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Explanatory note
This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

Overview of Bill
The object of this Bill is to amend the Abortion Law Reform Act 2019 to increase access to
abortion health care.

Outline of provisions
Clause 1 sets out the name, also called the short title, of the proposed Act.
Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act.

Schedule 1 Amendment of Abortion Law Reform Act 2019 No 
11

Schedule 1[2] inserts proposed Part 1A (proposed section 4A) to provide that the Minister for
Health must ensure that—
(a) abortion services are provided throughout the State within a reasonable distance of

residents’ homes, and
(b) information about access to abortion services is made publicly available.
For the purpose, the Minister for Health may give directions to the Secretary of the Ministry of
Health or a public health organisation. The Secretary or a public health organisation must comply
with a direction under the proposed section. Schedule 1[1] makes a consequential amendment.
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Schedule 1[3]–[5] amend section 5 to expand the class of health practitioners who may perform
a termination on a person who is not more than 22 weeks pregnant to include prescribed health
practitioners. A prescribed health practitioner is defined to mean the following—
(a) a medical practitioner,
(b) an endorsed midwife, being a midwife whose registration is endorsed under the Health

Practitioner Regulation National Law (NSW), section 94,
(c) a nurse practitioner,
(d) another registered health practitioner of a kind prescribed by the regulations.
Schedule 1[6]–[8] and [12] make consequential amendments.
Schedule 1[9] substitutes section 9(3)(a) in relation to a registered health practitioner with a
conscientious objection to performing terminations. The amendment provides that if a person
requests a registered health practitioner to perform a termination on the person, or to advise the
person about the performance of a termination on the person, the practitioner must, without
delay—
(a) tell the person the practitioner has a conscientious objection to the performance of a

termination on a person, and
(b) transfer the person’s care to—

(i) another registered health practitioner who, in the first practitioner’s reasonable
belief, can provide the requested service and does not have a conscientious objection
to the performance of the termination, or

(ii) a health service provider at which, in the practitioner’s reasonable belief, the
requested service can be provided by another registered health practitioner who does
not have a conscientious objection to the performance of the termination.

The amendment removes the option for the practitioner to comply with section 9(3) only by giving
information to the person on how to locate or contact a medical practitioner who, in the
practitioner’s reasonable belief, does not have a conscientious objection to the performance of the
termination. Schedule 1[10] makes a consequential amendment.
Schedule 1[11] repeals section 15, which provides that a medical practitioner who performs a
termination must, within 28 days, give the Secretary of the Ministry of Health certain information
about the termination.

Schedule 2 Amendment of Crimes Act 1900 No 40
Schedule 2[1]–[3] make amendments to the Crimes Act 1900 consequent on the amendments in
Schedule 1[3]–[5]. 
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