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22 MAY 2006
(Paper No. 1)

M7 ACCIDENTS—Mr Richard Amery asked the Minister for Water Ultilities, Minister for Small
Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the Minister
for Roads—

(1) For the three-month period ending 31 March 2006, how many accidents have been recorded on the
M7 Motorway?

(2) What action is being taken to monitor and suppress breaches of the motor traffic laws on the road?

(3) How many persons have been reported for breaches of the traffic laws in the period mentioned
above?

(4) For what offences have these motorists been reported?

Answer—

I am advised:

The information requested is subject to confirmation by the NSW Police.

Breaches of motor traffic laws are matters for the Minister for Police.

WATER TANKS—Mr Richard Amery asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister for Small
Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the [llawarra—

(1) Is Sydney Water monitoring the number of water tanks being installed in properties within the
Sydney Basin?

(2) If so, what is the number of tanks installed over the past five years and what is the capacity of water
stored in private water tanks in the Sydney Basin?

Answer—

(1) and (2) I am advised as at 31 May 2006, Sydney Water has paid 23,773 rainwater tank rebates since
the Rainwater Tank Rebate Program commenced in 2002. Sydney Water has noted savings of an
estimated 915 million litres of water per year as a result of the program.

MOUNT DRUITT COURT HOUSE—MTr Richard Amery asked the Attorney General, Minister for the
Environment, and Minister for the Arts—

(1) What will be the total number of employees located at the new Courthouse at Mount Druitt?
(2) Of these staff, how many will be:

(a) Corrective Service Officers?

(b) Officers of the Sheriff's Office?

(c¢) New South Wales Police Officers?

(d) Staff of the Attorney General's Department?

(e) Other staft?

Answer—

A total of eighteen positions within the Attorney General's Department are based at Mount Druitt
courthouse.

This includes four Sheriff Officers, a Community Justice Centre officer and a Project Officer, Circle
Sentencing.Staff from the NSW Legal Aid Commission and mediators will utilise the court's facilities as
required on a case-by-case basis.

The actual number of Corrective Services officers and Police officers located at the court are matters for
the Minister for Justice and the Minister for Police.

DIRECTIONS FROM ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS TRIBUNAL—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the
Attorney General, Minister for the Environment, and Minister for the Arts—

(1) Does the Attorney General's Department follow up and check that decisions or directions of the
Administrative Decisions Tribunal are acted upon or followed through?
(2) Ifnot, why not and does any agency undertake this role?

Answer—

It is not appropriate that the Attorney General's Department follow up on the decisions or directions of an
independent tribunal or court.
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Depending on the circumstances of a case, parties may have the option of applying to the Supreme Court
for a prerogative order. If a government agency fails to comply with an order of the Tribunal, a complaint
may be made to the Ombudsman if the agency falls within the Ombudsman's jurisdiction.

TRAU V MINISTER FOR POLICE 2003—MTr Barry O'Farrell asked the Minister for Police—

In reference to NSWADTAP 8 (Trau v Minister for Police 2003) has NSW Police undertaken the
enquiries outlined in paragraph 22 of the determination?

Answer—

NSW Police has advised me that the Judicial Member's comments referred to in the Honourable
Member's question, following the dismissal of Dr Trau's appeal to the Administrative Decisions Tribunal,
did not constitute an order or direction for NSW Police to take any further action and none was deemed
necessary.

INFRINGEMENT NOTICES—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for
Transport—

In relation to the State Transit Revenue Protection Unit:

(1) Since 1 July 2005, how many infringement notices for fare evasion have been disputed in court?

(2) What is the total monetary value of these infringement notices?

(3) Since 1 July 2005, how many cases of disputed infringement notices for fare evasion have State
Transit lost in court?

(4) Since 1 July 2005, what has been the total cost awarded against State Transit for the cases lost?

(5) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, how many infringement notices for fare
evasion were disputed in court?

(6) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, what was the total monetary value of these
infringement notices?

(7) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, how many cases of disputed infringement
notices for fare evasion did State Transit lose in court?

(8) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, what was the total cost awarded against State
Transit for the cases lost?

Answer—

I am advised:

(1) Since 1 July 2005 21 infringement notices have been disputed in court.

(2) The total monetary value of the infringement notices is $2,100.

(3) and (4) None.

(5) Between the period 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005 30 infringement notices were disputed in court.

(6) The total monetary value of the infringement notices was $3,000.

(7) and (8) None.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS—Mrs Judy Hopwood asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister for Small

Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the Minister
for Roads—

(1) What is the anticipated date for the actual installation of traffic lights at the intersection of Old
Northern and Hastings Roads, Castle Hill?

(2) When will New Line Road be improved to two lanes each way up to Sebastian Drive (westerly
section)?

Answer—
I am advised:

The Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) is developing concept design plans and preparing an estimate of
cost for the installation of traffic signals at the intersection of Old Northern and Hastings Roads.

The RTA carried out a study to assess the future needs of New Line Road, from Purchase Road,
Cherrybrook to Quarry Road, Dural. The proposed road widening will be considered for inclusion in a
future program of works.

SAFTE PROGRAM CRITERIA—Mrs Judy Hopwood asked the Minister for Education and Training
representing the Minister for Health—
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(1) After the six week criteria for the SAFTE program for our elderly, what happens if a longer period is
required?

(2) What is the situation if another, added, six week period is required immediately following the first?

(3) Is the person eligible?

Answer—
The Minister for Health has provided the following advice from NSW Health:

(1) The aim of the SAFTE Care Program is, within the first six weeks of intervention, to address urgent
patient care issues while at the same time identifying long-term needs including the establishment of
access to long-term sustainable support services for patients. In some cases patients have required an
additional one-two weeks of service and these patients have been maintained on the SAFTE Care
Program to ensure the best possible outcome.

(2) and (3) If on completion of the first six-week period of the SAFTE Care Program, a patient's needs
are ongoing, the patient is linked into continuing non-acute type services such as Aged Care
Assessment Teams (ACAT) and Community Options Case Management Services. However, if a new
issue arises and the patient is at risk of an imminent presentation to hospital, a re-referral may occur.

GALSTON SUBSTATION—MTrs Judy Hopwood asked the Minister for Energy, Minister for Ports and
Waterways, and Minister Assisting the Treasurer on Business and Economic Regulatory Reform—

(1) What further action is needed to complete the land acquisition at Galston in preparation for the
building of a new substation?
(2) When will these actions be completed?

Answer—
I am advised by EnergyAustralia:

(1) None.
(2) Not applicable.

HERITAGE MOTOR VEHICLES—Mr Richard Amery asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister
for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the
Minister for Roads—

How many Heritage Motor Vehicles were registered during 20057

Answer—

I am advised:

A total of 10,499 heritage vehicles were conditionally registered by the RTA during 2005.

The conditional registration of these vehicles allows limited access to the road network, primarily for
historic vehicle club activities.

QUARANTINED PROPERTIES—Mr Thomas George asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister
for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the [llawarra representing the
Minister for Natural Resources, Minister for Primary Industries, and Minister for Mineral Resources—

(1) How many properties in New South Wales are now quarantined (ticks), irrespective of date of entry?

(2) How many of these properties have been quarantined previously?

(3) Have there been any properties that are in quarantine as a result of cattle which have been through
the spray race at the border?

(4) Are all properties in quarantine being charged for costs?

(5) If not, how many are being charged?

(6) Are all the properties being charged the same costs?

(7) Ifnot, what is the explanation for the variation in charges?

Answer—

I have been provided with the following response by the Minister for Natural Resources, Minister for
Primary Industries, and Minister for Mineral Resources:

(1) 720.
2) 717.
(3) Yes.
(4) No.
(5) 108.
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(6) No.
(7) This is due to a variation in treatment requirements, the treatment regime and the status of the herd.

DAVIDSON INQUIRY AND CCA JUDGEMENT—MTr Andrew Stoner asked the Minister for Police—
In relation to the recent Davidson Inquiry 2003-2004 and the CCA Judgement, August 2005:

(1) What action do you intend to take in relation to those named in the reports as having committed
serious offences?
(2) Ifno action is to be taken, what is the reason?

Answer—

(1) and (2) NSW Police has advised me that this matter is currently under investigation. It would
therefore be inappropriate for me to comment further.

APPROPRIATE SENTENCE—KEMPSEY YOUTH—Mr Andrew Stoner asked the Attorney General,
Minister for the Environment, and Minister for the Arts—

In relation to a 14-year-old Kempsey youth recently charged with aggravated burglary, break and enter
and other matters:

(1) Are you aware the youth was sentenced to a bond on 12 April 2006?

(2) Are you aware the more serious charges pertained to the assault of an elderly woman at a Kempsey
motel in the company of a number of other young offenders?

(3) Is abond an appropriate sentence for such an offence?

(4) If not, what action will you now undertake in relation to this matter?

Answer—

I am advised that a search of court records for 12 April 2006 did not locate any 14 year old sentenced to a
bond at Kempsey or Port Macquarie Children's Court.

I am further advised that as there were no sittings of the Local or District Courts at Port Macquarie on
that date, it is unclear what case the Honourable member refers to.

GAS HEATERS—Mr Andrew Stoner asked the Minister for Education and Training representing the
Minister for Health—

In relation to the health impacts of unflued gas heaters in New South Wales homes:

(1) Has New South Wales Health commissioned any studies on this issue?

(2) Are you aware of Commonwealth Department of Environment and Heritage research on this issue?
(3) In view of the above, do you consider this to be a matter of priority for New South Wales Health?
(4) If so, what action(s) are proposed as a result?

Answer—

The Minister for Health has provided me with the following advice from NSW Health:

(1) No.

(2) Yes.

(3) and (4) NSW Health has taken the following actions to address the issue of pollutant exposures
arising from unflued gas heaters:

* published a fact sheet on the issue that is freely available on the NSW Health website;

* issued annual media releases advising householders of the potential health impacts of unflued gas
heaters and actions they can take to mitigate potential health risks;

* distributed an information brochure through community health centres, Divisions of General
Practice and Asthma NSW to raise community awareness of the latest findings on this issue;

* requested that gas heater manufacturers and retailers implement measures to assist consumers to
reduce the potential health impacts of unflued gas heaters, including through provision of health
information labeling with and/or on new unflued gas heaters;

* advised other NSW agencies, including the gas regulator, of the emerging health information
regarding the impacts of unflued gas heaters; and

* collaborated with health departments from other jurisdictions to develop a national response to
the potential health impacts of unflued gas heaters.

RBT UNITS—Mr Andrew Stoner asked the Minister for Police—

In relation to drink driving and Random Breath Test units, what are the figures for:

(1) How many RBT units currently operate in country New South Wales?
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(2) How many RBT units operated in country New South Wales in 2005?
(3) How many RBT units currently operate in metropolitan areas in New South Wales?
(4) How many units operated in metropolitan areas in New South Wales in 2005?
(5) How many people were tested at RBT units in 2005 in country New South Wales?
(6) How many people were tested at RBT units in 2005 in metropolitan areas in New South Wales?
(7) How many people tested positive to low to mid range Prescribed Concentration of Alcohol (PCA) in
country New South Wales in 2005?
(8) How many people tested positive to low to mid range Prescribed Concentration of Alcohol (PCA) in
metropolitan areas in New South Wales in 2005?
(9) How many people tested positive high range Prescribed Concentration of Alcohol (PCA) in country
New South Wales in 2005?
(10) How many people tested positive high range Prescribed Concentration of Alcohol (PCA) in
metropolitan areas in New South Wales in 2005?
(11) How much money has been spent in this financial year on drink driving advertising in metropolitan
areas of New South Wales?
(12) How much money has been spent in this financial year on drink driving advertising in country New
South Wales?

Answer—
NSW Police has advised me:

(1) 6.

(2) 6.

3) 7.

“ 7.

(5) 1,704,178.

(6) 1,714,030.

(7) 10,165.

(8) 10,337.

(9) 2601.

(10) 1899.

(11) This is a Roads and Traffic Authority responsibility and should be referred to the Minister for
Roads.

(12) See (11) above.

ROADSIDE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE—Mr Andrew Stoner asked the Minister for Water
Utilities, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra
representing the Minister for Roads—

In relation to the New South Wales Roadside Environment Committee (REC):

(1) What level of funding did this committee receive in 200405 and 200506?
(2) What level of funds were expended in 2004057

(3) For what purpose were these funds expended?

(4) What evaluation is undertaken of REC projects and activities?

Answer—
I am advised:

The NSW Roadside Environment Committee is an independent body which involves the cooperation of
Government and community groups to better manage the State's roadside environment.

The RTA contributes $100,000 per annum toward REC activities.

20042005 funds were expended on secretariat services to the REC, research projects and general
administration costs.

The RTA contributes to the setting of the Committee's priorities, is represented at REC meetings and
receives updates on the progress of REC initiatives. The REC also provides the RTA with a report
annually which summarises the REC's activities in the preceding financial year.

GREAT WESTERN HIGHWAY—Mr Andrew Stoner asked the Premier, Minister for State
Development, and Minister for Citizenship—

In relation to the Great Western Highway at Faulconbridge in the Blue Mountains:

(1) Are you aware that there have been numerous serious accidents on that section of road?
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(2) Are you aware that since September 2005 there have been serious accidents on that section of road?

(3) Will you immediately direct the Roads and Traffic Authority to install jersey kerb along this section
of the highway in order to assist in preventing further accidents?

(4) If not, why not?

Answer—

(1) to (4) I am advised by the Minister for Roads that in December 2005 the Roads and Traffic Authority
(RTA) installed safety barriers on the median of the Great Western Highway for approximately 310
metres on the eastern side of Bellevue Road and for approximately 70 metres on the western side of
Bellevue Road.

I am further advised by the Minister for Roads that the RTA will install crash cushions on either side
of the safety barriers on the eastern side of Bellevue Road, to further enhance safety for motorists, in
the second half of 2006.

CROSS CITY TUNNEL—Mr Andrew Stoner asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister for Small
Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the Minister
for Roads—

(1) What is the breakdown, in dollar terms, of the budgeted cost for legal advice sought by the New
South Wales Government regarding the Cross City Tunnel in:
(a) 2002-03?
(b) 2003-04?
(c) 2004-05?
(d) 2005-06?
(2) What is the breakdown, in dollar terms, of the budgeted cost for legal advice sought by the New
South Wales Government regarding the Cross City Tunnel in:
(a) 2002-03?
(b) 2003-04?
(c) 2004-05?
(d) 2005-06?
(3) What firms and representatives, by name, were engaged for legal advice?
(4) Is any money still outstanding on said advice?
(5) What is the amount, in dollar terms, of outstanding money?

Answer—
I am advised:

Details of expenditure on professional services and consultants are reported in the RTA's annual report.

INDEPENDENT TRAFFIC STUDY—Mr Andrew Stoner asked the Minister for Water Utilities,
Minister for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra
representing the Minister for Roads—

(1) Are you aware that the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) has estimated that 70 per cent of traffic on
the Pacific Highway between Wells Crossing and Iluka Road is local?

(2) Are you further aware that there is widespread community concern as to the accuracy of this figure?

(3) Will you establish an independent traffic study in order to verify this figure and to address the
community's concern?

(4) If not, why not?

Answer—

I refer the honourable member to the traffic information provided in the Route Options Development
Report for the Wells Crossing and Illuka Road project.

I am advised that the area has been subject to a number of surveys since 2004 and the traffic study was
reviewed in 2005 by traffic experts.

COMPENSATION CLAIMS—EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR—MTr Andrew Stoner asked the Minister for
Water Utilities, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the
Illawarra representing the Minister for Roads—

(1) How much money, in total, did the 70 resolved compensation claims for damages caused by
construction of the Eastern Distributor on private property cost the Roads and Traffic Authority
(RTA)?
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(2) How many compensation claims for damages caused by the construction of the Cross City Tunnel
have been lodged by local residents?

(3) How many of these have been resolved?

(4) How much, in total, have these compensation claims cost the RTA?

Answer—

I am advised:

The majority of the costs in settling the 70 compensation claims associated with the Eastern Distributor
were borne by the contractor, Leighton Contractors Pty Ltd.

The Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) contributed $66,852.45 to facilitate resolution of the claims.

The Independent Property Assessment Panel has been established in accordance with planning Condition
of Approval 112 to resolve disputes relating to property damage claims connected with the Cross City
Tunnel project.

The Cross City Motorway and its contractor Baulderstone Hornibrook Bilfinger Berger Joint Venture are
responsible for rectification of property damage caused by the construction of the Cross City Tunnel.

NAMBUCCA FARMERS KITCHEN—Mr Andrew Stoner asked the Minister for Water Ultilities,
Minister for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra
representing the Minister for Roads—

In relation to the Roads and Traffic Authority's (RTA) requirement for the Nambucca Farmers Kitchen to
provide a 162 metre long entry lane on the Pacific Highway:

(1) Why have not similar requirements been made of other recent developments on the Highway,
including RTA rest areas at Kundabung, Cooperabung and Cutty Creek and at the Macksville
industrial area access?

(2) Why are truck drivers entering the aforesaid business harassed by RTA staff regarding driving across
a small piece of land between the highway and the business?

(3) Why is the aforementioned business threatened with fines in relation to signage inside this property
boundaries when other businesses are permitted various pieces of signage on or adjacent to the
highway?

Answer—

[ am advised:

The requirements for entry and exit lanes to businesses, rest areas and other amenities along the Pacific
Highway are dependent on a number of factors including the lane configuration of the highway, traffic
levels, speed limits and design guideline requirements in place at the time of approval.

Access to Farmers Kitchen is via a local road which requires drivers to have a B-double permit to use.

The enforcement of conditions relating to signage is a matter for Nambucca Shire Council. One of the
conditions of the Development Application for Farmers Kitchen required no advertising signs to be
displayed along the Pacific Highway without referral to the RTA. The RTA has contacted Council in
order to resolve the matter.

"SOSE ALIVE 2"—Mr Andrew Stoner asked the Minister for Education and Training—

In relation to the Year 7 and 8 textbook "SOSE Alive 2" by Jacaranda Press:

(1) Is this book being used in NSW Government Schools?
(2) Ifso, is it a compulsory part of the curriculum?
(3) Ifitis not a compulsory text, in which NSW Government schools is it being used?

Answer—

(1) to (3) The publication SOSE Alive 2 was written for the Victorian curriculum, not for the NSW
curriculum. In NSW schools select their own resources to meet the requirements of the curriculum.
The book is neither compulsory nor recommended by the NSW Department of Education and
Training. The Department of Education and Training advises that although there is some material in
the book SOSE Alive 2 that could supplement the teaching of a few topics in the NSW curriculum,
the book could not be used as a course of study and therefore would be unsuitable as a textbook.

TRAFFIC VOLUMES—Mr Anthony Roberts asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister for Small
Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the Minister
for Roads—
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(1) With reference to the Base Case Financial Model referred to in the Project Deed for the Lane Cove
Tunnel, are the traffic volumes in attachment A the traffic volumes referred to as the Patronage
forecasts?

(2) If not, what traffic volumes released in Parliament in November 2005 relate to the Patronage
forecasts?

(3) Are the traffic volumes shown in attachment A through to 2037 as modelled by Parsons Brinkerhoft?

Answer—
I am advised:

The patronage forecasts are included in the Lane Cove Tunnel Company's base case financial model
which was tabled in the Parliament in November 2005.

LANE COVE TUNNEL TRAFFIC—Mr Anthony Roberts asked the Minister for Water Ultilities,
Minister for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra
representing the Minister for Roads—

In what year will the sum of traffic from Lane Cove Tunnel and Falcon Street ramps reach 140,000
movements per day based on Roads and Traffic Authority estimates?

Answer—

I refer the honourable member to the Environmental Impact Statement prepared for the Lane Cove
Tunnel Project.

TRAFFIC PROJECTIONS—Mr Anthony Roberts asked the Minister for Water Ultilities, Minister for
Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the
Minister for Roads—

(1) What are the differences in projected traffic movements per day between the "Active Case" and
"RTA Case"?

(2) What are these amounts?

(3) How were they derived?

(4) What is the explanation for the significant difference between these projections?

Answer—
I am advised:

The "Active Case" and the "Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) Case" are set out in the Lane Cove
Tunnel Company's base case financial model which was tabled in the Parliament in November 2005.

HEAVY VEHICLE MOVEMENTS—Mr Anthony Roberts asked the Minister for Water Ultilities,
Minister for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra
representing the Minister for Roads—

(1) What are the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) estimated projections of heavy vehicle movements
through the Lane Cove Tunnel eastbound and westbound for the period 2007 to 2037 inclusive?

(2) What has the RTA based these projections on?

(3) How many of these movements will be by heavy duty diesel vehicles?

Answer—

I refer the honourable member to the Environmental Impact Statement prepared for the Lane Cove
Tunnel project.

YOUNG DRIVER TRAINING—Mr Daryl Maguire asked the Minister for Water Ultilities, Minister for
Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the
Minister for Roads—

(1) Has the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) conducted investigations into the psychological attitude
of young drivers?

(2) Does the current driver training regime address psychological attitude to road safety by young
drivers?

(3) Are you aware of any studies that have been completed worldwide investigating driver attitudes and
available means to educate young drivers through psychological attitude?

(4) How many accidents occur in New South Wales where driver attitude e.g. disregard of one's safety or
the safety of others, can be attributed to the cause of the accident?

(5) Is there a trend in the type of accidents occurring in New South Wales?
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(6) Is New South Wales participating in the federally sponsored driver-training program originally
announced by Federal Minister Anderson?
(7) (a) Has the pilot program begun?

(b) If so, where?

(8) How many schools in New South Wales participate in some form of driver training program? Which
schools, by name?

(9) Has the RTA conducted studies into the ability of young drivers and brain development e.g. ability of
young drivers to become fully mature?

(10) (a) Has the RTA conducted any studies into youth risk taking whilst driving?

(b) Are there any studies worldwide?

(c) Can you provide a precis of these studies?
Answer—
I am advised:

As part of the development of the Driver Qualification Test, the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA)
engaged an independent consultant to research and develop educational material and assessments to
address young driver attitudes.

The Driver Knowledge Test (DKT) and the Driver Qualification Test (DQT) and supporting educational
handbooks address driver attitudes. The current Road User's Handbook includes two new sections about
safe driving and road safety.

Additional to the driver training component of the Graduated Licensing Scheme, the RTA provides all
New South Wales schools with driver education curriculum resources to deliver attitude-based driver
education programs. School-based driver education programs are delivered as part of mandatory Personal
Development, Health and Physical Education curriculum in Years 7-10. These programs address the
attitudes of young drivers and passengers and seek to prepare youth to make responsible decisions as
road users.

The RTA in conjunction with Insurance Australia Group (IAG) engaged an independent consultant to
conduct a review of the relevant work done overseas. This review aligns with the research conducted as
part of the National novice driver programme trial. The RTA is currently working with the Federal
Government and other agencies to conduct a large-scale trial of a "low risk" program focusing on driver
behaviour and hazard perception with provisional drivers.

The major human factors involved in fatal crashes include:

* Speeding (or speed inappropriate for the conditions) - 37% of fatalities
* driver impairment - alcohol - 16% of fatalities

¢ driver impairment fatigue - 19% of fatalities

* restraint non-usage - 16% of occupant fatalities

The number of fatalities from crashes involving a young drivertider (aged under 26 years) has declined
over the past decade. The incidence of young adult speeding involvement has also decreased over the
same period.

The National novice driver programme trial is jointly funded by the RTA, Federal Government, Victorian
Government, the Insurance Australia Group (IAG) and the Royal Automobile Club of Victoria (RACV).
The program's pilot is due to begin late in 2006.

The focus of New South Wales schools is on the delivery of attitude-based driver education as part of the
mandatory Personal Development, Health and Physical Education curriculum for Years 7-10. Where
schools elect to provide (behind-the-wheel driver training) this is provided as part of school-based
programs.

In 2000, the RTA engaged an independent consultant to explore the issue of adolescence and road use
behaviour. The RTA also engaged an independent consultant to examine this issue in the development of
the Driver Qualification Test (DQT).

In 1999, the RTA engaged independent research companies to undertake focus group studies with young
people concerning risk taking. In 2001, an independent consultant also prepared a summary paper of the
five research studies particularly related to youth risk taking and road safety in New South Wales. The
research report was prepared and was entitled Summary of focus group studies on young drivers
Research report RR101.

In November 2004, the RTA released a paper Improving safety for young drivers. This publication listed
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over 23 research papers related to young driver behaviour.

The RTA regularly monitors research studies concerning a range of young drivers issues.

COUNCILS AND LEPS—Mr Daryl Maguire asked the Minister for Planning, Minister for Redfern
Waterloo, Minister for Science and Medical Research, and Minister Assisting the Minister for Health
(Cancer)—

(1) How many councils have been asked to determine new Local Enironmental Plans (LEPs)?

(2) How many councils have completed new LEPs and submitted them for approval?

(3) How many new plans have been approved to date?

(4) Have any developments been delayed because new LEPs have not been signed?

(5) Which councils, by name, have had their plans approved?

(6) How long do councils have to submit plans?

(7) When will all plans currently with the Minister be approved?

(8) Which councils, by name, are waiting for plans already lodged with the Minister's office to be
signed?

Answer—

(1) All councils have been requested to prepare new local environmental plans (LEPs) for the whole of
their local government areas based on the Standard Instrument gazetted on 31 March 2006.

(2) None.

(3) None.

(4) No.

(5) None.

(6) Timeframes for the preparation and submission of new standard local environmental plans have been
agreed with councils. Councils will prepare their new LEPs within two, three or five years of the
gazettal of the Standard Instrument (Local Environmental Plans) Order 2006, depending on the
agreement reached.

(7) and (8) No new standard LEPs have yet been submitted for my approval. A number of draft LEPs
which amend existing instruments continue to be submitted for my consideration. I am not able to
say when, or indeed whether, I will approve matters I have yet to consider.

GOVERNMENT REGISTRATION FEES—Mr Daryl Maguire asked the Minister for Water Ultilities,
Minister for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra
representing the Minister for Roads—

(1) What is the total number of motor vehicles registered in NSW from all Government departments and
agencies?

(2) Do all Government departments pay registration fees?

(3) (a) If Government departments are required to pay registration fees, are there different
categoriesamounts charged to register motor vehicles from different departments?
(b) If so, how much?

(4) How many motor vehicles in NSW are registered at a minimum government rate but are operated
under a reverse novated lease/salary sacrifice scheme?

(5) Are Government Departments required to pay stamp duty on registration costs for initial purchase of
motor vehicles?

Answer—
I am advised:

As at 31 March 2006, there were 36,837 motor vehicles registered to NSW Government departments and
agencies.

Government departments are required to pay standard registration fees which do not vary across
departments.

There is no form of 'minimum government rate' for the registration of government vehicles in NSW.
Individual government departments and agencies determine if they will operate vehicles under a leasing
scheme.

The Roads and Traffic Authority collects stamp duty on behalf of the Office of State Revenue which sets
the policy for stamp duty exemptions.
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*0031 SALARY SACRIFICE—Mr Daryl Maguire asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport
representing the Minister for Commerce, Minister for Finance, Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister
for Ageing, Minister for Disability Services, and Vice President of the Executive Council—

(1)
2
3)

“4)
)

(©)
(7)
®)
©)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)

(15)
(16)

(17)

(18)
(19)
(20)

How many Government Departments have salary sacrifice available, which enables staff to purchase
motor vehicles for private use?

Under the agreements what pricing does the staff member receive, ie national fleet 1.10 10.100 etc or
Government fleet?

Do all Departments operate the novated lease system for staff?

Is it Government policy that Government Departments use novated lease arrangements?

(a) Do any Departments use the reverse novated lease system?

(b) If so, which Departments, by name?

What benefit does a reverse novated lease provide to employees of Government Departments?

Do employees benefit through access to Government Fleet pricing of motor vehicles?

Do all transactions and leases pay stamp duty including novated leases?

When a reverse novated lease operates and the employee leaves the Department, who owns the car?
Who carries the insurance for a reverse novated lease car?
Does this insurance take into account under 21 years of age drivers as most leased cars are for
private use?
Do some Departments encourage reverse novated leases and is this Government Policy?
Why do staff from one Government Department have access to Government fleet pricing and
benefit from reduced purchase and tax costs eg no stamp duty, and staff employed by another
Department have no access to such benefits?
Do Parliamentary staff have the same access to fleet pricing as some employees in other
Departments have?
Do you have an official Government position policy on novated and reverse novated leases?
Is it policy that motor vehicles purchased on reverse novated lease are purchased from one
particular dealer in a region, although the same fleet pricing exists at all dealers in NSW?
Why would some purchasing officers insist that a particular dealer be used for the purchase of
Government fleet cars even when the dealer is hundreds of kilometres from the customer and the
customer's town has a dealer which has the same product and price?
Is it legal for purchasing officers to receive incentives for directing the purchase of motor vehicles
from one particular dealer?
Are any of your purchasing officers using reverse novated leases in a position to receive incentives
for directing motor vehicle purchases from one particular dealer?
Is there a policy on the purchase of cars requiring Government staff wishing to novate lease as part
of salary sacrificing to purchase motor vehicles from a particular dealer?

Answer—

(1)

2

3)
“
©))
(6)
(7

®)
)

No Government Department allows staff to purchase vehicles through salary sacrifice arrangements.
The salary packaging policy allows staff to lease vehicles for private use. Senior Executive Service
officers and Senior Officers may salary sacrifice through their department enabling them to choose a
vehicle on Government contract that is then purchased by StateFleet and leased back to their
department. Alternatively they can choose a novated lease that enables them to select from a broader
choice of vehicles. Within the NSW public service, 58 agencies offer all employees novated leasing
of vehicles as a benefit. Five of these agencies do not have any employees utilising this benefit.

Staff do not directly receive any discount pricing. Agencies enter into lease agreements with
StateFleet and then provide vehicles to SES or Senior Officers under salary sacrifice arrangements.
Novated leases do not receive the NSW Government discount. Some competitive pricing for petrol
may exist due to the volume offered to Fleet suppliers.

No, not all agencies offer the novated lease system for staff.

It is an option that agencies may make available to staff. It is not mandatory.

Reverse novated leases are not currently available for staff of NSW Government Departments.

None as it does not apply.

Employees do not have access to Government Fleet pricing for purchase. They may obtain a vehicle
under salary sacrifice arrangements that has been purchased by StateFleet at Government Fleet
pricing then leased to their agency under an operating lease agreement. If officers wish to purchase a
vehicle at the expiration of a lease they may do so at the Government Auction where they compete
with other buyers.

Yes. Novated leases include agreement with suppliers to pay all normal taxes including stamp duty.
Not applicable
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(10) If such a reverse novated lease product existed it would be the employee.

(11) Not applicable.

(12) No. Not applicable.

(13) In relation to Government Fleet pricing, this only applies to StateFleet or agencies that purchase
vehicles. Employees cannot purchase vehicles at the NSW Government discount rate. Reduced
purchase costs relate to fleet volume and do not prevent the payment of usual duties over the course
of the lease.

(14) It is not known. This enquiry should be directed to the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly and the
President of the Legislative Council.

(15) A motor vehicle policy exists (please refer to Premier's website-Motor Vehicle Policy and Circulars
2005-29 and 2002-61) but there is no policy on reverse novated leases.

(16) No. No reverse leases exist.

(17) The motor vehicle contract is with major automobile companies who in turn nominate dealers to
service the contract. How agency buyers use the contract and which dealers they choose to use is
determined by them.

(18) No.

(19) No. Not applicable.

(20) No. If you wish to lease a car under a novated lease, there is no specific dealer.

REGISTRATION TRANSFER REQUIREMENTS—Mr Daryl Maguire asked the Deputy Premier, and
Minister for Transport—

Why is it that when attempting to register a vehicle transfer in New South Wales on behalf of a company,
an Australian Capital Driver's Licence is refused as proof of identity by the Roads and Traffic Authority?

Answer—
I am advised:

This matter falls within the portfolio responsibilities of the Minister for Roads and should be directed
accordingly.

STAMP DUTY RECEIPTS—MTr Daryl Maguire asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport
representing the Treasurer, Minister for Infrastructure, and Minister for the Hunter—

(1) How much in stamp duty receipts has been lost by the Government through the policy of
encouraging reverse novated leases?

(2) How much in stamp duty receipts has been avoided through the use of Government Fleet Pricing
when purchasing a motor vehicle as part of a salary sacrificing package and reverse novated lease for
private use?

Answer—

I'm advised that there is no government policy relating to "reverse novated leases", nor is the term
defined within the Duties Act 1997.

WAGGA WAGGA DENTAL CLINIC—Mr Daryl Maguire asked the Minister for Education and
Training representing the Minister for Health—

(1) How many dentists are employed in the Dental Clinic in Wagga Wagga?

(2) When will dentists be appointed to the Wagga Wagga Dental Clinic in order to reduce patients'
waiting time?

(3) How many dentists will be appointed?

(4) Is advertising in place to attract dentists?

(5) Does Greater Southern Area Health Service have adequate funds to employ dentists?

Answer—

The Minister for Health advises me:

(1) One.

(2) On successful recruitment of a suitable applicant.
(3) Two are sought.

(4) Yes.

(5) Yes.

QUALIFIED MEDICAL EXAMINERS—Mr Daryl Maguire asked the Minister for Education and
Training representing the Minister for Health—
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(1) Why is there only one (1) qualified Medical Examiner in Wagga Wagga for women who have been
sexually assaulted?

(2) How many qualified Medical Examiners are available in the Greater Southern Area Health Service?

(3) Compared to 2004 has the number of Medical Examiners increased or decreased?

(4) Why is there a lack of Examiners in Wagga Wagga?

(5) Are Examiners covered for insurance purposes should they be called as witnesses in a subsequent
court case?

(6) Does the qualification of sexual assault Medical Examiners expose the doctor to litigation through
his or her work?

(7) Is it acceptable for a major city to have only one (1) examiner?

(8) What have you or the Department of Health done to rectify the lack of Medical Examiners and when
was this action undertaken?

(9) When is it expected that this problem will be resolved?

(10) How many women in 2005, 2004, 2003 and 2001 were required to travel for examination because

there was no qualified examiner in Wagga Wagga available?

Answer—

The Minster for Health informs me NSW Health provides the following advice:

(1) Medical Practitioners volunteer to undertake the role of conducting forensic examinations.
(2) Seventeen, plus access to four in the ACT.

(3) Data is not available.

(4) See (1) above.

(5) and (6) Where employees of an Area Health Service provide services as a medical examiner, and that
is done as part of their employment with the Health Service, they are indemnified by the Treasury
Managed Fund.

(7) While it would be preferable to have several Medical Examiners in major cities, this may not always
be possible in regional or remote locations. In these instances alternate arrangements including utilizing
the resources of nearby centres ensures the continued provision of service to the community.

(8) Regular training opportunities occur throughout the region. In addition, NSW Health is currently
rolling out a model of practice called the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) program for suitably
qualified nurses to undertake specialist training and provide sexual assault forensic examinations for
adult victims of sexual assault.

(9) Completion of the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner training requirements will alleviate service
pressures in Wagga Wagga. The Greater Southern Area Health Service will continue its efforts to increase
the number of examiners in Wagga Wagga.

(10) A co-operative system has been developed between centres in order to best meet the needs of sexual
assault victims and reduce incidents of transfers. The balance of transfers are to Wagga Wagga rather than
out.

GREATER SOUTHERN AREA HEALTH SERVICE COMPLAINTS—Mr Daryl Maguire asked the
Minister for Education and Training representing the Minister for Health—

(1) How many complaints, regardless of issue, has the Health Care Complaints Commission received
about Greater Southern Area Health Service Mental Health?
(2) How many complaints are from the 2650 postcode region?

Answer—

The Health Care Complaints Commission has provided the following advice:

(1) Since the establishment of the Greater Southern Area Health Service on 1 January 2005, to 23 May
2006 the Health Care Complaints Commission has received 8 complaints regarding facilities
delivering mental health services in the Greater Southern Area Health Service and 8 complaints
regarding individual practitioners delivering mental health services in the Greater Southern Area
Health Service.

(2) During the period 1 January 2005 to 23 May 2006, 6 complainants have listed their address with a
2650 postcode.

BUS DRIVER FINES—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—
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(1) How many times has State Transit Authority (STA) required bus drivers to pay fines received for
STA buses speeding in school zones for each of the financial years between 1 July 1999 and 30 June
2005, and since 1 July 2005?

(2) How are STA bus drivers disciplined if they receive more than one speeding fine within a 12-month
period while operating an STA bus?

Answer—
I am advised:

(1) State Transit requires drivers to pay any fines imposed for speeding. This has occurred a total of 11
times in the period specified.

(2) Under the Transport Administration (Staff) Regulation 2005 (NSW), Bus Operators who come under
notice for multiple speeding offences are subject to formal discipline proceedings to be commenced
by the issue of a notice of charge.

There are a range of disciplinary outcomes for Bus Operators who come under notice for more than
one speeding offence and the appropriate disciplinary action is taken to fit the circumstances.

SPAD INCIDENTS—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—

In relation to incidents of Signals Passed At Danger (SPAD) on the CityRail network since 4 September
2005, how many SPADs have occurred on each of the following lines:

(1) Eastern Suburbs and Illawarra line?
(2) Bankstown line?

(3) Inner West line?

(4) Cumberland line?

(5) Airport and East Hills line?
(6) South line?

(7) North Shore line?

(8) Western line?

(9) Northern line?

(10) Carlingford line?

(11) Olympic Park line?
Answer—

I am advised:

Details relating to incidents of Signals Passed at Danger (SPADs) are available both on the RailCorp
website, www.railcorp.info and on the Independent Transport Safety and Reliability Regulator (ITSRR)
website, www.transportregulator.nsw.gov.au.

BUS ACCIDENTS—MTr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—

In relation to State Transit bus drivers:

(1) How many times has State Transit buses been involved in road accidents since 1 July 2005?

(2) Since 1 July 2005, how many State Transit bus road accidents were deemed the fault of State Transit
bus drivers?

(3) How many times were State Transit buses involved in road accidents between 1 July 2004 and 30
June 2005?

(4) Between 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, how many State Transit bus road accidents were deemed the
fault of the State Transit bus driver?

(5) Ifinvolved in a road accident while driving a State Transit bus, is it mandatory for State Transit bus
drivers to undergo driver re-training?

(6) Ifnot, why not?

Answer—

I am advised:

(1) and (2) Of all trips operated by State Transit between 1 July 2005 and 9 May 2006, 0.08% involved a
road accident between a State Transit bus and another vehicle. In less than half of these instances State
Transit bus drivers were deemed at fault.

(3) and (4) Of all trips operated by State Transit between 1 July 2004 and 20 June 2005, 0.09% involved
a road accident between a State Transit bus and another vehicle. In less than half of these instances State
Transit bus drivers were deemed at fault.



*0040

*0041

*0042

*0043

221

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
WEDNESDAY 30 AUGUST 2006

(5) and (6) State Transit monitors on-road incidents involving buses on a daily basis.
Drivers receive re-training in cases where significant damage is caused to a bus or other vehicles.

State Transit also has a policy of re-training drivers if they are involved in three minor or "or not at fault"
on road incidents over a twelve-month period.

All drivers have the opportunity to attend counselling after an incident.
TRANSIT OFFICERS—MTr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—

In relation to RailCorp:

(1) How much revenue has been collected by Transit Officers since 1 July 2005?
(2) How much revenue was collected by Transit Officers during the 20042005 financial year?
(3) How much revenue was collected by Transit Officers during the 20032004 financial year?

Answer—
I am advised:

Transit Officers do not collect revenue. This is a function of the Infringement Processing Bureau and the
Office of State Revenue.

CANCELLED SERVICES—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—

In relation to the cancelled services on the CityRail network since 4 September 2005, how many
schedules services have been cancelled on each of the following lines:

(1) Eastern Suburbs and Illawarra line?
(2) Bankstown line?

(3) Inner West line?

(4) Cumberland line?

(5) Airport and East Hills line?

(6) South line?

(7) North Shore line?

(8) Western line?

(9) Northern line?

(10) Carlingford line?

(11) Olympic Park line?

Answer—

I am advised:

(1) to (11) That between 4 September 2005 and 12 May 2006 0.84% of peak services were cancelled.

The CityRail benchmark is for 99% of peak timetabled services to operate.

LOST EVIDENCE—MTr Barry O'Farrell asked the Attorney General, Minister for the Environment, and
Minister for the Arts—

(1) Is the Attorney aware of the apparent loss by the District Court of a copy of a taped interview
conducted by Hornsby police and the driver of a vehicle involved in a Pacific Highway Pymble
traffic accident on 29 October 2001 which resulted in catastrophic injury to Ben Harrison?

(2) How is it possible for a tape held by the Court in February 2006 to have been lost or misplaced two
months later?

(3) Has an investigation commenced into the loss of this evidence?

(a) Ifnot, why not?
(b) Will the Attorney take steps to initiate an inquiry?

(4) How often do NSW courts "lose" evidence?

Answer—

The Honourable Member would need to provide more detail concerning the nature and comment of the
allegedly misplaced tape. A tape and transcript of separate Police interviews is presently in the
possession of the District Court. Plainly, these articles have not been misplaced.

RAILCORP AND WORKCOVER—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for
Transport representing the Minister for Commerce, Minister for Finance, Minister for Industrial
Relations, Minister for Ageing, Minister for Disability Services, and Vice President of the Executive
Council—
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In relation to RailCorp:

(1) Since 1 July 2005, how many WorkCover notices have been issued to RailCorp?
(2) What is the total value of these WorkCover notices?

Answer—
WorkCover has issue a total of 18 Notices to RailCorp since 1 July 2005.

This includes fifteen Improvement Notices, two Prohibition Notices and one notice under section 62 of
the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2000 in relation to the provision of information.

There have been no fines attached to these notices.

SYDNEY TO MELBOURNE RAIL SERVICE—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and
Minister for Transport—

In relation to RailCorp's Sydney to Melbourne and Melbourne to Sydney services:

(1) What is the total cost of the current expansion of RailCorp's Albury facilities to cater for the
operation of the services?

(2) Since 1 July 2005, what is the total expenditure for lodging in Sydney overnight for RailCorp train
crew operating the services?

(3) How much has this expense increased or decreased from the 20042005 financial year?

(4) Since 1 July 2005, what is the total expenditure for lodging in Melbourne overnight for RailCorp
train crew operating the services?

(5) How much has this expense increased or decreased from the 20042005 financial year?

Answer—
I am advised:

(1) No additional facilities will be required in Albury with the exception of lockers. It is estimated that
the cost of the lockers will be approximately $3,000.

(2) Nil

(3) NA

(4) The total expenditure for lodging in Melbourne overnight for RailCorp train crew operating the
services since 1 July 2005 was $ 92, 260.

(5) The expenditure for lodging in Melbourne overnight for RailCorp train crew operating the services
decreased by $25,720 when compared to the same period in 2004/05.

SYDNEY FERRIES—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—

In relation to Sydney Ferries:

(1) Since 1 July 2004, how many vessels have been taken out of service as a result of a mechanical
breakdown?

(2) Since 1 July 2004, which vessel has been taken out of service the most number of times as a result of
mechanical breakdowns?

(3) Using the answer to question (2), how many times was it taken out of service as a result of
mechanical breakdowns?

(4) Using the answer to question (2), what is the total expenditure of repairs to this vessel since 1 July
2004?

Answer—
I am advised:

The requested information is not readily available from 1 July 2004 and the time and resources required
to source it would constitute an unreasonable diversion of resources.

SYDNEY FERRY SERVICES—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for
Transport—

In relation to Sydney Ferries:

(1) How many Parramatta RiverCat services from Circular Quay have been cancelled since 1 July 2005?

(2) How many Parramatta RiverCat services to Circular Quay have been cancelled since 1 July 2005?

(3) How many Parramatta RiverCat services from Circular Quay were cancelled between 1 July 2004
and 30 June 2005?

(4) How many Parramatta RiverCat services to Circular Quay were cancelled between 1 July 2004 and
30 June 2005?
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Answer—
I am advised:

I am advised by Sydney Ferries that 98 per cent of scheduled Parramatta Wharf services operated
between 1 July 2005 and 31 May 2006.

I am further advised that 97.2 per cent of scheduled Parramatta Wharf services operated between 1 July
2004 and 30 June 2005.

RAILWAY CARRIAGES—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—

In relation to new rail carriages to be introduced commencing 2008:

If the Minister's press release of 24 February 2006 stated that 498 carriages will be completed by 2010
and the Premier's press release of 4 May 2006 states that 59 eight car trains (or 472 carriages) will be
completed by 2012, what is the cause of the delay of two years?

Answer—

The Government has decided to extend the scope of the PPP rolling stock contract. The increased order
will mean approximately 600 new rail carriages will now be purchased for the network.

The short-list proponents will now be asked to submit final bids for the contract to supply at least 59
eight-carriage double deck trains and at least 13 additional eight-carriage double deck trains.

The order will allow RailCorp to replace the remaining non-air-conditioned carriages and will provide
additional capacity to meet the patronage growth being experienced across the network.

The increase to approximately 600 new carriages is a major investment in the future of the network. It is
the biggest rolling stock acquisition in Australian history.

It will ensure the CityRail network can continue to grow and meet the needs of our expanding city.
BUS DRIVER ASSAULT—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—

In relation to State Transit bus drivers:

(1) How many times have State Transit bus drivers reported being physically assaulted since 1 July
2005?

(2) How many times did State Transit bus drivers report being physically assaulted between 1 July 2004
and 30 June 2005?

(3) How many instances of State Transit bus drivers being physically assaulted have been referred to the
police by State Transit employees since 1 July 2005?

(4) How many instances of State Transit bus drivers being physically assaulted were referred to the
police by State Transit employees between 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005?

Answer—
I am advised:
State Transit Bus Operators are required to report incidents of physical assault to State Transit.

(1) 76 incidents to 22 May 2006.
(2) 86.
(3) 47.
(4) 43.

FERRY VESSEL INCIDENTS—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for
Transport—
In relation to Sydney Ferries:

(1) Since 1 July 2004, what is the total cost of all damage inflicted as a result of major and minor vessel
incidents (major and minor as defined in the Sydney Ferries 200405 Annual Report page 25)?

(2) Since 1 July 2004, what is the total cost of all repairs undertaken to date as a result of major and
minor vessel incidents?

(3) What repairs are still to be completed as a result of major and minor vessel incidents?

(4) How many repairs as a result of major and minor vessel incidents have not commenced?

Answer—

I am advised:
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I am advised the total cost of major and minor vessel incidents is not collated in a central database and
that the time and resources required to source the requested information would constitute an unreasonable
diversion of resources.

I am further advised that there were no vessels under maintenance due to incidents at the date of your
question.

INFRINGEMENT NOTICES—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for
Transport—

In relation to RailCorp:

(1) Since 1 July 2005, how many infringement notices have been disputed in court?

(2) What is the total monetary value of these infringement notices disputed in court?

(3) Since 1 July 2005, how many cases of disputed infringement notices have RailCorp lost in court?

(4) Since 1 July 2005, what has been the total cost awarded against RailCorp for the cases lost?

(5) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, how many infringement notices were disputed
in court?

(6) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, what was the total monetary value of these
infringement notices disputed in court?

(7) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, how many cases of disputed infringement
notices did RailCorp lose in court?

(8) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, what was the total cost awarded against
RailCorp for the cases lost?

Answer—
I am advised:

(1) For the period 1 July 2005 to 30 April 2006, 2,326 new Court Attendance Notices were issued for
Rail Infringement Notices.

(2) For the period 1 July 2005 to 30 April 2006, the fixed penalty total for the 2,326 Court Attendance
Notices was $538,290.

(3) For the period 1 July 2005 to 30 April 2006, 4,113 matters have been determined. Of these 217
resulted in dismissal.

(4) For the period 1 July 2005 to 30 April 2006, $8,119.95 was awarded against RailCorp for the cases
lost.

(5) For the period 1 July 2004 to 30 June 2005, 5,251 new Court Attendance Notices were issued for
Rail Infringement Notices.

(6) For the period 1 July 2004 to 30 June 2005 the fixed penalty total for the 5,251 Court Attendance
Notices was $1,307,050.

(7) For the period 1 July 2004 to 30 June 2005, 2,902 matters were been determined. Of these 198
resulted in dismissal.

(8) For the period 1 July 2004 to 30 June 2005, $2,030 was awarded against RailCorp for the cases lost.

GRAHAM CORRESPONDENCE—Mr Barry O'Farrell asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister
for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the
Minister for Roads—

(1) When can Mr David Graham of Wahroonga expect an answer to a letter concerning the Pacific
Highway sent to the former Minister for Roads on 23 December 2005 and acknowledged on 10
January 20067

(2) Does your office routinely advise members of the public seeking responses to their letters to wait
because of a backlog of hundreds of letters?

(3) What are (a) your and (b) the Roads and Traffic Authority's targets for replying to correspondence
from the public?

Answer—
I am advised:

The Parliamentary Secretary for Roads Matt Brown MP forwarded a response to Mr Graham's
correspondence on 18 May.

TICKET MACHINES—MTr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—

In relation to State Transit:

(1) How many reported incidents of on-bus ticket validation machines being out of service have been



*0053

*0054

225

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
WEDNESDAY 30 AUGUST 2006

made since 1 July 2005?

(2) What is the estimated loss of revenue from non-operational on-bus ticket validation machines since 1
July 2005?

(3) How much has been spent on repairs to on-bus ticket validation machines since 1 July 2005?

Answer—
I am advised:

(1) From 1 July 2005 to 30 April 2006 State Transit buses operated more than 4.1 million trips. The
validation machine maintenance contract prescribes an agreed set of Key Performance Indicators and
includes a target of 98% systems availability. The system has consistently performed at above 99%
availability.

(2) It is not possible to estimate this figure. However, any revenue loss would be minimal as the
validation machines would be out of service for a short period of time.

(3) Repairs to on-bus ticket validation machines are not separately costed.

SYDNEY FERRIES—MTr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport—

In relation to Sydney Ferries:

(1) How many services to Manly Wharf from Circular Quay have been cancelled since 1 July 2005?

(2) How many services to Circular Quay from Manly Wharf have been cancelled since 1 July 2005?

(3) How many services to Manly Wharf from Circular Quay were cancelled between 1 July 2004 and 30
June 2005?

(4) How many services to Circular Quay from Manly Wharf were cancelled between 1 July 2004 and 30
June 2005?

(5) How many times have buses replaced ferry services between Manly Wharf and Circular Quay since
1 July 2005?

(6) How many times did buses replace ferry services between Manly Wharf and Circular Quay between
1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005?

Answer—
I am advised:

From time to time Manly services do not operate due to heavy weather conditions, mechanical problems
or other issues.

I am advised that when there is sufficient notice of a cancellation, Sydney Ferries arranges alternative
transport for passengers on scheduled services or on replacement bus services between Manly and
Circular Quay.

From 1 June 2004 to 30 June 2005, 96.1 per cent of scheduled Manly ferry services operated. Sydney
Ferries arranged for buses to operate in place of 1.5 per cent of cancelled services to minimise the
inconvenience to passengers.

From 1 June 2005 to 30 April 2006, 96.7 per cent of scheduled Manly ferry services operated. Sydney
Ferries arranged for buses to operate in place of 0.6 per cent of cancelled services.

STATE TRANSIT BUS SERVICES—MTr Barry O'Farrell asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for
Transport—

In relation to State Transit patronage figures:

(1) Since 1 July 2005, how many bus services have recorded less than 10 passenger trips between
Central Station (Railway Square) terminus and Circular Quay terminus?

(2) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, how many bus services recorded less than 10
passenger trips between Central Station (Railway Square) terminus and Circular Quay terminus?

(3) Since 1 July 2005, how many bus services have recorded less than 10 passenger trips between QVB
terminus and Circular Quay terminus?

(4) Between the period of 1 July 2004 and 30 June 2005, how many bus services recorded less than 10
passenger trips between QVB terminus and Circular Quay terminus?

Answer—

I am advised:
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Currently, State Transit's automatic fare collection system records information concerning ticket sales and
ticket validations at the point of boarding. No information is collected when a passenger alights from a
bus.

Therefore, the information requested is not available.

CT SCAN—MOUNT DRUITT HOSPITAL—Mr Richard Amery asked the Minister for Education and
Training representing the Minister for Health—

(1) When was the CT scan machine installed at the Mount Druitt Hospital?

(2) Since being operational, how many persons per month, on average, have been examined by this
machine?

(3) What was the total cost of the CT scan in question?

Answer—
The Minster for Health has provided me with the following advice from NSW Health:

(1) The CT scan machine at Mt Druitt Hospital was installed in August 2003.
(2) There have been an average of 140 patients, per month, examined by the machine.
(3) The initial purchase cost of the CT scan was $702,637.01

ROOTY HILL ZONING—Mr Richard Amery asked the Minister for Planning, Minister for Redfern
Waterloo, Minister for Science and Medical Research, and Minister Assisting the Minister for Health
(Cancer)—

(1) What is the zoning for the land on which the new Readymix Plant at Rooty Hill is to be built?

(2) For how long has this land been so zoned?

(3) What was the process and what authorities were involved in having this land zoned as per point one
above?

(4) Has there been any action to rezone this land in the past 15 years?

(5) Has there been any request by the Blacktown City Council to change the zoning of this land over the
past 15 years?

(6) If so, when was this approach made and what was the result of this request?

Answer—

(1) to (6) I am advised the proposed development site is the subject of a number of different zonings
under Blacktown Local Environmental Plan 1988 as amended, including:

* Lot 5 DP255515, Part Lot 1 DP 582388 and part Lot 3 DP 1042577 are zoned 4(a) Industrial
General

* North Parade and Part Lot 15 DP 806053 is zoned 5(c) Special Uses (Local Road and Local Road
Widening) and

* Lot 1 DP 607084, Part VIDE GAZ No 145 of 30/10/1942 and Part GovGaz 57/1859 Folio 1500
are zoned 5(a) Special Uses General.

In addition, Part Lot 2 DP 582388 is zoned Regional Parkland under Sydney Regional Environmental
Plan (SREP) No 31.

It is noted that the full extent of the information requested is only held by Blacktown City Council as the
majority of actions and approaches associated with rezonings occur at the local council level only and
may not proceed to the Department of Planning.

I am advised that Section 149 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 provides that a
person may, on payment of the prescribed fee, apply to a Council for a planning certificate with respect to
any land within the area of the Council. Under Schedule 4 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Regulation 2000, planning certificates should include, among other information, zoning and
land use under the relevant LEPs. A person may also view the relevant Council's planning and
development section on their website.

23 MAY 2006
(Paper No. 2)

ASBESTOS IN DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING PROPERTIES—Mr Greg Aplin asked the Minister for
Housing, and Minister Assisting the Minister for Health (Mental Health)—
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(1) When will the property assessment survey be completed in relation to Department of Housing
properties containing components produced from asbestos material?

(2) In view of the much publicised concern over asbestos why has it taken the Department of Housing so
long to conduct this audit?

(3) Will the occupants of properties containing asbestos be informed?

(4) Will the Minister prepare a relocation program under the Department's 'duty of care' to eliminate the
possibility of any incidents caused by exposure to asbestos?

Answer—
(1) The Department is in the process of completing a Property Assessment Survey (as part of its

Maintenance Reform Program) of all properties, buildings and grounds across the public housing
portfolio in NSW.

(2) to (4) All available expert evidence is that building materials that may contain asbestos are considered
safe if left undisturbed and are only unsafe when disturbed by dust generating procedures.
Where disturbed asbestos is present in public housing properties it is dealt with in accordance with the

contract requirements for asbestos related works, including WorkCover requirements, Occupational
Health and Safety Regulations and Safe Work Method Statements.

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING PROPERTIES—Mr Greg Aplin asked the Minister for Housing, and
Minister Assisting the Minister for Health (Mental Health)—

(1) How many fibro-constructed dwellings are owned by the Department of Housing?
(2) What percentage of total Department of Housing stock is comprised of fibro-constructed houses?
(3) How many of these properties are being considered for disposal or replacement?

Answer—

(1) and (2) Departmental properties that were constructed or purchased prior to 1980 may or may not
have asbestos-cement used as part of their construction.

(3) The Department regularly reviews its assets to determine their cost-effectiveness, viability, long-term
benefits and whether they meet the current and projected future needs of clients.

JOHN FOORD BRIDGE AT COROWA—MTr Greg Aplin asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister
for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the
Minister for Roads—

(1) What progress has been made on restoration works for the John Foord Bridge across the Murray
River at Corowa?
(2) What is the timeline for the joint Roads and Traffic Authority/Vic Roads upgrade of this bridge?

Answer—
I am advised:

Replacement of timber components on the adjacent NSW approach bridges is proposed in the 200607
financial year.

Rehabilitation works on the John Foord Bridge will commence when planning is complete. It is expected
the work will take approximately 18 months to complete from commencement.

AIRCONDITIONING FOR ALBURY ELECTORATE SCHOOLS—Mr Greg Aplin asked the Minister
for Education and Training—

Which schools in the Albury electorate are on the priority 'hot spot' list for air conditioning?
Answer—

The Air Cooling Program for 200607 is currently being prepared. The program focuses on providing air
cooling in permanent classrooms in schools located in areas which experience a mean maximum January
temperature above 30 degrees Celsius. The hottest rooms in schools are being treated first.

The NSW Labor Government's decision toextend the air cooling program to schools with a mean
maximum January temperature of 30°C and above, meant an additional 425 schools qualified for air-
conditioning. Under the previous Liberal/National Government the mean maximum January temperature
had to be above 33°C.

The needs of schools in the Albury electorate which meet the criteria will be considered in determining
the next round of priorities.
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NEW LAVINGTON FIRE STATION—Mr Greg Aplin asked the Attorney General, Minister for the
Environment, and Minister for the Arts representing the Minister for Justice, Minister for Juvenile
Justice, Minister for Emergency Services, Minister for Lands, and Minister for Rural Affairs—

Will funds be allocated in 200607 to construct the long awaited Lavington Fire Station in Kaitlers Road?
Answer—

There was no new funding allocated in the 200607 budget for this project.

AGED CARE BEDS AT CULCAIRN MPS—Mr Greg Aplin asked the Minister for Education and
Training representing the Minister for Health—

(1) What steps are being taken to respond to community calls for the extension of Kiltearn House at
Culcairn MPS to provide additional accommodation for aged and dementia care residents?
(2) What is the timeframe for any planning process currently underway?

Answer—

The Minster for Health advises me:

(1) Greater Southern Area Health Service has commenced service planning for the Culcairn Multi
Purpose Service. The service plan will include considerable community consultation.

(2) The first meeting with the Culcairn MPS Advisory Committee was held on 9 May 2006 and it is
anticipated that the Culcairn Health Service plan will be completed later this year.

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING LEASED PROPERTIES—Mr Greg Aplin asked the Minister for
Housing, and Minister Assisting the Minister for Health (Mental Health)—

(1) How many Department of Housing properties are subject to:
(a) Short term headleasing?
(b) Long term headleasing?
(c) Spot headleasing?
(2) How many of these properties are occupied by seniors?
Answer—

(1) and (2) The number of head leases is contained in the 20062007 Budget Papers.

ALBURY-BASED COUNTRYLINK XPT TEAM—Mr Greg Aplin asked the Deputy Premier, and
Minister for Transport—

What progress has been made on the announced plan to base over thirty CountryLink XPT attendants in
Albury?

Answer—
I am advised:

RailCorp is currently consulting with the Rail Tram and Bus Union on this matter. It is anticipated that
staff will be recruited, trained and in position later this year.

SOUTH COAST REGIONAL PLAN CRITERIA—Mr Andrew Constance asked the Minister for
Planning, Minister for Redfern Waterloo, Minister for Science and Medical Research, and Minister
Assisting the Minister for Health (Cancer)—

(1) What criteria was used in the South Coast Regional Plan to identify isolated and sensitive locations?

(2) Why wasn't Bermagui included and identified as urban land that needs assessment?

(3) How did the Department assess vacant land in and around Bateman's Bay given that much of the
land is already subdivided, developed and/or already approved for subdivision?

(4) Why is there a need for an independent panel?

(5) Who appoints the panel?

(6) Are former politicians likely to be on the panel?

(7) What are the criteria for selection?

(8) Who supplied demand and supply figures to the Department?

(9) When were they supplied and what was relevant year of figure?

(10) Is there an intention to decrease urban expansion or future urban-zoned land in Eurobodalla?

(11) Are there transitional arrangements for urban-zoned land, ie Long Beach and Rosedale?

Answer—
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(1) T am advised that the sites were chosen in consultation with Shoalhaven, Eurobodalla and Bega
Valley councils based on factors such as isolation, environmental sensitivity and the zoning as urban,
future urban or similar.

(2) T am advised that Bermagui does not have any land zoned as future urban, and does not have a
significant amount of land zoned as small rural holdings.

(3) The Department has worked closely with Eurobodalla Shire Council in developing the draft Regional
Strategy and the draft Eurobodalla Settlement Strategy that has been prepared by Council. Urban
investigation areas which are identified in the final Eurobodalla Settlement Strategy will be
Government endorsed.

(4) There is a need for an independent panel to provide clear, objective advice to me.

(5) Ihave already appointed the panel members.

(6) The panel membership is:

* Dr Andrew Refshauge (Chair), former NSW Planning Minister who was instrumental in
implementing policies to protect the State's sensitive coastline from inappropriate
development (eg SEPP 71).

* Mr Vince Berkhout (Town planner) who has vast experience in advising government
agencies and councils on sustainable urban growth strategies.

* Dr David Robertson (Ecologist), who has more than 20 years experience in ecological
surveying and research, including threatened species investigations and aquatic ecology.

(7) Criteria for selection were expertise and experience in their field.

(8) and (9) Population projections were supplied by the Transport Population and Data Centre.
Information on housing supply and demand was supplied to the Department by each of the South Coast
Councils as well as an external consultant. Councils were consulted during 2005 and early 2006.

(10) The Panel will review the suitability of these sites for development, seeking input from councils,
agencies, landowners and the wider community.

(11) Urban zoned land in Long Beach and Rosedale are two of the 'sensitive urban lands' that will be
examined by the independent panel. The review will determine the suitability and scale of any release to
be undertaken in consultation with the local council, land owners, the community and relevant state
agencies.

HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION—OVERTAKING LANE—MTr Andrew Constance asked the Minister for
Water Utilities, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the
[llawarra representing the Minister for Roads—

(1) Will the Minister release the plan of construction for the overtaking lane, realignment of the
Highway at the intersection of Brushgrove Lane and Victoria Creek on the Princes Highway?

(2) What is the cost of the projects?

(3) Why hasn't it been built as planned in financial year 200520067

Answer—
I am advised:

The appropriate location for the overtaking lane is south of Mystery Bay Road. This location is
appropriate considering the proposal to deviate the Princes Highway away from Victoria Creek.

The project is under development, including planning and cost assessment.
ROADSIDE RUBBISH—Mr Andrew Constance asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister for

Small Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the Illawarra representing the
Minister for Roads—

(1) What is being done to clean up roadside rubbish on the Princes Highway between Bateman's Bay
and Ulladulla?
(2) What is the budget to rectify the problem within the Roads and Traffic Authority?

Answer—
I am advised:

Under the RTA's general maintenance program, the RTA patrols the Princes Highway between Batemans
Bay and Ulladulla on a weekly basis to clear rubbish.

HEALTH PROBLEMS AND BURN OFF—Mr Andrew Constance asked the Minister for Education and
Training representing the Minister for Health—
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(1) Have any scientific studies been conducted to establish the cost to the community of health problems
associated with burn offs?

(2) Ifnot, will the Minister commit to such a study?

(3) Is the Minister aware of any studies into burn offs?

Answer—
The Minster for Health informs me that NSW Health provides the following advice:

(1) No.

(2) A costbenefit analysis of burn offs go beyond direct health problems and hence commitment for
such a study lies outside the Health portfolio.

(3) The NSW Department of Health has undertaken research, which has provided estimates of health
impacts of major bushfire and hazard reduction burns.

OCEAN OUTFALLS—MTr Andrew Constance asked the Minister for Water Utilities, Minister for Small
Business, Minister for Regional Development, and Minister for the [llawarra—

(1) Is the Minister aware of the concerns of the Bermagui community in relation to the threefold increase
of treated sewerage through the ocean outfall?

(2) Will the Minister commit the $4m to build a re-use scheme and halt the ocean outfall?

(3) Is the Minister aware of the Marine Park Authority's view that they will need to assess the outfall in
light of the new marine park?

Answer—

I'm advised the upgrade of the Bermagui Sewage Treatment Plant is being carried out by the Bega Valley
Shire Council to cater for growth within Bermagui and to treat sewage from the Wallaga Lake villages. It
is proposed as part of the Bega Valley Sewerage Program. The State Government has committed $24.3M
towards this Program from the Country Towns Water Supply and Sewerage Program to assist Bega
Valley Shire Council in improving sewerage services throughout the Shire.

Matters relating to the details of the scheme are the responsibility of Bega Valley Shire Council.

BATEMAN'S BAY MARINA CO-OPERATIVE—Mr Andrew Constance asked the Attorney General,
Minister for the Environment, and Minister for the Arts representing the Minister for Justice, Minister for
Juvenile Justice, Minister for Emergency Services, Minister for Lands, and Minister for Rural Affairs—

(1) Is the Minister aware of the concerns of the Bateman's Bay Marina Co-operative regarding the
Government's proposal for the marina?

(2) Will part of Rotary Park be taken over and if so for what purpose?

(3) Will it include a hoteltesort development?

(4) How was the estimate of "more than 260 extra moorings" determined?

(5) When must the marina berths be replaced, given their deteriorating state?

(6) Are there plans to reclaim existing marina berths?

(7) What will happen to the community land if the marina is handed to private enterprise?

(8) Why has the pump-out facility not been constructed, given it was announced in April 1998 by the
Hon John Aquilina MP?

Answer—

(1) Yes. The Cooperative has been consulted during the planning phases of the marina upgrade project
and been made aware of the Expression of Interest process for the future management of the facility.

(2) Rotary Park will not be affected by the proposed development.

(3) No.

(4) The estimate was arrived at after preliminary studies commissioned by the Department, in
consultation with NSW Maritime Authority.

(5) The current marina berths need to be replaced in the next 2 to 3 years. In the meantime, the
Department of Lands will continue its patch repair programme. Integral to this programme is regular
monitoring of the condition of the piles.

(6) The redevelopment will involve the transfer of dredge material from the eastern side of the harbour
in order to reclaim the existing marina area. This has been deemed the most appropriate option, given
the remaining life of the current berths, the need to have a larger land base and to ensure no impact
on Rotary Park.

(7) The marina will not be 'handed over' to private enterprise, and the development will not encroach
onto Rotary Park. The Park continues to remain under the management of Eurobodalla Shire Council
as a public recreation reserve.
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(8) Funding for the pump-out facility was originally granted to Eurobodalla Shire Council. There have
been some delays as part of the DA process. To expedite matters, the Department of Lands has
recently forwarded its endorsement, as the landowner, to allow the planning process to go forward.
Agreements in place reflect that the Department of Lands will be responsible for the construction of
the facility, whilst Council will be responsible for its ongoing maintenance.

IPTAAS SCHEME—Mr Andrew Constance asked the Minister for Education and Training representing
the Minister for Health—

(1) Why is a client who uses community transport not eligible to claim assistance through the New
South Wales Isolated Patients' Travel and Accommodation Assistance Scheme (IPTAAS)?

(2) Given the difficulties facing patients in the state's south east and the distance from services, what is
being done to give such clients assistance?

Answer—
The Minister for Health advises me:

(1) The NSW Government provides a range of transport services for people needing assistance to travel
to health appointments.

I am advised that a person may only receive assistance for travel from one Government service for
the same trip.

(2) In 200506, the NSW Government has provided more than $11 million for non-emergency health
related transport assistance in rural and remote areas of NSW. These services, which include IPTAAS
and Transport for Health, assist transport disadvantaged people living in rural and remote areas to
access essential health services.

The NSW Government has also responded to the needs of people living in rural and remote areas of
NSW for travel assistance by reducing the distance limit for IPTAAS from 200km to 100km and
increasing the motor vehicle allowance from 12.7 cents per kilometre to 15.0 cents per kilometre
from 1 July 2006. These changes, which will cost an estimated additional $2.6 million per annum,
are expected to assist an extra 11,500 patients and their carers every year.

In addition, all non-emergency health related transport programs will be integrated into a single
streamlined Transport for Health program. This will ensure consistency in eligibility and access,
improve coordination and provide a single point of contact for clients in each Area Health Service.

SURGERY CUTBACKS—Mr Andrew Constance asked the Minister for Education and Training
representing the Minister for Health—

(1) What is being done to rectify the low level of theatre staff on call at Batemans Bay Hospital?
(2) What is being done to rectify the Opthamology surgery cutbacks at Batemans Bay?
(3) Why are children being transferred to Canberra in order to have fractures treated?

Answer—
The Minster for Health has provided me with the following advice from NSW Health:

(1) A new nurse roster is currently being trialled for emergency theatre coverage in the Eurobodalla local
government area. The separate rosters for Batemans Bay and Moruya Hospitals have been
consolidated into the one roster, which is centred on Moruya operating theatres. This is to ensure a
viable emergency theatre service for the Eurobodalla local government area. The operating theatre in
Batemans Bay will continue to be available for use during scheduled operating theatre sessions.

(2) Ophthalmology surgery levels have returned to their base activity level in 200506 following a period
of extra ophthalmology surgery undertaken in 2004/05. There are ongoing discussions occurring with
the Ophthalmologist in regard to future activity targets for ophthalmology surgery.

(3) The Eurobodalla Health Service is able to treat non-complex fractures in both children and adults. In
cases where more complex orthopaedic services are required, patients are transferred to an
appropriate specialist service. Transfers to services outside of the Eurobodalla area generally only
occur if the care required is outside the role delineation of the Moruya Hospital.

MERINGO BURNOFF—Mr Andrew Constance asked the Attorney General, Minister for the
Environment, and Minister for the Arts—

Given the concerns of Meringo residents about the lack of hazard reduction burns near their community,
will the Minister instruct his department to undertake a burnoff in the Meringo village?

Answer—



232

*0079

*0080

*0081

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
WEDNESDAY 30 AUGUST 2006

Officers from the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC), and Rural Fire Service have
previously inspected the regenerating shrub adjacent to Meringo village on several occasions.

The general vegetation type associated with this area of regeneration (generally coastal swamp forest or
low shrub) is considered low fire risk. The separation between existing residential dwellings and
regenerating bushland meets the requirements of NSW Planning for Bushfire Protection Guidelines 2001.
Additionally, large areas of cleared land immediately to the west, north west and south of Meringo village
provide a level of protection from wildfires.

DEC has undertaken to maintain three slashed tracks across the regenerating area. This fire management
strategy provides further fire breaks and allows improved access in case of wildfires. DEC will also
discuss with the Eurobodalla Bush Fire Committee the possibility of maintaining a fuel free zone on the
northern side of the main access road on the Crown Road Reserve.

A further inspection will be organised to determine whether additional hazard reduction work is required.

MORUYA HOSPITAL DIALYSIS UNIT—Mr Andrew Constance asked the Minister for Education and
Training representing the Minister for Health—

(1) How many people are using the dialysis unit at Moruya Hospital per week?
(2) Have there been funding cutbacks at the dialysis unit?
(3) Is the unit supposed to have 12 people accessing the service weekly as opposed to 77

Answer—
The Minster for Health has provided me with the following advice from NSW Health
I am advised:

(1) As at 17 May 2006, there were eleven people using the dialysis unit at Moruya Hospital. It is
anticipated that a twelfth client will commence in June 2006.

(2) and (3) The initial Service Agreement was for the provision of dialysis services for eight clients.
However, due to increased demand, the number of places available at the facility has increased to
twelve. There have been no funding cutbacks at the dialysis unit. Enhancement funding was recently
approved for the four additional renal dialysis places.

TITLE AND STRATA REVIEWS—MTr Andrew Constance asked the Attorney General, Minister for the
Environment, and Minister for the Arts representing the Minister for Justice, Minister for Juvenile
Justice, Minister for Emergency Services, Minister for Lands, and Minister for Rural Affairs—

What reviews have taken place into community title and strata management?
Answer—

Within the last three years there have been two major, whole of government reviews canvassing a wide
range of issues affecting strata schemes. The first of those reviews was titled Living in Strata
Developments in 2003. The second review, which followed shortly after, was titled Strata Schemes in
2004 - the Further Issues. Both reviews generated a significant number of responses from developers and
professionals operating in the strata area as well as from residents living within strata schemes. Changes
were made to the strata legislation as a result of both reviews.

The government has recently launched a wide ranging review of issues relevant to the development and
management of community schemes. A consultation paper titled Review of NSW Community Schemes
Legislation has been published jointly by the Department of Lands and the Office of Fair Trading. The
public is encouraged to provide comments and suggestions on all aspects of community schemes living.

STRATHALLEN SALE—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport
representing the Minister for Commerce, Minister for Finance, Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister
for Ageing, Minister for Disability Services, and Vice President of the Executive Council—

(1) What is the total cost of transferring the existing Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care
services and facilities located at the Strathallen Centre in Goulburn?

(2) Where will the clients currently located at Strathallen be accommodated?

(3) What is the total cost to the Department of purchasing this alternative accommodation?

(4) How many clients are still to be relocated to their new accommodation?

Answer—
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(1) The total cost of transferring the existing Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care services
and facilities located at Strathallen Centre in Goulburn was $4,345,688, excluding Day Program
relocation to Blackshaw Road, Goulburn, which was $355,000.

(2) All residents have been relocated into homes that can accommodate up to five people, in the areas of
Goulburn, Yass and Queanbeyan.

(3) Answer as per number 1.

(4) Nil

STRATHALLEN SALE—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for Transport
representing the Minister for Commerce, Minister for Finance, Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister
for Ageing, Minister for Disability Services, and Vice President of the Executive Council—

(1) Was an independent valuation of the Strathallen property in Goulburn conducted before the sale of
this asset to the developers of the Kenmore Hospital site?

(2) If so what was the valuation of the property?

(3) What was the final sale price achieved on this property?

(4) What State Government regulations govern whether an asset is sold by tender or by private
arrangement?

(5) Why was Strathallen not sold through a tender process?

(6) Which organisation is responsible for providing independent oversight of the probity of the
Strathallen sale process?

Answer—

(1) Yes, by the State Valuation Office.

(2) There were two valuations offered:

(a) $520,000 as a development site; and

(b) $790,000 as a going concern.

(3) $750,000 (within the valuation range assessed by the State Valuation Office).

(4) The Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care (DADHC) obtained approval to proceed with
a direct sale to Longreach, in March 2005, from the Property Disposal Advisory Panel of the
Government Asset Management Committee.

(5) The direct sale to Longreach was justified on the basis that:

(a) Costs associated with the separation of utility services from the remainder of the original
Kenmore Hospital site would be avoided. These costs were estimated to be between $120,000 to
$150,000 by NSW Health.

(b) DADHC could continue to use the site for day programs during 2005, even if the sale was
finalised before then.

(c) DADHC would not incur the project management costs and time delays in offering the property
for sale in the open market.

(6) The Government Asset Management Committee and its Property Disposal Advisory Panel had
responsibility for providing independent oversight of the probity of the Strathallen sale process.

MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM-—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Minister for Education and
Training representing the Minister for Health—

(1) What was the total annual cost to the Greater Southern Area Health Service budget of the Mental
Health Family and Carer Support pilot program, which is being phased out between July and
September 20067

(2) In which specific locations was this program operated?

(3) How many families of mental health patients accessed this program?

(4) What is the total annual funding allocation for the new Mental Health Family and Carer Program,
announced by the Greater Southern Area Health Service Manager of Service Development and
Performance Mental Health in April 2006?

(5) In what specific locations will the proposed family and carer advocacy/support positions be located?

Answer—
The Minister for Health informs me NSW Health has provided the following advice:

(1) The annual cost to the Greater Southern Area Health Service budget for the demonstration Mental
Health Family and Carer pilot program has been $150,000 per year.
(2) The program has operated in the following communities:

Young, Goulburn, Harden, Yass, Queanbeyan, Bombala, Cooma, Bega, Braidwood and a group of
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communities around Braidwood.

(3) Approximately 600 families per year have attended the group sessions, attended for individual
support or contacted the program for information and assistance.

(4) The new "Family Sensitive Mental Health Services" program will be funded at $320,000 per annum.
This does not include NSW Department of Health funding for the Non Government Organisation
component of the new Family and Carer model.

(5) The Family and Carer Advocacy/Support Workers will be located within the Mental Health Teams in
each of the six Mental Health Clusters throughout Greater Southern Area Health Service. The
specific office locations will be dependent on where the staff members are located. Each will have
responsibility for providing a service across all communities within their Cluster.

SALE OF GOULBURN RAILWAY WORKSHOPS—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Deputy
Premier, and Minister for Transport—

(1) With regard to the 2 May statement regarding the sale of the Goulburn Railway Workshops to United
Group Rail, what specific commitments have you obtained from United Group Rail, regarding the
continued employment of the existing staff at the facility?

(2) Will this sale result in any forced redundancies of staff?

(3) Will United Rail Group guarantee continued employment of existing staff under their current
conditions?

Answer—
I am advised:

(1) Employees have been offered an enhanced redundancy package.
(2) No.
(3) Discussions between United and Goulburn staff are ongoing.

PURCHASE OF PROPERTY—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for
Transport representing the Minister for Commerce, Minister for Finance, Minister for Industrial
Relations, Minister for Ageing, Minister for Disability Services, and Vice President of the Executive
Council—

(1) On behalf of which NSW Government Department was the property at 30 Cunningham Drive Tarlo
purchased?
(2) For what purpose will this property be used?

Answer—

(1) The Department of Commerce purchased the property on behalf of the Department of Ageing,
Disability and Home Care.

(2) The property at 30 Cunningham Drive, Tarlo is currently being upgraded and modified for
occupation as a residential group home for people with disabilities.

KOSCIUSZKO NATIONAL PARK—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Attorney General, Minister for
the Environment, and Minister for the Arts—

(1) When will you finalise the draft Plan of Management for the Kosciuszko National Park?

(2) How many of the 58 National Parks and Wildlife Service recommendations that were not agreed to
by regional advisory committees during the recent meeting at Adaminaby referred to horse riding
access in the park?

Answer—

I am pleased to advise that the Kosciuszko National Park Plan of Management was released on 15 June
this year.

The Advisory Committees supported all 19 recommendations relating to horse riding that were put
forward by the Department of Environment and Conservation.

CONVENTION AND BUSINESS EVENT BIDS—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Minister for
Tourism and Sport and Recreation, Minister for Women, and Minister Assisting the Minister for State
Development—

(1) In relation to the 333 bids for conferences or business events bid for by the Sydney Visitor and
Convention Bureau (ref Question on Notice 5512), of which 214 were won, which bids were
successful, and which bids were unsuccessful, by name of event or conference?

(2) Of the unsuccessful bids in relation to (1) above, on what dates wereAwill these conferences or
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business events take place and in what locations?
Answer—

(1) The following information was released by the Sydney Convention and Visitors Bureau of confirmed
events for Sydney:

Meeting Name Date In Date Out
Mobile Wireless Internet Forum 8012001 13012001
9th World Congress of the 13012001 19012001
Theosophical Society

Taxation Institute of Australia 22032001 25032001
National Conference

Allstate Chairmans Conference 2001 |23/032001 28032001
STAR 2001 Conference 18042001 21042001
25th Medical Womens Congress 19042001 23042001

(MWIA)- Women's Health in a
Multicultural World 2001

VI Junior Men's Softball World 21042001 5052001
Championships

INTERTANKO Conference & 22042001 24042001
Exhibition

20th Congress of the International 29042001 3052001

Committee for Life Disability and
Health Assurance Medicine

(ICLAM)

International Colored Gemstones 29042001 3052001
Association Congress (ICA)

International Symposium on Circuits |6052001 9052001
and Systems (ISCAS) 2001

International Fertilizer Association 19052001 22052001
Annual Conference

20th International Conference on 201052001 25052001
Power Industry Computer

Applications (PICA)

Services Research Special Interest 26052001 28052001
Group (SERVSIG) 2001

12th IAHR Cooling Tower 1062001 4062001
Symposium

Rotary District 9680 2001 Annual 1062001 3062001
Conference

Australian Industrial & 21062001 26062001
Organisational Psychology

Conference

International Food & Agribusiness  |25062001 27062001
Management Association (IAMA)

World Congress 2001

Dreamtime 2001 1072001 18072001
International Conference on 1072001 4072001

Integrated Optics and Optical Fibre
Communications - [0OOC

Congress of the International Society |807/2001 14072001
for the Interdisciplinary Study of
Symmetry - ISIS

EuroSTAR Conferences - AsiaSTAR |9072001 13072001
2001

International Geoscience and Remote | 9072001 13072001
Sensing Symposium (IGARSS)

Federation World Group 2nd Round |21/072001 22/072001
Australia vs Switzerland

Motion Picture Experts Group 21072001 27072001

(MPEG) 2001
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7th World Congress for 19082001 24082001
Microcirculation

International Association of 3092001 9092001
Prosecutors Annual Conference and

General Meeting

XIITH International Congress of the |16092001 20092001
World Federation of Neurosurgical

Societies

72nd World Congress of the 17092001 21092001
International Association of Seed

Crushers

Intl Stereoscopic Union (ISU) 19092001 24092001
Congress

Davis Cup World Group Semi Final - {21/092001 23092001
Australia vs Sweden

8th World Congress on Intelligent 171022001 4102001
Transport Systems 2001

Coca Cola Collectors Club National |12/102001 15102001
Conference

Annual Conference of the Institute of | 167102001 18102001
Quarrying Australia

Oracle Applications User Group Asia |21/102001 24102001
Pacific (OAUG-AP) Conference

2001

8th World Congress of the World 28102001 17112001
Federation of Societies of Intensive

and Critical Care Medicine

Universal Air Travel Plan Annual 17112001 5112001
Conference and Info Search

International Metalworkers' 11/112001 15112001
Federation Congress, 2001

Herbalife Asia Spectacular 7122001 9122001
14th International Society for 31012002 4022002
Developmental Neuroscience

Biennial Congress

World Congress on the Peaceful 14022002 17022002
Reunification of China and World

Peace

General Assembly and Congress of  |203/2002 8032004
the International Tunnelling

Association

XVTH Conference & Workshop of | 10032002 15032002
the International Association of

Marine Aids to Navigation and

Lighthouse Authorities

Feta Freight Systems International 14032002 17032002
Wordwide Conference (FFSI)

Mitra Tours' Client Incentive 28032002 30032002
International Standards Organisation |8042002 9042002
(ISO) TC588C4 Meeting

National Conference of the American | 9042002 14042002
Board of Trial Advocates 2002

Avatar Master Course 13042002 21042002
International meeting on Strabismus |17/042002 20042002
International Ocular Inflammation 21042002 26042002
Society Conference

International Symposium on Uveitis |21042002 25042002
XXIXTH International Congress of |21/042002 25042002

Ophthalmology - IFOS
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XIVTH World Congress of 5052002 9052002
Cardiology - ISFC

Institute of Municipal Management | 10052002 13052002
National Conference

Australian Library and Information | 19052002 22052002
Association Conference

ICOMIA/IFBSO Joint Congress 26052002 29052002
Reliance Client Incentive 20062002 23062002
18th International Conference on 15072002 19072002
Numerical Methods in Fluid

Dynamics 2002

International Conference on Plasma | 15072002 19072002
Physics

International Conference of the Y's 1082002 4082002
Men's Clubs

Harvard Project For Asian and 15082002 18082002
International Relations

International Road Federation Asia | 1092002 5092002
Pacific Conference 2002

PIANC/AIPCN 2002 - 30th 22092002 26092002
International Navigation Congress

World Congress on Microwave and 22092002 26092002
Radio Frequency Processing

World Congress on Osteoarthritis 22092002 25092002
6th International Conference on 30092002 4102002
Rotor Dynamics

Joint Meeting of British and 17102002 4102002
Australia-New Zealand Colleges of

Obstetricians and Gynaecologists

Aust & NZ College of Mental Health | 15102002 18102002
Nurses Regional Meeting

4th Australasian Water Law and 24102002 251022002
Policy Conference

XLVI International Union of 27/1022002 317102002
Lawyers Congress

4th National Conference of the 7112002 10112002
Insurance Advisors Association of

Australia

Gartner Group SymposiumyITxpo, 127112002 157112002
2002

Countrywide Annual National 167112002 18112002
Conference 2002

International Symposium on 11122002 3122002
Ceramics in Medicine - Bioceramics

15

Pacific Rim Conference of the 17122002 4/122002
Electronic Retailing Association

Pathways National Conference 17122002 5122002
Hill-Rom Global Sales & Marketing |6012003 9012003
Staff Meeting

Lehman & Associates Client 2022003 5022003
Incentive

Toyota Thailand Challenge of 5022003 9022003
Champions Incentive Program

Coaltrans Australia 2003 8032003 11032003
Prudential Financial Korea Incentive |16032003 19032003
Program

15th Conference of the Intl Soc for  |23032003 25032003

Postural & Gait Research
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11th International Symposium on 6042003 10042003
Viral Hepatitis & Liver Disease 2003

Society of Australasian Social 25042003 28042003
Psychology Conference

Annual Scientific Meeting of the 12052003 16052003
Australian Association of

Neurologists

Congress of the Asian Association of | 12052003 16052003
Paediatric Surgeons (AAPS)

Australian Medical Association 30052003 1062003
National Conference

Market Australia NMTSS 5062003 7062003
Convention

6th International Symposium on 15062003 18062003
Paediatric Pain

International Conference on Care and | 22062003 25062003
Housing for the Ageing

Asian Pacific Tourism Research 6072003 8072003
Association Conference

5th International Congress on 7072003 11072003
Industrial and Applied Mathematics

25th General Assembly of the 12072003 23072003
International Astronomical Union -

IAU

25th Annual International 24072003 28072003
Conference of the IEEE -

Engineering in Medicine and Biology

Society (EMBS)

Conference of the International 30072003 3082003
Lactation Consultants Association

XII International Workshop on 3082003 8082003
Glasses, Ceramics, Hybrids and

Nanocomposites from Gels

13th Intl Confed for Plastic, 10082003 15082003
Reconstructive & Aesthetic Surgery

15th International Symposium on 10082003 14082003
Radiopharmaceutical Chemistry

Health Informatics Society of 10082003 12082003
Australia National Conference

Associated Incentive Travel Client 11082003 16082003
Incentive

World Jurist Assoc Congress 2003 17082003 21082003
20th World Congress on Medical 24082003 29082003
Physics & Biomedical Engineering

Dermalogica Spa Convention 2003 |26/082003 27082003
Soroptimist International Convention |27082003 1082003
2003

57th Annual Congress of the 1092003 6092003
International Fiscal Association - IFA

International Congress of 5092003 8092003
Pharmaceutical Sciences

FDI Annual World Dental Congress | 18092003 21092003
Marine Safety 2003 Conference 23092003 24092003
International Congress on Law and  |30092003 3102003
Mental Health 2003

Krasdale Foods Incentive Program 167102003 18102003
2003

National Pro Bono Conference 2071022003 21/1022003
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Gartner Group SymposiumyITxpo, 117112003 14112003
2003

Kia Motors Incentive 25112003 28112003
Pfizer China Incentive 2122003 6122003
Pfizer Taiwan Incentive 3122003 7122003
Asia Paints Incentive Program 2003 |4/122003 6122003
World Federation of Societies of 8022004 12022004
Biological Psychiatry 2004

SANS Computer & Information 12022004 17022004
Security Training Conference

Krompac 2003 22022004 25022004
AITD National Meeting 10032004 12032004
Conference of the International 25032004 30032004
Federation of Airline Pilots

Association

AIA Insurance Hong Kong 27032004 29032004
Enviro 2004 28032004 31032004
Ausbuild 2004 31032004 4042004
Muang Thai Life Insurance Thailand |7/042004 10042004
The Shephard Group - UV Asia 17042004 22042004
Pacific 2004 Conference and

Exhibition

Tap Pharmaceuticals 22042004 30042004
Variety International Conference 27042004 3052004
China Life Insurance Incentive 2004 | 12052004 14052004
7th World Biomaterials Congress 17052004 21052004
Undersea & Hyperbaric Medical 26052004 29052004
Society Annual Scientific Meeting,

2004

ING Life Insurance Taiwan Incentive | 1062004 3062004
Program

ICICI Insurance India 9062004 11062004
Nan Shan Insurance Incentive 10062004 12062004
International Conference of the 18062004 26062004
Institute of Internal Auditors 2004

Association of Australasian IB 3072004 7072004
Schools Conference

International Symposium 407/2004 7072004
on Forecasting

World Congress on Medical Law 1082004 5082004
International Conference on Cancer |8082004 12082004
Nursing

Agriculture Australia 9082004 11082004
Woolworths Limited 3rd National 15082004 18082004
Conference

International Congress of Eye 29082004 3092004
Research

Tourism Industry Council Annual 2092004 3092004
Conference

19th World Energy Congress 5092004 9092004
AIA Indonesia Incentive 6092004 8092004
AIA Insurance Thailand 24092004 27092004
Asian-Pacific Aquaculture 27092004 29092004
World Congress of the International | 1/102004 4102004
Council of Medical Acupuncture

Australian International Education 5102004 8102004

Conference
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Associated Food Stores Incentive 117102004 15102004
Traumacare 2004 - Intl Trauma 15102004 17102004
Anesthesia & Critical Care Society

BIG 4 Holiday Parks 2004 National |17/102004 201102004
Conference

Gray Line Worldwide Annual 18102004 221022004
Meeting and Marketing Conference

International Conference on Auditory | 1/11/2004 4112004
Display

Inaugural McDonalds Worldwide 7112004 117112004
Managers Conference

12th National Ecotourism 8112004 12112004
Conference

11th International Congress on 14112004 18112004
Antiphospholipid Antibodies

Gartner Group Symposium/ITxpo, 16112004 19112004
2004

International Convention of 28122004 30122004
Vietnamese Physicians, Dentists &

Pharmacists of the Free World

Amway China 6012005 27012005
International Association for Public |503/2005 8032005
Participation - IAP2 - Asia Pacific

Conference

Client Meeting - Sara Lee Direct 7032005 9032005
Selling

Wyeth Philippines National Sales 9032005 14032005
Conference 2005

Amway Taiwan 2005 Leadership 12032005 14032005
Seminar

Citic-Prudential Supreme Club 2005 |21/032005 23032005
International Myeloma Workshop 10042005 14042005
Cathay Life 2005 Summit 16042005 19042005
Danks National Conference 18042005 22042005
E.Excel Ambassadors Overseas Trip |20052005 25052005
2005

Market Australia Convention 10062005 11062005
International Conference on Mobile |1207/2005 13072005
Business

Country Public Library Association |19072005 22072005
Conference

Congress of the International Society | 1082005 6082005
of Development Biologists - ISDB

26th Congress of the International 6082005 12082005
Society on Thrombosis &

Haemostasis

11th World Congress of Sport 14082005 19082005
Psychology

International Allelopathy Society 21082005 26082005
Conference

World Congress on Pain, 2005 21082005 26082005
Annual Meeting of the International |24/082005 28082005
Society for Hair Restoration Surgery

National Library & Information 6092005 9092005
Technicians Conference

Seafood Directions 12092005 14092005
ING Life Insurance Hong Kong 17092005 19092005

Incentive
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Asia Pacific Congress on Uro- 21092005 23092005
Oncology

Small Enterprise Association of 25092005 28092005
Australia and New Zealand Annual

Meeting

Annual International Aviation Fire 5102005 7102005
Protection Association Conference

IEEE Lasers and Electro-Optics 23/102005 27102005
Society Annual Meeting (LEOS)

Congress of the International 25102005 29102005
Rhinologic Society

Congress of the International 3171022005 5112005
Association of Paediatric Dentistry

Gartner Group Symposium/ITxpo, 1112005 4112005
2005

18th World Congress of Neurology | 5112005 13/112005
Amway Japan Diamond Forum 17122005 4122005
Meeting

Sunrider Asia Regional Incentive 14032006 17032006
2006

International Congress of 21042006 24042006
Behavioural Optometry

16th Annual Interpacific Bar 30042006 3052006
Association Conference

Beefsteak & Burgundy Club 5052006 7052006
International Meeting

International Christian Medical and | 7072006 11072006
Dental Association Student

Conference

International Christian Medical and | 11072006 16072006
Dental Association World Congress

International Conference on 17072006 21072006
Computational Linguistics

(COLING)

44th Annual Conference of the 20072006 24072006
Association for Computational

Linguistics (ACL-06)

World Congress of Occupational 234072006 28072006
Therapists

Fifth World Fujianese Fellowship 27072006 30072006
Conference

10th National PHAA Immunisation |3007/2006 1082006
Conference2nd Asia Pacific

Immunisation Conference

13th International Heat Transfer 13082006 18082006
Conference

Silent Win 22/082006 24/082006
People to People Worldwide 23082006 27082006
Conference

18th Convocation of the Royal 31082006 3092006
Australasian College of Dental

Surgeons

ATA Singapore 2006 1092006 4092006
International Congress on Obesity - |3092006 7092006
ICO

Congress of the International Society | 10092006 14092006
for Biomedical Research on

Alcoholism (ISBRA)

International Congress of 10092006 14092006

Neuropsychiatry
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National Parks and Leisure
Conference

17092006

20092006

Conference of the Australian
Association of Exercise and Sports
Science

29092006

171022006

Gartner Group Symposium/ITxpo,
2006

171022006

4102006

Sibos

9102006

137102006

Joint Conference of the Asia Pacific
Quality AssociatiooQUALCON

171022006

207102006

Local Government Association
(LGA) Conference 2006

29102006

/112006

International Conference of Port
Cities

5112006

9112006

World Congress on Women's Health
Issues

15112006

18112006

ACSPRI National Social Science
Methodology Conference

1171222006

13122006

Board Meeting of the International
Association of Financial Crimes
Investigators (IAFCI)

18012007

22012007

Critical Link 5: 5th International
Conference on Interpreting in Legal,
Health & Social Service Settings

5022007

8022007

Australian Tourism and Hospitality
Research Conference (CAUTHE)

11022007

14022007

Institute of Welding International
Congress

1032007

5032007

National Rural Health Conference

8032007

11032007

International Federation of Societies
for Surgery of the Hand &
International Federation of Societies
of Hand Therapists

11032007

15032007

International Corrugated Case
Association and World
Containerboard Organisation Joint
Conferences

13032007

16032007

Radiology International Congress

17032007

25032007

International Conference on
Rainwater Catchment Systems

1042007

5042007

XVIII World Congress of the WAS -
1st World Congress for Sexual
Health

150422007

19042007

Lions Clubs Multiple District 201
Convention

1052007

4052007

Speech Pathology Australia National
Conference

27052007

31052007

International Society for Cellular
Therapy Conference

12062007

15062007

DFK International Annual
Conference

1072007

3072007

Annual Conference of the
International Association of Music
Libraries, Archives &
Documentation Centres

1072007

7072007

XVIII International Conference on
Relativity and Gravitation (GR18)

8072007

14072007

International Congress on
Heterocyclic Chemistry

15072007

20072007
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International AIDS Society 22072007 25072007
Conference on HIV Pathogenesis,

Treatment and Prevention

Association for Behavior Analysis 12082007 14082007
International Convention

Congress of the World Small Animal | 19082007 23082007
Veterinary Association (WSAVA)

2007 World Airline Road Race 1092007 3092007
Congress of the International Society | 1092007 5092007
for Rotary Blood Pumps

Inaugural South East Asian Natural | 1092007 4092007
Healthcare Congress

World Junior Flatwater 7092007 9092007
Championships

7th IDBF World Dragon Boat Racing | 16092007 23092007
Championships

Annual Convention of the 24092007 27092007
International Pipeline & Offshore

Contractors Association

Meetings of the Asia-Pacific 17102007 5102007
Metrology Programme (APMP)

6th Congress of Asia Pacific 307102007 2112007
Symposium on Cochlear Implant and

Related Sciences

Silent Win 28112007 30112007
Young Presidents' Organization 1022008 4022008
Global Leadership Conference

International Brick Block Masonry | 17022008 20022008
Conference

International Conference on 1062008 5062008
Electronic Materials [UMRS-ICEM

International Symposium on 1072008 4072008
Environmental Biotechnology

World Congress of Theoretical and  |9072008 14072008
Computational Chemists (WATOC)

World Youth Day 14072008 20072008
World Congress of the 10082008 16082008
Transplantation Society

International Commission for Optics |31082008 4092008
(ICO) Congress

World Congress of the Society of 8092008 11092008
Environmental Toxicology and

Chemistry (SETAC)

Annual Meeting of the International | 18092008 21092008
Association of Cancer Registries

Australian and New Zealand Solar 1102008 21022008
Energy Society (Solar 2008)

Conference

ISES Asia Pacific Regional 1102008 4102008
Conference

CIML 2008 - International 267102008 1112008
Conference on Legal Metrology

Metropolis Congress 2008 27102008 307102008
Conference of the Western Pacific 3071102008 2112008
Association of Critical Care

Medicine

Meeting of the International Bone 21032009 25032009
and Mineral Society

11th Congress of the International 1052009 5052009

Association of Colour
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International Congress of Societas 7052009 12052009
Liturgica

Congress of the International Society | 1082009 4082009
of Autonomic Neuroscience (ISAN)

World Congress of the International |23/082009 29082009
Industrial Relations Association

Meeting of the World Federation for |30082009 3092009
Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology

- WFUMB

World Congress on Oils and Fats 1092009 5092009
incorporating the International

Society for Fat Research

XXVth World Congress of Pathology | 11092009 5092009
and Laboratory Medicine

World Congress of the International |2092009 4092009
Society for Labour & Social Security

Law

7th International Orthodontic 5022010 9022010
Congress

International Federation of Surveyors | 11042010 15042010
(FIG) Congress

World Conference on Women and 1052010 4052010
Sport

International Symposium on the 1052010 5052010
Forensic Sciences

64th International Institute of 16052010 20052010
Municipal Clerks Annual Conference

Lions Clubs International Convention |27/062010 11072010
11th International Symposium on the |407/2010 8072010
Genetics of Industrial

Microorganisms

Silent Win 1082010 5082010
Annual Conference of the 12082010 15082010
Audiological Society of Australia

20th Triennial Congress of the 14082010 19082010
International Commission for

Acoustics

Civil Engineering Conference in the |1092010 3092010
Asian Region (CECAR)

4th Scientific Meeting of the Asian 26092010 29092010
Pacific Menopause Federation

World Congress for Psychotherapy | 1072011 6072011
26th Asia Pacific Academy of 1082011 5082011
Ophthalmology Congress

Congress of the International 1012012 7012012
Federation for Home Economics

21st Congress of the International 1092012 4092012
Association of Disability and Oral

Health

International Congress of Dietetics | 11092012 5092012
Scientific Meeting of the 29092012 3102012
International Society of Hypertension

Rotary International Convention 1052014 4052014

(2) The information on unsuccessful bids is commercially sensitive and is not provided. The Sydney
Convention and Visitors Bureau continues to work on these bids to secure them for Sydney at some later
stage.

*0088 DONATIONS TO GOULBURN BASE HOSPITAL—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Minister for
Education and Training representing the Minister for Health—
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For what purpose was the $7,400 donated to the Goulburn Base Hospital on 31 March 2005 by the NSW
Fire Brigade, based in Goulburn, used?

Answer—
The Minster for Health advises me:

The upgrade of the Children's Ward playground at Goulburn Base Hospital is being undertaken by
Convoy for Kids who, along with the NSW Fire Brigade, have donated funds for this project. The total
cost is estimated at $12,500. The funds have been placed in a specific Special Purpose & Trust account
for this purpose. The upgrade is planned to commence in August’September 2006 with completion
expected by the end of September 2006.

CLOSURE OF LEVEL CROSSING AT MARULAN—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Deputy
Premier, and Minister for Transport—

(1) With reference to your decision to permanently close the level crossing at Marulan at rail kilometres
193.620, why did you not take into account the concerns of the NSW Rural Fire Service about
increasing response time for emergency vehicles operating from the Marulan RFS Fire Shed and
attending emergency situations in the housing development on the north-west side of the railway
line?

(2) As the response time for emergency vehicles to this area will now increase by up to 14 minutes, what
alternative arrangements have you made to ensure the residents of Marulan receive the same level of
protection from the Rural Fire Service that was previously available to them?

Answer—
I am advised:

The decision was made by RailCorp's Level Crossings Unit on the basis that motorists have limited
sighting of approaching trains due to the topography of the land. There was the additional risk to
motorists that a train travelling in one direction could mask a train travelling in the opposite direction.

On the basis of these risk factors and the fact that there was a safer alternative crossing (a bridge over the
rail line) within 820 metres, the crossing was recommended for closure.

I am advised that the increased travel time to the safer alternative crossing is 121 seconds at signposted
speed limits. The lengthy delays that used to occur due to trains using and/or standing over the old level
crossing are also avoided.

ASSESSMENT OF SPECIAL TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the
Minister for Education and Training—

With regard to the significant correspondence regarding the approval of special transport assistance for
one of my constituents, (your RML 06838 dated 19 April 2006, RML 0696 and RML 06232 dated 10
February 2006 and RML 055822 dated 15 December 2005 refers) will you now reassess the suitability of
Mr A Dalmonte in his role as a decision maker for these applications for special transport assistance?

Answer—

The Special Student Transport Unit and its senior officers have a role to assess applications for access to
the School Student Special Transport Scheme (SSSTS) in accordance with established policy and
guidelines.

Following the supply of additional information, the circumstances relating to your constituent's
application were reviewed and special transport assistance is being provided.

The Department of Education and Training is currently undertaking a review of the procedures for
assessing applications for access to special transport assistance. This will include the student eligibility
assessment process as well as the appeals process.

HOME CARE IN GOULBURN—Ms Katrina Hodgkinson asked the Deputy Premier, and Minister for
Transport representing the Minister for Commerce, M