
Roman Catholic Church Trust Property 
Amendment (Justice for Victims) Bill 2014 
 
Explanatory note 
This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament. 

 
Overview of Bill 
The NSW Court of Appeal has held that property held on trust under the Roman Catholic Church 
Trust Property Act 1936 for the use, benefit or purposes of the Roman Catholic Church in New South 
Wales cannot be used to satisfy legal claims associated with sexual abuse by Roman  Catholic clergy, 
officials or teachers. The object of this Bill is to amend that Act: 
(a) to allow a person suing a member of the Church’s clergy, a Church official or a Church teacher in 
relation to sexual abuse to join the following as defendants in those proceedings (and to make them 
liable for any damages awarded): 
(i) the body corporate established by the Act to hold property on trust for the dioceses in which the 
relevant abuse allegedly occurred, 
(ii) the trustees that make up that body corporate, 
(iii) if the regulations so provide, any body corporate established under the Roman Catholic Church 
Communities’ Lands Act 1942 by which the relevant member of the clergy, official or teacher was 
employed or that was established as trustee of community land of any community of which the 
relevant member of the clergy, official or teacher was a part, and 
(b) to allow a person who is owed a judgment debt in respect of civil liability arising as a result of 
sexual abuse by a member of the Church’s clergy, a Church official or a Church teacher to recover the 
debt from any of the following (as an alternative to pursuing the clergy member, official or teacher 
concerned): 
(i) the body corporate established by the Act to hold property on trust for the dioceses in which the 
relevant abuse allegedly occurred, 
(ii) the trustees that make up that body corporate, 
(iii) if the regulations so provide, any body corporate established under the Roman Catholic Church 
Communities’ Lands Act 1942 by which the relevant member of the clergy, official or teacher was 
employed or that was established as trustee of community land of any community of which the 
relevant member of the clergy, official or teacher was a part, and 
(c) to suspend the operation of the Limitation Act 1969 for 2 years in relation to such causes of action 
that would otherwise be out of time. 

 
Outline of provisions 
Clause 1 sets out the name (also called the short title) of the proposed Act. 
Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act on the date of assent to the proposed 
Act. 

 
Schedule 1 Amendment of Roman Catholic Church Trust 
Property Act 1936 No 24 
 
Schedule 1 makes the amendments described in the above Overview. 


