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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

‘Wepxespax, . .
Tux SPEAKER took the chair at halfpest theee
‘o’elock.. .

PETTTIONS.

_ Mr. PARKES presented & -petition from certain in-
habitazts of Doke and Dowling sireste, representing
that those streets, were proclaimed public stréets on
the 19th September, 18563 ;—that the City Commig-
pioners have paglectod lavellwm® or improving them j—
and that, in consequence, they are full of 'deep holes
of stagnant water, greatly to the detriment of “the
public heslth, and praying redress. ' -

Petition teceived, ; L S

Mr, PARKES presented n petition from certain
members of the Sydney Fire Insurance Company, pray~
in%’leave to introduce s Bill to ncorporata the same,

=~ YPetition received. - )
" BURWOOD TRAMROAD ACT,

Mr, DONALDSON observed thot, 88 a matter of
order, he would desire to call the attention of the
House tp a matter which occurred yesterdoy. In
moving the suspension of ths Sianding Orders. with a
view to the presentation of a- petition praying leava
to introduace o Bill to amend the Burwodd Tramroad
Apct, he had ¢rronecusly stated that all the parties in-
terested agreed with the object of: the pstition, He -
kad.lenrned since that sueh was not the cese, and.ay
he was particulutly scrupulous on all degssions that
the Standing Orders shouid not be suspended, exeépt .
on'grounds of great public importance, he- would beg’
10 move that the motion which he moved on the pre-
vious day be either rescinded or'withdrawn, -

The notice of motion wae accordiagly . withdrawn.

ABATILQIR ROAD BILL, -

On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRETARY,
his Excellency’s message tronsmirting vhis Bill to the
Council, was read, wherecupon the Colonjal Seeretary
moved that the Bill be read o first time; 1In doing so
he; explained that the main object.of the Bill wag -
to -open .up a diréet _thorouwghfire from. -tha:

| Parramatta-road to Glebe Joland, Juhnaton's Bay, with
a view to facilitate the cattle trafic to the new -
slaughterhouses In .course of erection on that island;
It was intended that this thoroughfare should coms’
under the denomisation of & Farish Road, and ba
maintsined accordingly, The second section provided:
that, the road should be securely fenced at the public
expense, and the third section limited the .driving-of
cattle upon it to the hours intervening between 6 p.m. -
and 8 a,m, ‘The fourth and last alaues provided "for;
eompenestion being .pgranted to proprietors . and
occupiers whosg properties might be injured by. the.
opeping up of the road, ) s

The motion was- then put. and- passed,. and the
pecopd reading was fxed for that day week, Y

. . POSTPONEMENTS. , o

The following. matters were postpened us under— -

The aecond reading of the Moreton Bay District -
Courts" Bill, until that day week. o T

The second . reading of the Murray River Customs'
Bill, until that day week., . o ;

The second reading of the Gold Fields” Manage-
ment Bill, until that day fortnight. S
"THE EXCHANGE OF THE TORCH STEAMER.

The UODLONIAL SECRETARY moved that the
-order of the day for the further consideration, of his:
Excellency's message, relative to the exchange of the
‘Torch agtérmer, he expunged from the paper,. . o

Mr. GONALDSON did not think it was right to:
expuage the muiter entively from the paper,. without
someé reason being givew for so doing. The guestion
a3 to the purchase of this vessel had certainly not been
settled by the vote of the.other evening, providing for
-her maintenance, and if it was sought- by the expung-
ment of this order from the paper,to get rid of all
further discussion on the point, he should certainly:
‘oppose the mation of his hon. friend oppneite, -
" The SOLICITOR-GENERAT explained that the
queation could not be finally got rid of by expunging
the-order from the paper, inasmuch a8 the purchase of
the Torch wonld agdin come under the notica of the.
Council, in the estimates for the ensuing year.

The CLONIAL SECRETARY remarked, with
regard to the purchase of the Tseeh, that he hagd.
very little doubt the home government would éonform-
to the recommendation of his Bxcellenoy, and maka
the vemsel g present to the colomy. ‘Aa. the mstter,
however, had been disposed of o far ag the present
.year wae concerned, by the vote on the Bupplemeptary
Estimates, it had been deemed right to expunge the:
preseat order from the paper, and leave the furthsr,
consideration of the matter to take place ‘on- tha.
general estimaten for 1856; . PR

The AUDITOK.GENERAL sxplained, with refep-
ence to the reaeone urged against the purchese of
the Torch, on the former evening, thst a'full report
‘upoy every point of the vessel, svould shordly be sub-:
mitted to the Government by the late- commander of
the Torch, and in due course luid befora the Contieil, :
Fiom this circumstsnce, os well as from ‘the fact of
there being a sum on the general estimates rzlative.
to this vessel, hon. mombers would: gee that the mat.
ter ‘must sgain. come under tho ooneideration of the. -
House, B

The order was aceordingly expunged.. - T
FURTHER REMEBIES TO CREDITORS" BILL,"

On the motion of the SOLICITOR.GENERAL,"
his Excelléncy’s message fronsmitting this Bill; was
read ; but, in consequencs of the Bill not having hésn
printed, the further consideration of the message was
postponed until next Wedueaday. . .

STEAM NAVIGATION: BILL, -. L

On. the motion of the SOLICITOR-GENERAL;the
House went into committes for the considerstion of
the Stesm Navigation Bill,. ) N

.The "firat. clzuse, extending, the eubic contents of
ships’ boats, aceording to achedule appended, was put
and passed.. . ' S

The second clause, providing: for the proper sdjuat.”
ment of compagpes under the regulations. of the Steam:
Navigation Beard, was proposed by ths BOLICITOR.- .
GENERAL. , ‘ ' -

Ceptain. KING said, the subject.of the adjustment
of companses Was now attranting considerable attention”
in England. He considered it was very desirable.
compasses  snoutd be properly adjnsted, Numerous.
instences had cecured of rcoident” in..consequence of
negleet in this particular.. Tt had been said by soneé
there was no guch clauee a3 the-one new propozed in
the English Bill;. all he could say was, if there waa.
not there qught . to be, It was a matter worthy of”
every considerstion, Lt

Dy, MITCHELL thought the time for the adjust-
ment of the compasses. waa whila the vessel was a% sen.
He guoted from Ceptain Johnson in guppo¥t of his
pobition, that nothing but ac ual observation could be:
relied upon for practical purposes, It would not do.to
rely npon the ndjustmment of the chipwright msde in
the harbour, The .hon. gentleman aldo quoted from
Mr, Cameron and Mr.. Miller in support of his erga-
ment. He thought the clauge could be of no value,
that it was over-iegislation, and: wonld act injuriously
rather than beneficially, and he therefors ohjected to it.

‘M, COWPER thought the clauise was unpecespary.
It wes quite impossible for any one to adjust the.
eompass when the ship was lying in harbour,-whils

" affected by so many exterunl circuwastBnees, . .

Mr, CAMPBELL thooght the certifoates off good
orier in reference to steam vessslz Bhould extend over
a ‘period- of six months, the Melbourne certificutes .
being acknowledged in this eolony and vica verza, - Ha:
thought the matter should be reforred to a select coma
mittes. . ot

The COLONIAL. SBECRETARY said, o corres-
pondence was now going on in rofersnce to the point -
alluded to by the hon. member who had just spoken.
It wes ¢onbidered desirable the certificates of each
colony should, be ackgowledged in sicher, Sieps wers
being lien. o . o

The SOLICITOR-GENER AL pupportod the clavse,
and remarked, that on one. occasion when he ‘was
‘on bosrd o steamer, hs found the two compasses pbin’.ti
.ing in opposite directions. It did not fallow hecansa '
the compass- of = vessel could not be adjusted
in a atrietly -correct manner in  harbour, that
it should npot. be adjusted a8 correctly . as .
possible. It wag desivsble that  the Doard

_should be satisfied in reference ta the - adjustment.of
the compasses of & vessel, before sha Wwent to sem, in
order to the protestion of her Majesty's subjects, The
clause should be carried out in such.a manner.as to.
prove most efféctive, and be as littls oiwerous &8
possible, o o

Mr. COWPER, said thero was no such rogulation in
the large saa porte of Fngland, . T T e

Captain KIN(G grid, he had read & paper: in-the-
Athengum, of Ustober 3bth, 1864, by Dr, Scoreshy, &
high authority in all matters connected 'with magnetic
acience, from which it appears, it was considered ne.
cespary to place posts-on either sides of tha Mersey,
to ernble shipa to sacertain the deviations dawn- the
Tiver. : T

Mr. COWPER thought, nerhaps, posts of that de-
aoription might be useful here, o -

Mr, MARTIN did not see why compasses should -
be adjusted from *‘timeé to time.” He conceived loeni
circumstonces continuing the same, they might he
adjusted permanently, He was of opinion the matter
oupht 1o beleft to the masters themselyes. He did
not think the clause as it pressut stood could be préace
tically earried out,

Tha SOLICITOR.GENERAL thought, if it conld
be carried out spontaneously, it -eonld be earried ous
compulsorily. He defended the clausg, and Bnall

¥
proposed. as an smendment, that. tha woxds * ship-
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wrlight, surveyer,” should be expunged,and the matter
left in the hands of thé Steam Nuavigation Board, ex-
glusively., .

Mr. COOPER and Dy, MITCHELL thoupght the
amendment was more objectionable than ¢he clouse as
it formezly atocd.

Mr, NICHOLS s&id the Bill before the House wae,
in gome reapects, similar to the Epglish Act, end in
others it wentgfurther, which he did not think itought
to do, He thought we might adopt the English
Steam Navigstion Act of 1854 to thia colony. It wss
desirable our Jawa should be ns much as poesible as-
pimilated to the Englisk Apts. N
+ Thé BOLICITOR-GENERAYL remarked that that
Act, containing hundreda of pages, was. a "consolida-
.tiom of the whole of the English Acts in reference to
shipping ; -he apprehended the House wss not pre-
pared to take such a colirsé atpresent, It wasdeniruble
steps should be immediately taken for the pregervation’
of the public. - He thought all the House should do
in reference t0 the- certificates was to ncknowledge
them when ipsued from the port where the vessel was
registered. . .

“The clause as amended was then put. :

Mr, NICHOLS paid the Steam Navigation Board,
ot being &’ body. corpornte; were nobody. Nobsdy,
therefore, was responaibles He thought a new Bill
ought. to e brought in,. He hoped, therefo.e, the
Uhiairman would leave the chair, and that the matter
on, the presznt occssion would not be proceeded with,

The SOLICITOR-GENERAL said the matter had
vegeived due tonsideration, end iherefore might be

roceeded with. Is iwas not considered desirdable to
-g:in'g ir & Dill during the present seseion to con-
aclidate our lsws in reference to shipping. It was
considered more desiveble to ‘observe the working of
#he English Act, and take the benefit-of thelr ex.
-perience, i S ‘ :

The question was agein put  and coried by a
_ majority of 19 to 16. . y o

'Thé third clause, “ High pressurs steam vessels to
‘bamurveyed quarterly instedd of lnlf-yenar)y,"" was put:
‘aad pasged, ) ‘ )
. The fourth 'clause, “ Regulated weight on sifety:
walves not to be exceeded undér a penslsy,” was then
pes and passed. : '

- The fifth elause “ Steam not to be turned off from
the steam pguage attachéd to the boiler under a
penalty,” was put. . . ‘ .

7 Tha MASTER of the MINT gupported the clause,
which wak then put and cnrzied, .
¢ The'gizth clause was then put. It is as follows: —
“n lien of the sealé of fées on the granting of certifi.
cates: mentiofied in -the twelith. clause of the -said
- yevited Aot, the fullowing is hereby substituted, that
-is'to say: For steamers of which the tonnage does not

5

éxceed ona hundred tons,. two pounds | for steamers |

ezceeding ‘one hundred-tons and not exceeding three

- hiandred tons, thrge pounds; for steamers exceeding

"three. hundred tons and not exceeding six hundred
tons, four-pounds’; forevery additional three hundred
"tons, one pound.”

After an- explanation by the SOLICITOR-
‘GBNERAL, who thought the icrease of fees was only
& Teasonabls one, Lo

Mr, CAMPBELL thought the operation of the
clause would press severely wpon the owners of small
veagels. Afier some time, the hon., gentleman said,
as the hon. Solizitor-General had taken no notice of
the arguments he had advanced, he should show his
sonse of duty, by moving ng an amendment that the
first seale 'of fees be reduced to the sum'of £1.

The House. divided on the amendment, with the
follewing result: =Ayes, 17 ; Noes, 18. " Béing nega-
4ived by n mojority of one,” |
" The original question was thén put and passed.

The SULICITOR-GENERAL moved that the
Chairman lesve the chair, and report the Bill, with
amendments, upon which C

Mr. COWPER thought it would act oppressively
Aipon the owners of small boats,” and moved, ag an
-aaiendment, that the Chairmar leave the chair, re-

gport progress, and ask ledve to pit sgain this doy eix
‘montihe., -

Mr, NICHOLS asked the Solicitor- General whether
it would be necessary that the fees shonld be paid
-four times in each year.. If such was .the case he
should feel bound to vote' ageinst it. £8 per yoar
would be a lorge sum for the owner of a small boat to
. pay aqmually. ' ]

1he SOLICITOR-GENERAL gaid ; No doubt it
svould be neceranry to pay £3 per yenr for all vesséls
~containing high pressure engines,

The House divided on the amendment, which was
earried by a mojority of 24 to 14, | ..

-After she Chairman had reported progress, and ob-
tained leave tosit again on this ddy. six montha,

‘Thh'Huugg'rEﬂurgéd._ . : .

HUNTER RIVER TONNAGE DUTY BILL.

“The GOLONIAL SECRETARY begged to post.
-pone the consideration of the Huater River Tonnage
Duty Bill 1il! to-morrow, . S ‘

CgUNTRY TOWNS 8STREETS ALIGNMENT

i -BILT.

- The SOLICITOR-GENERAIL, -sfter explaining
~the nature of the bill, moved ita secand reading, which
wag put and carriéd. The House then went into
-gommittes of the bill,

~The House then went into committes on the hill,
on’ the motion of the BOLICITOR-GENERAL.
After some discussion with regard to its provisions, in
whioh Mr, Campbell, Mr. Nicholgs, and the Soliettor-
Gleneral tools part, Mr. NICHOLS supgested that it
would be better to proceed with the-bill, and post-
pone the adoption of the report for a fortnight, in
order to’ give hon, members miore time thoroughly to
-tonsider it. o

.. The JHAIRMAN then left the chair, and reported
+the bill with averbal amendment. After which, the
House resumed’; snd, on’ the motion of the SOLI-
JOITOR-GENERAL, the adoption of the report was
postponed to¢ ‘Wedneaday next.,

o "+ POBSTPONEMENT,

The consideration of the Governor-General's Mes-
-aage No, 22, on.the subject of immigratior, was post-
poned until to-morvow (Thursday) week,

S TINANCE.

- On the motion of the AUTITOR-GENERAL, the
House went into committes on the Supplementary
.Bstimates, and Estimates of Expenditure for the year
1865.66..

; The AUDITOR-GENERAT: moved thet the pum
of £891,. for the gun boat Spitfire, in the following
items :—

"Gon Beat ¢ Splifire,” from let July,

- Chief officer, 8t 5120 month
Bopatswain’s mnte, at 4
Quartermpater, ot £6
‘Carpenter’s mats, a1 £D
- Ten able eeamen, ot £5
-Roy, ut £3 10s,
~Provisions ..
Fuet, iight, &a, ...
Wear and teat .
Paint, &0, 2-0 el
Ineidenial exponacd. ..

bebeat

P e

.

coocosooloaa,
cocoocmoToaD

arived

. i £01 0 0

He expleined that this boat had been terdered for,
«apecificarions . baving been mede out. by: the
Portmaster, with the assistance of the . chief
.gurpenter  of her  Majesiy's ~ehip Culliope,
There werxe three tenders gent in, the highest
of ‘which was for £2000, the next £1580, end the
lowest-£1475, The last tender wos uccepted, and the
boat was built acecording, and cerificates were handed
in to the Government by the Porimaster and by the
Surveydra of Lloyds that the boat was well bailt, and
worth the money. which-the Government poid for her,
The differenit items of the vote were put down at the
t5tes establisfed by the navy list. .

. Mr. OAMPBELL asked what gund the boat would

'I‘rge AUDITOR.GENERAL gsid she was intended
-to”carty @ thirty-two pounder, mnd he was not sware
that any invesiigution hud heen made into the matter
‘since the vessel had been uflont; but he believed she
wos guite-capable of carrying such a gun,

Mr, CAMPBELL thought ‘there was no use in the
Howuse voting @ sum of £900 for the employment of a
boat which they did nst know was espable of the
service for “which she waa vequired.

Mr. PARKES ‘mioved the redudiion of the item hy
.the sum. of £200, as the vessel would only be wanted

far four: months- of the" present -your, and not six |

unonthe, ag was ‘provided for by the estimates, He
thought that'the public had not received full value for
othe:money laid out in the purchase of this vessel,

" ‘Mr, COWPER thought the boats for the defancs of
‘tiie harbour should Be wmnder one system of control,
Now the Torch was placed under the command of the
ravil gffieér, and the Bpiuire was to be given to the
-wommend of the Portmaster, This, -he-thought was a
bad system, and that the whole control should vest in

ong head, .

‘The SOLICITOR-GENERAL :aid, that se this
particular serviceé wae rather indistinet, it would be
mecessary to bring in a bill by which the payment
:and regulation of the noval force bf the port would be
provided for, ‘ .

- Mr, DONALDSON strongly objected to the com.
mlttee aesenting to & vote which would involve a large
.expenditure of the public money under a syatemi so
inchoats as that which now seemed to be edopted by
the Government. At present it did not geem to him
35: the Torch was under the control of the colonial
‘@overnment .at home, but under that of the prineipal
xoval officer on the station, ‘

The BOLICITOR-GENERAL stated that this wan
a0t the gaae, The Toreh woa ab the dispossl, for

the present, of the colomiel Government, but
was manned for the present by men from the Yuno,
and it was the opinion of Captain Frecmantls thak
until the Torch wse made over to the colonial Govarn-
ment it was right these men shonld be rated on the
hooks of the Juno, even though an allowanee from the
Colonial Revenue should afterwards be required, .

After some very desultory discusaion, Mr. FLOOD
expressed his opinion that as the Houae last agssion
had voted the money for the building of the Spitfire gun-
boat, it would be foolish for them. not to proceed to
man the veagel and malce her serviceable, )

Mr. COWPER was of opinion that when the vote
for building gun-boats passed the Housze, it was never

contemplated that the manning of the vessel
would cost £2000 & yesr. It wag intended last
rear, in the  vote for these  gun-boats,

that they should form n kind .of foundation for the
eptablishment of a mavel volunteer corps, Now ia-
atead of a changing and voluuteer force, it was in-
tended to establish a fized and permanent force, nta
certain yate of pay. = - .

Mr. MURRAY defended the vote, and thought that
they would gain but little eredit in the world by
chenging their measures of defence from session to ges-
sion. In the present convulsed state of the old world,
they knew not from what quarter the first blow might
be struek, and they ought not to dglay one moment in
taking eyery necessary step for their own defence.

The SOLICITOR-GENERAL srid that the Hanse
1e&t seasion had come to the opinion on the vote, which
they paid for the manning of the Acheron, that it was
impossible to maintain a volunteer force, capable of
‘effectual service, on bieard any veasel.

Mr, PARKES c¢rntended, atsome length, that the
intentions of the House in voting £3000 had been de.-
feated by the proceedings of the Government, only
one half of the money had heen expended, and
one boat had been built, but = propositions
‘had been made by the Government to obtain the
possession of the Torch, as a vessel to be put under
the autherity of the Government for trips slong the
enagt, or for pic-nic parties, The manning of the
Torch would eost $8000 per annum, and the mannin
of the Spitfirs would gost £2000, making a total of’
£10,000 & year, ao expense which was. never contem-
plated by the House.

After a very great dea) of reiteration of the ai'gu-

ments Lefore made uae of,

.Mr. COWPER moved the postpozement of the item
till Wednesday next. o ‘

The House divided ‘on the amendment for a post-
ponement, which was negatived by & ‘majority of 28 to
12,
The. sum of £594, being- the cost for four months,
wag then, Voted, . o .

The AUDITQOR GENERAT: moved the followiag
itema; - ‘
Temporary fucrceses to tho pay.of the officera of the

gun boats Toreh and Spitfire, neeording to the eonle

‘of aolonial allowance voted for the offlgera of her

Mojesty’s Novy serving within the lmits of New

Bouth Walea ... e sowr e e BX3 000
He proposed the item phould be reduced to 4215, on
the same ground that the laat vota was reduced,

The sium in its reduced amount was passed.

The AUDITOR-GENERAT then propesed to take
the Naval Estimate for the year 1856,

After some discussion, thke other items in the Sup-
plementary Estimates were postponed.
~ The items in the Estimates for 1856, up to page 28,
wero postponed, .

The AUDITOR-GENERAL then moved the fol-
lowing items 1 — - ’

ATEAM GUN-BOAT TORCH..

Yieutenant commanding, at £15 88, o month

and 7a. B, per diem ... .. B3 1 o

Chief-pffier, nt £12 ditto, nnd 3s, 6d. ditto,,,.,. 208 1 0 —
. Beoond officer, &t A10 ditto, and By. G, disto... 184 1 0
Chief eagineer, at £18 ditto, avd 38, 6d. ¢itto.., 280 .10
* Asslstant gitto, nt £12 d:tto, and 34, 6d, ditto,., 2068 1 0
Guanner, st £7 ditte. and 22, 64, digte . .0 1016 O
Curpenter, ot £10 ditto, and 28 61, ditte .. 16515 O
Boatewaln's mate, nt &0 ditio, ond la, ditte,,, . 90 5 0
Two quartermastors, ot £6 ditio, and ls. ditto 180 12 0
Twelve able peamen, ab B3 ditto ..., ... 720 0 0O
Two ordinary seamen, nt £4 gitlo o0
Bix atoke+g, at £13 diito ... . 90
Cook, at £5 ditto e . eeeens, 1]
Bhip's stoward, at £6 ditto .., 2.0 0
Ofloers’ ditto, at £5 ditte .., o0
Two boys, nt £2 L0#, ditto -0 0
Provisions.. .o ]
oals ... s L]
Repaird of enginag ., e 00
BLOTOE  vovve . avsves mrent s 6.0
Wear nnd toar ..o win non L}
Palat, &o... . ¢ 9
Fuel, light, &1, 00
Inoidontal oxponees 00
Doelddng..vves aurees e 00
Cleanicg ond pajntlng the battom,.... ... 200 0 O
£6587 13 0

The AUDITOR-GENERAT, acid ;: An o wigh had hocn expresaed
that Lioutenant Chimmo should be called to the bar of the House.
ho hnd besn foreisned with a report from that gentlemnon; ond
algo a lettor, whioh, fer the informutiod of the Honae, he would
read, Referenos wans made both to tho eficleney of tho Teroh,and
aleo terother points respec-ing hers Tn his dettor ho eaid he had
the- henour to commurigate to the ooloninl Gevernmens
in refersnce to tho caphbility and effi iency of the Toreh. Thio be
was ennbled to de sfeer Raviags been in commend of her upwords
of thred yenrs, Ha regretied time wauld not ndmlit of his Fning
more into detail, in conBcquonos of hie enrly return to. Eogland;
ke-trusted, however, that tho f+cie he had ooliscted w_ou]g 00Rn-
vinea the most prejudiced person that the Torch ‘was  still
a most nvailebls ood  efflziont vorsel for the eervico
of the coloninl' Government for vigitlag the warious
porta. shd  lphthodees olong the ogomat, Jfor purveylmg
purpoacs, for . aneisting. vésoels in  distrces, ns well an
for o guntoat, He hnd also submitted plansof sectiona of the
veesel, which would re dsubt be of service in explenation. Ho
[the Auditor-Goneral) would now call tha nttenbion of the Honan
to tho ooneluding porsgraph of theletter. Itenld : Havimg hnd
three yenre' experience in the veasel, he (tha commendor) would
be willing, if cironmstances permitted, 1o oontinne in command of
the vessel for o longer poriad, That wae in iteelf a proof he nid
not conaider her the upseaworthy veesel some hon. memhers Ge-
slgootad her. [¢¢ Notfoseaworthy—not fit far o gunbont,” Hear,
hoar.) Tn comnclusion, he stoted, on the renewal of hig hsulth, he
should be glad, if catl¢d on, to command the Toreh fir & poriod of
five yeurs, He Lad bin owa opluion of the gupubilities of the
stoam-vossel for the purposes intended by the Goverament, nnd
he would be mest happy to command her an o gunx bost: The
‘hon.gontlemon then read the report whish nceompanied tho
letter; “which wns, o:1ho following effsct :—The hull was com-
platad in' 1844, by Mara, of Blaockwall, ' Ii wos sound, and of &

niueh greatar thickness than was ‘necessary for the hulls of mer-

shant vo-pele, There wnas anohjectlon raived.to iron boats for war
purpodes, excapt 1n elose action, Iron would tenr by a spent ball,
but within a range of 4200 yardd the shot . pasaed through, elean
through, but the holes wire plugged as easily as they were o
wooden vessels, The outer surfsce plates wers, howeavor, shightly
deteriorated for want of -dogk to place the vossel in for threo
yeare. Tho'engines wore i perieot order, made by Howard and
Capel, and cost 87000 ; they wero without a flaw, of I18) horse
power, of diret actiow, and worked eosily nnd swieothly. They

hed spare gesr for sl porte in oases of emergeacy. They
wera  superierr to ' nmew, huving  been  tried in
heavy  weatker, and  under |, every  clroumstaneca,

Tho boilers, which wers of the tubuler de-eription; wers new 14
1832, axd wonld lost for even years by grezaing thom luslde when
copl, 0z by the irtrodaction of wopd ashes oooisionally, They
might now and then require allght “ropair, as all boilers would.
Their eost. was £2000, znd they were intended for eevea yoors’
servige, Tho gunnery cetablishment couslsted of one 33-peund
gun for Arlog ehot or shell, working on a pivot, aod arranged o
that they wero gepobla of bearieg upon ony polut; two braes
&-pounder guas, and s(X brassewlvels. Durlag tha lsst commie-
slon the Torch mytnted & 45.0wt. gua, bot -Lnviag to perform: a
lobg sea vn{ngu it waa repleced by A lighter pus, the -onenow on
board.  Thiwcould agsln be altered by gewing her previous gun
and bringing the present, one nft. Added to "thees are the
9-poundor.land acd ses bervice rocket-lubes for -shell rooketa.
Genseguent on the lozg servies originally intended for the Torch
(sevan ypars) sho was fmmersed two .feot beyond her ‘proper
bearings with gnaners’,.boatewaius’, carpeaters’, ongincors’, and
hydrographie storss ; sdded to these the resistanos Presentod by
. Masts, yards, taps, gape, &, would not permit of uny great
specd, nevertheless, 1 ernooth water and light deaught the Torch
would gream 183 znoty per hoar. The masts nnd-yards were only
placed in the vessol tu briog ber cut undet sail.' ‘Fhesc of couree
‘would not be romeved (their welght being 7 1ons); Tho fouloes
of her bottom, from three yeurs' szn work, WaB alo a griut
impediment to her bend wWay. Bhe 'waos, with three
other vessels  orjgltally  intended  for deppntoh bouta.

AB asen boat the Toroh hed been in almost every.criucal position -

to which o vearal was linble, and noder every siroumstangn hud
behaved ndmirably; tho uppar works belng’ of a delionto eon-~

, stragtion had of courag etarted by the.s¢a, but tho hall had never

somp.alhed. ~Lying-to in a gole she was mest casy and safe, . 4
oonylncing ‘preef of this was scen ln the clrcumstanes 1hat when
eho was broaght out pho.oarricd flve boats at the éavits without
tho elightest dimage. Ha thought [ zom hin thrao yoats' Kogws
ledge of the TForeh thot sha would last four, er five years withon
new boilers or thorsugh Tepair, provided sho was not constantly
warked, ond attondon paid t9 these whoen opportunity offerad.
Tn nddition to that ho had obiained informaotion om ono ortwo
other points which had been csapeelslly ailuded to. The plutes of
the Toreh were thicker by $70-elzlithe ofjun Irch than the dosorip-
tior of plntes usualiy employed In ihe construction of mec.bunt
voesoig. The plates of tha Yorgh were flve-pighin; whila the plote
of ordinary vesnels was only threc-cighth ineh; so that, sliow.ng
for any corroslon whivl might have tuken placo, tho plates on the
‘Foroh were conaiderably stronger than those on merchant ves:ols,
Another item upon which he hud received informatl m was the
foriy-flvo owt. gun now at Neweaste. If thot gun waa applied
for it -weuld.bo hended over am peon o8 the ship wus
ready for its reception. A otatoment had bsen made the other
nightiby the hon, und gallant member- from Glouceetor in refoers
oceo to the quuutity of coals carried by theo vessel. . It was statod,
if he reaolicoted rightly, that the quantity she cowid enrry was
ouly five’ daye’ conenmplion. He, lLewover, ha baen intermed
by the gullantoifleer commanding her that she eduld hold twelve
deye’ oynsumptivn,  Hho wae oupable, therefore, of paing any
distango aleng the oonst Iime. In naditdon ' to tha
Teport and letter -of Lieuteoont Chimmo, hs' had sise
in hia popzession roportd from twe other offlcers of the Govern-
mont, who lnspected the veseel at tha time of her valuatiuvn—he
nlluded to the valuntion referred 10 in the GoveruoraGenwrals
minute—g£5000. Ono repIrt was, that of Mr. Bdward Morigrty, o
gontleman of eome repitution in sush matters, Ho suid, In refe-
1ence to the boat, thut meny of the plates, partleulsrly in the. fore
body, had been n good deal corvo ted, and some of the rivet heuds
WOTO nyuoh rectoed, bue the substancs of the plates was origioally
auch that they wera still of vory conplderably thickness, Ho had
sounded her round thosd pluces whoro the plates usnaily deonyed
firat, but wishout boing. 0Me 0 delvel woyspst whoro they would
require resewlng, Im fxct, a3 far as he could discever, the vessel
only reguired to he thoroughly -olonned and- wall painted to bo in
verygoed order, Tho engiues, a9 for us he oould nise.ver, with.
out scelng tnem moved noder slesm, gocmad to be inexasalleat
order, and were supplied Wwith spnto gear of all kinds Likely to ba
required,- ‘The boilers genernlly were in'wood condition, with tha
gxoaption of & amall leak in the bo tom of oar, From the manner
In which they were bedded, he could not get &t it to segereain ite”
extent, but he had been Informed by the engineer thatit wus
only trifling, The form of the hmil was woususlly strong
o«f B vessel of ~ hor tonongo,- the angla iron Tibs
being only 13 inohes apart; the plates on the 1op sldes were

muoh atouter thap usosl, and were in' good coudition, The
bottom plates, of conrss, conld hot be ozamined while tho vossel
Wi ofloat, It wan nesrly T¥0r years: aines ehe had byen docked,

5 | weoden boats when the Arst questios was aeked-him,
_&ware that the French had di*eonticned to nro thom in their navy.

-by n hostilo equodion, ]
sero they to defend themselves, or ropel the cesailunts I

‘Ides wae preposterons,

ao that tha plates might be a little corroded, The ertimated yaize
of the hull und machinery was about £5000. Bome of the plates
wore Tednesd, but their substense wWas originaily suzh that they
were sill of ronmderable aponRil. In (host Pt whoto they
usunlly gave way first,  tliey wera anot  able to
deteor  apy apot  whore  they  requited | removing.
He had nleo nrepoert of the gurveying shipwright, of the Bteatn
Navigation Bon-d, Mr. Cuthbe:t, who wns vmployed by the Go-
vernment for the prrpase of makisg ropovts of thiaeort He
anid hohad the hounwr to stute for the informotion of thic Govern=
ment, that ke had made p minu'e examiantien of the veeerl, her
storer, &o., snd as far as he ¢could form an opinion while she was
oflont, he thouzht she waa warth maohinery, s:ore’, and quip-
ments, suppasing the hattom to bein good order—sbout 6000, Al-
tthongh the valueof the vessel was not immedintely befora tho
Couneil, ha thoaglt it praper t? read thosa lotters in crder thac
hon. member- might ge in psasession of the fucts.

Mr. MARFIN moved thut Lientenant Chimmo ho oalled to the
bar of the House, which war put ond passed. -

Tn answer to questions put vy the COLONIAL BECRETARY,
this gentlemnn etated that he had been three years in commaund of
the Torch, ond bolieved she would bo suitable toa'l the purposes
of tho colony.

By Mr. MARVIN: Thourhtthoro were objestions ¢3 this vosael
being nsedasn gunboat, but atthesame thine, he belley :d she might
be mnde available for this purpose  He preferred n wooden boat’
for . warllke aarvices. Thu thickness of the Tordh'siron plntes
wns nbout fivo-eighthe of an inch; but it Ald oot follow, that
the thiolier ‘the plutes, the greater tha danger from . the
siriking of . shet on the vessel’s sidag.  {Mr, Martin bers read
cxtraots from 8ir_ Howard Douglaes, tending to sho'w that.the
thioker the plates the greater the danger, not only from the frag-
mentary splitting of the plates, but the aplitiiog.of the shot also ;
and shuwing, likewise, in tha vpioion of this nuthor, iron hoats
waoro wholly ubsuitable fo - the purposes of warfare.] The wit-
nezs replied that ho-wna not prepured to deny the acouracy of Bir
Howard Douglase’s alatements, an it wan quita ppesiblo-that hig
oxporimezts might ‘be tight under certain circumstances, nnd
wrong under others, He ghould he sorry te dizpute the nrgus
ments of 80 bhigh an euthority  without hovisg m
tho firau instamee mide  tno  neeeeaary  experiments.
All the boisarke wara made of wood. © At depooded on'the diss
tanee o to the effect a ghot would have onan iron hoat or one
mado of wood. At 200 yacds distsnes, an iron boat would ‘not
suffer more damapethan a wooden one; but beyond that distsnan
s fron boat would be ploeed nta dissavontago, compnred to one
made of wood. Irom gun-honis do a0t exist .now. lo the Britiah
navr. Onoof the rensone for their not being used wis, beoausa
they were usmsuituble for the purposes of war, snd alzo on
nooount of the” wonnds thut would be made ut loog
rabge. A phot at 200 yards distance would do mo more
damoge to. .an  iron vessel thon. it would to o, .wuoden
one the shot wonld paas cleas through. Thess clréumstanoes wera
known tothe zuthorities. a% homs, . He thouglit, for tha purpese
of warfore, 1that worden vessels Wore more suitable thon ivon, -He
wae qulto olenrin his opinion. He hud stated 1hut };anpra!errc:l
1o-wha not

Ha woi not awara thot they worn coveldered by the French as
unflt nnd maest uasnitable  There were nine irom vessela now ba-
lopging to the British nuvy, - He did not say there were nonein
answer to s previous question. e had sod thefo wore nine ;|
fivn of them were as small 02 the 'Toren') they wero ueed as tens
- gers to the largo Lino-of-battle hlps, snd se gunbosts. Tho Terch
could darry seVenty tens of gonl, abant oight dsys’ ‘consumption.
She wwent ot the rate ef ten to ton and o hatf tnots aniheur, duridg
oolm weather; he did not know ltow fast she corld go ngninat o
head-wind. - H= khew that thers wora Boveral small steamers of
Iess power and tonngge in the harbour of 8ydney, which went
tagter than tho-Toren ¢ld; there wers four that ho kuow of Ho
thooght tha stesmer Toreh Wag o very good vessel to be

maée an attsok.  The Terch and the Spl'firs would be foreed o
eneak off without firing a shot ; apd if, na wos argued, the forts
would fire shot and sholl, conld net the vessels of the sguadren”’
fre dath fon Thath, wadiwhet for shent Ae 1o Capisim Cnhmmny, he
had mueh plensure ln-referring to the straightforwnrd menner in
which he had given his cvidenoo hefore-the commitee, and he
hopéd ho would ona day have the commund—he wes Sesmingly
o, willing 8¢ nay time to take~of tho Torch. DBut did he {Cap-
tain Ghivgmo) not soy that he would fieht-the Torah at the dia«
“tance of. 503 ot G600 yarda. instead of 260 yarda? No matter how=
ever what distanee he proposed to flght with snoh o vergel, obbher
shuipa-could ilght .at simliar distancey oni parely uader such
oircmmstanecs, ‘8 vessel like the Torch would be blown out of the
woter. It hod; hothomght, been quits olearly o d sufEciently
proved, that the Torok woe altogether noflt for n mun-ofewar,
tlow oA & ateamer, and ‘wonld nlg? Drove very expenelve to
the "gouniry. Exoept fthat it wao oclear ihere was 1o
swonfidenca to be jlaced in' the Govorament, there had boen
nothing presented Lo lils mind in the 8hape of renson or argument,
from the minidtorlal eide of the House, and nothieg to jostify thoe
enmmitt.e in giviog the vote beforo tho House,  With “respeot to
the Juno, ho would be Inclined to plage far more rellance on her
than on four suck vossols as the Torch nnd Bpitfive, but she was
hers onedayand away the next, remainioeg abaent five or slx weoks
ut o timo, while in the interim'the safety o' the olty in caae of
atteck would -have to depen! upon the gun-bonts—the title gun=
boat being a misnomer in both inetandce-, for neither vegesl had o
gun upon deok, nithough they wera to cost 1ha conutry £3.00 or
£9000 o-yesr, to bo eommanded thev knew-not by whom, nnder
what government they ware to not they wers ignersnt, and while
boih were in a state.of uttor ineflloienoy! This was the woy in
which they were golby to spend cho pPulilo moeney ; aod he would
ask, now that the pne:ibiity of the skpronch of war was so much
talked about, was there.any ecomomy or apparent sufety in tho

opurse of -lavish expenditure wheeh they were adopting. He
wonld  nek  them to mark his warde — that
the .ecolony would Lmow- %3 its epat, in less

thon twolve mantho, what fesrful expenra the purcbase of
vneas boats would entall. -Xi had been ndmitted that indeed there
was ot preseat o amatl leak in her biler ; her coppors wanted re-
poir, ned it waild turn out in 6 short tima that she would require
pew boilera; she would cost the aoloay n thoueand pounds before
they arrived [rom England, In {zat, Bhe Was workh nothing mere
than to remein what'sho had hgen go long a timié—n uscless hulk,
lying in the Cove. However, under all tho circumstances, he wup
ivglined to 14t the Government have all they demazded
in tue lmmp, and  hold them respourible, and {hus save
the time and Inconvanlence of going through the items in detall
duy ufter day. The reasans and argunients put forward by the
minority, g0 far ne he could ee, had_npever beon anewered by tho
other side of (he Houee,' The guasi patriotlsm whish he other
aide of the Housa sdvanccd for theit aupport of tho Governoment
‘wak too well understood to requira comment ;- and now it
seemed Was not ‘the time for them to go on the .poliey
of £ n d, ' They -were, however, lhe truatece of the pabiie
money And Ruawerable 1o the sountry for an expenditure of neorly
& million eterling, and they ware by.Tight bound to see that not
ono ‘arthing of-thut money was sguantered. And he, ns a metter
of daty, wos determined to be-found at-his post, dulixg what he'con=
ocived was for the good of the couniry: Tharcasonsndvanced by the
misority for their opposition to & wusteful cxpenditure had never
been snswWered. Heason and justios Wos on their alde, whila on
the other side's Rominee power overtiled the opposition, He was
oonfldent that the proposed defencez wonld mever anewer tho
purpose or justify the expendituce tant would be livished upon

EHl. .

M. CAMPBELL ngain addressed the Honse, oppostog sll grants
for nuvsl purpoeed a8 proposed by the Goveroment.

Mr, NICHQLS nuggeeted the propriety of oslling the Port-
master to tho bar of the House; and movoel an amendment po-
cardingly. - . . -

Upon'which, the Houss divided, and it wes negatived by o

omployed | in  commuciestiig  with'  Port Qurtis,- and
sloo for earrying etores; he considerod thot §¢ was
Tbetter adapted  te kot 3ervico thanm the Vistoria tug

bost; one was 350.tenahnd | 1B0-horea {mwer, ond the other was
only €0-horse power. In nn coouomical point of view ha thought
the Torch was botter than the, Yiotoria ; the Toreh waw the hest
bont the Governmesnt could get, sha could parry conls suffl:ient to
g0 to Newceantle and boew, Hooould imngine o better vesael than
the ‘Lorch ; ho could oocstruét oms that was better suited to the
plirpo:es she was intended for than the Tosch, Tho sort of vessel
he wou'd construct would dopend entively oo what she was ine
tended tooonvey ; if ahe was 10 covvey storas and- 26 pnssengors
s thougkt they coald not have a better vossel thna tho Carch ) ha
would oonstronat o vessel to esTEY 1 largs quantity of soalsand to go
at o gronter speod. 'Tho Toreh carried n pmull quantity of conls for
her size and.tonnage, but that wa1 on nosonns of her belng built
originnlly“for o cespatch bont., He censidered that £600¢ per
angum would be anffcient to keep the Toroh. Ble would not gt
£8v00 per anoum. The Tor¢h would be useful for other purpuses

In disteces outsido the Heads, 08 the Acheron did on two or three
cooaslons; eho would nlsn he usefwl in communicating with Po:t
Curtig, and visiting the uifferent lighthouses, -and she would
apewer 1ho purposes of a sucvey ohip os well s a gun-beat. It
was hid ppinion ‘that the 'Porch Wonld ‘anewer the purfioaes of
guB-boat. - o had sald before, “that 1here could met be
& better opiniun to . go by thim Blvr Howard Douglang,
Haold net dispute the fagt #blel Biv “Huward Dougines. atnted,
that “ our veswels wore niflt Zor war,” He bad not rend the
volume which the hon. memher was quoting ‘from.- " He still
thenght the Toroh wonld be & giod gua-boa',” If ho hud the
optlon of ehoosing o boat, he would tale aa irom onelf he aould
got it for nothing, If ho chosy botween an irgn and a wooden
boat, he wonld chooss o wiuden one, It would depend on the
weuather os to the time Et would take to go to Port Curtis,. The)|
distance wny abont %00 miless The Tereh enrricd 70 tons of doale,
oud four months’ provislony for fifty men, betwaen her lowar

would ke . to pgo -to Fort Curila,
how long it would talke if there wus n storm all the wWuy.

Ho did zet know
If helr

the Torch one 32%-pounder gun. . Ho «id nol know when the coo

ontiroly when it was sent for. He'knew thatn good many guns
had been sent for which had not srrived, It depended om the
drders thot hid been given; lLe knew that many months had

wasol the apmo oniibre, but 1t was notso heavy as the ona they had

anawer tho quastion. whetuer 'the Gov.rumonl wWere right ln
ohoosing an iron voeeel in praferenan 1o 8 wooden ene, on acoeuut
of efficiency. The Toroh w8 0 vory long time coming out to this
coleny, but thot wan owjap to elronimstances, He had to muke
different surveys, He wwnd about o month suryeying They sallad
from Englaud if'June and arrived jn February. The Tofch was
lowed by o edlling vedapl during thi ¢ o le-winde, Tt was a novalty
for a Breamer to be towed by 4 enillng vessel, (Langhter.) The
Toroh ulaw towed the Heraid during the 03ima. The Herald towed
tho Turch alter they pusded the equetor and got into the ‘tride
winds. (Laughter.) e '

"By the BULICIPUR-GENERAL ¢ He did not knaw what would
bo the coss of n vessal buitt of wood ; i¥ would depend oniirely on
tho consruction. He ihiought o new stenmer would eost moro
than S10,000, for thy onginés Would cost B7060, . He gid not knew
what an iroa veasel would 008t Io wouid lake s very long timg’
to get out o veasel if they urdered 1v to be bollt fof them, . Ths
. @@ the Turoh would be employed for wuuld bp 1o prevent yeseala

irom entericg the Henda, They would not mekg n-stand-iip
fight, but wuuld fight by BiTatsgem, aud -womd zhh trom
bohind corners, Thoso werd colled sneaging . vesmels,. Tley
oould  with  their 4wo  gun8  rake foro.. and. it
paszonger stenmers of her pise conld naot odrry gums on mo-

uppeT deck. The bulwarks Were sll mado of wood, a=d there
Would be no danger to be feared -from the eplin cta os if 1t wae

CRYE,
Torch now 1n the seryice of (e British uavy ¢ flve of them werg
emploted in the Bule, - They were employed a8/ ghnvhaosts -and

. tencers ta the line of battle shipa; thoy Wwers ploneors, and they
carried two .lnrge guas on tho -upper deck. -One of .the
gune-of the Torch wdighed 45 ewl, and they could fire from it
tulld ehat amil shell’; ahe other 3% peunder they gonld re'shot
and shell frum. They also had twWo . brass glx-poundars, end six
ono-poutiders, which would be used for ologe seilon. Thoy had

| W0 'moriera for nine-psundsr rocists. He thought o stesmer

| Waa more elficient far u gunb0at thun a sailing yeesel. The Toroh

* could oarry savan anys'coal, 70 tunay, nnd ber tosnsge wae nboat
330 zane. Arrumgements could be made, il mecossary 10 go n
voyage of & fortulghs, for her to durry 100 toos, He would not bo
wfrald of any spliaters fruim the vide of the vessel.  He (hought
she might be uvailable for-fout yoars with proper care. -

By wr. QOWEPEL ; The Toreh would uso ren tons of.coal fo go
ol full sream duriny the twepty-four houre, ..

By fdr.- MAATIN 3 He ¢id 2ot koow how long they took to go
from Bydaey to wlorston Boy. Ho thought they called nt Port
Biaphens, aod ot the Percy E:l0g, they aleo onlled at Port Cartis,
thoy did ‘maken vacy long voy2ge, but cousldering the 'ciroucm-
g:ances it wue not ko, - . Co L

By the SOLICITOR-GENERAL: They did 'not como allthe
‘way from Hogland by stoam, snd thele passage was longer th son-
penonce of Lheir aatrying agu ira soily, .

BY Mr, MARVIN Y Benrogt v Guvernment wouill make o
goad bargein if they boughe rhe Toreh for £5000, and that 1t wonld
anewer all the porposes required of it. |

~Mr. MARTLN moved ¢ 1'nat Lieutenant Chimmo having aasested
tho puparlority of o wooden bast o n guuboat, ihis committee
expressasits opinioa thay it is inespedient, to expend nny portion
of the pablie funds in ‘Providing offlosrs and men for the ‘Corch
alegmer a8 8 yunoost,” ' Hy ountended that.the committos need
not aansider thomeselves bound by the vote on o formor osoasion,,
inasmuol ga tho evidengo nddaced Lud to n-goctuln extent onarged
the aspeot of the question.  Lientenant Chimao had anequive-

opinion :hat’iron vesacls were not sulieblo for purposes of war;
aud taking this vvidesce in conjuncilon with the high anthocdiy

why the commicien should panss befora they involved the couniry
iz tho iargs expenditure proposed £or thig veasel. |

The BOLICILUR-GEABRAL hud no heeltation to stating what
he wna piro overy member of the Gavernment would echo, that if
they bad tho oboiee they would nndoubtedly selcet a wonslen bost.
Bug thie wes not tha guco. Toere wus no wooden easel ot com.
and : ond it they waited uptil ooe was bolit for the purposes of
defenca, they might bs reising the proverh of -starving the steed

- whilsf the graws wue growing- - Lheiz only course under the efrs

cumstanoes wue t3 lugk aroynd and select the most suitable vesssl
th_ey could obtuin, aRd- this, according to the evidenco both of
Lieatenant Chimmoe and the officers of the Governmeat, waa tha
Toreh. -Wny ehould they not, then, cesing ths dunger to ha pro-
vided  againat, muke the best | bargnin they
aould undor 1he -oiroumstanoos, hy . acospting
the Toroh at the Fow. iguro already meuntioned. If, as ho said ba-
fore, the Honso dil not - apprulend ooy donger from the pieeent
war, lotit ery 8o st dnee, gnd thus put na ond te the mattoer ;
but if they tuouget atherwise, Why ahould they not avnil them-
solved ol the oniy. arrangement which effered for providing for
ThElr 06T pronkaon § - .-
Mr. DONALDAON s1id ho felt convinged that, after two, thres,
four, or five yaeys it will be fourd that tha minority who hava
opposed the-o voles ol extrav4geds cxpendituro during the seps
slon, woald be £,nad 1n the right, sad the majority who have car-
ricd them through would, on the other husnd, bo foungdto have
been In the wroag. (Hear, hear.)  As to the dofenaee themeelves,
he bad beeome complacely weat¥ of bearing of disouesions in ro-
forence 10 the wsubjest, nid be fur one would much rathor,
sueiny oll the srgumerts of the minority were thrown away, thot’
tae Governmont shou.d be permltted to vote the whols Kstimatcea,
do Whot they liked, aod take (be whole of the responsibility on
themselves.” Hu would prefor such o course to haviag the itema
gone through 1n dotail, with such a wujority agalnst them, Ho,
far one, woilld be willing to let tho Gavercmant hove so muen
money per anunm withéut gnostion, nnd then -hold it roaponsible
for tho msnner ot itz vdpenaluiee. Lo wad useless for the ropro-
sentutive members of thut Toasa to think of ehecklny tho lavish
pquandosing wnich was now ¢irrled on when thare were iauan
lurge majorities arrayed ngoaisat them in A House ornslating: of.
eightean Guverament members. He thought, under theso ciroum-
stancos, tho opposition would consult its own diguicy moce if they
ieft the whole guestion of the estiutes to the GuVernment, nod
let it purchuze its Toroh ond Bpitfre, -guns ond orews,

and enter wte any other . OXtT«Vagant arvdDgement it
thought proper. In .another point of view, with refer-
enee to the defendes: . everything the Government

hud. proposed, nltheugh invelviog u largo oxpenditure of publie
money, would provo utieriy o-eless for the purposes pruposzd.
Tho Government held out the dr-adful threat that, if the harbour
wun not ot onee defended, Syd~ey would bo laid in n.heap of rulns
But hoW, if sttoh a hostile visit w'm:li p:l:l,

uraly
nut by meany of the 'Porch nnd her thirty-two' pounder. Tho
With reg-rd to thoir intended batieries
and fortlfications, he must Suy TRAY dlrendy too mudh or too
little had beon dune. Taero wer2 to ba five or aix foris ercoted on
as many pointsin the harbsur, Whioh would cost the' country
immenes sums befora they wers completad, and they were to hare
.ctulsere near at hand to nssist in the defongs of- the city, But he
would ok, would not all such oostly preparations be utterly use-

» i & squadrem, or oved 8 good: [rlgate of an ¢kemy

b:siden proteoting the horbour ; she would be nble to desist vossels |

deoks, It would depend entirely on the weather as to how long it |

the way there was o storm and half the way it wns favonrable, o [; M
wonld inke about five days, - He kad xeen the gun bo.t Spitfire but |:
he kad pot exanuned her, Ho was notprep:ved (o ey whether |- fi
sho waa constructed {1 proper mennar ot bot. Hehodon beavd [l

that was sent for from, Woplwich would arrive, it would depend |’

olnpsed since the gun had been sent for—it was # 32-pounder, it |!

Ao o% board, that one woighed 45 cwt. Ha ‘was not prepured to |’

| count of their consiruition, they were obllged-to be bullt {n & par- |
“ticular woy to coarry guok-~thoy -fought in the vesdel from tho |

iron. The Turek would bo corvicoabla for four yesra with proper |-
There wern nine iron -vesicls abont the' kamp ‘sign g the. |-

colly, although no donbt reluctatiily,- exprep-0. -his desided |-

of Bir Howard Douglaes, he thought these was. abandant . reason |

majority of 2040 11, ° . .

¥r, NICHOLB renewed Tilsa motion for ealling the Portmaster
to the bar of the Houea to give evidence ln reference to the eatis
mata under ¢oncideratisn.” The Houed divided with the snme ro-
ault as on the provious ooodelon.
© Mr. PARKE3 then moved that the ostimate for maoning the
Torch far the yoar 1856 he postuopned until next' Weamesday, to
onabts the ohicf englnoer of thut veseel to be oxnmined at the bar
of thé Housge,. N - " . o

Mr- COWEER .again . entered his protest agoiopt the mode of
proceeding, believiog, as be did, that the Taroh wae wholly unfit
far ahe purposes to . Wtich she wna appropristed, and that theez-
penditnra to be incurred wonld be & eheer woato of money. I
they were not 10 havo the evidence of the Portmaster he wai. of
opinion that the teast thing the Goveroment might do was ta oon--
oedo the evidenea of- tho engineer of the Torel ; and hoshonld,
th rofore, propose that tho item be postponed in order to wllow. of
- ths-engiveer being examined nt tho bar of the ITouse, o

Mr. - MURRAY- pointed ont, with reference to the evl-
dence. ‘of .« ‘Lientenant Chimmo, that this- gentlemon wae
goicg home ‘o Fngland © in  the Phwmuleisn, {ovalided,
. nad conld, therefors, bave no desire to give intorested evidenoo.
with-any prospést of geitlng the command of the Torgh or gesur~
ing any other ndynutagn of eelf int-vest, )
i Mr. NICEOLS and Mr; CAMPBELL relternted the arguments
In fuvour of ah adjuurnment, in order t0 procure the ‘pvilence of
thé onginoer, 0 H C

My, PARKES observed that his desire to otain the evidsnco of
.4he englocer was porfectly bond fide, He had-repeatédly sugpested
-both that evening and. yesterduy 1he- propriety : of ocslling in tho
engineer, as ha beiieved this pérsen’s evidence wotld prove ba-
yond o doubt that the:vessel in questlor was upseaworlly, .and
‘otherwiee unsulted to the objests whioh she w3 intended: to- pro-.
mote. . ) T L
" Tho amendment for postponement was then put,
by & majority of 27 to 10, ey 2
The original :motirn woas then putaud paesed-on:n di¥lsion
:27 to 10, the minority being Messrd, Cooper, Oakes, Defizldepn,
iCowper, Parkos, Morrle, G. Bowmin, Campbell, Nichels, ‘and

ar .ia. . B i

On the ATDITOR-GENERAL moving the voto for the Hpitfirs
ey MIGHOLS. mived - thet he Chairmnu leave tho chelr,
roport prograns, AMd ask leavd 16 alf Agnin to-lorraw,

Mr, ATARTIN gnid ho-had heard $he Epitflca was partly bullé
-bofore tho tenders .Were isaued, sod wns teken up frem any
. bot eatisfaotory resong. | .- - o

(After some oxplanation feom the AUDITGR-GENERAL, .

The question of-adjeurnment wag put and negatived by o mas
iJotity of 22 to . .- .

Mr, PAKKES pxplalded the eiraumstances under which he had
been jnduoed to oppoee the item preposzed to be exponded §ir the
8pitlre, ooe of hie princiyal rendons belng that the tlmbers wera
innntmeted for'previona to the isine of the rtenders, and thntshe
| WAB eoneaquentiy uneuited, by tho poiure.of her conatruetion, for

i the purposes slie was intendod to sudbgrve. .

M, CAMPBELG. sgain . addressed: the Houre -at-soie-length; -

,wlth a viow of showlog tha neceselty for un adjuurnment, He
‘osnoluded by moviog that the Choirmau leave tho ‘chair, report
i progreen, and ank lenvo to sit ngudn 10-morrow; but the amends
- ment wos o0 ared irregular, in consequendoe OF 4 eimilar one hav-
ing baon made, and negatived, o fow misntea previoualy.

Mr. COWPER opposod the vote, 41 eome length, chiefiy on the
ground that tho bost would be of Ae uae o2 a'means of dofence,
.and aleo beduwse it Wwas cintrary to the spivit of the rosoluztion
i punned by the Fousg Inet easion. o
: -tThu testylmube,-ns-followu, wan then put and passed by o mojarity
cof dltor.. oL o -

Chiel Ofd. cryat £12 & month, anid Sa, 8d. por

.
' dicm ot eeewar el v BRIR 1 0
r o Boaeweidlewmdile, wt S MMy a0d Idilio .. W 6 9
- Quartrrmaster; st £6 ditto, and s ditko ..., 90 6 0
Corpenter's mate, st £3 ditto, und ls. ditto ... 126. 8 &
Ten acic seamen, at B3 ditto.  ineee  cvree 600 0 0
Boy, ot £2 10s. ditio - o e 30 0 0
Provislong...- ..., [ T 6
Fusl, {:ht, &ow -, 0.0
‘Waarnud tour 00
Paiot, &0, ... ... LY
Incidextal expensca 00

e

Tﬂti;l . o B1BT2 8 6

Gn the. motlon: of .the AUDITOR-GENERAL, the Hoana Ta-
sumed, tho Chalrman reporied progtess, and obtzined leave to sit’

ugaix to-morrow. .
: ’ POSTPONEMENTS.
Beomd rending of the Gunpowder Bxportation Bl untif to-
morrow, | v } .
Beovnd Teading of the Flre Brigade Bil] wntil to-marraw,
. Ec§0n¢ teading of the 8ydoey Buildlng Bill until that day
wvaelr, - Lo -
¢ . - GQAUGE- OF RAILWAYS ACT REPEAL BILL.
“Thie Bill war read & third time, and phsaed.
The House adjourned at tweoty mitutea past fen until three'
168K to-morrow (this dey). :




