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Voluntary Assisted Dying Amendment
(Residential Facilities) Bill 2025

Explanatory note

This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

Overview of Bill

The object of this Bill is to amend the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2022 to provide that
residential facilities may decline to facilitate the administration of voluntary assisted dying
services in the same way, and subject to the same obligations to make alternative arrangements,
as hospitals.

Outline of provisions
Clause 1 sets out the name, also called the short title, of the proposed Act.

Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act on the date of assent to the
proposed Act.

Schedule 1 Amendment of Voluntary Assisted Dying Act
2022 No 17

Schedule 1[1] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility to provide
access to support, assistance and information about voluntary assisted dying so that those
obligations are in line with the obligations applying to a health care establishment.

Schedule 1[2] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing a medical practitioner access to a resident of the facility to enable the resident to make a
request for voluntary assisted dying so that those obligations are in line with the obligations
applying to a health care establishment.

b2025-136.d05

Tabling copy



Voluntary Assisted Dying Amendment (Residential Facilities) Bill 2025 [NSW]
Explanatory note

Schedule 1[3] and [4] amend the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing a medical practitioner access to a resident of the facility to assess the resident for
voluntary assisted dying so that those obligations are in line with the obligations applying to a
health care establishment.

Schedule 1[5] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing persons access to a resident of the facility to enable the completion of declarations
required for voluntary assisted dying so that those obligations are in line with the obligations
applying to a health care establishment.

Schedule 1[6] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing persons access to a resident of the facility to enable the resident to apply for an
administration decision so that those obligations are in line with the obligations applying to a
health care establishment.

Schedule 1[7] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing persons access to a resident of the facility to facilitate the administration of voluntary
assisted dying substances so that those obligations are in line with the obligations applying to a
health care establishment.

Schedule 1[9] makes an amendment to clarify that the operator of a residential facility that does
not provide, at the facility, services associated with voluntary assisted dying must publish
information about that matter in a way that is likely to bring the information to the attention of
both residents and prospective residents of the facility. Schedule 1[8] makes a consequential
amendment.

Schedule 1[10] omits provisions that specify the matters a health facility must consider when
deciding the reasonable steps to be taken to facilitate the transfer of a person to another place for
purposes related to voluntary assisted dying consultations, assessments and administration.
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