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Occupational Health and Safety
Amendment (Police Officers) Bill 2000

Explanatory note

This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

Overview of Bill
The object of this Bill is to confirm that police officers are employees of the Crown
for the purposes of the Occupational Health and Safety Act 1983. The Bill removes
any doubt about the status of police officers under the Act that may arise because
police officers exercise independent functions.

The Bill makes it clear that the Crown’s obligation as an employer with respect to
the occupational health and safety of police officers applies only while police
officers are on duty. A police officer may be on duty because the officer is officially
rostered for duty or because the officer acts as a police officer when not officially
rostered for duty.

The Bill will apply to pending proceedings under the Act.
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Outline of provisions

Clause 1 sets out the name (also called the short title) of the proposed Act.

Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act on the date of
assent.

Clause 3 is a formal provision giving effect to the Schedule of amendments to  the
Occupational Health and Safety Act 1983.

Schedule 1 contains the amendments outlined above.
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A Bill for

An Act to amend the Occupational Health and Safety Act 1983 with respect to
police officers.
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The Legislature of New South Wales enacts: 1

1 Name of Act 2

This Act is the Occupational Health and Safety Amendment (Police 3
Officers) Act 2000. 4

2 Commencement 5

This Act commences on the date of assent. 6

3 Amendment of Occupational Health and Safety Act 1983 No 20 7

The Occupational Health and Safety Act 1983 is amended as set out 8
in Schedule 1. 9
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Schedule 1 Amendments 1

(Section 3) 2

[1] Section 4 Definitions 3

Insert after section 4 (3): 4

(3A) To avoid doubt, a police officer is, for the purposes of this Act: 5

(a) an employee of the Crown, and 6

(b) at work throughout the time when the officer is on duty 7
at any place, but not otherwise. 8

[2] Schedule 8 Savings and transitional provisions 9

Insert at the end of the Schedule: 10

Part 5 Provisions consequent on enactment of 11

Occupational Health and Safety Amendment 12

(Police Officers) Act 2000 13

23 Pending proceedings 14

Section 4 (3A), as inserted by the Occupational Health and 15
Safety Amendment (Police Officers) Act 2000, extends to acts, 16
matters or things that are the subject of proceedings 17
commenced, but not finally determined, before the 18
commencement of that Act. 19


