Stock (Chemical Residues) Amendment Bill 1999

Explanatory note

This explanatory note relates to this Bill as introduced into Parliament.

This Bill is cognate with the Stock Diseases Amendment Bill 1999.

Overview of Bill

The objects of this Bill are to amend the Stock (Chemical Residues) Act 1975:

(a) to restate certain offences relating to the giving of false information as offences of more
general application, and to provide for an appropriate defence in relation to those offences,
and

(b) to restate more broadly the protection from liability given to the Minister and persons
concerned in the administration of the Act in relation to their supply of certain information
or advice, and

(c) to provide for regulation-making powers in relation to schemes of identification of stock,
and

(d) to make miscellaneous minor and consequential amendments.

Outline of provisions

Clause 1 sets out the name (also called the short title) of the proposed Act.

Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the proposed Act on a day or days to be appointed
by proclamation.

Clause 3 is a formal provision giving effect to the amendments to the Stock (Chemical
Residues) Act 1975 set out in Schedule 1.

Schedule 1 Amendments

Schedule 1 [1] broadens existing offences in section 12D of the Act that prohibit the giving of
false information by any person in connection with an application or otherwise under the Act or
in the course of or in connection with the sale or disposition of any stock.

Proposed section 12D (1) provides that it is an offence for a person, in making a statement or
providing information for the purposes of the Act, to make a statement or provide information
to any other person that is false or misleading in a material particular. Proposed section 12D (2)
provides that it is an offence for a person, in connection with a sale or disposition or proposed
sale or disposition of stock, to make a statement or provide information in relation to certain
matters (concerning the presence or absence of chemicals in stock, carcasses or land, whether
stock are chemically affected, any matter relevant to an assessment of the likelihood of
chemical residues in stock, or any other matter prescribed by the regulations) that is false or
misleading in a material particular.

Under the proposed amendments, in proving the offences it will not be necessary to establish an
intention on the part of the defendant to deceive any person, but proposed section 12D (3)
provides for an appropriate defence in respect of both offences.

Schedule 1 [2] restates more broadly the extent to which the Minister and any persons



concerned in the administration of the Act are protected from liability for furnishing
information or advice. Under the proposed amendment, those persons are protected from
liability in respect of information or advice given by them in relation to the presence or absence
of chemicals in stock, carcasses or land.

Schedule 1 [3] and [4] provide for a regulation-making power in relation to schemes of
identification of stock.

Schedule 1 [5] amends Schedule 1 to the Act to enable regulations of a savings or transitional
nature to be made as a consequence of the enactment of the proposed amending Act.

Schedule 1 [6] inserts a new Part 3 into Schedule 1 which contains a transitional provision.



