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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 5 April 2005

Mr Speaker (The Hon. John Joseph Aquilina) took the chair at 2.15 p.m.
Mr Speaker offered the Prayer.
DEATH OF HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL II
DEATH OF AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE PERSONNEL

Mr SPEAKER: It is with regret that | inform the House of the death of His Holiness Pope John Paul Il
on 2 April 2005. | also inform the House of the death of nine Australian Defence Force personnel who were
killed in a helicopter crash at Nias Island, Indonesia, on 2 April 2005. On behalf of the House | extend the deep
sympathy of the Legislative Assembly to their relatives and friends. | ask members and officers to stand as a
mark of respect and observe one minute's silence.

Members and officers of the House stood in their places.

VARIATIONS OF PAYMENTS ESTIMATES AND APPROPRIATIONS 2004-05

Dr Andrew Refshauge tabled variations of the receipts and payments estimates and appropriations for
2004-05, under section 26 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1983, arising from the provision by the
Commonwealth of specific purpose payments in excess of the amounts included in the State's receipts and
payments estimates, dated 4 April 2005.

INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
Report

Mr Speaker announced the receipt, pursuant to section 78 of the Independent Commission Against
Corruption Act 1988, of the report entitled "Report on Investigation into Certain Transactions of Koompahtoo
Local Aboriginal Land Council”, dated April 2005.

Ordered to be printed.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

Mr SPEAKER: | acknowledge the presence in the gallery of Dr Kevin Foley, a former member of the
Victorian Parliament, and his wife, Kathryn.

AUDIT OFFICE
Report
The Clerk announced the receipt, pursuant to section 63C of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1983,
of the performance audit report of the Auditor-General entitled "Follow-up of Performance Audit: Management
of Intellectual Property", dated March 2005.
LEGISLATION REVIEW COMMITTEE
Report

The Clerk announced the receipt, pursuant to section 10 of the Legislation Review Act 1987, of the
report entitled "Legislation Review Digest No. 4 of 2005", dated 4 April 2005.
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PETITIONS
Gaming Machine Tax

Petitions opposing the decision to increase poker machine tax, received from Mrs Shelley Hancock
and Mr Steven Pringle.

Kurnell Sandmining

Petitions opposing sandmining on the Kurnell Peninsula, received from Mr Barry Collier and
Mr Malcolm Kerr.

Bungonia Quarry Construction Application

Petition opposing the application to construct a quarry at Ardmore Park, Bungonia, received from
Ms Katrina Hodgkinson.

Luna Park Development Application

Petition opposing the latest development application for Luna Park, received from Mrs Jillian
Skinner.

Jervis Bay Marine Park Fishing Competitions

Petition requesting amendment of the zoning policy to preclude fishing competitions, by both spear and
line, in the Jervis Bay Marine Park, received from Mrs Shelley Hancock.

Lake Wollumboola Recreational Use

Petition opposing any restriction of the recreational use of Lake Wollumboola, received from
Mrs Shelley Hancock.

Crime Sentencing

Petition requesting changes in legislation to allow for tougher sentences for crime, received from
Mrs Shelley Hancock.

Campbell Hospital, Coraki

Petition opposing the closure of inpatient beds and the reduction in emergency department hours of
Campbell Hospital, Coraki, received from Mr Steve Cansdell.

Public Hospital Security and Staffing

Petition requesting that the Department of Health guarantee the safety of patients and employ sufficient
staff in public hospitals, received from Mr Barry O'Farrell.

F6 Corridor Community Use

Petition noting the decision of the Minister for Roads, gazetted in February 2003, to abandon the
construction of any freeway or motorway in the F6 corridor, and requesting preservation of the corridor for open
space, community use and public transport, received from Mr Barry Collier.

Oxford Street Clearway

Petition requesting removal of the Oxford Street clearway and imposition of a 40 kilometres per hour
speed limit in Oxford Street, received from Ms Clover Moore.

Old Northern and New Line Roads Strategic Route Development Study

Petition requesting funding for implementation of the Old Northern and New Line roads strategic route
development study, received from Mr Steven Pringle.
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Forster-Tuncurry Cycleways

Petition requesting the building of cycleways in the Forster-Tuncurry area, received from Mr John
Turner.

Pacific Highway Overpass

Petition requesting the construction of an overpass for the Pacific Highway at the Tea Gardens-Hawks
Nest intersection, received from Mr John Turner.

Newcastle Rail Services
Petitions requesting the retention and improvement of Newcastle rail services, and implementation of
an integrated public transport plan for the Lower Hunter, received from Mr John Mills, Mr Matthew Morris
and Mr Milton Orkopoulos.

Southern Tablelands Rail Services

Petition opposing any reduction in rail services on the Southern Tablelands line, received from
Ms Katrina Hodgkinson.

South Coast Rail Services

Petition opposing any reduction in rail services on the South Coast, received from Mrs Shelley
Hancock.

Pets on Public Transport
Petition requesting that pets be allowed on public transport, received from Ms Clover Moore.
Murwillumbah to Casino Rail Service

Petitions requesting the retention of the CountryLink rail service from Murwillumbah to Casino,
received from Mr Neville Newell and Mr Donald Page.

Macdonald River Signage

Petition requesting that the Macdonald River be provided with signage stating "4 or 8 knots, no skiing,
no wash", received from Mr Steven Pringle.

Mid North Coast Airconditioned Buses

Petition requesting that the new airconditioned buses assigned to the mid North Coast are not removed,
received from Mr Andrew Stoner.

CountryLink Rail Services

Petition opposing the abolition of CountryLink rail services and their replacement with bus services in
rural and regional New South Wales, received from Mr Andrew Stoner.

Milton-Ulladulla Public School Infrastructure
Petition requesting community consultation in the planning, funding and building of appropriate public
school infrastructure in the Milton-Ulladulla area and surrounding districts, received from Mrs Shelley
Hancock.

Skilled Migrant Placement Program

Petition requesting that the Skilled Migrant Placement Program be restored, received from
Ms Clover Moore.
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Colo High School Airconditioning

Petition requesting the installation of airconditioning in all classrooms and the library of Colo High
School, received from Mr Steven Pringle.

Shoalhaven River Water Extraction

Petition opposing the extraction of water from the Shoalhaven River to support Sydney's water supply,
received from Mrs Shelley Hancock.

Hastings Water Supply
Petition opposing the fluoridation of the Hastings water supply, received from Mr Robert Oakeshott.
Hawkesbury Electorate Sewerage

Petition praying that funding be provided to construct a reticulated sewerage system for Glossodia,
Freemans Reach and Wilberforce, received from Mr Steven Pringle.

Wisemans Ferry Electricity Requirements

Petition requesting an assessment of the electricity requirements of the Wisemans Ferry district,
received from Mr Steven Pringle.

Agnes Banks Village Sewerage

Petition requesting that the village of Agnes Banks be connected to the reticulated sewerage network of
Hawkesbury City Council, received from Mr Steven Pringle.

Isolated Patients Travel and Accommodation Assistance Scheme

Petition objecting to the criteria for country cancer patients to qualify for the Isolated Patients Travel
and Accommodation Assistance Scheme, received from Mr Andrew Stoner.

Wagga Wagga Sports Ovals

Petition opposing the sale of Staunton and Weissel ovals in Wagga Wagga, received from Mr Daryl
Maguire.

Sydney Cricket Ground

Petition requesting that the Sydney Cricket Ground remain the home of cricket in New South Wales,
received from Mr Barry O'Farrell.

Tweed Shire Council Inquiry

Petition requesting the immediate cessation of the public inquiry into the Tweed Shire Council,
received from Mr Andrew Fraser.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ORANA JUVENILE JUSTICE CENTRE STAFF AND INMATE BEHAVIOUR INQUIRY

Mr JOHN BROGDEN: My question is directed to the Minister for Juvenile Justice. Why does she
continue to cover up the actions of staff at the Orana Juvenile Justice Centre who high-fived the Killer of nine-
year-old Brendan Saul by now claiming the evidence was "not sufficiently reliable" when that evidence was
provided to her director-general by two Dubbo police officers?

Ms DIANE BEAMER: The allegations in this matter have been subject to the most rigorous
investigations. From the first time they were raised they have been treated extremely seriously and with due
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regard for the ongoing pain caused to the family involved. Following an initial departmental inquiry a legally
qualified independent investigator was appointed to fully investigate the allegations.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition will come to order and allow the Minister to
answer the question.

Ms DIANE BEAMER: The independent investigator found that there was not sufficient evidence,
after statements and interviews with a number of people, to support these allegations. The investigation was
further broadened to take in any allegations that were raised. The director-general and | were acutely aware of
the sensitivity and controversial nature of the allegations and the need for both probity and thoroughness. The
Chairman of the New South Wales Parole Board and former Chief Magistrate of New South Wales, Mr lan
Pike, AM, was commissioned to review the investigation process and its findings. Mr Pike found that the
investigation was "thorough, fair, objective and professional”, and had "given consideration to all the available
evidence". Mr Pike agreed with the findings in this report. Neither the independent investigator nor Mr Pike has
made any statement or comments that call into question the integrity and truthfulness of police in this matter.
Once again | stress that the veracity of any statement made by the police in relation to this matter is not in
question.

Mr John Brogden: Point of order: That report said the evidence was not sufficiently reliable. You
don't know what you're talking about. Make the report public!

Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is involved. The Leader of the Opposition will resume his
seat.

Ms DIANE BEAMER: The Opposition has called into question the credibility and accuracy of the
independent investigation, and the subsequent review by Mr lan Pike, former Chief Magistrate of New South
Wales and Chairman of the Parole Board. It is outrageous that the Opposition would question Mr Pike's
integrity. As | have said, Mr lan Pike is the Chair of the New South Wales Parole Board, a consultant to the
Judicial Commission and a former Chief Magistrate. His legal qualifications and credibility are beyond
question.

JUDICIAL COMMISSION OPERATION

Mr PAUL LYNCH: My question without notice is directed to the Attorney General. What is the
Government's response to community concerns about the operation of the Judicial Commission?

Mr BOB DEBUS: | thank the honourable member for his continuing interest in matters concerning the
judicial system. An independent judiciary is one of the cornerstones of our democratic system—ijudges who
administer the law, without fear or favour, who have regard only to the evidence before them in the court, and
who cannot be swayed by political pressure or by media campaign. In this respect New South Wales is indeed
fortunate in the integrity and moral standing of this State's judiciary. In many other countries citizens cannot
have the same assurance that all are equal before the law. A highly placed politician makes a secret phone call to
ensure that a rival is gaoled or an ally acquitted. A court dispute over a commercial contract is mysteriously
settled in favour of a company with government contracts. Judges themselves are dismissed or thrown into
prison if their decisions do not meet with the orders of the government of the day.

Because the integrity of our system is so important, our law and constitution take great care to protect
judicial independence. It is for this reason that judges are appointed for life, with their pay and entitlements
protected, and cannot be dismissed at the whim of government. With judicial independence, of course, comes
the necessity for openness and accountability. In New South Wales, uniquely among Australian States, we have
a formal body, the Judicial Commission, which, among other functions, investigates complaints against judicial
officers. This body was created 20 years ago. In the meantime, other States—most lately Victoria—have
considered and rejected the idea of creating a similar body. Those States have decided that a formal
investigatory body is too intrusive on the independence of the judges.

New South Wales has taken, and continues to take, a different view. Although any complaint
mechanism must be very carefully managed to avoid abuse of the system by litigants, we are confident of the
view that the Judicial Commission is the most important institution of accountability. There is no room for
complacency. The Judicial Commission is now almost 20 years old. Many of its procedures and practices, and
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the legislation that governs it, were cutting edge, indeed revolutionary, when it was established. But most of us,
Mr Speaker—with respect to you and to me in particular—Ilooked younger and fresher and more exciting 20
years ago than we do now. It is time to take a fresh look at the commission. Following discussion with the Chief
Justice | can advise the House that heads of jurisdiction, jointly with the head of my department, are now
commencing a review of the Judicial Officers Act 1986 in advance of that twentieth anniversary.

| can also advise the House that we will be ensuring that all newly appointed judicial officers will
undergo an induction course approved by the Judicial Commission. | expect that these induction courses will
draw on the excellent training courses developed by the commission and by the National Judicial College. The
Chief Executive of the Judicial Commission has also written to me advising that the commission will give
priority to practical training on the question of sexual assault. Awareness training of the unique dilemmas
presented by sexual assault, and the trauma experienced by complainants during trials, is essential for all judges
and magistrates hearing criminal matters.

The position of a judge can be lonely, isolated and stressful. To avoid any perception of taint or bias,
newly appointed judges often find that they must withdraw from various professional associations and ordinary
forms of social life. The pressure of interpreting complex legislative provisions and common law principles can
be intense. Relentless exposure, in criminal matters, to the darkest side of human nature has a debilitating effect
on all who work in the criminal justice system, whether police, lawyers or court staff, and judicial officers are
by no means immune. With all that in mind, I can advise that we are moving today to establish a new assistance
scheme for judicial officers. The scheme will be administered by the Supreme Court and will provide assistance
for all judicial officers in New South Wales.

We want judges and magistrates to seek support and medical advice about health problems before they
start to affect their performance and the administration of justice in this State. Under the new scheme judges will
have access to 24-hour counselling, to treatment for serious health issues and to annual medical checks. The
scheme has the endorsement of the heads of jurisdiction and will be funded by my department. The scheme is
designed to support and assist judges, particularly newly appointed officers, as they deal with the pressures of
office, and | am confident that judges will seek out the confidential support and assistance that the scheme will
offer. But it is clearly a scheme designed to improve the administration of justice in our State. Justice is not
served by a judge or magistrate in the grip of serious health problems, when those health problems are
unaddressed or unresolved. It is far better to face up to problems and to seek treatment than to risk a miscarriage
of justice.

Our law provides that where a judge is incapable of performing the duties of office, and refuses to
confront the consequences of that medical incapacity, the matter can be made the subject of a report by the
Conduct Division of the Judicial Commission; and, indeed, by votes of both Houses of this Parliament, a judge
can be dismissed. No-one wants to see this kind of extreme response to a medical problem. We need to have
preventative measures, support and assistance rather than draconian and punitive responses once the crisis has
emerged. | am confident that the new measures for support and assistance, and for effective training of judicial
officers, will serve to strengthen and enhance our judicial system and therefore our democracy.

MR PATRICK O'KEEFE MEDICAL TREATMENT

Mr ANDREW STONER: My question is directed to the Premier. Why, on 24 March in this House,
did the Premier humiliate and belittle chronically ill Macksville man Patrick O'Keefe, and at the same time
seriously breach the privacy of an unrelated Coffs Harbour urology patient when, in his haste to make a joke of
Mr O'Keefe's case, he revealed the medical details of the wrong man?

Mr BOB CARR: The House will recall that I did no such thing. I interrupt the noble discourse of this
Chamber to answer a question on the minds of many members about the sweep by police dogs that just went
through the Chamber. Despite the most comprehensive police search, no Opposition policy has been found, not
even a scrap of policy! But the search did find a record—

Mr Andrew Tink: Point of order: In relation to what the Premier just said, either we take security in
the building seriously or we do not. If security is a concern, | suggest it be taken seriously. | also suggest that
you, Mr Speaker, as the chairman of the Parliament, make the point to all members that if security in this
building is an issue it ought to be taken seriously. The Premier parades around the Chamber talking about
terrorism and all sorts of other things. If there is a security issue that requires dogs to be brought into the
building, he, above all others, ought to take it seriously. You ought to make that clear to every member, in
particular the Premier.
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Mr SPEAKER: Order! | thank the honourable member for Epping for his comments, even though
there is no point of order.

Mr BOB CARR: | take security very seriously. | am concerned about the security of the honourable
member for Cronulla, the honourable member for The Hills, the honourable member for Baulkham Hills and the
Hon. John Ryan, MLC, who are all threatened as to their preselection by this shocking attack on them.

Mr Andrew Stoner: Point of order: My point of order is relevance. This is a very serious matter. The
Premier is attempting to make a joke of a question about his misleading the House, giving the wrong
information about a man who had not been asked to release the information, and ignoring the needs of a
chronically ill man in Macksville. Answer the question, you clown!

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of The Nationals will cease making derogatory remarks in the
Chamber. | am sure the Premier has concluded his opening remarks.

Mr BOB CARR: Taking that point about the honourable member for Cronulla, who I think is looking
very sick in the Chamber—

Mr John Brogden: Point of order: The Leader of The Nationals has asked a very important question.
If the Premier thinks it is a joke, it displays his callous nature more than anything else. We want an answer from
the Premier, not a clown show.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has the call.

Mr BOB CARR: My attention has been drawn to a statement by the honourable member for Cronulla
published in the most recent issue of the St George and Sutherland Shire Leader in which he said he will fight to
save his preselection against the onslaught of branch stacking. But what | object to is that he quotes me as
saying in the Parliament that he is a champion parliamentarian! That is his biggest claim to being given
preselection! | stand by the advice | shared with the House on the last occasion | addressed this issue.

[Interruption]

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Chair will not tolerate such calling out in future. | ask the Premier to
return to the leave of the question, and | ask all members to observe the rules of the House. The Premier has
indicated he has concluded his answer.

DRUG SEIZURES AND ARRESTS

Mrs KARYN PALUZZANO: My question without notice is addressed to the Minister for Police.
What is the latest information on drug seizures and arrests in New South Wales?

Mr SPEAKER: Order! I call the honourable member for Upper Hunter to order.

Mr CARL SCULLY: We are all aware drugs are a devastating curse on our society. Drug addiction
leads to crime and, unfortunately, in many cases it can lead to death. That is why we all support our police in
their fight against the scourge of drugs. | want to report to the House about last year's tremendous efforts by
NSW Police in fighting against drugs and the crimes associated with them. In 2004 NSW Police seized 5.7
tonnes of cannabis, more than 50,000 cannabis plants, 380 kilograms of ecstasy, 24 kilograms of amphetamines,
10 kilograms of cocaine, and just five kilograms of heroin, reflecting the heroin drought under way in Sydney
since late 2000. NSW Police made more than 12,000 drug-related arrests last year and smashed many drug-
manufacturing operations.

Fifty-three clandestine laboratories were located and shut down—that is just over one a week. These
laboratories can be used for simple processes such as extracting cannabis oil from plants, or more complex
procedures involving several chemicals and a range of equipment to make speed and ecstasy. As | have said on
other occasions in this House, the other area in which police are making serious inroads is the production of
hydroponic cannabis in suburban homes. In 2003 only seven hydroponic houses were detected. Last year that
number jumped to 77. In 2004 police seized more than 11,000 cannabis plants and 71.6 kilograms of cut
cannabis leaf from hydro houses. Those drugs would have been worth more than $38 million on the street.
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Other drug investigations conducted by the State Crime Command and local area commands resulted in
the seizure of more than 41,000 cannabis plants and almost four tonnes of cannabis leaf. These operations netted
a cannabis haul worth an estimated $83 million on the street. Police arrested 66 people as part of these
investigations. Success has also been achieved with the Cannabis Eradication Program, which has led to the
arrest of 13 people, and the seizure and eradication of some 12,000 plants with an estimated street value of more
than $20 million. Another drug police have targeted is ecstasy. Ecstasy is attractive to young people, who take it
for its mood-altering effects or the alleged attainment of euphoric feelings. Unfortunately, however, the drug has
side-effects. | am not sure to what extent young people know about those side-effects, but they can be quite
serious. That is why we should all support police in endeavouring to find out where ecstasy use is occurring and
seizing it where it is being produced. Last year 340 kilograms of ecstasy was seized at Sydney Airport, worth an
estimated $68 million on the street.

Another problem is pseudoephedrine. As members may be aware, many pseudo-runners are employed
by illegal drug manufacturers to purchase cold and flu tablets. The pseudoephedrine in those tablets is then used
to produce amphetamines. Police have been quite successful in dealing with this problem. In fact, last year more
than 66,000 pseudoephedrine-based cold and flu tablets were seized and 63 pseudo-runners were arrested.
Police have been working well with the pharmacy community in addressing this issue. The Government has
given police powers to deal with drugs, and to attack and weed out offending drug manufacturers. The
Disorderly Houses Amendment (Commercial Supply of Prohibited Drugs) Act 2002, the Police Powers (Drug
Premises) Act 2001, and the Police Powers (Drug Detection Dogs) Act 2001 are examples of the Government
being fair dinkum about dealing with drugs in our community. On behalf of us all, | congratulate NSW Police
on a job well done.

PSYCHIATRIC PATIENT TRANSFER

Mr JOHN BROGDEN: My question without notice is directed to the Premier. Why does the Premier
continue to ignore people with mental illness, including a 78-year-old Brigidine nun suffering from severe
psychosis and dementia who was denied an ambulance transfer to the Prince of Wales Hospital because
Maroubra police did not have the resources necessary to escort the ambulance?

Mr BOB CARR: Police numbers at Maroubra have been vastly increased, as they have been in every
command, since this Government has been in office.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable member for Willoughby to order.

Mr BOB CARR: The Coalition when last in government closed, from memory, 780 mental health
beds. That is the record!

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition will resume his seat. The Premier has the call. |
call the honourable member for Willoughby to order for the second time.

Mr BOB CARR: | am advised that at 9.30 a.m. on 18 March 2005 the Sydney Operations Centre
received a call from St Joseph's Nursing Home for a routine, non-emergency psychiatric patient transport to
Prince of Wales Hospital Euroa Centre.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for Willoughby will come to order.

Mr BOB CARR: | am advised that the Sydney Operations Centre informed the nursing home that
ambulance protocol required a police escort to accompany the patient while being transported by ambulance. |
am further advised that ambulance officers arrived at 3.04 p.m. and were advised that the patient had already
been transported to Prince of Wales Hospital by alternative means. | am advised that the ambulance service was
not advised by the nursing home prior to arriving that the patient had already been transported—

[Interruption]

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition will come to order.
Mr BOB CARR: That is totally pathetic. What juvenile interjections!

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition has asked a question of the Premier. The House
has every right to expect that the Leader of the Opposition will listen to the Premier's reply.
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[Interruption]
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition will listen to the Premier in silence.

Mr BOB CARR: As | said, | am advised that ambulance officers arrived and were advised that the
patient had already been transported to Prince of Wales Hospital by alternative means. The ambulance service
advises that they were not advised by the nursing home prior to arriving that the patient had already been
transported by nursing home staff. New South Wales Ambulance Service divisional manager Ken Pritchard
advises that this was a case where the ambulance and police services should have worked better together to
ensure a smooth transfer. | regret, as they regret, any inconvenience caused to the Sisters at St Joseph's and any
undue distress this has caused.

MENTAL HEALTH PATIENTS SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION

Ms NOREEN HAY': My question without notice is directed to the Minister for Health. What is the
latest information on community accommodation for mental health patients?

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for Willoughby will cease interjecting or she will find
herself on three calls to order.

Mr MORRIS IEMMA: | am pleased to provide that information to the honourable member for
Wollongong and to the House. Last month the Government released its plans for more beds, more staff and
more services for people with mental illness. Today | am pleased to provide information to the House on the
next phase of the Government's plans to improve mental health services across New South Wales. This next
phase involves a unique partnership between our health care professionals, the Department of Housing and
community organisations; it is a plan called the Housing Accommodation and Support Initiative, or HASI as it
is known in the non-government sector.

The plan involves $13.8 million over the next three years for 460 supported accommodation places to
enable people to remain living in public and social housing with support. The plan targets those who are
assessed as being at risk of losing their tenancy because of a lack of support to enable them to continue living
independently. Those participating in the plan will receive the support of the three agencies involved in this
unique partnership. Our dedicated mental health professionals will provide the health care for those receiving
the places. The Department of Housing will provide the accommodation and non-government organisations—
community sector organisations such as Mission Australia—will provide the non-health care support to enable
participants in the program to remain living independently but with support in the community.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for Willoughby will cease interjecting.

Mr MORRIS IEMMA: The key objective of this program is to enable 460 tenants with a mental
illness to continue living in supported accommodation in the community, to receive health care support from
health care professionals in the mental health area and to receive non-clinical, non-health care support from a
whole range of worthy, dedicated and valuable community organisations so that they can live independently in
the community.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable member for North Shore to order.

Mr MORRIS IEMMA: The plan will make a real difference to community mental health services and
to the support that those participating in this program will receive. I am pleased to inform the House of the
successful tenderers for the 460 places: Mission Australia; the Psychiatric Rehabilitation Association; Neami, a
Victorian-based organisation that is delivering great outcomes in the area of community mental health;
Aftercare; Parramatta Mission; and New Horizons.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for Willoughby will stop calling out.

Mr MORRIS IEMMA: Stage two of this plan will be implemented across all area health services,
reaching out to metropolitan and regional New South Wales. For example, | advise the House that 40 people
with mental illness will be assisted in Greater Southern Area Health Service, including Queanbeyan, Young,
Goulburn, Griffith and Albury; an additional 40 people in Greater Western Area Health Service, including the
communities of Dubbo, Mudgee, Broken Hill, Walgett and Wentworth; an additional 50 people in Hunter and
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New England; 40 people in the North Coast, 60 people in northern Sydney and the Central Coast, 65 people in
south-eastern Sydney and the Illawarra, 80 people in Sydney South West Area Health Service; and 85 people in
Sydney West Area Health Service.

This is part of the Government's plan to increase the services and care for those suffering mental
illness, targeting the community sector and providing valuable support to enable people to continue living
independently in the community. This is a successful partnership and phase two of what is proving to be a
successful plan. | can also inform the honourable member for Wollongong and the House of the results of the
first phase of this plan. The first phase of the HASI plan had support for 118 places and it has been very
successful in avoiding hospital readmission for those living in public and social housing. Today's announcement
is phase two, and | look forward to coming back to the House and reporting on further phases of this very
worthwhile plan.

MINISTER FOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND PLANNING, AND MINISTER FOR NATURAL
RESOURCES DRINK-DRIVING CHARGE

Mr BARRY O'FARRELL.: My question without notice is directed to the Minister for Infrastructure,
Planning and Natural Resources. Does the Minister stand by his Saturday public statement that he told police he
"had somewhere in the order of three glasses of wine" between 7.00 p.m. and 9.00 p.m. on Friday night, even
though three hours later the Minister recorded a mid-range blood alcohol reading of 0.085?

Mr CRAIG KNOWLES: As | said on Saturday, | acknowledge my mistake. My behaviour was
wrong. | accept the consequences of my actions, and they will be determined by the court.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT FOR SPECIAL EVENTS

Ms VIRGINIA JUDGE: My question without notice is directed to the Minister for Transport. What is
the latest information on public transport and special events in New South Wales?

Mr JOHN WATKINS: Members will recall the overwhelming efforts of the people of New South
Wales during the Sydney Olympics. The fact that public transport worked so well was one of the reasons why
the Sydney Olympics have been called the best games ever. | am pleased to advise the House that Sydney has
just recorded its busiest weekend since the 2000 Olympics, with record passenger movements throughout the
Easter long weekend. Public transport services to the Easter show, the Easter racing carnival, a Soccer
International game and three National Rugby League matches all enjoyed massive public transport patronage.

The records began to break on Good Friday at the Royal Easter Show; it had its biggest single public
transport day since the 2000 games. More than 114,000 people took public transport to the Royal Easter Show
on Good Friday alone. More than three quarters of the total number of visitors to the show on that day travelled
by public transport. The support for our bus, train and ferry services was also reflected across Sydney at Moore
Park and Randwick. Over the Easter long weekend more than 355,000 people travelled to the show and to
soccer and football matches by train and bus. That is, 70 per cent of the total crowd numbers, or 7 in 10 people
visiting the show or sporting events used the public transport system. An overwhelming number of the 70,000
punters who went to the Randwick races took advantage of the free shuttle buses to and from the course for the
Easter racing carnival. It was an outstanding result and public transport really delivered for the people of Sydney
over the Easter long weekend.

The Treasurer has advised me that the Royal Easter Show attracted more than one million people this
year and helped to inject $460 million into our economy. Public transport is the best option for people travelling
to these major events. It is convenient, it is excellent value for money, it cuts down traffic congestion and it
allows people to get home quickly and efficiently. Patrons of the Royal Easter Show also enjoyed the extra
benefit of integrated ticketing through Showlink, a combined entry and transport option. In previous years the
bus ticket for the show alone cost about $10. Now all transport to and from the Olympic precinct for the show is
included in the integrated ticket, which costs about $5 for the public transport option. The inclusion of the
transport component into the ticket works; the figures do not lie. In 2003 at the Australia versus Wales Rugby
Test held at Homebush Bay only 45 per cent of the crowd used public transport. Now, with the creation of
integrated tickets, up to 75 per cent of crowds use public transport.

I thank and congratulate the travelling public in New South Wales on using public transport. In
particular, | take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the public transport workers who gave up their time
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on the Easter long weekend to serve the hundreds of thousands of patrons who used those public transport
services. We express our appreciation to the train drivers, the bus drivers, the ticket sellers, the signallers and
others in our public transport areas. These people delivered a remarkably successful public transport experience
this Easter, and will be involved in future events. This success serves to reinforce the Government's commitment
to further enhance public transport to deliver a safer and more reliable bus, train and ferry network.

CAMPBELL HOSPITAL, CORAKI

Mr STEVE CANSDELL: My question without notice is to the Minister for Health. Will the Minister
immediately rule out closure of the 14 in-patient beds at Coraki's Campbell Hospital, given that it serves mainly
pensioners who have no transport, and that its closure will result in the withdrawal of essential medical services
to the North Coast?

Mr MORRIS IEMMA: | can advise the House that a 12-week consultation process is currently under
way in respect of changing the mix of services provided at Coraki. The proposed changes to services in this
region include the replacement of the acute beds at Campbell Hospital with a $2.3 million investment to provide
a broader and more appropriate range of health services. A mid Richmond health services advisory committee is
being established to consider the proposed changes to Campbell Hospital and provide advice to the North Coast
Area Health Service. The committee will be chaired by Mr Crawford, the chief executive, and will consist of 22
members, 11 of whom will be community representatives from the Richmond Valley.

Under the proposal that is being considered, an additional 3.5 full-time community and allied health
employees would be appointed to the new integrated health clinic at Coraki and a new Aboriginal health post
would be established at Box Ridge, with a full-time Aboriginal health worker. The proposal also includes an
additional six acute beds at Casino Hospital for seven months of the year and an investment of $50,000 in non-
emergency health-related transport to ensure access to higher-level care for residents of the Coraki district.
Under the proposal Lismore Base Hospital emergency department would receive an additional $200,000 for
nursing and medical staffing and $600,000 would be invested in additional surgery, including joint replacement,
at that hospital. The community committee will report back to the chief executive of the North Coast Area
Health Service.

WATER CONSERVATION

Mr MATTHEW MORRIS: My question without notice is directed to the Minister for Energy and
Utilities. What is the latest information on the Government's efforts to save and recycle water in Sydney and
save energy across the State?

Mr FRANK SARTOR: | thank the honourable member for Charlestown for his continued interest in
water energy conservation. Honourable members will be familiar with the Metropolitan Water Plan, a strong
and detailed plan that will secure Sydney's water supply. The plan is only part of the $30 billion that will be
spent on infrastructure over the next four years.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of The Nationals will come to order.

Mr FRANK SARTOR: One feature of the Metropolitan Water Plan is the Metropolitan Water
Recycling Plan, which my colleague the Minister for Infrastructure and Planning, and Minister for Natural
Resources will finalise in the middle of the year.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for South Coast will come to order.

Mr FRANK SARTOR: Under this plan it is envisaged that 80 billion litres of water will be recycled
in Sydney's west. About 15 billion litres of water have already been recycled in Sydney as a result of the
programs of the last decade. A plan is in the pipeline to recycle another 14 billion litres of water. That plan
includes the Bluescope proposal, which will bring an additional 7.3 billion litres on stream in the next few
months. | am pleased to inform the House today that recently | had discussions with a number of major
industries that use a lot of water. Those industries included Caltex Oil Refinery. | have set up a working party to
look at ways in which Caltex and Continental Carbon can recycle their water on the Kurnell peninsula, which
would potentially provide up to 2.3 billion litres of water per annum. That working party involves my
department, Sydney Water and private sector users, who will access tertiary treated water from the Cronulla
sewage treatment plant.
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I have set up another working party to deal with the potential reuse of about 12 megalitres a day of
water that will be produced by the plant that Orica is constructing to clean up the Botany Bay ground water
aquifer. That will yield potentially three billion litres of water per annum. Those two initiatives alone will have
the potential to yield up to six billion litres of recycled water per annum, which will be highly suitable for use in
industrial processes. Those members who are not asleep will recall that today | tabled the Sydney Water
operating licence. In the year 2003-04 Sydney Water reduced its water losses by 16 billion litres. | have now
taken the opportunity to renew the licence for another five years and to require Sydney Water to reduce its
losses by a further 25 per cent. This will mean that Sydney Water will be an example of best practice compared
to other water utilities, as articulated in the water licence.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for Wakehurst will come to order.

Mr FRANK SARTOR: The licence also requires Sydney Water to significantly reduce the use of
potable water in its sewerage treatment plants. The Malabar, Bondi and North Head plants must cut the use of
potable water by 80 per cent from the 2003-04 benchmark by mid-2009, and all sewage treatment plants in the
Sydney Water system must use at least 85 per cent recycled water. In addition, | have addressed response times
to major mains breaks, which is another provision of the licence. Sydneysiders have done a terrific job
conserving water. Last week they conserved 16 per cent. It is incumbent upon us to encourage Sydney Water to
do more to help conserve water, which we are doing in light of the terrific community response. In the
Metropolitan Water Plan, the strong and detailed plan to produce the water, there is a component dealing with
water-saving initiatives and creating a water-saving fund.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable member for Wakehurst to order.

Mr FRANK SARTOR: | can inform the House that | will be introducing legislation to provide for a
fund of $30 million per annum over the next four years to promote water conservation and savings initiatives.
That will go side by side with the legislation that will require larger users—it will probably be the top 200 users
initially—to prepare water-saving action plans. Then there will be a fund that they can compete against on a
contestable basis. At least half of that fund is already funded in Sydney Water's revenue; the balance will be
considered by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal dealing with Sydney Water's pricing
submission. So that will create water-saving action plans, and we have a water-saving fund.

The flipside of that, which will also be dealt with in the legislation | will introduce, is to do with energy
across the State. Legislation will be introduced to provide for energy conservation and energy-saving plans for
the major users of electricity across New South Wales. It will generate a fund of $40 million, which will again
provide a contestable pool of resources that will achieve two things. First, it will save energy users $370 million
from this particular five-year program, compared to an investment of less than $200 million in net present value
terms. Second, it will be a major achievement for the environment because we will reduce energy consumption
by 900,000 megawatt hours. The equivalent of 800,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere will be
reduced per annum once this program is completed.

Two-thirds of the energy consumption in this State is by business; the other one-third of energy
consumption is residential. The likely impact on residential consumers will be a mere 0.5 per cent
approximately. Even with this change, where the funds will be obtained from the energy distributors, Sydney's
electricity prices will still be $200 per annum less (for the average Sydney household) than for those in
Melbourne. We are creating a pool for contestable funding to promote energy conservation, greenhouse benefits
and savings which will, overall, benefit the community substantially. This is a responsible thing to do. Some 25
American States which have completed this program achieved savings of at least 2 per cent. There are similar
schemes in Victoria and South Australia. This Government is determined to take sensible measures as part of its
comprehensive plan for the infrastructure of this State. | commend the new initiatives to the House.

Questions without notice concluded.
BRANCH STACKING
Personal Explanation

Mr MALCOLM KERR, by leave: Today the Premier sought to damage my reputation by saying that
I was the subject of a report in the latest issue of the St George and Sutherland Shire Leader.
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Mr Bob Carr: You heard it.

Mr MALCOLM KERR: Yes, | heard it. In response to that interjection, | should say that that had
absolutely nothing to do with the serious question put to the Premier. In fact, the latest edition of the St George
and Sutherland Leader contains no such report. It is time the Premier got a new speech writer or another
newsagent.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Routine of Business: Suspension of Standing and Sessional Orders

Motion by Mr Carl Scully agreed to:

That standing and sessional orders be suspended to provide that:

1) the House at its rising this day do adjourn until Wednesday 6 April 2005 at 10.00 a.m.;
) at the conclusion of private members' statements the House shall adjourn without motion;
?3) on Wednesday 6 April 2005 at 7:30 p.m.:

(@) a motion of condolence be moved for the death of the Australian Defence Force personnel killed in the
helicopter crash at Nias Island in Indonesia, followed by a motion of condolence for the death of Pope John
Paul 11, to take precedence of all business for the remainder of the sitting;

(b) no divisions or quorums to be called for the remainder of the sitting; and

(©) at the conclusion of the consideration of the condolence motions, as a mark of respect, the House adjourn
without motion until Thursday 7 April 2005 at 10.00 a.m.

CONSIDERATION OF URGENT MOTIONS
Citrus Industry

Mr PETER BLACK (Murray-Darling) [3.25 p.m.]: This matter is urgent because the citrus industry is
worth $140 million to New South Wales. This matter is urgent because the New South Wales citrus industry
employs more than 3,000 people. This matter is urgent because it affects not only the seat of Murrumbidgee but
also the seat of Murray-Darling. The three major growing areas of citrus in Australia are Riverland, Sunraysia
and the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area [MIA]. The fact is that one-half of those growing areas—that is half of
Sunraysia and the MIA—Ilie within New South Wales. This matter is urgent because the Federal Government
has refused to rule out action against the intention of Florida Oranges to bring into Australia and, indeed, New
South Wales the citrus canker disease.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is far too much audible conversation in the Chamber.

Mr PETER BLACK: This matter is urgent because citrus canker has the ability to wipe out our citrus
export industry. This matter is urgent because once again the National Party has failed, and failed miserably, to
stand up for its former constituent base, demonstrating its disinterest in defending the orange industry and the
citrus industry generally against American imports of material with infections. This matter is urgent because last
year we saw an outbreak of citrus canker in Queensland, which sent great waves of dread through the New
South Wales citrus industry. Yet we found that the honourable member for Murrumbidgee did nothing about it.

This matter is urgent because Labor members are interested in standing up for primary producers and
for a great industry that has produced many, many dollars for New South Wales. Finally, this matter is urgent
because last year Auscitrus approached me with the proposition that it relocate its facilities from Gosford to
somewhere else in New South Wales. This matter is urgent because last week we announced a deal with
Auscitrus to re-establish its research and development for budwood and seed from Gosford to Buronga in
Murray-Darling. The project announced last week will be carried out by private treaty. This matter is urgent
because we want to see orange research remain in New South Wales, not go to another State, and it can only do
so in the long term if we force The Nationals at the Federal level to stand up for the citrus industry in New
South Wales.
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Drink-driving Laws

Mr BARRY O'FARRELL (Ku-ring-gai—Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.28 p.m.]: The motion
of which I have given notice states:

This House supports drink-driving laws in New South Wales.

In four days' time public schools in New South Wales break up for the holidays at the end of the first term. As
many people know, that is a time for many families, including schoolchildren, to go on leave. We also know that
nearly 30 per cent of fatal crashes across New South Wales involve a driver with an illegal level of alcohol. We
are told by area health services and other authorities that drivers with a level of.05 or more are double the crash
risk. We know the seriousness of this because the Road Transport (Safety and Traffic Management) Act 1999
sets out in an addendum a table that not only refers to the consumption of alcohol—the three standard glasses in
the first hour and one each hour to stay within the limit—>but also sets out the elimination time for the removal
of alcohol from the body in hours and minutes. For instance, according to the statutory table attached to the
legislation, it would take three hours and 24 minutes for one's blood alcohol level to go down from 0.090
to 0.045.

This matter is urgent because this House has a proud record of standing up against drink driving. It is
urgent because this House has a proud record, through the Staysafe committee, of introducing random breath
testing in the State. This matter is urgent because three hours versus an alleged claim of three drinks simply does
not stack up. Under the Act the Minister for Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources could not have had
the number of drinks he claims he had and three hours later have recorded that blood alcohol reading.

Mr Richard Amery: Point of order: Perhaps some guidance should be given to the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition. He is now talking about a specific member of Parliament, a specific incident and a specific
charge, which is now before the courts. | believe it is against the sub judice rule for the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition to canvass evidence that will be before the court in the weeks ahead.

Mr BARRY O'FARRELL.: To the point of order—

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | caution the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to keep his comments general,
rather than make specific references.

Mr BARRY O'FARRELL: | point out by way of elucidation in my own time that the sub judice rule
never applied in cases that do not involve a jury. This case does not involve a jury.

Mr SPEAKER: That is not so.

Mr BARRY O'FARRELL.: | am simply responding to the honourable member, but | am happy to go
on.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | caution the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that the statement he has made
to the House is incorrect.

Mr BARRY O'FARRELL: | know I am on the wrong side of the House to make incorrect statements
during question time, but there have been successive rulings about sub judice in trials that involve juries and sub
judice in trials that involve magistrates and judges. But | am prepared to move on and raise the general issue.
The reason we need to urgently debate this matter is that there is a huge conflict between the Road Transport
(Safety and Traffic Management) Act and the table involving the elimination of alcohol from one's bloodstream
or body and claims made on the weekend about the number of drinks had and the result of a blood alcohol test
in this State. It is of importance to this House that the veracity of the Minister be questioned. The Minister needs
to answer the questions.

Mr Alan Ashton: Point of order: Mr Speaker, you have already ruled on this following the point of
order taken by the honourable member for Mount Druitt. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has now
mentioned a Minister in this Government, who has just answered a question from the Opposition about this
matter. If the honourable member is going to attack a Minister he should do it by way of substantive motion.

Mr Donald Page: That is what this is.
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Mr Alan Ashton: No, it is an urgency motion. You have already ruled, Mr Speaker, that any matter
that might prejudice a decision of any court should not be discussed in Parliament. There is a presumption of
innocence, and that applies to everybody.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | have heard enough on this matter. Again | caution the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition to keep his references general.

Mr BARRY O'FARRELL: To illustrate the point, if | had three drinks between 7.00 p.m. and
9.00 p.m. and drove to a restaurant at 10.30, | would not have had a reading of 0.085. The claim is that the
Minister drove to the restaurant in the highly moderate range of blood alcohol limits. [Time expired.]

Question—That the motion for urgent consideration of the honourable member for Murray-
Darling be proceeded with—agreed to.

CITRUS INDUSTRY

Mr PETER BLACK (Murray-Darling) [3.34 p.m.]: | move:

That this House supports the New South Wales citrus industry, which is worth more than $140 million at the farm gate, and
supports the more than 3,000 jobs associated with the sector.

New South Wales has 12,000 hectares of orange trees in traditional citrus-growing regions such as the Riverina,
the Murray, the Central Coast and the Sydney basin. These areas produce 275,000 tonnes of fruit per year, or
almost half of Australia's citrus product. Australia's largest juice company, Berri, has one of its major processing
plants based in the heart of the New South Wales citrus territory. Berri's Leeton facility employs 130 people.
The Leeton plant processes 70,000 tonnes of fruit annually, accounting for 60 per cent of Berri's total citrus
juice processing, which underscores the deafening silence of the honourable member for Murrumbidgee, who
has done nothing to protect these jobs. | acknowledge the presence in the House of the honourable member for
Lachlan, who has a deep and abiding interest in matters agricultural. On 5 July last year | received an email
from Auscitrus, which read:

Thank you for agreeing to meet with Auscitrus Directors at Wentworth about 11 am on Monday 12th July ...
the proposed closure of the Gosford NCGH Research Station of NSW Agriculture has been announced by the Minister for
Primary Industries, the Hon. lan Macdonald.

Under a Deed of Licence between Auscitrus and NSW Agriculture, signed on 1st August, 2001, to operate for a period of 10
years, "NSW Agriculture agrees to undertake and maintain citrus plantings at Gosford NCGH ... and to provide propagation
material from such citrus planting to the Licensee (Auscitrus) for the term of this Deed".

The closure of Gosford Research Station (Somersby and Narara sections) will severely affect Auscitrus' operations and the
supply of rootstock seed to the Australian citrus industry. In particular it will threaten the proposed 1400 ha juicing orange
plantings in NW NSW—

The honourable member for Lachlan would know that many of these plantings were proposed for Bourke.
Cotton is being produced uneconomically. We are looking for alternative uses of that water, and the operation of
Auscitrus is important, particularly to organisations such as Clyde Industries, to give an alternative to the
operation. The email continued:

... and others proposed for the Riverina. 79% of Auscitrus seed of P. trifoliata (the principal rootstock which will be used in
these developments) and 45% of all citrus rootstock seed sold by Auscitrus, comes from Gosford.

The meeting referred to was held in Sunraysia, and | am pleased to report that following that meeting I advised
the Minister for Primary Industries that | had met with Messrs Mike Arnold, the president, Michael Keenan, a
director, and Tim Herrmann, the operations manager of Auscitrus, in Wentworth. | reported that Auscitrus was
anxious to secure two blocks of land located on River Road, Dareton, for the purpose of relocating its citrus
seedstock, budwood and rootstock operations from its current Department of Agriculture location in Gosford.
This is great news. The land concerned is currently vested in the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and
Natural Resources and was, until 1995, occupied by the CSIRO. Both blocks, one approximately 20 hectares
and the other approximately 16 hectares, contain land suitable for citrus propagation as well as marginal land.

In order to relocate efficaciously, a lead time of five years is required: in other words, four years at
Dareton to grow citrus to a reproductive capacity and a further five years at Gosford to ensure continuity of
production. Auscitrus is a most important growers association that intends to produce seed stock, with its
proposed 1,400 hectare juicing orange pl