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Democracy on the move: NSW Parliament's Regional Roadshow comes to Batemans Bay

The Parliament of NSW is hitting the road throughout 2024 to share the work of the NSW Legislative
Council during its Bicentenary year. Batemans Bay has been chosen as one of six regional centres across
the state to host a special outreach roadshow on 26 and 27 June.

Headlining the roadshow is a series of free community workshops on 27 June on all things democracy,
representation and participation in NSW. From how laws are made, to the committee inquiries into issues
affecting communities across the state, participants will learn the surprising ins-and-outs of Parliament
from the very people who keep the wheels turning at the Legislative Council.

The roadshow also includes a public speaking competition for senior school students and a youth forum
on 26 June. Workshops will also be run at selected local schools. This suite of events will provide the
region’s young people with the valuable networks and platform to support them as future leaders and as
a voice for their community.

President of the Legislative Council, Ben Franklin MLC, said that this year’s Bicentenary of the Legislative
Council — Australia's very first legislature — presents a fantastic opportunity to engage regional
communities in forging democracy’s future in NSW.

“Our vibrant regions are the heart and soul of democracy in NSW, whether through councils, schools,
community groups, small businesses or youth organisations,” Mr Franklin said.

“With this special community event, we hope to show the Batemans Bay and broader Eurobodalla
community the many opportunities for their voices to be part of the democratic process beyond voting.”

The free community workshops will be held on Thursday 27 June at the Bay Pavilions. Various session
times are available, with each workshop running for 1 hour. Bookings can be made here:
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/nsw-parliament-regional-roadshow-batemans-bay-community-
workshops-tickets-918549625657

Media contact:

Naureen Chowdhury

Director, Communications and Engagement

E: naureen.chowdhury@parliament.nsw.gov.au

P: 92302700

Please get in touch for filming/photography requests or to request interviews with Mr Franklin (remote
interviews beforehand, with in-person interviews available during the roadshow).

Media gallery/resources:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/dw3js7wvfaqbzdac59p368/AGEJ0JOh6EhgFqHT6B-
9lyo?rlkey=z7ieepxv7oygallzk9feQubra&st=5109r90k&d|=0
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ADDITIONAL QUOTES FOR MEDIA USE
Dr Michael Holland MP, Member for Bega:

“Batemans Bay and the broader Eurobodalla region is home to a thriving and resilient community that
makes a valuable contribution to the state’s economy, environment and democracy.”

“I'm delighted that our community has this important opportunity to learn more about how the
Parliament of NSW works and how they can get involved in shaping our democracy today and into the
future.”

President of the Legislative Council, Ben Franklin MLC:

Public Speaking Competition

“As part of NSW Parliament’s Batemans Bay Roadshow, we’re inviting high school students from
Batemans Bay and neighbouring communities to participate in a public speaking competition on 26 June.
Investing in the future of our democracy means empowering young people in their leadership journey by
equipping them with the platform and networks so they can be a voice for their community.”

Youth Forum

“NSW Parliament’s Batemans Bay Youth Forum will bring together bright minds from schools in
Batemans Bay and neighbouring communities for a crucial and inspiring discussion on issues such as
leadership, effective representation and their vision for a parliamentary democracy of the future. As the
NSW Legislative Council looks towards its next 200 years, it’s important to listen to tomorrow's leaders
about issues that concern them.’

Workshops

“Democracy is much more than voting once every four years. There are so many ways people living in
regional NSW can get involved in the democratic process and have their voice heard. Parliament can
seem like a distant place from regional areas. With these workshops, we want to break down that barrier
to allow people in the regions to better understand their parliamentary institutions and discover the
opportunities for participating in our state’s robust and vibrant democracy as we celebrate 200 years of
the Legislative Council — Australia's oldest Parliament.”



