man to sway a number of his tenants who 
might be on the jury. - 
1 presume the jury would be impunuelled upon oath? Yes. 
Have you any rca-son to doubt that they would faithfully discharge their oath? Nothing 

more than the general failing of human nature. 
By Mr. Scott: I think you rather recommended walled emhankments to keep out the 

water from lands overflowed by the tide? I fear those would be works far too large to be 
undertaken at present; but I certainly think it would 'be beneficial if people would go into 
the matter, both for the proprietors and the public generally. 
have you ever made any estimate of the cost per yard of such walling? No; it could 

not be much, because the rise of water on the land overflowed is so trifling in height; but 
we might have to go a considerable depth to insure the wall being water-tight---we might 
have to sink two or three feet. 

Have you any idea of the price per ton of ballast? No; but it would have to be earth-
work to make it strictly water-tight. 

I think you mentioned that during the late heavy flood the water rose nine feet over 
your land? Nine feet higher than the usual spring tides; about six feet over the land. 
You likewise stated that it was quite hopeless to anticipate that any system of drainage 

would prevent the damage arising from these very heavy floods? I think it is almost hope-
less, because the rise and fall of the river is so inconsiderable, the outlet so small, and the 
different feeders so numerous, that the accumulatiOn of water becomes very vast before it can 
discharge itself. 

Can you state the fall of the river? I cannot, but I have been told it is not more than 
ten feet from Raymond Terrace to the Flats 

Can you mention the height to which the recent heavy flood rose at Raymond Terrace? 
About nine feet above the usual high spring tides. 
Can you state what was the rise at Newcastle? No; but I know that at Tomago it did 

not rise more than a foot and a half. 

That, I presume, would cause a considerable additional rapidity of the current? i-t- - 
increased the current a little. It is amazing how slow the water went off, notwithstanding 
the great rise; it never ran past my house more than two miles and a half in the hour. 

26. 
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A. Windeyer, 86. Your house is in an eddy, is it not I speak of the main channel. It never ran more 
lssq., J.P. than two miles and a half in the highest of the flood. 

What is the distance from your place to Tomago, as the bird flies? It is not four miles 
15 Dee., 1857. from house to house. 

What is it by the river? I think we generally estimate it at ten miles. 
Has the distance by the river anything to do with the difference of rise between the 

two places? I think the cause of the difference is that they are nearer the outlet, and the 
gieater space in which the river expands there absorbs the water. 
Did you hear what was the rise at Morpeth? I think it could not have risen at i\lorpeth 

less than fifteen feet higher than ordinary spring tides; and eighteen inches at Tomago. 
If the river were perfectly straight from Norpeth to Tomago, do you think there would 

have been that difference of rise? By having it straight you unquestionably would acquire 

greater velocity. 
9. You are aware that the Government have given £1,000 for surveys to be made to 
ascertain whether it is possible to reduce the violence of any future flood:' Yes. 
93. Do you think it at all possible that by adding another channel to the river, as it were, 
the effects of floods might be mitigated? No, I can hardly see that they would. 
94 If one gutter, so to speak, is not sufficient to carry off the water, two gutters might be? 
You cannot alter the grand outlet between Nobby's and the North Shore. My own rough 
calculation is that the capacity of the different rivers that must pass Nobby's is nearly 
double the capacity of that channel itself; and, therefore, the making of any additional 

watercourses would not mend the matter. 
Are you acquainted with the country along the banks of the river? Tolerably well. 
Does it ccnsist of hills or dead flats? The greatr portion of it of flats. The parts 

overflowed must be flats. Of course there are variations of a few feet in the levels. 
It would not require a heavy athount of earthwork to be removed to construct a blind 

drain to carry off surplus water during floods? No. 
Would not such a drain, if constructed, carry off the waters from the creeks adjoining 

before the great mass of waters could arrive from the country higher up the river? No 
doubt, if this drain began to act at once, there would be less accumulation when the main 

body of water came down. 
And, consequently, it would have an effect in preventing the great rise of water at Mait-

land, for instace? It might, in a certain degree; but I think you can hardly do anything 
to give the relief you contemplate. The great diculty is that the country is almost level 
with a very trifling fall from Maitland to Nobby's; and, also, that the area of country 
drained by the Hunter is so very extensive, and it has such vast tributaries. 
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TUESDAY, 22 JUNE, 1858. 

MR. HAY, MR SCOTT, 
MR. JONES, MR. PIDDINGTON, 

A. W. SCOTT, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Mr. Edward Sparke, junr., called in and examined :- 
By the Uhairman: You are a resident at Hexhani? Yes. Mr.RSparke, 
Have you been long there? Yes; I have been there twenty-seven years. Junr. 

I presume, therefore, you know that locality well—Mil]er's Forest, and the low lands 2° J 
1858 thereabout? I have been over the whole of these low lands, but I do not know them so UflC  

intimately as my own district, of course. 
When you say your own district, what do you mean? I mean the district of Hexharn. 

I know Woodford as well as our own place; I cross it almost every day. The Big Swamp I 
have been over almost all my life. 
That is the swamp across which the Mmmi Railway runs? Yes. 
What is the area of the low lands of the district you are acquainted with ? I should say about 12,000 acres. 

7.. Of low lands? Not all low lands. I should say 8,000 acres of low land where the water 
comes over at times. - 

I allude to those lands which are subject to injury from ordinary floods—from rains that 
are not extraordinary? About 8,000 acres, I should say, that suffer from heavy rains. 
Do you think any system of drainage could be adopted with benefit to these 8,000 acres? 

Yes; I think the whole of these 8,000 might be drained. 
Would the system you would recommend be expensive, or inexpensive? It would be 

rather expensive now, as during the last few years the banks have washed away so much. 
Lands that I can remember some ten or twelve years ego were perfectly dry, are useless now. 
By Mr. Jones: By the breaking away of the banks ? Yes; from the wash caused by 

the steamers. Where the dm'ays used to go formerly, the spring tide now washes over the 
land. I am alluding to the Big Swamp. When I was a boy, I used to go with my brothers 
and race over it every evening—my meaning is, the swamp was sufficiently dry and hard for 
us to race over on any evening we went out—now the cattle cannot cross it. Every year 
the salt water increases upon the land. At spring tides the water goes up the creek to 
Mmmi; four or five years ago it did not go within two miles and a half of it. 
By the Chairman: You do not allude in any way to Miller's Forest and Lydney Park? 

I do to Lydney Park; Cocodingy Creek runs through it, and Mr. Hickey opened a drain at 
his own expense, from the creek to the swamp, and since that time the water has been carried 
off quickly from Woodford seaward. There may be two feet or two feet six inches of water 
there to-day and in a week it will be almost dry. If flood-gates were put at the mouth 
of that creek, the whole of the land after an ordinary rain would be dry in a few days—of 
course drains would have to be cut into the creek. 
Are the people inhabiting these low lands willing to carry on a general system of 

drainage? I do not imagine the settlers themselves are inclined to do very much, for they 
have no tenure of lease; they are principally yearly tenants. 
You are speaking of Mr. Hickey's land? Yes, and of the land around our own. The 

tenants say they do not care whether they stay there or not, and that as soon as they can 
leave they will do so, for they are so subject to being flooded that they get disheartened. 
Have you ever given any serious consideration to the subject of the extraordinary floods 

to which the banks of the Hunter are subject? I have often thought of the necessity of 
samething being done to drain the lands in our neighbourhood, especially where I am more 
interested myself. 

Speaking generally of the low lands of the district, can you suggest any plan which you 
think could be carried out for the drainage of those lands? If you were to begin at Lydney 
Park, I think if flood-gates were put at Cocodingy Creek of sueicrit dimensions to allow the 
back water to escape, and to prevent the tide from rising, the fresh water would run out and 
the salt water be prevented from coming in, therefore one portion would be entirely drained by-
that. 
B, JW. ,Tones: That is Lydney Park and the country adjacent? Yes, from Woodford, 

part of Berry Park, and our own land. There is a tract of high land that divides the 
Cocodingy Swamps from the Woodlands Swamps; but at John Hannell's there is another 
creek, a natural outlet, where my grandfather put a flood-gate, and drained the whole of the 
land; and his land—the Woodlands Estate—where you may now take a boat, you could, 
after he had thus drained it, have driven a horse and cart. When Mr. Hannell came there - 
he pulled up the flood-gate, and the land is now suffering from its removal. I imagine that it 
would be necessary to form an embankment along the river side for some distance, to prevent 
the high tides flowing over in two or three places where the banks have been washed away. 
If a bank of sufficient strength to resist the -force of the tide were thrown up, a flood-gate 

333—A were 
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Mr. E. Sparke, were placed at the creek, the fresh water would escape from a large portion of the land, and 
Juflr. the salt water would not return. My father had a surveyor—Captain Peters—to take the level 

for the purpose of draining his portion of the Big Swamp, and he recommended him to dam 
22 June, 1858. up the first creek—there are three creeks there, as the Honorable Chairman is well aware—

to have the second open, and the Ironbark Creek, with flood-gates, and he said then the whole 
of that land would be drained, as there was three feet fall. 
By the Chairman: Who occupied the land besides your father? Mr. Wentworth. 
And Mr. John Terry Hughes? No; my father had his portion-680 acres. 
Bq Mr. Hay: You refer to the Big Swamp? Yes. 
Then the Big Swamp would be best drained through the Ironbark Creek? No; at the 

middle creek there would be the greatest fall of water. 
Where is that? Between Ironbark Creek and Hexham. 

2.3. By the Chairman: You think if the whole of the proprietors were unanimous, the land 
you allude to could be easily drained? Yes. 
Without any great expense? The expense in some places would be great, for the banks 

are gone in many places, and a very strong embankment would be required in those places. 
If these banks were formed, some 8,000 acres of land would be made valuable that are 

now useless ? Yes. 
By Mr. Joncs: Would the expense be great in proportion to the value of the land? I 

imagine the land would amply pay for the outlay. At the present time they are utterly 
useless for grazing, from the salt water. 
By Mr Hay: In fact they are a sort of salt marshes? It is now: it used to be splendid 

grazing ground. 
By Mr. Piddingt'n: What length of embankment do you think would be necessary for 

the purpose of protecting the Big Swamp from innundations from the river? About 300 
yards at the present time, but it is to be recollected that it is getting worse every week. A 
few years hence the other portions will be as bad as these are now. 
Three hundred yards is now absolutely necessary? Yes, to kee.p the salt water off. 
What length of present embankment is liable to be destroyed unless further means are 

taken? The banks in some places would require to be heightened, or preserved, to prevent 
the water coming in. 
By the Chairman: Do you think the drainage you suggest would be sufficient to 

preserve the crops from injury? No, I do not think it would preserve the wheat crops, 
more especially after a great flood, as the water would not escape quickly enough. The last 
time of the flood the water was off the land in three days—that is, the cultivation land. 
I am speaking of ordinary floods? If these natural creeks were opeped these lands 

never would be flooded by ordinary rains, because the creeks that run through these swamps 
would take off the water as fast as it came, if the salt water did not interfere. 
83. That is, in spring tides you mean? Yes. 
By Mr. Jones: So that by the system you spoke of, lands in ordinary rains would be 

kept dry by the aètion of these creeks? Yes. Each proprietor would have to expend 
something in opening these natural outlets—these small creeks—because they are trodden 
down so, and have been for a number of years. The rain on the low lands would not flood; 
it is the water from the Paterson and the Williams that causes the great floods. 
You are now speaking of very high floods, sinailar to what occurred last year? Yes. 

If it rained nearly all the year on the lands round Hexham it would not flood the land to 
anything like the extent we have had, for the creeks would take off the water to a certain 
level. 
Can you form any idea of the amount it would be necessary to. expend in order to 

reclaim these swamps? No, I cannot. 
37 Can you give any rough approximation to the probable expenditure? No; I have 
never made any calculation. 
Supposing the 8,000 acres you speak of were drained, what would be the value per.acre 

of the land,—what do you think it would fetch in the market if it were in convenient 
sized lots? I would not estimate it at more than £12 an acre. 

Do you think it would be likely to realise that price? Yes, I think it would be worth 
that. The land would, of course, vary in value. I have some land which, if it were drained, 
would be worth £50 an acre to me; indeed, I would not take £100 an acre for it. 
Is it now subject to these continual floods? Yes; it is a lagune now, and retains water 

longer than any portion of the swamp, and when it is dry it is almost all manure. 
What is the difficulty in the way of draining that land ? It is very simple. There is 

.a small bank between it and Cocodingy Creek, and for £50, if Cocodingy Creek had a sluice 
in it, I could drain that piece. . 
And what would that land then be worth? I would not take less than £50 an acre 

for it. 
What is its extent? About 20 acres—that is the lagune—but I should say there are 

some fifty or sixty acres altogether. 
Would you, as the proprietor of that land, object to be rated, at any reasonable amount, 

to carry out a geiaeral system of drainage, which would enable you to drain that land? No, 
I would not. 
Do you think there would be a willingness on the part of your neighbours to pay a 

certain rate to carry on improvements of this kind? I cannot say, for I never spoke to the. 
proprietors of the mljoining properties on the subject. Mr. Wentworth is the largest 
proprietor of swamp land, and many years ago he was very anxious to have his land drained, 
and was thinking of commencing operations. I have never spoken to Mr. Eales or Mr. Hiekey 
on the subject; but without them the settlers could not undertahe it. 
When you speak of the settlers you mean the tenants? Yes, the tenants; there are 

scarcely any freeholders there. . . . . 
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Is the land you have spoken of in the neighborho'od of Hexam owned in small or large Mr.E.Sparke, 
blocks ? All large blocks. Junr. 

Do you think it expedient to pass a law whereby some three or four proprietors in such 
a neighbourhood could compel proprietors of lands adjacent, similarly situated, to carry out a 22 June, 1658. 
system of drainage? I think it would be extremely beneficial to the whole district. 

Have anycases come under your knowledge where persons having lands such as you 
have described have been prevented carrying out drainage works from the refusal of neigh-
bouring proprietors to co-operate? The only'case I know of was the one to which I have 
already referred, Some time ago my grandfather went to the expense of draining his lands, 
and the adjoining proprietor pulled up the flood-gates to the creek, and so destroyed his 
work, and ruined the estate, or a great portion of-it. - 

Do you think there would be any injustice in pasing such a law as I have referred to? 
No. 

Under which persons could be compelled to contribute iateably for the common improve-
ment of their own and the adjoining land? I think it would be very just. 

Can you sugget to the,  Committee any scheme by which such an object can be carried 
out? I am not prepared to suggest any. All our landowners are non-residents. Messrs. 
Christie, Wentworth

'
and Greenaway, are in England. 

Do you think there are sufficient resident proprietors in the locality you have been 
describing to take charge of any works that may be authorised to be carried out by law.? 
No; I do not think there are sufficient to undertake the management. 
'What is the extent of this country in which you say there are some twelve thousand 

acres of land completely useless from the want of some system of drainage: Does it extend 
from a little below Morpeth to Ironbark Creek, near Hexham? No; I do not allude to 
lands near Morpeth, but to Lydney Park, part of Berry Park, part of Wôodford, the whole of 
Flood's farm, Greenaway's eight hundred acres, Christie's three thousand nine hundred and 
twenty acres, six hundred-and eighty acres marked Hughes and Hosking, and Wentworth's. 

And in these estates you describe there are about twelve thousand acres which are now 
completely useless for agriculture for want of some system of drainage ? Yes. 

Do you believe if proper drainage arrangements were carried out the value of these 
lands might be estimated at something like £12 an acre? Yes. 

Would these lands be available for cultivation purposes? Not for a time; they would 
have to lie idle for a few years, to get the salt out.' A few years ago the Wentworth swamp 
was splendid grazing ground, now it would scarcely keep a beast at all. 
After the land had had time to sweeten, would it be suitable for pastoral purposes? Yes. 

When Mr. Hales commenced his tramway, he ploughed completely across the soil, and it was 
splendid. 

By M. llry: To what height did the great flood last year rise at Hexham? About five 
feet; I think the great flood was over the cultivation ground. 

Do you propose to raise embankments higher than the level of the cultivation land? 
No, not higher than the natural banks of the river. 
.Youdo not intend to attempt to guard against these great inundations ? No; by raising 

the banks you would do greater injury, as it would prevent the water going off. It is about 
six or seven miles above Hexham that the danger from flood arises, opposite the Williams 
River, 

You do not contemplate any operations for the purpose of preventing the land being 
flooded on such occasions as these ? No. 
63, By Mr. Jones: I understand you to say you would not raise the banks in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Hexham, with the view of keeping out these great floods? No. 
For, by so doing you would keep in the water when it it had once come upon the land' 

from above? Yes. 

Do you think it would be useful to form an embankment where the water now comes in. 
above? No. I doubt if it could bedoiie—jf an embankment could be made of sufficient 
strength to resist the combined forces of the three rivers. 

At what part does the water first break in ? Below Morpeth, where the Paterson joins 
the Hunter; it would come 'through'• Berry P.rk, Duekinfleld, I think it is called, and on 
to Mr. Hickey's estate, and Miller's Forest. 

So that any measures to prevent damage to the land from high floods niust be taken at 
some distance higher up the river? Yes. 

By Mr. Hay: I understood you to say that the greatest height of water. at }Iexham 
during the late flood was some five or six feet above the cultivation land?' Yes. 

Was the water extended at this level over the whole of the swamp? Yes. 
And over the whole of the low lands about Flexham, to which you have alluded? Aboift 

Miller's Forest it was about the same; I saw the marks on the trees. On the very banks of 
the river it rose higher than far in. 
If you were to endeavour to to provide a sufficient outlet for the water within the usual 

bounds of the river, and by embankments to keep it from spreading upon these low 'lands, 
the water in the river would, I presume, rise to a great height? To a fearful height;, the 
sheet of water, five feet deep, was in some places many miles broad. 
Therefore, I presume, you do not suppose that that would be practicable? I do not say 

that it would not be practicable, but it would be an enormous expense. 
The embankments, of course, would require to be raised very much higher than five feet; 

for, the water being confined in a small space would be raised much higheii? Yes. 
With reference to the embankments that would be necessary to carry out the works you 

do contemplate': these embankments, I presume, require to be more substantial thaii other-
wise they would be required to be, in' consequence of the liability to be injured by these 
great floods: occasionally, when the river broke over,'tvould it not injure these banks, unless 
they were sñbstantial? Certainly, the floods would endanger them, but not so much as might 

be 
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Mr. E. Sparke, be expected; for I was in a boat at the time of the flood, and I found that the current was 
Jufin not so strong immediately on the banks of the river, as between the high lands and banks.. 

Do you not think if these particular places where the banks are now broken away, and 
22 June, 1838. where you would require to raise artificial embankments, the current would be very much 

stronger, in consequence of the more rapid slope of those embankments? Yes; they would 
have to be protected, more especially at the upper end. On Greenaway's land, a great deal 
would be required to be done to keep out the flood, for in ordinary freshes it comes down 
some of the creeks; it only affects his land and a portion of Woodlands Estate. 
By Mr. Jones: How often do floods such as that we had last year occur? I have heard 

from my father that it is twenty-five years since we had a flood of the same height. 
Within your recollection, did you ever see Hexham flooded? No.; I never saw it 

covered so much as it was in the July flood, and that was, comparatively speaking, nothing 
at all. 
By Mr. Hay: How often was the cultivation land at Hexham flooded last year? Three 

times, but not entirely. The second flood only went over a portion, and directly the river 
fell it went off. 
Have you ever seen any portion of the cultivation lands of He.xham flooded, previous to 

that? Yes, a very small portion of it; but that was during very heavy rains. 
Did you ever see the river break into these flats before? Not to the same extent, but 

I have seen them flowed over by the high spring tides. 
B.1 Mr. Piddinyton: You never saw a flood previous to this arising from the same 

cause? No. 
By the a'.airrnan: I think you said your grandfather had effectually drained some low 

land? Yes. 
And that Mr. John Hannell, by pulling down the flood-gates, had ruined these lands? 

Yes; ten times the quantity of land is now destroyed in consequence. 
Do you think the proprietors of land generally would be in favor of adopting a general 

system of drainage? Yes, I think the majority would be in favor of it. 
Supposing one individual to object, he would overthrow all the plans of the rest? 

I think there are people who would object to any general system, and who would throw all 
the difficulty they could do in the way. 
Do you think then that some law ought to be passed to compel every proprietor to 

co-operate in a general system of drainage? Yes. 
Do you think the matter should be managed by a Committee, or Board chosen by the 

proprietors themselves, or would you trust the whole thing to the Executive Government? 
I should prefer to have the Board appointed by the proprietors; I think they would probably 
carry out the arrangements more effectually than the Government; and as they would have to. 
pay the money, if they had to expend it I think they would do so more beneficially. 
Would you have the members of such Board paid, or unpaid? I should prefer to have 

them unpaid. I should be very glad to give my time to such an object, as it would tend to. 
the improvement of my own property. 
You would have Local Boards, and not a General Board, for the drainage of the whole 

district ? Local Boards. 
By Mr. Jnes: These Local Boards to be elected or appointed by the proprietors or 

tenants who would have to bear the expenditure? Yes. Mr. Bradley could give the 
Committee some information respecting the, drainage of Mr. Christie's property; he had 
plans drawn of the estate, and had nearly completed his arrangements for draining the estate, 
at a cost of £1200, when he had some falling out with the contractor. 
What prevented his commencing it? He had some falling out with the party who 

undertook it. 
It had nothing to do with the proprietor of the adjoining estate? No. 
By Mr. Piddingion: The total quantity of. land in the Big Swamp, you said, was about 

8,000 acres? Not in the Big Swamp, but in the low land to be drained. 
You stated that the total quantity was 12,000 acres-? I spoke of the district then; 

I did not say that was all low land. 
How much of that 8,000 acres belongs to non-resident proprietors? More than three-

fourths. 
You have alluded to Cocodingy Creek-does not that run through Lydney Park? Yes. 
That is already a natural drain? Yes; but the high spring tides come up it. 
Cocodingy Creek drains Lydney Park, in the first instance? Yes.. 
And Lydney Park belongs to one proprietor? Yes. 
I think you stated that some of Mr. Hiekey's tenants did not care about remaining on 

his land in consequence of their liability to floods ? Yes. 
Is the Lydney Park Estate in such a condition that it might be drained by the pro-

prietor without interfering with other proprietors in the same neighbourhood? No; if 
Lydney Park were drained, Mr. Eales' land would also be drained, as Mr. Eales has a section 
of land at the mouth of Cocodingy Creek. 

It would be comparativelj inexpensive to place flood-gates at the mouth of Coco-
dingy Creek, and deepen the creek, would it not? Yes. 

And Cocodingy Creek is filling up, as other creeks fill up, is it not, for want of cleansing? 
Yes; the timber is falling into it and choking it. 

Is the entire level of the great swamp equally liable to inundation-one acre with 
another? The difference is very slight. 

Then, it would cost about an equal sum to drain the land belonging to one proprietor 
- as it would be necessary to expend to drain the land belonging to an adjoining proprietor? 
No; it would take more, for instance, to drain Mr. Wentworth's land than it would to drain 
Mr. Christie's, because the latter has some high land along the banks of the river, which the  
other has not, and it would be necessary to cut a drain from Mr. Weutwortli's land througl, 
the land of Mr. Christie, 106. 
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106: If it would cost much more to drain Mr. Wentworth's land than Mr. Christie's or Mr. Mr.E.Sparke, 
Christie's than Mr. Wentworth's, how would you apportion a rateable assessment between J' 
the two? I. should first ascertain what would be the expense of doing the cheapest first, and 
then I would calculate the more expensive. For instance, if Iliad ten acres nearer the river, 22 June, 1858. 
and it would cost me a hundred pounds to drain it, you might have ten acres behind me, 
and the cost of that might be £150—I do not know how to arrange it. 
107 Where there are numerous proprietors on a piece of low land, such as Miller's Forest, 
it would be necessary to go into some calculation ? I could not 'go into that question. 

Where is the spot opposite the Patersoil or Williams River over which the water breaks 
in time of these great floods? It breaks over for a great distance after passing Morpeth—
the whole land on the south bank of the river. 

In the case of the floods of last year, did the Hunter River overflo* its banks for any 
distance continuously? Yeh, for several miles. 
lEO. By the Chai,man : Supposing many of these creeks we have been alluding to were 
properly deepened, and proper flood-gates were placed in them, would they supply the residents 
in the neighbourhood with fresh water? No, 1 think not for a very long time, for the nature 
of the ground gives the water a peculiar taste. 

Ultimately? Ultimately it might be useful, but not for avery long time, 
Would it doforcattle? Yes, I think so. 
Meiso :—In speaking of Mr. Hickey's tenants leaving, I do not wish to be 

understood to speak disparagingly of his lands or in any way to injure him. 

Mr. Joshua Anderson called in and examined :- 
By the chiai'rnsan: You are resident., I think, about Oakhampton? I haie land at Mr. Joshua 

Oakhampton; I reside at Maitland. Anderson. 

There are a great number of proprietors there? Yes. 
Is that land low, and liable to be injured by heavy rains? A portion of it; it forms a 22 June, 18 

kind of basin, which is generally flooded from the adjacent lands with ordinary rains. 
What is the extent of land there liable to be flooded, supposing heavy rains to have 

occurred? I should think in heavy floods about a hundred acres. 
Not more? Not more, in ordinary floods. There is another portion, called McCann's 

Paddock, which belongs to Mr Eales. 
6: Is there any extent of land injured by the want of good drainage? There is much in the 
vicinity of West Maitland. 
To what extent should you suppose? I could refer to three or four particular places—. 

Oakhampton, McCann's Paddock, Dagworth, Ravensfield, and Hungerford Swamps. 
What may be the area of these various lands? They are very extensive; I could not 

rightly give an accurate account of the number of acres, but it must amount to several 
thousands. 
These several thousand acres would be benefited by a judicious system of drainage? 

Very much indeed. 
If such a system were proposed by a number of proprietors, do you think it could be 

carried out, or do you think it probable that some individOal having intervening land might 
object to, it? In very few instances they would, for I have been conversing with many who are 
favorable to a general system of drainage. This land is mostly in the hands of proprietors 
who have purchased small farms, and I find them almost unanimous; they have suffered so 
much from recent floods that they cannot reclaim their land, and if matters go on as they 
have done they will 'soon be beggared. 
If they are unanimous, why have they not adopted measures to drain their land? I 

may state what happened to myself. I was instrumental in draining a portion of the Oak-
hampton Estate, and while I was in the midst of it, one of the parties whose land had been 
drained refused to make compeOsation, or to allow the work to go on through his land; so 
that, after being' at half the cost, my laid remains undrained. And so it might happen in 
future, that a party who might agree to a system of drainage in the first instance, would, 
from ignorance or other cause, prevent it being carried on when it came to his own ground. 
In the instance to which you have referred, one individual rendered abortive your 

attempts at drainage ? Yes. 
Then you are of opinion that some enactment should be passed to render compliance 

with a general scheme of drainage compulsory? I am; and if the district of Maitland is 
inclined to prosper, and to hold the position it should do in the country, this must be done. 
Would you have the management placed in the hands of a' Cothmittee chosen by the 

proprietors? Yes, by the proprietors themselves, and they should be competent to assess to 
the value parties might derive from the drainage, and the rate they should pay according to 
the advantage they milit derive. In some cases parties might be losers by this drainage; 
for instance, there might be a lagoon intercepted from the river by elevated 'land, this land 
would have to be cut through, in order to drain off the water from the lagoon. If the 
intermediate land were possessed by a person to whom the swamp' did not belong, he would 
sustain an injury by having his land cut through for the purpose of drainage. In such a 
case the valuators should assess the damage done, and compensation should be made. 
That compensation to be made from the assessment upon the adjoining proprietors? Yes, 

by competent assessors or valuators, who should be paid for their trouble in assessing. 
You allude, of course, to surface drainage more than to extraordinary flood? I can 

allude to both. I think for ordinary floods it would be of the greatest advantage,, and the 
least cost; but I think I could see a plan that would be instrumental in preventing heavy 
floods. 
Can you state that plan? If a drain were cut from Boiwarra to Largs, about three-

quarters of a mile - 
333—B 18. 
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Mr. Joshua 18. What would be the effect of this drainage? It would be that, when the Hunter began 
Anderson. to rise, it would be led by a short passage to Newcastle, and thence to the sea, instead of 
. going round these serpentine windings of the river, where it accumulates, as it were, in a 
22 June, 1808. great heap, and spreads all over the country. The drain might be taken from Boiwarra to 

the River Paterson, or the Hunter, at Phmnix Park. 
- 19. This drain, you think, would allow the water to pass on so freely as to prevent Maitland 
being flooded? Yes; because at present the stream is so retarded by the serpentine windings 
of the river, that it accumulates in a heap, and retards the progress. If it had a shorter 
course it would pass on quicker; if, instead of journeying twenty-five miles, it had to go but 
three-quarters of a mile, it would get to sea quicker. 

What would he the effect of this canal upon the lands below it? As to that, I believe 
the course of the river would have to be straightened in many places—many points would 
have to be cut off the river. 

What would be the cost of these particular cuttings you allude to? I could not rightly 
calculate upon that, but it would cost a deal of money. 

That is to be borne by Government, I presume? I do not think it would be right to 
require the Government to bear that; I think the proprietors of the land ought to be 
assessed. 

You think those whose lands were preserved from flooding should be assessed? Yes; 
and that they should have time given them to pay it up gradually, in instalments. I myself 
would be willing to have ray property mortgaged in this way for its improvement. 

By Mr. Jones: You think it would be better to pay £10 in the shape of assessment for 
the improvement of your property, than to have property to the value of £100 destroyed? 
I do. 

By the C'Jiairman: Then this partial system of drainage would relieve the lower lands 
from injury from heavy rains—would this ease off these various swamps? No. 

By Mr. J'-nes: You believe these two systems to be quite distinct—this canal would not 
afford any relief to the lands ordinarily submerged by rains? No. 

By the Chairman: In your opinion, do the crops of the country suffer most from droughts 
or rains ? They suffer from both; but, I believe, during the thirteen years I have been 
resident in Maitland it has suffered most from floods. 

If the lower available lands were sufficiently drained to enable them to be brought into 
cultivation, would their drainage injure the higher lands, by making them more dry? It 
would not in the least. 
In your opinion, the vast majority of people resident about Maitland and Oakhampton 

would be favorable to an enactment of the kind? Yes; for, having suffered so much from 
the floods, they would be glad to do anything to avoid them for the future. People of 
indolent habits might object, but more than two-thirds would be in favor of this system. 

During these last rains have any crops been injured? Yes, very much; by the Railway 
Commissioners or Government having taken four or five feet off the level of Wallis' Creek, 
together with Fisher's Creek. I believe it would take £2,000 to compensate parties for the 
damage done at Ravensfield, Louth Park, Dagworth, and Brooks' Flat. 
Do you attribute this loss of £2,000 entirely to the embankment made by the Railway 

Commissioners? Yes, I do. I believe had the banks been left as they originally stood, 
there would have been no damage done. I know, from a person who has been resident at 
Dagworth five years, that in previous similar rains no damage has been done; but the 
creek is now stopped up by the railway, and the Commissioners, or Surveyor, did not take 
the original level, but left four or five feet remaining on the banks, so that the water rushes 
over. One poor man who lives at Dagworth, and has a team of horses, had seven or eight 
acres of fine grass land (from which he expected a fine crop for his horses) all destroyed—
it was all one sheet of water. This was caused by the wrong level being taken by the 
Commissioners of the Railway. 
22. By Mr. Hay: Are you aware that the object of the Railway Commissioners in leaving 
the embankment was to provide water for the people of East Maitland? Yes, and it is of 
no importance at all to them; for I believe, since that they have not taken a gallon of water 
out of that same place. 

Do you know there was a petition sent in respecting that? I arm aware of that; but 
if the Surveyor had acted judiciously he would have found that what he was going to do 
would be to the injury of others. 

By Mr. Jones: You are, I think, a proprietor of part of the Oakhampton Estate? Yes. 
Have you been long a proprietor? I have, for eight or nine years. 
1-lave you, either personally or in conjunction with others, attempted to drain any 

portion of that estate? Yes. 
How long was that ago? I think about six years. 

.28. How many persons were joined with you in that operation? Mr. Seobie, Mr. Bertram, 
Mr. Pearce, and some others who were tenants. These were the chief parties, with Mr. 
.Kelly. We did not join in partnership, but agreed to make a drain between Kelly's ground 
and  mine. Kelly agreed to give us £20, and to let the drain go through a part of his land, 
-whieh was on a bit of an eminence; and when his own land was drained he would neither 
do the one nor the other. I had to bring an action against him in the Supreme Court, and 
any land remains undrained. There is some of the land that was then drained, belonging to 
Mr. Scobie, worth £150 an acre. 
.39. Were all the parties consenting parties to the drainage arrangements when you began? 
.fes. 

And on that common consent you began these drainage operations, and carried them 
through? Yes. 
After incurring all the expense, you found that one person who had benefited considerably 

by this arrangement refused to bear his proportion of the expense? Yes. 
42 
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How did Mr. Kelly back out of the arrangementdjd he refuse to allow the drain to be Mr. Joshuaj 
carried through his land? He would not agree to the original plan. Anderson. 
Having had his own land drained, he would not allow such a drain to be made through 

his land as would drain yours? Yes. 
22 June, 1858. 

And thus violated the agreement under which you had undertaken the expenditure? Yes. 
Up to this time have you had your land drained? Not a bit of it, and I was at half 

the cost; he would not allow me to tunnel through his land. 

Did he refuse to bear any portion of the expense to which he had originally agreed? Yes, he did. 

Did you take any steps to compel him to carry outhis portion of the agreement? I brought 
an action against him in the Supreme Court, and the result was that I got £200 damages. 
Does that case appear to you to be a proof of the necessity of having some legislative 

provision under which drainage operations can be csrried out? Yes; it went to confirm my 
mind that nothing oLe would do. 

So that those whose lands would be benefited by such operations should be compelled to 
join in some common measure for drainage? Yes, in some common just measure. 
By Mi.. Hay: 

In order to ascertain who would really benefit by any particular scheme 
of drainage, I suppose it would be necessary to have an accurate survey of the land in the 
first instance ? Yes. 

To ascertain the amount of land requiring drainage? Yes; and it should afterwards be 
valued by a competent valuator. - 

It would also be necessary to ascertain the damage which particular individuals might 
suffer from carrying out this scheme? Yes; to make some compensation to those who might 
be losOrs for benefiting others, and those who were benefited should pay in proportion to the 
benefit"erived from the system of drainage. 

You are not aware, with regard to this new cutting at East Maitland, whether the bottom 
of the water-course there is left at a higher level than the spring tides? It is considerably 
higher than the spring tides. I believe it would be a benefit, provided it were brought to 
the original level of the creek, and had flood-gates. For instance, when the river rises at the 
Falls, it breaks away to Wallis' Creek. If there were sufficient flood-gates of proper dimen- 
sions it would be a benefit, for it would prevent Dagworth, and away to Ravensworth, being 
flooded. 

Would the spring tides go up there? No. 

Then, of course, it would be no advantage to the people of East Maitland for the purpose 
of Supplying them with water? They might have fresh water at some low spot where there 
might be a reservoir of easy access for horses. Now, where the high embankment is they 
cannot get access to the water, unless by throwing down a bucket. 

Do you know that a resolution was passed by the Assembly approving of a dam being 
made at Wallis' Creek ? Yes. 

You do not think your friends did you any good there? I am sure they (i. e., our East East Maitland friends,) by their petition, did a great deal of evil. 
By Mi. Jones: 

Do you know exactly the nature of the resolution passed at the Assembly? 
Yes: I could not help laughing at it at the time. 

What was the nature of the resolution respecting the Falls and Wallis' Creek? To 
make a dam at the Falls, and something similar at Wallis' Creek. 

Did you ever hear the resolution, or have you a clear recollection of the exact terms of 
it? No; my memory is defective. 
61. You 

are not aware that the resolution simply pressed upon the Government the necessity 
of making a survey to ascertain the practicability and the cost? Now you have reminded 
me, I do. 

Do you think that has been at all properly carried out? I am sure it has not. 
Do you think if a proper survey had been made the Commissioners would have adopted 

an arrangement which practically resulted in injuring many acres of land-in destroying 
some £2,000 or £3,000 worth of property within the last few months? I do not think if 
they had taken proper steps they would have done so. 

If they had made such survey as they ought before undertaking such a work as this, the 
evils that have resulted would have been obviated? Yes. 
65. You are aware that the resolution of the Assembly did not commit the Commissioners, 
or the Government, to the placing a dam across Wallis' Creek withoat first ascertaining the 
probable consequence ? Yes. 
66. By A/i. Bay: Are you clear about that? Yes, I think so. 
Do you think the dam, if sufficiently high to exclude the spring tides, would provide 

fresh water for the people of Maitland ? It might, to the injury of others. 
68. A 

dam not sufficiently high to exclude spring tides would not prevent the water from 
becoming brackish ? I believe it is not brackish at the junction where it goes into the 
river, unless in very dry seasons. 

Do you know if there was any allusion made to the flooding of this land in the 
resolution, or in the course of the arguments upon it? Yes. Mr. Robertson made some 
allusion to it, and I quite agreed with him at the time. 

That the dam would have that effect ? Yes; especially at Wallis' Creek and East 
Maitland, and I quite acquiesced in his remarks. 
That any dam would necessarily have that effect? Yes. 

Your idea is, that the flooding has been caused by attempting to do with a dam what 
should have been done by flood-gates? Yes, just so. 

By the CJio&man: 
If the level of this were made lower, and a flood-gate were placed, 

would it affect the fresh water at Wallis' Creek ? It would not. 

Would it not leave the water in Wallis' Creek very much reduced in depth? Yes; but 
there would be still sufficient for domestic purposes. 

75. 
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Mr. Joshua 75. In dry seasons? Yes. Even- provided that were carried into effect there might be a 
Anderson. reservoir in some low land where horses and carts might have access to it. 
' i  76. By .Tth. Piddinqton: Is there any place at Wallis' Creek to which horses and carts now 
22June, 1858. go? No; there is not since the Victoria Bridge ws erected. 

By Mr. Hay: Do you think by cutting a canal from Bolwarra to Largs, which is about 

two miles, I think, instead of threecjuarters —? (The witness referred to a map, and 

admitted that the distance exceeded two miles.) * 
Do you think there would be no danger, if you were to open this now channel for the 

river, of increasing the liability to flood of the country below? The probability of that has 
been discussed; but .1 think improvements might be made in the river, so as to give it a 
straighter passage. The river now works itself to force its course in a straight direction, by 
working into the banks where there is a bend in the river. 
Is not the tendency also to increase the bends by depositing sand on the points? Yes, 

it has that tendency. 
Do you not conceive that if the river were driven with this great celerity through this 

short cut that it would increase—unless some provision were made thrpugh the rest of the 
course of the river to the sea—the liability to flood the country below? It might, but it 
would not do so much harm as at present, as the waters are now accumulated in a heap in 
these serpentine reaches. The water would then pass on with great rapidity, and discharge 
itself at Newcastle, and thence into the sea. 
When it is detained in these long reaches it cannot reach Hinton with the same velocity 

as it would if it went through the short channel you propose to out there? I think it is 
worse as it is now, because it accumulates in a heap, whereas if there were a short cut, it 
would be rapidly discharged. 
How far up the river is the effect of the tide felt? It is reflected back a little - piece 

past Maitland. 
83 At Maitland how high does the spring tide rise? It may rise a foot or a foot and a half. 
When you speak of the water being discharged into the sea, do you take into account 

that the sea is backed up by tides right to Maitland? Yes; but of course the storm water 
is higher a deal than the level of the tide; the water would work its own level, but the 
height of the tide is the height of the sea. 
Do you not think that the effect of the tide and of the flood meeting is to raise the 

water higher? I think, unless there were a hurricane, or something of that kind, to affect 

the sea, it would not be so. 
Do you not think that the backing up of the water by the tide in time of flood must, so 

to speak, heap up the water and raise it higher? It would retard the course of it if there 
were a storm, but not if it were calm: it would depend upon the weather; if the wind was 
southward it would raise the water higher. 
By Mr. Piddington: If a canal were cut from Bolwarra House to Largs, what would be 

the saving of distance, taking all the windings of the present course of the river? About 

eighteen miles. - - 
The distance by the proposed canal you speak of would be about two miles and a half? 

So Mr. Hay iays. 
What reason have you to suppose- that if such a canal were cut that the -property on 

both banks of the river below Largs would be more liable to flood than at present? I think 
it would not come on it with such force, because it would come more gradually. 
A straight canal at the place you speak of would carry down the water caused by rain 

during floods more quickly into the sea than the circuitous course through which it flows 
at present? Yes. 
- 91. Are there any impediients to the course of the river below Largs, from bends in the 
river? Yes. I think many- bends could be taken off. There are two or three—one opposite 

Morpeth. 
These curves in the river are by no means so numerous below Largs as above it, between 

Largs and Boiwarra? No. 
With respect to Oakhampton Estate, how many proprietors do you think are interested 

in that part of the estate liable to floods? About four. 
Is there any communication between Oakhampton Estate and any other low land in the 

neighbourhood of Maitland? There is a part, which is only connected in times of high 
floods, what is called Mr. Cann's Paddock; there is a large lagoon. There is a party between 
that and the river who will not be benefited (Mr. Hall); he will have to be compensated. 
How much land is there in the Oakhampton Estate not secured from flood? I think 

about fifty or sixty acres. 
The expense of draining the Oakhampton Estate would not then be a very heavy 

charge? No; it could have been done at first for £200, provided the plans had been carried 
into effect, and there had been no dissenting party. 
That is not connected with other extensive swamp land liable to injury from ordinary 

floods-? No. - 
The parties interested would be quite capable, if there were some law authorising a 

joint contribution, to drain their lands? In Oakhampton they would. 
You have no experience of other tracts of swamp land on the lower part of the Hunter 

River, at Miller's Forest? No, I have not. 
In any case where a considerable quantity of land, such as that required to be drained, 

belonging to different proprietors, could you suggest any mode by which it could be effectually 
done? 

* I adhere to my former statement—fromto one mile. I must have been mistaken to have 
supposed such a thing as two miles. - J. A. 



747 

ON ALLUVIAL LANDS OF THE HUNTER. 9 

done ? I see distinctly how it could be drained, in a variety of ways-either by draining it i\rr. Joshua 
into dry creeks, or by tunnels under ground. Anderson. 

1 do not referto mechanical means, but to the method of raising the money? I have 
referred to that before; it is a very plain thing. I would have Comtissiouers, or valuators, 22 June, 1858. 
competent to do justice between man and man. The lands that would be reclaimed would 
far more than pay the cost. There are some lands for which £100 an acre would be no 
value, if they were drained, that are now lying barren and useless. 

Would you propose to raise funds by a contribution of the entire amount in one year? 
No, I would not at all agree to that; it would he no matter to those who had money lying 
idle by them whether it were paid in one year or in ten, but there are many who would 
require time to pay it in. 

The money that would be necessary to drain a large acreage, such as I speak of, would 
be required immediately, would it not? It might not he required immediately if the 
Government would lend, and charge a reasonable per edatage, the principal to he repaid in 
a certain number of years. 

It would be requisite in such cases to raise the money by loan, would it not? Yes. 
in cases of the kind where, as you describe it, the land is of considerable improvable 

value, do you think the land would be a sufficient guarantee to the Government for the 
amount expended in the making of such improvement? Yes, I think so. 

WEDNESDAY, 30 JUNE, 1858. 

4rftut :- 

Ma. SCOTT, Mu. JONES, 
Mu. WEEKES, Mu. GORDON. 

A. W. SCOTT, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Mr. Joseph Neville called in and examined 

By the Chairman : Where do you reside, Mr. Neville ? At Miller's Forest. Mr. J. Neville. 
That is in the Lower Hunter, opposite Raymond Terrace? Yes. 
Do you occupy a farm there? Yes. 30 June, 1858. 
Is it your own land? Yes. 
Are there many people occupying their own lands about you? Yes, a good many. 
And the whole of the lands are low ? Yes, all low lands. 
A good deal subject to be injured by rainy weather? Yes; very much so. 
Would these lands be improved by the adoption of any system of drainage? Yes; I 

think it would be of the greatest benefit to them. 
Have you adopted drainage yourself? Yes. 

tO. Will you state to the Committee whether the drains that you have constructed have 
been beneficial to yourself, and to what extent? My land would be useless if I had not 
drained it. 
ii. A portion of it? Yes When I purchased my farm it was considered as wet as any, 
now it can grow crops as good as any arouod. 
Your land was wet when you purchased it? Yes. Mr. Jacobs purchased land aside of 

me, and is letting his land at £2 per acre. Mr. R. Jacobs offered me the same price for 
mine. I purchased mine at £13 and £15 per acre less than Mr. Jacobs did, and mine is 
now as valuable as his. 
Your land was previous to the drainage of less value than Mr. Jacobs', but owing to your 

draining it is now of equal value? Yes. 
Hj Mr. Jones: What price per acre did you pay for your farm?. £30. 
What price did Mr. Jacobs pay? FTc paid £43 per acre for one lot, and for another 

contiguous he paid £45 per acre. 
Owing to the arrangements made for draining your land, you can get as much per acre 

for your land as Mr. Jacobs can for his? Yes. Mr. R. Jacobs purchased another lot side of 
me, for which he gave £37. 

So that, I suppose, you infer by the arrangements you have adopted for draining your 
land you have added £7 to £8 per acre on its value? Yes. 

Judging from the rental offered, as compared with the rental of the higher purchases 
made there? Yes. 
By tie Chair,nan: How much land is there like yours-low lands-improved about 

Miller's Forest? I could hardly give a rough guess. There is a deal of land. 
The whole of which might be improved? Yes; after you leave the river's banks. 
The whole is very low land? Yes. 
And which, by a system of drainage, might be brought into use and cultivation? Yes, 

it might, certainly-it could. 
However, if it is of advantage to people to drain, why is it they do not drain? It is 

expensive- d raining ; besides, one would hinder another-another person would not admit 
the other to carry the water through his premises. In fact, there have been law suits 
respecting the same thing. 
You say one would prevent another from draining, and there have been law suits in 

consequence? Yes, there have. 
Do you think it desirable that some kind of law should be made to compel people to 

drain the lands? Yes, I do. I think without that it could never be done. 
Have you thought of any system that you would recommend to be adopted by the 

333-C Government? 
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1Ir.J.Nevi1le. Government? I have thought of different ways. I consider if they put an assessment OD 
it according to the improvement the land derived from draining, it would be beneficial. 

.30 June, 1558. 27. And who would have the disposal of the money raised by assessment-who ought to 
have it? There ought to be a sort of committee in the neighbourhood. 
A local committee? Yes, who should have the management of it. 
You think that would be a better system than trusting the Government entirely with it? 

It might save expense, because sometimes the committee in the neighbourhood would see 
where the drains were needed more than the Government could. I think the residents would 
know more about it than the Government. 
At any rate, it would be more satisfactory to yourselves? Yes. 
The drainage, I presume, would be of no use unless you had some authority to keep 

those drains continually open? No, they would be of no use unless they were kept open, and 
made to be cleaned out once a-year or so. 
:32. Have you directed your attention to flood-gates on low lands? I never use them, but 
I intend to as soon as my means will allow me. 
Do you think the adoption of flood-gates for draining Miller's Forest would be of 

advantage? Yes. They would keep the tide from running in, and the main drains would 
be docked down to something like low water mark. If the flood-gate kept the tide from 
.goipg in, the drains would be dry and healthy, except at flood times. 

Is there any creek-of course I allude to Miller's Forest--that has a natural tendency to 
drain the whole land? Yes, there are two creeks; there is one on Hickey's Farm, and one 
on Miller's Forest. 
There is one on Miller's Forest? Yes. 
If these two creeks were kept open, with flood-gates attached, would that be sufficient 

effectually to drain a large portion of Miller's Forest, so as to keep it in cultivation ? I don't 
know what to say. To keep them clean would be more expense and trouble than to dig new 
drains, and have straight courses with them. 
Are you acquainted with the wishes of any other district but your own, and whether a 

system of drainage would be useful? I have heard some neighbours say they would like to 
carry out the drainage, but there are some who are more convenient to the river, and whose 
land is lower, who do not wish it to run through their land. I am, so far, safe myself; I 
have a good river frontage, and can drain my own land at little expense, and bad no other 
to consult with. 
Would the drainage of this land do any injury to the higher portion of the agricultural 

lands, or make them drier in summer? No, I think not. 
By Mr. Weekes: Is not that a natural tendency of draining from a lower level to make 

the higher lands drier? Yes; but it would not make them useless; the land does not run 
so high. 
Would it, injure them at all? No, I think not. 
Is your land swampy or marshy from fresh or salt water? From fresh water. 
In the plan you suggested of draining, are you keeping in view a due regard to the 

goods, or was it simply the drainage of land from the natural wet? The drainage of land 
from surplus water is what I am alluding to; it is no use when heavy floods come-a general 
deluge like last August. 
Is the district you live in of that character to enable it to be formed in separate draining, 

local sections ? Yes, I think so. 
You think all should pay an equal rateable amount? According as they derive the 

benefit from the drainage. Some do not need draining as much as others; it is not right to 
tax them, except in proportion to the benefit they receive. 
What mode would you devise for ascertaining the amount of injury sustained or benefit 

derived? That ought to be decided by a competent surveyor examining the land before 
draining, and proving the value of it afterwards. 
Have you made any estimate of what amount per acre you conceive sufficient to carry 

out and maintain a thorough system of drainage for the district you reside in ? No. 
Can you form any approximation? Not at present; I might if I had a little time. 
Do I understand you to say you would have this vested in a kind of corporation or body 

of some kind to dispense the funds ? Yes. 
How would you have that body elected: would you have it simply a representation of the 

residents, or would it be a representation of acres,-that is, would you give the same 
influence or votes to a man farming 20 acres as you would to a man who had a farm of 1,000 
acres? No. 
Then, you would give a man with a larger portion-a larger extent of land-a greater 

influence than the small one? Yes. 
Then it would be the influence of per acre instead of per man? Yes, per acre. 
Is it not in that ease likely that some large landed proprietors might entirely swamp the 

influences of the smaller ones in any works that might be carrying out? It might be so; 
very likely it would. 
And therefore it would be the means of the works being carried out more for the benefit 

of the large proprietors than for the benefit of the small proprietors in the district, if the 
influence or votes were according to the number of acres? It would be carried out like that 
if we go by the number of acres. 
That is your suggestion? Yes. 
Then don't you see some objection to it? Yes, there might be this objeetion,-that 

small proprietors would be over-borne by large proprietors. You see where there is a freehold 
property there is a difference there. In Miller's Forest there are 2,000 acres with some 50 
or 60 proprietors. When you come to Hickey's or Eales' land, it would be no use to have 
the mechanics' opinion there, because they would rule the tenants. 
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The landlord rules his tenants? I mean by ruling their tenants, that they could make Mr. J.Ne'ille. 
them do as they thought proper if it came in their way. 
Do you think, as -a general rule, that the landlords have influence over their tenantry- 30 June, 1855. 

are their leases so short as to give them that power? They are yearly tenants, and do not 
take so much interest in the land. 
Are the leases for one year's term? Yes, they are lately, on Mr. Hickey's side. 
Do you know whether that is the practice on the Hunter generally ? No. 
Is it possible for a tenant to undertake any work of improvement on a lease for a year? 

No. 11 think the leases of Mr. Hickey's were for four years. 
And then for four years afterwards? They stop as yearly tenants afterwards. 
Does it not strike you there would be some difficulty about the assessment of the 

respective benefit or injury that might accrue to the different farms from this drainage ? 1 
cannot see what injury it would do. 
I understood you to say the benefit derived might not be erjual? Some would not 

benefit so much as others. 
Then it would not be fair to call on them for the same amount of contribution as those 

who benefited very largely? Of course I should not think it fair to subscribe the same 
amount of contribution as those did who were benefited more than me. 
A man in the district might require no drainage of any kind, but in the district where 

the assessment was levied be would have to pay his quota : is it not difficult to ascertain his 
proportion-you would estimate it from what-on what grounds could it be estimated? I 
could hardly estimate such a thing as that without consideration. 
Should a man that derives no benefit pay any t.hing? There are no such cases. There 

would not be one of that sort, that would not derive any benefit. Some would derive more 
benefit than others; to some it would be almost useless. 
Your farm is on the bank of the river? Yes. 
Was this drainage of your farm a simple work? Yes, very simple. 
The drainage you carry on in your farm is enough for all your purposes and to make it 

all you wish? Yes. 
Then, for you, the other system of drainage would be unnecessary? It would be no use 

to me. 

You would be an instance in your own person of its unfairness-because if a rate were 
levied for the whole, although you were not benefiting by it, you would have to contribute 
to it? Yes. 

How would you suggest the funds collected for this purpose should be expended-under 
what control-a body appointed by the contributors? Yes, I should say so. 
By election? Yes. 
And, in that election, I think you said you would give an influence to the number of 

acres rather than to the tenantry or men ? Yes. There is a different thing to be considered 
a number of large landed proprietors might overwhelm the small ones, but it would only be 
but fair that the amount of acres should carry the majority. But if drainage is an improve-
ment, he would have the improvement on a large number of acres in the same proportion as 
the small proprietors. The improvement per acre would be the same for a farm of 1,000 
acres as it was for a farm of 100 acres. 
But the large proprietors would have greater influence in the disposal of the funds, or 

any other money that might arise? You generally see they want to take that influence in 
most cases. 
They want to take it? Yes, you generally find it so. 
In starting a practice of that kind, do you think that each man should have one vote? 

I am hardly competent to give that opinion. 
Would you like, you having a vote, to be overruled by a man who had double the land 

you have yourself? No, Sir, I should not. 
By Mr. Jones: What is the extent of the Miller's Forest Estate? I believe some-

where about 2,000 acres. 
That estate you said is cut up amongst some fifty or sixty proprietors? Yes. 
How much of this estate is subject to be swamped from ordinary rains? I should say 

about 700 or 800 acres. 
Out of the 2,000 acres? Yes. 
Are these 700 or 800 acres which are pretty generally under water of good quality? 

First rate quality. 
Some of the best land? Yes, if drained-if it is not under water. It is useless for cul-

tivation if there are no drains. 
It is so thoroughly under water that cultivation is impossible? Yes. 
What additional value would be given to the land by this system of drainage? Some 

would be worth as much again as it is at present. 
But we want to know what as much again would come to: say the present value is £10 

or £12 per acre, what would land under water worth £10 or *C12 per acre be worth if it 
were drained? I should say it would be worth £20 per acre. 
It would double its value? Yes, it would. 
Do you think it would be expedient to pass a law that some kind of compulsion should 

be exercised to neighbouring proprietors to carry out drainage on land contiguous to each 
other? I don't think it could be done without. 
Under what circumstances would it be right to exercise such compulsion-would you 

require a majority of persons agreeing to drain ? Yes, a majority agreeing to drain. 
You conceive that if the majority of the proprietors are in favor of a certain system of 

drainage-if they come to the conclusion that the land should be drained-that the minority 
should be compelled to fall in with the views of the majority? Yes. 
Having arrived at that point, some arrangement should be made under which a competent 

surveyor 
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Mr.J. Neville. surveyor should be appointed to value or estimate the additional value given to the lands of 
,-'----- the respective parties by this system of drainage? Yes. 
80 June, 1858. 93. Then that each party should be assessed according to the additional value given to his 

land? Yes; I think that would be fair. 
I understood you to say, in reply to a question from Mr. Weekes, that you thought 

persons who had a large quantity of land should be compelled to pay a larger amount of 
assessment and have more votes than the smaller owners of lands who are assessed at smaller 
rates? Yes. 

Would you carry this increased power of voting to an indefinite extent, or adopt the 
system of Joint Stock Companies, giving the holder of shares a proportionate number of votes 
up to a certain point? I would limit it to a certain point. 

Suppose a man held 100 acres, and paid 5 per cent. on the value of these acres, you 
would give him one vote, and an additional vote for 150 acres, and so on, up to a certain 
number, and then stop, no matter how large the quantity of land one person might hold-
you would not give him one vote for every additional number of acres, but you would stop at 
a certain number of votes; and, by this arrangement, you would prevent two large proprietors 
swamping a number of small proprietors, and so check any abuse in carrying out the drainage 
by one or two individuals? Yes. 
1 suppose that, without any drainage, the higher land is drained practically by the lower 

land? Yes. 
Suppose they made artificial drains, I suppose the higher lands would not be much more 

drained than they are now? No. 
And would not be likely to sustain any injury from the system of drainage? No. 
Do you believe it would he much cheaper to drain a tract of country, say 1,000 or 2,000 

acres, by a number of persons joining together than if each person drained his own land? Yes. 
What do you estimate the saving to be? I could not estimate it; it would make so 

much difference. 
As a rue, do you think it would not cost a man one-third as much if he joined with 

others as if he drained himself? Not more than one-third. 
In some cases it would not equal that? No; not more than a quarter. 

101:. In Miller's Forest Estate is it so placed that one drain would be effectual for draining 
the great bulk of the estate-is it all in one watershed ? No. 

Is it so placed that one main drain would do for the whole estate? No. There are 
intervening ridges which would prevent it : the banks of the river would prevent it. 

Could the whole of the proprietors of Miller's Forest be associated as a company for the 
purpose of draining Miller's Forest, or would you require three or four bodies? A company 
of one body would be the best. 

Do you think it is for the common interest that the whole of the proprietors should be 
asseeiated for the purpose of draining Miller's Forest, and that one assessment should be 
levied according to the benefit each proprietor receives? Yes. 

I suppose there would be no practical diffieulf.y in determining the benefit each person 
receives from drainage, and so determining the amount to be paid? No difficulty for a com- 
petent person. 

Do you think he could ascertain it satisfactorily to the great body of those interested? 
It would require more than one to please all-I should say the majority of two out of three. 

Your view is, that altogether you would employ one surveyor to make the plan, and 
estimate how much the land was benefited by the drainage carried on, but you would prefer 
having three valuators to determine the rate per man at which the parties should be assessed? 
Yes. 
ill. By the Chairman: I wish to know, from your own personsal knowledge of your own 
district, what injury did you receive from these extremely heavy floods that we had least 
year-what amount of injury has it done-did it destroy all your crops, or only partially ? 
It destroyed the whole of the crops. 

How often have these floods occurred? I never knew but that one. 
In how long? In fourteen years. 
In fourteen years? Yes. 
In that time you had the whole of your crops destroyed? Yes. 
By M Jones: Had you before any considerable portion of your crops destroyed? I 

have had portions destroyed. 
By the Chairman : With respect to ordinary floods, what injury have you received? I 

have received injury at different times from the water lying there, and the water being 
stagnated, and there being no drains to drain it away. 

I mean if the drains were carried out, I suppose the crops would be destroyed from the 
floods? No, I think not. I never saw crops destroyed where the land was drained until the 
last flood. 

By 1U. Jones: I suppose the distinction you draw in what you speak of is between the 
heavy flood of last year and ordinary floods-the heavy flood breaks over the banks of the 
river and covers your ground, and the ordinary flood is the drainage from the watershed 
from the high land? Yes. 

That is the destruction you suffered from ordinary and heavy floods? Yes. 
And you said that once in fourteen years was the only time the water broke over your 

property? Yes. 
By the Cheirrnan: What proportion of your crops were destroyed by the ordinary 

floods? I can hardly say. 
Can you guess-did it destroy one-quarter, or one.haif? I might lose one-eighth, some- 

times one-quarter. 
And how often do these ordinary floods occur? I have known one about seven years 

ago; then we had no flood again until last year. 
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One in seven years? Yes. 
Mr.J. Neville. 

Now, taking these heavy rains-the continual rains-that happen every year, do you 
receive any injury from them? Yes, a great deal of injury. 

- 30 June, 1858. 
What proportion of your crops are destroyed by them? Sometimes one-eighth, or one-

quarter, of the crops are destroyed through these rains. 

How often do these rains occur? We may get it tw6 years following, and then we may 
not get it for two or three years. It comes at different intervals of three or four years. 

Then the greatest damage you receive is from ordinary rains? Yes. 
130. I think you stated, if you had proper drainage from flood-gates you would receive no 
injury from floods, ordinary floods, or continual rains? No, very little, except in very 
heavy floods. 

Now, of your own knowledge, with respect to Miller's Forest, are there any large 
proprietors of land ? Not very large; nothing larger than 50 or 60 acres. 

These are small farms? Yes. 
133. 

Then, if the assessment were per acre, the large proprietors would not be able to over- 
bear the small proprietors? No. The farms are pretty equally divided; one would have as 
much influence as the other. 

I think you stated your own drains are sufficient for your own farm:you would, 
therefore, not receive so much benefit by this system of drainage as others? No, no by 
this system of drainage-I would not receive so much benefit. 

135. If a proper system of drainage were adopted, would you not receive benefit by the 
drains being kept open and cleaned out annually? I would receive benefit for what I paid 
for. 

For keeping in repair these drains for you and others? Yes. 
And for keeping in order any flood-gates that might be damaged, would you not 

necessarily receive benefit ? I should receive my share of benefit, in one way or the other. 
You would not grudge paying any fair share of the assessment that might be made? 

No. 

Have you any further suggestions to make on matters which we have omitted to ask 
any questions? I think, if the system of main drains were carried out-if there were flood-
gates put in the mouths that go into the river-then you see the landed proprietors could 
make drains round about the boundaries, to empty into the big ones, at their own expense. 
If this system of drainage were carried out, it would be fair for every one to make a sort of 
ditch-drain to empty into the by-ones. 

Supposing one person's farm intervened between the big drains, how could you make 
him put your ditch-drains? All should be included. 

By -Mr. •Joncs: This system of drainage would be determined by the particular features 
of the country? Yes. If a man's drain came here, and I had a farm here, and he wanted 
a drain between me, it would not be right for him to run a drain all alongside of me; he 
should run a part on my side, then a part on his side, so that each party should bear a portion 
of the other man's drain. 

That could only be determined by a surveyor, who would determine on what plan the 
tract of country should be drained-all that would have to be determined by a competent 
man? Yes. 

Mr. Henry Macnamara called in and examined :- 
By the Clazrman: Where do you reside, Mr. Macnanjara? In Miller's Forest. Mr. Henry 
How much land do you occupy there? A trifle short of forty acres. 
Are you a tenant, or is the land your own? I am a freeholder. 
Is your land low or high? It is swampy land. There is a part high and a part bad. 30 June, 1858. 

Part is high land-sound land. 

Are you injured at all by water lying on that farm? There are about five acres of it I 
do not cultivate in consequence. 

Subject to the flood and wet? I cultivate the remainder, and receive no injury by the 
wet, that public drainage would benefit. 
Would these five acres, or one-eighth of your farm, be improved by any drains-could you 

then bring it into cultivation? Yes. 
What is the value of that land? The five acres? 
Yes-if brought into cultivation? I purchased the whole block at £81 per acre; I got 

the five acres iocluded. Ileaslip bought his for £6. I consider mine, that is the five acres, 
of no more value than his. There is a little ridge in the centre which is not wet. It is 
the same as Heaslip purchased at £6; I don't think he would sell it for more in the state 
that it is in. 
.By Mr. Jones: You could not sell it for more than £0? Yes. 
What would be the additional value above £6 if the land were properly drained? At 

the present time it is not worth much. It would not let. I think, if drained, it would let 
for 20s. to 25s. per acre annually. I could not say the value; I think that is what it would 
be worth annually. There is more land let than sold. It is easier to determine the annual 
value than the market value. 
Do you know Fleaslip's land? Yes. 

How much land has he? Mr. Heaslip has got 55 acres, of which about 40 acres are 
useless for cultivation at present. In a dry season he might be able to grow a crop of wheat 
on it. 

It is useless, from its being liable to be flooded? it is not safe for cultivation. 
From that cause would it be generally saturated when heavy rains occur? It is some- 

times too dry; when dry it takes twice the quantity of rain to saturate it that the land does 
at the river bank. 

333j) 
16. 
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Mr. Henry 16. By the Chairman: Would that land of Heaslip's be improved by drainage? Certainly 
Maenamara. it would; we ran a bit of a drain of eight feet wide into Nally's Creek. 

What was the result of it? We did not finish it; we only did it in part; we ran it up 
30 June, 1858. to Heaslip's Lagoon, and the result was a sinking of nearly eight inches of deep waterjn 

about twenty-eight or thirty hours. 
That caused the water to si4ik one foot deep-what would be the result if the drain were 

done properly? No more than it would drain the lagoon. 
By il1. Jones: That is, it would drain the 40 acres of Heaslip's land? That is only a 

portion of his land. 
It would drain the 40 acres? It would drain the bulk of it. 
By the Chairman: How much land is there in the lagoon? I think there are about 

two hundred acres. 
Would that lagoon be benefited by drainage? No doubt about it. 
What is the value, undrained, of that land? It would be let at 5s. an  acre. I don't 

think, for the 40 acres, he would let it for much more. There are 15 acres of middling 
land. I think he would scareIy get £20 a year for the whole farm. 
By Mr. Jones Suppose the lagoon of 200 acres belonged to one person, and he wished 

to let it at the present time in its present condition, what rental would he get for it ? I 
think it was let for £3 previous to the sale of the forest. 
The whole lagoon? Yes. 
Suppose it belonged to one proprietor, what rent would he get a year for the whole of 

it? I think, as a yearly tenement it would not fetch above £10. 
One shilling per acre? Very little more. The wet portion a man would not think fit 

to cultivate. 
Suppose these 200 acres were made fit for cultivation by drainage, what would they be 

worth then? If it were fit for cultivation, from being drained, I think there would he no 
difficulty of letting it at 25s. an  acre. 
So that the rent of Is. per acre would be increased, from drainage, 24s. an  acre? Yes, 

certainly. 
By the Uhairman: Has Mr. 1-leaslip, or any person, any objection about drainage? No; 

he would be very glad to see his farm so much benefited by drainage. You will excuse me 
if I give my view on the subject. I have got a copy of what I think a good system of 
managing the thing. 
You approve of a system of drainage? Yes, under particular circumstances. 
Will you give us your opinion how that system ought to be carried out? (Witness 

handed in and read the following statement.) Sir,-In the first place, it is my opinion, that 
the farmers in the locality where I reside are not at present in a position to make sufficient 
permanent drains and flood-gates for to drain the lands. Secondly, in my opinion the 
Legislature should authorize the appointment of a Local Board in Committee in each district, 
whose duty it would be to approve of any proposed drain, before such drain would be opened; 
also that such Local Board should be empowered by the Government to assess such lands as 
shall he benefited by such drains, for the making and keeping of such drains in repair, and 
only such lands as are benefited by the public drains; also, that there should be no persou 
eligible as a member of such Board or Committee but a freeholder residing in the district, 
or a leaseholder with not less than five years of his lease to expire, and residing in the 
district. In my opinion the said Board should be elected, and that no person should have a 
vote in the election but a person holding the qualification of a member. 
You state that you would have the Government to appoint this Local Board? No; I 

should have it elective. The Board I mcauf should be elected. 
31. Your idea is, that the Board amongst yourselves should be elected ? Yes. 
By Mr. Jones: You mean, that under an Act passed by the Legislature people might 

incorporate themselves under a Board, and making the Board to be elected by those con- 
tributing to the assessment? Yes. 
By the Chairman: Would there be much opposition in your own neighbourhood? 

There would be no opposition, in my opinion, to such a thing as that; or, at least, not very 

much. 
You are very badly off for fresh water to drink? Yes; when there comes a lengthened 

drought we are. The means of getting fresh water should be improved. 
3. Do you think if the system of drainage was improved you would be able to get fresh 
water? No; it is only the higher portions of the land in which we get fresh water. 
By wells? No, by reservoirs; digging holes until you get a good clay bottom, which 

holds the rain water and keeps it fresh. 
You, for one, would be willing to contribute your portion of the assessment for the 

purpose of an equitable drainage? Yes. I would be satisfied so far as the thing was equitable. 
And received, as well as others, a benefit? I would he as willing to contribute for the 

benefit I received as any man, but not more. 
By .21k Jones: Who do you think should elect this Board to which you would confide 

the management of this system of drainage? The Board, in my opinion, should be elected 
either by freeholders or leascholders, who have an interest in the place. 
You mean by that, that the landowners who were benefited by the drains should be 

assessed to bear the expenses? There are very few who are not interested in the matter. 
No Board would think of putting an assessment on the persons who derived no benefit from 
it. It would not stand to either sense, justice, or reason. 
You would not let any person be elected to the Board who had not land to be drained 

by the system of drainage, or who did not contribute to the same? I don't see what they 
would want to be elected for. 
All persons who had leases for five years and had got land to drain, and contributed to 

the assessment, you would let be elected? Yes. 
46 
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Would you give a person holding a larger quantity of land than others more votes— Mi'. Henry 
would you give them votes according to the proportion of land they held, or the amount of Macnmara. 
assessment levied? No, I would not give them any more votes. 
Supposing a person had five hundred acres, and that he contributed £500 towards the 30.Jmie,188. 

expense of drainage, would you only give hint the same amount of influence in an election  as 
a person who had fifty acres, and who only contributed £50? I would only give him a vote, 
for I don't think such a ease would apply to my neighbourhood. 
You are applying your remarks to Miller's Forest, where the farms are about fifty or 

sixty acres? Yes. 
In that locality this state of things. does not exist—there are no very large proprietors? 

No. . . 
By the Government appointing this Board, I understand you to mean—you think an 

Act ought to be passed to enable the persons residing in Miller's Forest, who have land,, to 
join together to early out the system of drainage ? Yes. There is no use in the Board 
framing rules unless they have some power or authority from the Government to take and 
pass the drains along. 
You don't mean by that, that the Government should directly icterfere with the. arrange-

ments ? I think not, further than to make a law giving power to the Local Board. 
52., All you want is Legislative sanction for the persons you appoint to carry out drainage 
arrangements 1, don't know what the people want—that is what I think ought to be done. 
You don't approve of the Government interfering with surveyers? No. I would not 

give three pins for the opinions of the surveyor, merely. There is not a farmer who does 
not- know what is required, What would pay the surveyoi would pay a lot of navvies to do 
half the work. 
You would leave it then in the hands of those who are interested? Yes, I think so. 

So far as the drainage of the land goes, I don't see any instructions are required. Any old 
farmer knows how to drain the land. If there was a large drain run up the centre of Heaslip's 
Lagoon—it is the lowest giound in the Forest--if this were drained, the result would be to 
drain all the higher grounds. There would also be two or three small drains required. 

By Mr. Gordon: In your opinion, Heaslip's Lagoon is the only portion of the Forest 
that requires draining? ' I think if' it is properly drained all the rest would be benefited. 
When that lagoon fills up it spreads and rises 'until it covers the good land. 
Don't you think the system of drainage in the dry seasons injurious to the high land? 

No; from experience I think it would not. 
B, the Gha'irman: have you anything to suggest about which we have not asked you 

any questions? No, I don't think I have ; without it be whether the Government should 
not grant us some assistance in making thes.e drains—in the shape of a loan. 
And the interest to be paid by the assessment? I think so; but it would be better if we 

got the money without interest, rather than pay it. 

TUESDAY, 6 JULY, 1858. 

Orednt 

MR. JONES; I MR. PIDDINGTON, 

MR. SCOTT. 

A. W SCOTT, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Mr. George Weakley called in and examined: 

BY the Chairman: Where do you reside? At Hexham. Mr. George 
Have you lands of your own there, or are you a tenant? I am a tenant of Mr. Flood, and Weakley.' 

have lands of my own besides.  
Where are those lands situated? Some in Ainwick, and some in Miller's Forest. 6 July, 1858. 
Have you been long in the district? About seventeen years. 
Are your lands high or low, or both? Principally low. 
Cultivation lands? Yes 
Subject to floods? In a great measure. The whole is subject to flood when there is an 

extraordinary flood in the Hunter. 
Are they injured at all by ordinary floods? About a fourth of the low lands are injured 

by ordinary floods. 
Do you suffer much injury from continual rain without there being so much as to cause 

an ordinary flood? I do not, a great deal; but there is a great deal of land flooded by rain 
from the want of flood-gates and proper drains to take it away from the swampy land. 
What is your opinion with respect to the drainage, as to its effect on the adjoining lands, 

suppose a general system of drainage were carried on? It would do a great deal of good 
to have a system of drainage—flood-gates, and large drains for taking off the water quickly. 
It would not then do nearly so much damage. 
Of the land belonging to yourself, and that tenanted by you from Mr. Flood, how many 

acres would be benefited by drainage—how many would be brought into more permanent 
cultivation? About a hundred or a hundred and fifty acres. 
That are now useless? That are now useless for cultivation. 
What is the value of these low cultivation lands per acre, either to purchase or in the 

shape of rent? In their present state they are not worth more than five shillings an acre.rent. 
What would be their value if an efficient system of drainage were adopted? I suppose 

about £1 an acre rent. 
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Mr. George 15. It would increase their value about four-fold? Yes. 
Weakley. 16. Would the drainage in your own neighbourh000d be expensive, or otherwise? It would 

be expensive. 
July, 1858. 17. How much an acre do you think it would cost: you say about a hundred acres would 

be rendered available by this drainage-what would the drainage cost in proportion to the 
value? A mere trifle for the value of the land. 
What do you think would be the expense? That would require some consideration. 
It would be trifling, compared with the increased value of the land? Yes. 
Would you recommend that there should be a general system of drainage adopted? Yes. 

I think it would be very beneficial to most part of the inhabitants. 
How would you propose that the expense should be met? I should think myself that 

the proprietors of the land would do their best to see to it : that there should be Local 
Boards, and the proprietors of lands benefited should bear the expense. 
You would have a kind of assessment upon the lands? If one party were agreeable to 

drain and another were not, a iaw would be required to compel the parties who were not 
agreeable. 
Supposing such a law to be passed, you would have a Local Board appointed? Yes. 
And this Local Board should have power to assess the land? Yes. 
How would you have that Board appointed-by the Government or by the proprietors of 

the district? The Board should be appointed from among the inhabitants of the place 
where the drainage was required. 
You would not have a general system, so that one Board should manage all the various 

places, but would have Local Boards for each spot requiring drainage? Yes. 
Have you spoken upon the subject with any of your neighbours? No, not a great deal; 

I have spoken to Mr. Bradley respecting the drainage of Mr. Christie's estate. 
You mean Mr. Burton Bradley, the solicitor? Yes; he is the agent of Mr. Christie, 

who has something like 800 acres of swamp land which is of no value in its present state, 
and it might be drained for something like £600 or £700. 

By Mr. Jones: What rent is he now receiving for these 800 acres? Not two shillings 
and sixpence an acre, I suppose. 
What rent do you suppose he would be able to get for this land if it were thoroughly 

drained? Li an acre. 
By the Chairman : But Mr. Bradley has no small proprietor to interfere with him 

at all ? No. 
By Mr. Jones: Are you acquainted with Ash Island? Yes. 
is any of the land there subject to be swamped and flooded from heavy rains? Yes. 
What quantity do you suppose is liable to be swamped? It is liable to be swamped by 

spring tides as much as by rains. 
What quantity of land is liable to be flooded by these causes? About two-thirds of the 

land-nearly two thousand acres. 
Is the land liable to be flooded of good quality for cultivation purposes? I believe it 

would be of good quality provided the water were kept off; but the water lying on it, the 
land becomes sour and salt. 
Would it be very costly to drain the portion that is liable to be flooded? Not expensive 

in proportion to the value of the land. 
What do you suppose to be the annual value of the land in its present condition? In 

its present condition a great portion is not worth two shillings and sixpence an acre per 
annum-I am alluding to the swamps. 
What do you suppose would be the value if it were drained? From £8 to £10 per acre. 
What annual rental do you suppose it would bring in? Putting it at the lowest, £1 

an acre. 
What do you suppose the cost of draining this estate would be? Something like £600, 

I should think. 
That, of course, is more favorably placed for draining purposes than the ordinary lands 

on the Hunter liable to be swamped? It could be effected more easily, because there are no 
mountain creeks on Ash Island. 
It therefore can be drained more cheaply than the ordinary lands? Yes. 
Do you know whether, apart from the lands with which you are immediately connected, 

whether there is any great quantity of land on the Hunter and its tributary rivers-the 
Paterson and the Williams-liable to be flooded by heavy rains? Yes, an immense quantity; 
on one side there is Mr. Windeyer's swamp at Tomago, and on the Williams River there is 
u very extensive swamp, adjoining Mr. Mossman's. 
On the eastern bank of the Williams, the right bank going from the mouth of the river? 

That is in Gloucester. On the Paterson there is not any swamp that I am aware of. On 
the south-west side of the Hunter from Newcastle the first is Wentworth's Swamp, or Hexhans 
Swamp, which is very extensive; the next is Fliekey's-part Hickey's and Eales'-and Mr. 
Flood's, and Christie's. 
Are there any on the Durham side of the Hunter behind Nelson's Plains, between the 

Hunter and the Williams? Barty's Swamp lies between the two rivers. 
Can you form any rough estimate of the total quantity of land subject to being flooded 

by ordinary rains, and which is capable of being drained, on the Lower Hunter, from 
Maitland downwards? Taking tile south-west side of the Hunter, from i\laitland to New-
castle, I should think there are 20,000 acres. 
That is only on the Northumberland bank of the Hunter? Yes. 
If that  land were drained would it generally be of good quality? Yes. 
What would it produce chiefly? Maize. I do not consider that wheat would be safe, 

as the land there will always be subject to floods for a short time, even if it were drained, on 
account of the mountain creeks. 
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The mountain creeks bring down more water than the outlet of the narrow channel Mr. George 
would let off, and it would flow on to the land? Yes. 

Weakley. 

By the Chairman: Drainage would improve the grass for the cattle? Yes. 
By Mr. Jones: Would the land produce potatoes and other vegetables? Yes, great 6 July, 1858. 

portions of it. 
These lands are favorably situated for the conveyance of produce to market? Yes, 

either by the river or by railway. 
Produce could be sent with very great facility to Sydney? Yes. 
You are aware that there is a great quantity of land on the Durham and Gloucester 

bank of the river liable to swamp from the same causes? There is more on the northern 
than on the southern bank. 
Are you aware whether these lands would be of good quality, supposing they were 

drained? I believe they would be of good quality, after two or three years, when they had 
been sweetened by the rains. 
Thy are also almost equally favorably placed for the produce being shipped to Sydney 

and other markets? Yes, the whole of them. 
So that if these lands were thoroughly drained and brought into cultivation they would 

add very largely to the annual produce of the district? Yes. 
And in a correspoding degree would add to the supply sent to Sydney and elsewhere? 

Yes. 
Which would be a great advantage to the district itself and also to the metropolis, by 

giving larger quantities of supplies to the latter, and benefiting the tenants and owners of 
the land? Yes. 
By Mr. Piddinyton: Have you any idea of the comparative quality of the land on these 

swamps—do you think, for instance, the land on Wentworth's Swamp is equally as good as 
the land on Barty's Swamp? I think it is nearly of one quality. 
As you approach the sea, do you think the character of the swamp land either deteriorates 

or improves? No, it is all alike, I think. 
With respect to Mr. Flood's land, which you have spoken of, you say about a hundred 

acres are reclaimable? Yes. 
Is not Mr. Flood in a position to drain that land now if he chooses? No; he would be 

obliged to drain Mr. Hickey's and Mr. Eales' land, as well as that of other parties. 
Messrs. Eales and Hickey are owners of large portions of land,—are you not of opinion, 

if a law were passed enabling these large proprietors to drain the land, the expense should be 
borne by the various landowners concerned? Yes. 
By the Chairman: You could not drain Mr. Flood's land, or Woodford, without passing 

through the the land of other proprietors? No. 
To get that outlet through whose lands do you pass? Mr. Eales' and Mr. Hickey's. 
Do you think Mr. Eales, Mr. Hickey, or others, would agree to have their land drained 

unless there were some proper system enacted by Government? They would refuse: they 
would make some objection; and, I believe, that would be the case wherever there were a 
number of small proprietors. 
You think one obstinate person might injure a number of neighbouring proprietors by 

refusing to drain, unless it were made compulsory? Yes; one might injure ten or dozen. 
By Mr. Piddingion: I think you said you are not acquainted with any swamp at the 

back of the Paterson? No, I am not acquainted with the Paterson at all. 
By the Chairman: Have you anything further to suggest to the Committee on the sub-

ject of drainage? There is one point to which I have not referred, namely, the outlets for 
the water connected with the mountain creeks. These would require to have very large 
flood-gates to give the water vent. The water comes from an immense distance back from 
the mountain lands, and unless there are ample outlets it overflows the land. 

333—E 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ASSESSMENT ON STOCK. 
(CERTAIN INHABITANTS OF THE DISTRICT OF NEW ENGLAND.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be P,iuled, 22 June, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Agriculturists, Gold Miners, Town 
Residents, and other Inhabitants of the District of New England,—. 

lTUMLy SUEWETH :- 

That your Petitioners are of opinion that any Assessment on Stock Bill that may 
be passed by the Legislative Assembly should have a retrospective aseet, beginning from 
the date at which the assessment formerly levied expired, viz, the 31st December, 1857. 

That your Petitioners are also of opinion, that in consequence of several months 
having elapsed during which no a.ssessme'nt whatever on stock has been levied, the late 
period of the Session, and the deficiency in the revenue to meet the estimated expenditure, 
a uniform rate of £7 lOs. per 1,000 sheep, or an equivalent in cattle, for the year 1858 only, 
would not be too high a rate to be levied during that period. 

That your Petitioners would likewise humbly suggest for consideration by your 
Honorable House, with reference to any measure that may be introduced for the purpose of 
fixing the rate of assessment from the termination of 1853 to the expiration of the existing 
leases in the unsettled districts, the prriety of classifying districts according to their 
relative pastoral capabilities; and they also feel justified in advocating the principle of 
dividing the runs in each district into distinct classes, through the agency of sworn assessors 
appointed by the Government; and that the said runs, after being so classed, should be 
valued according to their district class and area, by the Government, in conformity with the 
rate or rates of assessment authorized by the Parliament. 

That your Petitioners having the interests of the Colonists generally at heart, humbly 
suggest that the views which they have advanced may meet with favorable consideration at 
the hands of your Honorable House. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 215 &gnaures.] 
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Leitatthc gooembig. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ASSESSMENT ON STOCK. 
(PETITION FROM NEW ENGLAND AND MACLEAY.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 30 June, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Graziers, holding Squatting Licenses in 
the Districts of New England and the Maoleay, and other Residents 
therein,— 

&IEWETH :- 

That your Petitioners have heard with alarm, that it is proposed to levy an 
assessment of £7 lOs. per 1,000 sheep, or 160 head of cattle, upon all stock depastured in 
the Squatting Districts, in addition to the license fee, making a total of nearly 2d. per head 
upon sheep, and 15 pence upon cattle per annum. 

That your Petitioners would beg to bring under the notice of your Honorable House, 
that both from their distance from Sydney and the nature of their climate and soil, they are 
unable to fatten stock fit for slaughter, and are therefore compelled to sell them as store stock 
for Port Philhip, or other districts where they can be fattened, and obtaining an average, price 
of 30s. per head for cattle and 7s. (3d. for sheep, when four years old,—an amount which will 
not enable your Petitioners to pay the proposed assessment. 

Your Petitioners therefore pray that such an assessment may not be imposed upon 
these districts, but such smaller amount as to your Honorable House may seem fair and just, 
and which your Petitioners will cheerfully pay. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

[IIerefol'ow 365 Signatures.] 

213— 
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tcgi1attbc 2ooembip. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

PASTORAL LANDS ASSESSMENT AND RENT ACT. 
(PETITION FROM Ma. F. GARDINEIL) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 19 October, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 
The Petition of the undersigned Scjuatter and Sheepholder in the Darling 

Downs District,— 

HUMBLY SUEWETTI :- 
That your Petitioner for the last five years has been in possession of country 

on the Mooney River, in the Darling Downs District, and estimated to depasture twenty 
thousand sheep; but, during that period, from the nature of the country, he has been unable 

to keep half that number. 
That, during the early part of that period of five years he suffered much from 

drought, and, eventually, from floods, which carried off a large number of sheep. 

That great scarcity of labor, high wages, and carriage of produce, have barely 
permitted Petitioner to meet expenses at the year's end under the old Assessment Act. 

That the nature of the country on that part of the Mooney where Petitioner resides, 
and for some considerable extent beyond, will never allow sheep to be depastured to the same 
extent—by one-half, or one-third—that can be done on the richer and more open parts of 
the Darling Downs District. 

That your Petitioner is aware during his three years residence on the MOoney, and 
travels and observations on the surrounding country, that many stations in the Darling 
Downs District are capable of, and have, and do depasture one-third and one-half more in 
number of sheep than the run has been estimated for. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honorable House will take into your 
serious consideration that clause which imposes an uniform rate of Assessment, detrimental to 
the small suattcr and legitimate occupier, but which the large scuatter may consider a boon. 

That, although the increased Assessment and Rent Act for 185.3 has now passed your 

Honorable House, Petitioner prays that a clause may be introduced for the re-assessment or 
adjustment of such lands as he now holds, or so modify the present Act that it may not 

prove ruinous to him. 
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

FREDERIC GARDINER. 

551— 



762 



763 

1858. 

Liiø1attIt aootmblv. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

ASSESSMENT ON RUNS. 
(CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO ASSENT TO BILL AIJTllORIZING. 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be P,inted, 19 November, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 

New South Wales, dated 16 November, 1858, praying that His 

Excellency the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be 

laid upon the Table of this House,— 

"Copies of any Correspondence which may have taken place 

"between His Excellency the Governor General and the Law 

" Officers of the Crown, or any Minute or written opinion which 

"may have been made or given by the present or the late 

11  Attorney General, or both, upon the subject of the Assent 

" which it has been announced has been given to the Act 

"authorizing an Assessment on Runs" 

(Mr. Donaldson.) 

SCHEDULE. 
NO. rage. 

Private Secretary to the Crown Law Officers, submitting copies of two Bills. 9 October, 1858 2 

Minute by the Honorable Alfred P. Lutwyche (late Solicitor General) on the "Increased 
Assessment and Rent Act of 1858." 18 October, 1858.. .. .. .. .. .. 2- 

8. Minute by the Honorable James Martin (late Attorney General) on the same subject. 
6 November, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 

589— 
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ASSESSMENT ON RUNS. 

No. 1. 

Tua PRIVATE SECRETARY to Tun CRowN LAw OrrIcEus. 

Government house, 

GENTLEMEN, 
Sydney, 9 October, 1858. 

I have the honor, by command of His Excellency the Governor General, to 

transmit to you the accompanying cpy of a Bill, passed by the Legislative Council and 

Legislative Assembly, and presented to His Excellency for the Royal Assent, intitulcd, 

" A Bill to impose an Assessment on Runs in the Unsettled and Intermediate Districts, and to 

"increase the Rent of Lands leased for pastoral purposes within the Settled Districts of 

New South \Vales." Also— 

A Bill to authorise additional works by the Pyrinont Bridge Company, and to amend their 

Act of Incorporation." 

2. The Governor General requests that you will carefully peruse these Bills, with the 

view of ascertaining whether, in your opinion, there is any objection to His Excellency 

giving his assent thereto, or whether he is required, under the provisions of the Constitution 

or any other Acts, or the Royal Instructions, to withhold his assent to them, or to reserve 

them for the signification of Her Majesty's pleasure. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE ALFRED DENISON, 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL and Private Secretary. 

THE SoLIcIToR GENERAL. 

No.2. 

.3finutc on the "Increased Assessment and Rent Act of 1858." 

- The Law Officers having been called upon, in the ordinary course of their duty, to report 

to His Excellency the Governor General whether there is any objection, in their opinion, to 

His Excellency giving his assent to the "Increased Assessment and Rent Act of 1858," or 

whether he is required, under the provisions of the Constitution or any other Acts, or the 

Royal Instructions, to withhold his assent to it, or to reserve it for the signification of Her 

Majesty's pleasure,—it seems desirable, having regard to a protest signed by six Members of 

the Legislative Council, to place upon record the grouids which have induced the Attorney 

General and Solicitor General to recommend His Excellency to give his assent to the Bill, 

notwithstanding the protest in question. 

2. That protest is couched in the following terms:— 

"Protest against the passing of the Pastoral Lands Assessment and Rent Bill. 

"Dissentient :- 

"Because, although it be admitted that such an administration of Crown Lands is 

" desirable as would tend to restrain the abuse commonly known as 'Run hunting,' 

and although it be also admitted that the mode of assessment contemplated 

" by this Bill is adapted to this purpose, no such Bill can he passed in respect 

" of Runs already taken up, without involving a breach of contract, and that of 

a contract excluded from the interference of this Legislature by the terms 

of its own Constitution, inasmuch as,— 

"(1.) The Runs held in respect of Leases within the Unsettled and Intermediate 

" Districts are so held by virtue of Her Majesty's Order in Council of 9th 

March, 1847, Chap. II, under a rent thereby fixed for the full term of lease; 

and although such rent is by the same Order declared to be without prejudice 

to assessments of the Colonial Legislature, these are manifestly limited by the 

11  context 
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" context to assessments on actual sheep and cattle of like nature with the 

" assessment which then subsisted; or at all events to assessments which can be 

distinguished, in something beyond the mere name, from a direct increase of 
rent." 

This view of the case is rendered conclusive by the established rules of legal 
interpretation, which recluire  that the language of a Lease shall be construed 
favorably to the Lessee, and against the Lessor; and that an exception shall 
" be construed in its most limited sense, so as to give the fullest effect to 
the affirmative part of the instrument. 

The Colonial Act 17 Victoria, No. 41, under which, as ratified by the 

" Imperial Statute 18 and 19 Victoria, cap. 54, the powers of this Legislature 

" alone subsist, excludes in express terms from its interference the rights of 

Licensed Occupants or Lessees of Crown Lands under the then subsisting 

" Crown Lands Act, or Her Majesty's Orders in Council, and the same 

restriction on the power of this Legislature is imposed by the Imperial Act 

18 and 19 Vict., c. 56, transferring thereto, in other respects, the control 
" of the Colonial Crown Lands. 

E. DEAs THOMSON. 

G. K. HOLDEN. 

"FitANCI5 L. S. MEREW1STHER. 

"JAMES MITCHELL. 

J. NORTON. 

"ARTHUR M. A'BECKETT." 

3. The Law Officers are of opinion that the Bill can be passed in respect of runs 

already taken up, without either involving any breach of contract on the part of the Crown 

or any extra constitutional assumption of power by the Legislature. They think that the 

language of the Orders in Council of 9th March, 1847, Chap. II, S. 4, plainly shows that an 
assessment on runs was contemplated by those Orders as well as on sheep and cattle. If the 

framers of those orders had had nothing but sheep and cattle in view as subject matters for 

assessment, they would have stopped short at the end of the 4th line of the section, or, at all 

events at the word " assessments," in the 6th line of it. "Such assessments " might then 

have been construed "such assessments as aforesaid," that is to say, " the existing or any 

' future assessments of taxes or rates on sheep and cattle." But when the Orders in Council, 
after providing not only for existing but future assessments on sheep and cattle, go on to say 
that the payment of rent shall in no way interfere with the right of the Colonial Legislature 
to impose from time to time such assessment as may be deemed advisable, it is evident that a 
power was reserved to the Colonial Legislature to assess something more than sheep and 

cattle, namely, the runs on which those sheep and cattle were depastured. 

ALFRED P. LUTWYCHE, 
Crown Law Ojlces, Solicitor General. 

81dney, 18 October, 1858. 

No. 3. 

I am unable to agree in the above opinion of the Solicitor General. It appears to 

me to be quite clear that the 58th section of the Constitution Act prohibits the Parliament 
of New South WTales  from passing an Act to levy on runs taken up at the time of the passing 

of that Act any assessment different in character from the assessments then existing. 

JAMES MARTIN, 
6 November, 1858. Attorney General. 
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gIaitUc noorlujiv. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

SCAB AND CATARRH IN SHEEP 

IIEPORT FROM THE SELECT COiMITTEE 

ON 

SCAB AND CATARRH IN SHEEP, 

TOGETHER WITH 

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE, 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, AND APPENDIX. 

ORDERED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTED, 

26 May, 1858. 

SYDNEY: 
PRINTED BY WILLIAM HANSON, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, 

PHILLIP-STREET. 

1858. 
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1857. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VOTES No. 20. FRIDAY, 23 OCTOBER, 1857. 

5. Scab and Catarrh in Sheep:—Mr. Lang moved, pursuant to amen dccl notice,— 
(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into, and Report upon, the 
working of the existing Acts of Council referring to Scab and Catarrh in Sheep. 
(2) That such Committee consist of the following Members :—Mr. U. Macleay, Mr. 
Robertson, Mr. Lee, Mr. Flood, Mr. Hargrave, Mr. F. T. Rusden, Mr. Suttor, Mr. 
Osborne, and Mr. Donaldson. 
Debate ensued. 
Question (l)—That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into, and Report 
upon, the working of the existing Acts of Council referring to Scab and Catarrh in 
Sheep—put and passed. 
Mr. P. U. Rusden then required that the Committee be appointed by Ballot,—
Whereupon the [louse proceeded to the Ballot, and the Speaker declared the follow-
ing Members to be, with the Mover, the Committee duly appointed, viz.Mr. Flood, 
Mr. Cox, Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Hargrave, Mr. Lee, Mr. U. Macbay, Mr. Robertson, Mr. 
Suttor, and Mr. Osborne. 

VOTES No. 24. FRIDAY, 30 OCTOBER, 1857. 

5. Scab and Catarrh in Sheep:—Mr. T. U. Rusden moved, pursuant to notice, That the 
following Papers be referred to the Select Committee for investigating the present 
Laws relating to Scab :- 
Return relative to Scab in Sheep Act, 1854; printed 21st June, 1855. 

printed 3rd July, 1855. 
printed 5th July, 1855. 

Accounts of Receipts and Disbursements, 1855; printed 3rd June, 1856. 
Sheep Assessment and Compensation Returns; printed 11th March, 1857. 

IP printed 13th March, 1857. 
with a view of exposing the contradictions contained in these documents, and of 
ascertaining the inequality of the working of the present Acts. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 25. TUESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

9. Scab and Catarrh in Sheep:—Mr. T. U. Rusden moved, pursuant to notice, That the 
Petitions relative to the destruction of Sheep under the Scab Acts, (which were 
ordered to be printed by this Rouse on the 9th and the 23rd of January last), be 
referred to the Committee on the Scab and Catarrh Acts. 
Question put and passed. 

Diseases in Sheep Laws Consolidation Bill:—Mr. T. U. Rusden moved, That this Bill 
be now " read a second time." 
Mr. Cox moved, That the Question be amended by the omission of the words "read a 
" second time," with a view to the insertion in their place of the words " referred to 
the Select Committee on the Laws relating to Scab and Catarrh in Sheep." 
Question—That the words proposed to be oitted stand part of the Question,—put 
and negatived. 
Question—That the words proposed to be inserted in place of the words omitted, be 
so inserted,—put and passed ;—. 
Whereupon Question—That this Bill be now referred to the Select Committee on the 
Laws relating to Scab and Catarrh in Sheep,—put and passed. 

VOTES No. 28. FRIDAY, 6 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

Mr. Arthur Charles Bartlett :—Mr. Lang moved, pursuant to notice, That the Petition 
of Mr. Arthur Charles Bartlett, praying compensation for Sheep destroyed under the 
provisions of the Scab Act, 18 Victoria, No. 26, and ordered to be printed on the 
23rd October, 857, be referred to the Select Committee now sitting to inquire into 
the working of that Act. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES 
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VOTES No. 41. TUESDAY, 1 DECEMBER, 1857. 

S. Scab and Catarrh in Sheep Acts :—Mr. T. G. Rusdcu moved, pursuant to notice, That 
the two Petitions ordered to be printed by this house on the 10th November, 1857, 
relative to the destruction of Sheep, be refejied to the Select Committee on the Scab. 
and Catarrh Acts. 
Question put and passed. 

[FurilLer 1'roceedings stoppd by J'i'orogation.] 

1858. 

VOTES No. 18. TUESDAY, 27 APRIL, 1858. 

13. Scab and Catarrh in Sheep:—Mr. Hodgson moved, pursuant to notice,— 
That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into, and Report upon, ther  

working of the Act 19 Victoria, No. 27, and to prepare a Bill for the prevention of 
the disease called Scab in Sheep, and that all proceedings of the Select Committee of 
last Session be referred to this Committee. 

That such Committee consist of Mr. Cox, Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Flood, Mr. Leer
. 

 
Mr. Lloyd, Mr. George Maeleay, Mr. Robertson, Mr. Suttor, Mr. Taylor, and the 
Mover. 
Debate ensued. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 34. WEDNESDAY, 26 MAY, 1858. 

2. 9cab and Catarrh in Sheep :- 
Mr. Hodgson, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upon the-

Table the Evidence taken before the Select Committee appointed on the 27th ultimo, 
to inquire into and report upon the working of the Act, 19 Vict., No. 27, and to 
prepare a 13i11 for the prevention of the disease called Scab in Sheep. 
Ordered to be printed, together with the Minutes of Proceedings and Appendices. 

Scab in Sheep prevention Bill:—Mr. Hodgson then brought up the Bill as 
prepared by the Committee, and moved, That it be now read a first time. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill intituled, " A Bill for the prevention of Scab in Sheep;"—read a first time; 
ordered to be printed, and read a second time on next Friday week. 
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1858. 

SCAB AND CATARRH IN SHEEP. 

REPORT. 

TUE SELECT COMMITTEE of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on 27th ultimo "to inquire 
"into and report upon the working of the Act 19 Vict., No. 27, and to prepare a BiIr 

"for the prevention of the disease called Scab in Sheep," and to whom were referred 
all proceedings of the Select Committee of last &ssion ;"—have agreed to the following 
Report 

Your Committee having carefully considered the evidence of various sheep farmers. 

and other persons examined before the Committee of last Session, and having deliberated on 
the Scab in Sheep Act, 19 Vict., No. 27, have prepared a Bill for the better prevention of 
Scab in Sheep, which they now beg leave to submit for the consideration of your Honorabl& 
House. 

Your Committee have considered it unnecessary to include "Catarrh" in this Bill, 

believing that the interests of the Colony would be best consulted by the introduction of a 

Bill, the provisions of which should be exclusively confined to this disease. They are, how-

ever, of opinion, that the enactments still in force relative thereto are for the present amply 
sRfficient to meet all probable requirements. 

It has been proved to the satisfaction of your Committee that the late Act was based 

upon sound principles, and has most effectually tended to eradicate a disease which at one 

time threatened to overrun the whole Colony, and involve in its progress the decrease of 

sheep, and deterioration of the fleece. 

After a careful consideration of the evidence, and all the facts brought under the 

notice of your Committee, the following alterations in the Act 19 Victoritn, No. 27, have 
suggested themselves :— 

That the compulsory destruction of sheep infected with " scab" be extended 

from 14 to 28 days, and that sheep thus infected may be boiled down, shorn, or 

skins fellmongered upon the station of their owners, or securely packed in bales, 

and forwarded to the port of destination; but under such circumstances the 

proprietors of the diseased sheep will not be entitled to any compensation. 

That the penalty for driving sheep unbranded be reduced from not eceeding 
two shillings" to•" not exceeding sixpence." 

That the penalty for removal of imported sheep from any seaport in the Colony 

without the certificate of an Inspector be increased from £20 to £30 per bead 
and that such imported sheep, although infected with scab, (so long as they are 

kept in a secure stable or shed approved by such Inspector), shall not be liable 

to be destroyed until the expiration of three months subsequent to their impor-
tation. 

That your Committee are unanimously of •opinion that the appointment of 

• Inspectors in the Country Districts has not been found to work satisfactorily, 

whilst, at the same time, this system involved a very'considra-ble. outlayoi the 

funds assessed under the late Act; and they therefore rcommend that any 
215—B Bench 
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Bench of Magistrates, assisted by a jury of not less than four sheep farmers, or 

sheep managers, should, if they should deem it necessary, appoint Inspectors 

temporarily in Country Districts to examine sheep supposed to be infected with 

Scab, such Inspectors to be paid £1 per diem, together with reasonable travelling 

expenses. 

(5.) That no fresh Scab Assessment be levied under this Act, but that so much of 

the funds raised under the Acts 18th Vict., No. 26, and 19th Vict., No. 27, as 

remains at present unexpended, be applied for the purposes of this Act, which it 

is proposed should continue in force until 31st December, 1859; and your 

Committee are of opinion that if it should be unfortunately considered necessary 

to raise further funds, a short Act should be passed authorizing an assessment 

for that purpose. 

Although Scab may fortunately be said at the present time to have no existence in 

this Colony, (owing to the successful operation of the late Act,) your Committee cannot but 

view with feelings of alarm and apprehension the introduction of rams from Van Diemen's 

Land, of sheep across the border from Victoria, (in both of which Colonies it is reported that 

scarcely any clean sheep are to be found), and of imported rams from England; on the 

principle of preventioti being better than cure, your Committee would respectfully urge the 

immediate passing of this Bill, and the appointment by the Government of competent 

Inspectors at two or more towns on the southern frontier, and at all seaports throughout the 

Colony. 

Mr. 2'. G. Rusden's Disease in Sheep L,ws Conso1idahn Bill.—With regard to 

this Bill, the majority of your Committee being of opinion that its main principles differed 

most essentially from their views and opinions, in order to avoid any unnecessary waste of 

time, resolved on its immediate rejection. 

With reference to the following papers referred for their consideration, viz. :— 

Return relative to Scab in Sheep Act, 1854; printed 21st June, 1855. 

printed 3rd July, 1855. 

printed 5th July, 1855. 

Accounts of Receipts and Disbursements, 1855; printed 3rd June, 1856. 

Sheep Assessment and Compensation Returns; printed 11th March. 1857. 

printed 13th March, 1857. 

with a view to expose certain contradictions alleged to be contained therein, and of demon-

trating the inequality of the working of the late Act relating to Scab in Sheep. Your 

Committee are of opinion that the discrepancies apparently existing in these documents have 

been satisfactorily explained away by the evidence given by Mr. Henry Lane, the Secretary 

to the Treasury, on the 5th, and by Mr. Thomas Lang on the 11th November, 1857. 

In the case of .M.. John Giblett.—Your Committee beg leave to state, that as the 

Petitioner has not appeared in answer to the two summonses addressed to him, nor stated any 

eason for his non-appearance, no further steps can be taken by the Committee with reference 

to his Petition. 

In the case of Mr. William Bowman.—Your Committee are of opinion that the 

Petitioner has satisfactorily proved that he took all reasonable means within his power to 

comply bonafide with the law in the matter of the destruction of his sheep,—not, however, 

to the number of 3,400, as set forth in one of the allegations of his Petition, but to that of 

3,279, as adduced by the evidence given before them. Your Committee would, therefore, 

recommend that compensation for such number (3,279) amounting to £655 lOs., be awarded 

W Mr. Bowman. 

In the case of Xr. Arthur Charles .Bartlett.—Your Committee are of opiniom that 

the allegations contained in this Petition are fully substantiated, and that the Petitioner is 

clearly entitled to compensation for the 1,927 sheep destroyed under the Scab Act of 1854, 

and recommend, therefore, that compensation for such number, amounting to £385 88., be 

awarded to Mr. Bartlett. 

In the cases of Messrs. T. G. Rusden and A. B. Lawson.—Your Committee are 

unale to report favorably as to the prayer of these Petitions, in consequence of their being 

eon$irary to the provisions of the Scab in Sheep Act. 

ARTHUR HODGSON, 

Legislative Assembly Chamber, Chairman. 

Sydney, 26 May, 1858. 
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1857. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

TUESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

f!tEmbevø 13rtent :— 

Mr. G. Macleay, j Mr. Hargrave, 
Mr. Cox. 

Committee appointed Mr. Lang to be their Chairman. 
Mr. G. Macleay, in the absence of Mr. Lang, was called to the Chair. 
By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the House referring to the Committee, 

on 30th ultimo, the following Papers, 

" Return relative to Scab in Sheep Act, 1854; printed 21st June, 1855. 
printed 3rd July, 1855. 

tc 

printed 5th July, 1855. 
Accounts of Receipts and Disbursements 1855; printed 13th February, 1856. 
Sheep Assessment and Compensation Returns; printed 11th March, 1857, 

printed 13th March, 1857, 
" with a view of exposing the contradictions contained in these documents, and 
of ascertaining the inequality of the working of the present Acts,"—

read by the Clerk. 
Committee deliberated as to their course of proceeding. 
Motion made and Question—" That Henry Lane, Esquire, Secretary to the Treasury, 

" be summoned before this Committee, as a witness, for Thursday next, to be then examined 
' with respect to the contradictions appearing in these documents "—agreed to. 

[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Eeven o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 5 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

£tRelubetø 1veøent :— 

Gideon Scott Lang, Esquire, in the Chair. 
Mr. Cox, Mr. U. Macleay, 
Mr. Ilargrave, Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Suttor, Mr. Robertson. 

By direction of the Chairman, Resolutions of the House referring to the Committee 
on 3rd instant,- 

1. Two Petitions from Messrs. John Giblett and William Bowman, respectively, 
relative to the destruction of their sheep under the Scab Act, ordered to be 
printed on the 9th and 23rd January last. 

" 2. Diseases in Sheep Laws Consolidation Bill," 
read by the Clerk. 

Committee considered the papers referred to them under the Resolution of the House, 
dated tEe 30th ultimo, in which certain contradictions apparently existed. 

Mr. Henry Lane, Secretary to the Treasury, examined. 
Motion made, and Question—" That Thomas Lang, Esquire, be summoned before 

" this Committee, as a witness, for Wednesday next, to be then examined in reference to the 
discrepancies in these papers "—agreed to. 

Committee then proceeded to consider the Petition of Mr. John Giblett. 
Petition read. 

The Chairman having brought under the notice of the Committee that by the last 
paragraph of a Report of the Select Committee of the late Legislature on the " Scab in 
11  Sheep Act of 1854," it would appear that Petitioner's case had been previously adjudicated 
on, read the evidence given by Mr. Giblett before said Committee. (Vide Minutes of Evi-
dence taken before Select Committee on Scab in Sheep Act of 1854, page 33.) 

Committee deliberated thereon. 
l'Iotion made (Mr. U. .ilfacleay) and Question—" That B. Cox, Escj'uire, J.P., be 

summoned before this Committee, as a witness on this Petition, for Wednesday next "-
agreed to. 

Committee then deliberated on the principles of the Act, 19 Vict., No. 27. 
The names of several persons whose evidence, it was stated, would be found very 

serviceable in furthering this inquiry, more particularly as regards the working of the 
present Act, having been submitted by various members of the Committee then present, the 
Chairman instructed the Clerk to make a list of such names, as a datum to guide the Com-
mittee in the future selection of witnesses; and 

The Clerk having taken such list accordingly,— 
Motion made (Mr. Hargrave) and Question—" That M. Goggs, Esquire, be summoned U 

 before this Committee, as a witness, for Wednesday next "—agreed to. 
[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDA Y, 11 NO VEMJ3ER, 1857. 

1Littmberø 1jrEtflt :- 

- Mr. Suttor, Mr. llargrave, 
Mr. Lee, I Mr. Cox. 

Mr. Suttor, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the House referring to the Committee, 

on 6th instant,—" The Petition of Mr. Arthur Charles Bartlett, praying compensation for 
Sheep destroyed under the provisions of the Scab Act, 18 Victoria, No. 26, and ordered to 
be printed on the 2.3rd October, 1857 "—read by the Clerk. 

Petition then read. 
Committee deliberated, and determined to take the evidence of the witnesses then in 

attendance. 
Whereupon,— 
Mr. T. Lang examined, with reference to the discrepancies in the papers referred to 

the Committee on 30th ultimo, and the working of the existing Scab Act. 
Mr. JIL Goggs examined, with reference to the working of the existing Scab Act. 

Mr. A. C. Bartleu examined, with reference to hii Petition. 

Mr. E. Cox, summoned under a Resolution agreed to by the Committee on 5th 
instant, was not in attendance. 

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 13 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

ftkmbtr 1Jrtnt :— 
Mr. G. Macleay, Mr. Cox, 
Mr. llargrave, Mr. Flood, 
Mr. Robertson, Mr. Suttor, 

Mr. Lee. 

Mr. G. Macleay, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
Committee proceeded to consider the principles of the Scab in Sheep Act, 19 Vie., 

No. 27, with a view to repeal the same, and frame a new Bill in lieu thereof. 
The Chairman, however, pointed out, that the tenor of the Resolution of the House 

appointing the Committee gave them no power to frame a new Bill, but restricted them to 
an inquiry into, and Report upon, the working of the existing Acts of Council referring to 
Scab and Catarrh in Sheep. 

Whereupon Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 
"That application be made to the House for such extension of the powers of the 

11  Committee as will admit of the preparation of a Bill to alter and amend 
"the Laws relating to Scab and Catarrh in Sheep, jjrvided that it shall 

"eventually seem to them expedient to prepare such lull." 
The Chairman then, at the request of the Clerk, brought under the notice of the 

Committee the extensive marginal corrections made by Mr. Henry Lane on the manuscript of 
the evidence given by him before them on the 5th instant, which, however, were in the 
wording, and not in the substance thereof, and desired the opinion of the Committee as to 
whether it would be the more expedient course to print the evidence shewing the corrections, 
or as in the original Manuscript. 

Committee deliberated; and it was Resolved :- 
" That as the corrections made by Mr. Lane, though considerable, are made 

with a view to elucidate his evidence, and are not in contravention to 
the substance of what be stated during his examination before the Com- 
mittee, his evidence be printed, showing those alterations." 

A letter from Mr. T. G. Rusderi, M. P., to the Chairman, recommending that the 
Committee should either examine, or make written application to certain scientific gentlemen, 
whose names were set forth in his communication, and suggesting certain Queries for such 
purpose; together with a copy of a letter addressed by Mr. Hoithorne to the Editor of the 
Lancet, on the 11th July, 1857, on the "Existence of the ova of the Acarus Seabici in 
Itch,"—read by the Clerk. 

Committee deliberated on the expediency of complying with the recommendation 
made in Mr. Rusden's letter; and it was Resolved:— 

" 1. That as the Committee conceive that little practical goodwill result from the 
" examination of these gentlemen, or from written application to them, and 
much time would be necessarily occupied in such inquiry, to the exclusion 
" of more serviceable evidence, they deem it inexpedient to accede to the 
request made in Mr. Rusden's communication." 

"2. That Mr. Rusdc, be informed of the tenor of this Resolution." 
A further letter from Mr. T. G. Rusden, M. P., to the Chairman, suggesting the 

advisability of examining or making written application to Mr. Thomas Rutledge, of Car-
woola, Bungendore, for his opinion relative to the existing laws relating to Scab and Catarrh 
in Sheep, as a person eminently qualified, by experience, to give valuable information on the 
subject,—read by the Clerk. 

- Motion made (Mr. Robertson) and Question—" That Thomas Rutledge, Esq.ire, be 

" summoned before this Committee, as a witness, for Thursday next "—agreed to. 

Committee then proceeded to consider the " Diseases in.-Sheep Laws Consolidation 

" Bill," referred to them under a Resolution of the House, dated 3rd instant. 
Motion 
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Motion made (Mr. Flood) and Question— 
"1. That it is expedient to examine the framer of this Bill prior to agreeing to 

" any course of proceeding with respect thereto. 
2. That T. G. Rusdcn, Esquire, M. P., be consequently requested to attend before 

the Committee, as a witness, on Thursday next." 
Agreed to. 
Committee further considered the Petition of John Giblett. 
Motion made (Mr. Cox) and Question—" That as it appears that Mr. E. Cox will be 

prevented from attending to give his evidence before the Committee; a communication be 
forthwith addressed to that gentleman, requesting him to furnish a written statement of 
the circumstances attending the refusal of a certificate to Petitioner for the destruction of 
" the sheep specified in his Petition,"—ogicd to. 

Committee then further deliberated on the principles of the present Scab in Sheep Act. 
[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Ten o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 19 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

£embfrø 4vEenI :— 
Mr. U. Macicay, Mr. Suttor, 
Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Cox, 
Mr. Lee, Jr. Hargrave. 

Mr. U. Machay, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
Mr. 7 U. Rusden, Al. P., and Mr. W. Busby, examined. 
The Chairman, at the request of the Clerk, informed the Committee that Mr. 

Rutledge had left Sydney, and eonseuently had not been able to be served with a summen, 
under the Resolution agreed to by the Committee on 13th instant. 

Mr. U. Macleay then withdrawing, Mr. Suttor was called to the Chair. 
Committee considered the Petition of Mr. William Bowman. 
Mr. W Bowman, M. P., the Petitioner, examined. 
Committee then further deliberated on the Petition of Mr. John Giblett. 
By direction of the Chairman, a Statement from Edward Cox, Esquire, J. P., in reply 

to a letter addressed to him, in accordance with a Resolution agreed to by the Committee on 
the 13th instant,—read by the Clerk. - 

Motion made (Mr. Cox) and Question—" That this communication, together with it-s 
appendices, be printed in the Appendix to such Report, as the Committee may hereafter 
" think fit to make,"—agreed to. (Vicle scpcmrae Appendix A.) 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at Ten o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 20 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

£iLember 1Jrent :— 
Mr. Suttor, Mr. Robertson, 
Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Hargrave, 
Mr. Lee, Mr. Cox. 

Mr. Suttor, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
Mr. H. Dangar, Dr. Jenkins, and Mr. William. Clenients, Scab Inspector in Sydney, 

examined. 

Committee further deliberated on the Petition of Mr. William Bowman. 
A letter—from Mr. William Bowman, to the Chairman, dated 20th instant, relative 

to his Petition—read. (Vide separate Appendix B.) 
[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Ten o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 24 NOVEMBER, 1857, 

ftItinJitrø j3rent :— 
Mr. Sutter, 
Mr. Hargrave, 
Mr. Osborne, 

Mr. Donaldson, 
Mr. Cox, 
Mr. Lee. 

Mr. Suttor, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
Committee further deliberated on the principles of the Act, 19 Vie., No. 27. 

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Ten o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 27 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

iilemevø )reent :— 
Mr. Suttor, 
Mr. Hargrave, 
Mr. Donaldson, 

Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Cox, 
Mr. Robertson. 

Mr. Suttor, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
Mr. W Bowman, M. P., further examined, with reference to his Petition. 
Witness then withdrew. - 
- 215-0 in 
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In the course of his examination witness having handed in copies of certain depositions 
taken before the Bench of Magistrates at Cassius, on the 30 June, 12 September, and 10 
October, 1855, relative to the destruction of his sheep, the Chairman read the same. 

Committee deliberated. 
Motion made (Mr. Rbertsou) and Question proposed—" That the Petitioner having 

satisfactorily proved that he took all reasonable means in his power to comply bond Jide with 
the law, in the matter of the desti'uction of his sheep—not, however, to the number of 
" 3;400, as set forth in one of the allegations of his Petition, but to that of 3,279 as adduced 
by the evidence given before them—the Committee recommend that compensation for that 
number, amounting to £655 16s., be awarded to Mr. Bowman." 

Ameidment proposed (Mr. £ox)—." That this Question be aniehded, by the omiSsion 
" of all the words after the word 'That,' at the commencement, with a view to add the words 
compensation only to the amount of £409 8s. be  awarded to Mr. Bowman, this being the 

"' entire sum to which he is justly entitled, he having failed to make good his claim for the 
additional amount of £246 8s., proposed to be paid in compensation for the destruction 
of his first flock, consisting of 1,232 sheep, owing to such destruction not having taken 
place untilfive weeks after their infection with scab was known to his overseer.'" 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put—" That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. No, 1. 

Mr. Lee, Mr. Ccx. 
Mr. Robertson. 

Whereupon Original Question put, and agreed to. 
Motion made (Mr. Robertson) and Question-.—" That the purport of this Resolution 

" be embodied in the Report "—agreed to. 
The Chairman, at the request of the Clerk, informed the Committee that Mr. John 

Giblett was not in attendance, in compliance with the summons addressed to him, neither had 
any reply as yet been received thereto. 

Mr. Robertson, a Member of the Committee, desired permission to put in a certain 
Statement from Mr. Meston, with reference to Scab and Catarrh in Sheep. 

Motion made (Mr. Lee) and Question—" That this Statement be received and printed 
in the Appendix to the Report of the Committee"—agreed to. (Vide separate Appendix C.) 

Committee further deliberated on the papers referred for their consideration on the 
80th ultimo; and it was Resolved:— 

That in the opinion of the Committee, the discrepancies apparently existing 
" in these documents are satisfactorily explained by the evidence of Mr. 
Henry Lane on the 5th, and Mr. Thomas Lang on the 11th instant." 
That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in the Report." 

Committee then further considered the "Diseases in Sheep Laws Consolidation 
Bill"; and it was Resolved:— 

That as the main principles of this Bill differ so essentially from the opinions 
" entertained by the majority of the Committee, it is advisable, so as to avoid 
" any unnecessary waste of time, to at once decide on its rejection." 
That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in the Report." 

Committee then deliberated on the expediency of referring the framing of certain 
Resolutions to form the basis of their recommendations with respect to the proposed alterations 
in the existing Laws relating to Scab and Catarrh in Sheep to a Sub-Committee. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday, 9th proximo, at Ten o'clock.] 

WED ITESDA 1,  •9 DECEMBER, 1857. 

iMtmberø 1veøent :— 

Mr. G. Macleay, Mr. Robertson, 
Mr. Cox, I Mr. Suttor, 

Mr. Hargrave. 

Mr. G. Macleay having informed the Committee that, owing to continued severe 
indisposition, Mr. Lang would be unable to resume his duties as Chairman,— 

Mr. Robertson was called to the Chair. -. 
By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the House referring to Committee on 1st 

instant,—" Two Petitions from Mr. T. G. Rusden, MP., and Mr. A. B. Lawson, respectively, 
relative to the destruction of Sheep under the Scab in Sheep Act,"—read by the Clerk. 

Petitions then read. 
Committee deliberated thereupon; and it was Resolved :- 
" 1. That the Committee are unable to entertain favorably the prayers of these 

Petitions, in consequence of their being contrary to the provisions of the 
" Scab in Sheep Act." 

2. That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in the Report." 
The Chairman laid before the Committee an analysis of "An Act for preventing and 

getting rid of Scab and Catarrh in Sheep." 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made (Mr. Suitor) and Question—" That twenty proof copies of this Analysis 

be printed as speedily as possible for the information of Members of the Committee "- 

agreed to. 
Committee further considered the Petition of John Giblett. 

Motion 
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Motion made and Que:tion—" That a sanimons be again addressed to Mr. Giblett, 
directing him to appear before the Committee in support of his Petition on Thursday, the 
" 17th instant "—agreed to. - 

Committee further considered the Petition of A. C. Bartlett. 
Motion made and Question,— 
"1. That the Committee, in theabsence of the Certificate with which Mr. Bartlett 

" was directed to furnish them, are unhie to arrive at any definitedecision 
" with reference to his Petition, though from the facts respecting it, which 
" have come under their knowledge, they feel disposed favOrably to regard 
its prayer." 

" 2. That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in the Report."—agred to. 
Committee then deliberated, on heads of Report. 
Motion made (Mr. Hargrave) and Question—" That the Chairman be now requested.  

" to prepare a draft Report for the consideration of the Committee, in accordãnce,with the 
" Resolutions agreed to by them "—agreed to. 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at 1lin o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 10 DECEMBER, 1857. 

flhleinberø 1Jreen1 

J. Robertson, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. G. Macleay, . Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Hargrave, Mr. Sutter, 

Mr. Flood. 
Mr. J. Bntcliavt examined. 
Committee deliberated. 

[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 17 DECEMBER, 1857. 

JUembero Vrtornt :- 
3. Robertson, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. G. Macleay, Mr. Sutter, 
Mr. Lee, . . Mr. Cox. 

The Chairman stated that he had called a meeting of the Committee this day, for 
the purpose of laying before them, for their consideration, a certificate in the ease of Mr. A. 
C. Bartlett, received since their las.t Illeeting from the Bench of Magistrates at Wee Waa, 
which was to the effect that, on the day upon which Mr. Bartlett applied to the Bench at 
that place for compensation for. 1,927 sheep destroyed under the Scab Act, no Magistrates 
were present. 

Certificate then read. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made (Mr. G. Macleay) and Question—" That, as the Certificate of Mr. 

Bartlett is now in the hands of the Committee, it is expedient to re-consider the Resolution 
agreed to by them on the 9th instant, with reference to his Petition "—agreed to. 

Committee then further considered the Petition of Mr. Bartlett. 
Motion made (Mr. C. .Macleay) and Question— 
"1. That in the opinion of this Committee the allegations contained in the Petition 

" of Mr. A. C. Bartlett are now fully substantiated, and the Petitioner is there-
fore clearly entitled to compensation for the 1,927 sheep, destroyed under 
the Scab Act of 1854." 

" 2. That the purport of this Resolution be embodied in the Report." 
Agreed to. 
Whereupon Motion made (Mr. Jox) and Question—" That the Certificate furnished 

" by the Bench of Magistrates at Wee Waa, with reference to this Petition, be printed in the 
Appendix to the Report of the Committee"—agreed to. (Vicle Appendix D, 1 and 2.) 

The Chairman then laid before the Committee proof copies of the "Analysis of an 
" Act for preventing and getting rid of Scab and Catarrh in Sheep," ordered to be struck off 
under a Resolution agreed to by the Committee on the 9th instant. 

Motion made and Question—" That this Analysis be printed in the Appendix to the 
Report of the Committee"—agreed to. (Vide Appendix E.) 

The Chairman then informed the Committee that Mr. J. Giblett had been again 
summoned to be examined with reference to his Petition, but that he was neither in 
attendance nor had he made any reply to the summons thus addressed to him. 

Committee deliberated. 
Motion made and Question—" That as the Petitioner has not appeared in answer to 

the two summonses addressed to him, nor stated any reasons for his not appearing, no 
" further steps can be taken by the Committee with reference to his Petition "—agreed to. 

[Adjourned.] 

[Fvrtler Proceedings stopped by Prorogation.] 

1858. 
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1858. 

THURSDAY, 29 APRIL, 1858. 

1*lesubcrø 1)vctnt :— 
Mr. Hodgson, Mr. Suttor, 
Mr. G. Macleay, Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. Cox. 

I 
Mr. Lloyd. 

Mr }Jodgson was called to the Chair. 
By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the I-louse appointing the Committee, 

and the Minutes of Proceedings taken at the Meetings of the Committee held during last. 
Session, read by the Clerk. 

Motion made (Mr. Cox) and Question—" That these Proceedinge.be  now adopted by' 
" this Committee "—agreed to. 

Committee deliberated. 
Motion made and Question—" That the Evidence taken before the Committee during 

the last Session is sufficient for the purposes of this inquiry "—agreed to. 
Committee then considered the expediency of forthwith proceeding to the preparation of 

a new Bill, and were of opinion, that it would be advisable to defer entering upon its prepar-
tion until certain Members of the Committee who were not on the Committee of last. 
Session had had an opportunity afforded them of perusing the Minutes of Evidence. 

[Adjourned till 'Wednesday next, at Elceen o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY 5 MAY, 1858: 

Manbero 4Jvtønt 
A. Ilodgson, Esquire, in the Chair 

Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Cox, 
Mr. Suttor, Mr. Robertson, 
Mr. Taylor, Mr. Lee. 

Committee deliberated relative to the principles of the Bill to be prepared by them. 
Motion made (Mr. Suitor) and Question proposed.—" That this Committee do now 

" consider the Scab in Sheep Act, 19 Victoria, No. 27, with a view to determine what portions. 
thereof may be advantageously retained in the Bill to be prepared by them; and that for 
" this purpose the Committee do at once proceed through the said Act Clause by Clause,. 
" and make such amendments therein as they may deem desirable." 

Committee deliberated. 
Question put and agreed to.  
Committee then further deliberated, and it was Resolved 
" That any alterations or amendments made in the Act 19 Victoria, No. 27, though 

" intended as the groundwork for such future Scab in Sheep Bill, as the 
Committee may eventually think fit to frame, shall nevertheless not be con-
sdered as categorically defining the wording of such Bill." 

Committee thereupon proceeded to consider the Scab in Sheep Act of 1855; 
commencing with Clause II thereof. 

Clause 11 read by the Chairman. 
Motion made (Mr. Cox) and Question—" That this Clause be amended in the Bill to 

11  be prepared by the Committee by the insertion after the words 'shall be' in line 1 thereof, of 
"the words 'boiled down or'; and in lines 2 and 6 thereof, by the omission of the words 
'fourteen days,' and the insertion of the words 'one month' in lieu thereof'—aqreed to. 

Motion made (Mr. Suitor) and Question—" That there be inserted in this Clause!  in 
"the Bill to be prepared by the Committee, a proviso enacting 'That all Sheep thus infected 
'with scab may be shorn, or skins feilmongered on the stations of their owners, or skins 
'securely packed in bags or bales, and, thus packed but not otherwise, forwarded to their 
" 'destination for sale or exportation '"—agreed to. 

Clause III read by the Chairman. 
Motion made (Mr. Donaldson) and Question proposed—"Tliat under this Clause 

in any Bill prepared by the Committee, no compensation for Sheep destroyed under the 
provi&ons of the preceding Clause be awarded those persons availing themselves of the 
"power now proposed to be given to them by the Committee of boiling down their Sheep, 
or saving the skins and wool thereof." 

Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. Noes, 2. 

Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Suttor, 
Mr. Cox, Mr. Lee. 
Mr. Taylor. 

Whereupon further Motion made (Mr. Donaldson) and Question proposed—" That 
" the compensation to be awhrded to those persons destroying their Sheep when infected with 

"scab, 
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"scab, and not availing themselves of the power to be given to them of boiling them down, 
"or preserving their skins and wool, be fixed at 'four shillings' per head." 

Amendment proposed (Mr. Svttor)—"That such compensation be fixed at 'five 
"'shillings' per head." 

Question put—" That such compensation be fixed at 'four shillings' per head." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. No, 2. 
Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Suttor, 
Mr. Lee, Mr. Cox. 
Mr. Taylor. 

Words 'four shillings' to remain. 
Clauses IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, xr, and XII then read by the Chairman and 

considered; and it was agreed to embody the same in the Bill to be prepared by the Com-
mittee, with any verbal amendments which may be necessary. 

Clause Xlii read by the Chairman. 
Motion made (Mr. Donaldson) and Question proposed—" That in the Bill to be 

"prepared by the Committee, the penalty under this Clause for not branding travelling sheep 
"shall not exceed 'one shilling' per head, instead of 'two shillings,' as under this Aet. 

Amendment proposed (Mr. Cox)—" That such penalty shall not exceed 'sixpence.' 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put—" That such penalty shall not exceed 'sixpence.'" 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 4. No, 1. 
Mr. Cox, Mr. Donaldson. 
Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Suttor, 
Mr. Taylor. 

Word 'sixpeuce'inserted. 
Clause XIV read by the Chairman. 
Motion made (Mr. Cox) and Question proposed—" That in the Bill to be framed by.-

the Committee, a proviso be added to this Clause, enacting 'That in no case shall it be-
compulsory to destroy imported sheep infected with scab.' 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 4. . No, 1. 
Mr. Cox, Mr. Donaldson 
Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Suttor, 
Mr. Taylor. 

Whereupon Motion made and Question—" That the penalty for removing imorted 
sheep, without such certificate from the Inspector as is required in this Clause, be fixed in 
" the Bill to be framed by the Committee at a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds, 
" instead of twenty pounds per head, as herein provided "—agreed to. 

Clause XV read by the Chairman and considered; and it was agreed to embody the 
same in the Bill to be prepared by the Committee, with any verbal amendments which may 
be necessary. 

Clause XVI read by the Chairman. 
Motion made (Mr. Suttor) and Question proposed— That this Clause be omitted in 

the Bill to be prepared by the Committee." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. Noes, 2 
Mr. Suttor, I Mr. Donaldson, 
Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Cox. 

Mr. Taylor. 
I 

Clause XVII read by the Chairman. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made and Question—" That this Clause be amended in the Bill to be prepared 

by the Committee, by the insertion after the word 'seaports,' in line 2 thereof, of the 
" word 'and'; and by the omission after the word 'towns,' in the same line, of the words 
districts, or other places'; and by further enacting at the end thereof, that 'It shall be 
lawful for any Bench of Magistrates, duly summoned, to appoint such fit and proper person 
in the Country District, within their special jurisdiction, as theymay think expedient, 
to be Inspector for the purpose of examining sheep, and assisting generally in carrying 
the provisions of this Act into effect; and such Inspector shall be paid at the rate of one 
pound per diem, and such reasonable travelling expenses as the Bench may determine' "-

agreed to. 

Clauses XVIII, XIX, and XX read by the Chairman and considered; and :it Was 
agreed to embody the same in the Bill to be prepared by the Committee, with any verbal amendments which may be necessary. . 

Clause XXI read by the Chairman. 

215—fl 
Committee 
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Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved:— 
"1. That in the Bill to be prepared by the Committee, the yearly assessment to be 

levied on sheep shall be fixed not to exceed ' one pound' for every thousand 

sheep, instead of ' two pounds,' as enacted in this Act." 
"2. That such assessment shall not, however, be levied, unless actually required for 

11  the purposes of this Act." 
After further deliberation ;— 
Motion made and Question—" That the consideration of the remaining Clauses cf 

this Act be postponed till Friday next"—agreed to. 
[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eevcn o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 7 MAY, 1858. 

ItIrm1wr VtØfflt :— 
A. Hodgsou, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Lee, j Mr. Lloyd. 

Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :-" 
That as the Committee are desirous 

cc of having a full meeting for the purpose of determining the final principles of the Bill to 

11 
 be prepared by them. it is inexpedient to proceed to business this day." 

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'eloek.] 

WEDNESDAY, 12 MAY, 1858. 

jUcmberø JJvtut :— 
A. llodgson, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Donaldson, Mr. G. Macleay, 

Mr. Robertson, Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Lloyd. 

Committee deliberated as to the expediency of introducing into the Bill in course of 
preparation certain Clauses relative to eatarrh in sheep, and were of opinion that it was 
unnecessary to legislate further on this head, as the existing enactments relating thereto 
were amply sufficient to meet all probable requirements. 

The Chairman then read the amendments made by the C
ommittee  in the Act 

19 Vie., No. 27, on the 5th instant. 
Committee considered the same. 
Motion made (Mr. Donaldson) and Question p.oposed—" 

That inasmuch as certain 

11 
 Members of the Committee, constituting the actual majority thereof, were prevented from 
being present on the 5th instant, when these Resolutions were agreed to, it is expedient to 
convene a full meeting of the Committep for their reconsideration, and that such meeting 

"be accordingly called for Friday next." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put and agreed to. 
Committee then proceeded to the consideration of the remaining Clauses of the Act 

19 Vie., No. 27, commencing with Clause XXII. 
Clause XXII read by the Chairman. 
Motion made (Mr. Ge"rge Maeiea — q) and Question," That the consideration of this 

Clause and of Clauses XXIII, XXIV, XXV, XXVI, XXVII, and XXVIII, be postponed 

" till Friday next "—agreed to. 
Clauses XXX and XXXII read by the Chairman, and considered ; and it was agreed 

to embody the same in the Bill to be prepared by the Committee, with any 
verbal amend-

ments which may be necessary. 
Clauses XXX[ and XXXIII read by the Chairman, considered, and postponed. 
Schedules A, B, C, B, E, F, G, and II, then respectively read by the Chairman. 

Motion made (Mr. Georqe Macieay) and Question,--" 
That Schedules A, B, C, B, 

and E, be adopted by the Committee; and that time consideration of the remaining 

Schedules be postponed till Friday next "—agreed to. 
[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 14 MAY, 1858. 

1fltmUtr 1)rent :— 
A. Hodgson, Esquire, in the Chair :— 

Mr. U. Macleay, Mr. Donaldson, 

Mr. 'Faylor, Mr. Lloyd, 

Mr. Flood, . Mr. Lee, 

Mr. Robertson, Mr. Cox. 

Mr. C. K. Murray, Parliamentary Draftsman, present, at the request of the 

Committee. Committee met, pursuant to a Resolution agreed to at their last meeting, for the 

reconsideration of certain Resolutions adopted on 5th instant; and 
The Chairman having informed the Committee that in summoning the Members 

thereof due notice had been given of the intpntion to reconsider these Resolutions. 

Resolutions, relating to Clause XIV, read,— 
Motion made (1r. (ieorge Maclea',,) and Question proposed,—" 

That the Resolution 

" agreed to by the Committee, on motion of Mr. Cox, on the 5th instant, relative to the 

11 
 nob-destruction of Imported Sheep, be amended, by the omission of all the words after the 

11word 
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" word "That," at the commencement, with a view to add the words "all such imported 
sheep, as may be kept in a secure stable or shed, even though infected with scab, shall 

" 'not be liable to destruction for the space of three calendar months.' 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put,—" That the words proposed to be omitted remain part of the 

Resolution ,"—and negatived. 
Further Question put—" That the words proposed to be added to the Resolution in 

"place of the words omitted, be.so  added "—and agreed to. 
Original Question then put and agreed to ;—and 
Words added accordingly. 
Deliberation on Clause continued. 
Motion made (Mr. Robertson) and Question proposed—" That the further Resolution. 

relating to this Clause, agreed to by the Committee on the 5th instant, providing ' That 
the penalty for removing imported sheep without such certificate from the Inspector, as 
is required in this Clause, be fixed in the Bill to be framed by the Committee at a sum 
not exceeding one hundred pounds' instead of 'twenty pounds per head,' as herein pro- 
vided, ought to be retained." 

Amendment proposed (Mr. Flood)—" That all the words after the word ' exceeding' 
in such Resolution be omitted, with a view to the addition of the words 'thirty pounds per 
head ' in lieu thereof." 
Deliberation continued. - 
Question put--" That the words proposed to be omitted remain part of the Resolution." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 4. Noes, 4, 
Mr. Robertson, Mr. Donaldson, 
Mr Lloyd, Mr. Flood, 
Mr. Cox, Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. Lo. Mr. George Macleay. 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the ".Nes" 
Further Question put —" That the words proposed to be added to the Resolution, in 

-11  place of the words omitted, be so added "—and agreed to. 
Original Question then put and agreed to ;—and 
Words added accordingly. 
Resolution relating to Clause XVI read. 
Motion made (Mr. Donaldson) and Question proposed—" That in this Resolution all 

" the words after the word ' That,' at the commencement, be omitted, with a view to add,at 

" the end thereof, the words ' this Clause stand part of the Bill,' with any verbal amendments 

which may be necessary." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put—" That the words proposed to be omitted remain part of the Resolution." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. Noes, G. 

Mr. Lee, Mr. Robertson, 
Mr. Cox. Mr. Donaldson, 

Mr. George Maeleay, 
Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. Lloyd, 
Mr. Flood. 

Further Question put—" That the words proposed to be added to the Resohition, in 
' place of of the words omitted, be added"—and agreed to. 

Original Question then put and agreed to; and 
Clause i'einserted accordingly. 
Resolution relating to Clause XVII read. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made (Mr. Robertson) and Question—" That this Clause, as proposed to 

" stand in the Bill under the Resolution agreed to by the Committee on 5th instant, be 
" amended in line I thereof, by the insertion after the word 'Governor' of the words 'in 
Council ';—in line 2 thereof, by the omission after the word 'seaports' of the word' and,' 

" and by the re-insertion after the word 'towns' of the words 'or other places ';—and by 
the further insertion after the words 'duly summoned ' of the words 'pssistcd by a jury of 

" ' not less than four sheep farmers, or sheep managers, two to be appointed by the Bench, 
and two by any person suspected of possessing sheep infected with scab, to inquire into 
the matter "—and agreed to. 
Resolution, as amended, then put and agreed to. 
Resolutions relating to Clause XXI read. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made (Mr. Donaldson) and Question—" That it is expedient to rescind the 

two Resolutions referring to this Clause, agreed to by the Committee on 5th instant, 
" and to enact instead thereof, That the payment of all compensation money, salaries, 
remuneration, and travelling expenses under this Bill, shall be defrayed out of any moneys 
paid, raised, or levied, under the provisions of the Acts 18 Vie., No. 16, and 19 ViC., 
" No. 27, or either of thcm"—ugreed to. 

Clauses XXII to XXVIII inclusive, the consideration of which was postponed a.t 
the last meeting of the Committee, severally read. 

Motion made (Mr. George Macteal,) and Question—" That these Clauses, as no 

longer necessary, be omitted in the Bill"—ag'eed to. 
Schedules F to H inclusive, the consideration of which was postponed at the last 

meeting of the Committee, seveaily read. •. - 

Motion 
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Motion made (Mr. George Mocleay) and Questson—" That these Schedules, as no 
longer necessary, be omitted in the Bill"---agreed to. 

Committee then further deliberated, and it was Resolved 
That the Clerk of Committees do forthwith transmit a copy of this Act, with 
the amendments made by the Committee duly noted thereon, to Mr. C. K. 
Murray, Parliamentary Draftsman, intimating to him at the same time the 
" desire of the Committee that lie should draw up a Bill for their considera-
tion, introducing the said amendments thereinto in any form he may consider 
most desirable, provided he striet]y adheres to their actual purport." 
That the Committee meet for the adption of the Draft Bill on Wednesday 
" next." 
That the Chairman be requested to prepare a Draft Repert for their considera-
tion on the same day." 
[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 19 MAY, 1858. 

By direction of the Chairman, the meeting of the Committee convened for this day, 
[Postponed till to-morrow, at Eleven o'clock.] 

ThURSDAY, 20-MAY, 1858. 

Mentbao Uretnt :— 
Mr. llodgson. I Mr. Taylor. 

A Quorum of the Committee not being present, 
[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 25 MAY, 1858. 

Membero  
A. Hodgson, Esquire, in the Chair. - 

Mr. Lee, Mr. G. Macleay, 
- Mr. Suttor, Mr. Cox, 

Mr. Lloyd. 
The Chairman informed the Committee that he had on the 14th instant commu-

nicated with the Parliamentary Draftsman, in accordance with the Resolution agreed to at 
their last meeting, transmitting to him at the same time a copy of the Act 19 Vie., No. 27, 
having the amendments made by the Committee noted thereon by the Clerk of Select 
Committees; and that Mr. Murray had in reply thereto forwarded on the 17th instant a 
Draft Bill framed by him, embodying such amendments, which he now laid before them. 

Committee thereupon considered the same. 
Motion made (Mr. George Maclea9) and Question—" That Clause XVIII of the Draft 

" Bill stand Clause 5 thereof, and be amended by the omission in the third line of the 
words 'suspected to possess,' and by the insertion of the word 'owning' in lieu thereof ;-.--
" by the omission at the commencement of the futh line of the words 'infected with the 
" 'scab' and by the insertion of the words ' arrested under this Act' in lieu thereof ;—by 
" the omission in the tent/i line, after the words ' mentioned to,' of the words 'such Inspector,' 
" and by the insertion of the words 'Inspectors appointed under this and the preceding 
" 'Clause' in lieu thereof, and at the end of the same line by the substitution of the word 
" 'their' for 'his' ;—in the cleve,,tJm line by the substitution of the word ' orders' for 'order,' 
" and of the word 'their' for ' his' ;—and in the twelfth line by the substitution of the 
word ' certificates' for 'certificate' "—agreed to. - 

Further motion made (Mr. George Marleay) and Question—" That Clause XIX of the 
" Draft Bill be amended in the fi'st line by the substitution of the word ' such ' for 'any' "-
agreed to. 

Committee agreed to the other Clauses of the Draft Bill without amendment. 
The Chairman then informed the Committee that the usual number (200 copies) of 

the Bill had been already struck off for cireuhition, as they determined at their last meeting 
to adopt the same without entering upon any further deliberation as to its principles, and 
desired the opinion of the Committee as to the advisability of avoiding the expense of a 
re-print thereof, by deferring the introduction of these amendments thereunto until it was 
under the consideration of the Committee of the whole House. 

Committee deliberated, and it was 1 o'ved :- 
" That as the amendments just made by the Committee are of such a nature as to 

it alter the entire construction of time Bill, a Report thereof is absolutely 
it necessary, prior to its consideration by the House." 

After further deliberation ;— 
Motion made and Question,— That the Draft Bill, as now amended, be adopted, as 

the Bill 'framed and agreed to by time Contnittee,' and as such be reported to the House,"— 
agreed to. - 

The Chairman then brought up and laid before the Committee a Draft Report. 
Motion made and Question,—" That the Draft Report proposed by the Chairman to 

" now read l°".—aqreed to. 
Draft Report read 1° accordingly, and certain amendments made therein. 
Draft Report then read 2°. 
1Vhereupon motion made and Question,—" That this Draft Report, as amended, be 

the Report of the Committee "—agreed to. 
Chairman requested to Report to the House. 
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Zegtlatte øemb!r. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

TAKEN BEFORE 

THE SETJECT COMMITTEE 

ON 

SCAB AND CATARRH IN SHEEP. 

4 

THUR SDA 1' 5 NOVEMBER, 1857. 

Jteøtnt :— 
Mu. HARGRAVE, Mu. ROBERTSON, 
MR. LEE, MR. SUTTOR, 
Mu. 0-. MACLEAy, Mu. COX. 

GIDEON SCOTT LANG, ESQUIRE, IN THE CHAIR. 

Henry Lane, Esquire, Secretary to the Treasury, called in and examined: 

By the C/ajrman: We wish to learn from you how the account stands between the Scab Henry Luic, 
Assessment and the Treasury. The last account we have is dated 19th January, 1857, Esq. 
showing at that time that £2,793 3s. 3d. had been advanced from the Consolidated Revenue 
to meet the claims in excess of the amount of assessment received in 1856? I have con- '-'' 
tinued the account up to the 31st of October, 1857; this extended account shows a balance 
to credit, on 31st October, of £10,752 16s. lOd. I submit the account to the Committee. 
(The Witness handed in the same. Vide Appendix A) 
By Mr. Gox: Are you aware of any claims for compensation now standing over 

under the present Act? I understand that some have been submitted to the House of 
Assembly, and are now under consideration; these claims have not been presented at the 
Treasury for payment. - 
By M st r. U. Macleay: Will you ate what applications have been made since the com- 

mencement of the year 1857, with the names of the Benches which have given certificates? 
Two applications have been made since 1st of January last, viz. 

Mrs. Lucy Howell ........................ £894 16 0 

Mr. George Sykes ........................288 0 0 

I submit copies of the vouchers for the payment of these sums. (Vide Appendices B and CL) 
By the Chairman: Can you explain the discrepancies that appear in the Returns; there 

is a difference in the number returned under the Scab Act and the Annual Returns? The 
Returns you refer to are those ordered to be printed on the 11th and the 13th of March 
last? 

187—B 
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Henry Lane, 5. Yes; there is a difference, as it appears, of 29,000? The number of sheep in the Mur- 
sq. rumbidgee District in 1855, as shewn in the Return of 11th March, is 664,191; the number 

in same district, same year, is stated in the Return of 13th March, to have been 693,191. I 
Nov., 1857• cm explain this discrepancy. Commissioners furnish to the Treasury, in ,January of each 

year, Returns of the numbers of sheep in their respective Districts; omissions are sometimes 
made in these Returns, and Commissioners supply such omissions by sending supplementary 
Returns. Mr. Lockhart, Commissioner for the Murrumbidgee District, forwarded his 
Ja:uary Return in due course, but, finding that he had omitted the name of Mr. Henry 
Osborne, the owner of 29,000 sheep in the-District, he sent to the Treasury a supplementary 
list of this additional number. The printed Returns of the 11th and 13th March were pre-
pared by the Auditor General; the first shows the amount of assessment received, and 
ameunt of compensation paid in each district, as well as the number of sheep in each; the 
second exhibits the number of sheep in the Murrumbidgee District only. The first (11th 
March) being regarded as a cash account, was compiled in the Audit Office without reference 
to the Treasury, and was at once placed before the Assembly; the second (13th March) 
berig a nunierical Return relating--to-a particular district-  (Mirrrumbidgee) was, for accuracy' 
sake, compared by Audit Office with the Treasury Records previously to its publication. 
Hence the 29,000 sheep, of which the supplementary list had been received in the Treasury, 
but not in the Audit Office, were included in the second Return (13th March), and omitted 
from the first (11th March.) 
Then there is a mistake to the amount of £58 in the return of the money? No; the 

auount is correct; it is that actually received. 
BY .41r. G. Macleap: Does the money assessment tally exactly with that number? No; 

the number and amount rarely agree; the amount stated in the printed Return is that 
received in the year; the number given by the Commissioner will not, if computed at the 
rate fixed by law, make up the amount, inasmuch as fines and arrears are included in the 
latter. For instance, in 1857, we ;will get sums that propely belong to 1856, being the 
proceeds of warrants issuedin the last-named year. 
The fines are added to the assessment? Yes, when enforced. 
By Mr. G. Macleap: Is there anything in arrear to be added to this sum? Yes; the war-

rants issued in 1855 are satisfied. For 1856, there are six warrants outstanding in the 
Bathurst 1)istriet; and for 1857, there are three due for Bathurst, one for Mudgee, and one 
for Murrumbidgee. The correctness of the receipts, as stated in the printed Return of 11th 
March, 1857, can be tested in this way, viz. 

Take the debit aide of the printed annual statement for 
1855, dated 13th February, 1856.....................16,771 2 5 

And same of the statement for 1856, dated 19th January, 
1857 .................................... ................. 17,439 19 1 

The Amount corresponds ..................£34,211 1 6 

Next, as to the payments :- 
Compensation in 1855, as per annual statement .........32,893 0 0 

In 1856, as per ditto ...... ............................. ..... 1,579 16 0 

Agrees .......................................£34,472  16 0 

APPENDIX 
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kPPPENDIX TO TIlE FOREGOING EVIDENCE. 3 

APPENDIX A. 
ASSESSMENT ON SHEEP ACCOUNT 

STATEMENT of RECEIPTS and DISBU1SEMENTS by Th dôroNIAL TitEASUEEE, under the Act of Council, 
- 49.1Tiet., No. 27 from-i January to 31 October 1857. 

RECEIPTS. 

NAME OF DIsTRIcT. . TOTAL. 

£ a. d. 
Albert... ... ... ... .. ... 198 17 1 
Avisford ... .... ... ... ... ... .... ... ... .30 0 ... ... 
Bathurst .... . ... ... ... ... ... - ... ... ... 319 0 0 

6 19 0 J3errima ... ... ... ... ... .,. ... .:. ... ... .. 
Bligh... .... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 381 3 1 ... 
Braidvood ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... 102 7 6 
Brisbane ... ....... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 68 9 5 
Camden and Picton ... ... ... ... . ... 4 .2. 8 
Carcoar ... ...  ... ... ' 243 16 1 
Cassius ... ... ... 310 8 11 ... 
Clarence River ...  ... ... ... 166 16 11 
Darling Downs ...  ... ... ... 2,510 6 4 
Dungog and Port Stephens ... ... ... . 84 14 4 
Goulburn ... ... ... ... . 293 12 11 
Grafton ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 14 17 3 ... 
wydir ... ... ... 

... 

... ... ... .. . 
... 
... ... ... ... ... . . 580 16 11 

Hartley ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 39 4 10 
Ipawich ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 534 7 7 
Lachian ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 769 5 9 
Liverpool Plains ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

................... 

... ... 1,193 0 0 
Lower Darling ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 210 9 11 
Leichhardt ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 228 17 11 
M'Leay River ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . ... ... . 0 8 8 
Maneroo ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .,. ... ... ... 857 8 1. . 
Maranoa ... ... ... ... ... . ... .... ... ... ... ... ... 116 15 8 
Molong ... .1. ... ... ... ...  ... ... ... .. ... 43 8 8. 
Moreton ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 174 19 3 
Mudgee .  ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... .. ... 156 13 6 
Murrumbidgee ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 1,019 11 11 
Murrurundi ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 34 15 11 
Muswellbrook ... ... . ... ... ... ... .:. ... ... ... ... ... 115 .4 3 
New England ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,097 10 3 
Orange ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 89 7 6 
Paterson ... ... ... ... 9 10 4 ... ... 
Patrick's Plains ... ... 

... ... ... 
... ... ... 

... 

... 
... 
... 
... 
... ... ... ... 148 11 5 

Penrith ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... 2 5 0 
Port Curtis ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ,.. ... 180 12 10 
Port Macquarie ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... 4 12 8 
Queanbeyan... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 338 15 4 
Ryistone ... ... 200 9 0 ... ... 
Shoalhaven ... ... .. 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... ... ... 17 17 9 

Sofala... .. ... ... ... .... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 13 0 0 
Scone... ... ... ... ... . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 238 12 10 
Tambaroora ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. ... 8 0 0 
Wellington (Police District.) ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 153 14 0 
Wellington (Pastoral District.) ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 566 4 5 
Wide Bay and Burnett ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,502 10 6 
Wingham ... ... 2 9 3 ... ... ... 
Wollombi ... ... .. 

... ... ... 
... ... ... 

... 

... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... ... ... 2 0 0 

Yass ... .. ... ... ... ...- .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 208 4 2 

ToTAL RECEIPTS... ...4 16,568 87 

The Treasury, New iStouth Waist, 
5 November, 1857. 
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APPENDIX A—Uonjnued. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

I 
NAME OF No. AMOUNT PAID 

I NAME OF DISTRICT. OF ShEEP IN T0rAL. PARTY COMPENSATZD. 
DESTROYED. COMPENSATION. 

£ s.d £ s.d. 
Amount of Overdraft on 31 December, 1856 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

... 
.2,793 3 3 

UCY Howell ... ... ... .......................4,474 894 16 0 George Sykes .... ... .......Goulburn .............1,440 288 0 0 

1,182 16 0 

5,914 

SALARIES OF INSPECTORS. 

-  

NAME OF DISTRICT. NAME OF INSPECTOR, AMOUNT. 

Brisbane ... ... ... ... ... ... Appell ... ... ... ... 60 0 
d. 
0 Berrima .................... 

Carcoar ... ... ... ... 
J Sheppard 
.U. 

W. Mackb ::: :: 25 0 
45 0 

0 
0 Denihqmn ... ... ... ... ... ... 

... ......
D. Gunn 166 13 4 Goulburn F. Chaiteris 75 0 0 Gloucester... ... ... .... ... ... ..T. Layers ... ... ... ... 37 10 0 Lachlan ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 0 Do ... ... ... ... ... ... 
fl Keefe ...................... 

... ... ... 

37 10 0 Liverpool Plains ... ... ... ... U. Wilson 

.. 

76 6 11 Do. ... ... ... 
Murrumbidgee .... 

... 

... 
... 
... 
.... ... 
... ... 

..D. Cuffe 

.. 
100 0 
166 13 

0 
4 Maneroo ... ... ... ... Popham ... 

.. Boyle .................... 

..J. T. Baker ................. 
150 0 0 Mudgee ... ... ... ... ... ... 50 0 0 New Lngland ........ 

... ..... 

.. ... L. Markham 
.. Ayers ...................... 

.............. 

- '200 0 0 Patrick's Plains ... ... P. H. M'Gowan ... ... ... :: 45 16 8 
.. 

80 0 0 Scone... ... ... 
Queanbeyan ................... 

... ... 

....... 

... ... 
m

T. 
66 13 4 Sydney .................. W Cleents 7 7 0 Wellington ... ... ... ... ... F. Sands 

. 

. 

P. Buckley .................
H. Newcomen .................. 

37 10 0 Warialda ................... 
. 

Hazard ............. 142 14 10 WeeWaa ................ 133 6 8 Yass... ... ... ... ... ... ... .T.  Turner .............. 
C. P. Burne ................ 

50 0 0 - 

CONTINGENT CHARGES. 

Garland and Bingham, Lachian ... ... .Assessment Returned 31 3 0 on account of B. Ryan j I 
W. C. Bundock ........ Clarence River Penalty Returned 5 7 5 

1,803 2 1 

36 10 5 

Balance ou 31 October, 1857 ........................... 

TOTAL ... ... ... ... ... ... 

£5,815 11 9 
... 10,752 16 10 

•. £16,568 8 7 

HENRY LANE, 
Secretary to the Treasury. 

APPENDIX B. 
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APPENDIX TO TEE TOREGOING EWDENCE: 5 

APPENDIX B. 

ASSESSMENT ON SHEEP.' 

Warrant No. 234. Voucher No. 46. 

£894 116s. Od. stg. The Ti'easury, Sydney, 
28 April, 1857. 

Received from the Honorable the Treasurer, the sum of eight hundred and ninety-
four pounds sixteen shillings, sterling, being the amount of compensation due to me for 
sheep destroyed under the " Scab in Sheep Act." 

For Lucy Howell, 

Witness— JOHN T. WATERSTON. 

STEP, GEERNUILL. 

Warrant No. 234 of 1857. Department of Land and Public Works, 
Sydney, 20 April, 1857. 

Sin, 
I am directed to inform you, that the case of Mrs. Lucy Howell, who petitioned 

the Legislative Assembly for redress for loss of sheep destroyed under the Scab Act, having 
been brought under the consideration of the Executive Council, the Council have approved 
-of Mrs. Howell being compensated for the destruction of the sheep in question, and of a 
Special Warrant being issued for the payment of the amount, namely, £894 16s., which is 
to be met out of the Ordinary Revenue, but debited to the Assessment for 1857. 

2. I have, therefore, to request, that you will cause the necessary Warrant to be pre- 
pared in Mrs. Howell's favour for that sum, being the compensation for 4,474 sheep. 

I have, &c., 

THE AuniTon GENERAL. MTCL. FITZPATRICK. 

ASSESSMENT ON SHEEP FUND. 

1857. Voucher No. 46. 
I, William Colburn Mayne, Auditor General, do certify that sufficient authority has 

been shown to me, on the part of Robert Waterston, to receive the payment due to Lucy 

Howell. 
W. C. MAYNE, 

A.G. 

APPENDIX C. 

ASSESSMENT ON SHEEP. 

Warrant No. 488. Voucher No. 99. 

£288 Os. Od. stg. The Treasvr!/, Sydney, 
15 September, 1857. 

Received from the Honorable the Treasurer, the sum of two hundred and eighty-eight 
pounds, sterling, being the amount of compensation due to me for sheep destroyed under the 
"Scab in Sheep Act." - - 

Witness— 
Susp. GREENHILL. 

Warrant No. 488 of 1857. 

t or eorge 0Y.Kes, 
ICETON & POWNALL. 

Goulb urn, 
31 August, 1857. 

Sin, 
I have the honor to request you will pay to Messrs. Iceton & Pownall, of 

Sydney, Solicitors, the amount to which I am entitled by virtue of a certificate under the 
hands of four of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace, dated at Goulburn 31st August, 1857. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE GEORGE SYKES. 

THE COLONIAL TREASURER, 
Sydney. 

CERTIFICATE OP DESTRUCTION OF SHEEP. 
We, the undersigned, Patrick Plunkett, Edward Naitland, Francis Robert Lewis 

Rossi, and Andrew Gibson, Esquires, four of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the 
Colony of New South Wales, do hereby certify, that it has been duly proved before us that 
one thousand four hundred and forty sheep, above the age of six months, the property of 
George Sykes, lately depasturing at Spring Valley, in the District of Goulburu, were, on the 
tenth day of August instant, duly destroyed; and we further certify, that it was further 
proved, to our satisfaction, that such sheep were, at the time of their destruction, infected 
to* the disease called the Scab, and that previous to their destruction the notices required by 
law were duly served. 

Dated at the Police Office, G-oulburn, in the Colony of New South Wales, 
this 31st day of August, AD., 1857. 

P. PLTJNKETT, J.P. 
EDWARD MAITLAND, J.P. 
F. R. L. ROSSI, J.P. 
AN1)REW GIBSON, J.P. 

* So in the orginaL 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BETORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDA Y, 11 NO TTEJ!BER, 1857. 

4rttnt :- 
MR. COX, Mn. HARGRAVE, 
Mit. LEE, Mn. SUTTOR. 

W. H. SUTTOR, ESQUIRE, IN THE ChAIR. 

Tioe. Lang, Thomas Lang, Esq., called in and examined :- 
Esq 

1. Bil the Yha&man: You reside in the Murrumbidree District? Yes. 

Ii Nov 
2. Will you look at the "Return of the total number of Sheep in the Slurrumbidgee District 

°" "in 1853, 1854, 18,55, and 1856." ('['lie v'ztness exarnidiect the return.) Can you account 
for the great decrease in the number from 1854 to 1855 ? During  the seasons of 1853 and 
1854 there were a great many store sheep brought to the district. 
Then you account for the difference in the numbers from the number of store sheep taken 

from this side of the country for the purpose of fattening? Yes. 
They had been sold off before 1855? Yes, before 1855; on the Billyboiig especially. 
By Mr. Cox : You do not think that the lesser number, as shewn by this return for 

1855, was occasioned by the people not wishing to comply with the Act now in force? No, 
I do not. There were some stations before that time-two at least I know-from which the 
sheep were off altogether. They fatten in the winter there, and all that had been bought as 
store in 1853-54, and all station sheep of age, had been sold off fat about the shearing of 
1854, and were not replaced when the returns were made, early in 1855. 
By the Chairman: Do you know that in 1856 there was a still further decrease? Yes; 

from our own station they were all off, and on several others they were very much reduced, 
if not altogether removed. 
How do you account for that-by the great number of sheep sent into Victoria? Yes; 

and the fear of scab from over the Murray, and scarcity of labour to cure it. 
By Mr. Cox: What is the feeling in the Murrumbidgee District with regard to the 

present Act-is it favourable? It is favourable, because it is considered to have stopped the 
disease altogether. All down in the lower part, near the Victoria boundary, are very 
favourable to it. 
By the Uhairman : Do you know of any ease of diseased sheep in your part of the 

country? There was one case on one of the stations, before this Act came into operation, 
where all the sheep were killed. 
Do you know of any now? No, I have not heard of any. 
By Mr. Cox: Should you conceive that, if the present Act were repealed, there would 

be danger of again having the scab brought into your district from the Victoria country? 
Yes, I think there would, because some diseased sheep were brought, even under this Act, 
from the Victoria country, just about the commencement, I think, of 1854 or 1855. 
You believe the repeal of the present Act would be attended with great danger, especially 

to the border districts of New South Wales and Victoria? Yes; there was a flock taken 
from the Yanco Creek to the north side of the Murray which turned out to be scabby. 
When was that? Not long ago; somewhere within twelve months. 
Are you a sheep owner now in that district? No. 
Have you had considerable experience in sheep farming? Yes, from 1840 until 1855, 

when we put them all off our station, from fear of the scab from sheep travelling down to and 
from Victoria. 
What number of sheep had you in the year 1855? Between 11,000 and 12,000. 
In 1855 you had disposed of them all? We stored them-they were all off. 
You believe that many others did the same, and that that would account for the dis- 

.crepaney in this return ? Yes. 

.19. By the U/iairnian: Many people disposed of their sheep and stocked their runs with 
cattle? Yes. 
You have done so yourself? Yes. 
Have you had any experience of sheep diseased with scab, and of the treatment of them? 

Yes, in early times. 
Do you think it advisable to continue that part of the Act which makes it imperative 

on the part of the owner to destroy the sheep if diseased? I think that is the safest part 
of the Act, and particularly applicable when only a station here and there is affected. 
By Mr. Lee: Do you not think it possible to cure the sheep? It is possible, if promptly 

attended to. 
By Mr. Uox: But attended with danger? Attended with danger. 
By Mr. Ilaryrave: Do you think it possible to cure sheep at a cost that will repay the 

owner, looking to the present rate of labour in the Colony? I think they do so at Port 
Phillip, with the means they take-they dip them, and put thousands through in a day. 
By JIr. Lee: Do they lure people to cure them at so much per head, and find their own 

medicine? I am not aware, but rather think they have their own men, as almost every 
station there now has a regular establishment for the purpose of dipping sheep. 
Do people go about to cure the sheep, or is it done by the men on the station? It is 

done by the men on the station, I believe. 
Are there not persons who go about and cure sheep at so much per head? I think there 

are, but I do not know for certain. 
Did you ever hear what they get per head for curing sheep? No; I have not been 

much on the Port Phillip side lately. 
What have you given in New South Wales? I never had to do with it in New South 

Wales. 
By the Uhiairman: Have sheep increased very much in value since the Act passed in 

1854? Yes, they have. 32. 
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32. So that if in former years four shillings a head would compensate a party for the loss of Thos. Lang, 
his sheep, it would not do so flow? No. Esq. 
3:3. What would you recommend with regard to compensation; do you think parties destroy- ' s  

ing their sheep should have compensation, and, if so, that they should have a fairer compen- 11 Nov., 183. 
sation than at present? I think they should have compensation. 

By JL. Uox: Do you think, taking a broad view of the subject, that people who are 
sufficiently careful to keep their own sheep free from scab should be compelled to pay assess-
ment for the loss incurred by the negligence of their neighbours? It is very hard that it 
should be so, but it is safer I think that they should do so than run the risk of having the 
scab amongst them. 

By the Chairman: Do you think an Act could be made sufficiently stringent to compel 
persons to cure their sheep in a given tinie ? Yes, IL think perhaps it might; but it has 
never been done yet. 
By M. Harymave: You think it possible to cure sheep in a given time, say three 

months? Yes; I think in Per,, Phillip they cure within that time. 
Do you think it could be done at such an expense, including .the loss of life, as would 

pay the owners? I consider that if it pays in Victoria, where labour is still higher than 
here, it ought to pay here. 

By  Mr. Lee: What do you think it would cost per head to cure sheep? I am sure IL 
could not say. I have had nothing to do with curing them since very early times, and then 
it was the constant attention and hard work to comparatively small numbers did so. 

By Mr. Jiaryrave: Do you think it is possible, after sheep have been declared infected, 
to secure sheep and boil them down within fourteen or twenty-eight days in such a way as to 
incur no risk of giving the disease to other sheep? I think it might be done. It would all 
depend upon having a very careful shepherd. I do not think there would be any difficulty 
in doing it unless you had a neighbour very close at hand. I have had my sheep scabbed by 
my neighbour's without being aware that his sheep had been near them, until I discovered it 
accidentally. 
By the Clmáirnzan: Are you aware how these returns were taken in - those years when 

there was no assessment-if I recollect rightly, there was no assessment in 1854 ? I think 
they were taken under no assessment Act; they made returns or not, as they pleased. 
Might not that account for some of the discrepancies? Very probably. Igot no notice, 

and was travelling to town when I was told I had to give these returns. 

Matthew Goggs, Esq., called in and examined Goggs, 
I. By the Chairman: You have had considerable experience in sheep farming in the Esq. 
Northern District, I believe? Yes. 
In what part? In the Darling Downs District. 13 Nov., 187. 
Have you had an opportunity of seeing the working of the present Scab Act in your 

district; do you know of any eases of diseased sheep there? None in our district that I 
know of. 
By Mi'. Con: Do you approve of the general principles of .the Act now in force? With 

some modifications. 
Will you state your chief objections to the present Act? In elaue 2, I think the time 

allowed, fourteen days, is too short a period. 
Are you in favor of having the sheep destroyed? I am. 
By the Uhairman: You would not give the proprietor of the sheep a chance of curing 

them, if he were disposed to do so, within a certain time? From my experience I have 
found it very difficult to cure a sheep, and from my observation I have seldom known them 
cured. 
By Mr. Lee: How long have you been engaged in sheep farming? Twenty-two years. 
And you never knew sheep cured? Seldom. 
By time (Jha&mnan: Why would you prolong the time? Because fourteen days is not 

sufficient for a party living 250 miles away from water carriage; he may not have pots to 
boil them down at the time. 
You would recommend, then, that the proprietor should have the option of boiling them 

down? Yes, if he pleases. 
By JJfr. C'ox: With regard to compensation, what is your opinion? If he boils them 

down he should have three shillings for the sheep, and not to exceed a shilling for lambs 
until six months old. 
How would you raise the amount to pay the compensation-by an assessment upon the 

whole of the sheep throughout the country? I look at the Scab Act as an insurance com-
pany among the proprietors of sheep-each insures the other. 
But it is a compulsory insurance? Yes. 
By Mr. Lee: Would you give the party who boils down his sheep three shillings a 

head? Iwould. 
And at present he only gets four shillings a head without boiling them down? I would 

allow him the option of boiling down. 
By the Ohaim-man: Do you not think there is a great decrease in the number of sheep 

in the Colony within the last four or five years? There has been a large decrease, from wet 
seasons. 
In the Northern District? I speak of my own district. 
By Mr. Con : Has the sale of store stock been greater than the increase, or as great as 

the increase besides the losses that have occurred from wet weather-do you think the 
increase makes up for the number sold as store stock for the last year or two? The increase 
in Darling Downs is more than the decrease; the sheep are more now than they were this 
time twelve months. 20. 
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.Goggs, 20. By the Chairman : What time would you allow parties to boil down their sheep? Sixty 
S. days the minimum, and ninety days the maximum. 

21. To commence within sixty days? To commence within sixty days. 
11 Nov., 1867. 22. By Mr. Hargrave: Do you not think it would be a great risk to allow sheep known to 

be infected with scab to remain sixty days before being destroyed? I presume the owner 
would be compelled to keep them on his own run, and not to allow them to go over his 
boundary. 
Of course he would be supposed to do so, but do you not think it would be running a 

very serious risk of the disease spreading in such a length of time? There is a risk, but 
with care that risk might be obviated. 
By the Chairman: Would you continue the present rate of assessment? No, I would 

not. 
What rate of assessment would you recommend? I presume there is a balance in hand. 

I would use that up in paying inspectors, and claimants under the Scab Act for compensa-
tion; when that was used up, I would put on one pound per thousand per annum instead of 
two pounds. 
One.half the present assessment? Yes. 
The amount of assessment not to exceed the amount actually paid in the way of com-

pensation and expenses ;—you would not collect the assessment unless it were actually 
required? Certainly not. 
By Mr. Cox: Have you any other objections to the present Act? Yes; in clause 13 of 

the present Act—" Sheep unbranded "—penalty may be enforced to the amount of two 
shillings each sheep; I think if the whole penalty were enforced it would be excessive. 
Would you strike the clause out altogether;—do you think it is an useful clause? I 

think it is useful. 
You will see it is discretionary with the Magistrate? I think it is leaving too great a 

power with him. My suggestion would be that it should not exceed sixpence. 
By the Chairman: Is there any other part of the Act in which you would suggest any 

alteration? In clause 6—" Justice to give certificate of costs of destroying sheep." If they 
are destroyed, I think the owner of the sheep ought to be paid the expense of destroying 
them, because it is at his option whether he will boil them down or destroy them. 
You recommend he should have that option? Yes. 
By Mr. Cox: The person destroying them should be paid the expense of the destruc-

tion? Yes; he might not consider his sheep to be of sufficient value to boil them down. 
By Mr. Haryrave: Do you think there would be any risk of allowing the skins, after 

being taken off the sheep, to be packed in bales and sent to Sydney; or would you compel 
the owner to fellinonger on his station? I would compel the owner to felimonger the skins 
on his own station and at his risk. 
By Mr. Lee: Do you think there is any danger in the skins being taken away in bales? 

Yes; the animaleulni remain in the skins for a very long period, and if they come in contact 
with the live animal give him the scab. 
By the Chairman: What do you think of the 14th clause? I would make the 14th 

clause more stringent. 
What amendment do you propose? I think the sheep ought to be dressed when they 

are landed. 
Under the present Act it isimperative upon owners of sheep to destroy any imported 

sheep affected by scab; supposing a party to import a valuable ram, for breeding purposes, 
worth a hundred guineas, do you think it desirable it should be destroyed under such circum-
stances? I would modify that with regard to imported sheep. I would have them kept and 
dressed. I would not destroy them, because it is a great loss to the country. 
Then you would make an alteration in the 2nd clause excepting sheep imported for stud 

purposes? Yes; those of pure breed to improve the blood for stud purposes, because sheep 
might be imported from Victoria. 
By ilIr. Cox: Do you think the branding of sheep is effectual with respect to the 

working of this Act; you oFserve that sheep are to be branded with the initial letter—what 
guard is that as to whether sheep are diseased or not? I presume it is only to distinguish 
those which are travelling along the road, so that if they mix with other sheep they can be 
easily picked out. I do not think it can refer to the scab at all. 
Is it not usual to mark sheep? Many do not. 
By Mr. Lee: Do they not either mark them or put a flesh brand on them? I have not 

put a flesh brand on mine for many years. 
Do you think it desirable that sheep should be branded, in order that a party having 

sheep on the road may know at once if any sheep that may have been dropped have strayed 
into his flock? Yes. 

A. C. Bartlett, Arthur Charles Bartlett, Esq., called in and examined 
Esq. 1. By the Chairman: A petition from you to the Legislative Assembly, praying for eompen- 

''-" cation for the destruction of 1,927 sheep, under the Scab Act, has been referred to this 
11 Nov., 1857. Committee,—you state in the petition that you complied with the requirements of the Act 

in every respect ? In every respect. There were not two Magistrates, and I could not get 
a certificate. 
Were there no Magistrates in the neighbourhood at the time? No; the only Magistrate 

there said it was of no use his going, as the Act required two Magistrates, and that if I 
could get another Magistrate he would willingly sit. 
Who was the Magistrate? Mr. Doyle. 
He made no demur as to your receiving a certificate? No; he said he could not sign it, 

as 
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as the Act required two Magistrates, and it was of no use his going alone. Mr. Lloyd was A. C. Bartlett, 
the only other Magistrate I could have got at all, and he was at the Peel; the river was 

Esq. 

rough and I could not get across. I had only a few days left, and by the time I did see 
him the period was expired. 

11 Nov. 187. 

Did YOU call upon parties to examine them in the neighbourhood? 1 did; I gave notice, 
and did everything else according to the Act. 
By Mr. (fox: You state that your sheep were destroyed in February? Yes. 
And the application made by you before the Magistrates was on the 4th day of May, I 

think that perhaps would have put you out of Court, for the Act only gives one mouth to 
make an application-that is under the 3rd section? That is not the Act under which 
my application was made. I applied under the Act of 1854, the fourth clause of which 
gives three months to make application to the Bench. I rode five hundred miles to get two 
Magistrates, but could not. 
7. By the Chairman: Can you furnish the Committee with any other evidence to shew that 
you made this application? It is registered in the Court at Wee Waa. 
Did you make any application at a subsequent time? Not to that Bench. I applied to 

the Executive, and wrote to the Governor about it, and he said if I had complied with the 
Act that was all that was required. I saw Mr. Frank Itusden, and he said it was of no use 
my applying to the Bench again, that the time was up, and I must petition the Legislative 
Assemb'y. 
Be Mr. Gox: When you made an application to the Bench at Wee Waa, was there but 

one Magistrate in the neighbourhood? Yes; that was all. 
Were you told that it was impossible there would be another Magistrate there within a 

week? I was not told so, but I tried for ten days and more to get two together. 
Was there a Clerk of the Bench there? Yes; Mr. Fitzsimmons. 
Did he register the application ? Yes. 
Are you a squatter and sheepowner now? Yes. 
Have you examined the Scab Act at present in force? No; I never looked at it. 
Would you advise that in future sheep infected with the scab should be destroyed? I 

certainly would not. 
You would allow the proprietor the option of curing them? Yes; I would have them 

destroyed, if not cured or disposed of within a certain time. 
What time would you give the proprietor for curing them? Six months either to cure 

or boil down. 
And if not cured within that time you would recommend that they should be destroyed? 

Yes; without compensation. 
Then you would not recommend the continuance of the assessment on stock? No; I 

would not. 
Have you had any experience of curing sheep with scab? I do not say that I could 

cure them myself. 
Have you known sheep cured? Yes. I have, unfortunately, had scabby sheep for some 

years, though I have none now. The first I bought were scabby; they were dressed and were 
all right until some others got in among them. I then had them boiled down, and they 
paid me much better than they would have done otherwise. 
Are not sheep increasing in value? Yes. Scabby sheep in our neighbourhood get very fat. 
Do you know of any seabby sheep in your neighbourhood? There are none at all now. 
By Mr. Lee: You have known sheep to be cured that have been dressed for scab? 

Yes, plenty of them; but a great deal depends upon the management of them after they 
have been dressed. 
By the Chairman: You would recommend that sheep should not be destroyed until the 

parties had a reasonable time to cure them? Yes, to cure or to boil them down. 
6. Supposing they did not cure them, you would allow them to boil them down? Yes. I 
think at the end of three months every one ought to know whether his sheep were cured or 
not, and if they were not cured they should be boiled down. 
By Mr. Hargrave: Do you think, in the present state of the labor market to the 

northward, that it would pay people to cure sheep? No; I think it is much better for the 
Colony that they should kill them right off-four shillings, in my opinion, is quite sufficient 
to pay a person who has such sheep; but if he were allowed to boil them down, that, I think, 
would be better than taxing the Colony four shillings a head for their destruction. 
By Mr. Lee: What do you think it would cost per head to cure sheep? Eighteen- 

pence a head. 
At the present price of labor? Yes. 
By the Chairman: Supposing the whole of the sheep in your district took the scab, do 

you think it would be advisable to kill them all? No, I do not; on so large a scale as that 
would hurt the Colony, by reducing the export of wool, and I believe that has been the effect 
of the Scab Act during the last few years. 
On that account you think it desirable that parties should have time to cure them? 

Yes; but I think if there were only one or two flocks of diseased sheep in the Colony it 
would be best to kill them. 
32 By Mr. Lee: Do you think it is fair that people who take pains to keep their sheep 
clean should have to pay for the loss occasioned by the carelessness of those who allow their 
sheep to become dirty? I do not think any pains will prevent the scab. They are as liable 
to the scab as to the influenza; it is indigenous, as I may term it, to the sheep, and comes 
from we do not know what. 
You believe it is not a contagious disease? It is not a contagious disease. 
Do you believe that it has been brought here, or that it is a native of the Colony? No 

doubt it has been brought here, but I think a clean sheep may get it without contact. 

187-D THURSDAY, 
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4tnt :— 
MR. COX, MR. LEE, 
Mn. DONALDSON, Mn. U. MACLEAY, 
Mn. HABGRAYE, MR. SLTTOR. 

GEORGE MACLEAY, ESQUIRE, IN THE CnAII. 

Thomas George Rusden, Esq., M.P., examined:— 

T. G. ]lusden, I. By the CJjaivman: You are, or were, a large flock-holder in the Northern District? I never 
Esq., M.P. was a large flock-holder myself, but I have had a great deal to do with a great number of sheep. 
.-._-'. --- .., 2. You have had sheep, I believe, diseased with scab? Yes; I have been acquainted with 
19 Nov., 1857. the disease for the last twenty-three years. 

Not throughout the whole of that time? I have seen a great deal of it throughout the  
whole of that period. 

Were any sheep in which you were interested destroyed under the provisions of either the' 
present Scab Act or the one immediately preceding it? Yes; there were sheep destroyed that 
were my property, as I was informed by the person in whose charge they were. 
Were they destroyed under an order of a Bench of Magistrates? I have no personal 

knowledge on the subject at all. 

You know they were destroyed? I am told by the person that had them in charge that 
I have no sheep now. 

How long ago is it since you heard that fact? Twelve months ago. The sheep had been 
destroyed months before I heard of it—I think it was in 1855; and the letter that apprized 
me of it stated that the parties had not informed me before because they had hoped to have 
given me better news. 

Although the owner of the sheep you remained ignorant of the fact that they had been 
destroyed? I did not know anything about it. I am told I have no sheep now. 
By Mr. Donaldson: Did you get paid for the sheep at the price named in the Act? I go 

paid for four-fifths of them at four shillings a head. 
Why were you paid only for four-fiths? Because they said the others were lambs. 
By the Gliairman: The existing Act makes provision for payment for lambs, I believe? 

No; the existing Act does not allow payment for lambs, although the lambs are taxed. 
Lambs pay the premium for insurance, but do not receive the object of the insurance. 
By Mr. Suttor: The Act says the owner shall receive compensation for rams, ewes, 

wethers, and lambs? The Act is contradictory in many respects. The Schedule would 
seem to admit of payment for lambs, but the third clause says—" Provided that no payment 
" shall be made for lambs under the age of six months." 
By JJfi. Donaldson: When they were weaned they would be paid for? They would be 

weaned before six months old, in a general way. 
Were your lambs that were destroyed under six months old? I do not know whether 

my lambs were under three months or twelve months old. 
By the Chairman: What, at that time, was supposed to be the value of a mixed flock 

of sheep in the part of the country in which yours were depasturing? I suppose they were 
worth twelve shillings a head, at least. 

All round? Yes. Sheep removed on to high open country, where there is plenty of 
room, are worth much more than they are in a located country, where they cannot possibly 
increase. 

Did you ever hear of any sales in that part of the country? I do not know the place—
I was never there. 

In what part of the country were these sheep? On the outskirts of the Settled 
Districts—on the Burnett. 

Did you ever hear of any sales there at any time? I have heard of the sale of stations. 
With the land given in, did you ever hear of so high a price as twelve shillings a head? 

I do not know enough of the country to be able to give evidence upon the subject. 
Do you think diseased sheep are worth anything at all? Yes. I would be very glad 

to buy diseased sheep if I had a run to keep them on. 
At what price? I would get them as cheap as I could, of course. 
Would they not be dear at four shillings? No man 'would like to pay so much cash as 

four shillings for them; but if he paid six shillings, and were successful, they would remu-
nerate him. 

If he had the advantage of plenty of servants, abundance of run, and other things he 
might wish for under the circumstances? He would require to have plenty of ground, but 
he would have to do the work himself, as a man will, always have to do if he wants to succeed 
with sheep. 

Personal superintendence you look upon as actually requisite? Yes, unless you can get 
men quite as good as yourself. 
That ought to have some effect on the price, for nothing can be more disagreeable than 

personal superintendence during the dressing, for months together, of diseased sheep? If a 
man dresses his sheep properly he will not be months doing it. 
Do you think it possible to cure sheep by one dressing? I am quite certain it is; 

I have known it done repeatedly. 

Would you not rather have one thousand sheep clean than three thousand scabby? It 
depends upon the locality entirely. 

Take any part of the Colony—do you not think flock owners in the Colony generally 
would prefer to have one thousand sheep clean than three thousand in a state of disease? 
Most likely. They ought to prefer one thousand clean. 
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ø. o that when you were paid four shillings a head for your diseased sheep that were T. G. Rsden, 

slaughtered you received their full value, inasmuch as you received one-third of the value of Esq., MI. 

clean sheep? I believe my sheep were clean when they were slaughtered. I never heard 
of any sheep being destroyed where there was any proof of their being diseased. 10 Nov., 18.7. 

Supposing your sheep were in truth diseased, would you not, upon receipt of four 
shillings a head, feel yourself in a better position than if you had been allowed to keep 
them? Decidedly not. 
That seenis rather inconsistent with what you have said? It does seem like a distortion 

of my meaning. 
How do you mean that it is a distortion of your meaning? I would state that, in 2k 

distant part of the country, it would be far better for a man to have three thousand scabby,-
sheep 

eahby1
sheep than one thousand clean sheep. 
I have put the question in another way—I have asked you what is your opinion of a. 

similar possession in the Colony at large? It depends entirely upon the locality. 
But you admit that in some localities it might be better for a man to have one thousand 

clean than three thousand diseased sheep? Far better, in most localities that were populous. 
You say you believe your sheep were clean? I never heard of any sheep being destroyed. 

where there was any proof of their being diseased. 
Of course you have inquired into the matter? Yes. I have known thousands and 

thousands of sheep destroyed, both before this Act was law and afterwards. 
And the result of your inquiries has been, that the sheep so destroyed were clean? There 

was no proof of their being diseased, I say. 
By M. Ocx: Are you aware that diseased sheep were in that district—New England—

in particular? The question asked me did not refer to New England, therefore, if I were to. 
answer the question it would not be understandable. The Chairman was asking me about 
the Moreton Bay District. 
By the Chairman.: By your last remark you confine yourself to the Northern District? 

All your questions seemed to refer to my particular sheep that were destroyed. My answers-, 
had not the least reference to them. 
I understood you to say that you had never known any sheep that were destroyed proved 

to be diseased—I understood your remarks to refer to sheep destroyed under the provisions. 
of this Act generally? My answers referred to my own sheep; in which case I know, front 
the statement of the party in charge, that they destroyed and killed clean sheep. I spoke 
to them afterwards, and they told me that it was a singular thing that they had had to destroy 
a quantity of lambs, and that they could keep the mothers; and they said those ewes were 
BOW one of the best flocks in the district, and that they had never been scabby. 
Then this was the fault of the inspector, I presume? I do not know whether they had 

an inspector. I know nothing about that. 
Did you not question them about the circumstances after they had made known that 

extraordinary fact? It was in consequence of my getting into conversation with the parties 
that I learned the ewes are now alive, and sound, and healthy. 
Without being dressed at all? Yes. 
You never made any further inquiry into such an extraordinary circumstance? It was 

not possible to make any inquiry, because the sheep were not in existence. 
You never applied for the proceedings taken before the Bench? No; I applied to them 

for the money which the parties offered me, and which they had received from the Government. 
Therefore I suppose the Act was so far carried out. 
That does not appear to be any fault in the Act? The fault in the Act is, that it opens 

the door to all these abuses. 
Not necessarily—everything is liable to abuse? There are thousands and thousands of 

sheep—and some belonging to Mr. Marsh—in New England have been destroyed, and I believe 
more than three-fourths of them were killed because people were afraid they had scab, not 
because they were scabby. 
Were Mr. Marsh's sheep killed under the orders of the inspectors? Yes. 
Did the parties in charge of them remonstrate? I believe they were afraid, and killed 

them from fear, without knowing whether they were diseased or not. 
By .Mi•. Ccx: Are you aware whether there is any scab now in the districts you are 

acquainted with? No, I do not know of any scabby sheep; but there might be thousands 
without my seeing them. 

Bq the C/ma irman: From what you have heard, do you believe scab is to be found in 
any part of the country ? Decidedly. I do not believe it is eradicated. 
Where do you think it is to be found? It is impossible for me to state where it is not 

to be found. 
64. Where do you think it is to be found? It is impossible for me to say where it is to be 
found. 
What are your grounds for supposing it is not eradicated? Because I have heard persons 

state that it was eradicated, and I have seen it since. 
Where? At Mait.land, among sheep intended for New Zealand. 
How long ago? Proceedings were taken before the Bench—that would fix the date. 
Was it within the last year or .the last two years? Another occasion was about twelve 

months ago. 
When were these scabby sheep shipped for New Zealand—two years ago? About two 

years ago, I think. 
You have heard of another case which occurred about one year ago? There was another 

case, in which the Bench of iIagistrates sent to me to request me to assist them in carrying 
out the Act, and, in consequence, I got a warrant to inspect the sheep—.we inspected two 
different butchers' shops at Morpeth. These sheep were purchased at public auction from 
the sale yards of Mr. Dodds, and had come down the country. They were destroyed, under 

the 
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T. G. ilusden, the provisions of the Act of 1853. The Bench of Magistrates requested me to assist them 
Esq., M.L in carrying out the Act, and in getting rid of the sheep; and, after looking into the matter, 

1 chose to proceed by summons under the clause of the Act of 1853, as being the only 
19 Nov., 1857. conclusive one under which we could get rid of the sheep. To a certainty the sheep were 

destroyed; but the Act was not carried out, because they did not burn the house and the 
shed and yard by which the sheep were kept in confinement. 

By .M. (lox: Was that necessary under the Act of 1853? The eleventh clause of the 
Act of 1853 says they shall be destroyed in such manner as the Justices shall see fit. 
BY the hajpman: Does it say they shall give authority to burn the yard? No; that 

was why I chose the Act of 1853 to proceed on. 
Have you known or heard of any other case of scab since that time? These were the 

only two cases I have seen. 
Have you heard of any other upon any good authority? I have heard of them, but 

these were the only cases that came under my own personal knowledge. I have had sheep 
alongside of mine for years and years—for more than ten years—which all the people in the 
district said were scabby sheep, but the Bench of Magistrates refused a warrant to examine 
them. 
That was before the stringent Acts you have referred to came into force? Before the 

Act of 1854. 
Do you not think that if, under present circumstances, the disease were found to exist 

in any part of the country, it would become publicly spoken of, and if it were in your part 
of the country you would have heard of it? Not if it had been in my part of the country, 
for I have been so little there. 
You do not know of the existence of any disease of that kind? Yes, I do; I know of 

two other instances; one, which was mentioned in the Assembly, of some sheep not far from 
Sydney; and the other was mentioned to me by Mr. Suttor, of some sheep of his own that 
were imported. It was reported that they were scabby. I believe his sheep were all clean, 
but Mr. Suttor could tell best about that himself. There was a report about their not being 
clean, and when Mr. Suttor found they were going to be dressed with some poisonous stuff, 
by a person who knew nothing about it, I believe he said he would not allow the inspector 
to carry out such a wretched Act as that, and took his sheep away. 
These sheep were imported from England, were they not? So I believe. 
So that, if diseased, they must have brought the scab with them? I do not know that 

that is a sequitur at all. 
Could they have caught it in course of being landed? Perhaps there is no place in the 

world more likely to cause disease than shipboard. 
I understood you to say that that was a case of scab you heard of? It was a case I 

heard of, of the working of the Act. I never saw the sheep, and therefore could not 
possibly say whether they were scabby or not. There was a report that they were, and the 
sheep were inspected. 
You are aware that, under the provisions of this Act, all sheep imported are inspected, 

or ought to be so, whether diseased or not? There are many clauses in the Act never 
enforced. 
I presume that is the fault of the persons appointed under it, not of the Act itself. May 

I ask you whether the three last cases you have mentioned, with the exception of Mr. 
Suttor's—for I do not think that is to be taken into account at all—are not cases which 
occurred in butchers' yards in towns? Decidedly not; you could no more breed scab in a 
butcher's yard than in any other place. 
Were not these cases in towns, not in country districts? They were in towns when I 

aw them, but the disease did not originate in the towns. One flock of scabby sheep were 
sold by public auction. 
Was this the case that occurred a year or two years ago? That was the last case. I 

cannot speak positively as to the time, but the time can be fixed by reference to the proceed-
ings before the Bench. It was more than a year ago. 
Were any proceedings taken against the flock from which these sheep were brought? 

None at all that I am aware of. 
Your opinion, I may gather on the whole, is not in favor of the working of the Act of 

1854? No, I am not in favor of the Acts of 1854 or 1855, because I consider each of them 
equal to Lynch law; and I am certain they cannot eradicate the scab. 
By .2Ir. Gox: Do you think no law could be enforced which would eradicate the scab? 

None at all, because it can arise as it first arose. 
Spontaneously? Not exactly spontaneously, because there is always a cause for every 

effect. 
SO. By the Chairman: Have you ever heard of scab arising spontaneously? I make no 
doubt it is frequently bred on board ship. Nothing is more likely to bring it on than 
misery and bad treatment. 
But scab is by no means an uncommon thing among sheep in Great Britain? It is very 

common there, and they cure it very commonly. 
Is it not more likely that the sheep came on board diseased, than that the disease should 

be bred on board? I think one is as likely as the other. 
Have you ever known any case where the disease has arisen in any isolated part of the 

country by itself? It would be impossible to prove that it originated by itself, although it 
would be very easy to prove that it could do it. 
Whatever theories may exist on the causes of the disease, do you believe it has ever 

arisen spontaneously in this country? I dare say it might have. 
Do you believe it has? It is impossible to answer such a question. 
You must know your own belief? I am quite certain it could arise spontaneously, or, 

more strictly speaking, without any contagion. 
87 

I-. 
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Do you believe it has done so? I do not believe it would, where the sheep were not i11 T. G. Rusden, 
used. Esq., M.P. 
You have known sheep very badly used and very badly looked after? I state that on 

shipboard it is very likely to arise, because confinement is direct ill-usage, and that particular 19 1857. 

kind of ill-usage which tends to breed all sorts of vermin in all animals, men included. 
In fact you do believe in spontaneous generation? I do not call it spontaneous genera-

tion; but if the greatest dandy were put into a small cage and debarred the use of water and 
the means of cleanliness, he would soon become covered with vermin. 
Do you not think the probability is that the vermin would be in the cage, and would 

merely fix upon the dandy when brought within their reach? I would allow you to have 
the cage cleaned out and French polished, but if debarred the use of water, he would be 
covered with vermin in a very short time. 
However badly sheep may have been looked after at one time in various parts of the 

country, they are now, I believe, owing to their increased value, well tended and kept in 
good order? I think it is quite the contrary ; sheep are more neglected in the present day 
than they have been at any time previously. 
Then you think there is great chance of the disease being originated in some flocks by 

carelessness in looking after them? No, I do not believe that kind of bad treatment will 
generate scab. 
What kind of treatment? Being badly shepherded by boys. 
They become poor and in bad condition? No, it does not follow. 
Do you believe poverty of condition will tend to produce scab? I believe misery of any 

description will tend to produce vermin, because the parasites belonging to individual species 
will breed. 
You think there is greater danger of the disease breaking out now than at any previous 

period? No, I think the danger is always equal. 
But in spite of this danger you have never known a case of this disease breaking out 

spontaneously? No; it would be impossible for any man to say it was spontaneous in any 
particular case. 
My remark was, that you have never known of any case? No man could possibly know 

of any case. 

William Busby, Esq., J.P., called in and examined :- 

By the Clmairman: You are a large sheep owner in the Cassilis District? Yes; I have Wm. Busby, 
a considerable number. Esq., J.P. 
By Jlli. Ocx : Has the disease called scab ever shown itself in that district within the 

last few years? In the district within twenty miles of us there was a case where a number 19 Nov., 1857. 
were destroyed, under the last Act or the previous Act of 1854. That is the only instance 
of scab I have known for sixteen or eighteen years. 
Had these sheep been recently introduced into the neighbourhood? Yes. 
To whom did they belong? Mr. Bowman. They were destroyed under the Act. 
Had they not been brought up from Richmond a short time before? I believe they had. 
That was understood and known to be the fact? Yes; I think so. 
Mr. Bowman sold the sheep he originally had, and brought up fresh sheep? Yes. 
How long had they been in the district before they were reported to be scabby? A very 

short time, perhaps three or four mouths; I do not think it was more than three months 
before the scab made its appearance. 
You were one of the Magistrates that adjudicated in that case? Yes. 
From the evidence brought before you there was no doubt of their having been diseased? 

None whatever. 
Was a certificate given to Mr. Bowman to enable him to receive compensation? No. 
On what grounds was it refused? Because the sheep were destroyed under an order of 

the Bench. 
He did not comply with the provisions of the Act? No. 
Do you consider the inspector of the district a fit and proper person for that office? 

We thought so, and he was assisted by others who were also acquainted with the disease. 
Had you evidence of the fact of their being diseased from other parties? Yes. 
No doubt was left on the minds of the Bench that the sheep were diseased? None 

whatever. 
Were they in a very bad state? They were very bad. I did not see them myself; but 

the evidence went to that effect. 
What is your opinion of the working of the two Acts of 1853 and 1854,-have they 

been beneficial, or otherwise, to the interest of sheep farmers? I believe in our particular 
district we have been saved by them. I believe there would not have been a sound sheep in 
the district but for these Acts, from these very sheep having been brought into it. 
That stringent Act only could have prevented the spread of the disease in the district? 

Yes; I mean making the destruction of the sheep compulsory. And I would add that, from 
all I can hear, it has had the effect of preventing the spread of the disease throughout the 
country generally, for it had newly made its appearance in several districts. 
Under the operation of the old Act the disease was spreading throughout the whole 

country? No doubt; the admitted insufficiency of the old Act led to the enactment of the 
late more stringent law. 
Is there any in your own district at all? Certainly not now. 
Have you heard of the existence of the disease in othei parts of the Colony? No. 
What is your general belief-that it is eradicated, or that it is still lingering? I think 

it is eradicated. 
187-E 24. 
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Win. Busby, 24. From what you have heard among sheep-owners generally, do you think this Act is 
sq., looked upon as a valuable one—are the same views entertained by sheep-farmers generally 

as those just expressed by yourself? Yes; I think so. 
19 NOV., 1867. 25. Have you heard it objected to? I have heard it objected to; but I think not so much 

with a view to the good of the Colony as from a feeling for individuals. I think the 
objection is to the supposed severity with which it bears upon individuals; but I myself 
think it is the kindest thing possible to an individual to destroy scabby sheep for him. 
26 Provided compensation be given? Yes. 
By Jk. Cex: Do you not believe that the scab can be cured? Yes; I think it can 

by energy on the part of the owner, and using the proper means; but without a. fresh run 
it cannot be cured. 
So that in thickly located districts to eradicate the disease is almost impossible ? I 

think it is quite impossible. 
By the Chairman: Even were it possible, do you not think a diseased sheep is sold very 

dearly at four shillings—that the proprietor cf diseased sheep may consider himself 
exceedingly well off if he gets four shillings each for them? Yes, I do; because I think 
that with the small chance that remains of curing scabby sheep a proprietor would be 
benefited by submitting to the first loss, even if a total one; therefore, I think, if he gets 
even four shillings he is a gainer by that amount. 

By Mr. C'ox: Would you give the privilege of boiling down sheep? I would do 
nothing to prevent their immediate destruction and the destruction of everything belonging 
to them. 
By the Chairman : You think the more stringent the Act the better? Yes; and now 

I would make it even more so, because I think so much has been done by the Act that we 
should not give the disease the least chance of getting head again. 
You think that if these Acts were repealed, and an Act similar to the old one passed in 

their place, we would then revert to the old state of things? Yes, and I think more quickly 
too, for the country is more thickly stocked. 
In that ease, all the sheep destroyed, and all the money given in compensation, would be 

lost? It would be thrown away. I say if it has been sound policy to destroy all these 
sheep, in order to arrive at a healthy state of things, it would be madness not to keep up the 
means of meeting the recurrence of the disease, should it show itself. 
Are there any clauses in this Act which you think might be modified, or that it would be 

desirable to repeal? I have looked over the Act, and I think it is wanting in not saying 
what should be considered scab. 
That is stated in the former Act? Then I am under a mistake. There is another 

clause to which I have given some thought—with reference to the dressing of sheep imported 
into Sydney. There were some sheep some time since imported, and I believe the inspector 
wanted them to be shorn and dressed in Sydney, when it was the intention of the importer 
merely to tranship them into another vessel for Moretou Bay. If these words were intro-
duced, "except by ship to some other sea port," the difficulty would be got rid of. 
Do you not think there is some danger of introducing the disease from Europe, even if 

the sheep were dressed as well as they could be dressed? I think they might be dressed; 
but it would be obviously impossible if the sheep were shorn in Sydney that they could be 
shorn again at Moreton Bay, so that the clause could not be complied with. 
You think upon the whole it would be best to dress the sheep upon their arrival? Yes, 

certainly. 
By M. Cox: Whether scabby or not? Scab may exist without its being very apparent. 
By Mr. Sutior: Would you place them in quarantine for some time? There would be 

very great difficulty in getting a place of quarantine—.any ground that would be safe; you 
wou]dwant fresh ground for every lot of sheep. 
They might be placed in a stable in Sydney? They might be, but I should be much 

afraid of doing so. I would think it desirable to have them removed immediately after 
dressing, as far as possible from the neighbourhood of Sydney, and kept in quarantine 
sufficiently long to leave no doubt of their being sound. The quarantine selected should be 
subject to the approval of the inspector. 
Under this clause, the inspector may destroy any sheep that are imported in a diseased 

state; now, suppose you imported a few valuable rams, and they were to show scab when they 
came here, would you have them destroyed? No doubt it would be a great sacrifice to 
destroy such sheep. You might keep a few sheep secure; but there would be a difficulty 
with sheep that had to travel. 
By the Chairman: Thit as rams are not imported in large numbers, you think some 

modification might take place? It would be very desirable, if it could be done with safety. 
I do not think there could be anything like paddock quarantine in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of Sydney. I think in the ease of sheep from Europe, some modification might be 
allowed, but not from New Zealand or other places, whence they could be brought in 
thousands. 
431 You are aware that very stringent Acts exist in England with reference to the intro-
duction of the disease by foreign sheep? I was not aware of it 
By if. Lee: Did you ever know sheep to be destroyed in any other part of the world 

but New South Wales? No, I am not aware that I have read of any; but I think the 
circumstances of New South Wales are very different from those of most other countries—I 
mean as to the quality of labor—the kind of people we can get to do the work in all such 
matters. Besides, in older settled countries there are facilities for curing sheep in the use of 
paddocks, &c., which we cannot hope for, and I believe in no other country would a flock of 
scabby sheep be left by a careless shepherd to be scattered through the neighbouring flocks, as 
I have known to be the ease here. 
What do you think it costs per head to cure sheep? I think it would be quite 

impossible 
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impossible to say, because it would altogether depend upon a great many circumstances; in Wins Busli, 
the first place, upon the skill of the operator, and the state of the run—whether fresh runs . 
could be got for the sheep. 
Do you not think they could he cured on the same run? No, I think not. 19'Ruv, 1857. 

Suppose a sheep doctor were to come to you, and offer to cure your sheep upon the 
principle of "no cure, no pay," what do you think it would cost? I do not know what sheep 
doctors would take it in hand to cure sheep for. 
They have done so in hundreds of cases? Yes, but I think the circumstances of New 

South Wales are changed since those days. 
By the Chairnian: You are aware that the total number of sheep in the country has 

decreased very much in the last two years? Yes. 
Do you think that has }een owing to the stringent provisions of the Act, except so far as 

the special number destroyed goes? I think several causes have been in operation; the seasons 
have not been generally favorable. I have been told that the total loss of the last spring 
increase was almost general in the Northern Districts—and many thousands have been driven 
to Victoria. I do not think the decrease can be attributed to the stringent provisions of the 
Act, except so far as the special number destroyed goes; but a very great number have been 
destroyed under the action of this law. 
5 1. By .JIr. (Yox: Do you think the disease called the Cumberland disease has had any 
effect in reducing the numbers? Certainly it has. in the Western District many more 
have died from the Cumberland disease than have been destroyed under the Scab Acts in 
those districts. I believe the losses from the Cumberland disease have been very considerable 
on the Castlereagh River and the country about it. 
By the Ühairman. : In a district where scab existed in past times, sheep did not increase, 

because people did not breed from them? No; I think all heart in sheep farming was lost. 
The ewes were not put to the rams in many instances? I am not able to speak of that 

myself. 

The runs in a neighbourhood belonging to proprietors of diseased sheep were vacated, in 
order to prevent infection ? Yes; we have moved our sheep from the neighbourhood of 
scabby cheep. 

5o that they could not keep so many sheep as others would have done? That would be 
the effect. 
So that the tendency was to decrease? Yes. There is another clause which I would 

suggest should be reconsidered, that under which a shepherd has to give notice to the 
proprietors through whose runs he intends to pass. It is evaded, and I do not think it 
answers the purpose. 

Is it not desirable that notice should be given? The manner of giving notice has been 
by advertisement in the papers;  people advertise in the papers that they are going to send 
sheep along such a line of road. 
That is not in accordance with the provisions of this Act? Then, I think, the difficulty 

and expense of carrying out the provisions of the clause would be greater than the benefit 
derived from it. 

You think the individual driving the sheep would suffer more than the persons on whose 
land they were driven would benefit? Yes; I think so. 
Are there not other evils resulting from shepherds passing through runs without giving 

notice to the proprietors—have you not known of flocks mixing, and the proprietors of sheep 
whose lands have been passed through losing sheep in consequence on their separation of the 
parties taking more , than their due share? Yes. No doubt there are great evils resulting 
from carelessness in the drovers. At this moment I remember one instance in our own case 
where the shepherds in charge of a large flock of sheep travelling to market, having remained 
at a public house, the flock joined a flock of ewes on the. eve of lambing, and the whole had 
to be driven to drafting yards, and separated by hand. Still, I doubt whether giving notice 
would prevent these inconveniences. 
Sheep are seldom sent through the country with only one man? There are generally 

two or more. 

Why could not one go on before and give notice? I doubt whether it could be done. 
For instance, if a man camps ten miles from the beginising of a run, the station would probably 
be ten miles from the boundary, so that he would have twenty miles to.come in order to give 
notice, and back the same evening ten miles more to where his flock would probably camp, 
and he could not do this in the case of every run he would have to pass through. 
You say one of the reasons for giving up this clause is that scab can no longer be looked 

upon as an existing disease;, but are there not other infectious diseases which it is desirable 
to provide against in every possible way—such as catarrh, foot-rot, and the Cumberland 
disease? No doubt where catarrh may exist. I have not understood that foot-rot or the 
Cumberland disease is contagious. 
By IlIr. (lox: With regard to the thirtieth clause, which relates to branding sheep, do 

you not think that is rather arbitrary? I think that is a good provision. 
Have you not stations more than fort.y miles from the home station? No, I have not. 
Do you not think it rather arbitrary to compel those people who have to brand their 

sheep merely to bring them fifty miles for the purpose of drafting and sendh:g them back 
again ? From run to run I think it would be objectionable, but I think it is not when the 
sheep cross other men's runs; it is well there should be such a mark upon them that they 
should be known. I think, if they are travelling wholly on the owner's own country, it is 
quite unnecessary. 

The penalty is two shillings a-head—do you not think that excessive? I would make 
the penalty sufficiently high to carry out the object of the Act. 
You do not think two shillings is excessive? Not if the clause is necessary; I should 

say what is necessary to make it effective ought to be iirposed. It is not a difficult task; 
ny man can mark sheep. 69. 
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Wm Ih:sby 69. -Do you think merely branding the sheep with the initial of the owner is sufficient to 
Esq., I identify them? I think so. It would be very strong evidence at any rate; and, with other 

circumstances attending travelling, would, I think, leave little doubt as to the proprietorship. 
19Nov., l8ae. 70. What I wish to ask is this :—Supposing two or three people whose names begin with 

B all branded their sheep with B, and any of these sheep were lost or mixed, how could 
they identify them when they all have B upon them, and if they cannot, what is the use of 
the clause ? No doubt that is an extreme case; but, I think, there are circumstances con-
nected with travelling sheep that would assist the clause in gaining the intention of the Act. 
By Mr. Lee: Do you ear-mark? Yes. 
And flesh brand? No; we have no brand but the ear-mark. 
Do you know any persons in your neighbourhood who do not ear-mark or brand? No; 

but there are different ear-marks. I dare say the same ear-marks are upon many stations. 
If there is an ear-mark, a single letter brand would be sufficient? I think that making 

a flesh brand necessary is a greater requirement than the other. 
Do not almost all people brand before they wean their lambs? We have no brand beyond 

the ear-mark. 
By M. Suitor: People travelling with sheep generally brand them for their own pro- 

tection ? Yes. 
By Mr. Uox: Then, if they brand for their own protection, why impose a penalty of two 

shillings a-head for not doing so? If they brand for their own protection, why should there 

be any objection to the law? 
You think that would be sufficient? I think it, with other circustances, would have 

that tendency. 
By Mr. Suitor: Do you think it necessary to continue the assessment? I suppose that 

depends entirely upon the state of the Treasury. 
I mean the present rate of asse9sment-2 a thousand—do you think eases are likely to 

arise to require so large an assessment? I do not think cases are likely to arise; but my 
own feeling would be to increase the compensation. I would increase the compensation to a 
man whose sheep became infected, and destroy them rather than lose the protection afforded 
by the present law. The calls upon the Treasury would not be large; and I think it would 
ted to the discovery and prevention of the disease. 
81. Bq -Mr. Gox: To what amount would you increase it? To two-thirds of the value of 
animal. I do not think there would be any fear of its being a heavy tax upon sheep-owners 
generally. I, for one, would be glad to contribute in that degree. 

2. By Mr. Suitor: You would only levy an assessment to the amount actually required? 
Of course the amount of assessment must be made to meet the demand 
By Mr. Gox: Are you aware that something like ten thousand pounds are available in 

the Treasury for this purpose? Then the assessment clause need not be put in force till a 
further demand makes it necessary. 
You would make it a variable assessment, not exceeding ? Yes; not exceeding 

the amount actually required. 
By Mr. Lee: You would not allow the owners any chance of curing, or trying to cure 

their sheep? Certainly not. I would not tamper with the disease at any time, and 
certainly not now, when we have incurred a large expenditure to eradicate it. I think it 
would be madness to permit it the least opportunity of gaining head again. 
By Mr. suttor: Do you not think it is next to impossible for the disease to exist for any 

length of time without its being known to the neighbourhood? I think it must be a very 
careless neighbourhood where they could have scab without knowing it. 

By Mr. Lee: I think you have said you have cured sheep infected with the disease—
would you not allow another man the same opportunity that you have had? Sheep were 
cured at Cassius, but before I went there. Our flocks were then less numerous, perhaps 
only a third or fourth of their present numbers, and we had opportunities of curing them 
then that we have not now. There was no compensation at that time. 
8. What number have you bred from those sheep which you then cured? I really do not 
know the extent to which the sheep were scabbed I believe there were only one 
or two flocks that were diseased; and as soon as the disease made its appearance it was met 
by sufficient means for its cure, but which we could not avail ourselves of now. 
Their increase were never effected? We have never had the least symptom of scsi) since. 

That scab ue had from the carelessly managed station adjoining; the owners were not the 

managers. 
By Mr. Lee: If you had killed those sheep that had the scab in those days, how many 

sheep would you have had now? It is quite impossible to say. 
You say if there is a scabby sheep in one flock they must all be killed? I do not 

mean by that all the sheep on the run; I mean all the flock under the shepherds charge, 
or at that particular station. 
By Mr. Cox: Do you believe the scab can be originated in any other way than by 

contagion—that it can arise spontaneously as a result of neglect? I should say so; but it 
is a matter on which I have a very determined opinion. 

William Bowman, Esquire, MI'., examined :- 

W. Bowm-in, 1. By Mi'. Suitor: 
You have addressed a Petition to the Legislative Assembly for conipensa-

Esj., M.P. tion for some sheep destroyed in 1855? Yes—in June, July, and September. 
Were those sheep destroyed under the existing Act? Under the Act of 1854; it must 

19 Nov., 1857. have been the Act 18 Victoria, No. 26. 
Will you state under what circumstances the sheep were destroyed, or upon what grounds 

you claim compensation? I had some sheep at Mudgee destroyed in April or May, but these 
for which I claim compensation bad never been in contact with them in any way. At the 

latter 
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latter end of May_the 28th or 29th May—I examined, in company with my overseer, Mr. W. Bowman, 
Wood, the whole of these sheep, and my opinion was that they were perfectly free from any Esq., MY. 
disease. There was a flock of wethers particularly that we examined, and we could not 
perceive the least symptoms of disease upon them; but about a fortnight afterwards 119 1857. 

received a note in Sydney to say that the flock of wethers had shown some breaking of the 
wool on their backs and rumps. Although I did not believe this could have been the scab, as 
they had not been in contact with any other sheep, 1 directed my overseer to write to 
Cassius and to ask an inspector to be sent over to examine the sheep; the answer he 
received was that he must just look ovr the Act and follow the Act. Shortly after an 
inspector was sent, and two other persons, who came down, examined the sheep, and gave a 
certificate that, in their opinion, it was the scab, whereupon my overseer gave the notice, and 
they were destroyed within fourteen days. 
By dli.. Cox: By whom? By myself, at my own expense. I sent out nine men, with a 

team of horses. They were all killed and burned. 
You were not present at their destruction? I was not; I had previously sent to say the 

sheep were to be boiled down, and a few had been picked out and the boiling down had 
commenced when the inspector came down. 
Do you believe them to have been scabby? I do not. 
You said you minutely examined them before coming to Sydney —why did you 

examine them; do you usually examine your sheep whether you have any idea of the scab 
or not? There was so much scab about, and, having had sone destroyed at my other 
station, I was determined to be very cautious. I had sent out my rams, but my sheep were 
fall of ticks, and there were some sixteen of them whose wool had given way; and when 
they were thrown upon the fire there were myriads of ticks crawled out of them. 
S. Were these a portiou of the wethers for which you claim compensation? No. 
Did you comply with the et by giving notice? Yes; when they were reported by the 

inspector as being scabby, we did the same day. 
Did you send to the adjoining station ? Yes, to Mr. Fitzgerald's, eight miles distant, 

which was the only sheep station within twenty miles. 
By the C/maiiinun: Did you snake application to the Bench afterwards for a ceatificate? 

Yes, at Cassius 
What were the grounds of their refusal to grant it? They did not state any grounds; 

they proposed to refer the matter to the Attorney General, and I received a note from the 
Clerk of the Bench that the Attorney General was of opinion I was not entitled to conpensa-
tion. 
Did you ever inquire upon what grounds compensation was refused? I have not ascer-

tained upon what ground; I suppose it was upon the ground that the Scab Inspector, Mr. 
Stanway, swore that they had had the scab a considerable period before. 

By Cc: I understood you to say that you had had some sheep destroyed at Mudgee? 
Yes; they had nothing to do with that. I had a certificate from the Mudgee Bench. 

By Mi. L e: Is the inspector who inspected your sheep a judge of sheep? I suppose 
he ought to have been; he swore he was. 
B, Mr. ('ox: You .dmit yourself that one flock were scabby? I ordered them to be 

destroyed. 
By if,. Lee: Was that the flock which had so many ticks in? Yes. 
By Mr. Suuor: You saw some of these sheep destroyed? Yes, that last flock. 
You give the necessary notice in that case? Yes; and I know my overseer gave the 

other notice. 
By Me. G'ox: Were none of your sheep destroyed compulsorily by order of the Bench.? 

No. The moment they were pronounced to be scabby, we gave notice. 
S that no sheep were destroyed upon your run except what you destroyed yourself? 

No. I sent nine inca and a team of horses to burn them. 
By W. Sutter: Had not the Bench issued their warrant to destroy the sheep? No; 

only a notice. 
By Mr. Ocx: You are quite sure no warrant was issued? I think, but am not sure, 

that no warrant was issued. I disputed the last notice, but when Dr. Harris, who, together 
with Mr. M'Donald, saw the sheep, said he thought there might be something, I ordered 
them to be destroyed. 

By Air. Lee: Were these on an adjoining run? They might have crossed the same 
run; they were about five miles asunder. The others were older sheep; these were young 
sheep, and had just lamnbed, about five hundred of them; they were splendid sheep, and a 
butcher had offered me a pound a-head for them, if I would send them down in August. 
2. By Mr. Sutlor: Did the Bench ever inquire into the destruction of these sheep after 
they were destroyed? I made application, and they refused my certificate. Stanway swore, 
on the first application, that he saw the sheep uneonsumed on the fourteenth day. I visited 
the place myself on the fifteenth day, and saw nothing but a mass of burnt material; and I 
know the sheep were killed on the eleventh day. 

Can you say whether these sheep of yours ever communicated the scab to your nearest 
neighbours? They did not. Mr. Fitzgerald's were the nearest; and one thing that con-
vinced me that the wethers had no scab was that they mixed with a large flock of Mr Robert 
Lowe; they weie the whole day with them, and none of them were affected in the least; 
they were grazing on my own purchased land. 

By Me. Ocx: No person inspected your sheep until yourself requested that an inspectcr 
might be sent over? No. Mr. Wood wrote, by my orders, to Cassius, to have an inspector 
sent, and they did not send one for ten days; and then, within the time prescribed by the 
Act, we destroyed them on the eleventh day from the time that time inspector give his opinion 
that they were scabbed. 
How do you account for these sheep becoming scabby? My belief is that they had not 

187—F the 
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W. Bowman, the scab. The wool was coming off some of them; and they had what I believed to be the 
Esq., M.P. 

marks of the dogs on their shoulders; but I have some of that flock still remaining, which are 
t -' - - - entirely free from the scab. 
19 Nov., 1857. 29. Why did you yourself kill these sheep? There was something upon them, and as they 

were pronounced scabby by the inspector, it being a matter of opiuiun, I thought it best to 
destroy them. 

Did you destroy this first flock of ewes previous to the inspector declaring them to be 
scabby? No, I did not. 

I thought you said you picked out seventeen or eighteen ? That was a flock of wethcrs 
we picked out to boil down, not supposing them to be scabby; but when the inspector 
pronounced them to be scabby, we destroyed them. 

What disease did you suppose these sheep which you destroyed to be infected with? I 
have had sheep in a similar condition before, where the whole of the wool has come off, and 
they have been afterwards perfectly healthy. I have at present a number at Richmond, 
perfectly healthy, whose wool came off in the same way. 
83. By Mr. Suttor: Are you acquainted with a disease in sheep called among shepherds 
"wild-fire"? I do not know it by that name; but I have known instances of the whole 
fleece coming off. 
34. By iWi. Lee: In such cases have not the heads of the sheep been very much swollen ? 
No. 
85. By JIr. ('ox: Have you any doubt as to the sheep at Mudgee which were destroyed 
having been scabby? I had doubts; but I sent to the Bench at Mudgee, and an old man 
was sent over to examine them, and upon his report I killed them. 
36 Where did these sheep come from that were destroyed at Mudgee? They came from 
Richmond. 

They were not your own breeding? No; they were purchased at Richmond. 
Could they not have had the disease at Richmond at the time you purchased them? I 

do not think they had. 

They might have had? The party gave me a guarantee. 1 bought them in August, 
and did not kill them till April. 

You did not think they were scabby? I did not think so; but the inspector pronounced 
them so. I discovered afterwards that a flock from New England had passed along, but I 
never could find out whose they were; whether it was possible for them to have mixed I 
could not say; there were some stray sheep about the Big Hill. 

What appearance had these sheep at Mudgee—what was the appearance of tIle disease? 
It broke out very rapidly; the wool came off, but not in the same way as in the cases of scab I 
had some years ago, in 1828 or 1829. The disease then broke out in little blue spots; but 
these had not the blue spots; the wool came completely off; it was more like surfeit than 
anything else. 

Would you know the scab now if you saw it? I think I should. 
If you saw sheep infected with scab, could you, without having any doubt in your own 

mind, distinctly state that they had the scab? I think I could; the cases of scab I have 
met with have had some peculiar characteristics which would enable any one to recognise the 
disease. 

With regard to the Act now in force, 19th Victoria, No. 27, what is your opinion of the 
second clause, which gives fourteen days for the destruction of sheep infected ? I think it 
too short a time. 

Do you think where sheep are infected they ought to be destroyed? Yes; but I think 
there can be no objection to saving the wool and tallow. 
You think it would be better to kill than to attempt to cure them? I think, under all 

the circumstances, it would be better to kill them, but the wool and tallow might be saved. 
If there were a sufficient run, and they were not allowed to stray so as to injure neighbour-
ing flocks, I think they might be successfully cured if they were treated in the spring. I 
have myself completely cured sheep with two dressings—that was in 1829. 

By ui'. Lee: Have you not had plenty of sheep cured of the scab? Yes; I had at the 
time I speak of 6,000 sheep; 2,000 of these were scabbed, and I completely cured the whole 
of them. 
By Ji/. ('ox: Do you think sheep can be cured without changing the run? I do, if the 

yards are changed, and they are under careful shepherds who will keep them in a fresh part 
of the run. I do not think it absolutely necessary to send them away from a run, but no 
doubt it would promote the health of the sheep to send them where they had not been pre-
viously running. 

By J[.. Lee: Did you ever know sheep cured of the scab who have not had their yards 
shifted? I think not; I tried that a good while and did not succeed. I then washed them 
thoroughly, put them in a clean yard, and in about a fortnight washed them again. 
By Jfr. llarqrave: Have you known sheep cured of scab within the last few years prior 

to this Act? Yes. 

Have you known any since? I cannot state any particular instance, but I have heard 
of their being cured since, although I cannot state anything positively to the Committee. 

By JIr. ('ox: You are in favor of the present Bill, I think, with some modifications? I 
think, in the first place, the time is too short; and I think it more desirable to destroy sheep 
infected than to run the risk of spreading the disease to neighbouring flocks. 

By A/i. Lee: Did you ever know sheep to be destroyed in any part of the world but 
New South Wales? I never heard of such a thing. 
By A/i'. ('ox: Are you in favor of compensation being continued, supposing the present 

Act to remain in force? Where there is an assessment made to raise a fond for the purpose, 
I think it would be very oppressive to destroy the sheep without compensation. 
5. In the event of the owner boiling them down and saving their skins and tallow, would 

you 
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you give him compensation ? I think not; I think every one ought to be accountable for W. Y Bon, 
his own negligence, and have the benefit of his own care; but wiìcre the sheep are cOin- S(1. 
pulsorily destroyed in this way, I think the owner should be compensated. 
Do you know any of the clauses of the Bill that press particularly arbitrarily upon sheep- 19 Nov., 187. 

owners—the 14th clause for instance, do you think that ought to be modified? I think this 
clause of the Act oppressive. I have imported sheep from England on two occasions, and 
took no such precautions, and they were perfectly clean. 

You would have thought it very harsh if those sheep had had disease to have had their 
throats cut? Yes; or to have had them sheared at a had time of the year. It would have 
done them no harm to have washed them, or to have sheared them if it had been a proper 
time of year, but it might have injured them very much if the season had been unfavorable. 
I think the clause is highly oppressive, that it is injurious to the sheep, and not at all 
necessary. 

With regard to the 16th clause, do you think that is necessary—" Shepherds travelling 
If 
With sheep to give notice of their approach to owners of runs"? I do not think it is 

necessary. I think, with ordinary care, no danger would be incurred. If parties were aware 
of, or suspected, the existence of disease, that would alter the case, but I do not see the 
necessity of giving notice in any other case. 

With regard to the yearly assessment, you think if people had the privilege of boiling 
down their sheep and of saving the WOOl and skins, there would be no necessity to levy an 
assessment? I do not I think it oppressive upon those who are careful to pay for the 
negligence of.others; I do not, think any man should be macic liable for the accidents of 
others, unless those accidents are attributable to him. 

Are you aware of any other clauses that required amendment? I never went very much 
into the Act. In fact I became so much disgusted with the matter that I scarcely looked 
at it. 

WTha
t is your opinion of the thirteenth clause,—" Travelling sheep to be branded"? It 

is no great deal of trouble, and no injury to the sheep; that clause can do no harm. 
Are your stations beyond forty miles apart? No. 

68. If they were beyond forty miles apart, would you find it oppressive to be obliged to 
brand them whenever you had them in to draft;—supposing your stations were fifty miles 
away from your head station, and your sheep were coming in to lsmh, would you think it 
advisable, or would it not harm them to brand them? I think it would be hurtful to do so; 
the less they are pulled about at that time the better; but I think it would be no harm to 
mark them with a conspicuous brand shortly after shearing. 

By Jih. Lee: With what would you brand them? With oil or tallow, and a small 
portion of coloring inatter-.—ruddlo or'pitch—somethin that would not injure the wool. 
Do you not think it would injure the wool, if the sheep were branded with tallow or 

pitch before shearing? It would not do it any good; it would slightly deteriorate the part 
that was marked; it would act as a safeguard in case of mixing. 
Did you ever know any sheep that were not either ear-marked or flesh branded? I 

never had any but were ear marked or flesh branded. 
By Mr. Suttor: Parties that are travelling a distance generally brand their sheep, for 

their own protection? Yes; and for that reason I do not think a compulsory clause is 
necessary. 

The penalty for non-compliance is two shillings—do you think that excessive? Yes, I do 
'Would you do away with the assessment altogether ? Yes, I would, if parties were 

allowed to make the best use they could of their sheep, and were at liberty to cure them, 
using all necessary precautions to guard against injuring their neighbours. 

Bq 3I. Haryrave: Would you have inspectors, to declare when sheep were seabby? 
I think great caution should be used in the appointment of these inspectors; as so much 
is placed in their power, they should be men of great intelligence and experience. 

You would not leave it to the proprietor of the sheep to say whether the sheep were 
infected or not? No. 

How would you pay the inspectors? I think they should be paid by fees from the 
parties whose sheep were infected; and if upon inspection the sheep were found not to be 
infected, the fee should be paid by the party who gave the information, or who desired the 
sheep to be inspected. 

So that under any circumstances the inspector should get his fee? Yes, a reasonable 
fee, to induce him to do his duty, and to get a good, upright man, in whom confidence could 
be placed. 

By }ir. liaryrave: From your knowledge of the country , do you think it advisable to 
allow sheep to be cured within three months, rather than to make it compulsory upon the 
owners to kill them? Yes, I think it 1nore desirable to allow them to attempt to cure them 
within three months; if they could not be cured within that time they should be killed. 

By if,.. Ocx: Do you not think it would be attended with some risk to neighbours to 
keep them three months ? There might be some risk; I think in shearing time they might 
be cured in less time; I would not allow longer. 

By Al,'. Lce: Do you believe sheep catch the scab by going over ground that has been 
travelled over by infected sheep ? I think it possible; but if they are yarded in the same 
yard they are very liable to do so. 

Mr. 
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Mr. William Clements, called in and examined * 

M. William 1. By the C'liairman: You are the Sheep Inspector in Sydney? I am. 
(Aements. 2. You are also a veterinary surgeon? Yes. 

Have you had many cases of diseased sheep under your notice since the Act came into 
19 Nov., 1857. operation? No, only two. 

What were they? They came from New Zealand. 
You have had no cases of diseased sheep coming from the interior? I have nothing to do 

with sheep from the interior; only imported sheep. 
Is there another inspector for butchers' sheep? I believe there is; but I believe sheep 

coming from the interior are not inspected at all, or sheep coming from Maitland. 
Have you your appointment here? No. The clause of the Act under which I work 

(the 14th) is perfectly useless. That is a letter I received in reply to a number of queries 

I placed before the Government. [The witness handed en a letter jrone the Colonial 

Secretory's Office, dated 14 February, 1856. J'ide Appendix A.] In accordance with that, 

I seized upon some .heep coming from Maitland. I went to the Magistrate to obtain a 
summons, and he refused to grant it me until I had obtained the opinion of the Solicitor 
General. I went to him and obtained this, which I now beg to hand in. [The witness 

handed in the same. Jute Appendix B.] 
S. Have you confined your attention to sheep that have been imported? Yes. 
Whether coastwise or otherwise ? Yes. With regard to this Maitland ease—I went down 

to the steamer one night, though no report had been sent to me of the arrival of sheep, and 
said to the owner he must comply with the Act, which required the aheep to be sheared and 
dressed, or I should be obliged to take proceedings against him. There were about 300, and 
the owner said he wanted the sheep for slaughtering, and if they were to be sheared and 
dressed he might as well cut their throats at once, and throw them into the water. The 
Steam Company said they would not have the sheep on their wharf, and he removed them. 
I then went to Mr. Dowliimg for a summons; he said he would not grant one, as he did 
not conceive this to be within the meaning of the Act. I afterwards obtained the opinion 
from Mr. Manning I have handed in, so that I could do nothing with the Maitland sheep. 

Were these sheep dressed? No ; but according to the Act they should have been shorn 

and dressed. 
If they had been dressed with such dressing as that usually applied, the sheep would not 

have been fit for slaughtering? Certainly not; and the owner said he had nowhere to feed 

the sheep. 
You would have some alteration made in that clause? Yes; I would have a very great 

alteration. 
Would you not rather have it in this way—that sheep coming coastwise should not he 

landed without a certificate from the inspector? Yes. I would make it imperative that no 
party should be allowed to take sheep out of Sydney without a certificate from the inspector 

that they were clean. 
In the case of sheep coming from Maitland, or coastwise, if they were shipped clean 

they would not be liable to contract the disease on board? I do not know—some of these 
steamers are liable to communicate the contagion ; but they should have a certificate which 
should be shewn to the Inspector of Slaughter Houses. 

Would you draw a distinction between sheep coming coastwise and those coming from 
Europe, or other foreign countries? I think it would be foolish to dress any sheep coming 
for the purpose of food; but I would recommend that any sheep going up the country for 
the purpose of raising stock should be dressed. 
1 understood you to recommend that any sheep coming coastwise should, after a certificate 

had been given that they were clean, be at liberty to land? Yes. 
Would you make any difference between them and sheep coming from foreign parts? 

Yes. I think there should be a kind of depot in Sydney, where sheep should be landed. For 
instance, rams brought from Europe should be examined, sheared, and dressed, and at the 
expiration of a certain time the inspector should give a certificate, and let them go. 
IS Do you think it would be necessary to shear and dress them—for instance, if they arrived 

in the winter mouths, and were going up the country, might it not endanger their lives? If 
I did not shear I would dress them. 

You would make it compulsory to dress sheep imported for stud purposes? Yes. 
If such sheep were kept in this depot for a month, under your eye, would not that be 

sufficient to satisfy you whether they had or had not the disease ? Yes. 
Then there would be no necessity to dress them? No, there would not; but still 

I think dressing would be a greater safeguard, and would not injure the sheep. 
The shearing might injure them? Yes, but dressing would not. 
You would recommend that sheep coming from any foreign country should be placed in 

quarantine? Yes. 
And be there kept until the inspector was satisfied they were clean? Yes; scattered 

about in different directions, as they are at present, it is impossible for the inspector to see 
them dressed, or to keep charge of them. 
You would not recommend that sheep coming from England, although they might have 

the disease, should be destroyed? No; I think it is a disease easily cured, especially where 
there are only two or three rams. 
Refer to the second clause of the Act,—" Sheep infected with the disease to be destroyed 

"within fourteen days "—would you recommend the continuance of that clause? No; I never 
did recommend the destruction of sheep infected with scab; I consider it a great loss to the 

country. 
Do you recommend any amendment of this clause? I think a certain time might be 

given to parties, that they might attempt to cure them, and if they did not succeed within 
that time, then they should be required to kill them. 

28. 
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What time would you give-six months? That I suppose would depend a great deal Mr. William 
upon the labor to be obtained. Clements. 
You are quite satisfied that sheep can be cured? Yes. 
Supposing large numbers to be infected upon a station, do you still consider that it 19 Nov., 1857. 

would be practicable to cure them? Yes, I do; it only requires extra labor. 
In the two cases you have referred to of sheep coming from New Zealand, what was 

done with them? They were killed and eaten. 
This stringent clause has not always been acted upon? It was the election time, and 

I seized upon the sheep, and proposed to take them to the Police Office till I got a warrant 
for their destruction. When I got there I could not obtain a warrant, as the Magistrates 
were all engaged in electioneering. When I found the man out, he said he had seen some 
other butcher, who had told him they were all right, and had been killed and eaten, and 
that the people had felt no ill effects from them. These were some sheep that had been sent 
from here as store sheep; they were brought back, and had got the scab on board.. 
The scab being a cutaneous disease, would not affect the meat? No, not in the first 

stages. 

In case of the compulsory destruction of the sheep, would you allow the owner of the 
sheep to save the wool and tallow? They might save the tallow, but not the wool, unless it 
passed through some process which would kill the aeari. 
Suppose under some regulation it was not to be removed from the spot, or until it had 

been scoured? I would not allow it to be saved, unless it could be put under some process 
that would kill the parasite and its eggs. 
How long do you think the insect would exist after being removed from the animal? 

I should say about three weeks or a month; I believe it has been known to exist longer. 
You would not allow the wool to be saved, unless great care were taken? No; the 

tallow might. 
If the wool were dipped in boiling water? Then it might be saved. 
By ]th. Robertson: Will you be kind enough to say how long you have been Inspector? 

My appointment commenced on 4th January, 1856,-about a year and nine months. 
What remuneration have you received from the Office? Sixpenee for every sheep I 

have inspected. 
You have had no salary? No salary whatever. 
You have not found it a very profitable employment? Very unprofitable. 
How many sheep have you inspected as an authorized officer? I have inspected about 280. 
Then you have in fact received only about £7? Yes. 
Do you think that a sufficient sum to induce a person to take much trouble? No. 
Then I suppose, unless you did it from patriotic motives, you had no inducement? 

Having undertaken it, I said I would carry it out, especially as I had taken an interest in it 
from the commencement. 
Will you be kind enough to tell us what experience you have had in sheep farming, 

or what means you have had of becoming acquainted with the disease called scab? I have 
become acquainted with the disease from having made it my study, and from a variety of 
experiments. 
Where? Some.in Sydney and some at home. 
How many experiments have you made? Some fifteen or sixteen, at different periods. 
Have you seen fifteen or sixteen lots of scabby sheep? I have seen more than that; 

but I have made experiments upon that number. 
In Sydney? Yes. 
I understood that you had inspected only two? That is since my appointment. 
These experiments extend over a considerable period of time? No; I made them 

previous to the Act passing. 
At what period? The commencement of 1855. 
Were there so many scabby sheep at that time? No; these were sound sheep that I 

infected with scab. 
How did you manage that? By taking the insect from the scabby sheep and placing 

them upon sound sheep. I had two scabby sheep given to me, and I tried a variety of 
experiments upon them. After they had been cured for some time I put a number of sound 
sheep with them. 
How long after the insect was placed upon the sound sheep did the disease become 

apparent? Sometimes it may be seen in eight days. 
5. So as to become quite apparent? Yes, by parting the wool and examining the sheep. 
In cases where the disease appeared, did you dress the sheep immediately? No; I 

allowed the disease to take its course for a week or so, and then I dressed it. 
What do you dress it with? Oil and kreasote-onc dressing. 
What would be the expense of a dressing of that kind? It is rather expensive; I 

suppose to dress a sheep three times would cost two or three shillings. 
In what period would that make a complete cure? In about a fortnight or three weeks. 
How many men do you think it would take to dress five hundred sheep sufficiently in 

one day?. Three men could dress five hundred. 
You have spoken of some sheep that were brought up from New Zealand? Yes. 
You say they were exported from this port, returned, and had scab when they returned? 

Yes. 

How do you account for their having scab when they returned? I cannot tell you; 
they had been sent to New Zealand some time previously, in a vessel which had taken sheep 
before, and the butcher who sent them said they were sound when they went away. 
Were they scabby when they got to New Zealand? That I cannot say.... . 

OS. You say they were afterwards killed and eaten in the city? Yes. 

187-U . 69. 
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Mr. William 69. What means did you take to ascertain whether they were killed, beyond questioning the 
Clements. party? I got a summons for the party and brought him to the Police Office, and he there 

admitted that he had killed the sheep and sold them. He brought some man who said the 
19 Nov., 1857. sheep were sound. He was committed to take his trial at the Quarter Sessions, and had, I 

believe, fourteen days imprisonment. 
Then it was proved that they were actually killed? Yes. 
You have said you do not consider it your duty to examine any sheep but those which 

are imported? No, I do not say that; I consider it ought to be my duty. 
Do you consider that it is your duty? Yes; but, after I had Mr. Manning's opinion, 

Mr. Dowling said it was of no use my taking out any more summonses, and that if I did he 
should dismiss the parties. 
Suppose you were to ascertain that any party had a score of seabby sheep coming from 

Parramatta, would you consider it your duty to examine those sheep? Undoubtedly. 
Then your statement that it was your duty to examine only imported sheep was made 

under a misapprehension ? Yes; it is my duty to examine them wherever I hear of them. 
Do you think you have a right to examine any scabby sheep without an order from a 

Magistrate? Yes, I believe I have. 
Can you tell me how it happens that inspectors in country districts have an annual 

salary, independently of the sixpence a-head you speak of, while you have none ? No, I 
cannot. 
In your evidence in chief you stated, although you somewhat modified the statement 

afterwards, that you would not allow the wool of seabby sheep to be saved. Now, supposing 
sheep were boiled down, would it not, for all practical purposes, be safe enough if this wool 
were packed in wool bales after drying the skins in some place where there would be no 
danger of sheep approaching? If you could do it in some place where you would be certain 
there were no means of spreading the contagion. 
Seeing that you have given evidence in favor of boiling down, you must contemplate 

some place where the sheep can be kept apart from others. If you boil the sheep down in 
some such place you can pack the skins in the same place,—do you think that would be 
sufficient? I think it would, providing you could make cc itain no other sheep would come 
upon the same ground. 
Would it be necessary to whitewash the bales with lime, for the purpose of letting 

parties through whose property they might pass know the nature of their contents, as well 
as to prevent the insect from coming out? I do not think it would have that effect. 
Do you not think or believe that lime would cure this disease ? I think not. 
Does it not happen to be within your knowledge that some gentleman in South 

Australia published a plan for curing scab by means of whitewash—the paper was published 
in the Sydney newspapers, and occupied a considerable amount of attention? No, I am not 
aware of it. 
I suppose you are aware that very few insects like lime? Yes; by limewashing the 

bales you might entangle, and by that means imprison, the insect. 
Is that the only way in which it would affect them? I think so, for I know that in 

South Australia, where there are lime floors, there are a great number of fleas. 
Would not frequent limewashing check that? Yes; but I do not think that would 

arise from any destructive quality in the lime itself. 
You do not think any benefit would arise from washing the bales with lime ? Except 

that it would entangle the insect. 
You, who have made so many experiments, must know that insects will not live in lime? 

They cannot in burning lime. 
Is it within your knowledge that sheep may be cured of scab with hot water alone? 

No. 
You are aware that the scab is an insect? Yes. 
You are aware that it is a very small insect, and that a small amount of heat in the water, 

which would possibly kill the insect, would not injure the larger animal, the sheep? No 
I am not aware of that; inasmuch as the insect burrows in the skin and lays its eggs beneath 
the surface, where they remain until they are hatched, and then it comes forth with the 
young insect on its belly. You might, perhaps, destroy those which were outside the skin, 
but the others would escape. 
Would your medicine follow it into the skin? It would not follow it into the skin, 

but as fast as the insects came out it would kill them. If you dressed them and kept them 
until the ova were hatched you would destroy them all. 
Then, if it were ascertained how long the insect remained in the skin, and submitted the 

sheep to this hot water process a second time, when the insects re-appeared on the skin 
would not that destroy them? No, I think not. 
By Mr. Lee: How long do you suppose the insect will live after the skin is dried? As 

long as the skin retains a certain amount of its original properties the insect will live. 
Then when that period has elapsed, there is no danger in moving the skin? There are 

the ova and the acari which may be upon the wool; I think the dead skin may be the 
vehicle by which it may be carried. 
Then I suppose the egg may fall into a living sheep, and there be hatched? Yes. 
By the Chairman: You see no objection to saving the skin and wool, if proper pre-

cautions be taken to cleanse them ? No. 
By Mr. Haryrave: Do you not think felimongering the skins upon the station would 

be the safest way? Yes. I am of opinion that no wool should be allowed to be saved, 
unless the skins had been feilmongered, or passed through boiling water. This I should 
make imperative. 

APPENDIX A. 
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APPENDIX A. Mr. William 
CIemnts. 

Colonial Seeretary'a Office, 

Sin, 
Sydney, 14th February, 1856. 

19 Nov., 1857. 

In reply to certain questions contained in your communication of the 28th 
ultimo, I am directed by His Excellency the Governor General to inform you, that the 
wording of the Scab Act appears too plain to admit of a doubt that Sheep arriving in the 
Port of Sydney from Maitland, Moreton Bay, Twofold Bay, &c. &c., come within the meaning 
of the 14th clause of that Act. 

With regard to the second paragraph of your letter, I have to refer you to the 
13th section of the Act, from which you will perceive that all travelling sheep are to be 
branded, under a penalty not exceeding 2s. for each unbranded animal. 

I am further directed to inform you, that there is nothing in the Scab in Sheep 
Act requiring Scab Inspectors to examine sheep intended for slaughter. The Inspector of 
Slaughter Houses is the proper person to perform this duty. 

In answer to your inquiry, whether you have power to act beyond the City of 
Sydney and hamlets, I have to state that your duties as Inspector, under the before men-
tioned Act, a:'c confined to sheep imported into Sydney. 

.5. I have also to add, for your information, that the lands near Sydney are not 
exempted from the provisions of the Act in question. 

I am, &c., 
W. ELYARD, 

(For the Colonial Secretary.) 

APPENDIX B. 

It appears to me that, under the 14th section of the " Scab in Sheep Act," all persons 
importing sheep coastwise, such as those brought from Maitland, are legally bound to report 
the fact to the Inspector; but I think that if they are bona fide for slaughter in Sydney, 
they need not be examined, shorn, or dressed. They would not be within the spirit and 
intention of the Act, nor do I think that a removal to places in or about Sydney for slaughter 
would be a "removal from the seaport," within the true meaning of the words of this section. 

W. M. MANNING, 

July 18th, 1856. 
S. U. 

FR IDA Y, 20 NO VEMBER, 1857. 

reent :— 
Mn. COX, Mn. LEE, 
Mn. DONALDSON, Mn. ROBERTSON, 
Mn. IIARGRAVE, I Mn. STJTTOR. 

W. H. STJTTOR, ESQUIPE, IN THE CHAIR. 

Henry Dangar, Esquire, 3.P., called in and examined 
By the Gliairman.: You have been many years in the Colony? I have; about thirty-six 

or thirty-seven years. H. Danar,  

You have been a long time possessed of extensive property as a sheep farmer? Yes, I 
have pretty large flocks. 
And have had considerable experience in sheep? Yes, I have. 20 Nov. 1857. 

 
Are you acquainted with the disease called scab? Yes; at one period I suffered from 

having the disease in my flocks. 

Are you acquainted with the working of the present Act at all? I am, a little; but I 
have been a good deal absent from the Colony, in England, during the principal part of the 
period of its working, and I therefore am not particularly famUiar with it. 
If you look at the 2nd clause, you will see that sheep infected are to be destroyed within 

fourteen days? Yes. 

Do you think the present law should be continued? Not in its present shape; but with 
pretty large alterations and modifications. 

What alterations would you propose? I would propose a less Algerine law, less affecting 
the interests of sheep owners, and lessening the sums to be paid should the disease occur 
again. I think it should be made less stringent than at present. 
Do I understand that you would allow parties time to cure their sheep? Yes, that is one 

of the alterations I would suggest. I am of opinion that there should be reasonable time 
allowed for curing, and an extended period of time before such a law as this should take 
effect. I think some line should be drawn between parties whose sheep were running on their 
own land and those whose sheep were upon leasehold land. It seems to nv to be an 
outrageous kind of law to put a man under penalties and to fine him for having diseased 
sheep on his own freehold. If he chooses to keep them for a limited time on his own land 
before he considers it necessary to exterminate them, I do not see why he should not do so. 
I would also recommend an extension of time to parties who stabled diseased sheep both day 
and night, which would be far less destructive than slaughter and burning. Sheep farming 
is very successfully and extensively practised in Germany, where the sheep are wholly 
stabled, and disease from scab never occurs. I think the Fr1ctise and law of burning the 
carcases most vicious. 
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W Dangr, 10. Then you would make the present law less stringent with regard to persons hmaving sheep 
on their private property? Yes; I think some distinction might be drawn between persons 
having sheep on their own land and those having them upon land of which they were merely 

LONov., 1857. leaseholders, or entitled to run on sufferance. 
11. Bq Mr. Lee I understand you to say that you have had scabby sheep? Yes. 
19. Did you cure them, or were they destroyed? I cured them, and saved the flock, and 
without cost to the public. 

Then it is, of course, your opinion that they can be cured? Decidedly. 
By the Chairman : You have no doubt of it? I have no doubt of it. In many incipient 

cases especially, whore the disease has not established itself virulently and permanently, I do 
not see why the opportunity should not be given the unfortunate proprietor to attempt to 
cure them before submitting to such a ruinous loss. 

Bit Mr. Lee: Did you ever hear of an Act of this kind in any part of the world but 
New South Wales? Never; it always appeared to me to be un-English-like and unjust. I 
do not deny that large good has been done to the country, but a large loss has also been 
incurred. I am happy to find that all hands have been willing to unite in stopping the 
disease. The amount of good effected is judged worthy of the great sacrifices made; but as 
now that scab is reduced to a more cipher, it will be impolitic, in my opinion, to place such 
a power in the hands of inspectors, and to place such restraints on the travelling over the 
high and public roads of the Colony, and more especially after all the good is almost done. 

By the Chairman : If I understand you rightly, you would not, under any circumstances, 
allow sheep to be destroyed until the proprietor had had a fair opportunity of curing them? 
I would not. 

From your long experience you are quite satisfied that sheep may he cured of scab if 
proper care be taken? Yes, they were cured in my own case. It happened to my flocks in 
1846 and 1847. I certainly did not cure them the first summer, but the second year the 
disease disappeared, and I have heard nothing of it since. 
You consider it tao great a sacrifice of property to destroy sheep without endoavouring to 

cure them? Yes, without giving the owner an opportunity to use his skill; but that should 
be more particularly applicable to sheep running on the owner's own land. 

Will you now go to clause 3,—according to your evidence this would be altogether 
unnecessary? In severe cases my experience would still lead we to recommend the destruc-
tion of sheep. And in any such severe case, upon the oath of any party, before two Justices, 
it might be made competent to set the inspecting law in motion, but only to the extent of 
curing and stabling—not the destruction at first. 

In that case would you allow the parties compensation? I would. 
1. To what extent would you give compensation—it is now four shillings a head? I think 
that hardly enough. 

Seeing that sheep have so much increased in value? Yes, I would be guided by that in 
some measure; instead of four I would give six shillings. 

By Mr. Lee: Do you not think that might lead to something unfair; if a man had a 
bad, unhealthy flock, might he not try to give those sheep the scab, in order to get a higher 
price for them than they were really worth? I cannot imagine that, because it is notorious 
that the price within the last three or four years has immensely increased, and I do not see 
why that should not accompany this in some measure. Even putting it at six shillings, that 

is a very low figure indeed. 
Do you believe that all sheep are worth six shillings a head? Scarcely; not the average 

of flocks, perhaps. 
Are you not aware that in some parts of the Colony, such as New England, where the 

disease has not been, that sheep are not worth more than six shillings? No. 
By the Ghairrnan: With regard to the 13th clause, which requires all sheep travelling 

beyond forty miles to be branded—do you think it necessary that they should be branded? 
There would be no great harm in requiring them to be branded; it would be for the owners' 
own protection against robbery also to brand them; and this is done, without the interference 
of law, by sheep proprietors on the commons (equal to our runs) of Cornwall, Devonshire, 
and Wiltshire, with very beneficial effects. 

By Mr. Lee: What is your opinion with regard to putting a brand upon sheep coming 
in to be sheared—would it do any injury to the wool? It would be slightly injurious to the 
wool, certainly. 

Did you ever know any sheep near you to be unbranded, or without ear-marks? I have 
known them without ear-marks; but there is a sort of branding tar leing generally used. 

By the Chairman : The 16th clause requires "shepherds travelling with sheep to give 
"notice of their approach to owners of runs" ? I dare say there are a great many ridiculous 
things in this Act, and this is one of them. It is quite unncccsary, and almost always 
evaded and avoided. 

You have stated that you would allow parties time for curing sheep, and that in the 
event of their not curing them you would have them destroyed; what time would you allow 
on a squatting station? I would allow fifteen months, to include almost the whole of the 
second summer. 

Would you allow them to boil down the sheep and save the wool? Yes; they should have 
the option of doing so within a prescribed,time, but on the spot. 

With regard to the assessment, a less amount would be required if parties had the option 
of curing their sheep in six months? Yes. 
Have you any idea what amount of assessment would be required? I have not. 

34. Do you know of any cases of scab existing at the present time? No. 
35. By Mr. Robertson: You have said you would allow the proprietor of seabby sheep the 
opportunity of curing them? Yes. 
36. And you have also said that when you bad scab among your sheep some years ago,• it 

took 
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took two years to cure them? It did; but had I to do the same tiling again, it would be H. Dangar, 
under an improved system of sheep doctoring. Lsq., J.P. 

31. As you had then a smaller number of sheep, and greater facilities for obtaining labor, 
may i t not be that you had a better opportunity then than you would have now? Yes, 20 Nov., 1857. 
rather so, in that point of view, but not much. 
However, you say you think the proprietor ought to be allowed fifteen months to cure 

them? That is a short period enough. I would be inclined to name it as a maximum 
period.,  
Would it not be very probable, if parties were allowed to keep their scabby sheep so long, 

that they would stray into neighbouring flocks, and give them the scab? It is a contingency 
that might happen; and in such a case I should say that the proprietor should, by another 
law, be ma4e answerable. 
But the proprietor might have no means of making compensation—might be not say, 

"I cannot pay," or go into the Insolvent Court? It would be in his power. Any diseased 
sheep, the property of any insolvent person, should be seized and at once sold by the Govern-
ment, and not be allowed to be removed. The value would create a fund sufficient (by 
immediate boiling) to pay compensation above four shillings each. 
Then, would it not be better for the whole sheep proprietary of the country, and especially 

when there are so few scabby sheep, and when, if the disease were again to appear it would 
necessarily be only to a small extent, to destroy the sheep; and to pay, by means of assess-
ment, the proprietors for their loss? It is a difficult matter, perhaps, to give an opinion 
upon that. It might cci tainly be done, but it should be accompanied by some well known laws 
and rules. 
Do you think, under any restrictions, the principle of the present law providing for the 

compulsory destruction of the sheep, and the compensation of their owners, is a just principle? 
I think it is not just; it is largely objectiOnable, and should undergo some revision. 
The principle you object to, in any shape? Yes; the rigid destruction. It would 

be far more tolerable if owners were obliged by law within three months of any information 
of scab, on oath, to give the owner the option of boiling his diseased, or suspected diseased sheep, 
and not be allowed to remove them to any new run; and, in such case, he should not be able 
to claim compensation. 
44, B1 Mr. Drna1clson : Have you ever known scab exist to any extent in New England? 
Not to any extent; but I have known it prevail there slightly. 
How long ago? Two years ago. 
For the last few years have you known it at all? I have heard that it has been among 

some of my neighbour's flocks—Mr. Marsh's. 
Do you not conceive, from your own experience of the working of the present law, that 

the people who are paying assessment there are, in fact, paying a bnus to the south country, 
and, in that point of view, it is unjust to the clean districts of the country? Yes; for in 
New England it has not prevailed to any injurious extent; it has prevailed in some individual 
eases where the parties have not managed the sheep properly. 
Do you know, in round numbers, how many sheep there are in the Northern District 

that which you believe generally have not been infected with scab? I do not. 
From three to four millions, including Moi'eton Bay, Clarence River, and Darling Downs? 

Any opinion I could give would be a mere guess. 
In all these districts scab is very little known ? Yes, very little. 
And yet two pounds a thousand is paid for the sheep, and this amount goes to the south 

country? Yes. It is particularly hard upon the non-infected. But it is a tax, and a con-
tingency in doing a great public good by the few for the good of the majority, and wherein 
it is impossible to make the tax bear equally towards those who are careless, or who commit 
the deed. 
Has it ever occurred to you that the tazing of all sheep in this way, for the purpose of 

compensating those whose sheep may be infected and destroyed, is in fact a premium for bad 
management? Yes; it is attributable to the management. I think, almost the whole of 
scab, in the event of its prevailing again, can be eradicated by obliging the owners to boil 
them on the spat within a period of three months, on any information, on oath, before any two 
Justices. It might be a question whether the Legislature would give the opportunity of 
curing or not. In this case no compensation at all would be required. 
So that if you manage your sheep extremely well, and employ a good superintendeit, in 

order to avoid this infectious disease, you have to pay a tax, which is given as a bonus to 
those who neglect their sheep, and from which you derive no benefit? Yes. 
Is not this manifestly unjust? It is manifestly. unjust. 
If the stoppace of a disease, arising in a great measure from bad management, become the 

duty of the state, would it not be fair to make those whose sheep were thus infected bear the 
penalty, rather than that the good sheep-owner, who took every means in his power to avoid 
the disease, should pay for their neglect? If it were possible to introduce such a law, it 
would be desirable. 
You think the present law unjust? Yes. In the event of an alteration of the law, I 

would recommend that rather a different set of men should be appointed as inspectors. And 
as a mark upon all clean runs—as a brand—they might be noticed by some abatement in the 
yearly assessment, which those who had continuously had only clean runs for the past seven 
years would be entitled to. 
What class of men would you recommend? It is a very important matter, and I would 

recommend that there should be local provincial inspectors, who should be assisted by a jury 
of two sheep proprietors, to be taken from the owners in the neighbourhood, they not being 
interested. 

By Mr. Hargrave: Would you req.ire the Legislature to compel any two persons . to 
inspect them, because it would be a very unthankful task? Yes; I would letve thc'Magis- 
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H. Dangar, trates to say what two persons should go and assist, and they should be paid for their 
Esq., J.P. attendance. 
' m 59. You think the principle of giving compensation is, in effect, a good manager paying for 
20 Nov., 1857. the losses caused by a bad one? Yes, it has that effect. 

Do you think bad management was the cause of the disease breaking out in New 
England? I would not say that it was the cause, but that it was one of the causes. 
Are you aware what was the cause of its breaking out in New England? I have heard 

that the disease was brought by some imported rams, and a predisposition in the blood, or 
causes rising out of poverty of run, and consequently more susceptibility of attack, are 
amongst the causes. I certainly think the compensation system should be continued to be 
provided for, but only so far as its yearly wants require. If the sheep intended to be boiled 
under this Act are to be paid for at the rate they now are, there will be an uncertainty 
whether the value will leave a deficiency. 

Richard Lewis Jenkins, Esq., J.P., called in and examined :- 
RL. Jenkins, 1. By the Uhairman: You are a sheep farmer, I believe? I have been for the last fifteen. 
Esq., J.P. years, but am not at present. 
' -  2. In what part of the Colony? In the District of Liverpool Plains. 
20 Nov., 1857. 3. You have had some considerable experience in the management of sheep? I have; not  

only on my own stations, but I have been in the habit of visiting and noticing the manage-
ment of sheep on adjoining runs. 
Are you acquainted with the disease called scab? I am. 
Have you ever had any diseased sheep yourself? Never; but I have been called upon to 

inspect diseased sheep of other settlers, both in the Liverpool Plains District and on the 
Hunter River. 
Have you had any experience of the treatment of the disease? I have had no personal 

experience, but I have seen the disease treated at Captain Dumaresq's, on the Hunter, at 
Segenhoe, and at other places. 
Were those sheep cured that you saw treated for the disease? I cannot say from my 

personal knowledge, but I have been told so. 
Are you acquainted with the Act at present in force? I hold it now in my hand. 
From your experience of sheep farming, and of the disease called scab, would you recom-

mend that the present Act be continued, or that portion of it that relates to the destruction 
of sheep? I would. If this question had been put to nae previous to the operation of the 
present Act I should have modified my reply; but, looking to the freedom of the country at 
the present time from the disease, I think it would be inexpedient to abolish it, inasmuch 
as I believe the disease will only be produced in this country again by imported contagion. 
I do not believe the disease will be generated in the Colony. Looking, therefore, to the 
very little destruction of life we may anticipate, if stringent measures are at once applied, 
and again to the great difficulty, when the disease does break out, of curing the sheep on 
over-crowded runs, as well as the ignorance of the people who are generally employed for 
the curing of the disease, I think it would be very improper, and neutralisiog the good 
which has been produced by the destruction of life hitherto, if it were not at once met by 
some stringent measure. 
Would you confine the compensation for sheep destroyed to the amount provided in the 

third clause—the present compensation is four shillings a head? Yes. 
Do you think that is sufficient? I think fully sufficient. 
Would you include lambs in that compensation? Not small lambs. 
Of what age? Not unweaned lambs. 
Would you allow parties destroying their sheep to save the wool and tallow? I think, 

under the present Act, there has been a great waste of property from the destruction of wool, 
and from the parties not having been allowed to boil down their sheep, and I do not think—
the disease depending as it does upon a living insect, a parasite—there would be any danger 
in saving the wool, provided it were kept a certain time and were not allowed to be spread 
about the station. 
You would leave it optional with the parties to burn the sheep with their wool, or to 

boil them down and save their wool and tallow, under certain regulations? Under certain 
regulations. If they had full fleeces I would compel them to shear them and boil them 
down, and in such cases I would not give the parties compensation. I think the Act has 
been very hard upon persons living in healthy districts, as in the district where I have resided. 
That is to say you think careful persons have had to pay for the negligence of others? 

Not in all cases, but in most cases for the negligence of others. 
Then you would only give compensation where the parties were not likely to get four 

shillings, after paying expenses, from the tallow and wool? Yes. 
Have you had sufficient experience of this disease to be able to say whether you consider 

it can be easily cured or not? I have had sufficient experience to warrant mc in saying 
it is a disease that can be cured, provided the runs are not over-crowded. It is necessary to 
place the sheep on a clean country immediately after being dressed, but in most cases I do 
not think this would be practicable. 
As the disease is a parasitical insect, would it be likely that for a considerable period 

after treating the sheep the disease would be likely to appear again ? Not if they were 
properly dressed, but the danger arises from so few persons who undertake to dress them 
possessing the requisite amount of knowledge for their treatment. 
Do you know any instances of scab existing at present? Not one. 
And you do not think it likely the disease will appear again, except from imported 

sheep? Yes. 
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'\That is your opinion of the 13th clause, which requires all sheep travelling to be B. L. Jcnkin, 
branded? I think that a very proper provision, apart from this Act altogether. Esq.,.J.P. 
Would not people naturally brand their sheep for their own protection? It would be 

natural, one would think, that they should do so, but it has not been customary. 20 NOV., 1807. 
Would not the brand be injurious to the wool, for instance, if sheep were about to be 

sheared? In some instances I found it inconvenient, where they were just travelling to the 
shed; but I think some provision might be made in the clause that it should apply only to 
sheep driven to market, and not to those driven to the shea.ring shed. 
The 16th clause requires that parties travelling sheep shall give notice? I found that 

to be almost impracticable; in fact it has never been carried out. People endeavour to 
evade it by giving a general notice in the papers. 
You think that clause has been evaded? Yes. I would propose that the next clause 

with regard to inspectors, as it at present stands, should be entirely done away with. I 
would have a proper inspector, who should be a veterinary surgeon, at the seaport, and one 
or more at the boundary between us and Victoria—the two points whence we are likely to 
receive imported contagion. In other places I do not think inspectors necessary; the settlers 
themselves, as they would be the most interested, would be the first to hear of the disease, 
and would take care to protect themselves. I would provide, however, for power to be given 
the Benches of Magistrates to compel persons, by summons, to go and inspect sheep reported 
to be diseased. The inspectors who have been appointed have for the most part been useless, 
without the requisite knowledge; and in all the cases I have known the office has been a 
perfect sinecure. 

You would recommend that a thoroughly competent person, such as a veterinary surgeon, 
should be appointed at each port? Yes; he should be a sort of sheep health officer, to 
examine all imported sheep. 
With regard to the 14th clause,—suppose an imported valuable ram, worth a hundred 

guineas, had a spot of scab on, the inspector would be compelled to have him killed? I think 
an exception should be made in such cases, but I would not allow such rams to go among 
my flocks till they had served a good quarantine. 
Could they not be placed in quarantine in a stable? Yes. I would extend the time in 

cases of that kind to two years, so as to make thoroughly sure that they were clean One 
dressing might kill the parasite, but not the eggs of the insect, which, in the course of time, 
may renew the disease. 

If a competent veterinary surgeon were appointed, he ought to be able to ascertain 
when a sheep was cured? It ought to be left to a competent inspector, who should not 
release them from quarantine until they were quite clean. 
By Mr. Robets : Are you aware that there is at present a surplus of £11,000 in the 

Treasury arising from the assessment of sheep, beyond what has been paid for compensation 
and for inspectors? Yes. 

That being the case, would you not desire that in any new law for the purpose, the pro-
vision for assessment should remain in abeyance until this £11,000 was expended? Yes; 
I think it would be most unjust to apply it to any other purpose than that for which it was 
raised, and I do not myself anticipate that there will be any necessity at all for anew assess-
ment. I consider that if this stringent clause be followed out in its integrity, as there are 
only two sources whence we may expect to get the disease among us again, very little money 
will be required, so that the sum at present in hand will be more than ample for the salaries 
of inspectors for years to come 
Then you recognise the justide and expediency of discontinuing the assessment clauses at, 

any time until this £11,000 surplus shall have been expended? Yes. 
Are you of opinion that the class of inspectors has been sufficiently intelligent ? They 

have been about the worst class that could have been appointed; men who knew nothing at 
all of sheep. I know that was the case at WTee  Waa, where the inspector scarcely knew a 
sheep from a goat. 

And at Tamworth? At Tamworth the party states he has had knowledge of sheep, but 
I do not know that he has ever had, from my knowledge of him. 
You have said that you would, where the wool and tallow would amount; to four shillings, 

give the party no compensation; now, I would ask, would that be judicious or wise—would 
the party be disposed to make the authorities acquainted with the fact that his sheep were 
- diseased, if he were to get only the skins and tallow? On reconsideration of the matter, I 
think there should be some inducement held out to the owners to boil down and make the 
best of their stock. 

3.7. Suppose two shillings ahead were given for the sheep boiled down, beyond the price of 
the wool and tallow, would that be a good plan? I do not think the settlers should require 
more than a small inducement; I think one shilling should be sufficient. 
Would you draw any line of distinction between sheep running on freehold land and 

those running on lease.d land? I would not; I would place all alike. 
By Mr. Lee: You say it is not impossible to cure sheep? It is not. 
Did you ever know sheep to be destroyed in any other part of the world besides New 

South Wales? No; my experience does not extend beyond New South Wales. 
Have you ever heard of such a thing in any other part of the world? No, I have not. 
By he Uhairtnar.: Sheep have been subject to many other diseases besides scab? Yes, 

to catarrh, and lately to the Cumberland disease. 
Has not that been as destructive as scab? It is very destructive; much more than 

scab. 
By Mr. Lee: Do you believe it is contagious? I imagine it to be both endemic and 

contagious. 
By the UJlaiimai : In that case it is as dangerous, or more so, than the scab? I should 

say not with regard to spreading; but I think it would be wise, in any laws which may be 

made 
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R.L. Jenkins, made for consolidating the diseases of sheep, that provision should be made that any sheep 
iSU J.P. affected by the Cumberland disease should not be allowed to travel off their station; as by 

travelling they might spread the disease through the country. 
.O Nov., 1857. 46. You would not have them destroyed? No. 

Has it not been found that the only cure for the Cumberland disease is removing them 
to a fresh station ? It may be so. I think I have heard of persons travelling over to Port 
Philip; but I think there is danger of spreading the disease. It is at present extending 
nothward, and a considerable destruction of sheep has taken place on Castlereagh River. 
B1 Mi'. Hargravc: You state that if sheep were boiled down, and the skins were sold, 

you would allow little or no compensation - do you not think the assessment was paid with 
the expectation of getting four shillings a sheep for any that might be destroyed, and do you 
not think it would be unjust to the parties to deprive them of it? I do not think the 
parties ought to get four shillings in addition to the wool and tallow. 
By iJp. /,'obertson : Otherwise it would be a temptation to persons having fat sheep to 

get the full price for their wool and tallow, and the four shillings besides ? Yes; fat sheep 
will get the scab as well as others. 

FRIDAY, 27 1OVEMBER, 1857. 

43vccnt :— 

Mu. COX, Mu. LEE, 
Mu. STJTTOR, Mu. DONALDSON, 
Mu. HARG-RAVE, Mu. ROBERTSON. 

WILLIAM HENRY SUTTOR, ESQUIRE, IN THE CHAIR. 

William Bowman, Esq, M. P., called in and further examined :- 

W. Bowman, 1. B, the CJafrn,an : Do you put in copies of the depositions made before the Cassilis Bench 
of Magistrates in the case of your sheep destroyed by order of that Bench? I do. 

'"•' 2. By Mi.. Gox: Was any notice sent to the neighbours, stating the day on which the sheep 
27 Nov., 1857. were to be killed, and the number of them—I do not see the notice appended to these 

depositions? A notice was sent. 
Will you state the numbers of the flocks that were destroyed? Speaking from memory, 

just now, I think the wethers were 1,232; a mixed flock, nuder the Chinaman's charge, were 
1,118 ; these two flocks were the first that were killed in July. Besides these, a flock of 
734 ewes were killed in September, and with them were 125 rams. 
What age were the lambs that were with the second flock? I have not claimed for them 

at all. They were just dropping their lambs—some were six weeks old and some only 
dropped that day. There were 503 lambs. 
At what date were these sheep killed? Two flocks were killed at one date, and the 

remainder at another. 
Did the notice you say was sent to the neighbours include both the flocks that were killed 

at the same time? Yes, Wood, my overseer, sent that notice; but, for the sheep that were 
afterwards killed, I wrote the notices myself, and a boy I had there copied them. Wood had 
then left me. 
I notice that Stanway stated in his deposition that 224 of the sheep had been boiled 

down? That was not the truth; there were not 100 boiled down. We had been killing 
sheep for rations, and some of them had died, and all their skins were on the fence; these 
were the skins that Stanway saw. 
You declare that none of the sheep for which you now claim compensation were included 

in the number boiled down? I do not think they were; the deduction was made. 
Stanway states in his evidence that, believing the sheep had not been destroyed, he went 

to Merothera, after having obtained a warrant from the Bench to destroy them, and when he 
got there he found they had been destroyed, but he found a quantity of tallow lying there? 
I do not believe any tallow was taken out of the sheep I claim for. A few were boiled down 
before the scab had broken out; and what tallow there was came from them. They were 
not claimed for. 
I see that, under the 5th clause of the Act, after sheep have been certified to be infected 

with scab, it is open to the owner to dispute that certificate within fourteen days—did you 
dispute the certificate of Stanway with regard to the last two flocks? I did. 
Did you do so in writing to the Cassius Bench? Yes; I sent a lawyer all the way up, 

and delivered the notice at the Magistrate's house. It cost me fifty guineas for the lawyer 

to do that. 
What time did the Bench give you to examine witnesses, and to destroy the sheep that 

were then stated to be scabbed? They gave a certain time, which I availed myself of. 
I saved one flock, but the others were destroyed. 
B,' Mi'. Robertson: It appears to me that we should have some explanation as to the 

alleged boiling down of some of your sheep? I have explained that, not supposing the 
sheep to be scabby, IL had ordered my overseer to pick out all that had commenced breaking 
wool, and to boil them down; and he did do so. 
Were. those sheep boiled down before you had reason to know from the inspector that 

they were scabby? They were. 
After you had reason to know they were scabbed you ceased to boil them down? There 

was not one boiled afterwards. 
And you commenced to destroy them immediately? Yes, immediately they were 

declared to be diseased. 
 

41 
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17. It is in evidence in these depositions that you did not, after they were discovered to be W. Bowman, 
scabbed, kill them as quickly as the Act required, by a few days; and it is also in evidence, Esq., M.P. 
on your behalf, that you killed them as quickly as you could, and that you hired what men 
you could get, and gave them every encouragement to kill them within the specified time? 27 Nov., 1867. 
I have every reason to believe that they were all killed by ten o'clock on the 11th of July. 
They examined the sheep on the 27th June, and sent back the notice on the 28th; and we 
considered the time ran from that day. 
Then in the whole matter you acted bond fide, from a desire to carry out the law, and if 

any error of judgment occurred it was on the part of your superintendent? Yes, if there 
was any error; but he worked day and night to get them destroyed within the time. When 
I went up, on the 14th or 15th of July, there was nothing remaining but the embers. 
By Mr. Gox: In looking over these depositions, I see you state here that you received a 

letter from Mr. Dickenson stating that the sheep were scabby, and Wood also states that he 
had sent you word that the sheep were scabby? He did not state it positively; and I had 
seen them so recently, on the 28th and 29th May, that I thought it utterly impossible. 
From what appears in these depositions, it would seem that after you knew the sheep 

were infected they were being boiled down, until the beginning of July? I did not believe 
it to be scab. I had written to Wood to pick out those of the sheep there were any appear-
ances upon, and he wrote me that some twenty had broken wool on the rumps. There were 
no blue blotches. I know what scab is, andl do not believe it was scab. 
By Mr. Robertson: But you state that after the sheep were pronounced to be scabbed, - 

you lost no time in destroying them; that your overseer hired all the men he could get and 
tempted them by high wages and every inducement to kill the sheep as soon as possible? 
Yes; they were assisted by neighbours also. Greater exertion could not have been made. 
Wood was laid up afterwards,very ill, from the exertions he made. 

APPENDIX A. 
PoUce Office, CassiUs, 

30 June, 1855. 
Present: 

ROWLAND J. TRAILL, ESQ., J.P. 
WILIaAM BUSBY,- ESQ., J.P. 

Robert Wood, overseer to William Bowman, Esq., being summoned to appear here this day, 
for a breach of the Scab Act,—upon being called upon answers to his name. 

William Stanway, overseer to Mr. Fitzgerald, being duly sworn, says :—The state-
ment I have just heard read, being the information laid by me on the 27th of June, i 
correct, with the exception of the distance from the Upper Kemble Station sheep-yards to 
the road, being 350 yards instead of 250. I swear, positively, that the sheep in question have 
the disease called scab. lam thoroughly acquainted with the disease, having treated it formerly. 
The sheep, on the 11th of June, were in the yards at that station, ordered to be left there by 
Mr. Diokenson for my inspection. I saw them on the run yesterday. I saw them on the 26th 
of June on the same run, in the yards. I ascertained the distance of the sheep-yards from 
the main road by measurement. This main road has two tracks. One of these tracks passes 
within twenty yards of the hut. There is only one flock of sheep at this station, to the best 
of any knowledge. At another station of Mr. Bowman's, called Jones' Station, there is 
another flock of scabby sheep. This station is within 200 yards of the same main road to 
the Castlereagh River. There is considerable traffic on this road, both as regards. stock and 
travellers. I have no further statement to make. 

Cross-examined by Robert Wood :—They (the sheep) cannot, to my knowledge, water 
without crossing the road. To the best.of my opinion they are the sheep that watered at the 
creek, there being no other sheep within three miles. 

Sworn before us, at Cassius, the 30th 
(Signed) WILLIAM STANWAY. 

 
day of June, AD., 1855. 

ROWLAND J. TRAILL J.P. (Signed) 
WILLIAM BUSBY 

Robert 'Wood, in defence, says :—I am Overseer to Mr. Bowman, of Merothera.; On 
or about the 6th of the present month I ascertained that the flock of wethers at Kemble 
Creek were infected with the scab, and on the 7th I addressed a letter to the Bench at 
Cassilis, stating that the scab had broken out, and to forward an inspector to inspect the 
sheep. I received a note, signed by Dr. Traill, answering my letter, stating it was not neces-
sary to write to the Bench, but referring me to the Act. And as there was no inspector 
sent from Cassilis, and as Mr. Bowman had some difficulty in obtaining compensation from 
the Mudgee Bench, in consequence of killing his sheep without their having been seen by an 
Inspector, I thought it best to keep the sheep until Mr. Bowman arrived, which he did in a 
few days, viz., on the 22nd instant. When Mr. Bowman arrived he immediately took means 
to get proper assistance to destroy the sheep, and desired me to commence killing immediately, 
which I have done. I have no further defence. 

Charge proved. 
(Signed) R. V. WOOD. 

Sentence—To pay a fine of £50, including costs, 4s. Gd. Twelve days to be given to 
pay the above fine, otherwise, in default of sufficient distress, to be imprisoned for three 
months, unless sooner paid. 

(ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. (Signed) 
j WILLIAM BUShY, J.P. 
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W. Bowman, Police Office, Gassilis, 
1sq,, M.P. 80 June, 1855. 

Present: 
27 Nov., 1857. ROWLAND J. TRAILL, ESQ., J.P. 

WILLIAM Busny, ESQ., J.P. 

Robert Wood, overseer to Mr. Bowman, appears on a summons to answer a charge of William 
Stanway for a breach of the 12th section, 18 Victoria, No. 26. 

William Stanway1  being duly sworn, says :—The information I have just heard read 

is correct. 
Cross-examined by Robert Wood:-1 saw one notice about scabby sheep about half a 

mile from Kemble Creek, in the heart of the scabby run. I saw another notice near Jones' 
Station, in the heart of the scabby run. The distance from Kemble Creek Station to where 
the second notice was posted is about four miles. To the best of my opinion, it is less than 
a mile from where this notice is posted to Jones' Station. I have seen scabby sheep beyond 
that notice, viz., at Merothera. When I saw the sheep at Merothera, you told me you were 
going to kill them. I saw no other notice than the two I have mentioned. The distance 
from Kemble Creek Station to where you said you posted a notice, is about one mile-
and 

ile

and a half. 
By the Court :—I know the boundary well between Tongay and Mr. Bowman's run.. 

I know the point where the main road to the Castlereagh River enters Mr. Bowman's run. 
The notice I did see was somewhere about half a mile from Upper Kemble Creek Station, 
where the diseased sheep are. I read that notice; it was to the effect that the scab was on 
the run; it had no signature. It was dated 8th June. The handwriting was nearly an 
inch, and a legible notice. 

(Signed) WILLIAM STANWAY. 

Taken and sworn before us, at Cassius, this 30th day 
of June, A.D. 1855. 

I

ç ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. 
(Signed) 

WILLIAM. BUSBY, J.P. 

Robert Wood, in defence, says :—I affixed notices around where the diseased sheep 
were running, and I thought I was complying with the requirements of the Act by so doing. 
I had not seen the Act when these notices were affixed. 

Charge proved. Costs 4s. 6d., to be paid by defendant. 
Case dismissed, on condition the necessary notices, duly signed, are affixed to the 

b6undari6s of the run. 
'° 5 ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P,, (Signed) 

(WILLIAM BUSBY, J.P. 

Police Office, Cassius, 
12 September, 18,55. 

resent: 
WILLIAM BUSBY, J.P. 
ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. 

William Bowman, Esq., of Merothera, presented an application for compensation for sheep 
destroyed under the provisions of the Act of Council 18 Victoria, No. 26, 

William Bowman, being sworn, says :—.The last time I saw the sheep alluded to was about 
the, latter end of May, and I then believed them to be perfectly healthy. My overseer, 
Wood, had previously sent me word they were healthy. I was anxious about these sheep, 
as I had previously some diseased sheep in the Mudgee District. I received a letter from 
Mr. Dickenson, dated from Cassilis, I think, on the 8th of June, stating that some slight 
symptoms of scab had appeared in the wether flock. I also received a letter from my over-
seer, Wood, to the same effect.. Mr. Dickenson was staying at Merothera, with a view to, 
become manager of the property. I came up as quickly as possible; it was about the 20th June 
when I arrived at Merothera. I apprehended then that they had the scab, and ordered. 
preparations to be made for their destruction. I now speak of the flock of 1,250,wethers. 
I did not believe the other flock was diseased, and ordered them to be removed to a fresh run. 
These flocks were subsequently condemned by the inspector. They did not commence to 
destroy the sheep until the 2nd July, to the best of my belief. They were all killed, accord-
ing to the report of my overseer, Wood, upon the 9th July, and I myself saw the fires that 
were consuming them burning on the 14th. I used every exertion to get' them destroyed in 
the period allowed by the Act. I believe my overseer exerted himself to the best of his 
ab'ility, and encouraged the men in every way. My late overseer, Wood, has left my service; 
it is not possible be eanbe here to-day. My overseer told me, in a general way, that he had 
,sent the notices required to the neighbouring runs. I sent for Wood on Friday last. 

(Signed) WILLIAM BOWMAN. 

Sworn before us, this 12th day of September, A.D. 1855, 
at. Cassius. 

5 ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. (Signed) 
(WILLIAM BUSBY, J.P. 

William S,tanway being duly sworn, and examined by Mr. Bowman, says :—I examined 
sheep, by request of Mr. Dickenson, on or about the 11th June, and on the 26th of the same 

month under a warrant from the Bench. I saw them again about the 4th or 5th July; they 
were 
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were then being boiled down; it was a portion of the wether flock. Constable Knight, who 'W. Bowman, 
accompanied me, reported there were the skins of 224 sheep boiled down. These skins were 
on the fence of Merothera, to which place they had been removed from the place they were 
boiled at. I saw them again on the 12th or 13th; they were then killed, and the remainder 27 
of them were on the fires burning. I went on the ii th June, at the request of Mr. Dicken-
son, to examine the sheep. I examined them on the following morning. There were about 
50 or 60 in the flock that you could tell were diseased without getting off your horse to 
examine them. I handled and examined several of these sheep. On the sheep I examined 
the matter had formed, and the fleece had fallen off. I am familiar with the disease called 
scab. I consider the disease was in the sheep for some time previous to its breaking out in 
the stage in which I found it. I received a warrant from the Bench on the 13th July to 
destroy the sheep. When I went to execute the warrant, I found the sheep destroyed1  and 
a quantity of tallow and remnants of sheep lying about. The warrant to examine was on 
the 27th June. I saw them boiling down a portion of these sheep about the 4th or 5th 
July, and when Iwent there on the 13th or 14th, I saw some sheep on the fires unconsumed, 
but the fires were burning. I received a notice, in writing, from Wood, that they were 
going to destroy the sheep in a few days. I do not know the date of his notice.. It was 
from the 7ti t the 0th July, I think. I saw three fires. 

(Signed) WILLIAM STANWAY. 
Sworn before us, at Cassius, this 12th day of Sept., 1855. 

5 ROWLAND J. TRAIrL, J.P. (Signed) 
WILLIAM BUSBY, J.P. 

Re-examined by Mr. Bowman :—I swear positively they were not all killed on the 
9th. Now I recollect it was on a Sunday I went for the last time and saw the sheep on the 
fires; this was on the 15th July. I swear the sheep I then saw uncomiumed on the fires had 
not been killed forty-eight hours. 

(Signed) WILLIAM STANWAY. 
Sworn before us, this 12th September, 1855. 

I WILLIAM BUSBY, J. P. -. (Signed) 
ROWLAND J. ThAILL, J. P. 

James Devoy, being sworn, says :—I 'am a neighbour of Mr. Bowman's. Mr. Bow-
man's overseer asked me if I would assist him to destroy the sheep, as he only had a crtain 
time to do it in; I did so. I do not recollect the day of the month on which the killing of 
the sheep was finished. It was on a Wednesday or Thursday, about 10 or 11 o'clock. I was 
there three or four days. I do not recollect how many days I was there. The fires were 
placed in such a way as would cause the speedy destruction of the sheep. There was as much 
wood as was necessary. The men were exerting themselves properly. There were three fires. 

'(Signed) JAMES DEVOY. 
Sworn before us, at Cassius, this 12th day of September, A.D. 1855 

i 
1\ I ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J. P. gneu)

WILLIAM  B U S B Y, J. P.  

Compensation not allowed, in consequence of non-compliance with that portion of the 
third clause of the Act requiring the sheep to 'be destroyed within fourteen days after 
becoming infected. 

f '(Signed) Rowri J. Tu&mn, J. P. 
, WLLIAM BUSBY, J. P. 

- Police Office, Cassius, 
10 Oc1ober 1855. 

Present: 

WILLIAM BUSBY, J. P. 
ROWLAND J: TRAILL, J. P. 

William Bowman, Esq., appeared this day to appeal against the information of his sheep 
being diseased. 

William Stanway, being duly sworn, says:.—The certificate I have just heard, read 
is correct with the number of sheep said to be diseased, viz., one hundred and twenty 
rams near Merothera; seven hundred and thirty-two mixed sheep, .Bald Hill Station; and 
nine hundred mixed sheep, Moreton Bay Station. 

Mr. Bowman here withdrew his appeal:  against, the above-mentioned sheep being 
diseased, except those nine hundred, or thereabouts, depastured at Moreton Bay Station. 

William Stanway, on oath, says :—t found symptoms of disease on two sheep in the 
Moreton Bay flock; there was a kind ofiblue spot, callous; there was a scab on the 
shoulder of one as big as a half-crown; and upon the other several blue spots on the point of 
the shoulder and spine of the hack. I have had twenty years experience of seal. I caught 
other sheep, three or four; they showed every indication of being unheahy, but not 
sufficiently diseased to enable me to say they had the scab. I examined them on the 15th 
July, about three miles east of Merothera. I thought then they were seasoning. Frow my 
- knowledge of scab, if sheep are seasoning on the 15th July, they might not have broken out 
more. than these did on the 8th. September. I consider that if. there had been uet weather the 
disease would have been more visib1e sooner. The shoulder of the sheep thatshowed the 
spot about the size of a half-crown was bare. I have no duul . and positively. $wear, it was 
the scab; I have cured scab in all its stages. I do not c1idex there, is aiy other disease 
with which these symptms can be confounded; it is not te effect of grass seed. It they 

had 
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W. Bo'man, had, not been spotted, or the infected sheep taken out, it is likely they would have shown 
1ssq, M.P. symptoms of the disease by the 8th October; I mean the two infected sheep particularly; 

the whole flock might or might not have shown the disease. The symptoms from grass seed 
27 Nov., 1857. are generally loss of wool under the belly; there would have been a growth of wool under-

neath and the skin would have been red and healthy. The appearance of the skin in sheep 
that have lost their wool from scab is thick and callous, white and scaly, and you can cut a 
good depth before you can obtain blood, and the wool is not reproduced. The scar from the 
bite of a dog would not produce the same appearance—the same appearance is not produced 
by tick. I have seen sheep low in condition, and the appearances described are not the 
same as in these sheep infected with scab. 

(Signed) WILLIAM STANWAY. 

Sworn before us, at Cassilis, this 10th day 
of October, A.D. 1855. - - 

(ROWLAND J. TRAILL J. P. 
(Signed) 1 WILLIAM BUSBY, J. P. 

Richard Harris, being duly sworn, says :—I am a Surgeon, and a Magistrate of the 
Territory. I have been a sheep owner fifteen years. During my residence at O'Connell 
Plains I had scabby sheep for the period of five years—from three to six thousand at one 
time. I know a flock of sheep of Mr. Bowman's, running at Moreton Bay Station, Merothera; 
I saw them on Wednesday, 26th September, and on Monday, October 8th; I then examined 
them carefully, and found them clean ; I could not detect the slightest indication of scab in 
any one sheep. If two sheep on the 8th September could be pronounced scabby, any person 
aequaintedwith scab could detect scab in the flock on the 8th October. The scab first 
appears in a pale violet-colored pimple; a watery liquid exudes from it, and scab then forms; 
which spreads; and while the larger scab continues increasing, you can generally perceive 
the smaller spots coming out in the sheep at the same time ; the scab forms an incrustation 
of a yellow brown color; the skin becomes thickened and hardened ; a scratch will make it 
bleed; a out an eighth of an inch deep will make it bleed; I have seen my own sheep bleed 
profusely, from being rubbed down with a curry comb. Two or three sheep with such 
symptoms as I heard described could not have been missed by me, on my examination on 
the 26th September, and I think not on the 8th October. I did not examine them then so 

carefully, not thinking  it necessary. The thickening and hardening of the skin does not 
appear before the violet-colored pimple; it is a secondary consequence, the result of the first. 
The incrustation takes place before the hardening of the skin. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Stanway :—I will swear that if there had been scabby sheep in 
a flock on the 8th September, and if the scabby sheep had been picked out, the rest of the 
flock, or a portion of them, would show the scab by the 8th October. I never did use a 
knife upon the scab; I have seen blood produced by one rubbing of the curry comb on the 
.scab. I have known individual sheep to be in a flock for twelve months. If there is no 
appearance of scab in an infected flock, if rain comes on it can be easily discovered in one 
week. When I first examined them, on the 20th of September,. I then examined them very 
carefully, and my examination on the 8th October was quite sufficient to enable me to 

declare they had not the. scab. 
(Signed.) RICHARD IIAR1IIS. 

'Sworn before us, at Cassius, this 10th day 
of. October, A. D. 1855. 

(ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J. P., 
(Signed) WILLIAM BUSBY, J. P. - 

Andrew Brown, of Bowenfels, being sworn, says :—I am a large sheep-owner, and a 
Magistrate of the Territory. I have had a great deal of experience in the scab. I have 
suffered myself from it. I have had it for years, at different periods. On the 25th Septem-
ber I examined a flock of sheep at Mr. Bowman's station called Moreton Bay Merothera—a 
breeding flock; they were then perfectly clean. I spent two hours and upwards in examining 
these sheep. I examined them quite sufficiently,  to satisfy myself there was no disease in 

the flock. If there had been two or three diseased sheep on the 7th September in this flock, 
more or less-of the whole flock would have shown the disease on the 25th. The first sign of 
scab is small pimples on the skin, which spread. I saw a sheep in this flock that had been 
bitten by a native dog. - A person who knows the scab cannot be mistaken. 

(Signed) ANDREW BROWN. 

.Sworn before us, at Cassius, this 10th day 
of October, A.D. 1855. 

(ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J. P., 
(Signed) WIlLIAM BUSBY, J. P. 

Samuel Ayres, being duly sworn, says :—I am Iiispector of Scab for the District of 
Mudgee. I have had charge of sheep for the period of fourteen years; during that time I 
had eight thousand scabby sheep and the superixtendence of curing them. I examined a 
flock of sheep belonging to Mr. Bowman, Moreton Bay Station, Merothera, on Sunday, 
October 7th, and on Monday, the 8th; I found them perfectly clean and no symptoms of 
scab whatever upon them. If two sheep belonging to a flock are diseased and then removed, 
I am positive that a portion of the flock would show symptoms of the scfb within a month. 

Moreton Bay is five miles distant from Merothera. - Cross- 
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Cros-examined by Mr. Stanway :—If two diseased sheep, not belonging to this flock, W. Bowman, 
were picked up by chance, and removed in two or three days, I will not swear the disease Esc1., M.P. 

would show itself in the flock in the course of a month, though the probability is that it s-
would. I have seen scab show itself in the skin being very hard. I might obtain blood if 27 Nov., 157. 

I cut this skin at about the depth of the eighth of an inch. 
By the Bench :—A hard substance would have to be cut through before the blood 

would come. The sheep must be infected three or four months before this hard callous 
substance is produced. 

(Signed) SAMUEL AYRES. 
Sworn before us, at Cassilis, this 10th day 

of October, A.D. 1855. 

I

ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. 
(Signed) 

WILLIAM BUSBY, J.P. 

Michael Rushby, being duly sworn, says :—I am a settler residing at Cloudy Bay, 
Mudgee District. I have had colonial experience with sheep, and am acquainted with scab. 
I knew the disease at home. I examined, on the 8th October, a flock of sheep belonging t 
Mr. Bowman, at Moreton Bay Station, Merothera. I examined them very closely, and 
found them perfectly clean, and no indication of scab among them. Their skins were quite 
sound, with the exception of two or three that were bitten by native dogs. Had there beca-
scabby sheep on the 8th of September, a portion of the flock must have been diseased on 
8th October had those sheep remained in for that length of time. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Stanway :—I am not certain that Mr. Bowman had any 
seabby sheep when I went to him. I have not had charge of seabby sheep, but have seen 
plenty in all the stages of scab. 

By Mr. Bowman:-1 have left Mr. Bowman's service since 1845. 
By the Bench :—I think the infection would have been apparent within a month. 

(Signed) MICHAEL RUSHI3-Y. 

Sworn before us, at Cassilis, this 10th day 
of October, A.D. 1855. 

(ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. 
(Signed) 

WILLIAM Busny, J.P. 

William Bowman, on oath, says :—I have not since I received the notice caused any 
sheep to be removed from the flock, or previously to receiving the notice. I only caused on 
sheep to be killed for rations, which was on the 28th September, and I am sure that' no 
sheep have been removed. The rams were taken out of the flock in April last. I do not 
believe any other sheep have been mixed with this flock. On the bth of September Kr. 
Stanway told me the sheep at Moreton Bay were perfectly clean, upon my asking him. 
I went immediately and made a careful examination, and I have seen the sheep at least once 
a-week since, and have found them clean. 

By Mr. Stanway:—The sheep have not been within a mile of Merothera, to my 
knowledge. The rams were alive on the 2nd of September. lI'liey were not folded or feeding 
on the same run where scabby sheep had been killed. I am not quite sure. I was at Mero-
thera on the 2nd of September. They had been about a week at the Bungebbar station in 
the month of May. I do not know whether there was a flock of sheep running there at that. 
time. I never intended two flocks to be kept there. No sheep have been added to th,e flock 
since they were at Bungebbar, in the month of May, to my knowledge. 

(Signed) WILLIAM BOWMAN. 

Sworn before us, at Cassilis, this 10th day 
of May, A. D. 1855, 

(ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J. P. 
(Signed) j WILLIAM BUSBY, J. P. 

Thomas Bottrell, being duly sworn, says :—I was at Merothera on the Sunday previouM 
to my seeing Mr. Stanway. It was on the 2nd of September. I saw sheep when I wa 
returning from Merothera. The sheep were going to Merothera on the road. The Chinaman 
told me they came from Moreton Bay. They consisted, I think, of ewes and some lambs, 
mixed. A flock of sheep had been burnt down about half a mile from where I saw these 
sheep. The rams were living when I saw this flock. I do not know where the rams were. 
I saw the rams about a week previous, at the spot where the sheep were burnt down. I did 
not assist to make a yard. 

By Mr. Bowman:—The wethers were burnt in the latter part of June, or beginning 
ofJu1y. When I saw the flock of rams I did not see any wethcrs among them, but there, 
might have been wethers without my knowledge. - 

(Signed) THOMAS BOTTRELL. 

Sworn before us, at Cassilis, this 10th day 
of October, A. D. 1855, 

(Si ned) 5 ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. g WILLIAM Busny, J.P. 

Alexander Fraser, being duly sworn, says :—I remember Mr. 9tanway coming to the 
Spring Station on the 14th July. He examined the rams. The rams were removed from the 
station on the 17th by me; 1 removed them to a station called Cockabatta. Mr. Bowman. 
asked me what was Mr. Stanway's opinion of the rams; I told him Mr. Stanway said they 

187—K were-  
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W. BowiñCii, were diseased. I am not aware how long the rains had been out of the ewe flocks. The rams 
Esq., M.-P. were in my charge from the 20th May to the 17th July. I cannot tell when the ewes 

eommthiccd lambing. There were no wethcrs among the rams when I had charge of them. 
27 Nov. 18.57. By Mr. Bowman :—Mr. Stanway did not promise to obtain me a situation if I went 

in evidence against Mr. Bowman. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER FRASER. 

Sworn before us, this 10th day of October, 
A.D. 1855, at Cassius, aforesaid. 

I

(ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. 
igne ALEXANDER BUSBY, J.P. 

Ch.arles Thacker, being duly sworn, says :—I looked at some sheep of Mr. Bowman's 

yZ

at a station called Bungebbar. I am overseer for Mr. Rouse I saw two flocks of mixed 
sheep at Bungebbar about the 6th or 7th of June last. I went to the station because I beard 
ihere were seabby sheep there. One flock, at this time had broken out with scab; the other 
flock had not visibiy broken out, but they were at the same station, a few boughs dividing 
them frOm the diseased fluck. To the best of my opinion, they are the seine flock I saw 
erday atMoreton Bay, but I cannot positively swear to it. I examined the sheep at 
etOn Bay yesterdty; they had no visible, symptoms of scab, but I believe they are 

seasoning. 
•'. (Signed) CHARLES THACKER. 

Sworn before us, at Cassilis, this 10th day 
of October, A.D. 1855. 

'S• d 
JROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. 

' -' Wiirau' BUSBY, J.P. - 

-. Certificate granted to W. Bowman, Esq., that the above-mentioned sheep were not 
diseased at that date mentioned. . - 

f 
(ROWLAND J. TRAILL, ,J.P. 

- igiiu ) WILLIAM Busny, J.P. 

PolIce Office, Cass ills, 
10 October, 1855. 

William Bowman, Esq., appeared upon a summons to answer a charge of depasturing 

- flock of rams on the same run where scabby sheep had been destroyed. 
Case withdrawn by 'Cotisent 

(ROWLAND J. TRAILL, J.P. 
(igned) ( \\ ILLIAM  BUSBY, J P. 

WED NSA Y, 10 DECEMBER, 1857. 

lJveøcnt :— 
MR. FLOOD, MR. MACLEAY, 

MR. HARGB AYE, MR. SUTTOR, 

MR. LEE, MR. ROBERTSON. 

GEORGE MACLEAY, ESQUIRE, IN THE CIIAIB. 

J. Butahart, James Butehart, Esq., called in and examined - 

Es. I. Bj the Ukairman: You are a Commission Agent on a very large scale in Melbourne? Yes. 
You sell very large quantities of sheep annually? Yes,. I liae, large quantities for the 

10 Dec., t87. last four years and a-half. 
Do large quantities of sheep from New South Wales come into your hands for sale? Yes. 

4 Theo sheep are invariably free from the disease called scab, I believe? Always when 
they leave New South Wales, but they sometimes catch it coming over the plains within the 
Colony of . Victoria; when they reach us they have always to be dipped. 
it isaparent, I suppose, that it is not caught in New South Wales, from the recent 

symptoms of the disease ? Yes; there are no seabby sheep from New South Wales. 
Do you believe that the knowledge of that fact on the part of the purchaser enchanees 

the value of sheep considerably? Yes. 
And in the aggregate must make a very great difference in the receipts of sheep farmers 

in the course of years? In the course of years no doubt it amounts to a very large sum. 

In fact ive would not purchase sheep at all if they were not clean, because they could not 

he driven. 
It is not in your power, I suppose, to form any idea of the amount received by New South 

Wales for sheep sold at Melbourne? Three-fourths of the sheep sold at Melbourne are either 
those which fatten on the banks of the Murrumbidgee and other parts of New South Wales, 
and are brought direct from thence, or those which come indirectly and fatten on the plains 

of Victoria. 
.9. The sheep in the Colony of Victoria—those I mean that are bred and exclusively belong 
.to the Colony of Yictoria—are unfortunately for the most part diseased? Yes, a great portion 

of themarc diseased; but we are cleaning them very fast now. - 
10. That fact has tended to diminish the profits of sheep farmers? Immensely; the Colony 

has this year lost inimenlely by it. - •' . - . . 
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Have you ever heard any opinion expressed among the sheep farmers of Victoria upon J. Butehait, 
the policy of our Act? No, not particularly upon your Act; we have an Act of our own; Lsq. - 

but it is quite inoperative, seeing that the whole Colony has the scab. 
It does not cOntain clauses so stringent as ours? The clauses were very stringent, but 10 Dee.,.1857.  

they could not be carried out-if they had been they would have ruined a great proportion 
of the farmers of the Colony, from the disease having spread so extensively. I was in the 
Colony when the disease broke out in a large district of Victoria, and it spread with the 
rapidity of wild-fire. The destruction of one single flock at that time would have saved 
£100,000 to the Colony in wool alone this year. 
You are acquainted with the general provisions of the Act in force in New South 

Wales? Yes. 
Had such an Act been in existence in Victoria the disease might have been nipped in 

the bud, and that enormous loss have been avoided ? Yes; if one single.floek had then been 
destroyed it would have been avoided. 

Where did that disease come from? It came from Van Dienien's Land; a few imported 
rains brought it up to ibsori's station, and from that it spread like wild-fire. . 
You never heard of scab breaking out in isolated places - No, never. 
You have been a sheep farmer, I believe? Yes; I have been siteeii years among sheep, - - 

and I am now a sheep farmer in New South Wales. 
You do not believe, from your knowledge of sheep farming, that thz disease would arise - 

spontaneously? I have never seen an instance. I have seen sheep very badly treated, but I 
never saw scab break out without actual contact, or crossing a scabby run. 
If disease existed in the Colony of New South Wales to any extent, the market of 

Victoria would be closed? It would be closed completely. 
Can you form any idea of the amount derived by this Colony fri in the sale of sheep 

alone-in round numbers? I myself sell 200,000 from New South Waks in the year, at 
prices varying from 12s. to 24s., or, to take a iow average, say at 15s. each; and I think the 
other agents altogether not less than 400,000-that is during the last two years. 
By Air. Snttor: That is in Nelbourne? And in the country around; they do not sell 

them alone in Melbourne, but at the different stations. 
That market would be entirely closed if the sheep were diseased? If they were diseased 

we could not sell one in Victoria-. 
By the Uliair-man. : What has been the decrease of sheep in Victoria in the last three 

years? That I could not say; but the returns appear, to all of us who are acquainted with 
the subject practically, to be quite erroneous; they make the decrease something like a 
million, but we consider it to be two millions. 
Is that decrease attributable to this disease ? Almost entirely ; in fact a great many 

settlers had to get rid of their sheep and to put cattle on the runs. 
You say that the owners of scabby sheep are rapidly getting rid of the disease? Yes. 
By what process? Dipping them in tobacco water and sulphur; but we do not consider 

the disease eradicated; they could not travel from the Murrumbidgee, but they can go the 
short distance they have to travel with us, without shewing the disease. 
Then this system of dipping merely keeps the disease in abeyance? It would cure the 

disease altogether, but the sheep that have been dipped come in -contact with others that are 
still diseased, and that brings it out again. 

It is practically inoperative, in consequence of their coming in contact with sheep that 
have not been treated in the same way? It would be inoperative if they had to travel a 
long distance, but it is practically effectual with us. 
Do you believe that these sheep, if they were left for twelve months without further 

dressing, would be cured? Yes, if they were properly done.. I have seen instances. - 
How was it that sheep owners had not recourse to the same practice wi..a the disease 

was spreading so rapidly? Labor was scarce at the time, and the dipping system was not so 
well understood. 
Sheep were not so abundant at that time, and could have been removed, I presume? No, 

they could not have been removed.  
What is the expense of this treatment? Two-pence a sheep every time; one dipping is 

not often effectual. 
What is the cost- of effecting a cure? About sixpenee a sheep; but there is great risk; 

some are clean at once, and some are not clean for years and years. 
31. Would you think it wiser in us, if the disease were to break out here again, to have 
recourse to that system, or to follow out the provisions of our Act? I should say most 
decidedly destroy them ; if you once get the disease here you will never eradicate it. 
Do you, from your sixteen years experience as a sheep farmer, think it wiser to have 

recourse to such an Act as that at present in existence than to attempt to cure diseased sheep ? 
Desidedly, to cheek the disease in the bud. 

By Mr. Robertson: Are you of opinion that if we were to make our Scab Act less 
stringent, by repealing the clauses empowering the destruction of sheep, that would injure the 
market value of our sheep in Victoria ? Not if the sheep did not catch the disease. 
You do not think the mere fact of our having this stringent Act gives our sheep a better 

character in Victoria ? It does near us; for, from the distance sheep would have to travel 
from Liverpool Plains or New England to us, it would be impossible for them to come such 
a distance if they were diseased without its being not-iced, and they cannot travel in Victoria. 
The Act is more stringent there than here, for if they are found to be diseased a Magistrate 
gives an order and they are at once destroyed. It is a cruel Act, for at one time many 
were burned alive. 
Then you are of opinion that the mere fact of the existence of an Act of this kind gives 

people confidence in the purchase of our sheep, and thence increases their value ? Yes; if 
asked whether the sheep are scabby the answer is that no scabby sheep are allowed to live in 
New South Wales. 39. 
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J. Butchart, 39. You have spoken of the disease sprealing like wildfire in Victoria—is it not the fact that 
Esq. the runs are more thickly stocked there than here ? Yes; one acre there is equal to three or 

-- four in New South Wales 
10 Dec., 1857. 40. The runs are closer together on that account? Yes. On the other hand, as far as the 

Victoria market is concerned, there is one important think to be kept in sight,—all the 
sheep have to follow the same route along the banks of the Murrumbidgee, the Edward, 
and the Lachian, where sheep are feeding. 
By JJr. Lee: You do believe that scabby sheep can be cured? Yes. 
Did you ever know or hear of an Act similar to this in any other part of the world? 

We have one very much like it in Victoria; we destroy the sheep, but the proprietors do not 
get anything for them. 
That is to say, you make the owner destroy his sheep, and give him nothing for them if 

he do not cure them? They are not destroyed when they are on the owner's run; but if 
they are found travelling they can be seized, and, upon an order of a Magistrate, can be 
burned there and then. On his own run he is at liberty to cure them. It was talked of 
that the owner should be compelled to cure them within a certain time, but the sheep were 

generally in such a state of disease that it was found to be impracticable. 
By ./Jfr. Robertson: Is the disease you have in Victoria precisely the same as the scab 

we have here? The very same. 
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A. 

.STATBMENTmade by Edward Cox, Esq., J.P., in acswer to a c(,nzmun2catwn addrcssed 
to him by the Committee, requesting him to furnish them with any information in 1-8 
j.,ower with reference to the Petition of John Giblett. 

Penrith, 16 November, 1851, 
Sir, 

I have the honor, as requested, to enclose memo. that would be the substnce 
of my evidence before the Committee in case of John Giblett's Petition. 

lam, 
Your obedient Servant, 

The Clerk of the EDWD. COX. 
Legislative Assembly. 

The evidence of Messrs. George Cox and Edward Cox was taken on 30 July; case 
remanded; on 6 August Mr. Giblett's statement is made; no other witnesses called, and the 
decision as under :- 

" We decide that the notices produced by Mr. Giblett as served upon Mr. Edward 
" Cox and Mr. Hibberson are not as required by the Act, as they do not state the hour the-
sheep 

he
sheep are to be destroyed. The application is therefore dismissed. 

"ROB. C. LETHI3RIDGE. 
"G-EO. THOS. CLARKE. 
"JOHN SINGLE." 

1, Timothy Gearns, on 22 May, 1855, went by order of a Magistrate to count the 
" sli6ep1'vlr. John Giblett had given notice that he was about to destroy, according to Act 18 
Vie., 26; and I then saw some of the sheep alive and very scabby, and at the time a man 
was slaughtering, skinning, and saving the fat of part of the same flock, and from a dozen 
to twenty skins hanging on the fence; this was in the presence of Mr. Giblett. On the 
"week following I went, by order of the Bench, and saw where a great many sheep hsd been 
"burned. Committedt.o writing this 16th November, 1857. 

"TIMOTHY GEARNS." 
By roe, 
"EDwD. Cox, J.P." 

COPY OF A RECORD IN CASE OF JOhN GII3LETL 
"Memorandum. 

11 I have been informed that Mr. Giblett, after he stated in the Court that 
his sheep had been found to be scabby, on examination of Messrs. George Cox and Edward 
Cox, Justices of the Peace, and that he would at once destroy them, according to the Act 
18 Vie., 26,—that instead of so doing, the sheep, or a portion of them, had been skialTed 
previously to being destroyed. 

"EDWD. COX, J.P?' 

The Bench, Penrith, 
15 June, 1855. 

Witneseto above, 
"TIMY. GEARNS, 

" District Constable." 

"MEMO. 
11  Application having been made to appoint a day for inquiring into the destruction of 

1272 scabby sheep destroyed by Mr. John Giblett, of Giblett's Farm, South Creek, in 
" order that he may receive the certificate of compensation, in accordance with the Scab Act 
18 Vie, No. 26,—the Justices, R. C. Lethbridge, and George Thomas Clarke, sitting jjjr 

Petty Sessions, appoint Monday next, 23 July, for taking evidence. Messrs. George and 
"Edward Cox and James Marshall are subpenaed on his behalf. 

R. J3" 

" Police Office, Penrith, 
20 July, 1855." "Entered on day sheet." 

187-1 B 
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The Honorable Chairman of Committee on the Scab and Catarrh. 

Sir, 
20 November, 1857. 

Referring to my Petition, now before you, I would respectfully call attention to 
the fact, that FVi1ia,m Stanaway, in his evidence against Wood, at Cassius, on the 2901 June, 
swore that he examined my sheep on the 11th June. Wood was fined £50, and Stanaway 
received one-half (25), and was afterwards appointed Inspector. 

lie, Stanaway, visited Merothery on the 11th June with Mr. Dickinson, and brought a 
quantity of spirits; becthne drunk and iotour, and was orderedofi by WoOd. They quarrelled, 
and he afterwards obtained a warrant to examine my sheep, which he did on the 27th, and 
they were all destroyed by the 11th July. I have no hesitation in stating that Stanaway 
did not swear the truth. 

He afterwards condemned a flock of about nine hundred, which he swore he bad care-
fully examined several times. I proved, by the evidence of three Magistrates and two other 
parties, that those sheep were perfectly clean. The Bench granted a certificate; and I have 
them still on the same run. 

I atn, Sir, very respectfully, 
GEO. BOWMAN. 

 
Jf1 Meston's Statement on New Scab and Catarrh Act. 

Repeal all the three Acts, each of which is now partially in force, and sadly perplexing 
to Country Benches to find what is law and what not law, by their complexity. 

Embody the last Scab Act in a new form, but include Catarrh, the worst disease of 
the two, under the same category, with the following enaendatious, viz 

Define the malady of Scab, and the disease known by the name of Catarrh, whether 
in its mild or malignant types, for the correct guidance of Magistrates and the community 
generally, as not one in a hundred, certainly, are capable of discriminating Scab from other 
cutaneoas eruptions, and far fewer are competent to positively detect Catarrh. 

Exclude the word influenza, as cOmmon colds are neither contagious nor infectious, 
serving only to perplex and confound by insertion. 

The indiscriminate system of destruction may admit of modification. In allcascs the 
kins may with safety be saved, except, perhaps, in the Catarrh. 

It is well ascertained that the itch mite will not survive more than 36 hourà on a 
dried skin, and by phcking in canvas bags, alipossibility of droppingcva will be effectually 
prevented. 

But in the malignant Catarrh every method of quick despatch is imperative. In the 
initior type, time may be safely allowed to take the skins, and to convert the careases into 
tailow. The important question arises, whether it will be considered compatible with public 
safety thus to give discretionary power to District Inspectors. 

No Inspector to be appointed who cannot pass examination, and prove his competency 
for the very responsible duties he may be called on to perform. 

I rather fear that the usual way of nominating Inspectors smacks too much of 
farce, considering that on the decisions of these men may depend the welfare or ruin not only 
of one flock-owner, but involving the bane or prosperity of a whole district, to no small 
extent at any rate. 

To avoid unnecessary waste, it is proposed to put a nest of malleable iron pots under 
the charge of every Inspector, who shall reside as centrally as possible in his own district, 
which pots can be conveyed at short notice to the places where diseased flocks are folded, and 
as near as possible to that fold the sheep are to be melted into tallow; the proceeds, after 
deducting necessary expenses, belonging, of course, to the owner or owners of said flock or 
flocks. 

As the theory of Scab and premonitory symptoms of Catarrh are vey ill understood, 
a plain but well written paper on those subjects, under the approval of the Committee, would 
prove of great value to flock-owners and their servants, by elucidating and simplifying the 
whole; for all kinds of vague and undefinable ideas are entertained regarding their causes, 
treatment, and operation. 

I cannot comprehend from what conclusions the space of six months vacancy to any 
infected run has been adopted as a period of purgation; under certain ascertained atmospheric 
conditions, a run may be clean in six weeks, and inversely, not safe in twelve months. 

I regret that notes of some importance on these subjects are far distant at my own 
home. I had submitted a draft of a new Bill to sonic of the most practical flock-owners of 
the north, who, with one modification, fully approved of every clause. Should this or any 
other required information be deemed of any service to the Committee, I will be most willing 
to forward replies or communications as early as possible through the Tenterfield post office. 

Thus far it is my duty to state, that three-fourths of the nothern flock-owners are in 
favor of continuing the latest Act, with the specific condition that Catarrh is included in as 
full an extent as the Scab itself. 

us 
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D. (1.) 

LETTER transnit1ing Uertficote in care of Petition of Mr. A U. Bartlett. 

174, (late 59) l'itt-street, 
Sir, Sydney, 10 Decembe,', 1857. 

We have to request that you will lay,  before the Committee, now sit.ting, to 
consider the Scab and Catarrh Acts, as required by the Chairman thereof, the accompanying 
certificate from the Clerk of Petty Sessions at Wee Waa, in support of Mr. Bartlett's 
evidence, as to his attendance there on a day appointed for the holding of the Court, and 
there not being two Magistrates present, as required by the present Scab Act. 

- We remain, &-c., To the'Clerk 
, of Select Committees, 

Pe• 
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
JOHN WT STREET. Legislative Assembly. 

CER-7'IFICA TB in case of Mr. A. C. Bartlett. 
New South Wales, Wee Waa, 

Police fficc, Wee Waa, To Wit. j 4 May, 1857. 
Mr. Arthur Charles Bartlett has this day made application for compensation for 

1927 sheep destroyed under the Scab Act, passed in 1854. No Magistrates present. 
R. H. FITZSIMMONS, C. P. S. 

I certify that the above is a true copy from the Record Book of the l'oliee Office at Wee Waa; 

Wee Waa, A. C. C. ROSE, P.M. 
2 December, 1857. 

E. 
Analysis of an Act for Preventing and getting rid of Scab and Catarrh in Sheep. 

I. Repeals all former Acts. - 
Defines Ovine Scab. 
Explains what is meant by Ovine Catarrh. 

Enforces notices to be given, on respectable evidence of any such diseases prevailing, to 
be given to Clerk of Bench and by the owners of such diseased sheep, posted bill to be 
put up in three days after discovery. Penalty £100. 

All contaminated sheep shall be speedily removed half a mile from any public way or 
boundary thereby and there abide. And all old yards, dung, hurdles, grass, shall be 
instanter burnt, if possible-under a penalty of £50. 

6. Informations of suspected sheep must be sworn before District Bench. . 
Justices may order inspection by District Inspector, the owner being at -liberty to choose 
another person on his part. 

Malicious inforojations and false reports punished by fine and imprisonment. 
Diseased sheep to be immediately melted down or burnt on the camping ground or place 
whereto removed, within fourteen days. 

Any one driving diseased sheep withoutgiving intimation that they were or bad become 
diseased, liable in a penalty of £100, or three months. 
Stray sheep suspected may be without warrant destroyed. 
Skins may be saved if dried in six days and closely packed up in canvas bales. 

- Diseased sheep unsaleable in any way or sense. 

Penalty of concealment or obstruction of inspection by owners or others-C100. 
Travelling sheep open to regular Inspector, and to have certificates of soundness from 
District Bench or sworn certificate of Inspector and another. 

Any person found turning loose or in any way exposing the carcases of diseased sheep, 
except during the operation preparatory to boiling and burning, shall befined 

£150. 
17. Imported sheep (all) must undergo six weeks quarantine, at expense of owners, under the 

eye of a qualified Government Port Inspector, and not to be removed without said 
- Inspector's certificate. 

District Inspectors to be appointed by the respective flock-owners, who must appoint 
competent persons to test their qualifications. 

19. 
Each Inspector to reside in central situation, and to have under his charge a nest of 
plate iron pots, with cart and horses to remove them when required for melting down 
diseased flocks, at the shortest notice. - 

Owners of diseased sheep bound to give all available assistance to boil down as speedily 
as possible. Penalty £80. 
Proceeds after deducting expenses to be handed to the owners. - 

[Farther proceedings stopped by Prorogation.] 
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iS 58. 

tiatte øøtmbip. 

NEW SOTJTII WALES. 

JOIIN GIBLETT. 
(PETITION RELATIVE TO DESTRUCTION OF DISEASED SHEEP.) 

Ordered by the Legislatlue Assembly to be Printed., 23 July, 1858. 

To the Honorable the House of Parliament, assembled. 

The Humble Petition of John Oiblett,— 

SHEWETH 

That your Petitioner was possessed of 1,242 sheep, which he depastured on 
his farm at the South Creek, in the Penrith District. 

That in May 1855, the said sheep became infected with Scab,—that your Petitioner 
complied with the form of the Scab Act in all particulars, with the exception that in his 
notices to the neighbours be omitted to state she precise hour of the day at which be 
intended to commence the destruction of such sheep,—that in consequence of such omission 
the Penrith Magistrates refused to give the usual certificate. 

Your Petitioner therefore prays your Honorable House s ill afford him such relief 
as it may see fit. 

Your Petitioner would have attended former meetings of Committees, but that all 
letters or notices have arrived too late to meet those Committees. 

Your Petitioner therefore prays that be may be allowed to be heard at such meetings 
as your Honorable House may appoint. 

JOHN GIBLETT. 
Dated cook's Vhle, county Georgiana, 

July 5th, 1858. 

401— 
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1558. 

[UjiølatUe OloortitiNgp. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

SCAB IN SHEEP PREVENTION ACT. 
(PETITION FROM CERTAIN COLONISTS.) 

O,dered by the Legislative Assembly to be Piintecl, 17 August, 1853. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Colonists, interested in Pastoral 
pursuits,— 

SHE WETH 

That your Petitioners have viewed with great satisfaetion the good effect of 
the " Scab Act" (passed by the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales) for the pie-
verition of Scab and Catarrh, and which Act has recently expired. 

That your Memorialists feel convinced that the re-enactment of the said Act is 
indispensable, not only to prevent the passage of sheep infected with Scab and Catarrh from 
one portion of the Colony to the other, but also from Victoria into New South Wales. 

Your Memorialists therefore pray that the said Act may be re-enacted without delay, 
or that your Honorable house will pass a new measure for preventing the spreading of Scab 
and Catarrh. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, &c. 

[Here follow 35 Signatures] 
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cilat(tc cmbl. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

DRIYIN& CATTLE T[IROEJGH MAITLAND. 
(PETIrION RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 1 October, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of East and West Maitland,— 

SHE WETH :- 
That by an Act made and passed by the Governor and Legislative Council of 

New South Wales, 15th Victoria, No. 9, intitulcd, " An Act to prevent Catle being driven 

11  through the Towns of East and TVst Ttlaitland, except at certain hours"—it was thereby 

enacted, inter alia, " That no cattle shall be driven into or through any part of the Towns 

of East or West Maitland, except between the hours of six of the clock in the afternoon 

" and eight of the clock in the morning." 

Your Petitioners beg leave respectfully to bring under the notice of this Honorable 

Assembly, that the hours mentioned in the said Act have been found too limited for the 

driving of cattle intended for sale or shipment through the said Towns of East and West 

Maitland, without first entailing considerable additional expense, both on the vendors and 

purchasers of such cattle, and secondly danger to the public in general. 

Your Petitioners respectfully beg leave further to observe, that as regards the public, 

persons will be exposed to less dangers which may be likely to occur by the driving of cattle 

through the aforesaid towns if the hours now limited for such driving were altered from 

the hours of six of the clock in the afternoon and eight of the clock in the morning, to the 

hours of four of the clock in the afternoon to the hour of eight of the clock in the 

morning. 

Your Petitioners also beg leave to represent that the cattle for sale or exportation as 

aforesaid have, especially at this season of the year, to be driven through the said towns 

after dark in the evening, thereby much increasing the chances of any casualty occurring 

to the inhabitants and others of the Townships of East Maitland and West Maitland. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Honorable Assembly will be 

pleased to take their Petition into your favorable consideration, and to grant your 

Petitioners such relief in the premises as your Honorable Assembly may deem meet. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

LHere follow 58 Signatures.] 
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1858. 

Leilatile emblij. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

IMPOUNDING BILL. 
(PETITION FROM ISAAC SHEPHERD.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Piinted, 13 July, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly. 

The respectful Petition of Isaac Shepherd,— 

SIIEWETII :— 

That your Petitioner is a freeholder of lands, and also a licensed occupier 

of Crown Lands in the Pastoral District of the Lower Darling. 

That your Petitioner having observed the 34th clause in the Impounding Bill now 

under discussion in your Honorable House, respectfully begs leave to state,— 

That your Petitioner's licensed runs are bounded on the Lachlan River, and extending 

from that river back, and that, generally, your Petitioner's cattle on those runs are com-

pelled to come to that river for water. 

That, from your Petitioner's personal knowledge, the line of road generally travelled 

over by persons travelling with stock, runs nearly parallel with the rivers, and that they 

frequently allow their stock to trace the river round, to the great detriment and injury of 

your Petitioner, and many others. 

That your Petitioner fears that unless a stringent clause be inserted as a substitute 

for clause No. 34, in the Impounding Bill, limiting drovers travelling with stock to a 

reasonable distance,—not more than one-eighth of a mile on each side of the road,—

Petitioners runs, with many others, will be considerably deteriorated in value, ad that 

your Petitioner will sustain great loss and damage. 

And your Petitioner further begs leave to express, that he considers it would be an 

act of injustice towards the owners or occupiers of land, to sanction the appropriation of 

lands to the use of others that they are paying for, without first affording compensation for 

any loss that may be sustained. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays, that your Honorable House will not pass 

the Impounding Bill, especially clause 31, as proposed, nor sanction any clause in violation 

of private rights, unless first fully affording compensation for such violation. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray, &c. 

ISAAC SHEPHERD. 

Kissing Puit, 21 June, 1858. 
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.egtLatte 200embIr. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

iMPOUNDING BILL. 
(PETITION FROM IPSWICH AND ITS VICINITY.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 25 August, 1858. - 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The humble Petition of your Petitioners, residents of Ipswich and its vicinity,— 

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETR 

That by the last Census the Police District of Ipswich contained 4,558 

inhabitants, residing chiefly in the Town of Ipswich and its immediate vicinity, since which 
period it has been steadily and rapidly increasing. 

That in these districts, to supply this growing population with dairy produce, a large 
number of cattle are necessarily required. 

That a large extent of the surrounding suburban and country lands have been 
alienated from the Crown, and much of it at rates exceedingly in advance of the upset price. 

That the freeholders and occupiers of these farms belong chiefly to the laboring 

classes. 
That, owing to their limited capital, they can only very partially cultivate the lands 

they hold or rent; and, consequently, that to obtain a livelihood they have to employ their 
teams as carriers, a part of the year, or, in other cases, conjointly with agriculture, to turn 
their attention to dairy pursuits. 

That there are in this neighbourhood three boiling or steaming establishments, at 
which large quantities of stock from the interior are boiled down. 

That for the carriage of goods to and from the interior a very great number of 

working bullocks are required. 
That from these causes, as well as from the grazing of the milking herds, the 

pasturage in the neighbourhood of Ipswich is greatly fed down; that, owing to this scarcity 
of feed, the young stock and dry cattle necessarily stray on to the adjacent runs in search 

of more abundant food. 
That, with a trifling exception, no dairy produce is brought to market from any of 

these adjacent runs, which are simply occupied as breeding and fattening stations. 
That on some of these runs sites of towns have not only been fixed upon, but the 

plan of them actually laid down, and published. 
That from several of these runs stock are being continually impounded, and in one 

or more instances from portions of them surveyed for sale. 
That great injury is hereby done to the stock, in consequence of the overdriving, 

crowding in stock yards, and the insucieflcy of food or water they are subjected to before 
leaving the stations whence they are impounded. 

That 
* 468—  
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That, recently, eight head of horses out of a lot of less than forty died from these causes. 

That the Police Magistrate refused, not only to interfere in this case himself, but also to let 

the Chief Constable do so; and that afterwards, when a verdict was obtained under the 

Prevention of Cruelty Act, in each of the three informations filed by a private individual 

against the defendant in the above case, the Bench refused to grant professional costs, thereby 

plainly shewing their determination to discountenance as much as possible all similar 
prosecutions for the future. 

That it will be for the social advantage and commercial benefit of the population 

generally of all the country towns in these districts and their suburbs to abolish the present 

system of impounding, for its continuance will shortly deprive them of milk and butter, by 

compelling the small owners of stock to get rid of their cattle, as they will be unable much 

longer to sustain the heavy pressure which is now brought to bear upon them by the large 
squatters. 

That the small stockholders would gladly pay to Government a capitation tax for the 

right to graze their stock on Crown Lands, or purchase at Government sales leases of sections, 

but that under the existing land regulations no provision is made for the former, and that 

the latter are at present unattainable, from their being so rarely offered for sale, and in such 
limited quantities. 

That a memorial, very numerously signed by the inhabitants of Ipswich and the 

neighbourhood, chiefly freeholders, in which the evils resulting from the present regulations 

relating to the leasing of Crown Lands in the Settled Districts were shewn, and praying for 

a revision of them, was presented to the Governor in Council, in November, 1856, and that 

an Address was subsequently carried, praying His Excellency to lay a copy of the said 

memorial on the Table of your Honorable House, and that no relief in reference to those 
regulations has yet been granted. 

Having heard that an Impounding Bill is at present before Parliament, your 

Petitioners therefore humbly pray that until the Land Regulations have been revised, your 

Honorable House will be pleased to insert a clause to abolish the right to impound from 

Crown Lands in the Settled Districts, or at any rate so to modify it that its present unlimited 

exercise, and the excessive expenses for driving and trespass shall be greatly curtailed, and 

that the lessees of Crown Lands shall be altogether prohibited from confining in their yards, 

without the consent of the owners, any description of stock before they are impounded. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 493 Signatures.] 
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1858. 

Lcie1atte 1øinbI. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

POUNDS AND POUNDKEEPEIIS, MORETON BAY. 
(RETURNS RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Leg'islative Assembly to be Printed, 15 July, 1858. 

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assethbly 
of New South Wales, dated 7 May, 1858, That there be laid upon 
the Table of this House a Return giving the following inforinatiou 
in regard to Pounds and Poundkeepers, in or near Ipswich, Warwick, 
and Drayton, in the District of Moreton Bay,— 

" 1. The particulars of all Cattle, Sheep, Goats, and Svine, 
.' Impounded between the 1st. of March, 1857, and the 1st of 

44 March, 1858; also whether any Deaths oëc.urred in either 
" of these Pounds between those dates, and if so, the cause of 
" such Deaths, and whether anyrecompenso was made to the 

owners. 

" 2. Whether such Cattle, Sheep, Goats, or Swine, were 
Impounded for Trespassing on Private Property, or on any 
Waste Lands belonging to the Crown, occupied under any 
Lease, License, or other proper authority, with the name of 
the Proprietor of such Private Property, or occupier of such 

"Waste Lands, and the amount of Money paid to each, distin- 
"guishing between the sum charged• for Damage and that 

charged for Driving, also the distance from the Poundwhere 
" the Trespass was made." 

378— 



RrlTURN of all CATTh; SEp, G0A, nd SWINE, impounded in the PuMic Pound at WARWICK, from 1st Marb, 1857, to 1st Marbh, 1858. 

HORSES. CATTLE.! St-iaP. GOATS. SWINE. 

S. ci: £ S. ci.: 
13,076 .... .. .. Genelg ........... T. G. Rositer 0 2,  0 0 Of 130 Miles 

1 .... .... .... Glengallan ....... 5 0 0 9 

53 .... .... St. Geo. Gore 5 0 0 0 3 50 

.... .... .... i Hood & Douglas 24 

I ....  .... .... 

Bodumba ......... 

5 0 0 3 

22 ....  .... .... 

Taigni ........... 

Rosenthal......... 

Do. ............ 100 3 

23 ....  .... .... 

Do.............

Canning Downs G. & W. Davidson 15 0 2 

11 .... .... .... Goomburra ....... 15 0 13 

9 .... .... .... Canning Downs 

Marshall & Deuchar........... 

0. & W. Davidson 15 0 3 

1 .... .... .... . ; Goomburra ....... 

Hugh MKay ................ 

P. Leslie The damages charged is at per head. 
30 .... .... .... Rosenthal.......... Hugh M'Kay 

... 

10 0 
13 ......... 
3 

76 .... .... Canning Downs 

P. Leslie ............. 

G. & W. Davidson 6 0 3 
111 .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 6 17 

1 .... .... .... 
Killarney ..........
Canning Downs 

Do................ 

10 0 3 
7 .... .. . .... Do. .......... 

Do............... 

........ ............ 
44 .... .... .... ...: .. Rosenthal ........ 

Do.......................  ... 
Hugh M'Kay 10 0 3 

6 .... .... .... A. Wienliolt ........ .. 10 0 IS 
1 .... .... .... .. 

Maryvale ........ .. 
. 

Do. ............ 5 0 0 18 
37 .... .... 

Do...............

Boduniha ......... St. Gao. Gore 13 

.......... 
0 0 0 3 50 ......... J 

A. WIENHOLT, J. P., 
(For the Bench.) 

DEATHS. 
CHARGE FOR DISTANCE FROM 

REcon'ENsE FOR WHERE IMPOUNDED NAME OF PROPRIETOR DRIvING CIIAIIGR FOR PLACE OF TRESPASS REMARKS. DEATH. FROM. OR Occurlail OF LtND. EXPENSES. 
DAMAGS.S. 

TO POUND. 



D 

No. AND DESCRIrTION. 
propri rOccuer. thoriheld.mP0U 

14 Miles 
7 

1857. 

23 March S .. . 
13 

.. Do..  ..... .... 
.... ...• 

Crow1 Lands ............. 
Do ............. 

Do thur Hodgson............- 

License ....... 

7 
7  

3 April ......... 
May ................. 
16 June 1 .............. 

9  2.5 ........... 8 .. Do ............. 
Do ............. 9  1 entire .. Do 

William Turner .............
Arthur I{odgson............... 

9 
20 July ....... 
10 August i 

1.0 Do Do Do. ...... 9 
27 
17 

Do 
Do 

.J. W. MLean .................. 
Do.......... 
Do.......... 
Do.......... 

Do 
9 
9 

22 ,; 29 Do 
Do ............ 

Frederick N. Isaac.............. 
Do .................... 
Do................... 

William Butler Tooth 

Do.......... 
Do.......... 

Do.......... 

... 

... 

22 
25 
S .. 

11 
1 entire .... Do 

.....................
Do...................
Do....................

Do . ................ 

..........

Do......... 22 
22 

11 
9 

.... 

.... 
Do 
Do .............. 

..Do..................

F. N. Isaac .. ... ............. 
Do........... 

9  

.. .. 19 .. .. Arthur Hodgson ............ 

Do.......... 

7 

3 September.............. 
S ................. 

.... Do. .............. 

9 ................ 

s ........... 

18.58. 

..Do......... November........ 
30 ............ 

12 December ..........

January .... 
2 February 3 

.... J. D. M'Lean .............. 
F. N. Isaac 

Do......... 7 
9  

........ 
26 
21 

.. 

.. 

Do ............. 
............. Do 

Do 
.................. 

Do...................
Ralph Gore ................... 

Do.........
..Do......... 
Do.......... 

9 
44  

4 ............ 
13 ............ 
28 ............ 22 Do ............. 

JAMES HOUSTON, 
Poundkeeper. co 

FEXI'ENSES PAID TO 
ETOR OR OccupiER. 

Damages. Tutal. 
Death..1 i 

Cause Compensation of to Owners. Deaths. 

£ s. S. 

400  1 12 6 

bio 0 
020 4-20 
500 5 26 
010 0 012 6 
0 2 6 1 7 6 1 Cow .. Lnknown 

376 
200 
19 9 1 Cow .. Unknown 

1 2 9 317 9 
100 150 

1 . 
049 2i23 

o 09 ilO 
- 0 6 .6 3.11 6 
O 5 3 217 9 
0 56 11 5 6 

AMOU.L 

Paonru 

Priv big. 

£ S. d. 

400 
1 12 6 

0•iO 0 
400 
026 
026 
150 
376 
200 
3 12 6 
2 15 0 
050 

126 

6 

ilO 0 
3. 5 0 
212 6 
11 0 0 

1ETU11N shewing the number of CATTLE, SnEEr, GOATS, 
and SwnE impounded at D1AYTON 

between the 1st of March, 1857, and the 1st of March, 1858, with other particulars 

as required by COLONIAL TtvAsUttEIt'S Letter, 



POUNDKEEPER'S Return from Ipswich. 

Particulars Remun- 
Date. chargedfr clrgedr Distance 

Deaths 
Cattle 9ase eitii TrsPsson 

1pri Impounded. Irespass. Driving. Impounded. Name of Proprietor. 
crown . Name of Occupier. 

Owner. I 

1857. 
12 March .... 
27 April black 

0 2 o 7 6 3 miles Private property Mr. J. Sullivan, 0 5 0 1 9 
9 pigs 2 

.................................. 
Do Mr.M.Cormac,LittIeIp5wjcIi .............. 

6 
o 0 

........ 

6 Do 
11 May ........ 

29 head sheep 0 7 3 1 0 0 7 

2 ............. 
.  

2 9 6 
iT July 

{ 
Do 

1 2 5 6 22 15 0 .......... 7 3 

30 August I 

1 horse .............. 
pig ............ 

io head 

Isp wich.......................... 

Crown Lands .... Gilhrist&Co., Sydney 25 0 6 

15  Juno ........ 

10 September.. 184 head of cattle.. 

30 ...  

Streets of Ip.swich 

. . . . . . .  
....................... 

18 November.. 
2 

................ 

17 head of horses.. 
4 12 0 
0 8 6 

18 8 0 
8 10 0 

........................................... 

............ 

Mr. Al. Co mior, Ips wich .................. 

Crown Lands J. Laidley, Esq. 23 0 0 Deeinber.. 
2 •. .. 

155 head of cattle.. 
23 head of cattle 

3 17 6 
0 12 6 

is io 0 
1 0 25 

.............................. 

............ Do. .. . 
Do. 

George Thorn, Esq 8 8 6 .. 
43 head 

.............................................. 

.... J. Laidley, Req 19 7 6 
2 f of horses 

I 2 Entires 
1 1 6 

10 15 0 17 
Do. .. .. J. Laidley, Esq 1 16 6 

[8 . .. 
10 0 0 
0 3 6 

; 
2 2 0 

" 
32 

................................................................... 

I Crown Land I 
under lease. Mr. Wilson 11 16 6 

1858. 

....... 

18 ............. 
........................ 

Do. do. Mr. Sterling. 
10 0 0 
2 5 6 

281 head cattle .. 7 0 6 42 a 0 18 [4 January.. 
6 do died 

35headofeattle ................................................................................................ 

...............  

Do. do. Geo. Thorn, Esq. .. 49 3 6 

7 head horses ...... 

llOdo.dn ..... ... 2 15 0 

.................................. 

11 0 

............. 

6 head 

25 ............................. 
 

............................. 
 

of : a:l:t  None. 

of h orses................................................................................................. 
25 ...................................................................... 

....... .................................. 

............................ 

5 ....... 
6 ........ 
8 

3 do. horses ...... 
22 head cattle 

0 1 6 
0 

i. 10 0 ...... 

........................................................................ 
..................................................................... 

Do. do. 

..... 

J. Leidley, Req 13 15 0 ....... 
112 

0 11 0 4 8 0 

........................... 

...................... Do. do. 1 11 6 9 ...... 
3 Entires 

.. 

0 6 0 
rn 0 0 

1 0 

............................. 

Do. do, F. North, Esq 4 19 0 

.. 
25 ................................................................................ 

Do, do. 

Mr. Sterling..........

J. Laidley, Esq 1 10 0 
10 ........ 

do. do. ...... 
.......... 

46 horses 
damages. 
J 3 0 

............. 

12 ............................. 
 32 .............................................................................. 

..................  

Do. do. 10 0 0 
11 ....... 
6 February .. 

......... 
6 head do...........
122 head cattle.... 

0 3 0 
1 0 

16 2 0 
6 0 0 
12 0 

14 ............................................................................... 
.............................................................................. 

.. 

Do. do. 
Do. do. 

Mr. Ivory..........

Geo. Thorn, Esq 17 5 0 

£ 175 70 

18 ................................................................................ 
30 ............................................................................... 
25.............................................................................. 

Do. do. 
F. Biegs, Esq 
J. Laidley, Esq. .. 

6 3 0 
1550 

51 1 3 1 
226 8 3 . TOTAL AMOUNT.. . . £ 

EDWARD GALLTERS, 
CFIAS. GEO. DRAY, 

Poundkeper, Little Ipswich. 

RA 



1858. 

LcgiøIatibe Roormbip. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

SOFALA POUND. 
(STOCK SOLD OUT OF SINCE 1852.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 20 April, 1858. 

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly, 
dated 3 December, 1857, that there be laid upon the Table of this 
House,— 

" A Return of all Horses and other Stock sold out of the 
" Sofala Pound since the year 1852, with a Statement of 
"amounts realized in each case, and how appropriated." 

MEMO :—Applieation for this Return was made to the Beneh of Magistrates at Sofala, who 
report, that "the Clerk of Petty Sessions is unable to furnish the required information, 

prior to the period of his assuming his present dutis, in the month of July, 1856, as 
" he cannot trace any records connected with the Pound, left by his predecessor; and 
" that it is found, upon inquiry, that the Books of the former Poundkeeper, Joseph 
" Shaw, who held the office during the greater part of the period mentioned, and who 
" has since left the District, are not forthcoming, and are stated to have been accidentally 

burnt" 
The Return was therefore prepared in the Treasury, but may probably not contain all 
the Stock sold out of the Sofala Pound since the year 1852. 
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lr~ RETURN of all Horses and other Stock sold out of the Sofala Pound since the year 1852, with a Statementof Amounts realized in each case, and 

how appropriated. 

AMOUNT PAID 

DATS OF SALE. DESCRIPTION OF Spocu. 
Guoss AMOUNT EXPENSES 

BALANCE. How APPROPRIATED. 

1853. 
January 1 ... ... A chesnut horse 10 5 6 3 6 0 6 19 6 

10 
.. 
A chcsnut mare 

................ 

................. 3 6 6 3 6 0 0 0 6 
7 0 0 Paid to the Sydney Benevolent Asylum. 

2 16 0 March 3 A bay maic.... ... ... ... ... ... 6 4 0 3 8 0 
.. ... ... A bay colt ................... 

. 
8 10 0 .3 7 0 5 3 0 

, . . . .  ... A dark bay colt ................ 8 5 0 3 10 0 4 15 0 
12 14 0 Ditto ditto 

4 16 0 June 2 ... ... ... A bay mare ................... 

.  

8 2 6 3 6 6 

.  

4 16 0 Ditto ditto 
1 11 0 September 3 ... A bay mare ................... 5 1 0 3 10 0 

7 ... 10 0 3 10 0 1 0 0 .A grey mare ...................4 
2 11 0 Ditto ditto 

1854. 

. 

Pebruary ... ... 5 12 6 3 9 6 1 3 0 

,, 

.. 
A brown mare .................. 
A. brown mare .................... 

12 16 0 3 9 6 8 6 6 £8 6s. 6d. of this amount paid to the 9 9 6 claimant, Benjamin Vines. 
4pril 26 ...... . 5 0 0 3 15 0 1 5 0 A bay horse ................... 

150 
1855. 

January 4 ... ... A bay horse .................. 

. 

7 10 0 3 10 0 4 0 0 
400 

1 18 0 April 23 .A bay horse ................... 5 8 0 3 10 0 
118 0 

4 1 0 July 31 A bay horse .................. 8 0 0 3 19 0 
410 

1856. 
June 18 A cliesnut mare ................ 3 0 0 3 10 6 

A bay mare .................... 7 0 0 3 10 6 3 9 6 
A bay colt ................... 4 0 0 3 10 6 0 9 6 

21 7 10 0 3 14 6 3 15 6 
A bay horse ................... 
A black horse ................... 

7 15 0 3 9 6 4 5 6 
12 0 0 



DATES  OF SALE. DESCRiPTION OF STOCK. 
GROSS AMOUNT EXPENSES BALANCE. INTO THE How APPROPRIATED. 

8 10 0 6 9 6 1836. 
June 21 A bay entire horse ............... 
,, 18 A bay foal ................ 1 16 

14 5 
0 
0 

3 10 
3 14 

6 
6 10 10 6 October 2 ... ... Abay mare ................... 

.. 

0 0 3 14 6 3 6 ,.... ... A chesnut foal ... ... ... 
A brown mare 

... 
................... 

... ... . 7 
12 5 0 3 14 6 8 10 6 

22 6 6 

25 ... ... 2 15 0 3 14 9 
A red and white steer ............. 2 0 0 3 14 9 
A black and white female calf ... ... 0 12 0 3 14 9 
A magpie cow 1 10 0 3 14 9 

,.... ... 

... 

1 8 0 3 14 9 
,.... ... 

.. 

.................... 
.... 

1 7 0 3 14 9 

,......... 

,.... ... 

..A black and white cow ............. 

A red and white heifer .............. 
A white bull calf ................ 

1 8 0 3 14 9 
,.... ... 

A white heifer calf ................
A red and white bull calf 1 8 0 3 11 9 

,.... 2 0 0 3 14 9 
,.... ... 

.. 
.......... 

0 5 0 3 14 9 
,.... ... 

.. 

.. 

.. 

1 0 0 3 14 9 
..... A white and dun cow .............. 
.. 

1 6 0 3 14 9 
12 14 6 November 7 ... ... 

A red and white cow .............. 
A brown bullock ................ .. 

17 0 
15 15 

0 
0 

4 5 
4 0 

6 
6 11 14 6 

A white female calf...' ............... 

15 

A grey horse ................... 
A ohesnut mare ................ 

3 0 0 4 0 6 A brown mare .................... 

. 

A bay horse ................... 10 0 0 4 0 6 5 19 6 
S £12 14s, Gd. of this amount raid b th 30 8 6 claimant, James Ilemmington.. - 

1857 
February 13 A light grey horse ................ 5 10 0 4 0 6 1 9 

9 
6 
6 4 10 0 4 0 6 0 A light bay horse ................ 119 0 

July 3 ... ... ... .A magpie bullock ................ 1 17 6 3 14 0 
A brindle heifer ................ 2 10 0 3 14 0 
A red and white heifer .............. 0 13 0 3 14 0 

6 9 0 November 10 A chesnut horse ................ 10 10 0 4 1 0 
13 A brown horse .................. 9 10 0 4 1 0 5 9 0 

11 18 0 

The Tteasurj, Nw South Woks, 
RT. CAMPBELL. 

18 January, 1858. 
co 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGSO' THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VOTES, No. 44. TUESDAY, 15 JUNE, 1858. 

7. Murders by the Aborigines on the Dawson River:—Mr. Hodgson moved, pursuant to 
amended notice,— 

That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the 
murders which have recently taken place on the "Dawson River," with a view to 
render the working of the Native Police Force more efficient, and with power to send 
for persons and papers. 

That such Committee consist of Mr. Buckley, Mr. Cribb, Mr. Donaldson, Mr. 
Forster, Mr. Jones, Mr. Richardson, Mr. Smith, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Robertson, and the 
Mover. 
Debate ensued. 
Mr. Parkes moved, That the Question be amended, by the omission of all the words 
thereof following the words " Dawson River," in section (1), with a view to the 
insertion in their place of the words " and generally on the state of outrage between 

the white population and the Aborigines in the Northern Districts. 
(2 ) That such Committee consist of Mr. Cribb, Mr. Dailey, Mr. Dickson, Mr. 
Donaldson, Mr. Cowper, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Jones, Mr. Murray, Mr. Smith, and Mr. 
Hodgsou." 

Debate continued,— 
And the proposed Amendment being, by consent, amended, by adding at the end of 
the words proposed to be inserted in lieu of the words proposed to be omitted from 
section (1) the words " with a view to providing for the better protection of life and 
CC property." 
Debate continued,--- 
And Mr. llodgson having required, in event of the Amendment being carried, 
that the Committee be appointed by ballot,— 
Question,—Tht the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question,—put 
and negatived. 
Question,—That in place of the words omitted there be inserted the words "and 

generally on the state of outrage between the white population and the Aborigines 
in the Northern Districts, with a view to providing for the better protection of life 

" and property,"—put and passed. 
Question,—That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon 
the murders which have recently taken place on the Dawson River, and generally 
on the state of outrage between the white population and the Aborigines in the 
Northern Districts, with a view to providing for the better protection of life and 
property,—put and passed;— 
Whereupon the House proceeded to the Ballot, and the Speaker declared the following 
Members to be, with the Mover, the Committee duly appointed, viz. :—Mr. Cribb, 
Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Jones, Mr. Cowper, Mr. Buckley, Mr. Forster, Mr. Richardson, 
Mr. Smith, and Mr. Taylor. 

VOTES, No. 57. TUESDAY, 13 JUFY, 1858. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment; the Speaker took the Chair. 
Papers 

4. Mr. Cowper laid upon the Table the undermentioned Paper :- 
(6.) Letter from the Government Resident at l3risbane, Moreton Bay, dated 8th July, 
1858, enclosing Returns of the expense, strength, and distribution of the Native 
Police. 
Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Select Committee on Murders by the 
Aborigines on the Dawson River. 

VOTES 
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VOTES, No. 59. THURSDAY, 15 JULY, 1858. 

1. Papers :—Mr. Cowper laid upon the Table the undermentioned Papers 
* * * * * * * * * * 
(3.) Return to the Order, in reference to the dismissal of Mr. Ross, Second Lieutenant 
of Native Police, made by this House, on motion of Mr. Flodgson, on the 2 1st May 
last. 
Referred to the Select Committee on Murders by Aborigines on the Dawson River. 

VOTES, No. 65. TUESDAY, 27 JULY, 1858. 

1. Paper.  :—Mr. Cowper laid upon the Table a communication from Captain Wickham, 
Government Resident at Moreton Bay, dated 21st July, 1858, in reference to the 
Native Police. 
Ordered to be printed, and referred to the Select Committee on Murders by 
Aborigines on the Dawson River. 

VOTES, No. 69. TUESDAY, 3 Auausv, 1858. 

7. Murders by the Aborigines on the Dawson River :—Mr. I-Iodgson, as Chairman, brought 
up the Report from, and laid upon the Table the Evidence taken before the Select 
Committee appointed, on the 15th June last, to inquire into, and report upon, the 
Murders which have recently taken place on the Dawson River, and generally on 
the state of outrage between the white population and the aborigines in the 
Nothern Districts, with a view to providing for the better protection of life and 
property. 
Ordered to be printed. 



TIURDERS BY THE ABORIGINES ON THE DAWSON RIVER. 

REPORT. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on the 15th June last "to 
inquire into and report upon the iIurders which have recently taken place on the 

Dawon River, and generally on the state of outrage between the white population 

" and the aborigines in the Northern Districts, with a view toprovidingfor the better 
"protection of life and property";  and to whom were referred, on the 13th ultimo, a 
" Letter from the Government Resident at Brisbane, Moreton Bay, dated 81h July, 1858, 
enclosing Returns of the expense, strength, and distribution of the Native Police "; 
on the 15th ultirno, a "Return to Order in reference to the dismissal of Mr. Ross, 
Second Lieutenant of Native Police"; and, on the 27th ultiwo, a further "commu- 
nication from Captain Wtckhane, Government Resident at Moreton Bay, dated 
21st July, 1858, in reference to the Native Police";—have agreed to the following 
Report 

Your Committee are convinced, by the evidence of the various witnesses examined, that 

the murders which have been committed on the Northern Frontier of this Colony may be 

attributed to those inevitable collisions which take place more or less between the blacks 

and whites in opening out a new tract of country, aggravated in a great measure by the 

iiiefficiency of the Native Police Force, and the mountainous and scrubby nature of the district. 

It will further appear that the sudden disbandment o a large portion of the Native 

Police was a most untoward event, as there is too much reason to believe that the disbanded 

troopers have been leaders in most of the murderous attacks upon the whites, and to this cause 

the inefficiency of the Native Police Force, as at present constituted, may be undoubtedly 

traced. It appears also that the troopers who did such good service from 1848 to 1852, under 

their late Commandant, Mr. WTalker, on the M'Intyre, and other places, were brought from 

the Murrumbidgee, Murray, and Edward Rivers; and it is conclusive that the conduct of 

these men was the cause of the force enjoying that high character which it is deeply to be 

regretted it no longer possesses. 

After a careful consideration of the evidence taken, your Committee would submit 

the following recommendations for the favorable consideration of your Honorable House :- 

That the Native Police Force, properly organized and well officered, is the 

force best capable of protecting life and property in the outlying districts; 

and an attempt to amalgamate white troopers with such a force would probably 

be futile, as in almost every instance the natives, after perpetrating an outrage, 

take refuge in the scrubs,, which are inaccessible to horses, and where, except 

in certain instances, none but native troopers could follow and overtake them. 

To discipline a mixed force of this kind would, moreover, be a difficult task, 

as considerable jealousy would undoubtedly arise, and would generally result 

in the white troopers compelling the native troopers to act as their servants, 
and do all the more menial work. 

Your Committee would, however, recommend that ten mounted troopers 
should be immediately forwarded, by steamer, to Brisbane or Maryborough, and 

there placed under the orders of the Commandant, with instructions to 

that officer that these men are not to be amalgamated with the Native Police 
31—b . . 

. Force, 
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Force, but are to patrol the districts in two or more parties, more especially 
in the open country, where they could, from time to time, render good service; 
as they are of opinion that the existence of such a force would soon be known, 
and would act as a salutary check. 
Your Committee forbear to recommend the supplementing of the present 
Native Police Force by a Militia of Border Settlers, but would suggest that 
two sections for the present should be permanently stationed on the frontier, 
in the neighbourhood of Taroom, under the command of two experienced 
officers, fully authorised to enter into such offensive or defensive operations as 
they may consider necessary. 
Your Committee are of opinion that the system of recruiting in the Northern 
Districts is most pernicious, and has led, and will continue to lead, to the most 
mischievous results—wholesale desertion having, in consequence., taken place. 
All the witnesses agree that troopers should be raised from distant parts of the 
Colony, not less than 500 or 000 miles away from the district in which they 
are to act; and one highly intelligent witness recommends that the troopers 
should be placed under military law, so that it might be possible in future to 
keep them under better subordination—a proposal in which your Committee 
fully concur. 
Your Committee would further recommend that instructions be immediately 
forwarded to the Commandant to send a party to the Lower Darling, Edward, 
and Murray Rivers, with horses and clothing, with the view of recruiting for 
the completion of the Force without delay. 

(0.) Your Committee are of opinion that the present Commandant should be allowed 
the opportunity of carrying out the work which, under many disadvantages, he 
appears to have so well commenced. That the process of reorganization 
must require time; for, although much has already been done, a considerable 
period must necessarily elapse before the Force assumes its proper and most 
useful element—that of a preventive character—sufficiently numerous and 
active to check and overawe the blacks in their aggressions upon the settlers. 

No evidence has been adduced to lead your Committee to the conclusion that 
the Native Police Force cannot be restored to that state of efficiency to which 
it at one time attained; and from a perusal of the two letters from the 
Government Resident at Brisbane, referred for their consideration on the 
20th and 27th ultimo, it would appear that the Force has now been increased 
to the number of 92, and that, consequently, some efforts are being made to 
revive the corps. 

By certain returns transmitted in the communication of the Government 
Resident of the 20th nitimo, the present number of officers, including the 
Commandant, is shewn to amount to 16, some of whom are apparently useless; 
and the services of these should be immediately dispensed with, and the 
number of officers mght thus be reduced to 13. 

All the evidence taken tends to affirm the fact, that many persons have been 
injudiciously placed in the force as Lieutenants, by the Government, totally 
incompetent, from various causes, to render any service; your Committee would 
therefore strongly urge that the recommendations of the Select Committee 
of 1856-7 should be carried out with regard to the appointment and dismissal 
by the Commandant of all his subordinate officers, and that the Government 
should interfere as little as possible in such appointments. 

Your Committee have had under their careful consideration the evidence of 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands at Port Curtis, more particularly as to time 
future site of the head quarters of the Native Police Force, but are of opinion 
that his suggestion cannot be carried out, not only on the ground of expense, 
but because as the country becomes occupied and the settlers push out, the 
head-quarters should be moved to time most central place, and ought, there-
fore, to be only temporary. 
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(ii.) Your Committee are of opinion that the head-quarters of the Commandant 

of the Native Police should for the present be fixed, about 100 miles north-

west of G-ayndah, on account of its central position as regards the distribution 

of the Force. The presence of the Commandant at Brisbane appears, however, 

to be altogether unnecessary; but they consider that the Secretary ought to 

be stationed there, through whom the correspondence and payments could then 

be transacted, subject, as at. present, to the control and supervision of the 

Government Resident, who fills the important offices of Treasurer and Pay- 

master. The greater facilities of communication with Sydney and the 

Dawson, and the absence of any Banking Establishment at Wide Bay or Port 

Curtis, induce your Committee to recommend Brisbane as the residence of the 

Secretary and Accountant. 

As it is clearly shewn by the evidence that the Native Police Force is no 

longer required in the Clarence River District, your Committee would recom-

mend the immediate withdrawal of Lieutenant Dempster and his troopers 

therefrom. 

Your Committee consider that the pay of the Native Troopers should be 

incresed from 5d. to 3d. per diem; the additional expense to be met by the 

contemplated reduction of three officers. 

After carefully perusing the papers connected with the dismissal of Lieu-

tenant Ross from the Native Police, referred for their consideration, your 

Committee can see no reason to disturb the opinion which has been arrived at 

by the Executive Government in the matter. 

In bringing their labors to a close, your Committee desire to state that they feel 

satisfied that the efforts now being made are well calculated to allay those feelings of alarm 

and apprehension which have been so long prevalent in the unhappy district of the Leich-

hardt; and whilst they repudiate, in the strongest terms, any attempt to wage a war of 

extermination against the Aborigines, they are satisfied that there is no alternative but to 

early matters through with a strong hand, and punish with necessary severity all future 

outrages upon life and property, in order that the sangthnary conflicts between the native 

blacks and the settlers may for the future be avoided. 

ARTHUR IIODGSON, 

Chairman.. 
Legslaive Assembly Chamber, 

Sydney, 32-d August, 1858. 

PROCEEDINGS 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

THURSDAY, 17 JUNE, 1858. 

JJUembtTø rc3cnt :— 

Mr. Hodgson, Mr. Jones, 

Mr. Cowper, Mr. Taylor, 

Mr. Richardson, Mr. Cribb, 
Mr. Buckley, I Mr. Donaldson. 

Mr. Hodgson was called to the Chair. 
Committee deliberated as to their course of proceeding. 
The Chairman stated that he had requested the Clerk to cause Captain O'Connell, 

Commissioner of Crown Lands for the Port Curtis District, to he summoned before the 
Committee as a witness, for this day, and that Captain O'Connell was now in attendance in 

answer to such summons. 
Whereupon Motion made and Question—" That Captain O'Connell be now called in 

"and examined "—agreed to. 
Captain M. 0. 0' Oonnell, Commissioner of Crown Lands, Port Curtis, examined. 

[Ajourned till to-morrow, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 18 JUNE, 1858. 

ft1e,nitrc 4)rent :— 

A. Hodgson, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Taylor, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Cribb, Mr. Richardson, 

Mr. Buckley, Mr. Forster, 

Mr. Forster, a Member of the Committee, examined in his place. 
Letter from Mr. William Archer, excusing his attendance before the Committee as a 

witness, for this day, read by the Chairman.. 
[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 22 JUNE, 1858. 

JJtembtrø jvecnt :— 

A. Hodgson, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, Mr. Donaldson, 
Mr. Taylor, I Mr. Cowper, 

Mr. Richardson. 

Mr. William Archer, JP., and Mr. E. M. Royds, J.P., examined. 
[Adjourned till to-morrow, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 23 JUNE, 1858. 

inembero Jrcnt :— 

A. Hodgson, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, I Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. Buckley. 

Mr. J. B. Reid, Mr. TV. B. Tooth, M.P., and Mr. H. M. Pearse, severally examined. 
[Adjourned till Tuesday, 6 proximo, at Eleven o'clock.] 

TUESDAY, 6 JULY, 1858. 

J1thnUerø 4)rtøenl :— 

Mr. Donalson, Mr. Poster, 
Mr. Richardson, j Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. Donaldson, in the absence of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 
The Chairman, expressing his own disinclination to proceed with any business this 

day, in consequence of the death, at an early hour this morning, of the Venerable Arch-
deacon Cowper, desired the opinion of the Committee as to the expediency of at once 

adjourning. 
Committee 



Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 

" That this Committee deems it undesirable to transtet any bushiess this day, in 
consequence of the demise of tbeVenerable Archdeacon Cowper, Father of 
the Principal Secretary, and determines therefore on now a'ljournng till 
Friday next," 

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 9 JULY, 1858. 

The meeting of the Committee convened for this day lapsed, in consequence of the 
adjournment of the House from Tuesday, 6th instant, till Tuesday,. 13th instant, dwing to 
the demise of the Venerable Archdeacon Cowper, Father of the Principal Secretary. 

ThuRSDAY, 15 JULY 1858. 

btmbEvø ljrEøtUt - 
A. Hodgson, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Cribb, Mr. Forster, 
Mr. Taylor, Mr. Buckley, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Richardson. 

Mr. Alfred Brown, Mr. W. E. Pluvlcett, Secretary to the Crown Law Officers, and 
Mr. W. H. Gaden, severally examined. 

Committee deliberated. 
[Adjourned till to-morrow, at half-past Eleven o'clock.] 

FRIDAY, 16 JULY, 1858. 

fticmbevø 1Jrcønt :— 

A. Hodgson, Esq., in the Chair. 
Mr. Buckley, I Mr. Cribb, 

Mr. Taylor. 

By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the House referring to the Committee, 
on 14th instant— 

" Letter from the Government Resident, Brisbane, Moreton Bay, dated 8th instant, 
enclosing Returns of the expense, strength, and distribution of the Native 
Police; "- 

And on the 15th instant— 
Copies of all Correspondence which has taken place between the Government and 
the present Commandant of Native Police, as to the suspension or dismissal 
of Mr. Ross, Second Lieutenant of the Native Police, together with a copy of the 
" Evidence relative thereto, as taken by Lieutenant Murray "-

read by the Clerk. 
Mr. Daniel Connor and Mr. John Miller examined. 
Committee deliberated. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 21 JULY, 1858. 

jcnthtr OrEcnt 

A. Elodgson, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Richardson, Mr. Forster, 
Mr. Buckley, I Mr. Taylor. 

The Chairman having laid before the Committee copy of a letter from Mr. Corn-
missioner Wiseman to the Attorney General, dated 29th April last, enclosing the depositions 
in the case of the murder of four white men by the blacks, and representing the necessity to 
the Government of affording adequate protection to the stockholders and t.heir men, in the 
Leichhardt District against the aborigines,—read the same. 

Ordered to be printed in Appendix. (Vide Separate Appendix A.) 
Mr TV. S'mall examined. 
Letter from Mr. E. B. Uhr, excusing his attendance as a witness before the Com-

mittee for this day, read by the Chairman. 
Motion made and Qecstion—" That E. B. Uhr, Esquire, be now summoned before 

the Committee, as a witness, for Friday next "—agreed to. 
[Adjourned till Friday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

331—c FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, 23 JULY, 1853. 

£1tmbtrø Jrttnt 
A. Hodgson, Esq.1  in the Chair. 

Mr. Buckley, I Mr. Taylor. 

Committee deliberated on the correspondence referred to them on the 15th instant, 
relating to the dismissal of Mr. Russ. 

1)eliberation adjourned. 
Captain ill. C. 0' C'onnell further examined. 
Mr. E. B. U/zr, J. P., examined. 
Witnesses withdrew. 
Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 
" That it is expedient to take the evidence of Captain M'Lerie before closing this  

inquiry." 
Motion made (Mr. Buc1le) and Question,—" That the Chairman do now prepare a 

" Draft Report for the consideration of the Committee "—agreed to. 

[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 29 JULY.  1859. 

iItnUtvø 1)vcnit:— 

A. Hodgson, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Donaldson, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Richardson, Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. Buckley, Mr. Forster. 

By direction of the Chairman, Resolution of the House referring to the Committee 
on 27th instant, " A communication from the Government Resident at Moreton Bay, dated 
' 21st July, 1858, stating that by the arrival of fifteen recruits at Brisbane, on the 20th 
July, the Native Police Force was augmented to 92 troopers,"—read by the Clerk. 

The Chairman then laid before the Committee a Draft Report. 
Motion made (Mr. Donaldson,) and Question,—" That the Draft Report proposed 

" by the Chairman be now read 1° "—cgreed to. - 
Draft Report read accordingly. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made (Mr. Buck'ey,) and Question,—" That this Report be now read 2°, and 

" considered paragraph by paragraph "—agreed to. 
The Chairman here witbdrawing,—Mr. Buckley was called to the Chair. 
Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, and 4, initiating the Report, read, considered, verbally amended, 

and agreed to. 
Paragraph 5, comprising 1st Resolution, then read, considered, verbally amended, 

and agreed to. 
Whereupon Motion made (Mr. Rich aedson,) and Question,—" That the consideration 

of the remaining paragraphs be postponed till to-morrow "—ogiced to. 
[Adjourned till to-morrow, at Eleven o'clock] 

FRIDAY, 30 JULY, 1858. 

ft1embev 3rtnt 

A. Hodgson, Esq., in the Chair. 

Mr. Forster, Mr. Richardson, 
Mr. Buckley, Mr. Taylor. 

Committee proceeded with the consideration of the Draft Report, proposed by the 
Chairman. 

Paragraph 6, comprising 2nd Resolution, read. 
Motion made and Question proposed,—" That this paragraph, comprising the 2nd 

Resolution, stand part of the Report." 
Committee deliberated as to the expediency of expunging the portion of this para-

graph, which negatives the amalgamation of Mounted Troopers with the Native Police. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. No, 1. 
Mr. Buckley, - Mr. Forster. 
Mr. Richardson. 

Paragraph 7, comprising 3rd Resolution, read, considered, and agreed to without 
aiñendment. 

Paragraphs 8, 9, and 10, comprising 4th, 5th, and 6th Resolutions, read, considered, 
verbally amended, and agreed to. 

Paragraph 11, comprising 7th Resolution, read. 
Motion 
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Motion made and Question proposed—" That the paragraph, comprising the 7th -ccResolution, stand part of the Report." 
Anenc1nzent proposed (Mr. Forster)." That this paragraph be amended by the 

' insertion after the words 'to which it' of the words' is believed that it.' 
Question put—" That these words be there inserted." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. Noes, 2. - 
Mr. Forster, Mr. Buckley, 
Mr. Taylor, Mr. Richardson. 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the 
Original Question then put and agreed to. - 
Paragraphs 12 and 13, comprising 8th and 9th Resolutions1  read, considered, verbally 

,amended, and agreed to. 

Paragraph 14, comprising 10th Resolution, read, considered, and agreed to without 
amendment. 

Paragraph 15, comprising 11th Resolution, read. 
Motion made and Questoe proposed—" That the paragraph, .comprising the 11th 

' Resolution, stand part of the Report." 

Committe deliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. Noes, 2. 
Mr. Buckley, Mr. Forster, 
Mr. Richardson, Mr. Taylor. 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the "-Ayes." 
Paragraphs 16 and 17, comprising 12th and 13th Resolutions, read, considered, 

verbally amended, and agreed to. 
Paragraph 17, comprising 14th Resolution, read, viz.
te  :- 
Your Committee here feel compelled to allude to the present objectionable system 
" of taking up extensive tracts of land without any immediate intention of 
a 
stocking the same; and thus, by keeping the stations so far apart, inéreasing 

11 the difficulty of protection, and affording to the blacks greater facilities for 
committing depredations." 

Motion made and Question proposed,—" That this paragraph, comprising the 14th 
Resolution, stand part of the Report." 

Committee deliberated. 
Question put and negatived. 
Paragraph struck out accordingly. 
Paragragh 18 (now 17), comprising 15th (now 14th) Resolution, read, considered, 

and agreed to, without amendment. 
Concluding paragraph read, considered, verbally amended, and agreed to. 
Motion then made and Question put,—" That this Report, as amended, be the Report 

of the Committee." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 2. Noes, 2. 
Mr. Buckley, Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. Richardson, - Mr. Forster. 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the "Ayes." 
Chairman requested to report to the House. 

LIST 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

TAKEN BEFORE 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON THE 

IIURBERS BY THE ABORIGINES ON THE DAWSON RIVEL 

THURSDAY, iT JUNE, 1858. 

Jreøent :— 
Ma. HODGSON, MR. RIO EIARDSON, 
MR. TAYLOR, Ma. CRLBB, 
Ma.. (JOWPER, Ma. BUCKLEY, 
MR. JONES, Ma. DONALDSON. 

ARTHUR HODGSON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Captain Maurice Charles O'Connell, called in and examined :- 

By the Chairman: You are Commissioner of Crown Lands for the District of Port Capt. M. C. 
Curtis? Yes. 0 Conneil. 

You have been there some time? Rather more than four years. 
You resided previously in the Burnett District? Yes; for five or six years. It is ten 17 June, 185% 

years altogether since I first was stationed frontier of occupation. 
You have had many opportunities of seeing the working of the Native Police Force? Yes. 
Under Mr. Walker? Under Mr. Walker, and since his removal from the command. 
By Mr. Cowper: In fact, Port Curtis was the head-quarters of the force? No; it never 

was head-quarters. I had control, when I first went up there, of the detachment that 
belonged to the Port Curtis District. - 
By the Chairman: Do you consider the Native Police Force, as at present constituted, 

efficient? Certainly not, at the present moment. It is very inefficient. It seems to have 
broken down from a want of any proper system of organization. When I first saw the 
Native Police, as originally raised by Mr. Walker, it struck me that he had worked a change 
and improvement in the aborigines I was hardly prepared to think they were capable of; 
he had got them into very creditable order; but since his removal from the command, as 
far as my observation goes, the men are not kept together under proper discipline, or with 
suffiient obedience to their officers, or even sufficient regard for them. At present it seems 
almost impossible to keep the newly raised recruits attached to the corps. I believe, in 
several instances, they have been deserting in considerable numbers. 
Can you inform the Committee where the recruits come from? I cannot. I know 

nothing on that point, except from hearsay. 
1)o you think they come from the neighbouring districts, or from remote districts of the 

Colony? I have understood that some who have been brought to the Port Curtis district 
were reOruited in the Wide Bay district, which is the adjoining one, and these men, very 
shortly after their arrival on the Fitz Roy, deserted. 
Do you not think that would be a very probable consequence of their being employed so 

near their own district? I think it is very difficult to keep aborigines in the neighbourhood 
of their own tribes. 

By Mr. Richardson: You think recruits should not be obtained from the neighburing 
tribes? I do. 

331—B 12. 
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( . . M .  
12. Do you think it would be desirable to get them from distant districts, such as the 

011115 
Murrumbidgee and Murray? Yes, or from the Narnoi or Gwydir, or other distant districts. 

'-"-' 13. Do you think the body can be rendered efficient at all on the present system ? I do not 
17 June, 1858. think they can, without a considerable change of system. 

By the Chairman: Would you be kind enough to favor the Committee with your idcas 
as to what is necessary for the reformation of the present system ? It appears to me that 
the great want of the present system is a proper oranization. Neither men nor officers are 
trained to their duty, so as to understand what they have to do when called upon to perform 
it. The officers have not that control over the men which they ought to have; and there is 
no espril c/c cops. The duty is a particularly harassing and unpleasant one, and there is 
nothing to induce to the zealous performance of it beyond the bare fact of its being a duty. 
Could you propose any remedy? The only plan which has occurred to me, as one which 

would be at all likely to be effectual, is that of raising a force under a law which, somewhat 
on the example of the Mutiny Act, shall compel a due observance of discipline, and prevent 
desertion. I think, under such a law, there ought to be a number of white troopers enlisted, 
in the proportion of one white man to two blacks; and in that way an efficient working 
corps would be created. I do not think the expense would be much greater than it is at 
present; and a body of men could be thus raised and disciplined who would really be useful. 
Would you not prefer that the white troopers should preponderate? I would, provided 

the expense was not considered too great; but I think a force composed of one-third whites 
to two-thirds natives would be efficient, and, at the same time, much less expensive than a 
larger proportion of white men. 
You recommend these proportions solely on the ground of expense? Solely on the 

ground of expense. In some parts of the country the native troopers are much more efficient 
than white men would be in following up and punishing the blacks for outrages committed, 
because they can follow them into the scrubs with greater facility—for instance, the scrubs 
of the Mackenzie and Tipper Dawson; but,.in all ordinary cases, I think a corps of white 
men with black trackers would be the most efficient. 

By ilfr. Cowper: In these scrubs you speak of, do you contemplate the Native Police 
being allowed to penetrate and murder the blacks, apart from their officers? No; I think 
such a system would be very objectionable. It is frequently the habit of the blacks, when 
they have committed an outrage or murder, to seek shelter on the border of a large scrub; 
and when they find themselves attacked they immediately disappear in the interior 
of the scrub; they have then to be followed, and in the pursuit the natives will, in all 
probability, get in advance of any white men who may be with them, though I have 
heard of cases where white men—Mr. Walker, for instance—managed to keep up with them 
all through the scrub. 
By the Uhairman: There are open spots frequently in these scrubs? Yes, often. The 

Native Police are in the habit of throwing off thçir clothes and entering the scrub with 
nothing but their accoutrements—their ammunition and carbine. They have a quicker eye, 
and they follow the blacks with greater certainty; they pick up a track with a sort of 
instinct, which guides them unerringly, from early habit, and which the white man does not 
possess. 

By Mr. Cowper: You have a division of the Native Police at Gladstone, under Lieutenant 
Murray? Yes. 
Were they often called out? Not when we first went there. I can tell you what 

happened when I first went up there, or very soon after Mr. Walker's removal 'took place. 
Mr. Murray reported to me that his men were all going away; that they had stated to him 
their intention of going to see Mr. Walker, and that they were, in point of fact, going to 
desert. 
By Mr. Jones: Was any cause assigned? They said it was on account of Mr. Walker's 

removal from the command. 
By Mr. Cowper: On account of their personal attachment to him? Yes; he having 

raied them. I asked Mr. Murray if he thought there would be any use in my speaking to 
the men. He said he thought it might have some cfiect; and I directed him to have his men 
paraded. I then put on my- uniform, and rode out to endeavor to induce them to remain—
because it was a matter of serious importance to us at that time, as we were then on an unoccu-
pied part of the coast, surrounded by wild tribes, with a large extent of vacant country inter-
vening between us and the nearest settlements; and had they left us, we should have found it 
very difficult to communicate with the settled portion of the country. On speaking to the men, I 
found they stated very reasonably their causes for dissatisfaction. They said they had been 
promised by Mr. Walker that after a certain time they should be taken back to their own 
country again to see their friends and relatives, and that they had now been five years in the 
force, and they were determined to go in. I could not prevail on them to change their 
intention, until I remarked to them that the country they were serving—it was the time the 
Russian war had just broken out—was then at war with other white people, and that it was 
a disgraceful thing on their parts to desert us at such a time. 1 pointed out that we were then 
on the coast where our white enemies might attack us, and we might suffer from the wau.t of 
their aid; and they took the idea immediately, and declared that under the circumstance they 
would remain, and they even followed me into Gladstone, to express more strongly their 
determination to do so. I mention this, as I think it a strong proof that these aboriginals 
are capable of generous impulses; and they did remain until about two years afterwards. The 
force was in the meantime removed from my control; and I may here say, that I think these 
men were subsequently very unjustly discharged. On the occasion I speak of, I promised 
them that the Government would find them the means of getting back to their own districts 
on horseback. I reported this to Sir Charles Fitz Roy, and received a confirmation of my 
pledge, and yet afterwards that pledge was broken, and the men were discharged to find 
their way on foot to their own country. I believe they committed many depredations on the 
road. '24. 



ON. THE MURDERS BY TIlE ABORIGINES ON THE DAWSON RIVER. 3 

 857 
By Mr. Jones: These men did not desert? No; they were discharged. Capt M. C. 
The Government actually broke faith with them twice, Mr. Walker having, previously to 0 CouncIl. 

your promise to them, undertaken on the part of the Government to return them to their 
own eoantry—you have no reason to doubt that statement? No; but I do not think there 17 JuUC. 1858. 
was any time fixed by Mr. Walker, so that we cannot say it was a breach of faith. 

Did you ever ascertain from Mr. Walker at what time he had undertaken to return 
them? No. 

Youyourself, however, gave them a distinct promise, and that promise was never fulfilled? 
Yes; that pledge was broken. I reported the circumstances to Mr. Parker, who was 
colonial Secretary, I think, at the time; but we were so distant, and the correspondence was 
so long on the road, that it was too late to do anything in the way of remedy by the time it 
came to a conclusion. 

By Mr. Oowper: Do you know wl:at became of these men? I wrote to the officer at 
the Condamine, to beg that he woud find mealis of support for them to the extent of £20, 
pending my reference of the matter to the Government in Sydney, and I would be answerable 
for that amount myself; but he wrote back to me to say that they had been about his place, 
and had been committing depredations—that they had fired at a woman, and had been 
stealing alninunition at the huts; some of them, he said, had joined his force, but had 
behaved very badly after joining, and he did not know where the others were gone. 

By the Chair man: Do you know whether any personal attachment exists between the 
present Commandant and his troopers? I have no means of forming an opinion on this 
point. 

Do you know the feeling amongst the squatters in the northern districts with regard to 
the Native Police Force? From expressions I have heard, I believe the squatters, generally, 
are not satisfied with the working of the corps. I presume they cannot be, for in my part of 
the country there are no men—or at least not sufficient to be of service. 

By Mr. Uowpel.: Has Mr. Murray no men with him? I am not sure of the strength of 
his detachment at the present moment, but for the last two years it has been considerably 
under its proper number. When I left Port Curtis, twelve men lately recruited had just 
gone to the Fitz Roy, and I have since heard they have deserted. 

By Mr. Jones : What was the strength of Mr. Murray's force at the time you left? He 
has had very few men for the last year and a half. I do not think there are more than four 
or five men at Gladstone now. - 

By ii/: Richardson: Have the settlers themselves proposed any plan for the reorganiza- 
tion of the Native Police? I have heard so many different opinions, that I could not say 
what is the general opinion among the squatters. 

By Mr. (]owpr: Have you ever sustained any attacks on the part of the blacks yourself? 
Never. 

35. Have there been any attacks within your district? Within fourteen miles of Gladstone, 
at Mr. Young's station, they killed everybody on the place except a black boy; and within 
the last year they killed three men on Mr. Tolson's station, and wounded him. 

By the (Jhau.mqn: Have you understood that the squatters are not disposed to co-operate 
with the Native Police? I have never observed anything of the sort myself. 

Are you personally aware how Mr. Walker is employed at the present time? I am not. 
By Mr. Cozvper: Have you considered this matter sufficiently to enable you to make any 

suggestions to the Committee, which you think would advance the reconstruction of the 
Native Police Force, or the construction of a force in lieu of it? I do not think it possible 
to reconstruct the Native Police Force on the present system. I think any such attempt 
would be likely to end in mischief, from the mixture of the old material with the new. I 
think, to do anything effectual you must originate a new system; and until the new one can 
be put in operation, it should be kept entirely separate from the old. To lay down what I 
believe desirable for a new system, would perhaps require longer time than the Committee 
are now inclined to affird me; but I may state that I propose to lay before the Committee, 
at another opportunimy, a paper containing a design of that which I suppose to be the beet 
mode of forming another corps. (Vie/c Appendix A.) 

By the C/marman: Leaving expense out of the question, what number of white men 
would you employ in conjunction with the Native Police, in order to make the force as 
efficient as possible? Supposing the force to consist altogether of one hundred and twenty 
mn—a number which the last Committee presumed to be sufficient—I should say there 
should be forty white troopers and eighty aboriginal troopers, independently of staff sergeants, 
and a number of bat men. 

You think a force of whites and natives combined in those proportions would work 
efficiently? I think so; but it must first be properly organized before it is put to work. 
The great fault of the present system seems to me to be that there is no organization. The 
men are taken from the bush, and the officers are selected from other walks in life, and the 
two are put together and told to perform certain duties for which they have had no previous 
training, and they feel that awkwardness which all men naturally feel who do not understand 
their duty. 

By Mr. Uowper: Is not the proportion you name, of eighty blacks to forty whites, 
rather at variance with the idea of using the blacks merely as trackers? I only propose 
these proportions for the sake of economy; but still I think the intelligence of the whites, 
combined with the physical force which such a number of natives would give, would make it 
work as an effective force, and they would be able to accomplish many duties they cannot 
perform now, such as the execution of warrants, &e. An intelligent white sergeant, with 
two aboriginal native troopers with him, could perform many duties that half-a-dozen native 
troopers alone could not. perform, and many services which one white constable would not be 
able by himself to accomplish. 

By Mr. Richardson: Keeping expense out of the question, would it not be as well to 
have 
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Capt. M. C. have two white men to one black? I think it would be better. If expense is not an object,, 
0 Connell. I think the larger proportion of whites would make it a more effective force. 
' 43. By the C/laiIrnan: Are you at all aware of the number of the force at present? No, 
17 June, 188. I am not. 

Are you at all aware of the difficulty the present Commandant has in increasing the-
force? I am not; but I presume there must be great difficulty in recruiting, from the natIve-
troopers being so scarce in the Port Curtis District. In order to induce the men to reniain 
in the service, I think it would be a great advantage to give a band at head-quarters, and aIls 
the paraphernalia of a regiment to this corps. Where it is all hard work and no play, yoil  
must do something to induce the men to join. It would tend to induce an tspit de corps. 
You have not yourself been resident in any districts where the blacks have been com-

mitting outrages? Yes; in the Burnett. 
Were they very mischievous there at the time of your residence? They killed a number 

of men in different parts of the district. I think some twenty were killed in the space of 
five years. 

By the Chairman: Could you give the Committee any idea-of the extent of country in 
length over which you consider a protective force necessary? If I had one of the maps 
shewing the Electoral Districts as proposed, I think I could exphidn to the Committee what 
I think are the best positions in which to locate detachments of the force. (A m(p being 
produced, the witness proceeded to point out the VariOUs positions which, in his opinion, the 
force should occupq.) The country  to be protected would be about four hundred miles in 
length, by about 150 or 200 in breadth. I think there is a very good position for a central 
depot on the Calliope, where Mr. Walker himself once fixed on a spot for head-quarters. 
The situation is one from which most of the different districts, now that occupation has 
progressed to the north, could be relieved periodically with the greatest ease. There might, 
I think, be out-stations at Taroom, Ranucs, the Fitz Roy, Maryborough, Brisbane, Nanango, 
and at the Condamine—in all seven stations, independently of the central one. The 
object of the central depot is to have some place where the force could be organized—where 
the recruits could be trained, and from whence relief might be sent to the out-stations as 
required. It is absolutely necessary, in my opinion, to bring in the men from the out-lying 
stations to head-quarters at certain intervals, in order that they may have their horses, 
clothing, saddlery, arms, and so on looked to, and that they may have a certain period of 
rest. I think also that there should be a system of constant patrolling kept up by all the 
different sections, so that the blacks in the intermediate country might be kept in awe. That 
would be likely to prevent a good deal of mischief. I am convinced an efficient system of 
patrol is the only way to work the force in a proper manner. 

By Mr. Gowper: Is it not the fact that these outbreaks are chiefly confined to one 
district at any one time. For instance, it now appears that the Upper Dawson is the district 
in which the blacks are most threatening—would it not therefore be better to concentrate in 
that particular district a powerful force, rather than to have a number of stations scattered 
over a wide extent of country? The object of a depot would be, that you might at once mass 
a large force on any given point. I propose that there should always be a considerable 
number—say thirty men—at head-quarters, and in the event of outbreaks similar to that on 
the Upper Dawson, the whole of these men could be moved to the spot at once, and other 
parties might likewise be moved towards the same point. In this way a large amount of 
force could be brought to bear on any disturbed district, until the outrages had been put an 
end to. 
B9 the Oliairman: Your plan would involve the erection of barracks? At the head-

quarters, certai lily. 
Not at the out-lying stations? I am not prepared to say that. I think the officers 

ought to have quarters; it is hard work for Europeans to compel them to sleep out every 
might, year after year. 
Are they not well received at the different stations? Yes, I believe they ar6; but I 

think it would be as well they should stop with their men. 
Do you think the amalgamation of white and native troopers would bring about much 

jealousy on the part of the latter? I think not. 
53 Not even though the white men should be made sergeants and leading men in each 
division? I think not. They would, of course, require selection. It would be necessary to 
make a selection of those who were best adapted by nature to govern and lead the blacks. 
It is not every man who is fitted by disposition and intelligence to command the respect and 
attention of the blacks. 
51. Do you consider the number of officers now employed—seventeen—excessive or not? 
They would be decidedly too many under the system I recommend. But I recollect now 
that most of the officers at present are merely substitutes for sergeants. The men formerly 
employed as sergeants were found to be of such bad character that it was difficult to keep 
them in order, as they were not enlisted under any law; and one of the Commandants—I 
think Mr. Marshall—fancied it would be better to get young men of education, who should 
be called officers, but do the dutj of sergeants. Under that view there are not too many. 
Can you tell the Committee whether that idea of Mr. Marshall's has been carried out 

with any effect? I think not. I do not think it has answered the purpose. 
By Mr. Jones: Have you ever been concerned with black troopers in any engagement 

'with the aborigines? No. 
Have you ever heard any statement, on authority on which you can rely, as to the 

general conduct of the black troopers when they have been engaged with blacks who have 
committed depredations—I mean as to whether they exhibit undue ferocity? I do not 
believe they are at all imbued with any feeling of humanity, as far as consideration for 
human life is concerned. - 
58, You dt tiot believe they would act with the same circumspection in a ease of that kind 

that 
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that the white troopers would? NoI believe they are quite beyond the control of their. Capt. M C. 
officers when once let loose. 

' 
O'Connell: 

59 You think in engagements of this kind the black troopers would take life more recklessly 
than white troopers would do? I think so. 17 JUne, InS. 
Do you think they would exercise any discrimination between the males and women of 

the tnbes on whom they make attacks in these eases ? I cannot give an answer on that 
point from any personal observation. I do not know whether they would themselves have 
any hesitation in sacrificing the lives of females; but I incline to think they would avoid 
doing so. 

By the C/i',jrnan. Do you not know that in the skirmishes which do take place the 
black women are invariably saved—that they are not killed except by. accident? I believe 
that where it is possible the women are saved; but in an indiscriminate attack they may 
accidentally get shot. 

By Mr. Jnn. s: Do you think the native troopers would, as white men would do, avoid 
destroying the women in such a case? I think they would. I do not think they would 
voluntarily shoot the women. 

But you believe that, as compared with white men, they would be reckless in taking the 
lives of the male blacks? Quite so. I do not think they ought to be trusted by themselves. 

You think it would not be safe to employ them, unless in conjunction with a sufficient 
number of white men to keep them in check ? Just so. 

By AI,. /?ic!lard.9on  You think it undesirable that the blacks should preponderate so much as they do ? Decidedly. 
B1  Au. Jne,: What is the ordinary conduct and demeanor of the native troopers 

towards the neighbouring tribes when not actively engaged against them ? I think, whilst 
under control, their conduct is very good; but if not restrained, I believe they would seize 
upon the women of the neighbouring tribes, and would in a very short time become exceed-
ingly troublesome in consequence. I had an instance of the sort myself; but I put a stop to 
it at once. When I first allowed the wild blacks to come into my camp at Port Curtis they 
soon complained that the Native l'olice had taken one of their women. It caused great 
excitement amongst them, and I immediately rode out to the police camp, and requested Mr. 
Murray to parade his men. When that was done I told them the woman must be returned 
by sundown. Mr. Murray's men indignantly denied that they had had anything to do with 
it, but said the woman had been taken by a trooper who had come down on escort from 
Ranrmes; and they promised they would have the woman returned, which they did. 

Do you think that, with regard to the women, there would be any material difference 
between the conduct of the black troopers and of the white troopers_-that the conduct of the 
blacks would be worse than that of the whites under the like circumstances.? I think so, 
decidedly. It would be more easy to keep white men under control in that matter. * 

Taking into consideration the average character of the officers whose services we may 
expect to secure, do you think it possible to ensure a proper state of discipline where the 
force consists exclusively of native troopers ? I should say it is very difficult to do so; there 
are few men I should consider competent to control such a force. 

It would, I apprehend, be much easier to insure a proper state of discipline in a frce 
composed mainly of whites, than in one consisting entirely of blacks ? Of course; but there 
must be a stringent law to govern even the whites. 

With or without such a law it would, as a rule, be easier for the officers to manage 
whites than to manage blacks? That would depend a good deal on the temptation to which 
they are subject. I think a number of white men collected together under circumstances of 
temptation, without a law to govern them, subject merely to their own ideas of right and 
wrong, with no penalty but dismissal, would be rather more difficult to retain under any 
strict discipline than a similar number of blacks. 

But, under such a law as you speak of, you think there would be comparatively little 
difficulty in managing a force of white men ? Quite so. 

7. While the management of the blacks would depend on the tact and skill of their officer? 
Entirely on his personal character. 

What dO you regard as the relative vaiva of white and black troopers in a case of this 
kind :—Say it requires a force of one hundred blacks for the protection of a certain district, 
what number of white men would you consider equal to the same amount of duty ? 1 do 
not think any great difference could be made in the numbers, because having in all these 
cases a large tract of country to cover, you would, I think, require nearly the same number 
of one description as the other. 

In the event of disturbances leading to engagements with the wild tribes, would you not 
consider a force of ten white men equal to the work of twice that number of blacks? You 
mean blacks by themselves? 

Blacks, with one white officer to lead them. Would not an officer go into an engagement 
with ten white men with the same confidence as with double the number of blacks? I 
think not in these peculiar districts. I think an officer accustomed to the blacks would 
feel himself quite as confident as if he had an equal number of whites. 

Then, if the character of the force be changed by the introduction of a larger proportion 
of whites, you do not think it would be wise to diminish the total number of the force on 
that account? I think not. The amount of physical force required to bring an engagement 
to a successful issue would be much the same, whether whites or blacks be employed; but 
the introduction of a larger number of whites into the force would make it more efficient by 
increasing its moral power; because the whites could perform many duties which require a 
certain amount of intelligence and education, but to which blacks alone would be quite 
incompetent. For instance, one white man and two blacks would make an efficient patrolling 
party; but you could hardly trust three ordinary black troopers by themselves as a detach-
ment for a similar purpose. 

331—C 
77. 
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Capt. M. C. 77. By Mr. (7iibb: Do you not think a force of eight white troopers, with two blacks as 
0 ton II, trackers, would be more efficient than an ordinary troop of twelve black troopers with one 

officer to lead them? They would be more efficient for many purposes, but for the purpose of 
fl June 1858. following up and punishing blacks who had committed outrage, I do not think they would. 

Would they not be more under control? If you are talking of the force as it at present 
exists, I grant that the whites would be more efficient; but if the black troopers were under 
a proper system, and as well disciplined as they should be, and certainly were under Mr. 
Walker, I thuik twelve of these would be as efficient for that particular purpose as eight 
whites and two black trackers. 

Taking the force as it at present exists, would not eight whites and two blacks be more 
efficient than twelve blacks under their present officers? Decidedly more efficient than the 
present force. 

By Mr. Jones: Do you not think the black tribes would stand more in awe of a force 
composed mainly of white men? No; they are desperately afaid of the Native Police. 
Si. By Mr. Buckley: Do you think white troopers would be able to follow the blacks 
through scrubs of the sane density as black troopers would get through after them? No; I 
say they would not in that peculiar country. 

In attacking the blacks, it frequently happens that the Native Police are obliged to pene- 
trate dense scrubs, for which purpose they strip themselves of everything, merely taking with 
them their arms and ammunition —would white troopers be in a position to follow the blacks 
with the same facility through these scrubs? I do not think they could get so rapidly 
through the scrubs. 

Could they get through at all ? Yes, with black troopers with them, as I propose. 
By Mr. Jones: What is the state of feeling among the blacks, are you aware, as com-

pared with what it was a few years ago—are they less afraid of the whites than they were 
prior to the disorganization of the Native Police Force taking place ? Judging from the 
frequency of outrages and murders on the Dawson, I should be inclined to believe they are 
less afraid of the whites than they were, and less under awe of punishment than they used to be. 

Do you think that feeling is an increasing one at the present time? I have no grounds 
upon which to offer an opinion on that point. 
6. I presume the blacks are still very numerous in the Northern Districts? Yes. 

87. Supposing this feeling of boldness were to grow on them, and lead to its natural conse- 
quences, do you not think it would require considerable expenditure of life and money to 
restore the state of things that now exists in those districts? Yes; I have no doubt of it. 
8S. Then you think it better to take eftective measures at once, to convince the blacks that 
any country the white people once take up they will keep? Yes; no doubt of it. The 
wisest and most humane system is at once to cause prompt punishment to follow all outrages. 

Do you think it possible that result can be arrived at, with the Native Police Force as 
at present organized? I think not. 

Then you believe it is absolutely necessary to reorganize this force without delay? Yes. 
By Mr. Donaldson: Public attention has been lately drawn to some very remarkable 

circumstances, namely, that the blacks in the Northern Districts, especially those about the 
Dawson, not only travel by night, and fight by night, but that the men separate from the 
women; and that tribes supposed to be hostile combine their fighting men for the purposes 
of aggression—have you in any way noticed these peculiarities? The combination of the 
tribes is new to me, and if it be true, it is a very dangerous feature in their character. 

You do not know that it is so? I do not; 
With regard to leaving their women? That I have seen—at least I know they do it 

when going to their own corroberies. 
Do you know anything about their attacking at night? That they do. 

5. That is a new feature, and a very dangerous one? It is. Formerly it was understood 
that superstition prevented them from attacking at night ; and they must either have out- 
grown that superstition, or these must be tribes that are not subject to it. 

By the Uhar,nan: Can you tell the Committee the amount of pay received by the Native 
Troopers? I think it is eighteen-pence a day, to cover their feeding and clothing. 

Should you recommend a difference of pay between the white and native troopers, on 
the new system you propose? Decidedly. I assume that the native trooper should get his 
eighteen-pence a day, as at present, and that the white trooper should get three shillings and 
sixpence a day, and rations. 

S. Do you anticipate that any feeling of jealousy would exist on account of the difference 
of wages? I think not at all. 

Would you recommend, as an immediate remedy, to prevent any more murders on the 
Dawson River, that a body of white troopers should be sent up, if possible, from Sydney? 
Doubtless that would be the best mode of providing for the present emergency that could be 
adopted, if they were men fitted for the bush. 

By Mr. J?ichardson: Would it not be desirable that they should be men accustomed 
to the bush? Decidedly it would be an advantage; but under the plan I was sketching an 
idea of, they would all undergo a training at head-quarters before being put to active service 
in the different districts. 

Supposing a number of Captain M'Lerie's men were sent, do you think they would be 
efficient at first? They would soon get into working order, if well commanded. 

Bq ilIr. Buckley: From your own knowledge of the disposition of the aborignes, should 
you imagine that these murders on the Dawson have been committed in consequence of too 
much freedom having been permitted with the blacks? I have never seen the blacks do 
mischief without some previous injury being inflicted on them by the whites. 

Are you aware whether there was any thing of the kind in these cases? No. 
But, from what you know of the blacks, you do not think they are likely to do it 

wantonly? As far as I have any knowledge of them, I should think not. 
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105. Bq Mr. Tuylor: Do you think the Commandant should habitually reside at the depot? Capt. M. C. 
After be has once formed his corps be would be at liberty to move about, and should do so 

Connell. 

eccasionally; but at the commencement I think his presence would be absolutely necessary 
at the head-quarters as he himself would be the very saul of the system to be established. 

17 June, 1858. 

103. By Mr. Buckley: I think you stated that Maryborough would be a good station for a 
detachment of this force—do you not think C ayndah would be better? No; the blacks are 
more troubesonie, and very numerous, at Maryborough. At Gayndah they have never been 

rouble.sorne. 

APPENDIX A. 

Ben ai'ks on the formation of a corps of Mounted Police for service on the Frontier 
Districts of New South Wales. 

I. There can be no doubt of the vast importance to the Northern Districts of this 
Colony, and to its pastoral interests generally, for the disposal of whose surplus stock these 
districts now form the chief outlet., of devising and carrying into execution, with as little 
delay as possible, some more efficient system for the protection of life and propei ty against 
aboriginal outrage than any which is now in operation. 

2. I have therefore much pleasure in laying before the Committee on Aboriginal 
Outrages on the Dawson River, in accordance with the promise I made when under examina-
iion, a carefully-prepared memorandum of what appears to me the best mode of providing a 
force adequate to the task of affording police protection to the frontier and disturbed 

districts. 
3. I believe the fundamental error in the constitution of the Native Police Force as 

it now exists, and the cause of its consequent inefficiency, to be the want of primary organi-
uation—that is to say, the institution of the corps without any organized and arranged 
system for its government and discipline, as well as the absence of any method in the drill 
and training of the officers and men who compose it. 

The more clothing and arming a certain number of undisciplined men, be they 
either whites or blacks, is not a sufficient preliminary precaution before you call upon them 
to perform duties which, alike important and arduous in their nature, require also skill and 
intelligence in their execution. It appears to me that all who, either as leaders or followers, 
are liable to be placed in such a position ought undoubtedly to be thoroughly grounded in a 
knowledge of the work they have to perform; and that such has not been the.case with the 
Native Police, is in my eyes quite a sufficient reason to account for the failure of that experi-
ment, notwithstanding the undoubted zeal and desire to succeed of many of the gentlemen 
appointed as officers. 

The great objects to be held in view in the organization of a body of armed men 
intended to act in concert for the accomplishment of any particular purposes are, in the first 
instance, to render each individual member of the force as expert in the use of the weapons 
entrusted to him as he is capable of becoming, and then, by establishing a system of united 
action, to give to the whole body a cohesion which shall make its operations the result of 
regulated efforts and not of occasional and isolated impulses—in fact, to establish individual 
efficiency and combined discipline. 

But to accomplish these ends it is absolutely necessary men should be brought 
under some more stringent laws than those which enforce the fulfilment of civil contracts; 
and as a preliminary measure to the organization of any armed force, laws should be passed 
authorizing enlistment, constituting tribunals for the trial of offences, and enacting summary 
punishments for infractions of discipline, and crimes which are more dangerous to the com-
munity when liable to be committed by men with arms in their hands, and assembled together 
in large numbers, than when springing from the actions of isolated individuals amongst the 

masses of society. 
For the particular purposes under the consideration of the Committee also, there 

ought to be a law empowering the Executive Government to proclaim any particular district 
in which frequent outrages occur as a " disturbed district," and to institute therein some 
more sumthary process for the trial and punishment of crimes of violence than a resort to the 
ordinary tribunals of the country will allow. 

With these protections from the Legislature—and I confess I think them very 
necessary ones—I apprehend there would be little difficulty in organizing an efficient force for 
the purposes contemplated by the Committee—the said force to consist of an admixture of 
Europeans and Aboriginals, in such proportions as may be determined on. 

9, In accordance with this view of the nature of the Force to be instituted, I have 
drawn out and append a detailed and numerical return of its strength and organization, and 
I add estimates of the probable amount of expenditure. 

I have already stated that I believe the great cause of the inefficiency of the 
Native Police, as now constituted, to be its want of organization and training; and I would 
here impress upon the consideration of the Committee the absolute necessity of giving to 
any body of men raised either to supplement or supersede that Force, time and opportunity 
to be brought together, trained, and organized, before being called on to enter on their 
duties; and I should say, considering the small numbers to be drilled and disciplined, six 
months from the time the recruits are brought together might be the period allowed for 
this purpose. 

A primary consideration, also, with reference to the future efficiency of this Force, 
will be the choice of the localities in which recruiting for aboriginal troopers is to take 
place; and I would recommend recourse should be bad to districts as far removed as possible 
from those in which the men are to be called upon to serve. I believe the Namoi, Gwydir, 
and older settled western country generally, would afford thebest description of recruits. 
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Capt. M. C. 12. With regard to the European troopers, they must of course be, in the fist instance, 
U Uonnel). obtained in Sydney; and so soon as a sufficient number are engaged, I would recommend 

their being despatelied by sea to the spot which may be determined on as the central depOt June, 1858. for the cor1  s; and I wouid suggest for this purpose the neighbourhood of Port Curtis, on the 
banks of the Calliope River, as strategically the best point to select, and as affording many 
facilities for the transport of supplies; it being quite possible to choose a spot having, with 
every other advantage of soil and situation, water carriage to the very depot itself. 

The place having been decided on, no time ought to be lost in commencing the 
erection of the necessary buildings, and fencing in about 2,000 acres of land. 

This being the central depOt of the corps, all horses purchased will have to be 
brought there in the first instance, to be broken in and iraii:ed ; all hortes sick or disabled 
will be left there for treatment or recovery ; and detached sections will occasionally be 
brought in to recruit the condition of. horses overworked and requiring rcst For these 
purposes, and to prevent the straying of horses to be an impediment to operations when a 
party happens to be suddenly called on for duty, I think the provision of a few good paddocks 
absolutely essential, and I propose 2000 acres as affording pasturage for about 200 horses. 

The buildings which would be required would, I presume, be nearly as under 
One Commandant's quarters. 
Six Officers' quarters, with mess-room and kitchen. 
Barrack accommodation for about 60 men, with hospital. 
Stabling for, say 30 horses; and 
A guard-house and cells. 

But. as these needs only be constructed of cheap materials (slabs and shingles) I have no 
doubt the entire expense of buildings and fencing would not exceed £,00. 

Whilst theso buildings are in course of construction, the organization and training 
of such men as had been engaged could be going on—they being under temporary huts in 
the meanwhile; and as successive drafts of aboriginal recruits could be obtained, I would 
propose they likewise should be forwarded vd Sydney to their destination by sea. 

The Committee will perceive I have included in my estimate an expenditure on 
account of a band for this force; and I will explain why I consider this necessary. 

It must be recollected that the duty on which these men are to be engaged is of the 
most monotonous description, entailing much fatigue, discomfort, and privation; that a great 
deal of that duty, and a. very important portion of it, viz., the patrols, has to be performed by 
small sections of the corps, released from all observation of their superiors; and that it is 
of the highest importance, to ensure the diligent performance of its duties, to create in this 
body of men an esj,))-qt dc cwps. In fact, to lead each individual member of it to feel and 
act as belonging to a body whose general character be knows to be affected by his conduct. 

Now, to create this feeling, and train it to its best uses in incitement to a zealous 
discharge of duty in support of the character of the corps with which the individual is 
connected, it is ilecessiry to give him some pride in the connection itsef—some idea he 
belongs to a body whose services are important to the public; and with a corps such as that 
I am now contemplating the formation of, I know of no measure I could s'Jggest as more 
calculated to produce the desired effect than that of attaching a band to its head-quarters. 

The depressing influence of a monotonous routine of duties carried on from 
year's end to year's end, in the most desolate and thinly peopled portions of the eountry 
ought likewise to be taken into consideration, as the most energetic individual organization 
is liable to become broken down and stale under such a pressure. I believe the stimulus 
given to the spirits of the men by marching out a section to its hush duties, or marching 
one in for occasional rest or relaxation, with a band of music at its head, would do more 
good in the maintenance of discipline and zeal than would a whole volume of written com-
mendation, or an hour's verbal praise. 

I think also a band would have a great attraction for the blacks, and render 
recruiting much more successful. But although I look upon the expense as not to be weighed 
in the balance with the god which may be anticipated from this measure as a means to an 
end, this item can be struck out of the estimate, without directly affecting the other portions 
of it, if the Committee see fit so to do. 

I must remark, likewise, that I have provided, on " the establishment of the 
corps," for fifteen supernumeraries (dismounted)___whom I mean as " men in training to 
supply vacancies," " Officers servants," and generally to perform any services which might 
otherwise withdraw effectives from field duties. 

The total aniival expense, therefore, of this Force, according to my estimate, 
would be about £16,446 7s Gd., irrespective of the pay of the Commandant, which I have 
hot ifli3luded, as its amount would have to be decided on by Government, under many con-
siderations I am unable to take into account; but whatever this item may be fixed at, it is 
evident that even with an improved constitution of the Force, by the reversal of the pro-
portion I have taken of Aboriginals to Europeans, and employing eighty of the latter to 
forty of the former, the annual expenditure may yet be kept a good deal within £20,000, 
and the Colony be provided with a body of men in every way adequate to the performance 
of their duties, and who would form a nucleus for extension in the event of any sudden. 
emergency requiring us to arm hastily for defence against hostile attack from without. 

I have added, also, an estimate of the preliminary expenses which will 
unavoidably have to be incurred crc the Force can be brought into working order; and it 
only remmins for me to point out that, in the event of any such plan as that 1 have suggested 
being adopted, it would be necessary to make provision for the gradual absorption of the 
officers and men of the present Native Police into the new corps. 

M. C. O'CONNELL, 
June 24th, 1858. 

APPENDIX 
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APPENDIX B. Capt. M. C. 
O'ConneU. 

PROPOSED Strength and Establishment of a Corps of Mounte'd Police for service on the 
Frontier Districts of New South Wales. 17 .li,n 19 

Rejiniental Staff:- 
1 Commandant ... ... ... ... 
1 Adjutant and Hiding Master, per annum ... ... ... 365 0 0 
1 Paymaster, ,, .•. ... ... 365 0 0 

1 Surgeon, 1 •.. ... ... 365 0 0 
1 Sergeant-Major, ,, ... ... ... 150 0. 0. 

1 Saddle Sergeant, ,, ... ... ... 120 0 0 
2 Farriers, at 3s. 6d., per diem, each ... ... ... ... 127 15 0 
4 Rough-riders, do. do. ... ... ... ... 255 10 0 

Establiskmenl of 2 Troops or Divisions of 60 effectives each, irrespeetve 
of 1\Ton_comrnissioaecl Officers and Supernumeraries:- 

2 Officers commanding divisions, £450 each ... ... ... 900 0 0 
4 Subalterns, at £300 each ... ... ... ... ... 1,200 0 0 
2 Troop Sergeant-Majors, at £120 each ... ... ... 240 0 0 
12 Pay Sergeants, ,, ,, ... .. ... 240 0 0 
40 European Troopers, at 3s. 6d per diem, each ... ... 2,555 0 0 
15 European Supernumeraries, do. do. ... ... 1,058 2 6 
80 Aboiiginal Troopers, at is. Gd. do. do. ... ... 2,190 0 0 
Extra pay of is. per diem to 20 Sergeants ... ... ... 365 0 0 

Total of Pay ... .:. £10,496 7 6 

Band:- 
1 Bandmaster, and 12 Bandsmen ... ... ... ... 1,000 10 0 

Contingent Expenses :— - 
80 Rations—allowane in lieu of, at Is each, per diem... ... 1,460 0 0 
Annual Clothing, say... ... ... ... ... ... 1,400 0 0 
Remounts and Contingencies... . . .- ... ... ... 1,000 0 0 
Forace ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,000 0 0 

.16,446 7 6 

Extra expense of 40 Europeans in lieu of 40 black trJopers. . .1,49000 

£17,936 7 6 

APPENDIX C. 

ESTIMATED amount of preliminary expenses in raising Frontier Mounted Police. 

Purchase of Horses ... ... ... ... 5,000 0 0 
Recruiting  Expenses ... ... ... ... 2,000 0 0 
Buildings and Fences ... ... ... ... 5,000 0 0 
Arms and Aceoutremdnts ... ... ... 2,000 0 0 
Forage, first year, extra ... ... ... 2,000 0 0 
Six months Pay and Allowances, say ... ... 8,000 0 0 

£24,000 0 0 

MEMO.-.—Say this expenditure amounts to £30000. I think it might be very properly 
covered by a loasi, to be raised for this purpose ; and which loan might be gradually 
paid 0ff by a ligit assessment on the property to be protected. 

Probable distribution of Frontier Mounted Police, for 1858. 

- 2 a 
STATIoNs.  

I w g 

E- E4:f 

68 
25 
10 
10 
13 
12 
22 

U. r,n UJ. ..................... .... I ... I I  •.. 10 

TOTAL .......... .... . 1 316 13 2 4 110. 

Under ordinary circumstances, each dctachmct would be four months at Head Quarters, and eight 
months at &ut-stations, during the year. 

331—B FRIDAY, 

1. Head Quarters ................I 1 3 i 4 ... 30 10 13 2 4 
2.Taroom ........................ 2 1 1 20 2 

10 I Condamirie ..................................... 
Rannes ............................ ... ....... ... 10 

.5.Nanango ........ ... ........ ....1...Il... 1.1OI1  

............ 

i\laryborough ................... ... I ... ... 10 1 
Brisbane ......................... ... 1 ... .. '20 1 a ill 
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FRIDAY, 18 JUNE, 1858. 

Uvtøent :— 
Mu. IIODGSON, Mu. RIChARDSON, 
Ma. JONES, Na. CR11111, 
Mit. TAYLOR, I Ma. BUCKLEY, 

Ma. FORSTER. 

ARTHUR HOBUSON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

William Forster, Esq., M. P., a Member of the Committee, examined in his place :- 

Wm. Forster, 1. By the Ohairman: I believe you were resident for some time in the Northern Districts ? 
Eq., M.P. I was a resident in the Northern Districts for thirteen or fourteen years—about eight years 

on the Clarence, and five or six at Wide Bay. 
18 June, 1858. 2. During that time, I presume, you had many opportunities of knowing the manners and 

customs of the aborigines? Yes; not only from my residence there, but throuch my inter-
course with the natives in other parts of the Colony, I have a tolerable knowledge of their 
manners and customs. 
You have heard of the murders that have recently been committed in the Northern 

Districts ? Yes; I may say they are notorious., I have learnt them from the newspapers, 
and also from conversation with gentlemen from that quarter. 
To what cause do you attribute those murders? I should say murders of that kind must 

always be expected on the frontier of a Colony like this, more or lcss. The great number 
of murders committed recently may be owing to peculiar causes; but that murders must 
occur in taking up new country, by collisions between the whites and the aborigines, is a 
necessity almost of that sort of colonization. 
Do you not attribute these numerous murders to the inefficient state of the Native Police? 

I should not be inclined to come to that conclusion without being on the spot, to feel certain 
of their being caused by the inefficiency of the Native Police; because I am satisfied that, 
no matter how you organize any force on the border, enterprising men, induced by the large 
profit, or appearance of profit, held out in undertakings of the kind, will always go beyond 
any protection the Government can give them; and, in that case, murders will be committed 
by the natives, and upon the natives, in spite of any force you can organize. It appears to 
me, however, that the number of murders that have recently occurred on the Upper Dawson 
are rather more than we should be warranted in expecting under the circumstances; and 
I should be inclined to draw the conclusion from that, either that there is some want of 
efficient protection, or that the squatters have been led to rely on the Native Police more 
than they ought to do. But it is difficult for any one at this distance to come to the 
conclusion that the inefficiency of the force is the actual cause of the murders, without 
knowing more of the circumstances. It seems to me, that the circumstance to be taken 
into consideration, is the relative proportion of these murders to what we may expect. 
I believe some murders must occur; but there seems to have been a large number of murders 
lately, and certainly a larger number than generally occur in other places. 
Were the Native Police in the Northern Districts when you were residing there? Yes. 
Who was the Commandant then? Mr. Walker. 
Was it an efficient force at that time? I should say it was certainly not an efficient force, 

in this sense, that it did not seem to me to do all the good that might have been done with 
it; but I should be sorry to say it did not do some good, for I believe almost the most 
inefficient force that you can have will to a certain extent control the outrages of the natives. 
But I believe that force has never been, properly speaking, efficient; I believe it has never 
done as much as might reasonably have been expected from the amount of money expended 
upon it.' 
Could you suggest any improvement in the formation of the force? I consider that one 

of the most difficult questions we have to deal with is, the mode of rendering a force of that 
sort efficient. I believe one reason of its inefficiency is, in some degree, (1 may say this is a 
conclusion at which I have arrived on reflection,) attributable to the peculiar character of the 
first Commandant, and the difficulty of supplying his place with.another man of his peculiar 
characteristics. He was, I believe, a man of some natural ability, but I think his talent in 
dealing with these blacks has been somewhat overrated because it appeared to me that his 
control over them was owing rather to his having lived on familiar terms with a large number 
of the men under his command in other districts before they were enlisted in the Native 
Police. 
To what part of the Colony do you allude when you say Mr. Walker lived with these 

men on familiar terms? He was resident in the south-western districts—in the districts, 
I believe about the Edward River; and there he had the means, for a long time before be 
was appointed to the office of Commandant, of becoming very familiar with the particular 
individuals who were appointed to his force. 1 do not want to deny his talent; but I think 
his influence over the men composing the Native Police Force arose a good deal from his 
previous acquaintance with the individuals who were then appointed to his force. They, no 
question, had acquired a certain respect for his character, and received commands from him 
which were carried out without any derogation from his authority, notwithstanding the 
familiar terms on which be lived with them. From what I have gathered of his dealing with 
these natives, it would appear that Mr. Walker was extraordinarily familiar with them. He 
was more familiar than we should consider it right to be with servants, for instance—be 
treated them almost as friends; and thus, when be was removed from the force, there arose 
a peculiar difficulty in supplying his place. He was dismissed, no doubt, quite rightly by the 
Government; for, notwithstanding his abilities, his conduct was such that no Government 
could have retained him in office with any propriety. My belief indeed is, that they grossly 

neglected 
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neglected their duty in not having dismissed him three years before. For the reasons I have WTh Forse, 

stated, I infer that the terms on which he lived with these natives placed a peculiar difficulty 
on the officers who caine into the command afterwards. They found themselves unable to 
enforce their authority over men with whom they were unacquainted individually. They 18 June 18. 
had been accustomed to notice the familiar terms on which i1r. Walker lived with the men, 
and they, in most eases, fell in to the error of carrying on the same familiar intercourse ; but., 
owing to their being deficient in those peculiar qualities which Mr. Walker possessed, it 
resulted in making them objects of contempt to their men. I believe that was the ease with 
a great number of the young officers who bad charge of the men afterwards. The conse-
quence was, that the force became disorganized, and the men came to obey or not to obey 
orders according to their own will and pleasure. Every man most see that under such a state 
of things nothing could result but complete disorgapization; and the evils thus produced 
were not remedied by the measures taken by the Police authorities. They attempted then to 
organize a force out of the natives who were close at hand. They could not go back to the 
Edward River—probably they had not time; and if they had they would only have enlisted 
a number of new men not acquainted with the officers, and who would probably not have 
obeyed them much better. But they fell into the worse error of employing a number of men 
in the districts close at hand, and that completed the disorganization, and led to consequences 
that were very injurious ; because these men carried on an intercourse with the tribes from 
'which they were taken, and used their police authority to exercise a kind of tyranny over 
the tribes, without, at the same time, rendering much assistance to the squatters. Another 
circumstance that tended to the disorganization of the force was, that there was a sort of 
trade in the women of the different tribes by these Native Police. Wherever they came into 
a new district a number of young women of the tribes were brought forward and placed at 
their disposal—at least they lived in their camps. Wherever they went they were always. 
surrounded by a number of these women, who always act as emissaries between the wild 
tribes and those with whom they want to deal. The consequence of all these things was, 
that the Native Police enforced their authority only at their own option. The officers had 
hardly any power over them, and whatever good they did was greatly curtailed. I will 
not say that even under these circumstances they did not effect some good; but still the 
inefficiency of the force was greatly increased, and its disorganization completed; for it has, 
up to the present time, been in a thorough state of disorganization. 

Could you state to the Committee any views you may entertain as to the best means of 
ameliorating the present condition of the force? Having stated what appear to me to have 
been the peculiar causes of its disorganization, I may say that the subject is an exceedingly 
difficult one, and that any suggestions I make I offer with great diffidence. I have thought, 
that., in order to enable the officers to obtain any authority over these blacks, they must always 
have a certain number of white men acting with them ; and it appears to me that they 
might be associated in the proportion of, say, half white troopers, or two white troopers to 
three natives. I state this proportion with the greatest diffidence, because it is a mere matter 
of detail; but, having stated that a great part of the disorganization of the present force arises 
from the absence of authority on the part of the officers over their men, it appears to me that 
there must be some white men in the force in order to give them confidence. I think that young 
men placed in the circumstances that the officers of the Native Police now are, would be very 
likely to feel themselves in a great degree at the mercy of their men ; and placing a certain 
number of white men among the blacks—perhaps in some position of authority over them—
would go far to the root of that portion of the evil that we are at present considering. The 
proportion is a difficult point, however. I should be inclined to make it such as would give 
the officers full confidence in dealing with their men, but not so great as entirely to get rid 
of these blacks as an essential part of the force. I have heard it suggested that they should 
only be retained as trackers; but I think they should be retained as troopers, not altogether 
on account of the good they dQ, but because I think the idea of a Native Police Force is 
likely to be beneficial to the blacks themselves. It has done good, and, if the force could 
have been kept under control, would have done more good. Its effect upon the men enlisted, 
I think, has been beneficial. They seem to be a better race than the wild men they were 
taken from. The vanity of each individual is affected by having an uniform, and being made 
a soldier of, and an esprit ,'le cops is formed among them. Besides all this, I think they are 
able to act against the blacks in the scrubs better than white men would. The pursuit in a 
scrub is a very difficult matter. No white man with his clothes on, or even without them, 
could get through the scrubs with anything like a chance of overtaking the blacks; but the 
Native Police throw their clothes off, and very often come up with them. The pursuit of 
certain of time wild tribes—when pursuit is necessary—cannot well be effected without a 
certain proportion of these black troopers, because in the country to the northward these 
scrubs are frequent., and therefore I should be sorry to see them done away with altogether. 

.B1 AIr. 1?clmardson You seem to think a great deal of the disorganization of the Native 
Police has arisen from the connection of the black troopers with the women of the tribes? 
Yes; I believe that has been carried on to a great extent. 
Do you think the same would be the case with white men ? I have not the slightest 

doubt intercourse of the same kind would occur, but not to the same extent; at all events, 
not to the same dangerous extent. I cannot believe white men would be influenced in the 
discharge of their duty in the same way as the blacks are. In most eases these men are 
dealing with their own tribes, or allies of their own tribes, for there are alliances between 
these tribes extending over large tracts of country. 

B1 Air. Jones : 'Where the troopers were white men, the women could not act as 
emissaries? No. 
lo. By i1f'i. Riclsordson: Do you think a lieutenant in command of a division would have 
much power over the white men under him? He would not feel the fear that an inexperienced 
young man must feel when placed among a number of armed savages. 

16. 
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%Vrn. F'orster, 16. By the Chairman: Would you have any special law put in force for the control of the 
Esq., M.P. kind of force you propose? It has been suggested by a very inteliirent gentleman, Mr. 

William Archer—wlic'se evidence would be of great use to the Committe—and I think the 
18 June, 1858. suggestion is a very excellent one :—that if we employ black troopers, there should be a law 

passed to subject them to some kind of military authority, in the same way as the Sepoys in 
India, and the Kaffirs at the Cape. As I have said, I believe this experiment of a Native 
Police is useful to the natives themselves; and I think the advantages derived from it may 
be greatly increased by making it a legal body. At present it is my opinion that giving arms 
to the blacks is a direct violation of the law as it stands. 

In the event of the proposal to associate some white troopers with the blacks being 
carried out, in the proportion of two whites to three blacks, do you think it would 
be advisable to discharge the black troopers at present employed ? Of course their first 
enlistment ought to be voluntary; and to carry out that principle it would not be right 
to retain their services, unless they were willing to remain under the new system. If they 
were willing to remain, I would let them do so. But I would in no case employ native 
troopers in the districts from which they came. It is not enough to go over a range or river 
and take them from a different tribe, because, from my knowledge of tile blacks in the 
Northern Districts, I believe I may say that alliances between the tribes extend in some 
cases along extensive tracts of the country, whereas a single range will sometimes disconnect 
them altogether. I believe a dialect that is common to a great number of tribes extends all 
the way along the cotist from Clarence River to Wide Bay; but when you go inland you meet 
with a totally different dialect. Wherever these common words occi4r, common intercourse 
and alliances take place. I know this to be a fact, that young men from: the tribes will go 
from one tribe to another, until they reach tribes whoe language they scarcely know; and 
they get wives from these tribes, and go back afterwards. I think it ought to be a rule 
never to employ any natives who may be enlisted in the force within reach of their own 
tribes, or those with whom they may be in alliance. 

Where would you propose getting them from? I have no doubt plenty of blacks could 
be got from the Murrumbidgee and the adjacent districts. Nor do I see any great danger in 

getting them from the Clarence; for, although certain Clarence River words are known to 
the blacks at Wide Bay, I do not thence infer any great connection between the tribes. 
These words are probably carried from tribe to tribe by young men wandering, as I have just 
stated. Still, a certain degree of connection and alliance is thus kept up. 

Bq Mr. Jone.c: Have you any knowledge of the conduct of the black troopers in engage-
ments with the wild tribes? I have no personal knowledge, but my impression is, that it is 
impossible to restrain them when once an affray takes place, and particularly when a single 
young officer is placed at the head of a large number of these troopers Any one may see at 
once that it is quite impossible for him to have his orders executed when a melSe takes place. 
No doubt in many cases the discretion of the officer regulates the period of attack ; but after 
the affray commences, you cannot blame him if he cannot restrain his men. I think the 
circumstance of having a number of white troopers, even if they were not able in certain 
dases to follow the wild tribes, would still have the effect of controlling the native troopers. 
1 gather from what you say, that in consequence of the employment of these black 

troopers, when an affray takes place there is greater sacrifice of human life than there would 
be if white men were employed, from the impossibility of restraining the black troopers? I 
think so. I think the presence of white troopers would enable the officer in command to do 
just what he wanted to do, and no more. We know that it is hardly possible to restrain 
even civiliaed soldiers when they are excited. In the siege of a town, for instance, no 
commanding officer can prevent his men from carrying on slaughter after the necessity for it 

has ceased. 
2 l. The white troopers would be more able to answer signals? Yes; they would be more 
under control, for two reasons ;—because, in the first place, they understand that there is a 
possibility of their being called to account afterwards ; and also because, being human beings 
of a superior order, they are less impulsive than the blacks, and more able to keep their 
passions under control. 
Do you believe it is at all possible to insure, as a rule, any proper degree of discipline 

and control amongst a force composed entirely of natives? I think it is exceedingly difficult. 
I believe it was done by Mr. Walker, in the way I ha e stated—that he had an individual 
knowledge of these men which gave him a control over them that it would be almost impossible 
for another officer to acquire. 

Taking the average class of officers, do you believe they would be ab'e to obtain an effec-
tive control over their troopers, and get them into a proper state of discipline, if there were 
none but blacks in the force? I believe men generally would not do it. 
It would only be in special cases, where men like Mr. Walker happened to be in com-

mand, that such a body could be retained in a state of discipline? If Mr. Walker llmmself 
had engaged a number of new troopers, unio.o he had retained a good many of the old ones, 
I doubt whether he could have done what lie did with them; because he would not have had 
the same individual familiarity with them that lie had with those who first joined him. 
Do you believe that a snialier white force would be as effective in repressing and prevent-

ing outrage as a larger force of black troopers? I think that would depend on the manage- 

ment. 
Supposing them to be equally well managed? A white force do you mean, without any 

blacks ? 
Either a wholly white force, or a force ii which the whites were sufficiently prodonim-

nating to give the officers effective control. I think a force of that kind would he more effec-
tive, for the reason I have stated,— that there would be a superior control over it in the hands 
of the officers. I believe the efficiency of a force like the present, depends a great deal on the 
humour and caprice of these blacks. The officer in command cannot control them unless they 

happen 
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happen to be in a good temper. Many cases have been stated to me in which the officer Wm. Forster, 
could not do with his men as he liked. Esq., M.P. 

28. Then you believe a white force, or a forca composed to a considerable extent of wiutes, 
would be much more effective in proportion to its numbers than a black force? I believe it 18 June, 1858. 

would. 
:29. Do you think the fact of the employment of a considerable number of white men as a 
,frontier force would have a moral effect in restraining the wild tribes from aggression ? I 
think it would, because it would make the force more efficient, and the efficiency of the force 
is of a great consequence in producing a moral effect. 
30. The blacks would be more apprehensive, if white men where employed against them, 
that they would he followed up more systematically? They would be followed up more 
systeniatieal1y in all cases; and I believe the punishment is more effective where it is certain. 
It is an old maxim, that it is not the severity, but the certainty of punishment that deters. 
$1. Then you believe, I presume, that if a considerable proportion of whites be infused into 
the frontier force, a less number of men than are now employed would be able to do the work 
more efficiently? That is, supposing the present number is a sufficient number, or ought to 
be sufficient if they were effective. I have heard it said that the present number is not 
sufficient; but I believe, whatever may be the number, there will always be some murders by 
the blacks, because enterprising men will always go beyond any protection that can be 
afforded them. 
32. Bt, the Oh airman: Do you think any jealousy would be caused among the black troopers 
by this amalgamation of white men with them? Possibly there might be some jealousy 
among those formerly employed; but., I presunle, that if any difficulty should arise from that 
cause, it might be remedied by getting rid of all the individuals at present employed, and 
introducing others, with vboni there would be no difficulty of that kind, because from the 
first they would he placed in subordination to the white men. 
33 Would you recommend that the Commandant should have the sole appointment of 
officers, or that it should rest with the Government, as at present? I consider it a dangerous 
power to give to any officer in command of a force at a long distanee. Take the example of 
Mr. Walker: Supposing he had had the appointment of his officers, I think the evils which 
were caused by his conduct would only have been enhanced. It was his virtual irresponsibility 
that made him so bad an officer. I believe if he had felt himself fully responsible, and had 
been made so by the Government, he would not have committed the excesses he did. But 
his want of responsibility made him, in fact, entirely regardless of opinion—of what was said 
or done respeting him; and I think if he had had greater power, in the way you speak of, 
it would only have increased the evils complained of. I will not say, that if you once get 
a good Commandant you might not give him that power; but I would always leave a veto 
in the hands of the Government. 
By Mr. Jones: Would you make him like the heads of other departments are now in 

this respect—giving him the privilege of recommending his officers, but leaving the actual 
appointment in the hands of the Government? I think he should have the same power 
over his officers out there as the commanding officer of a body of troops has; but I would 
not give him the final power. 

By Mr. Richardson: You are awar& that the present Commandant., Captain Morissett, 
urges as one reason why he cannot get on, his not having the power to choose his own officers? 
I have heard that that is the case. 

Do you think it would be desirable to choose men who had been accustomed to a bush 
life? I would not carry out a rule of that kind rigidly. I have great faith in the appoint-
ment of young men—if you select them well, they can be trained to do anything. Men 
who have been squatters, although very expert bushmen, might be unfit for the office in many 
ways; and there are others who would make very good officers. I would not follow any rule 
of that kind. I would give the Commandant great liberty in appointing and suspending his 
officers, but I would not give him any final power. - 
B, .ihIr. Jones : Do you think troopers, whether white or black, or officers, are fit to 

undertake the duties devolving on a frontier force without some previous teaching and 
training? Generally speaking, I should say not; because, if discipline be necessary in an 
army, I do not see wily it should not be necessary also in a force of this kind. As a general 
rule, some degree of training is necessary for every occupation. 
Do you not think it quite as necessary to train and discipline these men as ordinary 

military bodies? I think they could not be well managed without some training. But in 
eases of emergency we have young recruits enlisted and sent out, and they get trained on the 
spot. Perhaps the best training is actual service. 

Even these young troops undergo some preliminary training? I think that so far as 
preliminary training is necessary in military matters it would be so in this. 

Do you think it desirable, with a view to the efficiency of this force, that there should 
be some kind of central depOt established, to which the officers as well as the men should be 
sent to acquire the necessary training to make them effective? I think that is a matter of 
detail; but I see many advantages that might be derived from such a central depOt, though 
I am afraid it would be found very expensive. If a thing of the kind be determined upon, 
it should be on the frontier, not in the neighbourhood of Maryborough or Brisbane, or any 
such places. I think a plan of that kind would be reasonable under certain limits. 

Do you not think an officer should be stationed at this depOt, whose duty, like that of 
an adjutant, should be to discipline and teach the raw recruits sent to the depot? I think so. 

By .tIIr. Crmbb: Do you happen to know, from circumstances within your own knowledge, 
whether any of these murders and outrages have been committed by any disbanded troopers 
or deserters? I have no knowledge of that; I am inclined to doubt whether it is so. 

By the Clsaiimnan: From your knowledge of the Northern Districts, could you point out 
to the Committee the spot where you think such a depot as that you have just spoken of 

331—E could 
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Wm. Forster, could be best placed? It should be always on the frontier. As the Colony is now situated, 
Esq, M.P. I think it should be on the Fitz Roy hirer. I should put a depot of that kind in the very 
---' middle of the districts requiring protection. If any good effect is to be produced by the 

18 June, 1858. employment of the force, a portion of that effect would be derived from the circumstance of 
the depOt being placed there. 
44. The head-quarters would naturally be at the depOt? I think the head-quarters ought 
to be moved, like any other portion of the force, from time to time. 
43. By ll'. Rieha,/sna: Do you think the blacks who have deserted have taken their fire-
arms with them ? I have underst nd that some of them have run away with their arms 
from WTide  Bay; but guns would never be much use to them, particularly. after their 
ammunition was spent; they would not keep them clean. 

By the Chairman : What immediate remedy would you suggest to stay these outrages in 
the Dawson District? I can think of nothing, excepting making the force efficient. If that. 
cannot be done immediately, I can propose nothing. 

And you think the way to make the force efficient would be to amalgamate it with a 
white force ? That is the only suggestion I can make. I made a suggestion to the former 
Committee, to the effect that a power of reporting, without interfering with the operations of 
the police, ought to be vested in the Benches of Magistrates. I think the Government would 
be able to place reliance on their reports. 
By Jib.. Jones : Do you think it desirable that any white force should be immediately 

despatched from Sydney to the districts where the murders have recently taken place, with-
out waiting for the reorganization of the Native Police—for instance, do you think it might 
be advisable to send a picked detachment of some dozen or twenty of the Sydney Police, 
taking care to select men to some extent accustomed to the bush, to co-operate with the 
Native Police in putting down these disturbances? I think a dozen or twenty would be too 
many, almost. I think if you send five or six good troopers it would have a good effect. 

To act in conjunction with the black troopers? Yes. 
By dim. Taylor: The presence of these men would give the officers more confidence? 

Yes I mean it as an immediate measure. 
By ,Mi. ,Jones Do you think half-a-dozen well armed and mounted white men would 

besitate in facing any number of the wild blacks? In my opinion, four well arhned men 
might go from Wide Bay to Port Essington, and be in no dangei from the blacks. 

By iJii. Grill: Do you think half-a-dozen white men, with a few blacks as scouts, would 
be more efficient than a detachment of twelve of the present Native Police ? I think 
every white man should be attached to two blacks, and that the operations of a force of that 
kind would be greatly assisted by an arrangement of that sort; because a division often takes 
place when the force is actively employed. No troop of this kind acts in a body. It is not 
like a phalanx or a legion. I would give the white men a sort of authority over the blacks; 
and in certain extreme cases, where a blackfellow had been a long time in the force, and his 
character was well known, it might exercise a good effect if you gave him promotion. We 
know black men are often placed in the same positions of confidence as white men, where we 
know them well; and I think in some cases, a very well known individual might be rewarded 
by giving him the same authority as you would give to one of the white troopers over the 
blacks. It would have a good effect, as holding out something to these men to look forward to. 

TUESDAY, 22 JUNE, 1858. 

rcent :— 
MR. FORSTER., Mu. RICHARDSON, 
MR. HODGSON, MR. DONALDSON, 
MR. TAYLOR, MR. COWPER. 

ARTIITR IIOIDGSON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

William Archer, Esq., called in and examined :- 

W. Archer, 1. By the Chairman: You are a resident in the Northern Districts ? Yes, at Tracemere, on 
Esq. the Fitz Roy River. 

-'------. 2. How far is that from Roekhampton ? Five miles. 
22 June, 1858. 3. And from Gladstone ? About seventy. 

You have had great experience in forming stations in new districts ? Yes, I have had 
some experience. I have been at the forming of four stations. 
In what districts ? In the districts of Moreton Bay, Burnett, and Port Curtis. 
Is not your station on the Fitz Roy the farthest out at present? No; there are two others 

beyond us. 
You have had many opportunities of becoming acquainted with the habits of the native 

blacks? Yes. 
Can you draw any distinction between the blacks to the northward and the blacks in the 

Burnett District ? No, not a decided distinction; but I can draw a very decided distinction 
between the blacks to the westward of Sydney, on Liverpool Plains for instance, and those on 
the Fitz Roy. I think the blacks on the Fitz Roy are a much lower caste—a more savage 
and a more treacherous race of people than those to the westward of Sydney. I may mention 
that I have also had great experience in the districts to the westward of Sydney, having 
resided there for ten years, and formed stations there. 
Are the blacks on the Fitz Roy a stronger race of men? I do not think they are physically 

stronger; but they are more treacherous, and less to be depended upon. It is more difficult 
to attach them in any way. 
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Do you believe they are very numerous in the Northern Districts? They are exceedingly W. Archer, 
numerous in the neighbourhood of our station, and I think I may say generally along the Lsq. 

coast to the northward. . 
Had you any serious difficulties with the natives in forming your last station ? There 22 June, 1858. 

was a difficulty, not with ourselves, but with a Mr. Elliot, who was located on the run for 
same time he was attacked by the blacks; one of his men was killed, and lie was himself 
speared in several places, and otherwise injured very considerably. That was the only col- 
lision that has happened on our run that 1 am aware of. 

What is the nature of the country to the northward? A very large portion of it is 
covered with briclow and vine scrub, particularly the valley of the Mackenzie. The open 
country consists of undulating ridges, timbered with box and silver-leaved iron-bark. 

Can the natives easily escape from pursuit, after committing murder or outrage, in 
consequence of the scrubby nature of the country? They have very great facilities of 
escaping, owing to the mountainous nature of some parts of the country, and the exceeding 
density of the scrubs. It is with great difficulty, in some districts, that the blacks can be 
followed. 

You are aware that several murders have been committed on the Dawson River by the 
blacks? Yes. 

Have you ever been there? No, 
Can you suggest any reason to the Committee for the numerous murders that have been 

committed? The only reason I can give is, that the blacks are fond of getting sheep and 
cattle. When gathered together, as they sometimes are, in exceedingly large numbers, their 
food frequently becomes scarce, from their being in the same neighbourhood for a great length 
of time; they see quantities of sheep and cattle roaming about, and they prefer them to the 
difficulty of getting food tbr themselves according to their usual methods; they therefore 
attack and kill the shepherds for the sake of getting the sheep. Then there is retaliation, 
and thus the thing goes on. 

Do you consider that the blacks have been emboldened by success? I have not had 
much opportunity of knowing, for there have been no depredations committed in the imme-
diate neighbourhood of our stations. I have not come in cantact with the tribes that have 
been committing violence. 

They are to the west and south-west of you? Yes. There is no doubt, as a general rule, 
that the blacks become emboldened by success. If they commit a murder, and are not 
severely punished for it, they become emboldened. 

Have you had any opportunities of noticing how the Native Police Force has been 
constituted of late? Yes; I have had considerable means of seeing a good deal of the 
working of them, having had head-quarters on two of our stations. 
2. Will you state to the Committee your opinion of the present state of that force? To do 
that, it is almost necessary to go back for some time. I believe that the force under Mr. 
Frederick Walker was originally very effective; but, from certain reasons in his own conduct, 
I believe the force was afterwards considerably reduced in efficiency. Subsequently, when 
the force was under the management of Mr. Marshall, I have reason to believe that his hands 
were very much tied by the Government, by tle reduction of the force, and in a great many 
different ways; he could not act independently, and the the force became very much reduced 
both in numbers and efficiency Since the appointment of Mr. Morissett, I think he has 
not yet had time to organize the force. I think, from what I have heard him state myself, 
that he would, in time, take the proper steps to do so; which, I may mention to the 
Committee, 1 think to be, that troopers should be raised from very distant parts of the 
country—not less than five or six hundred miles away from the districts in which they are 
to be employed—and that they should be put under some kind of military law, so that it 
would be possible to keep them under some kind of subordination, as they are very apt to 
run away from their officers. 

You mention the efficiency of Mr. Walker's police —? Yes, in the beginning, when 
he first brought them up there. 

To what cause do you attribute that efficiency? He had a peculiar tact, I think, with 
the blacks. 

Are you aware where these troopers came from in the first instance? I was told they 
came from the neighbourhood of the Edward River. 

Are you aware that many of them were personally known to Mr. Walker before he took 
them to the north? I have reason to believe they were. 

Would not that previous knowledge materially assist Mr. Walker in the conduct of his 
force? No doubt of it. 

From your observation, would you say the troopers were attached to Mr. Walker? I - 
should say so, decidedly, when he first came up there. 

And his removal from the command would naturally cause desertion on the part of many 
of his troopers? Yes, I should say it would, as no person was found immediately to take 
his place who had the same influence or opportunities of getting men previously attached to him. 

You mention that it would be desirable to enlist troopers at a distance of five or six 
hundred miles—do you think that practicable? Decidedly. I have not the slightest doubt 
it is practicable. 

How would you proceed? By sending a person into the districts - 
Will you mention the districts in which you would select the men? The district of the 

Lower Natnoi (I would begin there if I went on such a duty,) the Castlereagh, the Macquarie, 
and down towards the Darling. I think in those districts a sufficient number might be found 
in a very short time by a person who had an adaptation for that sort of work. I could do it 
myself, I am sure. 

Will you state how you would go about it? I know a little of their language, and 
I would go about talking to them, taking an interest in their manners and customs; and at 

a 
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W. Archer, a convenient time I would propose to them what they were required for, and the country to 
Ls1. which I wished them to go. I would take the jackets and, trousers with red stripes, to show 

them, and put them in uniform. 
22'Juric, 1858.  Would, you take horses with you? Decidedly; I would take horses, and mount them 

at once 
By dir. Riehardson You say the blacks were attached to Mr. Walker at first? Yes. 
Did that attachment fall off? Yes; from the capricious way in which he treated them, 
You think Mr. Walker's force was very efficient at first? Yes. 
Do you think it possible for any one else to have managed them as well ? Under the 

same circumstances I have no doubt it might be done. In time I have no doubt Mr. Morissett 
might attach a body of men to himself in the same way. 

Supposing Mr. Walker had i'emained in the force and had got his troopers from the neigh-
bouring tribes, do you think he could have managed them as well as lie did.? No, decidedly 
not. No person could have managed them as well taken from the neighbouring tribes. 
Do you approve of having so many native troopers as at present? I do, decidedly. 
You would disapprove of having a larger infusion of whites? I would decidedly 

disapprove of any large infusion of white men into the force. 
You would object to anything like half? Certainly. I think there should, at most, 

not be more than one white man to three blacks, and that only to strengthen the hands 
of the officer in command, the troopers at the same time being under some discipline—some 
military law 
You would think white men in the proportion of two to three would be too many ? Yes; 

I would not have so many, because I consider them to be inefficient ; when after the blacks 
they are perfectly useless. 
Have you any reason to believe that when they encounter blacks who have committed 

depredations, the Native Police would take life wantonly? I have no reason to suppose so; 
nor have I reason to suppose they kill women and children, as has been stated. 
Do you think they are sufficiently under the control of their officers to obey them? I 

cannot say. I do not know all the officers. 
Supposing the officers to be efficient men? Then I have not doubt they could be kept 

under very effective control. 
By Mr. Tu1jlor: You think it would he an improvement to have a certain number of 

white men in the force—that it would then be more effective than if it consisted entirely of 
blacks? Yes; with first rate officers, not more than one white man would be required in 
each section; but with the choice we have of officers, I think it would be better to have 
their hands strengthened by having one white trooper to three blacks. 

By Mr. Rich ardson: Do you think, if some of Captain M'Lerie's men were sent up from 
Sydney—taking care to select men accustomed to the bush—that they would be useful?. I 
think they would be useful, if three or four of them were stationed at each station to protect 
it; but in ease of outrage being committed they could not follow up the blacks; they could 
not go through the country, they never would see a blackfellow. 
From wnat you have said, of course we infer that you would not use the blacks only as 

trackers? No; they must be employed as troopers. They would track for themselves of 
course. 

By the Chairman: Can you mention the name of any one in particular who would 
satisfactorily perform the duty of selecting natives as troopers in the distant districts in which 
you have suggested they should be raised? The best person I can think of, on the spur of 
the moment, is Mr. John Murray, who is now, I think, second in command of the Native 
Police. 
Do you know where he is now? The last time I heard from him, which was a few days 

ago, he was on the Dawson. 
By dir. Uowper : You think he would be able to perform this duty with some hope of 

the recruits remaining in the force when once enlisted? Yes, if they were engaged at a 
sufficient distance from the districts where they are to be employed. 

You are aware that some recruits have been taken from the Clarence River? Yes; and 
I am aware that twelve of them ran away from one of our stations in one night. I heard it 
by a letter from my brother. 
5. Can you tell why the effort has not been made to get recruits from the Namoi ? I think 
Mr. Morissett's exigencies have been so great that lie has not had time to organize the body 
sufficiently for that purpose. I know it was in contemplation to have sent Mr. Murray to 
the country I have mentioned for the purpose of raising troopers there; but there have been 
so many murders that Mr. Morissett has been glad to get police troopers from any part of the 
country. 

lie has not been very successful in getting them, has he? I believe he has got them 
in sufficient numbers, but they are always apt to run away. 

By life. Richardson : Supposing he could get troopers, as you suggest., at a distance of 
five or six hundred miles, would you discharge the present force ? No ? I would make a 
selection of the best of them—those that are faithful. I believe a great many of them run 
away under intimidation ; perhaps the majority wish to go, and they coerce the remainder 
to go with them. 

By the Chairman : Would not the amalgamation of whites with the blacks materially 
prevent such desertion? I do not see what effect it would have, except they were under 
military discipline, and liable to be shot if they deserted. In that ease I think they would 
not desert so frequently. 
You believe that is necessary? I believe it is necessary to put them under some kind 

of military discipline. They will not endure a great deal of discipline, but there is a certain 
amount of it which suits them very well. 

Do you think there is any esprit de corps amongst the present troopers? Not a great dccl. 
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58. Do you think there wai amongst those formerly employed? Yes. - W. Archer, 
9. That has disappeared? Yes, in a great measure Esq. 
By .jlli'. Cowpei: You think Mr. Walker at first brought his force into a state of dis- 

cipline by means of his personal influence? I think so; he possessed peculiar tact in dealing 22 June, 1858. 
with them. 
The personal influence that the oflicer in command should exercise over them seems to 

enter into your idea of discipline? A great deal would depend on that.; but he must be 
supported by certain regulations and laws, so that when his commands are not carried out, 
he may enforce them. 
What is the mode of punishing them? There is none now. Under Mr. Walker they 

used to be flogged, with great efficacy. 
You mean to say he assumed a power of summary punishment? I have not seen it 

myself. 
But you have understood that he flogged them? Yes-a regular scourging-the fellow 

being tied up and flogged by one of his mates. 
By the Chairman: And that had a beneficial effect ? Decidedly; it is an exèellent 

way of appealing to the feelings of a black trooper. 
By Mr. Cowpe: The men did not abscond in consequence? N; I never heard of the 

men absconding in Mr. Walker's time; he could flog them, and the next moment be friendly 
with them. 

Who inflicted the punishment? One of themselves. He had corporals and sergeants 
among them. 

Do you know whether any form of trial was observed? Yes; he used to call them all 
up and tell them-" this fellow has been doing so and so-isn't he a great rascal-hadn't we 
"better flog him"; and then he would have him tied up and flogged. My brother has seen it. 
I think I understood you to say you objected to a white force, because it could not follow 

the blacks-could not come into contact with them? Yes. I think white men would have 
great diculty in doing so. 
Are you aware that the Native Polie themselves, under the command of their officers, 

have lately made two or three very extensve journeys, and have totally failed in coming in 
contact with the blacks ? I have not heard of it lately, but .1 have known frequent 
instances of it. 
After the blacks have committed aggressions they retire back for a time? Yes,. away 

into the most inaccessible partsof the country; nothing but a blackfellow has any chance 
of getting near them. 
By the Cheirnian: What ithmediate remedy would you suggest to put a stop to the out-

rages on the Dawson ? There are only two things I could suggest ;-either to send a body of 
white troopers in the first instance, to overawe the blacks 
How many do you think would be sufficient? I cannot say. I do not know how they 

could work, except by stationing a few at every station in the disturbed parts. I suppose 
there are from fifteen to twenty stations. 
74 Would twenty or twenty-five be beneficial? Yes, I should think so. I cannot propose 
anything better. 
You mentioned two ;-what other course would you propose? Or allow the people in 

the country to embody themselves into some kind of militia, for a time, with strong powers. 
Do you believe that would work? It used to work in time olden times, without any 

powers. 
Would you make the militia force compilsory? I think I would, under a disturbed 

state of the country. 
You think it would work? I have my doubts about the working of it, but it would be 

worth trying. 
Are you aware that the blacks are let in to some stations and kept out at others? I am. 

I think it a most unjust thing to keep the blacks out from the stations. They must exist 
somewhere; they cannot be driven from the face of the earth altogether. If they were 
allowed in they would have less temptation to commit aggressions. 

By Mr. Cowper: Does not the keeping of them out arise from apprehension of attack 
from their treachery? Yes. Our plan has always been, to allow the first tribe we find, on 
the station, when we occupy it, to remain on it; and we get information from them as to 
the movements of the tribes outside. 
You do not drive them off their own territory? No, we do not. 
Suppose a family going down into that country and dealing with the blacks on this 

principle, and some of the servants of the establishment getting into a quarrel with them, 
from causes we may easily imagine; may not the family then be sacrificed, owing to the 
misconduct of the servants? I grant you they may. The blacks like to have revenge in 
some shape, and they are not particular upon whom they get it. 
They might revenge the offence of a servant upon the family? Yes. 
By the Chairman : You are aware they have done it? Yes 
By Mr. Uowpei• : There is, therefore, considerable risk in allowing the blacks to remain 

upon a station? If every person would do it, the risk would he less The blacks must live 7.  
somewhere; and they can only remain on their own ground. If every person on a station, 
where the country is taken up, would allow them to locate themselves on it, there would he 
less danger. We know every person on our station, and give him a name; in fact there is 
a record kept on the station. If every person did the some, and they were allowed to live 
on the face of the country, they would not be so much disposed to commit aggression. 

By .Mi. Tajlor: In that cese, they would not collect in such large numbers? They 
would, at certain periods of the year; and this I would prohibit Two or three tribes, for 
certain religious purposes of their own, meet at particular places; and then is the time at 
which the great mischief is done. These gatherings I would discountenance where white 

331-F people 
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W. Archer, people are; for, where such large numbers of blacks are located for any length of time, their 
sq. food gets scarce, and then they attack and kill the shepherds in order to get at the sheep. 

87. By ile Chairman: Do you know the present number of the Native Police Force? No. 
22 June, 1858. 88. To what number would you raise the Police Force, with a view of defending the whole 

of the country out there? I have not studied the matter; but I should think one hundred 
and twenty men altogether would be sufficient. 
Ninety black troopers to thirty wJite men? Yes. 
Where would you make the head-quarters? I would make it at our station on the Fits 

Roy River for the present, on account of the water carriage It appears rather invidious to 
name my own station, but I do not do so because I require more than ordinary protection ; I 
can always protect myself. If there is a station formed beyond us in Broad Sound, I would 
recommend the head-quarters to be there. 

BY M. Richardson: Do you think that would be sufficiently central? Yes; I think so. 
You should have the head-quarters near the centre of the country that requires protection. 
Bq Mr. Uowper: What is your idea of the use of head-quarters? I think it should be 

a depot where the police would get their clothing, and to which they could come down once 
a-year to have a yarn with their mates. All the stores should be kept at head-quarters. 

By the Chairman: An accountant is necessary at head-quarters? Yes, .1 think so, 
decidedly. 
Would you suggest that the accountant should act as adjutant, and drill the recruits at 

head-quarters? I think a man's time might be very profitably employed in drilling young 
recruits without having anything else to do. 
how are provisions obtained for the Native Police? They are generally supplied 

wherever the troopers are at the time, for they are continually going about, at a price 
agreed on with the officer. 
Varying, I suppose, according to the distance from water carriage? Yes. 
Therefore, the head-quarters being at a distance from water carriage would make their 

supply more expensive? Decidedly. 
By Mr. Uowper: I think I understood, from your evidence, that you think that if proper 

steps were taken to secure recruits they could be obtained from the districts to which you 
have alluded? Yes. 
Then you do not look on the attempt as a failure, but you think it has not been made 

in a proper direction? It has not yet been made in a proper direction. 
By Mo. Tu,lor: I think you said that Mr. Morissett -has not had time to make the 

trial, but that be intends to do so? Yes. Mr. Murray told me be was to be sent down, but, 
then these murders began, and he could not get away. They are glad now to get recruits 
anywhere. 

By A!". Richardson: How many divisions would you make of the hundred and twenty 
men you think necessary for the whole force? About twelve men in a body are quite 
enough to face any number of blacks. A section of twelve men with an officer would be 
quite sufficient for any purpose to be together at any one time. 

Three whites and nine blacks, with an officer? Yes. 
You could then have them stationed in about eight different, places? Yes. 
You think it necessary these blacks should undergo a kind of military training at 

head-quarters? Yes; more for the sake of discipline than anything else. 
You say the head-quarters are now on your station? Yes; they were forming there. 
Have they any barracks there ? They had just contracted for a barrack. 
Would you recommend barracks at the out-stations of the Native Police? No; they 

would be perfectly useless. 
Only one central barrack ? Yes. The officers should have good tents to live in. 
Can you inform the Committee what is the probable distance of your head station from 

the scene of the late murders ? About one hundred and fifty miles. 
In what direction ? About south-west, or west south-west. 

lii. Are the squatters extending in that direction, or further to the northward ? Further 
to the northward and north-west. 
112. What is the name of the district ? It is the Leiehhardt beyond us. 
113 What is the name of the river where these stations are forming? There are only small 
creeks. There are but two stations beyond us yet; but they are extending in that direction. 

Then you imagine that in course of time your head station will become more central 
than it is at present ? No, I think not, because as people go beyond us I expect our station 
will become quiet. As stations are formed to the northward it will become less central; it 
is now central in the disturbed districts. 

I thought you said there were only two stations formed beyond you, and you mentioned 
fifteen or twenty in the neighbourhood of these murders ? Yes. 

Therefore it would appear to be an outside point of the district, and one hundred and 
fifty miles from the scene of the murders? But the whole country is disturbed. There was 
an attack made upon the Barnard station-our neighbouring station-the other day. I look 
upon the whole country as disturbed country, although the actual murders have taken place 
lately at the Dawson, a distance of one hundred and fifty miles from us. 

By the chairman: I would ask you, from your knowledge of Brisbane, whether you 
would recommend that the drilling should take place there ? Not at all. 

Why not ? Because it is not so near the disturbed districts. - 
Do you not think there are too many public houses at Brisbane ? Yes; that is a very 

serious objection. There is a public house at Rockhampton; but that could be kept under 
control. 

By Mr. Richardson: Do you think the native troopers have been in the habit of getting 
drunkat stations? Not at stations, but at public houses. I have often seen them drunk 
about Brisbane and about Gayndah; and I dare say they get drunk at other places. 121 
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Do you not think they should be prevented from getting spirits? I certainly think it W. Archer, 
would be a very good rule if you could carry it out. I think it would be very much better 
if the whole thing was put on a legal footing-making their embodiment, and giving them 22 June, 1858. 
fire-arms, legal. 

By Mr. Forster: In speaking of the efficiency of the Native Police under Mr. Walker, 
are you of opinion that they were more efficient then than they have ever been since? When 
Mr. Walker first came up they were. 
.123. But their efficiency declined under Mr. Walker himself, before his dismissal? Decidedly. 

Do you not think a great deal of his influence was owing to his previous individual 
acquaintance with a great many of his troopers? I think it was. 

And the circumstance of their not been individually known to the other officers in the 
same way as they were to Mr. Walker placed those officers under peculiar difficulties? it 
would place them at a disadvantage. 

Do you think Mr. Marshall would have brought the force into a state of efficiency if he 
had remained ? I think be would. 

Are you of opinion that any portion of the present inefficiency of the force is owing to 
the recent appointmenfs as officers having been of improper persons ? I do not know any- 
thing about them of my own knowledge. 

Are you aware whether general intercourse is carried on between the black women of 
the tribes in the neighbourhood wherever the Native Police are situated? Yes. 

Are there not always a number of the women of the trbes in the camps of the Native 
Police? There are generally a few; perhaps two or three attached to every section. 

Do these women travel about with them ( Yes. 
Have you ever seen them riding on the police horses? Yes, frequently. 

1 ;2. Are you aware whether that has been with the sanction of the officer in command, or of 
the Goverment? It must have been with the sanction of the officer, because I have seen 
the officer travelling with them. I do not see the slightest objection to it. 

Are you not aware that these black women act as emissaries of the tribes? No. 
Is not that a general impression? No, I think not. 
If these black women live continually in the camps of the Native Police, might they no 

acquire information which they might distribute afterwards to the people of their own tribes?' 
The women I have known to be in their camps generally came from a distance; they diJ 
not belong to the tribes in the immediate neighbourhood. 

Was there not a general impression that the native troopers made use of their authority, 
and the terror they create among the blacks, to compel them to supply them with women? 
I have not heard of it. I think it is a thing they are likely to do; but I do not know that 
they have done it. 

May not a good deal of the inefficiency of that force arise from the want of authority in 
the officers themselves over their men ? A good deal, I think. 

I think you stated that the employment of a certain proportion of white troopers would 
give the officers a greater feeling of security in dealing with the blacks, and that to that 
extent you thought it would be beneficial? Yes. 

There might be many cases, also, where white men would be able to act as troopers with 
some degree of success? Yes, generally they might; but not in pursuing the blacks into 
heavy country after a murder, or anything of that kind. 

Do you think the circumstance of having white troopers acting with them would in any 
way create a feeling of esprit de corps among the black troopers themselves? I think it 
would rather have that effect, if there were a good selection of white troopers; a great deal 
would depend on that. 

The example of the white men would have a good effect on the black troopers? Yes; 
but it would altogether depend on the class of white troopers appointed, I think. 

Supposing the Native Police were altogether suppressed, what do you think would be 
the result-do you think it would lead to the country not being occupied at all? I do not 
think it would. As an individual, I think it probable I would leave the country; but I d 
not think it would be left by others. 

You think the squatters would take the law into their own hands? Yes; and they 
would very soon exterminate the blacks. It would be a war of extermination. 

Then your opinion is, that if the Native Police were withdrawn, it would lead to a more 
rapid extermination of the blacks? Yes, no doubt of it. 

Then you consider the existence of the Native Police is merciful to the blacks them-
selves? Yes. 

Do not your remarks lead to this conclusion, that it is bettor the punishment, 'c'hich 
must be necessary in certain cases, should be inflicted by authority, rather than by the 
squatters themselves? Decidedly. I have always thought so. 

You are very well acquainted with the character of the country in the Northern 
Districts? Yes; I have seen a large portion of it. 

Do you not consider that the squatters are placed in greater difficulty in taking up new 
runs there than they are in the country to the south, owing to the large scrubs?. We had 
.s great many scrubs in the Moreton Bay country; but I do not know that we have had more 
difficulty on that account. 

Do you not find the scrubby country increase as you go north? No. The valley of 
the Mackenzie is full of scrub; but as a general rule the scrub does not increase as you g 
northward on the coast. 

Is the country close to the coast pastoral country? Yes. 
There is an absence of scrub there? Yes; that is a peculiarity of the country. On 

stations now being formed to the northward of us, there is little or no scrub, I am told. 
That will render it more easily maintained? Yes. 
Have you ever heard a su gstion that reports on the state of the Native Police should 

be 
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W. Archer, be made to the Government by the Benches of Magistrates in whose neighbourhood they Esq. 
might happen to be? No. 

What do you think of such a suggestion-I mean merely reports of the state of the 22 
June, 1858. force, without interference with their management, made by the Benches, irrespective of the 

officers of the Native Police, in order that the Government might have a kind of check upon 
them? I do not see any objection to that. 

By the Chai,man: Would it not give the Government more certain information? Yes; 
having reports both from the Benches and from the officers of the Police, I think the 
Government would have a better chance of obtaining correct information. 

B9 211r Forster: Did not the force get into a state of great disorganization about the 
time of Mr. Walker's dismissal, and the Government, though informed of it, did not interfere? 
I do not remember the circumstances. 

Were not complaints made by squatters in the Wide Bay and Burnett Districts which 
were not attended to? I have heard of complaints, but I do not know whether they were 
attended to or not. 

By Mi.. Cowper: Do you consider that the magistrates of these districts would have 
sufficient information to enable them to make reports of the proceedings of the Native Police? 
No; they would only be able to report as to the state of discipline, or anything of that kind, 
from what they may observe when the police are encamped on their stations. They would 
see then what they are doing, and whether there is any esprit de coips among them. 

As a magistrate, or one of a Bench, would you not consider that you would always 
have authority to report to the Government any matter connected with the Native Police 
which might call for notice? Yes; if I were a magistrate I would consider it my duty to 
do so. 

Edmund Molyneux Royds, Esq., J. P., called in and examined :- 
E. M. Royds, 1. By the Uhaiiman: You are a magistrate of the territory? Yes. 
Esq., 

J.P. 2. Where do you reside? At Juandah Station, on the Upper Dawson. 
3. Did you form that station? No; it had been formed three or four years when I got it. 

22 une, 1858. 4. How long have you been resident there? Since 1852. 
Have you had many opportunities of making yourself acquainted with the native blacks? 

Yes. 

Have you suffered much from their attacks? One person was murdered at my station; 
that is the only case in which they have done me harm. 
By Mr. (Jowper: When was that? I forget whether it was two or three years ago. 
Nothing of the sort has happened on your station recently? No. 

9 Is your station situated among those that have been attacked? It is about thirty-five or 
forty miles in a direct line from Hornet Bank. 
By the Ghaiinzan: Do you allow the blacks in at your station? Not now, since the 

murders recently. 
Had you done so previously? Yes, for years. 
Why did you discontinue it? It was thought better to keep them out, because they 

dsstribute intelligence among the neighbouring tribes. 
Is that plan generally adopted now? Yes. No blacks were al!owed at any of the 

stations on the Dawson at the time I left. 
By ]Lft. Cowper: How did you communicate to them that they were not to come on to 

the station? I did not communicate it to them, but it was communicated in a very strong 
vay. 
Was that considered matter of offence by the blacks? I must say I had some doubts 

about the safety of some of my own out-stations after it had taken place. 
By Mr. Richardson: Do you not think that if you allowed the blacks to come about 

the stations, and were to be friendly with them, you would learn a great deal of what was 
going on amongst them? No. 
You think it desirable to keep them away? Yes, under present circumstances. The 

blacks are different there from what they are in other parts of the country. The tribes 
seem to mix up together more than others do. Our own blacks have travelled right into the 
middle of the Downs. 
By the Chairman: What distance may that be? Upwards of two hundred miles. 
Is that usual with the blacks? It is not usual in other parts of the country. I have 

reason to believe the interior blacks come in to us. I am certain the tribes that have been 
committing the recent murders have often been at our stations. 

What is your opinion of the present system on which the Iative Police is constituted? 
I approve of the Native Police; but there are a great many improvements that might be made. 
Will you state what those improvements are ? To increase the force, for one thing. 
Would you mix any white troopers with the native troopers? I do not know that 

I would; I might put a sergeant with each section, to assist the officer. 
What would you call a section? Each officer has six or eight men at present, when he 

has his full number. 
Are you aware that blacks have been recruited within a very short distance of where 

these murders have been committed? Yes; some were recruited on my own stations 
Out of the tribe that has committed the murders? That is not the same tribe; but 

still, I suppose, they are connected with them to a certain extent. 
Where are these recruits employed? I believe they were sent to Wide Bay and 

Moreton Bay. 
What would you sugnest as a sufficient number for the Native Police Force? E can 

hardly say without putting it down on paper. I do not know how many the other districts 
require. 
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By Mr. Cvowper:  You spoke of sections of six-do you think that is a sufficient number E. M. Royds, 
to attack a party of blacks with? Yes, I think it is. Esq., J.P. 

One officer, a sergeant, and six troopers, you think sufficient for each section? Yes; it 
is very seldom the blacks stand against them even for a moment. 22 June, 1858. 
30. By JW. Richardson: Where would you.get the troopers from? I think the further 
uway you get them the better. 
Si. How far do you think? Four or five hundred miles, I should say. 
Th. You think it very undesirable to have them from the neighbouring tribes? I think so, 
if they can be got elsewhere. 

You do not think it would be desirable to have a larger infusion of white men? No; 
they would only be an ineumbranee. 
By the Chairman: Have you considered the subject well, with regard to the amalga-

mation of a white force with the native troopers? Yes; I think I have. 
You have, probably, often heard it mentioned and discussed? Yes. I think, generally 

speaking, it is thought that they would not act well together. 
For what reason? I think the whites would interfere with the working of the troopers-

be in their way, in fact, in following the blacks up. 
That would be in a scrubby, mountainous country? Yes. 
But not in open country? In open conntry white troopers might be of as much service 

as black. 
Do you think there would be any jealousy on account of the amalgamation ? There 

might be on the part of the whites, but not on the part of the blacks. 
Where would you suggest that the head-quarters of the Native Police should be ? It 

depends on -what is to be done at head-quarters. If it is to be a depot for all the stores and 
everything required by the force, you want it at some place where there would be easy com-
munication with the different stations. 
What place would you suggest for that purpose ? I think the present place, Wide Bay, 

is a very good place. 
You are not aware there are no head-quarters there now? I was not aware of that. 
You would suggest Wide Bay on account of its central position? Yes. 
By Jui'. Richardson: Do you think any number of men sent from Sydney would be of 

service in putting down outrages ? They would be of no use in the world until they had 
had some training in the bush. 
If they were smart young men, who had had some experience in the bush, might they not 

soon pick up a knowledge of the mode of warfare? They might. 
Do not many men who have not been much in the bush soon become good bushmen, from 

natural talent ? Yes. 
By the Chairman: What remedy would you suggest to stay the outrages on the Dawson? 

I really cannot say, except increasing the Native Police Force. 
Without a mixture of whites? Without any more whites than I have mentioned-not 

very many more at any rate. The only use of a force of white men going up would be that 
the blacks hearing of it might be frightened. 
By Mr. Richardson: Had you many opportunities of seeing the Native Police when 

Mr. Walker first took charge of them ? No. 
You did not come in contact with them then? I did a little, but not much. When I 

first knew the force it was going to the dogs, under Mr. Walker. 
By the Chairman: Are you aware that the blacks have become bold in consequence of 

their successes? Yes; I have not the slightest doubt of it. 
Are they superstitious to any extent? Yes; in some ways. 
Are you aware that they have attacked stations at night? Yes. 
Is not that unusual? I have heard of other eases besides that of Hornet Bank. 
You are aware it has hitherto been unusual for the blacks to attack at night? It 

is unusual; but I have heard of their attacking parties in camp at night; for instance, on 
the very night the Hornet Bank murders took place, Mr. Walker and another person were 
attacked. 
Are all these cases of night attack confined to the same neighbourhood? I have heard 

it spoken of as having taken place at the Big River. 
By Mr. Taylor: Even hostile tribes have joined to attack the Europeans, have they 

not? I cannot say about that. 
Do you think the Commandant of the force should be stationed at the depOt, or that he 

should travel about? He should travel, most decidedly. Of course a good many of his 
duties might keep him at the central depot for a time. 
e9. Do you not think it would be a more effective force if he were chiefly at head-quarters? 
Without he travelled he would hardly be able to know how the different sections of the force 
were managed. It would be mere matter of hearsay with him. 
By the Chairman: You know the late Commandant of the Native Police-Mr. Walker? 

Yes.. 
Where is he now? He has a small Native Force of his own about Euroombah and 

Hornet Bank. 
Who employs him? I believe some of the neighbouring squatters keep him to patrol 

about their stations. 
Has he many troopers? Eight or ten, I think; I do not know exactly. 
By Mr. Richardson: Are they in any way efficient, do you know? They do not seem 

to protect the place much, because two men were killed on the station he is chiefly employed on. 
Do you think his force has met the expectations of the parties who employ him? Hardly, 

I think, as they have interfered with the working of the Native Police. 
By the Chairman: If a party of Native Police came to your station, and the officer in 

command invited you to assist them, would you join them? If he told me he thought I 
should be of service, I would. 

331-G 67. 



876 
22 MINUTES OP EVIDENCE TAKEN BEPOItE TRE-  SELECT- COMMITTEE 

E. Al. Royls, 67. Are they generally well received at the stations? Very well indeed, as far as my. 
Esq., J.P. experience goes. 
' -  68. When co-operation is requested, is it afforded? I do not think it is ever requested; r 
22 June, 1858. never heard of it. 

B1, Mr. Ricliaro1son: Have you gathered, through the medium of the press, that there 
has been any unwillingness on the part of the settlers to assist the. Native Police? 1 do not.  
remember having noticed it. 

By the (Thou-man: But you you think that, generally speaking, there is a strong desire 
to co-operate with them, and render them every assistance? Decidedly. There are men, I 
have no doubt, who have a great dislike to the force. 
Which is the nearest Police Court to your station? The Police Court at Taroom, about 

twenty-five miles. 
How far is Taroom from Hornet Bank? About thirty-five miles. 
Would you suggest that there should be any permanent police-station at Taroom? Not 

exactly at Taroom, but in the neighbourhood. I believe they have barracks on the Dawson. 
Do you know the name of the place? No; but it lies between Euroombah and 

Kinnoull, the station of Miller and Turnbull. 
Are the squatters always ready to give supplies to the Native Police on application? 

I think so. I never heard of their being refused. 
Is the nature of the payment for these supplies well understood? Yes; the quarter's 

accounts are always given in to the officer in command-in fact the chief officer of the district 
always gives a cheque for them. Sometimes there has been a little delay for a few months, 
but people do not care about that. There has been no difficulty about it since Mr. Walker 
left. 
.By Mr. Furs/cr: How long have you been acquainted with the Native Police? Five or. 

six years. 
Do you consider it an efficient force? They are efficient as far as they go, but there are 

so few of them. 
Have you ever known them to be an efficient force? Yes; I have known many cases 

in which they have done a great deal of service. 
No doubt they do some good, but are they as effiient-as they ought to be, considering 

the money expended upon them? I cannot say about that. 
You seem to think that the sole cause of their inefficiency is the want of numbers? Yes. 
Do you think if they were increased in number they would be fully efficient? I think 

so, if they were under good officers. Everything depends on the officers. 
Would you recommend that the Commandant should should have the appointment of his 

own officers exclusively? I do not know about that. He has so few opportunities in the 
bush of meeting .with a sufficient number of fit men. I think it is a great mistake to send 
men out of Sydney, who have only been accustomed to a town life. 
84.. Do you thinkthe-inefficiency of the force has at all arisen from improper appointments? 
I have not the-slightest doubt about it. 
85. You think with good officers the force might be made efficient? I think so,. certainly. 
86:Bq the -a1aurman: Do you know, from your own knowledge, that some of the officers are 
inefficient? Yes ; I have known some officers that are not of the slightest use. 
Are they still in the force? I am not aware. -There have been a good many changes 

lately. 
By 3fr. Forster: Supposing the Native Police Force were altogether abolished, what do 

you think would be the consequence? The squatters would have to fight fir themselves. 
You think they would still keep the country? I am certain they wculd. 
Then you think the maintenance of a Native Police Force is merciful both to blacks and 

whites? Yes. I do not think the squatters would be beaten out of the country for want of 
the Native Police Force. 
Does that not rather contradict what you were saying about the uselessness of white 

troopers, because, if the squatters were to maintain the country in the absence of a Native 
Police Force, it would have to done by white men? It would be done by white men; but. 
the squatters, having their interests at stake; would do what paid men never would do. 
Do you not think that if white troopers were employed in the proportion of one to three 

or one to two, they would do good? That is nearly what I said-an officer and sergeant, or 
a corporal, to each half dozen native troopers. 
Do you not think four well armed men might go-  from one end of the country to the 

other without fear of the blacks? Yes. No doubt they might travel across the whole con-
tinent without the slightest fear; but they would not easily find the blacks if they were look-
ing for them. 
Is it the habit of the Native Police to take native women about with them? Yes, I 

believe it is; but not when after blacks. 
Do you know a camp of Native Police where there are not a lot of these- women? Some 

officers will not allow them to have them. 
Do you think the presence of these native women is prejudicial or otherwise? It is one 

way of keeping the troopers quiet. 
Do you not think it has a bad effect in keeping up intelligence between the tribes and 

the Native Police? I think it has a bad effect in that way. 

WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY 23 JUNE, 1858.. 

1rEdnt :— 

M. 'HODG SON, MR. FORSTER, 
Mg. TAYLOR, Mg. BUCKLEY. 

ARTHUR IIODGSON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

James Blain Reid, Esq., called in and examined: 

By the Chairman: You are a squatter on the Burnett? I am. J. B. Reid, 
How many years have you been there? Nearly ten years. Esq. 

Did you form your station yourself? I did. 
Were there many squatters out there when you first formed your station ? - Very few. 23 June, 1858.. 

In the formation of that station did you come in contact with the natives? Several times. 
Did they harass you at first? On several occasions they have done so. 
Have you ever lost any men? I never had a man killed; but they have left them for 

dead on two occasions, though the men recovered. 
Are the blacks in your district more quiet than they were when you first formed your 

station? in my immediate neighbourhood they are quiet; that is to say, life is perfectly 
safe, but they are given to sheep stealing. 
Do you admit them on your station? Yes, 
Is that the general practice in your district? I fancy it is the case all over the Burnett 

district. I do not refer to the Dawson country. 
Do you approve of that? I do. 
You are aware that many murders have been committed in the Dawson district? I have 

heard so. 
To what cause do you attribute those murders? I suppose they must either be a more 

determined race of blacks there; or, in many cases, from what I hear, it has been traced to 
aggression on the part of the whites, such as firing salt at them at night. Thatwas the case 
in poor Treverthan's murder. Al 

What would be the effect of firing salt at them? It would out the, skin and irritate 
them—make the blacks mad almost. 
From what you have heard do you imagine that the blacks on, the Dawson River are a 

more treacherous and more powerful race of men than the blacks on the Burnett? From 
what I have heard I 'would suppose so. I do not know the men who have been dealing with 
them though. 
Do you know anything of the Native Police Force? I did formerly, I used: to see them 

frequently in Commandant Walker's time. . '. . 
What did you think of the force at that time? Before he forgot himself ib'tvasb'etAer 

than it ever has been since; that is, the men were kept in proper discipiine,and you never 
heard of them running away, as they do now. . . 
What is youropinion of the force as it is now constituted? It is anytthing.bitiwhat it. 

might be if proper measures were adopted. . . . '. . •' .' . ." 
What remedy would 'You suggest for its improvement?' That the troopers.shouid' be .' 

recruited from the Southern Districts; they are a superior race of blacks there;. and .of 
couie they would not be so liable to abscond. I would also suggest that they Ought- to have 
a greater number of horses; say thiee horses to every two men. At present there L8 only 
one horse to each trooper; and when one of the officers returns with his troopers to barracks, 
after being away some time, their horses are knocked up and have sore backs; news may 
then come of depredations coiñtnittOd probably a hundred and fifty miles off, and there are 
only these same horses to go away. 
Would two horses to each trooper.be  sufficient? That would be ample. 
Would you recommend any mixture of white troopers with the natives? I would 

recommend that there should be one man to each section to look after the saddles, because 
none of these native troojiers' knOw how'to saddle a horse, and that is the reason why they get. 
knocked up so soon. It is very difficult to teach a blackfellow that. But I would not 
recommend a mixture of white troopers with the natives, for this reason, that the principal 
work they have to do is in the scrubs, and white men cannot come up to the natives there. 
One white man to each section, to look after the saddles, is all you would recommend? 

Yes,; besides the officer in charge. I - believe a section consists of twelve men; but there 
is gnerally one deficient. 
You would not recommend a white sergeant? No. 

24 What reasons do you give for not approving the mixture of white troopers with the 
natives? Because white troopers would be of no use now. 'Whenever they come up to the 
blacks it is generally at the edge of a scrub; the wild 'blacks run into this, and the black 
troopers can follow them as quickly, but you or I could not keep up to them. 
Do You believe the native troopers, when they are in hot pursuit in these scrubs, 

effectually come in contact with the natives? I do. ' I think the present men are probably 
not so good as those formerly recruited on the Murray, because on several occasions they have 
bethi' taken 'out against their own relatives. 
Do you know that to be a fact, that recruiting has gone on in the districts where 

murders have been committed? Yes. 
Do you not consider that highly objectionable? Decidedly. 
When you mention the Southern Districts, to what districts do you particularly allude? 

I think you should get men from the Barwan and Lower Namoi, and down towards Fort 
Bourke. 
29: Do you think there would be much difficulty in recruiting in those districts? No, I do 
ziot think there would. ' 

30. 
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J. B. Reid, 30. What means would you take to recruit there, in the first instance? I would send one of 
the officers, accompanied by one of the present troopers who can speak the kainilaroi language, 
used down there, and I have no doubt he would be able to procur. men. 

23 Tune, 1855. 31. Would you send horses for them? I would either send horses or buy them there. 
Are you aware of the present number of the Native Police? No. 
Of what number would you recommend the Native Police Force to consist? I am not 

well aware how many are needed; but [fancy seven sections would be sufficient. 
Could you suggest to the Committee the proper site for the head-quarters of this force? 

I think the head quarters ought to be temporary, because as stations push out they ought to 
move to the most central place. 
Would you not suggest that there should be head-quarters where the arms and stores 

should be kept? Yes. 
1)o you not think this ought to be a permanent station? Do you mean the residence of 

the Commandant? 
The residence of the accountant more particularly? All that had better be done at 

Brisbane, where there are the greatest facilities for communicating with Sydney. 
You would not recommend any port further to the north? Certainly, at Wide Bay you 

would be nearer to where the different sections are, but then again you are further removed 
from those on the Clarence. 
$9. If a Native Police Force were not eonsidere.d necessary on the Clarence, would you recom- 
mend Wide Bay in preference to Brisbane ? Yes ; it is nearer to the unsettled parts of the 
country. As to the Dawson country, I not think there are many miles of difference from 
the Dawson to Brisbane, and from the Dawson to Wide Bay; but taking the country further 
north, Wide Bay would be much nearer. 

By JUr. .Fijrs€e,.: You alludedto aggressions by the whites as one of the causes of the 
great number of murders that have taken place ? Yes; I refer to Treverthan's case. 
That occurred, how long ago ? I should think six years ago. 
You alluded to that case particularly ? That is the only instance I know of. 
Then you do not mention aggression by the whites as the rule ? No; but in this case 

I believe Treerthan fired salt at them during the night. 
Did you ever hear of firing salt at them in any other case? No. 
Then I presume you do not mean to infer that the murders committed by the blacks 

are in general caused by aggression from the whites ? No, I should say not. 
Does not your experience lead to the contrary impression,-that in general aggression is 

first committed by the blacks ? Yes ; for instance, Humphreys and Herbert were not forty- 
eight hours on the run before a man was killed. 
Do you not think the most conciliatory measures have failed ? I do not think con- 

ciliatory measures are adopted by the men. 
But by the squatters-is it not their general desire, and also their interest, to conciliate 

the blacks ? Of course it is. 
Do you not think they would always endeavor to be on good terms with them? Of 

course. In that unfortunate affair of Wilkins, the man who was killed fired at two blacks the 
day before he was killed. 
May it not have been caused by some aggression of theirs previously-you are not aware 

to the contrary? No. 
Are you not of opinion that, whatever means of protection the Government may 

give, and however efficient a border police there may be, some murders will occur. There 
always will be occasional murders. 
Do you not think that, however well a district may be protected, enterprising men will 

go beyond protection, induced by the profit derived, or supposed to be derived, from such 
adventure? It has always been the case in my experience. 
I think you have conic to the conclusion that, in the cases we are considering now, the 

murders are more than might have been expected from the circumstances? Yes; they are 
more than when the Burnett District was first settled. 
You stated that you considered the Native Police Force was efficient under. Mr. Walker? 

Yes, up to a certain time. 
Did you consider it even then as efficient as it might have been? No, I do not think it 

was, because he kept far too many men together. 
Do you not think a great part of the time of the men was taken up uselessly in travelling 

along lines of road, and going to stations where they were not required, even in his time? 
I never saw anything of that. On one occasion I saw him at Barber's station, where he had 
about fifty men together. 
Where the force was not required? He had been to the Bunya, where the blacks were, 

to disperse them. 
Do you think that in his time the force was kept as near the frontiers as it ought to be? 

I should say not, when the head-quarters were at Callandoon. 
You have never known the force in an efficient state since? The men have never been 

in the same order as when Mr. Walker had charge of them. 
Do you think a good deal of the discipline he maintained may not have been owing to 

the individual knowledge which Mr. Walker had of these blacks, he having lived with them 
before they joined the force? I think that had a great deal to do with it. He was very 
severe, more so than any other person has ,been since. 
61 Are you at all acquainted with the force said to have been organized by Mr. Walker 
since his removal? Merely by rumour. I have not seen him for years. 
Can you give the Committtee any idea whether that force is useful or efficient? No, I 

cannot. 
Has it ever come to your knowledge that constant intcräourse is kept up between the 

native troopers and the women of the wild tribes in the neighbourhood where they are 

stationed? I have heard so; but I cannot speak from experience. 
64 
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04. You have been in the camps of the Native Police? Yes. 
T. B. Rei 

Have you not always seen these native women there? I have frequently; but whetler 
ES q. 

they were living with the troopers I cannot say. 
Were these women the wives of the troopers-had they come from the same part of ti e 28 June, 189. 

country, do you suppose? I think, when Mr. Walker was .in command, tlere were two girs 

from' the south country with the Native Police. 
Did you ever see a camp of the Native Police without a quantity of women about it? Yes, 
A camp where they had been stationed some time; I do not mean where they had 

camped for the night only ? The only station I was ever at is Wallab, Mr. Thompson's 
station; I have been there several times, and I always saw women. 
60. You are aware, at all events, that there is an impression that they are always supplied 
with women by the tribes, wherever they go? So it is said. 
Supposing that to be the ease, do you think it would tend to injure the efficiency of the 

force, and render it less useful? I think it does. For instance, they were attacked at 
R.annes; and from what we hear, it was because the Native Police had taken a number of 
gins away. That is the story.; and it is very probable, I think. 
You are not favorable, I think you said, to the employment of white troopers? No; 

only one to each section. 
One white trooper to two blacks, or one to three, you would not appi ova of? No, that 

would be too many. 
In what sense too many? I think the less military the more tseful the force will le. 

1 would make them throw away their heavy swords, for instanca; they do not know how to 
use them. The carbine is all they want. 
Are you aware of any instances in which the Native Police have been employed as con-

stables, to take up white men ? I once saw Mr. Walker at (Jayndah order his men to put 
a drunken man in the lock-up, who was very violent. 
Do you approve of the native troopers being employed in any case of the kind? No. 

I do not see how they can do it; they cannot take the oath; but if the officer was with them 
all the time, I would see no objection. 
An officer being with them, of course they could be legally employed, because any peace 

officer may call on any of Her Majesty's subjects to assist him, and I presume they might act in 
that ease, whether they were constables or not ? Yes. 
By Mr. Taylor: l)o you not think the presence of a few white men in the furce would 

increase the authority of the Commandant? No, I do not see how it would. 
Do you think it safe for any one white man to be surrounded by these men alone, 

without any protection from his own race? Quite safe. I do not think there is any danger 

from them. 
It would be merely as a kind of servant that you would recommend a white man with 

each section? Yes. Mr. Marshall when be was First Lieutenant, used to saddle all his troopers 
horses himself; be would take his coat off and set to work to put all the saddles on; and 
consequently his horses were in better condition than the rest. You have no idea how 
careless these black troopers are. 
By the Chairman: Could you suggest any immediate remedy to stay the murders on the 

Dawsou? No, I do not know of any. There are plenty of troopers up there at present. 
Sufficient to protect life and property? I believe so. I have heard of two sections being 

in that part of the country. Some of the natives of the Dawson have come in as far as 
Gayndah; I have seen several of them there; they are afraid to go out, I believe, on account 
of the Native Police. I dare say they have been pursued by the police, and have come in to 
the settled parts for protection. I saw a Dawson black at my own station a few days before 
I came away, who was wounded both in the face and in the thigh. 

Are you aware that the natives on the Dawson have become very bold? So I hear. 
To what do you attribute this boldness? I fancy they are very numerous; and probably 

the people there are very much afraid of them. - 
The squatters you mean? Yes. That station where so many people were murdered is 

a. very unprotected place to have so many females at. It was rash to have them there. 
Are you aware that the natives on the Dawson have been murdering people at night t 

I have heard so. 
Is not that unusual? Very. 
Have you ever heard a similar case? I have never known it in the south country. The 

blacks on the Burnett go about at night; in fact, it is at night they steal the sheep, principally. 
Are they very superstitious in the northern districts? They are. 
Do you not think their continued success in their attacks-these murders being so 

frequently committed, and no punishment following-has tended to do away with that super-
stition? I know of one instance in which the fact of a blackfehlow's being shct has made 
him bolder. He was shot through the nose, another ball passed through his throat, and a 
third along the front of his body, without killing him; and he believes now that no ball can 
kill him. 
Are the horses used by the native troopers generally useful animals? Yes, I think they 

are very fair: In summer one horse to each man would do the work very well; but in 
winter there is very little feed, and one horse will not then stand riding every day. 

Do the native troopers generally take care of their horses? No; I do not think they do. 
02. Nor of their saddles? Nor of their saddles, nor of their arms. 
93'. Under these circumstances do you not think it would be better to have a white sergeant 
attached to each section ? Probably it would, to see after the arms. If be were a saddler, 
as well it would be of great use; or, probably, there should be a sergeant and a saddler also. 
There is tremendous wear and tear of saddles and accoutrements. For instance, if they stop 
for a short time they will take the bridles off their horses, leave the carbine in the saddle, 
and probably the brute rolls, and breaks one or both. 

331-H. 94. 
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J. B. Reid, 94. Would you propose that there should be barracks at any other point than the head- Esq. 
quarters? Yes; I think it would be prudent to have barracks more in the interior— 

'''-' probably two besides the head-quarters. - 
3 June, 1858. 95, You think that would be sufficient? Yes; one in the southern and the other in the 

northern part of the district. 
Have you ever been at Rockhampton? Never. 
You know where it is? Yes. 

Do you think that would be a proper site for the head-quarters of the Native Police? 
Yes. It is not a great way from the Dawson country; in fact, in a straight line it is nearer 
than Brisbane. 
You are well acquainted with Brisbane? I am. 
Do you not think there are too many public-houses in Brisbane to make the head-

quarters of the Native Police there? Yes; there are a great many public-houses there. 
Do you not think that a serious objection when you come to think over it? I have 

never seen any of the troopers intoxicated, but I have never seen them at a place where they 
could get drink, except at Gayndah, and they had no money there. 

Do you think it possible to prevent the native troopers from getting drink when it is 
within their reach? Neatly all of them will take it, if they can get it; but I have never 
heard that any of them were guilty of drunkenness. 

Would you suggest that the native troopers should be under any strict military 
discipline ? Decidedly. 

Would you appoint any punishment in ease of desertion ? I think if it were possible 
to have them flogged and returned to their duty, it would be the best punishment for them. 
.105. Are you aware that they ever were flogged ? I have heard that Mr. Walker used to 
make a black sergeant flog any black trooper who misbehaved; but I have never heard of 
such a thing since his time. 

Would you invest the Commandant with the power of appointing all his subordinate 
officers? It would certainly be a great power to invest in one individual. 

Are you aware whether the officers, generally speaking, are efficient ? Some of them 
are said not to be efficient. 

William Butler Tooth, Esq, M. P., examined :- 
W. B. Tooth, 1. By the Uhiairinan: You are a Member of the Leis1ative Assembly, for the Pastoral 
Esq., M.P. 

Districts of Moreton, Wide Bay, Burnett, Maranoa, Pot Curtis, and Leichhardt? Yes. 
2. 1 believe you are generally connected with squatting pursuits in those districts? Yes. 

23 June, 188. 3. Have you formed any stations yourself? Yes, in the Wide Bay District. 
'4. Were you the original discoverer of those stations? I was the original occupant. Other 
people had seen them before, but I took them up. 
5. You have had opportunities of knowing something of the natives in that part of the 
country? Yes; in consequence of taking up these stations particularly. 
.6. Have you suffured in property or in the lives of your shepherds from the natives? I 
have never had a man killed. 

Have you had sheep taken away? I never had sheep taken away, but I have had plenty 
of cattle killed. The stations I formed were for cattle. Stockmen are not so liable to be 
killed as shepherds. 
Are the natives allowed in upon your stations? We kept them out at first, but they are 

now allowed in. I approve of the principle when all can pull together; but for one squatter 
to allow them in and others to keep them out is wrong. 
Are they generally allowed in, in your district? Yes, now they are. As soon as 

Mr. Walker came down with a company of police, we agreed together to let them in, but 
before that we dared not do it. 

Then the presence of a section of Mr. Walker's Native Police tended to protect your 
property? Decidedly. 
11 As well as the lives of the native blacks? Yes. 

Then you consider that the employment of the Native Police is merciful, both to the 
squatters and the natives ? An effective force would be so. I will point to the case of the 
very first company or section of native troopers that Mr. 'i' alker brought from the southward 
to Cailandoon. That was the first scene of his operations. I bought a large cattle station 
there, from Mr. Larnach, just before the troopers came up. The blacks before that had been 
so very troublesome that he could not get a purchaser for it, and he had to sell it at a 
sacrifice, in fact You could scarcely get a. man to go into that district for double he wages 
paid anywhere else, and no woman would go near it at all. The lint-keepers wunid not 
venture to go down to the water-hole without being armed with gun or pistol. But in less 
than three months after the Native Police came up, that district was so quiet that a man 
could walk about anywhere. Mr. Walker met the blacks killing cattle close to my 
camp, and they had a stand up fight for it. The blaekswere so completely put down on 
that occasion, and terrified at the power of the police, that they never committed any more 
depredations near there. The place was quiet at once, and property became fifty per cent. 
more valuable. 
Then the Native Police Force under Mr. Walker was efficient? That section was more 

efficient than they have ever been since; because, when he got more to do he had to trust to 
others To increase the force, lie had to go away a second time to the Murrumbidgee and 
Laehlan, and those places. Mr. Walker had several advantages: lie was a superintendent in 
these Southern Districts, and knew a great deal of the country, and the blacks there indi-
vidually, and that enabled him to recruit successfully. I do not think a stranger going there 
would find it such an easy matter; and I could tell him, whoever he might be, that the 

squatters 
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squatters would not at all like his presence to take their black servants; because it is not W. B. Tooth, 
wild men we want for troopers, but men broken in by the squatters; and they do not like Esq., M.P. 
these men to leave their service to join the police. I remember there was a great deal of '- 
dissatisfaction about it. . 23 June, 1858. 

In what district? When they tried to get men in the neighbourhood of Callandoon to 
send out to Wide Bay. I believe a letter was written to the Colonial Secretary on the sub-
ject, and a correspondence took place between Mr. Walker and the Government. 

Are you at all aware of the state of the Native Police Force at present? It is in a 
wretched state. 

How do you account for that? In this way: that the Native Police Force having been 
disbanded, it has required more time than there has been to re-organize it as it ought to be 
done. For instance, there has not been time for the Commandant to go away to get 
troopers; he has had to get them in the district where they do duty. Even now, I under-
stand, he is only going as far as Callandoon and the Clarence. I think lie will have a great 
deal of difficulty in doing it. I think if anything could be done temporarily to give better 
protection for a short time, an attempt ought to be made to get troopers from the Lower 
Darling. 

What temporary measure would you suggest? I should say protection might be afforded 
by supplementing the Lorce with about one-third European troopers. I do not see any other 
way of doing it. 

You think that should take place immediately? Yes; and then if they should seem to 
work well together the arrangement could be continued, and if not, other troopers could be 
got in the meantime. They will always he wanted as long as we want a border police force 
at all; and it would be far better to get them by degrees—ten or twenty at a time, than fifty 
at once—and much easier to do it. 

If it were possible to send twenty white troopers at once from Sydney to the scene of 
these murders, do you think it would be desirable? I do, decidedly. I think it ought to 
be tried. It is worth trying. There is no other way that I see. 
If this could be done, the Commandant of the Native Police would have an opportunity of 

seeing how the amalgamation of white and black troopers would work? Yes. I think I would 
give him power to distribute the white troopers as he pleased. I would not order him to put 
any particular number of whites with blacks. There may be one or two companies of native 
troopers who are quite efilcient by themselves; for instance, the section under Mr. Murray's 
command. The Commandant might think it unadvisable to disturb that section. I would 
therefore give him poier to mix the Europeans with the natives as he might think best. 
Mr. Murray bears the flame of a very efficient ofilcer? Yes, he does. 
Do you think if Murray were sent to the Namoi and the adjoining tlistricts, he would 

be able to recruit native troopers there? I do not think he could on the Namoi ; the time 
has gone by. When I was sending some cattle from there, we could scarcely get a black 
boy to go with the stoekuien. I believe the best place is near the junction of the Darling 
with the Murray. 

Do you think that the best place on account of the number of natives there? Not only 
on account of their numbers, but because they are a superior class of blacks, and are more to 
be depended_upon, than in the northern districts—they are more skilful in warfare, and are 
a finer race of men. 

Suppose it were possible to send up twenty troopers from Sydney, would you send horses 
with them? No; I would rather buy horses that have been bred in the districts, because 
they do better, and are acclimatised. 

2.5. Are horses easily obtainable in the district? I should say so. I noticed that at a 
large sale of horses the other day at Brisbane, from Mr. Leslie's stud, the average was only 
a head. 

Where would you suggest that these white troopers should be landed in the first instance? 
That would depend on circumstances, and where the Commandant was. If the Commandant 
were at Wide Bay, I would land them there, but if at Brisbane, then I would send them 
there. I should send them wherever the Commandant might be. 

Where would you suggest that the head-quarters of the Native Police should be? I 
think Maryborough would be most central. There is not much need of the Native Police on 
the Clarence, I should think; and the Commandant has very little to look after there. If he 
were at Brisbane his work would be nearly all to the north. 

You are in favor of having head-quarters? Not of having any great quantity of police 
at head-quarters, but of head-quarters for the accounts and stores. 

And for drilling? That is quite another t.hing. But after they were drilled and formed 
into sections, I do not see any necessity for them to go to head-quarters any more. 

Would you suggest barracks at head-quarters? I would not have barrack accommodation 
for more than twenty men 

Are there barracks now erected at Maryhorough? I do not know; I believe the station 
is at Tyro Lagoon, about sixteen miles up the river. 

You are not aware whether there. are any buildings erected, or not? No; but the 
settlers, if they regarded their own interest, would build barracks for the troopers on their 
stations. I did it; I built a large place for the troopers, where they could conic and stop a 
day or two, and then go on. They must be moving about to be effective. They will not sleep 
in a hut, if you build the barracks, they will put their saddles inside, and sleep out. - 

You would surely suggest buildings at head-quarters? Yes, at head-quarters; but not 
for more than fifteen or twenty men. I do not see the necessity of going to any great 
expense about it either. 

By Mr. ?o-s1er: Would not a large tent or tarpaulin, or several such things, be found 
useful in place of barracks? They would soon wear out. If heavy, the objection would be 
to the load for the horses to carry; and il light, the friction would soon wear them out. 
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W. B. Tooth, 35. Do you think the expense would be greater, on the whole, than .that of putting up huts?' 
Esq., M.P. I think it would; if they were rolled up damp, and allowed to remain so for a short time, they.  

would he spoiled. These men are so careless, that anything that can spoil will spoil in their hands.. 
23 June, 1858. 36. The officer in command is supposed to look after their accoutrements ? No doubt he 

ought to do it, and perhaps does do it; but fancy having to look after the saddling up of all 
his troopers. There is inevitably great wear and tear. 
Do you not think the force might be less expensively managed than it is at present ? I 

can hardly say, unless you can put some particular point of expense to me. 
I will put the case of their carrying heavy swords, which they never use? They are not 

required at all, and are a very great incumbrance. 
Is it not the great object in fitting out a native policeman to put a light weight on his 

horse? Yes. 
These swords add a great deal to the weight? A great deal. 
Are there not other things they carry which are unnecessary-they have different 

uniforms, for instance? They may have them, but I never saw them-there is no necessity 
for them. 
Have you not seen a very heavy kind of military saddle supplied to them, instead of which 

a much lighter saddle would be better? Yes. A common stockman's saddle would be much 
better than any other saddle, and more easily kept in oider. 
And last better? Yes. 
By the Uhairman: Could they fix holsters on saddles of that description ? Yes; stock-

men go about with pistols and holsters on their saddles. There is no doubt that European 
troopers are not able to follow the blacks in these scrubs. Mr. Walker's troopers (I do not 
know what they do now) used to strip and go in after them naked, because the scrubs are 
of such a kind that their clothes become entangled. You would not get an European to do 
the same; in fact he would not be able to do it. 
By .lIIr. Forsfei': Have you noticed the kind of intercourse that exists betwcen any of 

the recently appointed officers and their men ? No, I have not. 
You are not acquainted with any of the new officers, perhaps? I am not, except the 

Commandant; I have known Mr. Murray for many years. 
Do you think the officers generally have sufficient authority over the men ? They had 

at one time. 
That was in-Mr. Walker's time ? Yes. 
Do you think they have not since ? I think Mr. Murray and Mr. Bligh have, and so 

had Mr. Marshall, and several other old officers. 
Did you ever know the force to be in an efficient state since the time you speak of under 

Mr. Walker? Never since it was disbanded. 
Was it not inefficient under him latterly? It was not so efficient as it was at first. The 

section at Callandoon was the perfection of a protective force when it first came up; but it 
gradually got worse and worse under Mr. Walker himself. 
Since that time the force has never recovered? It has not began to recover. One-half 

the troopers are next to no good at all, except to ride about and show themselves. 
Do you think the troopers, from the way they are selected, are capable of being made 

useful at all? They can never be efficient while they are selected from the di!tricts where 
they are employed. 
Do you not think the squatters would be better without such troopers? Anything is 

better than nothing. 
Do you not think a force of white men would be better than troopers selected in that 

way?. Yes, but for the scrubs. 
Supposing the white troopers cannot pursue the blacks at all in the scrubs, do you not 

think that the injury that is done by selecting black troopers from the immediate neighbour-
hood is greater than any good derived from it? I do not think any injury would be done if 
the men would not abscond. 
But they do abscond? I have heard they do. 
Do you not think they would carry on intercourse with their own tribes? That would 

depend a good deal on circumstances. If you can get men that the tribes have a down upon 
they will be true, because they know that if they leave you the tribes will kill them; but 
you do not know when you have actually got these men. 
All depends on the selection of individuals? Yes. 
And that again depends on having a good Commandant, in fact? Yes. 
B, Mr. Taylor: Do you not think the body would be better organized if there were one 

main head-quarters stationary, and the whole force divided into different sections with settled-
stations? The disturbed district is about three hundred miles long and very wide; and I 
think there would be no necessity for any of the sections ever to come to head-quarters. 
Still, things might occur at some of these out stations which would require correspoudence 

with the Commandant? The Commandant ought, of course, to have some place where he can 
be corresponded with, but not a barracks for the main body of the force to come to. 
Would he not be more useful if he were almost stationary at head-quarters-going out 

at times, of course, but remaining chiefly at head-quarters? I do not think so; because 
I think he ought to have power to employ his subordinate officers, and that he ought to be 
moving about to judge for himself whether the officers were doing their duty. I would make 
him the responsible man, and expect him to find officers to do the duty. Until that is done 
you will never get efficient officers. I would give him full power to appoint his own officers, 
just the same as I would give to the head superintendent of a number of stations power to 
appoint his own overseers at the different stations, and I would hold him responsible for the 
efficiency of the corps, in the same way as I would hold the superintendent for the good man-
agement of the stations. 
You would give him the sole power, without referring to the Government at all, to appoint 

whatever officers he pleases? I would. 

Henry 
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Henry Midland Pearse, Esq., called in and examined : H. M.Pae, 

By the Chairman: What is your occupation? I have been managing for Mr. bit in 
the Dawson District lately, at Bungaban. 

June 1S. How far is that from (i-ayndah? One hundred and ten miles. 23 

In what direction? About west of Gayndah. 
How far from Hornet Bank? I believe it is about forty-five miles, but I never was there. 
Were you there when the station at. Bungaban was first formed? No. - 
How long have you been there? Since the middle of January, 187. 
I presume you have had many opportunities of knowing the manners and customs of the 

blacks in that part of the country ? Only since the time I mention. 
Do you allow them in upon your station? Yes; they were there till last shearing time. 
Did they go away then? Yes. 
Under what circumstances? They went of their own accord. 
You did not send them away? No. 

12..Have you ever sent them away? No, I never did. 
Have they not returned since? Not up to the time I left the station. 
To what cause do you attribute their absence? - I suppose they were frightened, having 

heard the news that the police were about after them. 
Have they ever done any injury on the station under your charge? None whatever. 

We lost a few wedders at head station, supposed to have been taken by strange blacks. 
Have they speared no cattle? No; they have never done us any injury whatever: 
Have they committed depredations and murders in the neighbourhood? Yes, on the 

next station. 
Which' is the nearest station to you ? Mr. Yaldwin's, at Taroom. 
How long ago? The latter end of 1857. 

.20. Did they commit murders there? Yes; two men were reported to be killed on Mr. 
Yaldwin's station. 
Were they shepherds? I believe they were; it was reported so. 
How far distant from your station where the murders committed? About twenty-five 

miles, I believe; I have never been at the place. 
As long as you have been in the district, the blacks have never injured the property you 

had in charge? Never. 
Could you.give the Committee your ideas of the reasons for their behaving so well on 

your station ? I imagine we are an inside station, and the stations where the murders have 
been committed are on the frontier,, and surrounded by scrubby and broken country. 
If the blacks had come in to your station again after they had left, would you have 

admitted them? Yes; I promised them I would take care of them if they did come in. 
•Ilave you had opportunities of observing the Native Police Force? I have seen 'it 

passing and re-passing at different times. ' 
What is your opinion of that force? I have said from the beginning that if there never 

had been any Native POlice Force these murders would not have been committed to such an 
extent, because the people would have protected themselves. 
By that remark, I suppose you wish to impress the Committee with the idea that the 

squatters were hanging to the Native Police for protection? In some measure I should 
imagine so. . 
By Mr. Forster: You say they could have protected themselves without the Native 

Police I think they could, because I have been in other parts of the country where we 
had no Native Police, and we never required them. 
By the Chairman: What I understand from you is that the squatters have not taken 

any trouble to protect themselves, owing to the presence of the Native Police? I do not 
know what they have done on the Dawson. I know very few parties out there. I imagine 
they looked entirely to the Native Police for protection. 
You imagine that if there had been no Police Force the squatters would have combined 

and defended themselves with greater advantage?. Yes; I think so. 
32.. In what other parts of the Colony have you been previously? On the Lower Macquarie, 
and all those western waters down the Barwan and Darling. 
In these districts you were enabled sufficiently to protect yourselves? Yes. In fact I 

have never had any trouble with the blacks wherever I have been. 
Are you aware whether the present Native Police Force is efficient or not? Some of 

them may be; some are very good men. 
Could you suggest to the Committee any immediate remedy to stop the outrages? It is 

'really a very difficult thing to suggest. It is difficult even for those people who live in the 
immediate neighbourhood to do so. 
Would you approve of white trobpers being sent from Sydney? I cannot see what 

use they would be, unless they were led by men who knew the country. - 
Suppose they were led by the officers of the Native Police and accompanied by the native 

troopers? If the officers were good bushmen, and were accompanied by blacks who could 
track, then they might be of some service. 
Would they not materially strengthen 'the force? That would depend upon the manage-

ment of them upon the ground. 
What is the nature of the country in the Dawson River District? It is scrubby. All 

the hills, whether high or low, are covered with dense briclow scrub, which it is difficult to 
get through even on foot. 
Do the blacks get into these scrubs after they have committed murders? I believe . so. 
Have you ever been out after the blacks? Never. 
You have never had any occasion? No. 
Is the country where you have been living open? Tolerably open, with the exception 

f the tops of the hills. 
831-I 44. 



MINUTES OT EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFOItE TE SELECT COMMITTEE 

H. 31. Pearse, 44. On what water is the station? On a tributary of the Dawson River. 
45. Are the Native Police generally well received at the different squatting stations when 
they come up? I imagine so They have been always well received at our place. 

3 june 1855. 46. Have you heard anything to the contrary? I cannot say I have. 
Do you not imagine there is a general feeling of co-operation between the squatters and 

the native troopers? In some instances there may be. Others speak against them some- 
t.imes. Perhaps it is merely because they cannot always get them just when they want them. 
No doubt the Native Police would be very efficient if they were lcd by officers that were good 

bushmen. 
Is not that the case? I cannot say they are not good bushmen, all of them; but I 

should think men sent out of the towns cannot be much good in the country. 
Is that the case with many of the officers? I understand so, in more than one instance. 
That you think is bad? Decidedly. 
Are the Native Police troopers generally well horsed? Yes. 
Do they seem to take care of their horses? I should say they do; but they all require 

looking after. 
Have you noticed their saddles? I have. 
Do you approve of them? I have not made any observation with regard to them. 

It seems to me almost necessary for them to have the saddles they use, on account of the 
heavy weight they carry, carbines and cloaks, and such things. 
It is necessary they should be large? Of course a large saddle is decidedly preferable 

to a small one in any case for a man to ride on. 
Could you suggest to the Committee where the head-quarters of the Native Police Force 

might be? It is difficult do so. At Maryborough the blacks are sometimes more trouble-
some than they are any where else. 
You could not suggest where the head-quarters might be? No. 
By Mi'. Taylor: Do you not think the presence of a certain number of white troopers in 

the district would tend to frighten the blacks, and to prevent these outrages, even though 
they could not follow them into the scrubs? I do not think so. I think one good man on a 
station would be worth all that could be sent from Sydney-one good bushman I mean. 

By Mr. luckley: If you could get desirable men, bushmen, in Sydney to send up to the 
force, would they not be of use? I do not think much of the Sydney men at all to send into 

the bush. 
If good bushmen could be picked up in Sydney and sent up there, would they not be of 

good service? If they are good bushmen, no matter where they come from, that seems to me 

.40 be the principal thing. They must be men who would not be running about on the tracks 
of roads. Any one can do that. 
Such an addition to the force you think would be of some service? I think so. 
BY the U/i airman: Have you felt perfectly secure in your station ever since you have 

been there? Quite so. 
Do you imagine that the natives might leave your station, go to those outlying stations, 

commit murder, and return in again to you? I am very doutbful about that. It is generally 
supposed that they know of all these things before they are committed-I merely speak from 
supposition-but still we never can get it out of them. I mean that before a murder is 
committed, the blacks for hundreds of mils round know that such a thing is going to take 
place, as far as I can find out from having spoken to the blacks after the event. But 
such is the combination that you ftnnot get them to speak out. I have heard of it when 
they have been talking of the event afterwards. 
Do you happen to know whether the blacks are admitted on the squatting stations out-

lying beyond you? No, I believe not. The blacks were admitted at Mr. Yaldwin's place 
some time after they had left our place; but they were not the same blacks that had left 
our place; as far as I heard they went in a different direction. 
Is it not generally known that Mr. Yaldwin has treated the blacks with great kindness? 

Report has said so. 
And yet be has lost.two men? And yet be has lost two men. 
Therefore, admitting the blacks on the stations gives no security to the proprietor as to 

life and property? That depends on the way you treat them in great measure. 
How would you treat them? I keep them at a proper distance, and if I employ them I 

give them what I promise, and send them to their camps. 
Have you employed them? Yes, in many ways,-sheep washing, drafting sheep, cutting 

bark, and so on. I had them all last winter. I paid them for what they did, and I found 
them very useful, and always willing to stop with me. They would come back, only that they 
are frightened now. 

710. Have you found the blacks to the north a superior race to those you have came in contact 
with on the Darling ? No, I think they are inferior. . 
Are they larger? I do not see any difference with regard to size; if anything, I should 

say they are smaller. 
You do not approve of the present Native Police Force? I have said so, and I have 

heard other people join with me; because, in other parts of the Colony that I have been in, 
if the blacks committed any depredations the whites always protected themselves. 
- 73. Do you not imagine that the blacks in the districts where these murders have been com-
mitted have been greatly assisted by the scrubby and mountainous nature of the country? 
Yes. And very probably some of the deserters or disbanded Native Police have been the 
principal leaders. 
74. Is not the country on the Dawson more scrubby and mountainous than any other district 
in the Colony that you have been in? Yes, where the frontier stations are, I think it is. 
I- have never seen it myself; I only speak from hearsay. It is described to me as a broken 
country extending for hundreds of miles. 

75. 
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Do you form your idea of it from your own station? Our country is not much broken. It. M. Pearse. 
We are on the south side of the Dawson; I am speaking of the north-west side. Esq. 
Do you in any way attribute the murders which have been committed by the blacks to 

the harsh manner in which they have been treated by the squatters? I have often heard of 23 June, 1858. 
instances of that kind where the blacks have been badly treated or badly used, and that they 
have retaliated in some way or other. It may be so; I do not say it is in this case. 
You are speaking generally? Yes. 

Can you give the Committee any further suggestions? I think the native troopers 
should be brought up from other parts of the country. It is no use to have men picked up 
in the neighbourhood, or within a hundred or a hundred and fifty miles, because they are apt 
to bolt, particularly if there is any mismanagement on the part of the officer. If they were 
treated as well as blacks should be. about a station, I think they would stick to their officers 
just the same as they would stick to us at a station. 
Do you know the Commandant of the Native Police, Mr. Morissett? Yes. 
Would you vest him with the appointment of his subordinate officers? Most assuredly 

I would. 

I. Do you think he is fully capable of carrying out the duties of Commandant? I think it 
would be difficult to get a better man. 
Is he a good bushman? I should imagine he is, because he is here and there in every 

direction across the country. 
He is an active man? Very much so. 
Do you think if sufficient time were given him he would he able to reorganize the force? 

It is very possible he may. 
From what you have seen of him, do you.think it is likely he will do so? I should say 

if any one can he ought to be able to do it. 
Have you frequently had opportunities of seeing him? Very frequently. I was not 

acquainted with him much before he became Commandant; but I have met him since 
frequently. 
Have you ever met Mr. Murray? Yes. 
Is he an efficient officer? Very much so, I think. I speak from general report. Mr. 

Bligh is also a good officer, I know, and also another officer, Mr. Powell, whom I have seen 
frequently. 
Are you aware of the number of officers attached to the Native Police Force? No, I 

cannot say I am. 

THURSDAY, 15 JULY, 1858. 

lirtøtnt:- 
Mn. BTTCKLEY, Ma. HODGSON, 
Mn. CRIBB, Mn. JONES, 
Ma. FORSTER, Mn. RICHARDSON, 

Mn. TAYLOR. 

ARTHUR IIODGSON ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Alfred Brown, Esq., called in and examined :- 
By the Cham,man: You are a resident in the Wide Bay District? Yes. A. BmWT, 
In what part? Gingin is the name of my station. . Esq. 
What is the distance from Maryborough? About seventy miles. 
And from Port Curtis? About a hundred miles. is July, 1858. 
Have you been long there? Four or five years. 
Did you form the station yourself? No; it was formed by Mr. Forster. 

7 have you had many opportunities of noticing the conduct of the Native Police? I think 
I have had every opportunity. 
Do you consider them an efficient corps? I do not. 
Did you ever consider them efficient? They were at one time-at the commencement. 
Who was Commandant then? Mr. Frederick Walker. 
Their efficiency has ceased since Mr. Walker was superseded ? Yes. 
Will you be good enough to state some of your reasons for drawing that conclusion? I 

think the principal reason of their inefficiency is that they have inefficient officers. Some of 
the officers appointed are not at all adapted to the command of the force. 
Are you speaking generally? It is so in many cases, or I might say in most cases. 
Do you include the present Commandant? I do not think he is an efficient officer; I 

do not think he understands his business. I have seen personally very little of him; but, 
if I may judge from the officers, and the way in which the force is conducted, I think he is 
to blame in some points. 
Will you be good enough to state to the Committee any instances of inefficiency in the 

officers that have come under your notice, not mentioning names? I consider that one 
essential object of the employment of the force is that they should be continuously patrolling 
the country, which they do not do. I consider they adhere too much to the roads, 
instead of following the blacks and patrolling through the bush. I consider 
also, that the officers do nt keep up that degree of discipline amongst the troopers that 
certainly was maintained by Mr. Walker, and to which I attribute his efficiency. I 
hare frequently seen officers entire1y led by their troopers; and I consider that the troopers 
ought not to know in which direction they are going out, for this reason, that at the stations 

they 
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A. Brown, they make acquaintance with the blacks, principally through the women, and I believe they 
Es1. give them information which they ought not to possess, as to where the next movemeut-of 

the force will be. That is one reason of their inefficiency, and I think the principal one. 
15 July, 1858. 16. Could you make any suggestions to the Committee, with the view of making the force 

more efficient? It struck me that the addition of a white force with them would be beneficial. 
In what proportion? I think the same proportion would not be applicable to all 

districts. From what I know and have heard of portions of the Leichhardt. District, where 
scrub so much abounds, I scarcely think a white • force there would act well; but I would 
suggest that in my own neighbourhood, which I consider moderately quiet now, there should 
be a force of, say four white men and two blacks; as trackers besides the officer. Such a 
force would be sufficient in moderately quiet neighbourhoods ; but in outlying districts 
where scrub is so very general, through which it is exceedingly difficult, or I might pay 
impossible for white men to follow the natives with sufficient rapidity, I would have a body 
of Native Police, or two, at dispesal, so that in ease of necessity they could follow the blacks 
through the scrubs. 
You would vary the number of white men according the nature of the country? Yes. 
By Mr. Jones: In some districts you would have a force consisting chiefly of whites, 

and in others, a force consisting chiefly of blacks? Yes. 
By the Chairman: You would place the whole force under one Commandant? Yes. 

My view is that the present disorganization of the force is owing principally to its being very 
badly officered. 
From what cause? -Because the officers have been appointed by persons from Sydney 

who know nothing about the force. I consider that the Commandant ought to have the 
entire appointment of his officers. If you wanted officers for a force consisting entirely of 
blacks, for the remote districts, you might then make a selection of officers for that purpose 
from the whole. I could go now and select perhaps six good officers; their sections are 
moderately efficient; whereas some of them are worse than useless. 
That you should say from your own observation t Yes. 
If it were pqssible to send up twenty troopers from Sydney, would you not place them 

immediately under the control of the Commandant, and allow him to dispose of them as he 
thought proper? Yes. I think everything should be left to the direction of the Commandant. 
I do not know what powers are vested, in, the Government Resident at Moreton Bay; but he 
appears to, have the control of this force in some way. I do not think he ought to have 
anything to do with it. Brisbane is quite out of the way of its operations. 

Where would you suggest that the head-quarters of the Native Police should be? The 
head-quarters should be as nearly central as possible. If otherwise, I would have it more to 
the northward, where the force is more wanted. 
Where would that be? I think the Burnett would be as good a place as any; that is 

where it was in Mr. Walkers time; but now the squatierg have gone out further to the 
north than they were then, 
Would you approve of Maryborough? No; the only advantage would be, that it would 

be economical for the supply of the force; but that gain would be very inconsiderable. I 
think Gayndah a good place. 
There would then be inland carriage? Yes, eighty miles, from Maryborough. The 

Native Police generally get their rations at stations, so that there would be very little 
carriage. 
Do they get rations at stations withoutny difficulty? They have not latterly; many 

persons have objecte,d to supply them on account of their inefficiency; and not only that, 
but the difficulty of getting the rations paid for under Mr. Walker's management. 
The difficulty of getting paid has ceased, has it not? For supplying the present force 

we have always been paid. I allude to money that has been due. 
By M. Ric1iardsn : In the districts you have spoken of, where the scrubs are dense, 

would you have any proportion of whites at all in the Police Force? No; what I meant 
was, to have no whites at all in such districts, where you can get efficient native troopers. 
I have known white men 'to attempt to follow the blacks in the scrubs, but it is almost 
impossible to do so. They are obliged to strip off their clothing, in order to get through 
rapidly. 
You stated that, in your opinion, the present Commandant was not an efficient man? 

Yes. 
Supposing any number of white troopers were sent up from Sydney to the scene of the 

recent outrages, do you think he could manage them? He would not control them as well 
as a better man. I consider that a man peculiarly adapted for the post may be one in five 
'hundred. 

Do you think the Commandant is likely to improve—he has not been long there? I 
believe he does his best. Perhaps he is above the average. 
Do you think it necessary for the native troopers, when first enlisted, to undergo any 

training at head-quarters? No; I do not think there could be any benefit from that. I 
think a few recruits should be put with a force that is in training, and be sent out at once 
on an expedition. They could have no better training. 
As I understand you, you do not think the present system a good one, where the scrubs 

are not so dense as to render it necessary that native troopers should be employed to pursue 
them? No; I suggest that there should be some white troopers in such cases. If a black 
force were well officered, I dare say it would do, and it would be economical; but the wild 
tribes require to be followed and a constant system of patrolling to be kept up, and, as a 
general rule, the black troopers are not suited to these dutise in open country so well as 
white men. Their habits and dispositions are the reverse of energetic; and it is only under 
excitement that they work well. I consider that a white force would be much more diligent, 
and always willing -to do some work. - 
- 36. 
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You said that one reason of the inefficiency of the present force is, that the native A. Browi; 

troopers tell the blacks where they are going? That is one clement of inefficiency. Esq. 

That could be easily, obviated? If you had proper officers it could; but that is the 
difficulty. Some of the officers of the force are intemperate in their habits. lo July, 1859. 

By the Chairman : That is generally known to be the case, is it not? Yes, that some 
of them are intemperate. 
By Mr. Rich arc/son: WTouid you enlist blacks as troopers at a distance from where they 

are to be employed? Decidedly. 
Where do you think would he the best place to enlist them ? I should think somewhere 

about the Murray. You could not have a better class of men than those Mr. Walker brought 
from that part of the country. 
Do you attribute the circumstance of Mr. Walker having got good blacks to his good 

management? Perhaps so. That was partly the reason of his efficiency. I think he had 
tact in the management of the force. 
Which you think the present Commandant does not possess? I have not seen so much 

of the present Commandant as I did of Mr. Walker; but from what I can gather, I think 
he has not as much tact. 
By Mr. Foster: Do you consider that the presence of the Native Police Force, in its 

present condition, is useful or mischievous? I think it is mischievous. 
Do you attribute the occurrence of a larger number of murders than usual to the 

inefficiency of the force? Yes. 
Do you think that if there had been no force at all so many murders would have occurred? 

I do not think they would. 
In speaking of the inefficiency of the force since Mr. Walker's dismissal, do you mean to 

infer that it was never inefficient under Mr. Walker himself? No, I do not say that ; it 
was inefficient at times. 
Do you not consider that it was in a very inefficient state long before his dismissal? 

Yes, decidedly. 
Do you consider that his dismissal was a necessary act? Yes, an act of justice; because 

he was so intemperate. 
May it not be, then, that the inefficiency to which Mr. Walker reduced the force has 

remained from that day to the present—that in some degree he was the cause of its present 
inefficiency? Yes, but from a different reason,—it was from his intemperate habits that his 
inefficiency arose. 

You consider that his intemperance led to his becoming unfit for his post? Yes. 
In what respect do you consider him to have been so far superior, to other men in 

managing this force—was it from a natural power of command, or from his long familiarity 
with the natives? I cannot describe it better than by saying that he had more tact. 

You mean that he understood the natives? He understood the native character, and 
what was necessary to make them act as a force. 
.1 think you said a man of that kind it is very difficult to obtain ? I think so. 
Then, in fact, the inefficiency of the force, if it arises from a want of that kind, is 

exceedingly difficult to remedy? Yes; you not only require the Commandant to be good, 
but you require his subordinates to be so also. 
Do you attribute any of the present inefficiency of the Native Police to the circumstance 

that the troopers have been selected from districts too near the scene of their employment? 
Yes; they have selected men where they ought not; they have taken them from the 
neighbourhoods where they are to act. I have stated that the force, in its present state, is 
worse than useless, and that is one reason. These men, being near their own tribes, are 
constantly running away, and are now amongst the blacks, who, through them, are acquainted 
with many of our tactics. 
Amongst the secondary causes of inefficiency, you place the selection of troopers from 

tribes in the neighbourhood? Yes. 
Do you not consider also, that another of the secondary causes is the constant intercourse 

carried on by the black troopers with the women of the tribes in the neighbourhood? I do 
not think that would be of much consequence if the officer did not tell his troopers where he 
was going. 
You are aware that wherever the Native Police encamp they are always attended by a 

large number of the womem of the tribes? They are in some instances; but I do not 
think it is general. 

Where it does occur does it not inevitably lead to the dissemination of the intended 
movements of the force among the blacks? Yes. The troopers themselves should not know 
what was going to occur. 
CO. Then you think that if the officer in command exercised a proper discretion in keeping 
silence as to his intentions, no harm would result otherwise from this intercourse? Not so 
much harm. 
Do you think the presence of these native women, and the intercourse thus going on, 

might not lead the troopers, in some cases, to neglect their duty—to show, in fact, a sort of 
favoritism to one tribe more than to another, when they were required to act? Yes, I think 
it would. 
In that way it would act prejudicially? It does now, because the troopers are chosen 

from the immediate neighbourhood. If they were selected from the Murray, or any distant 
district, I do not think it would have so much effect. Again, if they were constantly on the 
move, as they should be in patrolling, they could have very little connection with the women 
of any particular tribe. 
Do not the gins travel with them? They do; but they are said tobelong to' eath 

trooper. . "p 

They are their wives, in a certain way? Yes. Each trooper is supposed to hiive a' 
331—K spare 
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A.Brown, spare horse, and I have repeatedly seen the'gins riding these spare horses. That is a thing 
1• the officers are to blame for. 

Go. Do you think it is for the public benefit that the wives of the troopers should accompany 
ihu1y, 188. them in that way? I should imagine not. 

It would be impossible, I presume, to prevent the troopers from having access to the 
native women ? I think it would. 
Have you observed at all that the officers since Mr. Walker's time have in their 

demeanour and in their intercourse with their men shown an improper familiarity—that 
they have treated them in a way that has led to their entertaining rather a feeling of con-
tempt for their officers? I think they have. 

Have you observed that very often to prevail amongst the young officers? I cannot say 
very often ; instances have come under my notice. 
It leads to insubordination among the troopers? Unquestionably. 
In many cases, do you not think the troopers have had the management of their own 

movements—that they could do as they liked, because the officer felt himself unable to 
control them ? In some cases that has been so. That arises from officers being sent up who 
know nothing of what should be done; and when once they have yielded themselves to be 
guided by their troopers, they cannot well regain their authority. 

Do you not think that young men might be selected who would get over that first 
incapacity? I have seen instances of it. 
Have not the cases you allude to been those, not of young men, but of men with regard 

to whom there is good reason to suspect that they were previously of intemperate habits— 
habits which, in fact, unfitted them for other offices, but which were overlooked when they 
were transferred to these remote localities ? Yes. 

So that the objection does not lie so much against young men, if properly selected, as 
against men who have been found unfit in other places, and have been put into these offices 
for which they are also unfit ? The objection is against men that should not have been 
appointed_ that I would not myself have aDpointed—from the evident failing they had. 
You do not approve of the combination of blacks with whites, in general, as troopers? 

I think there should be rather more white troopers than blacks, in ordinary cases. 
715. Do you not think a proportion of one white trooper to two blacks would be sufficient? I 
think a larger proportion of white men would he bctter. 
76 The presence of white men would give the officer in command of each section greater 
confidence in doing his duty, and in controlling his force ? I think it would, in a general 
way. 

May not the want of con t.rol that you speak of on the part of young officers have arisen 
very often from a feeling of insecurity and a want of confidence in themselves, which would 
have some chance of being removed by the presence of white troopers? Exactly so. For 
that reason I recommend an almost entirely white force, where the country is tolerably 
quiet. 

Has it come under your notice that a proposal was made some time ago that the Benches 
of Magistrates should have power to report as to the condition and proceedings of the Native 
Police, without any power of interference with them ? I am aware the proposal was made. 
Do you approve of it? I do. 
You think it would have a beneficial effect? I do. 
You would not give the magistrates any power of active interference? No; I think the 

direction of all active matters should be left entirely to the Commandant. If you have not 
confidence in him you can dismiss him 

Would you give the absolute appointment of his officers to the Commandant, or would 
you allow the Government to exercise a veto after he had appointed? He ought not to be 
swayed in any way by the Government -. 
8.3. Might not the entrusting this power solely to the Commandant lead to something like 
the same state of affairs as that which existed in Mr. Walker's time, so that serious dissatis-
ftction might arise long before a remedy could be applied? Of course there must be some 
resource in cases of that kind. 
84. How would you propose to check the exercise of this extraordinary power on the part of 
the Commandant? In any ease, it would not be intil after the appointment was made that 
any officer would be found to be unfit. If the appointment were left in the hands of the 
Government, and the Commandant were to recommend an unfit man to the Government for 
appointment, the Government would of course, in blindness, approve of it—not being able to 
tell whether he were fit or unfit. 
85 have you not been aware that several appointments have been made of men who, from 
the very first, were obviously unfit for the office? Yes. 

Such a thing might occur again, even under the Commandant, if he were a bad officer—
he might appoint unfit men. Might not, in that ease, a state of things arise that would 
lead to serious mischief before a remedy could be applied? Perhaps it would be wise to 
leave some power with the Government; but I would interfere as little as possible with the 
Commandant. 
By Mr. Buckle,,: What course is adopted in the event of the troopers being obliged to 

pursue the blacks into the scrubs—are white men found to be of any service? They are 
not generally found serviceable; they are not quick enough. 

How do the officers manage when the blacks are pursued into the scrub by the native 
troopers? They generally stay outside. 
Would not that be the ease with white troopers? I think they would get over it. I do 

not imagine they would ever be as well able to get through the scrub as blacks; but they 
would acquire a degree of celerity by practice. 
90. If there were a very strong party of blacks to drive out of a scrub, what would be their 
position if the number of native troopers in each division were not sufficient to drive them 

- out? 
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out? A few troopers could drive out almost any number. I should not be at all afraid of A. Brown, 
eight men attenpting to drive out a hundred blacks. Isq. 

Have you never heard of two or three hundred being in a scrub? There are seldom t ' '  

more than two hundred fighting men together. 15 July, 1858. 
Do you think eight men would be sufficient to drive out that number? Quite. 

9.3. iq MiS. Jones: Are black troopers difficult to manage, in your opinion, generally? No, 
[think not, provided they are managed judiciously from the commencement. 

What is necessary to their judicious management? They never should be allowed to be 
itile for any time together. A degree of discipline should also be insisted on—particularly 
with regard to elcauliness, and the proper condition of their arms and accoutrements. 

You think it is difficult to get officers to manage the blacks properly? That is one of 
the difficulties. You require sixteen or eighteen officers, and out of these you might get six 
or eight good ones. 
From your knowledge and experience of the Native Police Force, you think -it is difficult 

to obtain the services of men who are competent, and have a natural aptitude for managing 
blacks? I judge that it is difficult, from the late appointments. 

In the majority of cases you think the persons appointed are not well qualified? That 
is my impression. 

And in consequence of that the force has been inefficient, and, in some cases, actually 
mischievous? . Yes. 

Looking at the difficulty of getting competent men, as proved by the selections already 
made, do you not think some change in the composition of the force is shown to be necessary? 
I do. 

Do you believe that white men are more easily managed, by the average class of officers, 
than black troopers? I think they are. 

You think there are special requisites, not often found in men, to enable them to 
command black troopers ? Yes. 

It is only such men as Mr. Walker, men of the same stamp, that are likely to be 
successful in their management? Do you allude to the Commandant—I thought you were 
also speaking of the junior officers ? 
10:3. I speak of the officers generally,—are you not led, by the experience you have acquired 
of the management of the Native Police, to believe that it is very difficult to find men with 
these special requisites ? I think it is quite possible to find them if you pay them well 
enough. 

Can you account for the circumstance that they have not been found up to this time? 
I do not think the Government have taken sufficient trouble in selecting proper men. 

Do you think any guarantee can be taken that the Government will act differently in 
future—that what has been is not likely to be again? I think it is very likely to again 
occur. I have no confidence in the appointments by the Government. 

Do you believe that if the character of the force were changed to a certain extent,—
that is to say, if a certain proportion of white men were combined with it,—it would be 
more easy of management than it is as a purely native force ? I have expressed thy opinions 
before on that suliject,—that in some districts an entirely native force would be advisable, and 
in quieter districts, where a patrol only would be possibly necessary, that nearly all white 
men should be employed. 

But the point on which I wish your opinion is, whether, if a change were made in the 
composition of the force—if there were an infusion, more or less, of white men—it would 
be likely to be better managed than a purely native force? It would. 

Do you not think that even in the more remote districts, where the scrub abounds, it 
would exercise a beneficial influence on the character and usefulness of the force if there 
were a small proportion of white men, so as to make the force more manageable, and to give 
the officer more confidence in acting? In places where they are likely to be required, I 
would suggest that the force should be composed entirely of blacks, good officers being 
appointed to command them, for the sole purpose of pursuing the natives through the scrubs; 
and where scrubs'do notabôund, I would have a chiefly white force, because I consider white 
men would display more enterprise. One of the objections I have is, that some of the officers . . 
permit what are called corrobories—the gathering together of blacks from all direction, 
north, south, east and west, to one spot. That has a very baneful effect. The blacks whom 
we employ as shepherds and stockmen, and who are very useful to us and very benficial to 
the country, are obliged to attend these meetings, on pain of excommunication, or something 
of thç kind. I have known many blacks who did not wish to go, but they have told me they 
were obliged to do so. These corrobories I have frequently wished the officer of Native 
Police to disperse; but be would merely ride among them and send them away a few niiles, 
without seeing that every tribe went to its own neighbourhood. I attribute many murders 
and outrages to these corrobories 

You do not think any good would arise by sending any white force to the frontier scrub 
districts? I would have one or two sections of a purely native force at the disposal of the 
Commandant; but in some districts, within a few miles, there might be a station where a 
combination of white men and black would be judicious. . 

I understood you that you would keep a sort of special corps for scrub service? Exactly. 
I would place both white and black men at the disposal of the Commandant, and allow him 
to distribute them. 
111 With regard to those divisions intended for scrub country, you would make it a sine 
qua non that' the officer in charge of each should be really a competent man? Yes; not 
because it is scrub country, but because it is a. force of blacks.  
112. Have you had any opportunity of observing the conduct of the black troopers in their 
encounters with the native tribes, as to. whether they needlessly destroy life? I think not.. 
My 'experience is that they do not. 

. 
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A. Brown, 113. Do you think they are under the control of their officers in these encounters? Yes, 
Esq. moderately so. There are some instances in which they are not; but that I attribute to the 

inefficiency of the officers. I think if they are well officered, and the officer acts as he should, 
15 July, 188. they would be under control. 

Do you think they are likely to be as much under control when actually engaged in 
encounters as a white force would? Not quite. 

And, therefore, there is more risk of their taking life unnecessarily than there would 
be with a white force, or a force contOining a large proportion of white men ? Yes, I think 
there is. 

By Air. Taylor : If there were more white men than there are at present, would they 
require the same number of officers? Yes, I think so, for this reason, that there must be 
an officer to each section. The sections are small. With regard to the selection of officers, 
I would suggest that you would be more likely to. find the description of officers you require 
in the way of sergeants-in that rank in life. 

By the Chairman: Would you approve of a white trooper being attached to a body of 
native troopers to look after the saddlery; are you aware that the saddlery is very much 
neglected? I think very likely it is. 

Do you think one white man to each section of black troopers would be sufficient to 
look after the saddlery? I think one white man to twenty blacks ought to be sufficient for 
that purpose, or he might look after forty. 

1 mean that this man should be a trooper, but that be should also see that the native 
troopers take care of their saddlery? Unless that saddler were a good trooper, I would 
rather pay a saddler to attend to the whole force. 

You do not approve of Brisbane as head-quarters? I do not. 
On account of its not being central? On account of its not being central. 
Are you prepared to point out to the Committee what would be the best spot? If 

Brisbane does not require protection from the force still, I would have it even more north 
than Gayudah. I think if you have a seaport town, Gladstone would be the best place. 

Is not Gladstone central? It is very central now. There are always teams going in 
and out thence in every direction. 

Under all the circumstances within your knowledge, would you consider that sending 
up from twenty to twenty-five troopers from Sydney to the scene of the murders would be 
beneficial? Yes. 

is that your decided opinion? It is. 
Have you allowed the blacks in at your station ? Yes. 
Always? Always. 
Have you suffered from them? I have had no person killed on my station, but I have 

had them injured. 
Are the blacks generally allowed in, in your part of the country? Yes. There is 

scarcely any station in my neighbourhood where they are not allowed in. I speak of the 
station where we are living; but I am forming a station where I would never think of allow-
ing them in. 

By Mr. Richardson: Do you think it desirable they should be allowed in? I think 
so, where they are quiet. 

Can you gather anything of what is going on amongst the tribes, or of their intentions, 
from the blacks who come into the stations? Very rarely. 

How would you enlist the troopers? I think it most essential that some power of 
control should be possessed by the officer over the men, and in the enlistment of the natives 
I would advise the adoption of regulations very similar to martial law. At present the 
troopers leave with impunity. We appear to have no power of punishing. In the case of 
Euiopean troopers also, a desertion by them I would treat, or rather have the power of treat-
ing, with severe punishment. 

W. E. Plunkett, Esq., Secretary to the Crown Law Officers, called in and examined :- 

W.E.Plunkett 1. By the Chairman: Do you produce some papers sent to the Attorney General by Mr. 
Esq. Commissioner Wiseman, relative to the Murders on the Dawson by the Aborigines? I do. 

There are some other papers I have brought also, as likely to afford the Committee information. 
15 July, 1858. There is a Report from the Government Resident at Brisbane, forwarding a communication 

from Mr. Commissioner Wiseman. There are also some letters from Mr. Frederick Walker, 
the late Commandant of the Native Police, complaining of the murder of an aboriginal 
named Tahiti; and also some papers relating to the murder of the Frazer family at Hornet 
Bank. I have brought the whole of the papers relative to the murders in the Northern 
Districts. [The witness produced the papers referred to.] 

William Henry Gaden, Esq., called in and examined 

W. H. Gaden, 1. Bil the Chairman: You are a squatter? I am. 
Esq. 2. MThere  do you live? On the Fitz Roy River. 
----'-----.., 3. How far from Rockhampton? Twenty-five miles. 

15 July, 1858. 4. Did you form your station yourself? No; I bought it frcm Mr. Elliott last year. 
How long have you been there? Since January last. 
Have you had many opportunities of seeing the blacks in that part of the country? Not 

a great deal there, but I have seen something of them in other parts. 
Wljere? In the Burnett and Wide Bay districts, and out further to the ncrbh. 
flow lông have you been in the Northern Districts? Three or fouryears. 
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During that time have you seen much of the working of the Native Police? Yes. I have W. HGaden, 
been out with them sometimes, when I have had occasion to call for their assistance. Esq, 

What is your opinion of the force at the present time? It is not an efficient force. In 
many cases the officers are not efficient, and a great number of the men are selected from the 15 July, 185& 
country, in the immediate neighbourhood, and therefore they have every facility of leaving 
the force, and going to their own tribes again on the slightest provocation. 
What remedy would you propose? To get blacks from the southwar. 
You think that practicable? Yes. 
In what way would you carry it out? I would send one of the experienced officers with 

means for getting them. He would require to take horses, probably, and military uniforms. 
I think an experienced man, who knows the ways of the blacks, would get any number. 
To what district would you, send him? About the lower part of the Murray and 

Nurrumbidgee. The men who came from there originally were the best men they have had 
There are a few of them in the force now, and they are very good men. 
Did you know the force under Mr. Walker? No, I did not. 
Mr. Walker had been superseded previous to your arrival in the Northern Districts? Yes. 
Do you think it advisable to introduce any white troopers amongst the native troopers?. 

I do not think so. 
Under no circumstances? Under no eirctimstances whatever. I think they would be 

quite useless; the sergeant they have with them is quite sufficient. 
What sergeant? At each police station there is one white sergeant, merely to look after 

the saddlery, and see that they keep their accoutrements in order. 
Is that the case now? Yes; there is a white sergeant attached to each police camp. 
Flow many men does a camp consist of? The men are not stationed at the camp, but 

the sergeant is resident there; and the different sections , of the police are backward and 
forward-it is always a calling place. 
Are you aware how many camps there are? I am not, for the police have been moved 

about so much lately, on account of the Dawson murders. 
Under no circumstances do you think it advisable to introduce white troopers? 

Decidedly not. 
Not even in the open country? Not even in the open country. I think black troopers, 

properly disciplined, are far preferable 
Do you think any jealousy would exist on the part of, the black troopers if white men 

were joined with them? I do not think they would get on together at all; and, moreover, 
the white men could not follow the blacks; and I do not think the men themselves would 
agree: constantly knocking about in all weathers, they, would get tired of it, and would 
always be quarrelling among themselves. 
Could you suggest to the Committee the best site for the head-quarters ,of the Native 

Police? 1 do not think I could exactly, for I have been in the outside districts lately, and 
I do not know the. nature of the country about Brisbane and Wide Bay. 
Do you allow the blacks in at your station? I do not. 
Are they allowed upon any of the neighbouring stations? Mr. Archer allows them in; 

he is the only one. 
Do you think it objectionable? I do; I should never allow them in. Where we are 

now is a new station, and it is only within the last few months that there have been any 
stations outside of us. 
What are your reasons for not allowing the blacks in ? They are constantly backwards 

and forwards about the run; they collect in numbers, and we 'require, to keep a strict wath, 
to know whether they will be up to mischief or not. They might take us by surprise at any 
time. 
Do you think the present Native Police Force a mischievous force? No. 
Do you think it tends to the protection of life and property? Yes, it does. 
Have you confidence in the present police force? I have; but I think it might be more 

efficiently managed. 
Do you know the present Commandant? Yes. 
Do you think him an efficient (Joinmandant? I do not think he has had a fair trial 

yet; nor has he had a fair trial with the men, having been obliged to get recruits from the 
immediate neighbourhood where the blacks are troublesome. 
Do you know the officers? I know some of them. 
What do you think of the officers generally? Most of them are very inefficient. 

88. From what cause? From not having any idea of the bush, or of the management of 
blacks. A great number of them had not been in the bush before their appointment. 
They are what we vulgarly' call "new chums"? Yes. 
Would you recommend that the Commandant should have the sole power 'of appointing 

his officers? Yes; and in that case he would be answerable for their conduct. He has 
better opportunities than any one else of selecting men who would be efficient, travelling 'so 
much about the country as he does. 
You think he would be more apt to select good officers for his own credit? Yes. Most 

of them he would know before he gave them appointments; he would' know their characters 
and abilities. 
By Mr. Rc1iardson: Where would you select the officers from? From different parts 

of the country. There are great numbers of persons who are, or have been, in situations as 
superintendents or managers of stations, possessing the necessary experience, who would join 
the force if they had the opportunity; ' 
Do you think that men from Sydney, properly disciplined, would be useful in the 

northern districts? I do not think they would in the outside districts. They have no idea 
of the bush, and do not know how to manage the blacks. 
They might be men naturally adapted for the bush, who would soon acquire that? You 

331-L ' might 
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W. H. Gaden, inight.gct one ortwo out of half a clozen••who would, but the others would not. Ifyou put 
an officer over the native troopers who is not efficient they soon find that out, and they have 

-"--- not the same respect for him as for another. 
15 July, iSos. 4. By Air. (J,ibb: Do you think that, acting under officers of that description, they would 

be more likely to have less regard for the lives of the wild blacks when engaged agaist them? 
No; but, under efficient officers, they would know their duty better; they would patrol 
more; and then the police would be in much better,  discipline, and, consequently, they 
would prevent murders and robberies. 
You do not consider the present Native Police in an efficient state—they are disorganized, 

to a certain extent? Yes. They have been moved about very much lately, and they are 
constantly bolting, and men who have deserted have been taken upagain in case of necessity. 

Do you think officers from the interior, acquainted with the bush, would be able to make 
these same troopers efficient? I think they will require fresh troopers. Those taken from 
districts so near where they are to do their work will be constantly running away. 

Supposiog that an efficient corps of Native Police could be obtained ultimately, do you 
not think it would be best to send a body of white troopers from Sydney at once to meet the 
present emergency? No; if you have white troopers at all, I think more murders would 
be committed. When they have committed murders the. blacks keep close to the scrubs, 
and, if once they get into them, the white troopers would never see them again. If they 
cwught them on the open country, or plains, they might do something; but it is not often 
the blacks are to be caught so. 
What steps would you propose to take now to render the Native Police efficient? By 

changing a number of the officers, and giving the Commandant full power to appoint his 
officers. 

By Mr. Jones: Have you ever known the Native Police to be in an efficient state? I 
did not know Mr. Walker; but I believe they were, under him, a most efficient force. 

Within your own experience, have you known any of them to be in an efficient state? 
Yes. I was at Mr. Bligh's station three years ago, and he had a section of men from the 
Murrumbidgee and Murray, who were quite efficient. The different sections of men who 
came from the southward are, I believe, efficient now. 
These men you speak of were good men, and Mr. Bligh, being a competent officer, kept 

them in a good state of discipline? Yes; be was as good an officer as I have seen. 
Have you known any other sections to be in an efficient state besides Mr. Bligh's? No, 

none excepting that. 

How many sections of Native Police have you been acquainted with, or come in contact 
with, during your experience in the Northern Districts at different times? Eight or nine, 
or perhaps ten. 

Out of that number you have only found this one section which you would consider in 
an efficient state? Yes. 

To what do you attribute the inefficiency of the other sections? To different reasons. 
In some, the officers are not efficient, and in others the men are not. The greater number of 
the men are from the Burnett and Wide Bay Districts—quite new men—and they never can 
keep them long enough to become efficient troopers. 

Supposing we had men from more remote districts, such as the Murray and Murrum-
bidgee, and the men so obtained were placed under the charge of the officers you have seen 
in command of other sections, do you think they would be maintained in gOod discipline ? 
In some cases they would. 
Of the officers you have known, what proportion do you think were men qualified to 

command black troopers? About one-half, I think. 
You do not think it would be very difficult to obtain men qualified to command black 

troopers ? No. If the Commandant had power to appoint, be would get efficient men. 
There area great number of men in the bush who are acquainted with the customs of the 
blacks, and with bush life, and those are the principal qualifications required. 

Then, you think that if the troopers were obtained from remote districts, and efficient 
officers were appointed to command them by the Commandant, a black force would be more 
efficient than a white force, owing to the greater facility with which they could follow the 
natives after they had committed outrages? Yes. 

Do you not think that a mixture of white men, in the proportion of one white to two 
black, or one to three, would give the officers more control over their sections? I do not 
think it would. I think the black troopers require to be keep distinct. 
You would not:advise  or recommend any admixture of whites with blacks? None what-

ever, excepting the camp sergeant. 
B Mr. Bw icley: MTould the admixture of whites be likely to create discontent among 

the black troopers? I think it would. They would not agree at all. When black men and 
white are brought together they never do agree, even on station work; 

It would do more harm than good, you think? I think it would. I would rather be 
without them. 

Would a few white troopers he of any use in the scrub? None whatever. 
Do the officers accompany the black troopers on these occasions? I do not think they 

enter the scrub. The blacks are so quick that it is quite impossible for white men to follow 
them. 

Who takes care of the horses when the troopers are in pursuit in the scrubs? Very 
often the officer and one of the troopers. 

By Mr. Forsier: You seem to think it essential that the officers should have previous 
acquaintance with the bush—do you mean by that that they should be squatters? They 
should be men who have been employed in the bush, and have a good idea of it. 

Are there many men of that class to be got? I think so. 
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Are not the best men of that class generally found at some occupation more, profitable W. H. Gaden, 
than an appointment in the Native Police? . I do not 'think so. I have known several who Esq. 

would have given up situations to have gone into the police. . . 
Persons employed by squatters? Yes. When 1 have been speaking to them they' have 15 July, 1858. 

expressed a wish to get into the force. 
How do these gentlemen you speak of manage when they first go into the bush—they 

have to learn ? Yes; but they are not then placed in the same position-as an officer of 
Native Police. 
Do you think there is anything in the duties of the Native Police that may not be 

acquired in a few months by a young man who is determined to do his duty? No; but 
when be is first put in command of a. section of Native Police, if he has not a proper method 
of managing them, the men do not respect him; and it is with difficulty, if at all, that be 
can afterwards regain his authority. 
Admitting that it is desirable that men of, the kind you speak of should be appointed, 

do you think it possible to fill all the offices with them? I think so, from different parts of 
the country. 
By Mr. Ric)a,dson: Do you not think that some men would become as goodbushmen 

in a few months as others in as many years? Decidedly. 
Would not that be good reason for not confining the choice of officers to bushmen? If 

you were to send young men into the bush for some months before putting them-in command 
of sections, they might then be qualified. 
Have you not known some men who have lived for years in the bush who never became 

good bushmen? Yes; but they would get into the way of bush life. 
What style of men would those be that you recommend—educated men? Yes; superin-

tendents, and young men who go into the bush merely for colonial experience, getting small 
salaries from the squatters who employ them. 
You think many of these persons are inclined to go into the Native Police? I think so. 
By the Chia&rnan: Are the Native Police force generally well received at the different' 

stations? Generally they are. - 
Have they any difficulty in obtaining rations? At some of the stations they have. A 

short time back they had great difficulty, on account of the debts not paid by Mr. Walker. 
Is that difficulty removed now? Yes, I think it is. 
But at some of the stations you say they are still not well received? Yes. - 
Why is that? It is hard to be accounted for; but at all stations where there is any 

need for them they are well received. At some stations,, where they are not required—where 
the country is tolerably quiet—they are thought to be an annoyance, knocking about the 
place; and some object to them from a spirit of opposition. 
Are you aware whether the troopers are under any agreement when enlisted in the 

Native Police Force? Those from the southward were. 
But they-are not at present? Not at present. Those they have enlisted lately have 

not been under agreement, for they have been obliged to get recruits wherever they could; 
they were very short-handed on the Dawson. ' 
Are you aware whether the native troopers are in the habit.of absconding in a body? 

In some instances they have done so. 
Could you suggest any remedy for that? No, I think not, excepting getting them from 

the southward, or at too great distance for thm to go back; and, any that did abscond I 
should treat as deserters, and shoot them. 
Do you think, if an officer going from the northward to the southward, for the purpose 

of enlisting troopers, were to mention that to the natives there, that they would, under those 
circumstances, .enlist—if told they would be shot? I do not think they would. The idea of 
being shot would frighten them. They would not have sufficient sense to understand the 
meaning of it, and would suppose it would be done for some trivial offence, or that you 
wanted to get them awa.y for the purpose of shooting them. I think they should be enlisted 
for a certain number of years; and perhaps there would be some intelligent men found who 
could explain to the others that it was for a certain period, and that then, if they wished, 
they were to be carried back to their own country. 
You think that could be effectually carried out under agreement? Yes. 
Are the Native Police horses generally in good condition—serviceable? I do not think 

they have enough horses. 
Do you know how many horses they have—has each trooper a spare horse? No. 
Have you ever seen gins riding on the horses, in company with the troopers? I have. 
Is that usual? It is generally the case when the section is moving some distance. 

Most of the troopers now have gins of their own; and if they are moving from the Burnett 
to the Dawson, for instance, they take their gins with them; but if they are going out on 
duty they do not, generally. 
To whom do the horses they ride on belong? I believe they are the police horses. 

FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, 16 JUL Y,-  1858. 

jr.eent :- 
Mu. HODG SON, Mu. BUCKLEY, 
Mu. CRIBB, Slu. TAYLOR. 

ARTHUR HODGSON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Daniel Conner, Esq., examined :- 

D. Connor, 1. By the Chairman : You reside in the Northern Districts? Yes. 
Lsq. 2. In what part? On the Fitz Roy River. 

3. %\Tl1t  is the name of your station ? Prinehester. 
16 July, 1858. 4. Which is the nearest seaport town? Rockhampton. 

Rockhampton is your shipping port? Yes. 
Did you form that station yourself? Yes. 
How long ago? About eight months ago. 
Have you been long resident in the Northern Districts? Yes, I have been out four years. 
In what other district? The Dawson. 
I suppose you have had constant opportunities of noticing the conduct of the Native 

Police Force? Yes. 
What is your opinion of that force? I think at present it is inefficient. 
From what cause? There are not sufficient men, and most of those raw recruits. 
Are you aware of the number of men the force is at present composed of? About forty. 
Are there only forty troopers at the present time? That is about the number. 
Do you know why the numbers are so few? On account of desertions-owing, in a 

great measure, to the men having been enlisted from the neighbouring districts. A section 
deserted a very short time ago, from the Fitz Roy River, under Mr. Wheeler. 
He is a Lieutenant of Native Police? Yes. 
Do you know where they were enlisted? On the Clarence. 
Do you know the cause of their desertion? No. 
Have any of them been taken? I think not. 
Where do you imagine they have gone to? Back to the Clarence. 
Did they take their arms and accoutrements? No. 
Nor their clothing? Nothing. 

23, Could you offer any suggestion to the Committee as to the best mode of increasing the 
numbers of the Native Police Force, and rendering it more efficient? [think an efficient 
officer should be sent down to the southward to enrol men for the Native Police. That 
would be the best place for recruiting. 

Do you think he would experience any difficulty in enlisting them? I think not. 
Would you recommend that horses should be sent? Decidedly, and clothes. On the 

Lower Balonne, also, I think you might get men, and on the Macintyre. 
Do you know any officer of Native Police who would be better fitted for such an 

expedition than the rest? Yes; I think Mr. Murray is best suited for it, or Mr. Bligh. 
Do you know the present Commandant? Very slightly. 
Do you know whether he is an efficient officer, fit to undertake the duties of Commandant? 

I cannot say. I have not seen much of him. I should think he is. He is a very active. He 
has had great difficulties to encounter since he has been in command of the force. It was 
very inefficient when he took the command, and he has been laboring under great difficulties 
ever since: he has not had a fair chance. 
Do you think that if he has a fair chance he is likely to perform the duties satisfactorily? 

I do. 
Would you recommend any mixture of white men with the native force? I should not, 

indeed. 
For what reasons? Beause the natives will not work with Europeans. 
From a feeling of jealousy? Yes. 
Do you know the wages paid to the black troopers? Five-pence a day. 
Do you think that sufficient? No, I do not. 
What amount would you think sufficient? I should think about a shilling a day. 
Do you not imagine that the low wage paid to the troopers tends materially to their 

deserting? No, I think not. 
Do they care for their wages? Yes, they do. 

.38. Upon what grounds should you recommend an increase of wages? I think they would 
be more satisfied if they could get what they wanted in the shape of extra clothes, or any-
thing else which one shilling a day would give them : five-pence a day is not sufficient to 
keep them in clothing. I have known the officers to be obliged to pay a great deal for them 
out of their own pockets. 
Do you imagine that raising the wages of the troopers would make the force more 

efficient? I think so, decidedly. 
You are decidedly opposed to any admixture of white troopers? Yes. 
Not even one or two to each section? Certainly not. 
Are you aware whether any white troopers are now attached to the Native Police ? None. 
No white sergeants? There are white sergeants. 
How many do you think? There is one wherever there is a force stationed. 
Do you not approve of that? Yes. A person is required to take charge of the barracks 

in the officer's absence. 
Even in the open country, would you not approve of white police? Where is there any 

open country? It is all cut up with scrub to the northward 
You are aware of the murders on the Dawson lately? Yes. 
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Could you suggest to the Committee any means of putting a stop to these murdeis? D. Connor.  
Only by raising a more efficient force of native troopers. 
Increasing the force? Increasing the force, and increasing the number of horses as 

well. I think one horse to each man is not sufficient to do the work. 16 July, 1848. 
Do you think every trooper ought to have a spare horse ? I think so. 
Do you think that the Native Police, if fully reorganized, are calculated to protect life 

and property in the northern districts? Yes, I think so. 
You still think that? Yes. 
In spite of their inefficiency? In spite of their inefficiency at present. 
I mean, is the force in its present state calculated to protect life and property? No, 

I think it is not, at present. 
Do you consider the present. force a mischievous force? Yes, rather. 
That is to say, from its inefficiency you consider the present force mischievous? Yes. 

All the men have been recruited from the neighbouring districts, which is a great disad-
vantage. That is the reason there have been so many desertions. 
Even the distance of the Clarence River is not found to act as a preventive to desertion ? 

No. 

If the Native Police Force could be made efficient would you consider it a measure of 
humanity? I do think so. 
That it would suppress outrages, both on the part of the blacks and whitet? Yes. 
Could you suggest to the Committee the best place for the head-quarters of the Native 

Police-the most central position ? On the borders of the Dawson and Burnett districts, 
I should think, would be the most convenient spot. 
Could you mention the name of the place? Somewhere on the Auburn. Mr. Pigott's 

station is a very central position. 
How far is that from water carriage? About a hundred and eighty miles, I think;. 

I am not quite certain of the distance. 

Would not that be a great drawback to head-quarters? I do not see that it would. 
Do you allow the blacks in at your station? No. 
Have you ever done so? Yes. 

60. Why did you put a stop to it? Because they killed a black boy of mine. 
Are they allowed in, in your neighbourhood? Yes, at Mr. Archer's run. 
On grounds of insecurity you do not allow the blacks in now? Yes. 
But Mr. Archer allows them in, and does not suffer inconvenience ? He suffers a little. 

They steal sheep, and kill cattle sometimes; but they have not committed any murders there 
Are the Native Police well received at the different stations? Very well on the Fitz 

Roy; they have not been well received on the Dawson, I understand.. 
Do they experience any difficulty in getting rations? None whatever. 
Have the settlers any difficulty in getting paid for these rations? No; with the exception 

of the former accounts due by Mr. Walker. 
Did you know the force under Mr. Walker? Yes. 
Did you consider it then efficient? Yes, very efficient. 
How do you account for the change? Through Mr. Walker's misconduct he was dis-

missed. Then Mr. Marshall took the command. He had not the command very long before 
the Government disbanded most of the troopers; and I think that was the cause of the 
inefficiency of the Native Police Force. 
Mr. Marshall does not now belong to the force? No. I do not think there could have 

been a more efficient force than it was under Mr. Walker. 
Do the troopers get well fed? Yes-that is, the quality of the rations is good. 
The rations are sufficient? Hardly sufficient. 
Do you know what the ration for each man is? Yes,-llb. of flour, 21bs. meat, loz, tea, 

1b. sugar, half a fig of tobacco, and soap, a day. 
They obtain clothing from the Government? Yes. 
When you spoke of their pay not being sufficient to provide them with clothing, to what 

clothing did you allude? Blankets and shirts. 
Are not those provided by the Government? I think not. The clothing they get I do 

not think is sufficient. 
B,1 Mr. CriI,b: Have you any grounds for supposing troopers could be obtained from the 

south? I think Mr. Walker had no difficulty in enlisting men when he brought them out 
first. 

Supposing they could not be obtained from the south, would you recommend then a 
mixture of white and black men? No, I should not. I do not think Europeans would work at 
all with the natives. I should either have a white force entirely, or a Native Police Force. 
A white Police Force with one or two blacks as trackers? Yes. At the same time I 

do not think they would be of any use in keeping the blacks in check. 
In case of outrage now, the whites frequently meet together and give chase to the blacks, 

do they not? I do not know that they do, I am sure. It is a well known fact that the 
whites have never been able to follow the blacks through the scrubs. Even the officers of 
the Native Police, when out with their men, always stop outside, or in the vicinity. 
If blacks could not be obtained for the police from the southward, to what other 

quarter would you go for them ? They might be recruited on the Macintyre, the Balonne, 
the Barwan, and other rivers in that locality. 
Would there not be the same objection to them as to those from the Clarence? No. I 

have never heard an instance of any of them from that quarter bolting yet. There were 
some very fine men disbanded when Mr. Marshall had command, obtained from the Macintyre 
and Balonne, some of the best men in the force. 
You say you do not allow the blacks to come on your station-what steps do you take to 

prevent them? I go out after them. 
331-M 90. 
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D. Connors  90. If you see a number of blacks coming on the station you immediately drive them off r 
S. Yes. 

By Mr. Buckley: What became of all these men that were disbanded? They went 
16 July, back to their own country on the Macin tyre and Balonne. 

Did any of them go to the Murrumbidgee? Some of them were Murrumbidgee blacks, 
and worked their way back to that district. 
Are there any Miirrumbidgee blacks on the Macintyre? I do not know; I think they 

have all worked down. 
By Mr. Tay!or: You think all that is required to make the Native Police efficient is 

merely to supply more troopers and more horses ? I think so. 
Do you think black troopers are likely to commit more murders than are necessary when 

they come in contact with the wild blacks? I am not aware that they do. 
Do you not think they would be checked in their disposition to destroy life if there were 

a few Europeans with them ? No, I do not think they would; because they would never 
see the whites when once they got into the scrub. 
By Mr. Buckle!J: Have you ever been in company with the Native Police when in 

pursuit of wild blacks? Yes; on several occasions. 
Are the wild blacks generally very frightened of them? Yes; but they show flgh 

very often; 
Generally speaking, so far as your observation went, were the men under pretty good 

command? Yes, very good. Still, I think they should be amenable to some military law. 
I think they should be punished for disobedience, by flogging, or something of that kind. 

Is any punishment now inflicted for desertion? No; I have never heard of it. 
There is no summary mode of punishing them on the spot? I think not. 
By Jir. 1hylor: Would not the Commandant require some white force to enable him 

to carry out any system of punishment: do you think the black troopers themselves would 
carry it out under his orders? Yes; they always used to do it under Mr. Walker. lie used 
to flog them when be was Commandant, and I do not think there could have been a more 
efficient force than they were under Mr. Walker. 

By the Chairman: Do you think the wild blacks have the same fear of the Native 
Police Force now as they had when it was under Mr. Walker ? Yes, I think so. 

Still the same fear exists? Still the same fear exists. 
Do you know many of the officers? Yes, I know several. 
Are they generally efficient? There are some that are not efficient. 
From what cause?. Inexperienc.e in the bush, and in the management of the blacks. 
Would you recommend that the Commandant should have the sole power of appointing 

his subordinate officers? I think he should. 
You think that would work well ? I think it would work much better than the 

Government appointing men from Sydney who are not adapted for the situation. 
Is it not the fact that many "new chums" are sent to the northern districts to under-

take the duties of the Native Police? Yes; there are several. 
ill. Are those the appointments to which you particularly allude as being inefficient? Yes. 

Do you think it possible the Commandant might select his officers in the northern 

districts? I think so. 
Are you aware what is the pay of an officer of Native Police? £220 a-year, I believe. 
Do you consider that sufficient? No, I should think it is not, not to get good men-

men who are adapted for the work, in the way before described. Good men could do much 
better, [think, selected. 

Do the Government find them horses? No, I think not. 
Nor rations? I believe they get rations. 
Could you suggest any steps to. be immediately taken with regard to these Dawson 

murders? I do not see what immediate steps could be taken very well. 
Would you approve of twenty white troopers being sent up immediately, to be placed 

at the disposal of the Commandant? I suppose there would be no harm in trying them. 
But you evidently do not approve of it? I do not approve of white men being employed 

there at all. 
Are there not parts of the country free from scrub in the northern districts? Yes; 

but the blacks always make to the scrubs. You never find them in the open country. 
Do they never commit depredations in the open country? Yes; but they are off again 

to the scrub before anybody knows anything about it-perhaps forty or fifty miles away. 
Do you not think a constant patrol would tend to decrease these outrages? Yes, I 

think so. 
Might not that patrol be carried on by white troopers ? Yes, it might. 
Have you ever given the subject your serious consideration, is to the mixture of white 

men with the Native Force? No, I have not. 
But you are prejudiced against their employment? Yes. I have seen white people 

go out, and know what they are. Whites never could quell the disturbances on the Dawson. 
What white men do you allude to? Stockmen and others. 
Do you not think that if twenty white troopers were sent up from Sydney to the head-

quarters of the Commandant, they might at the present time materially tend to decrease the 
number of outrares in the Northern Districts? 1 think they might. 

By Mr. Taylor: The very presence of a force of twenty men would tend to awe these 
wild blacks? No, I think not. The Dawson country is very difficult to travel over; it is 
cut up with scrubs in every direction; the stations are surrounded by scrubs; the blacks 
may commit a murder, go into the scrub, and be off some hindreds of miles, scarcely coming 

out into the open country at all. 
129,  By the Chairman: Have you any suggestion to make as to the saddles used by the 

Native 
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Native Police? 1 do not think they are large enough, in the first place., and they are too D. Connor, 
narrow in the tree; that is the reason the horses always get sore backs. 

Esq. 

Are sore backs very general among the police horses? Yes, very. There is not a horse ''• 

in the police that has not a sore back; it is owing to had saddles, and their not being properly 
16 July, 1858. 

stuffed; the men are not able to stuff them. 
Are there no saddles attached to the force? No. 
By Mr. Ciibb: Have they regular stockmcn's saddles? No; a.sort of military saddle, 

very badly made, and very narrow in the tree. 
By the Chairman: Saddles with wings behind? No; some of them have not that. 
You think an improvement might be made in the saddles provided for the Native 

Police? Yes, a great improvement; I do not.think they could have worse saddles than they 
are supplied with at present.  

Are the saddles generally taken care of? No, they are not; it. is impossible to get 
black boys to keep saddles in order. 

Upon these grounds would you not think it necessary that a white sergeant should be 
appointed to each section ? I think it necessary one white sergeant should be apçointed 
to every section. 

By Mr. Cribb: Besides the Commanding Officer? Yes. . 
By M. Taylor: I think you have said already that there was one white sergeant to 

each section ? Yes. 
By the Chairman: Have you any other suggestions to offer to the Committee? I beg 

to call the attention of the Committee to the state of the M'Intyre Districts some years ago, 
which have been rendered peaceable by the efficiency of the Native Police Force under Mr. 
Walker, and the whole of the northern frontier could be made equally so if an efficient 
officer was selected to proceed to the southward to obtain recruits, taking horses and clothing 
with him. By adopting this course the whole of the blacks could be brought into subjection, 
and few, if any, lives sacrificed. No time should be lost, as the aborigines are becoming 
more bold every day, and the occupation of the country more difficult to reain. 

John Miller, Esq., called in and examined :- 

By the Clieirman: I believe you have prepared a written statement of your views John Miller,. 
respecting the Native Police, for the information of this Committee? Yes: it contains my Esq. 

opinion ; but with respect to the calculations at the end, as they were done hastily, I cannot 
vouch for their strict correctness. (The witness handed in the same. Vide Appendix A. 16 July, 1858. 

The document was read) 
You consider the present Native Police Force inefficient? I do. 

3 Have you had many opportunities of Seeing. the force? Yes, both at Weranga and 
Dulacca. . 
Where is Dulacca? Adjoining Mr. Ferrett's station, Waltami, and Gordon and Coxen's. 
In what district? Darling Downs. It.is on a creek running into the Dogwood. 
Have the blacks annoyed you at all? Never. They' have never molested me in any way. 

There were a number of the Dawson blacks, I am led to believe, on my station when I came 
away. They can come from the Dawson to Dulacca in about fifty or sixty miles. 
7;. Do you know the present Commandant of the Native I'olice? I am not particularly 
acquainted with him. He stopped a couple of nights at Weranga,.when be came up first, 
but he was not Commandant then: that is the only acquaintance I have of him. 
Do you know whether he is an efficient officer? I could not say. The station at Wandai 

Gumbal, under Mr. Francis Nicol, was only eighteen miles from Dulacca, so that I had a 
good opportunity of knowing the Native Police. 
Did you know the Native. Police when under Mr. Walker ? Yes; they used to stop 

always at Weranga. 
Were they t,Jien efficient? Yes, very efficient. 
To what cause do you attribute thir present inefficiency? Various causes. In the first 

place, most of the old Murray blacks were disbanded, and therefore they have had to recruit 
out of the blacks surrounding the very places where the murders have been committed. That 
is one reason. 
Do you imagine that a fresh force might be enlisted to a large extent in remote districts—

down the Darling, for instance? . Well, I do not know really whether the blacks are 
numerous there or not. If they could be got from there I consider they would be just as 
efficient as those that Mr. Walker had, if they were equally well managed. 
Can you suggest to the Committee any reason for the numerous murders that have taken 

place in the Dawson River District? It is a very difficult question. You see the great 
thing a squatter has to do is to be at peace with the blacks, and not commit the first 
aggression : that is what I have always studied. For instance, it has been known that 
squatters have gone out with the police, and certainly they have punished the blacks 
when they could get at them ; but if a relative of a black who happens to be killed is left, of 
course be takes revenge. The great thing is, not to be the first aggressor. Punish them, but 
do not shoot them for the first offence. 
Have you been in the habit of allowing the blacks in upon your station ? Yes. 
With impunity? They never did any harm. 
Do you think the squatters, generally, unnecessarily molest the blacks? I am not aware 

of any having done so. I was told that at Hornet Bank station—but I could not vouch for 
it—.thcy destroyed some of their dogs. I have done the same to the blacks at Dulacca. 
How did you destroy them? With poison, when they came and molested the sheep at 

night. They. never resented it.. I told them the cause. . 
Have you heard that the destruction of those dogs at Horneli Bank was the cause of th 

murders 
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John Miller, murders there? I have heard that the blacks were very much offeided at their killing a 
Esq. 

lot of their dogs; but whether that was the cause is a question. 
Do you know the Dawson Rivei District personally? I have never been at Hornet 

Ju y'. 8 8. 
Bink; but I have been further out I have been at Scott and Thompson's statioe an Palm-
tree Creek, and at Kinnoul, Miller and Turubull's, and several other places. 
You would approve of a white police force being mixed with the Native Police? Yes. 

If there were six white men in a section, and two trackers for every six men, it would, I 
think, work very well. 
How would you get over the difficulty of scrub fighting? If there were two trackers they 

could divide, three in each wing, with a tracker to each. Then they would do very well. 
Certainly they are not so quick in sight as blackfellows; but the trackers could point out 
the others when they saw them planted. 
By Mr. Cribb: Planted in the scrub? Yes. 
Not in clear spaces in the scrub? No. These blacks are very difficult to see; and a 

white man has not the sharpness of sight necessary to see them. Without trackers they 
would be very little good, except in the open country. 
By the (]/iairman :- Where would you suggest that the head-quarters of the Native Police 

should be? That is a thing I never gave any thought to. 
Have the Native Police been always well received at the stations, as far as you know?. 

As far as I know they have. I know that always when they came to Dulacca I received 
them well for my part; and I believe they have generally. 
Are you aware of the daily pay the native troopers receive from the Government? I am 

told it is five-pence a day. 
Do you consider that sufficient? They get rations and clothing as well. Really I am 

not prepared to say. I should think it is too small. 
Would you consider that a larger sum would assist to render the force more efficient? 

I think it would. 
Are you aware that many desertions now take place among the Native Police? I have 

known two or three cases where they have deserted. 
By M, Taylor: You think a white force would be more effective than this force of 

Native Police? On the whole, I do, with the assistance of blacks. 
A proportion of two trackers to six white men would 'ohange the nature of the force 

completely? Yes. 
If you put one white man to two blacks, would' not that be a more effective force in a 

scrub? The larger number ought to be white men, if you have white men among them at all. 
You do not think' they would work well together? No. 
Do you think the present Native Police Force can be made effective? I do not think 

they can, without getting white men amongst them. 
By the Chai,rnan: Have you any furfher'suggestions to offer? There is 'one observa-

tion which I wish to make. There is very bad and broken country at the back of Kinnoul, 
Hornet Bank, and Mr. Cardew's station, and the blacks get there,- and there are such 
precipices and ravines that they cannot be followed. 'What I would take the liberty of 
suggesting would be, to put up some barracks on that frontier, and then the blacks would be 
checked from coming in. Now, they come in and murder the shepherds, and before they can 
be followed they are away into this broken country. There might be two stations of police 
there. 
Where would you place them? Somewhere about the centre of that country, where 

they go back. They would be frightened then to come pist these stations. 

APPENDIX A. 

Sydney, 6 J019, 1858. 

To the Chairman and Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly, appointed to inquire 
into the Native Police, and Murders lately committed on the Dawson. 

As I have been for many years on the outer stations on the Darling Downs, with 
your permission I offer the following observations as to the Native Police and its general 
management. 

I would, upon consideration, recommend a corps of white men. If the present force is 
continued, the first difficulty to be overcome is that of recruiting. As long as the troopers 
are raised from among the tribes they are supposed to quell, they never will be effective, not 
even if they are taken 100 miles from their actual nativity. 

Mr. F. Walker succeeded in making troopers enlisted in the Northern Districts highly 
serviceable, because they were kept in check by the original men brought from the Murray. 

Troopers intended for service in the Leichhardt ought not to be taken from any place 
nearer than the Barwan or Severn Rivers, 

I still believe a body of Native Police, well organized under a competent Commandant, 
and officers of energy, and brought from a distance of 200 miles, would in many respects be 
superior to a body of whites, livery man would be a tracker in scrub fighting; they would 
be better able to cope with the savage, from their natural sagacity in tracking and the 
quickness of their eye, and not afraid of losing each other, as whites would be; they act 
more independently while in scrub,—this is a great advantage, as they can spread over more 
country. - 

- But, taking the Native Police as they at present exist, a corps of whites would be 
more efficient. I may observe, that within the last twelve months the depredatIons of the 
blacks have been excessive, simply for the reason that they are very seldom punished for 
what they do. The fact is, that the present force are not able to cope with the blacks on the 

Dawson. 
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Dawson. I don't think that in the whole of Her Majesty's service there is a lot more ill-used John Miller.  

horses. I will briefly give m.y reasons for supposing that white men, with one or more E,  sq. 

traeers, in the ratio of two blacks to every six whites. 
They would take better care of their material and horses, and the question relative to 16 July, I88.. 

gins would be got over; and I still further think that whites, after some practice, might so. 
far improve in bush tactics as 6 be able to equal black policemen, and they would be less 
expensive. I shall, to the best of my belief, give the necessary numerical scale. 

Black Police, according to Estimates, 120 men and 20 officers, besides sergeants, 
£16,000, viz. 

Leichhardt District ..............18 white, and 6 trackers. 
Port Curtis ......................6 2 
Wide Bay and Burnett ......12 4 ly 
Maranoa ........................6 2 
Moreton Bay ..................6 ,, 2 
Clarence River ..............6 2 

White men '........... .54 18Blacks. 

One officer to every six men, exclusive of the two blacks. 
I think a most efficient force could be kept for £12,000 per annum. 

- I have, &.; 
JOHN MILLER. 

A larger number of men may be required in the Pert Curtis country, more so as it is 
opened up. 

J. M. 

WEDI',ESDAY, 21 JULY, 1858. 

)rent :— 
Mu. HODGSON, Ma. TAYLOR, 
Na. FORSTER, Ma. BUCKLEY, 

Ma. RICHARDSON. 

ARTIITJR IIODGSON, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

William Small, Esq, called in and examined 

By Mr. Forster: You are a resident on the Clarence River? Yes. Wm. SmalI 
How long have you been there? About sixteen years. Esq. 
Residing there, backwards and forwards? Yes. 
I suppose you are pretty well acquainted with the habits of the aborigines? Yes. 21 July, 1858. 
And you are also acquainted with the state, condition, and management of the Native 

Police, while they have been on the Clarence? Yes.. 
What is your opinion of that force at present, from what you have seen of it—do you 

think it efficient? I do not. 
Do you think it very inefficient? Yes. . 

S. As the force at present exists, do you think it rather mischievous than otherwise? I 
should say it is. 
Do you think the blacks would be managed better if there were no Native Police Force? 

I do; if there were Europeans instead. 
Will you state to the Committee in what way the present Native Police Force on the 

Clarence renders the blacks more troublesome? They are allowed to keep gins belonging to 
the other blacks; and whenever they are ordered to go out, the gins know from the police 
the direction they are going in, and away they start and give the blacks information; and 
when the police come to the camp the blacks are all gone. 
ii. How do they get these gins—do they take them by force, or threaten the blacks, to 
induce them to give them up? I think they thieaten the gins to make them go with them. 
Do the blacks of the tribes generally acquiesce, or do they allow them to remain from 

fear? I think it is from fear. 
Then you think the Native Police use their authority as police to compel the wild tribes 

to give their women up to them ? I do. 
Is it the common practice of the Native Police to take these gins about with them? 

No; they leave them at the police station. 
Then I suppose you have not seen the gins travelling about on the police horses? Never. 
Are we to infer that at every new place they come to they have a supply of gins 

belonging to the place? Yes. 
What is the nature of the outrages generally committed by the blacks on the Clarence? 

There has only been one for some time. 
Do they commit murder generally, or confine themselves to killing cattle? Killing 

cattle, and petty thefts. 
Have any outrages on women been committed by the blacks? Yes; there was one a 

short time ago.  
Is not the Clarence rather remarkable for outrages on women by the blacks? Yes; there 

have been three within my knowledge. 
Have the perpetrators of these outrages ever been dealt with? Only one, who was taken 

by the blacks of his own tribe. 
22.. What was done with him? He is now in Darlinghurst Gaol waiting his trial. 

831—N 23, 
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iWm. SmalL 23. Are the perpetrators of the other Outrages, who were not dealt with, still at large in the 
°- District? No; I think they are dead. 

Is there a general feeling of dissatisfaction with the Native Police, or otherwise, among 
I July, 1858. the settlers on the Clarence? There is dissatisfaëtion. 

Do you think the settlers would rather, be without them, than with them as they are 
pow? They would, if there were two or three Europeans instead. I think they would be 
satisfied if there were, two or three Europeans joined to the ordinary police force there, with 
a native for a tracker. 

Could you give any reason to the Committee for the force being so inefficient as it is-.-
do you think it is owing to the bad management, or the bad character, of the officers? No, 
I think it is the natives. When i\ir. Morrisset was there first he had natives from other 
parts of the country, whereas they have at present taken them from the tribes close at hand. 

Whose fault is that? I suppose that of the parties autliorised to get recruits. 
Do you think the officers who command the force in general are good officers? Yes, as 

far as I know them. 
You do not attribute the inefficient state of the Native Police to the officers? No. 
You think it is owing to the bad system of employing blacks from the neighbourhood? 

Yes. 
Do you think if the troopers were obtained from distant places it would be a good force? 

Yes. 
Do you think the settlers would rather have it then than be without it? Yes. 

3. From what you say, the cattle-holders on the Clarence would seem to be the principal 
sufferers from the blacks. , Yes. A. short time ago I had occasion to go to the outside 
of the run' mustering-Mr. Denipster, the lieutenant' in charge of the Native Police, 
was away. at New England, and on the main camp I found two gins and one of-the police 
hunting for game, and, of course, when we brought the cattle there, they went away in every 
direction. - ......... . , . - 

Have you any reason to believe that the Native Police join in hunting your cattle, or 
spearing them? No; I never saw them.  

Do you think that when sent after the blacks, to punish them for any depredation that has 
been committed, they do their duty prOperly, or show any favoritism to one tribe more than 
another? I cannot say. . 
1 think you have suggested that the employment of white troopers in eonjunction with 

the blacks would be a good siep? Yes. 
What proportion would you suggest'? I should say three whites and one black,, for, a 

tracker would be quite 'sufficient for the district. . 
Do you thinkwlute police would be able to follow the blacks? Yes, I am sure of it. 
To follow them thro:igh the scrubs on the Clarence Y. Yes. 
Are the scrubs on the Clarence as bad as in other parts of the country? No, I do not 

think so. ,  
Are there not what are called' coast scrubs? 1 have been a good deal on the, coast, and 

I never saw any scrubs there. 
Are th&ré not scrubs on the banks of the 'river'? Yes 
Would it be easy for' white 'police to follow the blacks through those scrubs ? I think it 

would. . . 
44'; Do you think the officers of the Native Police have a proper control over the mOn they 
command? No, I think not ; for, if they speak sharp to them they abscond. 

Then the officers are afraid to give them orders for fear they would run away? I think 
so. 

Do you think they are .parsonally afraid of them-of their violence? No. 
Would you approve of an alteration in the law to make the Native Police a miltary force, 

and to authorise the Government to shoot them in extreme cases? I do not think they 
would join if that was explained to them. 

Do you think the Native Police are actually required on the Clarence? I do not. 
You think it would be better, to have a certain number of white police? White police 

altogether, with one native for a tracker. 
Then, in fact, your suggestion amounts to abolishing the Native Police, altogether on 

the Clarence, and substituting white troopers? Yes. 
You consider the Clarance District has arrived at that stage when it does not require 

black police? 'Yes. The natives have been very quiet lately. There has been only one 
depredation for some time. 

You do not mean to say black police are not required in other districts? No. 
An extension of the common police would be sufficient for what is wanted down there? 

Yes. 
Do you think that is the feeling of the inhabitants generally? Yes. The only thing 

I have known the black police to do for the last twelve months was to go to New England 
for iccruits; and those they brought down were mere boys, who would not be fit for service 
for two or three years. 
Do they travel about a good deal? Not a great deal. 
Do they keep to the high roads when travelling? Yes. 
Do they remain long at one place without moving? No. They have not been through 

the district as far as Mr. -'s station since they returned from the Macleay, except to get 
Zlcruits. 

By JJ!r. Rc/jarc1son: Would you have the proportion of one black to three whites apply 
to all parts of the Colony ? No, only to the Clarence. 
What proportion of blacks would you have in places where the scrub is very dense? 

I should say two natives to one white. 
You think the native police, as at present constituted, inefficient? Yes. 
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And you think it necessary a thorough change should be made? Yes. W..Small, 
By the Ohcirman: We may understand that yo1.r information applies entirely to the 

CIarce? Yes. I do not know anything of any other district. I have never been in any 
other, except the Muri'umbidgee some years ago. 21 July, 1S58. 

63. Do you know the number of the Native Police on the Clarence? ight, under two 
officers-lLieutenant.Dempster and the camp sergeant. 
Are you aware of any blacks having been recently enlisted on the Clarence, and sent to 

the north? Yes. 
Do you know under what circumstances that enlistment took place? I do not. 
Do you know the blacks that were sent? No; they were brought from about sixty miles 

from Grafton. 
Do you know what has beqome of those troopers? They started for the north just before 

I left Grafton.  
You are not aware they have absconded? No. One, I know, .absconded as soon as he 

came down to Grafton.,  
Have the blacks diminished in numbers on the Clarefice? Yes, very much. 
From what causes? Deaths, from different diseases. The measles took off a great 

many. 

Do you attribute the number of deaths among them to their association with the whites? 
In great measure. 
,72 From drink, and so on? Yes. A short time ago there were one or two murdered 
through drink. It is a thing they have got Very fond of. 
Have you eyer been acquainted with Mr. Morrisset, the Commandanl of the Nativ 

Police? _'Yes." 
Do .you think him an active and efficient officer? . Yes.. 

.7,5. Do yu think he, is well acquainted with the manners and customs of the blacks? Yes. 
The-'blacks behaved very well under him. . . 
Wpuld you recommend that the, appointment of the suboi mate officers should be vested 

in the Commandant? I should think so; he should know those that would suit him better 
than others. . 
Are you aware of the aipount of pay the troopers of the Native Police  receive? Six-

pence'or eight-pqnce a day, I believe. 
78, ---- It is five-pencedo you consider that sufficient? No, I do not. 
79.. Why not? They are people who are fond of buying things, when they come to Grafton,  
and if they are not buoured. in their fancy they are very soon dissatisfied. 
Do you think increased, pay would make the force more efficient? No; r think the 

more they get the more they look for. 
You are against giving them increased pay? Yes. 
You do not consider that the Native Police Force is necessary on the Clarence? I do 

not I think two or three mounted constables would be sufficient in that district, with a 
tracker.  
Where is the Native Police camp at present? 4bout ten miles from Grafton. 
Are there barracks there? There is 'a place for the lieutenant and for the camp 

sergeant. The natives put.up a.plce for thmselves, and .keep shifting it about almost 
every week, the same as the natives generally do. 
Are the horses of the Native Police in good order'? Some of them are, but generally 

speaking they are not. The blacks are worse on horses  than white men, a great deal. 
By Mi. Buckley: Is the whole of the Clarence District settled? Yes. A great deal 

of the scrub on the bank of the river has been taken up lately by the Hunter River 
settlers. . 

As the district is now, is there much covert for the blacks? Nothing like as much as 
there was in former years. 
Do you think it is necessary to have a force of any kind to repress the depredations of 

the blacks?, I should say it is. If the blacks 'found there was no force they would commence 
to play their tricks again. 
Are they still in .great numbers on the Clarence? Nothing like what they were. One 

time you could see them going about in large tribes; now it is very seldom you will see 
them. - 
Is it a common practice with the blacks to commit depredations on the Clarence and 

then go over the range to New England? No, never. 
Or vice versa . No. The blacks at the Bellinger, whenever they commit any depreda-

tions there, come over to our side. 
You think it quite possible for a white man to follow the blacks through such scrubs as 

you have on the Clarence? Yes. I think a blackfellow could get away from one of the 
native troopers quite as easily as from a white man. The only advantage in having black 
troopers is for tracking. 
If the scrubs were very dense, 4o you think it would be possible for a white man to 

pursue a fugitive with the same facility as a black? No, I think not. 
Then. your remarks do not apply to other parts of the country where dense scrubs 

prevail? No. 
You mentioned Lieutenant Dempster-was he at one time a sergeant in the force? He 

was. 
Do you know by whom he was promoted? I am not aware. 
Is he a good officer? Yes, as far as I have known him. 
Did you know much of him during the time he was a sergeant in the police? He has 

been backwards and forwards to my station several times, and I have seen him about Grafton; 
but as regards his public duties I cannot say much. At the time the blackfellow who is 
now awaiting his trial Committed the assault on the woman, he came out to my station and 

aai 
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Wm.Small, said it was a bad job, but there was no more notice taken of it. It was close to my station 
'Lsq. that the assault was committed. Two blacks of the same tribe made the blackfellow drunk 

and took him. 
21 July, 1858. 99. Was that the last outrage? Yes. 

Was theblaekfellow committed from the Grafton Bench ? Yes. 
If the country is so open as you say, do you think it necessary to have a black with 

the white police as a tracker? I do. 
You think the Commandant should have the nomina:tion of his own officers? Yes. 
Do you think there are any young gentlemen in the bush who would be willing to 

undertake the thitics of the Native Police, if they had the opportunity? I do not think 
there are in the Clarence District. 
104, By Mr Richardson : Where would you recommend that officers should be obtained for 
the Native Police ? 1 should think those that are under Mr. Morrisset now would be the 
most fit. 

In making other appointments, do you think he should confine himself to the bush? 
I think persons acquainted with the bush would be the most suitable. 

1)o you know most of the present officers of the force? I know Mr. Bligh, Mr. 
Dcmpster, and Mr. Morrisset. 

Are they generally efficient? Yes. 
Is that the feeling in your district? Yes. I never heard a complaint otherwise. 
'What pay would you give the native troopers? They would not be satisfied, whatever 

you gave them. 
'110. If we gave them more would'they do any good with it? No; if you gave them more 
they would drink. 
Ill. The present pay is sufficient, you think? Yes; although they do not think so. 

Is drinking practised to a large extent amongst the blacks? Yes; not among the 
troopers; I never saw any of them drunk. 

You said the native troopers are hard on the horses-from what cause? The slovenly 
way in which they ride. Their horses are always poor. 

Do you attribute that to their being heavier on the horses, or to their not seeing them 
fed? I should say it is from the awkward manner in which they sit on their horses. 

By Mr Buckley: Generally speaking, they do not weigh so heavy as white men? No. 
What weight do they ride with their accoutrements? Perhaps twelve stone. 
By Mr. Richardson: I asked you if the officers you knew were generally efficient, and 

you said they were-is there not a general feeling that in other parts of the Colony the 
officers are inefficient ? I have heard so. 

FRIDAY, 23 JULY, 1858. 

1Eøent :- 
Ma. HODGSON, J Ma. BIJCKLEY, 

Ma. TAYLOR. 

ARTHUR HODG-SON, •ESQ., IN THE ChAIR. 

Captain Maurice Charles O'Connell, called in and further examined 

Capt. M. 0. 1. By the Chairman: In your evidence you recommend the neighbourhood of Port Curtis as 
O'Connell. the best point for the head-quarters of the Native Police? Yes, I think so-that is my 

opinion. 
23 July, 1858. 2. Do not you think a more central spot would be found north-west of Gayndah? I think 

not, not with all the advantages which the spot I have named has attached to it. You must 
recollect occupation is progressing to the northward. We have new stations one hundred 
miles north of Gladstone. The distance westward of occupation is not much more than 150 
miles; and the distance to the southward, towards which the operations of this corps have to 
be conducted, is between 200 and $00 miles; therefore, looking to the gradual progress of 
occupation towards the north, I think there ca1not be a more convenient and central spot 
than the one I have indicated. 
In the event of the Government consenting to send up white troopers from Sydney, where 

would you recommend them to be landed? At Gladstone, 
Would you recommend that they should take their horses with them? I suspect they 

oiiglit to do so. It would be better they should. 
5 'W0l horses be easily procurable in the neighbourhood of Gladstone? Not to the extent 

required, I think. 
Suppose the troopers were landed at Maryborough, would ndt the journey from Gladstone 

to Maryboreugh be an easy one? By no means difficult; it is 160 miles. 
As there is no steam communication to Gladstone, would it not 'be more convenient to 

send them by steamer to Maryborough than by sailing vessels to Gladstone? it seems to me 
it would save trouble if they were landed at the place they were to remain at. 
You are aware that horses by the steamer might be forwarded to Maryborough ? Yes. 
And by sailing vessels it would be, to a certain extent, impracticable? I don't know that 

it would be impracticable; it depends on the kind of ship. A large vessel would take up the 
whole force in five or six days, and perhaps do it as cheaply as a small steamer. 
Do you consider that the buildings to which you have alluded in your printed report 

-are absolutely necessary? I think so, if you wish to carry out the system efficiently and to 
ao the thing properly. 

11. 
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Would there be much difficulty in 'getting these buildings erected? I think not. 
Capt. M. C. 

Do you think the cost would not exceed £5,000? That was but a rough calculation of O'Connell. 
mine, not having sufficient data to go by. I fancy it would not cost more, presuming the  
buildings were to be constructed of mere slab and shingles. I think this would be sufficient, 23 July, 1858. 
Supposing that in the course of time the position of the head-quarters of the corps would 
have to be moved as occupation extended further north, and that the districts which are 
now disturbed became settled. 

1.3. You have doubtless given the subject much consideration_would you be good enough to 
state to the Committee what steps you would recommend to be taken 'immediately with 
regard to the suppression of the murders in the. Pawson River District? If the object to be 
attained is the immediate suppression of the outrages, and present security to the districts 
disturbed, I apprehend the most effective mode of giving relief would be by raising or 
obtaining a number of tolerably qualified men, and dispatching them at onceto the scene of 
the disturbances. 

What number would you suggest? I have prepared a statement of what I thought 
might be the expense of the measure, which, however, can only be considered as an alter-
native one, and more of a temporary nature than the one I previously proposed. It is only 
a rough estimate, but it will give you a notion of the force required. ( 

Witness handed in a e1temeot of (xpendlture for illounted Police li"orce  for the Port Curtis and Leic7ilirdt Diti'jcts. Vicle A1;pencl/x A.) 

Many witnesses have recommended that a certain number of white troopers should be 
forwarded to the Northern Districts, not to be amalgamated with the native troopers, but to 
patrol in parties of six or eight, principally in the open country,—what is your idea of that? 
I think a great deal will depend on the description of men you obtain, and upon the manner 
in which they are governed; and I think it is an experiment liable to very great risk of 
failure, judging from the style of men I have seen sent up as sergean formerly. 

Do,you think the.fact ,of the Government sending u.p twenty mounted troopers from 
Sydney to the Northern Districts would be circulated widely, amongst the natives? Their 
presence ought to be made known by their appearance on the spot. I think it would havea 
good effect if you were enabled to obtain g  

think so. 

ood men. 
You think the very appearance of these men would have a beneficial effect ? Yes, I 

Do you think further, that the fact of their continually appearing in the public thorough-
fares in bodies of six would, be beneficial? .1 think so, decidedly. As I stated before, the 
pat.rlling system is one of the most likely to be beneficial in its effects. I adopted that 
course myself when thje districts immaediately in the neighbourhood . of. Port Curtis became 
disturbed : I directed the ordinary, constabulary to patrol one week, and the Native Police 
the alternate week, throughout the disturbed districts, and during the continuance of this 
arrangement no outrage occurred. The Native Police, however, being taken away from me, 
it fell on the constabulary alone, and I was obliged to discontinue it. 

BM. Bucicley: You say you propose Gladstone for the head-quarters? The neigh-
hood of Gladstone, on the Calliope Biver. 

How far is that from time districts which are disturbed ? 150 miles. 

Would not that be an immense distance to have to communicate with a force like this 
in case of an outbreak ? 

I think not. I.propose the force should be distributed all over 
the disturbed districts at out-stations :—one station at Taroom, another at Rannes, on the 
Fitz Roy, at. Maryborough and Brisbane, and two intermediate stations. The out-stations 
are so placed that they could easily communicate with each other, and reinforcements could 
be sent by the head-quarters to supply these places as the men there moved on to the 
disturbed places. 

Would rou  not imagine a party of five white troopers equal to ten or twelve aboriginal 
troopers ? . It depends ,on the leader of the aboriginals. The aboriginals are certainly equal 
to the whites; but 1 don't believe that five whites are equal to ten blacks, properly led. 
You know a good deal of the blacks_-do not you suppose if the whites and blacks were 

mixed together, and any differences arising between them--the whites wishing to have 
their own way—it would pause the blacks to be dissatisfied? The management of the blacks 
is a very difficult matter. I said so in my evidence before. I should select those to lead 
them who have most tact; and I believe the blacks are capable of forming great attachment 
to white men—to those they like, and whom they feel confidence in. It is necessary to 
select those whom the blacks have confidence in, and they are the men only qualified for 
that duty. 

Do not you think it desirable to have a given point at which the main force is to be 
stationed, in a central part, in order that they may disperse on either side—would it not be 
more desirable to have a central point rather than a seaport for the head-quarters? I think 
not. My object is to select a central point—such a point in the circle as to make the radius 
nearly equal to any point of the surrounding country. 

From that position the country is affected north and south, but how would it affect the 
western portion ? Equally. I believe it would be equally as advautagedus for the protection 
of the western country as for the north and south. 

You propose to erect buildings—how much will they cast? £5,000, fencing and build-
ing. 

If this force is required to be moved, does not that expenditure appear almost unnecessary? 
I calculate that it will not be necessary to remove the force from that spot for ten years. 
Supposing the buildings were constructed of slabs and shingles, they would not be expensive, 
and they would be available for sale, so that there would be a return of some of the money 
expended: I don't see how the organization of the force could be carried out without. 

You propose that £5,000 should be expended in buildings for the whole force of blacks 
and whites ? Not the whole force—for such a number as are at head-quarters, where the 
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Capt..M. C. organization is to take place: the want of space in the first instance could be relieved by 
o Connell. hating the men under canvas. 

Flow many men do you propose this building should accommodate? 60 men; the total 
23 July, 1858. number is 120. 

By Mr. Taijior: If, then, white troopers were sent out, do you think it better to let the 
Commandant have the whole charge, and distribute them as be might think fit, and would 
you give the Commandant charge of both ? Whoever is responsible ought to have SOlO charge. 

And either distribute them among the blacks or otherwise? Whoever is responsible for 
the district must have the whole force under his charge, and do as he pleases. 
It was suggested that they should not be mixed in any way? You must give the officer 

in charge full power to do what be likes. 
By the Chairman: Do you happen to know the present rate of pay for Native Police? 

I understand that it is is. 6d. per diem, to cover the expense of rations and everything else. 
At the present time it is only five-pence a day, with clothing and rations? I was not 

aware of it. I did not know that any sums of money were distributed among the black 

troopers. 
Do you consider that sufficient? I apprehend that money given to the black troopers is 

thrown away; I do not see that it is of any use to them. 
You would not recommend an increase in their pay? Decidedly not. 
Rather a reduction? No, I recommend no reduction; but I think the is. Od. a day 

given is sufficient to provide for their cost of living and provisions, and such luxuries as they 

require—tobacco and pipes, &c. 
Do you not think that the white troopers could be enlisted at a less amount of pay than 

that mentioned in your printed evidence? I have taken the amount of pay from that given 
to the constabulary, and I presume you cannot get a man for a lower amount for this service 

than the pay for ordinary service. 
Do not you think the system would work better if Government found the rations? I am 

hardly prepared to say. The provision of rations requires a great deal of account work. 
There might be some person charged with commissariat supplies and commissariat rations 
accounts. 1 have found in the bush, with my own orderlies, there is comparatively little 
difficulty in their providing themselves; they take their small quantities of supplies. I 
apprehend each man could regulate his own accounts, and supply himself. 
Do you not think that the Secretary attached to the Native Police Force could carry out 

the duties of a commissariat officer, that is, at the bead-quarters? It depends on the number 
of vouchers required by the Commissariat and Audit Office. If vouchers are multiplied—the 
duties of the force extending over such a tract of country, in which communication is 
unfrequent—trifling items would entail the necessity of complicated accounts, and be difficult 

of arrangement. 
As Commissioner of Crown Lands, did you find any difficulty in getting your ration 

accounts made up? My troopers find themselves. 
In the Burnett? Yes, unless for their private convenience, their supplies were provided 

for them sometimes. 
You would not recommend the transport of any white troopers, unless previously drilled 

and organized in Sydney, under Captain M'Lerie? I think, most decidedly, they should be 
organized and drilled in Sydney before being sent up. 
You imagine there would not be much difficulty in procuring these men, discharged out 

of the regiments previously quartered here? I think a number of men, who had previously 
had training, would not require to remain a long time under Captain M'Lcrie's superin- 

tendence. 
Would you prefer old soldiers, if physically capable and of good character? It would 

be desirable to take those who have been discharged, if physically capable. I have seen a 
great many here with good characters, and quite competent for these duties when they get 

some acquaintance with the bush. 
fly M. Buckley : You lived in the Burnett District some time? Yes. 
Do you think it at all likely that there are parties (young gentlemen, for instance,) who 

go into the country to obtain colonial experience, who would volunteer to go into the 
service—regular competent men? I doubt it very much. 
Do you recollect any volunteering during the time you were in the Burnett District? 

The Native Police only came two or three years before I left the Burnett District. 
49 You recollect no gentlemen volunteering? I recollect no instance of a person 

volunteering. 
And you are not aware of any person joining the Native Police? Yes, I am aware 

of Mr. Murray, in the Wide Bay District, joining the Native Police. 
Do you recollect any others? I do not recollect any others. 

By .hlp. Ta,lor: Do not you think these troopers have considerable difficulty in getting 
rations at the different stations: when they have no money in their pocket do the store-
keepers give them rations on their responsibility? I think travellers obtain rations without 
any difficulty in that way. These men are constantly travelling as a moving body. If one 
man is responsible for the whole company, the settlers have no objection in giving them 
what is required. I should have no hesitation myself in trying it without any provision of 
rations from the Government. I believe it would work well, from what I have seen in the bush. 
I know, with the ordinary constabulary and Commissioners' orderlies there is no difficulty; 
I have heard there has been great complication of accounts, arising from the difficulties of 
communication. If rations are issued by the Government, the Government require, very 
naturally and properly, a strict account of the number to whom rations are issued daily. 
There must be a sort of form filled up by the Commanding Officer of the names and rank 
of each person receiving rations. This account, kept in a particular form for several days, 

is 
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is then forwarded to the officer in charge of the section, and then forwarded to the head- Capt. 
M. C. 

quarters, or Auditor General's Office. So many transmissions causes a difficulty, and I O'Connell. 
think great complication of accounts would arise by this plan. At the same time I 

 

acknowledge it is a question open to a difference of opinion. 
23 July, 188. 

APPENDIX A. 

ESTIMATE of Expenditure for Mounted Police Force, for the Port Curtis and Leichhardt 
Districts. 

£ s.d. 

1 Lieutenant, per annum ... ... ... ... 365 0 0 

1 Sergeant-Major, ditto ... ... •.. ... 150 0 0 

1 Pay Sergeant, ditto ... ... ... ... 150 0 0 

10 Sergeants, at 6s 6d. per them ... ... •.. 1,186 5 0 

20 Troopers, at 5s. 6d. ditto ... •.. ... 2,007 10 0 

18 Aborignals, at is. 6d. ditto ... . ... 482 150 

4,341 10 0 

4 Supernumerary White Troopers, at 5s. 6d.... ... 733 10 0 

5,075 0 0 

54 Suits of Clothing, at say £7 each .. ... ... 378 0 0 

Forage, say... ... ... ... ... ... 600 0 0 

Contingencies ... ... ... ... ... 4000 0 

6,453 0 0 

Say £7,000 per annum. 

Preliminary Expenses in raising the above Force 
90 Horses, purchased at £30 ... ... ... ... 2,700 0 0 

54 Sets Saddicry and Accoutrements ... ... ... 540 0 0 

54 Sets Arms (sword, carbine, and revolver)... ... 540 0 0 

Recruiting expenses, say ... ... ... ... 600 0 0 

Buildings .. ... ... ... ... ... 2,000 0 0 

Forage, first year ... ... ... ... ... 1,000 0 0 

7,380 0 0 

Say £8,000. 

E. B. TJhr, Esq., J.P., called in and examined :-- 

By the (Thairnian: You are a magistrate of the territory, I believe? I am. 
E. B. Uhr, 

You reside at. Maryborough ? Yes. 
Es., J.P. 

How long have you resided there? For the last nine years. 
You have been constantly resident in the Northern Districts? I have, for the last 23 

July, 18S. 

fifteen or sixteen years; fifteen years, I think. 
Have not the head-quarters of the Native Police Force been stationed at Maryborough? 

About eight miles from Maryborough, on the south side of the river. 
How long have the head-quarters been there? I cannot say the year; from Mr. 

Morissett's arrival at Maryborough, I think it was some three or four years back. 
Was that Mr. Morissett the officer stationed at Maryborough ? He was the officer in 

command—the first lieutenant. 
TInder whom? There was no Commandant of the Force. I think the time the force was 

stationed there he was Commander of the Force. 
Are you iclined to think him an efficient officer? lam hardly able to speak of that. I 

think he is as competent as any persoh I know, and he has had a good deal of experience. 
Is he active? He appears to be active and energetic, and does all he can with the force 

under his control; but he has had many difficulties to contend with. 
Are these difficulties at an end? No, certainly not. 
From what cause? From the inefficiency of the natives, and the difficulty of getting 

proper men. 
Do you remember the force under Captain Walker? Yes; I remember when he first 

came to Maryborough. That was eight or nine years back. 
WT CS  the force then efficient? I considered it most efficient, and I considered him 

(Captain Walker) a most efficient officer. The men were well disciplined, and there was 
every energy used to suppress the aggressions of the blacks at that time. 
And did the force deteriorate? It did not on account of the force itself, but in con-

sequence af the discrepancies of the Commandant, and he himself fell off in his management. 
You are aware he was dismissed? I am. 
You are also aware of the alleged cause of his dismissal? The alleged cause was 

drunkenness. 
Have you, during your residence in Maryborough, had many opportunities of becoming 

acquainted with the officers of the Native Police Force? Yes, I have frequently seen them. 
Do you think them efficient? Yes, I think so, if they had proper men to control. The 

efficiency is void by their not having proper troopers. 
Without particularising names, are you not aware some are notorious drunkards? Yes, 

it is so reported. One, I believe—with regard to one I have every reason-  to believe such is 

the fact. 
21. 
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B. B. IJhr, 21. Then your knowledge only extends to one? Yes, only one. I have heard reports and Esq.,J.P. observations from parties that he is rendered unfit for his duties on account of his love of drink. 23 July, 1858. 
22. What is the nature of the building near Maryborough? I have never been up to the 
police camp. The troopers' buildings are made of bark and slabs of the rudest description. 

Are they still in use? Yes, they are; and as parties of Native Police come to Mary 
borough the buildings are used as head-quarters. 

When you left Maryborough was the Native Police Force there at the camp? There 
were officers and two sergeants, but very few of the Native Police there. I believe there are 
very few of the Native Police in the force. 

Can you give the Committee any idea of the present number of the officers of the force ? 
I cannot, except from rumour—that it consists of 18 or 20. 

Can you give any idea of the number of troopers? That I can only do by hearsay. I 
am told there are 30 or 40—therc may not be so many. I am of opinion there are not so 
many; that is the rumoured number. 

If your information is correct, do not you consider the number of officers is far in excess? 
Yes, I do. I consider it a great drag and expense to the Colony in the present state of the 
Native Police Force. I have considered it so for a long time. 

From your knowledge of the Native Police Force, how many officers should be appointed 
to a section of troopers? I think every 12 troopers would require one officer at least. 

If the number of troopers amounted to 120, how many officers would you recommend 
should be appointed to the force ? At the rate of one to 12, and the Commandant. Of course, exclusive of the Commanding Officer? Yes. 

Are you aware that the native troopers have been recruited in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of these murders? I don't know that they have been recruited from the immediate 
neighbourhood of the murders, but in Maryborough. Many who have joined the force find 
their way back into the town after joining the force. 

Would you suggest any remedy to prevent such an evil? The remedy I should suggest 
would be either to have a white force or get the natives further south of Moreton Bay. They 
never will make efficient troopers from any that can be got in the district. They may join 
the force for the novelty, and for a time, but they abandon it at their earliest leisure. 

If enlisted from a distance the blacks so enlisted would be afraid of absenting themselves? 
Yes; on account of the strange tribes they would have to pass through—so they would become 
good soldiers. It was that which made Mr. Walkers force so efficient in the first instance. 

Would you recommend an amalgamation of white troopers with native troopers? Certainly 
not. I would recommend a white force, similar to those we used to have under Sergeant Temple, 
in the old convict time, and black trackers when necessary to go after the blacks; these may 
be got in the immediate neighbourhood. 

Do you not think the force might be made efficient by sections of black troopers being 
employed in the most scrubby part of the country, leaving the white force to be employed 
in the open country? I think the white force generally as good as the blacks; they are 
more persevering. I don't think there is much perseverance in the blacks; they may take 
a camp, but they don't follow it up like the whites. I think a white force with trackers 
would have more stability, and be more beneficial in the end. 

Do you not think the white troopers would find the impenetrable scrubs in the Northern 
Districts great obstacles to their being useful? Certainly, in the scrubs they would have 
a good deal of hardship and difficulty to contend with; but we have had the experience of 
gentlemen, going out and protecting their stations, going into the scrubs and successfully 
protecting themselves against the murders and outrages of the blacks. Now, if gentlemen 
could do this, I think paid men ought to be able to do it with blacks as trackers. 

Is it not a matter of notoriety that black troopers on entering the scrub take off their 
clothes? Yes; I always understood that to be the ease when they are going to surprise a 
camp, but the white troopers would have time benefit in having a couple of trackers. 

Could you suggest to the Committee the best site for the head-quarters of the Native 
Police Force? Ny experience is hardly sufficient; I think somewhere in the centre of the 
frontier distriets_somneuhere  in the neighbourhood of the Dawson; that is the position 
I should suggest for the head-quarters, so that they immediately could be distributed in the 
disturbed districts whenever disturbances took place. At Wide Bay, I apprehend, the natives 
will yet be very troublesome. Civilization always seems to make these fllows more trouble- 
some than when in their wild state; they come to know their power, and, consequently, 
there is a good deal more trouble to contend with them. At Naryborough we have 
frequently robberies on sawyers knocked down, and besides, they rob people of money. 
In Naryborough, if they see a drunken man they rob him, and knock him down. There 
was a case the other day, brought before the magistrate sitting, against a man named Darby, 
who knocked down a sawyer, and robbed him. 

You would rather have the spot nearer to Gayndah than Port Curtis? The only 
advantage to Port Curtis is the communication with head-quarters sooner. I think I would 
have the site nearer the frontier. 

Is there not a steamer constantly plying between Wide Bay and Sydney? Yes, monthly; 
it used to come fortnightly. 

How many horses could it convey? I think fifteen is the number it is chartered for; it can carry twelve. 
Suppose the Government sent up some twenty troopers from Sydney to the Northern 

Districts, would you recommend the horses being sent with them, or should the horses be 
got there ? I think the horses should be sent, certainly. 

You think it would be less expensive? Yes. There is not a sufficient number of horses eqwd to that demand, if they were to be got at Maryborough. 
44, Yq baye, butT 1P opportunity of observing the native troopers of late? I have. 
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Are they clean and orderly, or do they impress you with an idea that they are not E. B. Uhr, 
sufficiently looked after? Well, some of them look rather smart, others look like hogs in Esq., J.P. 
armour. Their clothes sit uncomfortably on theim I,  suppose they make themselves as 
decent as their nature will allow them. Some are smart, and take pride in their dress, others 23 July, 1858. 
are not so. It is very difficult to make the blacks look well in their dress. The old troopers, 
those under Commandant Walker, were very natty in their dress. 
Are you aware how the rations are given to the force at present? I believe they are 

allowed so much a day, and that they are procured by the Commandant, or officer in com-
mand, as required. That system seems to work very well. 
You tiunk that system is preferable to any other? Yes, to any other that could be 

adopted. Contracts might be issued. It would be difficult to get a contractor to furnish 
rations at the different stations. I think the.present system is the only one that could be 
adopted 

Are you aware what the native troopers receive?. Only from hearsay. Altogether, or 
rations? 

Altogether? I have heard they get the sum of 4d. or 5d. as a money payment; and 
their rations consist of 2.lbs. of meat, 1* lbs. of flour, with a small quantity. of tea, sugar, 
tobacco, and soap, also salt, per day. The quantity of meat is larger than usually allowed 
by the Government. 
Are you..personally acquainted with Lieutenant Murray.? Yes. 
Do you consider him an efficient officer? Yes, a most active officer, and a man of great 

experience. 
52., Are you acquainted with Lieutenant Bligh? I do know him. 
Could you mention the names of two, officers whom you would select in preference for 

sending them to the Southern Districts for the purpose of enlisting troopers? Yes. I think 
the two gentlmen you named are most suited to the purpose; yet I would hardly recommend 
their being taken out of the district at the present time, their services are so useful. They 
are the best, and only two, I would recommend for such an undertaking. 
If their services could be dispensed with, they are the best men to select? Yes. 
Are you aware that the Government sent Lieutenant Ailman on such an expedition 

sonic few months since? I am not; this is the first I have heard of it. I heard Lieutenant 
Allman was in Sydney on leave of absence; I was not aware of it; afterwards I heard he 
was not in the force. 
Do you know where Lieutenant Ahiman is now? He was some two or three months 

since in Maryborough. 
Would you suggest that the appointment of the subordinate officers should rest with the 

Commandent? Yes, most certainly. 
Without the Government veto? I think he should be held reponsiblc for the appoint- 

IDents, and if he made an improper one, it would be for .the Government to mark their sense 
of it. 
Are you aware that young men have been forwarded from sydney to .join the Native 

Police as officers, who afterwards were found thoroughly incompetent? I have been so 
informed. All the Native Police officers ought to have a knowledge of the bush and the 
native character before they can rnahc efficient officers for such a corps. 

B.)Wr. Bvc7clej : You say there should be one.officer to twelve troopers, would that be 
sufficient? That is my opinion.. . . 
What would you style him? Lieutenant. 
In the event of any accident occurring to him, or sickness, what would be the position 

of the division? If the officer were taken sick it would be necessary, of courie, to have some 
one to relieve him. 
Would you not then recommend the continuance of sub-lieutenants? I would have a 

few supernumerary officers in case of accident. I would not recommend more than one officer 
to twelve troopers, excepting two or three sub-lieutenants, in case of sickness or accident of 
any description. That may not happen once in seven years, or it may occur every day. 
According to your statement, that would be one officer to eight troopers, including super-

numeraries? That would, require calculation 
The troopers are in sections of 12 ? I would have three or four supernumeraries, in case 

of their being required. One of the sergeants might take charge of the corps' in the absence 
of the officer from sickness 
What is your opinion of the estimation in winch sub-officers were held by native troopers 

in former times- were they ever fond of sergeants? I believe they were. There was Sergeant 
Dowling, under Commandant Walker, they were very fond of him. 
Has it not been remarked that they do not pay attention to officers, except the Com-

mandant? I never heard that before I came to Sydney. 
Are you aware that the scrub is as dense in Wide Bay as it is in the districts further 

north? Yes, I think so. 

You think, of your. own knowledge, that the district is intersected by the scrub as much 
as those further north? Yes, from my knowledge. 
And affords a considerable cover for the blacks? Yes. 
In that case, with a body of white troopers and two trackers, what would be the

.  positio of these men if they found that only the trackers could penetrate the scrub? I donot think 
the scrubs so dense that a white man could not follow the trackers. A white man might not 
be able to go as fast as the blacks can, but I,know gentlemen who have done it. 
If these men were not efficient enough to drive the blacks out they would be, of course, 

useless-I mean the white troopers? I should suppose that eight troopers would be always 
sufficient when they came up to. the blacks to drive them out, or, at all events, to disturb 
their camp. The black.traekers-I should also make use of them in case of attack. 
Are they very careful of their horses? Yes, very. That is, another reason why I reeom- 

331P . mend 
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E., B. lJhr,. mend. white troopers. The horses are more taken care of, and fit for service when 
Esq., required. 

74. Do the blacks abuse their saddles, harness, and their garments? No doubt, if not 
zaJuly, 1858 looked after. 
-• . 75. You invariably see their horses with sore backs? Yes; they are bad horse masters, 

Is it from hard riding, or the severe pace they go at ? I may say from their severity in 
galloping horses. The black troopers when they have no head with them will go as hard as 
they can pelt. 
By AT. Taylor: Do you think it better to have appointed a greater number of whites 

or blacks? If you get the blacks from the south, and such a force as originally was under 
the charge of Commandant Walker, I think we should be equally well protected. 
Do you think it better to have all white troopers? Or those I am speaking of. 
Would you have more white troopers than blacks? I would say have black troopers, if 

they were as efficient as those under Commandant Walker. I would sooner sec no Native 
Police than as it is at present. 

Then you think the present force does more harm than good? They certainly are not 
doing much good, and they tend to do much harm; the natives having got a contempt for 
them. If you get good troopers—the natives of the south—they will not amalgamate 
with the natives of the north, and will cause more dread, and keep them in better cheek. 

If twenty white troopers were sent in the meanwhile, it would have a good effect on the 
district? That is difficult to say. If you got a good force, as under Sergeant Temple in the 
convict times, this white force would be superior. The difficulty of organizing such a force 
would be very great and very expensive. I certainly think the way the Native Police 
Force is at present constituted is not at all effective. I don't consider that this ineffectiveness 
is attachable to the Commandant. The expense is going on without any benefit being 
derived from it. 

THURSDAY, 29 JULY, 1858. 

Uveøtnt :— 
Mit. DONALDSON, Ma. RICHARDSON, 
Mit. HODUSON, Ma. SMITH, 

MR. TAYLOR. 

ARTHUR HODGSON, ESQ., IN THE CIIAIR. 

John M'Lerie, Esq. Inspector General of Police, called in and examined :- 

John MLerie 1. By the Ohaiiman: Do. you think it possible to send up from ten to twelve mounted 
Esq. troopers to act in the Northern Districts, to be attached to the Commandant of the Native 

Police? Do I understand you to mean men of the mounted force now exist.ing? 

29 July, 1858. 2. Yes? No, not, at all. 
S. For'hat reason? The necessities of the service in Sydney and the Sydney District, in 
the first place. 
Do you think there would be any difficulty in enlisting that number? I do not think there 

would, if the terms offered were commensurate with the price of labor in the Colony. 
flow long do you think it would take to enlist from ten to twelve troopers? I am aware 

that there are .a number of young men in Melbourne waiting for police employment, who 
have recently arrived from Ireland. The Irish Revenue Police have recently been amal-
gamated with the general constabulary of Ireland, and these men have been thus thrown 
out of employment, and have emigated in consequence. I have taken three of them within 
the last few days—very intelligent, well drilled men. I think, by communicating with 
the police authorities in Melbourne, I could raise, and drill sufficiently for service on the 
borders, any moderate number of men that may be required. 
What pay per them would you suggest should be given them? I do not think, having in 

vie'w the present wages of labor in the Colony, that you could offer them ices than five 
shillings a day, and rations. 
With clothing? With clothing, of course. 

S. You think with that pay there would be no difficulty in raising a body of men for the 
purpose? I do not anticipate any difficulty. I think I would be able to raise a sufficient 
number of men for the purposes required on the borders in a month, and instruct them in 
Sydney under my own officers. 
.9. You think such a force would be useful in the bush? I do, if amalgamated with the 
native troopers, and divided into parties of six white and four native troopers. I think in that 
proportion they would tend to the suppression of the outrages that have been taking place for 
'rsome time in the Northern Colony. I think, in my evidence before a Committee of the House 
some time ago, I suggested that the parties should consist of ten men each. Small parties, 
with ready means of concentration, in ease of necessity for an increased force, are a more 
-effectual means of repressing crime than large bodies confined to certain districts. I think 
it is necessary to join native troopers with the white men; for, I served myself against the 
natives in New Zealand with troops, and I know the services of the troops would have been 
ss perfect nullity without the assistance of natives. I presume that the denseness of the 
scrubs in the Northern Districts prevents the ready action of Europeans. 

You are aware that there are large tracts of open country in the Northern Districts where 
Europeans would be useful without native blacks? I am aware that during the existence of 
the old Mounted Police they never went into the bush without trackers; in fact, truckers 
were regularly paid for the purpose—each party had a tracker attached to it. 
By Mr. Richardson: You say there should be a proportion of six white men to four 

blacks? Yes. 12. 
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Would you apply that to all parts of the country where they were required—where the John M'Lerie, 
scrubs are more dense, for instance? Of course, if the scrubs were dense, and the number of F.sq 

aboriginals assembled for hostile purposes were great, it would require a conntration of 
parties. Instead of one party with six whites and four blacks, you would have two with 29 July, 188. 
twelve and eight, or three with eighteen and twelve. 
You think the sending up of some Mounted Police from here would be a decided improve-

ment on the present force ? I do. I have no official knowledge of *hat is going on on the 
borders. 
But you know something of the working of the Native Police, having had them under 

your control for a short time ? Yes. 
Has it been your impression for some time that a larger infusion of white men would be 

beneficial to the corps? It has. 

SEPARATE APPENDIX. 

A. 
Camboorn, Lezc1Aardt, 

April 29, 1858. 

I do myself the hOnor to transmit to you herewith depositions concerniig the 
murder of four white men. 

At the same time I take the liberty, which I hope your courtesy will consider 
pardonable, of trespassing on your valuable time, by claiming your sympathy and assistance, 
as a member of His Excellency's Government, for the stockholders and their men in this 
exposed district. The unfortunate shepherds, I think, more particularly require consideration, 
for their lives can always be taken, the more so as the aborigines seem to have some settled 
plan to murder as many as they can. On this occasion, the natives who committed this murder 
did not take any sheep, but only a carbine, powder and balls, and some axes. On the 
second day after the murder Licut. Murray wasoñ their trail, and he has not since been 
seen. Sub-Lieut Powell and two troopers also went after Mr. Murray. The murderers 
proceeded to the Banana, about 45 miles north from here, a station of Messrs Hay and bit, 
where they attacked a sheep station, at which there were three men. These white men, being 
alarmed, offered the aborigines. everything they possessed, but the latter said that they would 
have only their lives; and "that they would take the lives of all the b—y white men in 
" the country;". thus shewing their malice, and that amongst them were blacks who had 
]ong been living with the whites. The blacks then showered their spears and waddies. 
The whites were all wounded, but fortunately they defended themselves, and killed one black 
and wounded Others, when the reSt fled. 10 the first week of this month a white man was 
found lying near the road, about thirteen miles from here. He was shot through the ear; 
be was lying on his back, with a pistol lying on his breast, but close . to, yet not grasped in 
his hand; there were bruises on his neck and back. He was not robbed, but his dog was 
missing. He was a travelling shepherd on foot, and his dog had been seen at the Banana. 
Shepherds with £30 in cheques do not commit suicide, even though they may have been 
tired and half dead with thirst; indeed, hard working laboring men seldom take their 
own lives. I believe that be was murdered by two blacks who had lately abconded 
from the Banana. On the 16th instant, or thereabouts, two shepherds were murdered 
at the now ill-fated Eurombah, Mr. Cardew's station, Upper Dawson, now so fully 
protected by Mr. Frederick Walker, ex-Commandant, Native Police, and ten ex-troopers, 
as also by the proximity of the Police Camp, not twenty miles distant. But there are bold 
men with the blacks, and experienced; on this occasion, as the door was found fastened, the 
blacks entered by the chimney during a dark night. The sheep station huts on Cracow 
Creek, by which I came here yesterday, had been robbed, and the shepherds threatened. 

The Native Police do not, and cannot, afford the protection comtemplatcd by the 
Government. The officers are active, and are now constantly on the patrol, as I know; but 
the recruits are not sufficient as yet to supply the number of troopers allotted for the Leich-
hardt, and many of these desert. Sub-Lieutenant Wheeler lost ten troopers, who all absconded 
at once. But even fifty men is but little to look after the now numerous inimical blacks 
which line the Dawson and Fitz Roy, on a frontierof more than three hundred miles. The 
scrubs and broken impracticable country occupy, perhaps, one-third of this district so con-
tinuously that the aborigines can travel, perhaps, from one end to the other under shelter. 
Nor do the now officers and recruits as yet know the bush, so as to be able to surprise the 
natives at their scrub-surrounded lagoons. 

The remedy of high wages securing time services of men for shepherds whose 
courage will intimidate the blacks will be ruinous to the capitalist, and would ultimately 
cause the desertion of the district; and this will, I feel, never be permitted by His 
Excellency's Government. The substitution of I{ottentots as troopers might succeed. The 
interest of the stockholders and their perplexity will, I trust, be my excuse with you for 
venturing these remark-s on this occasion, when I cannot help giving some expression of the 
feelings of the persons amongst whom I live to one who is very capable of rendering them 
assistance. 

To The Honorable 
The Attorney General, 

Office of Attorney General, 
Sydney. 

I have, &c., 

W. H. WISEIAN,J.p.&C.c.L. 
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EMIGRANT SHIP "STEBONHEATH." 
(PROGRESS REPORT OF IMMIGRATION BOARD UPON CONDUCT OF SURGEON.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 20 April, 1858. 

THE IMMIGRATION BOARD to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

Government Immigration Office, 
SIR, 

Sydney, 12 Mar01?, 1858. 
We have the honor to report, for your information, that, in consequence of 

statements having been made to us at the usual inspection of the Immigrants on board the 

" Stebonheath" that irregularities had occurred on board that vessel, and that acts of cruelty 

had been committed by the SurgeonSuperintendeiit on some of the single Female Immigrants, 

an investigation has been held at this Office, and has up to the present time occupied the 
attendance of the Board for a period of six days. 

Although much evidence has been taken, a great many more Witnesses still remain 

to be examined; but sufficient has been elicited to satisfy the Board that two of the single 

females, names Ellen LoughbDrough and Henrietta Jackson, have been imprisoned in a cell 

erected by direction of the Surgeon-Superintendent for the purpose of punishment, and that 

they have also been treated with much cruelty, by having been handcuffed and kept under 
this painful restraint for a period of three days. 

Nothing having transpired during the inquiry to justify such a proceeding on the 

part uf the Surgeon, we beg to recommend that the Criminal Crown Solicitor be authorized 

to take such proceedings in the matter as the statements made by these girls will justify for 

punishing the Surgeon for the acts of impropriety and cruelty he appears to have been guilty 
of. 

Other matters of grave importance, affecting the discipline of the ship, conduct of 

the Officers, and characters of some of the Female Immigrants, are still under inquiry, and 

as soon as the evidence is in a complete state a full report will be made, for the information 
of the Government, by the Board. 

We have, &c., 

H. H. BROWNE. 

GOTHER K. MANN. 

HAYNES GIBBES ALLEYNE. 

Ti UNDER SECRETARY to THE AGENT 'OR IMMIGRATION 
(Immediate.) 

Uoloilial Secretary's Office, 

SIR, Sydney, 12 Marcls, 1858. 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you, that, in compliance 

with the suggestion contained in a letter from the Immigration Board of this date, applica-

tion has been made to the Crown Law Officers, with a view to such steps as maybe necessary 

being taken by the Criminal Crown Solicitor against the Surgeon of the " Stebonheath " for 

his treatment of two Female Emigrants, in confining them in a cell, and placing them in 

handcuffs; and to request that you will therefore place yourself in communication with the 

Crown Solicitor, to afford him any further information which may be requisite. 

THE 
ba e, &c., 

E AGENT TOR IMMIGRATION. 
W. ELYARD. 

l06—. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

EMIGRANT SI-lip "STEBONHEATI-I" 
(REPORT OF BOARD UPON CONDUCT OF SURGEON, MATRON, AND OFFICERS OF.) 

Ordered by tire Legislative Assembly to be Prntcd, 13 April, 1858. 

REPORT of the Immigration Board on the Irregularities which occurred on board the 

Ship " Stebonheath," and the conduct of the Surgeon-Superintendent, ifatron, and 

Officers of the vessel connected tlrer,with. 

IN drawing attention to their Progress Report of the 12th ultimo, relative to the inquiry 

then being carried on by them in reference to the ship " Stebonheath," in which they 

recommended that immediate steps should be adopted for the purpose of legal proceedings 

being taken by the Government against the Surgeon-Superintendent, for his ill-treatment on 

the voyage to the single females named in the margin,—the Board have now the honor to 

submit, for the consideration of the Government, the Minutes of Evidence taken by them, henrietta 

and the following Report, based on that evidence, at which they have arrived, after mature 
Jackron. 
 

consideration. 

The evidence, it will be observed, is very voluminous; but not more so, perhaps, 

than may have been expected from the result of an inquiry of such grave importance as that 

which could not fail to be attached to the case of the ship " Stebonheath," as brought under 

the notice of the Agent for Immigration, and by him submitted for the Board's consideration. 

The ship " Stebonheath" sailed from Plymouth with Emigrants destined for this 

Colony, on the 30th September last, under the command of Captain Connell, and the Medical 

superintendence of Mr. Rowland. 

Amongst the Emigrants despatched by this vessel were about one hundred and 

fifty single females, who were entrusted during the voyage to the custody of Miss Jane Chase, 

who was appointed to that charge by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners. 

The Ship had not been many days at sea when she encountered a frightful gale of 

wind, which so completely disabled her that she was obliged to bear up for Pauihlac, a small sea-

port town on the coast of France, about 30 miles distant from Bordeaux, where she was re-fitted 

and re-provisioned, and from whence she sailed on the 1st November last, for this Port, 

which she reached on the 27th February, after a protracted voyage of upwards of five 

months. 

On her arrival in this Port she appeared to be in good order, and at the ordinary 

inspection by the Immigration Board the only complaints made were as follows 

A man, named M'Donald, complained that he had been taken by the 

collar, and turned on deck by the Surgeon-Superintendent; and, 

Two constables, named Bergimi, informed the Board that they had been 

displaced from their offices, the cause for which they requested might 

be inquired into. 

82—A 7. 
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The Surgeon-Superintendent at the same time made several grave charges against 

the Master and Officers of the vessel ; and added, in his conversation with the Agent for 

Immigration, that, in consequence of the marked insubordinate conduct of some of the single 

female Immigrants under his care, he had been obliged to confine some of them in a prison 

which lie had uccessarily constructed for the purpose, and that, on two occasions, he had to 

place the offenders in handcuffs. 
It having appeared to the Board that the punishment inflicted on the females 

referred to above was of an excessively arbitrary character, they felt that no other course 

was open to them than to adjourn the further inquiry into the circumstances of the case, 

with a view to afford the parties implicated an opportunity of justifying the line of conduct 

pursued by them. 

Previously to the Board leaving the vessel, a letter was handed to them, a copy 

of which will be found in the Appendix, page 3, signed T. G. Kemp, which contained a 

distinct charge against the Surgeon-Superintendent of imprisoning, and otherwise ill-treating, 

two of the unmarried Immigrant girls, named Loughborough and Jackson. 

Mr. Kemp was informed that the Board would meet on the following day, and that 

he should then have a full opportunity of preferring his complaint. In consequence, however, 

of the rather unexpected death of one of the single females, named Ann Cox, which necessitated 

the holding of an inquest on the body, the Board were obliged to postpone the initiation of 

the inquiry to the 5th ultimo. 
As a consequence to be expected, the Surgeon-Superintendent, Dr. Rowland, was 

officially informed by this department that an inquiry would be held by the Immigration 

Board into the irregularities which occurred on board the ship "Stebonheath," and that, 

pending such inquiry, none of the gratuities payable to himself, the officers, or subordinates 

would be discharged until the decision of the Government had been obtained thereon. 

Previously to a meeting of the Board, a statement was made by one of the single 

females, named Ellen Loughborough, to the Reverend Dean O'Connell, of the ill-treatment 

which she had received during the passage at the hands of the Surgeon-Superintendent; 

and that statement, as reduced to writing, will be found in the Minutes of the first day. 

That statement, as well as other facts brought under the notice of the Board, 

iMuced them to afford every means in their power to all parties interested in the 

inquiry to produce such evidence before them as was calculated to elucidate the facts connected 

with the occurrences during the passage of the " Stebonheath" to this port; and although, 

for obvious reasons, it has not been customary to admit at such inquiries the presence of 

persons whose interests are not indentified therewith, an exception was made in this case by 

the Board, and they therefore felt themselves justified in departing from the ordinary course, 

by inviting the attendance at their proceedings of the Reverend Mr. Agnew, the Church of 

England Chaplain attached to the department, and also that of the Very Reverend Dean 

O'Connell, who ministered to the requirements of the Roman Catholic females who arrived by 

the vessel. 

Both these gentlemen kindly attended during the inquiry, and interrogated many 

of the witnesses on points which elicited from them much information that might probably 

have otherwise escaped the attention of the Board. 

The first complaint entertained by the Board was that made by the Surgeon- 

Superintendent, to the effect that some of the medical comforts—such as porter, milk, sago 

mutton broth, lime juice, wine, &c.—were deficient in quantity, and that the Master and 

Officers of the vessel maintained little or no control over the crew, whose general conduct 

was of a most insubordinate character; the result of which was, that all his endeavors to 

uphold the Commissioners' Regulations for the prevention of intimacy between them and 

the single females was rendered nugatory, not only by the want of firmness on the part of 

the Master, but also by the bad example shewn by the 2nd and 3rd Mates in violating those 

Regulations, and associating on terms of equality with the seamen of the vessel. 

On behalf of the owners, the agent of the vessel, Mr. Ford, attended in reference 

to the alleged deficiency in the medical comforts; and although he admitted that he could 

not correctly account for the disposal of some of the articles which were represented to be 

deficient, he nevertheless assured the Board that all the requirements of the Charter Party 

had been strictly complied with previously to the vessel leaving England, and that the 
owners 
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owners sent their ship's husband to Pauillac to supply any deficiencies which may have been 

occasioned by reason of the disastrous circumstances attendant on her encounter with the 

heavy gale which she had the misfortune to fall in with shortly after her departure from 

England, and that all the articles, the short supply of which was complained of, were made 

good from the Captain's private stores, so long as he had any remaining on hand, after due 

allowance being made for the injury done to them by the influence of the weather, or the 

pillage of the crew during the storm. 

Of the conduct of the Master and Officers, the evidence goes clearly to prove 

that the Master, Mr.. Connell, was a good tempered person, but that when his interference 

was sought for, he afforded it with apparent reluctance, although he could not have been 

unaware of the fact that his crew were, as a body, most insubordinate in their general 

conduct. 

The Chief Officer, Mr. Dray, deserves considerable credit for the firmness which 

he displayed during the voyage; as, although during the greater part of it he suffered 

seriously from the effects of an injury which he received in the gale already referred to, he 

nevertheless adopted every means within his power to prevent the formation of in.tifiies 

between the crew and the female Emigrants; the consequence of which was, that he became 

so obnoxious as to render it necessary that, during his watch, he was obliged to carry a pistol 

about his person for self-preservation. 

The Second Officer, although not chargeable with having in any way mixed him-

self up with the single females, nevertheless set so bad an example, by walking the deck and 

smoking with the boatswain and carpenter, as to put it completely out of his power to sup-

press the outrages committed on the Matron, which usually occurred during his watch, and 

when she had pieces of rope or spunyarn thrown from aloft at her, and on some occasions 

tobacco juice discharged on her. 

The Third Mate's conduct is deserving of the most extreme censjire, for he appears 

to have sought every opportunity of violating the conditions of the Charter Party, which 

forbids intercourse of any kind between the officers and crew and the female passengers; 

and it has been proved that he was prevented, on one occasion, from having sexual inter-

course with a girl named Elizabeth Bullin, by the presence of a sick girl in the female apart-

ment, whom he had not observed at the time, but who made an immediate report of the 

occurrence to the Matron, which led to the removal of the offending girl. 

Of the crew, the conduct of many was very bad; some having taken opportunities 

during the gale of intruding themselves into the single women's apartment; one (the Cap-

tain's cook) having gone so far as to get into bed with one of the girls, and to lay his hand 

on her person, and another, named Sullivan, to get behind the bed places for the purpose of 

communicating with a girl with whom he was known to have kept up a previous corres-

pondence. Others of them have frequently visited the married people's apartment, for the 

purpose of speaking to the girls through the louvre partition, and a correspondence between 

them and the single females was detected to have existed to such an extent as to lead to the 

supposition that the bulkshead was often removed, and the zinc on the skylights and water-

closets destroyed, for the purpose of furthering their evil designs. 

From the evidence adduced, it appears that in consequence of misconduct on the 

part of several of the single females, the Surgeon.Superintendent caused a prison to be erected 

in the female hospital, for the purpose of confining any of the female Immigrants who might 

become refractory. The prison represented, as nearly as possible, two upright boxes or cells, 

of not more that two feet square, with holes at the top for ventilation, but was unprovided 

with seats or any other means to enable the parties confined in them to take rest. In this 

prison, it has been proved that no less than nine single females were confined at various periods 

during the voyage, and also one single man. The term for imprisonment appeared to vary 

from two hours to four days; and in the eases of the girls Loughborough and Jackson, and 

the single man named Albert Thomas, the use of handcuffs was had recourse to. 

The imprisonment of Loughborough and Jackson was accompanied by acts of 

extreme cruelty, their hands having been handcuffed hehind their backs until they became 

swollen, and the girls themselves reduced to a very exhausted state. 

The evidence, it appears to the Board, goes to prove that there may have been 

necessity for the infliction of some punishment on certain of the single females during the 

passage, 
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passage, as in the case of one girl who was confined for striking her companion, and in that 
of another for threatening the lives of some of the young women, and using a knife on the 
occasion referred to; but it does not appear to them that there was any justification for the 
ex'treme cruelty exercised in most of the cases, particularly those of Loughborough and 
Jaekson, whose refusal to perform a task set by the Matron cannot in any way be held t 
warrant their incarceration, and the other ill-treatment to which they had been subjected. 

Mr. Rowland, the Surgeon-Superintendent of the " Stebonheath," had previously 
made six voyages to the Colonies in charge of .Imigrants despatched by the Commissioners; 
and as they were usually characterized by successful results, it is the more to be regretted 
that on this, his seventh voyage, lie should so far have forgotten himself, as he has 
undoubtedly done. 

From the statement made by him before the Board, it will be seen that from the 
commencement of the voyage he had much to contend with, owing to the advantages taken 
of him by the crew during the gale, as well as by their subsequent misconduct whilst at 
Pauillae, and during the remainder of the passage. It is quite clear, however, that during 
the voyage, on three occasions at least, Mr. Rowland appeared to have been under the 
influence of liquor, and that whilst so he forgot the position which he ought to have main-
tained on board. The instances to which they refer are :- 

(iSt.) When he turned out the single men from their berths on the port side in 
the night to trim the ventilator. 

(2nd.) When he fell into the water at Pauillac; and 

(3rd.) When he most injudiciously interfered on one occasion whilst the pro-
visions were being served out in the hold. 

There can be little doubt that most of these errors have been brought about by 
the erroneous opinion which he entertained of his own importance, and of the authority with 
which he considered himself invested by the Commissioners' Regulations, as well as by the 
instructions contained in the Queen's Order in Council in reference to passenger ships. 

Dr. Rowland has been proved on all occasions, where the rights of the Emigrants 
were concerned, to have acted with the greatest propriety, and to have checked all acts of 
insubordination, or attempts to indulgence, on the part of the Emigrants in the use of pro-
fane language. In the discharge of his Medical duties there does not appear to be any 
ground for complaint, if the Board except the cases of Macdonnell's wife and the young 
woman Ann Cox; and it is, therefore, to be regretted that his absence from the Board 
meetings, at the close of their inquiry, should have obliged them to deal with these, as well 
as the other cases of complaint against him, without his being afforded an opportunity of 
explaining his conduct in respect to them, which his sudden disappearance has prevented the 
Board from granting to him. 

The sudden removal of the man Macdonne.11 from the 'tween decks is reprehensible, 
as a less arbitrary course might have been adopted to induce him to remain on deck until the 
'tween decks had been properly cleaned. The Board are also of opinion that his dismissal of 
two of his constables was not justified by the offence which they had committed. 

- 30, In respect to the Matron, Miss Chase, it appears to the Board that from the very 
time of 1er appointment to the " Stebonheath" she entered upon her duties with fear and 
trembling, owing to the conduct of some of the single females during their conveyance by rail 
from London to Plymouth, which caused her to be suspicious as to what might be the result 
of such conduct when subjected to the temptations of a sea voyage. These anticipated results 
became apparent in the early part of the voyage, and were, doubtless, accelerated by the 
advantages which the disorder consequent on the gale, as well as the absence of all exertion 
on the part of the Master to control his crew, afforded to the ill-disposed on board. 

31. In dealing with the Matron's case, it must be borne in mind that the punishment 
of imprisonment inflicted on the girls by the Surgeon-Superintendent was, in most cases, caused 
by a disobedience on their part to carry out the instructions issued to them by the Matron, and 
this fact, coupled with the unguarded testimony given by her at the inquest on the girl Cox, 
has, as may have been supposed likely to occur, caused much ill-feeling towards her; and 
statements have been made which, if at all borne out, would tend to exhibit her conduct in a 
most unsatisfactory light. 

32. 
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The evidence taken by the Board entirely removes this impression from their 

minds; and, although she may, in cases of excitement when meeting with much opposition to 

her orders, have spoken harshly to the girls, she does not, in the opinion of the Board, appear 

to have been guilty of indulging in the use of insulting epithets, or of making allusions of a 

coarse or improper character. The strongest evidence in the Matron's favor on these points 

will be found in the statements to the Board by.several of the girls who had been imprisoned 

in consequence of disobedience to her orders, and who speak of her not only in the kindest 

manner, but express contrition for the conduct of which they were guilty, and for making 

groundless charges against her. 

After a careful perusal of the evidence giveu against the Matron before the Board, it 

will be seen that it should be received with great caution, as, in most instances, it was put forth 

by Immigrants, each of whom considered, however erroneously, that she had just grouflds 

for complaining of the Matron's conduct towards her; for instance, a Mrs. Bailey believed 

that as she had paid a portion of her passage money she ought to be exempt from the duties 

of cleaning or the necessity for attending muster. Ellen Lougliborough considered herself 

unjustly treated in being called upon to perform some task for taking the part of her friend 

Ann Jackson; and Mrs. Lewis felt aggrieved because she had been removed from the office 

of nurse, and was on her arrival reported by the Matron to have obtained-a passage to the 

Colony under false certificates, in which she and her daughter were represented to be single 

women and sisters, whilst the fact is, that she was coining to the Colony accompanied by her 

daughter, for the purpose of joining her husband, who had short time previously arrived in 

this Port by another vessel in the capacity of a sailor. It will thus be seen that whilst those 

persons abstain from awarding her any credit at all, those who had, in some instances 

suffered punishment from her ideas of discipline, nevertheless give her credit for the course 

she adopted, and for the example she set to uphold morality amongst them, and, as far as pos-

sible to restrain the erring portion of her charge from the temptations to which they were 

exposed. 

In so far, therefore, the Board consider the conduct of the Matron to have been 

most exemplary; but they are, nevertheless, constrained to think that, notwithstanding the 

intercession she appears to have made to induce the Surgeon to release from confinement the 

girls who were placed in the cells, she ought to have gone still farther, by giving up immediate 

charge as Matron rather than to have tacitly sanctioned the perpetration by the Surgeon-

Superintendent of acts of cruelty towards any of the females under her charge. In not 

adopting such a course she appears to us to have assented (although, according to her own 

views, innocently,) to the course of punishment adopted by Dr. Rowland. 

With the exception of about one hundred single females, the Emigrants consisted 

of persons who had obtained passages to the Colony under the Remittance Regulations; and, 

as far as the Board have been able to judge, they appeared a respectable class of persons. 

They made no complaints at the time of the Board's inspection of them as to any miscon-

duct on the part of the Surgeon or Officers of the vessel towards them; and it is clear 

that they did not intend doing so, until the publication of the evidence taken at the incluest 

on Ann Cox, which informed the public of the irregularities which had occured on board 

the " Stebonheath," and they naturally felt that their characters were thereby compromised, 

not only on account of the scenes of immorality brought to light, but also for withholding 

from the authorities here information of the serious outrages that had been committed on 

some of the single females. They were still further annoyed because it was asserted that 

they assisted the sailors of the vessel in having access to the single females through their 

apartment. 

For concealing from the Board in their first examination of them the ill-treat. 

ment which some of the Immigrants received, much blame must still attach to them, but in 

respect to the charge, that they were instrumental in assisting the sailors in their conimuni-

cations with the single females, the Board consider the charge to be entirely refuted by the 

evidence. In recording this acquittal, the Board feel it right to observe, that they are far 

from satisfied that the Immigrants referred to took any steps to send the sailors out of their 

apartment; but this may have been caused by a fear, on their part, of annoyance from an 

insubordinate crew, with whom they were naturally undesirous of bringing themselves into 

collision. 

82—B - 37. 
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Of the single females who formed a very large proportion of the Immigrants by 

the " Stebonheath," a considerable number obtained passages under the Remittance Regula-

tions. These were mostly from Ireland, and their conduct, it has been clearly proved, was 

most tractable and orderly during the voyage, the Matron herself having stated to the Board 

that she received no trouble at their hands. It would be subject of gratification to the 

Board if they could say the same of the females selected through the Commissioners' Agents; 

but they regret that it has been proved that the conduct of a portion of these girls was 

characterized by a levity of manner, as well as a spirit of insubordination, most detrimental 

to them; and the Board consider that in controlling these females the Matron and Surgeon are 

alike entitled to credit for their firmness, which, if at all relaxed, could scarcely have failed 

to bring about the most disastrous results. 

As almost all the single females by this vessel have either been handed over to 

their friends or provided with situations, the Board consider it undesirable to particularize by 

name any of those who may have exhibited levity of conduct, trusting, as they do, that such 

may not be attributable to previous habits of dissipation, but rather to mistaken ideas of their 

position on board It may be right to add, that these observations are intended to apply to 

a small portion only of the single females, and that they are not therfore to be taken as a 

justification for the very wholesale condemnation which has been so undeservedly cast upon 

them all alike. 

The Board consider this a fitting place in their Report to record their opinion that 

the two girls Loughborough alid Jackson, who had been imprisoned for so lengthy a period, 

were not punished for any act of immorality or attempt on their part to associate with the 

crew of the vessel,—the act for which Jackson was punished having been a simple breach of 

manners on her part towards the Matron, and that of Loughborough being an attempt on her 

part to shield her friend, Jackson, from punishment.. 

It is not attempted to be shown that the conduct of either of these girls was at 

any time improper, but, on the contrary, they are spoken of in terms of praise; and it will be 

seen from a perusal of the evidence that the girl Jackson acted as servant to the Matron, 

and that she evinces a very kind spirit towards those persons by whom she was so seriously 

ill-treated. 

The Board have devoted considerable attention to discover, as far as possible, the 

circumstances connected with the death of Ann Cox; and they regret to be obliged to report 

that the case appears to them to be surrounded with a great amount of mystery. They feel 

themselves justified in recording their opinion that not only was there an amount of pro-

fessional ignorance manifested by the Surgeon in reference to this case, but that there was 

also most culpable neglect on his part, as well as that of the Matron, in not more closely 

watching the cause of the disease; and, considering the delicate state of health in which Ann 

Cox was admitted to be on the arrival of the vessel, and removal of the single females there-

from to the Institution at Hyde Park Barracks, an amount of forgetfulness, as well as 

carelessness, in respect to this girl has been proved, which is in no way justified by any extent 

of confusion or excitement consequent on such removal. 

Perhaps the most lamentable part of this girl's case is the stigma which has been 

attachbd to her memory in consequence of the testimony of Dr. Macfarlane at the inquest—

that she was at the time of her death in an incipient state of pregnancy. 

In deference to the opinion expressed by so experienced a practitioner as Dr. 

Macfarlane, the Board have not thought it advisable to invite any further medical evidence 

on this point, but they think it due to the girl to record their opinion that, with the excep-

tion of a breach of the regulations committed by her in the early part of the voyage, by 

going into the apartment of the single men, there is nothing to justify the belief that she 

was other than a person of virtuous habits. And, bearing in mind the extreme watchfulness 

of the Matron in respect to communications between the single females and the male pas-

sengers or crew of the vessel, the Board can hardly believe that any opportunity for the 

commission of the offence imputed to her had existed, unless it was when she was left in her 

own apartment the day prior to her death ; and it is, therefore, in their opinion, scarcely to 

be presumed that had such an act as that referred to been then committed, sufficient traces of 

conception would have been observable to justify a distinct opinion that such had been the 

case. 
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Having now commented on all the important circumstances involved in this case, 

the Board proceed to submit the following recommendations in reference to the claims of the 
various parties implicated to payment of their gratuities, &e. 

In respect to the fulfilment of the Charter Party, the Board are of opinion that 

the owners are in no way blameable for the deficiencies which occurred in the provisions, 

medical comforts, and other stores, as they appear not only to have provided the vessel amply 

with them before she left Plymouth, but also to have sent their ship's husband to France to 

supply her with such additional stores as appeared to be requisite to make up deficiencies. 

46. The Board, therefore, beg to recommend the issue of a certificate of the fulfilment 

of the Charter Party, in the usual form, to secure the payment to the owners of the second 
moiety of the passage money. 

In respect to the gratuity which the Master of the vessel would be entitled to 

receive had his conduct been satisfactory to this Government, it appears to the Board that, 

although he has not by any direct act committed a breach of the regulations, or connived at 

the ill-conduct of his crew, he has exhibited a want of firmness and decision in the control 

of his crew and his officers which has added much to the difficulties of the voyage. The. 

Board do not, therefore, feel themselves justified in recommending that he should receive 
payment of his gratuity. 

The conduct of the Third Officer clearly disqualifies him for any claim to his 

gratuity; and be should, in their opinion, be reported to the Commissioners as a person 
who ought not again to be employed in the service. 

Of the Chief Officer, Mr. Dray, the Board are glad to be able to speak most 

favorably. He was, it would appear, severely injured during the gale, from the effects of 

which it was evident he was suffering whilst under examination by the Board; to whom his 

conduct, in his continued exertions to perform his duty and prevent intimacies between the 

sailors and the females, appears most creditable. By the good example he set, and authority 

he exercised during his watch, a bad feeling was engendered by the crew towards him; and 

he therefore stood almost alone as the preserver of order amongst the Officers. The Board 

have, therefore, much pleasure in recommending that he should receive payment of his 
gratuity. 

It is much to be regretted that a person possessed of the experience which 

Dr. Rowland undoubtedly obtained in the service, should have allowed himself to have been 

the originator of such a series of cruelties towards persons placed under his protection as this 
investigation discloses. 

It is clear that, although he may have had much to contend with in the manage-

ment of the Emigrants, when unsupported by the Officers of a vessel manned by a mutinous 

crew, nothing has transpired to justify the course he adopted, in enforcirg obedience by a 

system of imprisonment and accompanying cruelty, which appears to have been inflicted on 

some of the best conducted girls, and in no instance on those who were discovered in the 

forecastle, or in the commission of other acts of serious impropriety. 

Although not forgetful of his previous good qualities, in the discharge of his 

duties as Surgeon-Superintendent, the Board have no hesitation in arriving at the conlusion 

that his conduct on this occasion leaves them no other course than to recommend that, in 

addition to any prosecution to which he may have laid himself open, he should be deprived 

of his gratuity, of his allowance of his return passage to England, and be reported to the 

Commissioners as a person who should not be employed again in their service. 

Of the Matron's conduct, and her participation in the course pursued by the 

Surgeon, the Board now proceed to submit their opinion; and they regret that they cannot, 

after a careful consideration of her case, acquit her of blame.. She, probably, may have erred 

from a wish not to interfere with the Surgeon's authority; but she has not identified herself 

with any remonstrance, however simple, which would tend to prove that the course of punish-

ment adopted by the Surgeon did not meet with her approval. Miss Chase had doubtless 

an important and onerous duty to perform; and, feeling the extent of her responsibility, and 

the danger that some of the girls were exposed to, she properly adopted a system of discipline 

for the prevention of irregularities; and had this discipline been unattended with the severe 

tasks imposed on the girls, or had these tasks been imposed after a careful consideration of 

the circumstances connected with the cases to which they referred, her conduct would have 

been 
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been irreproachable; but it is evident to the Board, that too great severity was exercised by 

her in some cases, and a degree of partiality exhibited in others, which resulted in the 

formation of jealousies and bad feelings, on the part of several of the girls, towards herself. 

Although not unmindful of the good example set by her to the females under her 

charge, and the anxiety she evinced in.providing for their comfort, and for their moral and 

religious instruction, without reference to creed, the Board feel that they cannot, after what 

has occurred, recommend her for future employment; but they conider themselves justified 

in recommending that she should receive payment of her gratuity, and be allowed the means 

of reaching England to join her friends. 

In reference to the minor officers, who acted in the capacity of schoolmaster, con-

stables, &c., the Board are of opinion that, bearing in mind the fact of their being almost all 

married men, and that they have only now come forward with their testimony, in consequence 

of their own characters being assailed, they ought to be deprived of their gratuities for making 

deliberate false statements, in withholding the information in their possession in respect to 

the arbitrary conduct of the Surgeon Superintendent 

In concluding this Report, the Board desire to state that, after they communi-

cated to the Surgeon that they had recommended to the Government that he should be 

prosecuted criminally for the assault committed by him on the girls Loughborough and 

Jackson, he never again appeared before them, and, it is presuned, therefore, that he has 

absconded, to evade the penalty for his offence. Of this circumstance the Board cannot but 

express their regret, as the course they adopted may be naturally urged to have afforded the 

Surgeon the opportunity for his escape; but feeling, as they did, that not only was the future 

welfare of the Immigrants by this vessel, but also the interests of the Colony, they deem it 

unadvisable to delay this inquiry, as little or none of the information which they have 

obtained could have been taken at a trial for the assault,—to the circumstances connected 

with which the evidence would necessarily have been confined,—and so the case would have 

been still left in the same unsatisfactory state as that which resulted from the inquiry at the 

inquest on the death of Ann Cox. 

H. H. BROWNE. 

GOTHER K. MANN. 

IIAYNES GIBBES ALLEYNE. 

Government Immigration Office, 
Sydney, 12 April, 1858. 
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1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

Proportion accord-
ing to population 

921 
1858. 

rgi1atte øtmbIp. 
EW SOUTH WALES. 

IMMIGRATION. 
(FROM 1851 TO 1856 INCLUSIVE.) 

Ordered by the Legslative Assembly to be Pin1ed, 28 May, 188. 

RETURN shewing the number of IMMIGRANTS who arrived in the Oolony-of New Sout 
Wales during the several years from 181 to 1856 inelusvc, and the proportion 
which they were selected from each division of the United Kingdom. 

MALE AND FEMALE IMMIGRANTS. 

YEAR. ENGLAND. IRELAN). SCOTLAND. ToTAL. 

1851 632 1,597 133 2,362 

1852 1,936 2,417 619 4,972 

1853 5,590 3,566 1,059 10,215 

1854 3,027 3,199 993 7,219 

1855 7,392 5,157 1,785 14,834 

1856 3,564 2,934 595 7,093 

22,141 18,810 5,184 46,19 
Proportion accord-i 

ing to population J 30,8340 . 11,003 4,85 

Defleit. 
8,199 

Excess. 
7,867 

Excess. 
314 46,195 

FEMALE IMMI.GRANTS ONLY. 

ENGLAND. IRELAND. SCOTLAJD. TOTAL. 

60 427 82 519 

197 083 125 1,005 

764 1,658 165 2,587 

217 1,187 124 1,528 

603 2,006 145 2754 

518 907 

6,868 

109 1,534 

2,359 700 9,927 

6,520 2,364 1,042 

Deficit. Excess. Deficit. 
4,161 4,504 342 

Government Immigration Office, 
Sydney, 5 May, 1858. fl. IL BROWNEL 

222-. 
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LtgtøIattit Roambiv. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

UNASSISTED & ASSISTED GOVERN1ENT HULIGRATION, SINCE I84. 
(RETURN RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legielative Assembly to be Printed, 23 September, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 
New South Wales, dated 8 June, 1858, praying that His Excellency 
the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be laid upon the 

Table of this House,— 
"A Return shewing the number of Immigrants introduced into 
"this Colony, by Government, in each year, under the Unas-
" sisted and Assisted Systems of Immigration respectively, from 
"England, Ireland, and Scotland, severally, from the commence-
"ment of the year 1842 to the date of the Return." 

(Mr. .Denieliy.) 
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RETURN shewing the Nber of Immigrants introduced entirely at the Government Expense, and of those whose passages have been partially provided for by Remittances from their friends in 

this Colony, during the period from Ist January, 1842, to 31st August, 1858. 

YEAR. 
ORDINARY GOVERNMENT IMMIGRANTS. 

English. Irish. Scotch. I Total. 

1842 11519 3,218 334 5,071 1843 

1844 1,238 1,340 148 2,726 1845 208 281 8 49 1846 

1847 
1848 2,500 1,084 659 4,243 
1849 4,572 2,378 973 7,923 
1850 724 3,255 91 4,070 1851 632 1,597 133 2,362 
1852 1,930 2,409 619 4,958 1853 5,536 3,135 11021 9,692 
1854 2,739 1,938 885 5,562 1855 6,985 3,856 1,635 12,476 1856 3,194 1,653 463 5,310 
1857 

To 31st August 
6,751 872 868 8,491 

1858 1,801 251 143 2,195 

GEEAL  TOTAL.! 40,329 27,267 7,980 1 75,576 

Government Immçjraton Office, 

Sydney, 20th September, 1858. 

ASSISTED OR REMIPTANCE IMMIGRANTS. 

English. Irish. Scotch. I 

1,519  

1,238  

208  

2,500  

4,572  

724  

6 

632  

54 431 38 
14 1,936 

288 1,261 108 
523 

1,657 
5,590 

407 1,301 150 1,858 
3,027 

7,392 370 1,281 132 1,783 3,564 389 1,195 101 1,685 7,140 
728 1,534 110 2,372 2,529 

2,242 7,011 639 91892 42,571 

TOTAL. 
GRAND TOTAL. 

Irish. Scotch. United Kingdom. 

3,218 334 5,071 

1,340 148 2,726 
281 8 497 

1,084 659 4,243 
2,378 973 7,923 
3,255 91 4,070 
1,597 133 2,362 
2,417 619 4,972 
3,566 1,059 10,215 
31199 993 7,219 
5,157 1,785 14,334 
2,934 595 7,093 
2,067 969 10,176 

1,785 253 4,567 

34,269 81619 85,468 

H. H. BROW.NE, 

Agent for Immigrcetion. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

DISPATCII OF UU11GRANTS TO COUNTRY DISTRICTS1 
(CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 9 November, 1858. 

THE AGENT FOR IMMIGRATION to THE PRINCIPAL UNDER SECRETARY. 

Government Immigration Office, 

Sydney, 3 November, 1858. 

SIR, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th 

August ultimo, drawing my attention to the resolution passed by the Legislative Assembly 

on the 20th July, recommending that immigrants should be forwarded to the Country 

Districts, and requesting me to report what steps I would recommend should be taken (if 

any) to carry into effect the expressed wish of the Assembly. 

In reply thereto, I have now the honor to state, that having considered it desirable 

before reporting on the subject to place myself in communication with the three principal 

Police Magistrates to the north, south, and west, I am now enabled to submit the replies I 

have received from those officers. 

The depots at Maitland and Bathurst not having been discontinued many years, the 

buildings before occupied might still be made available without much expense. At Goulburn, 

however, there is no building available, neither does it appear that there is any present 

demand for labor. 

Under all the circumstances, I do not consider that it is necessary at present to open 

any of the DepOts; but I would recommend that the sum of £500 be placed on the 

Estimates for 1859, with a view of forwarding to the Country Districts such persons as may 

from time to time be most in demand, and for whom there may not be, on the arrival of a 

vessel, an immediate opportunity for obtaining employment. 

I have, &c., 

THE PRINCIPAL 
H. H. BROWNE, 

UNDER SECRETARY, 
Agent for Immigration. 

This Report has been delayed, in consequence of no reply having been received from 

the Police Magistrate, Goulburn, until 1st instant. 

577— 
[Enclosure 
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DISPATCH OF IMMIGRANTS TO COUNTRY DISTRICTS. 

[Enclosure No. 1.] 
Police Office, Bathurst, 

9 September, 1858. 
Sir, 

I do myself the honor to inform you, that having laid your letter of the 30th 
ultimo—on the subject of the demand for labor in this district, and the cost likely to be 
incurred before the engagement of immigrants who might be forwarded hither from Sydney—
before the Bench of Magistrates at a special general meeting, it is their opinion that almost 
every description of labor likely to be available in a country district would meet with ready 
employment here. 

The only expenses which I am aware would be likely to be necessarily incurred would 
be those of transit hither, and the rations of the immigrants until they might be hired, as 
the Immigrants' Quarters here might very readily be rendered available for use without 
(unless a very trifling) expenditure. 

I have, &c., 

The Agent for Immigration, W. HALL PALMER, 
Sydney. P. M. 

[Enclosure No. 2.] 
Court House, Maitlanc?, 

Sir, 
20 September, 1858. 

In reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, I beg to state that accommodation 
for from forty to fifty immigrants, or families containing about that number of individuals, 
is ready here in the old stockade without any expense beyond a few panes of glass or so; but 
cooking utensils and bedding, to some extent, if the immigrants cannot bring their own 
bedding with them from the ship, would be required. 

The expense of rationing these people here would, I presume, be the same as in 
Sydney, or nearly so; but, probably, the eartage of their luggage would be a little higher 
than in Sydney, as the distance is somewhat greater. 

The wages of the matron, the general superintendence, the issuing of rations, and 
filling up of agreements were all provided for by the Police Magistrate, who was allowed 
for these purposes £100 a-year.. This arrangement, I presume, would be still desirable, and 
would also, I consider, be beneficial to the Government. 

By keeping constantly here the number of immigrants I have named, and by giving 
the superintendent power to discharge from the depot any person who refused to accept 
reasonable wages, I consider that a very large number of immigrants would be required, and 
the Government would be relieved from a very heavy expense. 

But I beg to add, that it would be most desirable that the immigrants should be sent 
direct from their ships. 

- I have &c., 

The Agent for Immigration, EDWARD D. DAY, J. P. 
Sydney. Police Magistrate. 

[Enclosure No. 3.] 

Police Office, Goulburn, 
28 October, 1858. 

Sir, 
In reply to your letter of the 30th August last, requesting information as to the 

probable expense that would be incurred before immigrants forwarded to this district could 
be disposed of, and as to the probability that exists therein for the employment of agricultural 
laborers and their families, I have the honor to inform you that, after due consideration, and 
having made all necessary inquiries, I am of opinion that the opening of an Immigration 
DepOt at Goulburn would entail an expense of at least from £300 to £400 per annum; and 
I would further state, that at present there does not appear to be a demand for labor of any 
kind in this district. 

I have, &c., 

The Agent for Immigration, H. ZOUCH, J..P., 
Sydney. Acting Police Magistrate. 
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NEW SOTJTII WALES. 

E\iIGRKfION FROM ENGLAND. 
(BRISTOL A PORT OF EIBARKATION FOR EIIGRANTS.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, U May, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of the Colony of New South Wales. 

The humble Petition of the Bristol (England) Chamber of Commerce,— 

SUEwETII :- 

That your Petitioners have learnt that a measure is under the consideration 

of your Honorable Council, the object of which is to vest the management of the Emigration 

carried on with the funds derived from your Colony in the hands of officials appointed by, 

and responsiblo to, the Colonial authorities, instead of allowing those funds to be under, the 

control of the Commissioners appointed by the Home Government. 

Your Petitioners beg leave most respectfully to direct the attention of your Honor-

able Council to the eligibility of the Port of Bristol as one of the ports of departure for 

Emigrants dispatched from the Mother Country, at the expense of your Colony. 

Bristol is situate in the midst of a larget population of agriculturists, artizans,.and 

miners, which are the classes best adapted for Emigration, and .the district for which it is 

the natural port of arrival and departure for ships engaged in the Colonial and Foreign trade, 

comprises a considerable part of the Midland and South Western counties (including .Bir 

mingham), also Monmouthshire and South Wales, and embraces a population of between 
3,000,000 and 4,000,000, eomprising_ 

Gloucester, which has a population of... ... ... ... 458,805 
Worcester. ,, ,, ... ... ... ... 276,926 
Hereford  ... ... ... ... 115,489 
Monmouth  .. ... ... ... 157,418 
Radnor  ... ... ... .. 24,716 
Brecknock  ... ... ... ... 61,474 
Carmarthen  ... ... ... ... 110,632 
Glamorgan  ... ... ... ... 231,849 
Pembroke  ... ... .. ... 94,140 
The greater part of Somersetahire, which has a population of 443,916 
And of Wilts ... ... ... ... ... ... . . 254,251 

And for some portion of the following counties, Bristol would 
fairly compete with Liverpool— 

Salop, which has a population of ... ... ... ... 229,341 
Stafford   ... ... ... ... 608,716 

And for the following, with London— 

Berks, which has a population of ... ... ... ... 170,065 
Warwick   ... ... ... ... 475,013 
Oxford   ... ... ... ... 170,439 

Being a total of .. ... ... .. 3,883,190 

167— That 
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That the Port of Bristol is convenient and easy of access and egress, and is now one 

of the cheapest ports in the United Kingdom. There are no outward local charges for dock 

or town purposes at it, either on ships or goods. 

That it is also so large a market for goods of all kinds that Emigrants can supply 

themselves on the spot, immediately before departure, with every thing they require, which 

saves them the risk and cost of carriage, and an earlier outlay of their capital. 

That, since the reduction in its port charges, the trade of Bristol has greatly increased. 

A regular line of first class vessels for passengers, both outward and homeward, is now 

established, by the eminent firm of Messrs. Mileses and Kington, between Bristol and 

Australia, besides transient ships, and a considerable amount of Emigration from Bristol to 

North America is also carried on ; but your Petitioners complain that the main stream of 

Emigration from their district is diverted from its natural channel, to the great inconvenience 

and heavy additional expense of the Assisted Emigrants, by the non-appointment of Bristol 

as one of the Emigration Ports. 

That, in confirmation of the statement that the neighbourhood of Bristol abounds 

with a population the best adapted for Emigration, your Petitioners would refer to the 

Report of the Colonial Laud and Emigration Commissioners, dated the 13th January, 1855, 

in which they state that "the proportion of Emigrants drawn from the Counties of Gloucester, 

Herefurd, Somerset, and Wilts, during the seven years, from 1846 to 1852 inclusive, was 

nearly double the proportion of the populatien of those Counties to the whole population 

of England and Wales." 

That your Petitioners have repeatedly brought under the notice of.the Colonial Office 

these and other facts; but hitherto their request for the appointment of Bristol as a Govern-

ment Depot and port of departure for Emigrants has been refused, on various pretexts, to 

which your Petitioners have replied on the last occasion of their appealing before the 

Colonial AuthoHtics, viz., on the 5th of August last, as follows 

That, with regard to the objections raised in that Report to the appointment of 

" Bristol as an Emigration Port, the deputation would state, that, in making a comparison 

" between Bristol, London, and Liverpool, as regards the number of ships of large tonnage 

trading with them, the Emigration Commissioners omitted all reference to the neighbouring 

ports of Newport, Cardiff, and Swansea. 

" That it appears from the Custom House Returns of those ports, and of the Port of 

" Bri$ol, the aggregate number of ships of 400 tons and upwards which sailed from those 

" four ports in the Bristol Channel in the year 1852-3, was 952, and of vessels over 800 

tons, 129. - 

That, with reference to the question of the willingness of shipowners and ship-

" brokers to charter ships from the Port of Bristol, the deputation would advert to the 

" declaration which was signed by fifty-four ship-owners and ship-brokers, and transmitted 

" to the Colonial Office in May, 1854,—to the effect that they would pledge themselves that 

" if Bristol was named for the purpose of Emigration by the Colonial authorities, ships 

" could be chartered from it, on equal if not better terms than from any other Emigration 

" Port. 

That with regard to a Home for the Emigrants, the deputation would undertake 

" to say it should be provided. 

"And, with regard to the view which the late Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 

(Mr. Peel) took of the proper expenditure of the fund furnished for the purpose of assisting 

Emigration, the deputation would respectfully submit, that the object should be, the dispatch 

of the greatest possible number of persons acceptable and useful to the Colonists which that 

" fund will permit, and not its distribution in equitable relief of pauperism in England. 

" Mr. Peel seemed to apprehend, that if the assisted Emigrants were allowed to select Bristol 

as their port of departure, too large a proportion of the population of. the district would 

" emigrate from it, which is not a fair objection to the eligibility of the port; neither is it 

" fair to throw it out as a reflection on its advantages or safety, as the Commissioners in their 

Report do,—that after the Emigrants whose passage is paid by the Commissioners have 

" been drained off to other ports, only a comparatively small number of persons emigrate 

" from Bristol. It is the poorer classes who constitute the bulk of the Emigrants." 

Your 
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Your Petitioners would also, in confirmation of their statements, refer to the following 

remarks relating to their last application to the Colonial Secretary, extracted from the 
Shipping Gazelle of the 17th August last, and which must be considered a competent and 
impartial authority 

A deputation from Bristol has waited upon Mr. Labouchere, on the subject of the 

" claims of Bristol to be made a Government Depot and port of departure for Emigrants. 

We have examined carefully the statements of the deputation, and the replies of the 

Celonial Secretary; and we do not hesitate to say, that neither the Colonial Secretary 

" nor the Emigration Commissioners have opposed anything in the shape of argument 
CC 
 worth five minutes' consideration to the fair demands of the deputation. To us it 

has always appeared that Bristol is by its position peculiarly adapted for an Emigration 

Port. It is situated in the centre of a vast population of agrieulturists, miners, and 

" artizans, and these it is obvious are the classes most inclined to emigrate, and most 

needed in the Colonies and in other countries. Bristol, in fact, is the natural port of 

" fourteen or fifteen counties, with a population of three and a half millions; and we have it 

" upon the authority of the Emigration Commissioners themselves that the four adjoining 

" counties of Gloucester, Hereford, Somerset., and Wilts, furnished in the seven years from 

1846 to 1852 inclusive, nearly double the proportion of Emigrants, according to the popu- 

lation, of the whole of England and Wales put together. But Bristol has other claims as a 

port of departure for Emigrants—it is easy of ingress and of egress. The channel at the 

" head of which it is situated opens, we may say, right into the Atlantic; there are no port 

charges outward for dock or town purposes ; and the market for those articles required by 

"intending Emigrants is extensive and well supplied. A line of first-class passenger ships 

" had been recently established between Bristol and Australia, bOidcs the emigration between 

Bristol and North Aerica, which is constantly increasing. The ship-owners of Bristol 

complain justly, therefore, that the main stream of Emigration from their district is 

" divertedfrom its natural channel, to the great inconvenience and heavy additional expense 

" of the assisted Emigrants, by the non-appointment of Bristol as one of the Government 
41  Emigration Ports. 

With these admitted facts in favour of making Bristol an Emigration Port, one 

" would suppose that the Government would be prepared with some very strong reasons for 

" their persistent refusal to recognise them. Mr. Labouchere heard the deputation out, and 

' found nothing to oppose to the arguments adduced, except some commonplaces about 

" economy, and about the great difficulties in the way. If the difficulties are so great, Mr. 

"Labouchere could surely have named them, and we have no doubt the Colonial Secretary 

would have done so if they really existed; hence he found it necessary to put forward 

" Mr. Murdoch, in order to give, if possible, on the part of the Emigration Commissioners, 

" what the head of the Colonial Office was unable to give, namely, a sufficient reason for 

" the continued rejection of the claims of Bristol as an Emigration Port. Mr. 

Murdoch did not, at all events, improve matters. That gentleman's reasoning amounts 

" to this,—that because the tonnage in London and Liverp000l is greater than in Bristol, 

Bristol could not possibly supply ships for Emigration purposes as cheaply as the two 

" former ports, and that the effect of establishing an Emigrants' Home at Bristol would 

" be to raise the prices at the depOts of Liverpool, Plymouth, and Southampton. This 

" sort of logic may do for the Emigration Commissioners, or even for the Colonial Office, 

" but it will not go down with any rational and well-informed man, and we venture to say 

"it will not impose upon our ship-owners anywhere. Mr. Murdoch knows, or be ought to 
41  know, that in comparing the tonnage of Bristol available for the transport of Emigrants 

with that of London or Liverpool, the tonnage of Icwport, Cardiff, and Swansea, should 
" have been included

'
and for this reason that a class of vessels resort to the latter port for 

" coal and iron, which would assuredly go ip to Bristol for Emigrants if the opportunity 

for obtaining a cargo were afforded, a contingency which seems to be fully guaraateed by the 

" declaration of ship-owners and ship-brokers, transmitted to the Colonial Office three years 

" since, and referred to by the deputation. As to Mr. Murdoch's notion, that the establishment 

of an Emigrants' Home at Bristol would raise the tariff at Liverpool and elsewere, we have 

" only to say that be appears to hold an opinion at variance, not only with the first principles 

of economic science, but with all experience Perhaps, however, Mr. Murdoch made as good 

a ease as the materials admit of. The truth is, the Government have nothing to say 

against 
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against the very reasonable demand of the Bristol deputation, and therefore their continued 

" opposition is what the lawyers call frivolous and vexatious. Bristol is every way better 

qualified for an Emigration Port than the three ports at present sanctioned by the 

Government. The navigation by which it is approached is more open; its proximity to 

those districts which supply the best class of Emigrants is greater; no difficulty would be 

experienced in providing a sufficient supply of tonnage, for no ship owner would object to 

send his ship to so good a port on so good an errand; and, lastly, the Australian Colonists 

have long looked to Bristol, and the counties of which it is the natural outlet, for a supply 

" of skilled and other labor, such as they require. If the Government refuse to listen to 

" rational representations on the subject, these Colonists have expressed a determination to 

" take the matter into their own hands." 

On the occasion to which the above remarks refer, the deputation from Bristol had 

the honor of being accompanied by several gentlemen, Members of the General Association 

for the Australian Colonies, viz.: Mr. Edward Stephens, Member of the Colonial Legislature, 

South Australia, Dr. Pugh, of Tasmania, and Mr. Youl, honorary Secretary to the Association, 

who confirmed very strongly the representations of the deputation from Bristol, and expressed 

very decided opinions in favor of the appointment prayed for, and they also stated that many 

other gentlemen, inflntial1y connected with the Australian Colonies, held the same opinion 

on the subject, and would have been present on the occasion, had a more lengthened notice 

been given. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Honorable Council, taking the 

premises into your favorable consideration, will be pleased to include the Port of Bristol as 

one of the ports of departure for Emigrants, in any arrangements which you may make for 

the better administration of the colonial funds appropriated to Emigration purposes. 

Signed on behalf of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce. 

MARK WHITWILL, 

Chairman. 

WILLIAM TERRELL, 

Bristol, 11 2Tovember, 1857. Vice-Chairman. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

GERMAN EMJGRATION.1 
(PETITION FROM RESIDENTS OF SYDNEY.) 

Ordtred by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 23 April, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, now in Sydney assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned German residents in Sydney and 

environs,— 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SREwETU :- 
1. That during the last three years the Emigration of the German population 

is greatly increasing; the Emigrants—for the most part practical vine dressers and agricul-
turists—being engaged to squatters and land proprietors of the largest extent. 

That nearly all such German Emigrants are sent over by ship-owners, charterers, 
or agents, who provide their passage; that is to say—import them in the view to get their 
passage money repaid by the employers who hire them, and obtain payment thereof by an 

advance on account of wages. 
That the agents, charterers, ship-owners, or assigns, treat such Emigrants only as 

"Live Stock," out of which their only object is to make as much money as possible; in con-
sequence whereof the Emigrant vessels are commonly overcrowded with passengers,—iio 
separation of the sexes being made, the provisions sometimes damaged and very bad, and 
particularly deficient in quantity, and frequently only half allowances are distributed to the 
Emigrants which they are entitled to have according to the agreement made on shore between 
the ship-owner, charterer, or agent of the vessel on the one part, and the Emigrant on the 

other part. 
That in many of the German ports there is no sufficient superintendence of 

the Emigration vessels, nor inquiry made whether they are sufficiently provided according to 
the number of the passengers, and that very often Emigrants are conveyed by a steamer to 
the Emigration vessel after the same has left the harbour. 

That when arrived in the Colony, such Emigrants who have relations in Sydney 
are not allowed to go on shore, but very often are either sent to Moreton Bay, or anywhere 
else, as shepherds, &c., instead of giving them an opportunity to try to find for themselves 
employers, or get the passage money from their relations; and also that lately, just on the 
contrary, such Emigrants who had made agreements with the agents to work two years at 
their trade have been refused permission to remain either on board the vessel, or to get 
board and lodging for themselves, unless they will go as shepherds, instead of working in 

their trades, as per agreement 
That none of such Emigrants on their arrival can talk English, therefore it is 

impossible for them to make complainta to Government Emigration authorities who come on 

board the vessel. 
 117—  
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That, particularly in the last two years, many complaints have been made by the 

Emigrants as to the scanty nature of the provisions, as well as to the indecency produced by 

non-separation of the sexes, and of ill-treatment on the part of the Captain and the crew. 

That, although many Emigrants who are encouraged here by the prospect of 

high wages, as mechanics, stonemasons, &c., as represented to them by the public Colonial 

newspapers, yet find on arrival that no employer will make them any advance on account of 

wages for payment of passage money. Many, if not all of the skilled artisans, are compelled 

to sign agreements with Squatters and large landowners as shepherds and labourers only— 

the squatters and rich landowners being in fact the only persons who make an advance of 
the wages in payment of the passage money. 

That your Petitioners are confident that if proper regulations should be made, a 

very large increase of emigration of respectable industrious individuals would arrive, who are 

now deterred from embarking in the present ill-regulated state the vessels now arrive. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, most humbly and respectfully pray that your honorable 

House may be pleased to pass an Act that all the German Emigration vessels coming to 

New South Wales shall be under the same, or, as far as possible or practicable, similar 

Rules, Regulations, and superintendence as the British Emigration vessels now arc; and 

that a Committee, consisting of four disinterested respectable Germans, (to be appointed 

either by the Government or elected by the German population), may be empowered to go 

with the Government authorities on board of every German Emigrant vessel, in order to 

inquire whether there exist reasonable complaints, and to report the same to the Government 
authorities. 

That every Emigration vessel, or the Captain, or the owner thereof, may be fined in 

ease the said vessel has no partition in order to separate the sexes, and that a Matron has 

superintendence of the female department, and only the Physician be allowed to enter the 
same. 

That on every Emigration vessel a legally qualified Physician (not a barber, as now 

in most eases,) shall be engaged, and that the same, together with the Matron, should have 

superintendence over the Emigrants during the passage, in the same manner as it is on boara 
British Emigration vessels. 

That the vessel Captain or owners shall be punished or fined in case of any breach 
of such Regulations. 

That such Emigrants who have not made a specified agreement in Germany may have 

the option to try and find out (within a reasonable time after their arrival in port) an 
employer who is willing to pay or give security for the passage money. 

That no Agent, ship-owner, or charterer, or any person, can compel any Emigrant to 

enter an engagement of any other nature otherwise than that made in Germany; that is to 
say, 

that cannot compel him to turn shepherding when be was engaged as a tradesman. 

That your Petitioners may have such other relief as to your Honorable House seems fit. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

[Here follow 177 &qnaturcs-] 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

IRISH FEMALE IMMIGRATION. 
(PETITION FROM CELTIC ASSOCIATION.) 

Ordered by the Legzslative Assembly to be P,inted, 19 May, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Citizens of Sydney and Members of the Australian 
Celtic Association,— 

RESPECTFULLY SUEWETH 

That the Immigration Agent has, in the opinion of your Petitioners, mis-
represented Irish Female Immigrants " as being-most unsuithble to the requirements of the 

Colony, and at the same time distasteful to the majority of the people." 

That be has thereby misinformed His Excellency the Governor General, and thus 
attempted to over-rule the instructions sent by this Government to the Emigration Com 
missioners at home, " to apportion the Emigration from the different divisions of the Unit-ed 
11  Kingdom to the population of each." 

That, to your Petitioners' apprehension, the Legislature is alone competent to 
determine the description of Emigrants, as well as their relative proportion from each 
Country to the population of the United Kingdom, that should be brought out at the 
expense of the land fund of the Colony. 

That your Petitioners humbly request that a Committee of your Honorable House 
be appointed to inquire into the conduct of H. H. Browne, Esquire, Immigration Agent, 
regarding his communications to the Colonial Secretary, marked Nos. 1 and 12, referred to 
by His Excellency the Governor General in his Despatch to Sir George Grey, dated 
Sydney, 2 March, 1855; and that the proposed Committee should also take into consideration 
what further steps ought to be taken to render the Immigration Department in Sydney 
more efficient in supplying the inhabitants of the interior with female servants than it is 
found at present to be. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 3,230 Signatures.] 

197— 



934 

11 



7 35 

1858. 

1egiø1aIte øøembI2. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

IRISH FEMALE IMMIGRATION. 
(REPORT OF BOAR.D ON IRREGULARITIES ON BOARD TIlE "LADY KENNAWAY.") 

Ordered by the Legsla1ive Assembly tobe Printed, 24 June, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of 

New South Wales, dated 2 Jirne, 1858, praying that His Excellency 

the Governor General would be.pleased to cause to be laid. upon the 

Table of this House,— 
 

Copy of a Despatch from the Emigration Commissioners, dated 

5th Febivary, 1855, having ieferene to Irish Emigration, and 

Irish Female Emigrationin particular." 

9 
. .••,. •. . 

9 7. SCHEDULE': . 9 ,., AGR. 

Meport from the 'Immigration Board,, Sydney, dated 5th Febnary, 1855, .. ........ 2 

.N.B. —There is no Despatch from the Emigration C'ommissioaers of date the 5th Fbrary, 1855. 

324— , 
'• '' .......... 
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REPORT of the Immigration Board oni the Evidence taken before them, in respect to the 
irregularities alleged to have occurred on board the Immigrant Ship "Lady Kennaway." 

The Board having met in pursuance to summons, for the purpose of considering the 
complaints madi against the Surgeon-Superintendent and Master of the Immigrant Ship 
"Lady Kennaway," by the Rev. Mr. Parker, the religious instructor on board that vessel, 
proceeded in their presence to examine Mr. Parker, and several of the female immigrants, in 
support of the charges he had brought against them. 

The Board having heard the'evidence adduced by Mr. Parker, called on the Master 
for his explanation, who, in reply, handed in a written statement, in which he denied the 
accuracy of the complaints, and introduced several of the married immigrants who had acted 
as constables on the voyage to support his case. The Surgeon preferred making a verbal 
statement, which forms a portion of the evidence attached hereto, and declined cal}irg any 
idditional evidence to that which was adduced by Captain Young. 

As in most cases of this nature which the Board are called upon to investigate, a 
considerable measure of illfeeling appeared to have been generated, and the statements of the 
witnesses are consequently very frequently highly coloured, thereby attaching a degree of 
importance to them to which they are not really entitled. 

In the particular instance under consideration, it was natural to expect that, in 
consequence of the previous connexion that had existed between the Rev. Mr. Parker and the 
female immigrants by the "Lady Kennaway," in the Union Workhouse at Cork, wherein he 
had filled the office of Chaplain for a period of four years, he should have been able to 
exercise a much greater control over these girls than had he been a perfect stranger to them 
upon receiving his appointment on board the vessel; and seeing, moreover, as they did, that 
no cordiality of feeling existed between him and the Surgeon, they very naturally supported 
their own priest, and took every opportunity of annoying the Surgeon, and showing him that 
they had no esteem for his person, or, respect for his authority. 

The Board consider this state of things to have been attributable principally to 
the conduct of the Surgeon himself, as, had he joined with Mr. Parker in the first instance 
in rigidly upholding the regulations of the Commissioners, and paid more attention than he 
did to his own conduct, the girls would never have ventured to insult him, or to refuse 
submission to his authority. 

The charge of inebriety preferred against him has been proved to the perfect 
satisfaction of the Board; his frequent indulgencies in that respect were spoken of by most 
of the witnesses called by the complainant, and also by two of those who were examined for 
the defence. It is not even distinctly denied in his own explanation to the Board. 

Under these circumstances, the Board are of opinion that the Surgeon is guilty 
f having entirely neglected his duty, and that, moreover, he is not free from blame in regard 

to his treatment of the two girls who died of consumption. They are further of opinion, that 
for whatever irregularities which may have occurred on board he is chiefly answerable, 
and that he is therefore evidently a very unfit man to be again employed in the service of the 
Commissioners. They consider that he has, by his neglectful conduct, disentitled himself to 

:any claim for his gratuity; but they recommend that, in consideration of the helpless position 
in which he would be placed in a strange land, if left wholly without means, that one-half 
only should be forfeited. 

The charge made against Captain Young of taking liberties with the single females, 
by pulling off their blankets while in bed, the Board do not consider to be proved; neither do 
they feel that he in any way countenanced the intimacy that took place between his son (the 
chief officer) and the matron. The Board feel that in consequence of the want of manage. 
nent on the part of the Surgeon, many of the girls remained in their beds until a late hour 

,or the day, and that the disagreeable duty of turning them on deck—which was absolutely 
requisite to promote health—devolved upon the Captain, so that thereby a bad feeling was 
created amongst the girls towards him. 
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The charge of intimacy on the part of the first and second mates with the matron 

and sub-matron is, to a certain extent, proved; but the Board do not consider, nor does any 

supposition exist in Mr. Parker's mind, that it was of an improper nature. It appears also 

that when the subject was brought under Captain Young's notice, he immediately remon-

strated with his son; and there is no evidence to show that the intimacy was again renewed. 

The bad example, however, set by a person in Mr. Young's position, the Board consider should 

not be overlooked; and they are therefore of opinion that he ought to be deprived of his 

gratuity. 

The Board also consider that the second officer ought to be reprimanded and 

cautioned as to his future conduct when holding an official appointment on board an Emigrant 

Ship. 

Great importance has been attached by Mr. Parker to a scene that occurred on 

the 27th November last, upon which occasion he states that the girls were afrpid to go below at 

their usual time, in consequence of some apprehension that an attack on the part of the crew 

was contemplated upon him. It appears to the Board that the alarm was quite unfounded, 

and that the arming of Mr. Parker and one of the emigrants was a foolish step, and one the 

necessity of which could not have existed had any unanimity of feeling existed between Mr. 

Parker and his flock, and the other authorities of the vessel. 

In conclusion, the Board would observe that the manner in which some of the 

single females conducted themselves towards the Surgeon and the Captain was highly repre-

hensible; and that although Mr. Parker selected such as he considered at the time to be the 

best of those who were inmates of the Workhouse, he had reason to alter his opinion respect-

ing several of them before the termination of the voyage. 

Orphan Immigration having been so distasteful to the inhabitants of this Colony, 

the Board did not contemplate the arrival of any fresh drafts of that class of immigrants. 

This feeling against them still exists; and the Board feel that they should ill perform their 

duty were they not to bring this fact pointedly under the notice of His Excellency the 

Governor General, with a recommendation that instructions be given to the Commissioners 

not to continue this description of emigration, it being most unsuitable to the requirements 

of the Colony, and at the same time distasteful to the majority of the people. 

H. H. BROWNE 

GOTEIE1t K. MANN. 

HAYNES GIBBES ALLEYNE. 
Immigration Office, Sydney, 

51A February, 1855. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

CHINESE IMMIGRATION BILL. 
(PETITION FROM J. SMITH, SYDNEY.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 28 may, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned, John Smith, of Sydney, Merchant,— 

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETIT :— 

That by a Bill to regulate Chinese Immigration now before your Honorable [louse, 

it is provided that the Owners, Charterers, or Masters of Ships shall become liable to certain 

penalties in the event of any infringement by them of certain clauses therein, and that the 

Act shall come into operation immediately after the passing thereof. 

That your Petitioner is the Agent of Merchants and others in China, who are Owners 

and Charterers of Vessels which have sailed for Sydney, and from whom advices have been 

received that a number of Chinese immigrants are on board. 

That, by the agreements entered into with such immigrants, the Owners, Charterers, 

or Masters of the several Vessels are bound to land them in this Colony free from all 

expense. 

That, should the said Bill become law, and the Act come into operation immediately 

after the passing thereof, total ruin would ensue, not only to the Owners or Charterers of the 

Vessels consigned to your Petitioner's house, but also, in all probability, to the Owners or 

Charterers of all Vessels which may have sailed from China for this Port before notice of 

such Act shall be received by them. 

Your Petitioner, thereforu, humbly prays your Honorable House that a reasonable 

time may be allowed to elapse before the said Act shall come into operation after the passing 

thereof, and that your Petitioner may be heard, by his Counsel, at the Bar of your Honorable 

House, against the last clause of the said Bill. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

JOHN SMITH. 

228— 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

CHINESE IMMiGRATION BILL. 
(MESSRS. MERRILL & LEAVITT, MEROHANTS, SYDNEY.) 

Oidered by the Legislative Assembly to be Pjinted, 1 June, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 

The Petition of Robert Dodge Merrill and Thomas Roger Leavitt, Merchants, of and residing 
in Sydney, and trading under the name and firm of ' Merrill & Leavitt,"— 

HIJMJ3LY SinwETn :- 

That your Petitioners respectfully represent to your Honorable House that 
the immediate operation of the " Chinese Immigration Bill" will be unjust to them as 
Agents and Consignees of ships already freighted and on their passage from ports in China 
to Sydney. 

That unless reasonable time after passing such Bill should be allowed, before its 
enforcement, for communication to be made to our correspondents in China of such Act on 
part of the Government of New South Wales, serious injury will accrue to us and our frincis 
in China in default of such information. 

The immediate enforcement of any Act like that of the Chinese Immigration Bill, 
unless in case of extreme emergency, which does not exist, would be arbitrary in itself, and 
unjust to the representatives of constituents who have embarked largely in Chinese 
Emigration. 

Therefore we, your Petitioners, do humbly pray that your Honorable House will not 
permit the Bill referred to, to pass the House without such amendments or modifications ns 
will meet the injury that the immediate operation of the Bill would cause. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

R. D. MERRILL. 
THOS. R. LEAVITT. 

II 

238— 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 
(PETITION FROM CITIZENS OF SYDNEY.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 24 June, 1858. 

Unto the Hon orb1e the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the undersigned Citizens in the City of Sydney,— 

HUMBLY SHEWETH,- 
That Petitioners view with feelings of anxiety and concern the immigration 

into this country of such large numbers of the Chinese people as have within the last few 
months landed upon our shores. 

That your Petitioners are deeply convinced that such immigration imperatively 
demands the earnest and immediate attention of the Legislature, with the view of either 
entirely prohibiting, or at all events duly regulating, the introduction of the Chinese into 
this country. 

That, without presuming to dictate to your Honorable house, your Petitioners 
conceive that the adoption of a law in New South Wales similar to that which already 
exists in the sister Colony of Victoria, and imposing a poll-tax of £10 on the Chinese, would 
have the desired effect of so far limiting the immigration in question as to remove all present 
ground of apprehension for the public welfare. 

Your Petitioners therefore pray your Honorable I-louse would be pleased to take the 
premises into your early and favorable consideration. 

And, as in duty bound, your Petitioners will ever pray. 

[Here follow 2,409 Signatures] 

325— 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 
(MINERS AT MEROO GOLD FIELDS.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 2 July, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of W. S. Willmott, Chairman of a Public Meeting of 
Miners at the Meroo,— 

RESPxCTFULLY SHEWETU :— 
That we, the undersigned, Miners on the Meroo Gold Fields, in the vicinity of 

Long Creek, humbly beg to call the attention of your Honorable House to the evils resulting 
from the large number of Chinese- who are now stripping these Gold Fields of their wealth, 
to the injury of the Coloiiists; and to the consequent necessity of speedy legislation to pre-
vent the Chinese from working on the Gold Fields, by refusing to grant them Miners' Rights, 
for the following reasons, namely :- 

1st. That the Chinese in vast numbers, increasing by frequent arrivals, are taking from 
these fields the gold which would furnish a livelihood to the Colonists for many years to come. 

2nd. That the Chinese export their gold to China, to the manifest injury not only of 
this Colony, but of all other countries from which we derive the articles necessary for 
our use. 

3rd. That, in case these evils be permitted to continue much longer, serious hostile 
collisions betwen the Chinese and the Colonists will certainly take place, the awful conse-
quences of which no one can foresee, and as to the means of suppressing hostilities, we fear the 
Government is at present unprovided. 

4th. That, in order to preserve the peace between such hostile parties, a large expense 
will be entailed upon the Colony in providing the necessary military or police force. 

5th. That your Petitioners can see no reason for tolerating the presence of the Chinese, 
as it is manifestly clear that their intention is not to colonize, but to take all they possibly 
can of their wealth out of this country. 

6th. That your Petitioners have also to urge their objections to the taxing in any 
form whatever of the Chinese for their admission into this country, as that would be raising 
revenue by unjustifiable means, for it would, in effect, be granting a license tocommit an 
injury upon the Colonists. 

7th. That the evils here enumerated have produced in England and elsewhere an 
injurious effect against this Colony, by turning the attention of emigrants to other countries 
where such evils do not exist. 

8th. And, lastly, that the injuries already mentioned being so keenly felt by the 
mining colonists, and as each has some special cause for ill-feeling towards the Chinese, the 
individual reasons for urging their expulsion are too numerous for insertion in this Petition. 

Therefore, we earnestly pray that your Honorable House will initiate such measures 
as will effectually eradicate the evils which we have respectfully pointed out. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 
W. S. WILMOTT, 

Chairman. 

348— 
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Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 13 August, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in 

Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the undersigned Miners and other Residents of the Rocky River 

Gold Fields, in Public Meeting assembled,— 

RSPECTFT3LLY SHEWETTI :- - 

That That your Petitioners duly appreciate the Act lately passed by your Honorable 

House imposing a tax of ten pounds on each Chinese Immigrant as an important step in the 

right direction, but are fully persuaded that such a measure will be totally inoperative, either 

in preventing the immigration of the Chinese, or in benefiting the financial resources of the 

Colony. 

That Petitioners having better means of knowing the evils arising from an over-

whelming immigration of Chinese than your Honorable House can possibly have, are fully 

persuaded that it will further the best interests of the Colony to put a complete stop to their 

immigration to Australia; and we shall never rest satisfied until such measures be adopted 

as shall totally prevent their further introduction to the Colony. 

That Petitioners would strongly urge on your Honorable House the expediency 

of the "Chinese Immigration Bill" coming into operation at once, as before the first of Jan-

uary, 1859, (whpn it is proposed the Act shall come into force,) 20,000 Chinese will certainly 

be added to the population of this country; but should your Honorable House not agree to the 

above suggestion, then Petitioners most respectfully request that a sufficient police force shall 

be appointed on the Gold Fields for the protection of life and property, so that in the event 

of a collision between the Chinese and the Christian population, your Petitioners may not be 

subjected to loss of time in the support of law and order. 

That your Petitioners solemnly declare that should your Honorable House either not 

put a stop to the further immigration of Chinese, or grant them the protection they have a 

right to expect, then they shall arm themselves for their own defence, and establish a Com-

mittee of Vigilance in aid of the civil power, as they are determined that the atrocities 

committed at Sarawak shall not be repeated in this Colony. 

That Petitioners would deeply regret being compelled to adopt this extreme course, 

but believe they have no other alternative, as they are determined, at all hazards, to maintain 

British Supremacy in this Colony, and keep the Mongolians within proper bounds. 

That Petitioners regard with apprehension and alarm the daily arrival on the A.ustra-

han shores of hundreds of Chinese, who immediately repair to the Gold Fields, and whose 

mode of working is most injurious to Petitioners, as well as destructive to the production of 

the auriferous deposits, by their careless and reckless mode of operation, which in some 

instances, by filling shafts with water and tailings, prevent large portions of ground from 

being properly worked, and in other cases they frequently monopolize the whole ground to 

themselves. 

442— That 
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That Petitioners consider the Chinese a very ineligible class of immigrants, and not 

peaceably disposed, as has been represented, many cases having occurred on this and other 

Gold Fields requiring the police authorities to disarm them, to prevent further bloodshed. 

Also, that their general filthy habits are repulsive to the feelings of the Christian 
population. 

Further, they, as heathens, systematically desecrate the Sabbath Day, not only by 

purchasing their weekly supplies, but also by gambling, which is carried on by them to a 
great extent. 

That already on the Rocky River the Chinese outnumber the Christain population 

by a very large majority, and their numbers are increasing by new arrivals every day, and at 

the present rate of progression, Petitioners believe in less than one month the relative 

numbers of Chinese to whites will be in proportion of six to one. In several instances of 

late they have exhibited unmistakeable symptoms of hostility towards your Petitioners, and 

it is presumed thatas their strength and numbers so will their hostile feelings increase. 

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honorable House will take these premises 

into your most serious consideration, and put a stop, as soon as practicable, to all Chinese 

immigration, and in the meantime grant us such an adequate police force as will obviate the 

necessity of our arming ourselves for the support of law and order. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[Here follow 413 AS'ivnature8.] 
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No. 1. 
Ma. W. JENETT AND OTHERS to Tns COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Emu Inn, George-street, Syclitey, 
23 iJiarcJi, 1858. 

SIR, 

At an adjourned Meeting of the unemployed, held on the Racocourse on 
Monday evening, the 22nd instant, the following Resolution was adopted 

That a deputation be appointed to wait on the Colonial Secretary, to lay 
" before him the circumstances of the Working Classes, with the view 

of inducing him to commence some public works, on which they 
" may obtain employment for the present; and, also, to request him 

to adopt some policy by which steady employment may be secured; 
" and that the Meeting stand adjourned to a future day, to hear the 

result of the interview." 

In accordance with the above, we, the undersigned deputation appointed, respectfully 
solicit an interview at your earliest convenience. 

THE HONOHABLR 

CHARLES COWPER, ESQ., 
Colonial Secretary. 

We remain, &c., 

WILLIAM JENNETT, Chairman. 
J. G. WHITE. 
WM. LAMONT. 
WM. B. ALLEN. 
JOHN P. ARKINS, Secretary. 

No.2. 
MR. W. B. ALLEN to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Sydney, 26 iIarcl, 1858. 
SIR, 

I metthe deputation last night. We talked over the business of the unem-
ployed, but could not come to any definite proposition, to submit you this morning, further 
than the matter lay altogether in the hands of the Government, as to what works could be 
set on, or in what way the urgency of the present distress could be alleviated. 

They were unanimous in opinion, that anything that can be done would only be of a 
temporary nature, and that any permanent improvement in their condition must be looked 
for in a new tariff measure; but it was resolved, that nothing should be said at the interview 
this morning about it, lest you shotild think it a mere protection movement, which it is 
rcally not. 

Yours very respectfully, 

WM. B. ALLEN. 
THE JIONORABLE 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 3. 
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No. 3. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE RIGHT Wonsi-IIPEUL THE MAYOR. 

Culontal Secrclary'8 Office, 

Sia, 
Sydney, 6 Apii, 1858. 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you that a deputation from 

the "unemployed" in Sydney waited upon him a few days since, when be requested that 

they would obtain and furnish to him some definite information as to the number of persons 

in distress, owing to their being unable to obtain engagements, and that the enclosed lists 

have in consequence been this day placed in his hands by Messrs. W. B. Allen, J. U. White, 

J. P. Arkins1  and other persons, who stated that the names of about seven hundred indi-

viduals were recorded, but that double that number were out of employment; that there 

were many of them at least unemployed from no fault of their own; and that actual destitution 

existed amongst the mechanics and laborers in Sydney to a serious extent. 

In communicating to you these particulars, the Colonial Secretary desires me to 

state that he will be obliged if you will institute, in conjunction with the Inspector General 

of Police, such inquiry as may be necessary to enable you to place the Government in 

possession of such information on this subject as can be relied upon. Whilst the Government 

is not prepared to give encouragement to those who are unwilling to earn an honest livelihood, 

should it be made clear that a state of things does exist, such as is alleged, some steps 

must be taken to meet the exigency. 

At the same time, it is to be observed that the complaint has long been general, 

that public and private improvements have been delayed owing to the high rates of wages, 

and the difficulty of getting work performed, whether mechanical or otherwise. 

I am directed to add, that the Inspector General of Police has been instructed to 

place himself in communication with you without delay, and to co-operate with you in 

making this inquiry.- 

I have, &c., 

W. ELYARD. 
THE RIGHT WORSHU'FUL, 

THE MAYOR OF SYDNEY. 

No. 4. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF PoLICE. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 6 April, 1858. 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you, that it is his desire 

that, in conjunction with the Right Worshipful the Mayor, you should make such inquiry 

into the extent of destitution alleged to exist amongst the mechanics and laborers in Sydney, 

arising from their bOing unable to obtain employment, as may enable you to place the 

Government in possession of such information on the subject as can be relied on, and to 

request that you will communicate with His Worship accordingly without delay. 

2. Lists of persons unemployed have been forwarded to the Mayor, who has also been 

apprised of the statements which have been made to the Colonial Secretary in reference to 

them by a deputation which waited upon him to-day. 

I have, &e., 

- .. .. W. ELYARD. 

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF PoLICE. 

No. 5. 
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No. 5. 

THE MAYOR AND THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF PoLICE to THE COLONIAL SEcRETARY. 

Town hail, 

Sydney, 19 April, 1858. 

SIR, 
We have the honor to inform you that, in compliance with the request con-

tained in your communication of the 6th April instant, we have caused inquiry to be made 

as to the number of persons in distress, owing to their being unable to obtain employment 

in Sydney, and as the result of such inquiry, we beg to state that we find,- 

1st—That, at the present time, a large number of mechanics and laborers in Sydney 

are out of employment, from no fault of their own, but in consequence of there being an 

excess of labor over the means of employment in the City. 

2nd—That within the last month applications have been made, from time to time, 

at the Town Hall, for employment, by laborers and others, to the number of between 300 

and 400 in excess of the number the Corporation have been enabled to employ; and that 

the great majority of applicants appeared to be quite capable of doing a good day's work. 

3rd—That the number of building notices received at the Town Hall, from 1st to 

19th April, 1856, was thirty-five; from 1st to 19th April, 1857, twety-two; from 1st to 

19th April, 1858, eighteen. 

That the number of buildings in progress in the City is daily decreasing; and we 

have every reason to believe that the number of unemployed will, during the winter months, 

be very much increased. 

As an instance, the Municipal Council have in their employment at the present time 

about 180 men, out of which number about 130 will be discharged witlun two months from 

this date, on account of the works on which they are engaged being completed. 

A large proportion of the unemployed are men with large families, and without the 

means of seeking for employment at any distance from the City or in its neighbourhood 

and it will become, we thiuk, necessary to devise means for obtaining them employment 

during the forthcoming winter. 

Enclosed, we beg to forward the result of the inquiry made by Captain M'Lerie as to 

the signatures attached to the Petition, although we do not consider it can be taken to be 

correct, in consequenee of the numbers being omitted in the addresses given by many of the 

parties signing. 
We have, &c, 

JOHN WILLIAMS, 

Mayor. 

JOHN M'LERIE, 

THE HONORABLE 
Inspector General of Police. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

&c. 

ANALYSIS of the result of inquiries made respecting the Signatures to Unemployed 
Petition. 

Total number of Signatures to Petition who are said 782 
to reside in the City of Sydney and Hamlets... 

5 • .............. 

Number of persons found residing at the addresses ' 
given in the Petition ... .............................. 214  I 

Number of persons who cannot be found by the Police 782 
at the addresses given in the Petition ..... ............... .......556 f  

Number of persons who have removed from the I 
addresses given in the Petition ..................... 12J 

Number of persons who signed the Petition, and 52 
who are now in employment . ..................... J ............... 

Average time the persons found by the Police have been out of employment,-6 

weeks and 11, day. 
Reports from the four Police Divisions of the City of Sydney express the difficulty of 

finding more than one fourth of the persons whose signatures are attached to the Petition, 

from the vagueness of their addresses. 
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No.1. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE RIGHT WORSHIPi?TJL THE MAYOE. 

Colonial Secretory's Office, 

Sin, 
Sydney, 1 May, 1858. 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you, that the Report made 

by yourself and the Inspector General of Police of the result of the inquiry instituted at 

the instance of the Government, in consequence of the representations which were made, 

that there were many persons in Sydney in a state of distress owing to their being unable 

to obtain employment, has been brought under the consideration of the Legislative 

Assembly, and that the House having, by a resolution, expressed its willingness to vote 

such sum as may be necessary to defray the charge of removing such persons to those parts 

of the country where they can obtain employment, the Government is desirous of adopting 

measures for this purpose with as little delay as possible. 

2. It appears to the Colonial Secretary that if your Worship will have the goodness 

to afford your assistance, the object in view may best be carried out by a Committee, con-

sisting of yourself, the Inspector General of Police, the Agent for Immigration, and the 

Colonial Architect; and instructions have accordingly been given to those officers to place 

themselves in communication with you on the subject immediately. It is also suggested 

that, if there be no objection, the City Engineer should be a member of the Committee. 

2. It is desirable that notice, as early as possible, be given in the newspapers, that 

the Committee will be ready to receive applications from persons who allege that they are 
unable to obtain employment. 

The Committee should also place themselves in communication with the Wardens, 

Road Committees, and Commissioners of Road Trusts, who have funds at their dispoial for 

the repair of roads, or the execution of other public works, in some of the principal places 

or districts in the Colony, such as Bathurst, Maitland, Goulburn, Port Macquarie, Wide 

Bay, &c., in order to ascertain what number of persons they-would be prepared to employ. 
428—A 5. 
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The Committee might also address a circular to the Magistrates at those and 

other places where labor is likely to be required, requesting to be furnished with such 

particulars as may enable them to judge how far it would be expedient to send any, and 

what number of persons to their districts to obtain engagements in private service. 

The Committee will observe that the object of the Government is to enable those 

persons who cannot procure employment in Sydney, and are without the means of removing 

to the country, to reach a field where there is a demand for their services. 

Advances to enable the Committee to carry their arrangements into effect will 

be authoriscd from time to time, on application being made to this office; but it will be 

necessary that an account should be kept of the expenditure, to be furnished to the Auditor 

eneral. 

I have, &c., 

THE RIGHT WoRSHIPFuL W. ELYARD. 

THE MAYOa. 

P.S—I am further directed to state, that the Colonial Secretary will be glad to be 

apprised of the steps which may be taken by the Committee in this matter, and to receive 

a full report on the subject, for the information of the Government, on the termination of 

their proceedings. 

No.2. 

REPORTOF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY GOVERNMENT FOR THE RELIEF 

OF THE UNEMPLOYED. 

Town Hall, 
Sydney, 11 June, 1858. 

THE Committee have the honor to report that., acting under the instructions of the Honor-

able the Colonial Secretary, contained in his letter of the 1st of May, they commenced 

collecting, on the 6th of May, a list of the laborers, mechanics, and others, who state 

themselves to be out of employment, and unable to procure it in Sydney. In this list have 

been registered, up to the 10th of June, the names of 500 applicants, with their trades or 

ceIlings, the time each had remained unemployed, whether married or sinole, number of 

children, ages of children, age of applicant, and place of abode, with remarks in any cases 

calling for particular notice. 

Of this number there are 235 single men, and 265 married, with 563 children, 

giving an average to each married of two and one-eighth; and the average time each has 

remained unemployed, according to the statements made by the applicants, is six weeks. Of 

the total number of 500 applicants, 285 eases have been inquired into, of whom 56 bad 

obtained employment in Sydney, 20 had left Sydney to seek for employment in the country, 

and 36 could not be found at the addresses given. 

The Committee also report that they have addressed a circular to the Benches of 

Magistrates of the various Police Districts, to the Commissioners of Road Trusts, and to 

the Government Road Surveyors, from most of whom replies have been received, stating, in 

general terms, whether or not any demand for labor exists in the district, but, in no 

instance, offering employment for any number of laborers, either on the roads, or in con-

Bection with any other public works. 

The Committee have therefore adopted the only course open to them,—that of 

offering free passages, with one week's rations after arrival, to those districts in which the 

Committee are informed employment could be readily obtained; but, from the difficulty of 

procuring conveyances into the interior—the Committee having advertised for contracts 

without success—they have up to the present time only forwarded laborers and others to 

those districts upon the coast which are accessible by steamers. 

To these districts—Braidwood and Moreton Bay—a large number of the applicants 

have been forwarded. To Braidwood, 63 men, 13 women, and 25 children; to Moreton 

Bay, 39 men, 8 women and 19 children; to the Hunter River, 10 men, 1 woman, and S 

cbildren; making a total number of 112 mert, 22 women, and 47 children, removed from 

Sydney by the Committee. 
The 
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The Committee also report that they have placed themselves in communication with 

Mail Contractors on the Northern and Southern Roads, to endeavour to make arrangements 

to forward others of the unemployed into the interior. 

4. The Committee also beg to remark that they consider the measures already taken 

have, to some extent, tendcd to relieve the pressure upon the unemployed working classes, 

and that the applications for employment are not so numerous as when the list was first 

opened. 

The Committee have also the honor to forward an Appendix, 'containing a summary 

of the replies received in answer to the inquiries made by the Committee respecting the 

demand for labor in the country districts. 

JOHN WILLIAMS, 

THE HONORABLE Chairman. 

Tiia COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT. 

Town hail, 
Sydney, .Jitne, 1858. 

The Committee are informed from 

ALBURY, by the Bench : That there are no public works, and that the supply meets 
the demand for labor, from the number of unsuccessful gold diggers always moving about 
this border locale. 

From 
BERRTMA, by the Government Surveyor of the Southern Road, that their funds do 

not admit of any increase in the number of laborers, and that the supply of labor is quite 
equal to the demand. 

From 
BERRIMA, by the Bench : That the Fitzroy Iron Mining Company are in want of 

hands, and give a high rate of wages to good men, and that a carpenter and a few general 
laborers would find private employment in Berriuma and the neighbourhood, 

From 
BOWZNFELS, by the Government Surveyor of the Western Road : That there are no 

public works, and that there is an abundant supply of labor, derived partly from a resident 
population, and partly from returned diggers and other wayfarers. 

From 
BRAIDw00D, by the Bench : That carpenters and joiners are in demand at from lOs. 

to 12s. per diem ; masons, bricklayers, and plasterers, at from lOs. to 14s. a day ; common 
laborers at from iSs. to 20s. a week with board and lodging, and man and wife as general 
servants at £60 per annum. That though there are no public works, there are many private 
buildings in course of erection; that flour is £20 a ton, butcher's meat 4d. per ib, and other 
articles at equally low rates. 

From 
BATHUEST, by the Bench : That several public works are in course of construction, 

consisting chiefly of Schools and places of Worship; that the eon tractors decline to give 
any guarantee that they would engage workmen who might be forwarded; but that compe-
tent bricklayers and carpenters would readily obtain employment. The ordinary rate of 
wages are, for bricklayers 7s. to Os. per diem, carpenters 7s. to Os., laborers Ss. to 6s. per 
diem. Farm laborers and shepherds are in great request, but the Bench are unable to 
state what number would find employment. 

From 
BRISBANE, by the Police Magistrate : That there are no public works, and that the 

supply of labor in the township is fully equal to the demand, but that any number of 
single men would find employment in the bush, at wages ranging from £28 to £35 per 
annum, with the usual rations. 

From 
CAMPBELT,TOWN, by the Commissioners of the Road Trust: That since the comple-

tion of the railroad, they have had numerous applications for employment from ibe work-
men lately in its construction, that there are no public works, and that the Commissioners 
have not funds to employ additional laborers. 

From 
CAssiUs, by the Bench : That there are no public works, that laborers would find 

constant employment as shepherds, at from £25 to £30 per annum, mechanics at from 
20s. to 25s. per week, general laborers at from £35 to, £40 per annum, in each case with 
rations; but that the Bench are unable to state the number required. 

From 
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From 
CooiA, by the Bench: That there are no public works, and that at present there 

is no employment for any additional number of laborers. 

From 
CASINO, by the Bench : That labor is not required in the district, and that there 

are no public works at present. 

From 
DUNGOG, by the Bench: that there are no public works, but that farm laborers are 

very scarce, and would meet with ready employment, more especially ploughmen and 
bullock drivers, at wages ranging from £25 to £35 per annum, with rations. 

From 
GUNDAGAI, by the Police Magistrate: That there are no public works, but that 

from eighteen to twenty laborers could readily find employment in private service. That 
mechanics demand from lOs. to 12s. per diem, and that general laborers are paid 
wages averaging from 15s. to 25s. per week. 

From 
GRAFTON, by the Bench : That there are no public works in progress, but that 

there is a considerable want of farm laborers and rough carpenters, at wages from 5s. t 
6s. per diem, and at £35 to £50 per annum, with rations, and that from twenty to twenty. 
five would find employment in a week, and double that number in a month or six weeks. 

From 
GOULBURN, by the Bench : That there are no public works, and that the demand 

for labor in private service is altogether limited. 

From 
MAITLAND, by the Commissioners of Road Trust: That the only public work is 

the railroad, and that, though many private building are being erected, there does not 
appear to be a demand for labor which cannot be supplied in the locality. 

From 
MUSWELLBROOK: That there are no public works, but that sawyers would find 

employment there. 

From 
MORUYA, by the Bench: That the demand for labor in that district is too limited 

and irregular to justify them in holding out hopes that the object of the Committee could 
be promoted in that locality. 

From 
MUDGEE, by the Police Magistrate: That there are no public works, and that the 

supply of labor is fully equal to the demand, though respectable female servants would 
meet with employment at good wages. 

From 
MUERURUNDI, by the Bench : That there is a great scarcity of laborers and 

mechanics, that the rate of wages could not be estimated, as from the few hands to be had, 
particularly tradespeople, they ask and get what they please to demand, and that the 
Magistrates feel assured that, though there are no public works, that about sixty-three 
laborers and mechanics would find immediate employment in the town and district, 
namely—four sawyers, two tailors, two shoemakers, two bricklayers, four stonemasons, two 
quarrymen, one cabinet-maker, two house carpenters, six fencers, two wheelwrights, twelve 
farm laborers, twenty shepherds, and four gardeners. 

From 
NARELLAN, by the Commissioners of Road Trust: That there are no public works; 

that their funds are too small to enable them to employ more laborers at present, and that 
.the district appeal-s fully supplied with laborers, though a few bricklayers, carpenters, and 
fencers, might find employment amongst the farmers. 

From 
NEWCASTLE: That agricultural laborers are in demand, but that there are no 

public works in course of construction. 

From 
PATERSON, by the Bench: That there are no public works, but that good agricu!-

tural laborers are in demand, at the rate of £25 per annum, with rations. 

From 
PENRITH: That the only public work is the Victoria Bridge, over the Nepean, 

and the Committee are referred to the architect, Edward Moriarty, Civil Engineer, of 
Sydney, for information as to whether any laborers could be employed in connection with 
it; but that the general demand for labor in the district, from its vicinity to Sydney, is 
not in excess of the supply. 

From 
PORT MACQUARIE, by the Bench: That there are no public works, and no field 

for the employment of any portion of those who are out of work in Sydney. 

From 
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From 
PARRAMATTA: That there is no want of laborers, and no public works other 

than the roads. 

From 
QUEANBEYAN, by the Bench: That the erection of a court house, lock-up, hospital, 

and church, is contemplated, and that were workmen on the spot one or more of such 
buildings would be at once proceeded with. That employment would be found by brick-
layers, carpenters, stonemasons, and brickmakers, in satisfying the demand for private 
dwellings, and that no doubt about eighy laborers would find employment in the district, 

at wages of from 15s. to 20s. per week. 

From 
RmsT0NE: That there are no public works; that eight or ten single men could 

find employment as farm laborers or shepherds, at wages at about 12s. per week, but no 
employment for married men, except as shepherds or hut-keepers. 

From 
RAYMOND TERRACE: That there are no public works, and no greater demand for 

labor than the local supply is sufficient for. 

From 
SCONE, by the Bench : That a limited number of laborers and tradesmen might 

find employment in private service, at a fair rate of wages; and that, should the Govern-
ment decide upon sending any of the unemployed of Sydney to Scone, the Bench would be 
most happy to render any assistance in their powarin finding employment for such as may 
be disposed to settle in the district. There are no public works but those under the charge. 
of Mr. R. M. Oollett, the Government Road Surveyor. 

From 
SINGLETON, by Mr. R. N. Collett, the Government Road Surveyor: That first-rate 

carpenters would be certain to find employment at lOs. per diem, and bricklayers at 10L 

per diem, but not at any higher rate, and that fencers and rough carpenters could also meet. 
with employment at 6s. 8d. per diem, but of common laborers there is an abundance, and. 
they find difficulty in earning 5s. per diem. That the only large work along the Northern 
Road is the Falbrook causeway, which, if granted, would give employment to eight quarry--
men and four masons through the winter, at lOs. per diem. 

From 
TUMUT, by the Bench: That though there are no public buildings in course of 

erection, that there is a great demand for laborers in fields and orchards, and for rough 
carpenters, fencers, &c, but at lower wages than the rates now ruling, which are from £3 
to £5 per week. At wages from £50 to £60 per annum, with rations, for skilled men, and 
for £25 to £30 per annum, with rations, for mere laborers, any number can find employ-
ment. 

From 
TWOJ1'OLD BAY: That the demand for labor is very limited, and that the public 

works in course of construction are nearly completed. 

From 
WELLINGTON, by the Bench: That there are no public works, but that the present 

rate of wages is as follows :—For mechanics, 17s. 6d. per diem ; farm laborers, £40 per 
annum; shepherds, £30 per annum,; hntkeepers, £5 per annum; general laborers, £78 
per annum; house servants (married couples) £80 per annum ; female house servants, £27 
per annum; grooms, £52 per annum; storekeepers, £40 per annum,—in each case with 
rations. 

From 
WINDSOR, by the Commissioners of the Road Trust: That there are no publie 

works, and that there is no demand for labor in that district. 

From 
WOLLOMBI : That there are no public works and the demand for either laborer8 

or mechanics very limited. 

From 
WARTALDA, by the Bench : That though the demand for labor is not so urgent as 

heretofore, some of the unemployed of Sydney, especially the mechanics, would readily 
obtain employment at remunerative wages, but that there are no public works in course of 
construction. 

From 
WOLLONGONO, by the Bench: That there are no public works, and that the Magis-. 

trates are not in a position to say that any laborers would be sure of finding employment. 

From 
YASs, by the Bench: That there are no public works, but that there is a good field 

for industrious willing men as farm laborers and general servants, at wages from £30 to 
£35 per annum, with the usual rations, and that married couples with sons growing up, 
capable of taking charge of an out-station, would also find employment. That good female 
servants would find employment at wages ranging from 8s. to lOs. a week, and the Bench 
therefore recommend that about fifty of each class be forwarded to Yass. 

428—B No. 3. 



UNEMPLOYED MECHANICS AND LABORERS. 

No.3. 
SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY GOVERNMENT FOR THE RELIEF 

OF THE UNEMPLOYED OF SYDNEY. 

Town Hall, 

Sydney, 30 July, 1858. 

TUE Committee have the honor to report to the Honorable the Colonial Secretary, that 

the total number of applicants for employment, from the 6th day of May to the 30th day 

of July—a period of twelve weeks—is 840, of whom 418 are single men, and 422 married, 

with 923 children, giving an average of two and one-fifth to each family, and numbering in 

all 2,185 souls. The time they have remained out of work, or only partially employed, is, 

according to the statements made by the applicants, 5,080 weeks, giving an average of six 
weeks to each applicant. 

Of the whole number of applicants 594 cases have been inquired into, of whom 78 

had obtained work in Sydney, and 21 had left Sydney to seek employment, while 60—or 

about one-tenth—could not be found, or were not known at the addresses given; this, in 

many cases, was the result of the incorrect manner in which the place of abode was first 

tated, some of the number having since applied and given fresh addresses. 

The total number removed from Sydney by the Committee, as per annexed statement, 

is 290 men, 63 women, and 138 children, making in all 490 souls. Most of the men sent 

to the different localities the Committee believe, from information since received, to have 

readily obtained employment at remunerative wages, and in only one instance has there 

been any necessity for issuing a second week's rations for the aintenance of a family, 

and this was in consequence of illness more than from a difficulty in obtaining employment. 

The Committee herewith forward a statement—as requested in the letter of date 

22nd July—of the receipts and expenditure up to the 30th of July inclusive, excepting 

the accounts of rations issued at Braidwood, G-rafton, Moreton Bay, and Wide Bay, by the 

Benevolent Asylum, and by the Sydney Government Contractor, and of 22 steerage 

passengers to Grafton, of which the Company cannot furnish an account till the steamer 
xeturns to Sydney. 

The Committee have also the honor to forward an Appendix, containing a piSeis of 

the replies receiTed by the Committee since the 10th of June, in answer to the inquiries 

made respecting the demand for labor and rate of wages in the country districts. 

The number of applicants whose names remain upon the list at this date-30th of 

July—is 400, of whom 252 cases have been inquired into and reported upon, leaving 148 

still to be inquired after, of whom about one-third have probably found employment or left 

Sydney, leaving 350 as the number of men still out of work in Sydney, of whom a large 

proportion are mechanics—principally carpenters, masons, and quarrymen—many of whom 

are in great distress, having large families dependant upon them, and who have been com-

pelled, in some instances, to sell their furniture and pawn their tools, to provide the means 

of subsistence for themselves and families. Of those whose names still remain upon the list, 

182 are single men, and 218 married, with 327 children dependant upon them, and num-
bcring in all 945 souls. 

The Committee are of opinion that the measures already taken have reduced the - 

.-amount of distress and destitution existing in Sydney; some of those forwarded by the 

Committee having already found means to send for their wives and families, while others— 

having settled down in the country—have had their families forwarded to them by the 

Committee; thus reducing the number of souls dependant upon those out of employment, 

from over two thousand to rather less than one thousand; and the Committee beg to suggest 

that this system should be carried out as long as any of those out of employment are 

avilling to avail themselves of the facilities thus afforded of finding a market for their labor. 

The Committee, therefore, have the honor to request that they may be informed 

whether they are to continue sending applicants for employment to those localities where 

labor is required, and whether it is intended to give employment upon public works in 

Sydney to those who are still unemployed, who are unable or unwilling to leave the city, 

and who—from the present state of trade—are not likely, at presunt, to succeed in procuring 

a livelihood without assistance from the Government. 
JOHN WILLIAMS. 

Labose;s 
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Laborers and others removed from Sydney by the Committee 

1858 MEN. WOMEN. OntLOREN. 

5 16 4 June 1 30 5 U. 
May 25 .............To 

8 16 3 ii 15 Do 9 3 15 22 11 2 5 29 
July13 

Do 9 1 3 
14 2 3 ,, 20 28 7 20 

28 133 72 

May 29 .... ....... 

the Clyde River ......................... 
Do .......................... 
Do .......................... 

1 1 2 June 4 

Do ......................... 

To the Hunter.......................... 
...... . 5 5 

Do .......................... 
Do .......................... 

. 

2 
Do  2 I 10 Do. ................................. 1 21 

July 24 

Do................................... 
Do.................................... 

Do. ................................. 1 

................. 

Do. .................................. 1 26 Do. ................................. 4 

17 

..

..

..

..

.. 

1 3 

To Moreton Bay ................. .......... ii 1 June1 Do ... . .......... ....  ........ 
..12 

2 7 9 5 8 16 Do ............................. 1 1 1 

May 27 ............. 

23 6 2 3 30 
July14 

Do ............................. 
..16 

6 2 1 
7 1 20 

Do ............................. 

6 2 4 
26 

Do ............................ 
Do ............................. 

9 2 7 28 

Do ............................ 

Do ............................. 
4 1 11 Do .............................. 

78 19 32 

June 19 ........... ToGrafton .................................... 4 5 July 1 Do.. .................................... 
. ...16 

14 Do . .................................... .. 6 
..9 2 28 Do. .......................... .... ....... 13 4 14 

44 10 19 

2 1 3 
1 1  1 

July 1 .............To Wollongong ................................

the Manning River ........................
To Clarence Town, Williams' River 1 1 2 

20 .............To 

26 .............. 

6 1 3 June 30 .............To 
July28 ............ 

Wide Bay .............................. 
Do. .................................... . 6 

By Van to Goulburn ......................... 1 1 3 
To Wide Bay ................................. ... 1 30 ............. 

12 18 5 
Total ... 290 63 138 

APPENDIX TO SECOND REPORT, 
The Committee are informed, 
From 

BOMBALA, by the Bench: That employment could be readily found in the repairs of 
roads, &c., if the local Magistracy had sufficient fends at their disposal for such improvements. 
From 

COWBA, by the Bench, and other employers of labor at Cowra: That 100 laborers 
-and artisans would meet with inimediate employment at Cowra, or within a circuit of 30 
miles, at reasonable wages. They therefore hope the Committee will forward a number of 
such to Carcoar or Cowra, that the present want of labor might be supplied. 

From 
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From 
DENILIQUIN, by the Bench : That carpenters, briokmakers, able bodied laborers, and 

domestic servants, are in constant demand, the present supply being wholly inadequate to 
the requirements of the district. That skilled laborers can easily obtain from 13s. to iGs. per 
diem ; laborers from QOs. to 30s. a week, with rations; and general servants (female) £35 
to £40 per annum, with rations. The public buildings about to be erected immediately, 
and for which labor is earnestly required, are the Protestant and Roman Catholic 
Churches, a Bank, a Telegraphic Terminus, a Masonic Lodge, and several private dwel- 
lings, which the paucity of skilled labor alone has delayed to the present time. The 
Bench, therefore, recommend and urge the Committee to forward from 30 to 50 of the 
trades referred to, who would meet with immediate employment, at good wages. 

From 
DRAYTON, by the Bench : That there are no public works in course of construction, 

but that there is a general demand for labor in the district, and a high rate of wages; 
shepherds, hutkeepers, and laborers obtain from £28 to £40 per annum, skilled laborers 
such as blacksmiths, shoemakers, carpenters, &c , proportionably higher wages. The Bench 
are of opinion that 100 of the unemployed of Sydney might find immediate and profitable 
employment in this district. 

From 
DALBY, by the Bench: That there are no public works, but the demand for labor 

of all kinds very great indeed carpenters and sawyers, &c., can readily obtain remunerative 
employment at from £3 to £5 per week; shepherds at from £30 to £35 per annum ; hut-
keepers at from £25 to £28 per annum; bullock drivers 25s. to 30s. a week, in each case 
with rations. 

From 
GAYNDA1, by the Bench: That there are no public works in course of construction, 

but that a new court house and watch house will shortly be erected in Gayndah. The 
following description of labor is in great request :—Shepherds, at from £30 to £35 per 
annum; shepherds and hutkeepers, £55 to £60; bullock drivers, £50 to £70; station 
servants, married couples from £60; bush carpenters and house carpenters, bricklayers 
and masons, none in the district. One or two laundresses would find employment in. 
Gayndab. 

From 
Ipswxcri, by the Bench : That though a large number of immigrants have arrived 

at Moreton Bay, a limited number of the unemployed of Sydney might obtain work in this-
district. Rate of wages,—stonemasons, 14s. per diem ; carpenters and joiners, us. 8d. per 
diem; bricklayers, 12s. Gd. per diem; wheelwrights, lOs. Gd. per diem ; blacksmiths, lOs. 
6d. per diem; plasterers, 20s. per diem ; quarrymen work by the piece, and make from 18s. 
to 20s. per diem; but the Bench recommend that only a limited number of each be sent, as 
the demand is limited. Laborers rule about 36s. per week; in the country the wages are 
from £35 to £40 per annum, with rations. Female servants are in demand, at from £17 
to £25 per annum; cooks, at from £27 to £30 per annum. 

From 
NARYBOROUGH, WIDE BAY, by the Bench: That from 40 to 50 men would find 

employment as shepherds, hutkeepers, &c., the public works in course of construction, are 
the court house and lock-up, a road from Maryborough to Brisbane direct, and the buoying 
of the ship channel from Wide Bay to Queen's Wharf; all in the hands of different con-
tractors, that letters would be addressed to the employers of labor in the Wide Bay and 
Burnett Districts, and that on their replies being received, further communications would be 
addressed to the Committee. 

From 
3T0L0NG, by the Bench : That there are no public works offering SCOO for labor, 

but the pastoral interests of the neighbourhood always supply employment for good laborers 
and strung able bodied mechanics at standard wages. 

From 
SINGLETON, by the Bench: That there are no public works, but the Bench are of 

opinion that bricklayers, carpenters, shoemakers, and tailors, to the number of five of each 
trade would find employment at lOs. per diem, and that common laborers to the number of 50 
would get employment at the rate of 5s. per diem. 

From 
TENTERFIELD, by the Bench : That there is a great demand for laborers and me-

chanics, and that the following persons would find employment at good wages, namely, six 
sawyers, 12 splitters and fencers, two blacksmiths, six house carpenters, four shoemakers, 
four stonemasons, four brickmakers, four bricklayers, two whcelwrights, 12 farm laborers, 
and 20 shepherds. 

From 
W'AGGA \VAGGA, by the Bench : That though there are no public works in course of 

construction, yet that the demand for laborers by private individuals is very great indeed, 
and that the Bench are of opinion that if 100 laborers and mechanics were sent they would 
And rugular employment at remunerative wages. 

TIlE 
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THE UNEMPLOYED LABORERS' COMMITTEE IN ACCOUNT WITH THE COLONIAL TREASURY. 

Wt~ 
Cr. 

 1858. Dr. I 
£ 

To Cash from the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer, paid into the Joint 1 June 300 0 0 
1858. 

L"D 00 4 June By Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for conveyance, with rations, of 26 pas- 0 0 Stock Bank ................................................... 

0 Cheque to Thomas Pennington, for services as Messenger to the Com- 0 Ditto, ditto, ditto .................300 0 0 
19 June Z ,, 

Cheque to John Pendered, for salary as Secretary to the Committee, 

E. Manning, for with rations, for 26 adults and 

....... 

ii June.. .. ,, Cheque to Mr. passages, 

for stamps 2 5 0 

sengers to the Clyde ................................... 

mittee . .. 
. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

9 10 

Cheque to Thomas Pennington, for services as Messenger to the Corn- 
,, 

Mr. B. Manning, for with rations, for 23 adults and 

from the 6th of May to 2nd of June inclusive ...............16 0 0 

Cheque to Mr. C. H. Woolcott, postage .................... 

mittee ...................................................4 15 
0 

,, Cheque to passages, 

Company, for to the Hunter of 7 0 

16 children to the Clyde ................................... 0 
0 

Cheque to the H.R.N.S.N. passages 
4 14 0 

22 June Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for passages, with rations, for 15 adults and 
5 0 

, . . . . . . . .  

6 children to the Clyde ...................................39 
0 

,, 

Cheque to William Lush, for services as Messenger to the Committee 
. 5 0 0 

.......,, 

,, 

,, 
Cheque to Mr. B. Manning, for passages, with rations, for 14 adults and 24 0 0 
Cheque to the Australasian Steam Navigation Company, for passages to 157 10 0 ,, 

18 June ....... 

Cheque to John Pendered, for salary as Secretary, from June 3rd to 0 

....... 

25 June....... 

6 July 

adults and I child ........................................ 

9 children to the Clyde .......................................29 

,, 

Cheque to H.R.N.S.N. Company, for two steerage passages to Morpeth 1 5 0 
,, 

30 June.....  .. 
4 children to the Clyde ............................. 

Cheque to Kfrchner and Co., for passages of 16 adults and 3 children to 43 15 0 ,, 

Cheque to John Fabfax and Sons, for advertising "To the Uneni- 
7 0 

....... 

13 July 

Nelson Bay and Hunter River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

June 30th inclusive ............................................16 0 

,, 

,, 
Cheque to Henry Parkes, for advertising "To the Unemployed," &c. 8 5 6 

15 0 0 
W 

....... 
ployed," &c.. .......... ... ...............................8 

.. 

. 

. 

. 

.

,, 

Grafton .............................................. 

,, 
Cheque to Australasian Steam Navigation Company, for passages to 72 0 0 
Cheque to Kirchner and Co., for passages of 6 adults to Grafton ....... 

.. 
Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for passages to the Clyde of 10 adults and. 
Wide Bay, Morpeth, and Moreton Bay .......................... 

,, 

lchild .......................................................
1515 

-11 

.. 

0 Carried forward ..................£ 600 0 
Carried forward ..................£ 55960 



300 0 0 

THE UNEMPLOYED LABORERS' COMMITTEE IN ACCOUNT WITH THE COLONIAL TREASURY_UO,itUCd. 

1858. Cr £s.d. 
By Amount brought forward 

os 6 6 
13 July........ 

................ ........................ .. 
,, Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for passages to Wollongong for 3 adults and 

16 July 

ichild.......................................................... 
,, Cheque to William Lush, for services as Messenger to the Committee 
 Cheque to William Collie, for 

1166  
5 0 0 

rations supplied to 10 men and 4 women and 8 children at (Jrafton ............................................
Cheque to William Collie, for rations supplied to 6 men at Grafton 
Cheque to Thomas Hildebrand, for 

4 12 4 
1 15 9 

rations supplied to 2 men, 1 woman, and 3 children, at Wollongong ........................... 
Cheque to John Pendered, for salary as Secretary, from 1st July to 14th 

1 10 0 

30 July....... 

.................. 
July inclusive .. ......... ................ ............................ 
Cheque to the Australasian Steam Navigation Company, for 2 steerage 

8 0 0 
passages to Wide Bay, and 31 to Moreton Bay ...... ............... 92 5 0 Cheque to the Australasian Company, for 1 fare to the Hunter, 2 to 
Clarence Town, 5j to Moreton Bay, and 6 to Wide 

. 

Bay ............ 
Cheque to Kirchner and Co., Agents of the Grafton S.N. Company, for 

38 0 0 
11 steerage passages to Grafton ................................... ,, Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for 27 10 0 

passages, with rations, for 40 adults and 
4 children to the Clyde ............................................. ,, Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for 2 passages to the Manning River .. 
Cheque to the Steward of the William IV Steamer, 

63 7 6 
3 0 0 

for rations for David Lewis and wife to Taree .............................................. 
Cheque to William Lush, for services as Messenger to the Committee 
Cheque to John Pendered, for salary as Secretary, from 

15 o 0 
5 0 0 

inclusive 15th to 28th July 
................................................... 

,, Cheque to R. K. Allen, for conveyance 8 0 0 31 July........ 
of 2 passengers, by van, to Goulburn ....................................................... 

Cheque to James W. Waugh, for account books and stationery supplied 
to the Committee 

3 10 0 

................................................
Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for passages, with rations, of 16 adults and 

3 19 0 
1 child to the Clyde ........................................... 27 15 0 

£ 869 7 7 
Cashinhand .......................... ... ... ....... .. 30 12 5 

£ 900 0 0 

18.58. Dr. 

To Amount brought forward ....................................... 

24 July.......,, Cash from the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer, paid into the Join 
StockBank ................................................... 

£1 900 0 0 I 

S 
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IS 58. 

.UtIaUti embl!,. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

UNEMPLOYED LABO ItERS. 
(FINAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE FOR THE RELIEF OF.) 

Ordered by the Legislath,e Asseinbig to be P,inted, 19 October, 1858 

Town Hall, Sydney, 

12 October, 1858. 
ThIRD and FINAL REPORT of the Committee appointed by Government for the relief of the 

Unemployed of Sydney, with a statement of the Receipts and Expenditure to the 
termination of the Commission. 

The Committee have the honor to report to the Honorable the Colonial Secretary :- 

That the total number of men who have applied for removal into country districts,: 

or who have reported themselves as out of employment, from the 6th of May to the 15th of 

September, when the list was finally closed, a period of twenty weeks, is 1,154, or about 

58 per week, during the time the list remained open. Of these 592 are single, and 562 

married, with 1,226 children, and numbering in all 2,942 souls. 

From the 2nd of August to the 15th of September 314 applications have been 

received for removal into the country, of which number it is believed about 100 have been 

caused by the discovery of gold on the Fitz Roy River. 

To Gladstone, Port Curtis, a limited number of the most necessitous were sent before 

it was known that emigration would be likely to set in that direction, and the persons 

sent were chiefly married men, with families dependant upon them, and were selected out of 
more than 150 applicants. 

The Committee believe that the emigration to the Fitz Roy River has had the effect of 

removing from Sydney much of the surplus labor, and must eventually raise the rate of 

wages, and enable laborers and mechanics remaining in Sydney to obtain permanent and 
remunerative employment. 

Since our last Report__that is, from the 2nd of August to the 15th of September.-

104 men, 44 women, and 83 children, have been sent into the country; making the number 

of men removed from Sydney 394, of women 107, and of children 220; or in all 721 
souls. 

Of the 1,154 applicants, 860 cases have been inquired into, of whom only 80 were 

in work at the time inquiries were made, and 64 (chiefly single men) could not be found, or 
were not known at the addresses given. 

Of the 314 applications made from the 2nd of August to the 15th September, 236 

cases were inquired into, and were found to be principally mechanics; many of whom, though 

with large families and in great distress, had deferred their applications till their resources 

were utterly exhausted, from unwillingness to leave Sydney, and the hope of obtaining 
employment. 

548.— 
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Of the 1,154 applicants, 474 are laborers, 105 farm laborers and bushmen, 72 car-

penters, 40 masons, 37 quarrymen, 29 blacksmiths, 20 gardeners, 18 bakers, 18 rough 

carpenters, 16 clerks and storekeepers, 16 butchers, 15 painters, 15 tailors, 14 shoemakers, 

12 plasterers, 12 bricklayers, 10 engineers, 10 cooks and servants, 8 miners, and 7 shepherds. 

There are also applicants of almost every trade and culling, comprising coopers, wheelwrights, 

cabinet-makers, fencers, wool-sorters, sheep-shearers, harness-rn akers, bookbinders, printers, 

millers, French polishers, millstone builders, cigar manufacturers, soap and candle makers, 

gilders, coach-builders and coach-trimmers, vine-dressers, curriers, iron-founders, brickmakers 

and sailors, musicians, surgeons, and schoolmasters. 

Of those removed from Sydney, there are 144 laborers, 78 farm laborers, 29 carpenters, 

16 masons, 11 quarrymen, 11 bakers, ii rough carpenters, 9 cooks and servants, 9 black-

smiths, 7 shoemakers, 7 bricklayers, 5 painters, 5 tailors, 5 butchers, 5 stockmen, 4 clerks 

or storekeepers, 3 wheelwrights, 3 brickmakers, 2 coach-builders, 2 engineers, 2 miners, 2 

cabinet-makers, 1 miller, 1 printer, 1 candle-maker, and 1 bookbinder. 

Of the 394 men removed from Sydney, 230 are single, and 164 married, with 360 

children, Of the 164 married men, about 100 have been accompanied by their wives and 

families, the wives of the others having consented to their husbands leaving Sydney in search 

of employment, as many of them had been compelled to maintain their husbands out of their 

own and their children's earnings. Of the applicants to the Committee, 0 men, 2 women, 

and 10 children were in a state of utter destitution, and were either receiving relief from the 

Benevolent Asylum, or were sent to the Asylum by the Committee till they could be removed 

from Sydney. 

The Committee have also the honor to report that 721 souls have been removed 

from Sydney, and rations supplied to each for one week, at an expense to the community of 

about £1,700, or £2 7s. 6d. per head. 

It is the opinion of the Committee that a large number of men have been placed 

in a position to earn a livelihood for themselves and families, the Committee being informed 

from Braidwood, Grafton, and Moreton Bay, (to which places a large proportion of those 

removed from Sydney have been sent), that those forwarded readily found employment at 

the current rate of wages. 

It is also considered that the operations of the Committee have much alleviated and 

lessened the pressure upon the working classes, which has been severely felt by many, from 

the long continued want of employment in Sydney. 

JOHN WILLIAMS. 

REMOVED from Sydney by the Committee, 2 August to 15 September, 1858. 

MEN. I WOMEN. I CHILDREN. 

33 
13 
3 
21 
6 
7 
2 
2 
13 
1 
1 
2 

104 
290 

394 

Sent to Gladstone, Port Curtis ............... 
Moreton Bay 
Wide Bay .............................. 
Grafton, Clarence River ............ 
HunterRiver ........................ 
ClydeRiver ........................... 
Goulburn .............................. 
]3athurst .............................. 
Guyong................................. 
Shoalhaven........................... 
Merrimbula........................... 
Yass.................................... 

From 25 May to 31 July ...... 

21 33 
4 7 
1 
6 17 ' 
3 5 
3 9 
1 1 
2 6 
2 4 

1 1 

44 83 
63 137 

107 220 
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LegiøIatie a0alubir. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

UNEMPLOYED LABORERS' COMMITTEE. 
(STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDiTURE.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed,29 October, 1858. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE UNEMPLOYED LABORERS' COMMITTEE to THE COLONIAL 

SECRETARY. 

Town Hall, Sydney, 

21 October, 1858. 

I have the honor to forward a Statement of the Receipts and Expenditure o. 

the Unemployed Laborers' Committee up to the termination of the Commission. 

I have, &c., 

JOHN PENDERED, 

THE HONORABLE Secretary. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

563 
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Cr. THE UNEMPLOYED LABORERS' COMMITTEE 

1858. £ s. d. 

Aug. 11 .. By Cheque to H. K. Allen, for conveyance of 2 passengers to Goulburn, by van 3 10 0 
By Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for 11 passages, with rations, to the Clyde ...... . 16 10 0 
By Cheque to John Maitland, for victualling 1 passenger to Merriuibula 0 6 6 
By Cheque to John Pendered, for salary as Secretary, from 29th July to 11th 

S 0 0 
By Cheque F to Mr. . Manning, for passage of 1 adult to Twofold Bay 2 0 0 

Aug. 18 .. I  By Cheque to John Pendered, for expenses incurred in sending off laborers and 

August inclusive ..................................................... 

1 10 0 
l'h 4 10 0 

Aug. 26 ... 
By Cheque to John egan, for attendance and cleaning office .................. 

0 8 3 
Aug. 31 

others............................................................... 

By Cheque to Kirchner & Co., for passage money for 22 adults to the Clarence 
By Cheque to John Pendered, for 3 railway fares to Liverpool ................ 

. 56 5 0 
11 By Cheque to Kirchner & Co., for passages of 14 adults to Clarence River 36 5 0 
11 By Cheque to H. Towns & Co., for U. steerage passages to Gladstone, Port Curtis 55 0 0 
11 

River..............................................................

By Cheque to William Collie, for rations supplied at Grafton, 17th July, 2n' 
13 18 6 August, and 16th August ............................................. 

By Cheque to Robert Cribb, for rations supplied at Moreton Bay, from 1st t. 
8 16 5 30th June, 1858 ....................................................... 

By Cheque to Robert Cribb, for rations supplied at Moreton Bay. from 1st Jul1 
5 13 10 

By Cheque to Joseph Brittic, for rations supplied at Maitland, from 8th June to 
to 14th August, 1858 ................................................... 

0 12 4 4thAugust ........................................................... 
By Cheque to John Mayo & Co., for rations supplied at Maitland, from 8th June 

0 7 11 to 4th August ....................................................... 
By Cheque to R. S. Warry, for rations supplied at Moreton Bay, from 27th 1!ay 
to 4th August, 1858 ............. . .................. ................. 8 13 0 

m By Cheque to W. Conolly, for rations suppUed at Braidwood, from 31st May to 
... 

2nd August, 1858 ..................................................... 107 17 8 
By Cheque to H. K. Allen, for conveyance to Bathurst of 1 man, 1 woman, and 

7 10 0 
*of —2'  By Cheque to Mr. F. Manning, for passage, with rations, adults to the Clyde 

6 children ........................................................... 

3 0 0 River ............................................................... 
By Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for passage, with rations, of 1 adult, from the 

1 10 0 
0 17 6 

Clyde...............................................................

By Cheque to William Lush, for srviees as Messenger to the Committee 5 0 0 
By Cheque to Mr. F. Manning, for 1 passage to Slioalhaven ....................

By Cheque to John Pendered, for salary as Secretary, from 12th to 25th August 
inclusive............................. .......  ......... ............. S 0 o 

By Cheque to William Conolly, for loss on rations supplied at Braidwood 
. 
1 5 6 

By Cheque to Laidley, Ireland, and Co., for 2 steerage passages to Gladstone, 
10 0 0 

Sept. S .. By Cheque to Thomas Hogg, for carriage of luggage of James Hatyers from 
Port Curtis ........................................................... 

the Clyde to Braidwood .............................................. . 3 0 0 
Sept. 14 .. By Cheque to John Pendered, for conveyance of 1 adult to Bathurst, and other 

Sept. 15 .. 
1 10 0 expenses incurred ......................................................

By Cheque to George Walker, for conveyance of 13 men, 2 women, and 4 chil- 
dren, by dray, to Gilyong ............................................. 25 0 0 

By Cheque to John Phegan, for attendance and cleaning Council Chamber, used 
1  10 0 as an office by the Committee ......................................... 

By Cheque to Mr. E. Manning, for 2j steerage passages to the Clyde .......... . 3 15 0 
By Cheque to 'William Lush, for services as Messenger to the Committee 8 15 0 

Sept. IS .. : By Cheque to Laidley, Ireland, & Co., for 22 steerage passages to Fitzroy River  77 0 0 

Sept. 20 
By Cheque to Mr. H. W. Johnson, for 68 rations, &c., supplied at Sydney 32 15 0 

.. By Cheque to Mr. Wm. Collie, for rations supplied at Grafton, on the 28th of 
August.............................................................. 3 18 1 

Sept. 22 .. By Cheque to John Pendered, for salary as Secretary from 26th August to 22nd1  
September, inclusive .................................................. . 16 0 0 

By Cheque to R. K. Allen, for conveyance of 1 adult by van to Goulbnrn 1 15 0 
By Cheque to Kirchner & Co., for 134 steerage passages to Grafton ........... 33  15 0 
By Cheque to Kirchner & Co., for 6 steerage passages to Grafton ............. 
By Cheque to A. S. N. Company, for 15 passages to Moreton Bay, 3 to Wide Bay, 

15 0 0 

Oct. 18 .. 
and 5 to the Hunter ................................................... 

By Cheque to A. S. N. Company, for 41 steerage passages to Moreton Bay 
o4  17 6 
16 17 6 

By Cheque to T. Fisher, for one Pair of boots ........................... .. .. 0 12 0 
By Cheque to Thomas Hogg, for carriage of luggage of C. Lancis and B. 

4 0 0 
17 

Richards, from the Clyde to Braidwood ................................ 
By Cheque to Levey & Murray, advertising in Sydney Dispatch. "To the 
Unemployed." ........................................................ 0  19 0 

I By Cheque to James W. Wauh, for stationery &c. ................ ........... 1 2 1 
i By Cheque to James Johnson, for rations supplied at the Benevolent Asylum . I 2 IS 0 
By Cheque to John Fairfax & Sons, for advertisements in Sydney Morning 
Herald.. ............................................................ 2 2 0 

Proprietor of Freeman's Journal, for advertisements. "To the lJneniployed." 1 7 0 
By Cheque to Henry Friend, for rations supplied at Gladstone, Port Curtis 3 6 2 

I 
By Clcque to Mollison and Black for 30 passages by the brig Maria ........... 
By Cheque to Mohlison & Black, for 1 passage to Wide Bay ................... 

100 0 0 
2  10 0 

By Cheque to Samuel Andrews, for conveYance to Bathurst of John White and 
3 0 0 

1 
Mararet White ............................................... ...... 

1 4 0 By Cheque to John Phegan, cleaning office ................................. 
By Cheque to John Pendered, for salary as Secretary, from 23rd September to 
20th October, inclusive ................................................ 16 0 0 

By C eque to John Pendered, for salary as Secretary, from 21st October to 27th. 
Octoberinclusive ..................................................... 4 0 0 

£855 159 



967 

I ACCOUNT WITH THE COLONIAL TREASURY. Dr. 

1858. £ s. d. 

Aug. 2 .. Cash in hand...........................................................44  17 5 

24 .. To Cash from the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer, paid into the Joint Stock 
Bank ...............................................................300 0 0 

Sept. 15 .. To Cash from the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer, paid into the Joint Stock 
Bank ...............................................................800 0 0 

Oct. 18 .. To Cash from the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer .........................210 18 4 

N0TE.—In the Account furnished with the Second Report there is a Clerical 
error of £14 5s., the actual balance in hand being £44 iTs. 3d., instead of 
£30 12s. 3d., as stated therein. 

JOHN PENDERED, 
Secretary. 

£ 88515 
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NE W S O UT H W ALES. 

GOLD FiELDS' REGULATIONS. 
(PROMULGATED UNDER 20 VICT., No. 29.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Pi-in ted, 5 August,1858. 

Department of Land and Public Winks, 

Sydney, 51h Augus?, 1858. 

GOLD FIELDS' REGULATIONS. 

JJIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, with the advice of the EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, has been pleased to establish the following Regulations, under the pre-

visions of the Act of Parliament, 20 Victoria, No. 29, for the Management of the Gold 

Fields of this Colony. 

JOHN ROBERTSON. 

GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

I. All regulations hitherto in force for the management of the Gold Fields of New Former regulation5 
South Wales are hereby repealed, and the following are substituted in lieu thereof. repealed. 

 

If. Wherever the term " Commissioner in charge of the District" is used in these Explanation of teim 
Regulations, it shall be understood -to mean the Commissioner entrusted with the general Commissioner.  

superintendence of one of the three Gold Districts of the Colony, viz., the Northern, 

Southern, or Western District; and the term " Commissioner" shall mean a Commissioner, 
Assistant Commissioner, or Sub-Commissioner, in charge of any particular portion of a 

Gold Field. 

III. The term "clu&n" shall b taken to apply to any authorised holding whatever, }xplanation of term, 
unless otherwise specified. 

I\. 
As a reward for the discovery of gold in any new locality, the Commissioner may, rrospmung. 

in his discretion, allot to any miner or party of miners discovering the same in addition to 

the claim which each individual would otherwise be entitled to, any number of claims not 

exceeding ten, if the discovery be within the limits of a known Gold Field, and not exceeding 

twenty, if at a distance of three miles or upwards from the liriiits of any known Gold Field; 

such claims to be in conjunction, and, if practicable, to be measured in a rectangular block, 

as hereinafter provided. For the purpose of this regulation a new locality shall be taken to 
mean ground previously unworked, and capable of affording employment to not less than 
fifty miners. 

V. Claims may be transferred to any authorized person; but such transfer shall not Transfer, 
be recognized until it has been registered in the office of the Commissioner. Any miner 

who shall, from illness, be unable to work, or who shall be in attendance at any Court of 

Justice, or whose absence from his claim is rendered necessary by some urgent business, the 

proof of which shall lie with him, shall, on application to the Commissioner, be entiled to a 

written registry to the effect that such claim is held in reserve for him, and a copy of such Registration. 
registry shall be posted by the miner on every claim so reserved. Any claim remaining Unworked elaim. 
unworked and unregistered for three clear days shall be liable to be forfeited. 

i424._A 
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Commissioner empowered The Commissioner may at any time make such temporary rules or orders 
to make temporary rules. 

not inconsistent with the Act 20 Victoria, No. 29, or with these regulations, as be may 

consider necessary for regulating the mode of washing at any stream or waterhole, for the 

prevention of injury of a public nature, by the deposit of tailings, or refuse from any 

cradle, torn, or sluice. 

Commissioner empowered The Commissioner shall have power to decide upon, and make any necessary 

order in, any dispute that may arise upon any matter connected with the Gold Fields' 

management, and not herein provided for; but no SUCh decision or order shall be inconsistent 

with the Act of Parliament 20 Victoria, No. 29, or with these regulations. 

Claims to be properly The holder of any claim on auriferous land of any description, except reefs or 

veins of quartz, shall, on pain of forfeiture, mark the boundaries of such claim by driving in 

at each corner a substantial peg, to stand at least one foot above the ground, which shall be 

kept at all times clear of rubbish or soil; and no person shall remove, injure, destroy, or 

cover any such peg. 

Claims to be worked All claims must be worked within fortycight hours after the boundaries have 
within 48 hours. 

been marked out. 
Mining allotment. ,  Each person holding a Miner s Right will be permitted to occupy and enclose 

for the purpose of residence, so much land, as may be determined by the Commissioner, 

not exceeding eight hundred square yards. 

Business allotment. xi. Each person holding a Business License shall be permitted to occupy for pur- 
poses other than gold digging, land not exceeding in dimension sixty feet by one hundred and 

twenty feet. The Commissioner may further allot to the same party, on payment of 

an additional license fee, additional land to an equal extent; and when such land is 

situated in a position detached from any tents or buildings, and away from any main road or 

line of stores or shops, the Commissioner may permit the same person to occupy, under each 

license, an area not çeeediig three times the above-named extent, and may also depart from 

the form of measurement. 
9rausfer of Business LI 
cense. A Business License may be transferred to any authorised person, and shall be 

available on any Gold Field to which the licensee may remove; provided, it be endorsed 

by the Commissioner. 

Inadmissible claims . . . . . No claim will be allowed in any position where, by its interference with the 

supply of water requisite for the public, by undermining or digging up of roads, or b.y .oLstuct- 

ing public thoroughfares, the general interests will be injured. 

XI'T. No miner shall dig upon or undermine any land enclosed by any authorzcd 
not to be worked without 
authority. occupant, or which is occupied by any building, or with machinery in connexion with mining 

operations, or used as a garden, or as a Government camp, police station, or for any 

public purpose. 

No sludge hole to be cut XV. No person shall dig into, cut away, or undermine the bank of any excavation 
to the damage of other 
miners, or hole containing sludge or water, in such a mnner as to cause damage to any claim, 

waterhole, dam-bank, drain, roadway, engine, mill, machine, or any substance containing 

gold, the property of any other miner or miners. 

Commissioner may allow XVI. Upon any four or more persons applying for a road or crossing-place over any 

gully, creek, quartz reef, or other obstruction, and guaranteeing that they will make the 

same if sanctioned, the Commissioner shall determine whether or not such road or 

crossing-place is necessary, and shall make such order relative thereto as he may deem 

requisite; and no person shall in any way resist the making of any such road or crossing- 

place after its formation shall have been authorised by the Commissioner. 

near roads to  XVII. Any miner having a shaft or hole within the distance of ten feet from any 
be fenced. 

road, foot-path, or crosiilgplaee in ordinary use, and not completely enclosed by the frame- 

work of the windlass, shall erect around such shaft or hole a substantial two-railed fence, 

the upper rail of which shall be at least three feet and a-half above the surface of the 

ground; and shall also, on leaving such shaft or hole either temporarily or otherwise, cover it 

with logs not less than six inches in diameter. 

Fences not toberemoved. XVIII. No person shall remove, east down, or destroy any timber or feiice placed 

for the purpose mentioned in the foregoing clause. 

Water privilege. XIX. A water privilege shall be taken to mean the rig'ht to convey, by ieans of a 

race, a specified quantity of water to any locality. Such water shall be measured by a plank 

sluice 
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sluice ]lead, having a sectional area of twelve inches by one, with a fall of one in twenty-four. 

Ground sluice heads shall have twice that sectional area. The water privilege will be considered 

distinct from the ground claim, and with the Commissioner's consent, may be held in cone 

nexion with fresh claims. All water privileges not used and upheld for a period of fourteen 

days in the case of alluvial working, and of one week in the ease of river working,  shall be 

held to be forfeited, unless such abandonment be explained to the satisfaction of the Com 

missioner. - 

XX. Applications for water privileges, or for permissiop to cut races for sluice Races. 

washing, and other purposes, must be made in writing to the Commissioner, who will not 

grant such privileges or permission if, in his opinion, the public interests would be injuriously 

affected by .a compliance with such applications ; and in cases where any uch water 

privilege has been granted, the water must be allowed to return to the ordinary channel 

whenever the Commissioner shall so direct. Persons wishing to divert water from races for 

the purpose of tomming or sluicing, may be permitted by the Commissioner to use the surplus 

water, on payment to the proprietors of the race of such sum as may be determined by the 

Commissioner, in conjunction with assessors appointed in the manner prescribed in the 14th 

clause of the Act 20 Vict., No. 29. Surplus water shall be taken to mean all water in 

excess of the extent of water privilege. 

Xxii. Persons desirous of constructing dams or reservoirs for washing Gold, maynams, Reservoirs, or 

apply in writing to the Commissioner, who will, if the same be unobjectionable, grant the "' 

requisite permission. The water contained in such reservoirs or dams, or in any wells sunk 

for domestic purposes with the consent of the Commissioner, shall be reserved fox the 

exclusive use of the holders. When, however, any dam or reservoir interferes with the 

working of the bed of a river or creek, or obstructs the supply of water for domestic pur-

poses, such dam or reservoir, if the Commissioner shall so direct, shall be temporariJylowered 

by the holder.. 

XXII. No machinery of any description, beyond the appliances for ordinary gold Machinery. 

washing, shall be erected on any Gold Field without the sanction of the Commissioner. 

Applications for permission to erect any machine used for gold washing must be made in 

writing to the Commissioner. Sanction will in no case be given until it has been shewn 

to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that a notice of the intended application has been 

posted for four clear days on the spot on which it is proposed to erect such 11 
machine, 

-and also at the Commissioner's Office. To prevent any injurious deposit of sludge from any - 

machine, a condition will be attached to the sanction for its erection that the owner 

shall, at any time, on pain of suspension of operations, dispose of the sludge in such manner 

as the Commissioner shall direct. 

ALLUVIAL CLAIMS OTHER THAN RIVER CLAIMS. 

XXII.I. Each authorised miner shall be entitled to hold under his Miner's Right Ex ent. 

four hundred square feet of alluvial ground, and such claim shall be marked off in 

the form of a square, each side lof which shall be twenty feet in length; and when 

there shall be two or more persons in any party, the claim shall be marked off in a 

rectangular form, the sides of which shall be in proportiofl to the number of such party, 

and shall be in length as follows, that is to say,—for two miners forty by twenty feet; for 

three miners forty by thirty feet; for four miners forty by forty feet ; and when from any 

cause it shall be impracticable to take the claim in the form above-mentioned, the Com-

missioner may sanction a departure from that form, and allow such quantity of ground as 

will give to each miner four hundred superficial square feet, provided that in no case shall 

any such claim exceed in length twice its breadth, nor shall any such claim be taken up 

lengthwise on the line of any known lead, but always across such lead, and the same extent 

of claim may be held on any kind of alluvial ground without regard to the depth of sinking. 

No more than four contiguous alluvial claims will be granted to any one party. 

RIVER CLAIMS. 

XXIV. Twenty feet frontage for each miner will be allowed in .the beds of rivers or 

main creeks, running across the whole bed, unless the Commissioner deem the river or creek of 

such a breadth as to render a division desirable, in which case he will determine the division. 

When, from a superabundance of water, or other cause, such claims cannot be worked, they may 

be registered, but will be liable to forfeiture if the occupation is not resumed as soon as prac- 

ticable. XXV. 
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ommissoner to make XXV. The Commissioner may make such orders, not inconsistent with the Act 20 V jet., 
ule,. 

No. 29, or with these Regulations, relative to the proper working of River Claims as to him 

shall appear expedient, which orders shall be in writing, and shall be signed by the Commis-

sioner, and shall be duly served on the owner of any claim to which they may apply; 

and any owner who shall neglect to obey any such order shall be deemed to have 

committed a breach of these regulations, and shall, unless good reason be sliewn to the 

satisfaction of the Commissioner for such neglect, forfeit his claim. 

Perione benefiting by When any race or tunnel shall be cut, or other operation performed, rendering 
roes to ,hare expense. 

1 such claim workable, any person benefiting thereby shall, before working such claim, on 

penalty of forfeiture, pay such share of the expense of such operation as may be assessed 

by the Commissioner and two assessors appointed in the manner prescribed in the 14th clause 

of the Act 20 Vict., No. 29. 

The number of claims of this description to be granted to any one party will not be 

restricted, provided that the same be taken in conjunction. 

QUARTZ CLAIMS. 

eflnif ion of the woi-ss XXVI. The word "Reef" shall be taken to mean any scam of quartz the average 
Iteef"and 11  Yein.11  

thickness i of which, measured n different places actually exposed to view, shall exceed si 

feet. All other seams of quartz shall, for the purpose of these reglations, be deemed to be 

Veins only. 

Extent. XXVII. The claim allowed to each miner on the line of any quartz vein or reef shall 

be twenty feet in the direction of the vein or reef, and the total number of claims to be allowed 

rarty 
for any one party of miners actually employed shall not exceed six: Provided that in all cases 

where any party of miners is only sinking or driving in search of gold, and shall not have 

found it in such quantity as to have induced them to extract it from the substance in which 

it is embedded, only one-half the number of men in proportion to the extent,  of claim shall 

be required to be employed on it. 

Quarts claims tobe XXVIII. Any miner or party of miners who may be in authoriscd possession of any 
marked by posts, 

quartz claim shall, for the information of all other persons, mark the boundaries of such claim by 

the erection of posts at each end of it, to be at least three inches square, standing two feet above 

the ground, and kept at all times clear of rubbish, .or anything which may tend to conceal 

them from view. And no person shall, on any pretence whatever, remove, destroy, or deface 

any such posts, nor shall any person erect any such posts with the view of inducing other 

persons to suppose that such ground is lawfully taken up and occupied. 

Wail between quartz XXIX. Between adjoining quartz claims a wall of three feet shall be preserved, and 
claim, to be allowed. 

whenever any miner, in marking off a new claim, shall have neglected to leave the proper 

space for the wall, the Commissioner may deduct the necessary length from the claim last 

marked off, and assign it as a wall between such claim and the adjoining claim first marked. 

And, in like manner, when any miner or miners shall have marked off more than the proper 

width for a wall, the Commissioner may curtail such eeess, and assign it to the holders of 

the claim first marked; or, if be deems it advisable, may order the boundary posts of the 

claim last marked to be removed to their proper position. 

Extent of Vein,. XXX. When, in sinking for quartz, any party of miners shall strike a number of 

veins, none of which shall be a reef within the meaning of these regulations, they shall be 

entitled to hold and work such number thereof, exclusive of any cross course, as shall not 

exceed twenty feet in the mean thickness, to be ascertained by measurement in different 

parts, and they shall be entitled to follow such veins downwards, as hereinafter provided, 

unless it be shewn that from the union of two or more of them, or increasing thickness, the 

united veins have become a reef within the meaning of these regulations. In such case the 

Commissioner may allot any of the remaining veins, but in all eases the original holder or 

holders shall be entitled to select the veins adjoining each other, which they will hold and 

work : Provided such veins lie within a breadth of thirty yards, and do not exceed in tot1 

thickness the quantity specified in this regulation. 

True position of reefs XXXI. No person shall sink within fifty yards of any unabandoned shaft sunk on 
being uncertain how 
dealt with, the supposed line of a reef or vein, until it has been proved to the satlsfactlon of The Corn. 

misJoner that two or more nearly parallel reefs or veins do really exist in that particular 

site, in which case the miners first sinking shall be entitled to select which reef or veins 

they 
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they will hold; and the Commissioner may allot the others: but if any miners shall sink 

at a distance of not less than fifty yards from the line of shafts sunk on a supposed line, and 

find any reef or vein, then in such case the reef or vein struck at such distance shall be 

adjudged to them, and not to those who first sank on the supposed line. 

The holder of any quartz claim shall he entitled to occupy, where practicable, Sface area attached to 

a surface area of thirty feet on each side of his shaft, throughout the length of the claim, 
qUOFtZ claims 

for the purpose of depositing rubbish and stone, raised from the claim : Provided that when 

any such claim shall run through or under any alluvial or surface soil supposed to contaip 

gold, it shall be lawful for any authorised person to take away or work'any such earth or soil; 

and such person shall remove the same from within the boundaries of the surface area 

attached to the quartz claim, within a reasonable time, to be determined by the Commissioner. 

XXXIII. No person shall sink or drive within fifteen feet of the centre of any shaft. Sinking or Driving 

Miners occupying any portion of a quartz reef or vein, shall be entitled Miners to follow quartz 
reefs or veins in any 

to follow and work it in any direction that such reef or vein may take : Provided they direction. 

do not trespass upon the claim of any other miner on. the same line, or upon ground which 

may properly belong to the claim of such miner, or upon any part of the wall separating, 

the claims: Provided also, that when any reef, vein, or bed of quartz shall lie nearly 

horisontally, or at a 1CSS angle with the horizon than twenty degrees, the holders of any claim 

shall be only entitled to follow such reef, vein, or bed of quartz in the direction of the dip, 

for a distance not exceeding fifty yards from the point where they commenced to sink in 

search of any such reef, vein, or bed of quartz. 

When any quartz reef, or a portion thereof, shall exceed in thickness thirty Reefs of great thickness  

feet, the Commissioner may, on the application of any miner, reduce the length of any claim 
how dealt with. 

where it shall exceed the above mentioned thickness, in such proportion as will leave each 

original holder an extent of fifty square yards, to be measured on the horizontal 

section of the reef, as nearly as the angle at which the reef stands will permit; but in all' 

cases the original holder shall be allowed to retain the whole, provided he employ upon the 

reef a number of men proportionate to the area. 

XX'XVI. When any miner shall make a drive or adit into any.unoccupied hill or range iliners to be allowed to 
take up reefs discovered 

in search of any quartz reef or vein, he may take up and hold, any reef or vein that he byadits. 

may select, and with it such reasonable amount of wall as shall be necessary for its 

preservation; and no miner working in any adjoining claim shall in any way interfere 

with it, or with the wall attached to it. 

When any two or more nearly parallel reefs or veins of quartz, occupied Reefs uniting, to whom 

and worked near the surface by different parties, shall be found in their descent to unite, 
to be a judged. 

he united reef or vein shall be deemed to belong to the party who first opened and worked 

one of such reefs or veins, or to any person or persons to whom they may have transferred 

their claim: Provided that if it be shown that the claim first opened has not been worked in 

a boad fine manner throughout, or that the reefs or veins were commenced to be worked 

simultaneously, the Commissioner may make such division of that portion of the united reef 

or vein as shall appear to him to be just. 

When any reef or vein of quartz, shall be found in its descent to divide Reefs dividing as they 

into two or more distinct veins, any one of which shall be a reef within the meaning of these 
descend, how adjud"ed 
 

regulations, the Commissioner may call upon the bolder of the claim first opened and worked 

to elect which reef or vein he will hold, and to allot the others: Provided that in all cases 

the original holder shall be allowed to work both veins until the miner to whom the Com-

missioner may have allotted the other vein shall have struck it, and shall be allowed the 

use also of any shaft or drive which he may have sunk or driven. - 

When, in order to determine any dispute, it shall be found necessary to Boundary of quartz 
lay down the boundary of a quartz reef claim, the general plane of which reef descends at an 

claims how laid down. 

angle with the horizon of less than ninety degrees, or when the plane of the reef is not 

perpendicular, the boundary line shall, in all cases, be a line laid off at a right angle with 

another 

* 424—B 
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another line passing through the surface peg, marking the boundary of the claim at the end 

in dispute, and another point visible, and as distant as possible on the, known line of the 

reef; and, in all eases where the general direction of the reef is not.known with certainty, 

it shall be competent for the Commissioner, previously to any measurement made below, to 

fix upon some distant point which shall be taken to mark the direction of the reef for the 
purpose of deciding the particular dispute then before him. 

PerSon
1y
s o stack cuart 

XL. Any person who wishes to retain posession of any quartz-stone., casng, or 

other substance containing gold, the product of a quartz claim, may do so for any period of time 

not exceeding one year, although the claim from which it was taken has been relinquished 

Provided that he stack such stone, casing, or other substance, in a proper manner upon 

ground not supposed to, be workable, and erect close to such stack a post with his name, 

address, and date of stacking legibly painted thereon; and no person shall remove, deface, or 

damage, any such post so erected, or remove any quartz-stone, easing, or other substance, so 

stacked. Any st-one, casing, or other substance taken from a claim, and not so stacked, 
shall be deemed to be abandoned and forfeited. - 

EXTENDED CLAIMS. 
Extent. - XLI. Where the expense attending the erection of mining machinery or works 

is likely to be great, or where the poverty of the ground will warrant it, the Commissioner 

may on application, allot to each miner proposed to be employed on such work an extended 

claim, not to exceed in area four ordinary claims: Provided that each miner so to be employed 

be placed to work on the claim within a time to be fixed by the Comiuissioncr, and be actually 

kept employed during the holding of such claim, unless it be shown to the satisfaction 

of the Commissioner that the working thecof is necessarily suspended. Every such extended 

claim shall be laid out in one block, and shall not exceed in area twenty ordinary claims. 

Four clear days notice of the intention to apply to the Commissioner for an extended claim 

must be posted on the ground by the applicant. This regulation shall apply to all extended 

claims whether Matrix Quartz, Alluvial, or River; and in the event of any of the conditions 

not being fulfilled the Commissioner may direct the forfeiture, or such diminution of the 
claim as may meet the justice of the case. 

Ext claims alreadj 
LXII. Nothing in the foregoing regulations shall be takeh to prejudice the right to 

occupation of any extended claim sanctioned by the - Commissioner preiriou'sly to the 

publièati of these regulations, so long as the conditions attending such sanction be fulfilled. 

- AURIFEROUS TRACTS. 

XLIII. Two Classes of Leases of auriferous tracts and quartz 'reefs will be granted. 

- lst.—Leases of eight acres of alluvial land, fire hundred yards of a river Lcd, 

or four hundred yards on the linilof a quartz vein, will be granted for a 

period limited to two years, at an annual rent of £5 per acre, £5 per 

hundred yards of River bed, or £5 per' hundred yards of Quartz Vein 
respectively. 

2nd.—Leascs for a longer period, and for greater extent of land will be granted, 

at a Royalty, on the gross produce of gold. - 
Lca.es.of two years' 
dunicn. - XLI'S'. Persons desirous of obtaining leases of the First Class may make appli- 

cation in writing to the Commissioner, who will submit- the same to the Government through 

the Commissioner in charge of the District, who will issue the lease, if the application be 
approved. 

(1.) Each such application must set forth the machinery to be used, and describe the 

proposed method of working the claim, the extent and nature of preparatory work to be done, the 

number of men whom the applicant undertakes to employ within a stated period, the 

constitution of the Company, the number of shares and the names of the shareholders. 

(.) The rent for each year must be paid in advance, and the application for the lease 

must be accompanied by the sum of £5, as 'a deposit, to be forfeited should the lease, when 
approved, not be taken out. - 

(3.) Pending the decision of the Government, the Commissioner in charge of the District 

may authorize the. party applying for a lease temporarily to occupy, at his own risk, the 

- ground 
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ground sought to be leased: Provided that a notice, in the form A hereto appended, signed; by 
the applicant, shall have been posted for six clear days - on a copspicuous part of the claim, 

and also at the Commissioner's Office, and that no objection has been taken to the granting 

of the lease; and further, provided that during the said period, the claim shall have been 

marked out at each corner with posth not less than three feet in height. 

(4) The Commissioner in charge of the District may likewise sanction the cutting of 
any 
race or the performance of any other operation necessary for the pro,fitable workina of any 

claim under lease, although such race or other operation may not be on the ground 

actually leased, provided that such sanction be not prejudicial to the public interests. 

(5.) No such lease as aforesaid shall interfere with the right to any claim or claims 
held prior to the date of the application for such lease. 

(6) Where, from floods or other unavoidable causes, the ground shall, in the.opinion 

of the Commissioner, be unworkable, the lessee shall not be required to continue the employ-
ment of the stipulated amount of labour. 

XLV. Applications for leases of the Second Class must be addressed to the Corn- 
L two missioner and. be  accompanied by a deposit of £50 to nieet èxpeses which may be y0a 

incurred in deciding upon the application, and also by the following information 

A description of the land required for lease, and a plan shewing the extent of 

the auriferous portion, as well as of that required for setting up machinery, 
erecting dwellings or offices, or for otherpurposes. 

The term or period for which the ground is required. 

The consideration, in the shape of Royalty, on the gross produce which it is 
proposed to pay for the privilege of niinizig on it, being not.less than oaeper 
cent.-  

The proposed plan of working it, stating the kind and power.. of machinery 
tobeused. . . 

5 The minimum number of men whom it is proposed to e'aaploy.  

0 The tiiae after approval of the application which will be allowed to elapse before 
the work will be commenced. - 

The time which will-  elapse, and the work to be done, before the number of men 
so tated will be employed. - . .. . -•. . . 

The constitution of the Association or Company by which the ground will be 

worked, the proposed distribution of 'shares, and the amout & capital subscribed. 

XLVI. The Commissioner in charge of the District shall forward to the Government 
Mode of dPaling with 

every such application, with his report thereon. He will also cause the applicant to dis- applicant,. 

tinguish, by proper posts, the land for which be has applied, and to set up as well thereon, as 

at the Commissioner's Office, a notice in the form A hereto appended, defining the nature of 

the application. If at the end of fourteen days after such notice has been duly posted, no 
objection be preferred to the Commissioner in charge;  respecting the lease of such land, be 
will be empowered to grant leave for the immediate occupation of it, at the risk of the 

applicant, and subject to the decision of the Government as to the terms on which the 
lease will be granted. 

XLVII. The Government will entertain applications for leases under these regulations 
Lascs not exceeding SI 

for periods not exceeding twenty-one years, subject to the ful]owing conditions, and any others 

which, from the special nature of the application, it may be desirable to add :- 

That the ground applied for has been abandoned or is unoccupied, 

That a right of entry at all times for the, purpose of 'examining works books, 

and accounts be reserved to the Government, or to those whom they niny 
appoint. 

That such books be keptin a form to satisfy the Government as-to the quahtit 
of material operated on, and the gold obtained. 
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That accurate plans and sections, showing the mining operations, be kept by 

the Association or Company, and that copies of these, showing the progress 

made, be forwarded half-yearly to the Government through th Commissioner 

in charge of the District. 

That the gross produce of gold be forwarded by escort to the Mint at Sydney, 

for valuation by assay. 

That one-third the subscribed capital has been paid up. 

XLVIII. The infraction of any of the conditions of a lease will involve the forfeiture 

thereof. 

FORM OF NOTICE A. 

I (or we) hereby give notice that I (or we) have this day made application for a lease (here 

state the Ici in) of the ground within the surrounding marks, measuring 

by Date. 

Signature. 
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1858. 

L,tIattbe cmbI, 

NEW SOUTIEI WALES. 

GOLD FIELDS' COMMISSIONERS. 
(LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 5 August, 1858. 

(CrRcuLx.) 

Department of Land and Public Wrrks, 

Sydney, 5th August, 1858. 

SIR, 
I have much satisfaction in being at length enabled to forward to you a few copies of 

the Government Gazette Extraordinary of this date, containing the Code of Regulations for 

the management of the Gold Fields of the Colony, established by His Excellency the 

Governor General, with advice of the Executive Council, under the provisions of the Act of 

Parliament, 20 Vict., No. 29. 

I sincerely trust that these Regulations, in the framing of which much anxious 

attention has been bestowed, will be found to work advantageously for the general interests 

of the mining population. 

It is not my present intention, nor indeed does it appear to be necessary, to 

attempt any prSeis of the contents of this code. But I desire to invite the attention of 

yourself, and of those acting under you, to the very large powers vested by these Regulations 

in you, such powers being given, not because it was thought that the mining population 

iequired to be repressed or controlled by any unusual authority, but becuse it was felt that 

to limit too much the discretion of Officers far removed from the seat of Government, and 

who would frequently be called upon to act under circumstances which it was wholly 

impossible to foresee, would, in effect, be to retard the development of the Gold Fields. 

I wish, therefore, to impress upon you the paramount necessity of using these large 

powers, not arbitrarily or capriciously, but with firmness on the one hand, and with fairness 

and moderation on the other. 

Whenever you may hesitate as to your proper line of duty in any case, I beg of 

you to bear in mind, that you will best interpret the intentions of the Government by acting 

towards the mining population in a spirit of conciliation. 

You will be particular to make known to all those acting under you the purport 

of this communication. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

JOHN ROBERTSON. 

* 425...... 
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1858. 

ctla1tUe 2oormblp. 

NEW SOTJTII WALES. 

GOLD FIELDS. 
(REPORT FROM COMMISSIONER IN CHARGE OF WESTERN.) 

Ordered by  the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 8 August, 1858. 

HALF—YEARLY REPORT. 

THE Cow1TssIoNEi IN CHALGE OF THE WESTERc GOLD FIELDS to THE SECUETARY 

FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

Western Gold Fields' Oce, 

Sofala, 20 July, 1858. 

Sia, 

I have the honor to submit my Report on the Western Gold Fields for the 

half-year ended on the 30th of June, which has been deferred in consequence of my absence 

in Sydney and the pressure of business since my return. 

THE TURON. 

This field extends in the course of the river, running from north to south, a distance 

of about 40 miles, commencing about 10 miles below the source and terminating at a place 

known as the "Golden Ridge," below which, for a distance of from 12 to 15 miles, to its 
junction with the Macquarie, the river is, for greater convenience of jurisdiction, comprised 

within the Tambaroora District. The field extends westward over a table-land, the level of 

which is ditant from the river an average of 4 miles, and in extent is some 5 miles by 7. 

Over all this field miners are dispersed, in many parts thinly scattered and in other localities 

collected together, their residences occasionally forming small hamlets. The population of 

this gold field was estimated, in a Return prepared by me in the month of May last, at 

4,500 since that period about 600 Chinese have been added to the number. The pro- 

duction of gold since the date of my last Report has continued to increase—the weekly 

average of quantity at the present time despatched by Escort to the Mint being not less 

than 850 ozs. 

At about the central portion of that part of the river forming the gold field is 

situated the flourishing Township of Sofala, containing from 600 to 800 inhabitante. 

Sofala, at the present time, is marked by an appearance of great activity and prosperity. 

The former buildings, of bark and slabs, are rapidly giving way to improved structures of 

weather-boards, with shingled roofs; and I am assured that the contemplated sale of the land 

to the present occupants is likely to lead, at no distant period, to time erection of brick 

buildings. 

At Sofala there are three cbnrehes,—Church of England, Roman Catholic, and WeF- - 

leyan. There are also in ihe district &ur schools. The Church of England Denominational 

&hool at Sofala numbers 150 scholars. 

421—A Within 
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Within the district there are 34 licensed public-houses, and a large number of stores 

and other places of business, inclusive of many conducted by Chinese. 

On this, more than on any other of the Western Gold Fields, the tendency to super-

cede, by machinery and a combined system of labor, the more simple methods of working 

is observable. The river portion of the field affords great facilities for • enterprises in 

which the main agency will be supplies of running water, and for embarking in which the 

new Regulations about to be issued will afford a more liberal scope and a greater security. 

The quartz vein resources of the district are again attracting attention, and I hope at no 

distant time to be able to report favorably as to its prospects in that respect. 

The staff on this field consists of the Commissioner in charge of the Western Fields, 

having the immediate management of the Turon Field and acting as Police Magistrate ; a 

Sub-Commissioner, acting as Clerk of Petty Sessions and also performing the clerical duties 

of the office of the Commissioner, with a Police Force numbering nine. 

TA MBAROORA 

This field, although comparatively limited in extent, has perhaps outstripped any 

other of the Western Fields in its progress during the last six months. It is situated on a 

table-land immediately overhanging the junction of the Turon and Macquarie Rivers, the 

lower portion of the former river being, as before remarked, comprised within that district. 

The table-land in extent does not exceed 3 miles by an average breadth of half-a-mile, 

although, as in the case of the Turon, there are workable creeks leading bothinto that river 

and into the Macquarie. There is what may be termed a township at Tambaroora, but on 

a far smaller scale, and evidencing a much more tardy progress than Sofala. Tambaroora 

is distant 24 miles from Sofala, the road lying for 8 miles along the river, and then over, 

for the most part, a most rugged country. The great drawback to Tambaroora—that is, 
the table-land portion as a gold field—is the want of a sufficient supply of water, which in 

any quantity has to be preserved in dams or reservoirs. A running stream it is impassible 

by any labor to obtain, otherwise the soil is so generally impregnated with gold that an 

immense yield would be procured. The great recent attraction on this field has been a vein 

of a most peculiar character, and of considerable richness. Between two walls of 

solid rock there is a kind of fissure of a softer rock, about six feet in width. After 

penetrating a depth varying from 8 to 60 feet, a small seam of decomposed quartz is met 

with. This seam is of great richness, having yielded, it is asserted, in some claims many 

hundreds of pounds. It has invariably, when reached, produced a large quantity of gold. 

The fissure has been traced for upwards of a mile, and the termination has not yet been 

ascertained. So great, however, is the labor of sinking to this seam of quartz, where the 

depth is great, that numbers of the miners have been compelled to abandon their claims 

from want of means to pursue the sinking. The population of Tambaroora was estimated, 

in my Return above referred to as prepared in May last, at 2,000, to which may now be 

added about 300 additional Chinese. The weekly average of gold now forwarded by Escort 

from that place amounts to about 500 ozs. 

There are at Tambaroora two churches,—one of the Church of England, and one 

Roman Catholic. 

The staff on that gold field consists of a Sub-Commissioner, acting as Clerk of 

Petty Sessions, and a Police Force to the number of five The district is under the charge 

of the Assistant Commissioner for the Meroo, who is Police Magistrate for, and visits, 

Tambaroora. In the district are twenty-five public houses, and numerous stores and other 

places of business. 

PILE MEROO, (INcLUrnNG LoIJIsA CREEK.) 

Some 20 miles distant from Tambaroora, and lying about the same distance on 

that side from Mudgee is Louisa Creek, the site of the Assistant Commissioner's camp. 

Louisa Creek runs on an elevated piece of land, and ultimately falls into the Meroo, of 

.which it is a tributary. The Assistant Commissioner's camp is situated on this creek, 

about 3 miles from the river, and 4 miles from Avisford, formerly the site of the camp. 

It is advantageously situated as occupying a central position for jurisdiction over the 

extensive Meroo field. The field known as the Meroo comprises the Upper and Lower 

Meroo and numerous important tributaries, including Louisa Creek. In extent, from end 

to end, it is not less than 70 miles, and in many places of considerable width, especially on 

the 
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the upper portion, where the country is comparatively level; and workings have been carried 

along the banks of the river, and main creeks, and back for distances of from a quarter to 

half a mile in some localities. There is nothing of the nature of a table-land gold field 

in the Meroo District, unless at a place known as the Pyramul—being the head of a creek 

of that name—and at Louisa Creek, the former Site of the Colonial Gold Company's 

operations, and of the present Government camp. The miners of the Meroó District, 

occupying so vast an extent of country, are necessarily more scattered than on any of the 

other fields, and yet collected together in some of the favorite localities. Richardson's 

Point, on the Centre Meroo, and distant some 7 miles from the Government camp, is the 

settlement of most permanent character in this district. It is in contemplation, as in the 

case of Sofala, to dispose of the land now occupied at this place, and to lay out a township. 

The Oriental Bank are now erecting a building at Richardson's Point; and I have 

recently removed the Police Station, composed of a corporal and two troopers, from Avis-

ford to that place. 

In the district are four churches,—two of the Church of England, one Presbyterian, 

and one Roman Catholic. There is also a school at Louisa Creek, under the denominational 

system, attached to the Church of England. There are in the district thirty public-houses, 

and numerous stores. 

The Meroo field has been long worked, but along the course of the river, and in 

some of the principal creeks, are afforded facilities, second only to the Turon, for extensive 

operations by means of water, the supply of which is considerable. * 

The population of the field in May last I returned at 6,200, to which may now be 

added 700 Chinese, since arrived. 

The production of gold has continued steadily to increase, the quantity now sent 

weekly by Escort averaging 900 ozs. ; this is inclusive of that sent from Mudee, which 

is obtainea on the Meroo. 

The staff for this district consists of an Assistant Commissioner, acting as Police 

Magistrate, and having also the charge of Tambaroora; a Sub-Commissioner, acting as 

Clerk of Petty Sessions, and a Police Force numbering eight. 

STONEY CREEK, (INCLUDING .MERINDEE.) 

Stoney Creek, although the most recently opened field of any consequence, yet is 

at the present time considerably behind the other fields both as to population and produce. 

The main workings of this field are comprised on a level summit of the range dividing the 

waters falling into the Macquarie and the Bell Rivers, some 15 miles from- the junction, 

and distant about 3 miles from either. From this vicinity the Muekerawa Creek, an old 

and almost worked but field, falls into the Macquarie. The workings on the higher lands, 

or main workings, may be said to extend about three miles by one. There have been con-

siderable, and are now some workings, on the creeks comprised within this district, inclu-

sive of " Stoney Creek," which gives the name to the district. The great drawback to the 

progress of this district is the want of a sufficient supply of water, which has, as in the 

case of Tambaroora, to be preserved in dams and reservoirs. The field also, as regards 

alluvial working, has not proved to be of equal richness with any of those before named. 

On the other hand, there is a greater promise of extensive and payable quartz workings, 

and there is good reason to expect that its resources in that respect will be tested so soon 

as the new Regulations are issued. 

Within the jurisdiction of this district are the lesser gold fields of Ophir, Burren-

dong, and Merindee. The latter field, although situated on the Lower Meroo, I have 

recently detached from the charge of the Assistant Commissioner at Louisa Creek to that 

of the Assistant Commissioner at Stoney Creek, with a view more to equalize the duties of 

those officers. 

Ophir may be said to be almost abandoned, there being but about 60 miners engaged 

on the old workings. 

Seven miles below the junction of the Muckerawa - Creek with the Macquarie, and 

from 1 to 2 miles back from that river, near to its junction with the Cudgegong, is the 

"Burrendong Gold Field." This is a small and long-worked field. It has produced consi-

derable quantities of gold. There have been many cases of wonderful individual success, 

the  
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the gold being much scattered, and in large pieces; but as a general working, it is the most 

precarious of the Western Fields. It numbers at the present time some 300 inhabitants. 

]3urrendong is attached to the district of Stoney Creek, the Assistant Commissioner from 

which holds a Court of Petty Sessions therein every alternate wcck, and which Court like-

wise adjudicates for Merindee. 

Merindee is situated on the Lower Mcroo, close to the junction with the Cudgegong. 

It is distant 16 miles from Buriendong. The gold field is very limited in extent, being 

merely a flat of about a mile in length by half-a-mile in breadth, lying along the bank of 

the river. It has only been known as a place of any note for about twelve months. A 

considerable quantity of gold was procured about that period, but the success was most 

unequal, the workings being of the same character as those at Burrendong. The present 

population is about 400. 

The population comprised within the jurisdiction of the Stoney Creek Assistant. 

Commissioner, by my estimate in May last., was returned at 1,400, to which may be added 

now 400 Chinese. 

The quantity of gold forwarded weekly from Stoney Creek is, at an average, 180 ozs. 

The Merindee gold, however, finds its way to Mudgcc or Louisa Creek. 

The staff for this district consists of an Assistant Commissioner, acting as Police 

Magistrate, a Sub-Commissioner, acting as Clerk of Petty Sessions, and a Police Force 

numbering six. The district contains 26 public-houses, and numerous stores. 

I enclose herewith the Reports of the Assistant Commissioners having the manage-

ment of the fields of the Meroo and Tambaroora, and Stoney Creek. 

There are in the western country many gold workings in localities distant from the 

places named, none of which have, however, attained sufficient importance to be considered 

as gold fields. I may instance the Cudgegong River ; Pipe-clay Creek, 20 miles beyond 

Mudgee, on the other side from the Mcroo; Winburndale Creek, lying between Bathurst 

and Sofala, towards the latter place; King's Plains, in the direction of Carcoar, distant 

from Stoney Creek and Sofala respectively about 70 miles; also "Fitzgerald's Swamp" and 

"Campbell's River," in the Bathurst country. The three last-named places have recently 

been mentioned to me as likely to become permanent workings they are of late discovery. 

The urgent requirements of the established fields have not admitted as yet of these places 

being visited by myself, or an Assistant Commissioner; but it is my intention that they 

shall shortly be visited and repotted on. The fact of their existence as gold workings 

evidences the extent over which gold is distributed in the western country. 

On reviewing the progress of the Wcstern Fields for the past half-year, I fed 

justified in offering to you my congratulations on their steady advancement and future 

prospects. The yield for that period, as delivered by Escort at the Royal Mint, has bcen 

63,032 ozs. 8 dwts. 3 grs., as compared with 47,334 ozs. 12 dwts. 17 grs. for the same period 

of 1857. 

The population, as returned in my estimate prepared in May, was then computed at 

14,156, since which time it has been augmented by about 2,000 Chinese, making at the 

present moment a total number of 16,156, or, in round numbers, 16,000. Of these the 

total European male adult population is estimated at 4,756; women and children, 5,000; 

Chinese, 6,400. The number of persons occupying premises for business purposes may be 

taken at 350, and these may be estimated as onc-fuurtb of the number employed in, and 

supported by, the trade and other avocations, apart from mining, on these fields. 

The number of Miners' Rights issued up to the 80th of June, during 1858, is 6,408, 

and the number of Business Licenses for the same period, 240. It must, however, be borne 

in mind that these figures do not represent the numbers of persons actually holding rights 

and licenses, as all those taken out after the 30th June, 1857, had not fallen due at the 

same period of 1858. Many have been taken out in the course of the present month, and 

a considerable number have failed to renew the Miners' Rights expired on the 30th of June. 

The greater urgency for obtaining the fees from large bodies of Chinese, coupled with our 

limited means, has up to this time utterly precluded the adoption by the Commissioners 

of coercive measures with respect to that section of the European miners who have proved 

themselves indisposed voluntarily to comply with the Act. In any case, however, the 

tedious course prescribed by the Act of procedure by summons would render the attempt 

at 
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at coercion practically abortive. In respect to the Chinese the Commissioners have been 

compelled to anticipate the introduction of the contemplated amending Act with regard 

to summary arrest, rather than permit the alternative of large bodies of these people being 

in unauthorised occupation of the gold fields. 

In the natural course of things, as localities yielding a return by working small 

quantities in the ordinary method are becoming more rare, these gold fields are now,  

passing through the change from the former system to that, the principle of which is the 

working by combined labor and machinery large quantities at a small per centage of profit, 

but which experience has proved to produce, in the aggregate, greater returns, and a more 

even and certain result to mining operations. A great impetus to this change will be 

afforded by the new Regulations now about to be issued; and under their provisions there 

is every prospect that the problem as to whether the numerous quartz reefs that intersperse 

all our fields are to afford an extensive field for operations and permanent gold workings will; 

before the expiration of another twelve months, be fully solved. 

The Chinese immigration has of course been the most prominent fature in connec-

tion with these fi3lds during the last half-year, and although I have on several occasions 

fully reported on the subject, it may be proper here briefly to allude to it. There is 

undoubtedly a strong feeling against these people on the part of the miners, but I am disposed 

to the opinion that this feeling, which met the commencement of the influx, has not increased 

with their augmented numbers and a further experience. A considerable section of the 

mining community carry their prejudice to an extent dangerous to the public peace, but the 

severity with which any movements having such a tendency have been at all times met 

by the officers on the Gold Fields, has given a wholesome cheek to any proceedings of the 

character referred to. In localities where there is a scarcity of water the European miners 

have undoubtedly had cause of complaint against the Chinese. This evil has, however, been 

to a great extent- remedied by the diversion, as far as possible, of the Chinese from such 

localities, and regulations made for their management. I cannot see that in any other way,  
the Chinese immigration has been of any real injury to the miners. As a rule, although 

impatient and irascible, they are peaceably disposed and inclined to be governed by the laws, 

so far as understood by them. Any designed or unprovoked -offenive measures on their 

part against the Europeans there is no probability of. Ubey:re very industrious, earning 

apparently a good livelihood from the poorest ground. They work for the most part in 

bodies of from 20 to 40 on their first arrival, but decrease those numbers after a time. They 

are becoming good customers to the trading community, other than the puhlicans. There 

is, however, I must add, great difficulty in obtaining from them payment of the Miners' 

Right fee. It is probatly the custom in their coun try to eiade taxes, as they appear to be 

punctual and regular in their business engagements.. - 

At the present time, when the gold fields of New South Wales are attracting more 

general attention, and being more recognized as an important branch of Colonial industry 

than at any period sinie the reaction from the interest of the first discovery, I have thought 

it right, even at the risk of overstepping the boundaries of my usual Half-yearly Report, to 

offer to the Government the fullest information in my power as to the position, extent, 

present condition, and future prospects of those fields entrusted to my charge. 

THE HONORABLE 

THE SaCRETARY FOR 

LANDS AND PUBLIC Woius. 

I have, &c., 

HAROLD MACLEAN, 

Commissioner in charge of 

the Western Gold Fields. 
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Gold Conrnissioiur's Office, 
Stoney Creek, 1 July, 1858. 

Sin., 
I do myself the honor to submit my Half-yearly Report on the District under 

my charge. - 
During the past month I have visited the gold fields at Ophir, Burrondong, 

Merindee, and the Lower Meroo, for the purpose of issuing Miners' Rights and Business 
Licenses. At the first named locality there are about 60 miners working in the led of the 
Summerhihl and Ophir Creeks, runny of whom during the late dry weather were well 
repaid for their labor. Some parties are now engaged in testing, by deep sinking, the 
surrounding ranges. At Burrendong there are about 200 miners, the majority of whom 
are engaged on a quartz vein lately opened in that, neighbourhood. A few only have been 
successful; for this branch of gold mining is too laborious, and requires an amount of 
capital which the ordinary digger is unable to command. 

Merindee and the Lower Meroo, lately attached to this district, contain a population 
of about 400 miners, of whom one-third are Chinese ; most of them are at present opening 
up new ground on the Meroo—with what degree of success I have been unable as yet to 
ascertain - 

The Trot -, a-k and Stoney Creek are still, as stated in my last Report, principaly 
occupied by Chinese. They have erected three stores, and obtained large supplies from Syd-
ney, from which I think it probable that a considerable addition to their number may shortly 
be expected. No difficulty has as yet arisen between them and the European miners, 
although in some instances complaints have been made of their tendency to waste water. 
Their general conduct has been remarkably peaceable and orderly. At the Quartz Reef 
several parties are still sinking, with every prospect of success; and I have already received 
five applications for leases of 100 yards of this and other veins in the vicinity. 

I estimate the mining and business population of this district at about 1,200, of 
whom 400 are Chinese. There have been issued since the 1st January, 491 Miners' 
Rights, and 43 Business Licenses; the disparity of these numbers with that of the esti-
mated population is accounted for by the fact that nearly all the Chinese having passed 
through otLer gold fields were provided with Miners' Rights on their arrival here, and 
that many of the Licenses of the European population will not be due until later in the 
year. The amount of gold forwat-ded by Escort during the half-year was 4,127 ozs. 
13 dwts. 7 grs. ; time small quantity sent is chiefly attributable to the very dry weather 
during the summer, which prevented a large portion of this gold field from being 
profitably worked; and also from the fact, that the gold obtained at Ophir, Merindee, and 
the Lower Meroo, does not pass through the Stoney Creek Escort—the former being sent to 
Orange, and the latter to Louisa Creek. 

I have, &c., 
WIIITTINGDALE JOHNSON, 

Acting Assistant Gold Commnissio ar. 

The Commissioner in charge of 
the Western Gold Fields, Sofala. 

Louisa Creek, 
- 3 July, 1858. 

Snt, 
I do myself the honor to report on the Meroo and Tambaroora Gold Fields, for 

the past quarter.. 
I have issued, for the three months ending the 30th of June,—Miners' Rights, 

2397; Traders' Licenses, 89. 
The amount of gold transmitted by Escort during the same period was 19,209 ozs. 

15 dwts. 5 grs , to which may be added the amount left at this station by the Mudgee 
Escort, viz , 3,465 ozs. 7 dwts. 3 grs., all of which is the produce of this district; making 
a total of 22,675 ozs. 2 dwts. 8 grs. 

By the above returns it will be seen that these gold fields still continue in a very 
flourishing condition, and from their permanent character and extent, there can be little 
doubt that they will continue so. 

The Chinese population continue quiet, and, with the exception of giving great 
trouble in the collection of their License Fees, are well conducted. 

The European miners are generally contented, and doing well. They bear very 
-little good-will towards the Chinese, but I apprehend no serious disturbance aumoag them at 
prescut. 

The men under my command, with one exception, have been steady and well-

'behiaved. 
The horses, though poor, are still healthy, and, barring one, sound. 

I have, &c., 

W. BROWNE, 

The Commissioner in Charge of Assistant Gold Commissioner. 

the Western Gold Fields, Sofala. 
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WESTERN GOLD FIELDS. 
(LETTER FROM MR. COMMISSIONER MACLEAN RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 26 October, 1858. 

Ma. CoMMIssIoNER MACLEAN to THE UNDER SECRETARY FR LANDS AND PUBLIC WoRKS. 

Western Gold Fields, 

So/ala, 9 October, 1858. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information of the Honorable the. 

Secretary for Lands and Public Works, a communication from Mr. Sub-Gold Commissioner 5 Oct., 1858 

Johnson, reporting the opening of a quartz reef at Burrendong, attended by instances of 

very great individual success, and also of other quartz reefs in this district. 

It will be observed, the likelihood of the reef at Burrendong proving to be a 

permanent working of a rich character has not yet been fully tested. 

I propose myself shortly to visit Burrendong, when the necessity, or otherwise, of 

establishing a Sub-Police Station at that place will be more apparent. 

I have, &c., 

M. FITZPATRICK, ESQ,, IAROLD MACLEAN. 

Under Secretary for 

Lands and Public Works. 

[Enclosure.] 

Gold Commissioner's Qffice, 
Stoney Creek, 5 October, 1858. 

I do myself the honor to report on the recent success and important discoveries 
of the miners in this district. 

2. Some time since, as stated in my last half-yearly Report, an auriferous quartz vein 
was opened at the head of Spring Creek, Burrendong, from which, however, at that period, 
no great quantity of gold had been obtained. In the latter end of August a large nugget, 
weighing upwards of 142 ozs., was discovered near the surface of a reef by a man named 
Thomas Harvey, whose success attracted a considerable body of miners to the spot, and in a 
short time active operations were commenced on the supposed line of the reef. During the 
ensuing fortnight a further amount of abDut 275 ozs. was procured by Harvey and his party, 
making a total of 421 ozs. as the result of their labor for little more than two weeks. In 
the adjoining claim no less than 446 ozs. were obtained from three buckets of decomposed 
quartz, and during the past mouth upwards of 100 ozs. from other parts of the reef, making 
in all about 821 ozs. as the known produce of the reef during the past month. All of this 
gold, with the exception of about 200 ozs. remaining in my hands for safe custody, has been 
sent to the Mint for coinage. 

* 559— 3. 
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The gold was found embedded in small quartz veins, or leader, dipping into a very 
steep hill at an angle of 450 It is the opinion of competent judges, that when the main 
reef, which must be at a considerable depth, is reached, a very heavy deposit of gold will be 
obtained. About 150 miners are employed on the reef, and I have every reason to believe 
that extensive and permanent workings will be carried on in this locality. 

Considerable success has also attended the deep sinking operations in Burrendong 
Flat—as much as 36 ozs. having been procured in one week from a single shaft, and many 
other claims have been proportionably remunerative. There are at present 300 miners at 
Burrendong; but, as the recent successes will doubtless draw a considerable population to 
this spot, I consider it necessary, for the preservation of order, that a detachment of the Gold 
Police should be stationed there—to accomplish which it will be requisite that authority be 
given for the removal of the old police station from its present site to Spring Creek, which 
could, I think, be effected at an expense of not more than £30. 

I may also mention that several discoveries of quartz reefs have been made in the 
vicinity of the Iron Bark and Stoney Creek, which doubtless will eventually prove highly 
remunerative when skill and capital are brought to bear upon them. One steam crushing 
machiner has already commenced operations, and another is in course of erection, so that the 
auriferous capabilities of the reef in this neighbourhood will shortly be tested. 

I have, &o., 

WITTINGDALE JOHNSON, 

The Commissioner in charge Acting Assistant Commissioner. 
of the Western Gold Fields. 

1 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

GOLD FIELDS. 
(DISCOVERY OP GOLD IN THE M'INTYRE BROOL) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 1.2 May,1858. 

Thu SURVEYOR GENERAL to ThE UNDER SEC ETARY volt LANDS AND PUBLIC Wos. 

Surveyor General's Office, 
Sydney, 27 April, 1858. 

SIR, 
I have the honor to forward herewith a specimen of Gold found in the M'Intyre 

Brook, in the Darling Downs District, and forwarded to this office by Mr. Surveyor Wood, 
with the following remarks:—" Gold certainly does exist in the M'Intyre, and, from what I had 
"an opportunity of seeing, I should say in sucient quantities to pay. Enclosed I send a 
"specimen taken from the M'Intyre Brook by Mr. Brown, about one mile below his Inn. I 

might here remark, that, from the character of the country, there can be no doubt that 
"gold exists in Canning Creek, Musquito Creek, Bodumbah Creek, and the heads of the 
"M'Intyre; also in Canal Creek, Reedy Creek, and Thane's Creek. Towards the heads of 
"these creeks the appearances are stronger than lower down, and, in many parts, I consider 
"the indications so strong that I believe they would pay for working." 

I have, &c., 
GEOIWE BARNEY, 

Surveyor General!  
THE UNDER SncauTA1Y FOR 

LAiws AND PusLIc Woiucs. 
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NEW SQTJTH WALES. 

DISCOVERY OF GOLD 'AT PORT CURTIS. 
(CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislath,e Assembly to be Prinled, 5 August, 1858. 

M. C. O'CONNELL, EsQ., C.C.L., to THE CHIEF CosniIssIoNa OF Cxow LANs. 

Gladstone, 25 November, 1857. 
Sat, 

As it is possible some exaggerated accounts of t.he,,recent discovery, of a 

promising gold field made by me in this district may reach Sydney, I deem it a duty I 
e individually ow., to my country, although one no longer within the sphere of my official 

responsibility, to lay before you, for the information of the Government, an account of what 

has actually taken place here, with reference to this matter, up to the present moment. 

Having occasion, in the, prosecution of my duties as Crown Land Commissioner, 

to leave Gladstone on the 11th of last month, on an extended tour to the northern portion 

of my d.strict, and having long felt convinced that some part of the country I was about 

to travel over was auriferous, I adopted, at my own private expense, on a small.scale, a 

measure which I should longago (had I remained GoyernrnentResident) have recommended 

on a more extended one, as a public expenditure. 

I took with me a very competent practical miner, and on arriving at the outside 

limit of present occupation on the northern frontier of the Colony,—tht is, on the very last 

station,—on Saturday, the 17th November, 1 caused some pans of earth to be washed, and 

discovered, both in the beds of creeks and on the surface soil of the surrounding country, 
very promising prospects of gold; and then extending, my researches over ,some four or five 

miles of ground adjoining, in almost every instance found spangles, or, as it is' technically 
termed, "the, colour of. the precious metal." 

I afterwards had some holes dug to a depth of seven or eight feet, to w1at 

appeared to be the bed rock, but without reaching, any more promising washing stuff than 

was found on the surface; and eventually, after passing one day's jourOey beyond all 
occupatior, and,  des:oting six .to the development of this very important question, I 

succeeded in obtaining (as a specimen only) about half a ponnyw'eight of fine gold. 

But a report of this discovery, had already brought up from Gladstone another 

party of four, to continTle the prosecution of the research, and they, although not well 

provided, and eventually disturbed by the aborigines, returned with some gold of a much 

heavier description than any I had found, and, moreover, obtained at another and more 
southern locality than the one I had tried. 

In consequence of these discoveries, the inhabitants of Gladstone have provided 

rations and equipment for a party of twelve persons, who leave this on Monday., under an 
engagement to prosecute the research for gold for a period of six weeks. 

I am fully persuaded—and all those practical miners who have had oOi'tunitie 

of examining the ground are of the same opinion—that there is a rich and extensive gold 

field in this neighbourhood, and 'the existence of gold in, the soil has been verified over a 

distance, in a straight line, of some sixty or seventy miles; that is to say, it has been found 
at different points within these limits. 

427— ' 8. 
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',.:.'... 

The geological f&a'tureAf6T-the èountry, taken in conjunction with the fact of gold 

being actually found, are7 quite sufficient, I think, in the eyes of all who have some 

knowledge of the affinitis of rocks and minerals in other localities, to warrant the belief 

that this is a metalliferôus country. 

The principal rocks on the north bank of the Fitz Roy—and the same formation 

appears again on the Calliope—are serpentine, of many very beautiful varieties, and in large 

máses, with consideable veins of metal, bearing quartz in close connexion with calcareous 

spar and white limestonel  and in.  a.dditi6n to these, I 'have observed 
clay'slate,'potphY1Y 

and many pebbles of jasper, chalcedony, and ironstone. 

I am not yet in a position to address you officially with a request to have a gold 

field proclaimed, and merely forward this communication as much excitement has been 

caused her, and inquiries may be addressed to the Government on this subject. 

I have, &c., 

M. C. O'CONNELL, C.C.L. 

• 
THE CHIFF CoMMIsSI0NEn0' CROWN LAtDS, .'. 

Sydney. • • .  

ed for the information of the Honorable the Secretary for The foregoing submitt  

Lands and Public works. 
GEO. BARNEY. 

18 December, 1857. 

. .  

M. 'C. O'CoNN1cL, ESQ.,. C.C.L., to Trnt ChEF CoMMIsSIONER 
OF CROWN LENDS. 

29 Juy, 1858. 

SiR, 
In aeference to a communication I addressed to youtowards.

tbe conclusion of 

last year, reporting for the information of Government, the discovery I had made of what 

appeaied tome to be a piomising gold field on the north bank of the Fitz Roy Rivei, 

I have now the honor tO'draw your'attentiOn to the results of the measuren I initiated for 

the purpose of giving development to these important resources of the District of Port 

2. The daily press will have already made you acquainted with the fact of public 

attention having bee'iiattracted'bYthe accounts published of the quantity f gold obtained 

by 'the party working 7at my instigation for this purpose, and I am enabled to add, although 

my letters containing the detailed tatdments of what:has been 
 effected have not yet reached 

me, that I can assert, from private sources of il3forrnation, an easily accessible and remune- 

rating gold field has been discovered. 

'3. As one of the consequences of this discovery is that a considerable increase to 

the population of the District of Port Curtis may be anticipated, and as I have already been 

applied to by several persons who are about to remove thither, I consider it my duty to 

request you to be good enough to lay this matter before the Honorable the Secretary for 

Lands and Public Works, and to urge upon him the necessity of taking some immediate 

steps for affording adequate protection to life and property on these new gold fields. 

My reason for feeling somewhat anxious on this point is, that I know the locality 

about to be taken up to be on the very outskirts of occupation, and in the immediate 

neighbourhood of very numerous tribes of wild blacks, some of whom have already evinced 

a hostile feeling, by a night attack (about two years ago) on Mr. Elliot's station, when they 

killed one man,'and severely wounded Mr. Elliot himself. 

This fact, taken in connection with an anticipated collection of persons from all 

parts of the Colony, most of them unaccustomed to such close contact with wild aboriginals, 

makes it seem to me advisable that I should be furnished with authority to take up with 

me from Sydney a few men, (say a sergeant and three troopers,) to be stationed on the 

Fitz Roy; and I would request your concurrence in an application to the Honorable the 

Secretary for Lands and Public 'Works to sanction this expenditure. 
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6. I beg to add, that no matter how great the emergency, it will be impossible to 

obtain any then on the spot; and that a- reference. to Sydney, after I once get back to Port 

Curtis, 'iii in all probability, involve a delay of about three months. 

-.Ihave, &c., 
M. C. O'CONNELL, C.C.L. 

Ti Civav CoMMissIoNEn ov -CRowN LANDs. 

Forwarded to the Hororable the Secretary for Lands and Public Works, with 

reference to Capt. O'Connell's former communication, submitted on the 18th December last, 

and in full confidence that he will cause such step to be taken as he may consider necessary 

for good order, and the proection of life, on the opening of the probable gold fields by 

diggers and others. 
GEO. BARNEY. 

SO July, 1858. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY FoR Ls AND PUBLIC WoKs 
to THE Crv COMMISSIONER 

or CRowN LANDs. 

ff Depai Iment of Land and Public Wo: ks, 

Sy,dn.ey, 3 August, 1858. 

Referring to the letter from the Commissioner of Crown Lands for- the Port 

Curtis District, respecting the discovery of a gold field on the Fitz Roy River, which was 

forwarded by you under blank cover on the 30th ultimo, I am directed to apprise you that 

the Secretary for Lands and Public Works does not think it necessary to authorise (at any 

rate until further information is received) so large a force of additional -police as a sergeant 

and thiee troopers, as proposed by the Commissioner. 

2. It appears, however, that by some mistake the troopers for the Port Curtis Corn- 

missionei were put upon the Eatuiiates one less than was d intende Mr. Secretary Robertson 

thinks, that being the ease, and the increased requnements of the district from the gold 

discovery also being considered, it will be proper to phce at the disposal of Captain 

0 CouncIl two 'idditional troopers to be emplo>ed temporaril), until more rehatile informa-

tion is received 

- 3. I am to state, that on account of the urgency of the case, this decision was corn- 

inunicated to Captain O'Connell at a personal interview, which he had on the 31st ultimo 

with Mr Secretary Robertson, with a verbal authority to proceed accordingly.  

4 I am to request that you i  will instruct Captain 0 Connell, if still in to'in, to lose 

no time in proceeding to his district, and when there, to report - upon the prospects and 

Tequirements of the new gold field. . 

I have, &c.; - -- 

. MIcL. FITZ PATRICK. 

THE CHIEF CoMMIsSIONER oF CROwN LANDS. 
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NE W SOUTH WALES. 

GOLD FIELDS. 
(CANOONA, PORT CURTIS.) 

Ordered by the Lcgislathe Assembly to be Printed, 14 October, 1858. 

M. C. O'CONNELL, ESQ., to THE COLONIAL SECRTAIW 

C'anoona Gold Fields, 

3 October, 1858. 

As I have no doubt the Government of New South Wales must be anxious 

for information from this spot, I have determined upon sending in to•morrów morning by Mr. 

Inspector Harrison of the Detective Police, who has offered to go into Rockhampton for this 

purpose, an account of what have been the occurrences of the last week in this place, in order 

that the same may be laid before His Excellency the Governor General for his consideration. 

2. As, however, I am writing at night in my tent, with a very indifferent light, and 

without even the convenience of a table to write upon, I must beg you to accept this as an 
apology for the hurried nature of my communication. 

The extraordinary influx of population which has taken place here within the last 

few days from Sydney, and its subsequent quite as extraordinary reflux, has been a spectacle 

which has occasioned me—as, doubtless, the knowledge of the first part of this movement being 

in progress has occasioned to the Government—a feeling of very considerable anxiety for the 

preservation of the public peace and the maintenance of good order in this locality. 

It is now scarcely a week since the arrival of steamers and other vessels with large 

numbers of passengers took place at Rockhampton, and yet already by far the greater 

number of persons who came up by these opportunities have returned, or are anxious to 
return, to the places from whence they came. 

There has evidently been great disappointment amongst these persons in the hopes 

they entertained as to the beflefits which were to ensue to them from their visits to these 

Gold Fields; and I fear there will be much consequent distress, and in many instances want 
and privation. 

I have caused, yesterday and to-day, a computation to be made, by the Pchice, of 
the numbers now present on these diggings, and I find from the return to me, thade by Mr. 

Inspector Read, that there are about 1,200 persons located here—a considerable number of 

whom, however, I fancy to be still unsettled in their determination of remaining. 

It is evident that a complete panic has taken possession of the minds of 

all those who have hurriedly quitted other occupations in Sydney to hasten hither, tempt.cd 

by the acenunts of the quantities of gold obtained by the first diggers at Canoona; and this 

feeling of alarm at finding themselves so far from their homes, without the facility of picking 

up gold immediately on their arrival, has proceeded to such an extent that the stream of 
immigration has almost entirely ceased, as between Rockhampton and this place. 

I am aware also, that niany persons have turned back on the road, discouraged by 

the accounts they received, and that they have disposed of their little property in tools 

and conveniences at a ruinous sacrifice—or have even thrown it away to be picked up by 
whoever might choose to appropriate it. 

* c 190—A 544_. 9. 
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There is therefore at Rockhampton, I fear, a stagnation in the tide of population, 

which may work into very considerable evil if measures be not taken to arrest it; and I 

write by this same opportunity to Mr. Hutchinson, the Clerk of Petty Sessions, pointing out 

the steps I wish to be taken to provide for the immediate maintenance of the absolutely 

destitute; and I have requested him to forward you a copy of my letter, in order that you 

may be aware of what I have done in this matter. 
But I am given to understand that many other vessels may be expected to arrive, 

and I feel that whatever palliatives may be adopted to soften the distress which must be 

expected to ensue from the concourse of such large numbers of a disappointed people, the 

only remedy consists in pushing, as rapidly as possible, the search for some extension of the 

deposit of gold, which has hitherto occupied and rewarded the labor of those engaged in its 

research. - 
1 consider it my duty, therefore, for the present to station myself here, and urge 

this matter as one of most vital importance, with all the dispatch attainable; but I feel that 

I am placed in very extraordinary circumstances, and I trust the Government will extend 

to me full powers to act in accordance with my judgment and the exigencies which 

surround me. 
It is unavoidable but that some expenditure must be incurred, and as it is 

impossible I can communicate with the Government, and obtain its saneti9n to the adoption 

of measures which may be of immediate necessity, I hope I may be relieved from that 

uneasiness of feeling which necessarily attaches to having to act entirely on my owI respon- 

sibility, without any authority whatever for so doing. 
1 am at the, present moment adopting measures to provide for the maintenance of 

the entirely destitute at Rockhampton, and I must also incur some expense here in pushing 

the prospecting of the country, more in anticipation of an expected influx of arrivals than 

for the immediate wants of those who are employed on the spot—and yet absolutely essential 

as both these matters are, they are, strictly speaking, no portion of my duties, and I find 

that I am incurring a larger amount of responsibility than I feel comfortable under. 

I must now briefly advert to what seem to me the causes of the disappointment 

and pahie which has so rapidly succeeded to the elation of hope, which led so many persons 

to forsake their homes and their business in Sydney for this distant place. 

It appears that the 500-or 600 persons who were here previously had fully occupied 

the portion of' ground upon which gold has been as yet found, and not having felt any 

necessity for pushing out further, no attempt had been made to prospect or develop the 

further lead of the gold. The new arrivals, finding they could not profitably establish them-

selves where the old diggers were employed, became almost iinniediately discouraged, and 

many obstacles presenting themselves to their search for new ground in the want of water, owing 

to the dry season, and in the impossibility of obtaining horses or carts to carry their 

washing stuff to water when they could obtain it, they, with very few exceptions, after one 

or two days residence, returned to ltoekhampton to seek a passage back to Sydney. 

It will be evident to the Government, from the rapidity with which this tide of 

population made its flow and ebb, very little attempt can have been made by its labor to 

develop what may be the resources of this district as a gold producing country, and I am 

not as yet prepared, by any means, to state it as my opinion that these Diggings are a 

failure On the contrary, I have seen many persons who are doing well, and I believe the 

greater numbers of those now present will remain. 

I am, however, too short a time here to speak authoritatively on this subject, 

having only arrived on Friday evening; but, during the ensuing week, I hope to be able to 

communicate to you some authentic information. 

I beg to state in conclusion, that, as far as I can learn, none of the accounts sent 

down from hence of the produce of gold which caused so much excitement in Sydney, and. 

created such a rush, have been exaggerated. The gold was actually obtained, and with great 

facility, but the space occupied is now nearly exhausted, and no new ground has as yet been 

discovered. I have, &c., 
M. C. O'CONNELL. 

THE HONORABLE 

THE CoLONiAL SncnTARY. 

- WM. 
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WM. HUTCHINSON, ESQ., to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

(Privatc.) 

Police Court, Rocicitampton, 

Six, 
6 October, 1858. 

I do myself the honor, by the direction of Captain O'Connell, to transmit the 

enclosed copy of a letter addressed by him to me, uider date 3rd instant. Not being under 

instructions to report officially, I have selected the thedium of a private letter to do so, in 

order to supply you with such information as I can afford touching the existing state of 
affairs here. 

Sinee Captain O'Connell's departure for the diggings on 29th ultimo, the resident 

management of the Police and Camp has devolved on inc This afternoon, however, I propose 

o transfer it to Mr. Cloete, who, I am infoimed arrived in Keppel Bay yesterday. 

11 have endeavoured to make the presence of a Police Force rather heard of than seen, 

as well with a view to avoid collision with the people as to conceal its weakness --(3 constables, 

the remainder of the Constabulary, being with Captain O'Connell at the diggings.) From 

the state of excitable discontent which prevailed amongst the many who, during the 

past, week, returned disappointed, on two occasions I had special reasons to anticipate 

disturbance; but I am happy to say that up to the present time peace and good order have 
been maintained. 

Fearing that the congregation of a destitute and discontented population would lead 

to injurious results, and materially embarrass the local authorities, I have taken upon myself, 

in the absence of Captain (J'Coneell, to consent to an infringement of the Passenger Act, by 

clearing several vessels, although aware that they were intended to convey a greater number 

of passengers than by law allowed. The urgency of the case will, I trust, be accepted as 

sufficient excuse; indeed, had I not done so, I should have been compelled to anticipate the 

authority contained in the enclosure of this letter. As it is, I have been able to refrain from 

incurring so great an expense, and hope to continue to do so until his return. It may be 

well fir me here to 'mention that., at the ship's cost, I have taken ever possible 
recaution that 'a sufficiency of water and provisions had been provided for the number of 

passengers actually intended to be conveyed. 

The present aspect of affairs here is very unpromising. Crowds of people continue 

to arrive, of whom the greater number seem utterly unprovided with money or provisions; 

and, consequently, failing to find gold in abundance on the surface of the ground, are com-

pelled by necessity, or impelled by fear, to endeavour to return. As, however, Captain 

O'Connell has reported on this head, further comment from me is unnecessary. 

I have, &c., 
THE HONORABLE WM. HTJTCIIINSON.. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

P.S.—During the day the "Eagle" and several other vessels have arrived. Pas-

sengers no sooner land than they are eager to return. The greater number of those who 

are now leaving for Sydney have not passed this station, and of such as have proceeded to 

the diggings only a small fractional part have put a spade in the ground. Judging from the 

most reliable information and concurrent testimony, the gold hitherto procured has been 

raised from one tract or patch of ground, beyond the limits of which it has not yet been 

obtained in paying quantities. Prospecting parties are now, I believe, out in several direc-

tions to find the lead, or break now ground. The success they may meet with remains to be 

seen. Many parties who ought to be competent judges still entertain strong favorable anti-

cipations; but in the absence of personal inspection of the field I do not venture to offer any 

opinion of my own. Not only are the people returning, but the greater bulk of the goods 

consigned to this market will be returned. The A. S. N. Company have reduced return-

fares to £3 lOs., and sailing vessels are taking passengers for £3. Very many, however, are 

unable to raise even such small amounts. I write in the midst of great confusion and 

frequent interruptions. 

[Enclosure 
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fEnclosure to the foregoing,] 

Canoona Gold Field, 
3 October, 1858. 

SIn, 
As from the great number of persons who have gone down from hence to Rock-

hampton, many, I fear, in a state of complete destitution, it is possible some serious distress 
may exist, and be the cause of greatpublie inconvenience, I have to request you, as the only 
officer of the Government on the spot, to cause notices to be posted calling on persons willing 
to offer to send in to you tenders for the rates at which they will supply meat, flour, tea and 
sugar for rations as the Government may require the same; and I authorise you to accept 
the lowest tender, and apprise the tenderer that as his accounts fall due monthly they will 
be paid by my orders upon the Government in Sydney. 

Having secured the means of providing rations, I beg you to invite the co-operation 
of Mr. Commissioner Wiseman and Mr. William Archer, in aiding you to form a Committee 
amongst the many persons of respectability who are now at Rockhampton, for the purpose of 
deciding on the claims of the really destitute to Government support. 

Such persons as the Committee may recommend as being unable to maintain them-
selves I authcirise you to place upon the Government list, and to have rations issued to, 
upon the condition—which should be strictly enforced—that they form a distinct encampment 
at some distance from the township, near the lagoon at which I myself wa.s encamped before 
leaving Rockhampton. 

You will be good enough, with the aid of the Committee, to form such a scale of 
rations as they may determine on, taking 10 lbs. flour, 10 lbs. meat,-1  lb. tea, and 2 lbs. of 
sugar as the maximum for the adult male. 

I request you will also forward a copy of this letter by the earliest opportunity to 
the Honorable the Colonial Secretary in Sydney. 

I am, &c., 
Wm. Hutchinson, Esq., M. C. O'CONNELL, 

Rockhampton. C. C. L. 

INSPECTOR READ to THE INSPECTOR GENERAL or POLICE. 

Fits Roy Gold Fields, 

3 October, 1858. 
Sin, 

I trust that you will not think me dilatory in communicating with you, but 

the fact of my not having anything of consequence to report—being very much put about, 

and even now having to write on the lid of a box, under a tree—I hope will plead sufficiently 

for the delay. 

The whole party enjoy good health. 

The "City of Sydney" arrived in Keppel Bay on the Friday after our departure. 

The "Samson" came alongside and took half the passengers to convey them to Rockhampton, 

a distance between forty and fifty miles. I went with the first party for the purpose of 

communicating with Captain O'Connell, or other•  persons in authority there. The FitzRoy 

River is very difficult, and we went up a wrong channel for some hours, and had to return 

to Keppel Bay in the evening, where, to our great surprise, we saw a large steam vessel 

coming down the channel which we had just left, and, on inquiry, found it to be the "Yarra 

Yarra," who had made a similar mistake, and being navigating it for two days before they 

discovered their mistake. By good luck next morning we fell in with the matO of the 

"Pirate" (which had run aground, as well as many other vessels which are now lying high 

and dry there), the mate piloted us to Rockhampton, and on Saturday evening I succeeded in 

seeing Captain O'Connell, but he had not received any official communication from Government, 

and, therefore, could not give mc any instructions, so I returned as quickly as possible to the 

"City of Sydney," which I reached on Sunday evening, and on Monday morning got my 

men and horses on board the " Samson," which brought us to Rockhampton by the evening. 

We pitched our tent, and had to remain until Wednesday morning, as I could not get a 

conveyance for our goods, which I found to be two dray loads. I also had to purchase flour 

and other articles to take to the diggings, having been informed that great desttution 

prevailed. I.agrecd to give £25each for the drays, and £3 lOs. besides for moving the 

goods at Rockhampton, making a total of £53 10s. (fifty-three pounds ten shillings). The 

second dray only arrived here this morning, in charge of constable Clarke, who endured 

great fatigue and privations, as well as the rest of us. In consequence of the state of the 

roads, in several places the goods had to be unloaded and carried on the men's shoulders. 

I arrived here on the morning of theist instant, having pushed on with the troopers. 

We were two days performing the journey, and bivouacked the first night on the banks of 

the 
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the Twenty-five Mile Creek: anything but a pleasant position, as the place is infested with 

alligators, to the great terror of parties camping in the nèighbourhood_.-(the night previous, 

one, some thirteen fet long, was seen within a few feet of my tent at Rockhampton) On 

the march I was obiiged to dispense with •a tent, and sleep with the troopers—our saddles 

for pillows, and cloaks our only covering. We met numbers of the diggers returning in a 

wretched plight, giving a most unfavorable account of the diggings; amongst whom were 

several respectable persons from Sydney,- but so altered in appearance- and dress that I 
Scarcely knew them 
- - 

Notwithstanding this there are many here-doing well, particularly those of the fiist 

"rush," amongst whom are many of the unemployed who *erOseñt at the expeuse of the 
Government. - 

I have seen large quantities of -gold and several nuggets,—one 3 oünces,dug since 
I have been here. 

Capt. O'Connell arrived here yesterday, and has pitched -his tent near tis. Our 

present Camp is not a permanent one, as the diggings will hort1y be moved; and he has not 

as yet issued any orders for the regulation of the Gold.Fields, but, is about to do -so. I have 

not - as yet received.any rations from - him, although I have spoken several times upon the 

subject, and I asked him last night to thakë arrangements with sôme storekeepers fèr a supply,  
as the mode in which I have been purchasing will come very expensive. -- - 

-; - 

There are several parties out prospecting, and I am in hopes to have better news in 
say next. - 

The intense heat causes great suffering, although there is little or no illness. The 
water is very bad.  

The horseshoes, as ordered, have not been sent, and the Police tents are all small 
OncS. 

I saw the two Correspondents of the Herald returning yesterday, as cliscomfited as the 
rest. - I shall communicate the earliest further intelligence. - 

- . - - - - - - Ihave, &c., 

W. R. READ, 

- Inspector in Charge of Detachment. 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE. 

- PS.—Inspeetor Harrison arrived last night, having come up the river in a waterman's 

skiff. He has got Constable Koy specially employed, and Constable Musgrove remains for 
the present at Rockhamptou. - - 

INSPECTOR HARRISON to THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 05' POLICE. 

- - - Rocichampion, 6 October, 1858. 
SIR, 

I have the honor to forward for your information the following particulars 

relative to this district. Mr. Read and the troopers left here on Wednesday, the 29th ult., 

the constables followed the day after, with the exception of Musgrove, who is here with the 

Clerk of Petty Sessions; the force here now Consists of four men. On Tuesday, the 28th, 

I started, accompanied by Captain Hunter, of the mail steamer "Adelaide," Constable Kaes 

and another, for the diggings in a small skiff. We arrived within ten miles of the diggings 

in the boat, and performed the rest of the journey on foot. The diggers were far more 

orderly than I expected to find them from the reports that had reached Roekhampton; indeed 

there were very few disord€rly characters there. The number of tents on Sunday were 268, 

and about 1,200 diggers. There is but one sly grog-shop, which is kept by * * * * * * * 

but up to the present time I have not heard of a single robbery or act of violence. I rode 

down from the diggings yesterday, bringing despatehes from Captain O'Connell for Sydney. 

Rockhampton is in a very unsettled state, so much so that both yesterday and to-day mobs 

were assembled at different places, and I am satisfied that it would have taken a very slight 

spark to have broken down the barrier of order and have caused an open riot. Stump 

orators of course were not wanting, one of whom did the utmost in his power to excite the 

mob, and even proposed seizing the vessels for the purpose of returning to Sydney. Although 
* c 190—B 
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the man made himself remarkably conspicuous I could not possibly get a slant at him as it 

would probably have brought about the very disorder we are striving to avoid. The 

individual in question left to-day by the "Wonga Wonga" on his return home. Although 

there have been a great niany threats thrown out against the storekeepers, I know of no 

instance in which any depredation has been committed; and as Captain Moody this afternoon 

has lowered the fares of the Compani's boats from £0 to £3 lOs., and a heavy rain having 

set in, will in a great measure reduce the place to order. I, myself, from what I have seen at 

the diggings, feel very sanguine that an extensive gold field will be discovered in a very 

short time; and the fact of these parties returning is no criterion wherefrom to judge; 

as, at the outside, not more than one in twenty ever put a spade in the ground--and at least 

one-half of the arrivals never visit the diggings at all. 

The storekeepers are naturally very anxious about their property, but I tclieve, should 

a disturbance take place, there are quite sufficient well-disposed persons heieto protect them-

selves and property, as, on the first day of our arrival, Captain Moody, Mr. David Moody, 

Captain Hunter, and-Mr. Lloyd, were al-lsworn.in  asspcciaI constables, and there are plenty 

more volunteers. 

The weather is not nearly so hot as I expected to find it, and there is absolutely no 

aickness at all. Mr. Cloete and the constables arrived to-day, by the " Wonga Wonga," 

but they have not yet landed. 

I have, &c., 

C HAS. E. HARRISON, 

TUE INSPE(TOR GENERAL OF POLICE, Insp Pete. Police. 

Sydney. 
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Crown Lands' Office, 
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SIR, 
I do myself the honor to report to you, for the information of the Govern-

ment of His Excellency the Governor General, that I returned yesterday from my visit to 

the scene of the Gold Diggings on the Fitz Roy River. 

I found about 200 persons collected there; all were finding gold in satisfactory 

quantity. Five separate companies of diggers., whom I questioned, informed me that they 

were realizing thirty shillings per diem per man. I saw one nugget over three ounces, and 

many varying from one to two ounces. One party which I was watching washed out near 

three ounces whilst I was there. The gold is now found away from the bed of the small 

watercourse, which can scarcely be called a creek, about five miles from the river. They sink 

wells for water in the said watercourse, with which the stuff is washed. They have to carry 

it a quarter of a mile on their own or on horses backs—a great impediment. The gold is 

chiefly nuggety, or granular, with much oxide of iron on it, found within a foot of the surface. 

They refuse £3 lOs. per ounce, but that might be more than its value. Two parties had 

dug holes thirty feet deep in search of gold on the bed rock: they had sunk thirty feet, 

throwing out serpentine and quantities of white clay, which the miners call burnt quartz. 

Some experienced American miners just arrived—men of some means—seemed to think well 

of the diggings, and of the general appearance of the ranges. Of course they advised the 

parties above-named to dig down deeper. Every one is anxious on this subject, as it will 

decide the permanency of the diggings. 

From what I have now seen of the exact appearance of the ground where the gold 

is found, I can certify that there are numerous tracts, or rather patches, of two to three or 

to four miles square, amongst the mountain ranges, between all the creeks running into 

the Fitz Roy from the north and north-west. I myself have seen several; of course, many 

more not seen exist; I could not mistake the ground when once seen. The loose stones on 

the surface and the vegetation is quite peculiar, and almost confined to these places. The 

variety of coarse grass growing there indeed I have not observed elsewhere. The bed rocks 

are of granite, porphyry, sienite, serpetine, and argillaceous scbists. Along the range called 

by me Parnassus and Polygon, lying between the Fitz Roy River and Shoalwater Bay, as 

shewn in the small pencil sketch I forwarded to you, such tracts may be found, and on 

I'rinehester and Marlborough Creeks several. Between those two creeks is a high serrated 

range, originally called by me Sierra Rubra, from the very red appearance its rocks tinged 

with oxide of iron present under the setting sun, which has on its flanks numerous such 

spots. They are also t found on the base of the range which lies between Broad Sound 

497_ and 
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and the waters of the Mackenzie and Isaac. If gold is found in deep diggings where the 

miners are now at working, I think it may safely be predicted that there are valuable gold 

fields on the Fitz Roy. 

Considerable changes may be expected. Gladstone is now nearly deserted. All 

produce required at the diggings will be landed at Rockhampton, from which to the diggings 

the road on the north bank would not be more than twenty miles. I intend soon to go down 

the Fitz Roy with Mr. Clarke, the surveyor, to have his opinion of a spot between the mouths 

of the Fitz Roy and of Casuarina Creek, which I have heard from Mr. Cohn Archer may be 

suitable for a seaport town. The water in Casuarina Creek is deeper than in the Fitz Roy, 

and there is no bar. Should such be the case, Keppel Bay may become a shipping place of 

importance. 

I am aware that I need not allude to the necessity of official supervision at the 

diggings, but I would desire to call attention to the necessity for the presence of a Chief 

and other constables at Rockampton. Complaints are frequently made to me about the 

dangers arising from men roaming about in uncontrolled drunkenness. Also, there is already 

3 great increase of complaints from masters about the absconding of their men. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. H. WISEMAN, 

C. C. L. 
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Crown Lands' Office, 
Gladstone, 20 September, 1858. 

SIR, 
When addressing you on the 7th instant on the subject of the prospects and 

progress of the Canoona Gold Fields, I had hoped to be enabled to forward an additional 

ommunicatiOfl by the overland mail, which closed on that evening; but having to attend the 

I'olice Court on that day I was unable to do so. 

Since then no opportunity of writing to Sydney has presented itself, except by the 

"Albion," a vessel I understood to be bound for the Fits Roy River until she was under-

way, and it was too late to overtake her; but as the "Eagle" steamer had left this on the 

10th instant for Rockhampton, and was expected back on the 13th, I did not deem the delay 

of much consequence. 

The "Eagle," however, only returned this evening, having grounded on some of 

the shoals in the Fits Roy, and having been detained in consequence nearly a week beyond 

her anticipated time. 

I may mention here that I sent my coxswain, who had a good knowledge of the 

intricacies of the river, to act as pilot on board the "Eagle," but as it was his first trip with 

a vessel drawing so much water, it is not surprising, in an unsurveycd channel, such a 

detention should have occurred. 

I am now enabled to add to my former report, that the progressive increase of the 

yield of gold on the Canoona Gold Fields is said to meet the most sanguine anticipations. 

About 350 ounces have now been sent to Sydney; but the principal portion of the 

gold obtained is still in possession of the diggers. 

The "Eagle" reports having sighted four vessels this morning going into Keppel 

Bay without calling at this port; and the "Jeannette," a cutter which came in here last night 

from Sydney, brings accounts of a large number of vessels being laid on for this place or 

the Fits Roy. 

There are also numerous arrivals by all the overland routes from the interior, anci. 

the number of persons on the diggings are computed at from five to six hundred. 

Having been delayed here since the 5th instant, by the necessity of obtaining - 

fresh horses, and of completing the business which awaited me, I now purpose proceeding 

to-morrow to the Gold Fields, and trust to have the honor of addressing you a further..- 

report on my return. 
* 522 16. 
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I enclose, for the information of the Honorable the Secretary for Lands and Public 

Works, a sketch of this locality, taken from the maps prepared for the illustration of the 

divisions of the Electoral Bill, in which I have indicated the approximate position of the 

Canoona Gold Fields. 

From this sketch it will be perceived that the Canoona Gold Fields are distant 

from this about 100 miles. 

I would impress upon the attention of the Government that all this country, 

which now seems to be becoming the attraction to a considerable population; of whose advent 

moreover I have no warning previous to their arrival, is entirely on the outskirts of occupation, 

and that much disorder may be anticipated from the sudden admixture of white people with 

the wild aborigines of the interior. 

I beg also to bring under your notice the fact that, from the departure of the 

greater number of the male population from hence, many women and children are left in 

Gladstone, in worse danger from risk of aboriginal outrage than I should like to subject them 

to had I any responsibility in this matter. 

It happens that.at  the present moment, out of the five constables stationed here, 

two are absent on escort duty to Brisbane for indefinite periods, so that when I leave, taking 

my three orderlies with me for the Gold Fields, the Chief Constable can with certainty 

depend only upon himself and three men to protect a town scattered over about two milcs 

and a half of ground, with the families of the absent diggers to be cared for. 

I am happy to say that as yet I have heard no complaints, or even anticipation of 

outrage, but at this distance from all other resource, with the influx of white population to 

the diggings on the one hand, and the temporary abandonment of families in the midst of 

the aboriginal population on the other, I should recommend a Police Force of at least one 

sergeant and ten men to be added, for the purposes of escort, and for the repression of riot 

and disorder on the Gold Fields, to the present available strength of police in this district. 

I presume, also, the Government will think it necessay soon to appoint a Resident 

Commissioner to the Canoona Gold Fields, and that I shall be authorised in the meantime 

to issue Miners Rihts to those who may apply for them. 

I have, &c., 

M. C. O'CONNELL, 
THE CHIEF CoMMIssIoNER OF CROWN LANDS, C. C. L. 

Sydney. 
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SIR, - - 
I have rec.eivedthis day Mr. Elyard's letter of the 18th instant, (No. 58-435,) 

intimating to me, as well as to the Bench of Magistrates at Rockhampton, that it had been 

considered expedient, in consequence of the numbers of persons now proceeding to the ]3'itz 

Roy Gold Diggings, at once to proclaim this place as one for holding Petty Sessions; and 

that a Clerk of Petty Sessions, who was also a Gold Receiver, and who held a deputation 

from the Customs, had likewise been appointed. 

2. I was also informed that a mounted inspector, 3 mounted troopers, with 1 sergeant, 

4 foot police, and 1 detective, had, under instructions to the Inspector General of Police, 

been ordered to proceed to this district. 

- 3. I have now to apprise the Government of the arrival this afternoon of Mr. Maxwell 

Hutchinson and the detachment of police above-mentioned at their destination; and I have 

to express my thanks for the aid which has been provided for this dstrict under the trying 

circumstances under which it now is placed. 

4. Within the last few days there have arrived here, by eleven vessels—five of which 

were steamers—about 1,043 persons (according to the best information I can obtain), and I 

understand about 700 of these have alady proceeded to the Canoona Diggings—distant 

thirty-five miles from hence. 

5. In addition to the numbers I have given, there may be computed about 300 as 

arrivals overland, who are also at the diggings; and the distribution of the population in 

this neighbourhood may be said, at the present moment, to be situated thus, viz. :-1,000 at 

the diggings, and between three or four hundred at Roekhampton. 

0. I must remark, however, that of the 1,000 persons supposed to be at the diggings,. 

700 are about arriving, or have been there only for one or two days. 

But I am given to understand that some thousands of persons are already on their 

voyage hence from Sydney, and that considerable numbers may be expected from Nelbourn 

and other ports. 

This is an announcement which, I confess, causes me considerable anxiety for the 

peace and good order of the district, as the pressure of such a vast increase of population on 

its means of subsistence must, inevitably, in the first place cause much inconvenience, and, 

no doubt, much individual distress. 

I am also bound to take into consideration the fact, which is notorious, that many 

have come up into this newly located country with but trifling means of support, under a 

vague hope that gold is to be obtained without that expenditure of time and labor which its 

very value ought to teach them is necessary to its production. 

* c 188— 534— 10. 
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There has yet to be solved also the problem whether the Gold Field which has 

been productive to the few who as yet have been working it, will prove equally profitable 

to the much larger numbers who now appear inclined to look to it for a means of livelih000d, 

and this is a question, momentous as it is, which nothing but experience can resolve. 

There are elements of disorder here which induce me to ask you for an increased 

force of police, of 1 serjeant and 6 men mounted, and 4 dismounted men. 

1. I propose to station the Inspector and all the mounted men together, with three 

dismounted men, on the diggings, the remainder of the dismounted men being at Rockhampton. 

I am happy to be enabled to state, that up to the present moment I have 

received no information of any outrage having been committed, either here or at Canoona, 

beyond an assault which occurred on board one of the vessels in the river this morning, and 

which. I have to inquire into to-morrow. 

The cause from which I apprehend most discontent at the present moment is 

from a possible scarcity of flour, through the difficulty of obtaining a sufficiency of carriage 

for goods from hence to the Gold Fields; but as I trust, from the best inquiries I can make, 

there is a sufficiency of this necessary article here, or on board the vessels in the river, I 

hope some means will be devised of transporting it, either by land or by water, to some point 

within reach of the consumers. 

I add a few memoranda on a separate paper upon some points which appear to 

me worthy of immediate . consideration, should the present influx of population to this 
district continue. And I be(,  to assure you that no effort on my part shall be wanting to 

secure, as far as practicable, the peace and good order of this district. 

*1 have, &c., 
THE HONORABLE M. C. O'CONNELL, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, C. C. L. 
Sydney. 

NEMOR.4NDA VpQTh some points w1iek appear to me worthy of consideration, if the 
present influx of population to Port Curtis should continue. 

A Harbour Master ought to be appointed, with jurisdiction extending from Port 
Curtis to the head of navigation on the Fitz Roy. He would require a crew, with a decked 
boat of twelve or fifteen tons, as well as a whaleboat. 

A Custom House should be established at Gladstone3  to compel all foreign vessels to 
iiall in there. Vessels of large tonnage, or drawing more than nine feet six of water, cannot 
easily navigate the Fitz Roy; and for foreign vessels to unload in Képpel Bay, where there is no 
settlement, nor much probability of one for some years to come, would, it appears to me, open 
the door to many frauds upon the revenue. Moreover, there are several dangers about the 
entrance into Keppel Bay, and large vessels with passengers would lose very little in time, and 
gain much in comfort to their people;  by transhipping them in the harbour of Port Curtis, 
instead of in Keppel Bay. I fear there will be some sad loss of life if passenger vessels con-
tinue to use the entrance by Keppel Bay in bad weather. 

There ought to be a lighthouse erected—I think on Gatcombe Head. 
The Fitz Roy River and the inner passage between Keppel Bay and Port Curtis ought 

to be surveyed and buoyed off. 
Two different townships on the river might be laid out and sold at once, in addition 

to Rockhampton, which, as it is surveyed, ought to be offered for sale as soon as possible. 
The townships I allude to would be one at the crossing-place of the river nearest to 

Canoona, and the other on the north bank of the Fitz Roy, some eight or ten miles below 
Rockhainpton—at least this latter place is worth examining, to discover whether it offers any 
advantages over Rockhampton itself. 

N. C. O'CONNELL, 
C.C.L. 
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SIR, 

Having learnt by the Government Gazette of the 17th instant my appointment 

to act, under the provisions of the Act of Council 20 Vict., No; 29, as a Commissioner on the 

Gold Fields, I presume it is my duty to address to you, direct, my reports on matters 

connected with this service. 

I have the honor, therefore, to inform you that I have been delayed here on my 

way to the Gold Fields at Canoona by the arrival of the "City of Sydney" in Keppel Bay, 

and to await the transport hither of the Police and other Officers of the Government Estab-

lishment who were on board of her. 

These, and also the Police horses, were landed this afternoon, and after to-morrow's 

rest to refresh the animals, whose legs are somewhat cramped from the voyage, the Police 

Force, under Inspector Read, will proceed on to the diggings. 

I am myself likewise detained to-morrow by the necessity of holding a Police Court, 

to take evidence in an aggravated case of assault. 

As the mail by the "City of Sydney," however, leaves in the morning, I avail 

myself of the opportunity to communicate to you such information as I have been enabled to 

collect on the present state and prospects of the Gold Fields in this neighbourhood. 

There have landed here within the last few days upwards of 1,000 people, 

and of these 700 have gone to the diggings, making, with those who were previously there, 

nbout 1,000 persons of all descriptions at Canoona. 

It must be remembered, however, That the greater number of the above have only 

just reached the ground, and cannot yet be said to be at work. 

The quantity of gold, therefore, which has as yet been sent down to Sydney can 

have been produced only by the labor of the first 60 or 100 diggers; and this quantity, as 

nearly as I can learn it, is about 400 ounces. 

Until within the last two days all the reports I have received, both of individual 

and aggregate success on these diggings, have been most favorable; and all the original diggers 

who left their employment in Gladstone to seek for gold at Canoona have remained steadily 

at work, faking, many of them, their families up to reside with them. 

* c 187 535— 10. 
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It is now said, however, that the last corners have found all the as yet discovered 

available ground pre-occupied, and, as it is asserted, worked out; nor are they inclined to 
push out, and prospect on that which has not as yet been tried. 

I have no doubt the continued dry weather has something to do with this, 

apparently, depreciated estimate of these diggings; but, occurring unfortunately just when 

new arrivals are flocking in, it has created, at any rate for the time, a want of 3onfidcnee 
amongst the latter, which will most probably cause many to return. 

I look with some alarm at the vast numbers who are said to be now on their way 

hither, as I fear there will be much disappointment and individual distress, more particularly 

to those who come unprepared to submit to several weeks of delay before the search for gold 
becomes profitable. 

Hitherto the price of provisions has been very moderate, both at Canoona and 

Rockhampton, but the pressure of so large an increase of population in a now district has 

already raised the price of meat to 6d. and 8d. per lb., and I fear that the high price of 

carriage (25s. per cwt.) will have the effect of equally raising the cost of all other articles of 
subsistence at the diggings. 

I am writing this letter hurriedly, aft.er  a fatiguing day, under a hot sun, in 
observation on, and attendance at, the debarkation of the arrivals by the "City of Sydney" 

and the "Boomerang," so that I must plead this as an excuse if I have not entered into all 

the points upon which you may desire information, but I thought it better to write even 

hurriedly by the "City of Sydney," sailing to-morrow morning, than to lose the opportunity. 

15. I must mention, in conclusion, that I am very anxious to receive as soon as 

possible the necessary books and documents to enable me to register claims and issue 
Miners' Rights. 

THE hONORABLE 
I have, &c., 

THE SECRETARY FOR LANDS 
M. C. O'CONNELL, 

AND PUBLIC WORKS. 
C. C. L. 
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C'anooaa Gold Fields, 

13 October, 1858. 
SIR, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lettei of the 30th Sep-

ember' intimating to me the appointrnet of Mr. Assistant Commissioi3er Cl6et.e to take 

chaige of the Gold Diggings in my district, and lequesting me to hand over to him the 

Miners' Rights and Business Licenses which have bn orvardcd to me. 

Mr. C'Joe'tebas'not yet arrived here, being impeded on his route,I make no doubt, 

by the rise of the Fitz Roy River; an obstacle which prevents likewise, for th'e pdoeii any 
movement onmy part towards Roekhiiptn. 

The Miners' Rights and Business Licenses alluded to by you have not yet rc.ched 

me, but shall be handed over, so soon as I 'im in receipt of them, to Mr. Cloeto, as 

Mi Secietary Robertson lequests 

, 4. Not h-avingroceived Mtese documents, I have not, of coarse, as yet issued either 

Rights or Licenses, so that Mr. Cloete will enter upon his duties- unt-ramnielld by. any acts 

of mine in this respect; and I beg to assure Mr. Secretary Robertson that in the distribution 

of the Police force placed at my disposal I shall not fail, in accoidanco with his ucws, to 

hand over to Mr. Cloete as laige a numbei as the exigencies of the public service it Rock 

laamton will 'allow ne 'to do.  

5. Imay mention, in conclusion, that I am not yet in possession of the letter you 

mention as having been written to inc on the 17th Septemlaei, but I received one of the 

18th, from the Colonial Secret-ary's Office, which I presume to be to a similar purport with 
that you allude to. ' •. -. •• 

I have, &c., •••• 
THE UNDER SECRETARY M. C. O'CONNELL, C.C.L. 

FOR LNDS AD PLBLIO WORKS, 

Sydney.  

* 560— M. 
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N. 0. O'CoNNELL, ESQ., 0.C.L., to THE SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

c'anoona Gold Fields, 

16 Ociober, 1858. 

SIR., I had the honor on the 4th and 6th instant to address to the Honorable the 

Colonial Secretary Reports on the progress of events at these Gold Fields; and I now beg to 

send you an account of what has transpired since I last wrote. 

I was not in receipt of any letters from your office until Sunday evening last, on 

roy return to this camp, when I received that of the 30th September, acquainting me with 

Mr. Cloet&s appointment; and having very little eonvcnien'ce for carrying on my corres-

pondence (generally writing under what shade I can obtain from a tree), I addressed to the 

Goyernment such communications only as would serve to keep it acquainted with what was 

passing at this place. 

As I intimated to the Colonial Secretary,  in my letter of the 6th instant was 

my intention, I struck my tents, on that morning, and proceeded with six men who had 

volunteered for the purpose, on being provided with rations, to prospect a creek about seven 

miles from hence, and then: to pass on to Mr. Connor's station, where gold had been said to 

have been found. 

We missed the creek I'was looking for on'our way out, but reached Mr. Connor's 

on the 8th, trying the country at every opportunity where water offered itself; on the 9th 

we tried a creek running into that Mr. Connor's station is upon, as far as the range dividing 

F'itz Roy from Broad Sound waters; and on the 10th we earned our prospecting down Mr. 

Connor's creek to the river, visiting the creek I was first looking for, and returning to camp 

on the evening of the 11th (Sunday). 

1 reret to say that during the five working days we were thus out we came across 

no portion of country giving sufficient indication, by washing, of the presence of gold in the soil 

to induce us to remain and more thoroughly prospect it; but throughout the tract we passed 

over, about eighteen miles west from hence, the geological formation continues very similar 

to what it is here, and it is possible some persons who have gone out in, the same direction 

may be more successful than we were, as I have since met with people who state they 

obtained gold in a creek in that vicinity.  

On the Monday after my return to camp the party of men who had been out with 

ne'proceeded to prospect another locality, about two miles 'distant—I having myself to attend 

an inquiry on the body of a man found drowned; and on Tuesday and Wednesday pros-

pecting was also carried on, and with more promising results than previously. 

In consequence however of receiving the notification of Mr. Cloeto's appointment, 

I have discontinued all further attempts to urge on the search for gold, on the expiration of 

the first week for which the men (10) were rationed; as I thought it better he should not be 

.embarrassed by finding in operation measures I had adopted on my own responsibility, and 

hichi were in excess of the duties of his office. 

Having given the above detail of my own proceedings, I will turn to the results of 

my observation during the fortnight I have been upon this ground; and I may now venture 

to report to you, for the information of Government, as facts closely approximating to the 

true state of the ease 

That there are about one thousand persons congregated on these diggings. 

That there are many daily going and coming; but that for the last week these have 

be.en in pretty equal proportions, so as not materially to affect the aggregate number 

Jiere present. 

That as to the yield of gold either past or present, it is very difficult to form any 

Teliable opinion from want of data to form it upon—the gold passing always by private hand, 

and generally in sinail quantities, from hence to Sydney; but I should say from what 

information has reached me, that not much over a thousand ounces has been as yet produced, 

including that now in the hands of the diggers. The largest individual gain acknowledged 

to me by the persons realizing it has been £12 per week each to a party of four. 
That 
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That at the present moment the majority of persons here are not successful. 

That the portion of ground originally worked and found to be so rich in its yield of 

gold, is now fully occupied, and in some parts said to be worked out; but that a considerable 

number of persons, perhaps from 400 to 500, are carrying on labor upon it, and many of 

them profitably. 

That no extension of this auriferous patch has as yet been discovered of sufficient 

importance to give employment to any large number of men—but that detached parties are 

now scattered over the country, at distances varying from two to four, and seven miles, and 

that gold has been found in several places in the neighbourhood, indicating its continuance 

somewhere in the formation. 

That the labor hitherto employed in searching for an extension bears no proportion 

to that which might have been expected from the numbers who have come here and passed 

away again—many having been discouraged by bad reports on the road up, and more after 

a day, or perhaps less, spent in looking about them, having despaired of eventual from not 

meeting with immediate success. 

That the means of the great majority of persons who have come up here do not admit 

of their giving adequate time to any protracted search, and that the unoccupied state of the 

country beyond this station opposes likewise considerable difficulty in the way. 

That from the causes mentioned in the two last paragraphs it is very difficult at pre-

sent to form any reliable opinion as to the eventual extension of the Gold Fields opened in 

this district, but that there is much to encourage a favorable opinion on this subject in the 

continuance of similar geological formations over a considerable tract of country, and in the 

fact that gold has been found at Gracemere, Rannes, and Port Curtis, distances varying from 

thirty to sixty, and one hundred miles from hence. 

From what I have stated above it will be evident to the Government that matters 

here are passing through a crisis, whose issue mainly is in the hands of Providence. 

If there is no more gold than what has already been obtained neither human 

labor nor human enterprise will produce it; but if, as from previous experience in this country 

we may be, I think, fairly led to expect more gold does exist, I doubt not there is energy. 

and persCverance enough amOngst the population now assembled here shortly to develop it. 

I have, in conclusion, much satisfaction in reporting that, as far as the general 

peacc is concerned, all is remarkably quiet and orderly óñ these diggings. - 

'I have, &c., 

N. 0.. OCONNELL,- 

ThE HoNoRABLE THE SECRETARY FOR C. C. L. 

LANDS AND PUBLIC Woiut,  

Sydney. - - . 
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1858. 

Regiolaffin 200embly. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

GOLD FIELDS. 
(SHIPMENT OF BUILDINGS, &c., TO FORT CURTIS.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 1 October, 1858. 

THE COLONIAL ARCHITECT to THE SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS, 
reporting 

iShipment of Buildings, &c., to Port Cartis. 

Golonial Arc1itect's OjIce, 
S'dney, 1 October, 1858. 

SIR, 
I do myself the honor to report that, in obedience to your Minute of 27th 

ultimo, herewith returned, and to subsequent verbal instructions, I caused to be shipped by 

the " Wonga Wonga" steamer, which left yesterday for Keppel Bay, the following Buildings, 

&c., for the Gold Fields at Port Curtis :- 

The iron building, removed from Fort Phillip. 
One wooden building, 24 ft. by 12 ft., containing 2 rooms, for Customs' Officers. 

One do. 20 ft. square and 12 ft. high, for Male Hospital. 

One do. 12 ft. square, for Females' Hospital. 

One do. 12 ft. square, for Medical Officer's Dispensary. 

With bricks, lime, and other necessary materials. 

I also forwarded 4 large and 2 small Tents, 1 Iron Safe, and provisions for the 

workmen in case of emergency. 

To put up these buildings, and perform any other works in connection therewith that 

might be found necessary on the spot, I despatched, under charge of Mr. JOS. Moore, Clerk 

of Works, 6 carpenters and 1 laborer, all men accustomed to such work. 

A statement of the eEpenditure incurred will be submitted as soon as it can be 

ascertained. 
I have, &c., 

ALBXR. DAWSON, 

THE 11oNORABLV 
Colonial Architect. 

THE SECRETARY FOR LANDS 

AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

* 528 — 



1012 



1013 

1858. 

?Ltgiø1attu 2009MIDIV. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

PORT OF ROCKIIAMPTON. 
(RETURN OF SHIPPING SINCE 2 OCTOBER, 1858.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 24 November, 1858. 

RETURN of Ships and Passengers, Inwards and Outwards, since the 2nd October, 1858. 

00 
NA31E or Saip. 

00 
NAME OF Sif ip. 

Duke of Wellington ...............44 61 Brought forward....... 2,489 1,542 
320 Royal Sovereign ................. 273 150 

Uncle Tom 65 70 Warren Goddard ................ 6 
Wonga Wonga ................... 

........................
Storm King ...................... .. 52 

113 
52 Hebe ............................ 90  92 

Callender 61 
112 Mariposa ........................ 
70 Willing Lass ...................... 63 

Malay ........................... 

63 138 
92  95 

62 Rialto ......................... 

78  
Bonnie Boon 

6 
97 

Dunedin ........................ 
Drover .......................... 
Carolina ....................... 135  

..........................
Emily Hort ........................ 

72 1 Ellen SimpsLn ................... 126 
6  

Eagle ............................ 
Sarah ............................ 

29 
8  

...................... 
Maria ............................ 

25 
Mermaid ......................... 

25 Unknown ......................... 
41  

Coquette .......................... 
LadyGrey ........................ 
Edward ......................... 
Tamer 

14 
80 

Ripley .......................... 
190  ............................ 

City of Sydney ................... 325 298 
1  144  170 Eagle ............................ 
2  

Sea Witch 
46 
118 

4 Cornet .......................... 
48  

.................. 61 

British Banner .................... 

98 Elizabeth ........................ 
Golden Spring .................... 75  

62  

300 General Wyndham ............... 

226  
56  49 2 
65  71 

Henry ............................ 

Cario ............ 

51 
16 

6 Austral .......................... 

37 45 

Ariel ..............................
Cecilia ............................ 

65 

Staghound ........................ 

65 65 
121  

Admella .......................... 

Don Juan ........................ 
Wonga Wonga .................... 

57 
$ 

Jane ............................ 
Cyclone .......................... 
Swan ............................ 

6  60 

........................ 

Perseverance ...................... 
Vanquish ..........................
Victoria Packet .................... 

Shamrock ........................ 84 

60 Pirate ............................ 
223 Jenny Lind ...................... 

Lavinia .......................... 27 
5 

20 
25 

.. 

10 
2 

Otago ............................ 
187  

30 161  
186  

Roderic Dhu ...................... 
Sarah ............................ 

132 
43 86  

Yarra Yarra........................ 

2  

Prince Arthur .................... 
216 Ardoille .......................... 

Keystone ........................ 
FAiza Goddard .................... 

12 Caroline .......................... 56  
120  

Gazelle .......................... 
George ............................ 
Carnation ............. ............. 

63 
21  Lalla Rook ........................ 

Brilliant .......................... 29 
8 

Maori ............................ 
Regia ............................
Eagle I50  Mary Jane ........................ 

2,489 5,562 ,389 Carried forward....... 

............................. 

1,542 TOTAL .......... 

The Timandra, not reported, wrecked near Keppel Bay. 

The Sybil, not reported, lying on her beam ends in the River. Cargo all damaged. 

There must have been at least 500 arrivals previous to the date at which this Return 

commences. 

594— 
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1858. 

eiatte ao0embip. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

SYDNEY BRANCH OF ROYAL MINT. 
(RETURN OF EXPENSE OF ESTABLISHMENT AND CONDUCT OF.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 15 April, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assemb]y 
of New South Wales, dated 9 April, 1858, praying that His 
Excellency the Governor General would be pleased to cause to be 
laid upon the Table of this House 

A Return shewing the gross cost of, the Sydney Branch 
46 of the Royal Mint to 31st December, 1857, specifying the 
" cost of buildings, cost and freight of machinery, and every 
" expense incurred in bringing the Mint into active operation, 

including the amounts paid for the passages of the various 
"officers and st.afl, and shewing the different heads of revenue 
"under which such expenditure has been charged. 

A Return shewing the. gross amount of salaries, allow-
ances, and contingencies in reference to that Branch Mint, 
paid in each year, to the same date. 

" (3.) A Return shewing the names of all officers and persons 
"employed in the Mint during the year 1857, specifying tho,e 
"who are provided with quarters at the expense of the Colony 
"(if any.)" 
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A RETURN shewing the Gross Cost of the Sydney Bianch of the Royal Mint to the 
31st December, 1857, specifying the cost of Buildings, cost of Freight of Machinery, 
and every expense incurred in bringing the Mint into active operation, including the 
amounts paid for the Passages of the various Officers and Staff, and showing the 
different heads of revenue under which such expenditure has been charged. 

Cost of Buildings ............. ................ ........... 19,005 0 0 
Cost of Machinery ...... ..................... 14,413 19 8 
Cost of additional Machinery subsequently 
provided.................................1,415 18 7 

- - 15,829 17 10 
Freight of Machinery, &e. ................. ......... 1,790 14 3 
Passages of Officers and Staff ............ ......... .1,969 10 0 
Salaries, Wages, and Contingent Expenses 
to the day of opening .......... ..... ......... 10,394 18 9 

Total Expense incurred in bringing the 
Mint into active operation 48,990 0 10 

Expense of maintaining the Mint from the opening 
to 31st December, 1857 ...........................36,520 13 5 

Leis; value of stores remaining unexpended on that 
date...................................................1,592 3 10 

34,928 9 7 

Actual gross cost of the Mint to 31st December, 1857 ...... £83,918 10 5 

The whole of the above sum has been voted on Estimate, and charged to the General 
Revenue of the Colony,—with the exception of £10,000 remitted to London in November, 
185, which was charged to the Territorial Revenue. 

 

A RETURN shewing the Gross Amount of Salaries, Allowances, and Contingencies in 
reference to that Branch Mint, paid in each year to the same date. 

SALARIES. I ALLOWANCES. I CoNTINGENC1E5. TOTAL. REMARKS. 

1853 

1854 

1855 

£ S. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. 
1,512 14 9 16 15 5 19 19 7 

3,914 3 0 80 7 8 675 15 7 

9,441 10 8 850 16 10 2,292 17 7 

£ S. d. 
1,549 9 9 

4,670 6 3 

12,585 5 1 
f In this year the pay of the 
Policeand others was 

15,231 1 < transferred from the head 
of "Allowances" to that 

( of "Salaries." 
12,879 9 4 

18.56 10,069 14 7 

1857 1 9,459 13 4 

953 8 11 1 4,207 18 3 

Nil 3,419 16 0 

Total.. 1 34,397 16 4 j 1,901 8 10 1 10,616 7 0 1 46,915 12 2 

No. 3. 
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No. 3. 
A RETURN shewing the Names of all Officers and persons employed in the Mint during the 

Year 1857, specifying those who are provided with quarters at the expense of the 
Colony (if any.) 

OlrFrcE NAME. 
e 

REMASIKS. 

Deputy Master ................{ EVad 
} 
Yes. 

cs I Superintendent of Bullion Office Charles Elouis ........ No. 
Yes .[ 

... 
Required to live in the Mint 
for a 

Do. of Coinino' Department.. Joseph Trickett ....... 
1st Cleric of Bullion Office.. Robert Hunt 

i 
No. 

its security. 

Do.............................John W. M'Cutcheon.. 

.. 

........... 

Do.............................William Drummond 
From 1 January to 31 May. 

tRegistrar and Accountant E. N. Knipe............. 
Assayer ..........................Francis B. Miller ........ 

Assistant Clerk...................Albert G. Decie ......... 
Do.............................Hugh (i-ilchrist ....... From 9 Jan. to 31 Dec., 1857. 

Do. ........................ William S. Jevous ....... 
Clerk ............................Henry N. Severn......... 

.... 

Engineer of Machinery ...........Joseph Newton .......... 
Mechanic .........................Henry Bradstock ......... 
Do. .......................... .Edward Gozzard......... 
Do. ...... .................... Alfred Chislett ........... 
1stMessenger ....................James loran ............ 
2nd Do..........................Austen Thyune ........ 

. Serjeant ....... ................ Alexander Armstrong 

....... 

Yes. 
Constable .................... James Anderson 

.2I Do.......................I George Shepherd ....... 
No. 

'6 
prq

6 Do........................John Clarke .......... From 1 Jsin. to 20 Feb. 
11 om 21 Feb. to 31 Dec, 1857. 

I Serj cant ....................I Archibald Gardner.. Yes. 
.... 

Allowance in lien of Quarters. 

Yes, 

..... 
Do........................Robert Anderson.......  

Corporal ....................William Adams ........ 
.... ... 

{ Deserted 15 April, and since 

2nd Do......................William Bannerman ...  
. Do.......................Joseph Flude............ 

Do........................George Gail........... 

Do........................John Peacock ........... 
Sapper ...................... .William Stewart......... 

Do........................Joseph Patterson ........... 

Do Mark . ...................... .Day ............ 

Do. ...................... .Joseph Woods ............ 
Do. ....................... .Edward Evans ............. 

> Allowance in lieu of Quarters. 

..... 
S Do. ...................... .Joseph Clarke............. 

Do. ...................... .Charles Macfarlane ........ 
.ii Do........................Richard Whiting .......... 

J 
No Men taken on throughout the 

Do........................Samuel Rapson ............. 

year for short periods, and. 

I,. Do. ...................... .Charles Philpott ........... 
Temporary Workman ..............Charles Bolton .......... 

Do. .......................... Edward Finsley ,, discharged when their sac- 
............................ 

Temporary Lad ...................William Bannerman 
. 

,, vices could be dispensed 
with. Do............................. William Hebden.......... 

Do John Davis ............... 

Do.............................Thomas Quill ........... 
Do. .......................... .Henry Hooper........... 
Do............................William Shepherd ....... 
Do............................Thomas Wade........... 
Do.............................George Gilchrist......... 
Do. .......................... .Edward Coveny ......... 

B. W. WARD, 

Royal Mint, Sydney, 15 April, 1858 
Deputy Master. 



4p 
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1858. 

Ugiø1attbt øtmbI. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

SYPNEY BRANCH OF THE ROYAL MINT. 
(CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, ii May, 1858. 

THE SEORETAEY OF STATE FOP. THE COLONIES to GOVERNOR Sm W. DENISON. 

(No. 8.) Downing-street, 

6 February, 1858. 
Sm, 

At the request of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, I transmit, for your 
information, a copy of a letter which has been addressed to their Lordships' Board by the 
Master of the Royal Mint, on the subject of the Returns from the Deputy Master of the 
Sydney Branch of that establishment. 

I have, &c., 
H. LABOUCHERE. 

GOVERNOR Sm W. DENISON, K.C.B., 
&c., &o., &c. 

Royal Mint, 
12 January, 1858. 

Sia, 
I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 

f Her Majesty's Treasury, that the following Returns from the Deputy Master of the Sydney 
Branch of the Royal Mint have been duly received by me. 

Six Monthly, Returns, called for by Order in Council of 19th August, 1853, shewing 
the transactions in Bullion of the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint for April to September, 
inclusive. 

The Coin produced during these months is as follows :— 

Sovereigns. Half-Sovereigns. Total. 

oz oz Os. 
In April ... ... ... ... ... ........ 8 9 8 6 0 8 898608 
May ... ... ... ... ...........1284F31 1284F31 
June ... ... ... ... ... ..........1220956 1220956 
July ... ... ... ... ... ...........899022 899022 
August ... ... ... ... ..5,90724 731F93 1321917 
September ... ... ... ... .21,24715 2124715 

Amount charged for Coinage—Nil. 
Two Quarterly Returns of Waste in Coinage of Gold at the Sydney Branch of the 

Royal Mint, during the Quarters ended 30th June and 30th September, 1857. 
Two Quarterly Duplicate Returns, made by the Board of Verification to the Colonial 

Secretary, reporting the state of the Bullion in the Mint on the 1st July and 1t October, 
1857, in conformity with the Order in Council of 19th August, 1853. 

155— I 
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I have also to request you to submit to their Lordships my Report, enclosed, (being 
the ninth) on the weight and fineness of the coins produced at the Sydney Mint, during the-
two quarters ending the 30th June and 30th September, 1857, and transmitted to me by 
the Deputy Master for examination in accordance with the provisions of Her Majesty's Order-
in Council above referred to. 

A copy of the said Report will be forwarded to the Deputy Master at Sydney for his.  
information. 

I have, &e., 
THOS. GRAHAM. 

SIR C. E. TRnVELYAN, 
&e., &c., &c. 

PIECES taken without preference by the Colonial Secretary at the deliveries of the Sydney 
Mint during the Quarter ending 30th September, 1857. 

Denomination INo. Total Weight I Average Weight f Average Proportion I I I of 
of Pieces, in of of Gold 

Coin. Ounces. each Piece. in 1000 Parts. 

Sovereigns 37 9,500 0'256,756 916-81 
Half-Sovereigns ... 40 5,138 0' 12,845 916'95 

The standard weight of the Sovereign being 025,682 oz., and the standard fineness 
91667 in 1000 parts. 

THOS. GRAHAM, 
Master of the Mint. 

Ninth Report submitted to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury on 
the weight and fineness of Gold Coins struck at the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint, and 
transmitted by the Deputy Master at Sydney, for examination, in accordance with the provision 
of Her Majesty's Order in Council of 19th August, 1853. 

1. Pieces taken without preference by the Colonial Secretary at the deliveries of the 
Sydney Mint, during the quarter ending 30th June, 1857. 

Denomination No Total Weight Average Weight Average Proportion 
of 
Coin. of ieces. in 

Ounces. 
of 

each Piece. 
of Gold 

in 1000 Parts. 

sovereigns .............. 
EIalf-Sovereigns 77 9888 0-12,841 917'03 
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1858. 

LcgiIatüie øntht!!. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

SYDNEY BRANCH OF THE ROYAL MINT. 
(DESPATCH AND PAPERS RELATIVE TO COINAGE AT.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 9 .Nuveinber, 1858. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES to GOVERNOR SIR W. DENISON. 

(No. 14.) Down ma-street. 

SIR, 
21 July, 1858. 

I transmit herewith, for your information, the copy of a letter which I have 10 July, 15S. 

received from the Assistant Secretary to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, covering 

two Reports from the Master of the Mint, relating to Coins struck at the Sydney Branch of 
the Royal Mint. 

I have, &c., 
GOVERNOR E. B. LYTTON. 

SIR W. DENISON, K. C. B, 

&c. 

[Enclo.sure] 

Treasury Uhambers, 

Sir, 
10 July, 1858. 

I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to 
transmit to you, herewith, for the information of Secretary Sir Edward Buiwer Lytton, 
copies of two Reports from the Master of the Mint, dated the 28th ultimo, and of their 
enclosures, relating to Coins struck at the Sydney Branch of the Royal i\iint. 

I 
H. Merivale, Esq., 

am,&e,
C. B. TREVELYAN. 

&e. 

MR. GRAHAM to SIR C. E. TREVELYAN. 

Royal Mint, 

SIR, 28 June)  1858. 

Referring to my letter dated 28th July, 1857, written in conformity with 

instructions from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, communicated in 

your letter dated 9th November, 1855, I have now to submit an account of the weight and 

fineness of Coins struck at the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint, and sent home by. the 

Governor of New South Wales during the year 1857. 

These Coins were conveyed in closed packets, bearing the seal of the Colonial 

Treasurer, and were received by me with your letters of the 30th May, 1857, and later 
dates. 

* 582— 
U 0IITS 
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COlYS taken from the colonial Circulation from January to December, 1857. 

Number of Pieces. Weight of Proportion Date of Treasury 
-  _________ of Gold Letter transmit- 

Taken from in 1,000th ting packets of -  
Circulation in 

Sovereigns. 
Half Sovereigns. parts. Coins &e. 

Sovereigns. Sovereigns, 

Jeicuary 2 .. .. 123215 ... 91690 30 May, 1858. 
123270 .... 730 ... 

2 .... 61730 650  
61625 6-15  

February .. .. 2 123095 ... 730 
123185 .... 690 

2 
.... 61575 690 
.... 61135 6-55 

March 2 
.. .. 
,,.. 123605 ,,.. 715 8 July, 1853. 

........... 
122845 .... 6-60 

2 .. .. 61-547 625 

61-532 
675 

April 2 .. .. 123395 .... 650 28 August, 1858 
123155 ... 6-30 

2 .. .. 62-017 6-65 
... 61-557 625  

4jme 2 
.... .. .. 123-365 .. .. 665 6 October, 1857 

.. .. 123565 .... 6-65 

2 .... 61-617 615 

,, .. 61687 6-65 

2 .... 123-165 .. ,, 6-50  

123-085 .. .. 630  

2 
.... 61-283 655 

61187 615 

Ju1y 2 
.... 
.. .. 

. .. 
123115 ... 6-65 23 Dec., 1857. 
123-625 .. .. 7-00 .... 

2 .... 61477 6-85 
6482 635  

August 2 .. .. 123-455 .... 680 
6-55 

2 
123-615 
.. 61557 6-95 

.............. 

61642 6-60  

No despatcie .. 4 
.. .. 
.. .. 

.. , 655 8 Feb., 1858. 123235......
122900 .... 6-75  
123340 .. ,. 

. 

1747 

6-60 

. . . .  

123-660 640  

4 715 
61622 6-80 

.... 61572 695 
61802 6-90 

November .... 2 .... 123-105 7-25 20 Feb., 1858. 
123-005 .. 8-90..  

2 .... 61'577 6-75  

61-397 
6-80 

December ,... 2 .... 123-415 • 6-90 1 April, 1858. 
123205 , 705  

61-290 705 
61355 715  

...................... Average 123-275  1 61-565 916-73 

The average weight found of the Sovereigns is 02568229 oz., of the Half-sovereigns 

0:1282604 os, the standard weight of the Sovereign being 25682 oz. 

The average fineness found of all the Coins is 916-73, the standard fineness being 

91667. 
I have, &C, 

Sin C. E. TREVELYAN, THOS. GRAHAM. 

&c., &c. 

Mn. GRAHAM to Sin C. B. TREVELYAN. 

Royal Mint, 

28 June, 1858. 

I have the honor to aequaint you, for the information of the Lords Com-

missioners of 11cr Majesty's Treasury, that the following Returns from the Deputy Master of 

the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint have been duly received by me :- 

Three monthly Returns called for by Order in Council of 19th August, 1853, 

showing the transactions in Bullion of the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint, for October 

to December, 1857, inclusive. 
The 
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The Coin produced during these months is as follows 

Sovereigns. Half-Sovereigns. 

ozs. ozs. 

In October ..................... .35,949 07 

November ...................12,84050 

December ...................37,49229 

ToTAL. 

ozs. 

35,94907 

12,84050 

37,49229 

Amount charged for coinage—Nil. 

One Quarterly Return of Waste in Coinage of Gold at the Sydney Branch of the 

:Royal Mint, during the quarter ending 31st December, 1857. 

One Quarterly duplicate Return made by the Board of Verification to the Colonial 

&cretary, reporting the state of the Bullion in the Mint on the 2nd January, 1858, in 

conformity with the Order in Council of the 19th August, 1853. 

I have also to request you to submit to their Lordsbips my Report, enclosed, (being 

the tenth,) on the weight and fineness of the Coins produced at the Sydney Mint during the 

quarter ending 31st December, 1857, and transmitted to me by the Deputy Master, for 

examination, in accordance with the provisions of H. M. Order in Council above referred to. 

A copy of said Report will be forwarded to the Deputy Master at Sydney for his 

information. 
I have, &c. - 

THOS. GRAHAM. 

A paper containing a summary of the Monthly Returns of Gold coined at the. 

Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint, during the year 1857, is also included. 

FENTH REPORT submitted to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury on the 

weight and fineness of Gold Coins struck at the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint, 

and transmitted by the Deputy Master for examination, in accordance with the 

provisions of Her Majesty's Order in Council of 19th August, 1853. 

PIECES taken without preference by the Colonial Secretary at the deliveries of the Sydney 

Mint, during the Quarter ending 31st December, 1857. 

Denomination of 
Coin. 

No. of 
Pieces. 

Total weight in 
Ounces. 

Average weight of Average proportion of 
Lach piece in Ounces. Gold in 1000th parts. 

Sovereign ............... 86 22080 02567 917008 

Half-Sovereign ...... ....... 

The standard weight of the Sovereign being 025682 ozs., and the standard fineness 91667 

in bOOth parts. 
THOMAS GRAHAM, 

Royal Mint, Master of the Mint. 

28 June, 1858. 

SUMMARY 
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SuM1I&1n of the Monthly Returns of Gold Coined at the Sydney Branch of the Royal Mint 
during 1857. 

Sovereigns. 

ozs. 

Half-Sovereigns. Total Weight. Total Value. 

ozs. ozs. 
January ................14,765-69 
February 10,277-29 
March 10,338-41 
April 8,98608 
May 12,841-31 
June 10,20956 
July 8,99022 
August ............... .5,907 24 7,311-93 
September ..............21,247-15 
October .................35,94907 
November ..............12,840-50 
December ..............37,492-29 

128,201 94 68,95480 197,15674 £ 767,679 1 1 

Value of Gold coined in 1855 .....................£514,810 5 1 
Do. 1856 ... ................. 1,219,807 0 8 
Do. 1857 .....................767,679 11- 

Total ... ..... £2,502,296 610 

Royal Itfint, THOMAS GRAHAM, 
28 June, 1858. Master of the Mint. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

COUNTRY POSTMASTERS. 
(RETURN RELATIVE TO SALABIES AND ALLOWANCES.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 7 May, 1858. 

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL to THE HONORABLE THE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, transmitting 

a Return of the Country Postmasters. 

General P08t Office, 

Sydney, 23 April, 1858. 
SIR, 

In compliance with the instructions contained in your letter of the 10th 

instant, No. 47, 1 have the honor to forward a Return of the Country Postmasters, and their 

Salaries and Allowances. 

The Postmasters have no perquisites whatever, and in no case do I consider the salary 

remuneration for office accommodation, or for any service beyond that of the Postal duty. 

I have, &c., 

W. H. CHRISTIE, 

Postmaster General. 
THE HoNoItABLE 

THE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY. 

N. B—This Return is the Return of present Salaries of Country Postmasters; but a 

careful revision for 1858 is now being made, and will be brought under notice in due course. 

151— 



lOs. per Month for Porterage allowed. 

Letter Carrier voted but not yet 
appointed. 

Letter Carrier employed. 

Besidence and Assistant at 5s. per diem 
allowed—Letter Carrier employed. 

Letter Carrier employed. 

12 
100 
20 
120 
12 
25 

15 

15 
12 
12 
230 
12 
12 
25 
40 
15 
25 
18 
12 
12 
20 
10 
20 
70 
12 

175 

12 
12 
12 
18 
15 
12 
15 
15 
15 
12 
40 
100 
10 
12 
15 
12 
135 
12 
15 
25 
12 
18 
12 
12 
12 
30 
12 
15 
12 
18 
25 
12 
18 
80 
12 
15 
18 
60 
15 
10 
10 
12 
12 
20 
12 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

01 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

10 

01 
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COUNTRY POSTMASTERS. 

RETURN of the COUNTRY POST OFFICES and POSTMASTERS, with the SALARY and ALLOWANCES 

(if any) attached to each Office. 

POST OFFICE. I POSTMASTER. SALARY RESSAaK5. 

Aberdeen................. 
Albury .................. 
Appin ................... 
Armidale ................ 
Ashuield .................. 
Avisford .................. 

Balmain .................. 
Bairanald ................ 
Bandon Grove............ 
Barraba .................. 
Bathurst ................. 
Baulkham Hills .......... 
Bega .................... 
Bendeineer .............. 
Barr jlna .................. 
Binalong ................ 
Binda .................... 
Bingera ................... 
Blayney .................. 
Bodalla .................. 
Bombala.................. 
Botany Road .............. 
Bowenfells ............... 
Bra idwood ................ 
Breeza ................... 

Brisbane ................. 
Brookfield................ 
Bundaburra .............. 
Bundarra ................ 
Bungendore .............. 
Bungonia ................ 
Eurrogorang .............. 
Burrowa ................... 
Byron .................... 
Calandoon ................ 
Caloola .................. 
Camden .................. 
Oampbelltown............ 
Camperdown .............. 
Cannonbar................. 
Canowindra .............. 
Canterbury ............... 
Carcoar.................. 
Carroll ................... 
Casino ................... 
Cassillis .................. 
Castlereagh .............. 
Clarence Town ............ 
Collector ................ 
Condamine................ 
Coolah .................. 
Cooma................... 
Coonabarrabran .......... 
Cowra .................... 
Cundletown .............. 
Dalby .................... 
Dapto.................... 
Delegate.................. 
Deniliquin ................ 
Drayton .................. 
Dubbo.................... 
Dundee .................. 
Dungog .................. 
East Maitland............ 
Eden .................... 
Emu.................... 
Enfield .................. 
Fish River Creek ......... 
Frazer's Creek ............ 
Gayndah ................. 
Gerringong .............. 

W. J. Gardiner ............ 
A. ilaydon ................ 
.Jno. Armstrong ............ 
J. Moore .................. 
W. H. Maybury ............ 
Thos. Gorrie .............. 

A. Chape .................. 
Gco. Edwards .............. 
W. A. Smith .............. 
Sinclair ................ 

W. Thompson .............. 
John Kelly ................ 
JohnJaggers .............. 
John Dixon ................ 
J. Powell .................. 
M. Murphy ................ 
Webster ................ 

J. Perfrement .............. 
Thos. Davis................ 
B. Wjlkjn................... 
H. Hogarth ................ 
W. West .................. 
Joseph Cooke .............. 
Jno. Hendricks ............ 
J. B. Ferrier .............. 

Elise Barney .............. 
Jno. Thorndike ............ 
A. Stevenson .............. 
Jno. Crisfield .............. 
Owen Byrne................ 
J. Armstrong .............. 
Anne Bigney .............. 
J. Hurley ................... 
Cohn Ross ................ 
Jno. M'Donald ............ 
Arthur Budden ............ 
Eliza Pearson .............. 
W. Fowler ................ 
J. Larkin .................. 
H. Egan .................. 
W. Fletcher ................ 
W. Slocombe .............. 
S.Fox .................... 
A. Thompson .............. 
Jno. Meanby .............. 
W. Millar .................. 
E. Fuller .................. 
P. Farquhar................ 
J. Simpson ................ 
H. Foster .................. 
Anne Henderson............ 
C. Walters ................ 
A. Croxon ................ 
J. B. MNab................ 
T. L. Scott ................ 
F. W. Roche .............. 
Thomas Hobbs ............ 
Chas. Stuart .............. 
Chas. Edwards ............ 
B. Lord.................... 
J. G. Scrjsejr .............. 
C. W. Gardiner ............ 
Thos. Doust................ 
Edwd. Ogg ................ 
Gco. Barclay .............. 
J. Smythe .................. 
W. J. lanes ................ 
W. J. Jones ................. 
J. Leslie .................. 
Jno. Connelly .............. 
Anne Fuller................I 

Carred forward ........ .£1,49OO 



Letter Carrier employed. 

£2 per annum for Porterage allowed. 

9d. per diem allowed for Porterage. 
6d. per diem allowed for Porterage. 

5s. per week allowed for Porterage. 

£18 per annum for Porterage allowed. 

2s. 6d. allowed on the arrival or 
departure of any steamer. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

F 
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POSTMASTER. I SALARY. I REMARKS. POST OFFICE. 

Gladstone................ 
Glebe .................... 
Glen Tones .............. 
GOode's Inn.............. 
Goonoo Goonoo ........... 
Goulburn ................ 
Gosford.................. 
Grafton.................. 
Gresford ................. 
Gulligal .................. 
Gundagai ................ 
Gundaroo ................ 
Gunning ................. 
Guyong .................. 
Hartley.................. 
Hexham ................. 
Hinton .................. 
Ipswich .................. 
Jamberoo ................ 
Jugiong .................. 
Jerry's Plains ........... 
Kembla.................. 
Kempsey ................ 
Largs.................... 
Kiama ................... 
Little Hartley ............ 
Liverpool ................ 
Lochinvar................. 
Longbottom ............ . 
Louisa Creek ............. 
Luddenham .............. 
Major's Creek ............ 
Mangrove Creek.......... 
Manila.................. 
Manly ................... 
Marengo 
Ma-rulan .................. .................. 

Maryborough ............. 

Meadow Flat ............. 
Merimbula ............... 
Merriwa ................ 
Merton .................. 
Milifield .................. 
Moama.................. 
Molong .................. 
Moorna .................. 
Morangarell.............. 
Moree .................... 
Morpeth .................. 
Moruya.................. 
Mudgee ................... 
Mullenderree .............. 
Mundooran ............... 
Murrurundi .............. 
Muswellbrook ............ 
Narellan ................. 

Newcastle 

Newtown ................ 
Nundle.................. 
Oaks.................... 
O'Connell ................. 
Obley .................... 
Orange.................. 
Paddington .............. 
Pambula ................. 
Parramatta ............... 
Paterson ................. 
Peel..................... 
Penrith .................. 
Petersham ................ 
Picton ................... 
Port Macquarie ........... 
Prospect .................. 
Jure Point ................ 
Pyrmont ................. 
Queanbeyan.............. 
Quirindi .................. 
Raymond Terrace ......... 
Redfern.................. 
Richardson's Point........ 
Richmond ................. 
Richmond River Heads 
Riversford ................ 
Rockhampton ............ 

Brought forward...... 

R. Hetherington ............ 
F. H. Capper .............. 
J. Martin ................. 
J. Goode .................. 
W. Alderton............... 
J. J. Woodward ............ 
T. C. Battley .............. 
Thos. Shoveller ............ 
Jno. Bush.................. 
H. R. Johnson .............. . 
P. Winton ................ 
J05. Styles ................ 
Wm. Grovenor.............. 
Wm. Rowe ................ 
M. J. Finn ................ 
H. Woodhead .............. 
H. Atkins ................ 
R. Gill .................... 
W. Allen .................. 
J. Sheahan ................ 
0. Saunders ................ 
J00. Armstrong ............ 
JN. Tozer ................ 
Geo. Roberts .............. 
T. J. Fuller ................ 
Geo. Jarvis ................ 
H. B. Berresford ............ 
J05. Smith ................ 
P. M'Grath ................ 
R. R. Hughson ............ 
J. Davies .................. 
J. B, Burke ................ 
P. Macintosh .............. 
G. Veness.................. 
Geo. Birch ................ 
J. Handcock .............. 
,Jas. Moroney 

M. T. Pitts 

Jno. if Brien .............. 
D. S. Kirkwood ............ 
S. Dorton .................. 
G. A. F. Kibble ............ 
A. Irwin .................. 
T. Waltham................ 
J. Liscombe ................ 
A. M'Olymont .............. 
C. M'Gregor ............ 

Donald Munro ............. 
Jane Surymore ............ 
Oliver Lodge ............. 
J. Dickson ................ 
Fletcher ................ 

Thos. Webster ............ . 
H. Wheeler ............... 
Geo. Denshire .............. 
Jno. Hartley .............. 

Wm. Thompson ........... 

Thos. Illidge .............. 
M'Clelland .............. 
Rcily .................. 

J. Roberts ................ 
W. Wass .................. 
Jas. Dale .................. 
Westaway .............. 
Covington .............. 

J. Wickham................ 
B. Wormersley ............ 
J. Reed .................... 
W. H. Kellett .............. 
M. Williams................ 
P. Molloy.................. 
M. J. Spence .............. 
Chas. Govnall .............. 
Stephen Tucker ............ 
B. Fleming ................ 
H. Lever .................. 
Geo. Gurton................ 
Thos. Gilbert .............. 
J. G. Hanks................ 
G. Dickinson .............. 
J. F. Jones ................ 
B. Ross .................... 
S. C. Drew ................ 
Jno. Palmer................ 

Carried forward.. .. .. .. 

I1,949 0 0 

12 
12 
25-
18 
20 
200 
15 
30 
20 
18 
100 
12 
20 
15 
90 
12 
25 
100 
15 
12 
20 
12 
18 
12 
35 
12 
40 
15 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
18 

18 

12 
12 
20 
30 
12 
25 
30 
12 
12 
12 
70 
15 
70 
18 
12 
100 
50 
12 

150 0 0 

15 0 0 
30 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 
25 0 0 
15 0 0 
12 0 0 
160 0 0 
25 0 0 
12 0 0 
95 0 0 
10 0 0 
15 0 0 
20 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 
10 0 0 
50 0 0 
12 0 0 
40 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 
30 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 

Residence allowed—Letter Carrier 
employed. 

Letter Carrier employed. 

6d. per diem allowed for Porterage. 
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Brought forward.......4,386 0 0 

Bockley .................. 
Rocky River .............. 
Rolland's Plains .......... 
Rouse Hill ............... 
Rycle .................... 
Ryalstone ................. 
Sackville Reach .......... 
St. Alban's .............. 
St. Leonard's ............. 
St. Mark's ................ 
St. Mary's ................ 
St. Peter's ................ 
Scone .................... 
Seaham.................. 
Shell Harbour ........... 
Shoalhaven .............. 
Singleton ................ 
Smithfield ................ 
Sofala .................... 
Stoney Creek ............ 
Stroud ................... 
Surat.................... 
Sutton Forest ............ 
Tabulam ................. 
Tambaroora .............. 
Tamworth ............... 
Taralga.................. 
Tareutta.................. 
.Taroom .................. 
Ten Mile Creek ........... 
'renterfield ............... 
Tinonee .................. 
Toowoomba .............. 
Tuena .................... 
Tumut.................. 
TJlladulla ................ 
Uralla .................... 
Wagga Wagga ............ 
Waicha ................. 
Wallgctt ................. 
Wallabadah .............. 
Warialda ................ 
Warwick ................ 
Watson's Bay ............ 
Waverly .................. 
WeeWaa ................ 
Wellington .............. 
Wellingrove.............. 
West Maitland ............ 
Wheeo.................. 
Wilberforce .............. 
Windsor .................. 
Wingham ................ 
Wiseman's Ferry .......... 
Wollombi ................ 
Wollongong ............... 
Woolshed ................ 
Yass.................... 

15 0 0 
50 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 
25 0 o{ 

A. M. Armstrong .......... 25 0 0 
12 0 0 
12 0 0 

A. W. Hayles ................. 

10 0 0 
12 0 0 
25 0 0 
12 0 0 
40 0 0 
15 0 0 
12  0 0 

M.Levy ..................... 

25 0 0 

J. Churchill ................... 

Richd. Barton ................ 

120 0 0 

Jno. Retallick ................. 
G Co. Pope ................... 

12  0 0 
68  15 0 

H. C. Kirwaji ................
Jno. Pescud ................... 

30 0 0 

G. H. Stevens ................. 
F. M'Lean ................... 

25 0 0 

W. Draper ................... 
Jas. Godbolt ................. 

12  0 0 

N. F. Asser .................. 

12 0 0 

M. Hassa'i .................. 
Jas.Lano .................... 

15  0 0 

F.Hope ................... 

40 0 0 
125  0 0 
12  0 0 
40 0 0 

L.Levy ................... 

12  0 0 
12 0 0 
20 0 0 
15 0 0 

J. Manfield .................. 

12  0 0 

W. Walker .................. 
B. Dougall .................. 

W. W. Harrall .............. 18 0 0 

Thos. Laman ................ 
P. Coghlan .................. 

H. Hilton .................. 35 0 0 

Wallace .................. 
H. E. Chauvel ............ 

15  0 0 

W. J. Slack .................. 

0 0 

S. Phillips .................. 
T.H.Mate .................. 

20  0 0 

W. Yaldwyn ................ 
Jas. Ford .................... 

15  0 0 

A. Canning .................. 
Thos. Renwick .............. 

12  0 0 

M.J.Adams ................ 
.. 

12  0 0 

P. Warden .................. 

30  0 0 

J. M'Ciossin ................ 
G. Forsyth .................. 

..

12  

30 0 0 

J. H. Daniel ................ 
C. F.Hunt .................. 

12  0 0 

C. Paterson .................. 
U. H. Johnson .............. 

Thos. Grace ................ 12 0 0 

J. Harris .................... 
Jane Graham ................ 

15  0 0 Wm. Hogarth ................ 
25 0 0 Hy.Pike .................... 

.. 

15  0 0 
200  0 0 

R.Smith .................... 
E.B.]Jaly ................. 

12  0 0 T.Armson .................. 
W.West .................... 15  0 0 

100 0 Of  
15 0 0 
0 0 

R. Dick..................... 

0 0 

Wm. M'Lean................ 
U. Walmsley ...............12  

0 0 
M.Byrne ...................18 
Geo. Hewlett ...............60 
J. Humphreys .............. .15 0 0 
Thos. Laidlaw............... 120 0 0 

is. per diem (Sundays excepted) 
allowed for Porterage. 

Letter Carrier employed. 

Letter Carrier employed by Inhabitants 
under Government sanction. 

£15 per annum for Porterage allowed. 

6,127 15 0 
Bowling Alley Point 12 0 0 New Office—no Postmaster yet 

( 
appointed. 

TOTAL ...........£6,139 15 0 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

POSTAL COflIUNICATION BET\VEEN SYDNEY AD 1ACDONALD RIVER1 
(PETITION FROM INHABITANTS OF ST. ALBAN'S.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 27 October, 1858. 

To the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, on behalf of the Inhabitants of the Macdonald River, most 

respectfully beg to lay before you the following Memorial, agreed to be 
forwarded to your Honorable House, at a Public Meeting held at the Court 
House, St. Alban's, Wednesday, October 20th, 1858 :- 

That your Memorialists having felt the urgent necessity of having Postal Communi-
cation between Sydney and Macdonald River twice a-week instead of once, which is the 

present arrangement, in or about August, 1857, sent a Petition to W. H. Christie, Esq., 
Postmaster General, stating our requirements, and received in answer, on September 4th, 

1857, intimation—" that advertisements calling for tenders for ensuing year are already 
published; and I fear that there is little chance of a surplus of vote after the postal lines 
already sanctioned and provided for; but should there be such surplus, the requests of the 

" Memorialists shall meet with every consideration." Accordingly the post continued the 
same for that year; but in February, 1858, called Postmaster General's attention to promise 

for year 1859; and on April 24th, 1858, received letter to annexed purport:—" I beg to 

" inform you that I will call for tenders for 1859 once or twice a-week, &c."—which was 
done; and naturally considered that we should have Postal Communication twice a-week, 
more particularly as Mr. David Cross, of Macdonald River, tendered for twice a-week; 
therefore were much surprised at receiving notice from Postmaster General, " that in con-

sequence of tender for twice a-week being too dear, that the communication would still be 
" once a-week." Immediately a Public Meeting of Inhabitants was convened, with a view 
to petitioning your Honorable House to grant our earnest and much wanted request. We 
may mention that the post arrives here at St. Alban's on Sunday evening, at 5 o'clock, a 

short time before church afternoon service is over, and leaves again the same evening at 
six o'clock. Thus the post is entirely useless to any one, save he resides within a few minutes 
ride of post office; and when you are informed that the number of inhabitants exceeds six 
hundred, and take into consideration the importance of this district, as regards commercial 
communication with Sydney markets, you can easily perceive the great inconvenience the 
inhabitants are put to by such an arrangement. Repeatedly we are obliged to go to Sydney, 
in the event of legal documents being forwarded which require immediate attention, as a 
fortnight would elapse before an answer could be received, unless we happened to be at post 
office at the very time the post arrived, and then what time have we to answer ?—One hour. 
And as regards Police communication 'with Wollombi, of which Police District we form a 
part, the constables are constantly going backwards and forward, in consequence of there 
being no second communication to Sydney, through which office our letters to and from 
Wollombi pass; and the same applies to our remittances to Mangrove, &c. 

Under these circumstances, most earnestly pray that your Honorable House, taking 
into deliberation our present annoyances through the post only being once a-week, that you 
will be pleased to grant our prayer, in the manner to which it may appear most beneficial. 

And, as in duty bound, your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

[here follow 31 Signatures.] 

St. Alban's, Macdonald River, 
October 20, 1858. 

561— 
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ittgiølattuc 0enIbI!2. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATIONS 
(FURTHER PAPERS RELATIVE TO, aid PANAMA.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 9 April, 1858. 

Further papers relative to a Steam Postal Service between Southampton 

and Sydney vi New Zealand and Panama. 

SCHEDULE. 
NO. PAGE. 

1. Letter from Mr. Wetton to the Colonial Secretary, stating that the Directors of the Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company are not at present at liberty to recommend to the Pro- 
prietary the ratification of his provisional agreement with this Government, 19 January, 

ISeS........................................................................ 2 

2. Under Secretary to Mr. Wetton, in reply. 6 February, 1858............................ 2 

3. Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce to the Colonial Secretary, re.juesting information 
on the subject, 27 January, 1858 ................................................ 3 

4. Under Secretary to the Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce in reply, 6 February, 1858 3 

5. Colonial Secretary, Auckland, New Zealand, to Colonial Secretary of New South Wales, 

enclosing a copy of a letter addressed to him by Mr. Wetton, and of his reply, 23 
February, 1858 .............................................................. 3 

6. Colonial Secretary to the Colonial Secretary, Auckland, in reply, forwarding a copy of the 
answer to Mr. Wetton's letter of the 19th January, 1858, (No. 1), 1.5 March, 1858 .. .. 4 

7. Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce to the Colonial Secretary, enclosing a communi- 
cation from the Chamber of Commerce on the subject, 29 March, 1858 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 

8. Under Secretary to the Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, in reply, 6 April, 1858 .. 5 

* 62—A 
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No. 1. 
CAMPI0N WETTON EsQ., to THE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY. 

Royal Mail Company, 

SIR, 
Sytney, 19 January, 1858. 

With reference to my negotiations on the part of the Royal Mail Steam 

Packet Company with the Government of New South Wales, for the establishment of Steam 

Communication between England and Australia via Panama, I am desired to acquaint you, 

that as the Company have received an intimation that Her Majesty's Government are not at 

present prepared to sanction the scheme, the Directors are not at liberty to recommend 

to the Proprietary the ratification of my provisional agreement with His Excellency's 

Government. 

But, as we are informed that Her Majesty's Government have in contemplation to 

contract with the Company for the establishment of a fortnightly Steam Service between 

England and Australia, immediately the present line via Suez is brought into a state of 

through efficiency and regularity, the Directors will be prepared to convey the fortnightly 

Mail alternately via Suez and via Panama, if such be the mutual wish of the Imperial and 

Colonial Governments. 

I have, &e, 

THE HONORABLE CHAMPION WETTON. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 2. 
Trns UNDER SECRETARY to C. WETTON, ESQ. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sqdney, 6 February, 1858. 
SIR, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 19th ultimo, stating,—with reference to your negotiations for the establishment, 

by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, of Steam Communication between England and 

Australia, via Panama and New.Zealand, that as the Company have received an intimation 

that Her Majesty's Government are not at present prepared to sanction the scheme, the 

Directors are not at liberty to recommend to the Proprietary the ratification of the pro-

visional agreement made with this Government; but, that being informed that the Home 

Government have it in contemplation to contract with the Company for the establishment 

of a fortnightly Steam Service between England and Australia, immediately the present 
line via Suez is brought into a state of thorough efficiency and regularit.y,—the Directors 

will be prepared to convey the fortnightly Mail alternately via Suez and via Panama, if 
such be the mutual wish of the Imperial and Colonial Governments. 

I am further directed to inform you, that your letter has been laid before the 

Governor General and the Executive Council; and that the Council can only express their 

regret that the Company represented by you should not have seen fit to complete an arrange-

ment which originated with their own accredited Agent. 

With regard to a fortnightly Steam Service, I am desired to state, that this. 

Government have received no official intimation that Her Majesty's Government contemplate 

any such arrangement as that to which you refer; and that they are not, therefore, in a 

position to treat with you upon the subject. 
I have, &c., 

C WETTON, ESQ., W. ELYARD. 
&e,, 

No. 3. 
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No. 3. 
THE SECRETARY TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE to. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Chamber of Commerce, 

Sra, 
sydney, 27 January, 1858. 

I am direct.ed by the Committee of this Chamber respectfully to request that 

you will inform them what progress has been made for carrying out the provisional arrange-

ment entered into with this Government by Mr. Chanipion Wetton, on behalf of the Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company, for the Postal Service v,a Panama. 

I have, &c., 

ALEX. THOMSON, 
THE11 ONORABLE 

Secretary. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

' No. 4. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO THE CIiAriBER OF COMMERCE, 

Colonial Secrelary'r Office, 

SIR, 
Spdney, 6 February, 1858, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 27th ultimo, expressing the desire of the Chamber of Commerce to obtain 

information of the progress which has been made for carrying out the provisional arrange-

ment entered into with this Government by Mr. Champion Wetton, on behalf of the Royal 

Mail Steam Packet Company, for the establishment of a Steam Postai Service between 
England and Australia via Panama and New Zealand. 

2. in reply, I am desired to inform you, that the Addresses of the Legislature on the 

subject were duly forwarded by the Governor General to the Imperial Government, with His 

Excellency's recommendation that the arrangement should be carried into effect with as little 

delay as possible, but that no answer has as yet been received to his Despatch. The only 

information of which the Colonial Government is in possession relating to this matter, is 

eontaned in a letter which has been addressed to the Colonial Secretary by Mr. Wctton, 

who states, that., as the Company have received an intimation that Her Majesty's Government 

are not at present prepared to sanction the scheme, the Directors are not at liberty to 

recommend to the proprietary the ratification of the provisional agreement made with this 
Government. 

I have, &c., 

ALEXANDER THOMSON, ESQ., 
W. ELYARD. 

Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce. 

No.5. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, AUCKLAND, to THE CoLONIAl, SECRETARY, SYDNEY. 

New Zealand. 

Colonial S'ecre1a''s O,ffice, 

SIR, 
Auckland, 23 February, 1858. 

With reference to former correspondence on the subject of a contract for the 
conveyance of Mai]s between England and Australia by way of Panama and New Zealand, I 
have the honor to transmit to you, for the information of the Government of New South 

Wales, a copy of a letter received from Mr. Wetton, and of one which has been addressed, by 
my direction, to that gentleman, in reply. 

I have, &c., 
THE HONORABLE E. W. STAFFORD. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

New South Wales. 

[Encic.surc 
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[Enclosure 1 in No. 5] 

Royal Mail Companti, 
S,dney, 20 January, 1858. 

For the information of the Government of New Zealand, I beg to hand you, 
under cover hereof, a copy of my communication of yesterday's date to the Colonial Secretary 
of New South Wales, in reference to my late negotiations, on the part of the Royal Mail 
Company, with that Government, and with the Government of New Zealand, for the estab- 
lishment of Steam Communication between England and Australia via Panama. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE CHAMPION WETTON. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 
New Zealand, Auckland. 

[Enclosure 2 in No. 5.1 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
0 Auckland, 23 February, 1858. 

SIR, 
I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 20th ultimo, transmitting a copy of your communication of the 19th of the 
same month to the Colonial Secretary cf New South Wales, with reference to your late 
negotiation, on the part of the Royal Mail Company, with the Governments of New South 
Wales and New Zealand, for the establishment of Steam Communication between .Engrand. 

and Australia via Panama. 
In that communication you state that, as the Company have received an intimation 

that Her Majesty's Government are not at present prepared to sanction the scheme, the 
Directors are not at liberty to recommend to the Proprietary the ratification of your pro- 

visional agreement. 
In reply, I am to state, that as Mr. Stafford is unaware that the sanction of the 

Imperial Government was in any way requisite to the ratification of the agreement, he can-
not admit the withholding of that sanction as any justification of the course taken by the 
Directors. That agreement was entered into by the Governments of New South Wales and 
New Zealand as principals, and without any reference to the views or opinions of the Imperial 
Government, to whom only the preparation of the details of the contract was referred; nor 
was the necessity of such reference ever required by you during the progress of the 

negotiations. 
The Government of New Zealand being, however, now released from any engagement 

with the Royal Mail Company, in respect of the subject of the negotiations, will be prepared 
to make such arrangements as it may deem suitable with any parties desirous of establishing 

the service in question. 
I have, &c., 

C. WETTON, ESQ., W. GISBORNE, 

Royal Mail Company, Under Secretary. 

Sydney. 

No. 6. 

T.uF COLONIAL SECRETARY, SYDNEY, to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, AUCKLAND. 

New South Wales, 

Colonial Secretary's Ofilce, 

Sydney, 15 March, 1858. 

SIR 
.i have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd ultimo, 

in which, with reference to former correspondence respectiag a Contract for the conveyance 

of Mails between England and Australia, by way of Panama and New Zealand, you forwarded 

a copy of a communication received by you from Mr. Wetton, enclosing a copy of one 

addressed by him to me on the subject, together with a copy of your reply; and I transmit, 

for your information, a copy of the answer which was given by this Government to Mr. 

Vetton's letter. 
I have, &c., 

CHARLES COWPER. 

THE JIONORABLE 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

Auckland, New Zealand. 

No. 7. 
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No. 7. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE CHAMBER OF CoMiERcE to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Chamber of Commerce, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 29 March, 1858. 

I have the honor, by desire of this Chamber, to lay before you the accompanying 

Memorial, having reference to the subject of the Royal Mail Company's Contract with the 

Government of New South Wales for a Monthly Steam Postal Communication with England 

via Panama, and to request, respectfully, that you will be pleased to submit the same to His 

Excellency the Governor General. 
I have, &e., 

THE HONORABLE ALEXANDER THOMSON. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

[Enclosure in No. 7.] 

Chamber of Commerce, 
Sydney, 29 March, 1858. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 
The Sydney Chamber of Commerce having taken into consideration the subject 

of the provisional Contract made in the mouth of June, last year, between your Excellency's 
Government and Mr. Champion Wetton, the accredited Agent of the Royal Mail Company, 
for the establishment of a monthly Steam Communication between Sydney and Southampton 
via Panama; and having carefully and dispassionately weighed the facts and inferences 
deducible from the correspondence which passed between Mr. Wetton and the Governments 
of this Colony and New Zealand, having regard also to the fact that, in every particular, 
the stipulated conditions were faithfully carried out by this Colony, even to the voting of the 
required subsidy of £35,000 ; and that on the part of the Company no action appears to 
have been taken to fulfil the obligations of their authorised Agent,—are of opinion that it is 
neither proper nor desirable that a compact solemnly entered into with the Government of 
this Colony should be thus disrespectfully evaded by any body of Directors, whatever their 
position or influence may be; and, therefore, venture respectfully to request that your 
Exeellecuy will be pleased to cause such measures to be adopted as will compel the Directors 
of the Royal Mail Cornpany.to  carry out, in its integrity, the agreement concluded, in their 
behalf, by Mr. Champion Wetton. 

For, and on behalf of the Members of the Sydney Chamber of Commerce, 
JOSEPH S. WILLIS, 

His EXCELLENCY Chairman. 
SIR WILLIAM THOMAS DENISON, K.C.B, 

&c., &c., &e. 

No. 8. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Colonial &crctary's Ojice, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 6 April, 1858. 

By desire of the Colonial Secretary, I have the honor to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, and to inform you that the communication from 

the Chamber of Commerce therein enclosed, in which they request that measures may be 

taken by the Governor General to compel the Directors of the Royal Mail Steam Packet 

Company to carry out, in its integrity, the agreement concluded, on their behalf, with Mr. 

Wetton, for the establishment of a Steam Postal Service between Southampton and Sydney 

via Panama and New Zealand, has been laid before His Excellency. 

The arrangement made with Mr. -Wetton was, as will be observed by the letter 

addressed to you from this Department on the 27th of June last, a provisional one, subject 

to the approval on the one part of the local Parliament, and on the other to ratification by 

the Shareholders of the Company in England; and, although it is much to be regretted that 

the Directors have as yet taken no steps to fulfil the arrangement which originated with 

their own accredited agent, it does not appear that the Government has any power to compel 

them to do so. 

I am, however, directed to add, with reference to my letter of the 6th of February 

last, that no reply has been received to the Governor General's Despatch, in which His 

Excellency forwarded to the Imperial Government the Addresses of the local Legislature on 

the subject, with a recopimendation that the Contract piovisionally made with Mr. Wetton 

should be completed with as little delay as possible. 
I have, &c., 

ALEXANDER THOMSON, ESQ., W. ELYARD 
Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce. 

* 62—B 
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1858. 

iLgtItiDe IøembI. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION. 
(CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordeied by the LegislaUve Assembly to be P,intecl, 13 April, 1858. 

Papers relating to the Contract with the European and Australian 
Royal Mail Company for the Conveyance of Mails between 
Great Britain and Australia. 

SCHEDULE. 
No. 
1. Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce to the Colonial Secretary, inquiring with reference 

Page. 

to the Contract with the Royal Mail Company, 7 November, 1857... ,. .. .. 2 

2. Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce to the Colonial Secretary, forwarding a copy of 
Resolutions on the subject of the irregular performance of the Contract, 13 November, 1857. 2 

3. Under Secretary to Secretary of Chamber of Commerce, in reply, 17 November, 1857. .. 2 

4. Secretary to Chamber of Commerce to Colonial Secretary, transmitting a Petition of the 
Chamber of Commerce, 10 December, 1857... ,. .. .. .. .. .. 3 

5. Secretary to Chamber of Commerce to Colonial Secretary, forwarding a further Petition of 
the Chamber of Commerce on the subject, 8 March, 1858. .. .. .. .. .. 4 

6. Under Secretary to Secretary of Chamber of Commerce, in reply, 18 March, 1858. .. ,. 
7. Mr. Wetton to Colonial Secretary, in reference to the Mail Service between England and the 

Colonies, 24 February, 1858. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5 
S. Under Secretary to Mr. Wetton, in reply, 25 February, 1858. .. ,. .. .. .. S 
9. Colonial Secretary of New South Wales to Chief Secretary, Victoria, Chief Secretary, 

South Australia, Colonial Secretary, Tasmania, 27 February, 1858, and Colonial Secretary, 
Auckland, New Zealand, on the same subject, 10 March, 1858. .. .. .. .. 6 

10, Colonial Treasurer of Tisininia to Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, transmitting the 

copy of an answer given by that Government to a letter from Mr. Wetton, 15 March, 1858 7 
11. Chief Secretary, Souti Australia. to Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, acknowledging 

receipt of his letter of 27 February, 1858. .. .. ., .. .. ,. .. .. 7 

*c 20—A 84— 



STEAM POSTAL COM1UNICATION. 

No. 1. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Chamber of Commerce, 

Sydney, 7 November, 1857. 
SIR, 

I am directed by the Committee of this Chamber to request that you will 

have the kindness to inform them if, in the event of the Admiralty determining the contract 

at present existing with the European and Australian Royal Mail Company, the Commis 

sioners are empowered to enter immediately into a fresh contract, or if they must first obtain 

the sanction of the Colonial Governments for that purpose. 

I have, &c., 

ALEXR. THOMSON, 

THE HONORABLE Secretary. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 2. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Chamber of Commerce, 

Sydney, 13 November, 1857. 
SIR, 

By direction of the Sydney Chamber of Commerce, I have the honor to lay 

before you the accompanying copy of a series of Resolutions (adopted at a Meeting held 

yesterday), which it is respectfully requested may be transmitted to Her Majesty's Secretary 

of State for the Colonies. 
I have, &c., 

ALEXR. THOMSON, 

THE HONORABLE Secretary. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

[Enclosure in No. 2.] 

At a meeting of the Sydney Chamber of Commerce, held the 12th November, 1857. 
It was resolved— 

" 1. That this Chamber has noticed with much gratification the Resolutions recently 
"adopted by both Houses of Parliament expressive of the extreme dissatisfaction entertained 
"as to the mode in which the Contract of the European and Australian Royal Mail Steam 
Company has been hitherto performed. 
"2. That it appears desirable that an expression of opinion upon the same important 

"subject should also emanate from the Sydney Chamber of Commerce, more especially as, since 
the present Time Table only allows two days for replies to their correspondents, the merchants 
and traders of this City have been most seriously inconvenienced by the past irregularities 
of the service. 

113. That this Chamber is of opinion that, if the Directors of the European and Aus-
tralian Royal Mail Company do not satisfy the Imperial Government that they are making 
"effectual provision for proper performance of the service in future, the Contract ought to be 
"annulled." 

ALEXR. TIIOMSON, 
Secretary. 

No. 3. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 17 November, 1857. 
SIR, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letters of the 7th and 13th of this month, respecting the Contract with the European 

and Australian Royal Mail Steam Company for the conveyance of the Mails between Australia 

and the United Kingdom, and to state that the Government is glad to observe, by the 
Resolution 
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Resolution enclosed in the last mentioned letter, that the view taken by the Chamber of 

Commerce on this subject is in accordance with the opinion expressed by the Legislature of 
this Colony, which will, of course, be communicated to the Home Government. 

2. At the same time, I am desired to point out that the Resolutions enclosed 

in your communication are not in the proper form for transmission to the Secretary of State; 

but, if the Chamber of Commerce will submit a Petition embodying the representation 

which they may desire to make on the subject, it will be 4uly forwarded to the Imperial 
Goyernment. 

I have, &c., 
ALEXANDER THOMSON, ESQ., W. ELYARD. 

Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce. 

No.4. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Chamber of Commerce, 

SIR, 
Sydney, 10 December, 1857. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Under Secretary's letter 
(57-4599) of the 17th November, and, in pursuance of the suggestion contained therein, to 

submit a Petition to His Excellency the Governor General, the form of which, it is hoped, 

will obviate the objection that exists to a compliance with the request of this Chamber, as 

conveyed in my letter of the 13th November. 

THE HONORABLE 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

&c,, &c. 

I have1  &e., 

ALEXR. THOMSON, 

Secretary. 

[Enclosure in Ni,. 4.] 

To His Excellency Sir William Thomas Denison, Knight Commander of 
the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor General in and 
over Her Majesty's Colonies of New South Wales, Tasmania, Victoria, 
South Australia, and Western Australia, and Captain-General and 
Governor-in-Chief of the Territory of New South Wales and its 
Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same. 

The Petition of the Sydney Chamber of Commerce,—

HUMBLY SUEWETH 

That at a General Meeting of the Members of the Chamber held on the 12th 
of November, 1857, it was resolved 

That this Chamber has noticed, with much gratification, the Resolutions recently 
adopted by both Houses of Parliament, expressive of the extreme dissatisfac-
tion entertained as to the mode in which the Contract of the European and 
Australian Royal Mail Company has been hitherto performed. 

That it appears desirable that an expression of opinion upon the same important 
subject should also emanate from the Sydney Chamber of Commerce, more 
especially as since the present Time Table only allows two days for replies to 
their correspondents, the merchants and traders of this City have been most 
seriously inconvenienced by the past irregularities of the service. 

3. That this Chamber is of opinion that if the Directors of the European and 
Australian Royal Mail Company do not satisfy the Imperial Government that 
they are making effectual provision for proper performance of the service in 
future, the Contract ought to be annulled. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Excellency may be pleaed to corn.-
municate the foregoing Resolutions to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

For and on behalf of the Sydney Chamber of Commerce, 
R. TOWNS, 

Chairman. 

No. 5. 
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No. 5. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Chamber of Commerce, 

Sydney, 8 March, 1858. 
SiR, 

I do myself the honor, by direction of the Committee of this Chamber, t 

wait upon you with the accompanying Petition to His Excellency the Governor General, 

praying that a series of Resolutions in reference to the existing Steam Postal Contract, 

adopted by the Chamber at its last sitting, and set forth in the Petition, may be transmitted. 

to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

I have, &c., 

ALEXR. TI-IOMSOY. 
THE HONORABLE, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

[Encl'sure in No. 51 

To His Excellency Sir William Thomas Denison, Knight Commander of 
the Most Ilonorable Order of the Bath, Governor General in and 
over all Her Majesty's Colonies of New South Wales, Tasmania, 
Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia, and Captain 
General and Governor-in-Chief of the Territory of New South 
Wales and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same, 
&c., &c, &c., 

The Petition of the Sydney Chamber of Commerce,— 

HUMBLY SHEWETH :— 

That at a General Meeting of the Members of the Chamber, held on the 5th 
day of March, 1858, it was resolved :- 

That in the opinion of this Chamber the Time Table adopted by the European 
and Australian Royal.  Mail Company would be very inconvenient to the 
Colonists of New South Wales, even if it were maintained with punctuality. 

That the inconvenience to which the Colonists would even then be subjected 
has been most seriously aggravated by the inefficient performance of the 
Contract. 

That so long as the present Time Table is retained, the inhabitants of this 
Colony will, it is feared, be constantly subject to repetitions of the incon-
venience to which they have been on several occasions exposed by the non-
arrival in Sydney of the overland Mail prior to the departure of the steamer 
with the homeward Mail. 

That such a re-arrangement of the Time Table as will render the recurrence of 
past irregularities less probable is due to the Colonists of New South 'Wales, 
considering the extent of their commerce, and the amount contributed by 
them to the subsidy paid to the European and Australian Royal Mail Company. 

That it is the more incumbent upon the Company to accede to their just demand 
in this particular as a diminution in the number of days now permitted 
between the arrival and departure of the Mails at and from London would 
permit of the desired re-arrangement of the Time Table. 

That if so reasonable a request be not promptly granted, it will, undoubtedly, 
become a matter for grave consideration with the Colonists of New South 
Wales whether it will be politic for them to continue their contribution to 
a service from, which they have derived little benefit, and which, in conseque'nce 
of its irregularity, has caused them most serious inconvenience. 

And further, this Chamber desires to reiterate the opinion expressed in their 
Petition of 10th December last,—that if the Directors of the European and 
Australian Royal Mail Company do not satisfy the Imperial Government that 
they are making effectual provision for the proper performance of the service 
in future, the Contract ought to be annulled. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Excellency may be pleased to 
transmit the foregoing Resolutions to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

For and on behalf of the Sydney Chamber of Commerce, 

JOSEPH S. WILLIS, 
Chairman. 

No. 6. 
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No. 6. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO THE CHAMEEB. OF COMMERCE. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sin, 
Sydney, 18 11arc1, 1858. 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 8th instant, enclosing a Petition from the Chamber of Commerce, embodying 

a series of Resolutions passed by the Chamber, in reference to the existing Steam - Postal 

Contract; and to inform you, that the Petition will be transmitted by His Excellency the 
Governor General to the Secretary of State by the next Mail. 

I have, &c., 
ALEXANDER TiloalsoN, ESQ., W. ELYA RD. 

Secretary to the Sydney Chamber of Commerce. 

 

C. WETTON, ESQ., to TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

European and Australian Roial Mail Steam Gompany, 

- 
Sin, 

Sydney, 24 February, 1858. 

As the representative in Australia of the Royal Mail and of the European 

and Australian Royal Mail Companies, I have the honor to address you in reference to the 

Mail Service between England and the Colonies. 

From many causes, now unnecessary to advert to, partly accidental, partly arising 

from the natural difficulties of the route, and partly from inexperience, the Mailshave-not 

generally been delivered at either terminus with regularity, or within the Contract time 

nor has the service been carried on in a manner satisfactory to any of the parties interested 
in the Contract, at Home or in the Colonies, to Her Majesty's Government or to the 

Company themselves. This is acknowledged and regretted by the Company; and this is 

now in course of remedy, by new arrangements made under
,  the sanction and full approval 

of Her Majesty's Government. 

With the view of reorganizing the Service on a new and better footing, the assistance 

of an experienced and powerful Company has been obtained, in the amalgamation of the 

Royal Mail Steam Packet Company with the European and Australian Royal Mail Company, 

under an agreement which nw only waits the legalization of an Act of the Imperial 

Parliament. Anticipating the assent of the Legislature, the new nianagement are already 

taking active measures to organize a more efficient staff ashore and afloat, and to place on 

the line a sufficient number of powerful vessels, with a spare ship at either terminus of the 

outside service; by which means, it is to be hoped, better time will be kept in future, and 

as near an approach will be made to regularity as is possible under the existing terms of the 

Contract. All that long experience and ample means can do will now be done to carry 

out this Service in a manner worthy of the great interests involved. And the Company, 

thus newly and more rigorously constituted, with so great an outlay already incurred, has a. 

right to ask of the public and of the Governments of these Colonies a fresh and a fair trial 

and some forbearance, pending the reorganization of the Service. 

I have, &c., 
THE HONORABLE CHAMPION WETTON, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 
Superintendent. 

New South Wales, 

Sydney. 

 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to C. WETTON, ESQ. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sin, 
Sydney, 25 February, 1858. 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of yesterday's date, in which, adverting to the irregularities which have occurred in 

the performance of the Contract for the conveyance of the Mails between England and these 
84—B 

Colonies, 
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Colonies, you state that they are now in the course of remedy by new arrangements, and, 

in consequence, urge that the Company you represent should have a fresh and fair trial, and 

some forbearance, pending the reorganization of the Service. 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the Government of this Colony feels 

that it has good reason to be very much dissatisfied with the mode in which the Mail Service 

has been conducted. Strong remonstrances have already been made to the Imperial 

Government, pointing out the numerous failures which have taken place, and which can only 

be attributed to the neglect of the Company, and its utter disregard of the conditions of the 

Contract, and the vague statements of the measures contemplated by the Company for the 

improvement of the Service, which are contained in your communication, are not considered 

by the Government sufficient to justify it in withholding the further remonstrance which it is 

intended to make., or in agreeing to a further trial of a Company which has so utterly failed 

in performing its engagements. 
I have, &c., 

C. WETTON, ESQ., W. ELYARD. 

&c., &c , &c. 

No. 9. 

Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY to Tan Cninr SEcRETARY, VIcToRIA. 

.New Soul/s IYales, 

Uo'on al Sccretary O[ce, 

Sydney, 27 February, 1858. 
Sin, 

You are no doubt aware that the irregular manner in which the Mail Service 

between England and the Australian Colonies, by the European and Australian Royal Mail 

Steam Company, has been performed has been the subject of much complaint in New South 

Wales, and this has been felt so seriously that representations have been made, from time to 

time, to the Home Government, pointing out the inconvenence which has resulted from the 

failure of the Company to observe the conditions of the Contract. 

Mr. Wetton, who has recently been appointed Superintendent of the Company, 

has addressed to me a letter, stating that these irregularities are in course of remedy by new 

arrangements, and bespeaking for the Company a fresh trial and forbearance, pending the 

reorganization of the Service. It does not appear, however, to this Government that 

anything has been advanced by Mr. Wetton which should induce it either to withhold the 

additional remonstrance, which is about to be made to the Imperial Government on the 

subject, or to signify its willingness to be a party to any arrangement for extending a further 

trial to a company which has so completely failed in its engagements; and, as there seems to 

be a possibility that Mr. Wetton has made a similar communication to the adjoining Colonies, 

I have the honor to transmit, for your information, a copy of the reply which has been 

addressed to him in answer to his letter to me. 

I take this opportunity of stating that the subject of the Steam Postal Service 

between the United Kingdom and New South Wales is now engaging the serious con-

sideration of this Government, with a view to the proposal of some plan by which a speedy 

and regular communication may be secured. 

I shall be happy to enter into any correspondence with you upon this subject, or 

to receive from you any suggestions with which you may be disposed to favor me, in order 

that this Colony may be prepared to act in concert with the neighbouring Colonies; and I 

bog to assure you of our readiness to meet in a friendly spirit the wishes of our fellow 

Colonists upon this most important subject, and to co-operate with them in a united endeavour 

to obtain such a measure as shall be of mutual advantage to the Australian Colonies. 

I have, &c., 

CHARLES COWPER. 

Similar Letters addressed to the Colonial Secretary, Tasmania, dated 27th February, 

.858. Chief Secretary, South Australia, dated 27th February, 1858. Colonial Secretary, 

Auckland, New Zealand, 10th March, 1858. 

No. 10. 
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No. 10. 

THE COLONIAL TO.EASURER OF TASMANIA to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY OF 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Colonial Treasury, Iioba,t Town, 

15 March, 1858. 
SIR, 

I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 27th ultimo, and the copy 

of your reply, of the 25th, to the Agent of the European and Australian Royal Mail Company; 

and I beg to transmit the answer of this Government to that.gentleman. 

I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE FREDK. N. . INNES. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

Sydney, New South Wales. 

[Enclosure in No. 10.] 

Tasmania,. 
Colonial 

SIR, 

Treasury, Hobart Town, 
15 March, 1858. 

I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 24tl ultimo, wherein, as 
the representative in Australia of the European and Australian Royal Mail Companies, you 
address me in reference to the Mail Service between England and the Colonies. 

In this communication you state that, from many causes, partly accidental, partly 
resulting from the novelty of the undertaking, the Mails have not been delivered at either 
terminus with regularity or within the contract, nor has the Service been carried on in a 
manner satisfactory to any of the parties interested in the contract; and you intimate that, 
with a view to reorganizing the Service on a better footing, arrangements are in progress by 
which it is hoped that better time will be kept in future, and an approach made to regularity; 
and you ask of the Government of this, as of the other Colonies, a fresh and a fair trial, and 
some forbearance, pending the reorganization of the Service. 

The Government of this Colony is not insensible to the risks which attended the 
adoption of a new mode of Postal Communication between Europe and the Australian 
Colonies, and has not been disposed, therefore, on slight grounds to complain of those irregu-
larities which have taken place, and which you are constrained yourself, as the Agent of the 
European and Australian Royal Mail Company, to admit. It is gratified also to learn, that 
by new arrangements it is hoped that those irregulatities will be obviated in future; but I am 
not warranted by the indefinite assurances in your letter, and by past- experience of the 
management of the Company you represent, to commit this Government further than by this 
general acknowledgment of your communication. 

I have, &c., 
F. M. INNES. 

CIIAai'roN WETTON, ESQ., 
Superintendent, European and Australian 

Royal Mail Company, Sydney. 

No. 11. 

THE CHIEF SECRETARY, SouTH AUSTRALIA, to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

NEW SouTti WALES. 

South Australia, 

Chief Secretary's Office, 

Adelaide, 15 March, 1858. 
SIR, 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, putting 

me in possession of the purport of a correspondence which has passed between your Govern-

ment and Mr. Wetton, the Superintendent to the European and Australian Royal Mail Com-

pany, relative to the irregular manner in which the Mail Service between England and the 

Australian Colonies has been performed, and further reporting the willingness of the New 

South Wales Government to enter into some new arrangement for the speedy and regular 

conveyance of the Mails. I have now the honor, by direction of His Excellency Sir R. G. 

Macdonnell, to inform you, that the subject will receive the full consideration of the Govern- 

ment of South Australia. 
I have, &c., 

W. YOUNG HUSBAND, 
THE HONORABLE Chief Secretary. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 
New South Wales. 
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NE W SOUTH WALES. 

STEAM SHIP "CITY OF SYDNEY." 
(PAPERS RELATIVE TO CHARTER OF, FOR CONVEYANCE OF MAILS TO SUEZ.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be P,in ted, 13 April, 1858. 

PAPERS relatiig to the Charter of the Steam Ship " City of Sydney" 

for the conveyance of the Mails, in the place of the European and 

Australian Royal Mail Company's Contract Vessel, the "European." 

SCHEDULE. 
NO. 1'AOa. 

Mr. Larmour to the Colonial Secretary, relative to the Charter of the "City of Sydney" for 
the conveyance of the Mails in lieu of the "European," and forwarding the copy of a letter 

from the Admiralty Agent on the subject, 2 November, 1857 ............................. 2 
Postmaster General to the Colonial Secretary reporting on Mr. Larmour's proposal, 4 

November, 1857 .................................................................... 3 

Under Secretary to Mr. Lannour, in reply, 6 November, 1857............................3 

Under Secretary to Postmaster General on the subject, 6 November, 1857 ................4 
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No. 1. 

H. LARMOUIt, Esq., is THE CoLoNIAr SECRETARY. 

- European and Australian Royal Mail Company, 

Sydney, 2 November, 1857. 

Sin, 

In consequence of the crank shaft of the S. S. "European" having proved 

defective, and it being impossible to provide a new one in time to despatch that vessel with 

the Mails of the 11th November, to meet the requirements of the service, I have chartered, 

at a heavy outlay, the only vessel available for the service in the Colonies, viz., the " City of 

"Sydney." 

As Captain Reid, the Admiralty Agent of the " European," has communicated to me 

hLs refusal to embark the Mails on board the " City of Sydney," (copy of which communica-

tion I enclose,) I will thank you to inform me whether the Government of New South Wales 

will objet to the despatch of the Mails per "City of Sydney," under the contract. It will 

only be a temporary arrangethent for this voyage, and the ship not to be continued in the 

scrvice. 
I have, &c., 

H. LARMOUR, 

Manager. 
TiiF HONORABLE 

TEE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

[Enclosure in No. 1.] 

R. M. S. S. " European," 
Sydney, 31 October, 1857. 

SIB, 
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th instant, informing 

me that the crank shaft of the "European" had proved defective, and that it is impossible 
to provide another in time to despatch that vessel with IT. M. Mails on 11th proximo, but in 
'ieu of the "European" that, you had chartered the "City of Sydney," steamer, for the 
service. 

I have to call your attention to the articles of agreement between my Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty and the Directors,—that in every case of a ship becoming 
disabled the Company will "replace the same by good and efficient vessels of similar tonnage." 

On inspecting the steamer "City of Sydney," I find her not in accordance with the 
terms of Contract, and therefore decline embarking with H. M. Mails in her, on the 11th 
proximo. 

I have, &c, 
W. REID, 
Commander R. N., 

Admiralty Agent. 
H. LARMOUR, ESQ., 

Manager of the European and Australian 
Royal Mail Company, Sydney. 

No. 2. 



1047 

STEAM SHIP "CITY OF SYDNEY." 3 

No. 2. 

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

General Post Office, 

Sydney, 4 November, 1857. 
Sin, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communication addressed to 

you by the Manager of the European and Australian Royal Mail Company, together with an 

enclosure, addressed to Mr. Larmour, by Captain Reid, R.N., the Admiralty Agent on board 

the "European," and beg to report thereon, in pursuance of your instructions under blank 

cover of yesterday's date. 

I am of opinion that, under the present circumstances, the despatch of the usual 

Monthly Mail is highly expedient, and will be of great benefit to the public; and that, as the 

"European" cannot convey the November Mails, and there is an uncertainty as to the 

Columbian" being able to do so, the chartering of the "City of Sydney" is likely to prove 

advantageous to the public interests. 

I understand the Admiralty Agent's letter as protesting against the " City of 

"Sydney" as not being the class of vessel contracted for by the Home Government, and as 

giving his decision not to accompany her, but to remain for the "European," whose Mail he 

will take charge of in due course. 

In a personal communication with Captain Reid, be confirmed this view, and adcle 

the word "with" in his original letter, which addition to some extent modifies his former 

communication. 

I purpose, with the approval of the Government, shipping the usual Monthly Mail 

by the "City of Sydney," and would respectfully recommend that the Manager of the 

European and Australian Royal Mail Company be informed of this decision ; as also that 

the Colonial Government can in no way enter on the general question of the Contract, or its 

non-performance; and that their acquiescence in the present arrangements must in no way 

be considered as interfering with any fines or penalties that the Home Government may 

think proper to inflict. 
I have, &e., 

W. H. CHRISTIE, 

THE HONORABLE Postmaster General. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 3. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to H. LARMOUR, ESQ. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 6 November, 1857. 

SIR, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 2nd. instant, stating that, in consequence of the crank shaft of the steam ship 

"European" having proved defective, and the impossibility of providing a new one in time 

to despatch that vessel with the Mails of the 11th of this month, you have chartered the 

11  City of Sydney," as the only vessel available for the service in the Colonies, and inquiring 

whether this Gov3rnment will object to the despatch of the Mails for the present month by 

the latter steamer, under the Contract. 

2. In reply, I am directed to infor.m you, that, in order to prevent the great incon-

venience to the community which would be occasioned by the usual Monthly Mail not being 

despatched at the appointed time, the Postmaster General will be authorised to ship them on 

board the " City of Sydney," as you desire; but it is to be distinctly understood, that the 

course 
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course adopted by the Colonial Government is not to be considered as interfering with the 

obligation of the Company you represent duly to perform their Contract, or with any fines or 

penalties to which they may become liable in consequence of the breach of any of the pro-

visions of it. 

I have, &c, 
H. LARMOUR, ESQ., W. ELYARD. 

Manager of the European and 

Australian Royal Mail Company. 

No. 4. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY to THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

Colonial Secietary's Office, 

Sydney, 6 November, 1857. 
Sin, 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, I am directed 

by the Colonial Secretary to transmit, for your information and guidance, a copy of a letter 

which has been addressed to the Manager of the European and Australian Royal Mail 

Company, in reply to a communication from him on the subject of the transmission of the 

Mails for the present month by the " City of Sydney." 

I have, &c., 
THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. W. ELYARD. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION. 
(DESPATCHES RELATIVE TO CONTRACT FOR.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 20 May, 1858. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLoNIEs to GOVERNOR SIR W. DENISON. 

(Circular.) Downing-street, 

13 March, 1858. 
SIR, 

As some dissatisfaction has been felt in the Australian Colonies at the manner 

in which the conveyance of Mails between this Country and Australia has been executed 

by the European and Australian Royal Mail Company, I think it right to transmit to you, 

for your information, a copy of a letter which has been received at this Department from the 27 Feb., 1858. 

Treasury, in answer to a representation on the subject which was made by the Government 

of Victoria; and I trust that the further arrangements referred to in Mr. Wilson's letter 

will have the effect of ensuring a greater degree of punctuality in the performance of this 

service. 

I have, &c., 

GOVERNOR STANLEY. 

SIR W. DENISON, K.C.B., 

&c., 

New South Wales. 

JAMES WILSON, ESQ., to H. MERIVALE, ESQ. 

Treasury Chambers, 
27 February, 1858. 

SIR, 
With reference to your letter of the 20th instant, transmitting copy of a 

Despatch from the Governor of Victoria, with a memorandum which has been drawn up by 
the Postmaster General, as to the unsatisfactory manner in which the European and 
Australian Royal Mail Company have hitherto carried out their Contract, and requesting to 
be informed of the views of this Board upon this subject,-1 am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Secretary of State for the - Colonies, that my Lords concur very much in the views taken 
by Sir H. Barkly as to this service, and they are of opinion that it would be a good means 
of securing greater regularity if the voyage between Suez and Melbourne were divided by a 
change of vessel at Point de Galle. 

My Lords have perused the representations of the Chamber of Commerce at 
Melbourne, and join with them in deprecating the extreme irregularity of the service. My 
Lords have, however, taken every means in their power, short of terminating the Contract, to 
induce the Company to perform the service with greater regularity. The heavy fines pro-
vided for by the Contract have been enforced to the full extent to which My Lords con-
sideredthem as due. 

The subject of proceeding to more serious measures has engaged the attention of this 
Board; but My Lords have been deterred from taking any further steps up to this time, on 
several considerations. 

203— First,— 
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First,—Experience has shown the Home Government that all the extensive and heavy 
services are performed, in the first instance, in a manner which has never been satisfactory 
to the Government or to the public; and my Lords felt that it was better to put up with a 
less I)erfect service for a time, in the hope that, as the arrangements of the Company became 
more perfect, it would improve, and rather than hazard a new Contract with a new Company, 
which would again unsettle everything, and expose the service to all the risks of forming 
new arrangements; and, next, the European and Australian Company has recently 
effected arrangements with the West India Royal Mail Company to assist them in the per-
formance of the service; from this arrangement, which will bring both ships and expe- 
rience in management to the service of the European and Australian Company, My Lords 
are led to hope for an improved service. 

In the meantime every motive will be given to urge the Company in that direction, 
by the infliction of the penalties which become payable. 

My Lords, however, see, with much regret, that the Postmaster General of Victoria 
is the first to suggest a repudiation of the obligations of the Contract on the part of that 
Colony. 

The Contract was made, at the direct wish of the Colonies, by Her Majesty's Govern-
ment, and every security for its performance was taken by the Home Government. The 
irregularities which have occurred are as much a matter of regret, concern, and inconve-
nience to those who in this country are connected with the Colonies, and the public in 
general who have correspondence with them, as they can be to the Colonies themselves. 

And my Lords feel assured that the Colonies, sensible of the efforts on the part of 
the Home Government to make arrangements, and to carry them into effect so as to meet 
the mutual wants of both parties interested in the fulfilment of the Contract, will, on their 
part, continue faithfully to fulfil their obligations, until it shall be thought fit on both sides 
to discontinue the arrangements. 

I am, &c., 

JAMES WILSON. 
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NE W SOUTH WALES. 

STEAM POSTAL CONTRACT. 
(DESPATCH RELATIVE TO PERFORMANCE OF.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 15 June, 1858. 

Tnu SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES to GOVERNOR Sin W. DENISON. 

(Circular.) Downing-street, 

Sin, 
23 March., 1858. 

With reference to my Circular Despatch of the 13th instant, respecting the 

manner in which the Mail Contract has hitherto been performed by the European and 

Australian Royal Mi1 Company, I transmit to you the copy of a letter from the Assistant 13 March, 1858. 
Secretary to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, from which you will perceive that the 

Company are prepared to keep six vessels of a proper size on the Suez and Sydney Line, 

and that the two which are now employed on that line will shortly be replaced by other 

two of larger dimensions, and that the necessary measures will be taken by the Board of 
Admiralty to enforce that arrangement. 

I have, &o., 
GOVERNOR  STANLEY. 

Sin Was. DENI50N, K.C.B.,  

&c., 

New South Wales. 

Sin C. B. ThEV.ELYAN, K.C.B., to HERMAN MERIVALE, ESQ. 

T' easury Chambers, 

Sin, 
16 March, 1858. 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury have directed sue to 
acquaint you, for the information of Lord Stanley, with reference to your letter of 20th 
ultimo, that my Lords have been informed by the Board of Admiralty that, having com-
municated with the European and Australian Steam Packet Company relative to the com-
plaints preferred against them by the Chamber of Commerce at Melbourne, &e, with respect 
to the manner in which the Mail Service has been performed, the Board have received an 
admission from the Company of the necessity of keeping (6) six vessels on the Suez and 
Sydney Line. 

I am at the same time to state, that the Company have at present that number of 
vessels on the line, and though two of these are not of the proper size, they will be replaced 
shortly by two of the proper dimensions, and that the Board will take measures for main-
taining that number of vessels on the line for the future. 

I am, &e., 
C. B. TREVELYAN. 

*289_. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

IIAIL SERVICE BET\YEEN ENGUND AND AUSTRALIA1 
(DISSOLUTION OF CONTRACT.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 19 August, 1858. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES to GOVERNOR SIR W. DENIs0N 

(Circular.) Downing-street, 

16 June, 1858. 
SIR, 

With reference to previous correspondence, I transmit to you, herewith, for 

your information, a copy of a letter from the Secretary to the Treasury, announcing the 16 JulIe, 1858. 

necessary dissolution of the present Contract with the European and Australian Royal Mail 

Company, and reporting the temporary arrangement which it is proposed to make for con- 

ducting the Mail Service with Australia, until some new Contract can be entered into of a 

more permanent nature. 

GOVERNOR I have, &c., 
SIR WM. DENISON, K.C.B., E. B. LYTTON. 

New South Wales. 

Mn. HAMILTON to Ma. MERIVALE. 

Treasury Uhambers, 

16 June, 1858. 
SIR, 

I am desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to 

acquaint you, for the information of Secretary Sir Edward Buiwer Iytton, with reference to 

the correspondence which has already taken place on the subject of the irregularities in the 

Mail Service between this Country and the Australian Colonies, that their Lordships were 

in negotiation with the European and Australian Royal Mail Company, with a view to place 

the service on a more satisfactory and efficient footing, and that Mr. Cunard was willing to 

have connected himself with the service, provided certain modifications in the contract could 
be made. 

Their Lordships, attaching great value to the connexion of a gentleman with the 

character and experience of Mr. Cunard, and believing that in him would be found the best 

guarantee of the punctual and satisfactory performance of the service, were disposed to 

assent to considerable modifications in the contract, as the condition of Mr. Cunard's under-

taking the service in connexion with the present contractors—contingent, however, upon the 

consent of the Colonies. 

But their Lordships' attention having been called to resolutions adopted at a meeting 

of the shareholders of the European and Australian Royal Mail Company, of which a copy 

is herewith transmitted, and by which it appears that the shareholders had agreed to dissolve 

and wind up the Company, and likewise to a balance sheet, signed by the Auditors of the 

Company, exhibiting losses to a very large amount, they have not deemed it right to continue 
Pegotiations. 

453— I 
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I am to state that, although it is necessary to proceed carefully under the present cir-

cumstances, their Lordships see no alternative but that of either accepting from the European 

and Australian Royal Mail Company a surrender of the contract, or taking steps to annul it. 

It is obvious that the contractors, from the losses they have already sustained, are 

unable to carry on the contract; and although, as has been already 'stated, their Lordships 

would have been disposed to have consented to considerable modifications in an existing con-

tract with a solvent Company, in order to strengthen them, and enable them to carry on 

the service, yet their Lordships are of opinion that it would not be expedient to modify the 

terms of the contract with the Company under the circumstances of its insolvency being 

declared by its own shareholders, and steps being taken for liquidation and winding up. 

Such modification and arrangement, under such circumstances, would be virtually a 

new contract with new parties, and ought to be offered to public competition. 

Their Lordships therefore propose, when the existing contract shall be either sur-

rendered or cancelled, to invite tenders, without delay, for a new service, modifying the terms 

in such particulars as experience may have shewn to be necessary, and they have every hope 

that they will thus be able to place the service in all respects on a satisfactory footing. 

I am to state that, to obviate the inconvenience which would otherwise be occasioned 

by the sudden removal of the present line of steamers, it is the intention of their Lordships 

to take immediate steps for entering into a temporary arrangement with the Royal Mail 

Steam Company, or some other Company, for the service, during the period that must elapse 

between the termination of the present contract and the commencement of the new one. 

In conclusion, I am to request that you will move Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton to 

communicate with the Governors of the several Colonies by the Mail, which has been detained 

until to-morrow. 
I am, &c., 

GEO. A. HAMILTON. 

[Finclosure referred to.] 

At an adjourned special extraordinary general meeting of the Shareholders of the European 
and Australian Royal Mail Company (limited), held at Glasgow, on Wednesday, the 
2nd June, 1858,— 

It was Resolved 

1. That the affairs of the European and Australian Royal Mail Company 
(limited) be voluntarily wound up, under and in accordance with the provisions applicable to 
the voluntary winding up of a Company contained in the Joint Stock Company's Act, 1856. 

That the Directors of the Company be as they are hereby authorised to cause 
notice to be given in the Edinburqh Gazette of such resolution to wind up the Company 
voluntarily, in conformity with the provisions of the said Statute. 

That Walter Mackenzie, accountant in Glasgow, be as he is hereby nominated and 
appointed Liquidator, for the purpose of winding up the affairs of the said Company, and 
distributing the property in accordance with the provisions contained in the said Joint Stock 
Companies' Act, 1856, with all the powers, rights and privileges conferred upon Liquidators 
by Statute, or pertaining to the office by law or otherwise in relation to the voluntary 
winding un of a Company; and that the remuneration to be paid to the said Liquidator 
shall be at the rate of five hundred pounds sterling per annum for the first year, and in the 
event of the affairs of the Company not being wound up before the expiry of one year from 
this date, the rate of remuneration shall be as may be fixed by a general meeting of the 
Company, to be then called. 

That the conditional or provisional agreement referred to in the supplementary 
Report of the Directors, in so far as it makes provision for the disposal of the three ships 
and plant and others therein mentioned, he and the same is hereby approved of, subject to 
the rights and approval of the mortgagees or others interested therein ; and 

That the Directors of the Company be as they are hereby authorised and empowered 
in the interim, and until the foregoing resolutions, or such of them as may require confirmation, 
shall have been confirmed by a subsequent meeting, to be called for the purpose, in terms of the 
said Joint Stock Companies' Act, 1856, in concert with the said Liquidator, to adopt such 
measures, and to enter into and complete and carry through, such arrangements or 
agreements, (including the conditional or provisional agreement before referred to,) as they 
and he may consider expedient, and for the interest of the Company; either with the view 
of having the working agreement, which had been entered into with the Royal Mail 
Company on the faith of an amalgamation, terminated or cancelled, or for having its terms 
enforced, or for preserving, recovering, chartering, or otherwise disposing of and realizing, 
all or any portion of the Company's property or assets, subject to the rights and approval of 
the mortgagees of the Company's ships, so far as said mortgagees or any of them are 
interested, with a view to or towards the winding up of its affairs; and generally to do 
whatever they and the said Liquidator may consider proper or expedient for protecting or 
promoting the interests of the Company, or for the purpose of carrying out or giving force 
and effect to all or any of these Resolutions. 
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STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION. 
(L]TTER FROtI W. C. WENTWORTJi, ESQ., AS CHAIRMAN OF AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 20 April, 1858. 

LETTER from. W. C. WENTWORTH, EsQ., Uhairman of the General Association for the 
Australian Colonies, in London, 'to the colonial Secretary of New South TVlcs, 

respecting a proposal for the extension of the existing contract for the Jfail service 
between England and the Australian Colonies. 

General Association for the Australian' Colonies, 

Committee Rooms, London Tavern., 

SIR, 
January 14, 1858. 

The Association, on the occasion of the Government entering into a contract 

for the Mail Service with the European and Australian Steam Company, were induced to 

point out to Her Majesty's Ministers the unsatisfactory character of the arrangements, and 

the inadequacy of the means provided for carrying out that service, in the number and power 

of the vessels employed, and in the neglect of any proper tests for determining their speed 
prior to leaving England. 

The unfavourable anticipations which the Association formed as to the working of the 

European and Australian Steam Company have unfortunately been realised in a very marked 

degree; and had the contract continued in the same hands, the Association are of opinion 

that the several Colonies would have been justified in withholding their confidence in its 

future operations. A junction has, however, been formed between the European and Aus-

tralian Company and the Royal Mail Company, which, if carried out upon the terms proposed, 

affords a well-grounded hope that the service will hereafter be performed with speed and 

punctuality, and in a manner satisfactory to the Colonists. It is one of the conditions of 

the proposed union, that not less than six vessels, of adequate size and power, should be pro-

vided for the service between the Colonies and Suez,—an arrangement which will permit one 

spare vessel always to be available in the Red Sea, and another in Sydney, in the event of 
any one of the vessels being disabled at either end of the line. 

In the interview which the Committee of the Association have recently had with the 

Provisional Committee of the amalgamated Companies, the Chairman of the latter body, 

C. Mangles, Esq., gave the most positive assurances of their desire to give every satisfaction 

henceforth to the Colonies in the performance of the contract. He fully admitted the 

irregularities that have chamaeterised the service as hitherto performed, and the well-grounded 

character of the complaints that have been made respecting it. An addition will have to be 
made to their Capital, of £250,000, which has already been subscribed for. To effect the 

* 98—. junction 



1056 

2 STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION, 

junction proposed, an Act of Parliament will be required, all the preliminary steps necessary 

for which have already been taken. 

In order, however, to complete the proposed union of the two Companies, Mr. Mangles 

stated that it would be an essential condition that their contracts should be prolonged for 

two years beyond the term for which they are at present taken. The Imperial Government, 

it is understood, are favourable to such an extension, and it only rests with the several 

Colonies to determine whether the proposal shall be acceded to. The Committee of the 

Association, having taken into their deliberate consideration all the circumstances of the 

case, are of opinion that it will be for the interest of the Colonies that the proposed extension 

of the contract should be conceded. If the present European and Australian Steam 

Company break down, as it inevitably will if it fail to effect a union with the Royal Mail 

Company, the communication by steam with the Colonies will be interrupted for an indefinite 

period, and the Colonies placed in the hands of the Peninsular and Oriental Company, who, 

by virtue of their monopoly, will be able to exact whatever terms they choose from the Colonies, 

and perform the service in whatever mode they like. Indeed it is somewhat doubtful whether, 

with the present exigencies of the Indian service, the Peninsular and Oriental Company 

would be able to undertake an Australian line. All that they could possibly effect would 

merely be the establishment of a branch line from Ceylon to Australia, making the interests 

and convenience of the Colonial passengers and mails entirely subordinate to those of 

India. 

The Committee of the Australian Association, therefore, strongly advise the several 

Governments of the Australian province3 promptly to consider the proposal of granting an 

extension of the contract to the amalgamated Company upon the terms suggested, persuaded 

as they are that upon the concessions sought for depends the continuance of steam commu-

nication between the Colonies and England, or, at all events, the avoidance of a serious 

interruption that must otherwise inevitably arise. It must also be obvious, that the required 

extension of the contract will be to the manifest advantage of the Colonies, if it be carried 

out in future, as your Committee believe it will be, in its integrity. 

I have, &c., 

W. C. WENTWORTH, 

To TUE HoNoRABLE Chairman. 

TUE CHIEF SECRETARY 

of New South Wales. 
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STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION WITH ENGLAND. 
(MINUTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 27 August, 1858. 

W. DENISON, Message .AT. 26. 

Governor General. 

With reference to the Address of the Legislative Assembly on the 6th of this 

month respecting Steam Postal Communication with England, and the Governor General's 

reply thereto of the 10th instant, His Excellency now transmits, for the information of the 

Assembly, Copies of the Minutes of Proceedings of the Executive Council upon the subject. 

2. In accordance with the opinion expressed by the Council, the Governor General 

invites the Legislative Assembly to appropriate any sum not exceeding £50,000 a year, for 
a period of either seven or ten years, for the establishment of a Steam Postal Communication 

with England by way of Panama. 

Government house, 

Sydney, 27 4ugust, 1858. 

PRO CEEDThTGS of the Executive Council with respect to an Address from the Legislative 

Assembly relative to Steam Postal Communication with England. 

Extract from Minute No. 58-32, dated 9th August, 1858. 

Present :- 

His EXCELLENCY THE GovERNoR GENERAL, 

THE HONORABLE THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE CouNCIL, 

THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL TREASURER, 

THE HONORABLE THE SOLICITOR GENERAL, 

THE HONORABLE THE SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WoRKs. 

His Excellency the Governor General lays before the Council an Address which has been 

presented to him by the Honorable the Speaker, embodying certain Resolutions adopted by 

the Legislative Assembly, on the 6th instant, with reference to the existing Steam Postal 

Communication with England vici India, and a proposed communication vid Panama; and, in 
deference to the wish expressed in the concluding paragraph of this Address, His Excellency 

now submits the subject for the consideration of the Council. 

2. The Council accordingly proceed to consider the several matters touched upon in 

the Address, a copy of which is hereto annexed; and, after a lengthened deliberation, advise 

that His Excellency should, by the Mail which will leave Sydney on the 11th instant, for-

ward a copy of the Resolutions to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the 

*470_A Colonies 
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Colonies, and especially urge upon the attention of Her Majesty's Government the principle 

affirmed in the 6th Resolution, viz., " That in any future contract for the Mail Service, it is 

not for the interests of New South Wales that the Imperial Government should make any 

arrangement binding on this Colony without previous reference thereto." 

3. Having further deliberated, the Council defer their decision as to what other step3 

it would be expedient to adopt in the matter until their next meeting. 

EDWARD C. 1dEREWETHER, 

Clerk of the Council. 

PROCEEDIZ'TOSof the Executive Council with respect to Steam Postal Communication 

with England. 

Extract from Minute No. 58-33, dated 16th August, 1858. 

P,esent :- 

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

THE HONORABLE THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL, 

THE HONORABLE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL TREASURER, 

THE HONORABLE THE SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

UPON the invitation of His Excellency the Governor General, the Council resume the con-

sideration of the question of Steam Postal Communication with India, submitted to them 

at their last meeting, and then only partially proceeded with. 

2. On the present occasion the Council have before them, in addition to the Resolution 

adopted by the Legislative Assembly on the 6th instant, a Minute in which His Excellency 

explains his own views upon the subject; and having again given to the consideration of the 

question that full and and earnest attention which its importance demands, the Council desire 

that the result of their deliberations be recorded as follows 

1st. They are clearly of opinion that the Steam Postal Communication with England 

v'id India has been conducted unclor the existing contract with the European and Australian 

Steam Navigation Company in a most unsatisfactory manner. But, in dealing with the ques-

tion with reference to the future, it is proper to consider whether the conditions of that contract 

were such as could be fulfilled with any degree of regularity. It may be urged, it is true, 

that the practicability of the undertaking was a matter for the consideration of the parties 

who engaged to perform it, and they, it may fairly be presumed, proportioned the amount of 

their demand upon the Government to the character of the work they had to do; but 

in such a wide scheme as that which was grafted upon the original proposition, it is evident 

that there were many risks to be run, upon which it was difficult, if not impossible, to 

calculate. - 

2nd. The Government of New South Wales never contemplated the establishment 

of a separate and distinct line all the way from England to Australia; all the calculations 

were based upon the assumption that advantage would be taken of the existing line to India, 

so far as that could be made available, and the difficulties which have been encountered are 

due, in great measure, to the attempt which has been made to establish with insufficient 

means an independent line from Australia to Suez. The Council believe that the experience 

of the working of this line for the last 18 months has shewn that it is too long to admit of 

being worked with any probability of regularity by vessels sailing from Sydney making the 

voyage to Suez and returning at once. Such a voyage would take 89 days, and no time 

would be given for such ordinary repairs to machinery as must always be required from time 

to time. 

3rd. It is by no means certain that the work could be done with regularity were the 

vessels to sail from Suez and Sydney independently of each other; the voyage of each would 

still be from 44 to 46 days, and this is no longer than a steamer can be fairly expected to 

work without a thorough inspection of her machinery. The Council are therefore of opinion 

that it would very much conduce to the regularity of the Mail Service to and from England, 

if the different stages or portions of the voyage were shortened, as might be done were 

Ceylon made the termination of the direct voyage from the Colonies, instead of Suez. 

- 4th 
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4th. Should the Company who at present hold the contract altogether fail either to 

carry on the Mail Service, or to induce other parties to undertake it, or, should Her Majesty's 

Government determine the contract, the whole question will then be open for reconsideration, 

and it will be in the power of the Australian Colonies to propose new arrangements. It is 

desirable, therefore, that some determination should be arrived at by this Colony as to what 

those arrangements should be. 

5th. In dealing with the question, the Council assume that the advantage of a rapid, 

frequent, and regular Steam Communication with Europe, Asia, and America, are great 

enough to justify the Colony in paying to persons who will undertake to provide the necessary 

means for this, a much larger sum than can be possibly received by the Government in the 

shape of postage. 

6th. It may also be laid down as an axiom, or, at all events, as a fact deduced from 

experience, that it does not conduce to the satisfactory working of a contract to have too 

many persons or bodies parties to it; and that if the parties interested in the due performance 

of the work are, as is the case with the present Mail Contract, at the two extremities of a 

line of some 12,000 miles in length, differences of opinion and heart-burnings are nearly 

certain to occur. 

7th. The object of a frequent and regular communication with all the ivilized 

parts of the globe would, it appears to the Council, be best attained by maintaining a line to 

Ceylon, and from thence to England and India, on the one hand, and another to Panama, 

and from thence to England and North and South America, on the other; and should it be 

found, after a fair estimate of the cost of these lines, that it would be advisable to carry 

them out by entering into contracts for their execution, it would be as well to avoid, as 

much as possible, the multiplication of parties to the contracts. This result, it appears to 

the Council, might be secured by the following arrangement :- 

The Imperial Government, in consideration of the receipt of the postage paid in 

England, would engage to deliver the Australian letters at Point de Galle on the first line, 

and at Panama on the second line. This would add in a very trifling degree to the amount 

of the subsidies already paid by the Home Government to the Peninsular and Oriental 

Company, and the Royal West Indian Mail Company, and would be productive, on the 

other hand, of a saving of the share of the subsidy now paid to the English and Australian 

Mail Company. In consideration, however, of the greater distance and cost of the con- 

veyance of the Mail between Panama and Sydney, a proportion of the subsidy, to be paid 

to the Company, or individuals working this line, might fairly be chargeable to the Home 

Government: this, however, would be a matter for future consideration.  

8th. The Australian Colonies would, on their part, undertake to convey the Mails 

between Australia and Point de Galle and Panama, each Colony receiving, as at present, 

the postage charged upon its letters, and contributing to the expense of the undertaking in 

proportion to the number of letters sent from each. 

9th. In order, however, to avoid the difficulties arising, or likely to arise, from having 

too many parties to these contracts, it would be advisable that the contract for the line vid 

Ceylon should be made by the Government of Victoria, and that for the Panama line by 

the Government of New South Wales; the 'cost of the two lines 'being divided between the 

Australian Colonies, as before stated, in proportion to the number of letters dispatched from 

each. 

10th. A special agreement should also be entered into with the Colony of New 

Zealand with reference to the amount of its contribution towards the Panama line. 

11th. In conclusion, the Council consider it desirable that these views should be 

communicated to the Governments of the adjacent Colonies, and their concurrence therein 

invited; and advise accordingly that the Honorable the Colonial Secretary should adopt this 

step without de'ay. 
EDWARD C. MEREWETHER, 

- Clerk of the Council.' 

MINUTE 
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MINUTE OF THE COVERNOR GENERAn. 

The Resolutions adopted by the Legislative Assembly, on the 6th August, relative 

to the Steam Postal Communication with England, open up a very wide question, and one 

which is deserving of the most serious consideration of the Government. 

The mode in which the Steam Postal Communication has been conducted, under the 

present contract with the English and Australian Steam Navigation Company, has been most 

unsatisfactory there is no doubt; but, in considering the question with reference to the. 

future, and not to the past, it behoves the Government to consider whether the conditions of 

the contract were such as could be fulfilled with any degree of regularity. It may be said, 

it is true, that the practicability of the undertaking was a matter for the consideration of' 

the parties who undertook to perform it, and who, it is to be supposed, proportioned the' 

amount of their claim upon the Government to the character of the work they had to do: 

but in such a wide scheme as was grafted upon the original proposition it is evident that 

there were many risks to be run, upon which it was difficult, if not impossible, to calculate. 

The Government of New South Wales never contemplated the establishment of a separate 

and distinct line all the way from England to Australia. All the calculations were based 

upon the assumption that advantage would be taken of the existing line so far as that could 

be made available; and the difficulties which have been encountered are due, in great 

measure, to the attempt which has been made to establish an independent line from Australia 

to Suez with insufficient means. 

I believe that the experience of the working of this line for the last 18 months, has 

shown that it is too long to admit of being worked with any probability of regularity by 

vessels sailing from Sydney making the voyage to Suez and returning at once. Such a 

voyage would take 89 days, and no time would be given for such ordinary repairs to 

machinery as must always be required from time to time. lam by no means certain that the 

work could be done with regularity were the vessels to sail from Suez and Sydney independently 

of each other—the voyage of each would then be from 44 to 46 days, and this is longer than 

a steamer can be fairly expected to work without a thorough inspection of her machinery. My 

opinion, therefore, is, that it would very much conduce to the regularity of the Mail Service 

to and from England and these Colonies, if the different stages or portions of the voyage were 

shortened, as might be done were Ceylon made the termination of the direct voyage from these 

Colonies, instead of Suez. Looking to the difficulties which the Company has had to encounter, 

I do not think it would be fair or reasonable to deal hardly with it, or to press for greater 

punctuality than is fairly attainable. The Colonies, however, have a right to demand that 

vessels in good order, and competent, under ordinary circumstances, to perform their work, 

should be alone employed, and I decidedly object to the employment of the "Victoria," 

which it is evident is not capable, looking to her power and to the state of her machinery, 
to make the voyage in any reasonable time. 

Should, then, the present Company propose to continue its contract, or should it, as it 

has power to do with the assent of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, transfer the 

contract to any other Company, I should be disposed to recomniend such reasonable con-

cessions as would ensure regularity. Should, however, the Company fail altogether either in 

carrying on the Mail Service itself, or inducing other parties to undertake it, the whole 

question will then be open for consideration, and I will now proceed to consider the mode in 
which it would be desirable to deal with it. 

I may premise that the advantages of a rapid, frequent, and regular steam commu-

nication with Europe, Asia, and America, are great enough to justify the payment, 

by the Colony, to persons who will undertake to provide the necessary means for this, 

of a much larger sum than can be possibly received by the Government in the shape 

of postage. I may also, I think, lay down as an axiom, or, at all events, as a fact 

deduced from experience, that it does not conduce to the satisfactory working of a con-

tract to have too many persons or bodies parties to it; ani'} hat if the parties 

interested in the due performance of the work are, as is the case with the present 

Mail contract, at the two extremities of a line of some 12,000 miles in length, differences 

of opinion and heart-burnings are nearly certain to occur. The object of a frequent and 

regular communication with all the civilized parts of the globe would, as it seems to me, 

be best attained by maintaining a line to Ceylon, and from thence to England and India, on 

the one hand, and another to Panama., and from thence to England and North and South 

America, on the other; and should it be found, after a fair estimate of the cost of these lines, 

that 
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that it would be advisable to carry them out by entering into contracts for their execution, it 

would be as well to avoid as much as possible the multiplication of parties to the contracts, 

and this it appears to me might be secured by the following arrangement :—The Imperial 

Government, in consideration of the receipt of the postage paid in England, would engage to 

deliver the Australian letters at Point de Galle on the first line, and at Panama on the 

second line. This would add in a very trifling degree to the amount of the subsidies already 

paid by the Home Government to the Peninsular and Oriental Company, and the Royal 

West Indian Mail Company, and would be productive, on the other hand, of a saving of the 

share of the subsidy now paid to the English and Australian Mail Company. In consideration, 

however, of the greater distance and cost of conveyance of the Mail between Panama and 

Sydney, a proportion of the subsidy to be paid to the Company, or individuals working this 

line, might fairly be chargeable to the Home Government: this, however, would be a matter 

for future consideration. 

The Australian Colonies would on their part undertake to convey the Mails between 

Australia and Point de Galle and Panama, each Colony receiving, as at present, the postage 

charged upon its letters, and contributions to the expense of the undertaking in proportion 

to the number of letters sent from each. 

In order, however, to avoid the difficulties arising, or likely to arise, from having too 

many parties to these contracts, it would be advisable that the contract for the line via 

Ceylon should be made by the Government of Victoria, and that for the Panama line by the 

Government of New South Wales; the cost of the two lines being divided between the 

Australian Colonies, as before stated, in proportion to the number of letters dispatched from each. 

A special agreement should be entered into with the Colony of New Zealand with 

reference to 'the amount of its contribution towards the Panama line. Should these views 

coincide with those of the Members of the Executive Council, it would be desirable that a 

special reference should be made to the Governments of the adjacent Colonies, and their 

concurrence requested Should they express their 'willingness to adopt the scheme thus 

sketched out, I shall then be in a position to communicate on the subject with the Secretary 

of State, and to seek the concurrence of the Imperial Government. 

W. DENISON 

PROCEEDINGS of the Executive Council with re.spect to Steam Postal communication 

with England. 

Extract from Minute No. 58-34, dated 23rd August, 1858. 

Present:— 

His EXCELLENCY THE GoVERNoR GENERAL, 

THE HONORABLE THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL, 

THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL TREASURER, 

THE HONORABLE THE SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

IN reference to the Proceedings of the Council at their two last metings on the subject of 

Steam Postal Communication with England, His Excellency the Governor General now lays 

before the Council a Despatch which he has received by the "European" from the Right 

Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, transmitting the copy of a letter from the 

Secretary to the Treasury, announcing the dissolution of the present contract with the 

European and Australian Royal Mail Company, and reporting the temporary arrangement 

which it is proposed to make for carrying on the Mail Service with Australia, until a new 

contract can be entered into of a more permanent character. 

His Excellency at the same time lays before the Council a letter from Champion 

Wetton, Esquire, the Agent of the said Company, to a somewhat similar effect, but stating 
that an arrangement ' actually been entered into with the Royal Mail Steam Packet 

Company to carry o he sevice for six months, from the 1st July last. 

In their previous deliberations upon this question, the possibility of a dissolution 

of the contract was not unforeseen by the Council ; and the practical effect of the present 

communication is simply to place them in a position to take more decided action towards 

carsying out the views recorded at their last meeting, which were.in  fact based upon, and 
intended to meet, such a contingency as that which has now arisen. 

470—B . 4. 
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There is one point, however, yet untouched by the Council, upon which it appears 

to the Governor General very desirable that some determination should be arrived at without 

delay, viz.,—whether the Government in making a contract for the conveyance of the Mails 

is bound, or indeed entitled, to mix up this question with that of the conveyance of 

passengers and goods; and in a Minute reviewing the whole subject, His Excellency now 

submits this point for the consideration of the Council, and also suegests, that in lieu of 

communicating the result of their deliberations to the adjacent Colonies in writing, as pre-

viously recommended, a special envoy should be accredited for the purpose, and dispatched 

to Melbourne with full instructions as to the course which be is to adopt, should the views 

of the Government of Victoria coincide with those of the Government of New South Wales, 

or be such as can be acceded to. 

With regard to the first matter, the Council concur with His Excellency in 

thinking that all that the Government are called upon to consider is, how to get the Mails 

conveyed in the most rapid and effeetive manner, consistent with a proper economy; and they 

therefore record their deliberate opinion that in any new contract or contracts for the con-

veyance of the Mails, either by Suez or Panama, a Postal Service only should be provided 

for, as it would not, they believe, be wise on the part of the Government to make any 

stipulation as to the size of the vessels or the amount of accommodation. These are points 

for the determination of the contractors, who will, if they consider the passenger and goods 

traffic likely to prove remunerative, make the necessary arrangements for its accommodation. 

With regard to the second, matter referred to in His Excellency's Minute, the 

Council are disposed to adhere to their former recommendation,—that the general views of 

this Government upon the whole subject should be communicated to the adjacent Colonies 

by the Honorable the Colonial Secretary; and as the provisional arrangement. for the con-

veyance of the Mails is to cease in six months from the 1st July, they are of opinion that 

'no time should be lost in adopting this step, and such other decided measures for the 

establishment of a Postal Communication by Panama as may be deemed expedient. 

What those measures should be the Council now proceed to consider. 

In the first place, it is absolutely necessary that the Government should be in a 

position to carry out the specific arrangement for this line, recommended at their last meeting; 

and with this view they advise that His Excellency the Governor General should at once 

submit to the Legislature the whole of the propositions then agreed to, and invite the 

Assembly to appropriate, by an Act, any sum not exceeding £50,000 a year, for seven or 

ton years, for the purpose of initiating the said line. 

In the next place, it is also necessary that the co-operation of the Imperial 

Government should be secured to the scheme; and the Council accordingly recommend that 

His Excellency should transmit to the Secretary of State, by next Mail, a Despateh fully 

explaining the views of the Government of this Colony upon the whole subject, and the 

steps already taken to carry out those views, which Despatch should be accompanied by a 

copy of the Bill above referred to, either as submitted to, or passed by the Assembly, as the 

state of the case will allow. 

0. Finally, it appears to the Council very desirable that some steps should also be 

taken to ascertain on what terms contracts for the establishment of the line by Panama 

would be entered into; and to this end they advise that an advertisement be prepared inviting 

negotiation, and even calling for tenders for the performance of the service. 

This advertisement should be forwarded to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 

with a request that if Her Majesty's Government are prepared to co-operate in the matter 

with the Government of this Colony, that the same may be extensively published in England 

and America. 
EDWARD C. MERE WETHER, 

Clerk of the Council. 

MINUTE 
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MINUTE OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

The termination of the contract with the European and Australian Mail Company 

places the Australian Colonies in a different position altogether from that in which they 

were last week, when I wrote my former Minute on the subject of Steam Postal Communi-

cation. It is now no longer a question of the maintenance., or non-maintenance, of a 

particular contract, but the whole question of the best mode of communicating with different 

parts of the world is virtually thrown open, and it will be for the Australian Colonies to 

consider whether, without sacrificing any of the advantages which they at present possess, or, 

at all events, any of those advantages for which the whole community should be called upon 

to pay, they might not secure for themselves a far more frequent communication with 

England aud other parts of the world, at a cost but little greater than that which they have 

hitherto had to pay for a Monthly Mail. 

In order to facilitate the consideration of this important subject, it would be as well 

to determine at once whether the Government in making a contract for the conveyance of 

the Mails is bound, or indeed entitled, to iflix up this question with that of the conveyance 

of passengers and goods. 

In my opinion, all that the Government is called upon to consider is, how to get the 

Mails conveyed in the most rapid and effective manner, consistent, of course, with a proper 

eonomy. I do not think that it would be wise on the part of the. Government to make 

any stipulations as to the size of the vessels, the amount of accommodation, &c., &c.; these 

tare points for the consideration of the contractors, who will, if they consider the passengers 

and goods traffic likely to prove remunerative, make the necessary arrangements for its aecom-

inodation. I have laid much stress upon the preliminary consideration of this question, for upon 

the view taken by the Governments of the. different Australian Colonies with relation to it 

must depend very much the amount of expense which will be incurred, and the character of 

the contract or contracts which will have to be entered into. Should it be thought advisable 

to consider the comfort and convenience of passengers, then it may be necessary to maintain 

a distinct and separate line, at all events to Suez if not to England; but should the con-

veyance of the Mails be the sole matter for consideration, then all that we should have to 

determine would be, the speediest and best mode of conveying the Mails to and from such 

points as have, by existing arrangements, the benefit of steam communication directly with 

England. - Upon the latter supposition, it appears to me that there are three courses open 

for adoption :- 

1st. To combine, as at present, with the Imperial Government, leaving the arrange-

ments to be made and the contracts entered into by the Lords Commissioners of the 

Admiralty, as heretofore, under some distinct stipulations as to the amount of payment to be 

made by the Colonies, and the facilities to be given to their correspondence.. 

2nd. That the Colonies should submit to the. Imperial Government a proposal that 

the Mail should be carried between England and Ceylon under existing arrangements with 

the Peninsular and Oriental Company, or under such agreement as may be made by the 

Postmaster General in England—while the Australian Colonies, either jointly or by some 

special arrangement among themselves, should contract for the conveyance of the Mails 

between Australia and Ceylon. 

3rd. That provision should be made for a Monthly Mail via Panama as well as via 

Suez, an interval of fourteen days elapsing between the starting of these Mails. 

The third scheme may be considered under two points of view. 

It may be carried out by the Australian Colonies jointly, forming a part of one great 

scheme of Postal Communication with all parts of the world, or it may be a separate under-

taking on the. part of the. Government of New South Wales; in either case the Imperial 

Government must be a party to the scheme, as the conveyance of the Mails to Suez and 

Panama, respectively, must be provided for under existing arrangements, or under other 

contracts entered into by the Postmaster General in England. 

Should the whole of the Colonies agree to combine for the purpose of carrying out 

the scheme of a double communication with England, monthly, the expense will be a joint 

charge upon the revenue of the different Colonies, towards which each will contribute, 

according to the aggregate of letters dispatched annually by both routes. Should the Colony 

of New South Wales undertake to carry out the Panama line separately, on the refusal 

of 
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of the other Colonies to engage in the scheme, then it will be for the Government to charge 

upon the correspondence of the other Colonies a fair amount of postage, to cover the 

expense to which it would be subjected in maintaining the line. In order to avoid the 

difficulties which would be certain to arise were the several Governments to be parties to 

one contract, it would be as well, perhaps, that the Victoria Government should make the 

contract for the Ceylon line, and that of New South Wales for the Panama line. As the 

provisional arrangement for the conveyance of the Mails is to cease in six months from 

the 1st July, no time should be lost in communicating with the Governments of the other 

Australian Colonies, as soon as the Government of New South Wales has decided upon its 

course of action; and the best course to adopt would probably be that of dispatching a special 

envoy to Melbourne, with instructions to communicate with the Government there; and should 

their views coincide with those of the Government of New South Wales, or be such as can 

be acceded to, the envoy can then proceed to Tasmania, while the Government of Victoria 

can send one to South Australia, for the purpose of seeking the concurrence of those Colonies,  

to the Governors of whom I can, in the meantime, address Despatches, embodying the 

propositions which, after a careful consideration, we may here determine upon. 

W. DENISON. 
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LftøIatthc Aoormblp. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATiON. 
(DESPATCHES RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be P,'intecl, 21 October, 1858. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES to THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

No. 12. Downing-street, 

10 July, 1858. 

SIR, 
With reference to my Circular Despatch of the 16th ultimo, and to yours of 

the 1st of March last, (No. 58) relative to the conduct of Steam Communication with the 

Australian Colonies, I transmit herewith for your information the copy of a letter from the 

Secretary to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, which will place you in possession of 

the measures which have been taken by their Lordships for securing the regular continuance 

of the Mail Service pending the negotiations which are about to be entered on for effecting 

a contract with a new Company in place of the European and Australian Mail Company, 

the affairs of which are about to be wound up. 
I have, &e., 

E. B. LYTTON. 
GOVERNOR SIR W. DENISON, K. C. B., 

[Enclosure.] 
Treasury Chambers, 

28 June, 1858, 
Sir, 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to 
transmit herewith copy of their Lordships' Minute of the 23rd instant, and to request that 
you will move Sir Edward B. Lytton to cause the necessary communication to be made 
thereon to the Australian Colonies. 

I am to state that, looking to the very pressing nature of the case, and to the vast 
importance of providing for the uninterrupted continuance of the Postal Communication 
with the Australian Colonies, their Lordships have not hesitated to conclude an arrangement 
whL.h appeared to them, after the most earnest and careful deliberation, to be the best 
adapted to meet the peculiar exigency, and to carry out the spirit and intentions of the 
Treasury Minute of 27th of November, 1855, and their Lordships rely upon the readiness 
of the different Colonies interested to acquiesce in the arrangement. 

I am, &c., 
Herman Merivale, Esq., G. A. HAMILTON. 

&c., &e., &e. 

194— 550— Copy 
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STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION. 

(Jpy of Treasury illiniste, dated 23 June, 1858. 

My Lords have under their consideration a letter from the Colonial Office, of 28th 
May, transmitting copy of a Despatch from Sir W. Denison, the Governor of New South 
\Vales, report.ng  another delay in the arrival of the English mail at Sydney, and commenting 
on the continued failure of the EuropatP and Australian Mail Company to perform their 
contract; also a copy of a resolution recently adopted at a meeting of the shareholders of 
the Company, appointing a liquidator for winding up the affairs of the Company; and the 
balance-sheet, signed by the auditor of the Company. 

Sly Lods have also read the report of their solicitor, to whom the foregoing papers 
have been referred, together with a copy of the contract entered into between the Govern-
ment and the Company, for the purpose of advising my Lords whether there were grounds 
for declaring the contract void, in case that course should be considered proper. 

My Lords refer to the correspondence which has recently passed, relative to a proposal 
to modify to some extent the terms of the contract, with a view to enabling the Company to 
avail themselves of the valuable assistance of Mr. Cunard in carrying on the tervice. 

However desirous my Lords niighithave been, by any reasonable modification of the 
terms and conditions of the present contract, to have assisted the Company in their 
endeavours to provide for the punctual and efficient performance of the service for the 
future, and thereby to remove the causes of dissatisfaction which exist in the Australian 
Colonies, yet, considering the present position of the Company, which has so materially 
changed since the negotiations above referred to were set on foot, my Lords are of opinion 
that they should not be justified in agreeing to any modification or extension of the con-
tract with the Company. 

My Lords have been most reluctant to adopt any course which might aggravate the 
difficulties of the Company, whose losses appear already to be so large ; nevertheless, seeing 
that the Company is now, by the resolution of its shareholders, actually in course of liquida-
tion and winding up, it appears to my Lords that the only course now open to them is to 
take immediate steps for determining the existing contract, and to call fLr public tenders 
for the establishment of an entirely now service. 

As, however, acorisiderable time must elapse before a new postal service could be 
enterediupon, and it is of the utmost importance that no interruption should take place in 
the monthly communicition with the Australian Colonies, it is absolutely necessary that 
immediate measures should be adopted for securing the performance of this service pro-
visionally, until permanent arrangements can be concluded. 

My Lords have before them a proposal from the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 
to work the Australian Mail Service for a period of six months, on the following conditions, 
viz.:— 

The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company undertake to work the service for six 
months, from 1st July next, or for such longer period as shall be necessary to enable the 
ships to complete the voyages then actually commenced, on the conditions of the existing 
contract, subject to the following modifications, viz. :- 

1st. Her Majesty's Government shall; in addition to the present amount of subsidy, 
guarantee the Company against loss during the working to an extent not 
exceeding £6000 per month. The amount of loss to be ascertained from the 
Company's books and accounts by persons appointed by the Lords (Jommis-
sioners of the Admiralty. 

2nd. The amount which the European and Australian Company are liable to have 
deducted from the subsidy payable on the 30th June, 1858, under the articles 
of agreement, dated 30th November, 1857, in respect to the six voyages 
therein mentioned, only shall be retained by Her Majesty's Government. 

3rd. in addition to the vessels now employed, and which are to be retained as long 
as required for the said service, the "Tasmanian" shall be sent out to assist 
on the line between Suez and Sydney. 

4th The penalties for over-time shall be at the rate of £100 per day, but shall not 
be enforced i any case where the delay has arisen from circumstances over 
which the Company had not and could not have any control. 

My Lords are of opinion that no better means are at their disposal for accomplishing 
'the very important object which they have in view, and they are, therefore, prepared to accept 
the offer of the Royal Mail Steam Company. 

Transmit copy of the report of the solicitor, and of this Minute to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty, and request that be will lay the same before the Lords of the Admifalty, 
and move their Lordships to cause the necessary steps to be taken for determining forthwith 
the existing contract with the European and Australian Royal Mail Company, and for 
completing a proper agreement with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company on the terms 
xbove stated. 

State further that my Lords propose that public tenders shall be advertised for, at 
,as early a period as possible, for the performance of a monthly communication with 
Austialia for a period of five years. But before this step be taken my Lords would be glad 
to be favored with the views of the Board of Admiralty on the subject of the system of 
penalties which it is desirable should be laid down, and generally upon any points connected 
with the subject on which their Lordships may feel disposed to offer suggestions. 

Tuz 
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STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION. 3 

TUE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES to TUE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

(Circular.) Downzng-street, 

16 August, 1858. 

SIR, 

With reference to my Despatch No. 12, of the 16th ultimo, relative to the 

conduct of the Postal Service with the Australian Colonies, 1 transmit for your information 

the copy of a further letter from the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, from which you 

will perceive that the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company will be unable to continue the 

present temporary service beyond the six months for which their agreement was made, and 

stating that their Lordships are in communication with the Peninsular and Oriental Company, 

and other parties, to continue the temporary service for six months from the 1st of December 
next. 

I have, &c., 
GovERNOR Sin W. T. DENI5ON, K. C. B., E. B. LYTTON. 

&c., &c., &c., 

New South Wales. 

[Enclosure.] 

Treasury Clambers, 

Sir, 
11 August, 1858. 

With reference to the letter of this Board of the 23rd June last, I am 
commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acquaint you, fr 
the information of Sir Edward B. Lytton, that their Lordships have received a notification 
from the Directors of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company that it will not be in their 
power to continue the present temporary service for the Australian Mails beyond the six 
months for which their agreement was made, and that the period will expire, as regards the 
steam vessel to be sent from Sydney, on the 12th of November. 

I am to state that their Lordships, in consequence of this intimation, are already in 
communication with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Packet Company, and other parties, 
to take up the service for six months, from the 1st of December, before the expiration of 
which time their Lordships hope that the new contract for which they are about to instruct 
the Admiralty to invite tenders will have commenced. 

I am to request that you will move the Secretary of State to cause a communication 
to the above effect to be made to Sir W. Denison, by the mail which leaves tomorrow, and 
informing him that by the next mail further particulars will be sent to him. 

I am, &c., 

II. Merivale, Esq., 
GEO. A. HAMILTON. 

&c., &c., &c. 
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Ictlatth (embI. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION. 
(DESPATCH RELATIVE TO EXTENSION OF CON'rRACT.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 23 Z'Tovember, 1858. 

THE SEcRETAiY or STATE FOR THE CoLoNIEs to GoVERNoR SIR 
W. DENIs0N. 

(UircElar.) 
Downing-street, 

9 September, 1858. 

SIR, 
With reference to previous correspondence, I have to acquaint you that the 

Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have intimated to me that the ]Ioyal Mail Steam 

Packet Company have undertaken to continue the Australian Mail Service for two months 

beyond the period specified in their first agreement; and that under this arrangement the 

last vessel will leave Sydney on the 12th of January next. 

I have to add that the whole question of the Australian Mail Service is under the 

consideration of Her Majesty's Government, and that I hope that before long I may be able 

to announce the settlement of some fresh arrangements to secure an efficient postal com- 

munication between Australia and this country. 
I have, &c., 

GoVERNoR 
E. B. LYTTON. 

SIR W. T. DENISON, K.C.B., 

&e., &c., &C., 

New South Wales. 

596— 
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1eLiø!atWe aoormblv. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

BANK LIABILITIES AND ASSETS. 
Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 25 March, 1858. 

GENERAL ABSTRACT of the Sworn RETURNS, rendered pursuant to the ACT of COUNCIL 4th Victoria, No. 13, of the Average ASSETS and LIABILITIES, and of the CAPITA1 
and PROFITS, of the undermentioned BANKS of the COLONY of NEW SOUTH WALES, for the QUARTER ended 31st December, 1857. - 

LIABILITIES. F ASSETS. CAPITAL AND PROFITS. 

BANKS. Notes and Bills Amossnt of 
Notes in Bills in Balances Total Landed Notes & Bills Balances due Discounted, Capital Rate per Amount of Reserved 

due to other Deposits. Coin. Bullion, roisi and all other Total Assets. Annum Protts 
Circulation. Circulation, Liabilities. I'roperty. Debts due to paid up. of last Dividend, after paying 

Banks. 

Led. £ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. 

other Banks. 

£ s.d. 

other Banks. the Banks. Dividend. I Dividend. 

£ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d £ s.d. Ls.d. 
Bank of New South Wales. 293,036 0 0 3,668 19 10 24,931 1111 1,057,009 19 11 1,379,546 11 8 310,254 6 0 20,356 18 8 12,688 9 3 16,604 18 4 397,771 18 5 1,348,093 3 5 2,105,769 14 1 500,000 0 0 2040' cent. 50,000 0 0 150,000 0 0 

190,617 17 8 1,732 5 10 28,298 14 10 753,484 10 9 974,133 9 1 328,320 5 5 2,501 4 1 16,000 0 0 1,428 19 6 95,894 10 9 828,560 2 3 3,272,705 2 0 238,394 0 0 1240 cent. 14,259 0 0 40,952 9 8 Commercial ................... 

Australasia ..................... 101,872 9 2 8,278 18 3 132 17 8 24,374 18 5 5,853 16 4 0 555,121 1 4 665,272 8 9 132,071 17 0 638,780 9 3 801,213 18 8 900,000 0 3040 cent. 90,000 0 0 401,77717 5 

125,616 13 2 11,443 17 10 

.. 

634,590 19 2 771,651 10 2 147,886 14 4 14,726 7 1 12,826 13 7 7,622 0 2 

....

.,132 13 

. 

7 668,952 12 1 853,147 0 10 820,000 0 0 19 cent. 77,900 0 0 279,282 8 5 Union of Australia .......... 

Australian Joint Stock ... 120,892 2 10 58,537 10 5 11,505 11 3 604,172 11 6 795,107 16 0 182,737 4 3 880 5 0 25,910 9 4 3,939 4 3 51,246 1 4 810,135 5 9 1,074,848 9 11 250,000 0 0 1040 cent. 12,500 0 0 31,860 8 1 

London ,::aiJaartere.of  17,648 35 5 1 4,101 14 10 62,509 0 5 84,259 10 8 35,629 0 7 1,547 0 11 26,084 19 4 399 1 6 147,420 2 4 211,080 4 8 700,000 0 0 X675,Oou  16,875 0 0 6,102 Ii 1 

40,013 4 7 1 3,412 14 8 174,486 14 11 218,512 14 2 52,437 7 9 17,358 8 0 378 1 6 446,680 18 6 516,854 13 9 500,000 0 0 6 40 cent. 15,000 0 0 7,655 1 1 

69,392 0 0 4,092 10 1 105,939 13 4 387,234 4 11 566,618 8 4 149,315 19 9 8,806 17 3 21,401 16 11 624 0 0 103,730 1 1 358,308 19 3 642,187 14 3 1,260,0000 0 1040ecnt. 63,000 0 0 260,062 2 6 Oriental Chartered ...........

TOTALS .......... 959,689 2 10 95,268 ii 9 339,554 0 0 1,177,693 13 3 170,675 11 4 4,229,509 2 11. 1  5,455,142 8 10 1,338,652 15 1 48,951 10 8 150,645 14 10 36,850 1 7 649,775 5 2 5,246,931 10 10 7,477,806 18 2 5,168,394 00 

The Treasury, Hew South Wales, 
Sydney, 6 February, 185.8. R. CAMPBELL, 

Treasurer. 
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ERRATA. 

In page 8 read—The Returns received from the "New England District" being incomplete, those 
for the previous year have been substituted. 
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NEW SOUTH. WALES. 

STATISTICAL RETIJEJS, 

1848 to 1857. 

N.B.—The Export Returns, from pages 57 to 64, include only Articles, &c., the Produce 
or Manufacture of New South Wales, and the Fisheries. 
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IMMIGRATION AND BIRTHS. 

11,135 6,897 * Increase by Immigration ................................... 

Births ............................................ 6,266 6,285 

Total Increase 17,401 12,632 
ExIoRATIoN AND DEATHS. 

4,612 1,961 f Decrease by Departure .................................... . .  

Deaths ......................................... 2,998 1,848 

Total Decrease ............... ................ 7,610 3,809 

Net Increase 9,791 8,823 
Population on 31st December, 1856 .................  ..........  ........... 161,882 124,991 

Population on 31st December, 1857 ........................... .. 

..... 

............... 

.  

171,673 133,814 

17,532 

12,501 

6,573 

4,846 

No.1. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

(POPULATION-1857.) 
RETURN of the INcREAsE and DECREASE of the POPULATION of NEW SOUTII WALss, from 1st Januaiy to 31st December, 1857; and of the Total Number on the latter date. 

MALE. I FEMALE. TOTAL. GENERAL TOTAL. 

Including Military. t No aècount of, Migratidh to àr from Victoria via Albury, &c. 
COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,  
$ydney, 1st May, 1858. . 

CHARLES COWPER, 
Colonial &cretary. 



No.2. 

N' W S O UT H VIALES. 

(IMMIGRATION.). 
RETURN of the NUMBER OF IMMIGRANTS who arrived in the. Colony of NEW Sourn WALES from 1st January, 1832, to 31st December, 1857. 

TOTAL NUMBEII OF 11131.IGRANI'S RELIGION OF IATIVE COUNTRIES OF 
IMMIGRANTS AT THE PUBLIC EXPENSE. IMMIGRANTS AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE. IAL TlGn,.XTS AT TIlE IMMIGRANTS AT THE 

- 
' ARRIVED. PUBLIC' EXPENSE. PUBLiC EXPHNSE. 

TRAIt . 
. . ADULTS. CHILDREN. ADULTS. CHILDREN. ADULTS. . 

B 03 
. 

TOTAL. __TOTAL. 
GrEIiir 'I 

3 
C 

Male. Female, Total. Male. Female. Total. Male. Female. Total. Male. Female. Total. Male. Female. Total. 
B 

1832 140 455 595 197 72 679 251 930 284 1,214 819 706 1,525 481 2,006 
1833 177 728 905 348 1,253 661 418 1,079 353 1,432 838 1,146 1,924 701 2,685 
1834 52 299 351 133 484 519 297 816 264 1,080 571 596 1,167 397 1,564 
1835 33 426 459 86 545 518 218 147 883 551 644 1,195 233 1,428 
1836 73 595 668 

............. 

140 808 551 212 763 150 913 624 807 1,431 290 1,721 
.1837 688 840 1.528 1,136 2,664 437 200 637 176 813 1,125 1,040 2,165 1,312 3,477 
1838 1.928 1673 3,601 2,5o1 6,102 764 438 1,202 

........ 

126 1,328 2,692 2,111 4,803 2,627 7,430 
1839 2,911 2.764 5,675 1,134 1,043 2,177 7,852 1,070 562 1,632 :351 1,983 3,981 3,326 7,307 2,528 9,835 5,215 2,635 2 3,502 1,774 2,875 1 

1240 2029 2017 4,066 561 9 1,150 5216 630 313 1,143 163 1306 2,859 2,350 5,209 1.313 6,522 3913 1.273 1,575 1,554 2078 9 

1641 4,552 4,800 .9,352 1,462 

............ 

............ 

1,374 2,836 12,188 641 403 1,244 354 1,598 5,393 5,203 10,596 3,10 13,756 5,770 6,383 35 3,060 910 6,218 

1842 1,931 1,887 3,818 633 

............. 

............ 

620 1,253 5,071 806 359 369 1,534 2,737 2,246 4,983 1,622 6,603 2,998 2,071 2 1,519 334 3,218 

1843 

...... 

559 263 822 145 967 559 263 822 145 967 
1844 891 .899 1,790 469 467 936 2,726 295 122 417 68 485 1,186 1,021 2,207 1,004 3,211 1,962 763 1 1,238 148 1,340 

1845 173 178 351 69 77 146 497 208 .125 333 128 461 381 303 684 274 958 370 123 4 208 8 281 

1846 210 117 327 33 42 75 402 210 117 327 75 402 
258 154 412 56 

........ 

........ 

........ 

47 . 03 .. 515 258 154 412 103 515 
1848 1,514 1,613 3,127 671 578 1,219 4,376 384 163 547 

736......... 

64 

........ 

40 104 651 1,898 1,776 3,074 1,353 5,027 3,5133 805 8 2,'00 859 1,084 133 

1849 2,637 3,491 6,128 

.......................... 

1,110 1,071 2,181 8,309 679 391 1,070 . 222 200 422 1,492 3,316 3,882 7,198 2,603 9,801 6,010 2,281 18 4,572 97.3 2,378 386 

1850 1,182 2,223 3,405 331 

...... 

342 673 4,078 271 180 451 

....... 

51 

......... 

57 108 559 1,453 2,403 3,856 781 4,637 1,393 2,685 .. .. 724 91 3,255 8 

1851 . 742 687 1,429 207 . 210 417 1,846 389 225 614 , 81 

......... 

......... 

61 , 142 756 1,131 912 2,043 559 . 2,602, 892 934 .... 522 73 1,244 7 

1852 1,635 1,910 3,545 763 673 1,436 4,981 2,477 725 3,202 

1,165 .......... 

286 

......... 

293 579 3,781 4,112 2,635 6,747 2,015 8,702 8,118 1,863 .... 1,939 616 2,417 9 

1853 2.700 4,704 7,410 1,373 1,629 .3,002 10,412 1,695 838 2,534 401 

......... 

417 821 3,355 4,402 5,542 9,944 '3,823 13,707 7,474 2.933 . 5 8,683 
I 

1,077 3,618 34 

1854 2816 2717 5533 

1847 .......................... 
......................... 

863 913 1,776 7 09 1,309 (365 1 974 36 383 719 2693 4,125 1382 7,507 2,495 10002 4 5>0 I 2,758 I 30,6 1 006 '3226 21 

1855 5441 .> 459 10,930 1,837 1,800 3,637 14587 1,309 891 2200 4'o8 468 916 3116 6,750 6,380 13130 4,553  17 683 10326 4240 1 7492 1,815 218 42 

1856 2,884 2,771 5,655 785 770 ' 1,555 7,210 2,807 2,888 '5,695 1,660 1,436 3,096 8,791 5,691 5,659 11,350 4,051 16,001 4,933 2,274 3 I 3,004 601 2,976 29 

1857 4,415 3,587 8,002 1,128 1,015 2,203 10,205 4,123 825 4,948 219 200 425 5,373 8,838 4,412 12,950 

125,216 

2,628 15,578 8,356 11,847 2 7,140 969 2,067 29 

TOTALS 41,550 46,773 88,323 .......... 31,168 110,491 
24,650112,243  36,893 .......... 10,588 47,481 66,200 89,016 41,576 166,972 

N,B.-The above Return includes only Immigrants from the United Kingdom and Foreign Countries. 
H. H. I3ROWNE, 

Agent f'or Irnnngralzon. 



TMMIGRATLOL) ... •..•• .. 

RETURN shewing the Total Amount of Money paid out of the Revenues of New South Wales, on Account of IMarmaivioN, from lst January, 1882, to 31st December, 1857, inclusive. - . Nct,cv,, 

F 

lootartexia r0000,,CvflD' 

Bet' f 
th t a F 

pay' ora ° ' Y 001 

Adronce, 

Tt t h 
U m tt Ilumal mmigration Interest Outfit and Apyrour- 

1 so 
cxci. 
t f 

rt 

t Ii a 
B 
f t 5 h 

g " 
B y 1r s aac S I d 

c t t " of ° a L d I f 01 r T T o P t I m in 

YEAR It5 g ents int,d a f L E 
, 

t a t f a tt 
g ) U I U 050 t Im, I ' I loam CI g so ts F 

the ro,t of B es 
d \ mb A g undth rd d by ,mt 

nOtice of tier 
eO 

by I rivets 
I d du 1 

the Govern- 
m t chartered by the chartered Immigrants ImstJn1tr0n n ' Emigration cianers in 0rnvt1rding 

it u  
pant at9he Cotlechon, gration aad Quarantine. Ovttn. eves rant icetushag C of Immi Eapeaseger 

fiat tam t 1 lb Go tv1 U ft I n YogI d 1 gI d Bills of i d I 
t T t 

oh Ct t 
cia Its d 

Exc sage. bout, age of F 

Led 

- Oar Year.  

Led Led £s.d Led Led Le.d Led, Led Le.d Led £e.d £e.d.Le.di Led Led Lod Ls.d 

1832 2,457 6 9 2,619 0 0 35 12 0 181 6 2' ............ 5,283 4 11 752 792 0 13 8 

1833 0,585 15 0 1,591 0 0 100 0 0 238 13 8 72 15 0 13,SSS 3 8 1,253 1,233 10 16 10 

1834 

 

4,020 ii 0 600 0 0 18 0 0 433 6 1 1 18 0 ............. 9,073 9 3 484 484 10 9 7 

1335 8,043 0 0 1,125 0 0 87 11 0 

.............. 

2,056  15 10,1 

.. ............. 

125 8 0 11,437 14 10 634 

........... 

614 18 0 9 

1836 

 

8,870 0 0 2,495 16 0 562 13 3 67 2 4 

.........  

455 110 

........... 

20 16 4 12,025 7 11 719 

........... 

........... 

719 16 14 6 

1837 9,435 0 0 .... 21,785 6' 8 230 0 0 3,034 18 1 3,832 19 101 1,288 8 4 4,440 0 0 7,037 15 3 49,171 1 8  2,609 70 40 2,779 17 13 10 

1838 22,779 0 0 63,909 11 6 2,961 0 0 5,410 0 9 5,477 7 3 454 6 412,042 

............ 

12 4 2,020 0 0 6,259 1 61 107,453 15 10 6,159 159 23 6,341 16 18 Ii 
1839 44,225 0 0 80,152 4 4 3,046 0 0 6,127 15 0 3,266 9 0 889 1 9 1,541 3 63,475 ............  6 3 .......... 1,4C0 0 0 1,199 6 i 140,528 6 0 7,802 81 10 7,573 18 7 6 
1840 61,220 0 0 

. .......... 

. ............. 47,738 II 0 
............................ 

1,579 15 6 

............... 

3,182 2 11 1,396 15 1 901 18 10 723 10 3 1,475 6 3 ...... 1,350 0 0 

...... 

1,152 1 2t, 121,537 17 4  5,101 202 9 5,372 22 12 5 

1841 185,27217 7 

............... ................ 
3,357 8 810,10311 9 2,231 1 2 926 1 9 793 0 1 18919 31,475 6 3 .  .  150 0 0 2,148 hOC  207,181 2 1 11,35:0 808 1 12,222 17 0 2 

1842 

............. 
65,75940 85384,088152 500Q2,68432 61927 880308170, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

............................i.  
60000 11160 76,473010 4,476 5554 5,075 1000 

1843 7,62815 3 113 1 6 332 0 118 14 5 356 10 0 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ....................... 

350 0 0 146 1811 +8,891 17 I C.. . 
1844 41,818 11 (1 ............. 

.. 
2,011 15 0 386 12 2 532 3 0 14 3 6 

................................................ ............................................... 

163 18 2 44,070 6 10 2,502 220 1 2,727 10 9 9 
1845 

.............. 
8,494 2 3 

.  .............................. 
381 4 0 20 13 9 506 13 8 

............. ...................... 

331 0 5 9547 17 7 437 60 407 19 4 2 

1846 367 17 6 571 1 0 184 1 6 873 0 0 
1847 

............................ ............... 
....................................... ..................................... 

408 2 951 1 •3 

.... 

1848 

 

........................................................ 
3,256 3 0 . ............. 4,157 4 0 1,34117 10 

54 7 0............................................. ................................................ 

..................... ............................ 

734 9 5 55,389 14 3 4,379 

.... 

.... 
4,376 

1819 3,942 0 0 5,313 5 0 ............. 3,649 19 9 2,257 16 5 56,000 0 0 
............................................ 
................................ 

352 0 0 1,180 7 3 72,695 8 5 81109 8,300 

1850 16200 . ............. ............................ ....... 3,2911C7 '  4;9781122,667170 .............. .............. ... 74,00000 
............................................. 

.............. 
40002364 44721 85,608132 4,078 

.... 
4,078 

1851 774 0 0 ............. .. ....... .................. 1,361 6 0 .  ............. ............. 1,390 4 6 
.............................. 

2,043 14 11 .............. ................. .............. ... 86,468 0 0 1,241 12 0 
10,000 0 0.......................... 

344 0 0 18 19 0 ....................... ............ 2,173 14 7 05,815 11 0 1,810 .... 1,846 
1852 2,358 0 0 .  
..................... 

• .. .  
... .. 
2,024 11 3 1,709 4 1 .... 136,265 18 6 1,230 0 0 1,411 0 0 14 8 10 .  ............ .. 1,910 17 7 149,107 6 3 4,901 

.... 
.... 4,881 

1853 6,4260 0 8,467 17 11 2,073 6 0................. ............. ... 5,423 14 4 3,601 6 3 .............. ....... ........... 100,000 0 0 2,342 11 4 8,865 10 0 44 13 10.  .  ............ . ... 11,402 2 1 146,573 15 9 10,419 .... 30,41? 
1854 1,010 0 0.  .  ............. ............... 4,193 9 0.  .  ............. .. 3,815 0.5 .4,64217 6 .................. 191,352 0 019,104 0011,576 3 2 6,805 511 242,65511 8 7,300 7,100 

1855 13,365 0 0 ............. ...... ....................... 12,002 17 6............... .. 10,903  15 7 6,534 4 8 88,115 5 
31 
3,569 0 026,424 2 6 

618 6..  

15 8 10 ............ .. ............ 3,512 18.  2 105,782 12 6 14,587 
.... 

14,567 

1856 81289 0 0 .  .............. 6,806 1710 8,727 4 0 4,165 13 2 ..... 71,200 0 0 523 3 815,159 1 3 1 11 1 ..  ............ 1,176 5 7 120,648 10 7 7,210 

........... 
7,210 

1857 

.  ............. ............... ................ 
8,489 18 0.... 3,521 1 10 1,317 8 1 ...... ...... ....... ......... 110,551 II 3 .. 15,210 1 6 3 8 2 ..  .. .. 510 1 5 135,603 10 3 .... 

.... 
£132,585 

6 9 
483,126 

8 110430 

....... 
16 0 221,818 8 11178,936 2 918,039 7 1SC 68,171 18 111 36,727 16 614 6,317  17 04,704 15 0963,972 15 0 28s520 7 0183b581 18 5128 14 7 11,010 0 01 505320 17 712,098,883  11 4 

The psetiosoturs given under this head have been rompileri from infoemstioo fueoihed be the Agent for In,migrotion, together with that obtuined from the Aceouots of Esprnaituee in the Audit 001cc, 
t This Amount conolstu chiefly of Areetiro of the Years 1841 and 1842, which have been taken into account in computing the Average Expeuze per Hood for those Pence respectively. W. C. MAYNE, Auditor General, 



No.4. 
NE W SOUTh WALES. 

(IMMIGRATION.) 
RETURN shewng the state of the Account on 31st December, 1857, of MONEYS BORROWED for the purposes of IMMIGRATIoN. 

Amount of ON WHAT TERMS SOLD. Amount of Amount of Deben- Amount of Interest 
Debentures payable Rate of Interest. -- Net Proceeds 

Debentures tures outstanding paid on Land 
uthei in London or (al1hed. 

paidoff. on 31st December, and Tmmi
'
ration 

in the Colony. Rate. Amount of Premium. 1857. Debentures. 

£ s. 5. £ s. 5 £ s. d. £ s. d £ S. d 
1550 500 0 0 .  500 0 0 500 0 0 3,852 4 8 

6,000 0 0 22s. cent. pre miu m...............66 0 0 6,066 0 0 
3,300 0 0 21s. do ............... 3 4 13 0 3,334 13 0 
700 0 0 8 9 714 8 9 
5,500 0 0 0 0 5,588 0 0 
30,000 0 0 385 0 0 30,385 0 0 

1851.... 1,000 0 0 

41s. 3d. do ............... 1 4 

12 16 8 1,012 16 8 
79,600 0 0 2,905 15 10 3,500 0 0 

329. do ............... 8 8 
25s. 85. do ............... 

43 17 11 3,543 17 11 
300 0 0 . cent.mem. a 

At p ar............................... 

25s. 85. do ................ 
25s. 1d. do ................. 

3 7 6 303 7 6 
1,000 0 0 

2'1s. 6d. do ................. 
10 10 0 1,010 10 0 

25,000 0 0 
21s. do ................ 
27s. 65. do ............... 343 15 0 25343 15 0 

2,500 0 0 31 5 0 2,531 5 0 
800 0 0 8 0 0 308 0 0 J 

50,000 0 0 

25s. do ................. 
20s. do ................ 

Bills on London ® 10 per cent, discount .. .. 5,865 18 6 55,865 18 6 
f83s. cent, premium, Bills on London ® 6 il 

1852.... 
50000 0 0 ' 

1d.een Preuium, Bills on London® 5} 

5395 
' 0 0 

913 5 4 
' 325 0 0 130,400 0 0 81990 0 9 

30,400 0 0 
L 

1. cent. discount .............. 
{GOs. 

cent. discount 31,313 5 4 

f 6,700 0 0 "1 f 351 15 0 7,051 15 0 
1853.... 4 43,300 0 0 

£5 5s. c a nt.................... 
£5 2s. 6d. d o.................. 2,219 2 0 45,519 2 6 100,000 0 0 12,710 15 1 

50,000 0 0 2,7:10 0 0 52,750 0 0 

3,000 0 0 165 0 0 3,165 0 0 

184.... 
3,000 0 0 

£5 lOs. d o................... 

48 15 0 3,048 15 0 
60,000 0 0 14,049 7 4 30,000 0 0 412 10 0 30,412 10 0 

24,000 0 0 j I. 

£5 lOs. d o................... 
£1 12s. 65. do.................... 
£1 7s. 65. d o................... 

120 0 0 24,120 0 0 

3,000 0 0 ) ( 

£0 lOs. d o................... 

3,000 0 0 
1855.... 30,000 0 0 3 cent. diem. ' 29,550 0 0 53,000 0 0 13,757 13 3 

20,000 0 0 J , £1 2s. lid. dis., Bills on London ® 1 cent. prm 19,575 1 8 

1856 ...... 

At par ................................. 
£1 l Os. discount............................. 

25,393 19 11 
1857 ...... 

............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

19,213 0 2 

22,792 4 10 

TOTALS. . 423,500 0 0 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

£ 441,838 1 10 * 210,500 0 0 213,000 0 0 104,452 1 8 

* Of these £200,900 were paid off by the issue of new Debentures, bearing Interest at 5 per cent, per annum, for twenty years. 
Audit Office, Sydney, New South Wales,) W. C. MAYNE, 

lst May, 1858. Audio' General. 
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No. 5. 

NE W S O UT H W ALES. 

(BIRTHS.) 
RETURN of the Number of Brit'rrts Ilegistered in the Colony of New Sauth Wales, 

from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. MALES. FEMALES. 

3.350 

TOTAl. 

6,920 1848 3,575 
1849 3,803 3,073 7,470 
1850 3,705 3.578 7,2•3 
1851 3,893 3,782 7,675 
1852 4 000 3,806 7,860 
1853 4,493 4,367 8,860 
1854 4 000 4,757 0,663 
1855 5,192 - 5,152 10,344 
1856 5,093 5,004 10,097 
1857 

- 

6,266 6,235 12,501 

No. 6. 

(MARRIAfES.) 
RETURN' of the Number of MARRIAOES Registered in the Colony of New South Wales, 

from the Year 1848 to 18u7, inclusive. 

Cuuacues INWHIC'lI 

SOLEILNIZED. 
1818. 1819. 1850. 1851, 1852. 1853 1854 . 1855 1856 1857 - 

Church of England 
Presbyterian 

552 
421 

656 
493 

8.30 ' 765 860 1,133 1.192 1,119 1,109 1,045 
Wcsleyan Methodist 62 72 

431 
73 

426 
100 

522 503 
97 151 

563 t38 595 664 
Primitive do.  .. 155 135 167 13 

8 14 
.. .. 
7 

.. .. 
S 

.. .. .. .. 
25 33 

. .. 
35 

.. 
46 

9 
52 

9 
43 

Unitarian 
5 6 3 4 .... .... 2 9 15 22 

Independent............

Germ-rn Lutheran 
.... 

. .. .. 
.... ..,. .... 

.... 3 4 3 '4 

Baptist ................

Roman Catholic 317 353 
. . . . 
504 

. .. 
605 

. . . . . .. 
664 736 - 01 805 

.. 
$ 

.. 
 

732 854 Jews' Synagogue 6 3 5 7 7 10 10 9 

................. 
........ 

.. ..  .. .. .. .. 21 7 Christian Israelite ......... 

.. .. .. ..  .. .. 
. . .. .. .. 
.. .. .. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 
.. 

2 Latter Day Saints ......... 
.. .. .. .. .. .. 

..  .. 
1 Registrars' Offices ......... .. .. .. ..  .. .. - .. 

74 94 
- TOTALS.. .. 1,401 1,915 2,175 2,569 2,902 1,603 1,8.56 2,761 2,765 2,778 

No. '7. 
(DEATHS.) - 

RETURN of the Number of DEATus Registered in the Colony of New South Wales, 
from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

- 
YEATh 

MALE. FEMALE. 
TOTAL. 

MEN. CDILDREN. WOMEN. Cui LDP.EN. 

1848 
1849 

812 
994 

484 
632 

375 
491 

432 
586 

2,103 
2,703 1850 984 629 424 548 2,585 1851 1,026 587 - 476 511 - 2,600 1852 . 1,440 775 710 680 3.605 1853 1,446 865 927 938 4,176 1854 1,281 - 1,308 782 1,140 1 4,511 1855 1,341 1,00,9 720 932 4,022 1856 1,533 901 7'1 898 4,203 1857 1,807 1,191 807 1,011 4,846 

Some of the Ministers of the Presbyterian Free Church have not rendered Returns of Births, 
1855. J Marriages, and Deaths. No Baptist Minister in 1853. 
1856. Several Ministers of different Denominations have not rendered Eetm-ns of do. do. do. 
COLONIAL SECIIETAIIY'S OFFICE, ' . CHARLES COWPE1, ,Sjdney, 1st Mey, 1858. 5 ,. , Uolouial &c1'efai'y. 
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No. 8. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(SCHOOLS.) 
RETURN of the Number of SchooLs, and SchoLARs attending the same, in the Colony 

of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAIL 
1'UMBER 
Or 
SCHOOLS. 

NUMBER Or SCHOLARS. 

Male. Female. Iota]. 

1848 382 10,267 8,722 18,989 
1849 444 10,721 9,250 19,971 
1850 493 11,214 10,170 21,384 
1851 423 11,118 10,002 21,120 
1852 351 12,428 11,240 23,608 
1853 420 13,575 12,085 25,600 
1854 413 13,557 12,396 25,953 
1555 476 14,365 12,878 27,243 
1856 565 15,760 13,666 29,426 
1857 550 15,470 13,706 29,236 

No. 9. 

(SCHOOLS.) 
RETURN of the Number of SchooLs, &e., for the Year 1857. 

z 

Number of Scholars. Amounts paid 
by Government 
from the Cob- 
nial Tre Isury, 
in 1857. 

Amounts 
received from 
Voluntary 
Contributions 
in 1857. 

TOTALS. 

d 8 .i o 

ORPHAN SCHOOLS.  

I £ S. 5 £ S. d £ s. 5. 
1 
1 
100 74 
79 101 

174 
180 

4,240 6 3 
3,366 16 0 

4,240 6 3 
3,366 16 0 

Totals of Orphan Schools .. 7,607 2 3 2 179 175 354 7,607 2 3 

1 731 63 136 1,750 0 0 1,922 12 1 3,672121 ASYLUM FOR DESTITUTE CHILDREN . 

Protestant ........................ 

DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

Roman Catholic .................... 

Church of England 
Presbyterian ...................... 
Wesleyan ......................... 
Roman Catholic .................... 

69 

18 
10  
72  

3:O69 2,124 

740 526 
4811 322 
2,911
. 
2,830 
.... 

5,193 

1,266 
803 
5,7-11 .  

9,537 6 5 
1,872 19 6 
970 0 10 
5,995 17 5 
1,042 7 9 

6,872 4 9 
1,181 9 4 
955 2 8 
3,817 4 2 

16,409 11 2 
3,054 8 10 
1,925 3 6 
9,813 1 7 
1,042 7 9 Denominational School Board.......... 

Totals of Denominational Schools 200 6,347i 6,799 1.5,146 19,418 11 11 12,826 0 11 32,244 1210 

NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

Schools .......................... 
General Management .................... 

62 3,181 2,795 5,976 15,659 10 10 
2,827 14 11 

5,390 13 3 21,0-0 4 1 
2,827 14 11 

62 3,181 2,795 5,976 18,487 5 9 5,390 13 3 23,817 19 0 Totals of National Schools. 

265 
11780I 

9,832 21612I 47,262 19 11 20,139 
6 3 67,402 6 2 Totals 

lO 
•PCOmina} 

UNIVERSITY or SYDNEY .......... ..ii 38H 381 5,00000 514 10 0 5,514 

ST. PAUL'S COLLECE ................ 1 9 9 6,25 0 0 t90 0 0 6,715 0 0 

SYDNEY GRAMIIAESCIIOOL......... 1 120'  1201 2,250 0 0 t687 0 0 2,917 o o 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS. - 
King's School, Parramatta............ 
All other Schools ................1 

1 119 
3,404 

.... 
3,934 

119 .......... 
7,338.... 

282 3,5231 3934 7,4571 Totals of Private Schools .. 

GENERAL TOTAl. ........ .550 15470 13.766j 29,236 61,137 19 11 82,548 16 2 21,410 16 31-1 
* Building Fund £6,00J; Endowment Fund £625. 
Fees from Students. 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OsIcE, CHARLES COWPER, 
Sqdney, 1st May, 1858. 5 

colonial Secretary 
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No. 10. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(LUNATICS—TARBAN CREEK, SYDNEY.) 

RETURN of the Number of PATIENTS in the LUNATIC ASYLUM, TAUBAN CREEK, during the Year 1857. 

In he. Asylum Admitted Discharged Abscond& Died Remaining in 
Dceembr, theYear during the Year during the Year during the the Asylum on 
18.56. 

1.1113t- 
18571857. 1857. Year 1857. 31 December, 1857. 

I 
Cured. Improved 

I 
Retaken. Not 

Retaken. 
Supposed 
Curable. 

Supposed 
Incuiabic. lotal. 

CS 

107 83 190 93 64 19 33 6 2 2 .. 1 .. 6 3 42 28 84 55 126 83 

139 Males. Transferred to the Asylum at Parramatta ........'29 Females. 

F. CAMPBELL, M. D., 
Superintendent. 

No. 11. 
(FREE LUNATICS—PARRAMATTA.) 

RETURN of the Number of PATIENTS in the LUNATIC ASYLUM, PARRAMATTA, during the Year 1857. 

In the Asyhim Amtted uring Discharged Absconded Died Remaining in 
on 31 December the during the Year during the Year during the the Asylum on 
1856. 1857. 1857. 1857. 

Not 
Retaken. Retaken. 

Suppos
Cured. ? 

Year 1857. 31 December, 1857. 

Improved Total. 

CS CS 
a , 

5 
'3 

CS CS-
a CS 

a 

CS 
'3 

CS CS 
'3 '3 

CS 
'3 

166 138 304 53 33 3 3 1 4 .. 2 19 5 3 3 191 156 194 159 
InvaUds 
3.. 3.. 1 ......................... 1.. .. .. 211 2 1 

R. GREENUP, M. D., 
Medical Superintendent. 

No. 12. 

(CONVICT LUNATICS AND INVALIDS—PARRAMATTA.) 

RETURN of the Number of PATIENTS in the CONVICT LUNATIC and INVALID ESTABLISHMENT, PARRAMATTA, 
during the Year 1857. 

In the Estab- A.mitted 1uiri g Discharged Absconded Died Remainingin 
hishment on 31 ear during the Year during the Year during the the Establuhmcnt on 

31 December, 1857. December, 1856. 1857. 1857. 1857. Year 1857. 

Cured. Improved Retaken. Retaken. 
Not Supposed 

Curable. 
Supposed 
Incurable. Total. 

CSS 
a ' 

'36 

CS CS 

a 

CS CS CS 
13 '3 ' 6 

CS CS CS 

PS PS 

93 1 .. 1 1 4 3 .. . 72 13 72 13 
T,um,tic,. 

I 16 
531 7 (30 9 .. 2 

.......... 

1 2 .. 1 

......... 

9 .. 1 . 47 6 48 S. 

130 23 1 2 153 10 .. 3 .. 2 . .- 
......... 

.. 
.. 13 3  j 1 

.. 119 19 
. 

120 19  

R. GREENUP, N. P., 
Medical Superintendent. 



No. 13. 

NEW SOUTII WALES. 

(AGRICULTURE.) 
RETURN showing the Quantity of L.&ND IN CULTIVATION, and the PRODUCE of the same, (exclusive of Gardens and Orchards) in the Colony of New South Wales, from the 

Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

CROPS. PRODUCE. 

C. 

1' 
C5 

. . 

E-i 
c 

n n.e 

44 Acres. Acres. Acre). 

21,693 123,499 

Bushels. Bushels. Acres. Acres. Acres. Aerc. Acres. Acres. I3ush13. Bushels. Bushels. Bushels. 'I'ons. OwL Tons. 

1848 
1849 

67,801 
06,459 

20,220 5,954 
23 316 7,74f 

4 252 167 14 3,197 2 '1 1,118,654 218,412 108,816 37,866 2,86 118 7,014 3,059 27,172 

1850 70,720 23,170 7,570 
2,809 203 18 3,138 458 31,664 135,806 1,401,003 270,406 115,379 49,656 2,959 134 8,300 4,238 31,914 2,717 293 42 4,236 510 35,383 114,047 921,582 457,102 124,625 53.313 5.529 848 9,400 4923 44,702 18o1 

1852 
82 110 
75 912 

25 017 6,725 
18,609 084 

2,470 242 
1,629 163 

54 4,079 731 30 020 152,0 7 1,407,465  717 0 ) 133,944 49,069 4891 731 13.644 12,530 36 605 

1853 74,537 24.234 I 3,937 2 398 97 
9 3 690 
44 5,050 

58 
32 

224 )0 120,643 
27,723 138,052 

1191 480 
1,384 541 

54 631 
684,253 

8 17o 
695128 

22.883 
36,866 

2,226 
1,869 

92 
536 

12 772 1 978 20 733 

1854 63,092 28,093 3,568 1,626 5,079 8 '29,324 130 944 786,278 843,310 36,812 27,441 816 637 
20,3u8 
15,163 

342 34,595 
2(50 25,343 1855 86,369 34,407 4,476 2,614 235 21) 9,118 116 32,6(56 170,070 1,335,446 1(116.494 64,887 49.865 3,272 553 38,296 1,512 43,067 1856 

1857 
106,124 
89,195 

32,003 1 4,340 
42,813 1 4,483 

3,430 I 97 J 
4,605 126 

99 8,881 
1471 8,006 

218 
170 

29,823 182,015 
33,774 133,385 

1,75(5,964 
1,289,044 

r 1,085.279 
1,118,06 

67,847 48,471 1,349 677 27,9332 2,813 43,633 
1 8,088 01,253 1,396 1,468 21,491 1,301 53,064 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
Sydney, 1st May, 1858. 

res,-,.xuI'acns, urcuaras, eec. 
The Returns received being incomplete, those for the previous Year have been substituted. 

CHARLES COWPER, 
(Jolozuat Secretary. 
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No. 14. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(VINEYARDS.) 
RETURN of the Number of ACRES OF LAND planted with the GRAPE VINE, and of the Quantity of WINE AND BRANDY made from the Produce thereof, in the Colony of New 
South Wales, during the Year ended 31st March, 1858. 

- 
CROP. 

PRODUCE. 

WINF. BRANDY. 
COUNTIES OR DISTRICTS. 

Acras Gallons. Gallons. 

WrruIN THE SETTLED DISTRICTS. 

Argyle .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 71 150 
Bathurst ........................ 

Bligh ... ... ... ... ... ... .... ... S  . .  
Brisbane. ... ... ... ... ... .... ... ..62 5,289 5 
Camden ...................... 72 12,068 184 
Cook ........................... 3 50 
Cumberland ................... 373k 1 7,060 495 
Durham ...................... l97 32,035 140 
Gloucester ...................... 107k  7,750 70 
Hunter ......................... 24 3,450 
King ......................... 13 1,660 230 

30 2,400 50 Macquarie ........................ 

2 Murray ........................ 

1O8 17,842 240 Northumberland ................ 

1 60 Phillip ....................... 

Roxburgh ...................... 31 3,400 
Stanley ...................... 24 
Wellington 42 

TOTAl ... ... ... ... 1,070 103,2.56 1,414 
COMMISSIONERS' DISTRICTS, BEYOND THE 

SETTLED DISTRICTS. 

Burnett and Wide Bay 18 
Clarence ...................... 6 800 
Gwydir ...................... 5 
M'Leay . ... ... ... .... ... ... .... 2° 1,400 
Maneroo......................6 

32 2,500 Murrumbidgee ..................... 
Wellington ... ... ... ... .... ... ... . .  6 80 

TOTAL ... ... 58AL 4,918 
GENERAL TOTAL ....... 1,128k j 108,174 1,414 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,) 
CHARLES COWPER, Sqdney, Isl Moy, 1858. 5 Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 15. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

(VINEYARDS.) 

RETURN of the Number of AcREs OF LAND planted with the GRAPE VINE, and of the 
Quantity of WINE AND BRANDY made from the Produce thereof, from the Year 1848 
to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. ACRES. 
PRODUCE. 

WINE. BRANDY. 

Gaflons. Gallons. 

1848 887 97,800 1,163 

1849 963 95,843 1,266 

1850 1,069*  111,085 1,958 

1851 1,060* 84,843 1,641 

1852 1,096* 92,744 1,581 

1853 962*  57,491 1,587 

1854 913 57,959 674 

1855 1,030* 115,614 1,426 

1856 1,018* 95,645 1,547 

1857 1,128* 108,174 1,414 

No. 16. 

(LIVE STOCK.) 

RETURN of LIVE STOCK in the Colony, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. HORSES. HORNED CATTLE. Pios. SHEEP. 

1848 97,400 1,366,164 65,216 6,530,542 

1849 105,126 1,463,651 52,902 6,784,494 

1850* 111,458 1,374,968 52,371 7,092,209 

1851 118,397 1,375,257 65,510 7,396,895 

1852 123,404 1,495,984 78,559 1 7,707,917 

1853 139,765 1,552,285 71,395 7,929,708 

1854 148,851 1,576,750 63,255, 8,144,119 

1855 158,159 1,858,407 68,091 8,602,499 

1856 168,929 2,023,418 105,998 7,738,323 

1857 180,053 2,148,664 109,166 8,139,162 

1850.-To this Year has been added information from th6 Lower Darling District, not received when the 
General Return of Live Stock was published in 1851. 

1857-See Noteat p. 11. 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, ) CHARLES COWPER, 
Sydney, lst May, 1858. J Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 17. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(LIVE. STOCK.) 

RETURN of LIVE STOCK in the Colony of New South Wales, on the lst.January, 1858. 

DESCRIPTION OF STOCK. 

COUNTIES OR DISTRICTS. HORSES. 
HORNED Puss. SnEEr. 

Number.  Number. Number. Number. 

WITHIN THE SETTLED DIsTRICTs.* 

Argyle ... ... ... ... 6,538 23,150 3,416 125,942 

Bathurst ... ... ... •.. 5,872 36,466 1,735 230,974 

Bligh ... ... ... •.. ... 1,394 12,979 473 93,523 

Brisbane ... .. •.. •.. 4,232 22,095 734 173,982 

Camden ... ... ... ... 11,187 60,119 19,729 5,244 

Cook... .. ... ... ... 4,179 10,276 .. 4,026 2,371 

Cuinberland ... ... ... ... 17,981 31,639 17,367 5,582 

Durham ... ... ... ... 10,580 52,541 8,666 62,715 

Georgiana •.. ... .. •.. 5,386 21,046. 1,567 54,481 

Gloucester .. •.. ... 5,130 28,145 4,413 10,810 

Hunter ... ... ... ... 2,570 10,196 2,112 14,414 

King ... ... ... ... ... 3,763 17,088 1,320 39,525 

Macquarie ... ... ... ... 3,971 24,744 2,333 

Murray .. ... ... . . 5,805 24,776 2,046 205,142 

Northumberland .•• ... ... 11,418 48,325 13,425 28,647 

Phillip ... ... ... ... 1,824 7,962 445 107,707 

Roxburgh ... ... ... •.. 1,790 6,091 888 97,860 

St. Vincent ... .. •. •.. 5,724 35,616 3,344 33,884 

Stanley . ... ... ... ... 2,584 40,607 2,981 42,998 

Wellington ... ... ... ... 2,889 14,493 994 110,801 

Westmorelaud... ... ... •.. 3,742 19,224 2,242 17,675 

TOTALS ... ... 118,559 547,578 94,256 1,464,277 

CosMIssroNERs' DisTlucTs, BEYOND 
THE SETTLED DIsTnIcTsf 

Albert... ... ... ... ... 564 12,115 84,309 

Bligh ... ... ... ... ... 3,400 132,022 1,000 192,000 

Burnett and Wide Bay ... •.. 2,926 51,429 431 721,97.1 

Clarence ... ... ... ... 3,170 160,041 1,617 53,986 

Darling Downs ... ... •.. 2,500 70,000 500 1,500,000 

Gwydir ... ... ... ... 3,400 176,200 200 290,953 

Lachlan... ... ... ... 6,795 141,547 621 361,583 

Leichhardt ... ... ... ... 337 2,428 215,399 

Liverpool Plains .. ... •.. 6,171 134,065 249 622,568 
Lower Darling ... •.. ... 715 38,065 123,740 

M'Leay ... ... ... ... 1,319 18,327 1,603 93 

Manerco ... ... ... ... 6,709 77,983 3,519 425,000 

Maranoa ... ... ... ... 566 20,905 59,170 

Moreton ... ... ... ... 500 32,000 300 120,000 

Murrumbidgee ... ... ... 12,532 269,000 3,000 530,000 

New England ... ... ... 5,917 137,598 1,000 1,048,826 
Port Curtis ... ... ... ... 748 4,309 20 93,436 

Wellington ... ... ... ... 3,225 117,052 850 231,851 

61,494 1,601,086 14,910 6,674,885 TOTALS ... ... 

GENERAL TOTAL ... ... 180,053 2,148,664 109,166 8,139,162 

Exclusive of the portions of Country brought within the Settled Districts by the operation of the 
Order in Council of 9th March, 1847. 

t Inclusive of Ditto Ditto. 
The Returns received being incomplete, those for the previous Year have been substituted. 

COLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OrricE, CHARLES COWPER, 

,Sydney, 1st May, 1858. 1 Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 18. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(TALLOW AND LARD.) 

RETURN of LIVE STOCK S1AUGIITERED, and the Quantity of TArLow and LARD produccd 
from the same, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. 

z c.3 

SHEEP 
SLAUGHTERED. 

Number. 

HORNED CATTLE 
SLAUGHTERED. 

Number. 

TALLOW 
PRODUCED. 

Cwt. - 

Pics 
SLAUGHTERED. 

Number. 

LARD 
PuonucED. 

its. 

1848 55 165,701 33,007 60,842 56 1,865 

1849 80 393,071 35,744 85,675 252 29,659 

1850 94 292,416 60,385 128,330 45 2,916 

1851 75; 
269,845 42,231 88,145, 25 2,000 

185.2 72 292,000 74,194 147,947 24 1,200 

1853 39 96,895 29,959 64,485 

1854 36 69,229 21,120 48,268 

1855 31 223,134 23,459 61,839 

1856 36 266,726 45,239 84,798 788 31,716 

1857 23 48,341 25,111 40,597 

CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, CHARLES COWI'EB, 
Sydney, hI May, 1858. J colonial SecieIai. 
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No. 19. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(MILLS.) 

RETURN of the Number of MILLS for Grinding and Dressing Grain, in the Colony of New 
South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. STEAlS. WATER. WIND. HORSE. 

1848 .57 36 25 38 

1849 64 35 27 27 

1850 75 45 28 22 

1851 68 33 25 25 

1852 78 28 20 19 

1853 72 28 23 . 20 

1854 74 27 22 17 

1855 82 29 19 17 

1856 92 26 21 15 

1857 101 19 19 . 18 

No. 20. 

(MANUFACTORIES, WORKS, &c.) 

RETURN of the Number of MANUFACTORIES, WOnKS, &e., in the Colony of New South 
Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

MANUFACTORIES, &c. 1848. 1849. 1850. 1851. 1852. 1853. 1854. 1855. 1856.. 1857. 

2 2 2 2 2 
2 

2 
2 

2 
1 

2 
1 

2 
2 Reetifying and CompOunding 2 1 1 1 1 

21 19 17 11 12 13 14 9 10 
2 
16 

2 
16 

2 
12 

2 
16 

3 
14 

2 
18 

1 
18 

1 
23 

1 
24 

Distilleries ...........2 

15 14 6 9 11 
7 

9 
7 

8 
5 

9 
5 

5 
5 

Breweries ..........12 
Sugar Refining .........2 

6 
5 

7 
5 

5 
2 

7 
1 1 1 1 5 1 

Soap, &c...........15 
Tobacco .............4 
Woollen Cloth .........6 
Hat...............4 

4 
65 

6 
65 

6 
55 

4 
64 

3 
66 

s: 
59 . 

5 
60 

5 
54 

8 
49 Rope .............4 

Tanneries, &c.........33 
Salt.............. 2  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Salting and Meat Preserving 4 6 7 9 3 6 6 12 7 
Establishments .. .. J 

Potteries 7 4 5 4 4 3 6 .5 6 5 

1  1 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 .......... 
(l asWorks ..........1 
Smelting Works (Copper) 1 
Iron & Brass Foundries, &c 11 13 15 15 12 

2 
10 1311 14 16 10 

Vitriol .............. 
Steam Biscuit .............................. 

1 1 1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

Steam Machinery for making Bricks 
Dye .................................. 

.................... 
1 
1 

1 
2 

1 
2 

Quartz Crushing Machines .......................... 1 11 
1 

1123 
4 
30 Reaping and Thrashing Machines ..................... 1 1 Type Foundry ............................... 12 19 26 Steam Saw Mills ............................ 3 4 4 Ship and Anchor.............................. 39 60 46 Stea m Vessels .............................. 2 2 2 Patent Slips for Repairing Vessels ..................... 2 2 2 DryDoeks ............................. .. 

5 8  8 Fire Engines ............................... 1 2 2 Railways ................................. 

* The No. returned from 2 Thstricts only, 

COLONIAL SCRETAY'S OFFIcR, CHARLES COWPER, 

Sydney, lFt May, 1858. 5 Golonial ,Secretary 

0 
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No. 21. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(WOOLLENS MANUFACTURED.) 
RETURN of the Number of Establishments and Quantity of WOOLLENS Manufactured in 

the Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. NUMBER OF 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 

CLOTH 
AND TWEEDS. BLANKETS. 

Yards. No. 
1848 6 164,749 24S 
1849 6 180,197 48 
1850 7 190,791. 326 
1851 5 114,394 .. -. 
1852 07 234,378 
1853 *7 146,000 
1854 7 184,555 
1855 f5 35,760 
1856 45 26,534 
1857 5 81,360 

° Two not worked. f One not worked. Two not worked. 

No. 22. 

(SOAP MANUFACTURED.) 
RETURN of the Number of Establishments and Quantity of SoAr Manufactured in the 

Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. NUMBER OF 
ESTABLISHMENTS.  QUANTITY. 

Cwt. - 
1848 12. 18,900 
189 15 i 24,623 
1850 16 J 25,986 
1851 12 33,065 
1852 16 36,042 
1853 11 41,678 
1854 18 74,878 
1855 17 471435 
1856 23 I 57,781 
1857 24 37,228 

No.23. 
(TOBACCO MANUFACTURED.) 

RETURN of the Number of Establishments and Quantity of TOBACCO Manufactured in the 
Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inèlusive. 

YEAR. NUMBER OF 
QUANTITY. ESTABLISHMENTS. 
Cwt. 

1848 . 1 714 
1849 15 2,758 
1850 14 I 3,833 
1851 6 4,841 
1852 9 6,564 
1853 *14 3,524 
1854 9 1,963 
1855 8 1.376 
1856 9 3,428 
1857 5 1,346 

* One no Return of Manufacture. 

No. 24. 
(REFINED SUGAR MANUFACTURED.) 

RETURN of the Number of Establishments and Quantity of REFINED SUGAR Manufactured 
in the Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. NUMBER OF 
ESTABLISHMENTS. QUANTITY. 

Cwt 
1848 *2 26,000 
1849 2 35,000 
1850 2 51,000 
1851 2 74,000 
1852 2 83,100 
.1853 3 81,200 
1854 . 2 68,000 
1855 '2 110.000 
1856 02 122,000 
1857 1 166,000 

* One not worked. 
COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, CHARLES COWPER, 

Sydney, lst May, 1858. 5 Golonial Secretary. 
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No. 25. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.) 

No. 1. —TOTAL VALUE in Sterling of the IMPORTS and EXPORTS of the 
COLONY of NEW SOUTH WALES, from and to each Country, in the Year 
1857. 

COUNTRIES. IMPORTS THEREFROM. I EXVORTS THERETO. 

£ £ 

UNITED KINGDOM ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .3,804,901 1,987,703 

BRiTIsH COLONIES :- 

Australia ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .1,331,782 1,585,560 

India and China ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .120,405 80,865 

Mauritius ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .193,919 21,749 

..... 

West Indies .......................................... 536 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

France ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

1,646,106 1,688,710 

Germany ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 
.9,682 

53,949 

Holland ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 52,552 

. 

28,234 

17,187 

. 

Spain and Portugal ... ... ... ... ... ... .... 
Norway and Sweden ... ... ......... ... ... ....2,510 
United States ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . 274,645 7,204 

Chili ............................. 65,071 3,367 

South Sea Lslands ... ... ... ... ... .... ... ... 42,436 

Fisheries ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
.41,804 . 

15 

Manila ............................... .63,151 3,000 

Peru ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...... 

.31,434 

1,999 

Penan.............................. g 

...4,810 

3,334 

.  

37,195 China ........................ .. 1,782 

Batavia ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .....32,268 

Guam ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

... 

2,430 

Suez .............................. 
. . . . . .  

28,809 244,372 

Aden ................................... 
. . .  

700 

335,539 1,218,401 

TOTAL ... ... ... ...  ... ... £1 0,729,408 

73 



1092 16 

IMPORTS 

No. 2-GENERAL IMPORTS into the COLONY 

ARTICLES. 
COUNTRIES I 

WHENCE IHPORTED. 

QUANT [TIES IItFORTED. 

TOTAL. IN BiurIsu IT TORETGN 
VEaSELS. VESSELS. 

3.760 pkgs. 2,870 890 
1,653 1,653 
216 216 
591 613 1,204 

Agricultural Implements ........ 

I 951 290 1,271 tons 
Alkali and Soda ................ 1,302 1,302 

122 530 652 No. 
Anchors ...................1 

Australian Colonies ................. 
South Sea Islands ................... 

4 4 

I 

United States ....................... 
Great Britain ....................... 
Australian Colonies ................ 

4,947 427 5,374 pkgs. 
330 330 
12 12 

British Possessions in India & China 7 7 
30 30 

Great Britain ....................... 

1 1 

Australian Colonies ................. 

21 21 
'Apparel and Slops .............. 

Holland and Belgium .............. 9 9 
4 4 
36 35 
8 

.... 

8 

Great Britain ....................... 

Ger many ............................. 

176 17 193 Cases 

France ............................... 

1 1 

United States .......................... 

Great Britain ....................... 
Fiance ................................ 

41 19 60 
1 1 

86,346 86,346 cwt. 

Arms and Gunpowder 

Great Britain ....................... 
Australian Colonies ................. 
South Sea Islands ................... 

South Sea Islands 
600 
268k 

6(10 
2681 

Ammunition. 1,000 1,000 
557 187k 744k 

IG ........... 

Shot...........I 

China............................... 
Suez and Aden ...................... 

32 32 
PercussionCaps.. 

Ceylon ............................. 

29 29 pkgs. 
207 56 263 cwt. 
290 290 
99 167 1,166 

British Possessions in India & China 335 335 LArrowrOot and Sago ............. 
341 341 
4 4" 

................... 

1,225 396 1,621 bales 

Penang ............................. 
Great Britain ....................... 
Australian Colonies .................. 

British Possessions in India & China 
683 32 
155 

715 
155 

South Sea Islands ................... 
Australian Colonies ................. 

Colonies 
344 
29l 

344 
2914 tons 

Holland and Belgium .................
Suez and Aden ...................... 

Manila ............................. 

18 27 45 pkgs. 

Great Britain ....................... 
Australian Colonies ................. 

Ceylon .............................. 
Great Britain ....................... 

30 30 

Australian Colonies ................... 

269 370 639 
20 20 

Beche-le-Mer ................... 

Great Britain ....................... 
Great Britain ....................... 

13 13 bags 

'Bark ........................... 

I 

China................................ 

333,188 147,219 480,407 gallons 
in bottle .............. 

South Sea Islands .................... 

2'l 23 
Beer ( 1,059,859 287,708 1,347,567 

in wood ..............'  21,804 21,804 

Baskets ....................... 

I, 65,654 65,654 

Bees Wax ...................... 8 8 pkgs. 
28 31 59 No. 

Bags and Sacks ................ 

(reat iritain ....................... 

508 186 694 barrels 

Blacking ....................' 

Manila ............................. 

. 

24 24 

Bellows, Smiths'................. 

Australian .................. 
Great Britain ........................ 

30 30 

Australian Colonies ................... 
United States ....................... 

420 420 gallons 

Bitters ...................... 

Great Britain ........................ 
Groat Britain ........................ 

21 21 

Australian Colonies ................... 

Australian Colonies .................... 

200 200 
I 

Great Britain ..................... 

119 119 bales 
Blankets and Counterpanes ....l 

Australian Colonies ................... 
United States ............................. 
Great Britain ........................ 

3 3 

Boats 4 1 5 No. 

United States .............................. 

17,003 17,003 bushels 

Bra n ........................ 

Great Britain ............................ 
Ger many ................................. 

6, 1 0 0 6, 1 0 0 

United States ............................. 
Great Britain ........................ 

5,300 8,755 14,055 

......................... 
United States ......................... 
Great Britain ......................... 
Australian Colonies .................. 

Great Britain 
161 109 270 pkgs. 

130,916 No. 
Bricks 

~Fire 

U nit d St at es . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Chili ................................ 
Great Britain ........................ 

Germany ........................... 
130,916 ......... 
28,734 3,339 32,073 

....................... 

27,500 27,500 
1,000 1,000 

Holland and Belgium .............. 39,000 19,826 58,826 
I 

France ................................... 

433 217 6,50 pkgs. 
Brushware ...................1 

United Stats ............................. 

216 

... 

216 ,7 

Bath ................. 

r 6,826 i,394 8,2204 cwt. 

............... 

1,2474 1,2471 

Great Britain ......................... 
United States .................................. 

4 4 
Butter and Cheese ............ 

Great Britain ......................... 
Australian Clothes ... ................. 

52 558 610 
South Sea Islands ........................ 

114 114 
Germany ............................... 
France .................................... 

44 44- 
I. 
United States ............................... 
Holland and Belgium ............... .110 127 237 
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No. 26. 

of NEW SOUTH WALES, in the Year 1857. 

QUANTITTES I 
ENTEF.ED FOR 
u O 

VALUE IN STERLINU. 

- ________ AVERAGE PRICE 

DuTY. 

ARTICLES. ___________ 
Gaoss ANOUNT 

_____________ 
RAPE, 

C0NsuFIPTI0N. I 
OF 

TOTAX. IMFORPO. 
FIXED FOR THE VALUE 
(feaIcu1Etcd 

RECEIVED IN 
STERLING. 

AND WHEN 
IMPOSED. 

officiaLly) 

£ L £ 

23,723 I .............. Agrjcuitura implements. 

13,356 

............. 

................ .PJ::i a:d Soda. 

1,503 

............. 

.............................. Anchors. 

27,026 .............................. Apparel and Slops. 

Guns. 

lArms and Ammunition Gunpowder. 

Shot. 
J Percussion Caps. 

Arrowroot and Sago. 

Bags and Sacks. 

Bark. 

Baskets. 

Beche-le-Mer. 
3,967 3 10 2d.'gaU., 1855 

'Beer. 
4,453 0 9 1d.ga11.11855 

Bees Wax. 
Bellows, Smiths'. 

Blacking. 

Bitters. 

Blankets and Counterpanes. 
Boats. 

Bran. 

Bricks. 

Brushware. 

4,834 

11,251 

1,446 
271 

7,833 I.. 0) 

0 

8 
33,968 ,0 

2,320 HI 

1,796 
I, 
0 

174 0) 

128,088 

184,077 

35 
1,043 

2,779 

764 

5,709 
707 

4,216 

941 

1,838 

8,230 

50,025 I J 1_ . .... .... .... . ...... .......Butter and Cheese. 

Naccount given by the Customs. 



QUANTITIES III I'OIIPED. 

IN ESUTISS IN }'OP.EICN 
T AL. VESSELS. VESSELS. I 

1,302 10,349k cwt. 
335 

2,7334 2,767 

463 463 
3 . 74 bales 
203 203 
28: 406 

161 
1 1 
28 114 pkgs. 

2,, 
200 327 tons 

91 
826 11,568 
17 137 No. 

3,, 
18 754 pkgs. 
1: 183No. 
I 39 

1,, 
11898 I 3,608 barrels 

3,306 
60 86 
200; 300 

19 cwt. 
16 

0: 2:2:11I 1: 9:2: 7toos,& 
181:11:0:10 

0: 5:0: 0 i  0: 5:0: 0 
52:11:1: 0.140: 5:1: 0 

48:1:2:9 
28:16:1:24 
107: 3:2:15 

55:16:1: 3 65:14:0: 5 
40,717 208,905 lbs. 

59,257 
7,486 7,486 
300 300 
805 5,060 gals. 

100 
10,500 No. 
2,000 
1,627 cases 

106 190 
2 

108 108 
1 1,, 

185 
38 126 No. 
9 18 tons 

60 
1,406 

695 2,261 coils 
456 
1,357 
59 

2,052 6,152 
130 
510 

82 554 bags 
14 14 
211 

j 
1,828 pkgs. 
8 
26 

12 16 
24 108 
7I 7,, 

2,, 
16 

1 

426 3,040 
. 202 

392 
3 3,, 
200 203 
9 9,, 

4 
1,, 

9,047 

71 

378 
161 

86 
2 

127 
91 

10,742 
120 

736 
182 
39 
1 

1,710 
3,306 
36 
100 
19 
16 

1: 6:3:24 
181:11:0:10 

87:14:0: 0 
48: 1:2: 9 
28:16:1:24 
107: 3:2:15 
9:17:3: 2 
168,188 
69,257 

4,25.5 
100 

10,500 
2,000 
1,527 
84 
2 

9 

714 

1,406 
5 

1,666 
456 
1,357 
59 

4,100 
130 
610 
472 

1,617 
8 
26 
4 
84 

2 
16 
1 
1 
1 

2,614 
202 
392 

3 

4 
1 

IMPORTS- 

ARTICLES. 

Candles, Sperm 

Candlewick ...... 

Canvas.......... 

Carpeting........ 

Clay........................ 

Coals.......................... 

Carriages ...................{ 

Carriage materials .............. 

Carts, Drays, and Waggons.... 

Cement...................... 

Chocolate and Cocoa .......... 

Coffee ...................... 

Chic.ory .................... 

Cider ...................... 

Cocoanuts.................. 

Confections and Preserves 

Chain Cables ................. 

Copper......................-1 

Copper Ore .................. 

Cordage and Rope ............ 

Corks and Bungs ............ -

Cottons...................... 

Cutlery ................... 

Curiosities .................. 

Drugs and Medicines ........ 

COUNTRIES 

WilE NCE IM1'ORTED. 

Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies ............... 
Germany ........................ 
France .......................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
Great Britain .................... 
United States .................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
United States .................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Great Britain .................... 
United States .................... 
Great Britain ................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
South Sea Islands ................ 
Great Britain ................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Germany ........................ 
United States .................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Germany........................ 
Great Britain ....................I 
Australian Colonies .............. 
South Sea Islands ................ 
Manila .......................... 
British Possessions in India & China 
Suez and Aden.................... 
Ceylon ......................... 
Batavia .......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
Manila .......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
South Sea Islands ................ 
Ceylon.......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
British Possessions in India & China 
France .......................... 
United States .................... 
China............................ 
Great Britain .................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
South Sea Islands ................ 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
British Possessions in India & China 
United States .................... 
Manila ......................... 
Suez and Aden.................... 
Ceylon.......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
British Possessions in India & China 
Holland and Belgium ............. 
Great Britain ................... 
Germany ........................ 
Great Britain .................... 
South Sea Islands ................ 
British Possessions in India & China 
Manila .......................... 
Suez and Aclen ........... ......... 
Great Britain ................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
British Possessions in India & China 
Germany ........................ 
United States .................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
China............................ 
Suez and Aden.................... 



16,036 

2,192 

53 

9,263 

1,402 

1,531 

26,570 

1095 
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- Continued. 

QUANTITIES 

HOME 

ENTERED FOR  
VALUE IN STERLING. DUTY. I 

ARTICLES. OF 
AVaAGE PRICE 
FIZEII FOR THE VALUE GROSS AMOUNT RATE 

CONSUMPTION. TOTAL IMPORTs. (if calculated RCE 
S 
E IVED IN 
TERLINO. 

AND WHEN 
IMPOSED. ofitcially.) 

£ s. d. 
£ 

72,556 •) Candles, Sperm. 

7

1,865 

............................ 

Candlewick. 

Canvas. 

................................ 

,219 ................................ 

Carpeting. 
3,863 ................................ 

Clay. 174 ................................ 

Coals. 

Carriages. 
4,326 

Carriage materials. 

16,031 .................................. 

26,546 ................................. 

Carts, Drys, and Waggons. 

................................. 

10,887 .................................. 
Cement. 

296 J .............................. Chocolate and Cocoa. 

40,972 701 6 0 2d. per lb., 18551 Coffee. 

3,145 14 8 2d.perlb., 1855 Chicory. 

Cider. 

Cocoanuts. 

Confections and Preserves. 

Chain Cables. 

Copper. 

Copper Ore. 

44,813 I 

3,127 

67,358 

5,822 

190 

I ............I Cordage and Rope. 

Corks and Bungs. 

Cottons. 

Cutlery. 

I Curiosities. 

I 50,005 I Drugs and Medicines. 
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IMPORTS- 

QUANTITIES IMPORTED. 

ARTICLES. 
COUNTRIES 

WHENCE IMPORTEP. IN BRiTISH I IN FoarieN TOTAL. 
VESSElS. I VEssELS. I 

20 
2 

20 cases 
2 hales 

Great Britain ... ................. 4,254 1,110 5,364 crates 
87 87 

Dyewood .......................Great Britain ........................ 

13 52 65 
Australian Colonies .................. 

37  37 I Germany ............................ 

.... 

45  45 
3 3 

Dyes ...........................Great Britain ........................ 

Earthenware and China........ France .................................. 
United States ............................ 

175 
17 

6,295 6,470 No. 
17 cases. 

I, Holland and Belgium.................. 

Great Britain ........................ 
Australian Colonies ................... 

Fireworks 
3 

320 
3 
320 

Earthenware Pipes...............Great Britain ........................ 

300 300 
4,475 43 4,518 pkgs. 

....................United States ............................. 

416 416 

China ............................ 

300 306 606 
200 
1,234 

200 
1,234 hales. 

115 115 

Great Britain ...................... 
Australian Colonies .................. 

Fish, Dried ...................United States ........................ 

520 2,009 2,529 tüiis. 

Holland and Belgium ............. ..... 
I Great Britain ...................... 

962 1,026 1,988 

Flax and Hemp ............... Australian Colonies .................. 
f United States ........................ 

5 5 
65 

I Chili ................................ 

55 10 Flour and Bread.............. Holland and Belgimn.................... 
Great Britain ......................... 

5,993k 5,9931 Australian Colonies ................. 

( Great Britain ..................... 11,206 
1,184 12,390 cwt. 

Australian Colonies ............... 2,728 2,728 
386 386 Mauritius .............................. 

British Possessions in India & China 605 605 

Germany ..................................... 12 
600 

12 
600 

Chili ............................. 174 174 
I Batavia ........................... 40 40 

Fruit Holland and Belgium ..................100 78 78 

(Dried ..................United States ................................... 

Ceylon .......................... 100  

Bottled Britain ....................1,381 ................Great 
1,381 cases. 

[Green 
932 

......... 

932 pkgs. 
85 85 

r Great Britain ... ................. 2,142 376 2,518 

Australian Colonies .................... 

307 307 

................1 South Sea Islands ....................... 

11 11 
Australian Colonies .................... 

..... 

40 250 290 
South Sea Islands ....................... 
Germany ............................... 

42 
980 

42 
980 

Holland and Belgium............... 33 56 89 

L Suez and Aden 
75 
27 

75 
27 

United States ................................... 

China ............................. 

11 11 cases. 

Furniture................... France .......................................... 

...................... 

4,154 536 4,690 Furs Great Britain ........................ 
( Great Britain ..................... 

IWindow Australian Colonies ................ .............. 175 175 

........................... 

Holland and Belgium .............. 500 803 1,303 
8,178 694 3,872 pkgs. Great Britain ....................... 

...888 888 Australian Colonies ................. 
6 6 
9 9 

267 267 cases. 

Gl ass Ware ..................}Iolland and Belgium.......................... 
United States .....................93,318910 

9 9 11 

I Great Britain ........................ 

48 

........... 

19 67 casks. 
I, Looking ..............1 Holland and Belgium............................ 

Glue Great Britain .......................... ........................... 

Gold Australian Colonies ............... ........................... 
o, dwt. gr. 
93,318 9 10 

oz. dsvt. gr. 
93,318 9 10 

2,258 2,258 bushels. Great Britain ....................... 
243,433 243,433 Australian Colonies ................. 

(Wheat ................United States .................... 1,300 1,300 
Chili 

........... 

............. 

13,373 13,373 ...................................... 
fGreat Britain ..................... 6,215 

........ 

1,728 7,943 

Barley .............. Australian Colonies ...............1,260 
1,260 

( United States .....................1,522 1,522 
Great Britain ..................... 21,117 5,144 26,261 
Australian Colonies .............. 5,585 5,585 

Oats British Possessions in India & China .................. 3,950 3,950 
IGermany ........................ 8,929 8,929 ........ 

1,007 23,295 24,302 Graini I United States ...................... 
24 24 cwt. Great Britain ......................... 
928 928 

British Possessions in India & China 19, 714 19,714 
Australian Colonies ................... 

.................. 40 40 Rice Manila ............................ 
290 
. 

290 Holland and Belgium ............... 
China ........................... 1560 1,560 

L Penang ........................... 520 
2,335 

520 
2,335 bushels. Maize Australian Colonies ................... 

40 40 Rye .......................Great Britain .............................. 
..................... 

Great Biitain ..................... 831 16 847 pkgs. 

Grindery ..................... Australian Colonies .............. S 5 
United States .............................. 2 2 
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VALtE IN C 

OF F 
TOTAL IMPORTS. 

£ 

27 
50 

39,921 

1,120 

803 

12,799 

359 

228,925 

— Continued. 

QUANTITIES 

NNTERND FOR, 

IIOMN 

C0NsImIPTION. 

1 

r 

1. 

DUTY. 

AI'lTICLE. AVERAGE PRICE GRoss AouiT 
-. 

BATE, 
XEDFOISTIIEVALUEi r.cccIvEa IN ART WREN 
(II calculated STERLING. IMPOSLU. 
officially.)  

£ s. d. 

I........................... Dyes. 

I I 

H 
Earthenware and (Jhina. 

I ............. .............. Earthenware Pipes. 

Fireworks.  

Fish, Dried. 

I 

Flax and. Hemp. 

I I 

.............. 

........................... Flour and Dread. 

—I 54,435 

1,885 
1,174 

53.857 

214 

11,590 

32,832 

5,479 
695 

332,274 

102,652 

3,351 

23,400 

5,843 

916 
60 

5,247  

(Dried. 

it 

Bottled. 
1.. Green. 

niture. 

I Window. 

l5S < Ware. 

Looking. 

{ Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 
am 

Rice. 

Maize. 
Rye. 

indery. 



IMPORTS- 

QUANTITIES IMPORTED. 
COUNTRIES. 

-- . -  ARTICLES. 
WHENCE IMPORTED. IN BIUTISO IN }'OREIGN. 

TOTAL. VESSELS. VESSELS. 

( Australian Colonies ............... 11,868 
South Sea Islands ................ 8ii........ ( Suez and Aden .................. 

Gum .......................... 

Peru ............................. 710 Guano......................... 
Great Britain ..................... 643 S7 

Haberdashery ................ 
I 

43 Australian Colonies .................... 
7 Suez and Aden ......................... 

I Great Britain ..................... 30,768 i 6,258 
I Australian Colonies ............... 1.793 ......... 
South Sea Islands ................ J 19 

Hardware and Ironmongery.. ....... .26 Germany ......................... . .  
France.......................... . .. .7 
United States .................... ..... 

..... 
2,356 7 9.47 

..... 

Holland and Belgium .............. .......... 3 
I Suez and Aden 

1,39 
Australian Colonies .............. 

Hats, Caps, and Bonnets ...... 

r Great Britain ..................... 
I British Possessions in India & China 
France .......................... 

6 United States ...................... 
lChili ............................ 

Hatters' Materials................ Great Britain .................... 
Hay and Straw ................ 90 
Hosey.........................Great 

A.ustralian Colonies .................. 
Britain .................... 

Great Britain ..................... 1,39 
Australian Colonies ............... 17t Hops ........................ Germany ................................. 

Horse Hair ...................... 
United States ............................ 

lit Great Britain ..................... 
Great Britain ..................... 321 

Hosiery and Gloves ............. Australian Colonies 33 
Germany ................................. 
Suez and Aden .................... 22 

Hoofs, Horns, and Bones .......... 47 South Sea Islands .................. 
Australian Colonies ................ as Ice ............................ 

I 251 Great Britain ..................... 
Australian Colonies ............... 12 

Musical ........ Germany ................................. 
IFrance ................................... 
1 Holland and Belgium............... 3 
( Great Britain ..................... 70 

Instruments Sc ientific ) Australian Colonies ............... 15 
Germany ................................. 
Suez and Aden ................... 1 

I i Surgical ........ I Great Britain ..................... 38 
1. Australian Colonies ............... 1 
(j Great Britain .................... 9,073 

Iron and Steel ................ ..Australian Colonies ..............I 123 
South Sea Islands ................. 
I Great Britain 

4 
..................... 

Australian Colonies ............... 
72 
7 

Jewellery ...................... Germany ......................... 
Holland and Belgium .............. 

....... 

Suez and Aden ........................... 
Ceylon ......................... i 6 

Lackereciware ................... China............................. 5 

Lard I Great Britain ..................... 41 ........................ 1 South Sea Islands .................92 
Lead ........................... Great Britain .................... 1,199 

r I Great Britain ..................... ljnmanufactured lj Australian Colonies ............... 
59 
3 

Leather - I Great Britain .................... 
I Australian Colonies .............. 

13,091 
637 

(Manufactured ...... Germany ................................ . 
France .................................. 
Holland and Belgium....................... 
(! Great Britain ..................... 12 Lime ........................ - Australian Colonies .............. 273 ( South Sea Islands ................. 100 

Lime Juice ..................... South Sea Islands ................. 300 
(I Great Britain ..................... 17,079 
Australian Colonies ..............i 1,457 
South Sea Islands ................. 20 Linens ...................... < Germany ........................ 6 
United States ....................I Suez and Aden ................... 51 
Ceylon ..........................1 3 
Great Britain .... .......... ...... I IHorses ........... Australian Colonies ............... .19 
Ceylon ...........................1 
Great Britain ..................... 

. 
6 Live Stock . Horned Cattle .. Australian Colonies ..............i 2 

Mauritius ........................ 3 
5 Great Britain ..................... 48 I. Sh sep .... ........ Australian Colonies ............... 17 

11,868 bags. 
&4 tons 

710 tons 
730 pkgs. 
43 
7 

37,02e 
1,793 
19 
26 
7 

11,833 
,) 
5,, 

1,624 cases 
65 
36 
9,, 
61 
4 ,, 
68 pkgs. 
903 tons 
7 pkgs. 

1,802 pockets 
178 
10 
237 
223 cwt. 
373 pkgs. 
33 
12 
22 
47 No. 
38 cases 
323 pkgs. 
12 
12 
1,, 
10 
71 
15 
5 
1,, 
39 
1 

10,174 tons 
123 
4,, 
77 cases 
7,, 
4 

17 
6,, 
5 
41 cwt. 
92 

1,507 rolls. 
63 pkgs. 
3 ', 

15,485 
637 
10 
6,, 
1,, 
12barrels. 
273 
100 
300 gallons 

18,614 pkgs. 
1,457 
20 
38 
22 
51 
3 
10 No. 
19 
1,, 
47 
2,, 
3,, 
58 
37 

227 

17 

408 

10 
237 

45 

12 

72 

12 
1 
7 
1 

5 

1 

1,101 

5I 

1 
17 

4' 

2,394 I 

10 
6 
1 

1,535 

32 
21 
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- Continued. 

QUANTITIES 

ENTEP.ED TOM 

VALUE IN STEI1LING. DUTY. 

ARTICLES. AVERAGE PRieR GROSS AMOUNT RATS 
HOME 

CONSUMPTION. TOTAL IMPORTS. 
Or FIXEDVORTIIEVALUE 

(if caiculuted 
RECEIVED IN 
T E C 

- A,SWIIL 

officiI1y.) - 
£ £ s.d. 
10,049 I ....... ..... ............... Gum. 

4,810 I ............................ Guano. 

} 
50,315 ................ Haberdashery. ............... 

307,130  Hardware and Ironmongery. 

71,600 - Hats, Caps, and Bonnets. 

1,836  
Hatters' Materials. 
Hay and Straw. 

. . . . . . . . .  

Honey. 

Hops. 

3,398  

10,102 . . . . . ............. 
. . . . . . . . .  

. . . . .  

Horse Hair. 

3,975  

40 . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 3, 3 1 1 .............. 

. .  

Hosiery and Gloves. 

1  
Hoofs, Horns, and Bones. 
Ice. 

} 

17,7

178 

24 

. . . . . . .  

1 

[Musical. 

.Instruments I ScientifiG  
6,486  

. . . . . . . .  

............ 

ti 

. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  

} .  1,564 
Itz 

. . . . . . . .  

Iron and Steel. 
156,532 .. 

.. . . .  

J t  Surgical. 

43,048 .. e w e 1l e r y. 

200 . Lackeredware. 

lnmanufactu r ed. 

} 238 . L a r d .  

} 
13,201 .  Lead. 

4444 

..

.......... 

..

....

..

..........

I 

Leather 

.  .  

 

393,802 

. 

.... 

mManufactured. 

826 

....... 

. . 

50 
Lime Juice. 

Horses. 

824,331 

.

. .

.... 

Linens. 

2,229 ............ 

Stock Horned Cattle. Live 
5,325 

. 
I............................. 

tsheep. 

} 1,540 



IMPORTS- 

QrANTITIES IMPORTED. 

IN BRITISH IN FOREIGN 
YESSOLS. VESSELS. TOTAL. 

642 155 
85 
3 
89 182 

10 
28 

3,680 302 
142 
88 131 
20 

1,328 
171 59 
1 

25,655 11,145 
177 15 

16 
19 

8,015 
84 36 
50 
S 
70 
80 

38 
608 
14 
345 56 
19 

1 
7 

3:17:1:18 16:1: 4 
10: 0:0: 0 ..... 

4:0:. 0 
955: 9:2:241 7: 6:2:20 
209:14:1: S 49:11:3: 1 
68: 0:3:10 
12,134 

........ 
2,164 

829 

10 
9 
140 

1 ......... 

407 
34 
722 
200 

2,075 
3,099 524 
637 

703 
384 524 
40 

1,566 
69 
366 
105 
120 
59 

29,498 4,697 
1,580 
10 

2,065 
294 
3,390 
59 

31 ........ 
30 
245 99 
4 

32,763 7,710 
2,303 
159 

563 
422 
12 

81 318 
30 
213 
1771
7 

151 
2,032 
579 177 
764 
12 

797 cases 
85 
C, 

271 
10 
28 

31982 pkgs. 
142 
219 
20 

1,328 
230 

36,800 bushelt 
192 eases 
16 
19 

8,015 
120 bales. 
50 
8 
70 
80 
38 
608 
14 
401 pkgs. 
19 

7,, 
4:13:2:22 tons,&c. 
10: 0:0: 0 
4:0: 0 

962:16:1:16 
259: 6:0: 9 
69: 0:3:10 
14,298 kegs. 
829 
1 
10 
9,, 
140 bales. 
407 
34 
722 No. 
200 
2,075 
3,623 barrels. 
637 
703 
908 
40 
3,566 gallons. 
69 tuns. 
366 
105 
120 
59 

34,195 gallons. 
1,580 
10 

2,065 
294 cases. 
3,390 gallons. 
59 tuns. 
473k 
31k,, 
30 
344 pkgs. 
4 

40,473 
2,303 
159 
563 
422 
12 
399 
10 
213 tons. 
3281 lbs. 
2,032 
756 kegs. 
764 
12 

24 

AI1T1CLS. 

WhENCE IMPORTED. 

Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies ............. 
South Sea Islands ............... 

Lucifer Matches ...............Germany ........................ 
I United states ................... 
, Holland and Belgium .............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Au fVarious  ...... stralian Colonies .............. 

... United States .................... 
South Sea Islands ................ Machinery 

for Mills.. Great Britain .................... 
Lfor WeighingGreat Britain .................... 

Australian Colonies .............. 
Malt ........................... ..Great Britain .................... 

Great Britain .................... 
Germany ........................ 

Maible ........................France ......................... 
Holland and Belgium 

rl Great Britain ................... 
Australian Colonies ............... 
South Sea islands ................ 
I Mats and Ru ritish Possessions in India & Chgs ................. B ina 
Manila .......................... 
United States .................... 
China............................ 

ICeylon .......................... 
Great Britain .................... 

I Millinery .................... Australian Colonies .............. 
..France .......................... 
Suez and Aden .................. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 

Molasses South Sea Islands ................ .................... 
Manila .......................... 

I Mauritiug ....................... 
j British Possessions in India & Chin

.
a 

Great Britain .................... 
I Iron ............ Australian Colonies 

l ails 
.............. 

...Germany ........................ 
Holland and Belgium.............. 

Copper ..............Great Britain .................... 
Great Britain .................... 

Oakum ........................Australian Colonies ............. 
British Possessions in India & China 
( Great Britain .................. Oars ......................... Australian Colonies .............. 
t United States .................... 
Great Britain .................... Oatmeal and I'earl Barley Australian Colonies .............. 
Holland and Belgium.............. 

Oatmeal and Groats ..........{ 

Great Britain .................... 
ISPerm ..................South Sea Islands ................ 

Fisheries ......................  
Australian Colonies ............. 

Black ..................South Sea Islands ................ 
Fisheries ....................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. Oil . . Luiseed ............. 
South Sea Islands ................ 
Holland and Belgium.............. 

Olive ...................Spain and Portugal................ 
Rape ...................Great Britain .................... 
I I Australian Colonies .............. 
Cocoanut ..............South Sea Islands ................ 
I.. Fisheries ......................... 

British Possessions in India & China 
01 Cl ti 5 Great Britain .. .................. 0 1 

......................Australian Colonies ............. 
C Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Itritisi, Possessions in India & China 

Oilmen's Stores .............. Germany ........................ 
France .....................  
Spain and Portugal .............. 
Holland and Belgium ............. 

I.. Penaug .................... 
Onions ......................... .Australia,1  Colonies .............. 
O P.m.m 5 Great Britain .................... 

......................1 Australian Colonies .............. 
Great Britain .................... 

Paints ........................Australian Colonies .............. 
I Holland and Belgium.............. 



uUANTJTIES VALIE IN ST}RIIj1, 
ENTERED FOR - 

ONE AVERAGE "RICE 

CONSUMPTION 
Or 

TOTAL IMPORTS. 
FIXEDFORTUEVALC 
I (if calculated 

officially.) 

14729  

62,921  

5,050  

2,044  

19,021 

2,162  

2,979  

27,750  

26,016  
I, 

S 
193 

1,060  
71 

-a 
0 

1,482  'I 

-a 
.8,226  

1,380  

34,722  

13,169  

10,536 

120  
670 

15,390 

• 6,295 

100,429  

1,882 

1,405 

.. 4,314 
J L 

1101 
25 

Continued. 

DUTY. 

GRoss AMOUNT nATE, E 
RECEIVED IN AND WHEN 
STERLING. IMPOSED. 

£ s. c1. 

AItTICLSIS. 

Lucifer Matches. 

'Various  

Machinery  for Mills. 

for Weighing. 

Malt. 

Marble. 

Mats and Rugs. 

Millinery. 

865 7 3 3/4%l cwt., 1855. Molasses, 

Iron.  

Nails 

Copper. 

Oakum. 

Oars. 

Oatmeal and Pearl Barley. 

I............... 

Oatmeal and Groats. 

1 

f Sperm. 

1Black. 

'Oil Lirteed. 

I Olive. 
Rape.  

J (0ocoanut. 

I.............. Oil Cloth. 

Oilmen's Stores. 

Onions.  

164 5 0 lOs. lb., 1857. Opium. 

Paints. 



781 
213 
55 
14 
542 
407 

213 
107 

815 
60 
30 
229 
3 
15 

6 
9 
678 
104 
1 

6,292 
171 

114 
11 

4 
1,148 
1,805 

250 
140 
198 
68 
25 

1 
26 
7 
6 
1 
102 
2 
4 

1,168 
11 
267 
792 
256 
1,516 

1,229 
1,885 

4 

12 
12 
876 

25 
1,000 
1,222 
3,175 
100 
1,042 
15 
1 

6,301i 
1,763 

45 
1,020 
165 

247 
38 

128 

20 
57 

244 

2 
13 

140 

2,382 

571 
22 

6 
1 
ijol  

301 
212 
380 

30 

106 

71 

190 
69 

100 

780 

120 
90 
575 
393 

27 
237 

36 
31 

173 

183 
950 
5 
118 

3 
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IMPORTS- 

QUANTITIES IMPORTED. 

ATTICLES. 

COUNTRIES 

WUENCE IMPOBTEP. TN BRITISH IN FoREIGN 
VESSELS. VESSELS. 

ToTAL. 

ainters' Colors................ 

aper Hangins .............. 

?eas, Split .................. 

I 

E'epper and Spices ............ 

I- 
I 

Perfumery.................. 

I.. 

Pickles and Sauces .......... 

Pipes, Tobacco .............. 

Pictures and Paintings ........ 

I 

Pitch, Tar, and Resin ........ 

I- 

Plants and Seeds ............ 

Plate, Silver.................. 

Plated Ware ................ 

Potatoes and Yams ..........{ 

Printing Materials .............. 
Printing Presses ................ 

1Beef, Salt 

Pork........ 

Provisions 
Bacon ......... 

Hams........ 

tTongues ....... 
Preserved Meats............... 
Preserved Vegetables ......... 
Quicksilver ................... 

Rattans and Canes............ 

Saddlery and Harness ........ 

Salt........................ 

Saltpetre .................... 

Ship Chandlery .............. 

reat Britain .................... 
llreat Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Flolland and Belgium.............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Germany ........................ 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Mauritius........................ 
British Possessions in India & China 
Batavia .......................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Germany ........................ 
United States .................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
Suez and Aden .................. 
Ceylon.......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Penang .......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies ..............I  
Holland and Belgium ............ 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Germany ........................ 
France .......................... 
Suez and Aden .................. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Germany ........................ 
United States .................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
Norway and Sweden .............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
British Possessions in India & China 
Germany ........................ 
Suez and Aden .................. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Suez and Aden ................. 
Ceylon .......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Suez and Aden .................. 
Australian Colonies .............. 
United States ................... 
Great Britain .................. 
Great Britain ................... 
Great Britain ................... 
Australian Colonies ............. 
Great Britain ................... 
Australian Colonies ............. 
Germany ....................... 
Holland and Belgium............. 
Great Britain ................... 
Great Britain ................... 
Australian Colonies ............. 
South Sea Islands ............... 
Germany ....................... 
United States ................... 
Holland and Belgium ............. 
Great Britain ................... 
Great Britain ................... 
France ........................ 
Australian Colonies ............. 
Australian Colonies ............. 
British Possessions in India & Chin 
Batavia ......................... 
Penang ......................... 
Great Britain .................. 
Australian Colonies ............ 
British Possessions in India & Chin 
Great Britain .................. 
Australian Colonies ............ 
Germany ...................... 
Holland and Belgium. ........... 
Great Britain .................. 
Great Britain .................. 
Australian Colonies ............ 
Holland and Belgium............ 

1,028 kegs. 
251 cases. 
55 
14 
670 barrels. 
407 
20 
270 pkgs. 
107 
2 
815 
60 
30 
473 cases. 
3 
15 
9 

13 
6,, 
9 
818 
104 
1,, 

8,674 
171 
.571 
136 cases 
11 
6 
1,, 
4,, 

1,258 barrels 
1,805 
301 
212 
630 
140 
228 pkgs. 
68 
25 
106 
1 
26 cases 
7 
6 
1,, 
173 
2 
4 'I 

3,6511 tons. 
190 
1,237 pkgs 
11 No. 
367 cwt. 
792 
1,036 
1,5161 
120 
90 

1,804 
2,278 
38 
4 
27 
237 
86 
12 
912 cases 
31 
25 bottles 

1,000 No. 
1,222 
3,175 
100 
1,215 pkgs. 
15 
1,, 

7,828 tons 
1,763 
183 
950 
50 

1,138 pkgs. 
165 
3 
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- Continued. 

QUANTITIES 

ENTERED FOE 

TI0MT 

-VALUE IN STERLING. rnjpy. 

ARTICLES. 
Or FI5D FOR THE VALUE 

Gnoss AMOUNT RATE 

CONSuiePTION. TOTAL LMPORTS. (if calculated RECEIVED IN AND WHEN 

£ 
3,916 Pajuters' Colors. 

6,517 Paper Hangings. 

1,479 

............................ 

Peas, Split. 

.... 

3,323 Pepper and Spices. 

1 7,351  

................................ 

................................ 

Porfumery. 

J 

1,359 

................................. 

Pickles and Sauces. 

6,312 Pipes, Tobacco. 

5,315 Pictures and Paintings. 

5,052 Pitch, Tar, and Resin. 

3 

..................................... 

2,709 

. . . . . . ............. 

. .................................... 

..................................... 

Plants and Seeds. 

.................................... 

4,132 .. 
-0) 

................. 

Plate, Silver. 

10,124 Plated Ware. 

}

3 

..................................... 

26,984 Potatoes and Yams. 

4,076 

............................... 

Printing Materials. 
140 Printing Presses. 

} 
1,817 

.................................. 

Beef, Salt. 

6,068 

................................. 

Pork. 

1 
8,387 ............... 

................................. 

................................. 

' Provisions Bacon. 

13,386 

................ 

Hams. 

j 
30 J Tongues. .............. 

... Preserved Meats. 
. Preserved Vegetables. 
Quicksilver. 

419 

4,178 ................. 
110 ................. 

................. 
............ 
............. 
.............. 

. Rattans and Canes. 

J 47,026 

875 ................. 

................. .............. 

Saddlery and Harness. 

38,809 

............................... 

. Salt. 

................ 
189 ................ 

............. 

.... ......... Saltpetre. 

} 
9,183 J I ........................... 

. 

Ship Chandlery. 
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IMPORTS- 

ARTICLES. 
COUNTRIES 

QL-NTITLES IMPORTED. 

WITENCIt IMPORTED. IN BIUTISH IN }'oaEiez ,.. TAX.. 
VESSELS. VESSELS. 

30 Great Britain 499 529 No. 
Shooks and Staves ............ .. Australian Colonies ............... 33,319 33,319 

7,243 7,243 
f 92 5 97 pkgs. 

42 42 
2 2 

s•ii- I 1 S ........................ 

Great Britain ........................ 

British Possessions in India & China 1 1 

Australian Colonies .................. 

3 3 

South Sea Islands ..................... 

8  8 

United States ............................ 

Holland and Belgium ............... ......... 1 1 
21 21 

11 1 1 orne a e .. 

Ger many ................................. 

Australian Colonies .............. 2,741 No. 
'( I 180 180 

iflS 

Suez and Aden ...................... 

8 

..... 

8 cases 

I Sheep and Goat j 

South Sea Islands .................... 
Australian Colonies ................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 

...2,741 

7,337 7,337 No. 
100 100 
5 6 11 cases 

1,186,374 263,700 1,450,074 No. 

Slates Australian Colonies .................. 46,830 

... 

46,830 

South Sea Islands ................... 
Great Britain ........................ 

Germany 60,720  60,720 

Great Britain ..................... 

59,456 59,456 

( 2,836k 423 3,259 cwt. Great Britain ......................... 
196 1964 

I Kangaroo ........... 

Fiance ................................... 

Australian Colonies .................... 
42 424 
3644 3644 

(.Pig and Calf .......... 

Holland and Belgium......................... 

Manila ............................ 50 50 

Soda and Seltzer Waters 1 

Germany ..................................... 

Great Britain .................... 223 , 

. . . . . .  

62 285 cases 
...... 1e8 158 

Soap ........................... 

Specimens of Natural History.. { 

.................................... 

:: :; :: :::: :::: 
I 176,1O0- 55,779 231,880 galls. 

United States ................................. 

Great Britain ..................... 
34,731 3,402A 38,133* Australian Colonies ............... 

Mauritius ......................... 2,622% 
I Brandy ........... 

Holland and Belgium............................ 

Suez and Aden 94 
214 1l,S74 12,088- Germany .......................... 

2,6221i.......... 

13,013 13,013il 
1.. France .......................... 6,610 6,610% 
Great Britain ... ................. 283,738% 72,429 356,167 

Holland and Belgium..................... 

Australian Colonies .............. 15,822k 15,822H 
2,520 2,520 

British Possessiotis in India & China 14,677 7,265 21,942 
Rum .............. 

.. 

5,809 

.. 

749 6,558 

Mauritius ...... .................... 

Great Britain ... ................. 

....... 

108,994 64,374 173,368 

Geneva 

Batavia ............................ 

412J52 
.. 

.... 412 Australian Colonies .................. 
Holland and Belgium.................. 4,394, 4,394k 

68, 68', 
Spirits Great Britain ..................... 34,283A 

........ 

8,292 42,575 
Germany ..................................... 

Australian Colonies .............. 6,095 
Holland and Belgium .............. 3,333 3,333 

38,904- 12,346 51,250- 
Australian Colonies .............. ....2,705- 

6,095P........ 

2,7051 
390 390 

721 101 823 

Perfumed 

Holland and Belgium........................... 

2$ 2 ,1352 

Whiskey............ 

Holland and Belgium 
3 
2 

 

... 

92 

Great Britain ....................... 
........ 

94 

Gin ................ 

I 

Great Britain ........................ 
Australian Colonies ................... 

53511 
305 305 

Liqueurs & Cordials < 

Germany .............................. 

Oft 

9-............ 

95 102- 

Great Britain ........................ 
Australian Colonies .................. 

Holland and Belgium .............. 13 

535- .......... 

4861 499371  

United States ........................... 
...... 

12811 128 26 
l 
France ....................................... 

10 10 kgs. 

Starch and Blue .............. 
Great Britain ... ................. 2,253 987 3,240 

446 446 

South Sea Islands ..................... 

IGreat 1,011 158 1,169 
Australian Colonies .................. 

.... 

137 137 

(Books ' 

Britain ........................ 
Australian Colonies ................... 

2 2 Germany ........................................ United States 
.................................... 7 7 

I Suez and Aden ................... 208 208 
I. 50 50 
I 
Ceylon ............................... 

.2 682 3,203 
Stationery . 

Great Britain .......................,521 
200 200 

Paner 22 22 
. 4  4 

Australian Colonies ................... 

Holland and Belgium .............. ......... 38 38 
I 

Germany ...................................... 
United States ................................... 

63 
...... 

63 
tMaris ç 

Suez and Aden ..................... 
16 16 Great Britain ....................... 
7 7 

Mill f 
Australian Colonies ................. 
Great Britain ..................... 102 4 106 No. 
1 United States 2 2 

Sbones Grind ................. 

~Flag 
549 

..............

468 1,017 
J Great Britain ....................4,471 4,471 
Great Britain ....................... 

175 175 
................ Australian  Colonies ............... 
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YonUnued. 

QUANTITIES 

ENTERED FOR 

110310 

CONsUMErIoN. 

VALUE IN 

OF 
TOTAL IMPORTS. 

£ 

STERLING. 

AvERAnE P 
FIXED FOR THE 
(it cakuta 
officiaRy 

1,084 

25,794 

3,0-10 

490 

1,668 

'840 

18,251 

6,903 

879 

515 

207,963 

H 

DUTY. 

RICE I GROSS AMOUNT 1 RATE 
ARTICLES. 

VALUE RECEIVED IN AND WHEN 
ted STS.RLINO. IMPOSED. 

£ S. d. 

Shooks and Staves. 

Silks. 

' fHorned Cattle. 

Kangaroo. Skins .... 
Sheep and Goat. 

J Pig and Calf. 

Slates. 

Soap. 

Soda and Seltzer Waters. 

Specimens of Natural History. 

773 19 5 10s.gal1., 1853 

1 

[Brandy. 

127,095 

0,842 

13,412 

21,884 

2,036 

98 0 0 7s.,,,, I 

1,342 3 11 lOs.,,,, 

18418 7 7s.,,,, 

325 0 0 l Os.,,,, 

185 711 7s.,,,, 

Spirits.. .. 

Rum. 

Geneva. 

Whiskey. 

Gin. 

Perfumed. 

1,265 

6,415 

41,951 

5113 Liqueurs & 

Starch and Blue. 

1 IBooks. 

53,138 

781 

1,646 

610 

2,164 

- Stationery. 
(Paper. 

J tMaps. 

Mill. 

Stones.. Grind. 

~Flag. 



I Australian Colonies ............. 
IManila ........................... 
Mauritius ........................ 

I IJnrefined ........... British Possessions in India & China 
South Sea Islands ................ 
Batavia .......................... 
Cluna............................ 
Suez and Aden.................... 
f Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies............... 
Mauritius ........................ 

lRefined ............ Holland and Belgium.............. 
Biitish Possessions in India & China 
China.......................... 
lBatavia .......................... 
I Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
South Sea Islands ................ Sundries .................... 

' States .................. 
Holland and Belgium .............. 

( Suez and Aden................... 
Australian Colonies ............. 

Tallow .......................Holland and Belgium .............. 
Tarpawlings ...................Great Britain .................... 

Sugar 

j" 

8:14:0;27 S:14:0:27tous,& 
2,239:12:2: 9 

.......... 
9 

2,568:18:3: 7 5,169: 7:2: 6 
................2,239:13:2: 

7,738: 6:1:23 
21267: 3:1:16: 638:15:0:24 2,905:15:0:12 

. 

,502: 10:0:26 221: 4:2: 6 1,281: 5:2:20 
0:15:0: 0 0:15:0:0 

252: 2:0:22 
223:12:2:261 

. 
223:12:2:26 

211: 1:0:11 

252: 2:0:22.......... 
........ 

11: 1:0:11 
35:10:1: 91 

......... 

35:10:1: 9 
5: 0:0: 0 

......... 

........ 5: 
177:16:3:16 ........177:16:3:16 

... 0:0: 0 

. 
4:13:0:0 4:13:0: 0 

71:13:0:24: ........ 71:13:0:24 
1:15:3: 2..........1:15:3: 2 

118: 3:2:251 ......... 
.. 
118: 3:2:25 

304 63 367 pkgs. 
47' 47,, 
16 16,, 

2 2,, 
41 41 

12 12 
206 206 ewt. 

10 10 
101 6 107 pkgs. 
474 I 168 642 lbs. 

311,684 ......... ! 311,684 
60 60 

203,410 126,650 

11,402,437 

330,060 
I  337,337 337,337 

1,046,944 355,493 
29,500 , 29,500 feet 
66,800 

......... 
25,062 91,862 

6,737 ......... I 6,737 
! 19,008 19,008 

135,143 1,540,572 1.675,715 
3,850 I 3,850 
237,000 237,000 

181,495 ......... 181,495 No. 
.4,447 I  160,000 164,447 
8,000 8,000 
384,564.... ...... 384,564 feet 
3,978,570 ....... .. 3,978,570 No. 
178,140.........178,140 

247 247 
746,981 ..........746,981 
346 346 tons 

93,013 93,013 feet 
2,795,034 I  
8,332 

.........2,795,034 
8,332 

I 2,386,469 2,386,469 
1 
2, 
 000 12,000 
7,000....... 7,000 
2,843 

.. 
517 4,360 boxes 

1721 172 
977 977 pkgs. 

8941 6 900 
180 180 

63,411 63,411 lbs. 
331,506 331,506 .......... 

451 342 793 
203 .......... 203,, I 284,839 284,839 
35 35,, 

453 453 
1,942 .........i 1,942 
3,530 1,364 2 4,891 
10,797 .........I 10,797 
120F 120,, 

131 13 
90 .........I 90,, 

40,743 39,524j8e  80,267f 
146: 146 
2,979 ..... 2,979 

1,138 1,138 
676 676 
206 206 

448 448 
2,993 2,993 

8,, 
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IMPORTS- 

Tea 

Timbei 

Tobacec 

I Great Britain 
I Australian Colonies .............. 
South Sea Islands ................ 
British Possessions in India & China 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
. Chin"........................... 
Aiisti,.sn Colonies .............. 

I Great Britain .................... 
(Cedar ................. 

Australian Colonies .............. 
Deals Germany ........................ ................ United States .................... 

Holland and Belgium ...............  
L, Norway and Sweden .............. 
Australian Colonies .............. Battens ............... 

Spars ................. United States .................... 
iflC 5 Great Britain .................... 

I .............. 
1 Australian Colonies .............. 

Shingles ............... Australian Colonies .............. 
Laths United States .................... .............. 1 Holland and Blginm.............. 

Australian Colonies .............. Palings ............... 
South Sea Islands ................ Sandalwood ........... 
I Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
I British lAll other ............ Possessions in India & China 
United States .................... 
Batavia .......................... 
Penang.......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Holland and Belgium.............. 

e 5 Great Britain .................... .................... 
1 Australian Colonies .............. 
I Great Britain ................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
South Sea Islands ................ 

(Fig and • Caventhsh.. Mauritius ....................... 
United States .................... 
Manila.......................... 
Chili............................ 
U Suez and Aden .................... 

Leaf................ I Australian Colonies .............. 
I Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
South Sea Islands ................ Cigars ............Holland and Belgium .............. 
Mauritius ......................... 
Manila.......................... 
U Suez andAden.................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
United States ................... ................... Germany I  
Holland and Belgium.............. 
( Austrlirn, (in1n,, 

Tortoise Shell .................South Sea Islands ................ 
Fisheries ........................ 

30 

ARTICLES. 
COUNTRIES 

WIlE NCR IMPORTEI 

IJ Great Britain 

Tin 

Tinwar 
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- Continued. 

QUANTITIES VALUE IN 

ENTEISED FOR  

HOME 
F  

STERLING. DUTY. 

AVERAGE PRICE 
Gisoss AMOUNT RATE, 

CONSUMPTION. TOTAL IMPORTS. (if calculated RECEIVED IN sm 
officially.) STERLING. IMPOSED. -- 

I  £ s.d.I 
I 

I £ 

' 

I  

(I .......... 68,131 I I I 13.272 1 I co.+ io'k 

ARTICLES. 

25,110 

- - 

r "' 

1Sugar .. 

412 3 10 6s.  8d. ,  J (Refined. 

.1 

7,547 

} 452 
1,494 

I 
173,406 

I 560 
'1 

F 50,200 

J 
1,892 
1,685 

} 5,793 

7,068 
1,739 

3,584 
- 5,970 

I............

330,651  

} 

. 

10,756 

2,054 

 

470113 93d lb 1855 

Sundries. 

Tallow. 

Tarpawlings. 

Tea. 

 

ICedar. 

Deals. 

Battens. 
Spars. 

Timber Pine. 
Shingles. 
Laths. 

Palings. 
I Sandalwood. 

All other. 

Tin. 

Tinware. 

I. 
41,579 

29,6:: 

996 

ii 
2,967 

153 6 0 2s. lb., 1855 

189 11 10 13s. lb., 1855 

12 6 0 2s. lb., 1855  

Fig and Cavendish. 

Leaf. 

Tobacco 

Cigars. 

Snuff. 

Tortoise Shell. 
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IMPORTS- 

QUANTITIES IMPORTED. 

JN Biurisi! Is FozEIGS TOTAL. 
VzSSatS. VESSELS. 

11 

Toys........................ 

Turpentine and Varnish ...... 

Turnery and Woodware ...... 

Twine and Thread ............ 

Umbrellas and Parasols ......{ 

Vinegar ....................[ 

Watches and Clocks .......... 

Whalebone ..................{ 

Whiting and Chalk ..........{ 
Wire .......................... 

1 
Wine ........................ 

I- 

Wool 

Woolpacks and Bagging ......{ 
Wool-lashing .................. 

Woollens .................... 

Metal................ 
Yellow Nails ............... 
Zinc ........................ 

COUNTRIES 

WhENCE LMUORTED. 

reat Britain .................... 
ustralian Colonies .............. 
British Possessions in India & China 
ermany ........................ 
Eiolland and Belgium.............. 
suez and Aden.................... 
Great Britain .................... 
British Possessions in India & China 
Germany ........................ 
United States .................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
British Possessions in India & China 
Germany ....................... 
United States .................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
British Possessions in India & Chinr 
France.......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
China............................ 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Germany ........................ 
United States .................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Germany ........................ 
France .......................... 
United States .................... 
Suez and Aden.................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Fisheries ........................ 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Mauritius ........................ 
Spain and Portugal................ 
Germany ........................ 
France .......................... 
United States .................... 
Holland and Belgium ............. 
South Sea Islands ................ 
Suez and Aden.................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
South Sea Islands ................ 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Great Britain .................... 
Australian Colonies .............. 
Germany ........................ 
Great Britain .................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Holland and Belgium.............. 

88 

22 
32 

5,350 

100 
304 
132 
68 

29 

68 

2 
2 

11,161 

28 
400 
77 

7 
3 
134 

355 

48,647 
1,564 
51 

86,233 
6,242 
1,587136  
20 
516 

2 

43 

1 
128 
34 

35 

893 pkgs. 
55 
1 
22 
32 
3 

14,180 gallons 
1,500 
100 
304 
132 
1,045 pkgs. 
2,512 
50 
29 
3,924 
446 bales 
2 
60 
2,, 
43 pkgs. 
4,'  

44,689 
228 
4,400 
28 
400 
173 cases 
7 
7 
3 
134 
6,, 
36 cwt. 
8,, 
733 pkgs. 
522 
1,090 
263,291 gallons 
33,595 
297 
43,811 
6,242?* 
1,587.13 

 

516 
6 
837 
2 pkgs. 

659,443 lbs. 
2,126 
296 bales 
5 
444 
738 
8 
1 
454 pkgs. 
89 kegs 
988 cwt. 
35 

305 
no 
1 

3 
8,830 
1,500 

977 
2,512 
50 

3,924 
378 
2 
60 

41 
4 

83,528 
228 
4,400 

96 
7 

6 
36 
8 
378 
522 
1,090 
214,644 
32,031 
246 
7,578 

2,003 

6 
837 

659,443 
2,128 
296 
5 
444 
695 
8 

326 
55 
988 
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- Coninucd. 

QUANTITIES VALUE IN STERLING. DUTY. 

ENTERED FOIl 
ARTiCLE. AVERA.IE PRICE GROSS AMOUNT RATE, HOER 

CONsVsIPTION. 

OF 
TOTAL IMPORTS. 

FJXERPORTI1EVALUE 
(if calculated 

RECEIVED IN A NDRSIEN 

£ 
£ S. d. 

12,964 Toys. 

Turpentine and Varnish. 

12,285 

5,63 ...................... 

Turnery and Woodwarc. 

7,995 Twine and Thretul.. 

Umbrellas and Parasols. 

5,324 

3,108 ................. 

Vinegar. 

I ................. 

7,934 , Watches and Clocks. .............. 

-d 
C, 

276 
'S 
' 

...................... 

...................... 

Whalebone. 
0 

1,490 

. . . . . . . .  

Whiting and Chalk. 

2,919 

. . . . .  

Wire. 

146,581 

................... 

. . . . . . .  

6,369 5 8 2s. i gal .1855 

..... 

Wine. 

55,091 

. . . . . . .  

Wool. 

6, 3 6 5.............. 
Woolpacks and Bagging. 

1,200 I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  Wool-lashing. 

52,540 Woollens. 

17,734 

I 

................. 

:::::::: }Yello
808 :::::::::: w 

{Metat 

5,633 J L Zinc. 

041,368 9 6 6,729,408 

. . . . . . . . . .  

* Duty paid at Landing on Goods Imported during the Year 1857 ...... £41,368 9 6 
Ditto on Warehoused Goods Imported during the} 491,848 8 1 

Year 1857 and previous Years ........ 

Total .................... £533,216 177 

J. GIBBES, 
CoUecor of Cu,tomt. 
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EXPORTS 

No. 3—GENERAL EXPORTS from the COLONY 

.&BTICLBS. 
COUNTHIES 

QUANTITIES. 

PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES OF THM COLONY. 
TO WHICH EXPORTED. 

In British In Foreign 
T Vessels. Vessels. OTAD. 

I 2 2 cases 
3 3 

A i ppares .................... 

I 
Oalcutta ...................... 

Tas mania .................................................. 

........  ! 
South Australia.................2 

. 

I 

Great Britain .......................... 
Victoria................................ 

South Sea Islands .............. 
Arrowroot and Sago .......... 

lAustralia : :::::::::::::::::::::: 

New Zealand ................................................... 

t
IWestern 

South Sea Islands ............................................... 

_ 
ITasmania 

Batavia ........................................................ 
Tas mania..................................................... 

Vi
Great 

................................ 

(Guns ......... 

(. 
Arms and Victoria 

NewZealand :::::::.::::::::::.: 

Australia ............................................ 
Victoria...................................................... 

.................................................... 

Ammunition Powder .......... 

Britain ................................................ 
ctoria...................................................... 

South Sea Islands ............................................ 
New Zealand ................................................. 

Shot .......... .... 

South Australia .............................................. 
Hong Kong .................................................. 

PercussionCaps.. 

Batavia ...................................................... 
Singapore .................................................... 

Guam ...................................................... 
Victoria.............................................. 

fTasmania 

South Sea Islands .................................... 
New Zealand ........................................ 
New Zealand ........................................ 
Tas mania ..................................... 
Victoria....................................... 
South Sea Islands .............................. Alkali .......................... 
Ne w Zealand ................................. 
South Australia ............................... 

..................................... 

INew 

Victoria....................................... 
South Sea Islands ............................. 

Agricultural Implements ...... 
ITasmania 
Victoria ........................ 

Zealand ................................. 

1 
1 

1 case 
1 

Ale and Beer ................... 

I. 42 42 cases 
Asphalte ....................( 

Mauritius ..................................... 

I 64,638 54,638 lbs. 

Hong Kong .................................... 
........................ 

. . .  

225,542 225,542 lbs. 

New Zealand ..................... 

South Sea Islands 
Buttor and Cheese ............ 

Victoria....................................... 

728 

........... 

728 lbs. New Zealand ...................... 

t. 

South Australia .................................. 

Gre Britain 

Western Australia ................................ 
Hong Kong ...................................... 

Tasmania ......................... 
Singapore ..................................... 

Mauritius ..................................... 
Victoria ......................... 

8 8 bales 

600 690 1,290 bushels 
Bran Victoria ........................ 

Tas
at
mania ........................................ 

South Australia .................................. 

14,759 14,759 
Mauritius .......................... 

72 72 

.................................... 

.... 

450 450 

Bags.......................... 

IGreat Britain 

Victoria.......................................... 

Brushware ................... 

New Zealand ....................... 

South Sea Islands ..................... 
llliiited States ................................ 

Singapore ........................................ 

42 42 cases 
t 

Boats 2 2 11 

Bark 

Victoria ............................... 
............................................. 

2 2 No. 
New Zealand .......................... 

22 22 tons 

..........................

Blankets 
IGreat 

.................... 

............................ 
Victoria................................ 
Great Britain ......................... 

Blacking ..................... 

Britain .............................................. 

6 6 cases 
t. 
Victoria................................ 
New Zealand .......................... 3 3 
Great Britain 

Victoria.................................................... 
NewZealand .............................................. 

Brasswaro ................... 5 5 cases 
I. 
Victoria......................... 
New Zealand ................... 

............................................... 

1 1 case 
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No. 27. 

of NE W S O UT H W ALES, in the Year 1857. 

TORSION, AND 

QUANTITIES. VALUE IN STERLING. 

PRODUCE AND TORSION, AND AVERAGE 
other cob-. 
niab PRODUCE TOTAL MANUFAC- 

TUNES of the 
other Uobo- 
niab PROT,1JCE TOTAL 

PRICE FIXED 
?ORTRE VALUE 

ARTICLES. 

AND MARC- Uobony. AND MANU (If calcu1ateC 
FACTIJRES. FACTURES.  Officl&lIy).1___________ 

43 43 bales 1,369 
£ 

136 138 ,, 4 2,129 
315 318 cases 105 2,911 
27 27 ,, 320 
224 224 bales 13,888 Apparel. 
21 23 cases 14 218 
1 1,, 25 
3 3,, 120 

6,020 6,020 lbs 801 
2,260 2,260 51 
15,890 15,890 , 603 
2036 2,036 90 1,175 Arrowroot and Sago. 
700 700 20 
3,086 3,086 ,, 110 
3 Bcases 50 
5 5 748 
22 22 439 
14 14 ,, 272 
81 
1 

31 
1,, 

764 21617 IGuns. 
9 9,, 

60 
48 

4 4 218 
1 1,, 18) 

3,431 .2,690  3,431 pkgs..........
108 108 

316:: 
Anus and 

316 4,315 >Ammunition Powder. 
150 150 150 

........... 

55 55 ,, 250 
16 
85 

16 
85- ., 

127 
553 

930 Shot. 
1 
13 

1 case 
13 casks 

15 
67 

15 Pereussion Caps. 
64 64 243 
2 

126 
2 

126 
3 

413 
728 Alkali. 

2 2 2 
506 506 gallons 62 

........... 

6,114 6,114 675 
105.820 105,820 , 30,250 - 
2,324 2,324 , 464 t 36,012 and Beer. 
20,946 20,946 4,538 
95 95 23 J 

.......... Ale 

1 2 cases 10 15 
56 
121 

57 pkgs 
163 

5 566 1,252 Agricultural Implements. 

7 1
35 

,, 
17 tons 

173 483 
.......... 

35 :::::::: } 
835 Asphalte. 

3,822 58,460 lbs 2,628 170 
2,933 29,330 1,198 

542,434 767,976  9,899 24,753 
6,234 6,234 252 
19,580 
4,480 

20,308 
4,480 

 2 0  794 40,145 Butter and Cheese. 

448 448 
250 
30 

.......... 

1,275 1,275 ,, 51 
2,016 2,016 100 J 88 88 bales 1,699 
55 55 825 
179 179 ,, 

.............. 

2,056 11,470 Bags. 421 429  120 5,201 
76 76 ,, 1,569 

1,290 bushels 115 
6,526 21,285  1,796 1,000 

2,942 .......... Bran. 
450 ,, 22 

2 2cases 30 ) 1 
60 

43 
62 

 4 2  11 474 Brushwara. 

2 No 
 5  

42 
366 ) 

42 Boats. 
22 tons 180 180 Bark. 3 3bales 50 ) 4 

53 
4 
53 

150 }- 2,113 .......... Blankets. 
1,913 ) 

cases 23 12 
82 Blacking. 

15 15 1,102 
28 
4 

33 
5,, 

 6 0  2,000 
It 

3,240 ........Brassware. 
30 48 

* Value declared by the Exporter. 
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EXPORTS- 

ARTICLES. 

COUNTRIES 

TO 1NMICJI IMPORTED. 

QUANTITIES. 

1'P.ODUCE AND MANUFACTURES OF THE COLONY. 

In British In Foreign 
Vessels. Vessels. TOTAL 

Victoria ........................ 
Bellows......................... 

Ne w Zeala n d ..................... 

. . .  

(Bath .................. 
Bricks - Air .................. 5,000 5,000 No. 

(All other................ 8 ........ i 8 pkgs. 
Basketware ...................... Victoria ........................ 12,037 844 12,881 tons 

329 
64,983 

102 
1,090 

431 
66,073 

100 100 
1,572 1,572 
310 567 877 
9,846 
so 

9,846 
50 

Coals ........................ .. Calcutta 1,420 1,420 

Guam 621 621 
536 536 

• ° 780 

Batavia 655 655 

Chili 

New  Z e al a n d ...................... 

400 400 

Vict oi'is.............................. 

65 65 

t. 

New Zealand .................... 
. .  

200 200 

( 

Tasmania ........................ 
Mauritius ......................... 

Tasmania 1 1 case 

Victoria.......................... 
South Sea Islands ................ 

Great Britain 3 cases 

New Zealand .................... 
United States .................... 

jVictoria ........................ 90 90 
OiiieCblOfl ..................1 

South Australia .................. 
Ceylon .......................... 

9 9 

........................ 
......................... 

Bombay ........................ 

2 2 cases 
(.. 

Shanghai ........................ 
......................... 
............................

East Indies ...................... 

fTasmania 
Candlewick ................... 

t. 

........................ 

100 100 boxes 

New Zealand .................... 

I 

Victo

Mauritius 

2,826 I 2,826 boxes 

Tas mania ........................ 

. .  

1Tallo'w ............ 

........................... 
South

ria 

1,280 1,280 boxes New Zealand ...................... 

162 

......... 

162 boxes South Australia .................... 

Candles 

Hong Kon ........................ 

290 290 boxes 
t 

. 

United States ...................... 
South Sea Islands .................... 

............................. 
Vict oria.............................. 
Ne w Zeala n d ........................ 

........................... 
Great Britai n ........................ 

Sea Isla n ds ..................... 

coils Great Britain 3 

Victoria ........................ 

United States .......................... 

Hong Kong ............................. 

17 17 coils 

Chili ................................... 
Shanghai ................................. 

Mauritius .................................. 
Ne w Zealand .............................. 

26 3 29 cases 

South Australia ............................ 
Western Australia .......................... 

4 
New Zealand 

Tas mania ................................... 
Tas mania ................................... 

2 2 

S perm ................ 

Holland 1 

................ 

1 case 

Tasmania 1 1 No. 

Cocoanuts ..................... 

New Zealand ........................ 

victoria 

South Australia ................................ 

652 652 

Cordage and Rope ............ .. 

Great Britain ........................ 
Victoria.............................. 

New Zealand 80 80 

........................ 
.............................. 

12 12 

Curiosities .................... 

( 

............................ 
............................. 

........................ 
South Australia ...................... 

3 3 No. 
Carriages and Gigs ..........- 

Carts and Prays ............... 

I. 
Victoria................................ 

1,030 1,030 gallons 

Cordials 
Tasmania ...................... 

262 362 
...................... 

Great Britain ...................................... 

450 

. 

450 
1 box 

( 

New Zealand ................... 
South Australia ................. 
Mauritius ........................ 

New Zealand ........................................ 

1 
66 1 67 boxes Great Britain ................... 
83 83 Victoria ........................ 
1 1 box New Zealand ......................... 

(Gold ............. 

....... 

45 45 boxes Suez ................................. 

South Australia .............................................. 

Coin.. 1. 

Ceylon ...................................................... 

1 box 

Silver 
New Zealand ................. ........  

iSueN 

Bo mbay.........................I 

Manil N........................................................ 
Aden ........................................................... 

................ 
............................................................ ................ 

Copper ....................... Victoria ........................ 

New Zealand .................................................... 
( Great Britain .................................................... 

......... ...... .. 

Copper............... 

( New Zealand ................... 
................. 

. 
do. Ore ..................... Great Britain .................................................. . 

................................ 
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- Continued. 

JAI'TI1B9. VAtIJEJN STBRLING. 

.AItTICLES. 
BRITISH, 
'ORRIGN, AND 

I 
ERODDCH AND 

Biiioiso, 
YOREION AND 

AvSRAGE 

other ToTAL. TESS/he I1iT1PRODUCEI TOTAL. FOIl THE VALUE 
ae 

m MANU- Cohmy. AND MANU- 
FACTURES. FCTURES. 

£ 
21 
6 

21 cases 
6 ,, 

151 
11 
1 162 Bellows.  

88 88 casks 70 70 Bath. 
4 4 ,, 27  27 - BricksAir. I 5,000 No 10 10 ........ .) A11 other. 

8 pkgs 15 .15 Basketware. 
12,881 tons - 
431 ,, 610 
66,073 ,, 16,716 

13,317 ..... 

100,, 80 
108 1,680 ,, 1,738 160 

877 ,, 1,017 
9,846 ,, 7,827 
50,, 75 46,120 Coals. 1,420 ,, 1,460 ?' 
621 ,, 620 
536 ,, 600 
730 ,, ' 730 
655 ,, 570 
400 ,, 300 
65 ,, 100 
200,, 200 

...... 

J 
icase 2 

5 8cases 7 15 
2,109 2,199 ,, 229 

...... 

2,494 3,168 Confection. 153 162 ,, 12 379 
23 23 ,, 

2,, 10 
20 
J 

.......... 

............... 

41 226 1 
28 28 ,, 405 

........ 

1,156 Candlewick. 
62 62,, 525) 
1 101 ,, 833 2 
300 300 boxes 312 
47 47 ,, 

41 pkgs............ 

80 
1,928 4,754 ,, 2,856 2,824 
81 81 ,, 25 
1,524 2,804 ,, 1,980 2,224 > 12,286 ITallow. 
10 10,, 15 

162 ,, 215 
125 125 boxes 213 
100 100 ,, 187 Candles 

290 ,, 520 ......... j 
400 400 boxes 640 
192 192 .,, 310 1,435 J Sperm. 250 250 ,, 450 
24 24,, .35 
2,800 2,800 No 20 20 Cocoanuts. 
67 190 
3. 3.,, 20 

1,590 1,591 ,, 6,197 7,483 Cordage and Rope. 
156 173 ,, 

67 coils ......... 

60 666 
143 143 ,, 350 

........... 

29 cases 
. 4,, 18 283 Curiosities. 2 ,, 15 

lcase 20 
iNo 8 
6 8,201 Carts and Drays. 

........... 

12 ,, 155 

230 ..... 

.. 

2 2 ,, 200 1 

........... 

16 16 ,, 47 468 } 815 Carriages and Gigs. 
3 3 ,, 100 ) 

........... 

1,030 gallons 470 
262 ,, 121 711 Cordials. 
450 ,, 120 
lbox 2,000 ) 

16 83 boxes 274,226 65,748 
5 88 ,, 349,631 25,000 
1 2 ,, 159000 5,000 
1 1 box :::::::: 

............. 

1g:gg 
f Gold. 

..... 

3 48 boxes 153,244 

......... 

3,150 
1 box 3,000 

>Coin 
. 500 
1 " 200 . 712 Sil'v-er. 
3 ,boxes 

:::::::: j [Copper. 15 
19177 1.177 cwt 2,210 
125 125 ,, 450 2,714 Copper. 
4 4,, 54. 

1,605 1,605 toas 20,000 20.000 

.. ......... 

do. Ore. 
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EXPORTS- 

QUANTITIES. 

COUNTRIES 
ARTICLES. PRODUCE AND IIANCFACTIJRES OF THE Coor. 

TO WHICH EXPORTED. ---- - 
In British 

--------------
In Forei"u 

Vessels. Vessels. TOTAL. 

1 1 bale Tasmania .............................. 
34 54 Cabbage Tree ................ ... Victoria ........................ ....... 
4 4 

I ........ 
Cement....................... 

South Australia ........................ 
............... Victoria..................................  

tNew 
South Sea Islands ............................................... 

Cutlery ................... 

Victoria ........................ 

Zealand ................................................... 

........................ 

Canvas ......................... 

Victoria....................................................... 

N
.......................... 

New Zealand ................................................. 

South Sea Islands ................... 
......... 

IVictoria 
Corks and Bungs ............ 

I. 

ew Zealand .................................................. 
United States .................................................. 

Zealand 

....................................................... 

Cider .......................... 
Charcoal ....................... 
Chocolate........................ 

New Zealand ......................... 

South Sea Islands .............................................. 
New Zealand ................................................... 

.................................................. 
15 15 cwt. 

- 

Victoria ........................ 

New Zealand .................................................. 

Coffee ...................... 

Tas mania ....................................................... 
Great Britain ................................................... 

.................. 

T
Chili 

Great
asmania 

.......... 
South Sea Islands .......................................... 
New Zealand .............................................. 

2 2 eases 
Victsria ........................ 

United States .............................................. 
South Australia ............................................ 

.... 

...................................................... 
................................................. 

Britain ................................... 
..... ..................... 

Drapery ....................... 

South Sea Islands ............................................ 

WestIndies .................... 

New Zealand ................................................ 

- 

South Australia .............................................. 
Hong Kong .................................................. 

.............. ......... 

t. 

..........  

.  
Tasmania ...................... 

Shanghai .................................................... 

......... - 
Singapore ........................................ 

Great Britain 

Calcutta..................................................... 
........... 

.  .................................... 
Victoria ........................ .................. 

......... 

............ Drugs and Medicines .......... ... 

........... 

.. 

South Sea Islands ............................................ 

.............. 

New Zealand ........................................... 

........ ................ 
Earthenware ................... 

4 4 crates 

Victoria.........................  

New Zealand .......................... 

Tas mania ............................................... 

Eggs .......................... Victoria.....  ................... 

South Sea Islands ....................................... 

449 449 crates 
Tasmania ...................... 

. .  
........  

.. 

Victoria ........................ 
South Sea Islands .............. 

United States .......................................... 

........  
........ 

Fruits, Dried, &c................ 

Great Britain ........................................... 
......... ........ 

ITasmania 1 1 case .............................. 

I Victoria ........................ 

New Zealand ............................................ 

South Australia .......................................... 

81 81 cases 
Furniture ....................e 

United States ............................................ 

....... 

New Zealand ......................... 

Great Britain ............................................ 

5 5 cases 
South Sea Islands .......................................... 

5 5 11 

I. 
United States ................................. 
South Australia ........................................... 

719 719 Tasmania ........................... 
20,648 20,648 
636 636 

Victoria......................... 
New Zealand .................... 

124 124 

- Fruits, Green ................ .. 

I 
South Australia .................. 
Tasmania ....................... 719 719 cwt. 

1,580 1,580 
2 2 

Victoria ........................ 42 

............ 

42 
1,284 162 1,446 
2,761 2,761 

Flour and Bread.............. 20 20 

Mauritius ........................... 

260 260 

Great Britain .......................... 
...... 

340 340 

South Se-a Islands ................... 
New Zealand ....................... 
South Australia ...................... 

610 610 

Western Australia .................. 

1,200 1,200 

Hong Kong ......................... 

2,000 2,000 
I 

Guam .............................. 
Calcntta ............................ 

220 220 
I 

Singapore ...........................
Batavia .............................. 

Fancy Goode ................ INew 

Masiritius ......................................................... 
Great Britain ................................................... 
V ictoria ........................ .................. 

FUnited 

............... 

LBatavia 

Zealand ................................................... 
States ................................................... 
........................................................ 
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- Uontinved. 

QUANTITIES. VALGE 

FOREIGN, AND 
C'obo- other 

IN STERLING. 

-- 

ARTICLES 

- 
FOREIGN, AND 
other Cob- 

PRODUCE AND 
MANUFAC- 

AVERAGE 
PRICE FIXED 

nial PRODUCE OTAL. 

ANSI 1IIANIX- 
TUBES of bile süd PRODUCE TOTAL. FOR THE VALUE 
Colony. AND Of I (If Calculated 

FACTURJII. - S'ACTURES. OfficIaLly) 

ibale 5 
£ 

 
4 
4 

411 426 Cabbage Tree. 
1,130 1,130 casks 

10 
858 1 

33 33 
20 20 

40 918 Cement. , 
5 5cases 

20 
71 1 

10 :10 ,, 322 ] 9 9bales 452 
80 so 350 
67 67 ,, 502 2,074 Canvas. 
386 386 770 1 

70 ) 3 3 
15 15 

6 135 Corks and Bungs. 

4 4pkgs.............. 

24 24 gallons 
59 
17 

. .  

) 
17 Cider. 15 cwt 3 S Charcoal. 2 2 

19,901 19,901 lbs - 
14 14 Chocolate. 

350 350 
750 
18 

70,376 70,376 ,, 2,675 
532 532 

135,493 135,493  :::::::: 
13 

4,532 10,145 Coffee. 
439 439 22 

57,640 57,640 ,, 
11,200 11,200 210 J 75 75 cases 1.284 
152 . 154  2 4  9493 
2,530 2,530 118,804 
674 674 ,, 12;196 
2,010 2,010 79,492 
42 42 , 1,890 > 223,918 Drapery. 5 5,, 100 
9 9,, 200 
1 1,, 
2 2 400 
1 1,, 30j 
35 35 , 511 
151 151 ,, 553 
521 521 
17 

71S99 12,461 Drugs and Medicines. 17 ,, 
218 218 

209 
3,289 

6- 6 crates 192 
30 80 ,, 316 
10 10 ,, 
21 21 

204 11165 Earthenware. 

23 22 
 3 5  288 

130 
W' 449 
259 6,259 lbs 

1,294 1,294 Eggs. 
339 

160 160 8 
74,967 74,967 ,, 3,345 
404 404 ,, 

158,419 158,419 
16 

3,627 
> 7,392 Fruits, Dried, &o. 

1,120 1,120 20 
1,480 1,480 ,, 37 J 

.......... 

18 19 cases 10 363 
1 lease 50 

435 516 cases 498 1,810 
55 .55 ,, 569 5,475 Furniture. 
226 231  1 5  1,810 

5 300 
5 5,, 50 

719 ,, 843 
20,648 

36,453 Fruits, Green. 
124 265 
719 cwt 843 

1,800 . 2,380  1,470 2,250 
292 j 294 ,, 2 170 
56 98  3 8  56 
505 1,951 ,, 1,628 493 
5,287 8,049  2,607 4,403 

20  2 2  29,783 .......... Flour and Bread. 
100 360  3 0 0 125 

. 

420 760  4 3 0 616 
610  6 7 0 

1,000 2,200 ., 900 2,500 
5,322 5,322  2,500 ,540 

220  2 2 0 

........ 

.  J 
- 50 

10 10  
. 

683 
1 lease ......... . 

......... .. 

> 1,992 FancyGoods. 
1 1 ,, 120 

......... . 

5 5 ,, 70 J 
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EXPORTS— 

QUANTITIES. 

ARTICLES. 
COUNTRIES 

PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES OF TOE COLONY. 

TO WHICES EXPORTED. 
In British 
Vessels. 

rTasmania ............................... 
Great Britain ........................... 

IVictoria ......................... . 2  
Grindery .................... South Sea Islands ................ 

New Zealand ...................... 
1. South Australia ................... 
fTas mania ......................... 
Great Britain .................... 
Victoria ........................ . .  

Glass ........................ ..South Sea Islands ................ 
New Zealand .................... 
1. South Australia .................. 
( Victoria......................... 

Glassware .................. South Sea Islands ................ 
. New Zealand .................... 

(Bottles ..................South Sea Islands ................ 
Glass Looking .................New Zealand .................... 

t

1'dauritius ......................
Guano ...................... Victoria........................ 

 Ne w Zealand ................... 
Gram ........................ .Victoria ........................ . .  
Gum, Cowrie ...................Great Britain .................... 

Tasmania ........................4,615 
Mauritius ........................ 

I Victoria..........................146,022 çMaize ................ South Sea Islands .................80 
New Zealand .....................80 

( Batavia ........................... 
Mauritius ......................... 
Victoria ........................ ...26,664 

Grain Oats .....................South Sea Islands .................172 
Tas mania ......................... 

( Victoria...........................4,460 
Barley .............. New Zealand ..................... 

( Mauritius ......................... 
LWheat ................ .Victoria ........................ ...3,680 

0. d,vt, 
I Great Britain ...................16,288 7 
Victoria ........................ ..146 5 
New Zealand .....................2 0 
Suez ...........................23,268 0 

Gold, in Dust and Bar ..........Hong Kong ......................898 16 
3 Ceylon ..........................,287 17 

Bombay ........................ .1,516 11 
Calcutta .......................2,289 7 
Madras .......................586 9 
L Singapore .......................698 14 

Tue ........................ Victoria........................ .. . .....  
i. New Zealand .......................... 
Mauritius .............................. 

Hay and Straw .................Victoria ........................ ......413 
New Zealand ..........................2 

Tasma
Calcutta ...................... .......21 

nia ..............................3 
Great Britain ........................... 
Victoria............................1,165 

Hardwarcle , South Sea Islands ......................2 
New Zealand ........................137 
South Australia ........................3 
Western Australia .....................20 

( West Indies ............................. 
Tasmania ............................... 

Hos Victoria ........................ ......... 
New Zealand ........................... 
S. Australia ............................. 

( Tasmania .............................. 
Hemp and Flax .............. South Sea Islands ....................... 

4. Victoria................................. 
fMauritius ............................... 
Great Britain ........................... 

Hats and Caps .............. Victoria ........................ .......41 
t South Sea Islands ....................... 
New Zealand .........................3 
South Australia ......................... 

HVewZealand 
reat Britain .......................... 

Hosiery....................ictoria................................. 
 ........................... 

Hair 5 Great Britain ...................1,140 
.....4. New Zealand ...................64 

Great Britain ..................I  ........ 

Haberdashery ........ ...........Victoria................................ 
South Sea Islands ........................ 
New Zealand ........................... 

Hatter's Materials .............Victoria ........................ ......... 

In }'ereign 
Vessels. TOTAL. 

2 cases 

4,615 bushels 
32 32 
300 146,322 
8 88 

80 
60 60 
60 60 

26,664 
172 

4,460 

27 27 
3,680 
O. dwts. 

16,288 7 
146 5 
20 

23,268 0 
89816 
3,287 17 
1,516 11 
2,289 7 
586 9 
69814 

17 17 tons 
413 
2,, 
21 
3 pkgs. 

1,165 pkgs. 
 

137 
 

20 

41 cases 

: 3 cases 

1,140 lbs. 
64 
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- Continued. 

QUANTITIES. VALUE IN STERLING, 

ARTICLES. 

BRITISE, 
FOREIGN, ANo 
other Ualo- ,, OTAL. 

PRODUCE A ND 
MANUFAC- 

BRITISIS, 
FOREIGN, AND 
other C'olo- 

AVERAGE 
1 RICE FIXED 

niat PRODUCE 
AND MANE. 

TURFS of the 
Colony. 

nial PRODUCE 
AND MANE- 

TOTAL FOR TUE VALUE 
1eacUae 

PACTIJRES. - FACTERED. 

£ 
1 lease 20 
2 2cases 56 
50 52 35 1,054 

2,063 Grindery. 
88 88 758 
3 3 70J 
1 lease 15 
10 10 108 
85 8 

"8  3 3 :::::::: 2,068 Glass. 
544 544 1,635 
1 lease 5 J 26 26 cases 134 
24 
2 

24 
2,, 

213 362 Glassware. 
-3 
3 

3 ,, 
3 

15 
4 
264 

4 
264 GI Bottles. 

j 
ass 

Looking. 150 150 tons 1,500 
473 473 4,190 5,762 Guano. 8k,, 72 

848 848 bushels 378 378 Gram. 869 869 tons 
4,615 bushels 11111 

9,988 91988 Gum, Cowrie. 

146322 569 
} 58164 1Maize 

1 4,730 
5,329 

4 0 0 

4,760 
31,993  
172 
400 

 2 0  
9,851 
40 

1,350 
1,688 13 ,036 . >Grain a 
87 4,460  6 4 6 ) 70 70 

27 30 }- 683 Barley. 

3,680  
On dat1. 

7 
1,346 

........... 

.1 
1,346 

............ 

J Wheat. 
16,288 7 63,623 

........... 

1465 .564 
20 8 

.......... 

23,268 0 86,462 

3,287 187,249 Gold, in Dust and Bar. 
1,516 11 5,950 
2,289 7  
586 9 2,340 
698 14 2,768 . J 13 . 13 casks 

: :  ::: :: 
.......... 

} 63 Glue. 
17 tons 104 
413  2,277 

3,701 Hay and Straw. 
21  1,300 

102 105 pkgs 2 ' 291 
351 351 226 

] 
2,820 3,985  4,501 14,475 
732 
2,321 

734 
2,458 

 1 3  
 3 7 4 

4,423 
18,509 > 44 851 ' . Hardware. 

3 6,, 45 75 
20  1,750 

90 
1 

90 
lpkg 

167 
6 

J 

296 296 pkgs 2,011 

.......... 

29 29 164 '2380 . Hops. 
44 44 200 

140 Hemp and Flax. 
6 6,, 133) 
2 2 20 
.11 11 cases 72 
31 72 995 2,274 6,466 Hats and Caps. 
23 26 

.. . 
 3 7  

363 
660 

1 1 45 

........... 

17 17 ,, 690 ) 13 13 325 1,092 Hosiery. 
3 3 7 7 )  
800 1,940 tha. - 114 100 
1,100 1,164 ,, 8 105 . 327 Hair. 
3 3cases 185 
.9 
2 

9 
2 

410 
l4  1,675 Haberdashery. 

21. 21  
3 3 bales 39 

.......... 

39 .......... Hatter's Materials. 
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EXPORTS- 

I 

COUNTRIES 

QUANTITIES. 

ARTICLES. PaOeUCE AND MANIJFACTTJRES OF 5110 COLOXY.  
TO WHCIH EXPORTED. . 

I In British I In Foreign 
VeSselS. Ve6sc1. TO5AL. 

67 67 No. 
98,007 8,346 106,353 
20 20 

Holland ........................ 774 774 
254 254 

Hoofs, and Bones ............ 
7,782 489 8,271 cwt. 
20 20 

orns 11 1 ...................... 

Tas mania .......................... 
Great Britain ..................... 
New Zealand ....................... 

173,447 8,858 182,305 No. 
2,914 2,914 

Hides ........................ 

South Australia .................... 
Great Britain ...................... 

.... 

17,360 17,360 lbs. 

oney 

Victoria............................ 
Great Britain ..................... 

400 400 
Victoria........................... 

2,240 2,240 
336 336 

........................ 
New Zealand ....................... 

rTasmania 

Iron 

United States ....................... 
South Australia ...................... 

Victoria........................ 
........................... 

....................................................... 
Great Britain ................................................... 

........................ 

1_ 

......... 

........  

South Sea Islands ............................................... 
New Zealand ............................................... 

fMusical ........ .. 

Holland................................ 

Victoria ........................ ......... 

Tas mania ....................................................... 

......... 
I 

Great Britain .................................................. 
............... 

Instruments 
South Sea Islands ............................................... 
New Zealand ................................................... 

1_Scientific 
Great Britain .................................................... 

Ivory .......................... 

Victoria......................................................... 
New Zealand ............................................. 
Great Britain ............................................. 

ewe cry Victoria ........................ 
Great Britain ............................................. 

.......... 

Tasmania 1 1 bale. 

...................... 

Unmanufactured :: :: :: :: :: 
251 S 59 bales. 

266 

.................. 

........ 

South Sea Islands .......................................... 
New Zealand ............................................. 

148 148 
Leather Tasmania 

rit
............................... 

Manufactured;.-.- 

New Zealand ......................... 

Victoria ......... .............. 

......................................................... 

17 17 boxes. 

Boots, &c 

Great Britain ................................................... 
........ 

South Sea Islands ................................................ 
New Zealand ................................................... 

( 

Victoria ........................ i .............. I  Lead ........................... 

' South Australia ..................... I ..................... 
fTasmania 5 5 cases. 

J 

........................... 
IGreat 
Victoria 2 2 11 L uci ers ....................'1 .............................. 

Tas mania ................................ 

. 

Great Britain ............................ 

1 1 case. 
LBatavia 

Lime .......................... 

New Zealand ........................ 

Ne w Zealand .......................... 

. 

........ 

100 100 gallons. 
LimeJuice .................... 

Tasmania ...........................
Victoria ........................ 
New Zealand ................... 2,350 2,350 

393 393 No. 
• 121 121 

449 449 Horses .......... 

Victoria........................... 
Nnv Zealand ...................... 

4 70 74 
Calcutta ......................... 
Madras ............................. 

2 2 Shanghai ........................... 
Tasmania ...................... 

Britai n ............................... 

5,086 5,086 
South Sea Islands .............. 

South Sea Islands .......................... 

I 1,137 1,137 

......................................... 
Victoria.......................................... 

6,137 6,137 Sheep ............ 
1,525 

................. 

462 1,987 
Live Stock 14 14 

Tasmania....................... 86 86 
Victoria ........................ 1 1 

New Zealand ........................ 
United States ........................ 

295 295 Cattle ............ 

Chili ....................................... 

156 

....... 

156 
• 

South Sea Islands .................... 

20 

....... 

20 
Pigs .............. 20 20 
1_Dogs ............ 

New Zealand ......................... 

.• 4 

South Australia ........................ 
Victoria................................ . 

65 65 cwt. 
Bltavia ...........................
Tasmania .............................
Victoria................ ........ 

. 

1,020 1,020 
Molasses ...................... 

...... 

250 250 
South Sea Islands ....................................... 

578 578 
Tasmania 

I ..... 

Machiner J 

New Zealand ........................ 
South Australia ...................... 

459 cases. 

................................................... 
Great Britain .........................................

459  Victoria.............................. 

36 cases. New Zealand ...................36 
South Australia ................ 

South Sea Islands ........................................... 

........  
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Continued. 

43 

VALUE IN STERLING. 

ANPRODUCE D FOREIGN AND 
MANLFAC Othr 

AVE AGE 
RPINE 

 
PRICE D 

TU055 o jJ niot PGilo- TOTAL. RODUCE 
colof. 

 con T}EVALU 
AND MANU. (if CalcUlate 
FACTURES. Officially.) 

67No 
106,353 

70 
112,014 

20 
774 

........... I 
> 
I 
112,803 

254 ,, 
 499........... 

205 
8,271 cwt 2,324 

........ j 
20 ,, S 

. . .  

182,305 No 3,146 5539 ' 2,914 ,, 57 
17,360 lbs 217 
400  5  
2,240 56 28'  
336 7 
oU owe 

1,252 54 ,, 
9,524 15 

13,975 296 
3,744 281 
800 4,547 

lNo 30 - 
50 4 

8 

............ 

130 
1 350 
,, 21 40 

587 J 4 cases 130 15 ,, 465 2 ,, 120 10 lbs 
9 cases 10 

1,570 23 2,568 7 ,, 5 179 
I bale 20 

1,095 

259 bales 31886 
175 
154 

 5 5 7 2,037 

20 cases 
 3,781 104 

54 541 l 
371) 218 

604 
7,124 > 104 

787 2,079 ,, 
4-tons 16,630 

140 
J 
l 325 
I 109 ,, 

8 
3,832 

2ewt 107 
5 i 15 cases 90 130 2 

266 
19 

 3  
251 
1,305 l 

,, 121 125 
1 ,, 
 2 0 1,674 

41 J 30 tons 
100 gallons 18 

100 
650 ,, 3,338 ,, 470 

155 
217 393 No 9,870 

121  2,715 
449 1,880 
74  11530 
2 J 5,086  4,436 

1,137  5 1 0 
6,137 ,, 3,723 

60 ........... 

1,987  1,460 
14 17 
86  602 
1 ,, 

')Qr 

156 585 
1,964- 

20,, 1.50 

622 ........... 

J 20 
4 
71cwt 

20 
30 

........... 
20 
30 

1,059 
81 

 1,275 
10 
49 6 ,, 

475  3 1 2 
49 
273 

2,842 
57 723 70 Scases..  ........ 200 ) 2 

1,241 
:: 

. .  
300 
7222 

.. . 20 18,620 
192  1,438 1,802 I 31 710) 

56 
1,252 
9.524 
296 
3,744 
800 
1 
4 

21 
4 
15 
2 
120 
9 
23 
7 
5 

109 
148 
20 
54 
362 
104 
787 
4 
10 
109 
3 
2 
10 
2 
264 
12 
120 
1 
30 

650 
988 

6 
37 
6 
225 

5 
2 
789 
1 
166 
81 

QUANTITIES. 

FOREIGN, AND 
other C'olo- 
,iial PRODUCE TOTAL. 

AND MANU- 
P ACT U liES. 

18,902 

1,157 

605 

10 

5,412 

10,387 

27,196 

4,409 

3,639 

100 

860 

16,055 

10,146 

ARTICLES. 

El 

Hides. 

Hoofs and Bones. 

Honey. 

Iron. 

Musical 

Instruments 

) ¼ Scientific. 

Ivory. 

Jewellery. 

1Unrnanufactured - 

>Leather . 

I Manufactured,.. 
Boots, &c. 

Lead. 

Lucjfer. 

Lime. 

Lime Juice, 

1-Horses. 

Sheep. 

>Live Stock 

j Cattle. 

I Pigs. 
- 1.Dogs. 

Molasses. 

Machinery. 
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EXPORTS- 
-  

QUANTITIES. 

g°UNPRIES PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES OF TIlE COLONY. 

AIRTIOLES. To WhICh EXPORTE). 
in British In Foreign 

TOTAL. 
Vessels Vessels 

Matting ...................... 

Metal, Yellow ................... 
( 

Tas mania ....................................................... 

Metal ......................1. 

New Zealand .................................................... 

,Tasmania 

Mauritius ........................................................ 
Great Britain .................................................... 

) 

................................ 
Great Britain ............................ 
Victoria ........................ 

Victoria.......................................................... 
New Zealand ..................................................... 
United States ..................................................... 

I ........................ 
I 

1 bag 
Nails........................ 

1 ................ ......... 

South Australia ......................... 
South Sea Islands ................................................ 

I 

Nails, Copper .................. 

IGreat 

Victoria................................................. 
South Sea Islands .............................................. 

Millinery .................... 4 Victoria ........................ ......... 
Britain ............................................ 

I 

arble ........................ 

New Zealand ............................................ 
.

5 5 tuns I New Zealand ............................................. 

239 103 342 
sper m................. 

Tasmania .............................. 

16 16 Great Britain ........................ 
Victoria.............................. 

[Castor..................Tas mania ................................ I .................. 4 4 tuus 
Tasmania ............................. 

Black ................... Great Britain 
................................................ 

29 29 tuns 
Victoria............................... 
Tas mania....................................................... 
Victoria.......................................................... 

Linseed .............. 
Oil .. 

~,NewZealand 
South Sea Islands ............................................... 

................................................... 
IVictoria ........................ ......... ............... ......... 
South Sea Islands ............................................... 

Olive .................. New Zealand 
................................................... 

p............................................ 
Singapore....................................................... 

....... ....  
( Great Britain .......................... 

L 

Cocoanut ...... ...... 1 Holland ........................ .................. ............... 
Tas mania....................................................... 

Orlinen s Stores ................ 

Victoria ........................ 

'Oatmeal ....................... 

Oil Cl ot h .................... Zealand ................: , 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Oars ........................ 

Oakum......................... 

p Vi ct ori a......................... 

2 2 cases • 

S o ut h S e a Isl a n ds ............... 

Pictures .................... 

II N e w Z e al a n d .................... 
U nit e d St at es ..................... 
S o ut h A ustr ali a .................. 
Si n g a p or e ........................ 

I .............. 

l H o n g K o n g ....................... 
. . .  

I .............. 

S o ut h Sea Isla n ds .................. 
N e w Z e al a n d ...................... 

Pipes, Tobacco .............. 

IVi ct ori a............................ ... 
I Great Britai n ...................... 
1 N e w Z e al a n d ...................... 
N e w Z e al a n d ...................... 

51 51 barrels 

Great Britain .................... 
IT as m a ni a .......................... 

< Vi ct ori a ........................... 

16 16 

INe w Zealand ....................... 
t. Batavia ........................... 

tPork 

 
South Sea Islands .............. 

( T as m a ni a .......................... 
S o ut h Sea Isla n ds .................. 

54 barrels 
... 

r Tas mania ......................... 

'  New Zealand 

[ N e w Z e al a n d ...................... 

I Mauritius ......................... 

I Tasmania 

Vi ct ori a............................. 

H o n g K o n g ............................. 

950 .........I 

. . . . . .  

950 barrels 

Guam 

United States ............................. 

230 .......... 230 
741 741 

S(Puth Sea Islands 
Victoria ........................ .  

46 casks 1
493 Provisions Beef.............. Newz ai::::::: 

I., Singapore ................................ 

:::::::: 

............................ 
............................... 

156 156 

Mauritius ............................ 
........  ........ 

59 59 
201 110 311 

United States ........................ 
South Australia ....................... 
Hong Kong .......................... 

................ 

100 
120 I. Singapore ............................. 

Bacon 

............................. 
l
Tasmania 

100 ............... 
120 ............... 

ii writius ..................................... 
50 50 casks 

............ < Victoria................................ 
New Zealand .......................... 15 15 

34 casks 
Preserved ........ { a;;c::::::::::::::::: 

United States .................................. 
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- Conls.nued. 

QUANTITIES. 

Bunion, 
FOaRIGN, AND 
other Colo-
nial PuoDucs OTAL. 

AND MANU- 
PACTURES. 

1 lroll 
79 1 11 

118 
90 

118 
90 cwt. 

2,821 2,821 
100 100 
12 1 12 cases 
35 35 
7 7kegs 
36 36 
794 795 
42 42 
4 4,, 
13 13 cases 
1 lease 
1 1,, 
12 12 cases 
.1 lease 
2 2 cases 
1 61  tuns 
40a 382 

72 72 cases 
-8 12 tuns 
23 23 
55 84 
800 800 gallons 
9,197 9,197 
603 603 
31815 3,815 
457 457 cases 
4 4 
33 33 
1 
1 1 
727 727 tuns 
27 27 
8 8 cases 

5,483 5,483 
776 776 
1,714 1,714 
100 100 
127 127 
10 10 
425 425 
705 705 casks 
74 74 
134 134 
30 30 cases 
62 
700 

62 11 

700 No. 
181 181 

i-ton 
1 lease 
9 11 cases 
10 10 
20 20 
2 2 
13 13 
154 154 
926 926 
15 66 barrel: 
317 333 
32 32 
32 32 
10 64 
21 21 
479 479 
120 120 
181 1,131 

230 
90 831 
2 2 
20 166 casks 

493 
156 
59 

40 351 
6 106 
11 131 
15 15 

50 cases 
35 50 
5 5,, 
2 36 casks 

12 

VALUE IN STERLING. 

ARTICLES. 
BRITISE, 

PRcsUCE AND }'oREION AND AVERAGE 

MANUFAC other ijofo-  PRICE EIXDD 

CURLS of the nial PRODUCR TOTAL. FOR THE VALUE 

Colony. AND MANU- (if calculated 

FACTURES. OfficiaUy). 

£ 
2 

182 374 ........... Matting. 
190 
500 
4,996 61076 Metal, Yellow. 
580 

47 .......... Metal. 

:11 
178 

5 1,065 1,37 
112 
6 

520 
o2 

5 0• 
698 76 
15 ) 
112 111 

440 70 1 
28,380 3,137 33,60 
1,580 ) 

66 61 
226 450 1 

1,420 !. 6,271 
1,280 

....... 

2,900 J 
200 
2,962 4,091 
165 
763 
499 _l 

95 15 26,94 
10 

26,075 
300 
9 

7,585 
1,202 

> 14,34 

280 
19 
395 
1,537 
150 2,01 
328 ) 
166 69 
530 
300 

39 
90 
20 2 
15 \ 

45 160 
455 1,15 
393 
100 
30 
156 80 
620 

157 41 
80 1,31() 

126 

223 
113 
30 4,54  

100 
1,766 
600) 

3,969 415 
920 
2,887 410 

8 
610 96 
2,096 
510 
239 
ads 130 
400 30 
455 44 -1 

100) 
190 ...........> 1,071 
107 145

60 

I 

60 
30 
li) 

230 

I Nails. 

Nails, Copper. 

Millinery. 

Marble. 

) (Sperm. 

Castor. 

Black. 

Linseed. 

I) IOlive. 

Oilmen's Stores. 
'I 

Oatmeal. 

Oil Cloth. 

Oars. 

Oakum. 

I ........I Pictures. 

Pipes, Tobacco. 

Beef, 

Provisions. 

Bacon. 

Preserved. 
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EXPORTS— 

QUANTITIES. 

COUNTRIES 
ARTICLES. 

PRODUCF  AND MANUFACTURYS OF THE COLONY. 
TO WIIICJJxpoRTEn - 

In British In Foreign 
Vess1, TOTSL. 

• 1  
Provisions, 1'ongues .......... 

Tasmania........................ 
Great Britain ................... 2 
Victoria........................ 

C'ontmnod New Zealand ..........................6 
Hong Kong .................. 10 

IMauritius ......................................... 

- Hams ........... 
Victoria.......................................... 

1 

South Sea Islands ................................ 
New Zealand .......................... 
I Chili ............................................ 

50 I. Hong Kong .................................... 

Mutton ........... 
Hong Kong ............................ 

6 New Zealand .......................... 
United States ................................... 

15 ITasmania .............................. 
4  Great Britain ...................... 
274 Victoria.............................. 

South Sea Islands ................................ Plants and Seeds .............. 
25 v Zealand .................... 

South Australia ................ . 11 
1  i Calcutta ............................... 

Hong Kong ............................. 
21 I Tasmania ............................. 

IVictoria........................................ 
Pitch, lar, and Resin ........ South Sea Islands .............. ... 1 iNew Zealand .................. . 7  

20 I South Australia ...................... 
20 

Plated Ware.................... 
L Hong Koiig ........................... 
Great Britain .................. .................. 

Plate, Silver.................. 
Victoria.. .... .................................... 

I Victoria.......................................... 1 New Zealand .................................... 

Pepper and Spices ............... 

Great Britain .................................... 
Victoria.......................................... 
South Sea Islands ................................ 
New Z'aland .................................... 
South Australia ............. . . 

Peas, Split 
Victoria ................ .......................... 

................... 

.................... South Sea Islands ................................ 

Paint 

New Zealand .................................... 
,Victoria.......................................... 

........................... Mauritius ........................................ 
South Sea Islands ................................ 

Plumbago 

New Zealand .................................... 
Hong Kong .................... .................. ...................... Victoria.......................................... 

Perfumery ..................... 
Victoria.......................................... 

- 
South Sea Islands ................................ 

Paper-hangings ........ { Victoria ...... 
New Zealand .................................. 

New Zealand :::::::::::::: 
Potatoes 13,046 .................... 

Victoria............................. 
30 120 New Zealand ................... - 40 Poultr 

5niitl Sea Islands ................... 

182 
Quicksilver 

1 Victoria.............................. 
New Zealand 2 

Ba s [ g.......................... 
......................Victoria ......................................... 

29 
2 

Great Britain ......................... 

Victoria........................ ....... Rice ........................... 

1
......... 

South Sea Islands ................................ 
Chili............................................. 

Rattans......................{, 

1 

New Zealand ...................................... 
Great Britain ...................................... 

Saddlery and Harness ........... 

New Zealand ...................................... 
Tasmania ............................... 
Great Britain ...................................... 
Victoria. ........................ 
New 

3 

I 
........ 

10 
20 

Zealand .......................... 

(Raw .. 

Tasmania ............................ 
Great Britain ................................... 

640 
................ 

Victoria............................. 

INew 10,800 
sugar < I 

South Sea Islands ................................. 
Zealand ...................... 

1,203 - 
South Australia ..................... 

10 
tRefined ............... 

Tas mania ..........................
Victoria.........................
south Sea Islands 

10,861 

Singapore ........................................ 

.................. 17 40 
7,826 New Zealand ........................ 

South Australia ................ 1 ,100 I ..... 

I p 
Tas mania .......................................... 

1 Sundries ....................< 
Great Britain .......................... 
. 9 - .............................. 

I 
South Sea Islands .................................... 

2 t. New Zealand ......................... 
South Australia ...................................... 

1 cask 

6 kegs 
10 

i case 

50 cases 
1 cask 
fikegs 

15 cases 
4 ', 
274 

25 cases 
11 
I case 

21 casks 

1 cask 
47 casks 
20 
20 

13,046 cwt. 
150 
40 
182 cases 
2 

29 bales 
12 

1 case 

3 cases 
JO 
20 cwt. 

640 cwt. 

10,800 cwt. 
1,203 cwt. 

10 cwt. 
10,861 
57 

7,826 
1,100 

1 case 
24 cases 

2 cases 
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- Continued. 

QUANTITIES. 

ErTis, 
FOREIGN, AND 
other Glo- i 
nial PRODUCE OTL. 

N 
FACTORED. 
AND MAI t 

YALUN IN STERLING. 

I3RITt8E, - 
PRODUCE AND FOREIGN, AND 
aANUFAC- oth Colo- 

  OTAL. I TUFES of the fiat PRODUCE  
UclOny. AND l\IANU- 

FACTURAS. 

ikeg 3 ........ 

31 
2keo's 20 
4  7  15 8 
6 27 
10 15 

40 
25 

552 ') 

- s: 
25 
Scases 

397 
67 

51 52 

40 pkgs................. 

 2 0  472 2,Oo 
9 9 ,, 150 

50 400 j 
icask 8 
611 20......... ' 42 

50 50 ticrees 400 ) 
15cases - 18 
4,, 50 

25 299  9 1 8 505 
2 
.91 

2 ,, 
116  1 0 2 

......... 

200 I 

133 t 
Ii 62 
icase 40 
1 1 1 10 j 
2lcasks 30 

- 100 too barrels 30 
6 
60 

7 ,, 
107 - - 

2 
73 

........... 

12 
124( 871 

90 110 ,, 20 100 
20 I 

2 2 cases 100 ), 
5 5,, 485 f 58 
1 lease 

80........... 

260 
5 5 cases 668 921 

1,120 1,120 lbs 210 
4,376 94 
427 427 ,, 11 92 

21,483 21,483 510 
4,480 4,480 

4,376................ 

100 
1,307 1,307 casks ! 2,897) 
10 10 - ,, 16 2,911 
A icask 5 J - , 10 lOkegs 

.......... 

36 
66 66 ,, 37 
2 2 6 624 
659 659,, 615 
30 -30 ,, 30 
1 lcask 10 16 
11 106 1 .6 6 ., 108 36€ 
7 7 152 ) 13 13 

11 pkgs................ 

815 1 
7 7,, 142.1 957 

13,046 cwt. 4,735 
150  4 2  4,802 
40 25 
182 cases 439 
2,, 6 

29 29 608 608 
29bales 160 
12 122 282 

- 2,276 2,276 cwt 1,272 
993 993 621 
1,600 1,600 1,200 ' 754 
2,146 2,146 ,, 1,661 
1,004 1,004 bundles 140 
200 200 17 157 
7 8cases 8 190 
2 
37 

2,,
40  9  

38 
1 ,451 3,057 

38 48 - 149 1,212 
1,410 1,430 cwt 50 2,620 
44 71 

2,470 3,110  3,540 4,266 
420 420 60,319 
1,106 21,866 

44 ......... 

20,326 
.  
19,198 

2,632 3,835 ,, 3,609 5,864 
2 2,,... Si 

10 220 
222 11,083  30,220 480 
113 160 ,, 

....... 

190 282 56,049 
1,086 8,912 ,, 20,019 2,538 

11 ,, 

........ 7 7 0 

2,100 
1 lease 2 
19 20 cases 1 64 4 
56 80 ,, 76 805 - 2502 39 39 ,, 

............ 

551 
90 92 ,, 3 355 

.......... 

3 ,, .......... 65 J 

AVERAGE 
PRICE FIXED 
OR TEE VALU 
if calculate, 
officially). 

- ......Provisions, Tongues. 
Continued 

Hams. 

- j Mutton 

I Plants and Seeds. 

Pitch, Tar, and Rosin. 

Plated Ware. 

Plate Silver. 

Pepper and Spices 

Peas, Split. 

Paint. 

Plumbago. 

Perfumery. 

Paper Hangings. 

Potatoes. 

Poultry. 

Quicksilver. 

Rags. 

Rice. 

Rattans. 

Saddlery and Harness. 

1 
' Sugar 

j {ene. 

Sundries. 
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EXPORTS- 

QUANTITIES. 

Soap........................ 

Sttetionery .................. 

Shooks and Staves............ 

Ship Chandlery .............. 

Specimens of Natural History.. 

Skins, Sheep 
Spermaciti ........... ....... 

fTortoise .............. 
Shell  Pearl ................ 

Silks ........................1 

Slates and Tiles ............... 

Salt........................ 

Saltpetre ...................... 
Sago and Pearl Barley ......... 

Liqueurs.. .. .... . 

Whiskey.......... 

Spirits .. Brandy .......... 

Gin ..............  

Fasmania ...................... 
South Sea Islands .............. 
New Zealand .................. 
South Australia ................ 
rasmania ...................... 
Victoria........................ 
South Sea Islands .............. 
South Australia ................ 
New Zealand .................. 
Victoria........................ 
New Zealand .................. 
New Zealand .................. 
New Zealand .................. 
Tasmania ...................... 
Mauritius ...................... 
Great Britain .................. 
Victoria........................ 
South Sea Islands .............. 
New Zealand .................. 
South Australia ................ 
\Vestern Australia .............. 
Chili .......................... 
Singapore ...................... 
Tasmania ...................... 
Great Britain .................. 
Victoria .................... ... 
South Sea Isands .............. 
New Zealand .................. 
South Australia ................I  
Suez .......................... 
Batavia ........................ 
Mauritius ...................... 
South Sea Islands .............. 
Guam........................ 
Fisheries ...................... 
Mauritius ...................... 
Great Britian .................. 
Victoria........................ 
New Zealand .................. 
Great Britain .................. 
Victoria .............. ......... 
New Zealand .................. 
Great Britain .................. 
Great Britain .................. 
Great Britain .................. 
Great Britain .................. 
Great Britain .................. 
Victoria........................ 
New Zealand .................. 
Victoria........................ 
South Sea Islands ............... 
New Zealand .................. 
Victoria ........................ 
South Sea Islands .............. 
New Zealand .................. 
New Zealand .................. 
New Zealand .................. 
Tasmania ...................... 
Manritius ...................... 
Victoria........................ 
South Sea Islands .............. 
New Zealand .................. 
Ijnited States .................. 
South Australia ................ 
Hong Kong .................... 
West Indies .................... 
Batavia ........................ 
Singapore ...................... 
Tasmania ...................... 
Victoria........................ 
th Sou Sea Islands .............. 

New Zealand .................. 
South Australia ................ 
Tasmania ...................... 
Victoria........................ 
South Sea Islands .............. 
New Zealand .................. 
South Australia ................ 
Vest Indies .................... 
Calcutta ...................... 
Bombay........................ 
Chili .......................... 
Tasmania ...................... 
Great Britain .................. 
Victoria........................ 
South Sea Islands .............. 

PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES OF TUE Coiozy. 

In flritish In Foreign 
TOTAL. Vessels. Veeeels. 

::::::::...... 

12  :.:::::: ...... 
ió 
:::::::: •j Ôses 

100 101),, 
1 ibox 
654 654 boxes 
140 240 30 
3,213 3,213 
49O 490,, 
40 40,, 
613 66,, 

. 
.ii.... 

9 9,, 
6 6,, 
2 2,, 

21 21 cases 

I 173 pkgs. 

2 

173 ........... 

2cases 
1 1 case 
23 23 cases 
1 lease 
2 2cases 
128 128 bales 
3 3tons. 

43 

COUNTRIES 
ATITICLES. 

TO WIlSON EXPORTEr. 
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- Continued. 

QUANTITIES. VALUE IN STERLING. -- 

VERAGE 
FIXED ARTICLES. 

BRITISH, 
FOREIGN, AND 
other Uolo- 

PRODUCS AND 
I Bsinsn, 
FOREIGN, AND 

AND ?IIANIJ- 

TOTAL. 

C)lofly. 

otherColo- 

AND MANU- 

TOrA. 
a ad 

EACTURES. I'ACTURES. a y. 

25 25 cases 20 
208 208 6 718 Starch and Blue. 
1 icase 1 1 1,, 15 
40 40 cases 152 
40 40 ,, 20 215 3 3 3 20 25 
2 
8 

2 No 
8 

60 14I >Stones 
219 
1 

231 ,, 4 
845 
184 188 

1. 

Grind. 1 ., 190,, 353 
40 

.......... 
40 

) 100 , 200 lbox 3 

..........J (,Tomb. 

92 746 boxes 848 256 
561 
1,140 

941 ,, 
4,353 

652 
 4,517 

718 
1,492 - > 10,(72 s Op. 

640 1,130 ,, 765 345 40 75 
308 374  1 0 0 400 
32 32 48 8 8cases 184 ) 29 40  1 2 5 411 201 62 5,651. 

CG.SCS  161 
5672 13,316 Stationery. 

47 

................... 

47 ,, 775 
22 43  3 7 34 
10 10 ,, 210 J 

........... 

310 310 pkgs 120 

727 Shooks and Staves. 
10 10 " 15 

ipackage :::::::: 
63 7 

} 
918 Ship Chandlery. 

10 
........... 

I 24 cases 248 10 
1 case 25 285 ..........Specimens of Natural History. 2caseg 2 .... ) 128 bales 1,386 Skins, Sheep. 
3 tons 385 385 ...  

1,386............ 
2,664 
152. 

2,664 lbs 
152k tons 

2.624 
...... ...Spermaciti. 

2,624 ........... Shell JTortoise. 2,150 2,150 .......... I Pear1. 18 18cases 2021 
24 24 2,758 5,111 Silks. 
2 2 332). 

1,000 1,000 ,, 10 
4,000 4,000 60 120 Slates and Tiles. 6,000 6,000 50 

.......... 
10 10 tons .40 
7 7 . 42 609 .......... Salt. 113 113 527 
7 7 bags 10 10 .Saltpetre. 
752 752 lbs 29 29 

......... 
Sago and Pearl Barley. 230 230 gallons . 127 

160 160 84 
744 744 561 

........... 

242 242 ,, 143 
739 739 ,, 439 
70 70 40 2,095 I Liqueurs. 22 .22 15 
66 66 40 
26  26 26 
300 300 , 400 
506 506 220 - 
9 9,, 4 2,185 2,185 

.............. 
665 

54 64 .' . 13 

.. 

2,494 Whiskey. 
4,285 4,285 
1,215 1,255 350 
4,258 4,258 4,643 '1 27,567 27,567 ,, 

.............462 

20,059 
542 542 337 

16,724 16,724 12,127 
4,976 4,976 ,, 3,578 41,415 ..>Spirits Brandy. 
37 37 ,, 20 
899 899 451 

......... 

443 443 ,, iSO 
27 27,, 20J 848 848 593 ) 529  529 101 Gin. 6,834 6,854  i 2,999 
296 296 ,, . 167 
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EXPORTS- 

QUANTITIES. 

COUNTRIES 
AIIPICLES. 

TO WJJICII EXPORTEI. 

JciooDuCE AND M.uOJPACTUNES or TOE COLONy. 

luBritish I In Foreign 
VesSelS. Vessels. TOTAL. 

Gin (continued).. .. I New Zealand ..................I 
South Australia ......................... 
Hong Kong ............................. 
I. 
ITasmania 

I 
I Geneva ............. 

Singapore ....................... 
........................ 

Victoria......................... 
South Sea Islands ............... 
New Zealand ................... 
South Australia ................. 

ICalcutta 

West Indies ..................... 
Singapore ....................... 

Perfumed .......... 

( 

........................ 

Victoria ........................ 

Victoria.......................... 
South Australia .................. 

Rum ............ 

Calcutta ........................ 
Tasmania......................... 

(New 54  
South Sea Islands ................ 

. .  

Zealand .................... 
South Australia .................. 
West Indies ...................... 
t.. Calcutta ........................ 
LTasmania ........................ 235,150  
Great Britain .................... 
Victoria........................ 2,028,264  
South Sea Islands ................ 
I New Zealand .................... 6,347  

Cedar ................ 

L 771,356  
Trenails ............... 

South Australia .................. 
52,057 

Victoria ........................ 112,271 
Spokes .............. 3,803 

53,259 
Posts and Rails........ 500  

Great Britain .................... 
Great Britain .................... 

15,000  
Hardwood .......... 

New Zealand ..................... 

..Victoria ........................ 179,000 

South Australia .................. 
Tasmania ......................... 

4,188 

Great Britain .................... 

Pine ................ 

Sandalwood ......... 

New Zealand ..................... 
Mauritius ......................... 

3  

Victoria........................... 

Victoria 15,239  

South Sea Islands ................. 
South Australia ................... 
Hong Kong ........................ 

.. 

.. 

3,712  

L China .......................... 
Great Britain ...................... 

5,783 
All 0 er ............ 

Great Britain ....................... 

30,000  Shingles ............... 
Palings ............... 3,630 

New Zealand ....................... 
South Australia ..................... 
New Zealand ....................... 
New Zealand .............. .......... 
Tasmania ............................... 

V,.fnris 

............................. 

Great Britain ............................ 

Te' .........................I South Sea Islands ............. .......... 
New Zealand ........................... 
t South Australia ......................... 
ITasmania ............................... 
Mauritius ............................... 
Victoria..............................2,796  
South Sea Islands ....................... 
New Zealand ........................1,472  
South Australia .......................... 
Ceylon .................................. 
Singapore .............................. 
Hong Kong ............................ 
ITas mania ........................ 
Mauritius ........................ 
Great Britain ..................... 
Victoria ........................ ..... 
South Sea Islands .................. 
New Zealand ........................ 
TJnited States .......................... 

Tobacco i OigAs .......... South Australia ........................ 
West Indies ............................ 
Calcutta ............................... 
Ceylon ................................. 
Bombay................................. 
Chili ................................... 
Singapore ............................... 
LHong Kong ............................. 
ITasmania ............................... 
1Iauritius ............................... 

I J Victoria.. ¼.............................. 
flu............. South Sea Islands ....................... 

INew Zealand ........................... 
South Australia ......................... 

spirits,- 
Conid. 

Timber 

54 gallons. 

235,150 feet. 
3,400 3,400 

2,028,264 
3,139 3,139 

6,347 
771,356 

3,056 55,113 No. 
5,O00 5,000 
10,080 122,271 

3,803 
53,259 
500 

15,000 feet. 
179,000 
4,1t8 

3 pieces. 
118 15,357 

3,712 
5,783 
30,000 
3,630 

2,796 lbs. 

1,472 lbs. 
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Cunlin tied. 

QULNTITIES. VALUE IN 

BaITisn,I 
um 

STERLIN(I. 

- 
EITAGE BRITISH, 

FOREION, AND PRODUCE AND FOREIGN, 
th, 

nial PRODUCE 
'j0T 

TURESQjIhC 
FOTAL. 

}9THIEVIAL 
ated
UE 

AND 1,EANU Colony. AND BANU- 
officia11 

FACTURES FACUDRES. 

£ 
8,071 3,483 8,903 Gin (continued.) 
5,069 5,069 1,325 
206 206 165 
60  60 ,, 70 
306 306 ,, 120 ] 

28,566 28,566 ,, 71786 
2,281 2,281 802 
8,767 8,767 3,498 633 enc',a. 
469 469,, . 250 1 
60 60 ,, 15 

89 

 

Spirits,- 
88 88 ,, 

j 

Contd. 
128 128 ,, 73 
282 282 ,, 436 
154 154 ,, 110 561 Perfumed. 
31 31 15 
613 613 ,, 150 

25,894 25,894 ,, 6,624 
2,219 2,219 ,, 703 
12,167 12,251 ,, 12 4,235 12,284 tRum. 
1,988 1,988 , 480 
50 50 ,, 20 
329  329 ,, 60 J 

235,150 feet 2,962 
3,400 ,, 60 

2,028:264 :, 29,533 40,985 fCedar. 

6,347 ,, 90 
771,356 ,, 

8,071 gallons....... 

81310 
55,113 No. 653 653 Trenails. 
5,000 ,, 25 

122:271 :: 1,515 2,074 Spokes. 
3,803 
53,259 ,, 496 
500 ,, 10 10 Posts and Bails. 

15,000 feet 150 
179,000 •,, 1,794 1,991 Hardwood. 
4,188 ,, 47 ,,. i. irn U 

20,000 20,000 ,, 300 
139,160 139.160 1,531 1,995 Pne 
1,000 1,000 ,, 14 
10,000 10,000 ,, iso 
139 139 tons 2,300 
20 20 ,, 800 3,125 Sandalwood. 
15 15cwt 25 ) 

3 pieces 100 
2,029 2,944 All other. 

5,783 ,, 482 
30,000 No 45 45 Shingles. 
3,630 ,, 32 32 t.Palings. 

130,906 130,906 lbs 10,256 
688 688 ,, 51 

377,073 377,073 36 23,2
184 

52,804 Tea. 
2,633 2,633 

213,460 213,460 ,, 15,772 
56,910 56,910 ,, 3,305 
9,730 9,730 ,, 665 
212 212 15 

22,377 25,173 ,, 38 3,966 

.......... 

55,714 55,714 ,, 3,038 
124,744 126,216 ,, 20 7,862 15,872 
2,381 2,381 ,, 120 
373 373 ,, 28 
225 225 ,, 70 
202 202 , 50 

12,176 12,176 ,, 3,341 
6,542 6,542 ,, 1,731 
2,488k 2,488k ,, 713 
93,485 93,485 ,, 28,955 
3,325 3,325 ,, 809 
16,155 16,155 ,, 3,040 
5,396 5,396 ,, 200 N. 0 acco 

r cigam 10,408 10,408 ,, 3,575 44,37 
277 277 ,, 58 

.......... 

7,196 7,196 ,, 834 
190 190 ,, 16 
1,560 1,560 100 
3,614 3,614 ,, 450 
504 504 ,, 45 
1,075 1 1,075 ,, 470 J 
2401 240,, 45 
100 100 ,, 20 

220 438 J ISnuff. .,,.,,.. 
485 485 ,, 105 I 
605 605 ,, - 35 J 

I 
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EXPORTS - 

QUANTITIES. 

ARTICLES. 
COUFTEIES 

T'aoasjca AND MeNUPLCTURES OF THE CoLoar. 
TO WHICH EXPORTED. 

In BritishIn Foreign 
Vessels. Vessels. TOTAL. 

Tasmania .......................... 372 J 372 cwt. 
520 520 

33,651 2,718 36,369 
Tallow 20 20 ......................... 

Mauritiu'; ................................. 
Great Britain ................... 

1 1 
Victoria................................ 

217 217 
South Sea Islands ....................... 
New Zealand ........................ 

70 70 
(, 
South Australia ....................... 

5 5 

9 9 cases 
Tinwa• re 

I 
.................... 

Holland ..........................................

Victoria .............. ................... 
Tas mania ................................................. 

 Great Britain ................................................ 

1 1 cask 
• 

New Zealand .................... 
1 1 

iifl• 
South Australia ........................ 
I Victoria ........................ 

South Sea Islands ............................................ 

........................1 
Tasmania., ........ 

.................................. 

........ .............. 

Toys ........................ Victoria..................................  

New Zealand ................................................... 

........ ... ............... 
South Sea Islands ............................................... 

Victoria ........................ 

New Zealand ................................................... 

Type ...................... .... 
Tas mania ....................................................... 

......... 

Twine and Thread 

New Zealand .................................................... 
Great Britain .................................................... 

........................ 

............... Victoria.......................................................... South Sea Islands ............................................... 

Tarpaulins .................... IGreat 
New Zealand ................................................... 

Britain ................................................... 
New Zealand ................................................... 

Turps and Varnish ............ ... New Zealand .................I 
Victoria......................................................... 

South Australia 
................................ 

.................... 

................................................. 
Trunk'; ..........................

Umbrellas
{ 

South Sea Islands ............................................... 

:::::::::::: :::::::::::::::: 
Victoria ........................ 

Vinegar ......................... 
......... 

I 

South Sea Islands ............................................ 
.................... 

Watches and Clocks .......... . 

New Zealand ............................................... 
Tas mania .................................................. 

( 
Victoria.................................................... 

Woolpacks ..................... New  Zealand ::::::::::::::::::  
South Australia 

Whale bone ...................... Great Britain 

New Zealand .............................................. 

9 cwt. 

Tas mania .................................................. 

9 9 pkgs. Whale-fin ........................ 

............................................ 

5 5 bales loloth ............ ... 

Great Britain ...................... 
Tas mania .......................... 

6 6 Victoria ........................ ......... 
7 7 

Woollens Carpets .......... ........ 
New Zealand ........................... 

....... 

tFlannel 

Victoria ........................ ..........  
New Zealand ........................................... 

........ 
.............. 

Great Britain .......................................... 
New Zealand .......................................... 
Great Britain .......................................... 

157 
140 

157 pkgs. 
140 Woodenware ..................... 

Victoria.............................. 
New Zealand ........................ 

12 12 cases 
Whitin 5 g ..................... 

South Australia ........................ 

1. 
I 

South Sea Islands .................................... 

102 102 gallons 

Victoria............................................. 

Tasmania .......................... 
764 281 1,045 

Ne w Zealand ...................................... 

Great Britain ..................... 
3,278 3,278 Victoria............................. 
20 20 South Sea Islands ..................... 

U
New 157 157 Zealand ........................ 

Wine 
nited States ........................................... 

2 2 South Australia ........................ 
Holland.................................  50 
Suez ................................................. 

Bombay ........................ 

Hong Kong ........................................... 
Calcutta ............................................. 

t. 
Gua m ................................................. 

....................... 

Wool 

West Indies ........................................... 
Great Britain .................. 16,175,120 504,381 16,679,501 lbs. 
Victoria ............. . ...... ......... 2,100 2,100 
Holland .................................... 362,600 362,600 

ITasmania 

........................... 

Great Britain ................................................... 
Zinc 

....................................................... 

Victoria......................................................... 
South Sea Islands ............................................... 
INew 
South Australia .................................................. 

Zealadd ................................................... 
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- Continued. 

QUANTITIES. VALUE IN STERLING. 

BRITISH,
NOREIGN, AND 

I BRITISH, 
PRODUCE AND T'OREION, AND VON. OS 

TOTAL. Colo-  l 
ARTICLES. 

nial 
ADD MANU- 

TUNES of the 
Colony. AND MANU- 

ToTAi FOR THE VALUE 

SACTURES. FACTURES. 

372ewt 752 
£ 

520  1,040 
36,369  79,604 
20 40 
1 ,, 3 82,134 Tallow. 217 ,, 526 
70 ,, 161 
5,, 8 

.......... 

4 4cases 5) 
170 179 ,, 15 250 

4 
71 7 

4 
100 

145 
,, 

146 ,, 
42 

18 338 
f 783 Tinware. 

26 26,, 5 10 
164 
6 

164 
6,, 

311 
205 in. 

1 1,, 10 
21 
2 

21 ,, 
2 ,, 

375 
16 431 Toys. 

4 4,, 30 
........... 

4 4 55 
45 45  6 1 6  1,032 Type 71  71 ,, 361 3 2 2 100 
69 6 

1,149 ......... ..Twine and Thread. 
29 29  1 2 3  
11 
12 

liNo 
12 ,, 

220 
103 323 Tarpaulins. 

548 548 gallons 211 
240 210  6 6  337 Turps and Varnish. 200 200 ,, 60 
17 17 No 62 62 Trunks. 4 4cases 200 
10 10 ,, 300 500 

............ 

Umbrellas. 
500 500 gallons 59 
70 70 12 285 Vinegar. 1,179 1,179 ,, 214 
4 4cases 12 
14 
19 

14 ,, 
19 

295 
281 j 

Watches and Clocks. 
1 
88 

,, 
ibale 25 
88 bales 

2,779 Woolpacks. 
8 
68 

8,, 
77 ewt. 

120 

588............. 

400 1,230 1,630 Whale bone. 9 pkgs 150 150 Whale-fin.: Sbales 160 I 23 
40 

29 
47 
 4 1 1 1,213 4,095 rcloth. 
,, 

........ 

462 1,849 

6 :: ::.....: 150 } 
210 Woollens j Carpets. 

17 17 ,, 880 880 
.. 
I 3 

3 
3 ,, 
3cases 

127 
14 

127 
........... 
......... 

(Flannel. 
258 415  3 9 5 738 
719 859 ,, 179 1,520 31011 Woodenware. 
5 5 44 
31 43 ,, 48 73 
88 88 Pkgs........: 

80 
} 

103 Whiting. 
1,654 1,756 gallons 39 921 ) 715 1,760 ,, 645 398 
21,974 25,252  1,741 9,858 
5,804 5,824 ,, 12 2,185 
14,410 14,567 ,, 50 6,240 
120 120 , 62 

Y'i
. >  

' 
23,708 ......... Wine. 

12 1,712 ,, 933 
794 794 ,, 439 
81 81 ,, 62 

.. 

28 28 ,, 14 
60 60 30 
47 47,, 30J 
16,679,501 lbs 1,247,582 
2,100  1 8 0 1,275,067 Wool. 362,600 ,, 27,305 

............ 
1 lease 10 ) 4 4cases 50 
103 103 330 
5 5  6 1  704 '7. Inc.. 
25 25 233 

1,096,541 4,011,952 

J. GIBBES, CoUector. 



No. 28. 

NEW SOIJTII WALES. 

( WHALE FISHERIES —PORT OF SYDNEY.) 

ETURN of the ps and ELS engaged in the FIsHERs that have visited Port Jackson during the last Ten Years; distinguishing those that are Colonial, British, or Foreign, with 
the Tonnage of each description, and Estimated Value of the Cargoes disposed of by the last mentioned class for payment for Repairs, Refitting, and Refreshment. 

DESCRIPTION OF VESSELS. DlsscsuPTIoN AND VALUE OF Cutoo DISPOSED OF 

YEARS BY Fosrnio Snips. 
CoLoNIAL. Biurisii. FOREIGN. 

Number. Tonnage. Number. Tonnage. Number. Tonnage. Sperm Oil. Black Oil. Whalebone. VAruE. 

Tuns Tuns Cwt £ 

1848 26 6,103 1 267 37 11,203 158 8j 5 4,340 

1849 17 4,023 1 430 24 7,417 257 170 40 10,417 

1850 14 3,313 3 952 25 7,434 57 63 2,208 

1851 20 4,556 1 164 12 3,710 439 3 268 17,923 

1852 23 5,676 4 1,169 2 689 32 780 

1853 7 1,338 ... 

1851 5 958 1 280 10 480 

1855 13 2,504 2 702 18 10 1,760 

1856 25 4,883 6 1,789 

1857 20 4,417 10 3,191 59 1 4,320 

J. GIBBES, 
Collector of Customs. 
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No. 29. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

(I MPORTS.) 

RETURN of the Value of IMPORTS into the Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, 

inclusive. 

YEAR. 
FROM GREAT Faoi BrnTIs 

BEITAIN. New I 

COLONIES.1 FROM 
- I SOUTH SEA 
I 

Elsew 
ISLANDS. 

here. 
Zealand.  

FROM 
FROM UNITED 
FISHERIES. STATES OF 

AMERICA. 

FROM 
FOREIGN 
STATES. 

TOTALS. 

- 

1848 840,743 8,982. 139,988 2,642 73,715 2,065 114,739 1,182,874 

1849 1,014,387 25,244 107,095 3,202 44,516 3,961 115,384 1,313,589 

1850 1,070,511 12,385 61,210 81,827 11,052 8,143 138,285 1,333,413 

1851 1,152,421 15,609 174,250 6,771 23,033 14,127 177,720 1,563,931 

1852 1,395,091 40,124 134,862 4,501 25,770 29,690 270,398 1,900,436 

1853 4,679,435 90,065 539,114 29,702 15,600 218,795 769,686 6,342,397 

1854 4,354,268 60,650 484,840 47,065 14,611. 146,337 873292 5,981,063 

1855 2,710,267 178,131 301,441 59,3.34 30,780 290,048 1,098,518 4,668,519 

1856 3,475,359 177,698 477,271 59,029 39,020 348,550 884,044 5,460,971 

1857 3,864,901 131,906 1,514,200 41,804 31,434 274,645 870,518 6,729,408 

No. 30. 

(EXPORTS.) 
RETURN of the Value of EXPORTS from the Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, 

inclusive. 

YEAR. 
To GREAT 

BRITAiN. 

To BRITISH COLONIES. 
Soum SEA 
ISLARDS. 

To  To I 
To UNITED 

FISHERIES. STATES OF 
I AMERICA. 

£ £ 

10 
FOREIGN 
STATES. 

TOTALS. 
New 
Zealand. Elsewhere. 

£ £  £ £ £ £ 

1848 901,869 163,938 78,210 6,944 ......... .4,048 1,155,009 

1849 898,854 91,255 76,075 10,160 55,611 3,989 

.  

3,072 

1,135,944 

1850 1,038,340 96,003 97,350 17,537 95 ,473 

.......... 

1,357,784 

1851 1,477,452 94,046 146,805 15,334 33,784 29,491 1,796,912 

1852 3,607,269 74,759 904,271 6,271 5,081 6,388 4,604,034 

1853 2,980,763 236,713 1,245,947 10,928 3,028 45,067 4,523,346 

1854 2,307,609 1370,629 1,254,088 61,025 3,408 53,367 4,050,126 

1855 1,499,792 292,546 997,491 26,373 1,499 8,758 57,671 2,884,130 

1856 1,660,187 320,963 1,269,277 53,624 47 3,628 123,154 3,430,880 

1857 1,987,703 377,165 1,311,545 42,436 15 7,204 285,884 4,011,952 

CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, CHARLES COWPER, 
Sydney, 1st May, 188. f Coloaial Secretary. 



No. 31. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.) 
RETURN of the Value of IIroRrs into, and EXPORTS from the Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 tn 1 R7 

IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 

Articles Articles Articles Articles Articles Articles Articles 

YEAR 
the Produce or the Produce or the Produce 

TOTALS. 
the Produce or the Produce or the Produce  or the Produce 

Manufacture of the Manufacture of other or Manufacture of Manufacture of New Manufacture of the Manufacture of other or Manufacture of 
TOTALS 

United Kingdom. British Dominions. Foreign States. South Wales. United Kingdom. British Dominions. Foreign States. 

£ £ £ £ £ £ 

1848 790,720 52,229 339,925 1,182,874 963,590 114,158 20054 57,207 1,155,009 
1849 900,759 87,892 324,938 1,313,589 964,018 95,789 17,926 58,211 1,135,944 
1850 961,364 30,316 341,733 1,333,413 1,158,858 121,099 15,400 62,427 1,357,784 
1851 1,109,480 77,013 377,438 1,563,931 1,572,654 124,452 20,550 79,256 1,796,912 
1852 1,235,664 97,776 566,996 1,900,436 4,380,272 112,034 34,490 77,238 4,604,034 
1853 3,993,670 287,488 2,061,239 6,342,397 3,500,782 739,927 33,328 249,309 4,523,346 
1854 3,699,623 266,539 2,014,901 5,981,063 2,96,552 762,988 61,187 260,399 4,050,126 
1855 2,569,790 318,836 1,779,893 4,668,519 2,009,850 600,180 47,020 227,080 2,884,130 
1856 3,140,873 333,434 1,986,664 5,460,971 2,132,837 754,649 55,587 487,807 3,430,880 
1857 3,797,350 1,640,520 1,291,538 6,729,408 2,915,411 1,096,541 - 4,011952 

CHARLES COWPER, Sydney, 1st May, 1858. 
Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 32. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(IMPORT OF GRAIN, &c.) 
RETURN of the Quantity and Value of GRAIN, &c., Imported into the Colony of New South Wales, 

from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAB. 
WHEAT. MAIZE. B p - 

OATS&C AND BREAD. RICE. 

----------------- 
POTATOES 
AND 
YAIS. VALUE. 

Bushels. Bushels. Bushels. Pounds. Pounds. Tons. 

33,044 1,283,50 680,960 840 

£ 

25,577 
1848 115,691 

1849 130,599 4,844 48,309 1,831,200 1,525,776 1,104 31,767 
1850 54,070 100 47,635 943,522 640,192 657 16,939 
1851 140,278 560 10,056 8,320,816 5,073,376 1,8691 66,882, 
1852 108,229 755 18,444 4,686,080 1,619,520 1,056 61,259 
1853 24,881 5,585 72,979 25,081,086 2,559,068 2,498 306,319 
1854 53,788 158 100,037 6,855,520 3,351,040 980 232,144 
1855 836,363 5,483 183,985 17,976,000 3,709,440 5,612 717,779 
1856 333,244 534 77,448 36,937,040 4,604,800 2,542 595,019 
1857 260,364 2,335 79,792 23,700,320 2,584,512 3,841k 392,131 

No. 33. 

(EXPORT OF GRAIN, &c.) 
RETURN of the Quantity and Value of GRAIN, &c., Exported from the Colony of New South Wale,, 

from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. 
WHEAT. MAIZE. 0 L E 

AND BREAD. POTATOES. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 1- 1 VALUE; 

Bushels. Bushels. Bushels. Pounds. Tons. 

1848 154 27,058 1,300 490,672 1 
£ 

5,873 
1849 1,240 1,111 1,184,900 12 6,162 
1850 2,693 1,712 19,831 4,715,200 27 21,454 
1851 54,232 30,340 2,155,636 21 22,856 
1852 600 69,214 50,219 7,037,520 24k- 57,094 
1853 81,106 19,445 2,500,000 928 71,303 
1854 45,493 90,070 20,457 10,008,320 2,768 297,419 
1855 15,310 37,015 34,852 1 2,171,008 869 91,644 
1856 3,093 258,880 55,790 1,430,018 1 293j- 84,517 
1857 3,680 151,197 31,383 1,254,400 661k 86,506 

tJ(JLONIAL, OAURITARYS OFFIC11 CHARLES COWPER, Sydney, 1st May, 1858. J Golonial Secretary. 



YEAR. QUANTITY. VALUE. 

1848 6,496 124 

1849 38,332 1,058 

1850 147,952 4,088 

1851 70,140 1,302 

1852 112,000 2,992 

1853 1,300,800 45,796 

1854 902,720 43,879 

1855 800,864 65,072 

1856 14,656 pks. 56,995 

1857 1,173,480 lbs. 50,025 

1134 
No. 34. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 
(IMPORT OF BUTTER AND CHEESE.) 

RETURN of the Quantity and Value of BUTTER and CHEESE Imported into the Colony 
of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

No. 35. 
(EXPORT OF BUTTER AND CHEESE.) 

RETURN of the Quantity and Valuof BUTTER and CHEESE Exported from the Colony 
of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. QUANTITY. VALUE. 

lbs.. £ 

1848 182,530 2,836 

1849 89,824 1,760 

1850 13,212 1,109 

1851 200,789 3,494 

1852 573,328 16,048 

1853 898,688 25,725 

1854 299,640 24,970 

1855 79,990 6,636 

1856 242,032 9,824 

1857 280,908 12,547 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFTIcE, } 
Sydney, 1st May, 1858. 

CHARLES COWPER, 
Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 36. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(IMPORT OF LIVE STOCK.) 
RETURN of LIVE STOCK Imported into the Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 

to 1857, inclusive. 

DESCRIPTION OF STOCK. 

YEAR. HORSES. HORNED CATTLE. SHEEP. GOATS. HOGS. YALUE 

Number. Number. Number. Number. Number. - 

£ 

1848 5 11 240' 

1849 ' 65 123: 

1850 6 10 380. 

1851 4 5 184 510 

1852 6 169 377 

1853 68 68 

1854 8 11 158 550 3,061 

1855 14 4 29 183 4,557 

1856 19 31 74 7 654 5,568 

18571 30 52 75 0,094 

No. 37. 

(EXPORT OF LIVE STOCK.) 
RETURN of LIVE STOCK Exported from the Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 

to 1857, inclusive. 

DESCRIPTION OF STOCK. 

YEAR, HORSES. HORNED CATTLE. SHEEP. GOATS. HOGS. VALUE. 

Number. Number. Number. Number. Numler. 

£ 

1848 1,181 10,208 25,331 39,511 

1849 1,135 763 13,271 17,292 

1850 830 1,498 6,814 52 51 , 15,304 

1851 1,941 071 18,186 23,645 

1852 770 1,178 31,357 9 16,60 

1853 007 6,425 41,151 418 36,779 

1854 1,179 7,491 28,140 422 78,440 

1855 1,282 4,125 28,052 3 75,107 

1856 1,948 2,677 23,103 225 54,744 

1857 1,0-39 558 14,361 20 28,185 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S Orricx, CHARLES COWPER, 
Sydney, 1t May, 1858. 5 Uolonia &eietary. 
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No. 38. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(IMPORT OF SALT MEAT.) 

RETURN of the Quantity and Value of SALT MEAT Imported into the Colony of New South Wales, 
from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. 
BEEF, FOBI, BACON, HAMS, &C. 

- Quantity. 

PRESERVED MEATS. 

-- 
Quantity. 

VALUE. 

£ 

1848 878 casks 361 cases. 2,660 

1849 5' tons. '2 65 cases. 1,061 

1850 . 471 casks. 405 cwt. - 1,649 

1851 267 tons 7 cwt. 97 packages. 3,951 

1852 218 tons. 164 cases. 8,617 

1853 832 tons 131 cwt. 1,324*  cwt. 49,895 

1854 
{ 

295 tons. 
386 barrels. - } 

1,782 cwt. 26,077 

1855 
{ 

149 tons 8 cwt 
11,895 packages. } 

240 packages. 28,800 

1856 10,322 packages. 821 packages. 50,833 

1857 8,408k  cwt. 912 packages. 33,860 

No. 39. 

(EXPORT OF SALT MEAT.) 

RETURN of the Quantity and Value of SALT MEAT Exported from the Colony of New South Wales, 
from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

BEEF, FORK, AND MUTTON., BACON AND HAMS. TONGUES. PRESERVED MEATS. 

YEAR. VALUE. 
Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

£ 
9,060 

5,446 

15,344 

9,099 

17,638 

29,646 

32,220 

22,686 

9,999 

14,426 

2,308 casks. 145 cwt 84 casks 90 casks. 

192 tons 3 cwt. 284 cwt. - 151 casks 370 cases. 

308 tons. 141 cwt. 218 tons. 4,990 cases. 

221 tons 17 cwt. 246 cwt. - 4 Al tons 765 cwt. 

1,121 tons 11 cwt. 3,638 cwt. 2 tons 3 cwt 1,086 cwt. 

913 tons 16 cwt. 2,792 cwt. - 4 tons 19 cwt 1,694 cwt. 

797 tons 17 cwt. 1,594 cwt 382 cwt. 

2,433 casks. 77 packages ................ 1,151 tins. 

2,002 casks. 146 packages. 252 packages 1,350 tins. 

3,314 casks. 236 packages. 20 kegs 46 packages. 

COLONIAL SECBTABY'S Orprea, CHARLES COWPER, 
Sydney, 1st May, 1858. 1 Uolon'ial Secretary. 
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No. 40. 

NEW SOUTh WALES. 

(IMPORT OF HIDES AND LEATHER.) 

ItETURN of the Quantity and Value of HIDES and LEATHER Imported into the Colony of New South 

Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

HIDES. LEATHER. 

YEAR. HORNED CATTLE 
SHEEP AND KANGAROO AND ALL BAND- 

FACTORED. 
ONMANIT 
FACTORED. 

VALUE. 
GOAT. OPOSSUM. OTHER. 

(Boots & Shoes.)  

Quantity. Packages. Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. 

Packages and £ 
Trunks. 

1848 49 pkgs. 624 32 17,440 

1849 29 ,, 89 ,, 907 35 22,043 

1850 311 No 170 bundles. 1,140 No 

. 
1,090 34 22,756 

1851 1,221 No., & 7 cases 109 bales. 
No. 

{and 582cs} 

1 1 2 b al es... 

1,0 67 92 22,807 
ase

1852 500 No 229_bundles. 23,736 No. 500 No 2,630 175 59,271 

1853 639 ,, 303 ,, 172 pkgs. 20 pkgs 8,977 556 232,398 

1854 1,862 ,, 

. .  
. .  

2,243No. 1,050 No. 1,056 No 3,476 107 182,059 

1855 1,201 ,, 3,109 ,, 5,219 ,, 500 ,, 6,737 68 171,971 

1856 3,259 ,, 255 pkgs. 20 ,, 8 , 9,789 107 215,732 

1857 2,921. ,, 7,437 No. 8 cases. 11 cases 16,139 66 409,284 

No. 41. 

(EXPORT OF HIDES AND LEATHER.) 

RETURN of the Quantity and Value of HinEs and LEATHER Exported from the Colony of New South 

Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

HIDES. LEATHER. 

YEAR. HORNED CATTLE. KANGAROO. 
SHEEP AND 

OTR. FACTURED. FAOTURED. 
VALUE.  

(Boots & Shoes.) 
Quantity. 1 Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. 

Packages and £ 
Trunks. 

1848 1,308 tons 1 cwt 1 cask 22 109 tons. 23,668 

1849 3 pkgs 14,760 No 30 1524 ,, 21,353 

1850 1,531 tons 1 case 1 pkg 25 35 tons 6 cwt. 33,114 

1851 1,748 tons 612 No 306 bundles 2 cases 23 
248 tons 36,625 

1852 1,616 tons 9 cwt 1 case 56 ,, 373 1,247 cat. 37,661 

1853 1,5821 tons 34 pkgs 1 case 202 1,427 ,, 41,159 

1854 89,562 No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35 819 pkgs. 44,936 

1855 54,035 ,, 37,390 No 125 594 ,, 42,782 

1856 90,003 ,, 79 pkgs 4 pkge 77 380 ,, 64,638 

1857 107,468 ,, 128 ,, 17 474 ,, 122,653 

CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, CHARLES COWP:ER, - 

Sydney, 1st May, 1858. J 
. Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 42. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(EXPORT OF WOOL.) 

RETURN of the Quantity and Value of WOOL Exported from the Colony of New South 
Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. QUANTITY. VALUE. 

lbs. £ 
1848 12,445,048 683,623 
1849 13,396,525 663,965 
1850 14,270,622 788,051 
1851 15,268,473 828,302 
1852 11,086,974 676,815 
1853 16,358,869 999,896 
1854 18,976,300 1,181,956 
1855 17,671,684 1,078,017 
1856 19,200,341 1,303,070 
1857 17,044,201 1,275,067 

No. 43. 

(EXPORT OF TALLOW.) 

RETURN of the Quantity and Value of TALLOW Exported from the Colony of New South 
Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. QUANTITY. VALUE. 

Cwt. £ 
1848 71,304 102,611 
1849 84,454 149,671 
1850 128,090 167,858 
1851 86,460 114,168 
1852 118,182 146,811 
1853 90,675 134,708 
1854 82,120 164,256 
1855 57,325 123,255 
1856 77,314 137,202 
1857 37,574 82,134 

No. 44. 

(EXPORT OF BARK.) 

RETURN of the Quantity and Value of BARK and EXTRACT OF BARK Exported from thu 
Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. QUANTITY. VALUE. I 

£ 
1848 20 1849 

20 tons ........... 
Nil. ... ... ... Nil. 1850 64 tons .......... 267 

. .  

1851 785 1852 
246 tons .......... 

1 241 tons ........... 344 1853 71 tons .......... 215 1854 5 tons .......... 130 1855 Nil. ... ... ... . Nil. 1856 32 tons ........... 175 1857 22 tons .......... 180 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, ) 
Sydney, lst May, 1858. J 

CHARLES COWPER, 
Colonial Secretary 
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No. 45. 

NEW SOTJTII WALES. 

(IMPORT OF TIMBER.) 
RETURN of the Quantity and Value of TnIRER Imported into the Colony of New South Wales, 

from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. 

DEALS 
AND 

a.%TTENS. 
PINE, &C. . WROUGHT. SHINGLES. LAThS. PALING. 

Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. No. Quantity. Quantity. Tons. 

1848 3,082 No. { } 50 1,765 

1849 6,120  { 
LI2'120 feet 

40,000 6,000 No 71 1,891 

1850 7,244 ,, 
{ai2'353 feet 

} 30,000 20,000  105 2,159 

1851 21,6S7 482,903 feet 
{aI tnai1s} 1,068 pkgs 318,300 58,000 No 36,890 ,, 15 3,721 

1852 13,508 { 
',150,228 feet 
and naiis} 67 ,, 81,000 200 bdls 7,000 ,, ..... 7,829 

1853 { 9890 feet 
1,005,273 feet 

{ 
18.671. 

} 243,215 212,000No. 116 pkgs. 386 88,738 
1854 5,180,000 ,, 1,936,000 feet 284 houses 2,200,000 480 178,783 

5,530,801 ,, ) 1855 242,036 No. 534,677 pkgs. - 
t 

112  1,323,000 854,900No. 237,025 No. 290 134,312 
761 spars J 

1856 396,871 
,, { } 2,050,397 1,514,375,, 282,885  150 90,175 
(5,715,912 feet ) 1857 2,215,667 feet . 8,000 pieces 
[ 164,447 spars ) 3,978,570 178,387,, 746,981  346 409,142 

No. 46. 

(EXPORT OF TIMBER.) 
RETURN of the Quantity and Value of TIMBER Exported from the Colony of New South Wales, 

from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. 

CEDAP.. HARDWOOD, &C. WROUGHT. SHINGLES. LATHS. PALING. 
K AND SFQES. 

VALUE. 

Quantity. Quantity. Quantity. No. No. No. . No. 
1848 863,307 feet 16,150 feet ....... .  £ 

5,591 
18 49 1,269,321  456,980 

............. 

511,140 65,150 3,765 

...75,901 

154,717 12,988 
1850 715,039 ,, 1149,054  115 Houses 92,900 

............ 

12,000 2,180 307,141 17,138 

1851 1,468,658 . { t;is 143,000 318,409 17,462 

1852 1,013,775 ,, 777,119 feet 8,900 61,800 

............. 

5,364 209,092 17,330 

1853 2,945,883 ,, 1,419,557 ,, 

................ 

{3,829pkgs.) 370,064 271S05 98,556 77,005 82,217 

1854 2,887,000 ,, 6,800 uses 
{ and °4° .} - 103,672 62,365 

1855 1,443,202 
,, { 
60
65 829
0:800 
 pces} 

............ 

...... 5,200 32,772 44,777 

1856 2,619,757 " 

..................  

{ : ................ 50,000 

.. 

3,000 59,903 42,333 

198,188 feet 
1857 31047,656 24,500 

855 
 costs 30,000 2,630 239,446 48,734 
and rails) 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFI 0, CHARLES COWPER, 
Spduey, 18t May, 1858. j Uo1ontu1 Secretary. 
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No. 47. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(EXPORT OF OIL, &c.) 

RETURN of the Quantity and Value of OIL, &c, Exported from the Colony of New South 
Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. 

SPERM WieALE. BLACK WHALE. WhALEBONE. SEAL SKINS. 
VALUE. 

Tuns. Tuns. Tons. Cwt Quantity. 

£ 

1848 1,186 196 11 2 4 cases G8,69 

1849 877 57 2 5 5 No 44,093 

1850 576 16 3 15 1 case 28,999 

1851 588 13 66 14 25,877 

1852 891 21 3 4 34,562 

1853 329a 55 14 4 5 pkgs 25,490 

1854 323 4 2 1 1 ,, 2,155 

1855 247 2 ... 20,770 

1836 322 13 ... 25,355 

1857. . 361 33 ... 9 32,306 

No. 4S. 

(EXPORT OF GOLD.) 

RETURN of the Quantity anti Value of Gorn Exported from the Colony of New South 
Wales, from the Year 1851 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. QUANTITY. VALUE. 

ozs. dwts. grs. £ 

1851 144,120 17 16 468,336 

1852 818,751 IS 17 21660,946 

1853 548,052 19 21 1,781,172 

18.54 237,910 13 23 773,209 

1855 64,384 14 3 209,250 

1856 42,463 17 1 138,007 

( 48,982 6 0 17,249 
187 Coin 198 boxes 790601 

This Return includes a large portion of Gold brought from the ncihhoitring Colony of Victoria, but the 
quntity cannot be accurately asccrtjined. 

1857.—The following Coin Exported in addition to the above, viz. :— 
(Gold Con 29 Boxes .........£ 117,598 

British, Foreign, and other Colonial Silver do. I Box .........200 
Copper do. 3 Boxes ........... 5 1 2, 

making a Total Value of Coin,'Gold Dust, &c., Exported in 1857, of £1,102,160. 
From 15 February, 1857, a Duty of 2s. 6d. per oz. Trow, has bc?n charged upon all Gold Exported, 
except assyed Duty paid Gold issued from the Branch lh'yal Mint Sydney, Coined Gold issued 
from the Royal Mint at London, or of the Branch thereof at Sydney, or of any Foreign State, 
Articles of Plate, Jewelery, or ornament actually worn upon the person, or made elsewhere than 
in the Colony. (ITI45 Act of Parliament of New South Wales, 20 Victoria, No. 17.) 

Amount of Duty paid in 1857, .4,066 9s. Sd. 
N.B.—No account of Coin Exported previous to 1857. 

C0LóNI.4L SECRETARY'S OsFIcE, 1. CHARLES COWPER, 
8yd7tay ist May, .1858. 5 .. c101 &wCtar1/. 



No. 49, 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(SHIPPING INWARDS,) 

RETUiN of the Number and Tonnage of VESSELS ENTERED INWARDS in the Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

From British Colonies. 
FroM 

Great Britain. 
 Fro m 
South Sea Islands. From Fisheries. From United 

States of America. 
From 

Foreign States. 
TOTALS. I 

YEAR. New Zealand. Elsewhere. 

No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 

1818 .' 71 34,309 106 23,877 233 45,173 23 2,695 63 17,473 1 400 30 7,753 527 131,686 

1849 105 54,641 68 15,732 134 25,792 20 2,804 47 13,226 40 9,769 414 121,964 

1850 90 48,776 79 14,474 94 19,293 22•  2,755 38 10,432 60 17,848 38 12,607 421 126,185 

1851. 73 40,867 80 17,577 191 40,190 40 5,643 33 8,430 72 20,473 64. 19,822 553 153,002 

1852 111 71,307 66 12,858 381 68,059 32 3,002 30 7,433 51 16,846 50 17,261 721 197,366 

1853 208 125,054 74 15,637 598 144,777 24 3,676 7 1,814 46 17,321 91 28,573 1,048 336,852 

1854 206 123,817 115 32,395 542 153,953 57 9,814 6 1,238 29: 11,136 103 44,574 1,058 376,927 

1855 134 97,617 136 27,368 652 159,009 46 6,884 15 3,206 56 22,007 113 37,237 1,152 353,323 

1856 106 87,771 123 22,809 728 154,235 33 4,307 31 6,672 32 15,532 90 30,353 1,143 321,679 

1857 132 113,436 94 . 14,193 716 170,337 28 3,437 . 30 . 7,608 28 14,212 72 28,190 1,100 351,413 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, CHARLES COWPER, 
8,dne,q, l,e€ May, 1858. Colonial Secretary. 

4 



No. 50. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(SHIPPING OUT WARDS.) 

1ETtTRN of the Number and Tonnage of VESSELS ENTERED OUTWARDS, in the Colony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

To 
To British Colonies. 

To 
0 'islieries. 

To United To TOTALS, 
Great Britain. South Sea Islands. States of Arnerie. Foreign States. 

YEAR. New Zealand. Elsewhere. 

No. No. Tons. No. Tons. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 

1848 51 21,468 143 34,349 186 42,959 31 5,316 57 16,039 ... 31 12,097 499 132,228 

1840 49 23,232 76 10,052 145 37,616 25 3,706. 46 13,832 1  46 10,385 60 23,324 447 131,147 

1850 47 24,681 105 22,364 144 38,227 27 4,018 43 27,508 86 27,804 54 32,100 506 176,762 

1851 54 26,694 77 13,920 201 41,821 32 5,513 33 9,658 26 9,47 80 31,957 503 139,020 

1852 49 26,388 64 12,708 471 95,749 27 3,872 20 5;557 18 5,602 52 27,084 701 176,960 

1853 72 45,489 102 24,743 053 146,834 45 7,939 5 1,254 12 5,088 172 110,193 1,061 341,540 

1854 61 44,640 114 25,354 614 198,941 60 9,616 8 2,003 20 6,605 235 122.321 1,112 409,489 

1855 44 28,627 147 27,541 734 217,691 64 0,708 17 3,110 1 30 8,787 149 07,018 1,185 1 362,482 

1856 41 30,710 136 27,877 805 192,470 43 6,1$5 25 5,271 15 5,007 154 68,043 1,219 336,113 

1857 38 33,060 102 14,979 834 216,090 37 5,94 29 7,459 0 5,178 155 04,087 1,204 377,147 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, ' CHARLES COWPI'll4, 

,'yduejj, 1st May, 1858. f Ur,lo'iat Secretary. 



No. 51. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(VESSELS INWARDS.) 
No. 1.-NUMBER, TONNAGE, and CREWs of VESSELS ENTERED at PORTS in the Colony of New South Wa'es, frum each Country, in the Year 1857. 

BRITISH. FOREIGN. ' TOTAL. 
COUETRIES WhENCE  

WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. WITII CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. ARRIVED. 
Vessel,. Tons. Crows. Vessels. Tons. Crews, Vessels. Tons. Crews. lVessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crows. Vessels. Tons, Crews. Vessels. Tons. CCCWF. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews, 

100 83,453 8,370 3 2,300 96 103 85,753 3,466 29 27,683 733 29 37,5831 738 129 111,136 4,103 3 2,300 96 132 113,436 4,204 

British Possessions.. 465 116,6571 8,987 316 56,910 2,636 781 178,567 11,623 24 8,493 840 5 2,470 83 29 10,963 423 489 125,150 0,327 321 59,380 2,719 810 184,530 12,046 

Great Britain ........ 

South Sea Islands .. 18 2,100 155 2 856 16 20 2,456 171 8 981 61 8 981 61 26 3,081 216 2 356 16 28 8,437 232 

................... 

1 130 Tahiti 

 5 h 2 1 4 2. 3 2 276 2: ::x: 

.................... 

lxii :11 2: 7 1, 6: 9: 

19 4,220 449 1 197 24 20 4,417 473 1(1 3,191 270 10 3,191 270 29 7,411 719 1 197 24 30 7,608 743 

United Statc ..... 8 3,262 117 8 3,262 117 20 10,950 319 

................... 

20 10,9501 819 28 14,212 488 28 14,212 435 

1 383 18 1 383 18 1 883 18 

................ 

1 383 18 

Fisheries .............. 

2 1,018 39 

................ 

................. 

2 1,018 39 2 1,018 89 2 1,018 39 

Antwerp, (Belgium.) 2 1,108 84 2 1,108 34 2 1,108 34 2 1,108 34 

Breme

Hamburgh 

................. 

4 1,315 73 4 1,315 73 4 1,315 73 4 1,315 73 

............ 

Cadiz

n 4 2,187 73 4 2,187 73 4 2,187 73 4 2,187 73 

Fr a n c e ....................................... 

1 251 9 1 251 9 1 251 9 1 251 9 

Chili ............... 5 1,086 48 

H oll a n d .................................... 

........................ 

5 1,086 48 3 1,168 48 3 1,168 48 8 2,254 96 

.................. 

.................. 

8 2,254 96 

Valparaiso ......... 1 145 8 

....................... 

1 145 8 2 934 28 

............... 

............... 

2 934 28 3 1,079 

.................. 

3 1,079 36 

, ( S p ai n)............................... 

............................... 

............. 

1 180 9 

............... 

............... 

1 180 9 1 180 

.................. 

......... 

1 180 9 

Callao ............ 1 389 13 

............... 

1 889 13 1 389 

.................. 

................. 

1 389 13 

2 402 22 

P e r u .............................. 

............. 

2 402 22 

............... 

............... 

2 402 

36................. 

9.................. 

, 13................. 

2 402 22 Java .................

Sourabaya 1 120 7 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 120 7 1 724 21 

............... 

1 724 21 2 844 2 844 • 28 

12 71046 243 12 7,046 243 11 6,062 187 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

............... 

11 6,062 187 23 13,108 

22................. 

28................. 

23 13,108 430 Manila .............. 

China .............. 3 768 

. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  

3 768 32 4 1,123 

......... 

4 8 ......... 

4 1,123 48 7 1,891 80 

430................ 

............... 7 1,891 80 

TOTAL....... 639 220,180 8 O5 

3 2........ 

6017 S07 964 280,39787 46 258 5j 

.........

27O 8136 71 ,016 241 770 28826 
38H0 

8 2 0 0 3541328 



No. 52, 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 
(VESSELS OUTWARDS.) 

No. 2.-NUMBER, TONNAGE, and CREwS of VESSELS CLEARED at PORTS in the Colony of New South Wales, to each Country, in the Year 1857. 

BRITISH. FOREIGN. TOTAL. 

COUNTRIES 

TO WHICII DEPARTED. WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. 

Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. 

1,504 Great Britain ........ 34 29,001 1,354 2 2,198 87 36 31,199 1,441 2 1,861 63 2 1,861 63 33 30,862 1,417 2 2,198 87 38 33,060 

British PosseSsions.. 795 180,303 11,506 105 3,452 1,490 900 216,755 12,996 19 5,511 213 17 

.......... 

8,803 277 36 14,314 490 814 185,814 11,719 122 45,255 1,7671 936 231,069 13,486 

South Sea Islands 24 4,129 226 9 745 74 33 4,874 300 3 376 24 1 144 6 4 520 30 27 4,505 250 10 889 80 37 5,394 330 

FrenehPossessions 13 2,121 111 13 2,131 111 3 428 31 3 428 31 16 2,549 142 16 2,549 342 

7 1,254 150 10 2,417 238 17 3,671 388 9 3,065 235 3 

........... 

723 74 12 3,788 309 16 4,319 385 13 

........... 

3,140 312 29 7,459 697 Fisheries ............

United States 5 1,971 77 5 1,971 77 3 1,366 52 1 1,841 40 4 3,207 92 8 3,337 129 1 1,841 40 9 5,178 169 

1 403 15 1 403 15 1 403 15 1 403 15 

1 280 12 ..., 1 280 12 3 1,388 53 3 941 39 6 2,329 92 4 1,668 65 3 941 39 7 2,609 104 Chili ................ 

Callao .. .......... 1 1,170 39 27 22,753 675 28 23,923 714 1 664 17 23 20,677 521 24 21,341 538 2 1,834 56 50 43,430 1,196 52 45,264 1,252 

2  1,298 39 2 1,298 39 2 1,298 39 2 1,298 39 

3 627 24 1 708 31 4 1,335 55 4 2,115 74 8 4,209 152 12 6,324 226 7 2,742 98 9 4,917 183 16 7,659 281 

.. 

6 

......... 

......... 

4,778 160 6 4,778 4 2,538 77 4 2,538 77 10 7,316 237 10 7,316 237 

7 8,128 120 

A nt wer p ............................. 

19 11,251 394 26 14,379 514 2 1,143 50 14 

........... 

8,896 256 16 10,039 306 9 4.271 3,70 33 

............ 

20,147 650 42 24,118 820 

Batavia ............. 

Java ........................................ 

2 460 21 2 460 

............ 

2 460 21 2 460 21 
Guam ................

Lombock ........... 

Manila .................... 160........... 

1 428 14 1 498 

............ 

1 428 14 1 428 14 
Ti m or ........................................ 

1 350 11 1 350 11 1 

21 ............ 

14 ............ 

350 1 350 11 

3 1,630 64 

Macassar .............................. 

2 603 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

34 6 2,233 98 

........... 

3  1,630 64 2 

11......... 

603 34 5 2,233 98 China................. 

TOTAL ....... 225,614 13,683 181 81,905 3,183 1,074 307,519 16,866 51 18,670 838 79 

.................... 

50,958 1,516 130 69628l 2,354 944 244,284 14,521 260 132,663 893 4,699 1,04 377,147 19,220 
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No. 53. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(VESSELS INWARDS.) 

No. 3.-NUMBER, TONNAGE, and CREWS of VESSELS of each Nation ENTERED at Ports in the Colony of 
New South Wales, in the Year 1857. 

ENTERED. 
NATIONALITY OF  

VESSELS. WITH CAEGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. 

Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. 

158 111,639 5,666 35 12,233 445 193 123,892 6,111 British Possessions 481 108,541 7,814 290 47,964 2,362 771 156,505 10,176 
3 486 32 .... ..  .. 3 483 32 

Great Britjiu ............... 

Poit de Franee (N. Caledoula) 1 98 10 .. ..  .. 1 98 10 
1 75 6 .... .. 1 75 6 

Tahiti ........................ 

59 36,062 1,156 2 784 2.2 61 36,846 1,178 
Apia (Navigators) ............
United States ............... 

13 5,011 205 .... 13 5,011 205 France ..................... 
Stettin (Prussia).............2 . 1,043 32 .... ..  .. 2 1,043 32 Holland ................... 12 7,829 272 2 1,431 50 14 9,260 322 
Denmark ..................1 
Swede., .. 8 

148 8 
4,173 130 

.... 1 148 8 
m 

. 

6 
1,340 49 

.... 
1 
.. 
255 11 

8 4,173 
5 1,595 

130 
60 Hamburgh ................ 6,228 256 .... .. 16 6,228 256 

.................. 

6 3,765 113 .... .. 6 3,765 113 

Eden (Hanover) ...........4 

Icristiaristad (Russia) 1 

. 

780 25 .. ..  .. 1 780 25 
Breinea ................... 

1 380 12 .... .. 1 380 12 Chili ....................... 
Valparaiso ................. 2 739 39 .... 2 739 39 
Pern ........................ 1 389 13 .... 1 389 13 

TOTAL ........... 770 288,726 15,838 330 62,687 2,890 1,100 351,413 18,728 

No. 54. 

(VESSELS OUTWARDS.) 

No. 4.-NUMBER, TONNAGE, and CREWS of VESSELS of each Nation CLEARED at Ports in the Colony of 
New South Wales, in the Year 1857. 

CLEAR El). 
NATIONALITY OF  

VESSELS. WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. 

Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels; Tons. Crews. 

109 57.503 2,738 89 64,881 2,261 . 198 122,384 4,999 Great Britain ............... 
Britis}ipossessjo,,s........... 784 168,111 10,945 92 17,024 . 922 876 185,135 11,867 French Possessions 2 309 24 .... .,.. .. .. 2 309 24 

24 7,357 388 35 28,492 760 59 35,849 1,148 
3 1,134 46 8 3,175 116 11 4,309 162 

United States ................... 
.... .... 2 1,028 30 2 1,028 30 

France .......................... 
Prussia ............................ 

5 3.553 120 7 4,660 156 12 8,213 276 
1 403 15 .... .... .... 1 403 15 

Holland ........................ 

1 148 8 .... ..,. .. .. 1 148 8 
Antwerp ........................ 
Denmark ....................... 

1 251 9 6 3,493 113 7 8,746 122 Sweden ....................... 
Norway .................... ...... .... .... 2 1,222 32 2 1,222 32 

3 -921 41 2 673 23 5 1,594 64 Hanover .................... 
6 2,323 88 17 8,913 286 23 10,536 374 Germany ..................... 
5 2,271 99 .. .. .. .. .... 5 2,271 99 Chili........................ 

TOTAL .......... 944 244,284 14,521 260 132,863 4,699 1,204 377,147 19,220 



No. 55. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(VESSELS INWARDS.) 
No. 5 -TOTAL NUMBER, TONNAGE, and CREWS of VESSELS, ENTERED at each PORT in the Colony of New South Wales, in the Year 1857. 

NAMES OF PORTS, 

BRITISH. FOREIGN. TOTAL. 

WITH CARGOES. I IN BALLAST. TOTAL. WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. 

Vessels. Tons.,  Crews. iVessels. 

51 

2 

2 

270 

Tons. ICrews. jVeseele.  Tone,  Crews. Vessels.: Tons. 1 Crews. Vessels. 1 Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. I Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels.! Tons. I Crews. 

792 295,756 16,181 

12 6,265 281 

6 1,414 87 

290 47,978 2,179 

Sydfley .............610 

Moreton Bay 

Eden (Twofold Bay) 

211,545 .  

8 5,037 

4 995 

17 1 2,603 

13,0761

219 

68 

117 

15,150 729 

312! 30 

419 19 

1, 44,336 2,029 

661 

10 

6 

287 

226,695 

5,349 

1,414 

46,939 

13,805 

249 

87 

2,146 

129 67,630 

2 9161 

........... 

2,326 2 1,431 

32 .., ...... 

3 1,039 

50 

33 

131 69,061 

2 916 

3 1,039 

2,376 

32 

33 

739 279,175 

10 6,9531 

4 995 

17 2,GO3 

15,402 53 

2511 2 

68 2 

117 273 

16,581 779 

312 30 

419: 19 

45,375, 2,062 Newcastle ............

TOTAL 639 220,180 13,480 395 60,217: 2,807 964 280397l  16,287 131 68,546 2,358 5 2,470 83 136 7 ,O16 2,441 770 1288,726115,838 330 62,6871 2,890 1,100 351,413L18728 

No.56. 

(VESSELS OUTWARDS.) 
No. 6.-TOTAL NUMBER, TONNAGE, and C1EwS of VESSELS CLEARED at each PORT in the Colony of New South Wales, in the Year 1857. 

BRITISH. FOREIGN. TOTAL. 

NAMES OF PORTS. WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. TOTAL. WITH CARGOES. IN BALLAST. I TOTAL. WITH CARGOES. - IN BALLAST. TOTAL. 

Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews.1e1s.Tons. Crews. Vessels. Crews. els.I Crews. Vessels.  Crews. Vessels. l Tons. Crews. 

11,036 

Vessels. I Tons. I Crews. Vessels. 

256 128,999 4,586 781 

Tons. 

297,714 

C_.ews. 

15,622 Sydney ............. 481 152,433 10,277 177 78,041 3,070 658230,474 13,347 44 16,282 759 79 50,958 1,516 123 67,240 2,275 525 168,715 

Moreton Bay 7 3,923 155 2 1,576 55 91 5,499 210 2 916 32 2 916 32 9 4,839 187 2 1,576 55 11 6,415 242 

Eden (Twofold Bay) 19 4,472 318 19 4,472 

. . . . . . . . . .  

.  .  .  .  .  19 4,472 318 19 4,472 318 

386 64,786 2,933 

. . . . . . . .  

2 2,288 58: 388 67,074 

318 ................. 

2,991 5 .. 47247 ........ 

. . . . . .  

.. 5 1,479' 47, 391 66,258 2,980 2 2,288 8, .393 68,t46 3,038 Newcastle ............

TOTAI ...... 3,183 451966 14,521 .35, G14 13,683 181 05 51 1870 838 79 150,958 1,516 0 2854 944 1214
1
284 

J. GIBBES, 
Collector of UU8tOfll. 
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No. .57. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(VESSELS REGISTERED.) 
RETURN of the Number of VESSELS BUILT AND REGISTERED in the Colony of New South 

Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857. inolusivo. 

YEAR. 
VESSELS BUILT. VESSELS REGISTERED. 

Number. Tons. Number. Tons. 

148 26 . 1,281 87 6,618 
1849 35 1,720 109 7,551 
1850 36 1,605 99 7,783 
1851 24 939 97 9,181 
1852 23 1,582 131 13,138 
1853 16 808 190 22,702 
1854 33 1,952 188 24,221 
1855 33 2,804 138 15,344 
1856 24 839 86 9,409 
1857 10 304 . 45 4,471 

No. 58. 
(COAL.) 

RETURN of the Number of COAL MINES, and of the Quantity and Value of COAL produced 
from the same, from the Year 1849 to 1857. inclusive. 

YEAR. No. Qucrxiv VALUE 

1849 6 48,516k 14,647 
1850 9 71,216k 23,375 15 6 
1851 10 67,610 25,546 8 6 
1852 10 67,404 36,885 2 0 
1853 13 96,809 78,059 . 0 0 
1854 12 116,642 119,380 8 0 
1855 14 137,076 89,082 18 0 
1856 11 189,960 117,906 17 7 
1857 17 210,434 148,158 5 6 

1S9.-.-1 
1850.-It No Return of Produce. 
1851.-.j 

2 Not Worked. 
18d6.-2 Do. 

No. 59. 
(LAND SALES.) 

RETURN of the Amounts received from the SALE OS' CaOWN LANDS in the Colony of New 
South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857. jne,lusivo 

YEAR. 
AMOUNT. 

TOTAL AMOUNT. 
. 

General Revenue. Territorial Revenue. 

1848 
£ s. 
600 0 

d 
0 

£ s 
7,024 6 

d 
6 

£ s. 
7,624 6 

d. 
6 

1840 7,073 6 0 13,040 6 3 20,113 12 3 1850 11,733 0 0 22,024 6 11 33,757 6 11 
1851 21,369 10 5 43,056 7 1 64,425 17 6 1852 11,740 1 8 44,067 19 6 55,808 1 2 1853 41,616 19 2 169,418 12 7 211,035 11 9 1854 32,596 16 8 286,936 13 2 319,533 9 10 
1855 * 55,434 4 11 215,202 7 8 270,636 12 7 1856 I-  245,555 2 5 245,555 2 5 1857 t210,333 17 3 210,333 17 3 

* of this Amount, £45,205 14s. lid.-" Consolidacd Revenue Fund." 
t Consolidated Revenue Fund. -. 

COLONIAL SECRETAItY'S OFFIcE, 
CHARLES COWPER, iSjdney, 1st .ilky, 1858. 

Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 60. 

NEW SOUTH VALES 

(MORTGAGES ON LAND.) 

RETURN of the Number and Amount of MORTGAGES ON LAND, 
Registered in the Colony of New 

South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

LENT ON TOWN LANDS. UsT ON C0UIsTRY LARDS. I L N D TOTALS. 

Number Number 
of 

-  
Amount. 

Nu mber 
of - Amount. 

Number 
of Amount. 

of Amount. 
Mortgagee tlortgagcS Mortgages 

llortgageo 

- £ s. d. £ s. d. £ .3. d. 

196 
£ s. d. 

110,501 6 9 103 70,572 13 4 8 21,572 10 6 307 202,646 10 7 

211 74,135 0 5 150 82,719 6 8 15 41,625 4 0 376 198,479 11 1 

184 83,890 15 0 112 50,873 7 6 14 7,258 8 0 - 310 142,022 10 6 

249 86,438 ii 2 100 49,836 3 5 10 8,127 18 1 359 144,402 12 8 

233 12006 17 0 83 58,363 19 10 9 7,037 19 1 330 186,008 16 11 

- 340 236,346 6 0 113 117,052 13 2 7 27,551 0 0 460 3S0,949 19 2 

514 521,170 9 0 170 194,015 2 11 8 14,244 0 0 692 729,459 11 11 

616 546,425 15 9 282 251,551 14 9 18 19,044 16 3 916 817,022 6 9 

688 434,815 14 6 244 210,627 10 S 42 34,701 16 10 974 - 680,145 2 0 

824 509,447 11 0 333 181,641 -17 3 11 12,300 0 0 1,168 703,389 8 1 

No. 61. 
(PREFERABLE LIENS ON WOOL. MORTGAGES ON LIVE STOCK.) 

RETURN of the Number and Amount of Preferable LIENS ON 
Woon and of MORTGAGES ON LIVE 

STOCK, Registered in 
the COlony of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

PREFERABLE LIENS ON WOOS. 
MORTGAGES ON LIVE STOCII. 

-  
YEAR. Number Number umber 

Number Number of Number 

- of of Amount of Lions. of of horned of Amount Lent. 
----------------- 

Lienq. Sheep. 
 Mortgages. Sheep. Cattle. I-TorSoS. - 

£ s. d. 
 

2,056 219,756 15 8 
1848 240 1,378,180 108,892-  2 11 205 1,118,762 84,411  

1849 - 211 1,154,468 84,692 18 3 213 1,132,466 72,892 1,747 161,553 5 11 

1850 187 1,148,344 82,731 0 0 163 639,765 54,481 770 118,987 0 1 

1851 192 1,069,981 85,110 2 2 158, 763,180 75,668 1,137 193,126 2 6 

1852 69 917,170 79,610 3 11 101 557,208 55,223 1,103 129,958 19 7 

1853 89 676,298 1 77,124 8 2 113 664,338 67,560 1,150 285,559 12 0 

1854 85 944,061 122,354 4 6 165 1,444,370 - 157,107 1,506 1,055,199 3 7 

1855 107 1,254,059 180,549 5 1 217 17190,516 169,979 2,063 847,076 17 0 

1856 105 - - 1,055,249 160,162 8 9 196 1,285,191 188,561 3,548 818,938 3 4 

1857 105 1,051,485 167,127 1.3 10 175 940,360 135,334 3,141 653,461 12 1 

----------- ----- -- -- 
N.E.-Wbefl any sum has been secured both by a Lien on the Wool andby a Mortgage of the Sheep, the amount is included under the head 

of Mortgages Only. 
CIIPJSTOPIIER ROLLESTOX, 

Registrar General. 

Registrar General's Office, 
iSydney, 3oat  January, 1817. 

In transmitting to you the Returns required by your Circular of the Cud November laot, I do myself the honor to observe, that in Sia, - - 
the Return of the Number of Sheep and Amount of Money advanced under the Lien Act, it would appear as it an 0dditional suns was advanced 
each subsequent year upon that mentioned to have been advanced the year previous, it must, however, be borne in mind, that as the Lien 

Act only autborioes an advance to be made on the cneuthtg clip 
of Wool, the Lient are renewable every year, and that, consequently, the same 

Sheep and Money may be included in one year as that 
 mentioned for the previous yesr. The same remark may aloo apply to the Morigages 

of Sheep, Cattle, and horses, as the Mortgages are generally made redeemable a tweleenionth from the date thereof. 
in 
 the Return of the Amount scoured by Mortgages of real Estate, however, the repaymeit of the amount to, upon an average, 

, and that, consequently. in the lleturn under this head, the same money may have been ct-lent, 
equired to be made every three or four years and re-secured, three times during the period (ten years) included in this Return. iJnder there circumstances, I have not given 

a General 

Total of the Amount, as it might lead to a false conclusion. 
In other respects, t beg to observe, the accompanying Returns are correct. a I have the honof to be, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant. 

WILLIAM CAttIER, 
Registrar General. 

TUB HONORABLE THE Cos.oaMa SECEOTART  
&o., &c., &c. - 

YEAR. 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 
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No.62. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(CONVICTIONS.) 

RETURN of the Number of CoNvicTioNs in the Supreme Court and Courts of Quarter 
Sessions of New South Wales, from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

FELoNIEs. - MISDEMEANORS. 
Total 

YEAR, 
Courts of 

Number of 
Su )rerne Courts of reme Convictions. 
Court. Quarter Total. .. Quarter Total. 

Court. 
- Sescions, Sessions. 

1848 91 269 360 40 45 85 445 
1819 143 289 437 28 69 97; 531 
1850 149 302 451 40 64 101 - 8.55 
1851. 139 322 461 46 67 113 574 
1852 103 319 422 32 73 105 527 
1853 147 - 310 487 41 103 147 604 
1854 157 320 477 62 98 165 637 

- 1853 137 261 393 - 47 81 128 526 
1856 136 219 355 32 74 106 461 
1857 115 174 289 38 68 10. 395 

- No. 63. - 

(CRIMINALS EXECUTED.) 

RETURN of the Number of CRJMIrcALS EXECUTED in the Colony. of New South Wales, 
from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. - Nussnan. 

1848 4 
1849 4 
1850 4 
18.51 2 
1852 .5 
1853 . 2 
1854 6 
1853 
1856 Nil. 
1857 4 

' One a female. 

No. 64. 

(LITIGATION.) - 

RETURN of the Number of CIVIL CASES PItIED in the Supreme Court of New South Wales, 
from the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAr.. 
BEFoRE JURIES OF TWELVE. BEFORE JUIiIES or Foun. 

 -  TOTAL. 

Common. Special. Defended Cases. Undefended Caos1  

1818 2 8 95 22 - 127 
184-9 2 6 82 - 11 - 101 
1850 .. 4 67 - - 18 89 
1831 3 3 92 21 119 
1852 1 7 - 69 15 92 
1833 4 5 119 14 142 
1854 .. - 6 168 55 229 
1855 3 15 203 21 - 242 
18.56 3 12 239 - 14 268 
1857 3 - . 13 213 3 232 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,1 CHARLES COWPER, 
Sydney, lst May, 1858. 5 Colonial Secretary. 



No.65. 

NE W S O UT H W ALES. 

(COIN.) 

RETURN of COIN and BULLION in the Colonial Treasury, Branch Royal Mint, Military Chest, and Banks, in the Colony of New South Wales, on the 81st December in each Yerr, 
from 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR._______________ 
COLONIAL TrEASCRY. BRANCH ROYAL MINT, SYDNEY. MILITARY CREST. 

_______________ _______________ 
BANKS. 
_______________ TOTAL. 

INCREASE 
ON 

PREVIOUS YEAR. 

DECREASE 
ON 

PREvIous YEAR. 
_______________ -  ________ 

COIN. COIN. BULLION. COIN. COIN. BULLION. 

£ S. d £ s. d £ s. d £ a. d £ a. d £ a. ci £ s. ci £ s. ci. 

1848 20,600 0 0 15,082 6 2 598,121 13 6 633,803 1.9 8 382 1 3 

1849 49,482 17 0 593,975 12 11 643,458 9 11 9,654 10 3 

1850 4,301 11 9 686,551 7 2 670,852 18 11 27,394 9 0 

1851 19,726 13 7 521,039 16 2 540,766 9 9 130,086 9 2 

1852 692,915 10 8 715,633 10 3 1,408,531 0 11 867,784 11 2 . ........... 

1853 *200,000 0 0 111,000 0 0 1,999,839 8 1 170,891 18 11 2,481,751 7 0 1,073,200 6 1 

1854 0  76,000 0 0 10,000 0 0 1,403,593 7 2 37,468 17 3 1,527,064 4 5 934,687 2 7 

1855 1,224 12 11 t45,313 3 4 1,549,398 4 4 254,673 4 5 1,850,611 5 0 323,547 0 7 

1856 890 14 7 t39,394 9 6 1,761,734 1 11 50,357 9 3 1,851,896 15 3 1,285 10 3 

1857 62 0 1 t52,442 19 10 1,248,482 0 1 87,578 3 2 1,388,365 3 2 463,331 12 1 

1848to 1850.-The Amnntt of Coin in the Branch Banks at Port Phil]ip included. 
* Deposited by the New South Wales Savings' Bank, under the Act of Council, 17 Victoria, No. 24. 
1 Exclusive of the Gold in the Mint belonging to the Banks. 

COLONIAL SEOREPARY'S Oricu, CHARLES COWPER, 

Sydney, 1st JIJay, 1858. 1 
Golonial Secretary. 

= 



NE W SOUTH WALES. 

(GOLD IN THE MINT.) 

RETURN showing the QUANTITY and VALUE of GOLD Received and Issued at the Sydney Branch of the Boyal Mint, from its opening on the 14th May, 1855, to the 31st December, 1857, 
1nclusjc. 

GOLD DUST OR BULLIOn 

RECEIVED FOR ConiAc. 
Coin ISSUED. BARS on INGOT5 IssuED. AMOUNT RETAINED AS MINT CHAlICES. 

PERIOD.  

Weight. 
Value, at 
£3 17s. lOkd. 
per OZ. 

Sovereigns. H If 
Soveei g 

. 

Total Value. Weight. 
Value, at 
£3 17s. 10d. At per cent. At 1 per cent. At 1 per cent. 

Value of 
Ingot recovered TOTAL, 

per oz. from Waste. 

oz. dec.. s.d. Number. Number. . s.d.oz. dec. £ s.d. £ g.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. 
1885. 

14 May to 31 December,,.. 217,589205 871,300 2 6 502,000 21,000 812,500 0 0 1,221970 4,788 0 11 2,293 6 10 470 17 10 2,649 9 11 5,407 14 7 

1856. 
1 January to 31 December.. 239,491990 939,776 6 5 981,000 478,000 1,220,000 0 0 684850 1  2,549 16 8 4,283 14 9 1,714 6 6 5,854 17 0 703 6 4 12,556 4 7 

1857. 
1 January to 31 December 223,215800 879,181 19 4 499,000 837,000 767,5000 0 14,889830 57,977 5 7 481 16 7 2,975 10 8 5,758 19 11 1,624 7 8 10,840 14 10 

TOAtS 680,297085 2,690,288 8 3 1,982,000 1,036,000 2,50O,000 0 0 16,766650 65,285 2 11 7,058 18 2 51160 15 0 14,257 6 10 2,327 14 0 28,804 14 0 

B. W. WARD, 
Depsay Master. 

—1 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(REVENUE.) 

RETURN of the REVENUE and RECEIPTS of the Colony of New South Wales, for the 
Year 1857. 

hEAD OF REVENUE. AMOUNT. 

£ s.d. 
Customs ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 533,104 10 1 

Duty on Spirits Distilled in the Colony ... ... ... .. ... 10 4 .63,477 
. 

Gold ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .9,373 11 

Mint Receipts ... ... .... ... ... ... ... ... ........10,840 14 10 

Land Revenue ... ... ... ... ....... ... ... ... ... . 273,883 0 2 

Rents, exclusive of Land ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 10 7 .11,154 

Licenses.  ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ....... 65,722 18 2 

Postage.  ... ... ... ... ... ... ...... ... ... ...... 36,288  12 3 

Fines and Forfeitures ... ..... ... ... ... .... ... ... ..... 8,113  7 4 

Fees of Office ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .... ... ... . 29,241 17 5 

-Btilway Tolls ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .......9,418 5 2 

Assessment on Stock ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .... 31,240 18 9 

Sale of Government Property ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,000. 12 9 . .  
23,716 10 .4 

Miscellaneous...... ... ... ... .... ... ... ... ...7,726 10 5.  
Reimbursements ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .  

.  6,744 15 10 I.migration Remittances ... ... ... ... .... ... ... ... . .  

Pilotage ... ... ......... ... ... ... ... ... ... - 4,317 121- 

POlice Reward Fund ... ....... 
-r v.__ V.-..-..! 
roiice upeauuuiou .0 - ... - ........ 

Assessmenton Sheep .......................... 

1,1(3,9615 12 11 

2,871,15 8 

2,278 6 11 

16,594 1 1 

21,744 3 •8 

0 0 (Sewerage Debentures, 17 Victoria, No. 34 ... ... ....6,549 

Water Supply Debentures, 17 Victoria, No. 35 31,316 0 0 

Railway Debentures, 18 Victoria, No. 40 . 877 4 5 

Public Works Debentures, 19 Victoria., Nos. 38 and 40, 
, 160,330 10 0 and 20 Victoria, No. 33 ... ... ... .... ... ... .. 

tDebentures, 20 Victoria, Nos. 1 and 16 ... ... ... ... .145,983 16 9 

373  15 9 ItOimbursements .............................. 
144 19 5 

345,575 6 4 

S:tle of Government Property ...................... 

Church and School Estates Fund 
6,852 10 1 

1,531,137 13 0 

Leases and Licenses to occupy Lands ... ... ... ... ..... 

TOTAL REVENUE AND RECEIPTS £ 

W. C. MAYNE, 
Auditor General. 



6.5,000 0 0 . ...... ......- . 

86,480 12 5 I .......-.'.. .. 86,480 12 5 

142,715 16 11. 

6,000 0 0 
145,400 0 0 

150 0 0 
622 16 9 
2oiin in ') 

.......... 142,715 16 11 

6,000 
0 0 

145,400 0 0 

150 0 0 
62216 9 

2,063 16 2 

77 1153 
No. 68. 

NE W S O UT H W ALES. 

(EXPENDITURE.) 
RETURN of the EXPENDITURE of the Ooiouy of NEW SOUTII WALES, for the Year 1857, 

PAID OUT OF THE CONSOLIDATED 
1tEVENUE FUAD. PAID OUT OF THE - I 

C}IUuCII AND HEAD or EXPENDITORE. - - 
 

SCHOOL ESTATES 
I Lnder Acts of Under the the Parliament of UD. 
Schedules. New South \\'ales. 

ESTABLISHTENTa £ s. ci £ 5. ci. £ S. ci. Civil ..................... 11,550 0 0 102,891 3 2 JuJical ................. 9,066 13 38,287 18 ii Ecclesiastical ............ I 29,443 9 3 18,327 1-13 302 2 2 Educational.........................
Medical 52,535 16 -5 442 11 4 ........................... 22,080 2 0 

15,439 7 9 
Military and Naval ...... ............ 12,356 5 4 

33,699 12 9 

Gold ..................................... 

olunteer Corps 538 1 10 

Mn t ..................................... 

126,861 5 S 
V ........................ Polcc ............................... 

...32,588 16 7 .. Colonial Agent General 400 0 0 
SERVICES Excaustyd or 
ESTAnLISjIIIENTS. 

7,763 16 6 700 0 0 
Pensions and RetiredAllow-

Charitable Allowances 12,711 6 6. 

Ga'ds and Penal .......................... 

.ances ......................

Public Works and Buildings ........... 36,5:11 15 6 Roads, Stree.ts and BridSes 67,058 10 2 Grants in aid of . Public 
Institutions ............ 
Dtawbacks and Refund of 

..  

19,486 13 7 

............ 

.................. 
.... 

1,957 5 9 

Duties ............................... 
....3,664 17 6 

37,295 6 9 

Revenue and Receipts Re- 

127,346 4 10 

turned .............................. 
Miscellaneous .......................... interest onLoans ......... Debenturs s,soo 0 (1 

TOTAL 
UNDER EACH 
StEAD OF 

ExPENDITUaE. 

£ S. ci. 
204,441 3 2 
47,354 12 3 
46,073 6 8 
52,978 7 9 
22,080 2 0 
15,439 7 9 
12,356 5 4 
33,699 12 9 
538 1 10 

126,861 8 8 
32,588 16. 7 
.400 0 0 

8,463 16 6 
12,711 6 6 
36,531 15 6 
57,058 10 2 

3,664 17 6 

19,486 13 7 

1,957' 5 9 
37,295 '6 9 
127,$46 4 10 
5,800 0 0 

.52,991 .910 
139,603 Q 3. 
.1,794 6 0 

paid off .......... 
Survey, .Sale, and Manage- 

52991 0 10 1, 
39,603 10 3 

ment of Crown Lands .....
Im migration ...............
Aborigines ................. 1,794 6 0 

67,823 19 .1 1,040,947 5 4 
MaDagement of the Church - 

Chargeaonthe PoliCe Re- 

and School Estates ..................................... 

533 17 7 ward Fund ............................... Ditto Police Superannua- 
. .943 5 1 

456 3 1 45631 - 

533 -ir 

943 '-5 1- tion Fund...............
Ditto Assessment on Sheep 
Fund, 18 Victoria, No. 26, 
and 19 Victoria, No. 27........... 

LOAN SERVICES - 
Sewerage and Water Supply 
to the City of Sydney, 17 
Victoria, No. 34, 18 Vic- 
toria, No. .36, 19 Victoria, 
No. 42, and 20 Victoria, 
No. 40 .............................. 
Permanent Public Works, - 
18 Victoria, No. 35, 20 
Victoria, No. 33, and 19 
Victoria, No. 40 .................... 
Railways, 18 Victoria, No, 
40 19 Victoria, No. 40, 
20 Victoria, No. 1, and 20 
Victoria, No 34 ..................... 
Ecludatlonal, 19 Victoria, 
No.38 ............................. 
Debentures paid off, 20 Vie 
:toria, Nos. 1 and 16 ................ 

- Premium of I per cent, to 
the holders ...................... 
ICterest on Loans .................. 
Other Miscellaneous 
bursements .......................... 

3,546 8 5 .................3,646 8 
6.Q2311 1 -I -- 

OO,OOO £1 0 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE. ._;El  57,823 19 1 1,484,303 18 8 ,200 6 7 I143,328144 

W. C.- MAYNE, -. 
Auditor General. 



No. 69. 

NEW SOTJTI4 WALES. 

POSP OFFICES-LETTERS,&c.) 

E1TURN of the Numbet Of PosT Or'toEs, &c., and oE LIITTERS, NEWSPAPERS, PETITIONs, &c., passing through the GENEaAL POST Or'IcE, in the Colony of NEW SourFi WA 1ES, prom 
the Year 1848 to 1857, inclusive. 

YEAR. 

NUBRn 

OF Pos'r 

LUMBER 05 

PERSONS 

EXTENT Or 

Posr EOADI. 
NuMaa or LETTERS. NUMliR 00 NWSPAPEBS 

NtrBKE 05 PETITIONO 
TO TEE QUEEN, 
TIlE GOVERNOR, 
T IlE EXECUTiVE ANO 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS & 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY. 

TOTALS, 

I),C0ME. EXI'ENDITURE. 

Oss'IcEs. EMPLOTED. 

Miles. Ship. Inland. Town. Ship. Inland. Inland. Letters. Newspapers. Petitions. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

1848 74 98 479,360 167,080 368,705 49,813 362,494 644,449 'I Not distinguished ( 585,598 1,006,943 14,458 9 3 15,357 6 4 

1849 88 115 686,678 178,533 383,353 47,135 277,787 457,197 
these years trom 
Letters 501St free. 0609,021 734,984 15,462 9 10 13,651 7 11 

t1850 96 123 686,614 179,406 592,026 70,877 204,601 399,947 47 842,309 604,548 47 13,646 5 9 15,732 11 4 

1851 101 137 761,154 202,480 694,356 78,482 248,792 513,515 27 975,318 762,487 27 18,252 1 11 16,324 13 4 

152 131 1179 945,010 218,836 822,291 76,650 297,118 726,560 4 1,117,777 1,023,678 4 18,174 1 11 25,304 8 0 

1853 143 4195 937,431 518,404 982,524 86,479 707,035 808,545 83 1,587,407 1,515,580 33 20,379 10 1 34,954 5 10 

1854 154 216 967,669 692,373 1,113,358 131,860 906,556 1,012,636 9 1,837,591 1,919,192 9 24,127 19 5 52,333 2 7 

1855 155 217 1,023,255 617,041 1,309,530 187,608 819,376 1,281,613 10 2,114,179 2,100,989 10 24,902 5 7 60,921 8 1 

1856 177 1248 1,106,722 642,183 1,481,416 245,339 710,282 1,371,065 57 2,368,938 2,081,347 57 29,458 10 11 58,879 11 3 

1857 199 274 1,289,386 657,416 1,621,758 323,745 774,175 1,440,236 24 2,602,919 2,214,411 24 35,715 13 4 63,220 4 7 

* The Decrease in 1848 and 1849 is accounted for by Letters for Port Phillip being Sent dtrect instead of in the Mails by Post Office Packets. 
t In this Year the Act for the Establishment of an uniform rate of Postage and the use of Postage Stamps came into operation, under which no Letters were exempted from Postage, but Petitions to the Queen, 

Governor, the Executive or Legislative Council. 
Temporary C1rks not iiteludccL 

W. H. CHRISTIE, 
Postmaster General. 



Wheat ................ 
Bread, 1st Quality ....... 
Do. 2nd do........ 
Flour, 1st do........ 
Do. 2ucl do........ 
Rice................... 
Oatmeal ............... 
Ta................... 
Sugar ................. 
Coffee ................. 
Sago ................... 
Meat, Fresh ............. 
Do. Salt ............. 
Butter, Fresh ........... 
Do. Salt ............. 
Clic:sc, English ......... 
Do. Colonial ......... 
Salt ................... 
Potatoes ................ 
Wine, Colonial .......... 
Do. Imported, best...... 
Brandy .................. 
Beer, Colonial ............ 
Do. Imported .......... 
Candles ................. 
Lauip Oil ................ 
Soap.................... 
Starch .................. 
Blue ................... 
Tobacco, Colonial ........ 
Do. Imported.. .. .. . 

per bushcl 
per pound. 
do....... 
do...... 
do...... 
do...... 
rio...... 
do...... 
do...... 
do...... 
do...... 
do...... 
do...... 
do...... 
do...... 
(3o...... 
do...... 
do...... 
per cwt... 
per gallon. 
do...... 
do...... 
do....... 
do....... 
per pound.. 
per gallon.. 
per pound.. 
do....... 
do....... 
do....... 
do....... 

each ...... 
do....... 
do....... 
per pair.... 
do....... 
each ...... 
per pair.. 
do....... 
each ...... 
per pair.... 
each ...... 
do....... 

9689 
16 6 15 6 
6660 
8686 
9083 
2 7 2 44. 
9 0 9 0-
7 0 6 6 7066 
ii 0 20 0 
0 114  0 104 
011 0104 
4 9 4 74 

9090 
18 0 15 0 
6666 
9080 
9080 
2926 
9890 
611 7 0 
0 ii 19 0 
011 010 
0 104  0 9 
5 0 5 o 

Iach...... 
do....... 
do....... 
do....... 
2cr pair.. 
do....... 
acli ...... 
do....... 
do....... 
)Cr pair.. 
ach ...... 
do....... 
er yard.... 
do...... 

6 54 5 11 
.11 7412 6 
5 14 5 2 
2 24 2 3. 
1 114  1 6 
5 74 5 11 
2 6 2 3 
7 84 7 9 
2 8 2 6 
6104 7 6 
1 14 1 1 
5 6 6 0 
1 84 1 6 
0707 

6 
6 
2 

6 
6 
3 
3 
10 
6 
2 
0 
9 
7: 

60 
[4 0 
50 
22 
16 
60 
19 
76 
26 
60 
12 
50. 
12 
06 

U55 
79 

No. 70. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

(PRICES OF PROVISIONS AND CLOTHING.) 

RETURN showing the AVERAGE PRICES OF PROVISIONS AND CLOTHING in the Colony of New South 
Wales, from 1st January, 1848, to the 3Ist December, 187, inclusive. 

ARTICLES OF CON- 

QUANTITY. 1848. j 1849. 1 1850. 1 1851. 1 1852. 1 1853, 1 1854. 1 1855,11856. 1 1857. 
SUMPTION. 

s. c. s. d. 

4

s. d. s6 8. d. d. s d.d. s. d. s. d. S. . 
05 

...0 

040  
2 40 140 

0 
14 

06. 0 694 
 0 

1 4 
1

s. 

05 
1616511374 

d 0140 1402402 0 90 4 
06 
0504 

0 440 
0 
3 
2 

.0 

.02402 
1- 4 0 14 0 

01403 03 03 05407 05403 
0 .03403404 

110 
04 
210 910 °'O 

.0605406060606 074090707 
04 04405 06 05405 

0 
.20419 

34 0 34 0 34 0 84 0 
1101414142625 224261 

. 1 1 1 0 1 2 1 3 1 3 1 3 1 6 1 8 
34 0 34 0 5 0 7 0 54 0 74 

1 0 1 0 0 9 011 011 011 1 1 1 2 1 0 
17413 

01401402 03404106 034034 
1 0 

1 1 1 2 1 3 
02 
1 3 1 

02 
3 1 
0240 
5412 3 

40 4 034034 
0 11 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 14 2 0 

2 
2 
4 
0 
111 
1 9 

20 
1 

08 0 60 
11144161616 

7 07 
16110 11011017 

9 

0 14 0 14 0 14 0 14 
07 
0 1 4  14 0 

0740 9 
0 24 

1 
0 
3 
4 
1 2 1 0 

4 6 410 
606247060 60130186914l00146 

0 3 0 24 
4 6 

9610013080808096 
4 6 4 6 4 6 6 6 7 0 7 0 9 2 

24 0 22 9 23 0 23 0 23 0 23 0 25 0 31 6 
96150149 

24 4 35 6 
5 9 5 3 6 6 5 0 
3 3 2 8 2 9 2 6 2 6 2 4 436473640 

5 
060606054 0 6 0608401009409 

0 4 6 6 6 6 6 6.11 7 6 

05 0540540540 
43404640404360811 

6 93100 

1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 6 1 6 
06 08 08 07407 

2 0 2 2 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 92222426 
11410 

4 4 4 7 410 7 9 
1 9 2 0 2 7 3 8 4 0 4 0 4 0 3 0 

80 
26427 

7 6 5 6 5 0 53 5 0 

ARTICLES OF CLOTHING 
AND BEDDING. 

Male Clothing. 

Moleskin Jackets ........ 
Do. Coats .......... 
Waistcoats .............. 
Moleskin Trousers ........ 
Flushing do......... 
Coloured Shirts .......... 
Strong Boots ............ 
Do. Shoes ............ 
Shepherd's Coats.. .. .. .. .. 
Socks.................... 
Handkerchiefs.. .. .. .. .. .. 
Straw Hats .............. 

Female Clothing. 

Print Dresses 
Merino do. 
Flannel Petticoats ........ 
Calico do......... 
Stockings ................ 
Shoes.................... 
Caps .................... 
shawls .................. 
liifts.................... 
stays .................... 
Cheek Aprons ............ 
straw Bonnets............ 
flannel .................. 
Jalico .................. 

Bedding. 

llankcts ................ 
iheeting Calic.o .......... 
tattiesses .............. 
tugs.................... 

erpair .....16 0 Ill 8 116 4 15 0 
eryard ......1 0 1 0 1 1 1 2 ach ........887784 86 
do........5 0 4 9 5 4 1  5 0 

90 94411611010 010 15 0 16 3 17 6 18 0 18 0 16 0 6 6  6 448 0 7 6 610 8 i 7 0 6 74 9 0 8 6 8 5 8 0 8 0 9 912 6 11 6 11 8 9 0 2 6 21144 0 3 6 3 5 3 3 9 0 13 6 19 0 18 0 19 3 16 6 7 0 7 6 12 6 12 0 11 4 11 6 19 0 19 6 25 0 25 10 23 10 22 0 0 10 0 10 0 104 0 104 0 104 0 10 08 074010 010 09409 
5 0 5 3 8 0 9 0 7 6 511 

57 5 14.8 0 7 0 6 8 6 0 13 0 12 014 6 14 0 13 6 12 0 
50506 6666670 
2 2 2 44.3 

1 

0 3 0 211 3 2 1 6 1 5 1 0 1 9 1 441 2: 6 0 6 0 8 0 9 0 711 7 6 1 9 111 2 3 2 6 21042 6 7 6 8310 611 011 3' 10 
26264 0303344 
6060 76807372 
1213 1 9 1 6 1 4 1 3 
5050 56706060 
1 3 1 6 1 6 1 10 1 9 1 10 0 640 64010 0 9 0 6407 

[50 15 9 21 0 23 0 21 7.19 0 
1 2 1 2 1 6 1 6 1 3 1 3 
8 6 8 6 12 6 112 6 14 6 17 2 
50508 0 7 0 5 9 5 3 

- - -  

11. II. I3ROWNE, 
Agent for Immigration 
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NE W SOUTH WALES. 

(RATES OF WAGES.) 

1flTTTfl7' s1on t10 s5V3Rt(1E RATE or WAGES for different Classes of Labor in the Colony of New South Wales, from the 1st January, 1848, to the 31st December, 1857, inclusive. 

TEADFIOECALLI'W 

P.O P.O P.O 

ie 

P.O 

,7 O 

0 

o° 

si1 

P.11 
,1O5 , 
i.oG 

P.O 

0 

..O 

1 

0 

11O 

i,n 
5 

is 
s.$ 

O 

O5 

i.0 O 

O 

..0es 

,r 0 

0 

.l  
 

t•b 
r0 

°.2 
to 

cl 
 

I t t T 
,,0eo ,o0O 

0 11
t
. u u- 4 o-' 0 
,, to 

, 
S I 0 . 0 

d 0O 

1855. 1856. 1857. 
1848. 1849. 1850. 1851. 1852. 1853. 1854. 1 

s.d. £ s.d. £ s.d. 
 

s.d. MAlES. 

frown ............. 53 49 46 65 90 126 iso iso 126 

39 39 35 42 arpen ers..................................... lCountY..................

Town ............. 5 3 4 9 4 6 6 8 9 0 12 9 14 0 15 0 12 2 12 0 
s ml so ........................................ iCountry ......... 39 36 45 

4 6 1.o ......... 1.o 1 I.2 1. :.::::::: Wheelwrights............................... 
{Town 
Country ::::::::: .... i 

..., ::::::::: 
49 46 60 90 156 180 170 336 110 

flk1 fTown ............. 
Country ......... 

53 
38 36 38 42 .0  nc 03C .................................. 

fTown 

......... 

5 3 4 9 4 6 7 8 9 0 16 0 21 0 17 0 13 6 14 0 
noons ....................................... .Country ......... 39 38 37 49 ............. 

...... 

21 17 to 18 16 to 19 18 to 22 25 to 30 20 to 31 25 to 40 30 to 40 30 to 40 30 to 40 
....... 

21 17 to 18 16 to 19 18 to 23 25 to io 25 to 30 25 to 35 30 to 35 30 to 34 30 to 35 rarm Laborers........................................................ 

.  Shepherds.................................... ................... ........ 

rEsALEg. 
21 16 to 18 15 to 19 16 to 25 18 to 25 19 to 28 

......................................... 

21 to 30 

17 13 to 14 Ii to 15 34 to 18 14 to 18 15 to 10 18 to 25 
25 to 30 ........24 to 27 ........25 to 30 
36 to 25 19 to 22 ........19 to 18 

lltolG 14 to 18to22 18to22 2StoCO 

........ 
253o30 ........23to26 20to25 

Laundresses 18 lltoiG 
lStoiO 

16 to

33 to 20 

Cooks (plain) .......................................................... 

14 StolO 7to12 7to12 15to18 15to18 15to20 

Ilousemaicts .............................................................. 

16 10 to 14 12 to 15 11 to 18 16 to 18 15 to 21 25 to 30 20 to 26 20 to 24 20 to 25 

..... 
............................................................. 

........ icuroematds ............................................................. 
General house Servants .......................................... 
rams 115050 Servants .................. .) 16 12 to 13 11 13 14 Is ........

I 
25 

........ 
20 to 24 19 to 22 18 to 20 

Dairy Women, &e I ........................... 

IlL. ii. IJ.LU_ It kin, 
Ageug for Immgi'u.ton. 



No. 72. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

(LANDS SOLD.) 

RETURN of LAND SOLD during the Year ended the BIst December, 1857, 

COUNTY OR DISTRICT. 

LOTS. EXTENT. AMOUNT. 

DEPOSITS 
Town. 

-8 
Total. Town. Suburban. Special Country Country. Total. Total Price. Ilemissions,&c. Actual Cash. 

FORFEITED. 

0 

CUNTIES. No.  No. No. No. No. a. r..p. a. r.p. a. r.p. 
 Aubigny ............... 122 129 231 68339 1,368 032 9 1 .... 26 36 4 2 0 5 0 0 1,437 031 .7,54137 7,54437 991811 

54 24 1 

........... 

126 205 28017 244 123 1200 
1,176 0 0 1,185 2 0 2,221 12 9 2.221 12 9 23 9 3 

Auckland .................. 

3 1 4 1 2 0 7,667 10 7,951 30 9,221106 9,221106 7480 
Argyle ................... 
Ashburnham ............. 

210 36 
............... 

96 342 106 0 18 283 2 6 
177 0 0 178 2 0 1S9 0 0 189 0 0 

Beresford .............. ....1 1 ............ 2 020 220 
7,753 3 34 8,143 2 18 13,381 9 2 13,384 9 2 176 19 8 

Bathnrst ............... 

33 33 300 11 11 950 
55 24 33 112 29 0 0 60 0 0 

1.63.5 2 0 1,615 2 0 1,646 19 0 1,646 19 0 56 6 9 
1 

...................................... 

20 0 0 
1,925 2 0 2,014 2 0 2,352 3 0 2,352 3 0 10 4 0 

Brisbane .................. 
Bligh ................................ 

19 24 
I............. 

43 16 0 0 78 2 9 
20 0 0 40 0 0 40 0 0 

BIICCICUCh ................... 

Camden ................. 13 
33 

16 
1 

............ 
59 
21 

88 
5.5 

9 0 0 150 126 47092 136 
94 2 9 
4,251 322 

599 9 6 
5.792 19 10 

599 9 6 
5,79219 10 

0 8 0 
Buckland .................. 

179 43 149 371 
16 20 
94 3 5 

29 330 
106 

1,077 024 1,123 214 1,4761.24 1,476 12 4 
410 0 
1 6 6 

Churchill .................. 

49 16 26 91 41221 
0 11 

40016 
6,757 2 25 6,958 2 1 10,403 2 4 118 19 2 10,287 3 2 50 18 8 

Clarence ............... 

46 5 51 10 0 5 28 2 23 
883 116 965 013 1,490133 15160 1,474173 81 0 

Clarendon ................. 
Clinton ...................

Cuinberland ............ 
4 6 

22 
4 

........... 
34 48 200 4. 35 '49 012 1.083 011 

38 28 
1,179 328 

512 11 2 
1,868139 24000 

512 11 2 18 9 0 Cook ...................... 
..170 

4 
54 72 

10 
318 
14 

55 0 3 98 0 6 557 0 22 3,671 3 13 4,382 7 12,722 1 3 571 3 0 
1,648139 
12,150 18 3 

640 
185 8 5 

39 39 
111 0 (1 
756 0 10 

440 2 551 0 581 1 0 54 1 (1 
Dampier ........................ 
Denison ........................ 
Dudley .................... JO 2 15 27 5 2 0 756 10 11539 6 10 11539 6 10 

26 IS 24 0 26 160 0 14 
46 2 0 588 3 3 640 3 1,167 17 10 1,167 1710 Durham ................... 

............. 

126 129 1,789 1 24 1,913 2 24 3,046 8 7 3,046 8 Georgiana ................. 
2 1 13 16 14 0 2 

4,63800 4,63920 5,13840 5.1:1820 57150 
3 ............. 

4 2 2 8 

120................ 
9 2 20 516 0 16 539 2 88 631 631 5 7 4 0 0 

28 7 ...: .: 35 14 1 10 
59 3 3 
162 018 

. ........... 

49 2 0 76 0 0 185 1 3 324 8 3 324 8 3 

Gloucester ..................... 
Gordon ..........................
Goulburn ..................
Harden .................. 24  24 3 3 2 0 394 3 36 

.' ..... 196 128 61610 6 616 10 6 12 0 
Hunte 

144 7 11 25 187 72 0 0 11 0 14 245 0 35 
280 0 0 
1,888 0 0 

688 1 36 
2,216 1 9 

1,264 8 1,264 8 11 0 0 
Juglis 

10 
38 

27 12 49 500 150 136 756 316 912 112 
4,412 13 2 
11601 011 

4,412 13 2 35 14 0 
Huinc .................. 

...................... 

131 5 59 
38 
195 

19 0 0 
7000 500 

19 0 0 1,268 8 0 
1601 4) 11 
1,268 8 0 20 6 8 

.................... 

1 

................... 

8 2 0 14 
2,622 2.0 2,69720 3,938153 3,9:38153 83 

King ...................... 
Lincoln ....................... 

11 14 1 62 88 6 0 24 . 48 3 22 20 0 0 
3,078 0 0 LOSO (114 1,119 15 0 111:9 15 0 Macquarie ................. 

March ............... 87 47 134 43 0 29 394 0 2 
3,419 3 0 3,494 3 6 8,768 13 4 0 3,764 13 54 0 0 Merivale..;.'............ 

141 1 94 
............. 

6 241 '74124'' 40620 
437 0 31 3,320 7 10 3,320 7 10 39 17 0 981135f 1,462 119 5,257193 5,257193 7559 

Continved. 
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LOTS. EXTENT. AIIOIJNT. 

DEPOSITS 
- -  

-. 

FORVEITED. 
CouxTy on DISTRICT. -cs  

Total. Town. Suburban. SpecialCountry Country. Total. Total Price. Remis sions, &c. Ae,tu  1 Cash. 
Tiwn. 

a. Y. p. £ S. d £  £ S. d. 
No No No No No a r. P. a. r. p a r. p a r. p 

COUNTIES-continued 
3 0 0 2 2 15 5 2 15 35 7 6 35 7 6 

6 2 8 
8 2 0 148 2 0 9,721 0 0 9,878 0 0 10,447 0 0 130 0 0 10,317 0 0 30 4 6 

17 7 95 
99 

119 
294 (10 2 24 712 2 5 77 2 1(3 5,011 1 ii 5,862 0 18 9,184 19 1 72 15 0 9512 4 1 109 15 6 

516 0 90 100 5 
16 1 0 65 237 3,033 0 0 1,114 337 1,38116 1 1,88116 1 

3400 29  13 is 
33 34 6014 1,453 00 1,459 014 2,09398 2,09398 

24 12 0 
60  

1 
10 70 32 0 29 63 0 20 95 1 9 913 5 0 913 5 0 

32 0 0 
Phillip .................

Richmond 8 .  8 4 0 0 4 0 0 
238024 

32 0 0 
92915 92915 31810 

Monteale ............. 
Murray'  ................. 

92  29 

. .  

. .  

121 
110 

4609 
]10i7 

192015 
61321 3,02327 3,09625k 3,47129 3,47129 740 

109 4 6 

Northumberland ......... 
Parry ................. 

18  32 60 
33 174 55 2 0 170 0 21 2,078 1 0 2,306 3 21 4,374 13 3 4.374 13 3 

109 

Pottiuger ............... 
............. 

117 24 
95 3 

. .  

89 225 8 119 269 033 381 1 5,321 212 5.632 125 10,835 411 10,835 411 
2 1013 6 

Rous ................... 

38 
93 134 4 127 105 1 0 13 218 5,604 135 5,727 3 0 8,38315 2 175 0 0 8,208)5 

61 3 .3 

Roxlargh............... 
Sandon ................. 

1Q 
362 

29 
47 

2 
10 11 430 18o 1 39 123 1 6 214 2 20 780 0 0 1303 1 25 5079 12 5 5,379 12 5 

802 32 (3 0 9 8 
St.Vincent .............
Ijiiwun€d 

4 2 10 16 3 2 6 80 1 0 603 1 0 687 0 6 802 12 6 
810 4 11 3 12 11 

Stanley ............... 

Vernon ................ 
Wellesley ............... 1  30 5 16 0 2 0 510 0 10 193 3 10 

3,083 3 23 
703 1 20 
3,365 1 0 

810 4 11 
8,482 16 5 8,182 16 s 125 1 3 

Wellington.............. 157 20 72 249 86 3 27 194 1 30 
1,677 2 0 1,677 2 0 1,632 17 0 1,632 17 0 35 0 0 

West mineland ............ 31 34 
.5808 3810 1,099 230 3,195 338 2,682176 6450 2,618126 34 19 6 

106 3 .... 22 131 

2,758 1,072 98 1,706 5,634 1,419 3 28 

. . .  

8,495 1 22 1,408 1 24 97,064 1 26 108,388 0 20 182,773 8 7 1,824 13 4 1,891 18 2 181,381 10 5 
Wynyard ............... 

PASTORAL DISTRICTS. 

800 0 0 824 0 0 32t) 0 0 504 0 0 
2 2,884 0 0 2,684 0 0 2,684 0 0 
2 

2,080 0 0 2,080 0 0 2.080 0 0 
Darling Downs ........ s 
Uwydir 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  

5,832 0 0 5,832 0 0 5,832 0 0 

Bli g h .......................... 

15 

A l b e r t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Lachian ................... 

Clarence River .................. 
. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2,591 0 0 2,594 0 0 2,594 0 0 
4 Liverpool Plains.................. 

1 335 0 0 376 17 6 376 17 6 

25 

. . . . . . .  

5,392 1 18 5,392 7 3 31 1 9 5,361 5 6 Mc Le o y ........................ 

L i c h h  i r d t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I . o w e r  D a r l i n g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1,603 0 0 1,624 0 0 960 0 0 664 0 0 
Maneroo ........................ 

4 
20 

M a r a n o a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

7,873 1 10 8,024 4 8 8,024 4 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

6,600 2 0 6,628 10 0 425 0 0 6,203 10 0 
M oret o n .....................
Illurru mbidgee ............... 

12 
......................... 

. .............. 

.......................... 

1,120 0 0 1,128 0 0 1,128 0 0 
Ne w England ................... 

3 
P o r t  C u r t i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

......................... Wellington ...................... 
W i d e  B a y  a n d  B u r n e t t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

145,l02  
TOTAT.S 727 . " ............. .. .......... ....... 

- O1O00Q1'7,, Q 

* Amount paid into the Colonial Treasury from 1st January to 31st jiecelneer, IOO, vu UQUVU116 vi auno 

See Return No. 59, . 71. 
GEO. BARNEY, 

8civc'or General, 

L\: 



S 

ALL VESSELS, MEN 
(Steamers TONNAGE. AND 
included.) Boys. 

Vessels of, and 
Un cr, tons 

5,481 3,757 Abstract of the state of Shipping Registered in this Colony, for the year 
ended 31st December, 1857 ... ... ... .., •,. 500 

Vessels over 50 
In pursuance of Acts of Parliament passed in the 4th and 6th years of Geo. the 

tons 47,180 
4th; 3rd and 4th years of Willin. the 4th; 8th and 9th, and 17th and 18th ... ) 
years of Victoria.  

TOTAL ... ... ... ... 500 52,661 3,757 

ALL VESSELS. TONNAGE. 

Total amount of last year's account, on 31st December, 
1856 ... ... ... ... ... ... 510 56,527 

STRUCK OFF. s Tore- 
11115. NAGE. 

Vessels Wrecked, Foundered, destroyed 
by Fire, and Missing ... ... 19 2,672 

Broken up, or otherwise destroyed, as 
unseaworthy, and no longer employed 
at sea ... ... ... ... 6 1,226 

Sold to Foreigners ... ... ... 7 1,505 
Transferred and Registered de novo in 
the Port, and transferred to other 
Ports ... ... ... ... 18 2,738 50 8,141 

460 48,386 
ADDED. 

New Vessels ... ... ... ... 10 304 
Vessels Registered de izovo on aceount 
of purchase... ... ... ... 3 694 
Transfer from other Ports, or otherwise 27 3,277 40 4,275  

500 52,661 

N 
et- 
CD 

81 
Ct- 

CD 
1-11 
CD 
N 

CD 

IC 



L 60 



LttIatibc cembI. 

NEW SOTJT}I WALES. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
r (RANDWICK AND COOc+EE.) 

Ordered by the Lcgislcztiva Assembly to be Przneed, 23 Seplember, 1858. 

Dr. THE COMMISSIONERS of the RANDWICK and 000G-EE ROAD TRUST, in Account current for the Half-year ending 31 December, 1857. Cr. 

DATE. PARTIourARs OF Suiis RECEIVED. AMOUNT. DATE. PARTICULARS OF SUMS EXPENDED. AMOUNT. 

1857. 

1 July 13 5 By Wages as per Abstract, No. 1.................................. 10 6 0 To Balance on hand ...................................................21 
Toll receipt.s ....................................................... 159 12 0 

ii July ....... 
25 July  I ) o No. 2 .................................... 16 0 

Private subscriptions .............................................. 2 2 0 9 9 
Cash,—Mort.gage of Tolls ...................................... 20 3 6 

. 6 

Fine imposed for Nuisance committed on the Randwick Road 3 0 0 

,, Do No. 3....................................8 

5 6 
Amount received for surplus fencing material at Raudwick 

,, Do No. 4..................................... 

,, Do, No. 6..................................... 29 1 1 
Toll-house. ............................... .................. 

30. 0 0 0 

. 1 3 9 

12 Sept........ 
16 Oct ........... 

,, Do No. 5....................................31 

45 16 6 
14 Nov.......... 

,, Do No. 7..................................... 
Fitzpatrick, as per Voucher ....................................... ..2 10 0 

31 Oct ........... 

28 Nov.......... 

25 0 0 Purcell, Do ...................................... 
10 0 
3 10 0 

Knight, Do ........................................4 

37 7 8 
Birmingham, Do .......................................... 

13 18 0 
Scott & Jolly, Do ......................................... 
Danger, Do ........................................ 

16 17 6 
3 0 0 

Priestley, Do ..................................... 
Ainsworth, Do ......................................... 

. Monks, Do ....................................... 3 17 9 
5 0 0 

.  

2 10 Miscellaneous Expenses .......................................... 
Secretmy, half-year's salary ...................................... 

Balance on hand ................................................... 
2

.. 

. 9 

.90 19 1 

TOTAL.. ............ £ TOTAL ............... £ 487 11 2 487 11 2 

We certify to the correctness of the above Account, 
I SAML. HEBBLE WHITE. 

Sydney, January 27, 1S5S. Signatures of Commissioners . . J. B. IIOLDSWORTH. 
(S. H. PEARCE, 
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1858. 

LeiIattbe eub1, 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

r ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
(SOUTH HEAD ROAD.) 

Ordeicci by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 23 September, 1858. 

THE COMMrSSIONFJRS of the SOUTH HEAD ROADS TRUST Account of RECEIPTS and DISBURSEMENTS for the Half-year ending 31 December, 1857. 

RECEIPTS. DISBURSE N EN T S. 

1857. 1857. 

3 July To one month's Rent in advance of Toll-gates ...................... 110 0 0 1 July ....... By balance overdrawn at Bank ....................................... 234 3 5 
.8 July  Balance of Subscriptions towards the repair of the Darling ,, Carroll, balance due for repairing Darling Point Road ...... 130 0 0 

. 0 0 16 August... 11 14 0 
3 August ... 

Point Road ..................................................60 
,, One month's Rent in advance of Toll-gates ....................'. 110 0 0 

18 July ....... 

3 October... 1 5 

.. 

0 
1 Septr........ ,, Do. Do 110 0 0 ,, 

 Repairs to Glenmore Road ....................................... 
 Repairs to Bridge, Old South Head Road ........................ 
Paid for guard posts over Bridges, Old and Glenmorc Roads 10 0 0 

1 October ... ,, Do. Do 110 0 0 ,, Advertising during half-year ..................................... 13 7 9 
,, Do. Do 110 0 0 

19 Dec........ 
30 Dec........ 

,, 11 3 6 
Do. Do 110 0 0 

30 Dec........ 
30 Dec........ ,, 0 0 

2 Nov.......... 
3 Dec ... .......,, 

30 Dec........ 

For Tools during half-year ..................................... .... 

Paid for Wages and Material during half-year for repairing 
Mr. Langley, Surveyor, six months' salary .....................50 

424 11 1 
30 Dcc. ...... ,, The like, New South Head Road ............... . .................. 198 16 6 

1 Dec........... Balance overdrawn at Commercial Bank ............................. 376 18 9 
. 
,, 

Old South Head Road, as per Vouchers ....................

Bank Interest on overdraft ......................................... 11 17 
.. 

6 

£ 

30 Dec........ 

£ 1,096 18 9 1,096 18 9 

For the Commissioners, 
DANIEL COOPER, 

Hon. Treasurer. 
GERARD PHILLIPS, 

Hon. Secretary. 
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1858. 

gitatte crn 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
I (PARRAMATTA.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 23 September, 1858. 

ABSTRACT of all Moneys Received, Paid, and Expended, by the COMMISSIONERS of the PARRAMATTA ROAD TRUST, for the Half-year ending 31 December, 1857. 

RECEIPTS. 

6 months' Rental of Toll-gate at Beckctt's Bridge 

6 months' Rental of Toil-gate at Broken Back Bridge 

6 months' Rental of Toll-gate at Pitt Row 

TOTAL RECEIPTS ..........................£ 

Balance, 30 June, 1857 ........................... .... ....£ 

£ 

EXPENDITURE. 

SALARIES 
157 10 0 

37 10 0 

200 0 0 
Clerk and Treasurer ............................................ 
Overseer .......................................................... 37  16 0 

75 6 0 

255 0 0 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Wages for Labor ................................................ . 429 2 0 
Stationery and Advertising (Voucher No. 3 ) ............I 5 1 3 
Forage for Horses (Voucher No. 2.) ......................... 62 13 9 
Repairs to Pools, Carts, and Harness ..................... 7 2 0 
Purchase of Tools, Storcs, &c. (Voucher No: 2.) 8 4 0 
Repairs to Roads, Dams, and Bridges ...................... 60 0 0 
Petty Expenses (Voucher No. 5.) ............................ 5 6 6 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ..................£ 

57710 0 

652 16 0 612 10 0 

180 3 6 Balance, 31 December, 1858 ........................ £ 145 17 6 

798 13 6 79813 6 £ 

Road Trust Office, J'arra,nalta, 
12 J"ebruarj, 1858. 

B. L. BOWLING, 
Treasurer. 

We certify the above to be correct, 
JANES BYRNES, 
NATHL. FAYTEN, Commiesioncrs. 
,TAMES PYE, 
F. 0. DARVALL, 
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1858. 

egEø1attc øernM. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
(LIVERPOOL.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 23 September, 1858. 



THE COMMISSIONERS of the LIVERPOOL ROAD TRUST in Account current for the Half-year ending 31 December, 1856. Cr. 

DATE. PAItTICLAES or SUMS RECEiVED. AMOUNT. DATE. PARTICULARS OF SUMS EXPENDED. AMOUNT. 

1856 1856. 

80 June .......... 220 13 11 81 December ... 50 0 0 

31 December... 

P0 Balance in Commercial Bank .................................. 

227 10 0 ,, Wages, cart hire, &c ..........................58 3 1 
50 15 6 ,, do. do .............................. 

30 September ,, do. do ..............................50 15 6 

By Salary, Secretary, 6 months, @ £100 ....................... 

do. do ..............................49 5 6 ,, 

31 July .......... 
31 August....... 

80 November ,, do. do ..............................46 11. 3 
81 December do. do ..............................47 15 6 ,, 

81 October....... 

303 6 4 

 Six months' Tolls, Lansdowne Bridge........ .................. 

31 July ......... . Miscellaneous Expenses ........................2 8 0 
81 August ...... 
30 September..  do. do ........................0 2 8 

,, do. do ........................0 18 0 31 October....... 
30 November... 
81 December...  do. do ........................5 13 6 

-  817 

86  

448 311 

Balance, 31 December, 1856 .......................... 

£ £448 311 

We certify to the correctness of the above Account, 
SAML. MOORE, liverpool, 31 Januarj, 1857. STEPHEN PEARCE, Commissioners. 
W. H. LANE, 



81 January 
28 February 
31 March ..... 
30 April ...... 
31 May ......... 
30 June ......... 

Liverpool, 15t7 July, 1857. 

£281 0,5 

and found corec 
J. TAYLOR.. 
* mr. MACDONALD.) 

Dr. 

1857. 
1 January ...... 
1 February 
1 March........ 
1 April ......... 
iMay......... 
iJune ......... 

THE COMMISSIONERS of the LIVERPOOL ROAD TRUST in Account current for the Half-year ending 30 June, 1857. 

PARTICULARS 01' SUMS RECEIVED. AM9UNT. -. DATE. PARTICULARS 01' SuMs EXPENDED. 

To Balance on 81 December, 1856, brought forward from 
86 0 5 last account .............................................. 

Amount received, Lansdowne Bridge Toll Gate 82 10 0 
do. do ..............32 10 0 
do. do ...............32 10 0 
do. do ...............82 10 0 
do. do ...............82 10 0 
do. do ..............32 10 0 

- 195 0 0 

DATE. - 

Si 'January 
28 February 
31 March ..... 
80 April ...... 
31 May ......... 
30 June......... 

Cr. 

AMOUNT. 

225 5 1 

50 0 0 

1857. 
Si January 

{ 
By Salary, per Abstract, Secretary @  ;:r } 8 6 8 28 February  do. do ................. 8 6 8 31 March  do. do .................. 8 6 8 80 April ,, do. do .................. 8 6 8 ,, do. do ..................... 8 6 8 81 May ............. 

30 June ..........J  do. do .................. 8 6 8 

Wages, as per Abstract ........................... 76 0 10 
do. do ...........................51 6 9 do. do ............................23 9 0 
do. do ...........................24 8 0 
do. do. ..........................24.4 6 
do. do ..........................25 16 0 

Miscellaneous Expenses, as per voucher ......0 6 6 
do. do 2 2 0 

do. do. 1 9 6 

- 818 0 

Balance on 1st July, 1857 ............................... ..1174 

£ 281 0 5 

SAML. MOORE, •) 
STEPHEN PEARCE, '. Commissioners. 
W. H. LANE, 



- TTTR 11(MMTSSIONERS of the LIVERPOOL ROAD TRUST in Account current for the llalf.year ending 31 December, 1857. Cr. 

DATE. PAItTICULARS OF SuMS RECEIVED. AMOUNT, DATE. PARTICULARS or SuMs EXPENDED. AMOUNT. 

1857. 1857. 

30 June To Balance on hand, brought forward from last Account 1 17 4 By Sa'ary, as per Abstract, Secretary, 6 months, ® £100 
S 
50 0 

per annum ................................................... .......... 

,, Amount received, Lanadowne Bridge Toll Gate 32 10 
32 10 

0 
0 31 July .......... ,, Wages, as per Abstract ........................ 75 19 0 

30 September 
,, do. do. ............... 

do. do. ...............32 10 ,, 0 31 August ,, do. do 
do 

........................ 79 2 
94 10 

6 
6 

,, do. do. ...............32 10 0 .30.September ,, do. 
do. do 

........................ 

........................ 88 4 0 
30 November do. do. ...............32 10 

32 10 
0 
0 30 November 

,, 
,, do. do ........................ 83 18 0 

31 July ........... 
31 August ........ 

31 December ,, do. do. ............... 
195 0 0 31 December ,, do. do ..................... 96 16 0 

31 October........ 

-  

31 October........ 

- -  51810 0 

,, Miscellane9us Expenses, as per Voucher 
31 August ...... do. do ............ 10 4 1 
30 September.. 

do. do 5 9 9 
30 November 

,, 
 d o. do 0 18 0 

-• 

81 Ju'y ........... 

31 December 

..,, 

,, do. do 7 9 3 
24 1 1 

31 Ilecember ... Balance expended in excess of Tolls to date................... ,, 395 13 9 

31 October........ 

-  

£ 592 11 1 £ 59211. 1 

Iiiverpoo, 14 January, 1858. Exaincd and approved by - SAML. MOORE, 
flY. MACDONALD, } Auditors STEPHE PEARCE, Commissioners. 
J. T. TAYLOR, .. w. H. LANE, 



RENT OF TOLLS, &o. 

TOLL GATES 

One Month's Rent to 31 July 

Do. to 31 August 

Do. to 30 September 

Do. to 31 October 

Do. to 30 November 

Do. to 31 December 

15 0 0 

15 0 0 

15 0 0 

15 0 0 

15 0 0 

15 0 0 

1858. 

UgtIattUe øcmbIL,. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
(CAMPBELLTOWN.) 

Orde'ed by the LegislaUve Assembly to be Printed, 23 September, 1858. 

ABSTRACT of the RECEIPTS and DISBURSEMENTS of the COMMISSIONERSof the CAMPBELLTOWN ROAD TRUST, for the Half-year from 
1 July to 31 December, 1857. 

RECEIPTS. AMOUNT. DISBURSEMENTS. AMOUNT. 

TOTAL RECEIPTS ... ... LI 90 0 0 

SALARIES :- 
Secretary... ... ... ... 
Surveyor ... ... ... ... 
Treasurer... ... ... ... 
Overseer... ... ... ... 

MISCELLANEOUS :- 
Wages for Labor ... ... ... 
Forage for Horses ... ... 
Road Metal, and carriage of same 
Metalling Roads ... ... ... 
Repairs to Roads... ... ... 
Tools, Stores, &e... ... ... 
Erecting Toll Houses and Gates... 
Repairs to do. do. ... ... 
Advertising and Printing ... 
Law expenses ... ... ... 
Commission to Auctioneers ... 
Postage, &c. ... ... ... 
Balance due to Commissioners to 30 June, 1857 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 

Balance on 31 December, 1857 

20 0 0 

4619 0 

140 

706 

084 
1317 4 

£ 89 9 2 

£ 0 10 10 

£ 90 0 0 

WILLIAM FOWLER, ) 
GEORGE TABER, - Commissioners, 
LAWRENCE KENDALL,) 
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2 WINDSOR ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 

RECEIPTS and DISBURSEMENTS of the COMMISSIONERS of the WINDSOR 
Dr. 

RECEIPTS. I AMOUNT. 

1857. 

1 July To Balance from last half-year, 30th June .......................................... 217 0 11 

7 ,....... ,, Received Rent of Fitzroy Tolls, for June ........................................ 29 0 0 

6 August ,, ,, Ditto ditto, for July ........................................ 29 0 0 

2 Sept......... ,, ,, Rent of Ferry, for May, June, July, and August ...... ........... . 21 15 0 
8 •,. ...... ,, Rent of Fitzroy Tolls, for August .....................£29 0 0 

Lessallowed ...............................................4 0 0 

- 25 0 0 

For materials of old Bridge .............................................. 6 0 0 

6 October ,, ,, Rent of Fitzroy Tolls, for September ..................£29 0 0 

Lessallowed ................................................6 0 0 

. 

- 23 0 0 

,, ,, Rent of Fitzroy Tolls, for October ... ................................ 0 0 

8 Dcc. ...... 

.29 

29 0 0 

6 Nov........ 

,,. ,, Ditto ditto, for November ................................... 

Rent of Ferry, for September, October, and November .............. 

. 
16 6 3 

£ 425 2 2 
1858. 

1 January ... To Balance down ........................................................................£ 34 15 1 

Windor, 31 December, 1857. 
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WINDSOR ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 3 

ROAD TRUST, for the Half-year ending 31 December, 1857. 

Cr. 

1857. 

15 August 

1 Sept....... 
9 ,....... 

26 ,....... 

2 October 

19 ,....... 

7 Dec....... 
31 ,....... 

DISBURSEMENTS. Asou 

By paid James Kippen, repairs, Windsor Road .............................. .. 1 
John Mills, drawing metal .............................................2 
Wages, as per account, Ferry and Windsor Road ..................3 
J. lyrnes, articles supplied .......................................... ..4 
Jas. Taylor, repairs, Windsor Road ................................5 
S. S. Collbran, do. do. 
Same, overseeing repairs ................................................7 
Peter Carroll, repairs, Windsor Road ................................8 
E. Moran, wages .........................................................9 
Reuben Greentree, working, Windsor Road ......................10 
J. Hogan, wages .......................................................11 
J. Rafter, repairs .........................................................12 
E. Mason, printing .....................................................13 
Wm. Catt, posting notices .............................................14 
Wages, 2nd August, Windsor Road ................................15 
Michael Hogan, work on Windsor Road ..........................16 
Henry G-reentree, do. do ...........................17 
Thomas Reedy, do. do ...........................18 
Edward Moran, do. do ...........................19 
ThomasEather, wheelbarrow ..........................................20 
Wages. to August 8th, Richmond Road ..............................21 
Wages to August 15th, Windsor Road .............................22 
John Mills, work, Windsor Road ....................................23 
Carroll and Stubbs, repairs, George-street ...........................24 
John Mills, on account, repairs, Windsor Road ........ ......... ..25 
Carroll and Stubbs, do. do .....................26 
Carroll and Stubbs, further do. do ......................27 
Thomas Eather, for a wheelbarrow ................................. ...28 
Wages, Richmond Road, to 19th August ... .................... ..29 
Ditto, ditto, 8th to 27th August ....................30 
Wages to 29th August .......................... .................. ..31 
Wages, Windsor Road, to 5th September .................... ... ..32 
Wages, Windsor Road, Richmond Road, and Punthill, to 

12th September .............................................J 33 
Ditto, ditto, ditto, 19th September 34 
John Mills, in full, for repairs, Windsor Road ...................35 
Wages, Windsor Road, Richmond Road, and Punt ap- 

36 proaches, 26th September ...............................5 
Thomas Reedy, repairs, Punt and Windsor Road .................37 
Thomas Byrne, repairing Bridge, Windsor, and Richmond 1 Road ........................................................ 38 

John Mills, repairs, Windsor Road ......... . ................. ........39 
John Bailey, wages, Fitzroy Bridge ................................40 
Charles Green, repairs, Windsor Road ............................41 
James Miller, draining logs, Windsor Road ......................42 
Faux and Beard, articles supplied ...................................43 
Wm. Walker, Quarter's salary, 30th September, 1857 ......... ..44 
Ditto, postages and stationer y.......................................45 
Carroll and Stubbs, further on account, repairs, Windsor Road 46 
JohnBurnes, sharpening tools ....................................47 
W. Abraham, advertising ...........................................48 
Charles Green, repairs, Windsor Road ............................49 
W. Walker, Quarter's salary ........................................50 
Same, postages and stationery ....................................... .51 

£ 390 7 1 
Balance on hand ....................................34 15 1 

425 2 2 

MICHAEL M'QUADE, 
Commissioners, RICH. RIDGE, 

JOHN BARKER, Windsor Road Trust. 

300 
2 10 0 
6 11 3 
1 2 0 
200 
8 10 6 
500 
50 0 0 
326 
400 
4 10 0 
050 
046 
026 
1 4 6 
276 
050 
1 17 6 
1 10 0 
226 
2 12 6 
4 5 10 
200 
30 0 0 
500 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
226 
2 10 0 
6 17 6 
6 18 9 
8 14 6 

16 10 0 

19 10 0 
20 10 0 

32 3 9 

600 

300 

0 10 0 
050 
200 
0 10 0 
1 15 0 
650 
050 
50 0 0 
090 
2 7 6 
0 10 0 
650 
050 
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IL 1858. 

9Lefattbc emb1. 

NE W SOUTH WALES. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
(RICHMOND.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 23 September, 1858. 

RECEIPTS and DISBURSMENTS of the COMMISSIONERS of the RICHMOND ROAD TRUST, for the Half-year ending 31 December, 1857 Cr. 

GEO. GUEST, 
WILLIAM FARLOW, Commissioners of the 

GEO. M. PITT, Richmond Road Tru, 

6S5 17 0 
;CJ 685 17 0 

1857. DISBURSEMENTS. 
.0 

§ 
573 8 8 5 August .. 

1 7 0 0 8 6 8 2 September 
By John Dunn, repairs Blacktown Road ............................ 
 George Oldfield, repairs main street, Richmond ............. 2 11 0 0 8 6 8 

3 10 0 0 8 6 8 
 Henry Potts, repairs South Creek Bridge ...................... 
 Christ. Connell, repairs main street, Richmond ................ 

..... 

4 8 12 0 7 October.. ,, John Dunn, repairs South Creek Bridge 5 70 15 0 ......................... 
 James F. Plunkett, ditto ..................................... 6 

8 1 9 
20 0 0 8 6 8  Thomas Buckton, repairs bridge and road, Blacktown 7 8 6 8 .  Samuel Senior, repairs to punt approaches, &c...  .............. 8 
40 0 0 
73 6 6 

............... 

Benjamin Carver, repairs road to the ferry, on account 9 
.. 

............. 
1 

80 0 0 
49 0 0 Thomas Nipperess, repairs to Windsor-street, Richmond ......... 

John Kelly, ditto ..................................... 11 10 0 0 Dennis Henly, repairs to ditch, &c,, ditto ........................ 12 6 0 0 
13 4 10 0 

Wages 26th September ....................................... 
Ditto, 5th October ........................................ ..... 
W. Walker, quarter's salary as secretary, due 30th September 

14 
15 

9 18 9 
6 

Ditto, postage and stationery ............................ ..... 16 
5 0 

0 5 0 
2 December 

Reading and Welbank, printing ................................. 
,, Bor.jamin Carver, on account of repairing road to ferry 

17 
18 

0 10 6 
............ 

19 
50 0 0 
4 1 0 Thomas Buckton, repairs Blacktown road .......................... 

Ditto, ditto ..................................... 
Thomas Nipperess, repairs main street, Richmond 

20 
21 

5 8 0 
31  ................ 

 Benjamin Carver, repairs road to ferry 22 
22 6 0 

.......................... 
H. J. Seymour, use of room ...................................
W. Walker, quarter's salary as secretary 

23 
24 

92 0 0 
3 5 0 

....................... 
Ditto, stationery, &c. ...................................... ... 25 

6 5 0 
0 5 0 

Balanceinhand .................................... ....... . 157 17 6 

1857. 

1 July ......... 
8 August ....... 
7 September..... 
5 October ....... 
12 

5 November..... 
5 December ..... 

To Balance in hand, 30th June ................................ 
Rent of Blacktown Tolls, for July .......................... 
,, Ditto for August ......................... 

Ditto for September....................... 
Ditto of Richmond Ferry, for September, October, and Nc 
vember ........ ..... .............................. 

Ditto of Blacktown Tolls for October ..................... 
Ditto for November ................... 
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Leçtlatite rnbI. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
(NARELLAN.) 

Ordeved by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 26 March, 1858. 

Dr. 
The COMMISSIONERS of the NARELLAN ROAD TRUST, in Account with the COLONIAL TREASURER, from 1 July to 31 December, 1855. Cr. 

RECEIPTS. 

To Balance on 30 June, 185, brought forward from 
lastAccount .......................................... 

Amount Received :- 

1855. 
Amount received by Tolls collected at 

June 1 - the Tollgate at Came's Hill, on Cow- 
topasture Road .......................... 

Dec. 31) 

Dec. 15 Cash paid into the Commercial Bank by 
the Hon. the Colonial Treasurer......... 

.Z"Tarellan, 4 February, 1856. 

Dateof Date of I  Amount 
Amount AMOUNT UNDER 

ach Bank of each TOTAL AMOUNT. DISBURSEMENTS, Voucher, 
of each EAch HEAD O 1

Deposit Receipt. 
Abstract. SERYICE. 

Receipt. __________ ______________ 

1855. 

By Salaries, as per Abstract :- 
244 9 4 Superintendent of Roads ........................... ...2 July 16 13 4 

Gatekeeper at Came's Hill Tollgate .........j } 
54 18 0 

-  7111 4 

7 Aug. 
11 Sept. 
12 Oct. 
5 Nov. 
4 Dec. 

51 11 6 
2010 0 
18 12 0 
18 2 3 
19 9 5 

128 5 2 

375 0 0 

747 14 6 

Instalments to Contractors, as per Voucher :— 
2 July 6 0 0 William Bale ........................................ 
Sept. . 
3 Oct. 

20 0 0 William Hull ........................................8 
Ditto....................................... 73 10 0 

1 Nov. 34 0 0 Ditto ......................................... 
4 ,, 25 0 0 CharlesHart ........................................ 

Samuel Jones ........................................ 17 ,, 24 0 0 

Miscellaneous Expenses, as per Voucher 
W. S. Mitchell, Auction Corn. on Sale of Tolls 22 Dec 4 11 3 
Advertising Sale of Tolls in Morning Herald.. 31 ,, 1 5 0 
Postages for the Year ......................................... 0 12 6 

6 8 9 

Balance on 31 December, 1855 ......................................487  4 5 

£ 74714 6 

J. N. OXLEY, C. N. R. P. 
J. M. ANTILL, C. N. R. P. 
GEO. MACLEAY, C. N. B. T. 

182 10 0 





DATE. 

1856. 

July 3 ...... 
Aug. 0 ...... 
Sept. 10 ...... 
Oct. 11 ...... 
Nov. 17 ...... 
Dec. 8 ..... 

PARTICULARS OF SUMS RECEIVED. AMOUNT. 

£ s. ci. 
To Balance in hand, 30 June, 1856 ................................181 14 5 
Rent of Tollgate at Came's Hill ............................... 15 4 2 

Ditto ditto ................................15 4 2 
Ditto ditto ............................... 15 4 2 
Ditto ditto ............................... 15 4 2 
Ditto ditto ................................15 4 2 
Ditto ditto ............................... 15 4 2 

1858, 

?LgtIatt,t ømb1ij. 
NEW SQUTH WALES. 

I 

Dr. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
(NARELLAN.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Ase.enzbly to be Printed, 26 Mercil, 1858. 

The COMMISSIONERS of the NARELLA.N ROAD TRUST, in Account Current for the Half-year ending 31 December, 1856. Cr. 

DATE. PAWIICULARS OF Suis EXPENDED. AMOUNT. 

1856 £ s. d. 
July 5 ...... .Paid David Creighton .................................................10 0 0 

12 Joseph Hull ................ ....................................... .70 0 0 
23 ,, David Creighton ................................................. 25 0 0 

Aug. 16 ,, Ditto .................................................7 10 0 
16 J. Hull and Wm. Bell ..................................... .... .6 2 6 
16 Samuel Jones  ....................................... ........... . 24 0 0 
18 Ditto ....................................................6 S 0 

Sept. 22 Thomas Blades ................................................... . 7 16 3 
24 W'illiani Cooper .................................. ............. . S 5 0 
21 ...... . Hugh M'Kinnon .................................................4 7 Cl 

Oct. 21 3 Thomas Blades....................................................7 16 
ly 21 ,, Hugh M'Kinnou ...................................................4 7 6 
yy 21 Wm. Cooper ........................................... ........... . 8 5 0 
Nov. 25 

. 

Thomas Blades.................................................... 5 12 6 
26 Wm. Cooper................................. .................... .16 10 0 
26 ,, Hugh M'Kinnon .................................................8 15 0 

Dec. 20 Thomas 7 16  
20 :: 8 5 0 
20 Hugh M'Kinnon ...............................................4 7 6 

Balance in hand, Dec. 31, 1856 .................................... .2115 2 

272 19 5 £272 19 5 

.Nerelan, 31 December, 1856. 

We certify to the correctness of the above Account, 
J. N. OXLEY, C.N.R.T. 
J. M. ANTIL]J, C,N.R.T. 
E. PALMER, C.N,R.T. 
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1858. 

Legiø1atie øetnbL. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS 
(NARELLAN.) 

Orc?ered by the Legislaive Assembly to be Prsuted, 23 Sptember, 1858. 

Dr. THE COMMISSIONERS of the NARELLAN ROAD TRUST in Account Current for the Half-year ending 31 December, 1857. Cr. 

DATE. PARTICULARS OF SUMS RECEIVED. AMOUNT. DATE. No. of PARTICULARS OF SUMS EXPENDED. AMOUNT. 

1857. 1857. 

1 July To Balance in hand, 30 June, 1857 ...................... ..... .107 16 11 4 July 6,241 3 0 0 
,, Tolls received from Catherine Wynn ...................... 21 18 4 21 Nov . ...... 6,252 

Paid Catherine Wynn .......................................... 
15 0 0 

August ...  1)o. Do 2118 4 28 ,. ...... 6,253 10 5 6 
.9 ,, 
September. 

1 15 0 
21 18 4 

,, ,. ...... 6,254 

 Thomas Blades .......................................... 
 Wages ..................................................... 

Jacob 
1 15 0 

Tolls from Catherine Wynn ,, ,. ...... 6,255 7 16 0 
October ... ,, Do. Do 21 18 4 6,256 

 George Gibson ............................................. 

45 12 4 
November.. 

,, Repayment by Samuel Jones ................................ 
 received ...................... 

 Do. Do 21 18 4 ,, ,, 6,257 

... 

... 

..  Hull ................................................ 
 Thomas Blades ........................................... 

4 16 0 
December .  Do. Do. 21 18 4 ,, ,. ...... 6,258 

. 

13 6 0 

5 Dec......... 

12 ,. ...... 6,259 

,, Wages .................................................. 
 David Crichton ........................................... 
 Ditto ................................................... 13 0 0 

6,260 

.. 

3 0 
6,261 

.. 
 Wages ...................................................1 
 Ditto .......................................................7 4 0 

6,262  Ditto ...................................................... 13 16 0 
. 

04 8 1 Balance on 31 December, 1857................ .. 

£ £ 241 111 241 111 

We certify to the correctness of the above Account. 

1E. 

J, N. OXLEY, C. N. R. T. 
UzcZen, 24 April, 1858. Signatures of Commissioners JAMES K. CHISHOLM, C. N. R. T. 

PALMER, C. N. R. T. 
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244 9 4 
By Salaries, as per Abstract 

Superintendent of Roads............................2 

Gatekeeper at Came's Hill Tollgate ......... { 
Instalments to Contractors, as per Voucher 

1855. 

July . . 16 13 4 

54 18 0 

7111 4 - 
51 11 6 2 July 6 0 0 
20 10 0 8 Sept. 

. 
Oct. 

20 0 0 
18 12 0 

William Rale ........................................ 

Ditto ...................................... 73 10 0 
18 2 3 

William Hull ......................................... 
.3 
1 Nov. 34 0 0 

19 9 5 
Ditto .......................................... 

Charles hart ........................................ 14  25 0 0 
128 5 2 Samuel Jones ........................................ 17  24 0 0 - - 18210 0 
375 0 0  Miscellaneous Expenses, as per Voucher :— 

W. S. Mitchell, Auction Corn. on Sale of Tolls 22 Dec. 4 11 3 
Advertising Sale of Tolls in Morning Herald 
Postages for the Year ........................................ 

31 ,, 1 5 0 
0 12 6 

7 Aug. 
11 Sept. 
12 Oct. 
5 Nov. 
4 Dec. 

1858. 

Ltttatij,c embtj. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
(NARELLAN.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 26 March, 1858. 

The COMMISSIONERS of the NARELLAN ROAD TRUST, in Account with the COLONIAL TREASURER, from 1 July to 31 December, 1855. Cr. 
Date of Amount D f Amount AnouNT uNDan 

RECEIPTS 
uachBnk of each rorALAuouT DISBIJRSEM1 fS 

Vouchci -Abstaract 
or 

To Balance on 30 June, 1855, brought forward from 
lastAccount .......................................... 

Amount Received:- 

1855. 
Amount received by Tolls collected at 

June 1 - the Tollgate at Came's Hill, on Cow- 
to pasture Road .......................... 

Dec. 31)  

Dec. 15 Cash paid into the Commercial Bank by 
the Hon. the Colonial Treasurer......... 

I f 689 

Balance on 81 December, 1855 ......................................487 4 5 

74714 6 £ 747 14 6 

Dr. 

.Narellan, 4 February, 1856. J. N. OXLEY, C. N. R. T. 
J. M. ANTILL, C. N. H. P. 
GEO. MACLEAY, C. N. R. P. 
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1858. 

UtgiøIatüe RoerinblV. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ROAD TRUST ACCOUNTS. 
(PENRITH.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 23 September, 1858. 

THE COMMISSIONERS of the PENRITH ROAD TRUST, in Account current for the Half-year 
ending 30 June, 1857. 

Dr. Cr. 

DATE, PARTICULARS or SuMs RECEIVED. AMOUNT. DATE. PARTICULARS or Suus
EXPENDED. AMOUNT. 

1857. To Balance in hand on 31st Dc- By Salary, as per Abstract A ..,. 15 0 0 
210 6 3 

Wages, as per Abstracts B to S 155 17 6 

30 June .. Half-yearly Rent of Toll-gate at  Services performed, as per Ab- 

cembet, 1856 ................. 

185 0 0 153 9 0 Hebersham ................. stracts 'r and U............
Balance on 30th June .......... 65 19 9 

TOTAL ............£ TOTAL ............£ 395 6 3 395 6 3 

We certify to the correctness of the above Account, 

R. COPELAND LETITBRIDG-E
'  
') 

GEO. THOS. CLARKE, Commissioners. 

Penrith, 13 February, 1858. 

THE COMMISSIONERS of the PENRITH ROAD TRUST, in Account current for the Half-year 
ending 31 December, 1857. 

Dr. Cr. 

DATE. PARTICULARS OP SUMS RECEIVED. AMOUNT. DATE. PARTICULARS : SUMS AMOUNT. 

1857. 1857. 
1 July .. To Balance in hand on 30th June, 31 Dec. .. By Wages, as per Abstracts A 

1857....................... 65 19 9 toR .................. ..212 10 0 

15 July .. Grant of Money from the Legis-  Contract, as per Voucher S. .. 477 12 0 
lature for the repair of road 
between Emu Ferry and Eastern 31 Dec. .. ,, Salary to Secretary and Trea- 
Creek ...................... 550 0 0 surer, as per Voucher T 15 0 0 

31 Dec. . Half- yearly rent of Hebersham 31 Dec. .. ,, Commission to Auctioneer, as 
185 0 0 

, Blacksmith's Bill, as per 

Toll-gate ..................... per Voucher U............6 15 0 

31 Dec. .. 

Voucher V................5 4 6 

Balance  o n 31st December, 
1857. .................. ..83 18 3 

TOTAL ............£ 800 19 9 TOTAL ............£ 800 19 9 

We certify to the correctness of the above Account, 

R. COPLAND LETHBRIDGE, 
GEO. THOS. CLARKE, 
THOS. BUSICK HAYLOOK, Commissioners. 

Penrith Road Trust Office, RICHARD BROOKS, 
15 February, 1858. 

515— 
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1 

REGISTRATION 
(REPORT FROM REGISTRAR GENERAL.) 

THE REGISTRAR GENERAL to THE HONORABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, reporting 
on the Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages for the year ending 31st 
December, 1857. 

SECOND ANNUAL REPORT. 

Registrar General's Office, 

Six, iSydney, 16 August, 1858. 

In presenting my second Annual Report on the progress of the system of 
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, established in 1858, under the provisions of 
the Act of Council 19th Victoria., No. 34, I have great satisfaction in noticing the success 

which has attended its operation during the past year, affording, as it does, the strongest 

evidence of the favor with which the public are beginning to regard the measure, and of the 

growing appreciation of the advantages, social, political, legal, statistical, and sanitary, 

which have been found to attend the collection of vital statistics in every civilized country. 

As a necessary branch of vital statistics, the importance of a Civil Registry of Tmportanceof 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages, is every day becoming more apparent; indeed, the pursuit vital Statistics. 

of statistical inquiries into every subject affecting human interests, whether individually or 

in a state of Society, seems almost to have become a necessity of the age in which we live ;—

errors as to facts are thus daily exploded, and more just data are supplied for the judgment 

of the legislator, and for the right comprehension of the principles which should guide the 

proceedings of governments and Societies, to the promotion of the physical and moral 

improvement of the people; and, besides this, the importance of having legal records easily 

accessible, to give security to the principles of inheritance, and to the legal succession to 
property, is very generally felt and acknowledged. 

In illustration of the value of these statistics, and of the errors as to facts which 
Facts elicited by 

their collection is calculated to remove, I may instance the fact that the Mortality Returns Registration.  

for the City of Sydney, enjoying, as it is believed, a most salubrious climate, and, as it is 

certain, one of the finest sanitary positions in the world, exhibited in the first year's regis- 

tration a higher death rate than was found to prevail in London in a year of cholera. Is not 

this an important fact for us to know, and does it not demand the earnest attention of the 

philanthropist? How long might we have remained in ignorance of this sacrifice of human 

life, had not its existence been brought home to us with all the authority of stubborn facts? 

We are thus furnished with unimpeachable evidence of the existence of certain social 

evils amongst us, calling for remedy; and we are made to learn that, with all our advantages 

of climate and position, we cannot with impunity neglect those sanitary precautions which 

have been found to exercise so beneficial an influence on the public health in all populous 

ci.ties. With these introductory remarks I will now proceed to make such comments on the 
Tables appended to this Report as may seem necessary for their elucidation. 

For the sake of comparison, and for other useful objects, I have distributed the 
Dh'isions of the  Registry Districts into ten divisions :— Colony. 

1st. The "Northern," comprising the ten Registry Districts that will eventually i 
form the new northern Colony. 

2nd. The "North-eastern," embracing the fifteen Districts bordering the Qoast 
from Point Danger to the Hunter. 

3rd. The "North Midland," embracing the three Districts forming the table AppendixB. 

land of New England. 

4th. The " North-western," embracing six Registry Districts, exclusively 
pastoral. 

5th. 
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4 REGISTRATION. 

Appendix B. 

General results 
of Registration 
for the year. 

Appendix A. 

Population of 
the Colony on 
let JanuaTy, 
1857. 

5th. The "Metropolitan," embracing the City of Sydney and the seven Registry 

Districts within the limits of the Metropolitan Police District. 

6th. The "East Midland," comprehending the thirteen extra Metropolitan 

Districts, from the Hunter southerly to Camden and Picton. 

7th. The "West Midland," embracing nine Districts, (principally pastoral and 

mining), bearing westerly from the Blue Mountains. 

8th. The "South-eastern," including the seven Districts bordering the Coast 

from Wollongong to Eden. 

9th. The " South Midland," embracing ten Districts of considerable elevation, 

and enjoying a somewhat European climate, (partly pastoral and partly 

agricultural.) 

10th. The " South-western," comprehending five Registry Districts, in the plain 

country, (entirely pastoral), extending to the extreme westerly confines 

of the Colony. 
By this arrangement I have endeavored to secure a classification having reference to 

elevation and similarity of climate, as well as to similarity of pursuit. The relative health-

fulness of the population in different parts of the Colony will thus be brought out, and the 

knowledge of diseases incident to locality, or to occupation, will be very largely promoted. 

It will be seen that the total registrations in the year were- 
12,503 Births, 

2,902 Marriages, 

4,846 Deaths. 

The * Table at foot shews the rate per cent. which these figures bear to the population 

by the last Census in the different divisions of the Colony described in the last paragraph.—

The increase of the population by the excess of births over deaths thus accounted for was 

7,657, being at the rate of 2636 per cent. on the estimated population at the beginning of 

the year. This is rather more than double the natural increase of the population exhibited 

by the Registration Returns for England and Wales. In 1855, the rate was 1121 per cent.,  

which is stated to have been greater than the annual increase of the two previous years. 

In the ten years, however, from 1831 to 1841, the rate of increase of the population was 

calculated at 1551 per cent. annually. 

In the postscript to my report on the Census of 1856, I estimated the population 

on the 1st of January, 1857, at 290,406; if we add to this the increase by Births over 

Deaths, 7,657, and further the net increase by Immigration during the year 10,959, we 
shall find that on the 1st January, 1858, the total population of the Colony should have 

been 309,022, that is an increase of 18,616 souls, or 6410 per cent. in the year, viz. :— 

On 1st January, 1857 •... ... ... 290,406 

Net Immigration ... ... ... •.. 10,959 

Excess of Births over Deaths ... ... 7,657 

309,022 

The overland migration between this Colony and Victoria may affect this calculation 

materially, but to what extent, and whether by increasing or decreasing the numbers, there 

is no present means of ascertaining. 

Divisios. 

Per Centage 
of 

Total Births 
to 

Population. 

Per Centage 
of 

Marriages 
to 

Population. 

Per Centage 
of 

Total Deaths 
to 

Population. 

Per Centage 
of the excess 
of Births 
over Deaths 
to Population. 

I. Northern ..................... 446 095 
095 

176 270 
3.31 

II. North-eastern ............... 503 
512 102 2'08 303 

III. North Midland ............... 
306 060 155 150 

IV. North-western ............... 
488 150 238 250 

V. 
VI. 
Metropolitan ..................
East Midland ....... ........... 492 079 182 

142 
310 
286 

VII. West Midland ............... 428 
4.95 

103 
082 110 385 

VIII. 
432 103 127 304 

IX. 
Sooth-eastern .................. 
South Midland ................. 

245 035 095 1-49 
X. 

469 109 182 287 
South-western .................. 

NEW SOtrTn WALEs.. 

N.B.—The calculations are based upon the population as talten at tue uensub us 
BIRTHS. 
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BIRTHS. 

7. The subjoined Tables show the number of Births registered in each Quarter of(Comparative 
statement of the years 1856 and 1857, for Sydney and for the whole Colony respectively :-.-- Births 
AnA 1857.) 

Comparative Table of Biurirs registered in SYDNEY during the Years 1856 and 1857. 

1856. 1857. INCREASE. DECREASE. 

QUARTERS ENDING 

0) 0) 0? 0) 

4 E- E 14 - 
*31st March 14 14 28 249 277 526 
30th June ...... .•223 203 426 325 816 641 102 113 215 215 
30th September.  281 271 552 266 287 553 .. 16 16 15 

.........

.. 15 
31st December 266 279 545 284 268 552 18 ., 18 1111 7 

Tomx .... 784 767 1,551 1,124 1,148 2,272 .. .. .. 1-17  1 .... 
* Registration commenced on 1st March, 1856. 

Comparative Table of BIRTHS registered in NEW Souu WALES during the Years 
1856 and 1857. 

1856.- 1857. INCREAsE. 

QUABTERS ENDING 
ID  

. 
d 

. 
'2- 

0) 0 0 0) 0 

31st March * No Returns. 1,427 1,464 2,891 
1, 148 

... 

1,035 2,183 1,564 1,518 3,082 416 483 899 30th June ........... 

1,567 1,602 3,169 1,641 1,639 3,280 74 37 111 30th September ........ 

1,593 1,601 3,194 1,634 1,616 3,250 41 - 15 56 31st December ........ 

TOTALs 6266 6237 12503 531 535 1066 4308 4238 8546 

ProortionofMales} 
to I  Females 1000 98 3 1000 985 

!''The  ICegistrations made in March, 1856, being few in number, are thrown into the next Quarter. 
The development of the system of Registration is thus clearly, exhibited.; and it is a satisfac-
tion to find that its introduction into this Colony has met with fewer obstructions, and con-
sequently exhibits a much greater measure of success than was found to -attend- the operation 
of the law in the same period of time in the sister Colony of Victoria. - 

In accordance with the universal law of population, the births of males are found PropoTiOn of 
male, to females. to preponderate slightly over the births of -females. In both the years 1856 and 1857 the 

proportion was 100 males to 98 females; in Victoria, according to the last report of the 
Registrar General, the proportion for the year 1856-7 was 103 boys to 100 girls, whilst in 
England in 1855, the proportion was 104 boys to 100 girls. 

In the Table at foot is exhibited the number of children born out of wedlock, the fliegitimate. 
number of triplets, and the number of twins, registered. - - births, twins and 

The illegitimate children are as 2335 per cent. to the total births-;---this is very much 
llegitte. 

below the average of England and Wales, but higher than is exhibited in the returns of 
Victoria. 

ILLEGITIMATE5. TRIPLETS. TWINS. 

Males. I Females. Males. I Females. Males. Females. 

Sydney.....................26 
Eam1et 32 3 .. 20- 30 ....................
Country Districts ........... 

13 
100 

19 
102 

.. 
2 

.. 
1 

10 
70 

14 
81 

Totals ......... 139 - 153 1 - 100 125 

- 461—.B In 
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In England and Wales the proportion varies very considerably from 1 per cent. in certain 

districts up to as high as 17 1er cent. in others—the average being from 6 to 7 per cent. 

In Victoria the numbers registered bear a smaller proportion. In the years 1856-7 out of 

15,937 births registered, 249 are recorded as being out of wedlock; that is. 1562 per cent.; 

but it is more than probable that neither in Sydney nor in Melbourne are the true number 

of illegitimate births arrived at. 

TripletS. 
Triplets are recorded in only two instances, one in Sydney of 3 male children, and 

one in the country of two boys and one girl. 

Twine. 
Twins are recorded in 113 instances,-100 being males and 125 females; 1 unrecorded, 

having been still-born. 

Observations 10. The number of births registered upon "declaration" after the expiration of 60 
upon the effect 
of the solemn days, and within 6 months was 
declaration 
required after 60 In Sydney ................................223 
days. In the Hamlets ..........................142 

In the Country Districts ...... ........... 561 

Total............926 

Sec. xxii. The effect of that provision of the Registration Act which requires a solemn declara- 

tion to be made by the parent or by some person present at the birth previous to registration, 

has been rather to obstruct than to facilitate the working of the system. If the object was to 

incite to a more exact observance of the time prescribed by the preceding section of the Act, it 

has altogether failed. To be effectual, the privilege should be attended with a small fine, 

say 5s., payable to the Registrar, as may be seen prescribed in the Registration Act of South 

Australia. As the law stands at present, double trouble is imposed upon the Registrar, whilst 

the neglect of the parent goes scotfree. Whenever the law is amended, I would strongly urge 

the adoption of the South Australian principle. 

MARRIAGES. 

11. The number of Mairiages celebrated during the year was 2,902 ; of this number 

94 were celebrated before the Registrars, namely,-4 in Sydney, 7 in the Hamlets, and 83 

in the Country Districts. These figures prove, beyond a doubt, that the privilege conceded 

by the Marriage Act is very sparingly exercised where the church is -in a position to offer her 

services; and there is no reason to suppose that in any single instance has the provision of 

the law which authorizes the celebration of marriages before the Registrar encouraged or 

been accessory to a clandestine marriage. 

The numbers 12. In the Mother Country the number of persons signing the Marriage Registers with 
.signing the liar- 
riage ategieter a marks, as compared with those signing their names in full, is taken as a tolerably accurate 
test of education. 

test of the state of education ; and the results of this test have been fully borne out by data 

obtained by means of the Census and other modes of information. The Registrar General of 

England observes in his last report, " there can be no doubt that the analysis of the relative 

" numbers that sign the Marriage Registers with marks and that write their names in the 

" National Returns throws more light on the permanent results of elementary education 

" than any other test that has yet been devised." He further states " It is consolotary to 

" find that within the fifteen years 1841 to 1855, the proportion of men who write their 
" names has increased from 67-3 to 705, and the proportion of women has increased to a still 

greater extent, namely, from 512 to 588 in 100." As compared with this statement the 

following Table bears favorable evidence as to the degree of elementary education amongst 

our up-grown population. It will be seen that the proportion signing their names in the 

Registers is 9 per cent. greater amongst the males, and 7 per cent. greater amongst the 

females in favor of New South Wales. 

Proportion per cent, of Males and Females who signed the Marriage Register with marks, 
and who wrote their names during 1857. 

Sydney ................................... 
Hamlets ................................. 
Cou:try Districts ......................... 

New South Wales ......................... 

PROPORTION IN 100 MALES PROPORTION IN 100 PEMALES 

Who signed 
with marks, 

Who wrote 
their names, 

Who signed Who wrote 
with marks, their names. 

30' 70' 
23' 77. 
40' 60' 

11' 
14' 
27 

89• 
86' 
73 

21 79 35. 65- 
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As I stated in my first annual report the imperfect form of Certificate prescribed Tmperfeetionof 
by the Marriage Act, precludes the possibility of making any further analysis of the Marriage riage Certificate. 
Returns. In England many useful and interesting inquiries relative to the ages, social 

condition, &c., of the people are entered into, which the defective information conveyed in the 

Marriage certificate forbids Inc to attempt. The Marriage Registers are there regarded as a 

barometer of the social state and prospects of the people as the funds are of their financial 
state and prospects. 

There are two very glarinb  cr defects in the Marriage Law productive of great evils insufficiency of 
' the law to check 

to which it is my duty to direct attention,—the one is the absence of any sufficient check upon irrtular 
improper persons claiming to be placed on the Register as Ministers of Religion authorized 

marriages, &c. 

 

to celebrate marriages; the other is, the absence of any proper check upon the celebration of 

irregular marriages. With regard to the first, some evidence of the applicant's• being an 

ordinarily officiating Minister of Religion would be desirable; and, with regard to the second, 

it is absolutely essential that the Marriage Certificate should coney clear evidence on the 
face of it of either of the parties being under age. 

Two or three instances of marriages irregularly celebrated in this respect have been 

brought under your notice, and I- have reason to believe that the provision of the law 

which requires the written consent of the parent or guardian is not duly regarded. The evils 

incident to this neglect call for some prompt remedy, for there is no knowing what social 

derangements, and what unhappiness in families may be the result. The endorsement of 

consent on the certificate required by section 12 of the Act, has been found altogether useless 

as a check against the celebration of clandestine marriages, the mere neglect of the endorse-

ment being sufficient to conceal the offence. In the appendix will be found a form of 
Marked M. 

certificate which I would strongly recommend as a substitute for that which experience has 

proved to be so defective; this form is somewhat similar to that in use in the adjoining 

Colony, and is framed not only to meet the objection raised above, but to supply all the 

statistical information required to iatisfy the form of register which has been adopted. 

DEATHS. 

The nosology, or classification of diseases, adopted in the Mortality Tables, Reasons for 
adopting the appended to this Report, is identical with that employed in the Mother Country, and in the 
nosoIg 

Colony of Victoria. As a nosologist, Dr. Farr's reputation is not confined to England. Tables. 

The European celebrity he has attained in this branch of science would have rendered any 

departure from the system-he has laid down, except upon the most conclusive evidence of its 

inapplicability to these Colonies, a most rash and presumptuous step. It is, moreover, of 

very great importance that the systems obtaining in the Australian Colonies should assimilate 

in every respect. It may be that diseases will be found in this country similar in their 

effects upon the human frame, but traceable to predisposing causes of a widely different 

character from those to which they owe their origin in European climates; but this 

hypothesis can only be satisfactorily proved by the carefully recorded observations of a long 

period of time; and one of the most important results to be obtained from registration is, 

the collection of facts leading to a more perfect knowledge of the predisposing causes, the 

proper treatment, and the relative.fatality of diseases, from which may eventually be deduced 

by the scientific inquirer principles that will have a most important effect upon Medical 

Science in these Colonies, and tend to the diminution of human suffering throughout the world. 

16. It is with the view set forth in the last paragraph that I- have sought the 
Steps taken to 
secure reliable co-operation of the members of the Medical Profession, so that the facts recorded relating to 
,iata as to 

the "causes of death" may command perfect confidence. Unprofessional testimony, upon causeofdeath 

which more than half the causes of death have hitherto been recorded, is obviously uxisatis- 

factory. I therefore, in the latter part of last year, addressed a letter to the President of 

the Medical Board, a copy of which will be found in the Appendix, soliciting the intervention 
Marked N 

of the Board with a view to obtain a more general appreciation by the Profession of the 

object sought to be attained. Unfortunately, I failed to secure the assistance I asked from the 

Board, on the grounds that any action unconnected with its immediate functions might be 
misinterpreted. - - 

In the Act for Registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages in South' Australia, 

provision is made to secure a reliable record of the " cause of death." The clause 

runs as follows, viz. :-" Every Medical Practitioner who shall have been in attendanCe uponMedical Practi-

" any person deceased, or who shall have examined the body, shall deliver to the nearest 01causeofdath. 

11kin, 
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kin, occupier, or other person required by this Act to give information of the death to the 

" District Registrar, a certificate under his hand, according to the form in the Schedule 

" hereto annexed, marked G, setting forth to the best of his knowledge and belief the cause 

of death, which certificate such nearest of kin, occupier, or other person shall, when noti- 

fying the death, deliver to the District Registrar or Registrar General; and such Medical 

" Practitioner neglecting to give such certificate when demanded, shall be liable to a penalty 

not exceeding five pounds, nor less than two pounds." No reasonable objection presents 

itself to the embodiment of a similar provision into our law, and I trust, when any amendment 

is proposed, that this very important matter will not be overlooked. 

Comparison 17. The total number of deaths registered during the year was 4,846, and the Table 
hetween  
registered at foot will show the Quarterly Mortality as compared with the previous year. It will be 
1866 and 1857. 

seen that the Deaths registered in the second quarter of 1856 exceeded by 89 the deaths 

registered in 1857; but in the two latter quarters there was an increase of 81 and 87, 

respectively, or 168 deaths in the halfyear. 

Comparative Table of DEATHS Registered in New South Wales, during the years 
1856 and 1857. 

1856. 1857. INCREASE. DECREASE. 

QuARTERS ENDING. -. . . . 
S 

ci Q S S 
'S 

E 

'31st March .'.........111 76 187 890 558 1;448 

30th June .................665 471 1,136 634 413 1,047 ........31 58 89 

6 15 81 30th September ...........620 377 997 686 392 1,078 

31st December.............722 464 1,186 7.88 485 1,273 66 21 . 87 

21118 11,388 3,506 2,998 1,848 4,846 

* Registration commenced on 1st March, 1856. 
I have reason to believe, owing to the precautions laid down by the law to secure the 

accurate registry of deaths, that but few, comparatively, escape registration; the return may, 

thereforè, be received with great confidence as illustrative of the relative healthfulness of the 

population in the different quarters of the year. 
IS. Whilst (allowing for the increase of population) but little variation is seen in 

the total mortality during the years 1856 and 1857, a considerable increase is observable in 

the deaths of children under five years of age. 

Deaths of cyin- In 1856, the tables exhibited the proportions of 4551 per cent. in the Metropolitan 
dren under five . 

i years. Districts, and 3466 per cent. n the Country Districts. In 1857 the proportions were 

4889 per cent. in the Metropolitan Districts, and 3682 per cent. in the Country Districts. 

There is observable, moreover, in the present tables a very remarkable difference in the 

rate of mortality of children under 5 years of age in the City as compared with the outlying 

Metropolitan Districts. It appears by the returns for the City, that a proportion of 4449 

per cent. only of the deaths were under 5 years of age; whilst the outlying districts show 

5814 per cent under that age. I have not the leisure to trace this excessive death-rate 

of children in the Hamlets to its cause; it is a remarkable fact, but I must leave its 

solution to more minute inquirers. It will most probably be found that the number of 

- children under 5 years of age bears a greater proportion to the total population than is to 

be found in the City. 

On Infantine 
19. With the view of showing the rate of infantine mortality as compared with 

Mortality. 1856, I have caused the Table following to be prepared. The first column for each year 

exhibits at a glance the relative proportion which the deaths under 1 year bear to the deaths 

under 5, as well as to the, total deaths. The second column shows the proportion of deaths 

between the ages of 1 and 2 to the deaths under 5, and to the total deaths. These par-

ticulars, moreover, are given separately for Sydney, the Hamlets, and Country Districts, as 

Comparison in 
well as in combination at the bottom of the Table. Taking the deaths under 1 year in the 

Sydney. Sydney District, a decrease of 303 per cent. will be observed on the deaths under 5, but an 

increase of 114 on the total deaths of the year; and if we look to the deaths under 2 years, 

in, the third column, we shall find a decrease of 275 per cent. on the deaths under 5, and an 

increase of 213 on the total deaths. 
Comparative 
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Comparative Table, showing the rate of INPANTINE MORTALITY during the years 
1856 and 1857. 

9 

1856. 1857. 

445 1,092 372 136 508 586 1,317 296 102 1 398 

8651 22-92 8943 63'48 2320 86'68 

2710 9'34 3644 2824 1032 3857 

158 49 207 245 441 243 88 331 364 626 

6449 20-00 8449 66'75 2417 9092 

35'82 11'11 46'93 3881 1405 52-87 

453 124 577 684 1,973 694 210 904 1,069 2,903 

66'22 1812 8435' 64'92 19-64 84-56 

22'96 628 29'24 23'90 7'23 31-14 

907 275 1,182 1,374 3,506 1,309 434 1,743 2,019 4,846 

6601 2001 8602 6483 21-49 8632 

25-86 7'84 33-71 2701 8-95 3596 

SYDETEY ................ 

Per centage on deaths under S 

Ditto on total deaths ....... 

HAMLETS ................ 

Per centage on deaths under 5 

Ditto on total deaths.. .. .. .. 

Cowerity DISTRICTS ...... 

Per centage on deaths under S 

Ditto on total deaths ........ 

TOTALS .................. 

Per centage on deaths under 5 

Ditto on total deaths ........ 

In the Hamlets we observe an increase of 226 per cent, in the deaths under 1 year Hamlets. 

on the deaths under 5; and of 299 on the total deaths. Again, in the deaths under 2 years 

we find an increase of 6-43 per cent, on the deaths under 5, and of 594 on the total deaths. 

In the Country Districts we find a decrease of 130 per cent. in the deaths under 1 year on country 

the deaths under 5, but an increase of 094 on the total deaths; whilst in the third column, Districts.  
showing the deaths under 2 years, we see an increase of 0'21 per cent. on the deaths under 

5, and of 190 on the total deaths Combining the three classes of districts we see a decrease 

of 1'18 per cent, in the deaths under 1 year on the deaths under 5, but an increase of 1'15 

on the total deaths; whilst in the deaths under 2 years we find an increase of 030 per cent. 

on the deaths under 5, and of 2'25 on the total deaths. It must be confessed that this 

analysis is not so satisfactory as could be wished; and I am sorry to say thatI can offer no 

satisfactory reason for the excessive infantine mortality which the Table displays in the 

Hamlets or suburban districts as compared with the previous year. 

20. At foot will be found a Comparative Statement* of the Quarterly Deaths regis- Sydney 

tered in the City of Sydney during 1856 and 1857: the first quarter admits of no compari- Mortality, 

son; the second quarter shows a decrease of 89, or 2445 per cent, in the mortality of 1857; 

the third quarter shows a difference of 2 in favor of 1857; whilst the last quarter shows an 

increase of 53 or 1492 per cent, upon the mortality of the previous year. 

* COMPARATIvE TABLE of DEATHS registered in Sydney during the Years 1856 and 1857. 

1856. 

Quarters ending 

ci 

31 Marcht .........44 1 36 80 198 
80 June ...........198 168 364 154 3OSeptember ...... .164 129 293 160 31 December .......202 153 355 §220 

Total .........608 484 1,092 1 732 

1857. Increase. I Decrease. 

I 

Net 
, Decrease 

Cs 

PR E- I-i 
145 343 
121 44 45 89 89 131 291 ., 

275......... 
2 2 4 4 2 §188 408 18 35 53 Increase, 

585 1,317 

........ 

f Registration commenced on let March, 1856. 
In the Monthly Health Report for October, 1857, an error occurs in the deaths of the corresponding month of the previous year. The deaths registered in October, 1856, were 103—.not 90, as stated. 
jl9 of the unspecified deaths registered in October having occurred in previous months were omitted from the monthly es to 
6 females. prevent the appearance of an excessive increase in the mortality in that particular month—viz., I males and 

461—C 
21. 
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are paid on the same terms as the Country Registrars. Irrespective of the great interruption 

to the clerical duties of the office, the central establishment does not offer those facilities for 

registration in the remoter parts of the city which it is extremely desirable, if not necessary, 

for the accurate registration of births and deaths, should be afforded to the public. There 

is reason to think that many births go unregistered, which the exertions and supervision of 

local registrars would secure. I am, therefore, of opinion that the sooner this change is 

carried out the better. 

As there is still much misapprehension as to the authority upon which the form Explanation as 
to the Forms of 

of registration in eases of births, deaths, and marriages has been adopted—a misapprehension Registration 

which it is desirable should be removed—I will again call attention to what has been said in 

former reports, namely, that the inquiries are made on legally constituted authority, and are 

not the emanations of a personal curiosity If objectors will take the trouble to refer to the 

Schedules D and B to the R.egistratiou Act, they will discover a very palpable oversight on is vie., No. 34. 
the part of the officer who drew the Bill, and on the part of the Legislature which passed it, 
they will discover that gJarsne Schedules were bymistake substituted in the place of those 

intended for the General Registry of the Colony. It became my duty then to find legal 

means for remedying the error that had thus occurred, and fortunately the 6th section of 

the Act provided me with the means of meeting the difficulty. In accordance with the 

authority therein contained, the forms now in use were, with the approval of the Governor 

and Executive Council, proclaimed by notice in the Government Gazette of the 28th 

February, 1856, and were thereupon made as binding on all persons affected thereby as if 

they formed part of the Act. It will be seen, moreover, that the particulars required to be 

furnished are exactly those required in Schedules D and B, substituting, of course, the name 

of the place for the latitude and longitude. I trust Sir, after this explanation, we shall hear 

no more as to the illegality of the form of registration adopted. It might be desirable, however, 

in order to place the question out of the reach of cavil, whenever any amendments are made 

in the law, to give attention to this point, and I trust that whenever this is done the integrity 

of the system which it has been my endeavour to carry out, and which has met with 

so large a measure of success, will not be violated to meet the objections of the few whose 
prejudices it must be left to time to remove. 

Enlightened persons will not object to the apparent exposure of their family history 
when satisfied that the only object is. the promotion of the public welfare, nor will they 
think inquiries impertinent, which although seenztnyly minute and unimportant, have been 

recommended by the united experience of the ablest statisticians in Europe as of great value 
in proof of questions regarding descent, and to determine the principles of inheritance, as 

well as for other useful statistical purposes. The fact that the individuality of the par-

ticulars is lost in the mass of many thousand entries annually made; and the further fact, 

which maybe ascertained by any person sceptical on this matter who will take the trouble 

to pay a visit to the office, that already, at this date, upwards of 50,000 persons have supplied 

the information sought to be obtained, altogether preclude the idea of impertinence which 
some persons seem to entertain. 

I have on other occasions directed attention to the defective state of the Baptismal 
the Baptismal 

and Burial Returns transferred to this department from the Supreme Court. As almost Marriage and
Burial Registers 
transferred from every week produces some fresh instance of the insufficiency or inaccuracy of the Returns the Supreme 

furnished by.  the Clergy, it may be desirable that I should give an example to show how Cour. 

utterly inadequate to the proof of inheritance the former system of registration has been. 

Inquiry was made about three months ago for the record of the burial of one Harriet Ada 

Cook, who died in Sydney on the 12th April, 1854. Search being made, the particulars 
given at foot* were found in the Register. A question of froperty to which his wife was 

next in succession made it of the greatest imgortance to the inquirer that he should sub-

stantiate the fact of the death of her elder sister, a fact which the records in question 

WESLEYAN Burials in the Sydney North Circuit, in the County of from the twenty-second (22nd) 
day of January to the (16th) sixteenth dcv of Anril. 18M. 

Name Age Abode. When Buried. Ship's Nane. Quality or By whom the Ceremony 

8,—Oook ... ..... .Sydney— 14 April, 1854. Stephen Rabone. 

I certify the above to be a true Return of all Burials performed by me, within the time above specified. 
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afforded the most ready and simple, if not the only means of proving. The inquirer's dis-

appointment may readily be supposed on being furnished with a certificate of the entry as it 

appears in the Register. It will be seen that neither the Christian name nor the sex 

of the deceased appears on the record, or anything indeed to identify the person sought 

after. By what process or at what expense the inquirer may be able to prove a fact so 

important to his interests, or whether he can succeed in proving the fact at all, I am not 

in a position to say. If this were the only case it would furnish a powerful argument 

for the establishment of a Civil Registry, but when daily experience shows that this is 

not a solitary instance the argument becomes irresistible. 

Biative to 23. Before I conclude my Report it is proper that I should make favorable mention of 

the services of two gentlemen employed in this branch of the department. Mr. M'Donnell, 

the senior Clerk and Accountant, has, by his untiring zeal in the discharge of his duties, 

and by his general intelligence, contributed largely to the successful carrying out of the new 

system of Registration; and to Mr. Dodweli I am much indebted for the valuable assistance 

be has afforded me in the important sphere of duty assigned to him. I commend both 

these gentlemen to the favorable notice of the Government. 

Enumeration of 
Tables in the 24. In the Appendix will be found 12 sets of Returns, viz. :— 
Appendix. 
Marked A. lst.—A Table of Births Marriages and Deaths for the year, distinguishing the 

City, the Hamlets, and the Country Districts. 

2nd.—A Table with a summary showing the population, with the births deaths 

and marriages of the year, classified in ten divisions, according to the distri- 
Marked B. bution alluded to in paragraph 4 of this report. 

3rd.—Table of Marriages, showing the number celebrated by the different denomi 

nations, and by the District Registrars, the small figures denoting those 

Marked C. 2 signing with marks. 

Marked1. 
4th—Summary of Deaths in the whole Colony, (3 Tables.) 

Marked 
5th.—Summary of Deaths in Sydney, (3 Tables.) 

ar 
6th—Summary of Deaths in the Hamlets, (3 Tables.) 

Marked F. - 
2 

th.—Summary of Deaths in the Country Districts, (3 Tables.) 
Marked G. 

8th—.Nosological Tables for Sydney. 
Marked It. 

Oth.—Nosolo°ical Tables for Hamlets. 
)larkedL 

Marked 
lOth.—Nosological Tables for Country Districts. 

Marked K. 
llth.—Table of Births and Deaths occurring at Sea.  

12th.—Return of the Registry Districts, with the names of the District Registrars 

Marked L. at this date. 

In submitting these returns, I would take leave to deprecate the notion which some persons 

may entertain, that they are a mere arrray of figures elaborately and ingeniously combined 

in columns and tables, but barren of useful results. They may present no charms to the 

general reader, but they are fraught with important and useful information. They may be 

looked upon as the opening folios of our national ledger, exhibiting at one view the profit and 

loss accruing upon the years transactions. By their aid we are advancing in the knowledge 

of the social laws by which we are governed, and are preparing to counteract the evil 

tendencies by which we are surrounded. Future generations will appreciate our labors, and 

applaud the wisdom and enlightenment displayed by their progenitors, in storing up for 

their benefit a mass of information which cannot fail of acquiring increased interest and 

usefulness as every year adds to its collection; inasmuch as it will enable them to draw 

comparisons, and to deduce conclusions, that may exercise a most important influence upon 

their well-being and happiness. 
I have, &c., 

CHRIS. ROLLESTON, 

Registrar General. 

APPENDIX 
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TABLE shewing the Number of BraTirs, MAIiRIAGES, and DEATHS registered in the Colony of New South Wales 
during the Year ended 31st December, 1857. 

BIRTHS. 
MAR- 

DEATHS. 

mAnES. 
Males. Femalesi Total. Males. Females. Total. 

2,272 1,047 732 585 1,317 S Y D NE Y .......................................... 1,124 1,148 
HAMLETS ......................................... 866 850 

. 
1,716 180 824 302 626 

1,990 1,998 3,988 1,227 1,056 887 1,943 
SYDNEY A N D H A MLETS .............................. 
COUNTRY DISTRICTS ................................ 4,276 4,239 8,515 1,675 1,942 961 2,903 

GRAND TOTALS ....................... 6,237 12,503 6,266 2,902 2,998 1,848 4,846 

 

TABLE shewing the POPULATION, with the Number of BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, and DEATHS registered in each 
District of the Colony of New South Wales during the Year ended 31st December, 1857, classified in 
Ten Divisions. 

DISTRICTS. 
POPULA- 

BIRTHS. 
MAR- 

DEATHS. 

Males. Females. Total. Males. Females. Total. 
noN, 1856. RIACES. 

I. NORTHERN. 
328 Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. 

1. Lcichhardt............................ 
287 8 9 17 5 7 1 8 

2. Port Curtis ........................... 

1,309 11 14 25 9 12 3 15 4. Maryborough ............ .......... 669 17 11 28 13 Nil. Nil. Nil. 

6. Ipswich 
5,844 156 120 276 51 65 42 107 

3. Gayndah ............................ 

4,558 
1,362 

115 
31 

115 
38 

230 
69 

58 
9 

67 
11 

36 
4 

103 

5. Brisbane ............................ 
............................ 

1,457 29 35 64 10 18 7 
15 
25 

7. War wick ............................ 

10. Surat or Condamjne 
678 
415 

. .  

13 
6 

19 32 5 15 5 20 
8 14 2 5 .... 5 

8. Drayton............................ 
9. Dalby .............................. 

.................. 

16,907 386 369 755 162 200 98 298 T OT AL .............. 

II. NORTH EASTERN. 
1,283 20 

- 
24 44 5 13 4 17 

1,069 30 31 61 12 9 6 is 3. M'Leay .............................. 962 34 28 62 15 10 3 13 

1. Tabulani ............................ 

0 652 f 22 17 39 6 7 5 12 

2. Grafton ............................ 

5. Manning ........................f ' 1 51 56 107 18 11 3 14 

4. Port Macquarie, and ................. 

1,222 24 20 44 5 9 5 14 
6. Port Stephens ........................ 

' 8. Clarence Town 2 82 '- s 88 7 13 11 24 
7. Dungog, and...................... 

.................. 1 17 
51 

22 
58 

39 
109 

4 
15 

7 
14 

4 
4 

11 
18 

9. Paterson ...........................2,399 
JO. Raymond Terrace ...................4,007 93 98 191 18 86 28 64 

Maitland .......................... 
Patrick's Plains 

15,290 431 416 847 174 180 122 302 
3,419 
1,028 

65 
19 

80 
9 

145 
.28 

49 
6 

44 24 ....................... 
1,100 25 28 53 13 

9 
6 

6 
10 

1-0- 
16 15. Murrurundi .......................... 921 31 21 52 17 29 9 38 

Merton and Muswellbrook ............ 
Scone.............................. 

TOTAL ............ .. 37,934 952 957 1,909 364 397 244 641 

III. NORTH MmLAND. 
1. Tenterfield .........................675 9 16 25 5 10 2 12 2. Wellingrove ....................... 1,091 22 27 49 5 8 3 11 3. Armidale ............................ 3,895 98 118 216 48 68 27 95 

TOTAL .............. 5,661 129 161 290 58 86 32 118 

IV. NORTH WESTERN. 
2,985 44 39 83 31 28 9 37 

Tamworth ......................... 
Warialda ............................ 1,040 22 16 38 4 16 17 

4. Cassius 
3. Wee Waa................................ 374 

......... 
5 11 16 3 12 3 15 

761 
1,626 5. Dubbo ... 19 

17 
11 

20 
. 23 

37 
34 2 

14 .............................. 
1,446 21 23 44 5 

16 
16 

3 19 
............................ 

6 21 
6. Molong.............................. 

TOTAL ............. 132 8,232 120 252 50 101 27 128 

461-D 
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B.-continued. 

POPULA- BIRTHS. MAR- DEATHS. 
DISTRICTS. TION, 1856 RIAGES. Males. Females.I Total. Males. Females. Total. 

V. METROI'OLITAN.. 
58,358 1,124 1,148 2,272 1,047 732 585 1,317 

2. Balmain ........................1 1 88 76 164 20 25 26 61 
3. Glebe, &c......................I 1 188 203 391 38 72 64 136 
4. Chippendale ............... ......... 224 218 442 46 79 82 161 

1. City of Sydney ...................... 

5. Paddington ....................... ' 28,223 127 142 269 21 61 48 109 
60 50 110 24 21 19 40 6. Concord ............................ 

1 120 92 212 11 44 43 87 St. George ........................ 
St. Leonard's ....................J - 

59 69 128 20 22 20 42 

81,581 1,990 1,998 3,988 1,227 1,056 887 1,943 TosAL ............ .  

VI. EAST MIDLAND. 
4,530 160 154 314 44 76 37 113 

2. WoUombi 1,519 44 33 77 11 13 4 17 
723 22 19 41 5 5 4 9 

4. Gosford ......... ................... 1,884 51 54 105 11 13 13 26 
5,770 144 129 273 59 57 25 82 
2,661 50 52 102 13 15 13 28 
4,804 103 106 209 41 41 17 58 

1. Newcastle ............................ 

8. Farramatta .......... .............. 9,908 

.  

234 200 434 88 162 84 246 

........................... 
3. M'Donald River .................... 

1,355 33 24 57 8 19 6 25 

Windsor ........................... 
Richmond ......................... 

2,495 63 
86 

61 
44 

124 
80 

17 
14 

81 
11 

14 
7 

95 
18 

7. Penrith ............................ 

9. Ryde ............................... 

12. Camden, & ...................... 7,827 156 t 
119 275 29 41 26 67 

Liverpool ......................... .. 
Campbelltown. ........... ............ 

13. Picton ..........................J  32 20 52 7 4 7 11 

.43,476 

.  

1,128 1,015 2,143 347 538 257 795 TOTAL ............ 

VII. WEST MIDLAND. 
1. 2,943 39 41 80 22 13 9 22 
2. Hartley ............................ 

. 2,005 
57 48 105 17 20 15 35 

3. Bathurst ........................... 248 222 470 123 113 45 158 
4. Orange.....................  ......... 

. 

.2,273 

.2,041 33 27 60 12 14 6 20 
S. Wellington .......................... 

.
1,993 38 22 60 14 13 4 17 
4,208 95 94 189 50 46 . 28 74 

7. Ryistone ........................... 997 20 28 .48 6 9 4 13 6. Mudgee ........................... 

11 11 22 5 9 4 13 Tambaroora (Wellington) ......... .  
Sofala (Bathurst) ..................  48 53. 101 25 13 11 24 

26,460 589 546. 1,135 274 250 126 376 ToTAl.............. 

VIII. SOUTH EASTERE. 
4,506 109 111 220 43 27 22 49 
3,883 103 95 198 38 22 14 36 

3. Berrima ........................... 2,227 49 53 102 23 17 16 33 

: 83,22 88 91 179 18 25 13 38 

............ 1,207 26 28. .54 7 7 6 13 

1. Wollongong.......................... 

1,251 29 31 60 6 6 . 6 12 

2, Kiama ........................... 

Broulee ................. 
Eden ............................... 

16,396 404 409 813 135 104 . 77 . 181 TOTAL............. 

IX. SOUTH MIDLAND. 
3,045 85 86 171 32 21. ... 8 29 Braidwood ........................... 

Cooma 2,009 28 42 70 20 . 16 7 23 ............................. 
3. .Bombala ............................ 1,273 22 26 48 11 4 5 9 
4. Goulburn 7,028 157 160 317 73 . 70 25 95 ........................... 
5. Albury ............................. 2,015 32 84 66 26 15 4 19 
6. Gundagai ......................... 966 20 21 41 13 11 5 16 
7. Tumut ............................ 1,467 29 82 61 28. .10 7 17 
8. Yass 4,099 91 84 175 38 46 14 60 
9. Queanbeyan........................2,622 41 73 114 25 30 14 44 

24 10. Binalong ........................... 1,884 42 36 78 8 17 7 

6,408 547 594 1,141 274 240 . 96 336 

...............................

TOTAL............. 

X. SOUTH WESTERR. 
.... : :: :: :: :::::: 725 9 18 27 10 9 9 

3. Moulamein 299 1 2 8 1 .... 4 1 5 ............................. 
694 6 15 21 .... 

10 3 .... 
13 
3 4. Balranald .......................... 

S. Wagga Wagga ...................... 1,416 5 21 26 3 

3,134 ~ _21 1 56. 77 11. 26 4 30 

The Parish of" ConcorU," with a ipopulation of 2,000 persons, was Inadvertently iuclude4 In .the Police District of "Parramatta" in the Census Returns. 
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B.-continued. 

POPULA. BIRTHS. ____________ MAB- DEATHs. EXCESS OF 
DIVISIONS 

noN, 1856. RI3 
 BISTRS 

DEATHS. Males. jFemales. Total. Males. Females. Total. 

16,907 386 369 755 162 200 98 298 457 

37,934 952 957 1,909 364 397 244 641 1,268 

5,661 129 161 290 58 86 32 118 172 III. NORTH MIDLAND ...... ...... 

IV. NORTH WESTERN .......... ..8,232 120 182 252 50 101 27 128 124 

81,581 1,990 1.998 3,988 1,227 1,056 887 1,943 2,045 

NORTHERN.................. 

43,476 1,128 1,015 2,143 847 538 257 795 1,348 

NORTH EASTERN ............ 

26,460 589 546 1,135 274 250 126 376 759 

V. METROPOLITAN............... 

16,396 404 409 813 135 104 77 181 632 

EAST MIDLAND.............. 

WEST MIDLAND ............ 

SOUTH EASTERN ............ 

26,408 547 594 1,141 274 240 96 386 805 SOUTH MIDLAND ............ 

3,134 21 56 77 11 26 4 30 47 Sou'ru WESTERN ............

TOTAI NEW SOUTH Wts.,., 266,189 6,266 6,237 12,503 2,902 2,998 1,848 4,846 7,657 

C. 
MARRIAG-E S-iS 57, 

Snny. HAMLETS. 
Couw'rgv 
DISTRICTS. 

. H 

c oa 
Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. Females. 

22 
289 

42 
289 

13 
112 

20 
112 

177 
644 

219 
644 

212 
.,.. 

281 

1,045 Church of England .................. 

67 
309 

162 
309 

8 
21 

11 
21 

181 
524 

293 
524 

256 
.... 

466 
.... 854 

31 
361 

101 
361 

1 
6 

2 
6 

58 
297 

100 
297 

90 
.... 

203 

.... 664 

2 
29 

6 
29 

2 
18 

2 
18 

18 
106 

26 
108 

22 
.... 

34 

.... 153 

Roman Catholic .................... 

Presbyterian ...................... 

2 
7 

1 
7 1 

1 
1 1 1 

2 
..., 

2 

.... 9 

14 14 
1 

15 
3 

15 
3 

14 
6 

14 
4 .. . . 9 .... 43 

Welcyan .......................... 

Primitive Methodist ................ 

.... 4 4 ,,• 4 

21 
21: .. 1 1 .,.. 22 

Independent ........................ 

German Lutheran ................. 

1 1 ,,., 1 1 .... .. .. 2 

4 4 .... .... 4 

Baptist ........................... 
Christian Israelite ............... 

1 
7 7 .... ..,. ..., .... 1 .... .... 7 

Unitarian ........................ 
Hebrew ........................... 

1 1 .... ,.,, .... .... .... .... 1- Latter-day Saint................... 

Registrars' Offices ................. 4 4 1 7 1 7 3 83 
24 

83 
32 25 .... ..,. 38  94 

TOTAL ................ 125 
1,047 

316 
1,047 

26 
180 

42 
180 
-- 461 
1,675 

676 
1,675 

612 .... 1,034 .... 4646 
2,902 

N. B.-Tbe sxnafler dgures denote those signing with marks, - 
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Dl. 
SUMMABY of DEATHS of MALES, Registered in NEW SOUTH WALES, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 

I: i1 & 

F. 
-.Os •l 1 C a V 

C) C) V 0) 0.) Os Os 

CAUSESOrDEATIC. ag1'l 

as os o Os -o ,-0 55 
C -t& -010 'd 0 to 

Iei d 

a a a 
Os Os Os 

Os 0 Os 
55 CC, CC, 

13 8 8 

C) 
Os 

. 0 
'50 

8 

.. 
0.) 
Os 

Os 
'50 

10 

1.. 
a 
Os 

0 
03 

7 

-. 
a a C) 
Os Os Os 

Os 0 Os 
CS j 03 03 

6 6.. .9 

LI0ei O0e5 
-. 
a C) 
Os Os 

0 Os 
C'. C-. 

a a 
Os Os 

0 Os 
Cl) CC 

C 

a 

CS 
is 

2 " 
CS 

3 301 

a 0 
35 

10'04 Zymotic Diseases ......1105 4819 12 9 19310 3 6 10 .. 

Sporadic Diseases 
Of Uncertain Seat .......164 1810 1 1 194 5 5 3, 9 

I 15 11 14 18 33 29 37 2810 8 3 2 6 430 1434 

3. Of Nervous System .... 215 34 15 9 3 27611 21 2 11 8 18 29 18 22 26 16 12 9 7 4 6 479 15'97 

4. Of Respiratory System 49 15 7 4 378 2 313 32 24 41 32 
12 9, 12 

39 
6 
30 
21 
29 
10 
22 18 8 
14 11 7 

5 5 
.. 1 

1 11.. 

1.......... 

.. 6 389 
2 126 

1297 
420 

Circulatory System 7 1'.......... 8 3 3 3 4 Of .1 .. 
Of Digestive Organs .. .114 85 9 2 3 213 5. 3 2 9 
Of Urinary Organs 4 .. .. 1 1 6'.. .J 1 

13 9 11 
4 .. 

15 
1 
16 
2 
19 
1 
15 7 7 
2 4 3 

4 1 
1 1 

2 

.......... 
2.......... 

............. 
3 354 
1 27 

1180 
090 
o-io S. Of Generative Organs i 1 

.......... 

3 
2 3 3 

I 
4 
1 1 

2 3' 1 
1 1 

.. 1 
....................... 

21 
6 
070 
020 

.................................. 
9. Of Locomotive Organs ...........................1 1 
10. OfintegumentarySystem .. 

.. 

I 11 19 
.. 

35.2830 

............. 

1512 5' 155 517 
2 ........... 

Old Age .. I .................................................
............ 

External Causes ........13 12 1010 7 52 2724.17 46 
Unspecified ..............44 10 -i 1'.. 58 4 1 1 

42 40 45 
5 5 3 

35 
15 
37 
10 
34 
11 
26 26 12 
6 7 4 

8 1 11.1

.

.l 

............... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

50 525 
51 182 

1751 
6'07 

Total from all Causes 715223 734027E107869144'48 123 138 1441158 146 13787 

............... 

69 4&411612 

3.......... 

9997 155 187 168 5128 29981 

D2. 
SUMMARY of DEATHS of FEMALES, Registered in NEW SOUTH WALES, from lst January to 31st December, 1857. 

CAUSFSOS'DEATIS 

a 

C, a a 
3 

a 

0 ,-1 

a ol) 

0 

99 

CS 

03 

CS 

03 

0 a', 

os 

03 

to 

Cs 

03 

0 co 

a 

'50 

03 

)0 
CC, 

'50 

03 

0 
'50 

to 

03 

.4, 

03 

03 

0 
005 

co 

03 
8 

X0 
10 

03 5- 

03 03 

0 
'003 

to  

5- Cl) 

03 03 
99 

e- 5- 

CC 00. 

03 03 

.C,) CC 

co 

03 03 

CC CC 

2 

1 

i' 
a 

265 

00 

-,g 

3 0 
PS 

6 4 2 6 4 2 1433 101 59 1412 2 188 13 5 6 8 5 8 6 .. .. 1. Zymotic diseases ....... 

Sporadic Diseases. 
J 1 296 1601 Of Uncertain Seat ....... 

Of Nervous .  .. 

140 
176 

17 5 2 3 167 
22810 

4 2 6 9 12 
6 
11 
14 
21 
10 

9 
9 
13 
3 
7 
5 
18 9 
5 1 

1........... 

4 313 1693 System 
42 
32J11. 7 2 

2 1 1213 70 34 36 
l 

29 21 9 10 11 5 2! 4 1 *1 1 253 1369 4. Of Respiratory System .. 6 310 
5. Of Circulatory System .. I ij ........... 2 5' 2 2  2 4 4 2 7 1 7 1 2, 1 1 43 232 
6. Of Digestive Organs .... 97 7010 4' 3 184 9 4 .. 3 6 3 10 13 10 9 S 4 2 8 1 

2 ................ 
................. 

269 14'55 

7. Of Urinary Organs ...... 1L I 1 1 .. 1 

........... 

4 0'21 
..! 3 

........ 
141 13 15 14 3 2 .. 1 .. 1 

................ 

.. 66 357 

9. Of Locomotive Organs .. 1 1 3 1 1 .. 1 1 1 1 1 .. 1 

..................... 

. 12 064 
8. Of Generative Organs ............ 

10. OfintegunsentarySystem 

........... 

I 
.............. 

........... 1 1 1 I 
.................... 

................ 

4 021 

............. 

41 3 
3 1314.10 

............... 

7 4 1 2 54, 
155' 

2'92 
12. External Causes ........ 
Unspecified ............. 

.5 
31 

........ 

142310 3 
61 3 4 11 

11. Old Age ......................................................... 
5517 
45 

4 
2 2 

1 
5 
6' 
3 
7 
2 
5 
1 
11 
2 
14 
3 
13 
4 
8 
3 
3 
4 

................................ 

1 1 
3 
36 1141 

838 
616 

Total from all Causes 15 941 712936 87 86 92 95 85 62 56 37 4138l20h10 

1............... 
................. 

8 4 1 3 4618481 9992 

D3. 
SUMMARY of DEATHS of BOTH SEXES, Registered in NEW SOUTH WALES, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 
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as 
a 

a 
-  

co .s'osos 
a a a 

a 
X0 

Cs 

33 24111 381 

a 

Os 

23 

Os 

0! 
o-o 

~cq 

a 
Os 
C 

03 
,-5 

,,, 
a 
"CS 

0 
oai 

,  a 
Os 

03 
CS 

, a 
Os 

0 
CC, 

a 
Os 
.0 

to 
CC, 

,,, a 
Os 

0 
'50 

, a 
Os 

005 
03 

a 

03 

0 
003 

a 
Os 

Os 
03 

I., a -5 

0 
00 

a 
03 

005 
00 

a 
Os 

0 
t._ 

', a a -503 

Os 0 
t Ce 

a 
03 

Os 
ois 

0• 
a 
03 

0 

a 
03 

Cs  

2 

'3  

C) 
b.eoa 

1. Zymotic Diseases ....... 206 107 812 18 18 16 14 14 14 9 12 13 8 .. .. 2 4 566 1167 
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El. 
SUMMARY of DEATHS of MALEs, Registered in SYDNEY, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 
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E2.. 
SUMMARY of DEATHS of FEMALES, Registered inSYDNEY, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 
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1.Zymotic Diseases ........ .271344.. 481 3H. 2 2.. 4 4 2 2.. 1 141.... ..1 ....... 741265 

Sporadic Diseases, 
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E3. 

SUMMARY of DEATHS of BoTH SEXES, Registered in SYDNEY, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 
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I. 

SUMMAHY of DEAThS of MALES, Registered in HAMLETS, from 1st 
January to 31st December, 1857. 
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.. •. 1' 1 
2 

1 .. 1 .. 
4 3 . 

1 
. 3 .. 1 .. .... I 

51 
63 
15-74 
1944 
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P.2. 
TT\T\TARY of DEATHS of FEMALES, Registered in HAMLETS, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 
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F.3. 
SuMMARY of DEAThS of B0TSI SEXES, Registered in HAMLETS, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 
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ai. 
SUMMARY of DEATHS of MALES, Registered in COUNTRY DISTRICTS, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 
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G2. 
SUMMARY of DEATHS of FEMALES, Registered in COUNTRY DISTRICTS, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 
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SUMMARY of DEATHS of BOTH SEXES, Registered in COUNTRY DISTRICTS, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 
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H.1. 

TABLE, shewing the actual number of DEATHS of MALES and FEMALES, from various causes, Registered in SYDNEY during 
each of the Twelve Months from 1st January to 31st December, 1857, together with the per centage of the Total Deaths 
of the Year from each Disease to the Aggregate Deaths of the entire class to which such Disease belongs. 

JANUARY. FEB. MARCH. APRIL. MAY. JUNE. JULY. AUGUST. SEPT. OCT. Nov. Dec. TOTAL. 

0 
DISEASES  

50 50 50 Es° 

I.-ZY310TI0. 

1 1 1 66 
., 1 4 1 3 1 8 2 10 662 

1 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 8 10 602 

2. Measles ............................. 

1 2 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 5 6 11 728 

2 
2 
6 

3 
2 2 1 

1 
2 

1 
2 

............. 

1 
2 1 :1  

..............

1 

.......... 
1 

......... 

1 
1 
1 3 

1 
1 
... 
4... 

2 
1 ...... 
1 . ... 5 
Idl2823211377 

9 14 97 

2 2  3 1 1 

........... 

1 

. ......... 
1 2 1 1 2 3 3 2 14 11 25 1553 

6. Thrush ............................. 

1 
1 

............ 

1 1 55 

7.fliarrha ....................... 

I 1 1 

............ 

1 1 1 1 1 
... 

4 5 9 5 

4. Ilooping Cough ......................... 

1 2 2 1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

'2 1 1  1  1 1 1 8 6 24 927 

8. Dysentery ....................... 

5. Croup .......................................... 

1 1  1 ... 2 1 3 108 

Cholera ................................ 
Influenax ....................... 

I 1 

............. 

1 1 2 132 

12. Remittent Fever .............. ....... 
........ 

16. Hydrophobia 

............. 

9 

 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

H " 14. Erysipolas ....................... 

Monthly Totals of  the Cl ass 7 9 5I 9i 6 3  

3. Scarlatinx....................................... 

............ 

7 3 2 7 7 4 3 2 3 4 12 

1. S m all P o x .......................................... 

1 5 .  S y p h i l i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

IL-Op UNCERTAIN OR 

. . . . . .  

VARIABLE SEAT. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.............. 12. Typhus ......................................... 

h A g u e .............................................. 

3 2 2 2 a 2 7 7 14 686 

19. Dropsy 2 1 1 
1 . 1 1 1 

1 
2 

1 
1 1 

2 1 
2 1 2  2 1 1  1 1 1 

5  
15 

1 
8 

6 
23 

294 
1127 

1 1 1 1 1 1 
.. 

4 2 6 294 

1 7. I nfla m mati o n ........................ 

1  1 1 ... 2 1 3 147 

............................ 

1 1 2 ... 2 098 

20. Abscess .............................. ............. 

........... 

24. Carcinoma ..................... 1 , ..............1 1 1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 2 1 6 7 343 
25. Tumour ........................ 

18. 11Ie mrrhage ........................ 

I I 
1 

.......... . . . . . . . . .  

1 
I 

1 
... 

2 
I 

098 
049 

1 

....... 

.............. 

1 ... 1 1 2 098 

22. Purpura ............................... 
21. Mortification ......................... 

8 4 6 6 7 2 7 6 3 5 6 

2 3. S c r o f u l a ..................................... 

3.4 5 6 2 

. . . . . . . . .  

3 8 1 1 3 8  8 601225980 

. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  
........... 

. . . . . . . . .  

1 ... 1 1 049 

27. Atrophy ...........................
28.flcbility .......................... 

2 6. G o ut .................................. 

1 2 1 1 4 1 1 

.. . . . . . . . .  
. . . . .  

1  1 1 1 10 5 IS 7•35 

Monthly Totals of the Claos106 6 

........ 

135 

.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

10 10 8 10 4 

........ 

11 9 

2 9. M a l f o r m a t i o n ..................... 

5 1 15 7 6 12 3 3 6 9 13 15 111 L93 _2t4 9998 
30. Sudden Death ................. 

111.-Op THE NERVOUS 
STaTEN. 

1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 2 12 8 20 8.58 
1 1 2 1 1 1 3 I 1 1 3 1 2 1 ... 13 7 20 858 

1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 8 4 12 535 

32. ilydrocephalus................... 

11 6 4 6 3 7 2 3 2 
.. . . . .  

2 5 5 5 5 6 3 4 3 5 6 10 1 
1 ..... 
6 14 63 61 124 5321 

........ 

1 1 1 1 2 085 

33. Apoplexy ......................... 
14. Paralysis ....................... 

Chorea ........................ 

33. Convulsions ................... 

Epilepsy ........................ 1 1 2 1 1 1 

.......... 

1 

....... 

4. 5 9 386 
.39. Insanity ........................ 

3 6. T et a n u s ............................. ............ 

1 1 1 042 
1 1 2 1 2 

........ 

10 ... 10 429 
3  2 2 2 

....... 
3 2 1 1 1 3 2 1 2 1 2 1  1 

....... 

3 ... 19 

I .......... 

14 33 14'16 
°41. Spine, Disease of ............ 

3 1 .  C e p h a l i t i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  

1 

. . . . .  

1 1 1 2 085 

Delirium Tremeno ........... 
Brain, Disease of.............. 

Monthly Totals of the 1ass 12 10 12 8 5 

. . . . . .  

9 8 7 10 10 11 5 13 10 15 14 17 131 102 

.... 

16 13 9 1 8 5 

3  . . . . . . .  

3 233 9995 

IV.-Or THE RESPIRATORY 

. . . . . .  

- - 
ORGANS. 

. . . . .  

. . . . . .  

1 1 ... 1 ... 3 3 146 
1 .... I ... 1 048 

1 1 2 3 1 3 1 8 6 14 682 
1 1 1 048 

1 2 1 2 .,, 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 7 9 16 780 

. . . . . . . . . . .  43. Quinsey ............................... 

1 

4 2. L ar y n giti s ............................ 

3 

. . . . .  

1 ... 1 2 1 7 2 9 439 

44. Bronchitis ............................. 

Asthma ......................... 
Phthisis, or Consumption 6 5 6 4  7 3 

4 5. Pl e u ri s y ................................. 

7 2 4 5 1 4 12 3 7 10 5 

2 ........ 

7 6 5 6 4 2 4 69 56 123 6097 

46. Pneu monia ......................... 

6 1 2 ... 1 ... 3 1 1 

4 7 .  S l y d r o t h o r a x  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

... 2 1 4 2 ... 2 1 ... 4 1 2 2 26 10 16 17'56 .50. Lungs, Disease of ........... 

Monthly Totals of the Class 13 6 6 4 Ii 6 12 4 

. . . . .  

7 8 5 4 19 8 16 15 8 10 

. . . . . . . .  

7 8 10 7 4 7 118 87 205 9996 

V.-Oe THE ORGANS OP 

. . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  

CIRCULATION. 

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  

1 1 2 ... 2 416 
1  1 1 1 2 2 4 833 

2  1 3 2 1 5 1 1 3 2 2 2 4 1 2 4 2 1 2 1 29 13 42 8750 53. Heart, Disease of..............

Monthly Totals of the class 2 1 3 1 3 1 5 1 

............ 

1 ... 4 3 3 

............ 

2 4 1 3 ... 

. . . . . . . .  

4 2 

. . . . . .  

1 2 ... 1 33 15 48 9999 

VL-Op THE DIGESTIVE 
ORGANS, 

54. Teething ........................ .14 9 

5 1. Pericar ditis ........................... 

14 9 5 5 1 5 4 1 2 2 3 2 2 3 6 9 9 12 57 60 117 5109 

52. Aneurism ............................. 

3 ,., 2 2 1 1 3 6 1 ,, 1 1 
1 2 1 

2 
1 

3 ... 
2 
9 

3 
17 

5 
26 

218 
1I3 1 ., 1 1 3 3 131 

2  2 2 087 
2 1 1 .., I 2  6 5 11 480 56. Enteritis ........................... 

1  
55. Gsstritis ........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 3 3 131 ........... 
1 1 2 1 3 131 

57, Peritonitis ................................................. 
1 1 1 2 087 

99. Worms ..........................2 
60. Aseites .................................... 
61. Ulceration ................................ 1 .., 1 2 ................. 1 ........................... 1 1 3 2 5 218 I 1 ........... 1 .., 1 043 .... 
08. Tabes Mesenteric ................................................. ................. 1  ............................. 1 1 2 2 087 

62. Hernia ................................................ ................. ................. 
67. Stomach, &c., Disease of. 3 1 2 

...................... 1 7 1 8 349 

61. Colic or liens ....................... 
64. Intussueception ............ ........ .................................. 

1 
65.3ttrictnre, Intestinal ....................................... 1 .............. 3 3 131 69. Hepatitis .........................1 ......... ............ 1 1 1 2 087 2 ........ 1 ............ 2 1 3 1 3 

66. -I4iematemesis ................................................................ 
2 1 3 3 

1 .............. 
3 ., 1 1 4 1. 21 15 36 1572 7L Liver, Disease of ...............4 

70. Jaundice .....................I .................... 69. l'anereas, Disease of .......................................................... ....................... 1 ................... . ... ... ............... ............... 
ifonthly Totals of the Class 24 6 21 99•96 16 17 13 72 Spleen, Disease of ............................................ 

13 7 7 j 7 7 11 j 4 1 7 ... 5 7 2 10 8 15 ... ............... 13 123 
306 1229 
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H. 1.-continued. 

DISEASES. 

JANUARY. FEB. MARCO. APRIL. MAY. JuNE. FELT. AUGUST. SEPT. OCT. Nov. DEC. 

I 

TOTAL 

. I 

, 

1d 

Gq 

I . I 
VU-OF TOE URINARY I 

ORGANS. 
I 

I 73. Nephritie .................... . . .  

I . . . . . . . . . . .  
I 

79. KidneyS, &c., Disease 1 ..... - 

7 4 .  J s c h u r i a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7 5 .  D i a b e t i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

... - 1 1. 
... .... 

... ..... 

4 1Oct30 

Monthly Totals of the Class 

7 6. C y stiti s .......................... 

1 311 

7 7 . S t o a e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

i Ll 

I . . . . . . . . . . .  

... 1 410000 .  . . . . .  
I 

78. Stricture of Urethra ........ 

V1II.-OF TOE ORGANS OF 
GENERATION. I 

3 1 

1 ........ 

1 2 4 1 . 1 2 2 2 1 ... 20  20 10000 

Ovarian Dopey ............... 
Organs of Generation, 
Disease of  ............... 

Monthly Totals of the Clase 3 ... 1 4 .., 

........ 

1 ... 1 ... 2 ... 2 ... 2 ... I ! ... 20 20 ... 1 ... 2 ... 10000 

80. Childbirth. ........ ............... 

1.11.-OF THE ORGANS 01' 

81. Paremenia ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

LOCOMOTION. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

85. Rheumatism .................. 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 ... 1 2 7 4 11 7333 
86. Joints Disease of ..................... 

. .  

1 
1 I 1 3 

1  1 
3 

666 
2000 

Monthly Totals of the Class 1 

. .  

1 

*86, Caries ... .......................................... 

1 1.. 1 1 ± 15 

8 4. Art hriti s ........................................................ 

5 ± ± ± ... ... ± 99-99 

11.-Op TOE INEEGUIEENEARY 
SYSTEM. 

.. . .  

1 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 2 2 2222 

1 2 1 3 1 4 4444 

1 1 1 

.. . . . . .  

1 2 3 3333 

Monthly Totals of the Class ........ .1 ......... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 1 1 6 3 1 l......i... 2 i 99999 

- -  
XL-OLDAOE. 

1 

........ 

................... 

......... 

.. . . . . .  

91.O1dAgS:- 
Monthly Totals of the Class ... 2 

89. Ulcer ............................................... 

I ... ... 4 ... 

8 7. Car b u ncle ...................................................... 

2 ... 1 3 3 

8 8. P hl e g m o n .................................................................. 

2 1 

........................ 

2 1 1 4 1 1 2 2  2 1 ... 20 15 35 10000 

XII. EXTERNAL CAUSES. -  

9 0. Fist ul a ....................................................................... 
91. Skin, Diseases of......................... 

1 1 1 3 1 2 3 2 2 2 2 1 7 14 21 2112 

6 9 5 . 2 1 3 2 3 1 8 3 
1 
3 2 2 7 3 6 1 5 

I 
3 59 

1 

1 
16 
... 

1, 
75 
1 

102 
7653 
102 

92. Intemperance ..................... 

94. Violent Deaths .............. 
94. Sunstroke ........................... 

MonthlyTOtalsOftheClasS 2123 5 3 2 10 3 7 2 2 9 5 1 6 1 9 

9 3. Star vati o n ............................................... 

6' 

.................... 

6  I 81467  Jilos 99-99 
UNSPECIFIED:- 

Monthly Totals of the Class 3 5 2 1 I 2 6 1 1 3 

. ................................... 

1 ... 2 ... 4 7 
I ... 1 13 14 33 33 66 100'00 

H.2. 
TABLE, shewing the actual Number of DEATHS of MALEs and FEMALES, in each Class, Registered in SYDNEY, during each 

of the Twelve Months from 1st January to 31st December, 187, together with the average per centage of the Total 
Deaths during the Twelve Months. 

JANUARY. FEB. MARCO. APRIL. MAY. JUNE. JULY. AUGUST. SEPT. OCT. Nov. DEC. TOTAL. , 
CAUSES OF DEATH. 3 9 8 8 8 8 

S S OS S E8 S S 0 
1.9 

1. ZYMOTIC DISEASES 7 9 5  5 1 6 3 7 3 2 7 7 4 3 2 3 4 7 8 4 12 9 21 12 77 74 151 11 -46 
Sporad;ic ZIi.seases. 

2. OF UNCERTAIN SEAT 10 5 6 8 10 4 11 9 8 6 13 5 10 10 15 7 6 12 3 3 6 9 13 15 111 93 204 15.48 
3. OF NERVOUS SYSTEM ....... 16 12 10 12 8 13 9 5 9 3 8 7 10 10 8 5 11 5 15 10 15 3 14 17 131 102 233 1769 

4. OF RESPIRATORY SYSTEM.. 13 6 6 4 11 6 12 4 7 8 5 4 19 8 16 15 8 10 7 8 10 7 4 7 118 87 205 1556 

5. OF CIRCULATORE SYSTEM 2 1 3 1 3 1 ' 5 1 1 4 3 3 2 4 1 3 ... 4 2 1 2 ... 1 33 15 48 364 

6. Or DIGESTIVE ORGANS 24 16 17 13 13 7 7 7 7 11 , 8 4 1 5 7 2 10 6 8 15 21 13 123 106 229 1738 

1 1 1 3 1 4 030 7. OF URINARY ORGANS ............. 
5•  OF GRNERATIVE ORGANS ... 3 1 1 2 4 1 1 2 2 2 ... 1 ... 20 20 151 

9. OF LOCOMOTIVE ORGANS 

..... 
1 1 1 1 
............. 

1 1 1 1 2 1 I 1 1 2 ... 10 5 35 133 
1.0. OF INTEGUMENTARY SYSTEM 1 1 1 2 1 

1 .......................... 

... 1 1 1 6 3 9 068 

2 4 2 1 3 3 

......... 

2 1 2 1 1 4 1 1 2 
.......... 

2 2 1 ... 20 15 35 265 U. Oio AGE............................. 
6 1 9 

............... 

... 6 2 2 3 5 3 2 10 3 7 2 2 9 5 6 3 8 4 67 31 98 744 12. EXTERNAL CAUSES .......... 
UNSPECIFIED .................... 3 5 2 1 2 6 1 1 3 1 I 

.......... 

2 ... I f4 f7 1 13 14 33  33 66 5-01 

TOTAL PROS! ALL CAUSES....... 82 1 H 61  60 45 

............ 
56 39 54 40 4644 54 37 5146 

t 3 Males and 6 FemaleS belong to former Months, and have not been included in the Tables published Monthly. 

461-F 
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I 1. 

TABLE, shewing the actual number of DEATHS of MALES and FEMALES, from various causes, Registered in the HAMLETS,-
during each of the Twelve Months from 1st Jannary to 31st December, 1857, together with the per centage of the Total 
Deaths of the Year from each Disease to the Aggregate Deaths of the entire class to which such Disease belongs. 

JANUARY.1 FEB. MARCH. APRIL. MAY. JuNE. Jucy. AUGUST. I SEPT. OCT. Nov. DEC. TOTALS. 

DISEASES 0 

dl 
. . 

I ' ' 
I.-Znzorzc. 

Small Pox ..................... 
Measles 

.... .... 
3 3 1 1 2 3 306 

2 

.... 

2 3 1 
2 

2 2 4 
2 
6 

2 04 
612 

1 1 
2 1 

....... 

1 i 1 
1 4 

3 
1 1 

I 1 
1 2 

6 2 
3 12 

8 
15 

816 is-ao 
3 2  2 3 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 2 5 13 13 26 2653 

5. Croup .............................. 
6. Thrush ............................. 

9. Cholera 
2 

1 
1 3 3 1 

1 
3 1 1 3 1 1 6 16 

2 
94 
2 
55.44 
2114 

.............................. 
7. Searlatina.......................... 

7. Diarrhea ........................ 

4. ilooping- Cough ...................... ......... 
.......... 

8. Dysentery ........................... 

h1. Ague ........................... 
2 1 2 2 1 

. . . . . . . . .  

1 

........ 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

............. 

1 1 1 1 7 6 13 1326 

............................... 

. . . . . . . . .  

1 1 1 102 
12. Remittent Fever .................... .... 

.. . . . .  

.............. 

Monthly Totals of the Class 4 10 6 6 4 7 3 7 2 1 1 1 1 2 ... 3 8 5 .5 5 5 ... 1 11 41 57 

i ...... 

98 99-97 

Il-Os UNCERTAIN OR 
VARIABLE SEAT. 

17. Inflammation ................ 1 1 2 .., 1 1  5 1 6 
2 

674 

I 3 1 1 
1 
2 

2 
4 7 11 

2-24 
3235 19. Dropoy .......................... 1 

1 3. T y p h us .................................. 

1 1 2 

1 4. E r y s i p e l a s .................................... 

1  1 1 112 

1 1 11 
23. Scrofula 1  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 1 1-12 
1 1 

1 
1 
1 

112 
112 1  

28.Debility 5 3 3 1 2 4 5 
1 
2 4 2 2 

10. Influenza . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

................. 

4 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 3 4 

. . . . . . .  

............ 

1 
1 4 

2 
8 

2 524 
6854 

1 

S y p h i l i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
h y d r o p h o b i a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1  1 1 2 224 

. . . . . .  

........... 

................ 

....... 

2 89 9996 Monthly Totals of the Class 6 5 4 3 4 7 3 5 5 2 2 1 1 2 1 4 2 5 2 5 2 7 9 51 38 

rn--OF THE NERVOUS 

. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  

Sysizss. 

......................... 
27. Atrophy................................ 

29. Malfor mation ........................ 

1 

2 6 .  G o u t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 

. . . . . . . . . . .  

4 1 
1 

2 6 7 
1 
13 

.078 
10-15 1 1 1 1 1 

. . . . . . . . . . .  

1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  

1 2 4 2 ... 6 468 

34. Paralysis 
1 1 

1  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 2 1 3 2-34 

35.Cbuvuloious 4 3 2 1 4 5 1 4 4 2 3 9 4 9 5 2 3 2 2 1 3 f 935 44 79 6171 

32. llyQrocephalus .............. 
33. Apoplexy ...................... 

.......................... 

1 2 1 z 1 231 

31. Cephalitis .......................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.................... 
1 ............... 

. . . . . . . .  
............... 

1  2 ... 2 156 40. fleliri,imTremens . . . . . . . . . .  
1 

1 
3 2 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 2 2 ... 12 7 19 

2 
1484 
156 * 4 1. S pi n e, Di s e a s e o f............... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3 9 .  I n s a n i t y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 1 ... 1 1 
41. Brain, Disease of............. 
Monthly Totals of the Class i 10 6 3 7 7 12 13 63 60 128 5 4 4 

2 0. A bs c ess ..................................... 

2j8 7 6 

1 8. Il o s m o r r h a g e ............................ 

2 6 4 

2 1. M o r t i f i c a t i o n ............................... 

2 2 1 3 4 5 9596 

.................................. 
2 4. C ar ci n o m a ................................. 

- IV.-Os THE RESPIRATORY 

2 2. l' u r p u r a..................................... 

- 
ORGANS. 

2 3. T u m o ur ..................................... 

42. Laryngitis ..................... 

30. Sudden D e a t h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 ... 1 107 

44. Bronchitis 1 ... 1 I 1  1 2 4 0 645 43. Quinsy ......................... 

43. Pleurisy. .... . ................ 
1 1 

1 . - 
1 1 

1 ... 4 
S 5 

4 
10 

430 
1575 1  1 1 1 

1 

.  
2 1 3 322 

.................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 I 

....... 

1 1 3 1 4 i 3 . - - 7 752 

Pneumonia ................... 
Ilydrothorax ................. 
Asth ma ..........................

49.l'hthisis,orConsomption3 
1 .. 

1... 
2 

3 1 4 1 

1 6. T et a n u s ........................................... 

2 

.  
4 
1 

. . . . . .  

2 
1 

1 
... 

C h p r e a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
E p i l e p s y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

4 
1 

3 
1 

2 
1 

1 
1 

4 
... 

................... 

4 
1 ... 

............ 

2... 1 2 2i3 ... 2327 
8 4 12 

505376 
12-90 50. Things, Disease of .......... 

Monthly Totals of the Class 6 5 1 45 48 5 1 3 -4 3 6 2 3 

......... 

5 4 2 

.. . . . .  

6 4 4 4 8 7 4 

........ 

2 

.................. 

1 93 9997 

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . .  

2 ........... 

V-Os THE ORGANS OF 

2 ........ 
1  . . . . . . .  

CIRCULATION. 

.................. 

1 .......... 

1 ......................

23 

1 

1 ........ 

1 
1 

1 
1 

025 
623 . 1 

2 
... 

8 6 14 8750 53. Ileart, Disease of. ........... 1 3 1 ......... 1 2 2 1 1 .......... Monthly Totals of the Class ... I .... I 9 7 1 3 1 

51. P eri c ar diti s ....................... 

... 1 1 2 2 2 1 

. . . . . . . . .  

2 6 100-00 

VI.-OF THE DIIESTIVE 

5 2. A n e u ri s m ........................... 

- - ORGANS. 
. ....... 

54.Teething ....................... 7 6 5 6 4 4 2 1 2 1 

. . . . . . .  

2 1 3 2 1 3 7 3352160 5454 

07. Peritonitis ..................... 2 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 2 1 1 2 10 10 20 18i 

59. Worms 
1 

1 3 
1  

1 
1  
... 1 2  2 4 36.1, 58. Tabes Itesenterica ............... 

Si. ts',eration ..................... 

.. 

... 1 1 
I 
1 
... ' 1 I 

2 
093 
1-81 

........................................... 
....................... 

. 60. Ascites ......................................... 

64. Jntussusception I 

, ........... , 

. 5 5. G a st riti s ................................................... 
5 5. Erlt eritis ................................................... 

 

1 
............ 

1 1 6-50, I ....................... 1 

1 .................. 
...................... 

I 1 1 0-90 
67. StOnsach, &c., Disease of 
62. ilernia ........................................... 

..................... ................................ ................................. 
1 ,.. ' ........................................ .............................. 

I 1 
................. 
' 
................... ........... 

1 2 ... 2 1-81 

63. Colic or Iletis ..................... 

63. Sticture, Intestinal .................. .................. 
, 1 

.............. 
1 ... 2 2 1-81 

.......... 
1 

65. JIsmntemesis ....................................... 
, .................... 1...- 3 

... 1 ........... 1 2 
... ... ........................................... ... I .................. 1 

.............................. ....................... 
2:1 6 612 l0'0O 1Ipstitis ........................... Jaundice ........................... 68. Pancreas Disease of ........................ ....... 

- ... I ............ 1 .......... 
........... 

1 1 j 1100994 
73.Liver,Diseaseof .................... 
Monthly Totals of the Class 72. Spleen, Disease of ........................... 

10  j 6  j 8 7 6 4 3 4 3 ... 5 2 1.1 ... S 3 3 6 6 10 6 55 52 
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I 1.-continued. 

JANUARY. FEE. Micn. APRIL. MAY. JUNE. JULY. - Auoijsr. 

a 

SEPT. OCT. Nov. DEC. TOTAL 

R 

0 

3 p e P a 0 

YJ1.-Op THE URINARY 
ORGANS. 

 

. ... ... 
3.  Xephritis 

Diabetes 
.  

Cyotitis 

. Stone .... 
Stricture. 

............ 

Xidney, &e., Diseae of . . .79. 
o

.

...................................
...........................................

........
......
.
..........
.....................................

.. f tretha ............

.  

.
78. 

. 
1 

.

77. ... 

....774h 

. . .  
. . .
.. 

  ...  ...... . . .

.  

1 

.   

3 

.  25,00 
00 

Totals ofthe class

VIIJ.-Op THE ORGANS OP 

.

\onthl3 

...

. . .  

... 

0-00 

GENERATION. 

. . .  

80. c1sildbjxt1 .................... 
............ 

83. Organo of Generation, 

..1 . .  .. .  .  

. .

.......

. . . .  

1 

.

.  

I 
...... 2 2 10010 

Monthly Totals of the Clao 

IX.-Or THE ORGANS OP 

1 .... 
I 

... 
2 2 10000 

L0CSSISTION. 

Paramenja ........ . . . . . . . . . .  
O v a r i a n  i J r o p s y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.......... 

D i s e a s e  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

8 4 .  A r t h r i t i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  

1 ............ 2 2 1OClO 
85. Itheumatisiji ........................... 

THE INTEGUMXNTARY 

I 

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

... 

86. Caries .......................... . . . . . . . . .  
8 6. J o i n t s, D i s e a s e o f ...................... 

1 ............. 2 2 Iic000 

SYSTEM. 

Monthly Totals of the Class ........... 

90. Fiotula ........................I 

. 
 

. . . . . . . . . . .  

I 

8 7. C a r b u n c l e ..................................... 

Monthly Totals of the Class ... 

89
8 8. P hl e gi n o n ..................................... . U l e e r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

9 1. S k i n, D i o e a s e s o f............................ 

. . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

XT.-Oto AGr. 
I . . . . . . . . . . .  

92. Old Age :- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Monthly Totals of the Class 

XIL-EXTERM.SL CAUSES. 

... 1 ... 2 1 1 1 j1 ... 1 1 1 1 ... I ... 2 7 7 14 10000 

1 
3 

12 

6 
1 
40 

127 
212 
8510 

93. Intemperanee ................. 

95. Violent Deaths .............. 2 1 

3 ........ 

4 2 
9 4. Star vati o n ................................................ 

1 

2 6 1 

1 

... 1 2 

1 ........ 

1 2 

1 

3 5 3 1 

. . . . . .  

3 .......... 

3 
1 
28 

Monthly Totals of the Class 

UNSPECIFIED:- 

3 1 4 2 1 6 1 1 1 

1 .. . . . . . . . . .  

47 
2 

9 6. S u nstr o k e ................................................................... 

3 1 2 1 3 3 ... 32 13 9999 

Monthly Totals of the Class ... 2 
I 

2 2 2 ... 1 ... 1 ............. 2 1 14 7 21 10000 

I. 2. 
TABLE, shewing the actual number of DEATHS of MALES and FEMALES, in each Class, Registered in HAMLETS during each of 

the Twelve Months from 1st January to 81st December, 1857, together with the average per centage of the Total 
Deaths during the Twelve Months. 

JAN'UARY FRG. MAR. A?RIL JUNE JuLy IAU0UST SEPT.  I OCT. 
C&LSESOFDEAT.II 3 H 2 2 

1. ZYMOTIC DISEASES ............ .4 10 6 6 4 7 3 7 5 5 2 1 
Sporadic .Disease. 

5 1 1 1 1 2 3 8 5 11 41 57 98 1365 
2.OPUNCIRTAINSEAT ......... 6 5 4 2 3 4 7 3 5 .5 2 2 3• OF NERVOUS Svsx 5 4 

. 
4 2 8 

11 2 1 4 2 5 2 5 2 7 9 51 38 89142t 

4. OF Epiju.opjy SYSTEM... 5 1 3 4 
7 1 6 2 6 4 2 2 5 10 6 3 4 5 3 7 7 12 13 63 65 128 95.44 

5. OF CIRCULATORY SYSTEM... 1 3 1 
3 6 2 3 5 4 2 6 4 4 4 8 7 4 2 1 3 1 6 5 1 45 48 93 1485 

6. OF DIGESTIVE ORGANS 9 10 6 8 7 

1 1 2 2 2 1 2 9 7 16 2 51 

............ 
6 4 3 4 3 7.  OF URINARY ORGANS 5 2 1 1 6 1 3 3 6 6 

........... 
10 6 58 52 110 1757 

................ 

1 1 1 3 1 4 063 8. O GENERATIVZ ORGANS .......... 
..................... 

1 1 2 2 031 

30. OSINTEOUMXNTARYSYSTEu 

1 ........................... 

.................. 1 1 ........... 1 
............... 

1 3 4 0 63 
9. OF LOCOMOTIVE ORGANS ................... 

1 2 1 1 1 fI 

1 ................................ 

... 1 1 11. Ot AGE ............................ 
3 1 4 2 3 6 1 1 1 

.......................................... 
7 7 14- 223 12. EXTERNAL CAUSES ............ 

2 

2 

2 ......... 
.......... 12 15 47 UNSPECIFIED ...................... 

2 ... 1 .. 2 1 14 7 21 315 
TOTAL FROM ALL CAUSES......I  33 1 38 28 26 34 38 20 94 24 27 17 13 25 1 19 32 14 22 12 

1 .......... 
32 30 42 41 324 302 626 9992 15 20 

-------------------- t 101. 
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J. 1. 
TABLE, shewing the actual number of DEATHS of MALES and FEMALES, from various causes, Registered in the COUNTRY 

DIsTRIcTs during each of the Twelve i!tlonths from 1st January to 31st December, 1857, together with the per centage 

of the Total Deaths of the Year from each Disease to the Aggregate Deaths of the entire class to which such Disease belongs. 

JANUARY. FEB. MARCH. APRIL. MAY. yUNE. JuLy. AuGUST. SEPT. OCT. Nov. DEC. TOTAL. 

DISEASES.  

1i -' uLr 

L-ZYIIOTIC. 

Small Pox ..................... 

4 2 
2 
2 
3 
1 1 1 2 2 3 1 1 1 I 

... 

2 

... . ... 
... 

3 I 3 
12 14 

6 
26 

189 
820 

1 2 3 2 1 
3 
1 1 3 2 1 2 1 2 1 

..... 
1 2 I 2 2 1 1 12 18 30 946 

Croup 1 ... 1 ... 2 1 3 

M

......... 

2 2 ... 1 ... I ....... 1 2 2 1 13 6 19 599 
Thrush 1 ... 1 1 1 ... 2 1 ... 1 1 ... ... 1 2 1 1 1 9 6 35 473 

5 3 5 5 7 5 2 
... 
2... 2 1 1 2 2 1 2 1 5 1 30 22 52 

96 
1640 
3028 10 5 7 4 16 11 5 9 

. . . . . . .  

3 2 

. .  

2 1 2 1 1 1 3 
. . . . .  
... I ... 4 2 

.  

3 3 67 39 
1 1 2 063 

easles ......................... 

1 

. . . . .  

1 

.......... 
I 1 ........ 

1  . . . . .  
... 2  5 1 6 189 

1  . . . . .  1 ... 1 031 

Scarlatina ...................... 
looping cough ............. 

Remittent Fever 2 4 3 ... 2 1 2 ii 1 1 

. . .  

2 3 2 2 ... 1 1 

. .  

5 ... 2 1 24 14 38 1198 

............................ 
......................... 

.Diarrha ...................... 

2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
.  

1 
1  3 8 5 

2 2 
13 
4 
410 
126 

Dysentery ...................... 
Cholera ............................. 

Typhus .........................

Syphilis ..... 
 ................... 

1 

l uff u s n z a ...........................
. A g u e .................................. 

1 1 
1 1 1 

1 1 2 

. . . .  

1 1 6 3 9 283 

............. 

H y d r o p h o b i a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . .  

.25 16 

Er ysi pelas ........................... 

24 

.  

31 13 20 9 

.  

7 13 lfouthly Totals of the Class 18 23 8 1.5 1 0 ... 12 

.  

5 4 3 8 5 14 818 8 9695 

11.-OF UNCERTAiN OR 

. 
VARIABLE SEAT. 

183 134r

2l 2 4, ... 1 4 1 1 1 1 2 2 .  

. . .  

2 ... 18 3 
2 

485 
207 IlMmorrhage ................1 1 

6 
... 1 

2 
1 
3 

1 1 
2..: 2 3 8 2 1 

. 1  
4 1 2 5 2 

... 
3 33331 

7 
1478 Dropsy ....................3 

L.Abscess ........................1 
ii 

1 
3 
. . . 1  1 

2 
1 
4 
1 1 1 1 1  8 3 254 

1 ... 3 i 1 1 1 6 2 
6 1 

8 
7 
184 
161 1 1 1 2 

1 
1 

.  

1 
1  1 1 ... 2 3 5 115 

Inflammation ................ 

1 
Scr of ula ......................... 

2 

. .  

2 3 1 1 1 
1 ..... 

3 2 2 1 2 1 3 

.  

1 3 1 17 13 30 692 
1 

... 

... . . . .  

... 

.. . .  

. . . . .  

3 1 4 092 

Mortification ................ 
L i'urpura ......................... 

2 2 
(l o ut ........................... 

3 1 1 2 

.  
1 s 1 

... 
1 

. . . .  

2 2 1 1 2 3 5 17 16 33 762 

Carcinoma...................... 
i. Tumour ......................... 

5 3 8 8 912 8 2 5 4 6 9 8 2 7 711 6 5 8 5 4 12 10 89 70 159 3672 
r.Atrophy .........................
(Debility ......................... 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

.  

1 

. . . .  

I ... 4 4 
5816741709 

8 184 (Malformation ................
).SuddenDeath ............... 6 1 8... 6 1 3 2 5 

. . . .  
. 1 7 2 1 2 5 4 2 1 3 3 7. 5... 

Monthly Totals of the Class 23 14 30 13 28 21 18 7 17 9H4 18 

:..  
15 12 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

23 15 22 17 14 

.  
9 23 10 31 20268165443 995 

111.-Op THE NERVOUS 
SYSTEM, 

2. llydroeephalus ............... 4 1 2 3 1 3 1 2 3 1 19 9 28 649 
3.Apoplsxy 5 3 5 3 1 5 2 5 5 4 2 5 3 2 3 5 1 1 3 1 48 16 64 1484 

5. Convulsions 
3 
14 
... 
10 

2 
16 
... 
9 
2 
17 11 

4 
6 
... 
13 

3 
5 

6 
8 7 3 

2 
8 4 

4 
9 
3 
8 
1 
10 5 

1 
10 12 

1 
4 4 

3 
11 6 

32 
117 

3 
93 
35 
210 

8.12 
4872 

2 ... 2 ... 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 14 3 17 394 

...................... 

S. Epilepsy ........................ 1 
I 

1 1 

3  . . .  

2 

1 .  C e p h a h t i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. 
2 1 2 ... 1 3 7 5 12 278 

6. ParalysiS ...................... 
................... 

Tetanus ......................... 
Chorea ......................... 

9. Insanity ........................ 

1 .. . . .  

1 1 
2 
1 1 
1 

3 
13 

1 
2 
4 
15 

092 
348 

1. Brain, Disease of 
1 
6 
1 
... 
... 
'9 
... 
4 
4 1 
2 1 2 1 ... 

2 
1 5 8 1 

1 
1 

2 
1 
., 
1 1 3 2 

. . .  

4 29 14 43 997 0. Delirium Tremens .......... 
............. 

11. Spine, Disease of............. 1 .. 2 

. .  

. . . . .  

.  
. .  
. .  

3 ... 3 069 

Monthly Totals of me Class 

. 

. 
36 15 

.  

81 

.  
31 I 18 16 21 16 

.  

.  

16 9 129 7 

.  

.  

17 7 

.  
2 14 19 12 21 17 13 6 27 9 285 146 431 9995 

IV.-OF THE RESPIRATORY I - - OleoAsss. 

2. Laryngitis ...................... 1 1 I 2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
087 
058 

14.Jtronchitis 4 2 2 4 2 1 2 
1 

j 2 1 7 
1 
1 2 1 5 2 5 3 5 1 1 41 17 58 1686 

5. Pleurisy ......................... 1 1 1 
, I 1 1 8 1 1 1 1 

3 
1 5 
28 

8 
9 
13 
87 

377 
1075 16. Pneumonia ................... 3 6 1 

. .  

3 2 3 1 1 1 3 2 2 5 1 2 
2 5 3 8 232 

...................... 

17. Hydrothorax ................. 1 

3. Quinoy ......................... 

1 1 1 1 1 
2 2 1 1 3 1 9 2 11 319 

19. Phthisis, or Consumption 4 2 8 2 10 10 
1 
8 4 7 5 7 6 7 6 11 

... 
5 9 5 12 7 9 

... 
3 5 6 97 61 158 4593 

i0.Lungs, Disease of .......... 

18. Asth ma ......................... 

3 1 3 3 2 1 4 2 3 2,2 2 3... 4... 4 1 3 2 3 

.  

1 4 1 38 16 541569 

Monthly Totals of the Class 16 6 20 11 14 

.  

13 21 7 

.  

14 

. .  
.  

11 J 14 

.  

11 

.  

19 10 22 11 25 10 23 13 21 5 17 10 226 118 344 9996 

V-Op THE ORGANS OF 
CIRCULATION. 

1 1 1 1 1 
3 
... 

.  

.  

2 
1 
... 6 
16 

1 
1 
7 
17 

666 
1619 52. Aneurism ...................... 

53. heart, Disease of............ 
3 
3 2 

2 
3 

5 1. P eri c ar ditis .................... 
1 
3 4 3 

....... 
6 

3 
3 1 3 1 4 1 

3 
12 1 

1 
7 

.  

1 5 

.  

1 7 
... 
3 5 

... 
2 62 19 81 7714 

Monthly Totals of the Class 6 2 5 4 4 9999 3 6 ... 6 1 3 1 5 1 15 1 9 1 6 2 11 8 8 2 84 21 105 

VL-Or TEE DIGESTIVE 

. . . . .  . . . .  

OB0AFC5. 

. .  

54. Teething ........................ 7 8 10 7 15 2 9 3 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 2 1 1 3 I 8 5 57 37 94 3309 
55. Gastritis 2 ........................ 4 1 1 1 1 1 ... 2 2  2 3 1 10 11 21 739 1 6 4 4 1 3 I 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 

2 1 2 20 
5 
16 36 
6 11 1267 - 387 I 1 1 I 1 2 1 1 .1 ... 2 1 1 1 4 9 13 457 I 56. Enteritis .......................3 

57. Peritonitis .....................1 
58. Tabes Mesenterica ........ 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 ... 3 1 4 140 
60. Ascites 

.. .. 
.......... 
2 1 

....... 
1 
......... 
1 2 3 105 

61. Ulceration 2 2 1 
............ 

1 
........ 

4 8 281' 1 1 
. . . .............. . . . . .  

1 
........... 

1 1 2  ....... 1 ... 
. . . .  

6 1 7 246 62. ICernia ............................1  .............. 
.............. 1 ............. 

1 1 
.......... 

2 ... 2 070 1 1 1 ... 1 ... 2 2 4 140' - 

59. Worms ............................... .............................. 
67. Stomach, &c., Disease of., 1 

..................................... ........ 
....... 

1 1 2 1 1 2 3 7 7 - 14 493 

65. Stricture, Intestinal ................... 
69. Hepatitis 

. intussusception ...................................... 
2 1 1 

63.Colicorlleus ........................................... 
2 

....................... 
1 

......... ...... 

2 1 1 ... 1 3 10 ... 15 ..... 5 28 
06. hmatemesis ............................................. 

1 - I 1 
............ 

1 3 4 7 246 
71. Liver, Disease of ............6 

2 1 .......... 
2 4 3 

1 1 .................... 
2 3 5 1 3 

...... 
3 1 2 4 ... 6 ... 39 6 45 1584 

.................................. 
70 JauBthce ............................... 
72. Spleen, Disease of ........... 
68. Pancreas, Disease of ....................................... 1 ............ ............ ............ 
Monthly Totals of the Class 21 11 18 22 301 911919 ................... 

5j6 518 5 91817154 

I ................ 11 22 16 173 
111  284199.92 
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J 1.-continued. 

DISEtSEn 

JANUARTJ FEB. MAseco. APISIL. StAY. JUNE. JULY. AUGUST. SEPT. Ocr. Nov. DEC. TOTAL. 

30O 

. 
Si 

.s . 
Si Si  0---d 

vrL-Or TUE URINARY I OI'.GANS. 

1 
I  

1 F 
74. lochuria ..... ..... ........ ................... 

76. Cystitis ........................... 

78 Stricture of Urethra ...................
79. Kidneys, &c., Disease of 

Monthly Totals of the Class 

1 

1 

2 

.......... 

1 

I 

I 

1 

I 

• 7 7. St o n e ............................................ 
1 

1 

2 

. . . . . . .  

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 3. N e p h riti s ...................................... 

.............. 

1 

1 

7. 5. D i a b e t e s........................................ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .

1 

1 

. . . . . . . .

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

2 

.. . . .  

2 
1 

4 

1 
1 

2 

5 
2 
8 
5 

21 

1 

.. 
1 

2 

6 
2 
8 
6 

23 

2608 
8•69 
348 
2608 

1 99-97 
VI11.-OF TUE Oao.ss or 

. . . . . .  

GENERATION. 

80. Childbirth ..................7 
81. I'arameni-i.................. 

.  . 4 4 3 2 4 ...' 2 2 4 

83. Organs of Generation, 
1 2 1 ... 1 ... 1 

8 2 .  O v a r i a n  D r o p s y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . .  

1 ... 1 1 
Monthly Totals of the Class 2 4 ,.. 5 ... 4 ... 2 ... I 

. . . . . .

... 2 ... 5 ... 3 ... 2 

. . . . . . .  

... ... 8 
4 1 2 3 44 47 100-00  

TX.-OF TUE ORGANS OF 

Disease of ................... 

LscosioTtos. 

85. llhessmatiom.................... 1 1 

1 

1 1 
8 6 .  J o i n t s ,  D i s e a s e  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Si. A r t h r i t i q  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2 1 

1 

7 
1 
2 

4 11 
1 
2 

78's, 
7-14 
3428 

86.Caries .................................

Monthly Totals of the Class 1 1 1 ... 

i ........ 
1 ... 1 1 1 

. . .  

. . . . . .  

3  . . .  2 

..... 
10 4 14 9999 

X,-OF TUE XNTEO1JMENTARY 

..... 
....... 

SYSTEM. 

2 ..... 

87. Carbuncle ..................... , ... ...- . 
.. .-. . . . . . .  

1 1 1 10000 

. . . . . . . . .  

Monthly Totals of the Class . 

8 8 .  I' h l c g m o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. 1 ... 1 199-98 
XL-OLD Ace. 

. . . . . . . . .  

92. Old Age 
Monthly Totals of the Class 9 5 9 ... 6 4 10 3 

8 9. U l c e r .................................... 

12 2 

9 0 .  F i s t u l a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
9 L  S k i n ,  D i s e a s e s  o f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3 11 .. 10 6 13 4 9 

. . . . .  

2 
j 
11 1 16 2 128 32 169 100-00 

XIL-EXTEItNAL CAUSES. 

93. Intemperance ................. 

95. Violent Deaths ............. 
06. Sunstroke ..................... . 

3 

31 
7 

1 

9 
2 

3 

34 

1 

6 

5 
2 
50 
2 

3 

8 30 8 

4 

20 

1 

8 

1 
2 
28 
2 

1 
7 

5 
1 
24 

......... 

5 

3 

31 

8 
1 
7 

2 
39 

8 

13 

3 

18 

2 

4 

2 

30 

... 

5 
1 

2 
1 
35 
4 

1 
... 
8 370 
... 

31 
30 

15 

15 
3 
88 458 
3 

46 
13 

18 
F  

859 
243 
8560 
386 

94. Starvation............................... 

Monthly Totals of the Class 41 12 37 32 8 

............ 

2 .......... 

24 9 33 8 30 5 34 11 41 17 21 

1 ......... 

6 32 99-98 
7 59 11 6 42 9 426 109 535 

UNSPECIFIED:- 
Monthly Totals of the Class 6 10 6 17 9 I 13 9 6 

10000 
4 12 7 4 33 . 3 9 6 

...................... 

14 8 11 4 7 9 17 5 135 74 209 
I 

J. 2. 
SUMMARY OF DEATHS of BOTH SEXES, Registered in COUNTRY DIsTRICTS, from 1st January to 31st December, 1857. 

JANUARY. FED. MARCH. APRIL MAY JUNE. JULY. AUGUST. SEPT. OCT. Nov. DEC. TOTAL. F , 
CA1YSESOFD]1AT1L' 

5 
l H I . H 0 

073a-ii ai-i 5, Si 5, 

1. ZYMOTIC DISEASES ............ 25 16 24 18 31 23 13 20 S 1  10 15 12 9 7 5 4 13 8 8 5 14 8 18 8 183 134 317 10-91 
6poradic Diseases. 

. 
2. OF UNCERTAIN SEAT 23 14 30 13 28 21 18 7 17 9 24 18 15 19 23 18 22 17 14 9 23 10 81 20 268 168 433 1491 

86 15 31 16 31 18 21 16 16 9 29 7 17 7 24 14 19 12 21 17 13 6 27 .9 281 116 431 14-84 
OF Ncavous SYSTEM ....... 

OF RESPIRATORY SYSTEM 16 6 20 11 14 13 21 7 14 11 14 11 19 10 22 11 25 10 23 13 21 5 17 10 226 118 844 1181 
5. OF CIRCULATORY SYSTE5I 0 2 5 4 4 3 6 ... 6 1 3 1 5 1 15 1 9 1 6 2 11 3 8 2 84 21 105 3-61 
6. Or DIGESTiVE ORGANS ...... . 21 11 38 22 30 8 19 8 5 6 12 4 11 5 8 5 9 8 7 10 11 8 22 16 173 111 284 9-78 
7. OF URINARY ORGANS ........ 2 1 3 ... 2 1 1 ... ... ... ... ... 1 ... 1 1 ... 2 2 4 ... 2 21 2 23 079 

8 2 4 5 4 

........ 
2 3 2 5 3 2 4 1 2 8 44 47 161 

9. OF LOCOMOTIVE ORGANS 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 2 2 10 4 34 048 

8. OF GENERATIvE ORGANS....... 

......... ............ 
1 ... 1 1 0-03 11. OLD Aoe ........................ 9 5 0 6 4 10 3 12 2 

1 ......... 
12 3 11 ... 10 6 13 4 9 2 11 1 16 2 128 32 160 551 

.. 
41 12 37 7 59 11 32 8 

10. OPINTRGUMCNTART SYSTEM ................................... 

24 9 33 8 80 5 31 11 41 17 21 0 32 6 42 9 420 109 535 18-42 
12, EXTERNAL CAUsEs ........... 
UNOPSCIFIED .................... 0 4 10 0 17 9 13 9 12 7 6 4 13 3 9 6 14 8 11 4 7 9 17 5 135 74 209 719 
TOTAL FROSI ALL CAUSES....... 186 94,  187 102 224 115 156 84 nO 66 149 71 134 52 151 1 78 107 85 122 70 149 60 2O1 

8411942 
961 2958 9992 
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K. 

BIRTHS and DEATHS occurring at SEA, and Registered in New South Wales, from 1st January to 31st 
December, 1857. 

BIRTHs. DEATHS. 
WHERE REGISTERED. 

Males. Females. Total. 

68 

Males. Females. 

155 59 

Total. 

Sydney .................................... 37 214 ..31 

9 9 18 18 18 36 Brisbane ...................................... 

Ne wcastle.......................................... 2 2 

40 46 86 175 77 252 TOTALS .......................... 

116 of the Deaths registered in Sydney occurred at the wreck of the ill-fated "Dunbar," 20 at the wreck of the "Catharine 
Adamson" (at Sydney Heads), and 28 Deaths occurred on board the "Parsee" from Southampton to Moreton Bay. 

L. 

RETURN of the REGISTRATION DISTRICTS, with the names of the persons holding the office of DIsTRICT REGIsTiui. 

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. 

1. Sydney..........................The Registrar General. 

UALETS. 

Balmain ........................ John 'Whitehead. 
O'Connell Town, Glebe, &c........ Charles Alfred Newman. 
Chippendale and Redfern .......... Henry Robinson Smith. 
Paddington and Alexandria........ George Warburton. 
Concord ........................ William Henry Maybury. 
St. George ...................... Henry Briggs. 
St. Leonard's .................... Robert D. Ward, Esq., M.D. 

COUNTRY DISTRICTS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

47, 
48. 

Albury............ Henry Sherman Elliott, C.P.S. 
Armidale.......... Edward Baker. 
Bathurst .......... James Beuzeville. 
Sofala .......... Thos. Paten (Assistant.) 
Bairanald ......... George Edwards, C.P.S. 
Berrima .......... J. Evelyn Liardet, C.P.S. 
Binalong .......... James by Morgan, Esq., surgeon. 
Bombala .......... Thomas Fox, C.P.S. 
Brisbane .......... Rev. Robert Creyke. 
Braidwood ........ John Gurney, O.P.S. 
Broulee ........... W. Stewart Caswell, Esq., P.M. 
Camden .......... John B. Martin, C.P.S. 
Campbelltown .. . . Thomas Fisher. 
Carcoar ... .... .... S. K. Miller, schoolmaster. 
Cassius ........... John Morris, Esq., C.P.S. 
Clarence Town .. . . David Farquhar. 
Cooma ............ John James Ryall, senior. 
Dalby ............ Frederick W. Roche, storekeeper. 
Deniliquin ........ Henry Shiell, C.P.S. 
Draytori .......... Geo. Hy. Loveday, C.P.S. 
Dubbo ............ John Scully, C.P.S. 
Dungog .......... Thomas Cook, Esq., J.P. 
Eden ............. P. J. Murray, Esq., P.M. 
Gayndah ..........M. Airey, C.P.S. 
Gosford ... .. .. .. .. Thomas C. Battley, C.P.S. 
Goulburn.......... William Chatfield, Esq., J.P. 
Grafton ........... W. C. B. Wilson. 
Gundagai.......... David Smith, C.P.S. 
Hartley ........... Robert Rygate, Esq., surgeon. 
Ipswich .......... William Hendren, storekeeper. 
Kiama............. W. P. Meares, C.P.S. 
Leichhardt ........ W. H. Wiseman, Esq., C.C.L. 
Liverpool.......... J. Linde Jones. 
M'Donald River.... W. C. Hawkins, schoolmaster. 
Maitland .......... Daniel Carter. 
Maryborough ...... Wm. Richardson, schoolmaster. 
M'Leay River..... William Hy. Thornton, Esq., J.P. 
Moama............ M. A. M'Kenna, C.P.S. 
Molong ............ Andrew Ross, Esq., M.D. 
Morpeth .......... John Keatiug. 

Moulamein ......Edward.T. Lindsay, C.P.S. 
Mudgee .......... J. W. Alipass, schoolmaster. 
Murrurundi ...... Henry Wheeler. 

Muswellbrook 
{John Berriman Haskew, school- . 
master. 

Newcastle ........ John Burrowes, storekeeper. 
Orange .......... W. T. Evans, C.P.S. 
Parramatta ...... Percy Simpson, Esq., J.P. 
Paterson ........ B. Newbury. 
Patrick's Plains . . A. L. Forbes, schoolmaster. 
Penrith ......... George Thomas Clark, Esq., J.P. 
Picton .......... William B. Antill. 
Port Curtis ...... John Score Powe. 
Port Macquarie .. Frederick Becke, C.P.S. 
Wingham ...... Jasper Creagh, C.P.S. (Assistant). 
Port Stephens ....Henry Skillman. 
Queanbeyan ...... Chas. Edward Newoombe, Esq., P.M. 
Raymond Terrace. .William Gloag. 
Richmond ....... Richard Griffiths. 
Rylstone ........ W. W. Armstrong C.P.S. 
Ryde ............ George M. Pope. 
Scone ............ James Smith, Esq., P.M. 

7.0. Shoalhaven ...... James Aldeorn 
71. Surat ............ F. Westmacott, C.P.S. 
72. Tabulam ........ Charles Moore, C.P.S. 
73. Tarnworth ....... George Wilson. 
74. Tenterfield ...... Alfred Canning. 
75. Tumut .......... Henry Hilton. 
76. IJIladulla ........ John Dowe. 
77. Wagga Wagga.... Allan Bradley Morgan, Esq., surgeon. 
78. Warialda ........ George H. Johnson. 
79. Warwick ........ Johnathan Harris, schoolmaster. 
80. Wee Waa ........ Alfred C. S. Rose, Esq., P.M. 
81. Wellingrove ...... James Martin. 
82. Wellington ...... A. A. Davis, C.P.S. 
83. Tambaroora .. . . Thomas Paten (Assistant.) 
84. Windsor.......... William Walker, Esq., solicitor. 
85. Wollongong ...... G. P. Lambert, Esq., M.D. 
86. Wolloinbi ........ John McDonald, C.P.S. 
87. Yass ............ John Stiles, C.P.S. 



M. 

Original Certificate of Marriage. 

Christian and Surname 
of Minister at full length. being 

- 
-  Designation. 

Church or place where 
celebrated. 

Wica. and - 

Age years. -- _- - _--_- - Birthplace. 

Residence 
Con, Spinster or 

- - Rank or Occupation. 

_
Christian and Surname -  of Wife at full length. 

- Father's Name, Rank or 

Mother's Name, Maiden 

and 
Witnesses Names. 

day of 
185 

ROSBAND. 

Christian and Surname 
of Husband at fuU 
length. 

Residence. ------1 or Widower. 

do hereby Oertify that I have this day at 

duly celebrated Marriage between— 

Rank or Occupation 

I Condition, Bachelor 

Age_____________ years. Birthplace - 

itether's Name and Rank 
or Profession. 

Mother's Name, Maiden  
Surname. 

Witnesses Names, before 

after Declaration duly made as by law required. 

Dated this 

z 

0 

I  

I-•---------------------------- - 
Signatures of parties 
to the M 

Signatures ofarriage. 

Witnesses. 

Signature of 
MIui8ter. 
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N. 
57-1103. 

Registrar General's Office, 

Sydnep, 9 October, 1857. 

Sin, 
With the viewof rendering the Tables of Mortality, prepared under the provisions of the 

q-'i Vietor 
Registration Act, as accurate as possible, I do myself the honor to solicit the support and co-operation 

3  1.'  of the Medical Board of New South Wales. The value of these Tables to the diagnosis of disease, depends mainly upon the precision with 
ivhiichi the " Cause of Death" is recorded; and although I have to acknowledge with thankfulness the 
support which has been accorded to me in this branch of my duty by many members of the profession, 
there are still very many cases of mortality tabulated solely on the information of nnpro,fessionai persOns. 

It is obvious that as an aid to medical science every case so recorded must, to a certain 
extent, impair the usefuhiscss of the Tables; I am, therefore, anxious to have the influence and weight 
whieli the recommendation of your Board will carry with it, to induce general co-operation in the very 
important oltiect of their design, namely,—thc promotion of practical medicine, and the diminution of 
human suffering hi New South Wales. 

Appended to the Circular, herewith transmitted, (a copy of which was addressed by mc, in 
March, 1858, to every member of the profession in the Colony,) is a Nosological Table, prepared from 
that in use in England, compiled by Mr. Farr, the most eminent authority on the subject. It is upon 
this system of nosology that I have endeavoured to frame the 'J'ables for New South Wales, and I am 
induced to believe that a recommendation as to its value and importance published authoritatively by 
the Medical Board will be the means of obtaining a much more general appreciation of the system, and. 
of promoting a much more hearty co-operation amongst the profession in casrying it out, than my own 
unsupported appeal has been the means of securing. 

Books of Certificates of the "Cause of Death" have been supplied to the medical men in every 
District of the Colony, and may always be had on application to this office, or to any of the Distriet 

Registrars. 
I have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE 
CHillS. 1IOLLESTON, 

,JAMES MITCHELL, EsQ., 
Registrar General. 

President Medical Board. 

9, Castlererigls-streei, North, 
22 October, 1857. 

Sia, In reply to your letter addressed to the President of the Medical Board, I have been desired 
to inform you that a special meeting was held to-day, to consider if there was any way in which the 
Board could assist in the very desirable object upon which you wrote. 

The opinion of the members present was, that the Act under which they were appointed (2 Vic., 
chap. 22,) so clearly defined the Board's province, that it had no power to publish anytlnng unconnectd 
with its immediate functions. I have, &c., 

C. ROLLE5TON, ESQ., 
J. BIJRGON, 

Registrar General. 
Secretary N. S. W. Medical Board. 
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1858. 

?1egtølatiie øøcmbl. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

REGISTRATION OF DEATHS IN SYDNEY. 
(RETURN RELATIVE TO.) 

Ordered by the Legislath,e Assembly to be Printed, 25 May, 1858. 

ttETURN shewing the number of Deaths registered in the Office of the Registrar for the 
City of Sydney, from 1st March, 1856, to 31st March, 1858, distinguishing those cases 
in which the causes of death have been recorded on the certificate of a legally qualified 
medical practitioner. 

Number 
Males. Females. Totals, certified by 

medical 
practitioners. 

1st March to 31st December, 1856 ... ........... .608 

1st January to 31st December, 1857 ..............732 

1st January to 31st March, 1858 .................236 

Total recorded from 1st March, 1856, to 31st 1 576 March, 1858 ................................. 

484 1,092 * 

585 1,317 * 

217 453 *159 

1,286 2,86 

*N.B,_The medical certificates received in the years 1856-7 not having been filed, the 
actual numbers cannot be given, but the number received in the first qusrter of the present 
year was 159, besides 37 coroners' certificates. 

CHRIS. ROLLESTON. 
Hegistrar General's Office, 

25 May, 1858. 

212— 
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1858.. 

iLeøIatije øemb1. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

TR&NSFER OF REGISTERS OF BISHOP'S REGISTRAR 

TO OFFICE OF REGISTRAR GENERAL, 

Oi'dei'ed by t1e Leqis1atve Assembly to be Printed, 14 May, 1858. 

RETURN to an Address of the Honorable the Legislative Assembly 
of New S6uth Wales, dated 27 April, 1858, praying that His 
Excellency the Governor General would be pleaed to cause to be 
laid upon the Table of this House,— 

"Copies of all Correspondence, Minutes, Memorials, and other 
"Papers; which may be in possession of the Government, upon 
"the subject of thei transfer from the custody of the Registrar 
"of the Bishop of Sydney to the Registrar General of the 
"Colony, of Registes of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 
"which may remain in the custody of such Registrar. 

SCHEDULE. 
No. 
Registrar General to the Colonial Secretary, respecting the Church of England Registers 
of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, kpt by the Bishop's Secretary, 

Fees. 
 

20 January, 18.57; with Minute for further report.. .. .. .. .. •. .. .. 
Registrar General to the Colonial Secretary, reporting more fully on the subject, 2 
February, 1857 .. •. 

2 

. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
.. 

B. Under Secretary to Secretary to Crown Law Officers, for their opinion on the legal bearing of the question, 5 February, 1857 

4 

.. •. .. .. .. .. .. 
4. Same to same, 22 June, 1857 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

6 
6 

5. Messrs. Norton, Son, and Barker, and other Solicitors, to the Colonial Secretary, drawing 
the attention of the Government to the necessity for adopting measures for securing 
these Records, 25 June, 1857 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6. Minute thereon 

6 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. 
7. Under Secretary to Messrs. Norton, Son, and Barker, in reply, 2 July, 1857 .. .. 

7 
7 

8. Mr. Norton to the Colonial Secretary, forwarding a Memorial from the Bishop's Secretary, 
relating to the transfer of the Registers, and claiming compensation, 9 July, 1857 .. 

9. Secretary to Law Officers to the Colonial Secretary, stating that a Bill to transfer the 
Documents in question to the Registrar General, 

7 

and to compensate the Bishop's 
Secretary, has been prepared, 14 July, 1857 .. •. •. .: .. .. 

10. Secretary to Law Officers to the Under Secretary, on same subject, iS July, 1857 .. 
10 
10 

11. Under Secretary to Mr. Norton, forwarding the Bill for his observations, 27 July, 1857., 10 
12. Mr. Norton to Colonial Secretary, in reply, 30 July, 1857 .. .. .. .. 11 . 
13. Under Secretary to Secretary to Law Officers, on the subject of the measure being 

introduced to Parliament, 1 August, 1857 .. .. .. .. .. .. 
14. The Bishop's Secretary to the Under Secretary, urging a settlement of the transfer, 

1 October, 1857 .. 

12 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
.. 15. Messrs. Norton, Son, and Barker, and other Solicitors, to the Colonial Secretary, in 

continuation of their letter of 25 June, 18.57, (No. 6,) 6 November, 1857 

12 

.. .. 
16. United States Consul to the Colonial Secretary, stating that he is unable to obtain a 

Certificate of the Registration of the Birth 

12 

of a child, pending the negotiation for the 
transfer of the Registers to the Government, 4 November, 1857 .. .. .. .. 13 

17. Messrs. Norton, Son, and Barker, and other Solicitors, to the Colonial Secretary, in con-
tinuation of their,  Jotter, of 23 June 1857 (No. 20) .. .. .. .. .. .. 13 

174—A 
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TRANSFER OF REGISTERS OF BISHOP'S REGISTRAR TO 

OFFICE OF REGISTRAR GENERAL. 

No. 1. 
HE REGISTRAR GENERAL to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Registrar  General's Office,  

Sydney, 20 January, 1857. 

SIR, 
I do myself the honor to transmit, for the consideration of the Government, a 

16 D, 

186 letter addressed to me by the Registrar of this Diocese, accompanied by a Minute, on the 

subject of the Church of England Registers now in the possession of the Bishop's Secretary, 

and their proposed transfer to this Department. 

As As I thought before submitting this Minute it was desirable to have some 

proposition as to the amount of remuneration which Mr. James might consider himself entitled 

to, I requested Mr. Norton to make such pro
position,_which will be found in his letter 

dated 15th instant, also transmitted. 
I have seen the Registers in question. They appear to be very carefully preserved 

and accurately indexed, and would, undoubtedly, be a great acquisition to the Records of 

this Office. 
I have, &e., 

THE HONORAELE 
CHRIS. ROLLESTON. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

JIJIZVUTE of the  Goloniat Secretary. 

This is a matter of serious consideration, and Mr. Rolleston should report more fully 
upon the subject whether the Registers are indispensably necessary, and if so, whether, con- 

sidering the r
equirements of the laws under which they have been kept up, the claim of Mr. 

James is one entitled to be complied with. H. W. P. 
24 January, 1857. 

Enclosure I in .Ni. 1. 
Sydney, 16 December, 1856. 

Sir, 
In consequence of the repeal of the Act 6 

Geo. IV., No. 21, which provided 

for the Registry of Marriages, Births, and Deaths celebrated by the Chureh of England, and 
the establishment of the Registrar Geueral's Department. I have the honor to transmit you 

a Minute of the c
ircumstances under which those Registers were arranged, indexed, and 

kept by Mr. Henry Kerrison James, the Bishop's Secretary and my DeputyEegist1 
I have, &c., 

J. NORTON 

To Charles Rolleston, Esq., 
Registrar General. 

[Sub_Enclosure in N. 1.3 

MINUTE. 

By the Act 6 
Geo. IV., No. 21, (1826), it was enacted, that Returns of the 

the Churc 
Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials registered by 

h of England, should be 

furnished, annually, to the Registrar of the Diocese, who was charged with their preserva 
tion, and was required to make Indices of the same for public reference and examination, 

upon payment of certain fees. From the passing of this Act until the year 1834, the duties imposed upon the 
Registrar were (according to the design and intention of the then Legislature) performed 

under his direction by the Clerks of the Churc 
School Corporation. h and sist- 

On the dissolution of the Corporation. in the year 1834, an 
establishment, con 

ing of a Clerk and Messenger, was formed to early on the 
requirements of the enactment. 

This e
stablishment was maintained at the public expense, and continued until the return 

of Bishop Broughtoti from England, in the year 1836. 
On the return of the Bishop the Government gave up the 

establishment, without 

providing for the performance of the duties imposed by the Statute on the Registrar. The 
like duties on behalf of other religiouS denominations were, by Legislative enactments, 

performed in the Office of the Supreme Court of the Colony. It 
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It was, of course, impossible for the Bishop's Registrar, at his expense, to provide 
an office, and clerical labor and attendance for the accommodation and service of the public, 
the only emolunient derived from the registration being a small and very inadequate fee 
for occasional searches and certificates. 

From the abolition of the Government Office, in 1836, to the present time (upwards 
of twenty years), the important duties referred to were performed by the Bishop's 
Secretary, who, at great personal inconvenience and expense, collected the Registers, wrote 
up the Indices, and continued to perform the duties contemplated by the Act. The records 
are now extremely voluminous, and afford the only satisfactory evidence of the matters 
recorded, from the foundation of the Colony. 

The Registers commence with the foundation of the Colony, in the year 1787, 
extending over a period of sixty-eight years. They include upwards of 150,000 records, 
the Indices alone filling eleven volumes. 

The Act of 6 Gm. IV., No. 21, having been repealed by the Act 19 Vie., No. 30, 
which substituted a general registration for the Colony, I feel it my duty to draw the 
attention of Government to the foregoing facts. 

As the Registers of the other religious communiens have been transferred from the 
Supreme Court to the Department of the Registrar General, it concerns the public interest 
that those of the Church of England, numerically by far the most considerable, should be 
transferred to the same office. 

To effect this object it will, of course, be necessary to satisfy the cuitable claims 
of the gentleman to whose great diligence the public is indebted for the preservation of 
the documents now in his custody. 

It may be proper to observe, that whilst the saving to the Government for twenty 
years in salaries, and other expenses, cannot have been less than £3,000, the utmost 
amount of fees received under the Act has not exceeded £500,—a sum totally inadequate 
to meet the expenses actually incurred by the Bishop's Secretary. 

3. NORTON, 

16 December, 1856. Registrar. 

[Enclosure 2 in No. 1.] 

Sydney, 15 January, 1857. 

Sir, 
I had the honor to receive your letter of the 17th ultimo, in reply to mine of the 

16th, enclosing a statement of the circumstances under which the Registers of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths, by the Church of England, had been kept up and preserved from the 
year 1836, and pointing out the importance of their transfer to the department placed under 
your control. 

In compliance with your request, I now state the amount of compensation I think 
Mr. James entitled to receive for his services, and which I trust that the Government, in 
consideration of the great public value of these Registers, and of the probable augmentation 
of the income derivable by your department from their possession, will readily assent to. 

I believe the expense actually incurred by Mr. ,James on account of this service to 
have been not less than £1,800. When the value of his own services is taken into con-
sideration, added to the fact, well known to me, that during a very considerable part of the 
period that he sustained this outlay he was paying interest at the rate of ten per cent., 
I trust that the sum of £3,000 will not be deemed an unreasonable compensation. 

I cannot doubt the desire of the Government to satisfy the claims of a gentleman who, 
at so much personal inconvenience, performed an act of the greatest importance to the 
interests of the Colony, especially as the amount at which he is willing to surrender the 
Records in question will, in all probability, become a profitable investment of the sum 
required for their acquisition. 

I have, &c., 
J. NORTON. 

Chas. Rolleston, Esq., 
Registrar General, 

[Enclosure 3 in .N. 1.] 

AcT 6 GEO. 1Y., No. 21.—(1 Nov., 1825.) 

Provided for the keeping of the Registers, "according to the rites of the Church of 
"England, or as hereinafter mentioned." 

Directed Annual Returns to be made "to Registrar of the Archdeacon's Court." 
Registrar to make Indexes. 
Did not require Registrar to circulate forms, nor to take any proceedings for 

collecting Returns. 
Had not both these been done with punctuality and diligence, Returns would not 

have been obtained, and of course Indexes could not have been made. No penalty for 
negiecting to make Indexes. 

Penalty on Clergyman for not making Returns, 1120 Spanish Dollars: penalties 
"applied in the same manner as in and by a certain Act of the Governor in Council, iutitule&, 

"An 
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"'An Act to prevent the harbouring of runaway Uonvicts, and the encouragement of Gonvicts 
tippling or gambling,' is directed and prescribed." 
It is obvious, therefore, that this imperfect and obsolete enactment must have 

remained inoperative, had not its provisions been voluntarily carried out; and it is 
understood that the Acts affecting other denominations have for the like reason signally 
failed. 

This Act (6 Geo. IV., No. 21)—passed twenty-two years ago—was intended t 
apply to all the then denominations, but practically it applied to the then exclusively 
endowed and virtually established Church of England. 

No Returns were ever made by other denominations to the Archdeacon's Registrr. 
The Returns of the Church of England, thus nominally made to the "Registrar,' 

were at the passing of the Act intended to be, and, in fact, were made for eight years to 
the Office of the Church and School Corporation, then an Ecclesiastical Establishment, main-
tained and supported by Government, and the duties appointed by the Act were performed 
under the cognizance merely of the Registrar, and free of all expense to him. 

This Corporation was finally abolished in 1834, and the Officers discharged; but a 
Clerk was retained (as Clerk to the Archdeacon) specially to keep up the Registers. 

In 1834 the Archdeacon went to England, and returned as Bishop in 1836, during 
which time the Government still continued the expenses of his office. 

On his arrival, as Bishop, the Government discontinued this office altogether, and 
discharged the Clerk with a gratuity. 

There was then no provision whatever made for the discharge of the duties required 
by the Act, and the same must have fallen into desuetude had not the Bishop's Secretary 
(heretofore the Archdeacon's Clerk), in anticipation of future recompense, under a con-
viction of the indispcnsableness and public value of the service, assumed the functions 
assigned to the Registrar, and carried out, at his own private cost, the intentions of the 
Statute. 

In 1834 (the year of abolition of the Church Corporation) the Act 5 William IV, 
No. 2, was passed, regulating the Registers of the Presbyterians and Roman Catholics, 
requiring their Returns to be made to the Supreme Court. 

In 1839 the Act 3 Vie., No. 7, was passed, being a corresponding enactment for the 
Wesleyans. 

Returns to be made to the Supreme Court. 
In the same year the Act 3 Vie., No. 23, was passed, imposing penalties on Roman 

Catholics, Presbyterians, and Wesleyans for non-transmission of Returns to Supreme Court. 
Clause 2 provided for Church of England Returns to be sent to Bishop's Registrar, 

instead of Archdeacon's Registrar, but otherwise the Act 6 Geo. IV., No. 21, was unaltered. 
In 1840 the Act 4 Vie., No. 14, was passed, being a corresponding enactment for 

the Independents. 
Returns to be made to the Supreme Court. 
All these Acts have been repealed by the new Marriage Act, 19 Victoria, No. 30. 
The Registers of the other denominations filed in the Supreme Court, under the 

Acts before recited, having been compiled and indexed at the Government expense, and 
being therefore public property, have been transferred by Act of Parliament to the Office of 
the Registrar General. 

No provision has been made respecting the Church of England Registers, which for 
twenty years have been maintained and kept at the private charge of the Bishop's Secretary, 
and these records are still in his possession. 

No. 2. 

THE REGISTRAR GENERAL to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: 

Registrar General's Office, 

Sydney, 2 February, 1857. 
SIR, 

In accordance with your Minute upon the margin of my letter of 20th instant, 

requesting me to report more fully upon the subject of the transfer of the Church of England 

£3,000. Registers to this Department, and of Mr. James' claim to compensation for his services in 

keeping them up, at his own cost, for the last 20 years, I do myself the honor to report as 
follows 

2. It appears to me to be indispensably necessary that these Registers should be 

secured for the use of the public; for, although they appertain exclusively to the Church of 

England, they cannot but concern, in a very large degree, the interests of the community 

generally, as establishing legitimacy, and afecling the titles and inheritance of the great bulk 
of the real estates in the Golony; and it can hardly be doubted that the Office of the 

Registrar General is the proper repository for them. In consequence of the repeal of the 

Acts 6 George IV, No. 21, and 3 Victoria, No. 23, no provision whatever exists, either for 

the preservation of these Records, or for the use of them by the public; and although I 

am informed that the Bishop's Deputy-Registrar continues to allow the public the use of his  

office, 
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office, yet as this is not a public department, the accommodation may at any time be dis-

continued. It may also be questioned whether the certificates granted by him, not coming 

within the operation of the present Registry Act, are, like those issued by the Registrar 

General, cognizable in Courts of Law; whilst it will be readily admitted that the existence 

of two places of search must subject parties to great expense. 

The circumstances under which the claim for compensation arises, as related by 

the Bishop's Registrar, are these. The Act 6 George [V., No. 21, (1826), provided for 

Annual Returns of the Births, Deaths, and Marriages in the Church of England; to be made 

to the Archdeacon's Registrar, who was charged with certain duties concerning them. : It 

appears that at this time, and up to the year 1836, the Government defrayed the expense of 

clerical assistance, and provided an office for the performance of these duties. That when 

the Archdeacon became Bishop of Australia this office was discontinued, and a declarathry 

Act was passed two years afterwards, providing that the duties prescribed by the Act 6 

George IV., No. 21, as pertaining to the Archdeacon's Registrar, should henceforth devolve 

upon the Registrar of the Bishop. These duties are thus stated—" That as often as copies 

" of such registers and lists are transmitted to the Registrar aforesaid, they shall be safely 
kept from damage, and be so arranged as to be resorted-to when required; and one general 

alphabetical list shall be made in books of the names of all persons and. places therein, 

which shall be open to the public search at reasonable times." There .was, however, no 

penalty for the non-performance of these duties, and Mr. Norton states in his minute,—" It 

was, of course, impossible for the Bishop's Registrar, at his expense, to provide an office 

" and clerical labor and attendance for the accommodation and service .of the public, the 

only emolument derived from the registration being a small and very inadequate fee for 

" occasional searches and certificates." From this it may be inferred, that had not these 

duties been executed by the Deputy-Registrar they must necessarily have been unperformed. 

Assuming, then, that when the Government assistance was withdrawn it was not 

compulsory upon the Registrar, who was a private officer of the Bishop, to continue his 

services to the public, involviPg the permanent employment of a clerk, and that the saving 

to the Government in salaries and other expenses has been as stated in Mr. Norton's minute; £3,000, 

assuming also the expenses actually incurred by Mr. James, and the inadequacy of the fees 

received by him, to be correctly stated, and considering the intrinsicimportance of these 

records, and the satisfactory manner in which they have been kept up by the Deputy-

Registrar, I am of opinion that the rethuneration estimated for the period of twenty years-

is by no means unreasonable, more especially as they would immediately be a source of 

emol'ument to this office; 

There appear to me, however, to be legal considerations involved in the question. 

Assuming these Registers to be public documents, of which there can be little doubt, the 

following pOintC arise 

1st. Is the Deputy-Registrar authorised to transfer, and am I authorised to receive, 

these Registers, without Legislative sanction ? 

2nd. What force in a Court of Law would certificates granted by the Registrar 

General upon these records have? 

It seems to me, that without the authority of a Parliamentary enactment I could not receive 

the documents; and that certificates granted upon them would not have co-ordinate force 

with copies of the registers given by virtue of section 9 of the Registration Act, 19 Vie., 

No. 34. I would, therefore, respectfully suggest, that the Bill now before Parliament "for 

11  transferring to the Registrar General the duties of the Chief Clerk of the Supreme Court 
Cc as Registrar of Deeds and other Instruments," may be amended to comprehend these 

Registers, and to give certificates granted upon them equal validity with those issued in 

pursuance of the 19th section of the Act aforesaid. 

I have, &c., 

CHRIS. ROLLESTON, 

ThE HoNoRABLE Registrar General. 

THE COLONIAL SxcaETuY. 

174—B No. S. 



12r24 

6 TRANSFER OF REGISTERS OF BISHOP'S REGISTRAR 

No. 3. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO THE CROWN LAW OFTICERS. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney, 5 February, 1857. 

Snt, 

I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying correspondence relating to 

.a claim preferred by Mr. James, Secretary to the Bishop of Sydney and Deputy-Registrar of 

the Diocese, to compensation for keeping the Registers of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, in 

the Church of England, upon their transfer, should this be deemed expedient, to the 

Department of the Registrar General, and to request that you will bring the same under the 

notice of the Crown Law Officers, for their opinion on the legal bearing of the question, 

that is,—Whether the Registers referred to are such as may be taken to be public property, 

and the measures which may be necessary or expedient for rendering them available to the 

community as such? 

2. I am to add, that this ease is referred direct, instead of being submitted through 

the Civil Crown Solicitor, as one of an exceptional character, on which the specialreport of 

the Law Officers may be considered desirable. 

I have, &c., 

THE SECRETARY TO W. ELYARD. 

THE CROWN LAW O'vicnus. 

No. 4. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO THE CROWN LAW OTTICERS. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sm, 
Sydney, 22 Ju,ze, 1857. 

Referring to my letter of the 5th February last, No. 88, I am directed to 

iequest that you will be good enough to move the Crown Law Officers to cause the Colonial 

Secretary -to be furnished with their opinion as to whether the Registers of Births, &e., in 

the Church of England, therein referred to, are such as may be taken to be public property, 

and as to the measures which may be necessary or expedient for rendering them available to 

the community as such. 

I have, &e., 

THE SECRETARY TO W. ELYARD. 

THE CROWN LAW OTFICERS, 

No. 5. 

MESSRS. NORTON, SON, & BARKER, AND OTHER SOLICITORS, to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

SIR, 
Sydney, 25 June, 1857. 

The Act 6 George IV., No. 21, relating to the Registers of Baptisms, Mar-

riages, and Deaths of the Church of England, having been repealed by the Act 19 Victoria, 

No. 30, without any provision having been made respecting the future,—we beg leave to 

draw the attention of the Government to the urgent necessity for adopting measures for 

securing these important records for the use of the public. 

Their value, as affecting the inheritance and legal transmission of a vast amount of 

real estate in this Colony for all generations, we consider to be incalculable. We are 

informed that they extend over a period of seventy years, to the earliest Colonial date, 

including many thousand entries, systematically arranged and alphabetically indexed, and 

are, we believe, in good preservation. Our respective firms can confidently testify to the 

great advantage and accommodation they afford to the community. 
We 



1225 

TO OFFICE OF REGISTRAR GENERAL. 
7 

We would, therefore, respectfully suggest that arrangements should at once be made 

for their future security, and for affording to the public the 6onvenience of access to them. 

We have, &c., 

THE HONORABLE 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

NORTON, SON, & PARKER. 
HOLDEN & M'CAhTHY. 
ALLEN & BOWDEN. 
WANT, ROXBURGH, & WANT. 
JOHN WILLIAMS. 
JOHNSON & JOHNSON. 
SPAIN & YOUNG. 
DUNSMURE & STAFFORD. 
PENNINGTON & HART. 
E. BURTON. 
BRADLEY & JAMES. 
GILBERT WRIGHT. 
TEALE & GARRETT. 
W. G. A. FITZHARDINGE 
BRENAN & RUSSELL. 
GURNER & ROBBERDS. 
ROWLEY, HOLDSWORTH & GARRICIc. 
ICETON & POWNALL. 
M. CONSETT STEPHEN. 
JOHN DAWSON. 
MILFORD & CROFT. 
WAY & THOMPSON 
STENHOUSE & HARDY. 

No. 6. 
MI.W6T7'E of the Colonial Secretary. 

For the Law Officers, with reference to former papers. 

R. W. P. 
80 June. 

No. 7. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to MESSRS. NORTON, SON, & BARKER. 

Colonial Secretary'I  qglce, 

GENTLEMEN, Sydney, 2 July, 1857. 

Your letter, under date the 25th ultimo, on the subject mentioned below, 
has been duly received and referred for the report of the Law Officers of the Crown. 

2. As soon as the necessary information has been obtained, a further communication 
will be made to you. 

I have, &c., 

W. ELYARD, 

Under Secretary. Subject :—.-Respecting 
 the necessity for adopting measures for securing certain Records of. 

 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages for the use of the public. 

MESSRS. NORTON, SON, & BARKER, 

Solicitors, 
Elizabeth.street, Sydney. 

No.8. 
MR. NORTON to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

SIR, Sydney 9 July, 1857. 

I forward herewith a Memorial from the Bishop's Secretary relating to the Jr.K. Jes. transfer to the General Registry of the Church of England Returns of Baptisms, Marriages, 
and Burials, and of the Indexes compiled by him. 

In this Memorial the Bishop's Secretary prefers a claim for his past services respect- 
ing these Records. 

I have already stated my views upon the subject of this claim in a letter to the 
Registrar General, dated 16th December, 1856; and I now desire to repeat my Opinion that 
it is founded in justice. 

THE HONORABLE 
I have &c,, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. J. NORTON. 

[En clo.sure 
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To His Excellency the Governor General, and the Honorable the Executive Council of New 
South Wales. 

The humble Memorial of Henry Kerrison James, Secretary to the Lord Bishop of Sydney,— 

SHEWETH AS FOLLOWS 

Your Memorialist is informed that a Bill will be introduced by the Government 
in the ensuing Session for completing the system of general registration, by transferring to 
the Registrar General the Returns of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, relating to the United 
Church of England and Ireland in this Colony. 

These Returns are now in the possession of your Memorialist, and have been 

accumulating under his custody and care for more than 20 years. 
During that period your Memorialist has bestowed great pains and attention upon 

the classification and indexing of these valuable documents, with a view to rendering them 
most easy of reference, and useful to the public. 

The Returns commence with the foundation of the Colony in 1787, and now 
comprise above 150,000 records; the indexes alone filling eleven demy volumes. 

The duties assigned by the Act 6 Gco. IV., No. 21, to the Registrar of the 
Archdeacon of New South Wales, were, as contemplated by the Legislature, performed under 
his direction by the clerks of the Church and School Corporation (then a Government 
Establishment) until 1834, when, upon the abolition of that department, a clerk and 
messenger were provided, at the Government expense, to carry out the requirements of the 
Act, and this continued till 1836. 

The Archdeacon having gone to England in 1834, returned as Bishop in 1836; 
immediately ofter which the last mentioned arrangement altogether ceased. 

In 1839, the Act of Council, 3 Vie. No. 23, provided that the duties which had 
been performed by the Archdeacon's Registrar should devolve upon the Bishop's Registrar; 
but it could not be expected that he should provide for the discharge of these duties at his 
own expense, and his only legal emolument was the extremely inadequate fee for occasional 
searches and certificates. 

S. Upon the abolition of the Government Office in 1836, your Memorialist personally 
discharged the whole of the duties, and has continued to do so, and to keep the indexes 
complete up to the present time. 

These Records are of inestimable public value, affording information upon questions 
of legitimacy, relationship, and descent, and deeply affecting the titles and inheritance of the 
greater portion of the landed property of the Colony; notwithstanding which, your Memo-
rialist submits that they are not, nor have ever yet been, public property. 

By the Act 19 Vie. No. 30, the Acts of Council 6 Geo. IV. No. 21 and 3 Vie. 
No. 23 were repealed; a General Registry Office was esthblihed, to which the Registers of 
all other religious denominations in the Colony were transferred, and by the Act of last 
Session, 20 Vie. No. 27, all the Registers of the Supreme Court were also transferred to the 

same department. 
It is no doubt of great importance that the Church of England Returns, which 

are the subject of .the Bill now in contemplation, should be transferred to the Registrar 
General, in their present complete state of arrangement and classification, together with the 

indexes compiled by your Memorialist. 
Yur Memorialist annexes a calculation, marked A, of his actual outlay upon this 

work during the last 20 years,, amouning to n,erly £3,000, and an Estimate., marked B, 
of the fees received on account of the same, according to the scale fixed by the Act, which 
have not during the same period 'exceeded the sum of £500. 

Your Memorialist respectfully refers your Excellency and the Executive Council 
to letters from the Registrar General, dated respectively 20th January and 2nd February, 
1857, accompanied by letters to him from the Bishop's Rcgistiar, dated' respectively the 
16th December, 1856, and 15th January, 1857, and also a letter dated 25th June, 1857, 
from a large body of the Solicitors in Sydney, all addressed to the Honorable the Colonial 

Secretary. 
Your Memorialist humbly prays as follows:— 
That your Excellency and the Executive Council will recoglaize and affirm the claim 

of your Memorialist to pecuniary compensation for his past services, and that upon the 
transfer of the records to the General Registry, a grant may be awarded to your Memorialist 
f such an amount as may be considered just and reasotiable. 

And your Memorialist will ever pray, &c. 
H. KERRISON JAMES. 

I  

CALCULATION of Estimated Expenditure 'incurred by the Bishop's Secretary on account 
of the Registers of Births, Marriages, and Deaths,,of the Church of England, during 
the periods undermentioned 

1837 to 1845.—From the 1st January, 1837, to the 31st December, 
1845, being 9 years, Clerk, salary at £50 ..................£450 0 0 
Interest thereon, at the rate of 5 per cent . .................. 360 0 0 

—810 0 0 

1846—One year Clerl's salary, 1st January to 31st December 65 0 0 
njerest at 5 per cent., average time 11 years ...............35 15 0 

-' —100150 
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1847 to 1854--One year's salary to Clerk from lst.January to 
31st December, in each year, 8 years at £78 ...............624 0 0 
Interest thereon from the average date, 1st January, 1851, 
61 years at 5 per cent .........................................20216 0 

1855 and 1856.—One year's salary to Clerk in each ycar,.being 2 
years, at £208 per annum..................................... 
Interest from average date, 1st January, 1856, 1 year, at 
5 per cent.......................................................... 

1857.—Ono half-year's salary to Clerk, from 1st January to 30th 
June, 1857, at £208 per annum ............................ 
Interest for the average period of 3 months.................. 

-  105 6 0 

Amount of Salaries with Simple Interest at 5 per cent. per annum... £2,290 10 

Postages, Stationery, and Contingencies, for 20 years, at £5 
each year ..........................................................102 10 0 

Interest thereon, for the average time, 10 years ..................52 10 7 
-  155 0 7 

The Interest on the Outlays is calculated above at 5 per cent. only, 
but at the rate actually paid, viz., 8 per cent., the same 
would amount to the additional sum of ....................................410 3 11 

TOTA1 ...................... . ..... £2,855 5 6 

N0TE.—The above is exclusive of remuneration for the Secretary's personal services. 
- H. KERRISON JAMES. 

The above computations have been verified by Mr. Archibald Campbell, Professional 
Accountant. 

H. K. J. 

B. 

ESTIMATE of Feeg received for Searches and Certificates according to the provisions of 
the Act 6 Geo. IV., No. 21, Sec. 6. 

STATEMENT by Mr. LAWRENCE Cuaw, Chief Clerk in Mr. James' Office. - 

I have officiated as clerk to Mr. James for the last twelve years, viz., since 1845, 
with the exception of two temporary absences—during which time Mr. James engaged other 
assistants. During this period I have been chiefly employed, under Mr. James' directions, 
in compiling and indexing the Returns of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, attending upon 
persons applying for Searches and Certificates, and in the performance of other duties 
incidental to keeping up the books. I at first received a salary of one pound per week; soon 
after one pound five shillings per week; for a long period one pound ten shillings per week; 
and for the last three years (nearly) I have received four pounds per week, or two hundred 
and eight pounds per annum. 

Since the first of January, 1855, an exact account has been kept of the fees received 
for Searches and Certificates, a Schedule of which is annexed. 

Prior to that date the fees were comparatively inconiiderable, and no regular account 
of them was kept. - - - 

Mr. James has estimated the fees received for the antecedent years, thus 

From 1837 to 1841, inclusive, at £15 per annum... £75 0 0 
1842  1846, 20 ... 100 0 0 
1847  1851, 25 ,, ... 125 0 0 
1852  1854, (3 years) 35 ... 105 0 0 

From my personal knowledge and observation during the period I have been in the 
office, I can confidently state that the foregoing is a fair and equitable estimate, and my 
belief is, that it is rather over than under the amount actually received. 

I am ready to make a solemn affirmation of the truth of the above statement, if 
required. 

LAW. OURR. 
Sydney, 1 July, 1857. 

RETURN of Fees received from 1st January, 1855, to 30th June, 1857. 
1855—Received ...........................£37 18 6 
1856 ,, ...........................5717 0 
1857 (1 January to 30 June) 46 13 0 

LAW. CURR. 
1 July, 1857. H. KERRISON JAMES. 

174—C No. - 9. 

9 

826 16 -0 

416 0 0 

31 4 0 
—447 4 0 

104 0 0 
160 

01 
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No. 9. 
THE SECRETARY TO LAW Omcxns to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Attorney General's Office, 

Sydney, 14 July, 1857. 
SIR, 

In returning you the within letter, received under B.C. 30th ultimo, respecting the 

necessity of adopting measures for securing the records of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, 

for the use of the public, I am directed to state, that a Bill to transfer the documents in 

question to the Registrar General, and to compensate Mr. James, the Lord Bishops. 

Secretary, has been prepared, with a view to its introduction into Parliament during the 

next Session. 
I have, &c., 

W. E. PLUNKETT, 
THE HONORABLE Secretary to Law Offleera, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 10. 
THE SECRETARY TO LAW OFFICERs to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Attorney General's Office, 

Sydney, 15 July, 1857. 
SIR, 

Adverting to your letter of the 3rd February last, No. 38, and subsequent 

communication of the 22nd ultimo, 197, requesting opinion whether the Church of England 

Registers can be taken as public property, and measures necessary for such purpose,—I have 

now the honor to forward herewith to you a copy of a letter addressed to the Registrar 

General on the subject. 
I have, &c., 

W. E. PLUNKETT, 
THE HONORABLE Secretary to Law Officers. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

[Enclosure in No. 10.] 
Attorney General's Office, 

Sydney, 15 July, 1857. 

Sir, 
In returning you the enclosed papers, frOm Mr. James, Secretary to the Lord 

Bishop of Sydney, respecting the transfer of the Church of England Registers to the 
Registrar General, I am directed to state, that the documents are of public utility, and of the 
nature of public documents, but the Attorney General does not think that they have been 
prepared, compiled, abstracted, and preserved, in such manner as to entitle the public to take 
them from Mr. James, without compensation. 

2. A Bill has been prepared for the double purpose of transferring their custody to the 
Registrar General, and of compensating Mr. James, whose claim to £2,500, or thereabouts, 
seems well established. 

I have, &c., 
Christopher Rolleston, Esq., W. E. PLUNKETT. 

Registrar General. 

No. 11. 
THE UNDER SECRETARY to Mr.. NORTON. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Sydney 27 July, 1857. 
SIR, 

With reference to your letter of the 9th instant, forwarding a Memorial from the 

Bishop's Secretary, relating to the transfer to the Department of the Registrar General of the 

Church of England Returns of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, and of the Indexes compiled 

by him, and to his claim for compensation for his past serices in respect to these records, 

I am directed by the Colonial Secretary to enclose a draft of a Bill for the transfer of the 

documents in question to the General Registry Office, and to compensate Mr. James, which 

has been prepared under the sanction of the Attorney General, with a view to its introdue-

into Parliament early during the next Session; and to request that you will, at your earliest 

convenience, return it, accompanied by such observations as may occur to you upon the 

perusal of it. 
I have &c., 

THE HONORABLE W. ELYARD. 
JAMES NORTON, ESQ, M.L.C. 

[Enclosure 
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21° VICTORLE, 1857. 

DRAFT BILL 

Intituled—An, Act for transferring to the Registrar General all Returns of Marriages 
Baptisms and Burials relating to the Uuited Church of England and Ireland, and com-
pensating the present Officer. 

Preamble. 
WHEREAS it is expedient to transfer to the General Registry for New South Wales all 
Returns Registers and Indexes of Marriages Baptisms and Burials relating to the United 
Church of England and Ireland within the Colony and to compensate the Officer now in 
charge thereof Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty by and with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South 
Wales in Parliament assembled and by the authority of the same as follows 

Church of England Returns to be all deposited in General Registry. 

Upon a day to be fixed by the Governor.of which fourteen days previous notice shall 
be published in the Government Gazette the Secretary of the Bishop of Sydney shall deliver 
to the Registrar General all Returns relating to Marriages Baptisms and Burials within the 
said Colony made or transmitted by any Clergyman or Minister of the United Church of 
England and Ireland in New South Wales by virtue of the Acts sixth George Fourth number 
twenty-one and third Victoria number twenty-three and all Registers of such Returns and 
every Index of or to the same and the Registrar General shall take possessian thereof and 
shall keep and deposit the same in the General Registry Office and may and shall grant 
Certificates or Certified Copies of the same in like manner as under the several provisions of 
the Act of Council nineteenth Victoria number thirty-four applicable to Registration of 
Marriages Births and Deaths or incidental thereto or consequent thereon in like manner as 
if the said several provisions had been repeated in this Act and hereby made to apply to 
the subject matter hereof. 

Compensation to Compiler of Indexes. 

And whereas the said Returns and Indexes have since the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six been maintained and kept up by the said Secretary at his own personal 
cost and labour It shall be lawful for the Colonial Treasurer to pay to the said Secretary 
at the time of such transfer as aforesaid the sum of I pounds by way of 
compensation for his past outlay and services and to charge the said payment upon the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund. 

Certificates and Fees. 

All Certificates or Certified Copies so granted by the Registrar General shall be of 
the same and the like force and effect 'to all intents and'purôses as Certificates and Certified 
Copies of the Registers of Marriages Births or Deaths granted under the said last recited 
Act And the same and the like fees may and shall be charged and paid for. the same 
respectively and for searches relating to any such Returns of the said. United Church as are 
authorized by the same Act and cQntained in. Schedule B thereto annexed. 

19 Vie. N. 34 applied to 20 Vic No. 27. 

The provisions of the said Act of Council nineteenth Victoria number thirty-four 
shall also apply to all Certificates or Certified Copies of the Registers, of Baptisms Marriages 
and Burials of other Denominations transferred to the Registrar General under the Act of 
Council twentieth Victoria number twenty-seven. 

No. 12. 

Ma. NoRToN to THE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY. 

Sydney, 30 July, 1857. 

I have the honor to return the Draft Bill—intended to transfer to the Registrar 

General the Returns of Marriages, Baptisms, and Burials relating to the Church of England 

and Ireland, and compensating the present officer—you did me the honor to forward for 
my perusal. 

So far.as  I am entitled to express an opinion on the Bill, it appears to me to be 

uuobjectionable, and I trust the second clause will have the recommendation and support of 

the Ministers and the Law Advisers .of the Crown. 

I have, &c., 
THE HONORABLE -. . J. NORTON. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

No. 13. 
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No. 13. 
THE UNDIIIt SECRETARY to THE SECRETARY TO LAW Or'icxas. 

Colonial Secretary's O.ffice, 

Sydney, 1 August, 1857. 

SIR, 
With reference to your letters of the 14th and 15th of last month, respecting 

the measures necessary for the transfer of the Church of England Registers of Marriages, 

&c., and for granting compensation to the Bishop's Secretary in respect to them, 1 am 

now directed to return the whole of the papers, including a further letter on the subject from 

Mr. Norton, in order that they may he laid before the Attorney General, with the Colonial 

Secretary's request that he will introduce the measure to I'arliament as he has personally 

expressed to him his willingness to do. 
I have, &o, 

THE SECRETARY TO THE \V. ELYARD. 

CROWN LAW OFFICERS. 

No. 14. 
THE Bssiiop's SECRETARY to THE UNDER SECRETARY. 

Sydney, 1 October, 1857. 

SIR, 
May I request you to bring under the notice of the Honorable the Colonial 

Secretary the correspondence and papers respecting the transfer of the Church of England 

Registers to the Department of the Registrar General. 
The continuance of these Records in my charge is attended with much inconvenience 

and expense, and I fear that it will not be possible to afford the public the convenience of 

my services beyond the end of the present year. I contemplate an absence from Sydney, for 

urgent private reasons, when it will be out of my power, in the present uncertain state of 

the matter, to make provision for public access to the Registers, or the issue of Certificates. 

I earnestly trust, therefore, that some terms of settlement may be adjusted during 

the Session of Parliament. 
I have, &c., 

THE UNDER SECRETARY. H. KERRISON JAMES. 

No. 15. 
MESSRS. NORTON, Sos, AND BARKER, AND OTHER SOLICITORS, to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Sydney, 6 December, 1857. 

SIR, 
With reference to a letter addressed on the 25th April last to the then 

Colonial Secretary, by nearly all the Solicitors of Sydney, representing the urgent necessity 

of securing, for public use, in connexion with the new Registry Department, the Indexes of 

Baptisms and Marriages of the Church of England, which the Bishop's Secretary has, for 

the last twenty years, kept at his own instance and expense,—we have now the honor to 

recal the attention of the Government to this important subject, as we find that Mr. H. K. 

James declines any longer to supply, from this source, those Certificates which have hitherto 

been available for purposes of legal investigation and evidence. 
Without presuming to estimate the compensation which Mr. James is fairly 

entitled to claim on surrendering these valuable Indexes to the Registrar's Department, we 

can, without hesitation, state that the injury inflicted on the public by their loss or sup-

pression would incalculably exceed any sum which he is likely to demand. 

We have, &c., 
NORTON, SON, & BARKER. 
HOLDEN & M'OARTHY. 
ALLEN & BOWDEN. 
R. J. & G. WANT. 
JOHN DAWSON. 
SPAIN & YOUNG. 
DTJNSMUItE & S'I'AFFORD. 
TEALE & GARRETT. 
GILBERT WRIGHT. 
ROWLEY, HOLDSWO1ITH, & GARRICK. 
ICETON & POWNALL. 
E. BURTON. 
BRADLEY & JAMES. 
FITZHARDINGE & MACKECHNIE. 
MILFORD & CROFT. 
M. CONSETT STEPHEN. 
WAY & THOMPSON. 
STENHOUSE & HARDY. 

THE HONORABLE 
THE CHIEF SECRETARY. 

No. 16. 
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UNITRD Sr.TLs CoNsuL to TUE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

Coneulate of the United State:, 

iS'jjdney, N. S. Wale:, 

4 Nocemler, 1857. 

Having received a request from the United States to procure and forward a 
certificate of the registration of the birth of a child, now resident there, but who was born in 

this Colony, I applied on the 2nd instant to the Deputy Registrar of the Diocese of Sydney 

(Mr. James) for the purpose of obtaining the required document. 

I did not see Mr. James, but the next morning I received a note from him, in which 

he says, " that, pending a negotiation with the Government, I have discontinued furnishing 

" such extracts, and regret, therefore, that I am unable to accommodate you." I afterwards 

spoke to the Registrar General of the Colony upon the subject, but was informed by him 

that it was not in his power to furnish mc with the certificate. 

As I infer from the letter of my correspondent that it is of considerable importance 

that the information sought for should be obtained, I therefore apply to you in the hope that 
you may be able to aid me in the matter. 

I hardly need add, that, as interests of vast moment are frequently dependent on facts 

which can only be established by access to an authentic Register of Births (and I believe 

that in the present instance important interests are involved,) it would seem to be of con-

sequence that every obstacle to the procuring of such facts should be removed. 

I have, &c., 

T. 11. WILLIAMS, 
Thit HoNoaAnL 

U. S. ConsuL 
THx COLONIAL SECkETAU. 

No. 1,7. 
Mitssas. NOIt2ON, SON, AND BARE.ER, AND OTIIE1t SOLICITOUs, to Tj1F COLONIAL SECRETA1t'. 

Sydney, Januai.y, 1858. 
Sin, 

Not having been favored with any reply to the communications we had the 

honor to address to you upon the subject of the transfer of the Church of England Registers 

to the department of the Registrar General, we again beg to draw your attention to the 
matter. 

In consideration of the very great inconvenience sustained by the public from the 

want of a legal right of reference to these records, we feel compelled to urge the importance 

of having them placed under the control of a responsible officer. 

We trust therefore that the Government will take this subject into their early 
consideration. 

We have &c., 

THE HONORALE 
Tnit COLONIAL SECItTART. 

NORTON, SON', & BARKER. 
ROLDEN & M'CARTHY. 
R. J. & G. WA\T. 
BRENAN & RUSSELL. 
i'ITZHARDINQE & MACKECHNI. 
MILFORD & CROFT. 
TEALE & GARIIETT. 
ROWLEY, HOLDSWORTH, & GARRIO. 
STENHOIJSE & HARDY. 
ICETON & POWNALL. 
J"HNSON & JOHNSON. 
RODD & DAWSON. 
WILLIAM DEANE. 
BRADLEY & JAMES. 
SPAIN & YOUNG. 
PENNJNQTON & HART. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

VOTES No. 17. FRIDAY, 23 APRIL, 1858. 

5. Registration and Preservation of Records:—Mr. Owen moved, pursuant to amended 
notice,— 

That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the Records and Registers 
in the Office of the Registrar General; the expediency and probable expense of 
procuring fire-proof premises; the condition of the Registers, and the best means 
of their preservation and restoration where found decayed or injured; the income 
derived from the fees of the Office, distinguishing those derived from registering 
deeds and instruments; the state and system of the indices, and whether any improve-
ment can be made therein ;—and also to inquire into and report on the substitution 
of paper for parchment in registering, and whether searches can be advantageously 
made by the clerks of the Registry Office,—with power to send for persons and to call 
for or inspect books and papers. 

That such Committee consist of the following Members, viz. :—Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Hay, Mr. Weekes, Mr. Piddington, Mr. Flood, Mr. Williamson, 
Mr. Aldeorn, Mr. Gordon, and the Mover. 
Debate ensued. 
Question put and passed. 

VOTES No. 61. TUESDAY, 20 JULY, 1858. 

22. Registered Instruments better Preservation Bill :—Mr. (Jowper moved, "That" the 
Speaker do now leave the Chair, and the House resolve itself into a Committee of 
the whole for consideration of this Bill. 
Mr. Owen moved, That the Question be amended by the omission of all the words 
thereof following the word "That" at the commencement, with a view to the inser-
tion in their place, of the words "this Bill be referred to the Select Committee 
on the Registration and Preservation of Records." 
Question—That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question—put 
and negatived. 
Question—That the words proposed to be inserted in place of the words omitted, 
be so inserted—put and passed; 
Whereupon Question—That this Bill, be referred to the Select Committee on the 
Registration and Preservation of Records—put and passed. 

VOTES No. 114. THURSDAY, 4 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

2. Registration and Preservation of. Records:—Mr. Owen, as Chairman, brought up a 
Progress Report from, and laid upon the Table the Evidence taken before the Select 
Committee appointed on the 23rd April last, to inquire into the Records and 
Registers in the Office of the Registrar General; the expediency and probable 
expense of procuring fire-proof premises; the condition of the Registers, and the 
best means of their preservation and restoration where found decayed or injured; the 
income derived from the fees of the Office, distinguishing those derived from 
registering deeds and instruments; the state and system of the indices, and whether 
any improvement can be made therein ;—and also to inquire into and report on the 
substitution of paper for parchment in registering, and whether searches can be 
advantageously made by the clerks of the Registry Office,—with power to send for 
persons and to call for or inspect books and papers; together with the Minutes 
of Proceedings and Appendix, and the better preservation of Registered Instru-
ments Bill (referred on 20th July last) as amended in Committee. 
Ordered to be printed. 

CONTENTS. 
PAGE. 

Report........................................................................ 
Proceedings of the Committee .................................................. 5 
Schedule of Amendments in " Registered Instruments better Preservation Bill" ........ 
Listof Witnesses .............................................................. 9 
Listof Appendix ................................................................ 9 
Minutesof Evidence ............................................................. 1 
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REGISTRATION AND PRESERVATION OF REOOIRDS. 

PROGRESS REPORT. 

TUE SELECT COMMITTEE of the Legislative Assembly, appointed on 23rd April last, , to 
". inquire into the Records and Reaisters in the Office of the Registrar General; the 

expediency and probable expense of procuring fire-proof premises; the condition of 
the Registers, and the best means of their preservation and restoration where found 
decayed or injured; the income derived from the fees of the Office, distinguishing those 

"derived from registering deeds and instruments; the state and system of the indices, 
" and whether any improvement can be made therein ;—and also to inquire into and 

report on the substitution of paper for parchment in registering, and whether searches 
can be advantageously made by the clerics of the Registry Office,—with power to send 

"for persons and to call for or inspect boolcs and papers ;" and to whom, on the 20th 
July last, was referred the "Registered Instruments better Preservation Bill,"—have 
agreed to the following Progress Report :- 

Your Committee having examined Christopher Rolleston, Esquire, the Registrar 
General of this Colony, T.J. Jaques, Esquire, Deputy Registrar, Professor Smith and others, 
on the state of the Records now deposited in the Office of the Registrar General in Castlereagh-
street, in this City, and having personally inspected the Records, are of opinion that the 
Records copied on paper are in a fair state of preservation, perfectly legible, and exhibit no 
symptoms of effacement from time or otherwise; but some of those on parchment exhibit 
great obliteration, and in many cases can only be deciphered with much difficulty. 

These defects appear to have been produced by the use of bad parchment, and in 
some instances by bad parchment and bad ink combined. 

But it would appear that in no case will it be impossible to have these injured 
Records accurately re-copied; and the evidence of Professor Smith shews that the process of 
effacement going on is not so very rapid as to require very urgent and immediate action; 
but no unreasonable delay ought to be permitted. 

Your Committee are of opinion that some change is necessary as to the parchment 
material now used for the Records, and that the preponderance of evidence is in favor of that 
material being paper, expressly manufactured for the Government, and distributed for Regis-
tration purposes by the Registrar General. 

No positive evidence has been obtained as to the advisability of the substitution of 
vellum for Registration copies; it is, however, believed it would be a better substance than 
parchment, but its cost is considerably greater. 

Your Committee having inquired into the system of Registration now in operation in 
this Colony, and having examined two gentlemen distinguished for their attention to various 
projected improvements, namely, Robert Richard Torrens, Esquire, now Registrar General of 
Adelaide, and William Henry Archer, Esquire, Assistant Registrar of Victoria, conceive that 
the further consideration of this branch of their inquiry can, with advantage, be deferred for 
the present, until the results of the new systems of Registration in South Australia and 
Victoria can be ascertained. 

All 
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All the evidence taken as to the safety and adequacy of the present Registry Office 

in Castlereagh-street demonstrates that the present building is momentarily liable to 

destruction by fire, and is very insufficient for carrying on the business of the office. 

Your Committee, therefore, strongly recommend that measures be early taken for 
erecting fire-proof and convenient premises. 

There is the less reason for delay as the Revenue derived from the Registration of 

Deeds exhibits a surplus annually of upwards of three thousand pounds. 

Your Committee have taken the evidence of D. B. Hutehison, Esquire, Chief Clerk of 

the Supreme Court, as to the place of deposit there of the Original Wills of the Colony, and 

as to the propriety of removing them to the Office of the Registrar General. 

From his evidence it appears, first,—that these important and valuable documents are 

kept in a small closet on the floor of the Supreme Court, and are in no way protected from 

fire; and, seeondly,-.—that they might with great advantage be removed to the Office of the 

Registrar General when proper premises are provided. 

)' de Schedule of Your Committee beg at the same time to lay before your Honorable House the: 
Amendments it 

 Registered Instruments better I>reservation Bill," as amended by them. appended hereto. 

ROBT. OWEN, 

Legislative Assembly Ultamber, 
Chairman. 

Sydney, 4 November, 1858. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

FRIDAY, 4 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

Mr. Owen, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Hay, Mr. Piddington. 

Mr. Owen was called to the Chair. 

The Chairman having then informed the Committee that he had requested the Clerk 
of the Assembly to summon C. Rolleston, Esq., Registrar General, New South Wales, and 
W. H. Archer, Esq., Assistant Registrar General, Victoria, as witnesses, before the Com- 
mittee for this day, and that these gentlemen were now in attendance in anaver to such 
summons ;— 

Motion made and Question—" That C. Rolleston, Esq., be now examined "-agreed to. 
Mr. C. Rolleston, Registrar General, New South Wales, examined. 
Committee deliberated. 
Motion made and Question—" That as the Committee will be unable to proceed to 

" the examination of Mr. Archer this day, it is expedient that that gentleman should be 
" summoned before the Committee, as a witness, for Thursday next "—agreed to. 

[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 10 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

R. Owen, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Jones, I Mr. Hay, 
- Mr. Aldeorn. 

Mr. R. R. Torrens, late Registrar General, South Australia, and 
Mr. W. H. Archer, Assistant Registrar General, Victoria, examined. 

[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAy, 16 JUNE, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT;— 

R. Owen, Esquire, in the Chair. 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Flood, 
Mr. Hay, Mr. Piddington. 

Mr. Smith. 

Mr. C. Rolleston further examined. 
Mr. T. J. Jaques, Deputy Registrar of Deeds, examined. 

[Adjourned.] 

THURSDAY, 29 JULY, 1858. 

MEMBERS PxsENr :- 

R. Owen, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Hay, f Mr. Smith. 

By direction of the 'Chairman)  Resoultion of the House referring to the  Committee on 20th instant the "Registsred In4ruments bettet. Preservation Bill,"—read by the Clerk. 
The Chairman stated that this Bill had already passed the Legislative Council. 
Dr. J. Smith, Professor of Chemistry in the University of Sydney, examined. 
Committee deliberated. 

[Adjourned.] 
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IVEDNESDAY, 25 AUGUST, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

R.. Owen, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Jones, I Mr. Hay, 
Mr. Piddington. 

Mr. D. B. Ifutcijinson, Chief Clerk of the Supreme Court, examined. 

Committee deliberated on the " Registered Instruments better Preservation Bill," 

and being of opinion that it would be inexpedient to proceed to the consideration of its pro. 
visions before the evidence was printed, it was Resolved:— 

That the consideration of the Bill be deferred until a copy of the evidence has 
' been transmitted to each Member of the Committee." 

Mr. N D. Stenlouse, Solicitor, examined. 
Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 
" That sufficient evidence has now been taken for the present purposes of this 

inquiry." 
Committee then considered as to the expediency of making a Progress Report to the 

House, recommending the immediate erection of a fire-proof building for the preservation of 

Records. 
[Adjourned.] 

FRIDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT :- 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Hay, 
Mr. Piddington. 

Mr. Jones, in the ibsenee of the Chairman, was called to the Chair. 

Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved :- 
" That in consequence of the absence of the Chairman, it is inexpedient to enter 

" upon the further consideration of the ' Registered Instruments better Pvc-

" 'servation Bill,' until Thursday next." 

[Adjourned till Thursday next, at Eleven o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1858. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

R. Olen, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Smith, 

:Mr. Hay,.. Mr. Piddington. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee a Draft Progress Report. 
Draft Report read 10. - 

The Chairman, at the request of the Clerk, then informed the Committee, that, in 
eonformity with a Resolution agreed to on the 25th August last, a copy of the evidence had 
been duly sent to each membei of the Committee for his information. 

The Committee then proceeded to the consideration of the "Registered Instruments 

" better I'reservation Eili," clause by clause. 
Preamble postponed. 
Clause 1 read. 
Motion made and Question proposed—" That this Clause, 

as read, stand part of the 

" Bill." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. . No, 1. 

Mr. Hay, Mr. Piddington. 

Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Smith. 

Clause 2 read. 
Motion made and Question prqwsed—" That this Clause, 

as read, stand part of the 

" Bill." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. No, J. 

Mr. Smith, Mr. Piddington. 

Mr. Hay, 
Mr. Jones. 

Clause 3 read. 
Motion made and Question proposed—" That this Clause, 

as read, stand part of the 

" Bill." 
Committee deliberated. Amendment 
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7.  

Amendment proposed. (Mr. Jones)—" That the clause be amended in line 2 thereof, 
" by the omission of the word 'already.' 

Question—' That the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause "- 
negatived. 

Word "already" struck out accordingly. 
Amendment proposed (Mr. Smith)—" That the clause be further amended in line 2 

thereof, by the omission of the word 'partially,' and by the substitution of the word 'or' 
" for and." 

Question—" That the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause"—
negatived. 

Word "partially" struck out accordingly. 
Question then—" That the word 'or' proposed to be substituted for the word 'and,' 

be so substituted"— agreed to. 
Word "or" substituted for word "and" accordingly. 
Further amendment proposed (Mr. Jones)_" That the Clause be further amended in 

"line 7 thereof, by the insertion after the word 'be' of the word "deemed." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question—" That the word proposed to be inserted be there inserted "—agreed to. 
Word "deemed" inserted accordingly." 
O"iginal Question then put and negatived. 
Whereupon Motion made and Question put,—" That the Clause, as amended, stand part of the Bill." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, S. No, 1. 
Mr. Hay, J Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Smith, 

Clause 4 read, 
Bill." Motion made and Question proposed—" That this Clause, as read, stand part of the "  

Committee deliberated. 
Question put and negatived. 
Clause struck out accordingly. 
Clause 5 (now 4) read. 

Bill." Motion made and Question proposed—" That this Clause, as read, stand part of the '  
Committee deliberated. 
Amendment proposed (Mr. Jones)—." That the Clause be amended in line 2 thereof 

by the omission of the word 'fresh,' and the insertion after the word 'Registry' of the 
' words 'under the provisions of this Act.'" 

Question—" That the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the Clause "— 
'negatived. 

Word "fresh" struck out accordingly. 
Question then—" That the words proposed to be inserted be there inserted "-
agreed to. 
Words "under the provisions of this Act" inserted accordingly. 
Original Question then put and negatived. 
Whereupon motion made and Question put,—" That the Clause, as amended, stand 
" part of the Bill." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. No, 1. 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Piddington; 
Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Hay, 

Clause 6 read. 
Motion made and Question proposed—" That the Clause, as read, stand part of " the Bill." - 
Committee deliberated. 
Amendment proposed (Mr.. Jones).—" That the Clause be amended in line 1 thereof, 

' by the omission of the word 'June,' with a view to the insertion of the word 'January' in 
its stead, and in line 2 thereof by the omission of the words 'fifty eight,' with a view to 
" the insertion of the word 'sixty' in their stead." 

Question—" That the words proposed to be omitted, stand part of the Clause 
negatived.  

Words "June" and "fifty eight" struck out accordingly. 
Question then "That the words, proposed to be inserted, in place of the words 

11 omitted, be there inserted "—agreed to. 
Words "January" and "sixty" inserted accordingly. 
Original Question then put and negatived. - 
Whereupon motion made and Question—" That this Clause)  as amended, stand part 

of the Bill "—agreed to. . 
Preamble then read. 
Motion made and Question proposed—" That this Preamble, as read, stand the 

" Preamble of the Bill." 
Committee deliberated; . . 
Amendment proposed (Mr. Jones)_" That the Preamble be amended in line. 7 

thereof, by the omission of the word 'certain,' with a view to the insertion of the word 
11  'any,' and by the omission of the word 'already,' and the insertion of the words 'injured or." 

Question 
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Question—" That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Preamble"— 
neqatived. 

Words "certain" and "already" struck out accordingly. 
Question then—" That the words proposed to be inserted in place of the words 

" omitted be there inserted"—agreed to. 
Words "any" and "injured or" inserted accordingly. 
Original Question then put and negatived. 
Whereupon motion made and Question put—" That the Preamble, as amended, stand 

" the Preamble of the Bill." 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. No, 1. 

Mr. Smith, Mr. Piddington. 
Mr. Hay, 
Mr. Jones. 

Chairman requested to Report the Bill, as amended, to the House. 
The Chairman then commenced to read his draft Progress Report 2°. 
Committee deliberated, and it was Resolved 
" That it is expedient that the further consideration of this Report be deferred 

" until Wednesday next." 
[Adjourned till Wednesday next, at Twelve o'clock.] 

WEDNESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

MnMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Owen, I Mr. Piddington. 

A Quorum of the Committee was not present. 

[Adjourned till to-morrow, at half-pa.t Twelve o'clock.] 

THURSDAY, 4 NOVEMBER, 1858. 

inus PRESENT:— 

R. Owen, Esquire, in the Chair. 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Piddington, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Hay. 

Draft Progress Report, proposed by the Chairman, read 2°. 
Committee considered, and verbally amended the same. 
Motion then made, and Question proposed—" That this Report, as verbally amended, 

be the Progress Report of the Committee." 
Committee deliberated. 
Question put. 
Committee divided. 

Ayes, 3. No, 1. 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Piddington. 
Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Hay, 

Committee then considered the advisability of moving for the adoption of that portion 
of the Report recommending "that measures be early taken for erecting fire-proof and 
convenient premises" for the custody of Records,—and 

It was Resolved:— 
" That it is expedient, That the Chairman should move in the House for the 

adoption of that portion of the Report recommending the early erection of 
fire-proof and convenient premises for the custody of Records." 

Chairman requested to Report Progress to the House. 

SCHEDULE OF AMENDMENTS. 

(Registered Instruments better Preservation Bill.) 
Preamble—Page 1, line 7—substitute "any" for "certain ;" after "parchment" omit 

"already," and insert "injured or." 

Clause 3, page 2, line 7—after "copy" omit "already;" after "is" omit "partially;" 
substitute "or" for "and." 

Clause 3, page 2, line 12—after "be" inaert "deemed." 
Clause 4, page 2, line 12—omit this Clause. 

Clause 5, (now 4,) page 2, line 29—before "paper" omit "fresh ;" after "Registry" 
insert "under the provisions of this Act." 

Clause 6, (now 5,) page 2, line 32—substitute "January for "June." 
Clause 6, (now 5,) page 2, line 33-8ubstitute "sixty" for "fifty-eight." 

LIST 
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1858. 

iLegtIattbe øeInbW. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 
TAKEN BEFORE 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON THE 

REGISTRATION AND PRESERVATION OF R!CORDS, 

FRIDAY 4 JUNE, 1858. 

Ma. OWEN, Ma. HAY, 
MR. PIDDINGTON, Ma. JONES. 

ROBERT OWEN, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Christopher Rolleston, Esq., called in and examined 
By the Charmaiz I believe, Sir, you are Registrar General? .1 am. C. Rollestoji, 
A portion of that department is the Registry of Deeds and Conveyances? it is. 
A certain portion, I believe, of the registration is by memorials: to what date? To the 

' ' s  year 1844. June, 1859. 
From that period the deeds have been. copied? From that period the deeds have been 

registered byeopies deposited. 
Copied on parchment? Copied on parchment. 
Are the memorials bound up, or in files? The memorials are all bound up. 
In volumes? In volumes, of 200 each. 
Is there a general index, or an index to each volume? There is an index to each 1,000 

deeds; that is, to each 5 volumes. 
Is that found inconvenient at all ? Well, I don't think it is.. 
Or is it an index to each year? There is an index to each 1,000 deeds, and then there is 

an extra general index up to the year 1838; but from the year 1838 to the year 1848 it has 
not been continued; they had not the clerical staff in the ofilce to do it. 
ii. I asked you whether there was any inconvenience from the index being to each five 
volumes? No, I think not. 
Reference is easy that way? Yes, I think quite easy. 
Has the same course been pursued since the registration upon parchment? Exactly the 

same, I believe. 

That is, an index,•I presume, for each year? An index for each 1,000 deeds; each 
volume contains 200 deeds. 
These, I believe, are kept on open shelves? They are kept on open shelves. 
Open to the public and to the atmosphere? Yes. 
They are not shut in? Not shut in. 
With respect., Sir, to the paper memorials,—what is the state of preservation? In some 

few instances they are a little torn and faded, but they are generally pretty good. 
Have the torn parts been caused by time, or carelessness, or by examination? By 

examination, I think; carelessness in turning over the leaves. 
Are they legible, or otherise? They are quite legible. 
Are they quite perfect in the series? Quite perfect, I believe; I have not heard any-

thing to the contrary. 

Then the indexes are the same in both series—both the memorial system and the 
copying system of deeds? Quite the same—alphabetical. 
Not divided into counties? No. 

Now, with respect to the parchment series of registration, Sir,—what is the state of that, 
both as to the material on which the deeds are copied, and as to the writing? Many of the 
deeds are defaced so that they are totally illegible, and some are in the course of obliteration, 
either from a defect in the parchment or in the ink, which, I am not prepared to say. 

272—B 
25. 



1244 
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SELECT COMMI TTEE 

C. Rolleston, 25. Yu cannot form any distinct judgment at all whether one or both? I think it is in 
sq. some cases the parchment, and in some cases the ink. 

The office, I believe, has no control over the quality of the parchment-your office? 
4 June, 1838. None whatever. 

It is supplied by the public? By the public. I believe we could reject a faulty sheet- 
a sheet with holes in. 
Do you recollect if therlew  is any authority in the Act for this? II rather think there is 

some authority which enables us to reject a faulty sheet; it has been done in one or two 
instances. Section XV gives the Registrar this authority. 
Have you consulted any gentleman skilled in chemical application, as to either the 

preservation or restoration of the defaced or effacing parts? No, I have not; I brought the 
matter under the notice of the Government as soon as the volumes were transferred to me 
from the Supreme Court, but they did not authorise me to do so. 
How long is that ago? Thirteen months; the let of May, 1857. 
From your observation of the state of the records, does it appear that any defect has 

arisen from the mode of keeping them-I mean as to the house or the place of custody-from 
dampness or otherwise? I think not, because we have perfect deeds in Succession to deeds 
that are almost obliterated, and if that had arisen from the place of deposit-from dampness, 
or whatever it may be-it would have affected all equally. 
Are your indexes on paper or parchment? On paper. 
Do you think that that is the best matcral for such a purpose? I hardly think so; 

they are liable to be torn and destroyed. 
The searches of course are a great portion of the business of the office? A great 

portion. 
By whom are they made? . By the attorneys or their clerks. 

86. Is there any mode adopted by which the office has a protection against alterations by 
persons left to examine the indexes and deeds? There is a man there whose special employ- 
ment it is to look over the persons employed in the office in searching. 
The registers themselves and the deeds are also subjected to the handling and exami- 

nation of searchers? Yes. 
From the mode of conducting that portion of the business of the office, do you think 

there is any risk of alteration? I think not; because it is done in a room where there are 
three clerks and the book-porter, whose duty it is to look after the registers, by constantly 
moving about among the searchers. 
By .1Ir. Hay: That is th6 man of whom you spoke just now? Yes. 
f?y the C/iarman: That portion of your office does not come so much under your obser- 

vation as under the observation of your head clerk, Mr. ,Jaqucs? Mr. Jaques, my Deputy 
Registrar, has the supervision of this branch of the office, and sits in the room where the 
searches are made. 
Now, with respect to the registers of conveyance-there is one general register for the 

Colony? There is one general register. 
There is not any distinction of locality.? None whatever. 
In your opinion, would any advantage be obtained by any other arrangement? I think 

there would be. If we could register by districts or counties it would be very much better. 
Would you point out the advantages that would be obtained by that mode ? I think we 

might have registers for each county or district, and every deed connected with a district 
put into its proper register. I think that would simplify registration very much indeed; 
but I doubt whether it can be carried out in the present state of the survey system. 
I was going to ask whCther the boundaries are not so defined that they might create 

some difficulty? I think so. 
But otherwise such a mode would simplify and save trouble? Very much indeed. 
And so with respect to the indexes? And so with respect to the indexes. 
There would be less wear and tear and less search? Yes; the search would not occupy 

one quarter of the time. 
The index being general, every search must be out of that one index? Out of that 

one index. 
From your own observation in your office, or from any other source, has it occurred to 

you that there is any better mode of index? I have seen a scheme of Mr. Kelly's, the 
Registrar of the Supreme Court at Auckland, in which he has carried out there a system of 
numerical index, but I am very doubtful of its application to this Colony. 
I believe his practice is to create as it were title pages? Title pages, as far as I under- 

stand it, with a numerical index. 
Have you been at all able to judge whether this is practicable or likely to be safe in its 

operation? IL think that a system of registration by title pages would be most advisable. 
With respect to numbers-could they not be applied in the same way to our present 

system? I hardly like to give an answer in the affirmative, for I think there are many 
points connected with the change of system that would involve many difficulties, which I 
cannot see my way out of. 
Then, having examined Mr. Kelly's system, you doubt its application to this Colony? 

I doubt its application to this Colony. If I may be allowed to explain: Mr. Kelly is the 
Registrar of a very small province in New Zealand, where there are very few transactions in 
land. He commenced his system with the first grant of land. Crown grants were not, I 
have been informed, issued until within the last three or four years; Mr. Kelly therefore 
commenced with a clean sheet, and carried out his scheme without impediment. With the 
thousands of deeds we have here, however, I almost doubt its practicability. 
Having gone upon a different system, with an immense accumulation of materials you 

think it would be difficult to add one to the other? I think so-without a great alteration 
in the law of property. 56. 
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By Mr. Hay: This Mr. Kelly—is he the Registrar General of the whole of New C. Rollestor, 
Zealand? Only for the province of Auckland. Esq. 

B, the Chai,'man: Then, instead of the indexes being upon paper, you recommend that 
they should be upon some more durable material? I think so, certainly. 4 June, 188. 

Now, Sir, with rspect to the effaced or effacing state of the registers, can you zuggest 
any, and what remedy? I think that the opinion of one of the best practical chemists here 
should be taken as to the means of restoring the writing, so that we may be able to 
transcribe it. 
You recommend chemical inquiry as to the restoration, with a view to transcription? 

Just so. 
Do you propose—or perhaps it has not, been settled—to transcribe the deeds afresh 

upon paper? Afresh upon some paper of a durable nature. 
Do you propose to affix the paper to the volumes, or to have some supplementary 

volumes? I think I would have a supplementary voinme,, referring to this or that deed. 
That is, upon the face of the parchment in the volumes you would makca reference to 

the supplementary volume ? Just so, and vice versa. 
That is as to the restoration of the present deficiencies? Yes; cod those that are in process 

of obliteration. 
Now, as to future registrations—as to a future system—will you have the kindness to 

state to the Committee, what you would suggest as to the best mode, or is there a difficulty 
in that until the chemical inquiry tes place? I think that, judging from the present state 
of the registers, and from the impossibility that the officers employed can be able to see at 
the time whether parchment is good or not, it would be advisable to have ,the copies of the 
deeds upon a particular kind of.paper, to be ordered from England by the office. 
Would you say paper, or such other material as might be suggested.? Such other 

material as might be recommended. in England by competent persons. There is a class of 
paper made at home containing a good deal of parchment, which I am told has been substi-
tuted in England, in sume of the public departments, for parchment. 
Do you know whether that has been tested for any considerable period of time? The 

invention is of too recent date, I think, to rely upon as a- test. - 
Then, would you think it necessary to have the same size of registers—whether parch-

ment, paper, or other material? I think it would be desirable to have an uniform size. 
You could not have them larger without their being too bulky and cumbersome; and if you 
had them smaller, they would form too many volumes. I think the present is as good a size 
as we could have. 
Would you not recommend, supposing some legislative enactment. were to pass, regard 

new 'material of this kind, or rather would you recommend any paper that could be at present 
obtained in the Colony? I should hardly like to do so. 
I presume there would be a difficulty even as to size? There would. 
Would you consider it desirable that in case of any alteration of that sort the material 

should be so lineli as to compel an uniform and clear copy?. Certainly; because, as we receive 
them now, some of the, deeds are so closely written that it is very difficult to decipher them. 
It would take you an hour to read down a page. Others are written large, and the books do 
not look well. 
The present system of the spaces is both illegible and very inconvenient? Very 

inconvenient. 
Do you think it would be possible for the office, by virtue of any legislative enactment, 

to import a sufficient quantity of paper or material of the kind for distribution? I think the 
Government could do it, either through the instrumentality of the office, or through the 
Colonial Storekeeper. 
110w would you recommend that to be done with regard to distribution in reference to 

the interior? I think that if one or two, or three or four—or half a dozen of the most 
respectable stationers were made the medium of disseminating the paper all, over the country, 
it would answer every purpose; and if registration were prohibited upon' any other paper, I 
do not see any difficulty whatever. 
You would recommendthe authority to be 'vested in the Registrar General to reject 

anything not in conformity? Yes; that would be necessary. 
Do you think that the paper could be conveniently distributed through the post offices—

the country post offices.? I think it might. There is a liability always to rubbing on the 
outsides, but I send all over the colonies the larger forms connected with the registration of 
births and deaths, and, protected by a proper wrapper, they go quite safe; no doubt there is 
liability to injury from wet, and in swimming creeks the forms are sometimes injured, and 
I am obliged to send fresh ones. 
But that might be corrected by some authority in the Registrar General's Office? Yes. 
Then you think that, previous to deciding upon the material, it might be advisable to 

consult some person of authority? I think, certainly, in so important a matter it would be 
quite necessary to consult the best authorities we can upon the sabjeet. 
With regard to Cie indexes—I understood you to state that in the present state of the 

surveys the boundaric9 might not be sufficiently marked to make it safe to have districts? 
It would be quite impossible. 
Could there be int rmediately any great division or divisions which would diminish the 

labor, without taking te minute districts? I think not, without an alteration in the law. 
I am supposing, of course, that the Legislature will deal with it—I only 'want your 

opinion whether, supposing there could be any safe line adopted for the southern part of the 
country, or the middle part, or the northern part, it would operate so as to diminish the 
labor to a certain extent? Without the minute subdivisions I think it might. 
That you think might be done? That I think might be done. 

.82. Would that be a saving? Yes, it would; anything in that direction would bean 
improvement. 83. 
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C. Rolleston, 83. Not having thought of that, perhaps YOU cannot suggest any plan? I could not; I am 
Esq. 

not sufficiently acquainted with the boundaries of the southern and western divisions of the  
Colony. 

4 June, )E• 84. Your present office is in Castlereagh-street? In Castlereagh-street. 
That, I believe, is one of a range of buildings ? It is one of five, known as Black's 

Buildings. 
In the middle of the building? Tn the middle of the building. 
Has it occurred to you that this is a position which is desirable with regard to,  

contingencies of fire ? No. I have represented to the Government, on two or three 
occasions, the insufficiency of the building, and its insecurity. 
What household protection is there to the property to guard it? There is a messenger 

and his wife. 
Residing upon the premises? Not in the house, but in a little back apartment. 
Do you allow any fires? Oh, yes; there are four or five fires every day during the 

winter months. 
Fires, in fire-places, with the ordinary construction of chimneys? Yes. 
Is the building made of such materials as to be in any way particularly preserved from 

fire? No; but the fires in the deeds' room are put out before the clerks leave. 
Is there any one to inspect that operation in particular? Yes; the Deputy Registrar 

takes care that the fires are put out before he leaves. He keeps the key of the office, so that 
no one can go into it. 
Is there any watchman ' None. 
Now, would you think it desirable, having stated that there is a risk of fire, that there 

should be some building erected apart from other premises, and fireproof? I think it is 
certainly necessary. 
Do you think it essential to the safety of the records? Clearly so. 
What is the income, Sir, of the deed register department? About £3,000 a-year, and 

the copying of Crown grants about £2,000 more; for which the office hs never been given 
credit, but which should be credited as part of our official income. 
From the department we have been speaking about? Just so; a little over £5,000 

in all. 
Da you recollect the whole expenses of that department, including a portion of house rent 

and the proportion to clerks? About £1,800 a-year. 
Then there is a balance of about £3,000? There is a balance of £3,000 good to the 

public. 
With regard to extent of the premises, are they sufficient? Oh, dear, no; they are 

very insufficient. 
Insufficient for present purposes? Insufficient for present purposes. 
And the other portions of the records' office? Quite so. 
I believe there is some system upon a small scale, at present extant, for taking title 

deeds of persons for security, or wills ? Wills are deposited with us. 
I mean original wills, before death? Original wills before death. 
Do you think it would be----without incommoding the office-would it be practicable and 

useful to the public if it were an avowed part of the duties of your office, and apartments 
could be set aside for the preservation of deeds of persons that might be absent or sick-
deeds or wills? I hardly think it is necessary to tax the Government or the public with 
keeping records of that kind. 

But I am not speaking of the taxing_I mean, would it be useful to the public, and 
would it be practicable for your office to do it? Oh, yes, quite practicable. 

Would it not, in your opinion, be willingly submitted to, that persons having deeds in 
that way should pay a fee? I think so. 

That, therefore, would take away any expense to the public? Yes; in depositing wills 
the depositor pays a fee of 5s. If you will allow me to say, there are wills now in the office 
for which there are no claimants, and of an old date I don't know what to do.with them. 
I did call the attention of the Government to the fact, but have received no instructions as 
to their disposal. All parties connected with them are supposed to be dead. 

How many years old? Perhaps twenty. 
Might not the system adopted at the Post Office with regard to the Dead Letter Office, 

or something analogous to it, diminish the accumulation in that way of useless paper? Yes, 
certainly. 

Now, Sir, I beg to ask the favour of your attention to the searches. The searches for 
ineumbrances, I believe, is now a very extensive portion of the duties done in your office? 
It is. 

They are made, I think you said, by the public? By the public. 
Do you think this is a convenient mode, or a safe mode, for the office? I think it 

leads to the destruction of the records at a much earlier period than otherwise would be the 
case. 

Is it within your knowledge that these searches are very long? Some of them are 
very long. 

And at considerable expense to the parties? It must be. 
Are you aware whether in certain registries on a large scale it is the business of the 

office to conduct searches? It is in Ireland, I believe. I am not aware whether it is in any 
of these Colonies. 

You are not aware whether it is so in Edinburgh? I am not. 
Do you think that from the superior knowledge of efficient clerks in that department, 

who would be more competent to lay their finger upon any particular searches of titles-- - 
would it not be a matter of great convenience to the public that they should be undertaken 
by your office? Unquestionably, very great. 
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By responsible clerks? By responsible clerks. C. R011CStOn, 
That, I presume, would ensure safety to the records, and economy in the searches, both Esq. 

as to time and money? Yes, clearly. 
Judging from the number of searches that you observe daily, can you form any opinion 4 June, 1858. 

what number of clerks would be necessary? It would take five or six, searching and making 
copies. 

Searching and making copies? Copies of extracts, as the public may require. Two 
would be ampleto make the searches, I dare say. 

And in proportion as the duties may require, a further number of clerks for the copies? 
A further number for the copies. 

Who makes the copies- now ?- One of the clerks of the department; 
From the books? From the hooks. 
Is not that a very inconvenient mode? Sometimes it is done by the attorneys' clerks, 

when our own clerks are too much engaged. Sometimes they ask for copies by our own 
clerks; and Sometimes they do them themselves. 

You recommend, therefore, that that portion of the duties of the office should be done 
by your own clerks? I think every duty of that nature should be done in the office. 

Would that he any expense to the public, or may the office not be regulatedso as to 
defray it? Entirely to defray it; and the public would be exceedingly glad if such a change 
were made. 

By ilk. Ha3,: I think you said, Mr. R.olleston, that there was an index to each volume, 
but that the general indexes were made up for the year? There is no annual index; the 
indexes are prepared for each book of 5 volumes containing each 200 deeds, i. e, an index to 
each 1,000 deeds. 

But that during one considerable period—from 1838 to 1848—the general index is 
faulty? The general index is very faulty for those years. if 1 may be allowed to explain 
At the time when the Registrar General's Department was abolished by Sir George G-ipps, 
the duties were transferred to the Supreme Court, and there was a disagreement between the 
Council and the Government as to the expense of the judicial department chargeable upon 
Schedule A, if you recollect; there was not a sufficient staff in the Supreme Court, and a. 
rough index was made by a chance clerk whenever they could spare the time. The indexes 
are not to be relied upon at all, and in those ten years the chief obstruction in searching for 
titles arises. 

The chief difficulty in making those searches now and the greatest delay is caused by 
the incomplete indexes of those ten years? Yes. - 

Have you made any suggestion for remedying this? I suggested, when the office was. 
transferred to me, to the Government, that I should be allowed clerks to get up these indexes. 
and make them perfect. . . . 

You do not find that you are able with your present staff of clerks to accomplish that ? 
It is quite impossible. 

There must be a greater loss, I suppose, to the public from the difficulty-of making 
these searches than would compensate for the expense of having these indexes made perfect 
at once ? Yes. 

That is a work which would require to be taken up by itself and completed off-hand? 
Just so.  

By the Chairman: That of itself would diminish the difficulty and delay of making 
searches, to a considerable extent? Very much indeed. 

Has not that been partly done? It was done by Mr Jaques up to the year 1838— 
from the time he joined the office to that date— and the indexes he declares are a perfect as 
they can be made. From that date, however, in consequence of the limited clerical assistance it 
was out of his power to keep up that work. The indexes were made by temporarily employed 
clerks until the year 1848, but from 1848 the indexes were again taken in hand by 
Mr. Jaques, and kept in a perfect manner, and have been carried mit o to this day. 
From the year 1848 unto the present time he can declare that they are perfect. 

In point of fact, the indexes are from the year 1838 to 1848 in the faulty state to 
which you have alluded? Yes. It is I believe in those years that the difficulties in search-
ing arise. 

And you think that two clerks, under the direction of the Deputy Registrar, would be 
able to do that in the course of how long? Twelve or eighteen months, I think, if they 
were efficient clerks—and they must be efficient. We must have men whom we can trust, 
and men of some legal knowledge and attainments, because in the registering of a deed it 
requires considerable legal knowledge to index properly the contents of that deed. Another 
great difficulty in indexing is, that by the present law we are not allowed to reject- a deed 
appertaining to land of which there is no definite description in the deed. Some of them 
contain so many reeds or acres, but they do not contain the name of the county or the 
district in which they are placed. It is utterly impossible, therefore, to index a deed 
referring to that land so as to show to what part of the country it belongs. 

In point of fact, you do get deeds so indefinite in their description of the land that you 
cannot refer them to any district? Some are so indefinite that you cannot refer them to 
any particular lands whatever, and the space left for the description of the land is necessarily 
left vacant, so that you see nothing but the fact of land having-  been sold. 

You say you have no power to reject deeds however indefinite in description? However 
indefinite. If the Committee will allow me, I will show them a deed which no registry 
office ought to be obliged to accept. It is a deed of sale by Mr. Polack; but it does not 
show whether Mr. •Polackwas the possessor of that land or-merely the auctioneer. It gives 
no description whatever of the land. We cannot resister the name of the vendor, becau,e 
we do not know whether Mr. Polack is the vendor or the auctioneer. - 

Are you aware that in some instances deeds are granted for all the real estate of the 
272—C grantor? 
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C. Rollestou, grantor? They are, without describing what the real estate is. The Crown grants them- 
Esq. selves, in some instances, do not give the name of the county, or the name of the district to 

t which the grant refers. 
4 .Jurie, ISoS. 144. By the Ciwirnian: That would make it very difficult-utterly impossible, in fact-to 

refer it to any district? Yes. 
By Mr. Hay: Would you consider, Mr. Etolleston, that it is desirable the indexes 

should be such that any incumbrances affecting real property should be referred to at any 
time by any clerk who came into the office? I think so; they should be so clear that any 
person-man, woman, or child almost-should be able to comprehend them. 

In the meantime it is not so? In the meantime it is not so; it requires legal know-
ledge to search for some deeds. 

It requires familiarity with the character of the records? Very much. 
So that a considerable amount of difficulty may arise from the loss of any particular 

officer in the public department? Yes. 
You think, then, that you ought to have power by virtue of statute to reject deeds 

which are indefinite in description ? Clearly so; to make the registration system perfect, 
that power must rest with the officer appointed to carry. it out. 

Are you aware whether it is of late that the practice of issuing Crown grants without 
describing the counties in which the land was situated hs arisen? Of late 1 have observed 
it myself; I have been told by Mr. Jaques that in former times many Crown grants were 
faulty in that respect. 

Did Mr. Jaques refer, do you know, to a period considerably antecedent to the present? 
I think not. 

Such grants have been issued all along? All along; I get them every day. 
You now get them every day? Yes. 
Are you aware whether, in those eases, the land is within what are called boundaries of 

location, or beyond those boundaries? Generally beyond those boundaries, and in the inter-
mediate districts where counties have been proclaimed. 

By the Chairman: .Iven omitted there, where counties have been proclaimed? Yes. 

By Xr. Hay: Do you know of any instance in which they have been omitted in such 
grants within the old nineteen counties? I cannot say, but I think so. To the best of my 
belief the name of the county has been omitted in grants referring to the old settled counties. 

You have had a good deal of experience connected with the management of Crown 
Lands, though not in the Survey Department-can you see any difficulty standing in the 
way of Crown grants referring to the counties within which they are situated in every 
instance? None whatever. 

If the Survey Department was properly carried on? I believe it is a clerical omission. 
When the deeds of grant are enrolled they are generally marked, to call attention to the 
absence of this part of the description. 

Supposing that the boundaries of counties were laid out and proclaimed before the 
alienation of land, do you think there would be any difficulty in referring to the Crown 
grants, in every case, to the county in which it is situated ? None whatever. 

If that practice were carried out, would there be any difficulty hereafter in the deeds in 
each case transferred referring to the counties also? None whatever. 

Would not that enable your index to be made out with reference to each county? 

Quite so. 
And would not that greatly facilitate the service? Very largely indeed. 
And save the wear and tear of the records very much? Certainly it would. 
As to the question whether the ink or the parchment was most at fault in those cases 

of obliteration which have taken place lately, can you say whether in the paper records 
formerly kept the same defect is to be observed? No; the paper records of the earlier 
years of the present century are as perfect as on the day they were written. 

There does not seem any such obliteration in those old paper records as there is in the 
parchment records? In some few memorials there is a fading of the ink, but not an oblitera-
tion in any one of them, and in all the Crown records-that is, written by any of the 
Government departments-the ink is as dark, and the writing as distinct, as on the day they 
were written. 

In that case I presume you would come to the conclusion-although the ink 
might have something to do with the obliteration of the later records-still that t]1at 
obliteration would not have taken place if paper had been used? I think not. I believe 
that either some acid is used in the preparation of the parchment, or that the parchment, 
having too much oily matter left in it, the severe pressure to which the volumes are exposed 
in binding, and the great heat, causes the oil to exude, and that it obliterates the writing. 

Although not a chemist, you are generally aware that the action of ink is of a chemical 
nature upon paper or parchment? Yes. 

And that that action may be different upon paper and parchment? Quite so. 
Do you think it would be practicable for the office to distribute ink as well as paper? 

It is quite impossible to detect whether a deed was written with ink so supplied, or not. 
You mean it, would not be impossible to distribute it, but it would be impossible to 

ascertain whether the ink had been used? It would be difficult to distribute it, and quite 
impossible to tell whether the ink used was that ink or not. 

By the Gijairnian: Could it not be distinguished by colour? I do not think so. 
By Mr. hay: I suppose it would be quite practicable to test the ink used by the office 

itself? Quite. 
It might be advisable? It might be advisable. We use the best registration ink. 
Do you think the fee of 5s. now paid on the deposit of wills for private persons is 

sufficient, or would you be disposed to fix a higher fee in case that system of the deposit of 
wills was carried out extensively? If the office is merely made a place of deposit, I think 
5s. quite enough. 175. 
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You think, at that rate of fee, you could afford to give every convenience to the deposit C. Rolleston, 
of instruments of that kind ? I think so. Esq. 

Would that be sufficient to remunerate the office for the search necessary to its removal- 
taking receipts, and so on? Well, perhaps not. I believe 5s. for the deposit, and a small 4 June, 1858. 
fee for the searching would be sufficient. 

Another small fee upon its being demanded? Upon its being demanded, half-a-crown 
would do. 

For something in the nature of a search necessary before it was delivered up? Yes. 
Which would be more troublesome than the mere receipt? I think so. 
But this fee on receipt would have to cover the expense of providing safes? Yes. 

But I doubt whether much would be done in that way. We have not many wills. I do not 
think we have one hundred wills in the office. 

Do you not think, Mr. }tolleston, if it was known that you could provide proper safes 
and fire-proof premises for wills, and deeds relating to private property, that the opportunity 
might be extensively availed of by private individuals? I think it is very likely. At present 
these instruments are generally left with the Banks. 

In fact, the public have no confidence in your premises? They have no confidence; in 
fact, they know that they are insecure. 

The fee, then, will require to be sufficient to cover, not only the trouble of receiving 
and searching before delivery, but also to pay the expense of providing a safe, and a propor-
tion of the expense of providing fire-proof premises. The fee would be required to be fixed 
at a sufficiently high rate? I think so. 

Pirhaps you are not prepared to give an opinion as to what fee would be sufficient for 
that purpose? I think the fee of 5s. for the deposit is ample, and if you propose 5s. for the 
search and taking it out again, I should think it would cover every expense. 

And with regard to the destruction of these wills you have spoken of remaining in the 
office for a very long time, does it not strike you that that might be dangerous? I did not 
recommend their destruction; not at all. 

What would you propose to do with them ? That some persons authorised by the 
Government should open them and see the contents. They might change the holdings of 
property most materially. 

You would recommend that these wills should be opened under the authority of the 
Government? Yes; by persons appointed by the Government. 

There would be no necessity for destroying them at all, under any eircumtances? 
Certainly not. 

With regard to what you have said, Mr. Rollest.on, about the two thousand pounds of 
income- that which the office had not got credit for? It never gets credit for the enrolment 
of the grants; we have never got credit for the incomO derivable from this source. 

That is not paid for at the office, is it? It is paid at the Treasury, and not at the 
office; therefore, the Treasury take credit for it, which they have no business to do, because 
the work is done in my office. 

The fees are paid to the Government? They are paid to the Government upon the 
surrender of the deed. 

And the work, in consideration of which these fees are paid, is done in your office? 
Yes. 

By .lJfr. Jones: What precautions are taken, Mr. Rolleston, in giving up wills which 
are deposited with you? An affidavit on the part of one of the executors, or some one 
authorised by him, is taken, and they are then given up. 

That is where the will is to be given up after the death of the testator? We can give 
up a will on the application of the depositor; we do it repeatedly; there is one man that 
makes a fresh will every year-some old man out at Newtown. 

For instance ;-supposing a person not personally known to you or to the department 
were to deposit a will, and that be applied some seven or ten years afterwards to have this 
will restored, what steps would you take to ascertain if the person claiming it was the 
person that deposited it? We would require the affidavit of a respectable solicitor, or some 
one who was acquainted with the man deponing, that he was the depositor. 

By the Chairman: A proof of identity? A proof of identity. 
By lIr. Jones: Such, a proof as would provide against fraudulently taking possession 

of it? Quite so. 
By M. Hay: I wish to ask you, Mr. Rofleston, whether in case of the establishment 

being so enlarged as to enable the public to have the searches made through the clerks in 
the office, you would prohibit private searches being made? I would. 

Do you not think that might be in some cases unsatisfactory? It ought not to be, I 
think. Certainly there are cases where the parties themselves might have a desire to search 
for themselves. 

Do you not think it would even be advisable, as a cheek upon the efficiency of the 
office, under all circumstances, that the power to make this private search should be conceded, 
even if you were to make the fees somewhat heavy? In special cases I do not see any 
objection to it; but, for the preservation of the records, I think it desirable that the searches 
should be made in the office. 

Don't you think the searches might be made on such terms in the office as-without 
prohibiting searches altogether-would make it the custom to have them made in the office? 
Yes. 

Don't you think where large interests were involved it might give dissatisfaction? 
Perhaps so. 

By M. PddUngton: With reference to the question just put by Mr. Hay upon the 
point of prohibiting searches, are you aware whether the custom of absolute prohibition exists 
in the United Kingdom? I am not aware. 
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C. Rolleston, 204. I think you said paper memorials were preserved up to the year 1844? To 1844, I 
Esq. think. 

' 205. Have you any volume of those memorials? I did not bring one with me. 
4 June, 188. 206. If it turns out that the ink is as much in fault as the parchment in respect to the 

illegibility alluded to, what security would paper afford to the public even if it were used in 
lieu of parchment? If the ink was faulty alone, I do not know that the paper would afford 
any greater security; but I think that the parchment is mainly at fault. 

The proposed change—the use of parchment to that of paper—would of itself be no 
security against the effect produced by bad ink? I am hardly prepared to say that, because 
I think paper would not act upon ink like the parchment does. 

That may be, but if inferior be used even upon paper, I presume there is a danger of 
illegibility, arising from the inferiority of ink? Undoubtedly. 

And you are not prepared to say how far that injury may arise in the case of the use of 
paper and bad ink? I cannot say from experience. I can only judge from records in the 
office; and the records on paper are, on the whole, in better preservation than the records 

on parchment. 
You have alluded to records on paper so far back as 1784? 1794 I meant; but I 

don't know that our records go so far hack. 
The Colony was only founded in 1788; it must have been '94. Were those original 

paper records of so old a date likely to be referred to as much as parchment records ten or 

twenty years old? No. 
Then, would not the fact of the repeated references to the parchment records possibly 

account, in some instances, for obliteration? I hardly think so; because it is not in the parch-
ment; it is in the writing—in the ink—the parchment is perfect. The paper records are 
thumbed; they have given way at the corners and at the creases. 

Then, are there not instances in the case of paper records where the writing is illegible 
and faded? No; there are many cases where it is faint, but none in which it is illegible, 

that I have met with. 
If vellum were used instead of parchment, do you not think that the obliteration would 

not be so perceptible? I am not acquainted with the nature of vellum, or the differcnie 
between vellum and parchment, sufficiently to say. 

I think you stated that there were original wills deposited in your office? Some few. 
Only a few? Perhaps one hundred. 
Then they are not deposited in any fire-proof room or vault? No; they are in a small 

iron safe. 
Is there any vault at all in your office for records of any description? None. 
You stated that there were wills thirty or forty years old, supposed to have been made 

by parties since deceased? There are. 
Are their names endorsed? The names are always endorsed, thus :—received from so 

and so, at such a date, and signed by the depositor and the Registrar. 
have any steps been taken by advertising for them in the public papers? None. 
Do you not think such a course desirable? I suggested it to the Government some 

months ago, but I bad no instructions. 
By the C/jairsnan: With respect to the question as to allowing private search where the 

parties desired, would not that lead to a continued infraction by solicitors—perhaps not in 
much business—to get up cases, and, in fact, a breaking in upon the rule? It might be 

abused. 
Is there anything else you can state, in reference to this branch of your office, not 

adverted to ? I think that I could suggest a new system of registration, which would obviate 
a great many inconveniences of the present system, but it is one that would require 
a complete alteration in the law of property, and it would meet with very great opposition, 
I think, from the lawyers, as it would do away, to a great extent, with their vocation; this 
is the system which was recommended by the Commissioners appointed in Eiigland, composed 
of the most able conveyancers and the most able statesmen. It is very similar to Mr. 
Torrens' system, which comes into operation in South Australia on the first of July; in fact, 
it is so similar that Mr. Torrens might have been accused of plagiarism if his system bad 

not been made public before the other. 
That, perhaps, would take up some time; have you drawn a paper up of the plan? I 

can give you a summary of the recommendations of the Commissioners in England. 
Who is at the head of that Commission? Mr. Walpole; Mr. Lowe was one, Mr. Scully, 

Mr. Evelyn Denison, the present Speaker, and others; and with them were united some of 

the leading conveyancems of the day. 
By Mr. P.ddinqtoo : What was the Committee appointed for? To consider the subject 

of the registration of title, with refercnce to the sale and transfer of land. 

THURSDAY, 
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pvtøtnt :— 
Ma. OWEN, Mu. ALDCORN, 
MR. JONES, MR. HAY. 

ROBERT OWEN, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

Robert Richard Torrens, Esq., called in and examined :- 

By the Chairman: You have, I believe, held the office of Registrar General at Adelaide? B. B. Torrens, 
Yes, for nearly five years.. 

ESI1. 

And you have a full knowledge of the present system of registration carried on there? Yes. 
Will you state what systems have been adopted and are now existing? There are three 10 June, 1858. 

modes of registration ii'i South Austra'ia in force--one, registration by memorial, the second 
by enrolment, and the third by deposit of a duplicate of the deed. 
By enrolment, you mean copies of deeds verified? Yes. The memorial is an abstract 

of the leading points in the deed; and the duty is imposed on the Registrar General of 
ascertaining that all the material facts stated in the deed are contained in the abstract. 
That system has been abandoned? No; it is still existing in South Australia. 
Then, people have the option of adopting that or the other modes you mention? The Act 

is such that, notwithstanding the deposit of the duplicate, or the enrolment, the memorial 
is also required. I may state that the Act is a most defective one. 
By Al)-. flay: The Act at present in force? Yes. It is universally condemned. 
With respect to the second system, that of enrolment, how has that operated? Both 

with regard to memorials and enrolments, the instrument has to be drawn out on parchment 
of a particular size with a margin of a specified width to admit of binding, and thesu are all 
bound up into volumes. The enrolment is brought by the solicitor, who declares to the 
accuracy of it as a copy of the original instrument, and the signatures of the parties have to 
be attested by one of the parties, or by an attesting witness to the original instrument. That 
has been found very cumbrous. 
By the Chaiima,: Is the verification not by affidavit, stating that such names to the 

deed are in the handwriting of the parties? It is by an affidavit; but that may be either 
by the parties themselves acknowledging the correctness of the memorial, or by the clerk of 
the solicitor, or other person who was a witness to the original deed. 
An actual witness to the original deed? Yes. 
With respect to the duplicate, how is that brought in? Exactly in the same way as 

the enrolment. 
Must there be a verification of its correctness? Yes, by the solicitor who prepared the 

deed. 
Is it of necessity on parchment? Yes. 
Of a prescribed size? Of a prescribed size with a margin for binding. 
Has it been at all observed that there has been any defacing or defect by time in the 

writing on the parchment? No. 
Your registers and records are all complete as to that? We have had no complaint. 
You have not observed any disappearance of the writing? No. I would mention that 

some land grants recently have been lithographed instead of printed, and it was discovered 
that, through some part of the process of lithographing not being properly carried out—I 
believe it was because too much grease, or size, or some material, was used—the ink could 
be rubbed out with India rubber with the greatest facility; but that has since been rectified 
by more care in the lithographing. 

With respect to your indexes, what is the system adopted? It is an alphabetical index. 
The name of each of the parties to an instrument in entered in the index. 
The vendor and vendee, for instance? Yes, or trustees: so that the same instrument 

sometimes requires very many entries in the index book—as many as there are parties or 
trustees. 
Is not that found cumbersome? Very cumbersome. 
Do you consider it necessary? No. Originally it was not required that any memo-

randum should be made opposite the name, guiding the party making search as to what the 
nature of the instrument was, or as to what property it affected; so that a person making 
search would have, in fact, to examine every deed he found in the name of that person; 
and sometimes it has entailed a waste of time, amounting to three or four weeks, to examine 
in some names in the books. 
Does that continue, or have yo-a corrected it? I corrected that immediately I took the 

office, by setting up another index, which is, in fact, abstracted from the original one; but 
placing the name of the person once for all in the book, leaving a considerable space under 
that name, and opposite the name placing the reference number of each instrument that was 
registered in that name, with a memorandum describing the nature of the instrument, and 
the property affected thereby. 
Is your index a general one, or divided into districts or counties? A general one. 
Has it ever occurred to you that the index might be improved, and the labor of search 

diminished, by the country being divided into districts? I think it would be increased 
rather than diminished. 
WTill you state why? It will very frequently happen that the same instrument will 

refer to properties in several districts; and in that case the entries would have to be made 
in an index for each of those several districts. 
Is that the only difficulty you see? That is the chief difficulty. But with respect to 

the system of registration by deposit of duplicate, I can see a very great difficulty, for if 
there were a Registry Office for each district—which, I presume, would be contemplated in 

272—B that 
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R. R. Torrens, that case—a question would arise in which registry an instrument should be deposited Esq. 
which referred to properties in a great many districts; as, for instance, in the case of a will 

' devising property in three or four districts, a question would arise where the probate, or 
]O June, 1858. 

duplicate, or original will, should be deposited. 

I do not mean an office for depositing instruments, but an index for shortening search? 
I do not think search would be shortened by it. 

With respect to the difficulty you suggest as to the property being in different counties, 
say three, with an index for each, would it not be practicable to enter the deed in the index 
for each county? Yes, quite practicable; but I cannot see any benefit to be gained thereby, 
because in one general index could be stated the number of the deed, the nature of it., the 
property which it affects, and the county or district in which the property is situated. It 
would be easier to search in one general index than in several, and easier for the office. 
I presume that, in your experience, you have found that the great majority of deeds 

refer only to one property, excepting wills? A considerable majority certainly do. 
Are the searches in the office made by the clerks, or by the public? Searches are made 

by the clerks of professional persons, as a general rule; but any person, upon paying the fee, 
can make a search. 

Then it is a free search to the public, in fact? Yes. 
Not at all restricted to particular persons? No; any person paying the fee can make 

a search. 

What fees are paid on registration ? I have left the office some time, and cannot charge 
my memory with the amounts. I have been two years out of the office; but 1 believe the 
Act can be found in the Library here. If I recollect right, the fee is half-a-crown for 
making a search. 

The charge here is seven shillings on the acknowledgment of a married woman—does 
that bring it to your memory? I cannot charge my memory to st-ate the fees. I think it 
objectionable to allow the clerks of professional men, and the public indiscriminately, to 
search, from the facility afforded to a fraudulent person of tearing out a leaf or making an 
alteration. 

You would, therefore, recommend that searches should be made by properly authorized 
clerks in the office? Yes. 

Have you had any instance of fraudulent attempt? Not in South Australia. I have 
heard of two attempts of the kind having been made in Western Australia. 
Can you stat-c the income of the office from fees at the time you left? I think it was 

about £7,000 a year. It greatly exceeded the cost of the department. 
Do you recollect the cost? No. If I had had notice, I would have brought papers that 

would have shewn it. Reference to papers here will doubtless supply these facts. The 
Estimates of South Australia for last year will shew the cost. I think it was about £3,000. 
39 Does the Registration Office at Adelaide comprise any other records except deeds and 
wills; for instance, births, deaths, and marriages? The two departments have recently been 
separated, under an Act which 1 drafted and carried in the Legislature. 

Was it found inconvenient to embrace the two? There is no connexion whatever 
between the duties of the two, and it was found embarrassing to mingle them. 
Is your registration building distinct from any other house, or fire-proof? No; it is 

attached to the Supreme Court, and is so inconvenient that it is almost impossible to conduct 
the business in it. 

1 believe some change or supposed improvement is proposed to be adopted with regard to 
registration at Adelaide? Yes; an Act has been passed by the Legislature, which comes 
into force on the first of July next. 

Have you a copy of that Act? Yes; I beg to place it on the table. (The witnes8 
handed in the same.) 

By 1k. Jones: What is the title of that Act? " Au Act to simplify the laws relatinq 
" to the transfet. and encumbrance of freehold and other interests in land." It was assented 
to on the 27th January, 1858. 

By the Clcairinan: The system authorised by that Act has not been in operation yet? 
No. 

You cannot form any satisfactory opinion as yet whether it is likely to answer well? I 
have no doubt in my own mind it will. 
It has not been tried ? It has not been tried. 
Will you have the kindness to state, in as short terms as may be convenient to you, the 

outline features of that Act, and how it originated? The Act originated—the idea of it—
from my having previously been Collector of Customs in South Australia, and having been 
connected with the Customs of the Port of London, having the management of the law 
relating to the transfer of property in shipping. When I took the office of Begistrar 
General, and saw the operation of the law relating to the transfer of property in land, it 
struck me that a very great benefit would be obtained by adopting the principles of the law 
relating to the transfer of shipping property for the transfer of property in land. The chief 
features of this Act are, that the act of registration alone should affect or encumber property 
in any way, and that deeds or other instruments in writing should have no effect whatever as 
giving a lien upon land. The next principle is, that vhenever a fee simplif is transferred 
from one person to another, the existing land grant should be surrendered, and a fresh grant 
issued to the purchaser, or other person succeeding to the property; in case of subdivision, 
a grant would be issued to each of the parties who became proprietors of a portion; and in 
case the entire property were not sold, a grant for the balance would be issued to the vendor 
of the property, or person subdividing it. The next feature is, that all titles so registered 
should be absolutely indefeasible, and that persons who might by the operation of the Act, 
be deprived of any inheritance or other right in the land, should receive compensation to the 
extent of the value of the property of which they were deprived. A small per centage is 

levied 
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levied on all pr6perties brought under the Act, in order to constitute .a compens ition fund for R. R. Torrcri, 

such purpose; and, in the event of that compensation fund failing, the balance is proposed to 
be made good out of the general revenues. The object is to avoid a very great hardship 
which at present exists, namely, that a bonafide purchaser of land for valuable consideration, 10 June, IbOS. 

if the title is subsequently found to be defective, loses SiOt only the land for which he has 
paid, but all the improvements he has put upon it; perhaps exceeding very much indeed the 
original value of the land. Many cases of that kind have occurred in South Australia. 

How are these titles investigated? It is proposed that all lands granted after the day 
appointed for the Act to come into force shall be absolutely under the Act; and that with 
regard to all lands granted prior to that date it shall be optional with phe proprietors to 
bring them under its operation, or not. The process is this: a Board of Couitnissioners are 
appointed, who are not to be legal men—tue Registrar General to be Chairman—aided by 
the advice of two solicitors, who would report to them on each application. The party 
making application to have his property brought under the Act would be required to deposit 
with the solicitrs of the Board his title deeds, together with an abstract of his title, to the 
correctness of which declaration should be made. Upon investigation of this title, if found a 
good one, or found defective, a certain advertisement, varying according to the nature of the 
case—that i, its to whether the title was more or less complicated—would be required to be 
inserted, in all cases, in the South Australian Unve)nn?ent Uozdte, and in at least one news- 
paper; and complicated titles, for the protection of parties, would require to be likewise 
advertised in the Gazette.i of the Australian Colonies, and also in the London Gazette. A 
time would then be appointed by the Commissioners within which it would be lawful for 
persons to lodge a caveat, forbidding to bring the property under the operation of the Act. 
The parties lodging the coveat would be hound to take proceedings to prosecute their claim 
within three months, and the case would he tried in the Supreme Court, and directions 
given to the Registrar General which he would be hound to obey. 

Can you state how many deeds, upon the average, came into the Regstratiou Office at 
Adelaide at the time you were at the head of it? I think there were about eighty thousand 
deeds. 

In what period ? From the time of the foundation of the Registration Office—some six-
teen years ago. 

What is the weekly or monthly average ? It is very irregular. During the period of 
excitement following the gold discovery sales of land were very numerous, and deeds came in, 
in great numbers. In periods of distress and panic there are more mortgages to record. The 
amount of business is very irregular indeed; but, speaking from memory, I should say the 
number of deeds might average seven thousand a year. 
Would not the investigation of these require a vast amount of labor ? Very much less 

labor than the present system. When the properties were brought under the Act the inves- 
tigation would be once for all. At present that investigation takes place every time the 
property is dealt with. For instance, if a person purchases a property to-day, an abstract of 
the title is made out by a professional gentleman, and it has to be examined by the pro- 
fessional adviser of the purchaser. If that purchaser, next week, should require to mortgage 
the property, the solicitor of the mortgagee will require an abstract, which is furnished at 
very considerable expense, and the same investigation has to be gone through ; and again, if 
the property is sold. The same expense and labor has to be gone through every time. I 
have known many instances in which, within a year or two, the hegal expenses of transfer 
have exceeded the value of the property. 
That amount of labor is shared in by a large number of persons ? Yes; but under the 

proposed system the labor would be gone through once and once only ; for, after the land was 
brought under the Act, retrospective investigation of the title would be out oft and made 
unnecessary, for each holder of the fee simple would hold direct from the Crown, and his 
title would be indekasible, so that a purchaser need not go beyond the land grant. It is a 
necessary part of the system that every person holding the fee simple has a land grant; and 
the duplicate of that land grant is bound up in the Registry Book. Every mortgage, or lease, 
or other transaction affecting that particular property has to be registered, and a memorandum 
stating the fact that it has been registered is endorsed on the land grant in possession of the 
proprietor, and is also endorsed in the Registry Book under the entry of the land grant, so 
that any person dcsiriiig to lend money on property, or to lease or purchase it, sees at a 
glance everything that can affect the property, without the intervention of a solicitor to 
advise him at all. That which does not appear upon the Registry and upon the face of. the 
grant is held not to exist as affecting the property. 
Then, supposing this operation takes place this year, and two or three years elapse in 

which various changes are made, trusts created, devises under wills, and so on, in what way 
is it again brought up to the point of the grant? The person holding the fee simple can 
always sell his interest in the property, subject to the encumbrances that are registered 
against it. Any person purchasing purchases subject to all mortgages, settlements, or encum-
brances otherwise incurred. 

BY Mr. Jones: Which are noted in the Registration Book? Yes. 
But the property is quite free from encumbrances that are not registered ? Yes; but 

any person can sell his interest, subject to all those limitations which depend on his 
interest. 

And his interest depends simply on the registgation? Yes. A person may have 
some jointure or annuity secured upon his property; and all such transactions would be made 
valid by an entry notifying the same in the Registry Book, and also on the land grant. The 
land grant is to represent exactly, in fact, a ship's register of the old form, on the back of 
which used to be endorsed all transfers of less than half the property of. the ship, and all 
mortgages affecting the ship; and unless they were entered in that way, and signed by a 
Collector of Customs, they were not valid. It is not a new experiment; it is a system I 

myself 
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RU. Torrens, myself carried out for years in respect of shipping; and it has been in operation for six hun- 
Esq. dred years in Hamburg, as to real property. 

By the Chaiiman: Is it not the mode you mention, as to the encumbrance or transfer of 
O June, 1858. shipping, of a comparatively simple kind, because it affects personal property? I conceive 

that the complication existing with, regard to the title in landed property is not an essen-
tial characteristic of landed property, so much as it is a fictitious affair created by the English 
law of real property, which differs from that of every other country in the world, and is 
much more complicated. I consider all these matters to be the creatures of mistaken legisla- 
tion—that we have made these complications and can unmake them. 

By Mr. Hay: There is one cause of complication, the indefinite subdivision which may 
take place in land, which cannot take place in a ship? So far from that adding to the 
difficulty of dealing with land, I think the difficulties are on the side of the ship in that 
particular, because you cannot cut off a part of a ship and deliver it over to any person, nor 
can you give him the same kind of right over thd forecastle of a ship that you can give him 
over the eighth of an acre of land; you can allow a person to do what he pleases with the 
eighth of acre of land, but you cannot do so with a portion of a ship. So far as any difficulties 
exist in the nature of the two things, the difficulties are greater with regard to shipping. 
Does it not strike you that there may be greater difficulty in the identification of the 

particular portions of land into which an estate may be subdivided? No greater difficulty 
under the new Act than exists at present. That difficulty, so far as it lies, exists now. 
The solicitor employed in conveying a portion of an estate must depend upon the accuracy of 
the surveyor's measurement at present. The Act does not alter that in any way; but it 
proposes that the Registrar General should have power to demand of every person subdividing 
land to deposit in the Registration Office a map on a certain scale—sufficiently large to 
admit of accurate delineation—the accuracy of which is required to be sworn to; and 
purchaser and vendor are alike bound by that map. 
By Mr. Jones: The new plan rather diminishes the chances of complication? It 

diminishes the chances of complication, inasmuch as the holder of each portion holds his 
portion direct from the Crown, and has nothing to do with other matters that might affect 
the title of the party originally holding the land. 
WThiIe, under the existing system, he may derive his title from a dozen, or twenty, or 

more deeds, in each of which may be errors of description? Yes; each time the property is 
dealt with by sale or mortgage a fresh link is added to the chain of title; so that every 
transaction increases the cost of the next by another investigation. 
And to a certain extent increases the liability to error? Certainly. 
By Mr. Hay: Seeing that the State becomes guarantee for the correctness of all these 

titles, it will be requisite there should be some machinery for insuring their accuracy—what 
security do you propose to give the public in that respect? It is proposed in this Act 
that, with regard to all grants issued after it comes into operation, the original description 
should never be departed from. It is a defect I have observed in South Australia, that 
descriptions will vary in deeds intended to affect the same property. One description will 
not quite accord with another. 
By the Chairman: Arising from errors? One description may be more minute than 

another. It is proposed that in making out the grants the descriptions should be given as 
correctly as possible. No doubt there is a difficulty with regard to the descriptions, but it 
is a difficulty which exists now. It is not an objection to an Act improving existing evils 
in many respects if there be one difficulty which it cannot get over. Surveyors and others 
may make errors in these matters. We must go on the principle caveat emptor, with regard 

to them. 
67 By Mr. Hay: But here it is the State that must beware, because the State guarantees 
the title? I do not see that mistake is at all likely to arise with ordinary care. 
Do you propose that there should be any intervention of officers of,the Survey Depart-

ment, or any security for the proficiency of the surveyors employed to prepare these maps? 
No. Each person will be allowed to employ his own surveyor to prepare, his map, and he is 
bound to make a declaration to the accuracy of it, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 
The owner or the surveyor? Either, as the Registrar General may require, or both. 

In practically working the thing out, it is not likely such a case could be made out as would 
involve any loss to the public. I conceive that the losses the public would have to make 
good, failing the party wrongfully in possession, would arise more frequently in eases of 
disputed heirship; for instance, in a case of supposed intestacy, a person inheriting as heir-
at-law, and a will being afterwards found giving the property to another. It is more in cases 
of that kind that the insurance fund I have mentioned would be drawn upon. 
By the Chairman: Then, if there be any errors, accidental or intentional, with regard to 

the surveys or the title, the public may become answerable to a large amount? It is not 
probable that the public would become answerable, for it is believed the insurance fund will 
be sufficient to meet all claims. It is-proposed that, in the first instance, the remedy should 
be sought from the person who receives the benefit of the error; that is to say, if a person 
inheriting as heir-at-law, a will being afterwards found, or a person who through some 
mistake in a conveyance, or other conceivable way, is in possession of property belonging to 
another, that person would be proceeded against, in the first instance, to recover the amount 
of the value of the land which he was thus wrongfully in possession of. 
Proceedings would be taken against the party committing the fraud? Fraud and error 

are treated separately. First of all, in case of error, the rightful heir will have to obtain a 
decision of the Supreme Court recognizing him as such. A jury. will then be impannelled 
to assess the value of the property at the time the rightful heir was dispossessed. He would 
then be entitled to recover from the person wrongfully in possession; failing recovery from 
him, then from the insurance fund; and failing that, then from the general revenue. It is 
presumed, however, that such a case as the last will not occur. It will be left optional with 

the 
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the person wrongfully in possession to give up the property, instead of paying down the B. B. Torrens, 
money assessed as the value of the property at the time the rightful heir was dispossessed. Escj. 
I would illustrate this point, by a case which came under my own cognizance. A Mr. B—
was possessed of some acres of land in the City of Adelaide; having gone to India, he there 10 Juiie, 1858. 
became insolvent; the Insolvency Court of India gave a decree sequestrating this property 
for the benefit of B----'s creditors; the property was sold under this decree to two different 
purchasers; and buildings to the amount of some £15,000 or £20,000 were erected on it, the 
value of the land itself not being more than £500 or £600. Mr. B—'s son claimed the 
property on the ground that the Insolvency Court in India had no jurisdiction over lands in 
Australia; and he therefore claimed all the buildings and all the property. Other cases of 
the same kind have arisen, and it appears contrary to justice and common sense that persons 
in such a position as the younger B-- then was should receive all this large amount of 
capital expended on the property by bonafide purchasers. With this view, it is proposed to 
limit the amount recoverable to the value of the land at the time the error arose. 
72 has the system you have described been at all in operation in any country ? In Ham-
burg almost the same system has been in operation for six hundred years. The principles 
are the same. And there law suits regarding real property are almost unknown. I have 
the assurance of a gentleman of large experience in dealing with property there that there 
was only one law suit in fifty years, and that the cost of a conveyance is only seven shillings 
and sixpenee. 

By ill,-. Jones: To what do you attribute the infrequency of law suits? To the impos-
sibility of fraud under this system of registration. I depart from the Hamburg system, .by 
giving each person a duplicate of the land grant. In Hamburg the parties have to attend 
at the registration office, and one acknowleges that he sells and the other that he purchases. 
The name of the person who purchases is then entered in the book as the proprietor. All 
these difficulties, law suits, and expenses arise from deeds. If there were no deeds we would 
have none of these law suits. Doing away with deeds, we do away with that which has 
given rise to all the complication. 

By the C'Jiaiiman: Is it proposed in establishing this system to prevent persons from 
creating trusts? No; a form of bill of trust is given in the Act, which there is full liberty 
to vary and add to, according to the circumstances of the- case The bill of trust will be 
registered in the same way that I have described with regard to a mortgage. Notice of it 
will thus bQ given. 

And in like manner trusts, contingencies, and remainders created by wills? Yes. The 
wills will have to be proved in the manner at present in force in the Colony, that is, by the 
production of the will, or the probate of it; and the particulars will be entered in the 
Registry Book. A person inheriting the fee simple will have to make a declaration, and 
satisfy the Registrar General as to his title; and on that being done, he would receive, on 
demanding it, a grant in his own name, in order to enable him to sell. It is not proposed to 
interfere in any way with the law of inheritance or descent, or with the law which regulates 
the transmission of property through Insolvency Courts, except in so far as will enable the 
Registrar General to enter the names of parties receiving, through inheritance, decree of 
Insolvency Courts, tharriage settlement, or otherwise. 

Are you aware of any publication in which the Hamburg system is described or 
illustrated? There is a little work, published in South Australia by a German lawyer, 
which gives an outline of the Hamburg system. I think it is entitled, " The Voice of 
11  Reason and History, applied to the English law of Real Property," or some title of that 
kind. 

Could you suggest by what channel we could get that publication? I will send a copy 
of it myself to the Committee. I would state that, with regard to mortgaging, a totally 
new system is proposed in this Act. Instead of the fee simple passing to the mortgagee as 
at present, involving all the difficulties and incumbrances of the titTh, and the difficulties of 
release, it is proposed that the fee simple should still remain in the mortgagor, but that he 
should draw up a bill of mortgage, a form of which is attached as a Schedule to the Act, 
setting forth that further to secure a loan, specifying the amount, &c., he pledges the pro-
perty described; and setting forth also the conditions of the mortgage, the rate of interest, 
the dates at which it is to be paid, the date at which the principal is to he repaid, and any 
other covenants that may he desired between the parties. If failure be made in any of these 
covenants, the mortgagee is required to give notice to the mortgagor, calling upon him to 
remedy the default; and after the lapse of three months from the service of such notice the 
mortgagor is entitled to sell the property. The Registrar General is directed to give effect 
to such sale in the same manner as if it had been made by the mortgagor instead of the 
mortgagee. 

In the same way as if he had possessed the fee simple? Yes; but no transfer of the 
fee simple takes place, unless the mortgagor fails in the fulfilment of the covenants set forth 
in the mortgage. It is also provided that in case the mortgagee is absent, without the 
jurisdiction, at the date appointed for repayment of the principal sum borrowed, the 
mortgagor can pay the money into the hands of the Registrar General, who will cancel the 
mortgage upon receipt of the money. The object is to prevent the great loss and inconve-
nience which have been experienced, in South Aust-raha at all events, by mortgagees 
absenting themselves from the Colony, and not leaving any person to grant a release. The 
titles to properties have thus been left in a defective state for a considerable period. It also 
obviates any inconvenience that might arise through the death of the mortgagee, and the 
circumstance of his representatives being minors. The Register Book is thus the foundation 
of the whole system. Each instrument that is outstanding will have on it a reference to the 
volume and folio of the Register Book in which the particulars of that instrument are 
registered; so that the index—which has been the great objection hitherto to registration, 
and the great difficulty—is altogether done away with, for every instrument is its own index. 
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1,R.Torreos It might be considered by some persons desirable to keep up an index under names, with a 
view to ascertain what property belonged to a party dying intestate, or to a fraudulent 

'\ insolvent desiring to conceal his property, or for other purpoies. Some persons, however, 
10JqAe, 1868. wish that perfect secresy should be observed with regard to people's possessions in land, and 

object to registration on the ground that such secresy is thereby diminished. Under the system 
proposed in this Act, unless an index utider names is also set up, there would be complete secresy, 
for no one not in possession of some instrument affecting property would be in a position to find 
out the history of that pr.perty, as he conld not give to the Registrar General the number and 
folio of the Register. I think I have now described the principal features of the Act. I would 
beg to add to the evidence I have given, that a Report was laid on the Table of the House of 
Commons on the 15th May, 1857, which was drawn up by a Commission of the most eminent 
conveyaneers in England, and that report recommends identically what is carried out in this 
Act. Almost every provision of this Act is put forward as a recommendation of that Report. 
I beg to hand in a copy to the Committee. (The witness handed in the same.) The only 

way I can account for the extraordinary identity is that we both refer to the same source—
the Shipping Act. The names of the members of the Commission are here set forth 
Horatio \\Talpole, •Napier, Cockburn, the Attorney General, Bethcll, the Solicitor General, 
Headlam, Scully, Lowe, well known in this Legislature, Lewis, a barrister, Drummond, 
Evelyn Denison, Wilson, and Cookson. Wilson, I tbink, is an attorney, and Cookson is a 
very eminent conveyancer. I regret to say the evidence taken by this Commission, which is 
of very great value indeed, is not annexed to this copy of the Report. It was not deemed by 
the Legislature of New Zealand, under whose order this reprint was executed, expedient to 
go to the expense of printing all the voluminous evidence. 
Will you be kind enough to describe the New Zealand system, so far as you .are 

acquainted with it? The valuable portion of the New Zealand system of registration, 
according to my judgment, consists in the index. A book, called the Title Page Book, is 
opened, and at the head of each page is placed a brief memorandum of the land grant, or 
other root of title, and at the foot a diagram of the property to which the grant or other 
instrument refers. On the same page are entered the numbers which refer to all instruments 
connected with that property. Thus every instrument brought to be registered is numbered, 
the numbers running consecutively; and there is a numerical index in addition to this Title 
Page Book. By referring to the number in the numerical index a reference will be found 
to the volume and folio of the Title Page Book, on which are set forth the siunibers of all 
instruments registered affecting that particular property. By means of these numbers the 
instrument can be got at, and search can be made with greater expedition than in any 
other way with which I am acquainted; at least so far as ascertaining what instru- 
nents have been registered affecting the property. It would not, of course, do away 
with the necessity of examining these instruments to see that they are correctly drawn and 
do what they profess to do, nor with the necessity of inquiring into questions of heirship, 
inheritance, &c., which might affect the title. It is part of the practice in New Zealand, 
but one which I do not approve of, to copy the instruments brought to be registered into 
books. I object to it, because it throws a responsibility on the Registrar General and his 
clerks, which I think should rather be borne by the professional men who draw up the 
instruments, and because it makes the registration so costly and cumbrous to the public. 
The instruments in New Zealand are drawn on much shorter forms than either in England 
or any of the Colonies with which I am acquainted. There has been an Act passed in New 
Zealand to simplify conveyancing, and to establish those forms to which I refer. 
Is that Act in operation now? It has been in operation for some time. 
Are you aware whether it has been found difficult to carry it out? No. Mr. Whittaker, 

the Solicitor General, has told me it works exceedingly well. One feature of it is embodied 
in the Act which has been passed by the South Australian Legislature, namely, that of 
ceasing to transfer the fee simple to mortgagees. That part of the English law has been 
abolished in New Zealand; and that is one of the recommendations of the report of the 
Commission I have referred to in England. 
Be,' 2Tr. Jones: What were the difficulties which arose from the junction of the two 

branches of registration in South Australia—that of deeds affecting property, and that of 
births, deaths, and marriages? There was no difficulty; it was found convenient to divide 
them. The officers who were registering births, marriages, and deaths, were employed 
exclusively in that way. It was found better that they should be so, because they became 
more conversant with the business. One set of clerks were employed on the deeds, and 
another on the births, marriages, and deaths. I had to draw up a new system for registering 
births, deaths, and marriages; the existing one being found defective: If the Committee 
wish, 1 will describe the system now in operation :—The country was divided into districts, 
for the pur.pose of registering births, deaths, and marriages. In each district a Deputy 
Registrar was appointed, and there was a central office in Adelaide. No ministers of religion 
are paid by the State in South Australia; and in several sects the ministers were quite 
uneducated, and incompetent to perform the functions that are in England exacted from the 
clergymen of the Church of England. The consequence was, that there was the utmost 
irregularity in registering marriages.A form of marriage certificate was required by law, 
which has to be drawn up in duplicate, setting forth the names of the parties, their description, 
and residences, and the description and residences of the parents of the parties. These are 
signed by the parties witnessing the marriage, and by the clergyman. One of these certificates 
the minister of religion is bound to forward by the next post to the Registrar General; the 
other he is bound to forward to the Deputy Registrar of the district in which the marriage 
is performed. The parents of any child born, or the person in whose house the birth takes 
place, are bound to give notice of the same, in a particular form, to the District Registrar, 
who sends a duplicate of that form, signed by the parties, to the Registrar General. With 
regard to deaths, the person in whose house a death occurs, the coroner, or other person 
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cognizant of a death, is bound to give notice of such death to the District Registrar, ançl R. B. Torrens, 
also to the Registrar General. These certificates, bearing the original signatures of the Esq. 

parties married, or of the parties certifying a birth or death, are bound up, both in the 
District and General Registration Offices, as permanent records of the transactions; and 10 June, 1858. 
they constitute thus the best legal evidence, for they are all origirtal documents. It was 
found expedient in this Act to depart from the previous system, which was, that baptisms 
and burials were registered as in England, whereas we now register births and deaths. 
Do you see any inconvenience that is likely to arise from the two branches being con-

ducted in the same establishment? None at all from their being conducted under the same 
head; but for despatch of business, regularity, and order, the clerks who attend to one 
should be separate from those who attend to the other. There is no necessary connection 
between the two. 
The clerks should attend to their own branches exclusively? That is the idea. In 

fact, in South Australia, in the distribution of the patronage of the Government depart-
ments, the superintendence of the registration of deeds is placed under the Attorney 
General; but the registration of births, deaths, and marriages, with which is also combined 
the preparation of statistics, is placed under the Chief Secretary—one being a legal 
matter, and the other having nothing to do with the law. I would add, that the system I 
have described was sent home in consequence of a despatch—I think from the Duke of 
Newcastle; and it was there examined and reported on by the Registrar General of England, 
who expressed approbation of it as the best he had seen; and it has now been giving satis-
faction in South Australia for some years. 
By the Chairman: You are aware that the two branches of registration are carried 

on in one building here? Yes. 
Are you aware of any objection to that, except as far as you have stated? No; I cannot 

see any objection whatever to that. It will be advisable, merely for official convenience, and 
to prevent interruption, that they should be in separate rooms. 
For purposes of management and control, the business of both can be carried on quite as 

well as if they were in two distinct buildings? Quite as wl. 
Have you anything to add? Nothing occurs to me at present. 

William Henry Archer, Esq., Assistant Registrar General of Victoria, called in 
and examined 

By the Chairman: You have bad some ezperience of the subject referred to this Corn. W. H. Archer, 
mittee? Yes, for about five years in Victoria. I founded the Registrar General's Department Esq. 
there. Originally it was contemplated merely to attach to it births, deaths, marriages, and 
statistics. It was early in February, 1853, that the then Colonial Secretary handed me the 10 June, 1858. 
Act that had been passed, and which was to come into operation in about six weeks from 
that time. I found that no measures had been taken to carry it into effect, and it was 
necessary for me to arrange the whole system, to get all the documents printed, and to put 
the machinery in motion. The first thing that struck me was the great defect existing in 
the very schedules appended to the Act- 
The Registration of Deeds Act? No; the Act for the Registration of Births, Deaths, 

and Miarriages. I thereupon drew up new schedules, containing in them certain columns 
which had been recommended by a Committee of the Statistical Society in London, composed 
of the first statists of the day. (among whom was my old master, F. G. P. Neison,) for a 
Registration Act intended to be passed for Scotland. These schedules were submitted to, 
and received the approval of, the Executive Council of the day. They contained all that 
was asked in the Act passed by the Legislature of Victoria; and the additional columns 
were allowed to be printed, to see whether the experiment would prove successful. It has 
been tried now upwards of five years, and it has been eminently successful. 
Does it in any way differ from the system adopted in this Colony? It differs very much 

in some points. 

Is theie any publication which shows that? The Statistical Register of Victoria, a 
volume edited by me, and published by authority in Victoria about three or four years ago, 
contains a complete description of the machinery of the Registrar General's Department. It 
contains especially the schedules of which I speak; and the additions which I made are 
printed therein in Italics. 

Is that publication to be obtained from the Government of Victoria? Yes; the Colonial 
Secretary here sent a few days ago to the Government of Victoria, and he told me this 
morning he had received several copies.immediately. 
Is the registration of births, deaths, and marriages carried on in the same building as the 

registration of deeds? Yes; but it differs from the practice pursued by the Registrar 
General of New South Wales in one very important particular. The Registrar General here 
is by the Act constituted Registrar for Sydney; hence he has, by one of his officers, to receive 
the information in cases of birth and death, which with us is deputed to a District Registrar, 
apart from the chief office altogether, who has an office situated in a different part of the City 
of Melbourne. 

7: A District Registrar for Melbourne? Yes. It is inconvenient, I conceive, to have the 
registration by means of informants in the same building where the Registrar General carries 
on his duties. In the first place the officer who acts for him cannot be considered in any 
shape a clerk, inasmuch as he has strictly to attend to the public, who daily call there The 
room that officer occupies is so much taken away from the Registrar General, and the amount 
of salary paid to that officer swells the estimates of the staff, though the Registrar General 
receives no benefit in the shape of clerical sevices. Then, again, there is another clerk who 
has to do entirely different duties in the same room where men and women are constantly 

coming 
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W. F. Aicl1er coming to give information; and, as you may naturally suppose, it must be embarrassing toa 
1 person to be listening to the details there necesiarily given while be has to perform quite 
'-' other functicns. - 

10 Ju!03, 18i8. 8. Then, yuu think a great improvement might be effected by subdividing? I would have 
an entirely separate District Registrar, or, perhaps, registrars in convenient positions in the 
City of Sydney and the suburbs, and I would pay them by fee, not by fixed salary: paying 
them by fee would be an incentive to exertion. 
W'hit are the fees paid in Melbourne? We pay half-a•crowu an entry—you pay three 

shillings. 
And for searches? Searches are half-a-crown with us, and five shillings for a certificate 

—seven shillings and sixpence for botli. 
ii. By Mr. Hnj: You have only one District Registrar in Melbourne? At present. 

Do you think there ought to be more? Sooner or later the City will have to be sub-
divided. It seems to me however that Sydney in its local features is so very different to 
Melbourne that it needs division sooner, inasmuch as you have a number of straggling 
localities, such as Balmain, Pyrmont, \Vooloomooloo, &e , and it therefore seems to me that 
it must be very inconvenient, and many registrations must be lost in consequence of parties 
hiving to come in from those distant parts to a central office in Sydney. 

Does the District Registrar for Melbourne act for the suburbs also? In some instances 
persons come; but we generally discourage it, being desirous to keep each Registrar to his own 
district—an fact that is the law; but, rather than lcse the registration, we wink at the 
occasional reception of extra eases. 

Is there a District Registrar for St. Kilda? Yes; and also District Registrars for 
Collingwood, Prabran, Brighton, Sandridge, Emerald Hill, &c.—in fact we multiply them 
as much as possible. 

Then the District Registrar for Melbourne has only to do with the city district, which 
is-only a part of the city in reality? Yes, quite so. 

By Mr. •Jones: As I understand, your chief recommendation is that a District Registrar 
or District Registrars should be ppcinted for Sydney, in order that the subordinate business 
of registration should be carried on by persons in no way connected with the general staff? 
Yes; and who should be paid by fees. The officer doing the duty in the Registrar teneral'8 
Office can have no possible inducement to hunt up eases of birth and death that may now 
be escaping. 

He gets his salary whether lie registers few or many? Quite so. 
By the Chairman : With respect to the registration of deeds, what is the system now 

adopted in Melbourne ? The registration of deeds was brought under the charge of the 
Registrar General at the commencement of this year only. The system which obtains now 
is the same as that which has obtained ever since the Colony has been in existence. In fact, 
in all its features it is identical, as far as I have seen, with that which exists in New South 
Wales; with this exception, that we get the memorials only of deeds, 'whereas you have 
copies of the deeds themselves, with the signature of one of the parties. 

You are not aware that we have no memorial hero now, excepting in cattle mortgages? 
I was not aware of that. There is an especial difficulty, as it appears to me, with regard to 
receiving the verified copy of the deed here. The clerk has to wade through very frequently 
several sheets of closely written matter in order to abstract the particulars he requires to 
register; that is, not only the names of the parties, but a description of the property. I 
find that in some instances there are ten or a dozen sheets to go through. This must entail 
a large amount of clerical labor, which would not be necessary if there were a simple 
abstract always furnished with the copy, showing precisely those particulars that ought to be 
fully registered for convenient public reference. 

Are you aware, or not, that this is very rapidly done by the clerks? They do not index 
so fast as we do in Victoria 

By 1Th. Joius: Which you attribute to the want of this abstract? To the w&nt of 
some short abstract of the particulars to be indexed. And it also appears to me that you 
throw a responsibility on the officer so examining for the purpose of indexing that it as possibly 
not judicious to put upon him. In South Australia they have the three forms of registra-
tion—memorial, enrolment, and a copy of the deed. 
22 By the Cko.i,-rnan: At the option of the party? .[ am not sure whether it is optional. 

By Mr. Hay: You have only one? We have only one—the memorial. 
Do you consider that a good system? I think that, under the present system of 

registration, it is perhaps as good a system as can be devised, inasmuch as it throws the 
responsibility upon the parties negotiating the transaction. But, practically, I think, from 
what I have observed in Victoria, the memorials are.vcry loosely drawnup; and they are, 
therefore, anything but satisfactory, looking at them in the light of the public interest. 

By Mr. Jones : They are not in that respect so satisfactory as copIes of the title deeds? 
By no means so satisfactory, in the absence of correctness. 

By the Chuirnaan: Are your memorials and other records of that kind on parchment? 

On parchment of a certain prescribed size 
Have you found any defect with regard to the writing disappearing? In some instances 

the ink, I believe, has faded. 
Not to any great extent? In some few instances, I believe, it has materially faded. 

By Air. Jones: So as to be scarcely legible? Yes. 
By the Chairman: Has any remedy been suggested or tied? Nne whatever. 
By Mr. hay: Is the place of deposit dry—free from damp? Yes. On the registration 

of deeds being transferred to the Registrar General, at the beginning of the year, I was deputed 
to see that a large stone room, 41 feet long by 21 feet in width, was erected or made available 
for the reception of the deeds and other documents; and the existing premises were so altered 
as to be rendered tolerably secure from fire, and thoroughly so from vermin. I proposed that 

all 
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all round the floors and up the skirting iron sheets should be placed, which was, done. W. H. Archer, 
We have also placed in the receptacles for the various books and documents zinc partitions, so Esq. 
that rats cannot get to the interior. Then, with regard to the public when searching, there 
is a- long desk, reaching almost from one end of the apartment to the other, and at each 10 June, 1858. 
end of this is a clerk who is able to look down either side to see that the parties 
searching treat the books properly, and make no improper use of them. I found that 
the practice previously adopted in searching was to allow the searchers, who are generally 
the agents of professional men, to have pens and ink. I proposed that this should be done 
away with, and pencils only allowed; and this having met with the approval of the Registrar 
General, the suggestion was carried into effect. Instances had occurred where there had 
been ill treatment of the indexes, by blotting. 
32.. By the Chairman..- From carelessness? From carelessness on the part of the searchers. 
33 Has there been any instance of fraud? I think on one occasion one document was 
abstracted some years ago, prior to that branch coming under the charge of the Registrar 
General ; but I think such a thing is almost impossible now. 
Do you think, as a principle, it is desirable to allow the public to meddle with the 

books? I think I should he disinclined to trust an ordinary Government clerk where 
property of mine was concerned. Of course you might have officers of such character and 
responsibility as to do away with that objection to a very great extent; but I really think 
people generally would like to have the right of search for themselves, either by themselves 
or through their professional agents. 
You think that might be made compatible with the safety of the records? Decidedly. 

I think we are perfectly secure as we now stand. 
By Mr. hay: Do you think it might be made optional with the public to have the 

search made by themselves or their agents, or by the clerks of the office? Yes; that would 
meet the difficulty. 
Do you not think searches could be made more economically by clerks appointed for the 

purpose? Yes, clerks acquainted with the matter would be able to do it more quickly. 
There is a great difference in the expedition of the various searchers; it varies in the ratio 
of their experience and natural quickness. 
By the Ghairman.: You have only one general index in Victoria? One index for all 

]ands in the Colony. 
By Mr. Jones: For all deeds? Yes. The Registrar General's is the central office. 

There are no district offices. 
BY Mr. Hay: The index is not divided in any way? Not by districts, but by periods 

of time. 
Is your index in a satisfactory state? It is anything but satisfactory. 
By the Chairman: Cculd you suggest an improvement? In order not to deal hastily 

with the matter, the Registrar General of Victoria intimated to the legal profession that he 
was desirous to render the indexes more ready of reference, and invited suggestions for their 
improvement. Certain gentlemen accordingly made propositions to the Registrar General, 
which he placed in the Searching Room, for other parties to read and to note upon. And 
the different opinions expressed by the various lawyers and lawyers' clerks impress me with 
the notion that it is impossible, or next to impossible, to come to a satisfactory result so as 
to please all parties. 
What occurs to your mind as the proper course? Under the present arrangements, I 

should propose that a general index, extending over the whole past period of registration, 
should be made. That would be a decided advantage to the public, inasmuch as they would 
not have to wade through so many,  books as they now have. We have something like eighty 
or ninety volumes to look through. Certain names, of course, are distriduted through nearly 
all of them, the properties are frequently very indifferently described, and beyond that, I 
find that the descriptions in the indexes have never been examined with the memorials whence 
those indexes were made; so that searching may prove a most unsatisfactory process in very 
many instances after all. 
Are the indexes on parchment? No; they were formerly made on paper. We are now 

having them done on parchment. 
By Mr. Hay: I think you misapprehended one question I put, with reference to the 

fading of the ink, as to whether the place of deposit of deeds was dry. I alluded to the 
place where these deeds have been deposited for the last sixteen years?. I do not think 
there was any damp. 
You do not think it could be attributed to that? No. It strikes me that modern ink, 

so far as I have been able to compare it with ink anciently used, is decidedly inferior. Ink 
is now a chemical coin pound, in ancient days it was a mechanical mixture. I have seen 
manuscripts many centuries old in which the ink is fresher than the best ink used in 
modern times. Formerly they used powdered charcoal mixed with some mucilaginous 
material, and this made a kind of paint, which experience shows it is almost impossible to 
deface. In fact, there is a description of manuscript, called the palimpsest,. the peculiarity 
of which is that the original writing is attempted to be defaced in order to insert other 
writing upon it; and there have been instances of manuscripts where three writings have 
been made on the parchment, and yet the original has been recovered. So that I think 
the use of good ink upon good parchment is the 'surest means of preservation. The ink 
that we use in modern days is made chiefly of sulphate of iron and galls; and that yellow 
color which we get from the faded ink is from the vegetable matter being too decayed, 
and a peroxide of iron left. Then, again, with regard to the paper: often in the bleaching 
they use an excessive amount of chlorine, and that has a tendency, it is asserted by some 
chemists, to destroy the permanency of the ink. 
By the C'hairman: Do you think it possible that any legal control could be obtained by 
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W. H. Archer, the Register General's Office as to the ink? If all the documents were prepared under the 
Esq. Registrar General's supervision, undoubtedly it could; but I do not see how you could insist 

upon the public using any particular description of ink, or how you could test it if you 
10 June, 1858. proposed to insist upon it. 

As to parchment, do you think such a quality of parchment could be obtained as would 
be a guarantee of permanency ? We ought to be able to get it. I think vellum, which is 
the skin of very young calves, is perhaps the best. 
That would be more expensive? Yes. 
By Mr. Jones: Do you know the difference in the prices of vellum and parchment of 

the same size? I do not; in fact, it would not be safe to take Colonial prices. I would 
recommend that the articles should be got from home, and that we should be guided very 
much by the practice of the more important offices of record at home. Of late years much 
attention has been paid to the relative merits of the materials used for registration purposes; 
and I should say that by the Government here putting itself in communication with the 
Government at home, you would get the result of their experience. 

By the Chairman : Are you aware that searches in some registration offices are confined 
to the officers of the establishment? I am not aware that they are so confined. I believe that 
in the General Registry Office in Edinburgh there are officers for searching, but whether it 
is compulsory to employ them, or not, I cannot say. 
I think you were in the room when Mr. Torrens was describing the system about to be 

established in Adelaide? Yes. 
Have you at all considered that system? I have. For some years past I have very 

frequently thought over the whole subject in connection with the law of real property in 
Great Britain, and having become aware of the nature of the laws obtaining in certain 
countries on the Continent, on making comparisons between them I came to the conclusion 
that it would be highly desirable that we should assimilate our mode of transfer of land to that 
which exists in certain parts of Europe. So long as five years ago I made the suggestion to 
Mr. La Trobe. I have also spoken about it on several occasions since, and within the last few 
months to the late Chief Secretary of Victoria; and I was very delighted to find on meeting 
with Mr. Torrens that not only had he in his own mind come to a similar conclusion, but that 
he had (which I was not before aware of) carried it into effect in South Australia, inasmuch 
as he has succeeded, as a Member of Parliament, in passing an Act which will come into 
operation on the first of July next in South Australia. 
Do I understand that you agree with the principles of that Act? I most cordially con-

cur in them. I think the tendency of all thoughtful men upon the subject, especially at 
home, would lead one to consider that the change is desirable.. For twenty or thirty years 
past the subject has engaged the attention of the great legal reformers at home. Several 
reports have been issued from time to time bearing on the matter; and a very recent one 
has recommended similar measures to those proposed in Mr. Torrens' Act; therefore, I think 
it would be highly desirable that the united Colonies of Australia should endeavour to assimi-
late their modes of procedure to the recommendations made by the Committee on the Regis-
tration of Instruments at home, as well as to Mr. Torrens' Act. 

Have you had any means of attentive observation of the system pursued in the United 
States of America as to registration ? None, excepting by reading. From all I can learn it 
has given satisfaction there. 
Is it in any way similar to that mentioned by Mr. Torrens? In some slight respects it 

is. There is not such a sweeping change, however, as that which I should like to see being 
carried out in America. 

Do you think that any simplicity might be attained, or labor avoided, by dividing the 
Colony of Victoria, for instance, into certain districts for the purpose of the registration of 
deeds? Yes, I think so. I do not see why there should not be registration offices established 
in convenient parts of Victoria where persons could have all transactions in their respective 
neighbourhoods entered in indexes, to which they might appeal, without the trouble and 
expense of going to the metropolis. 

In fact, local registrations? Yes. At the same time I think it would be necessary that 
the local registrars should be under the Registrar General, and should send duplicates to the 
Registrar General's Office in Melbourne, so that there might be a general central index as 
well. 

By Mr. Hay: If the search were made by the clerks in the office it would not be neces-
sary for parties to come up to Melbourne for the purpose? No, not if you made it a matter 
of compulsion. 
Nor even if it were a matter of choice? If it were a matter of choice they could go if 

they pleased. 
They could have the search made by the clerks of the office, and there would be no 

necessity for them to come to Melbourne, or to engage a solicitor in Melbourne, as it could 
be done by communication with the office.? Yes, if they pleased; but unless you made it 
compulsory it would not meet the case of a person unwilling to trust the Government 
officers. 

By time Uhairmam: Supposing several properties were included in one conveyance, do 
you see any difficulty that would arise from that circumstance in regard to these local 
registrations? They might register them in the central office, and in each district. I know 
that it frequently entails much expense and loss of time at present through parties having 
to come up from Geelong and other parts of the Colony in order to search for titles. The 
agents are detained in town some says, and, of course, very considerabT6 expense is 
incurred. 

The indexes must, I presume, have becom.e so extensive as to require great employment 
of time to look down the letters? Yes. 

4. 
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That you think would be diminished by a subdivision of offices? I think it would. W. H. Archer, By Air. Ray: That might be accomplished in the General Registration Office, by a Escj. 
subdivision of the indexes, without any Deputy Registrars? It might. 
By the Chairman: Either in the central office or in district offices a subdivision of the 10 .June. LS$. 

index might take place? Undoubtedly; but my suggestion to have District Registrars would 
be to enable parties living near to refer immediately without loss of time. 
By .1W'. Hay: 

Facility of conducting search might be attained by a subdivision of the 
index, without any district offices? It might be an advantage where parties knew exactly 
where land was situated for them to appeal immediately to the hook relating to the district 
where the land lay; but I conceive that having a multiplicity of indexes for various 
districts in the Registrar General's chief office would entail much additional labor on the 
searchers, where they did not know the exact county or district in which the land they were 
searching for existed. 

Would you have the whole index in each district? No; the memorials of the district 
only should be registered. Perhaps, however, it would be well, under such circumstances, to 
provide for a duplicate memorial to be sent to the central office, in the same manner as we 
have duplicate registrations of births, deaths, and marriages, where the District Registrar 
keeps one and the other is sent on to the head office, and both are originals, having the 
signatures of the informants attached. 

You think it would still be necessary that complete information with regard to every 
property in the country should be registered at-the head office? I think so. 
The system of District Registrars would, of course, entail additional expense to the 

public ? Yes; but I think it would be willingly borne for the sake of the convenience. 
By the Chairman: What are the different fees charged in Victoria? The same as those 

received in New South Wales. The same schedules of the Registration of Deeds Acts apply 
to both Colonies. 

Is our Registration Act of 1844 in force in Victoria? I do not remember the exact Act; 
but I could see immediately on reference to Callaghan. 

The Act requiring verified copies? That was never in force as far as Port Phillip was 
concerned. A special Act was made with regard to Port Phillip, embodying a schedule of 
fees that, I think, are the same as those received in New South iVales. A memorial costs 
twelve shillings and sixpence; searches half-a-crown. 

In your experience of the office, has any difficulty arisen with regard to the effect of 
priority of registration where property is subject to certain equities ? None has come to 
my knowledge. But the system of indexing is getting every day more and more complex 
in practice, and difficult to deal with. Properties are constantly changing hands, new names 
come into the books, and apparently there will be no end to the confusion and complexity 
that will result. Hence my desire to see a new sytem altogether. 
You think that in the course of a very few years the indexes will be perfectly 

unmanageable as a medium of reference for the public? Yes, as they are now made. 
And that some change is absolutely required? Imperatively, for the general good; and 

the longer it is delayed the worse the ease becomes. 

Do I understand that your registration office is fire-proof in all respects? It is a stone 
building, covered with slates, and detached. A fire is allowed in the searching room during 
office hours, but very careful management of it is insisted on. 
The floors are of wood? The floors are of wood; but the chances of destruction by fire 

are very remote. I may say, however, that it is only a temporary place we are now using, as 
we hope to have safe, thoroughly fire-proof, and otherwise suitable offices erected in the 
course of two or three years. 

What is the income of the office? Between £10,000 and £11,000 per annum. 
And the expenditure? In aski.ng  with regard to the income and expenditure, do you 

mean to include the whole department? 

I would say, in the first place, the fees from the registration of deeds? From fees for 
the registration of deeds we get about £10,000 a year; and the officers employed are four 
clerks. The expense of that portion of the department, so far as the clerical staff goes, is 
about £1,200 a year. 

Can you state the income from births, deaths, and marriages? The income from that 
source is very small. The fees are moderate, and the reference to the indexes is by no 
means so great as that which obtains in the deeds department. It is increasing, however; 
but I should think it will hardly ever be looked upon as a source of very great revenue. 
From an extract of our monthly cash-book I have here, I find that the birth, death, and mar-
riage fees in the month of April last amounted to little more than £10, or at the rate of 
£120 a-year. But the advantages to be deriyed from a system of registration which has such 
an important effect upon questions of property, and matters of vital statistics, can hardly be 
measured by the amount of fees. The cost of the department for registering births, deaths, 
and marriages, and the statistics relating thereto, is also about £1,200 a-year. 
What is the cost of the whole department, including the Registrar General's salary and 

all other expenses? In round numbers, about £6,000 a-year for salajies. 
What other departments does the office comprise besides deeds and births, deaths and 

marriages? Vaccination, which involes a considerable amount of correspondence, the dis-
tribution of the vaccine lymph, and the keeping of accounts upon paying the Government 
vaccinators the fees allowed them, and the various District Registrars their fees this 
engages much of the time of one clerk, whom, by the by, I have counted in among 
the staff appointed for births, deaths, and marriages. I may state here, that we pursue A 
system of endeavouring to Phake every one of our officers as much as possible conversant with 
the duties of his-co-laborers, so that we should never be in any great strait, supposing one 
or nore were suddenly to go away. 
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W. H. Archer, 85. Comparing the general income of all these departments, and the general expenditure, 

Esq. what appears to be the balance? About £5,000, in round numbers. 

--- -- 1 
86. In favour of the public? Yes; so far as salaries are concerned. There are many other 

10 June, 1838. duties which our various officers have to discharge: the enrolynent of patents, keeping the 
models, allowing searches to the public, and copies to be taken of the patents so enrolled; 
also, the charge of the Electoral Rolls; the reception of all inquests throughout Victoria, 
which are frequently appealed to by the police detectives and others; powers of attorney also 
have, by a recent Act, been brought under the charge of the Registrar General; the original 
powers of attorney have to be deposited in the Registrar General's Office, and these can be 
referred to by parties and copied, and an index has to be kept of them; the Friendly 
Societies also have to send in their returns to us. There are very many other minor details 
which in themselves are not much, yet which all together render it necessary to have about 
three other clerks, at salaries amounting to £1,100 in the course of the year. 
Is that sum included in the £6,000 you mentioned? Yes. To supplement the duties of 

the various other officers, there are also two for statistics, who are obliged to be experienced 
and competent men, and who receive £500 a-year each. The compilatioB of the Blue Book, 
a very heavy work, comes under the head of statistics. 
How many persons are employed in the Record building altogether? At present we 

have thirteen. 
Amongst your other various and numerous duties do you take charge of any original 

deeds or wills? Yes. 
Is that found to answer? They are not very numerous. It is only occasionally made 

use of, but it is provided for by law. 
By Mr. Hay: Have you been in the office of the Registrar General here? Yes. 

N. What is your opinion of the building? Decidedly it is most unsuitable and unsafe. 
93. And inconvenient? Inconvenient, as well as unsafe. You might have all your records 
destroyed in one night by the carelessness of a neighbour. 
94, It is not well adapted for the general conduct of busines? By no means; the Registrar 
General is perched at the top of the house, and any body who wants to see him has to go up 

about fifty steps. 
You think a fire-proof building should be provided? Decidedly. 
You have seen a good deal of the operation of the system pursued here? I have. 
Besides the alteration of the building, is there anything with regard to the system, of a 

practical nature, that you could suggest as an intprovement? I have already mentioned the 
propriety of getting rid of the registration of births, deaths, and marriages, now carried on in 
a room in which other, and in every respect different, duties are performed. Besides this, I 
would take leave to state that the rates of remuneration of the officers do not seem to me to 
'compensate for the duties done. I have compared their relative receipts and the amount of 
labor they have to perform, and I must say there are not inducements held out to those 
employed to be diligent in their duties, and to look forward, hopefully, to something better. 
The classification seems to be bad, and there is no prospect of any advance, but a constant 
danger from year to year of perhaps a decrease in salary. I find one gentleman, Mr. Jaques, 
for instance, who does much of the work that the Registrar General in Victoria is compelled 
by law to perform,—who swears the parties who come before him, looks through the copies 
of the deeds which have to be deposited, has much correspondence, and also receives all 
moneys ;—and, after being in the Government service for a great number of years—upwards 
of twenty, I beljeve—he receives £350 a-year. That seems to me to be hardly a satisfactory 

state of things. 
By the Cha&man: Are you aware that he does more than take an account of the deeds— 

is there not another officer who receives money? There is an officer who receives some 
money, but he has to hand it over to Mr. Jaques, who has it in his possession for a week, 
giving no security, which, by the by, as a general principle, is also unsound. 
Do you think it is advisable to allow any officer of a public department like that to 

carry on professional business as a means of remuneration for his duties, in addition to his 
salary? As a general principle if the performance of those professional duties does not 
interfere clearly with the duties he has to discharge as a Government officer, I really do not 
see why he should be prohibited. It depends upon the nature of the profession and the 
nature of the duties. If he should engage in private professional business during office 
hours, of course his superior would have to report or check him; but I do not see that the 
Government has any claim to a man's time after office hours. 

Suppose his professional business is that of an attorney? I do not very well see how a 
man could attend to that without trenching on office hours; but my principle is this, 
answering generally,—that if a man does not by any act of his after office hours preclude 
himself from doing his duty efficiently within office hours, it does not appear to me the 
Government should be rigid about the matter. For instance,—my profession is that of an 
actuary, and I do not think for one moment they would in Victoria prohibit me from making 
any calculations for any Life Office in consequence of my being connected with the Govern-
ment; but in the ease of a medical man or a lawyer, at the first blush it seems to me very 
likely that in many instances the two positions are incompatible with the discharge of duties 
as. a Government Officer. But as a general principle I should put this reservation, that it 
must be proved that attendance on private professional duties actually interfered with the 
discharge of public duties; especially when the rates of tolary the Government give are so 
low. At the same time, of course, the Government has the power to make any regulation 

it pleases with regard to its em.ptoys, 
and it is for them to say whether they will accept the 

position or not. 
By Mr. Hay: Do younot think that, generally speaking, the clerks employed in this 

office require to be quite up to the average in ability and education with those employed in 

other offices? Decidedly.  
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Do you think it would be possible to carry on the business for any length of time if W.H.Arclier, 
the clerks of this office were underpaid in proportion to others? I think not efficiently. Esq. 

Your opinion I think is, that the clerks in this office are underpaid ? I think so, even 
by comparison with the Estimates of other Government Departments, and I would commence 10 June, 188. 
with the Registrar General himself. In proportion to its importance and the character of 
its officers, 1 think this department is altogether underpaid. 

104. That of itself would lead efficient men to eke out their incomes in other ways? 
Decidedly. How you can get professional or any other able men to enter at such salaries at 
all is the difficulty to my mind. 

Have you looked at all at the Act under which the registration of births, deaths, and 
marriages is carried on here? I have glanced at it. 

Do you think it is open to objection? It is very defective; I think it ought to be 
entirely remodelled; in fact our own is defective also. The only way in which the existing 
efficient and comprehensive system of registration has been carried out in Victoria has been 
by the Registrar General and myself having determined not to be trammelled within the 
clauses of the Act, but that we should endeavour to supplement it by carrying out those plans 
of action that have been approved of as the best by the first authorities in the mother 
Country. 

In fact, to make the system effective, and to make the Act work well, you have been obliged 
to take many liberties with it? Yes, and to supplement it by every means which intelli- 
gence could suggest. We have made our work a labor of love, and not merely an official 
task. 

108. I think you said that as it is you really carry out your system well? Yes; and I am 
also happy to say that Mr. Rolleston on his appointment put himself in communication with 
the Registrar General in Victoria, and obtained from us our 
carried them out in a similarly efficient manner, so that in reali forms, and adapted them and 

ty the two systems—so far as 
births and deaths are concerned—are nearly identical. Marriages are somewhat different. 
I hope soon to see all our Australasian Colonies acting on one uniform system. Uniformity is 
the great thing to be desired. It is engaging the attention of the first minds in Europe, Dr. 
Farr for example, who is in the Registrar General's Department in England, under Major 
Graham, was recently dispatched to a Statistical Congress at Vienna, where they proposed to 
recommend the carrying out of a uniform system throughout all the States of the Continent; 
and I have reason to believe that system will, in its main features, correspond with that 
which is working successfully in Victoria and New South Wales. 

You think it would be a public misfortune if that system of registration were quashed? 
A great misfortune. It would be a step of retrogression in civilization. 

You think it quite possible to have the statistics of the Colony combined with the 
registration? Yes, they are quite compatible with it. It depends a good deal on the officer, 
however. They were combined in Victoria simply because I had, as acting Registrar General, 
the superintendence at first of the registration of birth and deaths, and my profession made 
me familar with the science of statistics. The office of the Registrar General is, from its 
very nature as an office of record, one in which the various fluctuations of the State from 
year to year can be mirrored; and the preparation of statistics therefore is not necessarily 
unsuited to its other functions. 

You think it better that the Registrar General should be charged with the preparation 
of statistics than that they should be managed in the Colonial Secretary's Office? Yes, 
much better; inasmuch as the Registrar General is, in the first place, authorised to take the 
census periodically. That is one very important part of statistics, in fact the ground-
work. Then, again, be is necessarily familiar with the country, in consequence of appointing 
registrars in the various districts, so that in questions relating to Electoral divisions, 
or for any other purpose, he would be the proper authority to refer to for the best local 
information that could be obtained. I think in every respect statistics may be very naturally 
associated with the department. The plan has worked well in Victoria, and the depart-
ment has already become a place of reference for Members of the Legislature, who, I 
have good reason to believe, look up to it with respect, and also for the press and the public 
generally. 

Have you had much complaint in Victoria as to the inquisitorial character of the 
registration of births, deaths, and marriages ? Never. 

And yet the questions put are much the same as those in this Colony? They are 
identical, so far as births and deaths are concerned, in regard to marriages, there is one 
very important defect in the questions put in New South Wales, which is a blot, viewed in 
a statistical liglit—the question as to the age of those married is left out. 
114. You consider that a defect? A great defect, both legally and statistically. 

You think it would be advantageous to have an improved Act? Yes: for both 
Colonies. 

In order to throw unnecessary responsibility off the shoulders of the Registrar General? 
Quite so; and I think there would be less hesitation in passing an Act with the schedules 
I speak of, now that they have been tried five years in Victoria, and nearly two years 
in New South Wales. Members would see that it was practicable to obtain the 
information. 

You do not see any incompatibility in combining the registration of deeds with that of 
births, deaths, and marriages? No; the same faculties of judgment and order which would 
suggest the best modes of indexing and affording facilities for public search would operate 
in both systems. 

By the  Chairman: Is there any other short point you could suggest ? There 
is one very important feature in connection with the department in Victoria. We have for 
the last two or three years carried out a very complete system of collection of agricultural 
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W. H. Archer, and live stock statistics;  and this has been done with the concurrence of the Legislature, 
Esq. not merely by annual vote, but upon the recommendation of a Select Committee of 

r the Legislative Council, appointed to take evidence in relation to agricultural and 
10 ,June, 1858. horticultural statistics. Every year the returns become fuller and fuller, and the people, 

who give the information voluntarily, seeing the object for which it is asked, furnish it. 
readily. The publication of these returns has a tendency not only to enable importer& 
of agricultural produce to see what are likely to be the requirements of the country, 
but it also stimulates persons to look after land in the best districts where crops are 
raised. We publish a complete report of every acre of produce, and also of horses, cattle, 
and live stock generally; and it has found much favor with the public. I believe Victoria, 
is the only Colony where it is carried out on a thorough census system. It is not trusted 
merely to the police or to the Clerks of Petty Sessions. Collectors are engaged specially for-
the purpose; and their statements are submitted to ma.gistrates or other persons of repute in 
the various localities, who testify, from their know] edge of certain portions, to the general 
accuracy of the returns. These collectors also give in a report of the progress of agriculture 
in their respective districts. 

That is done irrespective of the police? Yes, by special agencies. 
Is that expensive? It cost last year, for the whole Colony, about £1,200, and this 

year about £1,500, in consequence of the greater number of occupiers of holdings. 
Does it come within your knowledge that the system of collecting statistics here by the. 

chief constables and other persons is inaccurate ? I have been given to understand that it is 
so, by persons who are aware of the means of obtaining information, and I can easily believe 
it, because my own experience in Victoria led me to the conclusion that such a system could 
not be relied upon. 

By Mr. Hay: What class of men have you for collectors? Chiefly persons who have 
been connected with the agricultural interest. They go over large tracts of country in some 
instances to collect the returns, and it is proposed that the time of collection should be about 
the month of February. 

How many of these persons have been employed? We have now about fifteen or 

twenty. 
By the Chairman: Then they receive about £100 each? Yes, on an average. 
For work taking up a few weeks? Yes. 
Then they are, I presume, persons of a respectable class? Yes; but their horse and 

other expenses are heavy. There is one other point that perhaps you may be interested in 
We have a very efficient system of check with regard to the receipt of moneys, and, in order 
that you may understand it I beg to hand in a description of the system in detail, with 
specimens of the forms of accounts used by us. (The witness handed in the same. Vide 

Appendix A.) 
Is this account compiled by a different party from the party who receives the money? 

Yes, by our accountant. All the moneys are-checked by him daily, and he pays them into 
the ban-k daily; he does-  not, as with you, keep them for a week. At the end of the month 
he brings his daily entry book arid banker's pass-book to me, and I look at every one of, the 
items at the fo6t and initial them, and also make it up at the end; so that by this means 
and the system of vouchers kept by the accountant he has a check on the parties receiving 
money, and the Registrar General, through my agency, has a check on the accountant by 
means of his pass-book and this daily statement, which, at one view, presents the income of 
the department under every head; the accountant, therefore, stands in a similar position to 
the officer of whom I spoke before in your own department. There are some points here 
which I made out in regard to indexing, thinking that they might be a guide for the Com-
mittee and for the Registrar General of New South Wales, as.to  the amount of work we get 

through in a day at the Melbourne Central Office. With regard to births, they are indexed 
at the rate of about 200 a-day; the system employed is full and efficient; persons searching 
can see, in a very few minutes, all the registrations for five years past. The names are 
indexed as in a dictionary, by carrying out the alphabetical arrangement to the very last 
letter--that is to say, Aaron would come before Abraham, and Arkwright would come still 
lower down; this point, although apparently so simple, has a remarkable effect in shortening 
the time of search. With regard to deaths, 250 can be entered in a day. With respect to - 
marriages, the names of both parties have to be entered up, and 125 only can be indexed 
daily. They are the rough indexes of which I am now speaking; the fair copies made 
afterwards for permanent record, and for which there is an able writer employed constantly, - 
are entered at the rate of 150 a-day; for births, 200; for deaths and for marriages, 100. 
With regard to the time when the indexes are available after final receipt of the register 
sheets—that is, after having been carefully gone through, and if any defect found in them 
sent back for correction, when they are in all respects satisfactorily completed—they can be 
referred to by the public so far as deaths are concerned in fourteen days; marriages take 
a month; and births—which we. defer to the last, as not being so often referred to—are 
ready in about three months. Each index is for half a year only, and the number of entries 
is about 15,000. With regard to our correspondence, our regular correspondents are from 120 
to 130 Deputy Registrars, nearly 100 public vaccinators, and from 200 to 220 clergymen. The 
Registrar General of New South Wales, however, has not to correspond directly with the 
clergymen, as we have. The number of letters we dispatch is about 4,400 per annum, the 
copies of which fill about 400 closely-written pages, of 40 lines each. I may mention that 
the Registrar General here has adopted the system, which seems to me to work satisfactorily, - 
of using a copying machine; it saves the labor of one clerk, and I should like to see it 
carried out in Victoria. In fact, I gave evidence before a Parliamentary Committee there in 
favor of the general adoption of these machines. There are very many other details of 
interest which perhaps the Committee would like to have known; but I may state that we 

are 
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are constantly communicating with Mr. Rolleston, who has always shewn the greatest desire W. H. Archer, 

to adopt any. suggestions we find in our experience to be beneficial; and therefore the Esq. 

Committee may rest assured that anything found good and practical in Melbourne will be ' 

duly conveyed here, and that both the Registrar General of Victoria and myself will always 10 June, 188. 
be most happy to keep up a system of correspondence with your officers, so that they may be 
au courant with aught we may introduce. I hope, also, we shall have the full benefit of the 
experience of the officers of your Colony, for the more that spirit of co-operation is extended 
among us the more will the interests of the various Colonies be happily advanced. 

APPENDIX A. 

EXPL 4 NATION of the system of accounting for Public Moneys collected in the Registrar 
General.'s Ofllce, Melbourne. 

The fees receivable at the Registrar General's Office, Melbourne, are those connected 
with the registration of land, stock, wool, certificates of naturalization, powers of attorney, 
patents, births, deaths, marriages, vaccination, electoral expenditure, shareholders' lists, &c. 

All fees are received in a recess near the general office entrance, where a window with 
a sliding shutter opens into a room connected with that of the Accountant. The money-taker 
is provided with separate receipt books for the business connected with the various branches 
of the department. On receiving the fee he fills up the receipt and counterpart with the 
amount thus paid, (opposite the word indicating the object), adding his initials. 

The applicant takes this receipt as his voucher to the room where he has to transact 
business; there the clerk in charge is provided with a check register, for entering the num- 
ber and particulars of each receipt coming into his hands. 

The mOney-taker is provided with a "Journul,"* in which he enters consecutively * Specimen page 
every fee received in the respective column. At the close of each day he sums up the various attached. 

columns, and hands the cash with his Journal to the Accountant, from whom he receives a 
printed receipt for the amount thus handed over. 

The Accountant then compares the Journal with the "Check Registers" of the 
various branches of the department, and if the entries correspond he enters the day's receipts 
in his " Cash Book," and posts them also in the "Ledgcr,"t (from which latter the monthly f Specimen pa'e 
return to the Treasury is copied), shewing on one page every day's receipts during one month *ttached, 

under the various heads. 
The Accountant lodges the fees daily in the bank, having the payments entered at 

the time by the Teller in the pass-book, which is in his charge. These payments appear, of 
course, also on the credit side of the Cash Book. 

On the day appointed for paying the month's collections to the Receiver of Revenue, 
the Head of the Department draws a cheque for the amount. The Assistant Registrar 
General having first examined the pass-book, and seen that the Clerks in charge of the 
various branches have certified by their inititials the various totals as given in a summary of 
the month's collections in the Accountant's Cash Book;T and having also initialed the leading Specimen pa* 
amounts comprising the total receipts. stiached. 

The money is then, with a certified return, lodged by the Accountant in the office of 
the Receiver of Revenue. 

It will be seen that pre-payment of fees, and the production of vouchers for such pay- 
ment previous to the transaction of business, is an indispensable basis •of the check-system 
above desaribed . 

W. H. ARCHER, 
Assistant Registrar General 

of Victoria, 

[Specimen 
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Isilecimen Copy of a Ige of the JournaL— 

JOURHAL, JUNE 
REGISTRY. SEARCHES. 

.11 6 

P 

d 3 

12/6 /8 2/6 10/- 4'- 12/6  3/6 2/6 3/6 2/6 12/6 2/6 1/- CC 

No.op 
RECEIPT. - £ s.d. £ s.d. 
S.lt.145 1 0 2 6 

146 1 026 

147 1 026 

R. 91 1 

........... 

012 6 

S.R.148 1 

........... 

0 2 6 

149 1 

........... 

010 

150 1 02 6 

B. 92 1 012 6 

93 2 150 

94 1 036 

,,95 2 1 5 0 

S.R.151 1 0 2 6 

R. 96 1 

........... 

012 6 

97 2 

........... 

iso 
98 1 0126 

99 1 

........... 

0126 

100 I j 0126 

101 1 

...................... 

012 6 

102 3 1  1 

....................... 

...................... 

............................. 

2100 

103 

.............. 

1 5 0 

S.R.152 

................................ 

................................ 
........................ 

0 2 6 

153 

................................ 

............. 

0 2 6 
154 

................................. 

1 1 ........... 026 

................... 

1 .......... 

026 

B. 101 1 

................... 

.... 

................... 

......................... 

.......................... 

................................. 

.......... 
012 6 105 1 

......................... 

........................... 

1 .......... 
012 6 

106 1 I 

.......................... 

012 6 107 6 

.................... 

315 0 
S.R.i56 

..... ................... 
1 026 

,,17 

......................... 
026 

11.108 3 9 

.... 

.... I........... .......... 
236 

109 1 
....... 

..................... 
2.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

0126 110 1 I  0126 111 2 ....... 1 5 0 
112 1 

................... 

012 6 
113 012 6 114 4 
..... 

2100 115 3 

.................... 

117 6 116 

......................... 

036 

117 1 
...................... ........................ 

0126 

118 I .H .... 
................... 1 .................... 

0126 

119 1 
.................... ..................... 

012 6 120 1 012 6 

121 1 ......................... 
.  

.  

.  1 ............... 
014 6 122 1 .  

.  
012 6 1 0 2 6 

159 

3 ........................ 1 026 i 1 1' 1.. .......... 11603200 . .  I 116 0 TOTAL, SUPREME COURT .......... £ 33 16 0 
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Registrar General's Office, Melbourne.] 

30, 1858. 

M. 216 

,, 217 

B.D.M. 20 

,, 21 

Biams, DEATHS, AND rOWrRSOF 
PATEN!rS. MISCELLANEOUS. 

Certificate. Search. 
ce 

1/ 
H 2/ 6 H 

£ s.d. 

Registrar General's Office .................... 17 6 
Supreme Court .............................. 

.0 

.33 16 0 

34 13 6 
Same day paid Mr. Hoim, Accountant ......... 34 13 6 

W. H. ARCHER, 
272-11 Assistant Registrar General of Victoria. 
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[Specimen Copy of a Page of the Ledger.— 

FEES COLLECTED BY 

JUNE, 

SUPREME COURT. 

REGISTRY. SEARCHES. 

a 0 

5 0 
. a 

r . . 0 

Q  Q W 

1/- 12/6 /8 2/6 10/- 5/- 12/6 3/6 2/6 3/6 2/6 12/6 2/6 1/- 

1 1 8  1 1 June 1 83 15 5264 
' 6 

277 8 3 3 
1 

1 15 
13 38 16  

4 
357 
59 

6 
431  

2 
1 2 1 13 41 6 6 

553 6 4 4 .. 5 3619 0  

.6 Sunday 
7 57 49 1 .. 1 

.................. 

7 38  17 8 

862 5 18 
12 

4134 
21170 

10 
932 
43 

3 
24 

2 
1 13 .. 1 29 17 0 

11 62 6 

............... 

15 
4 

41  
20160 
6 6 

1232 9 
13 Sunday 

14 51 25 2 2 1 2 .. 8 

........... 

........... 

........... 

35 8 8 

1551 5 1 1 1 

........... 

12 1 

........... 

.......... 

.......... 

1 
41 
34810 
7 4 

16 61 17 1 1 

...........

1 

........... 

1 

.................... 

1 .. • 14 
18  

.......... 

45 3 10 
17 
18 

65 
78 
17 
31k 

1 
2 

1 
1 

2 

........... 

.................. 

1 .. 25 

.......... 

.......... 

.......... 

53 17 0 

1921 3 1 

............................... 

.............. 

.............................. 
............................ 

.......... 

1446 

20 Sunday 
21 67 6 1 1 

........... 

.......................... 

.............. 

1 ....................... 

1 1 .. 19 

.......... 

.......... 

45 12 6 

22 58 15 2 

............

.. 1 2 .. 

......... 

14 
11 

.......... 

.......... 39 
39 
7 
14 
0 
0 

23 
24 

60 
43 

6 
6 
1 1 

1 

........... 

................. 

1 .. 16 29 15 0 

25 61 30 I 

...........

1 13 41 
1810 
8 6 

2627 2 

.................... 

1 

.......... 

27 Sunday 
28 68 6 1 

.............. 

2 1 

.............. 

.. 14 

.......... 

.......... 

45 0 0 

29 73 12 4 
.............. 

.............. 

1 
11 
14 

.............. 

.. 
1 

.......... 
1 48 

33 
2 
16 
6 
0 

30 49 12 1 1 ............. 
....................... 

.. 

REGIsTRY. 

-  - — — — — — — 
906 5 0 

Deeds.. 

Extra Folios .366 
12 4 0 

Extra Receipts..; 30 
3 15 0 

Acknowledgments. 20 

1 4 5 0................................ 

10 0 0 

Copies Memorials .. 4 

............................ 

........................... 

1 0 0 

Copies Crown Grants 8 0 0 

Stock with Oath .. 4 0 14 0 

Stock without Oath .. .. 6 

....................... 

.................... 

0 15 0 

Wool with Oath ....... 13 

........................ 

.................. 

2 5 6 

Wool without Oath 

................. 

............... 

SEAUCHEs.—Land ......... 315  39 7 6 

Stock .......... 3 

........

.. 0 3 0 

Wool ......... 3.. 030 

Certificate of Naturalization 1 0 1 0 

981 13 0  TOTAL, Sm'REME COURT FEES .......... £ 
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—Regstiar General's Office, Melbourne.] 

TilE REGISTRAR GENERAL. 

1858. 

REGISTRAR GENERAL'S OFFICE. 

BIRTHS, DEATHS, 
POWERS 

AND 
OF 
A PATENTSTTOR- . MISCELLANEOUS. .. 

MARRIAGES. TOTAL 

0 •fi Senreh. o .5 
.- DAILY 

at • 

bo 

c. RECEIPTS. 

5/— 1/— 2/6 1/— 5/— 1/.- 1/— 1/— 12/6 

£s.d. £s.d. 
June 1  1 2 2 2 1 1 3 0 54 18 6 

2 1 2 1 0136 52 19 10 
3 4 1 0 0 3916 
4 1 05 0 4111 6 
5 1 1 0100 3790 

7 1 050 3928 
8 7 4 3 4 4 1 3116 44 13 10 
9 

............ 

2 0100 2270 
10 1 2 2 1 0 0 30 17 0 
11 3 3 1 1.76 42 14 0 
121 1 

........................ 
............................ 

076 2136 

14 2 

.............. 

3 

.............. 

1 1 

........................................... 

............................ 

1 3 6 36 12 2 
15 

.............. 

1 

............................. 

0 50 34 13 10 
16 1 1 1 2 

............................. 

050 41 12 4 
17 2 1 1 1 

............................. 

............................. 

1 0196 4634 
18 

................ 

3 1 2 

.................................. 

0 18 0 54 15 0 
19 1 1 

............................. 
.......................... 

.......................... 

060 14 10 6 

21 1 3.. 2 1 1 

............ 
...................... 

. . .  0 16 0 4686 
22 
23 

2 1 060 39 13 0 
1 

................ 

3 3 

.......................... 

1 7 6 4116 
24 

................ 

1 

...................... 
............. 

0 1 0 2916 0 
25 2 1 

................ 

0100 41 18 6 
26 1 1 

.......................... 
............................. 

076 1886 

28 

.................. 

1  1 2 

.......................... 
............................ 

0 13 6 45 13 6 
29 1 2 3 

............................ 

1 5 0 4976 
30 1 .. 1 .. 

. . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  
2  . . .  0 17 6 34 13 6 

27 6150 4-3 
~j 

8 080 

128 3100. 
Searches . 

(... 8 080 

POWERS 

......................................... 

...................................... 

8 15 0 

or ATTORNEY 
1Search .. 

çFiling .. 

................. 

.. 12 

................................... 

.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. 0 12 0 

PATENTS .. 

3 5 .............................. 

....................... 

0 5 0 

RAILWAY SHAREHOLDER LIST 1 ............ 0 1 0 

5 ..................... 

TOTAL, REGISTRAR GENERAL'S OTTICE.. 20 14 0 

981 13 0 TOTAL, SUPREME C O U R T ............ 

£ 1,002 7 0 1,002 7 0 

W. H. ARCHER, 
Arsistant Registrar General of Victoria. 



[Specime?s Uoj, of one page of the .4ccountant's Casls Boo1 in te Registrar G"enra's Office, Mdbourne.] 

Dr. REGIsTRAR GENERAL'S DEPAItTMENT, JUNE, 1858. Cr. 

DATE. NAam. PARTICULARS AMOUNT TOTAL. • DArir. NAME. PARTICULARS AMOUNT TOTAL. 

1858. 918 6 0 1858. 876 12 6 

June 29th.. Office Fees— June 29th.. 
11 30th.. 

41 13 6 
49 7 6 

45 12 6 July let .. 

. 
34 13 6 

Searches J 

Deeds, 73 @ 12/6 ............. 
Extra >1ios2 :::::. 

Stock with Oath, 1 ® 3/6 .... 
Land, 11 ( 2/6 ............... 
Wool, 10 1/- ................. 

g 
0 3 6 
1 7 6 
0 1 0 

Supreme Court Registry.. 

 

48 2 6 

Brought forward .......... 

Colonial Bank ............ Office Fees ..................... 
Do Do. ..................... 
Do. Do. ..................... 

Total lodged in the Bank 
in June 

SUMMARY OF RETURN MADE TO RECEIVER OF REVENUE. 

14 6 -_f ___ 
£1,00 

- 

0 5 0 

0 15 0 
Births, Deaths, Marriages { 
Powers of Attorney ....... 

:t e 2/6....:::::::: 
Filed, 3 @ 57- ................. 1 5 0 

Supreme Court Registry Fees. 

f Deeds ..............906 5 0 
j Extra Folios ........12 4 0 

Exd. W. H. A. 
5778As. R. G. 

I Extra Receipts .......3 15 0 

30th.. Supreme Court Registry 

F 
F, 

- care aes ç 

Brought forward ........ 

Extra 

Stock with Oath, 1 @ 3/6 
Wool with Oath, 1 ® 3/6 

30 12 6 
0 8 0 

0 3 6 
0 3 6 
1 15 0 
0 1 0 

33 16 0 

1 Acknowledgments 10 0 0 
J. H. F................ Copies, Memorials 1 0 0 

Pi s 1ock with :ra nts ' 
Stock without Oath 0 15 0 

1,. Wool with Oath 2 5 6 

Searches- 
Land ............39 7 6 

941 18 6 

0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 

Births & 5 
...........1 

Powers of Attorney ....... 

Deeds, 49 @ 12/6 ............. 
Extra Folios, 12 ® /8 ......... 

Land, 14 @ 2/6 ............... 

0 17 6 

HK Stock ............030 
Wool ............0 3 0 
Naturalization .... 0 1 0 

. - -  
Registrar Gencra's Office Fees. 

39 14 6 

Stock, 1 ® 1/-................. 

Births, &c.— 

Certificate, 1 @ 5/- ........... 
Search, 1 @ 2/6 ............... 

T. S.........9 13 6 Certificates, 5/- 6 15 0 

Filed, 2 @ 5/- ................. 

J. C. H. ....1 7 6 Do. 1/- 0 8 0 
- -  Searches 2/6.... 3 10 0 
Lii 1 0 Do. 1/- .... 0 8 0 

- 11 1 0 
I Powers of Attorney— 

R. G.................' Filing ............8 15 0 
Search............0 12 0 

9 7 0 

0 5 0 
D. E. P. .............. Railway Shareholders 0 1 0 

F. A. C................Patents ............0 5 0 

- -  0 1 0 

Total Collections in Juno......... Lj 
Exd. W. U. A. 
5/7/58. Asst. H. G. £ 

. 

1,002 7 0 1,002 7 0 

W. H. ARCHER, 
Assistant Registrar Genera' 01  Victoria, 
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WEDHESDAY, 16 JUISTE, 1858. 

4JvEøent :- 
MR. OWEN, MR. JONES, 
Ma. PIDDING-TON, Ma. SMITH, 
Ma. FLOOD, Ma. HAY. 

ROBERT OWEN, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

- Christopher Rolleston, Esq., called in and further examined 
I. By the Chairman: You have the custody and -arrangement, I believe, of the record of C. RHeston, 
births, marriages, and deaths? I have the custodyof those that have been taken under the 
present law, and of the records of baptisms, marriages, and births recorded formerly in the 16 June 1858 
Supreme Court, but I have not the registers of the Church of England—they still remain 
in the hands of the Bishop's Secretary. 

Are your registers in books of the same description as the deeds ? They are both bound 
in books of the same character and description, (my own registers-_those taken since the 
year 1856.) Those transferred from the Supreme Court are bound differently. 
Are they on paper? They are on paper. - 
From their recent formation, you cannot judge as to their lasting ?- No; the writing seems to be peifect 

From the experience you have had since the commencement of the present system of 
registration of births and deaths, have you observed whether it is sufficiently perfect as it is, 
or whether any improvement can take place- in it? :There are one or two points in the 
details of the management of the system that might be improved. 

Will you state them, if you please? There is one imperfection with regard to the records 
of deaths, particulai.ly  as to the cause of death,- which is a very important point to record, as 
showing the diseases which .prove most fatal to the -population. I am -obliged to take the 
causes of death, in the majority of instances, from the mouths of the informants, who are 
often ignorant people, and cannot give them correctly. I should very much wish that the 
medical profession were required by law to give a certificate of the cause of death in those 
eases in which they have been attendant on the deceased. 
Could that be redly carried out? It could be easily carried out. 
Without expense? Yes, without expense. It could be carried out. by requiring the 

informant (that is the person responsible now to give the information) to bring wit.h him, 
-when be comes to record the death a certificate from the medical attendant.. 
And that would en-able you in your stitistics- to afford the GoveFnment valuable informa-

tion ? It would give the mortality tables a value which they. now -have not. - 
You therefore recommend in any future:legislation that it should:-be- enforced? Yea;- 

and it is not a new feature in the- registration of death. - In- the -Registration - Bill of South Australia a similar provision is introduced 

11. You mentioned that theie were difficulties in two other matters, the reoval of which.  would -imrove the- system—what -are they;. Sir? -I am - exceedingly anxious to have the 
form of marriage certificate altered.  
What is the defect? - The defect is -that -it:does nQt- supply -all the information,which is 

necessary for statistical purposes...... . - - - - - - - 

In what respect? I was not aware you were -gOing to examine me on the subject of 
births, deaths, and marriages to-day;  and I did -not--bring the- forms- - which I otherwise 
would have done; but the marriage certificate only supplies- half the information I want for 
statistical-purposes, the consequence is, my records are fauhy. 

-- -- - - - 

Is there any other matter, Sir, you would suggest-? There--is another point, which has 
rather impaired the operation of the Act: it is, that the Registrar. is forbid to register a 
birth after sixty days, except upon a solemn declaration- of facts made by the parents or some 
person present at the birth. That has been found, in the country districts especially, to- 
impair the operation -of the Act. - - 
15. Do you think that might be abolished? I see no use in it whatever. 
No utility? No utility whatever, in its present shape. If a. fine were fixed, supposing-

a parent omitted to register the birth within sixty days, and a fee of 5s. was attached to the 
taking of this solemn declaration, I could see a use in it—it would cause persons to give 
information within the time prescribed; but in-reference to the registering of births, I think 
six months is too long a period, and, in the absence of -a fine for-neglect, the declaration is of 
no use, because it throws double work-upon the Registrar, and has no-penal action upon the- 
parent. - - - 

Might not a fee deter people from coming  without they were compelled in some other - way? I think not. They are still-liable to a pepalty for not registering. - 
I suppose the records of that branch of the office are in the same building? Yes, in 

the same building. 
Are they kept in open rooms? Yes. - 
Do the searches for the records form a branch of that part of it? They do: 

- 

searches are made by my clerks. - 
Only by your own clerks? Only-by my own clerks. 

For which a fee is charged? Yes, for which a fee is charged of 5s. for the search, and 
2s. for a certified copy of the entry. 

Are the indexes so formed as to make the searches easy? Oh! yes; but the indices for 
1857 are not yet even commenced. -- - - 

How do the public ascertain from that what they want? It is  a longer operation, for we have to refer to the temporary indices which are,  sent dow-n quarterly by the different- 
272—I 

country 
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C. Itolleston, country Registrars, and to those which are made in the office for the Sydney district; 

Esq. therefore it is a very long business to search for any birth, death, or marriage for the 

''' last year. 
10 June, 1838. 25. What is the reason of the delay? Not having sufficient strength. I have got up the 

indices (they are now perfect) for 1856 by working two of my clerks over hours, and 
paying them so much for their labors. That is the only way I have been able to get the 
work done; but it would have been impossible to commence the indices for 1857 until two 
months ago, because the returns from the country districts to the end of 1857 were not in 

until the end of the first quarter of 1858. 
That is a delay of necessity? It is a delay of necessity, and therefore it is impossible 

to commence the indexing until the returns for the country districts are perfected for the year. 
Is that delay of persons sending the rturris from the country necessary? It is not 

necessary, but it is impossible for me to control it; some of them are very careless. 
Are the returns sent quarterly? They are sent quarterly. 
Would it not be much greater trouble to have them monthly? Oh! yes. 
Would it answer any purpose? No, I think not. 
What is the kind of index when made up—is it a general index? It is a general index 

for the year for the whole of the Colony—an alphabetical index, consecutive in each letter 

from the first letter to the last letter of the names. 
Is that desirable? I think it is very desirable. 
It must be a general index? Yes. 
Would you just state at this part of your evidence the, amount of the expenses incident 

to that branch of your office, including the payment of the country districts, and what is 
the proportional expense in the City of the head Registrar's office? About £3,000 ayear, 

I think. (Vide Slaternent of the ixpendituie for 1857_4ppendix A.) 
Not including the Deputy Registrars? No; they are paid out of a contingent vote. 
Exclusive of this £3,000? Yes. I would have brought the papers, but Iwas not 

aware that you were going to question me on this subject. I think it is about £3,000—the 
o 

salaries are about £1,500. 
But there are, of course, incidentals, such as proportion of rent, &c. ? Yes. 

38. What is the amount of fees received? They are very trifiing—about £25 or £30 a-year, 

hardly, 
 that; they will increase every year, of course, as the records increase. 

j

39. These records being in the same building as the deeds, I presume, are in the same 

eopardy with regard to fire ? Yes. 
40. Can you, from memory, explain what are the particular defects of the marriage certificate 
to which you have alluded? The marriage certificate, as prescribed by the Marriage Act, 19 
Vie , No. 30, requires the date and the place where the parties were married, the names of 

the parties and their designation; I think that is all. 
41. Do I understand you to say that you require more I require very much more to make 
the records perfect In the first place, I think it is very necessary that the certificate should 
chew the condition of the parties, whether they are widows or widowers, spinsters or bachelors, 

and their calling, probably, i. e.,. 
the rank' or profession, also the age, also the names of their 

parents, father and mother, and their present and usual place of residence; these all foim 

important items i1i the record of a marriage. And it could be supplied with the greatest ease? It is supplied now to the clergy. It 
is my own records which are imperfect; they do not agree with the registers of the clergy. 
The registers of the clergy are perfect in all these particulars. 
43. Do you mean the clergy of the Church of England? Of the Church of England and of 

all the denominations, SO 
far as I have been able to ascertain. Mr. Cutlibertson told me the 

other day that he never had heard an objection made by any one he had married to furnish 
the whole of the particulars. I established the form of registration myself, but I could not 
alter the form of certificate which the law laid down, and that form does not convey to me the 
particulars I require to perfect the system of. registration which I have established, but the 
Church registers in almost all cases supply all the information. 
44. Have you seen these registers in the books of Mr. ,Janies, the Bishop's Secretary? I have. 
45. Are they kept in that form? They are not; they are very imperfect in the information 

given, i. e., compared with the now form of register. 46. I believe that they are extensive, and they run over a number of years? Yes; from the 

foundation of the Colony. 
Do you consider it desirable that they should be placed in your office? I think it is very 

important that they should be, when I have a proper office to keep them in. There is constant 
running backwards and forwards between my office and the Bishop's Office now, to obtain 
information; and it is quite at Mr. James' option to give that information or not, and be can 

charge what he likes for the information he does give. 
48. Does he afford every facility for obtaining this information? Yes, I think so. 
49. Do you think it desirable that some measure should be taken to place these records under 
your control? It is, undoubtedly, for they are most important; the inheritance to half the 

property in the country may depend upon them. 
0. I suppposc personally you are not aware of the precise 

circumstances under which Mr. 

James holds these documents—he claims them, I believe, as part of his own property? 
hardly think he does that; he merely puts an embargo upon them. He has prepared them 
himself at his own expense and labor for twenty years past, and at a time when they other-
wise would not have been kept up at all; and he thinks he has a right to compensation for 

these twenty years of -u
nreniunerated la.bor which he has bestowed upon them. 

51. Without these records your registers would be very imperfect? Yes. At present there is 
no very great practical difficulty (Mr. James allowing searches to be made); the incon- 
venience is felt by persons running backwards and forwards to obtain information. 

52. 
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By .271,•. Haij: You consider this additional information in the certificate necessary, in C. Rolleston, 
order to identify the parties who are married, and make the records valuable? Yes, to Esq. 

identify them genealogically. At present it would be impossible to do so; there are so 
many Thomas Jones's, and people of the same common names. 16 June, 1858. 

Unless the identification is complete, the whole affair is comparatively worthless? 
Comparatively so. 
By ill,. Jones: You think these additional particulars necessary for the purpose of 

identification? I do. 
Have you pointed out to the Government the amendments you think necessary in the 

Registration Act? I have, in two Reports I have made to the Government sincethe office 
was established. I dwelt at some length upon both these points; upon that in reference to 
marriages particularly. 
Are you aware whether the Government contemplate the introduction of any measure to 

carry out the improvements you think it necessary to be made? I am not; but Mr. Cowper 
said the other day that be thought some Nttle amendment of the Act might be necessary in 
one point which I have not alluded to—that is, to relieve the central office of the duties of 
registering. In no systeai of registration that I know of is the central office made the 
actual registering office. 
That is to put Sydney, in respect to the chief office in the same position that the 

country districts are? Clearly so. 
To separate the Registrar General's duties from the District Registrar's of Sydney 

duties? ,Just so. 
By Mr. [lay: Have you heard any complaints as to the inquisitorial character of some 

of the questions put under the Act? I was charged the other day by Mr. Robertson, the 
Honorable Minister for Lands and Public Works, with asking very impertinent, and in fact 
insulting questions; but I told him that I was not responsible for them; that I merely 
adapted to the general registration of the Colony the fbrms of schedule which I found 
appended to the Registration Act which was put into my hands to carry out, and that every,  
one of those questions had been recommended by a Committee of the Statistical Society in 
England. They had been adopted in the Registration Bill of Scotland, and they had been 
carried out in Victoria for the last four years. But the best answer to those objections is 
that the questions are answered in the fullest manner, with very few exceptions, as the 
registers will show. 
Do you think it necessary, in order to establish the value of these records, that these 

questions should be. asked? I do. 
You think it would not interfere with the purposes for which the whole institfltion was 

established if they were not put? 1 think it would injure the value of the records if the 
registers were contracted. 
Have you heard any considerable number of complaints with regard to them? No. 
The Deputy Registrars, so far as you are aware, have not found any difficulty? No. 
Have you had müch difficuty in carrying out the Act, from the difficulty of finding 

persons in the country to take upon them the duty of registration? In the first instance I 
had very great difficulty on that account. 
Difficulty in finding proper persons? Difficulty in finding proper persons. 
And some difficulty, I suppose, in getting them to do their duty regularly—in breaking 

them in to the work? Yes. 
Have you got over that difficulty do yàu think? To a very great extent. 
The office has become more popular? Yes. 
Do you think the whole thing is getting into good working order? It is getting into 

very good order now, and increasing in popularity. 
No doubt it was a very troublesome office in the country districts, but people are now 

becoming familiar with it? People are now becoming familiar with it, and appreciate the 
advantages of a civil registry. 

By Mr. .Piddinqton: In the ease of certificates of death, do you consider it absolutely 
necessary that a medical man should supply a certificate of the cause of death ? I think it 
would add much to the value of the records if the cause of death was recorded upon the 
certificate by a properly qualified medical practitioner. 
Is not the cause of death recorded under the present law? It is recorded, but it is 

generally taken from the mouth of the informant. 
Is not that a sufficient authority in the great majority of cases? No, I think not. 
Do you think it is of absolute importance to the State that there should be a specific 

description of the cause of death of every individual in society? I think it is very important, 
as giving a knowledge of the diseases which are prevalent in a country, and thus affording 
the means for diminishing the exciting causes of death by the application of remedial measures. 
But would a medical certificate be an absolute authority—a conclusive authority upon 

the cause of death? Well, it is the best we can possibly get. 
It would only be, probably, more correct; it would not be any conclusive proof of the 

cause of death, even a medical certificate, would it? It ought to be. 
Without a post mortem examination? I think so, in the majority of instances. 
Do not medical men differ as to the cause of death, without a post mortem examination? 

You do find it so in some instances, but it is the exception and not the rule. 
But in cases where persons die without a medical attendant, how could the demand be 

complied with? That would be impossible. We must have many cases where we cannot.be  
informed on medical authority. 
Then the necessity of the certificate could not be made the rule by law? No; not in 

cases where there is no medical attendant. 
81 In reference to marriage certificates—do you conceive it to' be absolutely essential that 
the names of the father and mother of the party should be stated upon the certificate any 

more 
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C. Rolleston, more than the names of the uncles and aunts? I think it is very important that the names. 
Esq. of the father and mother should be, recorded. 

But is it not equally as important that the names of other relatives should be given—at' 
16 June, 1858. least so near blood relationship, as uncles and aunts? No, I think not. I think if you 

have .the names of the father and mother it is as much as you can expect and require. 
But do you think it desirable that the names of the father and mother should be given? 

Yes. 
By Mr. Jones : With what view, Mr. Rolleston? As a proof of identity. I think 

without the parents' names the record is insufficient, in some cases, to prove identity. It is, 
important that the record of a marriage should be so perfect as to establish the genealogical 

identity .of the parties. 
I presume in proving descent in cases of property? Yes. 
By Mr. Pidcli'ngtms: Are any questions asked in reference to births that the Act itself 

does not warrant? None whatever. 
As a general rule, do you think it is desirable to multiply statistics by asking questions 

which are not absolutely essential ? As a rule I think not, speaking on the abstract. 
if more questions are asked than are absolutely necessary is it not likely that the public 

will be disgusted with the law ? Yes; but such is not the case with regard to the points 

under inquiry. 
You have already had complaints in reference to questions that are supposed to be not 

necessary, or inquisitorial. Very, few indeed. 
But you have had them? I have had theth. 
But is it not dangerous either in cases of birth, marriage, and death, to multiply 

tlnneeessary questions? Certainly ; .but.  I do not agree with you that the questions asked are 

unnecessary. . They are all considered to be most important. 
By Mr. Smith : I take. it that the effect of increasing the questions would not be. to 

multiply statistics, but to render the records more complete ? Clearly so. 
But not to multiply statistics ? Not to multiply statistics, certainly. 
And the reason you desire a medical certificate in cases of death is, not that it can be 

absolutely depended upon,, but because it is more likely to. be correct than the mere infor-
mation of the relative or party who brings you an account of the death ? Because it is the 
best authority you can have—the best that the ciretmstanees of the case will admit of. 
Not, of course, infallible, but more likely to be correct ? In nine, cases out of ten it 

would be correct. 
And in those cases in which, from the absence of a medical attendant, it is impossible to 

obtain a certificate, you would. require some certificate to that effect ? Merely the 'infor- 

mation of the informant, such as we get now. 
Not a declaration from him ? No. 
You would take his word for it? If the informant did not know the cause we should 

enter"the deth u.nde,, the head of "unspecified cause.e." 
9. But you desire; if possible, to .,obtain, in every case where it, is practicable a certificate 

from a medical man as to the. cause.of death.? It would give greater.valsè..to the mortality 
tables which are prepared from the Returns, which wpld in a few years become of very great 
value to medical .seience, and tend to reduce the amount of mortality and human suffering in 

this Colony.  
100. You regard the insertion of the names of the parents in the marriage iegisters as important 
for two reasons,r—to establish descent and to prove identity ? . It has been found so in 
England. The registers there afford that information, and so do the registers of.Victoria. 

10.1.. By .iIfr. Piddinqion: If it is so essential to establish identity in cases of, marriage, would 
not a personal description of the party about to be married be abetter means of establishing 
identity, such as the color of the eyes, the, height of the person, and the color of the com-
plexion? A photograph would be better than all. There is another point, with regard to 
the age of the parties, which is most important, as we have no means of detecting whether 
minors are illegally married at present: the certificate does not convey the, age, and it is 
impossible to exercise any cheek upon persons who perform the marriage eeremopy, 
whether the parties to the, marriage are under 21 or not; whether " under age" or over 
age," ought certainly to be given in the certificate. . 

By the Chairman: You recommend that in the record of marriage the age should be 

stated as well as can be ascertained? I think so, clearly. 
Is. your general index upon parchment or vellum?. Upon paper. 
Upon paper only? Yes. 
Do you think that is desirable? I would rather it was on parchment, as it would then 

last for ever; but the paper is the best I can get, and as the searches are made by my own 
clerks, I think there is a probability of its lasting for many years. 

By Mr. Smith: Is there not a paper-parchment which is now very highly approved? 

there is. 
By the Chairman: As far as your office arrangements go, do they approximate at all to 

the English requirements of. registration ? The system is identical with that which is 
adopted in England. . It is.taken from it, and is in every important respect a copy of the 

English system. . 
I omitted, Sir, to ask if you are aware whether all the original wills of persons deceased 

—wills proved—are kept at the Supreme Court? I believe they are: they are not. .in my 

office. 
iDo you think it desirable that within a proper safe building those records should be 

placed among the other records of your office? .1 think.they should. .1 think the General 
Registry Office is the proper office for recording all, instruments and documents connected 
with the public welfare, affecting the rights of property at all events. 

.,110. 
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Are you aware of the condition of these original wills, or where they arc kept? I am C. Io1lcston, 
not. Esq. 

Is there anything else which suggests itself to your mind in reference to this subject?  
No, I think not. I will furnish to the Committee in writing a statement of expenditure, 16 June, 1$3. 
and of the amendments proposed for the improvement of the registration system. (Vide 
Appendices A and B.) 

APPENDIX A. 

Branch for Registration of Bird,s, Marriages, and Deaths, 1857. 

SALARIES. 
Registrar General (half salary)... ... ... 350 0 0 
Clerks ... ... ... ... ... ... 84000 

CONTINGENCIES. 
Total, Salaries ... .. ... ... 1,190 0 0 

Allowances to District Registrars ... ... 2,326 0 0 
Other expenses ... ... ... ... ... 682 7 3 

Total, Contingencies ... ... ... 3,008 7 3 

TOTAL EXPENSE or BRANCh ... ... £4,198 7 3 

APPENDIX B. 

Propositions for amending the Acts 19 Vie.; .Ns. 30 and 34. 

(l.)—MArnuAQE ACT. 

(Amendment of form of Certificate of Marriage.) 
Section 7.—Form of certificate, " Schedule E," to be amended by the substitution of 

form given in Appendix A. 

(2.)—REGJSTRATTON ACT. 

(Power to be given to appoint District or Deputy Reqistrar for Ss'dney.) 
Section 4.—Repeal the latter part, vesting the office of Registrar for Sydney in the: 

Registrar General, and enact in lieu thereof the appointment of one or more District or 
Deputy Registrars. 

Section S—Forms of Registration should be specifically laid down, the schedules D 
and B referring by mistake to marine births and deaths only. Description of forms recom-
mended and in use as follows, viz. :-1. Births, Appendix B ; 2. Marriages, Appendix C; 
3. Deaths, Appendix D. 

(Proof of Minister being what be represents himself to be.) 
Section Il—Power should be given to the Registrar General to require proof from a 

person demanding to be registered that he is an ordinarily officiating Minister of some 
recognised sect or religious persuasion. 

Section 22.—I would recommend that for the neglect to register within 60 days, as 
provided by the previous section, a fee of 58. shall be payable to the Registrar on his taking 
the declaration as to the facts of the birth. (This is done in South Australia) The 
District Registrar, moreover, ought to be empowered in express terms to take the declaration, 
which, under the section as it stands, at present is merely assumed. 

(Medical practitioner to certify cause of death.) 
As to registration of "cause of death," 1 would recommend the adoption of the 

following section :—Every medical practitioner who shall have been in attendance upon any 
person deceased, or who shall have examined the body, shall de1ivoi to the nearest of kin, 
occupier, or other person required by this Act to give information of the death to the 
District Registrar, a certificate under his hand, according to the furm in the schedule hereto 
annexed (Appendix B), setting forth to the best of his knowledge and belief the cause of 
death, which certificate such nearest of kin, occupier, or other person shall, when notifying 
the death, deliver to the District Registrar. 

272—K APPENDIX 



APPENDIX C. 

0BIGmAL CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAG:E. 

Christian and Surname of Minister at full length I_____________________________ __________ being_._ 
Do hereby Certify that I have this day, at  

HUSBAND. duly celebrated Marriage between 
Christian and Surname of Husband at full length'  and  

Raiikor Occupation  
Residence......................................(Condition. Bachelor or Widower.) Residence  

Designation. 
Church or place where celebrated. 

WiFE. 
_Christian or Surname of Wife, at full length. 
Rank or Occupation. 
Condition, (Spinster or Widow.) 

Age ........................................__yea;s Birthplace Age years Birthplace. 

Father's Name and Rank or Profession -- - - - - - - 
Mother's Name, (Maiden Surname) -_- - -. _--_------- -  - -. - 
WitnessesNames  ............................before 

and  
After Declaration duly made as by Law required. 

Dated this - day of____ 

Father's Name and 1an1c or rrolesslwl. ________ 
_______Mother's Name, (Maiden Surname). 

Witnesses Names. - z 
185 

Signature  
of 

lVitne.eses. 

BIRTHS in the District of 

Signature of Minester 

APPENDIX D. 

in the Colony of New South Wales, 

H 

55 
0 

0 

z 
"1 
I- 

Registered by 

Signatures of the 
Parties to the 
Marriage 

185 
WITNESSES. E&IS'I'RAOt. 

Name, if added after 
Registration of Birth. 1) Accoucheur. (2) Nurse by nature of District 

r Registrar. chomcertified. (3) Signature  
of Occupiers or other 

(2) Date, and 
here Registered. 

Witnesseo. 

CHILD. PARENTS. INFORMANT. 

52THER. Morass. 

No. en and where Name, and whether I 

- Signature, Description, and 

name of the Mother. (2) Age,1  Born, present or not. 
(1) Name and Surname. (2) Rank or When and where Married. 

(I) Name and Maiden Sur- Residence of Informant. 
Profession of the Father. (3) Age, Issue living and deceased. and (3) Birthplace. I 4 and (4) Birthplace. 

32  

(1) (1) 

I (2) (2) () I I' 1(2) 

I - (3) - i(s) 
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APPENDIX E. 

185 . MARRIA GE'S Solemnzerl in the District of in the Colons,' of New South Wiles. Reqistereci b4' 

No. When and where Married. Names and Surnames of the Parties. 

Condition of the 

(Bachelor or 
Spinster.) 

Birthplace. Rank or Profession. Ages. 
Parties.  

Usual Place of Residence. 
I 

I PARENTS. 

Names. 
 (Mother's Maiden Name.) 

Fathere 
Rank or Profession. 

Married in the This Marriage was 
- In the presence of us solemnized between us  

According to By (or before) me Officiating Minister or Registrar. 

APPENDIX' F. 

185 . DEATHS in the District of in the Golonsj of New Soul/i Wcles. Reaistered be 

No. 

ESCRIPTION. (1) Cause of Death, 
(2 Duration of last 

illness. 
(3) Medical Attendant by 

Name and Surname of 

Father and Mother, 

if known, 

[3] Signature, Descrip. 

tion, and Residence 

(I) Signature of District 

Registrar, 

IF BURIAL REGISTERED. 

When & where 

- 

Name &Religion 

Where Born, 

the Australian 

how long in  
IF DECEASED WAS MARRIED. 

i Issue in order Sex (1) Where, and When and where 
Died, 

Name and Surname, Rank 
or l'rolession, and whom Certified, and 

(4) \Vjien he last saw with Rank or Pro- 
Informant. of 

(2) Date, and Buried. of Minister, or 
Names of Colonie, at what of Birth, 

Age. 
Deceased. feeion. (3) Where Registered, Undertaker by 

whom Certified. Witnesses of otating which. 
Age, and to 
Whom, 

their Names 
Burial. 

 and Ages. 



36 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

APPENDIX G. 

NEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF THE CAUSE OF DEATH. 

To the Registrar of the District in which the undermentioned Death took place. 

I hereby certify that I attended aged. 

last birthday; that I last saw h on that he 

died on 

and that the cause of h death was— 

DURATION 

CAUSE OF DEATH. 
DISEASE. 

Primary 
Disease 
(a.) 

Secondary 
Disease I 
(S.) (if 
any.) 

at 

(Rave the goodness to state the Prirna)-/ and only the 
impsrtant Secondary Diseases.) 

Signed 

Proff. Title 

Address 

Theodore James .Jaques, Esq., called in and examined :— 

T. J. Jaques, 1. By the Chairman: I believe, Sir, you are Deputy Registrar at the General Registry 

Esq. Office? I am. 
--' 2. How long have you held that office? I have held the office of Deputy Registrar under 

16 June, 1858. the present Registrar General since the establishment of his office, in 187. I have held the 
same appointment since the year 1844 under the previous Registrars. I have been eighteen 
years and nine months in the department. Under the present Registrar I have the entire 
management of the Deeds Department. 
We have had it stated that there are some very considerable defects in the present records, 

ther causes? I have 
as to the effacing of the writing if time, or from o by the operaton o  
pointed out several of them to the present Registrar General. I also brought it under the 
notice of previous Registrars. The fading of the ink on the parchment is much more than 
what it appears to have been on the paper memorials. 
From your particular observation can you state what you deem the cause of this ? I can-

not say what is the cause of it—from the variety of parchrnents and the variety of ink : some 
have faded and others are perfectly legible. There is one deed, which I will show to the 
Committee, where there are apparently the best of parehments and the best of ink, written 
apparently at the same time, but still on some of the sheets the ink is materially faded, 
while on others it is perfectly legible. The cause I cannot in any way tell. 
The result of your observation is, that you cannot state, with any certainty of truth, what 

is the actual cause? No, I cannot. I have also a deed which has not been bound up, but 
kept in drawers. That is faded too, although apparently written with the best of ink—so 
that it does not appear to be the binding that is the sole cause of it. There are also the 
Acts of Council signed in the Government ink—containing the Governor General's 
signature—that is also faded. The only cause that I can assign is the acid or lime which is 
used in the preparation of the parchment. 
What do you think—having had so long an experience of these records—is the best 

remedy for these defects? I should recommend paper in preference to parchment, from my 
knowledge of the records in the office of old dates. The ink appears to last much better on 
paper than on parchment. There are the records of 1798, the old records from the year 
1800 to 1824; they still appear to be in a perfect state, and they are written upon paper. 
But they are liable to become faint? Yes, they are liable to fade, but not near so much 

as parchment. 
S. Then, with respect to these extreme cases of effacement or disappearance of the ink, what 
would you think the best course to take for their present restoration? I should recommend 
that attested copies, certified by the Registrar, be made of all now legible or which can be 
rendered legible by chemical means, and that they should be deemed of the same value as 
the originally deposited copy. 
By legal enactment? By legal enactment. 
And those you would have bound up as supplements? Yes, with proper references on 

the original copy. 
ii. As far as your observation goes, do you think paper would be preferable? I think so; 
proper paper. 
12. Approved paper? Yes, approved paper. 13. 



12-79 
ON THE REGISTRATION AND ?EtESERVATION OF RECORDS. 37 

You keep the indexes I think? I have kept the indexes since the year 1848. T. J. Jaques, 
I believe that you have made some new indexes? To a considerable extent. During Esq. 

over-hours I compiled an index from the year 1825 to 1837, as I found that all the indexes 
from the year 1825 to the time I commenced indexing (1848) were defective in some 16 June, 1858. 
respects. The index I compiled in over-hours was on a different arrangement to the present 
index, having a voiume to each letter and a larger description of the property set forth, and 
so that all parties divesting themselves of any interest are indexed. I may observe, that at 
present Mr. Duff, one of the other clerks, is doing the indexing under my superintendence. 
I was going to ask you whether there is a large amount of indexing to be renewed and 

perfected ? To perfect the indexes, it requires those from the year 1837 to 1848 to be 
re-examined, and fresh indexes made. 
Eleven years? Eleven years. 

Will that be a very tedious and expensive compilation—how long would it take a single 
person ? It will not be so very tedious. At that time it was principally by memorials, and 
the memorials are not so difficult to index as attested copies. 
You recommend that the indexes should be perfected? I would recommend that the 

index I compiled from 1825 to 1837 be perfected to 1848, and that it shall still be continued, 
as opportunity allows, to the present date. 

The great defect being in the descriptions of property? The descriptions of property 
and public deeds, such as sheriff's sales and bank deeds. Not having any definite mode of 
indexing, the duty devolviug upon any clerk that had leisure at the time, and each having 
his own method, there is great difficulty in searching, and the indexes ore likely to be faulty. 
rIl.ien  the indexes should be perfected under the eye of the head of the department? 

Yes; or one who thoroughly understood the indexing of deeds. 
Have you sufficient force in the office to do that now? We never have had. 
I suppose an additional clerk would do a great deal towards bringing up the arrears, 

under your supervision ? One or two. It would occupy one clerk fully twelve months t 
perfect that index to the year 1848—perhaps more. 
I believe the index is a general one that is kept in the office? Yes; a general one. 
Has it occurred to you whether a division of the country into districts would at all save 

trouble? I would recommend that the Colony be divided into several districts, or a stated 
number of districts, and that in every case each deed should specify that the property was 
situated in a certain district or districts; and that power should be given to the Registrar to 
refuse to register such deed unless the property was described as in a certain district, or: 
unless a surveyor's certificate to that effect was appended to the deed. 
Defining the position of the property? Yes; that it was in a certain district of the,  

Colony. Indexes and registers to these particular districts should be kept; there would then, 
be an index and a register for each particular district. 
How many divisions would you suggest the Colony should be divided into? From' 

twelve to twenty districts. It might be divided into parallel lines of longitude. 
Would not that be attended with considerable difficulty—longitudinal lines are not. 

marked down with a thread? Or some defined boundary, so that parties or surveyors would 
know the locality in which land was situated. 

You are aware that the country is divided into police districts? I believe it is. 
Supposing there was an index having reference to each police district, would that be a 

desirable mode of division, or would it facilitate by combining a certain number of districts 
together ? Yes; if it was laid down definitely what.those districts were, and all conveyances 
stated the land to be situated in a certain police district, and if it was not so stated on the 
deed at the time of tendering for registration it should be refused until a surveyor's certificate 
was added,stating where it was; and the Registrar should be relieved from all liability by 
registering it in that particular district, and if there be any error the Registrar should not be 
liable on account of such error of description. 
Could there be concurrently with that a general index, so as in case of any omission or 

error it could be a check ? That would entail the present laborious system and the new 
system also—it would be very tedious to work. The object in dividing the Colony into dis-
tricts would be to reduce the index so that parties searching would only search for a certain 
district. 

But I mean in this way: we will suppose a person coming to search for property in a 
given district—he would in the main be correct that it was in a particular district, and then 
his search would be extremely short; but supposing be could not find what he came to search 
for, and had any doubt about the matter, would not the general index be a sort of standby r 
He would acquire the same information by searching through all the districts if be had a doubt. 

Well, is that the mode, or is there any other mode different from the present mode of 
indexing that you recommend ? I would still recommend the alphabetical index for each 
police district. It might be that mortgages, leases, annuities, and deeds of a temporary nature 
should be kept in a separate register, and that upon the mortgage or other temporary estate 
ceasing, the Registrar should have power to mark off those as satisfied—to cancel, erase, or 
do troy them. This would materially reduce the records 
Then one would be an incumbrance-book ? Yes, for deeds of estates which ultimately 

cease. The other I should recommend as the absolute transfer-book. 
Do you possess any index to record judgments of the Suprenie Court which, under certain 

circumstances, affect property ? We have not. T.hey are not recorded in our office. 
Would it be desirable that these indexes of judgments, as made up, should be trans- 

ferred to the general registry ? I think so, I think that all judgments or instruments 
affecting real estate should be in the one department. I would also recommend that all tem-
porary estates, such as mortgages and other contingent estates, and annuity deeds, should be 
considered as expired and paid off, unless re-registered at intervals, say of twenty years. 
You would then only have to search back twenty years. 

272—L 36. 
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T. J. .Taques, 36. That would be a re-registration ? A re-registration of all temporary estates. 
1' 37. In default of which they should be assumed to be discharged? Yes. 

,-'---- 38. That, in fact, would be creating a Statute of Limitations upon these records? Yes. 
113 UUflC, 1,338. I believe the Chief Justice introduced it into the Upper House some time ago. There is also 

one recommendation with reference to the registration of conveyances and mort•ages I wish 
to make. I think they might be shortened. If the deeds stated that there were certain 
covenants, such as for further assurance, for peaceable possession, for the production of title 
deeds as set forth in the schedule, and that mortgages stated covenant to pay interest at a 
certain rate, quarterly, on days named, and the principal on a certain day—power for 
mortgagee to sell in case of default of payment of interest or principal—this should be deemed 
to embrace the full covenant as now set forth in the deed. 

Are you aware that a species of abridgment was attempted to be dealt with by an Act 
with regard to leases? It has been, and I find it adopted in most of time leases registered. 

In your experience of registering you find a number of leases in that abridged form? 

In the abridged form. 
Do you know in what preportion ? I think it is pretty generally adopted with regard to 

leases registered, excepting where they are printed forms of leases, such as in the case of the 
Point Piper Estate, and other large estates—I mean adopted in leases of short duration, say 

under twenty-one years. 
Are you. aware that very profound eotiveyancers have some difficulty in adopting these 

abridgments ? I am alluding to the registration copy, and not to time original, if those 
words were put in the registration copy, it should be deemed in law that in the original the 
full words were set out.. This is in order to do away with the lengthy registration copies. 
It seems to me to be useless that in every book the same words should be repeated so many 

thousand times. 
Bij Lila. Jones: So as to reduce the registration copy, in fact, to a sort of abstract? As 

to covenants, not an abstract of rentals. It is where the same words are so frequently repeated. 

By the Uhairman : Would there not be this difficulty, Mr. Jaques—that in case of a 
person haviig to act upon a particular covenant, in any given transaction, the abstract would 
not give him the precise terms of the covenant ? But if in law it was considered that it did, 
or that the original included the precise and full terms, lie would have the same remedy—the 
legal enactment makes it evidence that there was a covenant for such and such things on 
the registration copy, and that those should be considered as set out at full length on the 

original deed. 
You are aware, I believe, that the Bishop of Sydney's Secretary, Mr. James, has in his 

custody a large proportion of the registers of births, marriages, and deaths? I believe he 
has all relative to the Church of England prior to the passing of the General Registry Act. 
Do you conceive it important that these should be kept in the General Registry Office? 

I consider that all registrations of births, deaths, and marriages should be in one department; 

that even those which we have in the Deeds Branch department should be handed over to the 

Registrar General, to be included with his own records of births. The public may now, 
perhaps, on searching for a birth, have to search in three different offices—that is, in the 
Bishop's Registry Office, in our portion of the Registrar General's Department, which has 
the records of all dissenting bodies from the commencement up to 1856, and then from 1856 
to the present time they have to search in the Registrar General's branch. 

Then you think it is highly desirable that all these should be drawn into one focus? 

Into one focus. 
I believe you are well acquainted with the locality of the buildings of the Supreme 

Court? I am. 
Are you aware that the original wills are kept there in some particular place? They 

are kept in a portion of the building at the foot of the staircase. 
Have you looked to that with respect to its safety from fire? I have not inspected it 

minutely, but I see that it is a small place at time foot of the stairs, built of brick with a 
sheet iron top, and I believe it has a wooden door, but I am not certain. 

You think that is likely to be affected in time case of any intense heat in the building ? 
Doubtless; and the walls would be destroyed by the falling in of the other portion of the 

building. 
It contains the whole of time wills of the Colony—the original wills of deceased poisons 

would be destroyed ? Yes. 
What record would be then left with regard to the rights and properties of the public? 

As to wills ? 
As to wills—would there be any sort of record? None that I am aware of, except the 

probates. There is a book in which they used to be entered, but I believe that that has 

been discontinued. 
An index of particular wills ? An index of particular wills; but that would be 

destroyed with the building. 
And therefore the general rights of the public, as far as they are affected by wills, are 

at the mercy of mere chance? Yes. 
Do you think it desirable that these should be placed in safe custody in your office—

that is, supposing your office was safe? Yes; but our office is far more likely to be destroyed 
by fire than the Supreme Court. Presuming, however, that we had a fire-proof building, 
and sufficient accommodation, I think all wills might be deposited in our office, especially if 
they related to real estate. I was going to recommend that all wills devising or dealing 

uith real estate should be recorded in our registers. 
is that the case, do you know, in other registry offices ? I believe so. I think that 

wills devising real estate are so recorded. 
Where? I see that it is provided for in the Auckland Register, andalso in the 

Tasmanian, and I believe in the English. 
GO. Supposing any one was to bring a certified copy of a will to your office could you register 

that? 
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that? It is provided for in the present Act; but, not being compulsory, it is seldom done. T. J. 3apics, 
Then you would also recommend that, in addition to the wills, those instruments which Esq. 

affect real property in the Supreme Court in reference to judgments should also be trans- ""•" 
ferred, or some duplicate copy? Yes. 16 June, 1858. 

That would not be difficult, or very long, would it? I am not aware what the judgment 
record is. It comes more under Mr. Ilutehinson's observation (Chief Clerk of the Supreme Court.) 
Is your present building adapted, in point of size, to your business? It is in no way 

suitable for the purposes, neither as to accommodation or safety from fire. 
Do you think it would be, in case of any neighbouring fire, in imminent danger? No 

doubt of it. 
Of course you will come to the conclusion that it is desirable, at the nearest possible 

period, to have some proper and fire-proof building? Yes; that a proper building should 
be erected for the general registration of the whole Colony. 

I believe you have the partial custody of original wills of persons not deceased? Yes; 
deposited for safe custody until the death of the testator. 

That is merely a voluntary portion of the business-not at all a statute regulation? 
There is provision made in the Registration Act that they may be deposited. 

The public are not generally aware, I believe,, of that mode of custody? There are not 
very many wills deposited; between ninety and a hundred, perhaps. 

But can you judge whether the public are aware that they may place their deeds or 
wills in the custody of your office ? Only wills; they are not at liberty to place deeds 
there. I do not think it is generally known that such is the case. 
Do you think it desirable that some public notification should be given to the public 

that they may place these documents there ? I think it is desirable that it should be 
generally known, and that both original deeds as well as wills might be deposited, and that 
the deposit of deeds should satisfy the, covenant for production. 

The original deeds of a title might be deposited, with proper indexes for immediate 
reference, and that the due authentication of that should satisfy the covenant for production? 
Yes. 

Would that be a desirable arrangement as to the public? I think so. 
Both as to the parties eovenanting and the parties to be protected by covenants? In both 

instances. Of course the production from our office should be deemed as evidence of the deed. 
Of course that could not be done without an enlarged office? There would have to be 

a large room provided for that purpose, and unless it was a safe building the public would of 
course not deposit their deeds with the Registrar; but with a proper building I think it 
would be general-that the deeds of subdivided estates would be deposited. 

What is the amount of your salary, Mr. Jaques? At present it is £350. 
I believe you are an attorney? I am an attorney and solicitor. 
Do. you carry on a private practice? I occasionally prepare deeds for relations and 

friends; but that is in the evening, and does not in any way interfere with my duties at the 
office; and I wish it to be understood that the index which I compiled from 1825 to 1837 
was entirely extra work. I felt an interest in the department, and I compiled that index 
by ext.ra work, for which I had no remuneration. 

Was it at your own suggestion? At my own suggestion. 
B .iJfr. Smith: Do you know if the wills in the Supreme Court are in a dry state, or 

damp? I do not know. 
Has it ever happened that you have seen those wills in the course of business? I have 

seen them, when I belonged to the Court, and they seemed to me to be in a dry tate; but 
this was before they were put in the room at the foot of the stairs. 
You have not been into the compartment in which they are now deposited? . No. 

8. You are not aware whether it is a dry or a .damp place? No. 
From it-, locality do you think it is dry? I should say not. 
Is there any ventilation? None. 
Is it below the pavement or above it? It is above the pavement. 
Underneath the staircase? Underneath the staircase. 
It is an iron roof? Yes. 
And a wooden door? I cannot say: I think it is. 
And no means of ventilation? No means of ventilation. 
By M. Hay: Where were those registers that are now found to be fading-where were 

they kept previous to their removal to the present office? In a building between St. James' 
Church and the Court House. That building was very damp. I pointed out to the Chief 
Justice, on one or two occasions, the damp state of the records in that building. 

By .M'r. Smith: Do you mean the new wing? Where the Insolvent Court now is. 
By Mr. flat,: Is the house in which they are now lodged perfectly dry? It is perfectly 

dry and warm where they are now kept. 
Do you think any of the registers suffered from damp in the old building? Yes, I 

think many of them suffered from damp. But I would observe that the ink still fades, 
notwithstanding their being in a dry room; and eve n documents which we have received 
since we have been in Castlereagh-stre.et  it is pereeptble that they fade. 

By Mr. Smith: Do they all fade, or do some fade and others retain their colour? Some 
fade, and some only parts of them fade -apparentlywhere the sheep has been diseased, or 
from some particular cause in the parchment. 
Do you notice a difference in the deeds from different solicitors' offices, written with 

different inks? No; some from each office are faded. It appears to me that it is more the 
parchment than the ink, on account of our own ink fading. We are supplied with the best 
ink, and we find our ink fade as well as the solicitors'. 
Are you aware whether any particular kind of ink is used in England for valuable 

records? I am not aware. 
By Mr. Hay: You are not aware whether this ink, though supplied by Government, is 

in 
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T. J. Jaques, in reality the best ink? I am not aware. I only presume so from the fact that it is supplied 
Esq. to the Government as the best ink. 
-- 98. Are you not aware that Government stationery is very bad? I am quite aware of that. 

16 June, 1858. 99. By the (Yhai,man : But you think the ink is an exception ? No. It is only supplied 
to us as the best. I find that our ink fades as well as the solicitors' ink. 

In some eases perhaps it fades more than in others ? There is one deed you will 
observe written on ten or twelve sheets of parchment; some parts are faded and some legible. 
They were apparently written with the same ink, and at the same time. 

Written at the same time. Where different inks are used one portion will fade where 
another portion written with another sort of ink has not faded ? No, I cannot say that. 
The ink on certain skins is faded in places notwithstanding the use of the same ink. 

I omitted to ask you about the present system of searching: that is, I believe, the 
right of the public at present? It is done by the public at present. 

And certain precautions are taken to prevent any tatupering with the records? Yes; 
but, notwithstanding that precaution, I think that the public, if they had an evil intent, 
could so materially alter the index that it would throw a searcher entirely off the title. 

It could be done? It could be done. 
And it might be done, and years pass over without detection ? Yes, without it being 

detected. In one instance I discovered that such an alteration had taken place; it was in 
the name of Bluck, a person residing on the Surry Hills. The name had been changed by 
joining the top of the it and making it Black. There are many names-the public having 
free use of the index-that could be totally changed by a trifling alteration :-" Hill" to 
"FlaIl," " Peck" to "Peek," "ilore" to " Flow," "Barber" to "Barker," and so on. 

There is a risk of that, notwithstanding the utmost vigilance? Yes. 
And that would cause considerable inconvenience? It would perhaps lead an attorney 

into a serious error. 
Not only the attorney but the public? No doubt the purchaser would suffer. 
Then what do you recommend as a change upon this? I should recommend that the 

searches be made by efficient parties appointed in the department. They would have to be 
competent parties, with some knowledge of the deeds they would have to inspect. 

Would a person educated in that way search with greater facility, greater rapidity, 
and greater certainty than any casual searcher? No doubt; becoming acquainted with the 
indexes and registers he would make a search in a much quicker time than a stranger 
unconnected with the department. 

Now, for instance, there are several extensive properties in this country I believe you 
could lay your finger upon in much shorter time than anybody else? In a much shorter time. 

And so it would be with any competent person who made it a study? Yes; they 
would also keep a copy of every search they had made and then upon a subsequent requisition 
they would only have to continue the search. Though an extensive work in the first instance, 
it would gradually decrease, as they would have a copy-search against the large land dealers. 

Do you think a fee would pay the expense of that? Yes; and I think the attorneys 
generally would agree to it; but I think power should be given and reseived to the public 
to make the search, accompanied by these searchers, in case they wished to inspect any 
particular deed theniselves. 

Then the office in that ease of taking the searches would also have the right of furnish-
ing copies? The office now furnishes all copies, but at certain times the copying clerk is so 
engaged that he cannot get it done sufficiently quick, and then the attorney sends an engrossing 
clerk, and we charge the same fee as if the copy had been made by the department. 

Then you recommend that that course should be adopted? I think the searching 
should be done by the department. 

And that it might be covered by the fees? By the fees. 
There would, of course, be great responsibility-how would you arrange that? I should 

think that the Registrar or searching clerk should not be responsible unless carelessness were 
proved. You see, in searching the attorney is now acquainted with the title, either by abstract 
or otherwise, whereas the searching clerk, not having that knowledge, might concieve that the 
property did not affect the particular property for which search was being made, and might 
pass over where the description was so vague that he could not tell the precise locality of the 
land; but the attorney, having a knowledge of the locality from the abstract, and from con-
versation with his client, would know of these particolar localities 

Then you think the office should not be responsible? Yes-not respsible. 
Do you think the public would be satisfied with that arrangement? I think the public 

would be satisfied if competent persons were appointed, and the Government, no doubt, for 
their own credit, would do all they could to ensure careful searching. 

But, in cases of gross negligence you think there should be a responsibility? Yes; 
for gross negligence or tampering the clerk should be responsible. 

Do you not think it desirable wills should be also registered before probate was granted? 
Yes. 

A simpler plan would be, I apprehend, to enact that all wills should he registered. 
There would be no objection to that course, would there? No, except from expense to the 
public. It should not be a very heavy expense. 

By Mr. Hay: Wills relating to mere personal property would not be necessary? No. 
By Mi.. Snsith: Do you not think it more likely mistakes would be made in the event 

of wills which convey or devise real estate only being registered, and those in reference to 
personal property not-if it were known that all wills must be registered there would be less 
liability to error? Yes, there might be. 

And the expense would not be very heavy? No. 
In fact, I presume, the expense would depend upon the length of the will? Yes. 
A short will would be comparatively inexpensive? Yes. 
Looking at the signatures you have seen from time to time of the various officials in 

public 
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public offices, do not you think it very desirable that caution should be given to these gen- T. J. J.qtcs, 
-tiemen not to blot their signatures, to prevent them fading away? Yes, but in cases Es1. 

such as my own signature, which is written sometimes sixty or seventy times a day, it would ' 
be impossible without incurring the liability of their being smeared. There are so many 16 June, LSoS. 

signatures at one time in a deed, that unless you blotted them you could not put the deed 
away; the affidavit being on one side and the receipt on the other, for instance. 

It is beyond a doubt that blotted signatures fade more rapidly than those which are not 
blotted? I believe that some cause of the fading is too quickly blotting. 

By the chairman: Perhaps you have something more to state to the Committee? 
I was going to point out that the great difficulty we have now in the indexing and searching 
is from the want of a consecutive trace of the titles. It not being compulsory, many parties 
omit to register deeds, and the title is then taken up at a distant interval; so that I. think 
registration should be eothpulsory, or that validity should be given to registered deeds over 
unregistered deeds. 

Without retaining equities? Without retaining equities. Also deeds by endorsement 
are so frequently indefinite that it is impossible to tell who is the vendor or the mortgagor, 
and without reference to the deed upon which they are endorsed. There are also innumerable 
subdivisions of properties without defining the starting point, or the lociIity of the land. 

By Mr. S,nith: In point of fact, a property may have been re-coiiveyed by one of those 
deeds by endorsement, as you term them, and yet no proof of the re-conveyance may exist at 
the registry office; and a party going to the registry office would imagine that the person 
who possessed the estate by virtue of the original deed still possesses it? They could not 
tell whether the mortgage had been re.conveyed or not by the copy endorsement registered. 

The mortgagee would still appear to be in possession? The mortgage would still appear 
to be outstanding. Then there is the case of single women. The females being married the con-
veyances appear in the name of the husband, and there is a difficulty we always have in search-
ing, thus i—Ann Jones possesses property, and we would know where to find it., but she may 
marry Thomas Smith, and the transfer would appear in the name of Thomas Smith and his wife. 

Bq Mr. Hwj  : You think it is necessary that there should be something to show the 
connection? Where a husband sells by right of his wife it should state, as in the case of 
Ann Jones, Thomas Smith and Ann his wife, formerly Ann Jones. If upon the deed it 
disclosed the fact that the husband was Selling by right of his wife, and that she bore the 
name of the original proprietor, then we should be enabled to index it,—Ann Jones (now 
Smith) and Thomas Smith, with the consent of his present wife (Ann Smith). The difficulty 
is not knowing the change from the letter J to the letter S. 

Bj Mr. Smith: But I apprehend you would have both the letter J and the letter S, 
and that in the case of Thomas Smith and wife (late Ann Jones) your record would be, on 
the one side Smith and wife, and on the other Ann Jones (now Smith) ? Yes. I would also 
recommend that the deeds deposited or registered should be duplicates instead of copies, with 
the signature of either party, purchaser or vendor, because if it were the duplicate of the 
deed it would be future evidence against them. The copy deed now is signed by either party.,  
either the purchaser or vendor, and of course the purchaser's signature could not be taken as 
evidence against the vendor. 

By the chairman: You recommend that it should be a duplicate? Yea; shortened in 
the way I formerly mentioned. 

By  Mr. Smith: Signed by all the parties to the deed? Signed by all the parties; and 
that in cases where they could not get a duplicate signed they should deposit a copy and the 
original. The copy could be bound up in the ordinary size and refer to the original. I 
would also mention, that in many of the original grants from the Crown the- description is 
indefinite—not setting forth the counties or parishes, and that that same blank is perpetuated 
in all conveyances. That is a great difficulty also in searching. In other cases the land is 
situated in both counties, of which I have shewn a list here. (Witness handed in the same. 
Vide Appendix A.) 

By Mi. Hay: In this case, at the time that land was granted it was not within any 
county—it was beyond the original- boundary? Still there are instances in the known 
counties where they have omitted to put in the county or parish. - 

Do those instances occur of late? Some still occur. 
BY the (]/ain,,ian: The parish would be unnamed in more than three out of four 

instances? Yes; but it is in the counties where the difficulty arises. You may search and find 
that the land is at Violet Creek, but you cannot get the information where that Yiolet Creek is. 

By Mr. hay: Did I understand you to suggest the division of the index according to 
the police districts? Either police districts or other defined divisions of the Colony. 

You are aware, with reference to a great portion of the grants, that they have been 
described as in certain counties? That has been the rule hitherto. 

The boundaries of those counties having been defined and proclaimed? Yes. 
Then it would entail a considerable degree of inconvenience if with respect to the 

registry any other division were now to be adopted? To those past registers; but I am 
speaking of the subsequent registers taking the police districts or other defined boundaries. 

You are aware that the survey has been conducted with reference to the boundaries of 
counties and not with respect to the boundaries of pOlice ditricts? Yes; I am aware that 
it ha' been pineipahly according to the counties. - - - - 

The boundary of a police district as now proclaimed might go right through the centre 
of an estate? - Oh 1  yes.  

Of which there was but one
- 
 grant? Of which :thei.e was but one grant, as it does now 

in s.ime instances, going through counties, as illustrated in this Appendix, A—there are 1,900 
acres of land ptrt in the County of Bathurst and part in the County of Wellington. 

In one deed? Yes. 
There was no necessity for that? I do not know; but it was laid out by Government 

surveyors; that is the difficulty we should experience in keeping county registers. 
You would have, I presume, to have all such deeds registered in the register for each 

county? Yes, where land lay in both counties, in each county, or each police district. 
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GRAwrEE5. LOCALITY or LAND GRANTED, AS DESCRIBED IN GRANT. QUANTITY. I ' - 

u.J 

Qc 
PAGE IN 

REMARKs. BooK. 

Black J. H......................... 

Broughton W. H................... 

Campbell R. M..................... 

Campbell J., and others ............ 

Collits Pierce ...................... 

DuttonW. H....................... 

GreenE. B.......................... 

Green James ...................... 

Harrison Benjamin C.............. 

Hassall Rev. Thos., and another...... 

Hatfield John R................... 

Hughes John T..................... 

Jamison Sir John .................. 

Jamieson Hugh .................... 

Lawson Nelson S................... 

Lowe J. W.......................... 

Martin Robert...................... 

Middleton James .................. 

Newcombe George W............... 

Newton Joseph .................... 

Counties of Bathurst and Wellington, at junction of frederick's Valley Creek, with 1 
Blackman's Swamp ........................................................5 

Atthe Burroowa River ........................................................... 

Counties Camden and Argyle, at Wingello ........................................ 

AtDungangera, on the Burroowa River .......................................... 

AtCooroindra, on the Belubula River ............................................. 

AtCooradigbee, on the Murrumbidgee River ...................................... 

AtBookham, on Bogolong Creek ................................................. 

AtJugiong, on the road to Victoria ............................................... 

AtDowning, on the road from Yass to Victoria ................................... 

At Congera, near Mount Connemumbola, on the Burroowa River .................... 

AtViolet Creek ................................................................ 

Do. 

Counties Roxburgh and Hunter .................................................. 

Parish of Kaugerong, near Mount Martha, Colony of Victoria ...................... 

At Bonyamurra or Harrison's Plains, on Coolaburragundy Creek .................... 

AtBolaro, on the Talbragar River ................................................ 

AtCobborab, on the Talbragar River............................................... 

At Reedy Creek, on Port Phillip Road ............................................ 

AtViolet Creek ................................................................ 

At Bowning Creek, on the road from Yass to Victoria .............................. 

a. r.p. 
1,920 00 

1,280 0 0 

601 0 0 

1,280 0 0 

317 0 0 

2,560 0 0 

500 

500 

200 

960 0 0 

500 

10 0 32 

1,920 0 0 

5,120 0 0 

1,920 0 0 

1,280 0 0 

1,280 0 0 

200 

600 

500 

Grants of Land, B 5 ........ 

Grants of Land, B 3 ........ 

Grants of Land, A 3 ........ 

Grants, G 2................ 

Grants of Land, B 3 ........ 

Grants of Land, B 5 ........ 

Land Purchases, 10 ........ 

Land Purchases, 13 ........ 

Land Purchases, 10 ........ 

Grants, G 2 ................ 

Land Purchases, 9 .......... 

do. 

Grants of Land, B 4 ........ 

Land Purchases, 12 ........ 

Grants of Land; B 3 ........ 

do. 

do. 

Land Purchases, 13 ........ 

Land Purchases, 9 ........... 

Land Purchases, 10 ........ 

164 

29 

162 

69 

130 

36 

162 

101 

3 

41 

181 

191 

73 

3 

172 

36 

97 
09 

87 

245 

Special Survey. 
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THURSDAY, 29 JULY, 1858. 

jrtøi1t : 

Ma. hAY, Ma. OWEN, 

Ma. SMITH. 

ROBERT OWEN, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR. 

John Smith, Esq, M.D., Professor of Chemistry to the University of Sydney, called in and John Smitl, 
examined :— 

Esq., M.D. 

By the Chairman: 
Have youexamined the records in the Registrar General's Office on 

parchment? Yes, certain of them. The Registrar General shewed me a great variety of 
29 July, 1858. 

specimens, and I think some of the most illegible he had in his possession. 
Did you observe them generally as well? Yes; I looked over a number of volumes. 
Did you find diffierent degrees of legibility in the writing? Yes, from perfect legibility 
p to perfect illegibility. Some of the writing could not have been deciphered by the most 

practised eye. 
I believe your previous studies have enabled you to judge what is likely to be the cause 

of this illegibility? only, perhaps, to a limited extent. With regard to the action of 
parchment upon ink, I am not prepared to say what the peculiar action is. The general 
nature of the action is obviously this,—the organic acid of the ink has been destroyed. 

By Mr. Hay: By what? I am not prepared to say. I cannot tell what particular 

action of the parchment should have caused that effect. 
By the Chairman: Con you state whether the illegibility of the writing has arisen from 

the ink or from the parchment? In looking over the books at first I had great difficulty 
in making up my mind. In some places one would say, almost at once, that it must be the 
ink ; in others, they would be equally inclined to say it must be the parchment. If one 
wanted to make out a theory either way he could get examples to bear it out. Upon the 
whole, however, I think the effect must be attributed chiefly to the parchment. I am inclined 
to think there are cases which you must attribute to the ink; but certainly there are cases 
where apparently the very same ink has been used, and where you have legibility in one 
case and illegibility in the other: so that I must attribute most of the effect to the parchment. 
.7. Have you observed the paper records of the office? Yes. I was shewn a number of 
paper records, some of them very old—fifty years old at least. 
What is the result of your opinion from that examination? In some cases, certainly, the 

writing has faded a little, but not so much as to be illegible. The worst specimens I saw 

were perfectly readable. 
And the worst specimens on the parchment —? Were perfectly illegible. Those 

accustomed to such writing could not make out the words. 
1 0. Looking to the paper as it has been used,without, perhaps, any particular selection of it, and 
looking to the parchment as it stands on the records, what is the result of your opinion as to 
the preferability of one to the other? My impression is that, upon the whole, paper will be 
safer than parchment. There are some specimens of parchment where the writing is as bright 
,as when first written, but the greater portion of the writing is faded, more or less. None of 
the parehrnents I have seen are very old; and if the fading goes on the probability is that in 
the majority of cases the writing will become illegible in a few years, whereas in the paper 
documents, after fifty years, the fading has gone on to a very slight extent. The reason of 
the fading, as I have said, must be the destruction of the organic acid. Ink is a compound 
of gallotannie acid and iron. This gallotannic acid gets destroyed—I would not say in what 
manner, but we know that such organic acids are easily destroyed. Gallotannic acid is 
destroyed by most alkaline substances, and parchment is prepared, I believe—I do not know 
the actual process—by means of lime or chalk. Now, lime is an alkaline substance, and 
will destroy ink. If, then, we suppose that some lime has been left in certain specimens, 
while it has been thoroughly removed from others, that would be a very probable ground of 
the difference. In those skins where a little lime had been left, the action of that would 
destroy the ink. Further, with regard to parchment, I have noticed that those skins that 
are most illegible have a very smooth surface, and give you an idea of a slightly greasy 
surface. Now, grease is of an acid nature, chemically considered, or very liable to turn 
acid ; and I could easily imagine, although I do not know that such an effect occurs, that 
the greasy or oily matter left in the skin might. destroy the ink. 
Those accustomed to write on parchment find a great difficulty in getting the ink to sink 

into greasy pa
rchment—it seems to remain on the surface—have you observed that? The 

only thing in connection with that I can say I observed was, that in certain cases, where 
erasures had been made, where the original word had been scratched out, and a new word 
written in, the new word was much more legible than the others; shewing that where the 
ink had an opportunity of sinking into the parchment the writing was much more permanent. 
You are aware that in writing upon parchment the writers almost universally apply 

some substance calledpounce, cuttlefish, or something of a limy nature, in order that the 
writing may remain? If any of these compounds used contained lime it would be in the 
state of carbonate of lime, and would not have the same injurious effect as quick lime. My 
impression is, that in the original preparation of parchment carbonate of lime is sometimes 
used, and at other times quicklime; the quicklime would probably be more dangerous if any of 
it were left in the parchment. What I have said about the action of these matters upon the 
ink refers only to writing ink; printing ink would not be acted upon by any of these 
substances that I speak of. Printing ink is perfectly indelible; there is no method known 
of destroying the black of which it is composed without destroying the fabric upon which 

 it is printed. 
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John Smith, 13 By Mi'. Hay: What is it composed of? The basis is lampblack, and inks have been Esq, M.D. 
prepared for writing with having a basis of lampblack, and that would be utterly indestructible 
by ordinary agency—by any that would not destroy the fabric. 29 July, 185. 
14. By the Cha&man: Even though it were written on inferior parchment? Nothin in 
parchment of any sort will destroy the black of lampblack. 

g 
 

By Mr. Smith: IS the lampblack writing ink made nov? I believe it is, but it is not 
in common use; I believe the difficulty is in making it flow easily from the pen and getting it 
to sink into the paper. Various methods have been tried to make an indelible ink that will 
flow from the pen. I know some patents have been taken out for indelible inks, and many 
fluids have been tried to suspend lampblack; because you must have a fluid which will hold 
lampblack in supension. One plan was to dissolve gluten of wheat in weak acetic acid, and 
then to mix lampblack with it. 
By the Uhairman: You are fully acquainted with the materials that compose paper? 

Yes. I do not know all the details of the process now-a-days. 
Do you consider well made paper very lasting in its nature? Yes; pure paper is a very 

unchanging substance; it is a substance extremely little liable to change, and not likely to act 
upon any of the organic acids that common ink contains. 

So that writing upon paper, under all circumstances, must be less liable to be rendered 
illegible than upon parchment ? If pure paper were used that would be the case. The ink 
might still fade, from atmospheric influences or from damp; because other things will act upon 
the acid of ink besides the fabric upon which it is written. Ink made of logwood instead of 
pure gall nuts will be more likely to fade. With pure paper there would be no bad influence 
of the paper upon the ink, for the chemical substance that forms the pure paper is remarkably 
inert. 

Will you have the goodness to state what pure paper should be composed of? Pure 
paper should be made from clean linen rags, and if bleaching substances be employed, they 
ought to be thoroughly washed out of it. I believe it to be possible to make flue paper 
without employing such bleaching agencies as would destroy the purity of the substance. 
For example, you might employ linen that has been bleached upon the grass in the sun, and 
where this natural bleaching process has been employed without any chemical bleaching 
agency you would have a pure substance, for clean pure linen is almost a pure chemical 
substance, being a specimen of almost pure cellulose. This cellulose you would obtain if you 
used no chloride of lime in bleaching, but simply the sun and air; and it is an unchangeable 
inert chemical substance, and is not known to act in any way upon the organic acids of ink. 
Paper prepared in that way would be very durable—it would last for centuries? So far 

as we know, it would never of itself decay. There is nothing inherent that will cause decay, 
provided it be kept in a moderately dry atmosphere. 

Then is it the general result of your opinion that paper would be preferable to parch-
ment in records of this description ? On the whole, I think it would be more easy to secure 
good pure paper than to secure good sound parchment, and good pure paper is more certain 
to retain writing than parchment. 

And, therefore, if you had the direction of the material for these records you would 
prefer paper to parchment? That is my opinion. Arrangements could be made with a first 
class manufacturer to supply the paper especially for this purpose, in which no material 
should be employed that would be likely to have any action upon the ink; and I believe such 
papers are made for various purposes, where no chloride of lime is used, or where none is 
allowed to remain. Then the ink must be carefully prepared also; but I believe the best 
methods of making good writing ink are well known now, and a particular variety of ink 
might be obtained, such as I believe is now used in the Registrar General's Office in England. 
Do you know what that is composed of? All the best black writing inks are composed 

essentially of an infusion of gall nuts and sulphate of iron, with a little gum to give a-  slight 
thiekishness to it. When other things are put in it is generally to make the ink cheaper. 
I presume there would be no difficulty in a manufacturer putting a mark upon the paper 

prepared in the way you suggest? No difficulty. What are called water-marks could be 
introduced in the preparation. 

So as clearly to distinguish it as registry paper? Yes; there would be no difficulty; it 
could easily be distinguished from all other. - 
By 31r. Smith: 

I judge from your evidence that you think it would be most essential 
that the Government here should import the best paper for registration purposes, and also 
the best ink ? I have heard that suggestion made, and I think, on the whole, it is a very 
good suggestion. I think that would secure a supply of the finest paper, and certainly it 
could be no hardship upon those who prepare deeds that they should have to apply to a 
certain office for the necessary paper. 

It might be done in this way: The Government might import the paper, and place it in 
the hands of agents, in the same way as postage stamps, for sale—the Registrar General being 
instructed to receive no deeds for registration but those written on this paper, bearing the 
stamp of the office? I think, upon the whole, that would be a good plan, and it would be 
an additional cheek upon the genuineness of these documents if none were legal except those 
written on the authorised paper. 

Without this precaution, even if we decided that paper should be the eubstance on which 
these deeds should be written, the registered copy would always be liable to obliteration when 
the paper was bad ? I think that liability would be very small, because paper, as a general 
rule, now-a-days is so good; but still a little extra precaution would be highly desirable; 
and this might be taken by getting the paper made expressly for the purpose by a first class 
manufacturer. 

No private inconvenience would result from that cause, as it would be very easy for lawyers 
or law stationers to get a supply of this paper from the Registrar General's Office ? I thick 

there 
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there would be no inconvenience. 'I do not think it would be a very expenEive proces, for J'n Sm', 
very fine paper is not much dearer than inferior paper. 
30.. The difference of cost would be almost infinitessimal ? Upon individual documents 
would be very trifling. 188 . 

In looking through the books in the Registrar General's Office have you noticcd that 
two deeds written on the same day, within a few hours of each other, and bearing Mr. Ja1 ues' 
signature, signed with the same ink, there is a great difference with regard to the legibility 
of the writing—does not that case shew that it is the parchment that has affected the legibility, 
and not the ink ? That is one of the cases which shew that the parchment is in fault. 
Are there cases where on the same sheet of parchment there are different inks in different 

states of preservation ? There again the fault might be attributed to the ink—certain 
descriptions of ink may be more likely to be acted on by the deleterious ingredient in the 
parchment than others. 

Upon the whole you think the parchment is more in fault than the ink ? That is my 
general impression, from looking over a great many pages. 
By Mr. Hay: In examining these paper records did you observe any cases of fading in 

them ? Yes, of fading, but not to a great extent; the worst writing I saw upon paper is 
quite readable. 

35 Does paper or parchment suffer most from damp ? I cannot answer that question, for I 
do not know the action of damp upon parchment. Paper is not liable to great injury from 
moderate dampness; it will stand a damp atmosphere for a long time. 
Do you know what is the substance of the most ancient MS, that have come down to us, 

and of those of the middle ages ? I have not considered that matter. 
You are aware that there are very old parchments and vellums on which the writing is 

in a state of very great preservation ? It is a matter I have not gone into, but it is likely 
they used inks with a permanent black basis—lampblack, or some other carbonaceous basis— 
like the China ink of the present day. This is an indelible ink, because the black basis is 
carbonaceous. 

Is there not a difficulty in getting paper of sufficient tenacity to stand the wear and tear 
of much handling? Ordinary paper, of course, would not stand the same amount of handling 
as parchment. Paper can be made very tenacious, about as tenacious a parchment; but 
that involves manipulations that might injure the paper with relation to the ink. I know 
one method of producing very strong paper, but that would cause doubt in my mind as to 
the advisability of using it. If paper is drawn through diluted sulphuric acid, and washed 
thoroughly in clean water, the chemical nature of the paper is changed, and it becomes 
nearly as strong as parchment; but I would not say that it would be safe to use it with 
common writing ink. 

You think there might be a danger of injuring its quality as a recipient of ink? I 
think there might be a danger. If there were the least speck of acid not washed out it 
would injure the ink. 

Is there any method of chemical analysis by which the quality of the paper could be 
easily ascertained? It would be difficult, because a minute quantity of matter left in the 
paper, which could scarcely be detected by analysis, might, in prccess of years, act upon the 
ink. We know that these infinitessimal quantities of matter which we can scarcely detect 
or estimate will, if they have plenty of time, produce very obvious effcets. 
Do you think you might in this way ascertain if the paper were really unfit for the 

purpose—if it were decidedly bad, would the quantity of the injurious matter be so small as 
to render it difficult to detect? In case the paper were decidedly bad I think the chemical 
tests would ascertain it. 

With regard to ink, is it easy by analysis to find out whether it is good or bad? No, 
it is very difficult; you must try the ink, or trust to the manufacturer. 

Might not a quantity of the ink used in the office be always kept on hand for the purpose 
of testing any fresh ink before the latter was used ? You could scarcely test it; age is the 
only satisfactory test. 

Is there no way, by exposure to the atmosphere; or to damp, to anticipate the gradual 
effects of age? I do not think so. You might in the case of very bad ink accelerate the 
change by some contrivance, and see;in the course of a very short time, that it is liable to 
fade; but I think that would be the case only with very bad ink. I do not think you could, 
in a limitedtune, imitate the effect of long exposure to the air. 
You do not think exposure to a very unusual extent to the air would produce the same 

effect as the usual exposure for a long continued period? I do not think it would. 
In one of these books, if not very much used, there can be very little exposure to the 

air? In a chemical point of view they are exposed to the air. The gases permeate in a 
remarkable way between the leaves, and if this obliteration is caused by an oxidizing process, 
which is not at all unlikely, enough air would get between these leaves to produce that 
oxidization. The quality of the ink might perhaps be determined by the use of weak 
bleaching agents, but I would scarcely venture to propose that as a means of testing it. 
Common writing ink is easily bleached. 
By Mr. &nzIh: I think you said that in the Registration Office at home they do use a 

particular kind of ink? I believe so. 

Would it not be the safest plan to use the same here? I think so. No doubt they have 
taken means to ascertain what is the best ink. 
By the Chairman: You have been in the Registry Office? Yes, examining the docu-ments there. 

Is it sufficiently aired and warmed, do you suppose, for the ordinary purpose of preserving 
deeds—is it so situated, or is the house so constructed, as to be the best adapted to preserve 
them from damp? I would not like to give an opinion upon that subject. The house 
I think is well euough situated; perhaps the ventilation might be improved; but I merely 
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John Smith, went into the house for a special purpose, and I did not pay much attention to the arrange- 
sq., ment. I think a place where written documents are kept should be well ventilated, and that 

means should be taken to keep it reasonably warm. A moderately warm dry atmosphere I 
29 July, 188. believe to be most favorable to the preservation of written documents. 

Have you been in the Will Office at Doctors Commons? No; but I have seen state-
ments that many documents in the Registar General's Office in England have been destroyed 
by being kept in a damp cellar. 
In the construction of a building for the preservation of records, will you state of what 

indestructible material it should be built—whether the prevalence of iron would be at all 
injurious? I think the prevalence of iron would not be injurious. I think ordinary fire-
proof materials, stone or iron, might be used without any risk. No doubt, if the place were 
damp, iron would rust, and might communicate stains and other damage to the books, but 
on the supposition that the building was kept dry and reasonably warm, I think there would 
be no risk from the use of iron. 
83. It should be well drained? Yes, and ventilated, and means should be taken for keeping 
it properly warm in cold weather, not that I attach much importance to the state of the 
temperature, but I would keep it warm in order to keep it dry. 
By M. Smith: If it were built of stone a fire would draw from the stones any damp 

that might be in them? Yes. There is a method of plastering houses here which I have 
not seen elsewhere; I refer to the plaster being put upon the stone without laths. I think, 
in building a registration office, the rooms should be lathed as well as plastered. 
Do you not think the room would be better if there were merely bare walls without 

plaster ? I think that might be better, excepting that here you have the disadvantage of 
porous stone. 
Do you not think it would be desirable to build the Registrar General's Office on a plan 

of this kind :—To have an inner room surrounded by an outer wall to withstand the weather, 
with a space between the outer and inner walls, and to place a layer of cement and slate 
between the ground and the upper courses, to prevent the damp from the ground rising 
through the wails? I have no doubt, with fires inside to keep the place warm, such a 
building would be perfectly dry. 

By Mr. Hay: Is it not necessary with the usual building stone of Sydney to paint the 
walls, in order to prevent damp from penetrating? Some impervious material ought to be 
put on, and paint is the most convenient. They are now employing in England a kind of 
glaze or silicated varnish. 

By the (Yliairman : Might not wooden shelves be so prepared as not to be destructible 
by fire ? I believe wood can be rendered, not indestructible by fire, but so that it will not 
easily take fire. 
That it would not be very liable to ignition ? It could be made so that it would not be 

liable to ignition. 
Would that be a dry material for shelves for books to rest upon? I would prefer wood 

properly seasoned, and not so prepared. If the office were in a stone building like what has 
been spoken of, there would be no possibility of external fire touching it. Shelves of well- 
seasoned wood, without further preparation, would be quite sufficient. 
Would they be preferable to stone shelves? I think so; stone shelves would take up 

a great deal of space, and I think it would be preferable to have wood as shelves, with which 
the leather binding of books would come in contact. 
Have you any further information to furnish the Committee with respecting the matters 

upon which you have been examined? Nothing further occurs to me at present. 
Will you have the kindness to look at the Bill now before this Committee, which has 

passed the Legislative Council, called "An Act for the b(tter preservation of Registered 

"Instruments." The preamble of this Bill mentions that at present the law requires deeds 
and other instruments registered to be on parchment, and states that "it is expedient that 
the law in this respect should be altered, and that copies for registration should hereafter 
be on paper, and that fresh copies on paper should be substituted for certain copies upon 
"vellum and parchment, already partially obliterated." Is it your opinion that this is 
expedient? I think on the whole it is expedient. 
I think you have stated that some of the records are quite illegible, and that others are 

nearly so? Yes. 
I believe you have made some small experiment as to the restoration of the writing so as 

to render it more legible? Yes. On examining the worst specimens I found there was still 
a faint trace of the oxide of iron left from the ink,—the organic acid had gone, the black 
color had gone, but there was a faint trace of the iron basis. I then went on the supposition 
that we might restore the original acid, and accordingly I moistened a corner where the 
writing was perfectly illegible I could make nothing out of it myself, even using a lens I 
could not read a word or recognize a letter. I then moistened a portion with an infusion of 
gall nuts, which contain the same acid that was in the ink. In this particular case the 
original ink had been blue, so that I do not think this quite so favorable a trial as it would 
have been if the original ink had been black. I painted the corner with this infusion, and 
allowed it to remain for a short time, and the writing became quite legible. Although not 
accustomed to read this particular kind of writing, I can read every word that has been 

written here. 
Do you think the same application would be successful in the other cases you have 

observed in these books? I have almost no doubt that this process would render ay portion 
of these volumes sufficiently legible to be re-copied. I do not think this revivification would 
be permanent, but sufficiently permanent to enable clerks to recopy the writing. 
But in any case this application could not make matters worse? The writing could not 

be any worse for the moistening; the parchment would be physically worse, because if you 
wet parchment it will shrivel, but the writing would be none the worse. 
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8. Could that be done by any common hand, or should it be done by a chemical gentlemen? John Smith, 
Any clerk could do it. All that it would be necessary to do would be to prepare the infusion Esq., M. D. 

and apply it with a broad camel's hair brush over the page. 
What is the proportion of gall nuts to water? I made the infusion at random, and 129 July, 1858. 

as satisfied with this preliminary trial, but if I were to go into the matter, I would try 
solutions ofpure gallic and tannic acids of different strengths. 

By Mr. Smith: Whatever infusion is used, would it not be better that it should be 
prepared by a chemist? It would be better that a chemist should prepare it, but it could be 
applied by any clerk. 

By iIr. Hay: It could be prepared by any practical chemist? Yes. 
Do you think that if these records are left for some time without anything being 

done to them, will it not be impossible, even by the process you have now tried, to make the 
writing legible at all? I would scarcely venture to speak positively on that score.. My 
impression is that it might be revived a few years after this. I do not anticipate any such 
rapid process of destruction going on ; in fact, I believe this might be done after any length 
of time, because I think the oxide of iron will remain, and so long as you have oxide of iron 
you may revive it by the application of gallotannic acid. 

By the Chairman: In the meantime the records might be required, and the process you 
mention could be employed harmlessly ? It could be employed harmlessly; still I think it 
should not be used until the documents are to be re-copied. That is to say, I would recom-
mend that the books should not be gone over as a whole, but should be prepared within a 
few days of their being re-copied. 
Would you recommend that anything should be placed between the leaves after the 

application of this solution? I would treat only one leaf at a time, and protect the next 
sheet by a few sheets of paper or a board. 
Would you protect it in this way permanently, or only until it was dry? Only until it 

was perfectly dry. When perfectly dry it will have no effect upon the neighbouring page. 
A portion of the deed to enable the clerk to ascertain the nature of it might be revived, and 
the rest might be done when required. But what I have particularly in view just now is; 
that supposing you moisten a sheet with the infusion, and then lay it aside without 
re-copying, if it were left so long as to fade the second time it might not be so easy to revive 
it again. 
The third clause enacts, that "whenever it shall appear to the Registrar General that 

' any certified copy already registered in his office is partially injured, and in danger of 
obliteration, be may cause a true paper copy thereof to be made." That clause seems to 
be framed in accordance with the suggestion we have now received from you,—that the 
restoration be made as required only, and immediately after being painted? Yes. 
Have you any further suggestion to make to the Committee? None. 

WEDITESDAY, 25 AUGUST, 1858. 

ljrcøtnt :— 

Mu. HAY, Mu. OWEN, 
Mu. JONES, Mu. PIDDINGTON. 

R. OWEN, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR.. 

David Bruce Hutchinson, Esq., called in and examined :- 

By the Chairman : I believe you are Chief Clerk of the Supreme Court? I am. D. B. 
Are the original wills of the Colony deposited in the Supreme Court ? They are. - Hutchinson, 
Are they kept in a separate room? They are kept in a small chamber; in a species of Esq. 

recess in the wall on the ground floor of the Supreme Court. 
Is it a well-aired chamber? No; there is no ventilation whatever, except when the door 25 Aug., 1858. 

is opened. 
I believe they are all the original wills that have been proved from the commencement of 

the Colony? Yes. 
Are they in such a position as to ensure their safety? No; IL think they are very unsafe 

indeed, in case of fire or accident; the walls of the chamber are but of brick and plaster, and 
the roof is of cased iron, and the door is also iron ; this is the only safeguard against fire. 
The roof appears to be like a sheet of iron? It is of sheet iron, but whether the iron is 

double or not I do not know. 
You think that would be no defence against fire? No; I think it would rather tend to 

the destruction of these documents in the event of fire, as the iron would become red-hot. 
Are these wills copied—are there duplicates made? At present they are very much in 

arrear—for nearly ten years I should say. 
So that the wills are only represented by themselves? Yes; and if lost; the record of a 

large number of them would be lost to the Colony altogether. 
I need not ask you whether it is of great importance that that should be prevented? 

Of very great indeed; the misery, expense and trouble such an event would bring upon a 
large number of persons interested under the wills cannot be estimated. 
You think it therefore important that they should be removed to some place of safety? 

Every day's delay in such a matter is important; if there were a fire, and these wills were 
destroyed, the loss would be, to a very great extent indeed, irreparable. Titles to large 
properties are involved in these records, and if these were destroyed the holders of, property 
would perhaps in very many instances have no proof whatever of their title, which, if desirous 
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D. B. of selling, or in the event of its being disputed, would lead to a great amount of litigation, 
Hutunson, inconvenience, and misery. 

13, There are fires in the various rooms in the Court? Yes; and in the various offices. 
25Au 1858 14. And in the housekeeper's rooms? Yes; in fact the building is very liible to fire at 

any time; it is an old building, and there is an immense quantity of timber about it; if it 
were once to catch fire, it is my opinian that it would never be extinguished until the 
building was entirely destroyed. 
It is peculiarly liable to fire from its construction ? Yes. 
I presume the wills are under the custody of the Prothonotary? Yes; but under my 

more immediate custody, as having the management of the Ecclesiastical Department. 
Supposing they were transferred to a separate, safe building, could you suggest whether 

it would be necessary that the Supreme Court should have immediate reference to them? 
The Supreme Court should have the immediate control over them, with power of immediate 
reference to them. 
They are frequently referred to ? They are frequently referred to in connection with 

litigation. They are so essentially connected with the administration of justice that I think 
an experienced officer, who knows something about the nature of wills, should be able to see 
them with the parties searching. 
I suppose you have the keys of this chamber? I have the key, which I keep in the 

strong-box up-stairs with a few of the wills in general use, for reference, perhaps half a 
dozen, and those that we are copying. 
In case of a fire happening, how could these wills be reached and rescued from the 

danger? The bulk of the wills are kept in the chamber I have described, upon the ground 
floor, and from the back of the Court—the Judges' entrance as it is called—the iron door 
of this chamber is about four yards; but as the key is kept in my custody up-stairs, it 
would be necessary, in the event of fire, to break open the iron door, and before that could 
be accomplished the wills might be consumed altogether. 
Then I presume you have a strong opinion that some immediate steps should be taken to 

secure these wills? Yes, as soon as possible. 
Do you think they are in greater danger as they are now than they would be in the 

Registrar General's Office as it is? I have never been in the Registrar General's Office to 
see where the records are kept. 
What would you suggest to be done for their safety ?—Would it be advisable to have them 

removed to a place of safety, and to have the premises contiguous to, or in the neighbour-
hood of, the Supreme Court, in order that the wills as they came in might be placed in the 
new depository? It would be very necessary that the new Record Office should be near the 
Supreme Court, because J suppose there may be ten or twelve, and sometimes more searches 
in a day—sometimes there are only one or two. These searches are frequently very long, 
and it is necessary that either myself or one of the clerks should attend the party searching. 
If there is any difficulty, I go myself, and explain the wills to the parties. There is a 
difficulty in the searching of wills which there is not in the search of other documents 
you can see on the face of a deed the nature of it; but in the case of wills there may be 
amongst the papers informal documents which the Judges may have set aside, and if a 
person who came to search had no one with him who understood the matter be might go 
away with false information; for instance, a will may not be executed according to law, and, 
therefore, informal; yet, we keep the document impounded with the papers, that no improper 
use may be made of it. 
How are the wills placed? They are tied up as soon as the petition to the Judges is 

granted, or motion is made in Court, when the officer sees that all is correct, and the judicial 
act is passed, they are then sown up with the affidavits and other documents, with a piece of 
tape or ribbon, and each separate will is then folded up and tied in strong cartridge-paper. 
The wills are tied up in convenient bundles, and put on deal shelves within this building or 
chamber. 
How do you index them for reference? I keep an index thus—" Smith John, No. 426, 

11  Thompson James, 432," and so on; and I keep a Probate Act Book in which is entered 
various particulars, such as the date of the probate, the names of the executors, and so on, and 
whether there is any informality in the will, or the wife being a dissipated character the 
administration has been given to the eldest son in preference to her, and whether there are 
any erasures or other particulars affecting the will. If any one desires to see the will I refer 
to the index-book in which the wills are numbered from 1 to upwards of 4,000, and the wills 
being likewise numbered in the bundles, it is easily found. 
Are there upwards of 4,000 wills? No; there are 4,100 wills and administrations 

together: there are more than 2,000 wills altogether. 
Are the affidavits and other documents attached to the wills? Yes; and that would also 

render it important that the Court should have control over them. 
It follows that wherever they may be placed they should be convenient to the Supreme 

Court? Yes. 
As it should be only with a responsible officer, like yourself, that the parties should be 

permitted to see them ? Yes, or a responsible clerk under me. We see the wills arranged 
and placed before the party, and during the search a watchful eye is kept upon it : it is never 
taken out of sight. Either myself or a clerk goes with the party to the will-room, and one 
or the other remains till the search is completed. 
In what state are these wills? They are in a very good state of preservation. 
Are they chiefly on paper? Chiefly on paper—some are on parchment; but sometimes 

they are on very small slips of paper, and generally speaking on very bad paper. Those wills 
which are made up the country, where the testator can have no legal assistance, are written 
on all kinds of paper, and with bad ink. They are generally put with the affidavits, and pre-
eyed in the way I have before described. 
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2. For how -many years have the arrears been accumulating? I think we are about ten or D.;B. 
twelve years in arrear. The work increased so heavily upon us, and as the Legislature took Ilutchiuson, 

Esq. a couple of clerks from the Common Law to the Equity branch, we found it to be impossible _ 

to keep them up. 
There are fees paid for each will ? The fees were very heavy until about six years ago; U  95Aug.,18S 

but Mr. Wentworth thought them too much, and brought in a Bill to reduce the fees upon 
probate to 30s., and if above £10,000 the maximum fee is only 40s. So that the highest 
fee received by the Colony is 40s., and that covers the filing and sweaving the affidavits, and 
all other incidental matters. 
That is beneficial to the public? Yes. - 

How many wills do you aveage in the week? I think there were about 350 prohat 
and administrations during last year. There is a return which I gave to the Chief-Justiëe Of 
the wills and administrations for the year 1857.  
Do you recollect the amount of fees received in the year ? It was very small indeed, - 

because the fees commence at 7s. 6d. and ills for £50; lOs. for £100., and so on. 
Perhaps the average would be 15s. ? Between lOs. and 15s. The revenue derived from 

wills is very small now, because the affidavits, and everything done in connection with them. 
is supposed to be covered by the 30s. or 40s. - 

Would it occupy more than one clerk to keep- up the work, Supposing the arrears wemie 
conqueied ? If the whole attention of one clerk were devoted to it, it could be done; but I 
would -suggest that the same practice should be adopted as that which is pursued with respect 
to deeds-that a copy, verified by by some responsible person, should be made when a will is 
brought in, and that these copies should be of a certain size, and bound up for reference- 
that would be a very good record. 
-39. The copy to be made upon paper or parchment of a certain size ? Yes, similar to that 
used in the registration of deeds. I do not suppose it would cost a party more than 10s. 
ISs in a small estate-not even that.  
40. Wills in general are not of great length ? No, except in such cases as those of William 
Hutchinson, or Robert Campbell, and some few others, were the wills extended over to som 
ten or twenty sheets. 
-41. So that if the arrears were overcome, these copies might be kept by a very small 
additional strength, and without any direct expense to the Colony? Yes, but we should need 
no additional strength. - 

And you would recommend that? Yes, and then the records would be perfect. - - 
Into what kind of books are the wills copied ? Into books of demy size. - 
Are they in a good state ? A pretty fair state. . . -- 
Are they on paper? Yes..  
And each volume indiced ? No, the one index I keep for the wills and administrations- 

refers to everything. If I find a certain will is numbered 500, I refer to the .book in -whhth 
that number is kept and I find the copy.  
Have you any other records of original documents? - Nothing but the judgments and 

:copies of bills of sale, which are not original. There is-nothing the loss of which would- caus 
any great inconvenience except the judgments, and we have lots of old- process and -othes 
rubbish; perhaps it would not be a very bad thing if some of the latter were burned. - 
By .lJfr. Jones: -There are no wills deposited here for safe custody ? There were about 

half a dozen old ones, but 1 think they have been sent to the Registrar General. 
By the C/i a&mau: Does it come within your knowledge that many probates are lostJ. 

-The probates themselves? I do not think more than three or four. We give an exemplified. 
-copy of the probate when lost. - 

Does it happen through people's carelessness that probates are lost ? No; they have 
never come to us to remedy the loss, except in four or five instances. - 

Is there anything else you wish to state to the Committee? No. The only thing I desist 
to impress upon the Committee is that it would be very inconvenient if the wills were -taken 
away from the control of the Supreme Court. -  - 
It would scarcely be necessary that the Registrar General should have any conneaion 

with the inspection of them ?- I think be should not, unless- by memorandum from us-; 
because if be had there would be two responsible parties placed over these important 
documents, and if there were any tampering with them it would not be known upon w-ho 
the responsibility should be laid. In the event of the Legislature deeming it necessary-to 
have the arrears of the wills copied, 1 would recommend that it should be done by co-ntraot. 
Law stationers would willingly undertake the duty, and they would do it cheaper and-better 
than clerks paid according to the time they are employed. - 

- Nicol Drysdale Stenhouse, Esq, called in and examined :- - - 
By the,Q/iai-sian.: I believe you are a Solicitor of the Supreme Court? - I have been A N. D. 

Solicitor here., for about eighteen years. I also served the apprenticeship necessary to Stehouse, 
qualify we for becoming a Writer to the Signet, and practised for some time as a Solicitor it sq. 
the Supreme Courts of Scotland. 
You conducted business in Edinburgh? Yes. - 2Aug..18& 
In the course of your business at Edinburgh, I suppose you had occasion to be at th 

-General Register Office? Frequent. - 
Is it called the General Register Office there? It is called the General Register House. 

5. Are original deeds deposited there? In some cases, the original deeds, but generally 
transcripts or abbreviates. No title to land is thoroughly secure without being registered ip 
the form prescribed. The originals of the great national, charters and documents are 
deposited in the General Register House, Tbere are also some classes of deeds, of which the 

272-0 originals 
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N.D. oricinals may, and others of which the originals mvsl be so deposited. These, which relate 
Renhouse, pru cipally to personal obligations, are registered either for the purpose of preservation, or 

q. 
of obtaining execution. I have had occasion to make very extensive searches, not only in 

5Aug 1858 the registers kept for sasines, but also in the register for special retours. 
Bow are those searches made? In my time they might be made by legal practitioners or 

their clerks, or by the keepers of the respective offices, or their assistants. On one occasion 
I searched for the purpose of discovering what are called temple superiorities, all the special 
retours in Chancery from the latter part of the sixteenth century, down to the commence-
nient of the eighteenth. 
Did you search yourself? I did. Those retours are all written in Latin, or what is so 

called, except during the time of the Common wealth. 
Are these searches made by the solicitors who go to make them, or by any official parties 

in the office? In the case of Chancery records, I have no recollection of having seen any 
official certificates of search ; it was usual, I believe, for the legal practitioner himself to 
search, or to employ a clerk, or in matters of antiquity, some person who had acquired a 
knowledge of the Latin language, and of ancient and Chancery handwriting. 
0. But searches in the ordinary course of business are made by official persons? In my 
time, they might be made either by solicitors themselves, or by any one whom they autho-
rised, generally a clerk, or by the keeper of the records. 

Which is found to be the most convenient mode? Solicitors generally preferred what is 
called a certificate of search from the keeper; it relieved them fi omn all responsibility. 

As well in Edinburgh as in the country? I cannot speak particularly of the country, 
as I never practied except in Edinburgh. But I have no doubt that in the country also a 
certificate was preferred. 

Are the names of the parties to the instruments in an index? Yes; at least in the 
offices kept for sasines. But what in this Colony is called an index, or at all events, its 
equivalent, is called in Scotland a minute book; and the entry in the minute book used to 
be much fuller, and much more calculated to preclude errors than the entry in our index. 

The particulars of the deed, a sort of outline? Yes; I speak of the registers kept for 
sasines. The keeper entered in the minute book a note of the day and hour when the 
instrument was presented; and such an abstract or epitome of the instrument itself, as to 
shew distinctly what persons and lands it referred to. The conveyance or disposition on 
which the instrument of sasine was founded did not require to be registered; but, by the 
áncient Acts of the Scottish Parliament, it was imperative, at least, in order to secure 
.riority of right, that the instrument should be registered within sixty days from its date. 
ifter being entered in the minute books, the instruments, according to their order of 
Fesentation, were transcribed in registration books kept for the purpose, and were then 
4eturned with indorsed certificates of such transcription, mentioning the page of the volume. 
A note of the day and hour of registration was indorsed on the instrument, at the time of the 
intry in the minute book. 
Are these annual indi-ees?- If I recollect aright, there was no break in any of the 

minute books at, the end of a year; But, as the number- of annual entries might vary con-
øiderably, -it was the practice, I think, to fill up each successive volume before a new one was  

ommeneed. I do not remember whet-her or not an index accompanied each volume. 
1.5. They run on continuously? They run on continuously. 

There are no indices as to counties or divisions? Registers of sasines were in my time 
iivided into two great classes; first, the general register of sasines in which instruments 
relating to lands in any county or district might be registered, and second time particular 
register of sasines or the special register, which was kept for every separate county or 
district, and in which no -instruments of sasine, except those affecting lands in such county 
or district, could be registered. Sasines relating to land in any district might be entered in 

the general register. I ought also to mention, that a register was kept by each Royal Burgh 
for the registration of sasines affecting all lands belonging to it. 

flow is it when lands in different counties or districts happen to be under one conveyance? 
The instruments of sasine might either be registered in the general register or in the par-
ticular registers- kept for the respective shires in which time lands were respectively situated. 
1 know of a case in which an important question, and I believe important consequences 
arose from the registration of a sasine in a particular, instead of in the general register. It 
related to-certain Temple superiorities claimed by Lord Torphiche-n, the lands being situated 
In a variety of counties or districts. 

- - 18. Is there any statute of limitations? There is an equivalent, affecting lands. It is 
called the negative and the positive prescription, and appears to have been founded on the 
Roman law. The undisputed possession of property, supported throughout by sasines, for 40 
- years gives a valid title; and neglect for the same period to interrupt the usurpation of a 
¶ight involves its forfeiture. 

Are the indices paper or parchment? Paper. 
Do you recollect those of many years duration? The records in Chancery went so far 

back, I think, as about the middle of the 16th century. Those which I examined were well 
lept. There was little, if any important decay, though the writing was often very minute. 
The current manuscript character varied with the progress of time. The records written on 
paper were in a state of excellent preservation. 
Was the paper manufactured especially for the purpose? I think not; I could not 

speak positively with regard to a matter of such remote antiquity. The cahigraphy became 
less remarkable as time ran on. In Cromwell's time, the Chancery records, which I 
xamincd, were in English; and although the register was then very regularly kept, it was 
much inferior in beauty and excellence of penmanship to what it was during time earlier 

eriods of its history. 
Are the copies of the instruments upon paper or parchment? The copies of all mnstru- 
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ments were, I think, made on paper; but I speak with hesitation; it is not easy to call up N. P. 
on such a sudden summons recollections that are more than nineteen years deep. Steiouse, 
With regard to the building in which these records are kept—is it fire-proof? I do not 

think that the whole building is so, but it is very substantial. I have never, so far as I 
recollect, been in the large central room. 1858  
I have seen it stated in Guide Books that portions of the building are fire-proof? 

Portions of the building are fire-proof, I believe. 
It is an isolated building? It is an isolated building. 
Are fires allowed? Yes; stoves, I think, were used. 

27 Ts the place well aired? It is 
Is there anything you recollect of the management of the office there, either as to the 

keeping of the books or as to the searches, you could suggest as applicable to registration 
here? Each register had a separate keeper. The minute books were kept in a most regular 
manner. The citries were written in a large hand; and the particulars were so distinctly 
specified that there could be little or no fear of any mistake or oversight in searching. ilere 
the arrangements made for precluding errors are much less ample, and errors may consequently 
be niore frequently committed. The index comprises merely the name of the grantor, the 
name of the grantee, and some general description of the land, such as—" No. 1 land at 
" Petersham," so that much time is lost in referring to the register for an examination of 
documents unconnected with the purpose of a search. 
A small synopsis would often save this reference? Yes, and it is very much required, 

for I do not regard the present index as immaculate. 
Would that add much to the labor of the index writer? It would add considerably to 

the labor of the index writer. 
It would require, perhaps, one, two, or three additional clerks? It would require ample 

assistance, being a matter of so much importance. 

Is there anything you could suggest, from your practice in Scotland, that would facilitate 
the registration or the searches here? I think the index should go further back, be ampler, 
and be carefully revised. I cannot suggest anything that has not already occurred to those 
who have directed their attention to the improvement of the present constitution of our registers. 
You are aware that the building in which these registers are kept is not fire-proof? Yes. 
I suppose that is a matter of some apprehension at present? To many it may; but, 

after all, something must be left to a higher power, even if we have a fire-proof house. Every 
ordinary precaution ought, at all events, to be taken. The building should be substantial, - 
and isolated, and provided with lightning conductors. 

. 
You would always leave a little to Providence? I would take every reasonable pm-

caution, and be content to leave something. 
You are aware where wills are kept in the Supreme Court? Yes; in a sort of stone 

niche or cell on the ground floor. 

Do you think that a desirable spot? No; I should think they might suffer from damp. 
Great care is taken in Scotland to preserve the records from injuries arising, from that cause. 

By Air. Jones: Which material do you consider to be the best for making these copies 
of deeds upon—paper or parchment? I believe that good stout paper is less liable to suffer 
from rumpling and frequent handling. 
Would the writing be more likely to be obliterated on paper than on vellum or parchment? 

I think it is as unlikely to be obliterated from paper, if the ink and paper be of good quality, 
as it is from parchment. The temperature seems to affect the writing on parchment not less, 
if not more, than the writing on paper. . .. 
Were any of these old deeds you have spoken of, that were examined by you in Edin- - 

burgh, written on parchment or vellum? The deeds themselves were generally written on 
vellum or parchment. Those special retours, or evidences of relationship to a deceased 
person, to the records of which I have referred, were all transcribed in bound paper-books, 
and many of them in that minute character which one might suppose would increase the 
liability of the writing to injury from atmospheric and other causes; yet the state of 
preservation, notwithstanding the long periods over which it extended, was nearly perfect. 
What was the comparative legibility of the writing on paper, and of that on parchment 

documents? I can only speak vaguely upon that point; I think, however, upon the whole, 
that the writing on paper was not less, if not more, legible than on parchment. If equally 
good materials were used in paper and parchment documents, bound in volumes, and both 
were much handled and subjected to attrition, I should say that the former would suffer less 
injury in the course of centuries than the latter. 
By M. Pcic1inqton: Did I understand you to say that the records of Chancery in 

Scotland were bound in books, or kept in rolls? Those records which I examined were bound 
in books. In other cases, or more ancient times, some of the records may have been preserved 
in a tubular form. 

Are you aware whether these old rolls were on paper or parchment? I have seen some 
on paper and some on parchment. 

Are the minute books kept in Scotland, to which you have alluded, written on paper?. 
On paper. 

You have no experience of the state of writing upon parchment in the case of ancient 
records in Scotland, as compared with that of writing upon paper—you cannot charge' your 
memory? I have seen both paper and parchment documents of very ancient dates.. I have 
a recollection in particular of having seen in Scotland a small charter, written in France, 
about 400 years old, in connection with a dcmesne in that country. 
Was that upon paper or upon parchment?. On parchment. 
Did you observe in the instance of this old writing any obliteration? No; it was 

written in a very fine character, and I think by an ecclesiastic. It was in a perfect state of 
preservation. 
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48. Have you had an opportunity of examining devotional M.S. missals written on vellum, 
five, six, or seven hundred years old? I think I have seen documents of as ancient a date as 
those, but not in the'course of my professional duties, and I do not recollect what they were. 

25 Aug 1858 49. You have no recollection of the state of the writing upon old missals, upon vellum? 
My impression is, that the ancient writings upon vellum and parchment, which I have seen, 
were singularly perfect. I have observed, however, with regard to matters of later date, that, 
whether from the inferior quality of the parchment or of the ink or from defects attaching 
to both I know not, the writing on parchment has not retained its distinctness so fully as in 
older documents of that sort. I am inclined, at all events, to think that good paper, if com- 
bined with good ink, is the material best fitted for public records. 
Have you in any search you have made in the Registry of New South Wales felt any 

inconvenience from the obliteration of the writing? I do not recollect. 
By Mr. Hay: Have you searched lately in the office? Yes, frequently. I usually 

make the searches myself. 
Have you observed any obliteration which has been more or less complete? Not in the 

records themselves; but in examining an index I. have occasionally noticed obliterations or 
illegibilities arising from frequent handling—not anything irreparable. 
You have not observed that a general obliteration has taken place in some cases from the 

fading of the ink? I have met with instances in which the writing had become so indistinct 
that it could not be read without a strong effort of the eye. 
Do you recollect anything of that kind in any of the registers.in  the Register Office in 

Edinburgh? I do not. 
Is effect given to the seisins you have talked of according to the priority of their 

registration? Yes, if both are free from every defect. Supposing two seisins are correct 
in every respect, priority is conceded to that first registered. To acquire priority every 
instrument of sasine must be registered within sixty days from its date. 
By Mr. Hay: That is to say, supposing another instrument were registered within the 

proper time ? Yes. 
But of two instruments, each registered within the sixty days, the one registered prior 

tothe other would in all cases be preferred? Assuredly. 
By the Chairman: Is there anything of equitable notice in Scotland? No; all subtleties 

of that sort are discarded in matters of registration. The Judges of Scotland would shudder 
at the insecurity of the records here, as indicated by the construction put by the Supreme 
Court on some points in our Registration Acts, and at the necessity for the amendments 
introduced by the late Act passed on the subject. I do not express myself too strongly when 
I say that I have seen some of the old Scotch Judges evince a feeling approaching to horror 
when cases 'were brought before them involving errors of principle much less injurious to 

the community than numerous defects in our law which are viewed with indifference. 
Do you partake of that same horror? I fear I have outlived my early sensibility in 

such matters. 
. 

By Mr. Hay: Do you think the people of Scotland generally value their system of 

registration? Very highly. 
They would not like to exchange it for the English 'sy:tem? No; it has been found to 

be most beneficial. An Act framed by Lord Brougham, and passed, I think, about the year 
1835, for obviating the effect of some clerical mistakes in registered instruments, added to 
the confidence with which the system of registration was regarded by the 'people of Scotland. 

By the Uhairman: Have you anything further to suggest to the Committee? I would 

recommend that an alphabetical index of the names of all purchasers, or grantees, should be 

made from the commencement of the records, and be regularly kept, referring to the other 

index for the names of the vendors, &c. An index resembling what I now suggest was 
for some time kept, but it has been discontinued. According to the present practice, a debtoi 
may have lands which his creditor may not be able to discover without incurring the expense' 
and trouble of a long speculative search. I should also mention that I have observed in a. 
recent Edinburgh Almanack the following appointments to offices in the General Register 
House, which have been created since I left Scotland :-" Superintendent of Searches in the, 
"Literary and Antiquarian Department." "Official Searchers of Records for Incumbranccs." 
I infer, therefore, that an official certificate of search may now, at all events, be obtained from 

every office—that is certainly a great advantage. Various improvements have, I believe, been 
made in details since my time; but the great principles of the registration system have not 
been altered. The important practical result of that system, briefly stated, is—that by 
refusing effect to all latent flaws and incumbrances, and by affording the amplest facilities for 
ascertaining the exact state of any title, it imparts the utmost possible confidence and 
stability to all transactions connected with real properLy. In addition to the suggestion I 
have already made, I would advise, in accordance with the principle on which adjudications 
and inhibitions, &c , are required by the law of Scotland to be registered, that no us pendens, 

or order or decree in equity, mere notice of which may now affect purchasers or mortgagees, 
should be allowed to operate in any form as an incuinbrance, until a memorandum of it 
should be entered on the general register. It occurs to me, on further recollection, that 

the originals of the retours I spoke of were written on parchment, and preserved in the 
Chancery office; but I searched only the books in which they were transcribed, and which 
were kept for reference. In the registers for sasines copies of the instruments —those copies 

being written, as 1 have stated, in books—were alone retained. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 
(EXPENSES OF.) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 17 June, 1858. 

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly 
of New South Wales, dated 21 May, 1858, That there be laid upon 
the Table of this House ;— 

(1.) A Return shewing the date of the establishment of the 
"Government Printing Office, and the amount of the working 
" expenses of that Office for each year during its existence. 

The number of persons in situations of trust or authority, 
" the number of journeymen Compositors, the number of 
"journeymen Pressmen, the number of Apprentices, and the 
"number of other persons employed in that Office, in the 
"month of July of the years 1850, 1852, 1854, and 1856, 

and in the month of April of 1858. 

The salaries paid to the persons in situations of trust 
"or authority, and the rates paid to the working hands, at 

the respective periods mentioned. 

"(4.) The total expenditure for machinery and material, and 
"the total expenditure for repairs and 'erection of buildings, 
"during the existence of the establishment." 

296—. 
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Nos. 1 & 4. 

A RETURN shewing the Annual Amount of the Wor1ng Expenses of the GOYELtNMENT 

PIIINTIrG OFFIcE, from its establishment, on the 14th December, 1840, to 31st Decem-

ber, 1857, and the Expenditure, during the same period, for Machinery and Materials, 

and for Repairs and Erection of Buildings. 

No. 1. No. 4., 

WORKING EXPENSES MACHINERT REPAIRS AND ERECTION 

YEAR. OP THE AND OP 

ESTABLISHMENT. MATERIALS. BUILDINGS. 

1840 21 15 4 

1841 1,624 7 5 1,757 7 5 156 2 10 

1842 1,809 11 4 133 6 7 

1843 1,589 2 .0 357 7 0 53 4 11 

1844 1,200 7 4 388 18 1 53 0 0 

1845 1,257 2 2 137 0 11 . 34 15 6 

1846 1,396 0 2 162 9 3 85 0 11 

1847 1,449 1 6 543 12 0 65 1 4 

1848 1,723 11 8 193 1 2 39 13 6 

1849 1,906 18 0 455 3 6 131 15 9 

1850 2,182 13 1 528 13 1 . 

1851 2,522 9 11 233 0 9 299 0 8 

1852 3,366 5 3 1,136 16 0 73 0 4 

1853 7,057 18 2 169 9 4 77 19 5 

1854 7,911 13 5 615 18 11 18 17 9 

1855 9,855 2 7 646 13 10 * 3,475 14 10 

1856 11,135 19 2 404 8 4 * 3,351 1 3 

1857 - 13,199 14 11 11,551 8 6 325 5 0 

9,414 14 8 8,239 14 0 

£17,654 8 8 

* Including payments to the amount of £6,000, provided for under 18 Victoria, No. 35, for the 
erection of a New Government Printing Office. 

t Includes £786 8s. Gd. for the Bookbinding Department, first established in this year. 

I Includes £852 5s. 3d. for Binding Tools and Materials. 

W. C. MAYNE, 

Audit Office, Sydney, New South Wales, Auditor General. 

7 June, 1858. 
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Nos. 2 & 3. 

A RETURN chewing the number of persons in situations of trust or authority, the number of 

journeymen Compositors, the number of journeymen Pressmen, the number of Apprentices, 

and the number of other persons employed in that Office, in the month of July of the years 

1850, 1852, 1854, and 1856, and in the month of April of 1858;. with the salaries paid to 

the persons in situations of trust or autbority, and the rates paid to the working hands, at the 

respective periods mentioned. 

July, 1850 July, 1852. July, 1854. July, 1856. April, 1858. 

RATE. RATE. RATE. RATE. RATE. DESCRIPTION OF 

SITUATION. No. No. No. No. No. .. . 

cd 

p 
55 ., 

p 
55 . 

p 
55 

cS 

as £ £ s.d. £ s.d. £ 

Government Printer 1 200 1 250 1 316 13 4 .. 1 466 13 4 .. 1 700 

1 .. 9/ 1 200 .. 1 300 0 0 .. 1 350 00 .. 1 450 

1 150 .. 1 200 .. 1 266 13 4 .. - 1 350 0 0 .. 1 400 

1 3 .. 4 15/4 4 15/4 4 .. 15/4 

.1 

 

6 .. 5/ 16 .. 10/ 11 13/4 13/4 10 .. 13/4 
Compositors .. . . 

Overseer .......... 

6 12/ 14 12/ 15 .. 12/ 

Accountant ........ 

1 .. 10/ 

1 .. 6/6 6 

6/ ......... 

.. 10/ 2 13/4 3 13/4 3 .. 13/4 
Pressmen ...... 

.. 5/ 4 12/ 

10 ......... 

( ...

2 

1 10/ 1 13/4 1 .13/4 
Readers ........ 

I 1 

1 .. 5/ 1 .. 

.. . . .  

10/ 1 12/ 1 12/ Publisher ......... 

3 10/ 3 .. 12/ 

Assistants at the 
3 10 

Machines 
.... 

1 1 ..2/6 2 ..3/6 1 8/ 2 8/4 2 .. 8/ 

3 .. 2/4 

. . . . . .  

3 6/ 1 6/ 1 .. 6/8 

1 .. 2/2 6 .. 3/ 1 5/4 1 5/4 5 .. 5/ 

10 .. 2/ 6 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

4/ 3 5/ 
Apprentices and 

- 4 .. 

M a c h i n i s t s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

4 3/6 5 3/6 1 .. 4/ 
others ...... 

21 .. 2/6 4 6/8 5 4/ 2 .. 4/6 

4 ..1/8 

.......... 

4 3/ 4 3/ 1 .. 3/6 

i/ b............ 

........... 

10 .. 3/ 

........... 

39 .. .. 55 .. .. 55 .. 60 

. . . . .  

.. 70 

BINDING ESTABLISR- 
DENT. 

Foreman of Binders 
and Publisher 1 250 

3 .. 12/ 

1 Folder, 2 Stitchers 

Binders ............................................................ 

...................................................... 

3 .. 5/ 

Apprentice ........................... 
.. 

................................................. 

] ......................... 
1 .. 6/8 

NOTE—In the years 1850 and 1852, the Government Printer, Overseer, and Accountant, had Quarters found them, with Fuel and Light; 
in the year 1854, the Government Printer and Accountant, and not the Overseer, had Quarters and Fuel; neither of the before-
mentioued Officers now have Quarters found them. 

The increase of wages to Compositors and Pressmen, from lOs. to 12s. per diem, commenced in June, 1853. 

In the year 1856 Responsible Government was introduced, and the Printing for a second House of the Legislature commenced. 

In the year 1857, the Dinding Dstablishment and the Postage Stamp Printing Office were added to the Department. 
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Argiolatibe 200CIIIIJIV.  

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFJCE,• 
(T'APER USED FOR PRINTING IN TRE YEARS 1854, 1855, 1856, & 1857 RESPECTIVELY) 

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 18 June, 1858. 

RETURN to an Order made by the Honorable the Legislative Assembly 
of New South Wales, on 21 May, 1858, That there be laid upon 
the Table of this House— 

"A Return shewing the quantity and description of paper used 

"for printing, and issued by the Government Printer for the 

"various departments during the years 1854, 1855, 1856, and 

1857, specifying the names of the departments, and the quantity 

and description of paper respectively printed for each." 

301— A 



for Printing for the various GOVERNMENT of PAPER. used 
DEPARTMENTS in the Year 1854. 

STATEMENT shewing the quantity and description 

MEDIUM. POST. ROYAl. 

. DEMY. 

DEPARTMENT. Ruled. Writing. Writing. Ruled. Plain. Bank. Quarts. Printing. Double. Ruled. Writing. Super. C 

le. Colored. Printing. 

sheets. sheets, sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. 

T 7,407 6,233 

ets. sheets. 
154 59 275 296 

937 201 156 81 .... ,, 
820 

1 
942 .... .... 

130 ....  .... ... 1,008 .... 
• 

2  
3  

Auditor General............................. 
Bishop's Registrar,  .........................

.... 

City Commissioners ........................
.. ..., 

.... 
.... .... 
.... .... 

.... .... 

.... ... 
.... .... 
.... .... 

.... 

.... 162 55 .... 
... 
1,574 154 216 

4 
5 

Court of Claims ............................ .. 

144,109 
,233 .... 
5,784 2066, 

.... 
.... 

2,520 259 
6,346 .. 
7,928 3,596 

.... 
.... 

1,006 2,016 .. . 384 
186 

330 
.... 

6 23,967 7,746 .... 493 504 642 .... 
4,644 .... 

.... .... 
.... 1,972 .... 504 .... 

7  
Colonial Storekeeper ........................ 

4,327 2,174 .... 2,829 .... 

8  1,258 6 .... .... .... .... .... 
.. .. .. 

.. .... . 354 .... .... .... .... .. .. 
9 
10 

157 
127 

154 .... 
77 .... 

.... .... .... 326 .... .... .... .... .. .... 
54 11 53 254 .... .... 

.... 
.... 

12 94 .,.. 312 .... .... .... .... .... 
.... 

13  
, .... 216 .. . .... .... .... 

14 .... .... .... 256 .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. 

15 

Colonial Secretary ..........................

Colonial Treasurer .......................... 

Clerk of the Peace ............ ............. 54 .. ., .... .... .... ....  .... .... .... .... ..•. .,.. 
.... 208 

16 

Collector of Customs........................
Chief Commissioner of Crovn Lands ......... 

.... 

.... .... .... .... .... 17  

Civil Engineer ............................... 
Civil Crown Solicitor .................... 

DenominatiOnal Education Bod ............ 

79 .... .... 53 ..... .... .... .... ....  .... .... .... .... .... .... 
18 

Colonial Architect ...........................
CentralPOlicc ......................... 

Executive Council ........................... 
247,360 6,646 .... .... ....  .... .... .... .... .... .... 27 

19  
20  

Church and School Estates Agent .............. 

59,698 
2,835 

1,599 .... 
3,004 .... 

... .... 
960 444 

.... .... 95 .... .... .... 79 .... .... 13 4,572 

21 

Education Commissioners ................... 

Gazette .................... 

Official Forms ........ ..... 
24,240 6,479 .. . .... ....  .... .... .... .... .... .. 

2,828 . .... 152 .... 2,016 

22 

Govt. Printer Papers for Sale ................ 

Inspector General of Police .................. 

. .  

26,944 6,071 .... ... 254 3,530 ... .... .... 284 228 .... 
23  ImmiatiOfl Agent ....................... 243,714 

.. 

.. 

6,940 .... 27 .... 15 .... ... .... 

24 
25 
Legislative Council ......................... 284 .... .. .. 

2,119 .... 651 .. . 2,020 .... 308 506 .... 
252 .... 

2,745 . 
1,144 . 

26  
5,265 
383 456 .... .... .... 492 104 178 .... 

.. . ... 27 

Master of Mint ............................... 

579 .... .... 789 .. .. .... .. . ..... .... .. 26 .... 
28 

Postmaster General ........................ 
Shipping Master.............................
Steam Navigation Board ...................... 1,130 410 .... .... .... .... .... ... .. .... 

29 Supreme Court ............................. 256 . .. .. .. .... .... .... .... ....  .... .. .. . 
30 Vaccine Institution ......................... 509 .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .... .... .. .. ....  
31 \Vater Police ............................... 

Government Printing Office, 
Sydney, 15 June, 1858. 

sheets. 

LOU 

328 
882 
54 

216 

254 

,373 

131 

807,096 106,147 \ 2,006 7,922 2,250 27,447 3,901 3,089 4,575 162 756 3,904 11,172 213 491 2,520 3,4 

WM. hANSON, 
C overninent Printer. 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
1 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19, 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29, 

for Printing for the various used 
GOV11UMBNT DEPABTMNTS in the year 1855. 

STATEMENT shewing the quantity and description of PAPi11 

IMPE- MEDIUM. POST. ROYAL. 
PAReR- 

FOOLSCAP. DEMY. RIAL. 

DEPARTMENT. Ruled. Writing. Writing. p''' Bank. Quarts. Printing. Double. Single. Writing. Super. Cartridge. 

Double. Colored. Blue. Colored. Printing. 

- - _ I  

sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets., sheets, sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. skins. 

sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets. sheets, sheets. sheets. 
166 .. 324 620 

1,342 .... .... .... 106 .... 
15,764 .... .... .... .... 1,959 116 256 .. 
2 163 .... .... .... •,. 306 .... .... .. .... .... .... 
1,971 .... 
1,747 

.... .... 

.... .... .... 

.... 

.... .... ... .... .. .. .. 106 128 113 304 . .... 
1,834 .... 54 349 26 

335 .... 
lO,67 ....  .... .... - .. 1,920 2,016 

'.... 7,105 .... 
.... 1,786 .... 

.... 
1,006 .. 254 

127 
.... 1,008 
... 480 

. .. 

.... 469 
98,388 .. 2,508 

121 .... 850 ....  .... . 4,933 

Auditor General ................... 
Central Police ..................... 

Colonial Treasurer ...... ........... 34,513 .. . ..., .,.. 

Civil Cro Solicitor ............... 
Colonial Architect ........ ........... 

54 .... ... .... ....  .... .... ... 
.. ... ..: .. 

Colonial Secretary ...................
Colonial Storekeeper ................. 

1,512 ... .... .... .. . .. .. .... .... .... .... ... .... .. , 6,975 160 .... 508 100 
Court of Claims ......... .

hief Commissioner of Crown Lands 5,135 .... .... .... 718 .... 1,737 .... .. . .. 
... Court of Requests ................... 

3,663 .... .... ,,,. 
.• .. ... Collector of Customs .............. 

Executive Council ........... 69 .... ..,. .... .... .... .... .... .... 
' 

721 .... 
(Gazette .... ....... 

.  

338,265 .. .. .... .... .... .... .. .. .... 24 254 .... .... .... .. • 27 1,360 .... 
God. Pter. Papers for Sale 77,795 ....  .... 

,.,. 
... 408 .... .... 1,648 

Official Forms 3,195 .... .... .,,. ,,, 310 .... 3,513 .. .. 1,006 .. .. 
.... 

.... 149 
31 902 .... .... ,... 

.... 1,006 .... 2,008 . 
407 

.... .... .... .... .... 1,735 
Ipector General of Police .......... 31,117 .... .... .... ,.,. • 

276,896 .. . .... .... .. . .... .... .... .... 876 501 262 .... 170 

. 

52 .... 
3,206 .... 

.... .... ,,.. 

.... . 56 .... .... .... 1,441 .... 
... 56 .... 

.... 

.... .. .. 1,142 1,724 2,516 .... .... 32 285 
.... .... 
35,799 337 

... . .. .... .... .... 1,917 .... 2,621 
102 .... 

.... 

.... 
.... 
... .. .... .... .... 

Immigration Agent ................. 

.... .... .... 256 .... .... 108 .... .. .... .... 

Medial Board ...................... 

.... .... 
.. .. ..•• .. . . . .' 303 .... .... 

Legislative Council ................. 

Master of Mint .................... 
Orphan Schools ........... 

S heri ff ... ................. ..... 2,488 .... .... .... .. .. .... .... 52 .•. .... .... ... 612 .. 

postmaster General .................. 
Railway Commissioners .........812 
Steam Navigation Board .............53 

1,663 .... .. .. .... 
.... 

. .  

. 1,565 .. .. 

.. 

.... .. .. .... ... .... .... 53 .... .... .... .. . .. .... 
.... .... .... .... .... 

.... ... .... 

Supreme Court ...................... 
Surveyor General ................ ... 
Vaccine Institution .................. 
Water Police ........................ 127 

.  

.... .. .. .... .... .... .... .... .... .. 

24 24,591 224 4,888 106 5,061 3,112 2,028 14,316 2,234 2,322 3,77 411 

980,601 337 2,508 1,920 5,394 

from Colonial Storekeeper to the Government Printer. 

N0TE,-Ifl the month of September this year the custody and issue 
of Official Forms was transferred WM. HANSON,  

Government Printer.  
Government Printinq Oce, 

1 June, 1858. Sydney, 



STATEMENT showing the qllAotity and det<nption of PAPER used for Printiog for the variou• GonaNIIf•Nr D~URTMBNTS iu the ycnr 1856. d l'OOLSCAP. DEllY. ll!PERIAL. MEDi tm. POST. HOYAL. P•JIC: ~ p 
DEPARTMENT. 

~ Double ..... - I- .... ~~~ Bulod. J M.ro . B .... PrtuUn.r. Double-. l!o;lo. WriUas;. Sc (llt. Co.rtridl'f- ""' ::- ) 

Doublo. ·-- WrUiq. 

,;: 
lllliC:ItU. ~ ~ tlbOOU, lb&cltl. M,t ... .a. lh!!~!tl. lbl!dl. -.;;;;;;;:- -·· .. ..... ....... - ....... ....... ....... .. .- . ...... 

I Auditol' Ger1oraJ. . . • •..••..•.... , . . . Jl,720 281 14 125 129 1,000 

2 JJI.Jbop'a Rcttn.J . . .... . ........ ... &i 
. ... 

3 Church and 11'001 JZs:w.tcs Agont . , .. 6 
lro6 

• ColoniAl Al'ehitoot. .. . .. , •..• ... •.. .• 1.688 
'26(; '708 i.4i8 

6 CJcntr.al Police . .... . .. ... ... . . . . .... 13.9!16 
l ,•IGS 

U&4 1,51! z 
G OonlllJIJ (Rcs-i~tmr GettcJ•AI) .. ... ... •. 40,6(» 7,010 

761 

7 Civil ~·· ·· ·· ··· ··· ·· · · ·· S!l 166 

·ioo 

8 Oolonis1 .. .. ,, . , ........ ,, 26,243 4,2G:l 9 OolnoJt,l Storekeeper . . .. , . . . .. ... . , . &,2M Ulf G7 
74 59 4·.; ;; 

10 Col<mW r....ootr .. .. ............ .. f 2,49.1 aro 2.006 (GI 80 1,2U 7,1J.'lG 882 0..'\ollll ll"'t. 

II Collector o( Custo1rua .. .. , ....... , , .• 6,328 G,083 604 208 604 7GT ~!!II GG 

12 Obicr Oomw.iaioner ot Orown Landt .. 2,923 69 1$ Court or ll<que•u .. ................ 8211 H Civil C.-own Soliclto1· .. , ... , , .. . ... s:n 
71 

16 Crimiaal Crown SoUcitor . . .. , . .... . , 801 !G Ch;y (Jommiuhmors .. . , . ......... .. l28 17 DArlin{ lntrSt G2ol ... . .. .... ........ 480 !6 47 .... 18 BxoeubTO Council .. ~ . .. .. . . , ... ... . 83 
&i 

19 { Ouetto ............ 812$36 20 OovL Printer. P~ ror &lo · · · · f 0,53() &,139 
1:6i2 '32i "i3 

21 0 c:1al Ji'onn .. , .. . 'H,S3J so 1,208 
1,2U 

2'l StaDlp Oftioo ........ 80 

.... .... 
S3 JOI]lOCior G~ of Pollee .... , .. ,,. 23,488 

01 • • 

24 l tUIJ)OOtol' o fDifrt.ilJI!rie&,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 368 23 lmmipUou A&<ol ...... ....... ... 23,311 884 GOG 
104 I,OOG 1,010 1,006 

20 l n.oh cnc:y Commls.eiM"to.r .. •....... •. G9! 27 Legislative Cowocll (Old) .... .... .... 38.161 

'izs 3 

28 Lcf!.sla\!ve Council (New) . . , , , , . , .. 81,897 ~.1(>'7 317 
9GT 68 

2& 1Alg •.sl3tn•e AMcu.bly , , ,, ... . ... , . , 123.630 13.744 :6 4 76 
l,GlG aso 

80 LattJtic Asylum ...... ..... , . , . , .. 71 31 J...nnd n.nrt Public Work!~ ... . .....•.. 870 
i637 401 

Iff 

82 l1Mtcr or Mint ................... 7,398 

'Ui '38i 
33 Po:tQrw;ter General 74,2W 218 2,622 10~ 9,336 i12 6,392 

t.1~ 

84 Port Afuter .. ...... : : :: :::: :: :::::: :HS 8 1 36 Railway Couunihioners ••... .. . .. .. 1,608 1.372 
i,3i3 2.16 44)6 

sc Begi!\tmr General ... . ....... . ... , .. ll2,G86 604 13.&02 960 6,008 2GZ 71 2.084 MM 3,812 10.7G8 

87 Shlppin; Muter .. .... .. ... ....... . . u oo 
"7a 200 138 7Gf 

2.264 

38 Steam ~angation f-'oar\1,, . ... . . ... , 02 

.. i2 
89 Supror:uo Cou1·t . , .• .. ..••.. .. .. .• .. 9$9 71 

1:324 106 

8.878 

t O ~i"1or GCAfnl ............ ... . .. 6,63a JtG04 1.183 
16& l ,.!fO 

t1 S~<rn .. ............ . ... . .. . ...... 7,8.14 363 

I :~;~ 
49 V aceinc r nsti tutioo ........ ........ ' 'if$3 140 t 8 Water PoJieo ......... ....... ...... 

.. .. - - - ------- ---- - -
lllll,llH 

960,499 211.212 GT,818 1011 960 u;,S&t 9,002 2.110 80 &,a3G J,G!O 7,G!I 9,t88 6,243 6,910 j z2,891 12,800 Government Pt•inting Office, 

WM. HAliSON, 
Syd•ey, 1~ J une, 1858. 

Gonr'Dmeot Printtr. 



STATEMENT, shewing the quantity and description of PAx'lal used for Printing for the various GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS in the Year 1857. 

FOOLSCAP. DE1Y. IMPERIAL, MEDIUM. POST. ROYAL. 
PAECR- _________ 

Colored. Paper. 
 

Writing. Blue. Ruled. Printing. Writing. 

sheets, 

Cartridge. Writing. 

sheets, 

. _

Double. Ruled. 

eheete. 

Bank. 
J 
Printing. 

sheets, sheets, 
Lsids. Lccafn aid 

cum Writing.  ¶iting  Supe 
 r. Printing. 

DEPARTMENT. M)tNT. 

sheets, sheets, sheets, sheets, sheets, sheets, sheets, sheets, sheets, sheets. sheets sheets, sheets, sheets, skins. 
1 Auditor General..................... 12,770 .. , 1,551 .. .... 434 .. 15 .... 2,009 664 
2 629 ..  .. .... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... 160 
3 10 .. .. .. .. ..  ..  .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ,.  .. .. .. .. .. ,. .. ., .• •• .•. .. 
4 14 .. .. .... .. .. .... .... ....  .... ..  .. .... .... .. 54 .... .. 51 
S Church and School Estates Agent 102 .. . .... .. .... .... 
6 1,173 .. .. .... ..  .. .... .... ... .. ..  ..  .. .. .. .... .... .. .... 
7 8,793  
8 5,829 23 .. 312 .. 104 960 ., 140 .... .. .. 158 50 
9 2,951 ., .. 554 .. 40* 400 .. .. 127 , .. .. 755 
10 37,169 .. 528 1,422 .. 1,126 617 1,364 3,153 573 326 27 6,184 60 1,216 
11 

Astronomer ............................ 

8,577 .. ,. 1,718 .. 1,062 1,568 3,154 93 .... 56 .. .. 
12 

Botanic Gardens Director .............. 
Bishop's Registrar...................... 

Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands 7,151 .. .. 48 .. 423 62 27 .... .. , , .. .... 
13 

Colonial Architect ..................... 

3,943 .. .. 106 .. .. .... .... .... .... .. .. ....  .... .... .. .... 
14 

Central Police ....................... 

660 ..  .. .... ..  .. .... .. ..  .. .. .. ..  ..  .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  .. .. .. .. .. .. 
15 

Colonial Treasurer..................... 

Criminal Crown Solicitor ............ 252 .. .. .... .. ., ,. ,. .... .... 
16 

Collector of Customs ................... 

576 ..  .. .... .. .. .... .... .... .... .. .. ,...  .... ., .. .. .... .. .. 
17 

Court of Requests ..................... 
Civil Crown Solicitor ................. 

26 ..  ,. .... ..  .. .... 78 .... ..  .. ....  .... ., ,. .. ....  .... 
18 76 .. .. 65 ..  .. ....  .... .... .. .. ..  .. .... .... .... .. .... 
19 

Clerk of the Peace.....................
Convict Department .................... 

168 .. .. .... .. 50 152 .... .. .. .. .... .... 
20 
Darlinghurst Gaol ..................... 

... 

76 .. .. .... .. .. .... .... .... .... ..  .. ....  .... ..,. .. .... 
21 254,837 .. .. .... .. .. .... .... .... .... .. .. .... .. .. .. .... .... 9,636 
22 . Papers for sale Govt. Printer. 89,109 .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .... .. .. .... .... .... .. .... 
23 

Colonial Secretary..................... 

Official forms 74,596 12 .. 4,970 528 100 1,832 468 480 .. 377 .... .. .. .. .... .... 2,957 
24 

Colonial Storekeeper ................... 

Stamp Office 136 .. .. 54 .. .. .... .... .. .. .... .... .... .. .... 
26 

Executive Council...................... 

Government Resident, Brisbane 21 .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .... .... .... .. .... .. ,. 
26 Governor General's  Private Secretary.  18 .. .. .... .. .. .... .... . .... ... .... .. .... .... 
27 

Commissariat ......................... 

Gazette .............. 

6 .. .. .... .. .. .... .... .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. 
28 
Harbour Defences .................... 

21,929 .. .. .... .. .. .... 344 408 .. . .... .... ..,. .. .... 
29 Inspector of Distilleries .............. 513 .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .... 

..... 

.. .. .. .... .... .. .. .. .. .. 
30 

Inspector General of Police ............ 
15,578 .. .. 610 .. .. .... .... .• .. 253 .... .... .. 506 .... 26 

31 
Immigration Agent .................. 
Insolvency Commissioner ........., 532 .. .. .... .. .. .... .... .... .. .. .. .. .... .... .... .. .... .. .. 

32 Light, Navigation, and Pilot Board 428 .. .. 102 .. .. .... .... 102 .. .... .... .... .. .... 
33 166,946 .. .. ,.., .. ,. 77 .... 111 ., 1,108 88 .... .. .... .... 252 
34 299,291 .. .. 128 ., .. 3,350 

.......... 

.... .• .. 919 .... 17 .. .... .... 5502 
35 Lunatic Asylum .................... 165 .. .. 554 .. .. .... .... .... .... .. .. .... .... .... .. ..... 
36 

Legislative Assembly ................ 
2,240 .. .. 256 35 .. .... .... 1,020 960 .. 244 .... .... .. .... .... .... 501k 

37 117 .. .. .... .. .. .... .... .... .... .. .. .... .... .... .. .... 
38 .. .. .... .. .. .... .... .... .... .. .. 128 .... .... 
39 7,038 .. .. 1,998 .. .. .... .... .. .... .... .... .. 126 78 
40 

Legislative Council .................. 

Post Master General ................ 111,065 1,337 .. 3,881 .. .. 7,866 ... 1,014 1,350 .. 6,037 .... .... .. 203 .... 7,220 
41 Port Master ........................ 876 .. .. 16 .. .. ,,.. ,... .... .... .. .. .... .... .. .. .. .... .. .. 212 
42 5,012 

.. 

.. . 1,280 .. .. .. .. .... .. 128 .... 27 .. .. .. .... 206 
43 

Land and Public  Works .............. 
Law Officers ......................... 

... 
16,858 .. .. 1,897 .. .. .... .... 2,626 -. .. 63 .,.. .... .. 2,040 11,912 586 

44 

Medical Board ......................... 
Master of Mint ...................... 

Railway Commissioners ............... 
281 .. .. 1,700 .. .. .... .... 406 70 .. .... .... .... .. 234 

45 
Supreme Court, Sydney .............. 

.. 

.. .. .... .. .. '.... .... 102 .. .... .... .... .. 984 
46 

Registrar General ..................... 

3,348 .. .. .... .. .. .... 4,028 4,008 .. .... .... .. .. .. .... 
47 
Shipping Masters .................... 

114 .. .. .... .. .. .... .... 106 .. .. 387 .... .... .. .... .... 
48 31,267 .. .. 8,721 .. .. .... .... 254 .. .... .... ., .. .. 1,008 .... 1,622 1,452* 
49 

Supreme Court, Moreton Bay ............ 

1,937 .. .. 304 .. .. 53 .... .... .... .. .. .... .... .... .. .... .... 
50 

Steam Navigation Board .............. 

167 .. .. 203 .. .. .... .... .... .... .. .. .. .. .... .... .. .... .. .. 14 
51 

Surveyor General ....................
Sheriff .............................. 

.. .. .... .. .. .... .... .... .... .. .. 63 .... .... .. .... 
52 

Vaccine Institution .................. 
Roman Catholic Orphan School .......... 

986 .. .. .... .. .. ., .. .... .... .... .. .. 27 .... .. ,. .. .... .. 
- 
Water Police ........................ 

10,582 62j3,153 6,238 1,196,359 1,372 528 34,338 563 100 14,240 7,635 8,538 14,199 414 198 7,226 14,020 28,602 2,764* 

Government Printing Office, 
$ydney, 16 June, 1858. 

WM. ElAN SON, 
Government Printer 



1304 

QUANTITY OF PAPER (IN REAMS) USED IN THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING 

OFFICE, FROM 1854 TO 1857, INCLUSIVE. 

DESCRIPTION. 1854. 18.55. 1856. 1857. 

Reams Reams Reams. Reams. 
.... 1 

12 42 4 
16 45 
.... 4 

51 121 94 
., .... 4 
25 50 30 
7 2 
3 1 6 

Blotting Paper .................................................... 

Do. Colored, do. ............ ............. ....... .....5 

.... 
,... 10 

Foolscap—Double, B. W..............  .......... ....... 1.543 2,004 2,177 2,587 

Cartridge—Royal ............................................13 

.. .... 55 

Do. Blue ....................................................... 

1 2 

Do. Imperial .............................................. 
Crown —Double Printing ........................................... 

.... 54 

Demy—Writing ..............................................56 
Do. Ruled ..............................................3 

.... 

Do. Printing, Single ......................................21 

Do. Double, Colored ............................................ 

5 2* 18 
,... 1 

Do. do. Printing.......................................... 
. 

.. .. 2 

Do. Single ..........................................229 
Do. Double, Colored ........................................... 

12 18* 46 

Do, Double, Yel. Wove ..................................... 
Imperial—Ruled ............................................7 

Loan Paper—D. Cap., Yel. Wove ................................. 
Medium—Ruled, Writing.....................................9 

16 4 9 

Do. Writing ...........................................8 

Do. Printing, Folio ..........................................9 10 3(1 19 

Do. Writing ............................................6* 

Do. Medium, do. ............................. . ........ 

........ 

16 10 

Post —Bank ................................................... 

1 Do. Quarto ................................................3 
................ 

... .... 3 Do. Cream Lald, Folio .......................................... 
Do. do. do. 4to. .................................. .... .... 3 ....... 
Royal—Printing, Double ...................................40 8* .... 30 
Do. do., Single ..................................... 63 64 
Do. Writing .......................................... 1  6 12 12 
Do. do.,. Ruled ................................... 
Do. do., Super ....................................5 7 12 32 
TissuePaper ................................................. .. . . .. .. 1 

2,321* 2,570* 3,080* 1,061* 

. .. 36 Cards—Printing, Packs..............  ............ ........ .... 

Parchment—Skins .........................................16 461 lOG 2,024 

Go,,'ei'nment Piining Ojice, 
Sydney, 15 June, 1858. 

WM. HANSON, 
Government Printer. 




