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Report

This information is about a report on

education in NSW for students with disability.

A Parliamentary committee wrote the report.

Parliamentary committees are set up by the

government to look into important issues.

They wanted to find out what education is like

for students with disability.




They talked to a lot of people to find out about

» The problems for students with disability
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We will talk about what they found out next.




Inclusion in schools

A big thing the report found is that there is not

enough inclusion in schools.

Inclusion means all students get to join in

together.

The report found people think inclusion is

good for everyone.




Inclusion can work if there is enough money for

+ Staff to have good training

* Adjustments

* Accessible buildings.

easy read Adjustments are changes schools make so
‘ﬁfﬂ; students with disability can take part.
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When inclusion does not happen it can be

very bad for students with disability.




When there is not enough inclusion

The report found students with disability do not

get the support they need to do well at school.

Lots of things that happen to them are

very hard.

This report said that when schools do not give

students the support they need sometimes

they do the wrong thing.

The students then often get in trouble from

the school for doing the wrong thing.




Schools might use restrictive practices.

Restrictive practices stop students from

moving freely.

They might be kept in a room on their own.

Students with disability are suspended from

school more than other students.




Suspended is when the school thinks a student
did something bad and tells them not to come

to school.

e When a student gets suspended it is for a

- Nl short time.

Sometimes students with disability get expelled.

________ m- "‘ Expelled is when they are told they can never
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come back to the school.




The report found when things like this happen

students with disability do not want to go to school.

This is because they feel

* Upset

e Stressed

* Not welcome.




Things that happen at school can give students

with disability mental health problems.

Mental health means how you think and feel.

The report also said students with disability
get in trouble with the police more than other

students.




School Culture

The report found some schools do not have a

good school culture.

School culture is how everyone feels and

acts at school.

When there is a bad school culture students

-’ L & with disability are not treated in a fair way.
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The report said lots of bad things happen to

students with disability at school like

e Bullying

e Discrimination.

Bullying is when you are treated bad by

/Nouarea someone who does things like
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« Says mean things

;,‘ * Hurts you.

Discrimination is when someone treats you

bad or different because of who you are.
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How schools talk to students and families

The report said many schools do not

communicate well with

+ Students with disability

* Their families.

Communicate is when the principal or teacher

talks and listens to the students and parents.
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What type of school is best

The report said people did not agree that
special schools are best for students with

disability.

Special schools are separate schools for

students with disability.

Some people said that all students with

disability should go to mainstream schools.

Mainstream schools are for everybody.

Other people say special schools are a good

choice for some families.
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Schools do not have what they need

The report said schools do not have what

they need to support students with disability.

Teachers said they need more

« Skills

* Time for the students.
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Workers who give teachers support in

the classroom

 Have too much work

* Need more training.

There should be more teachers with disability.
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NDIS and funding problems

Many families want students to get NDIS

therapies during school time.

NDIS therapies are things like help with

» Speech

» Writing

* Mental health.

Schools sometimes do not let students get

NDIS therapies during school time.
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This is because they do not want students to

miss out on class.

The government looks at how much extra

help students need from their teachers.

The government then says how much extra

money a school gets.

Sometimes the money is not enough.

Sometimes there is not enough information

for the government.
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Complaints

The report said it is hard for families to

make complaints.

Complaints are when you say you are not

happy with something.

Private schools only have to follow some of

the laws about complaints.

Private schools are schools not run by

Eia i

Rl the government.
Australian Government
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What needs to change
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The report came up with many changes to

help students with disability.

[N

The big changes the report talks about are

» Changes for teachers

* Changes for schools.

The next part talks about what changes

should happen.
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Changes for teachers

The report said teachers need more

disability training
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* When they are teachers.

Teachers need to learn more about

Autism Spectrum Disorder.

“
= t\ih g Austism Spectrum Disorder is when your
"\7 . \g brain works a bit different to most people.
| f
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Teachers need a good reason to do disability

training like

« Extra money in their pay

» Support to do the training.

There should be more teachers for students who

* Are deaf

* Are blind

* Have low vision.
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Changes for schools

Report

The report said what needs to change so

students with disability can do well.

(RN

There should be more students with disability

in mainstream schools.

J )
‘\L\’_’_)' There should be a new part of the

GOVERNMENT government to support students with disability

and their families.

The government should do work so schools

» Use less restrictive practices

» Suspend students less.
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Schools should

« Communicate better with students

and families

* Not blame students with disability for

wrong behaviour

* Find better ways to support students

» Make rules to support the culture of First

Nations students with disability

* Make it easy for students with disability to

get the support they need in year 12.
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The government should say how much money

a school gets based on

* What each student can do

* What adjustments they need.
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» Workers who give teachers support in

the classroom

+ Making schools accessible

+ Health workers for students with disability.
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Students with disability need support to get
back to school if they stop going.

The government should give schools more

money to do this.

The government should get more information

from schools about
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* Adjustments

» Restrictive practices

* When students get suspended or expelled.
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Some people said the law should change so

» Schools must do adjustments
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 Private schools can not discriminate against
a person with disability.

Private School

The government should

» Support students with disability to keep

learning when they finish school

* Make sure universities support students
with disability.
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