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New South Wales

Environmental Legislation Amendment Bill 
2025
Explanatory note
This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

Overview of Bill
The object of this Bill is to make miscellaneous amendments to legislation administered by the
Minister for Climate Change and the Minister for the Environment.

Outline of provisions
Clause 1 sets out the name, also called the short title, of the proposed Act.
Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act.

Schedule 1 Amendment of Climate Change (Net Zero Future) 
Act 2023 No 48

Schedule 1[1]–[3] amend the timing requirements in relation to the annual report the Net Zero
Commission must give to the Minister.
Schedule 1[4] contains a transitional provision consequent on the enactment of the proposed Act. 

Schedule 2 Amendment of Contaminated Land Management 
Act 1997 No 140

Schedule 2[1] defines environmental management plan. Schedule 2[2], [10] and [11] make
consequential amendments.
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Schedule 2[3] provides for specified costs incurred by the Environment Protection Authority (the
Authority) that the Authority may require a person to pay.
Schedule 2[5] provides that the Authority may give a notice or direction in accordance with the
Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (the Operations Act), Part 4.1A in relation to
certain land. Schedule 2[4] makes a consequential amendment.
Schedule 2[7] extends the definition of statutory site audit to include a site audit required to be
carried out under the Operations Act by a site auditor accredited under the Contaminated Land
Management Act 1997. Schedule 2[6], [8] and [9] make consequential amendments.
Schedule 2[12] amends the record maintenance requirements of the Authority for specified
matters.
Schedule 2[13] contains savings and transitional provisions consequent on the enactment of the
proposed Act.

Schedule 3 Amendment of Land and Environment Court Act 
1979 No 204

Schedule 3 extends the jurisdiction of the Land and Environment Court to hear and dispose of
specified proceedings.

Schedule 4 Amendment of Pesticides Act 1999 No 80
Schedule 4[3] amends the definition of pesticide. Schedule 4[1] and [2] make amendments
consequent on Schedule 4[3].
Schedule 4[4] and [5] provide for certain costs incurred by the Authority that the Authority may
require a person to pay.
Schedule 4[7] and [8] provide for a public register to be kept by the Authority and set out matters
to be recorded on the public register. Schedule 4[6] makes a consequential amendment.
Schedule 4[9] contains a transitional provision consequent on the enactment of the proposed Act.

Schedule 5 Amendment of Plastic Reduction and Circular 
Economy Act 2021 No 31

Schedule 5[1] and [2] provide for certain costs incurred by the Authority that the Authority may
require a person to pay.
Schedule 5[3] provides that the Authority may bring proceedings in the Land and Environment
Court for an order to remedy or restrain a contravention of the Plastic Reduction and Circular
Economy Act 2021 (the Plastic Reduction Act) or the regulations under the Plastic Reduction Act.
It also provides that, if the Court is satisfied a contravention has or will occur, the Court may make
the order the Court thinks fit to remedy or restrain the contravention.
Schedule 5[4] provides for the liability of directors or other managers for offences committed by
a corporation that attract executive liability under the Plastic Reduction Act.
Schedule 5[5] and [6] provide for a matter to be recorded in the public register kept by the
Authority and that the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (the Privacy Act),
section 57 does not apply to the public register.
Schedule 5[7] contains transitional provisions consequent on the enactment of the proposed Act.
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Schedule 6 Amendment of Product Lifecycle Responsibility 
Act 2025 No 22

Schedule 6[1] provides for the liability of directors or other managers for offences committed by
a corporation that attract executive liability under the Product Lifecycle Responsibility Act 2025
(the Product Lifecycle Act).
Schedule 6[2] provides that the Authority may bring proceedings in the Land and Environment
Court for an order to remedy or restrain a contravention of the Product Lifecycle Act or the
regulations under the Product Lifecycle Act. It also provides that, if the Court is satisfied a
contravention has or will occur, the Court may make the order the Court thinks fit to remedy or
restrain the contravention.
Schedule 6[3] and [4] provide for a matter to be recorded in the public register kept by the
Authority and that the Privacy Act, section 57 does not apply to the public register.
Schedule 6[5] contains a transitional provision consequent on the enactment of the proposed Act.
Schedule 6[6] corrects a typographical error.
Schedule 6[7] makes an amendment consequent on Schedule 9[84].

Schedule 7 Amendment of Protection from Harmful Radiation 
Act 1990 No 13

Schedule 7[1] transfers the functions of the Minister under the Protection from Harmful
Radiation Act 1990, section 6 to the Authority.
Schedule 7[2] provides for a public register to be kept by the Authority. 
Schedule 7[3] and [4] provide for certain costs incurred by the Authority that the Authority may
require a person to pay.
Schedule 7[5]–[7] amend the regulation-making powers for matters relating to certain fees and
charges, including fees and charges for services provided by the Authority.
Schedule 7[8] contains transitional provisions consequent on the enactment of the proposed Act.

Schedule 8 Amendment of Protection of the Environment 
Administration Act 1991 No 60

Schedule 8[1] and [2] amend the objectives of the Authority.
Schedule 8[3] defines state of the environment report. Schedule 8[5], [6] and [10] make
consequential amendments.
Schedule 8[4] provides that the Authority must prepare a state of the environment report every 4
years.
Schedule 8[7] provides for certain matters to be included in the state of the environment report.
Schedule 8[8] makes a consequential amendment.
Schedule 8[9] provides that the perspectives and knowledge of Aboriginal peoples must be
included in each state of the environment report or a report accompanying a state of the
environment report.
Schedule 8[11] and [12] provide that the Board of the Authority must give the Minister a
statement that addresses specified matters every 2 years.
Schedule 8[13] provides for specified amounts to be paid into the Environment Protection
Authority Fund.
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Schedule 9 Amendment of Protection of the Environment 
Operations Act 1997 No 156

Schedule 9[1] provides that an obligation imposed under environment protection legislation may
not be delegated or transferred except in certain circumstances.
Schedule 9[3] provides that a protection of the environment policy, made under the Operations
Act, Chapter 2, must be taken into consideration by a person carrying out an activity if the person
is required to do so by that policy or another policy. Schedule 9[2] and [4]–[7] make
consequential amendments.
Schedule 9[10] provides that the conditions of an environment protection licence may require the
holder of the licence to give the appropriate regulatory authority information about specified
matters. Schedule 9[8], [9] and [11]–[13] make consequential amendments.
Schedule 9[14] inserts a regulation-making power for the Operations Act, section 88.
Schedule 9[17] defines relevant authority. Schedule 9[15], [16], [18]–[27] and [30] make
consequential amendments.
Schedule 9[28] and [29] provide for certain costs incurred by the Authority that the Authority
may require a person to pay.
Schedule 9[31] provides for the circumstances and way in which an appropriate regulatory
authority may give an ancillary direction.
Schedule 9[32] provides that certain directions given orally to a person cease to have effect on the
expiration of 3 business days unless the regulatory authority confirms the oral direction by giving
a written clean-up notice.
Schedule 9[33] provides that a recall cost notice must be published on the Authority’s website.
Schedule 9[34] and [35] provide for certain costs incurred by the Authority that the Authority
may require a supply chain participant to pay.
Schedule 9[36]–[38] provide for certain costs incurred by the appropriate regulatory authority that
the authority may require a person to pay.
Schedule 9[39] provides that the Authority may issue a single notice under the Operations Act,
Chapter 4 in certain areas or matters, even if the Authority is not the appropriate regulatory
authority.
Schedule 9[40] provides that a regulatory authority or public authority may apply to the
Registrar-General for the registration of certain notices that have been given to a person.
Schedule 9[41] provides that the offence in the Operations Act, section 144AAB(1) of causing or
permitting asbestos waste to be re-used or recycled applies to asbestos waste received from
off-site. 
Schedule 9[42] inserts, in the Operations Act, section 144AAB— 
(a) a regulation-making power, and
(b) a defence for the offence of causing or permitting asbestos waste to be re-used or recycled.
Schedule 9[43] provides that, in certain circumstances, an offence under the Operations Act,
section 48(2) is a waste offence.
Schedule 9[44] removes a provision relating to littering reports.
Schedule 9[45] amends what it means to cause material harm to the environment.
Schedule 9[46] inserts a regulation-making power for the Operations Act, section 148.
Schedule 9[47] amends the definition of relevant authority for the Operations Act, section 148.
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Schedule 9[48] and [49] provide that offences under the Operations Act, sections 90B(4) and 94L
are offences that attract executive liability if committed by a corporation.
Schedule 9[50] provides that the operation of the Operations Act, section 216A extends to
proceedings in connection with environment protection legislation. 
Schedule 9[51] provides that 2 or more contraventions that arise out of either of the following may
be charged as a single offence or as separate offences—
(a) the same factual circumstances,
(b) the same activity being carried on at the same premises. 
Schedule 9[52] provides for circumstances in which a court finds that 2 or more contraventions
of environment protection legislation may not be charged as a single offence and the period during
which proceedings may be commenced under the Operations Act, section 216 has ended.
Schedule 9[53] provides for other matters to be considered in imposing a penalty for an offence
against the Operations Act or the regulations under the Operations Act.
Schedule 9[54] defines environmental justice principles for the Operations Act, section 241.
Schedule 9[55] and [56] provide for certain costs incurred by the appropriate regulatory authority
that the authority may require a person to pay.
Schedule 9[57] and [58] update the timeframes in which—
(a) an authorised person may issue a direction under the Operations Act, section 276, and
(b) the direction remains in force.
Schedule 9[59] clarifies the Operations Act, section 286A(1).
Schedule 9[60] amends the definition of relevant person.
Schedule 9[61]–[64] increase the penalties for the offence of doing a thing in relation to certain
industrial chemicals that is prohibited for the chemical.
Schedule 9[65] inserts a matter that conditions of a licence may deal with in relation to an
industrial chemical.
Schedule 9[66]–[69] increase the penalties for the offence of contravening a phase-out condition
of a licence.
Schedule 9[70] provides that each regulatory authority must keep a public register in accordance
with the Operations Act, sections 308 and 309.
Schedule 9[71] amends a matter that a regulatory authority must record in a public register.
Schedule 9[73] provides for the form and public inspection of a public register. Schedule 9[72]
makes a consequential amendment.
Schedule 9[74] makes it an offence for a person to disclose information obtained in connection
with the administration or execution of the Operations Act or the regulations under the Operations
Act, with certain exceptions.
Schedule 9[75] makes it an offence for a person to harass another person on the basis the person
is or was an officer of the Authority.
Schedule 9[76] amends certain definitions in relation to livestock processing activities.
Schedule 9[77] provides for what waste must be included in calculating the volume of waste
stored on land or other premises.
Schedule 9[78] amends the definition of hazardous waste to include lithium-ion batteries.
Schedule 9[79]–[84] insert regulation-making powers for the Operations Act.
Page 5



Environmental Legislation Amendment Bill 2025 [NSW]
Explanatory note
Schedule 9[85] contains savings and transitional provisions consequent on the enactment of the
proposed Act.
Schedule 9[86] amends the definition of land pollution or pollution of land.

Schedule 10 Amendment of Protection of the Environment 
Operations (General) Regulation 2022

Schedule 10[1] updates a cross-reference consequent on Schedule 9[86].
Schedule 10[2] provides for a matter excluded from the definition of land pollution.
Schedule 10[3] sets out what activities that cause asbestos waste to be re-used or recycled may be
carried out.

Schedule 11 Amendment of Stock Medicines Act 1989 No 182
Schedule 11 amends the definition of stock medicine.

Schedule 12 Amendment of Waste Avoidance and Resource 
Recovery Act 2001 No 58

Schedule 12[1] provides that the Scheme Coordinator must deliver a report on certain matters to
the Authority for approval. Schedule 12[2] makes a consequential amendment.
Schedule 12[3] provides that the Authority may bring proceedings in the Land and Environment
Court for an order to remedy or restrain a contravention of the Waste Avoidance and Resource
Recovery Act 2001 (the Waste Avoidance Act) or the regulations under the Waste Avoidance Act.
It also provides that, if the Court is satisfied a contravention has or will occur, the Court may make
the order the Court thinks fit to remedy or restrain the contravention.
Schedule 12[4] provides for the liability of directors or other managers for offences committed by
a corporation that attract executive liability under the Waste Avoidance Act.
Schedule 12[5] contains a transitional provision consequent on the enactment of the proposed
Act.
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