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New South Wales

Voluntary Assisted Dying Amendment
(Residential Facilities) Bill 2025

Explanatory note

This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

Overview of Bill

The object of this Bill is to amend the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2022 to provide that
residential facilities may decline to facilitate the administration of voluntary assisted dying
services in the same way, and subject to the same obligations to make alternative arrangements,
as hospitals.

Outline of provisions
Clause 1 sets out the name, also called the short title, of the proposed Act.

Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act on the date of assent to the
proposed Act.

Schedule 1 Amendment of Voluntary Assisted Dying Act
2022 No 17

Schedule 1[1] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility to provide
access to support, assistance and information about voluntary assisted dying so that those
obligations are in line with the obligations applying to a health care establishment.

Schedule 1[2] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing a medical practitioner access to a resident of the facility to enable the resident to make a
request for voluntary assisted dying so that those obligations are in line with the obligations
applying to a health care establishment.
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Explanatory note

Schedule 1[3] and [4] amend the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing a medical practitioner access to a resident of the facility to assess the resident for
voluntary assisted dying so that those obligations are in line with the obligations applying to a
health care establishment.

Schedule 1[5] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing persons access to a resident of the facility to enable the completion of declarations
required for voluntary assisted dying so that those obligations are in line with the obligations
applying to a health care establishment.

Schedule 1[6] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing persons access to a resident of the facility to enable the resident to apply for an
administration decision so that those obligations are in line with the obligations applying to a
health care establishment.

Schedule 1[7] amends the obligations on the owner or operator of a residential facility for
allowing persons access to a resident of the facility to facilitate the administration of voluntary
assisted dying substances so that those obligations are in line with the obligations applying to a
health care establishment.

Schedule 1[9] makes an amendment to clarify that the operator of a residential facility that does
not provide, at the facility, services associated with voluntary assisted dying must publish
information about that matter in a way that is likely to bring the information to the attention of
both residents and prospective residents of the facility. Schedule 1[8] makes a consequential
amendment.

Schedule 1[10] omits provisions that specify the matters a health facility must consider when
deciding the reasonable steps to be taken to facilitate the transfer of a person to another place for
purposes related to voluntary assisted dying consultations, assessments and administration.

Page 2

Tabling copy



Introduced by the Hon Susan Carter, MLC First print

J i}
" ' 1d n'
ATES

- D

New South Wales

Voluntary Assisted Dying Amendment
(Residential Facilities) Bill 2025

Contents
Page
1 Name of Act 2
2 Commencement 2
Schedule 1 Amendment of Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2022 No 17 3

b2025-136.d05

Tabling copy



This PUBLIC BILL, originated in the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL and, having this day passed,
is now ready for presentation to the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY for its concurrence.

Clerk of the Parliaments
Legislative Council
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New South Wales

Voluntary Assisted Dying Amendment
(Residential Facilities) Bill 2025

No , 2025

A Bill for

An Act to amend the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2022 to provide that residential facilities may
decline to facilitate the administration of voluntary assisted dying services in the same way, and
subject to the same obligations to make alternative arrangements, as hospitals; and for related
purposes.

The LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY has this day agreed to this Bill with/without amendment.

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
Legislative Assembly

Tabling copy
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The Legislature of New South Wales enacts—

1 Name of Act

This Act is the Voluntary Assisted Dying Amendment (Residential Facilities) Act
2025.

2 Commencement

This Act commences on the date of assent to this Act.
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Schedule 1 Amendment of Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2022 No 17

Schedule 1 Amendment of Voluntary Assisted Dying Act

2022 No 17
[1] Section 90 Access to information about voluntary assisted dying
Omit section 90(2)(b). Insert instead—

(b) must, if asked, allow reasonable access to the person at the residential
facility by a member of an official voluntary assisted dying care
navigator service to provide support, assistance and information to
persons relating to voluntary assisted dying.

[2] Section 92 First and final requests
Omit section 92(2) and (3). Insert instead—
(2) The relevant entity and any other entity that owns or occupies the residential
facility must—

(a) allow reasonable access to the person at the residential facility by a
medical practitioner (the requested practitioner) whose presence is
requested by the person, and who—

(i) fora first request—is eligible to act as a coordinating practitioner,
or

(i) for a final request—is the coordinating practitioner for the
person, or

(b) take reasonable steps to facilitate the transfer of the person to and from
a place where the person’s relevant request may be made to—

(i) the requested practitioner, or
(i)  if the requested practitioner is not available—another medical
practitioner who is eligible and willing to act as a coordinating
practitioner for the person.
[3] Section 93 First assessments
Omit section 93(2)—(4). Insert instead—
(2) The relevant entity and any other entity that owns or occupies the residential
facility must—

(a) give a relevant practitioner reasonable access to the person at the
residential facility to allow the practitioner to assess the person, or

(b) take reasonable steps to facilitate the transfer of the person to and from
a place where the person may be assessed by a relevant practitioner.

[4] Section 94 Consulting assessments
Omit section 94(2)—(4). Insert instead—
(2) The relevant entity and any other entity that owns or occupies the residential
facility must—

(a) give a relevant practitioner reasonable access to the person at the
residential facility to allow the practitioner to assess the person, or

(b) take reasonable steps to facilitate the transfer of the person to and from
a place where the person may be assessed by a relevant practitioner.

[5] Section 95 Written declarations
Omit section 95(2)—(4). Insert instead—
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Schedule 1 Amendment of Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2022 No 17

(2) The relevant entity and any other entity that owns or occupies the residential 1
facility must— 2

(a) give the following persons reasonable access to the person at the 3
residential facility— 4

(i) the person’s coordinating practitioner, 5

(ii)) another person lawfully participating in the person’s request for 6

access to voluntary assisted dying to enable the person to make a 7

written declaration, or 8

(b) take reasonable steps to facilitate the transfer of the person to and from 9

a place where the person may make a written declaration. 10

[6] Section 96 Application for administration decision 11
Omit section 96(2)—(4). Insert instead— 12
(2) The relevant entity and any other entity that owns or occupies the residential 13
facility must— 14

(a) give the person’s coordinating practitioner reasonable access to the 15
person at the residential facility to allow the practitioner to consult with 16

and assess the person in relation to the application, or 17

(b) take reasonable steps to facilitate the transfer of the person to and from 18

a place where the coordinating practitioner is able to consult with and 19

assess the person in relation to the application. 20

[7] Section 97 Administration of voluntary assisted dying substance 21
Omit section 97(2)—(4). Insert instead— 22
(2) If the person has made a practitioner administration decision, the relevant 23
entity and any other entity that owns or occupies the residential facility must— 24

(a) give the following persons reasonable access to the person at the 25
residential facility— 26

(i) the person’s administering practitioner, for the practitioner to 27

administer a voluntary assisted dying substance to the person, 28

(i)  another person lawfully participating in the person’s request for 29

access to voluntary assisted dying, including an eligible witness 30

to the administration of the voluntary assisted dying substance by 31

the administering practitioner, or 32

(b) take reasonable steps to facilitate the transfer of the person to a place 33
where the person may be administered a voluntary assisted dying 34

substance. 35

(3) If the person has made a self-administration decision, the relevant entity and 36
any other entity that owns or occupies the residential facility must— 37

(a) give the following persons reasonable access to the person at the 38
residential facility— 39

(i) aperson lawfully delivering a voluntary assisted dying substance 40

to the person, 41

(ii))  another person lawfully participating in the person’s request for 42

access to voluntary assisted dying, or 43

(b) take reasonable steps to facilitate the transfer of the person to a place 44
where the person may self-administer a voluntary assisted dying 45

substance. 46
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Schedule 1 Amendment of Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2022 No 17

[8] Section 98, heading

Insert “residents and the” after “inform”.
[9] Section 98(3)

Omit the subsection. Insert instead—

(3) The relevant entity must publish the information in a way in which it is likely
that the following persons will become aware of the information—

(a) residents of the residential facility,
(b) prospective residents of the residential facility.
[10] Sections 102(3), 103(3), 104(3), 105(3) and 106(3)

Omit the subsections.
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