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Explanatory note
This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

Overview of Bill
The objects of this Bill are as follows—
(a) to amend the Crimes Act 1900 (the Act) to provide that the approval of either the Attorney

General or the Director of Public Prosecutions is required to commence a prosecution of
certain offences,

(b) to amend the definition of personal violence offence in the Crimes (Domestic and Personal
Violence) Act 2007 to include additional offences under the Act,

(c) to amend the Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) Act 1999 to provide for a standard non-parole
period of 25 years for the offence of murder if the victim is an intimate partner of the
offender.

Outline of provisions
Clause 1 sets out the name, also called the short title, of the proposed Act.
Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act on the date of assent to the
proposed Act.

Schedule 1 Amendment of Crimes Act 1900 No 40
Schedule 1 provides that, if approval from the Attorney General is required to commence a
prosecution, the approval may also be granted by the Director of Public Prosecutions for the
following offences—
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(a) sexual offences involving a complainant who is a person with a cognitive impairment under
the Act, section 66F, 

(b) offences relating to incest under the Act, sections 78A and 78B.

Schedule 2 Amendment of Crimes (Domestic and Personal 
Violence) Act 2007 No 80

Schedule 2 amends the definition of personal violence offence to include the following
offences—
(a) assault causing death under the Act, section 25A,
(b) injuries to a child at the time of birth under the Act, section 42,
(c) the offence of causing the loss of a foetus under the Act, section 54A,
(d) the offence of causing the loss of a foetus (death of a pregnant woman) under the Act,

section 54B,
(e) sexual offences involving a complainant who is a person with a cognitive impairment under

the Act, section 66F,
(f) attempted incest under the Act, section 78B. 

Schedule 3 Amendment of Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) 
Act 1999 No 92

Schedule 3[1] provides that a standard non-parole period of 25 years applies to the offence of
murder if the victim is an intimate partner of the offender.
Schedule 3[2] inserts a savings and transitional provision consequent on the enactment of the
proposed Act.
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