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 Name of Group Purpose Contact Person Office Holders 

1 Parliamentary Friends 
of Heart Health 

To promote awareness of and support work to improve 
heart health. 

Tim James MP 
Co-Chairs: Jason Yat-sen Li MP and 

Tim James MP 

2 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Shooting and 
Outdoor Recreation 

To promote and support outdoor activities such as 
shooting, fishing and foraging. 

Roy Butler MP 

Co-Chairs: Roy Butler MP, Phil Donato 

MP, Anthony Roberts MP and Greg 

Warren MP 

3 Parliamentary Friends 
of Rugby League 

The Purpose of the Parliamentary friends of rugby 

league is to work with the NRL and actively promote 

community engagement, providing an inclusive 

environment using the sport's popularity to address 

social issues and promote positive community 

outcomes. This engagement includes a range of 

programs and initiatives by the NRL focusing on areas 

like recognising mental health challenges and 

supporting others, domestic violence prevention, 

education, and health and wellbeing. The 

Parliamentary Friends of Rugby League will look share 

the NRL's Social Impact programs through members 

electorates and use Rugby League to inspire people to 

be the best they can be, whether they are young, male 

or female or from Indigenous or multicultural 

backgrounds. 

Kevin Anderson 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Greg Warren MP and Kevin 

Anderson MP 

4 Parliamentary Friends 
of Aquatic Recreation 

To promote the safe enjoyment of all forms of aquatic 
recreation - both coastal and inland.  

Roy Butler MP 
Co-Chairs: Roy Butler MP and Clayton 

Barr MP 
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5 Parliamentary Friends 
of CWA 

To strengthen ties between the CWA of NSW which 
celebrates its 100th anniversary on 20 April 2022 and 
NSW Parliamentarians in recognition of their genuine 
advocacy and substantial assistance to citizens across 
NSW.  

TBC 

Chair: TBC 

 

Deputy Chairs: Sally Quinnell MP, 

Helen Dalton MP and Tanya Thompson 

MP 

6 Parliamentary Friends 
of Dementia 

To support the work of Alzheimer's Australia (NSW). 
To raise awareness about dementia among MPs, 
parliamentary staff and the broader community. 

Anna Watson 
MP 

Chair: Sally Quinnell MP 

 

Deputy Chairs: Michael Holland MP 

and Michael Kemp MP 

7 Parliamentary Friends 
of Israel 

To promote awareness amongst Members of 
Parliament on issues impacting upon the State of 
Israel and the Jewish community in New South Wales. 

Natalie Ward 
MLC 

Co-Chairs: Natalie Ward MLC and 

Marjorie O'Neill MP 

8 Parliamentary Friends 
of Surfing 

The purpose of the Parliamentary Friends of Surfing is 

to promote awareness and support for the sport of 

surfing. The Parliamentary Friends of Surfing will work 

with surfing stakeholders to bring the attention of all 

members with electorates on the East Coast of 

Australia and all Members of the social, physical and 

mental health benefits of surfing. The Parliamentary 

Friends of Surfing will bring together surfing clubs, 

surfing NSW, current and former leaders in the surfing 

community as well as MPs to help promote, educate 

and encourage people in our community to take up the 

lifestyle and sport of surfing.  

Tim Crakanthorp 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Tim Crakanthorp MP and 

James Griffin MP      
     

Deputy Chairs: Adam Crouch MP and 

Tamara Smith MP 

9 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Hearing Health and 
Deafness 

To create an awareness of hearing loss and hearing 
health. 

Trish Doyle MP 

Chair: Trish Doyle MP 

 

Deputy Chair: Stephanie Di Pasqua MP 
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10 Parliamentary Friends 

of Seafood 

The Parliamentary Friends of Seafood is a group of 

New South Wales parliamentarians who support the 

NSW Seafood industry. The group will maintain close 

contact with seafood industry representatives including 

the NSW Seafood Industry Council and NSW Wild 

Harvest Fishers Inc and will facilitate information 

seminars, inspection of industry facilities and 

promotion of local seafood to better inform 

parliamentarians about the industry. 

David Mehan MP 
Co-Chairs: David Mehan MP and Geoff 

Provest MP 

11 

NSW Parliamentary 
Friends of Prevention of 
Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault 

To engage parliamentary colleagues in playing 
leadership roles in their community's response to 
Domestic and Family Violence and Sexual Assault, 
and to work as a parliamentary group to support a 
bipartisan whole-of-government effort to prevent 
violence and abuse.  

Natasha 
Maclaren-Jones 

MLC 

Co-Chairs: Natasha Maclaren-Jones 

MLC and Trish Doyle MP 

12 Parliamentary Friends 
of Sustainable Fashion 

To advocate for the development of the sustainable 
fashion industry in NSW and raise awareness of the 
social and environmental benefits of improving the 
sustainability of the textiles, clothing and footwear 
industries around the world.  

Sarah Kaine 
MLC 

Co-Chairs: Sarah Kaine MLC and Kobi 

Shetty MP 

13 Parliamentary Friends 
of the Solomon Islands 

To promote and support friendship, mutual 
understanding and the sense of connection of the 
Solomon Islands' culture and tradition amongst people 
and friends of the Solomon Islands or with a 
connection with the Solomon Islands and the twinning 
arrangement. 

Aileen 
MacDonald MLC 

Co-Chairs: Aileen MacDonald MLC and 

Stephen Bali MP 

14 Parliamentary Friends 
of the Sydney Swans 

To build relationships and facilitate dialogue between 
the Sydney Swans AFL Club and the NSW Parliament.  

Damien 
Tudehope MLC 

Co-Chairs: Damien Tudehope MLC and 

Marjorie O'Neill MP 
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15 
Parliamentary Friends 
of the United States of 
America 

The Parliamentary Friends for the United States of 
America is a non-partisan group open to all Members 
of the New South Wales Parliament. It serves as a vital 
platform for parliamentarians to engage with members 
of the diplomatic corp and other stakeholders in varied 
areas of two-way trade which is vital between Australia 
and the United States. This is especially relevant in 
several dominate areas, but not limited to defence, 
technology, critical minerals, financial services, the 
arts, and film. We have conducted several meetings 
and briefings as a committee, which have been 
extremely well attended and provided valuable insight 
into various issues, including progression and 
importance of AUKUS.   

Natasha 
Maclaren-Jones 

MLC 

Co-Chairs: Natasha Maclaren-Jones 

MLC and Dr Hugh McDermott MP 

16 
NSW Parliament 
Endometriosis 
Friendship Forum 

To educate members of parliament about the ways 
and extent to which endometriosis affects people's 
health and quality of life. The aim is to bring attention 
to this serious health condition and highlight the severe 
impact it has on women's physical and mental health. 
Endometriosis not only affects individuals, but also has 
a rippling effect on families, communities and 
workplaces.  

Helen Dalton MP 

Chair: Helen Dalton MP  

 

Deputy Chair: Michael Holland MP 

17 Parliamentary Friends 
of Forests 

To better understand and appreciate the value and the 
importance of native forests in NSW, particularly the 
public native forest estate. 

Sue Higginson 
MLC 

Chair: Sue Higginson MLC  

 

Deputy Chair: Peter Primrose MLC 

18 Parliamentary Friends 
of Surf Life Saving 

The NSW Parliamentary Friends of Surf Life Saving is 
a bipartisan group of Members of the New South 
Wales Parliament dedicated to recognising, 
supporting, and promoting the vital work of Surf Life 
Saving clubs and volunteers across the state. 

Marjorie O'Neill 
MP 

Chair: Marjorie O'Neill     
       

Deputy Chairs: Liza Butler MP and 

Adam Crouch MP 
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Celebrate and Acknowledge Service: Recognise the 
significant contributions of Surf Life Saving NSW, its 
clubs, and over 75,000 volunteers who work tirelessly 
to keep our beaches safe, support community 
resilience, and save lives. Strengthen Parliamentary 
Engagement: 
 Provide a forum for Members of Parliament to engage 
directly with surf lifesaving organisations, discuss 
shared challenges, and foster greater understanding of 
the role Surf Life Saving plays in community safety, 
health, education, and inclusion. 

19 Parliamentary Friends 
of Cricket 

To increase government engagement and support for 
cricket across NSW.  

Alister Henskens 
MP  

Co-Chairs: Alister Henskens MP and Jo 

Haylen MP  
 

Deputy Chair: Matt Kean MP 

20 Parliamentary Friends 
of Basketball 

To share a love of basketball, increase awareness of 
the game, build relationships and facilitate 
engagement between Basketball NSW and the NSW 
Parliament.  

Alister Henskens 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Liesl Tesch MP and Alister 

Henskens MP     
    

Deputy Chair: Scott Farlow MLC 

21 Parliamentary Friends 
of Food and Drink 

To promote the enjoyment of local produce, local 
cuisine and all kinds of local beverage. 

Roy Butler MP 
Co-Chairs: Roy Butler MP, Liesl Tesch 

MP and Anthony Roberts MP 

22 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Organ and Tissue 
Donation 

To raise awareness of organ & tissue donation – the 
need to register as a donor as well as having the 
discussion with next of kin around your wishes. 

David Mehan MP 
Co-Chairs: David Mehan MP and Adam 

Crouch MP 
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23 Parliamentary Friends 
of Palestine 

To work together to raise awareness with the 
Palestinian community within Australia and overseas.  

Julia Finn MP 
Co-Chairs: Julia Finn MP and Jenny 

Leong MP 

24 Parliamentary Friends 
of Racing and Breeding  

Host industry participants and events. Dave Layzell MP 
Co-Chairs: Michael Daley MP and 

Dave Layzell MP 

25 Parliamentary Friends 
of NSW Farming 

To promote farming and the importance of the 
agriculture industry economy in NSW and facilitate 
engagement with different stakeholders from the NSW 
farming communities and the Parliament. 

Mark Banasiak 
MLC 

Chair: Mark Banasiak MLC 

 

Deputy Chair: Richie Williamson MP 

Treasurer: Greg Donnelly MLC 

26 Parliamentary Friends 
of People with Disability 

To bring together Parliamentarians passionate about 
advocating for the rights of people with a disability.  

Abigail Boyd 
MLC  

Co-Chairs: Abigail Boyd MLC and Liesl 

Tesch MP 

 

 Deputy Chair: Gareth Ward MP 

27 Parliamentary Friends 
of Animals 

To allow members to come together to support the 
prevention of cruelty to animals, and to promote animal 
protection in NSW as well as nationally and 
internationally. 

Emma Hurst 
MLC 

Chair: Emma Hurst MLC       

 

Deputy Chairs: Liesl Tesch MP, Felicity 

Wilson MP and Abigail Boyd MLC 

28 Parliamentary Friends 
of Mental Health 

To improve awareness of mental health, alcohol and 
drug support issues in NSW Parliament.  

Emily Suvaal 
MLC 

Co-Chairs: Emily Suvaal MLC and 

Susan Carter MLC 

29 Parliamentary Friends 
of Religious Freedom 

Provide ongoing discussion and consultation with 
colleagues and members of the community. Provide 
an avenue for Members to connect with religious 
groups and individuals both at the state and local level. 
Host roundtable discussions surrounding religious 
freedom in Australia. Liaise with stakeholders and 
community groups. 

Damien 
Tudehope MLC 

Co-Chairs: Damien Tudehope MLC and 

Tania Mihailuk MLC 

30 Parliamentary Friends 
of Rugby Union 

Raise awareness of Rugby and increase participation 
in Rugby at all levels. Assist the Australian and NSW 

TBC 
Co-Chairs: Phil Donato MP and 

Marjorie O'Neil MP 
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Rugby Union in their ongoing engagement with the 
NSW Parliament.  

31 Parliamentary Friends 
of Women's Health 

To raise awareness of and support critical work on 
health issues affecting women in NSW. 

Emma Hurst 
MLC 

Chair: Emma Hurst MLC 

 

Deputy Chairs: Natasha Maclaren-

Jones MLC, Trish Doyle MP and 

Abigail Boyd MLC 

32 NSW Parliamentary 
Friends of Argentina 

To provide an avenue for Members of Parliament to 
connect with and offer support to the Republic of 
Argentina.  

Julia Finn MP 
Co-Chairs: Julia Finn MP and 

Stephanie Di Pasqua MP 

33 
NSW Parliamentary 
Friends of St John 
Ambulance 

Hosting visiting delegations. Congratulate volunteers. 
Promote the need to learn First Aid. 

Dr Hugh 
McDermott MP 

Co-Chairs: Dr Hugh McDermott MP 

and Natasha Maclaren-Jones MLC 

34 Parliamentary Friends 
of AFL 

To foster and support the growth of AFL in NSW. Stephen Bali MP 
Co-Chairs: Stephen Bali MP and Mark 

Coure MP 

35 Parliamentary Friends 
of Baseball and Softball 

To understand and promote the sports of baseball and 
softball. 

Stephen Bali MP 
Co-Chairs: Stephen Bali MP and Robyn 

Preston MP 

36 Parliamentary Friends 
of Brazil 

To enhance relationships between the NSW 
Parliament and the Brazilian Business Community, 
Consulate and to host visiting delegations. 

Anthony Roberts 
MP 

Chair: Anthony Roberts MP 

 

Deputy Chair: Hugh McDermott MP 

37 Parliamentary Friends 
of Eye Health 

To promote awareness of and support work to improve 
eye health and vision care. 

Tim James MP 
Co-Chairs: Michael Holland MP and 

Tim James MP 

38 Parliamentary Friends 
of Grape Growers 

To create a platform to educate, engage and 
strengthen ties between Government, the community 
and the grape grower sector. 

Clayton Barr MP 
& Dave Layzell 

MP 

Co-Chairs: Dave Layzell MP and 

Clayton Barr MP 

39 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Inclusive Open 
Space 

To promote the benefits of inclusive open space. 
Anthony Roberts 

MP 

Chair: Anthony Roberts MP        
  

Deputy Chair: Greg Warren MP 
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40 

Parliamentary Friends 
of Indigenous, Colonial 
and Environmental 
Heritage 

The purpose of the Parliamentary Friends of 
Indigenous, colonial and environmental heritage will be 
to facilitate the further education and understanding of 
these three key parts of our heritage. 

Anthony Roberts 
MP 

Chair: Anthony Roberts      

 

Deputy Chair: Greg Warren MP 

41 Parliamentary Friends 
of Reconciliation 

To provide a space of reconciliation for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people and parliamentarians to 
connect directly around issues and opportunities for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander policy in NSW. 

Felicity Wilson 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Felicity Wilson MP and 

Stephen Lawrence MLC 

42 Parliamentary Friends 
of Taiwan 

To establish friendships with the people of Taiwan, 
hosting delegations and cultural links. 

Anthony Roberts 
MP 

Chair: Anthony Roberts MP    

 

Deputy Chair: Dr Hugh McDermott MP 

43 

Parliamentary Friends 
of the Duke of 
Edinburgh's 
International Award 

The Parliamentary Friends for the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award (Duke of Ed) is a non-partisan 
group open to all Members of the New South Wales 
Parliament. It serves as a platform for parliamentarians 
to support and promote the Duke of Ed Award in 
schools, and foster opportunities and initiatives that 
support young people in their personal development. 
The Duke of Ed is a global program that helps young 
people develop skills, leadership, and personal growth 
through non-formal education. For over 60 years, 
schools and community groups have used the Duke of 
Ed Framework to recognise and accredit young 
people's achievements. 

Natasha 
Maclaren-Jones 

MLC 

Chair: Natasha Maclaren MLC  

 

Deputy Chair: Greg Donnelly MLC 

44 Parliamentary Friends 
of Koalas 

Formed in 2023, the Parliamentary Friends of Koala 
Group aims to highlight the importance and risk 
towards koalas. The group aims to give members of 
the NSW Parliament the opportunity to celebrate, 
understand and promote Koala protection and 
preservation in NSW from all threats. The group will 
host events supported by experts in the environmental 
field, site visits and engagement with experts on 

Judy Hannan MP 

Chair: Judy Hannan MP   
      

Deputy Chair: Greg Warren MP 
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rehabilitation and preservation. The group focuses on 
rehabilitation, preservation and recognises the risks to 
Koalas are mixed including development, loss of 
habitat and climate disaster. The group will engage 
with experts to present to NSW parliamentarians' key 
areas for conservation so koala populations can 
recover and grow, reforming as well as potential areas 
for laws to deliver protection safeguards for koalas in 
environmental and planning legislation 

45 Parliamentary Friends 
of Emergency Services 

Promote and support the work of the NSW Police and 
Emergency Services agencies, staff and volunteers.  

Gurmesh Singh 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Gurmesh Singh MP and Dr 

Hugh McDermott MP 

46 Parliamentary Friends 
of France 

To promote and encourage trade, tourism, cultural and 
historical awareness between NSW MP's and the 
NSW French community.  

Natalie Ward 
MLC 

Chair: Natalie Ward MLC      
   

Deputy Chair Trish Doyle MP 

47 Parliamentary Friends 
of Music 

To engage with, and support musicians and the music 
industry in NSW. 

John Graham 
MLC 

Co-Chairs: John Graham MLC and Ben 

Franklin MLC   
              

Deputy Chairs: Kevin Anderson MP 

and Jacqui Munro MLC 

48 Parliamentary Friends 
of the United Kingdom 

To promote and strengthen the relationship between 
the NSW Parliament and the United Kingdom, 
including members of both legislatures. To foster 
communications between NSW and the UK 
representatives and organisations in the interest of 
political, economic and cultural dialogue. 

Scott Farlow 
MLC 

Co-Chairs: Scott Farlow MLC and Dr 

Hugh McDermott MP 

49 Parliamentary Friends 
of Biosecurity 

To create a platform to educate, engage and 
strengthen ties between government, the community 
and the agricultural industry around biosecurity. In 
recognition of the continuous biosecurity threats to 
NSW, this will bring together and inform stakeholders 
of the work the NSW Government is doing across the 
sector.  

Richie 
Williamson MP 

Co-Chairs: Tara Moriarty MLC and 

Richie Williamson MP 



APPROVED PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP GROUPS 58th PARLIAMENT 
 

50 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Cooperatives and 
Mutuals 

To celebrate and recognise the important work of 
cooperatives and mutuals in our society and economy.  

Gurmesh Singh 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Gurmesh Singh MP, 

Clayton Barr MP and Jenny Leong MP 

51 Parliamentary Friends 
of Greyhound Racing  

To promote greyhound racing throughout NSW and 
Greyhound Racing NSW as the major industry body 
and welfare provider for greyhounds. 

Dave Layzell MP 
Co-Chairs: Dave Layzell MP and Mark 

Banasiak MLC 

52 Parliamentary Friends 
of Landcare 

To promote and support the work of the Landcare 
movement across New South Wales in managing and 
restoring our environment and improving the 
sustainability of our agricultural activities.  

Michael Kemp 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Steve Whan MP, Michael 

Kemp MP and Roy Butler MP 

53 Parliamentary Friends 
of Local Government 

The purpose is to engage with and support Local 
Government members throughout NSW. 

Amanda Cohn 
MLC 

Chair: Amanda Cohn MLC 

 

Deputy Chair: Peter Primrose MLC 

54 Parliamentary Friends 
of Nature 

A forum to facilitate dialogue, activities and action 
among members who love nature in order to better 
protect and conserve it.  

Trish Doyle MP 

Chair: Trish Doyle MP        
  

Deputy Chair: Tim James MP 

55 Parliamentary Friends 
of India 

To foster strong links between India, the Indian 
community and the NSW Parliament. 

Warren Kirby MP 
Co-Chairs: Warren Kirby MP and 

Gurmesh Singh MP 

56 Parliamentary Friends 
of TAFE 

To promote and support TAFE NSW. 
Maryanne Stuart 

MP 

Chair: Maryanne Stuart MP  

 

Deputy Chair: Geoff Provest MP 

57 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Defence and 
Veterans 

Support NSW investment and development of defence 
industries and capabilities including skills and jobs for 
NSW citizens, innovation and education export 
opportunities and showcasing the contribution of NSW 
in this international sector. 

Natasha 
Maclaren-Jones 

MLC 

Chair: Natasha Maclaren-Jones MLC                 

 

Deputy Chairs: Dr Hugh McDermott MP 

and Robert Borsak MLC 

58 Parliamentary Friends 
of Forestry 

To promote the benefits of forestry in NSW. 
Richie 

Williamson MP 

Co-Chairs: Tania Mihailuk MLC and 

Richie Williamson MP 
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59 Parliamentary Friends 
of Active Transport 

The NSW Parliamentary Friends of Active Transport is 
a cross-party group of Members of the New South 
Wales Parliament committed to championing walking, 
cycling, and other forms of active travel as safe, 
accessible, and sustainable transport options for all 
communities across the state. 
  
Aims and Objectives: 
  
Promote Healthier, Greener Travel 
 Advocate for policies and infrastructure that support 
walking, cycling, and micromobility as integral 
components of a modern, low-emission transport 
system that improves public health and reduces 
congestion. 
  
Foster Collaboration and Innovation - Create a forum 
for Members of Parliament to engage with community 
groups, local councils, industry, and government 
agencies to share ideas, innovations, and best 
practices in active transport planning and 
implementation. Empower Local Communities - 
Promote active transport as a tool for community 
building, economic revitalisation, and improving access 
to local services, schools, workplaces, and recreational 
spaces. 
  
Advance Evidence-Based Policy - Support research 
and data-driven approaches to inform effective 
planning and policies that prioritise safety, 
sustainability, and mode shift toward active transport. 
  
Encourage Behavioural Change and Education - Back 
public education campaigns and programs that raise 
awareness about the benefits of active transport, 

Kobi Shetty MP 
& Dr Marjorie 

O'Neill MP 

Co-Chairs: Kobi Shetty MP and Dr 

Marjorie O'Neill MP 
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improve road safety culture, and encourage more 
people to walk and ride more often. 

60 Parliamentary Friends 
of Greece 

To build stronger ties between Greece and the 
Australian Greek community with the New South 
Wales Parliament.  

Eleni Petinos MP 
Co-Chairs: Eleni Petinos MP and 

Michael Daley MP 

61 Parliamentary Friends 
of Italy 

To build stronger ties between Italy and Australia. To 
promote traditional, cultural and potentially economic 
exchange between both countries.  

Stephanie Di 
Pasqua MP 

Co-Chairs: Stephanie Di Pasqua MP 

and Phil Donato MP 

62 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Olympics and 
Paralympics 

To encourage participation in sport, promote the 
'values of Olympism and Paralympism' and to 
strengthen the NSW Parliament's relationship with the 
Australian Olympic Committee and Paralympics 
Australia.  

Eleni Petinos MP 
Co-Chairs: Eleni Petinos MP and Liesl 

Tesch MP 

63 Parliamentary Friends 
of Ireland 

Hosting and meeting with visiting Irish delegations. 
Liaising with the Consulate of the Republic of Ireland. 

Cameron 
Murphy MLC & 
Marjorie O'Neill 

MP 

Co-Chairs: Cameron Murphy MLC and 

Marjorie O'Neill MP 

64 
Parliamentary Friends 
of the Australian 
Constitution 

To provide a non-partisan forum for NSW 
parliamentarians to meet and interact with each other 
and the public on matters relating to the Australian 
Constitution including, but not limited to, building 
increased understanding of the strengths of our unique 
constitution. 

Rachel Merton 
MLC 

Co-Chairs: Rod Roberts MLC and 

Rachel Merton MLC 

65 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Interfaith and 
Interculture Dialogue 

Promote interfaith and intercultural dialogue. To 
involve MPs in activities of interfaith and intercultural 
groups.  

Julia Finn MP; 
Mark Coure MP 

Co-Chairs: Julia Finn MP and Mark 

Coure MP 
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66 Parliamentary Friends 
of Poland and Hungary 

Provide liaison opportunities with the Foreign Missions 
of the Republic of Poland and Hungary. Further and 
maintain the good relations between the Republic of 
Poland, Hungary and NSW. 

Robert Borsak 
MLC 

Co-Chairs: Robert Borsak MLC and 

Stephen Bali MP 

67 Parliamentary Friends 
of Türkiye 

  
The Parliamentary Friends of Türkiye promotes deeper 
connections and mutual understanding between 
Australia and Türkiye, building upon our shared 
history, particularly through the legacy of the ANZACs 
and the significance of the Gallipoli peninsula. Through 
commemorations, cultural exchanges, and dialogue, 
the group enhances awareness of our common 
heritage and fosters stronger bilateral relationships. 
Additionally, it engages closely with Australia's Turkish 
community, celebrating their contributions and 
encouraging integration and collaboration. By 
honouring historical ties and embracing cultural 
diversity, the Parliamentary Friends of Türkiye helps 
strengthen friendship, respect, and cooperation, 
ensuring these meaningful connections continue to 
enrich both our nations and communities. 

Lynda Voltz MP 

Chair: Lynda Voltz MP        
 
Deputy Chair: Michael Kemp MP 

68 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Malta  

Promote and foster relationship between NSW 
Parliament and the Maltese/Australia community and 
Malta.  

Mark Buttigieg 
MLC 

Chair: Mark Buttgieg MLC 

 
Deputy Chair: Mark Coure MP 

69 Parliamentary Friends 
of the European Union 

To promote political and cultural exchange with the 
European Union. To interact with EU representatives, 
organisations and individuals with particular interest 
and expertise in relation to the EU, including diplomatic 
representation. 

Ben Franklin 
MLC 

Co-Chairs: Natalie Ward MLC and 
Janelle Saffin MP        
  
Deputy Chairs: Gareth Ward MP and 
Sonia Hornery MP 
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70 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Western Sydney 
Wanderers  

To make a difference in Western Sydney. Take elite 
male, female and young athletes from a professional 
sporting club environment and positioning them to 
become catalysts for true change. Drive positive 
change in Western Sydney through youth programs 
such as those that promote health and well-being. 
Promote Western Sydney throughout Australia and 
across Asia as a regional advocate across trade, 
commerce, business, tourism and position Western 
Sydney as a destination. 

Stephen Bali MP 
Co-Chairs: Stephen Bali MP and Mark 
Hodges MP 

71 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Neighbourhood 
Centres 

To support the work of community and neighbourhood 
centres (NCC's) in NSW in partnership with the local 
community services association (LCSA), the peak 
body for NCC's.  

Anthony D'Adam 
MLC 

Chair: Anthony D'Adam MLC 

72 Parliamentary Friends 
of Nepal 

Foster stronger ties between NSW and Nepal and 
provide a platform for dialogue and collaboration on 
trade, education, employment and culture with the 
Nepali community 

Jacqui Munro 
MLC 

Co-chairs: Jacqui Munro MLC and Julia 
Finn MP 

73 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Empowering Older 
Women 

Recognising older women's importance and relevance 
as decision makers and valuable members of society 

Aileen 
MacDonald MLC 

Co-chairs: Aileen MacDonald MLC and 
Tamara Smith MP 
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74 Parliamentary Friends 
of Electric Vehicles 

To promote the adoption of electric vehicles (EV's) as 
a sustainable form of transport for individuals, 
households and businesses in NSW. This includes 
supporting the provision of charging infrastructure to 
encourage the transition for car owners and reduce 
'range anxiety'. The NSW Government has committed 
to achieving Net Zero by 2050 and increasing the 
update of EV's is an important step in this process. 

Kellie Sloane MP 
Co-Chairs: Kellie Sloane MP and Sally 
Quinnell MP 

75 
Parliamentary Friends 
of LGBTIQA+ 
Community 

To advocate for LGBTIQA+ issues concerning and 
relating to those in New South Wales 

Alex Greenwich 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Penny Sharpe MLC, Hon 
Ben Franklin MLC, Amanda Cohn MLC, 
Chris Roth MLC and Alex Greenwich 
MP        
    
Deputy Chairs: Jacqui Munro MLC, 
Emma Hurst MLC 

76 Parliamentary Friends 
of Lebanon 

To promote friendships and awareness of the 
Australian Lebanese community. To raise awareness 
of the culture, history and activities of the Australian 
Lebanese community. 

Mark Coure MP 

Co-Chairs: Mark Coure MP and 
Anthony D'Adam MLC           
   
Deputy Chairs: Charishma Kaliyanda 
MP and Tina Ayyad MP 

77 Parliamentary Friends 
of Diabetes 

The Parliamentary Friends of Diabetes (NSW) is a 

cross-party group of MEmbers of the New South 

Wales Parliament committed to increasing awareness 

of all types of diabetes as a significant and growing 

public health challenge across the State. Our purpose 

is to support efforts that prevent diabetes as a 

significant and growing public health challenge across 

the State. Our purpose is to support efforts that 

prevent diabetes, improve early detection, enhance 

Charishma 
Kaliyanda MP 

Chair: Karishma Kaliyanda MP    
    

Deputy Chair: Justin Clancy MP 
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management and care, and reduce the social and 

economic impacts of the disease on individuals, 

families, and communities in NSW. 

 

This group provides a platform for constructive 

engagement between parliamentarians, people living 

with diabetes, clinicians, researchers, community 

organisations, and policy experts. By facilitating 

dialogue and sharing evidence-based insights, we aim 

to inform better public policy, support innovation in 

treatment and care, and address health inequities—

particularly in regional, rural, and disadvantaged 

communities. 

 

The Parliamentary Friends of Diabetes (NSW) is 

dedicated to ensuring that diabetes remains a key 

focus within the State’s health agenda, and that 

legislative and community initiatives reflect the diverse 

needs of those affected. Together, we strive to 

advance the health and wellbeing of all people living 

with, or at risk of, all types of diabetes across New 

South Wales. 

78 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Youth Justice Reform 

To discuss a framework of key reforms in the youth 
justice sector to reduce the number of children 
entering the criminal justice system 

Aileen 
MacDonald MLC 

Co-Chairs: Aileen MacDonald MLC and 
Stephen Lawrence MLC 

79 Parliamentary Friends 
of People with Autism 

To improve awareness and understanding of autism 
both in a community and professional setting with aim 
to encourage both government and non-government 
support for initiatives to support those persons who live 
with autism. 

Mark Hodges 
MP  

Co-Chairs: Janelle Saffin MP and Mark 
Hodges MP 
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80 
NSW Parliamentary 
Friends of Palliative 
Care 

To conduct meetings, information sessions, workshops 
etc, to promote discussion and understanding within 
the NSW Parliament regarding the provision and 
availability of palliative medicine, nursing and care 
across the state 

Susan Carter 
MLC 

Chair: Susan Carter MLC 

81 

  

Parliamentary Friends 
of the University of the 
Third Age (U3A) 

To enhance the interests of the University of the Third 
Age (U3A), a movement aimed at stimulating and 
education retirees. 

Brendan Moylan 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Brendan Moylan MP and 

Liza Butler MP 

82 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Motor Sports 

To foster a greater awareness and connection 
between motor sports, the community and the 
Parliament of NSW 

Warren Kirby 
MP, Michael 

Kemp MP 

Co-Chairs: Warren Kirby MP and 

Michael Kemp MP 

 

83 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Small Business 

To promote the importance of small and medium size 
enterprises in NSW and the communities they serve. 

Liza Butler MP 
Co-Chairs: Liza Butler MP & Tim 

James MP 

84 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Men’s Sheds 

To promote and support the activities of Men’s Sheds. 

Across NSW both in Metropolitan and Regional areas, 

Men’s Sheds promote inclusion and mental wellbeing 

particularly for older men. They also perform important 

services in communities often helping disadvantaged 

people and families. This group is about raising the 

profile of Men’s Sheds in the NSW Parliament and 

providing MPs and MLCs the opportunity to learn more 

about Men’s Sheds and show their support for the 

work they do. 

Roy Butler MP 

Co-Chairs: Roy Buter MP and Sally 

Quinnell MP 

Deputy Chair: Rachel Merton MLC 

85 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Brewing 

The independent brewing scene is a big contributor to 

the NSW economy and the social fabric of NSW. This 

group would look to facilitate, enhance and perhaps 

Kevin Anderson 

MP 

TBC 
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regenerate the NSW Government’s Independent 

Brewers Action plan. Sydney and Regional NSW has a 

thriving brewing industry, and this group would focus 

on supporting and growing the independent brewing 

industry. This group would be an excellent opportunity 

to value-add tourism through food, wine and ale trail 

experiences.  

86 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Stroke 

To promote awareness and prevention of stroke. To 
support survivors of stroke and their carers. To 
advocate for health professionals and researchers in 
the prevention and management of stroke.   

 

Michael Holland 

MP 

Co Chairs: Michael Holland MP and 

Tina Ayyad MP 

 

Deputy Chair: Dr Joe McGirr MP 

87 
Parliamentary Friends 
of the Philippines 

The Parliamentary Friends of the Philippines aims to 
strengthen the relationship between New South Wales 
and the Philippines by promoting mutual 
understanding, cultural exchange, economic 
cooperation and community engagement. It provides 
non-partisan forum for Members of Parliament to 
engage with the Filipino-Australian community, 
celebrate its contributions to our state, and support 
deeper ties with the Philippines across trade, 
education, tourism and shared democratic values. The 
group will work with the Consulate General, community 
leaders and the Filipino community to foster friendship, 
goodwill and collaboration between our peoples.   

 

Tim James 

MP 

Co Chairs: Time James MP and 

Stephen Bali MP 

88 
Parliamentary Friends 
of People Living with 
Rare Diseases 

The purpose of the Parliamentary Friends of People 
Living with Rare Diseases is to promote awareness of 
rare diseases, the work that is being done to research 
rare diseases, and the experience of people who are 
suffering from those diseases. By raising awareness, 

James Wallace 

MP 
TBC 
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the group will work to build bi-partisan consesus about 
the importance of addressing these diseases.  

There are over 7,000 rare diseases, with many more 
which do not yet have name. Only 5% of those 
diseases have a treatment and rare diseases are one 
of the largest causes of death in children. Due to the 
rarity of these diseases, patients often spend years 
being unwell before they get the correct diagnosis. 

89 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Paddlesports and 
Rowing 

The objectives of the Parliamentary Friends of 
Paddlesports and Rowing in New South Wales are to 
establish a sustainable and enduring foundation for the 
advancement of Paddlesports and Rowing throughout 
the state. This initiative seeks to activate and enhance 
key places and spaces- both natural waterways and 
dedicated infrastructure- where disciplines can 
prosper. It will promote inclusive participation across 
all levels, from grassroots engagement to high 
performance competition, whilst fostering a sense of 
belonging and community. By connecting with 
politicians and the Parliament as well as encouraging 
involvement across diverse demographic groups, the 
group aims to support public health, social cohesion 
and environmental stewardship, while strengthening 
the cultural and recreational significance of aquatic 
sports in New South Wales and celebrating the 
achievements of NSW’s paddle and rowing athletes.   

Karen McKeown 
MP 

Co-Chairs: Karen McKeown MP & Eleni 

Petinos MP 

90 
Parliamentary Friends 
of United Nations 

To raise awareness of the important role of the United 
Nations across the globe. 

Felicity Wilson 

MP 

Co-Chairs: Felicity Wilson MP & Greg 

Warren MP 

91 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Japan 

The electorate of Cootamundra is home to the 
Japanese Gardens in Cowra, which are designed and 
built in 1979 by award-winning designer Ken Nakajima. 
Five hectares of garden constructed to symbolise the 

Steph Cooke MP 

Co-Chairs: Steph Cooke MP & Rod 

Roberts MLC 
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Japanese landscape, featuring rocky hillside, 
manicured hedges, waterfalls, streams and two lakes, 
all designed to create a serene environment for a 
myriad of birdlife. A truly cultural space that showcases 
exhibitions from a variety of local and regional artists.  

These peaceful Gardens now exist as a symbol of 
reconciliation and friendship between NSW, Australia 
and Japan. They commemorate the internment of over 
1,100 Japanese prisoners during World War II at the 
Cowra Prisoner of War Camp and the mass breakout 
in 1944, 231 Japanese and 4 Australians died in what 
is known as the most significant breakout in British and 
Australian War History. Cowra is also home to the 
Japanese and Australian War Cemetaries, the final 
resting place for Japanese and Australians who died in 
Australia during World War II. 

The Parliamentary Friends of Japan will aim to 
strengthen ties between NSW and Japan, promoting 
friendship, co-operation, and cultural understanding. 
The historic links created during wartime are now 
focused on peace and understanding, with both NSW 
and Japan moving forward. 

 

Deputy Chairs: Rob Dwyer MP and Tim 

Crakanthorp  

92 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Foster, Relative and 
Kinship Carers 

The Parliamentary Friends of Foster, Relative and 
Kinship Carers is a non-partisan group open to all 
Members of the New South Wales Parliament. It 
serves as a platform for parliamentarians to support 
and promote the foster, relative and kinship carers in 
their electorates. To promote the important role of 
Foster, Relative and Kinship carers, and raise 
awareness of the valuable work they do in supporting 
vulnerable children in out of home care. Meetings are 
conducted in various formats to keep members 

Natasha 
Maclaren-Jones 

MLC 

Co Chairs: Natasha Maclaren-Jones 

MLC and Greg Donnelly MLC 

 

Deputy Chair: Greg Donnelly MLC 
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informed about the recent developments and specific 
issues. These gatherings provide opportunities for 
reinforcing the importance of foster, relative and 
kinship carers.   

93 
Parliamentary Friends 
of Tennis 

The purpose of the Parliamentary Friends of Tennis is 
to provide a forum to actively support and promote the 
sport of tennis in New South Wales and across 
Australia. Working in collaboration with Tennis 
Australia, Tennis NSW and other key stakeholders, the 
group will seek to increase awareness of the benefits 
of tennis,  

Eleni Petinos MP 

Chair: Eleni Petinos MP 

 

Deputy Chairs: Jo Haylen MP & Justin 

Clancy MP 

 

 


