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' VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

" LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 16 AUGUST, 1898.

. OpENING oF Paruianst:—The House met at Twelve o'elock at N oon, pursuant to a Proclamation
of His Excellency the Governor, hearing date the ninth day of August, 1893, of which a copy was
read by the Clerk, as follows :— '

“ NEw Souru WA'LES,} Proclamation by His Excellency the Right Honorable Hexny RosErr,

* to wit. . .
. C()L‘_‘:_) Viscoust Haneprr, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony
* Hasrrpex, of New South Wales and ils Dependencies,

¢ Governor.

“ In pursuance of the power and authority vested in me as such Governor as aforesaid, by virtue
“ of the Act intituled * An Aot fo confer a Constitution on New South Wales and to grant a Civil
“ List to Her Majesty, as assented to by Her Majesty under the anthority of the Act of the
“ Imperial Parliament, passed in the Session of the eighteenth nnd nineteenth years of the reign
“ of Her said Majesty, intituled * An Act fo enable Her Majesty to assent to a Bill as amended of
“ the Legislature of New South Wules to confer a Constitution on New South Wales and to grant
“ @ Civil List to Her Majesty 1 do hereby proclaim that a Session of the Legislative Council and
“ Legislative Assembly for the Colony of New South Wales, for the despateh of business, shall
“ commence and be hiolden on Tuesday, the sixtcenth day of Angust instant, st twelve o'clock at
“noon, in the buildings known as the Legislative Council Chambers, in Macquarie-street, in
“ the City of Sydney: And the members of the said Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly
“ respectively are hereby required to give their attendance at the said time and place accordingly.

“ Given under my Hand and Seal, at Government House, Sydney, this ninth day of August,
“im the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and in the
* sixty-second yoar of Her Majesty's Reign.

“ By His Exceilency's Command,
‘ « JAMES N. BRUNKER.

“GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!”

. Wars or Brrcrios:—The Clerk announced that he had received, through the Honorable the
Chief Secretary, a correct List, without any omission, certified by His Ezcellency the Governor,
of the names of the several persons returned to serve in the Legislative Assembly of New South

Wales, together with the respective Writs upon which they were 8o returned.

Names of Members returned. Flectoral Districts for which returned.
Abbott, Joseph Palmer ... .. Wentworth.
Affleck, Wilbam ... ... Yass.

. Anderson, George .., ... Waterloo.
Archer, William .., ... Burwood.
Ashton, James ... Goulburn.
Barnes, John Frederick ... ... Gundaga:
Bennett, Walter ... ... Durham.
Brown, Thomas ... ... Condoublin,
Brunker, James Nizon ... ... [East Maitland.
Byrne, Frank A. ... ... Hay.
Campbell, Alexander ... Kiama.
Campbell, Archibald «. Illawarra.

Cann,



VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY.

16tk August, 1898.

Names of Members returned.

Caunn, John Henry...

Carroll, James Greorge .
Carruthers, Joseph Hector
Chanter, John Moore

Chapman, Austin

Chapman, Henry ...

Clark, Edward Mann

Clarke, Franeis

Claxke, Henry

Clarke, Thomas ...

Cohen, John Jacob...

Cook, Joseph
Copeland, Henry ...
Cotton, Francis ... .
Crick, William Patrick
Cruickshank, George Alexander ...
Dacey, John Rowland

Davis, David

Daws William Walter

Dick, "William Thomas

Dight, Charles Rilton

Donaldson, Rebert ..

Edden, Alfred

Ewing, Thomas Thompson

I*egan John Lionel -
Ferguson, William John ...
Ferris, William John
FitzGerald, Robert George Dundas
Fltzpatrlck John Charles Lueas ...
Titzpatrick, Thomas

Garland, John

Grillies, John

Goodwin, Thomas IIenry Hall
Gormly, Tames

Graham, James ..

Griflith, Arthur il
Griftith, Thomas Huoter ...
Harris, Mm,thew
Hassall, Thomas Heury ..
Hawthorne, John Stuart ...
Hayes, James

H'wnua, John.

Hogue, Janes Alesander .

Hohnm) William Arthar .
Howurth, George ...
Hughes, William Morris .
Hurley, William Fergus

Jessep, Thomas

Kidd, John ... .

Law, Sydney James

TLee, Charles Alfred

Lees, S8amuel Edward

Levien, Kobert Henry

Lyne, William John

- Maedonald, Hugh ... ..
Mackay, James Alexander Kenncth
Mahony, William Ilenry

MeCourt, William ..
Manr]anc, John ... .

MeGowan, James Sinclair Tay]m -

McL&ughlm John .. e
McLean, Francis Fdw'lrd .
\Iewher, Richard Denis ...
Mll]ﬂd‘d William ...

Miller, Gusta,ve Thomas Omhsle
Molesworth Edmund William
Moore, Samuel Wilkinson...
Morgan, Williamn

Neild, Yohn Cash ...

Nelson, Arthur David
Newman, Henry William ..
Nicholson, John Barnes
Nobbs, John

(O’Conor, Broughton Barnabas
O'Sullivan, Bdward William
Parkes, Vm'ney .
Perry, John...

Phillips, Simecn

Electoral Districts for which retmrned.

Broken Hill,

The Lachlan,

St. George.

Deniliquin.

Braidwood.

Sydney—Fitzroy Division.

St. Leonards.

The Hastings and The Macleny.
Bega.

. - Darlington.

Petersham.

Hartley. :
Sydney—Thillip Division,
Newtown—Camperdown Division.
West Maequame

Inverell.

Botany.

The Shoalhaven. °
Bourke. )
Newcastle East.
Singleton.

Tumut.

Kahibah.

Lismore:

Wickham.

Start.

Parramatta.

Robertson.

Riylstone.

The Murrumbidgee.
Woollahra,

‘West Maitland.
(Grunnedah.

Wagga Wagga,
Sydney—Belmore Division.
Waratah.

Albury.

Sydney—Denison Division.
Moree.

Leichhardt.

The Murray.

Wellington.

Glebe.

Grenfell.

.- Willou ghby.

Sydney—Lang Division.
Macquarie.
Waverley.
Camden,
Balmain South.
Tenterfield.
The Nepean.
Guirindi.

The Hume. . -
Coonamble,
Boorowa.
Armnandale.
Bowral.

The Clarence.
Redfern.
Raleigh.
Marrickville.
The Tweed.
Moruya.
Monaro.
Newtown—FErskine Division.

..~ Bingara.

The H Imwkesburv
Paddington.
Sydney—ZFlinders DIVIEIOD
Orange.

Woronora.

Granville.

Sherbrooke.

Queanbeyan.

Canterbury.

Ballina.

Dubbo. Piddington,
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Names of Members returned.
Piddington, William Henry Burgess
Price, Richard Atkinson
Pyers, Robort
Quinn, Patrick Edward ...
Reid, Georre Houstoun
Reymond, Toseph Bernard
Richards, Edwin
Rige, William
Rose, Thomas
Ross, Andrew
Rous, Hugh ...
Sawers, William .., v
See, John ...

Sleath, Richard

Smith, Samuel
Spence, William Guthrie ...
Spruson, Wilfred Joseph ...
Stevenson, Richard..,

- Sterey, David
Suttor, Franeis Bathurst ..
Terry, Edward

Thomas, Josiah .
Thomson, Dugald ...
Thomson, James

‘Waddell, Thomas

‘Watkins, David .
Watson, John Christian
Whiddon, Samuel Thomas...
Wilks, William Henry ..
Willis, William Nicholas ...
‘Wilson, Charles Graham ...
Wise, Bernhard Ringrose ...
Wood, William Herbert ...
‘Wright, Francis Angustus

Tilectoral Districts for which returned.

Uralla-Walcha.
Gloucester.

The Richmond.
Sydney—DBligh Division.
Sydney—King Division,
Ashburnham,

Mudgee.

Newtown-—St, Peter’s Division.
Argyle.

Molong.

Narrabr,

Tamworth,

Girafton.

Wilecannia.
Sydney—Pyrmont Division,
Cobar.
Sydney—Gippy Division.
Northumberland.
Randwick.

Bathurst,

Ryde.

Alma.

‘Warringah.

Newcastle West.
Cowra.

Wallsend.

Youne.

Syduey—Cook Division.
Balmain North,

The Barwon,

Armidale.

Ashfield,
Eden-Bombala.

Glen Innes.

Young, James Henry . ... The Manning.

3. MEessacr TroM Tup CoMMIssTONERs:—The Usher of the Black Rod being admitted, delivered a
Message, that, “‘The Commissioners request the immediate attendance of this Honorable House
*“in the Legisiative Council Chamber, to hear the Commission fur opening Parliament read.” -

The House went, and the President said .—

* Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Couneil and Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly,—
“ His Excellency the Governor not deeming it fit to be personally present heve this day, has been
*“ pleased to canse a Commission to be issued, under the Great Seal of the Colony, constituting us
* Commissioners to do all things necessary to be performed by the Governor in the name and on
“ the part of Her Majesty the Queen, or in the name and on the part of His Ezccllency the
‘ Glovernor of the Colony, in order to the opening and helding of this Parliament, as will more
“ fully appear by the Commission itself, which must now be read.”

‘Whereupon the Clerk, by direction of the President, read the said Commission, as follows : —

* Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britoin and Ireland, Queen,
“ Defender of the Faith, and so forth.

“ To all to whom thesc presents shall come,
“ Greeting :

“ WrrREas, by Proclamation made on the ninth day of August instant, His ¥xcellency the Right
“ Honorable HEsnY Rorert, Vigcousr Hamenex, our Governor and Commander-in-Chief of our
*“ Colony of New South Wales, did, in pursuance of the power and authority vested in him as
“ Governor and Commander-in-Chief of our szid Colony, by virtue of the Act of the late Legislature
“ thereof, intituled © dn dct o confer & Constitution on Now South Whales and to grant « Civil List
" to Her Mugesty, as assented to by us, proclaim that s Session of the Legislative Council and Legis-
* lative Assembly constituted under the said Act, and composing the Parliament of oursaid Colony
“ of New South Wales, should commence and be helden on Tuesday, the sixteenth day of August
“ ingtant : And whereas, for certain eauses, our said Governor and Commander-in-Chief cannot
* conveniently be present in person at the opening of the said Session: Now know ye, that we,
“trusting in the discretion, fidelity, and care of our trusty and well-beloved the Honorable Sir
“ John Lackey, K.CM.G., President of the said Legislative Council, the Honorable Andrew
Y Garran, LL.D., Vice-President of our Exeeutive Council of our said Colony, and the Honorable
“ Archibald Hamilton Jacob, Members of the said Legislative Council, do, with the advice of our
“ Executive Council of our said Colony, give and grant by the tenor of thesc presents unto the
“ gaid Sir John Lackey, Andrew Garran, and Archibald Hamilton Jacob, so being such President
* and Members of the said Legislative Council, or any two of them, full power in our name to open
“and hold the said Session of the sald Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly on the said |
“ sixteenth day of August or subsequent day, on our behalf, to do all things necessary to be done
““in our name or in the name of our Governor of our said Colony, in and about the opening and
“ holding of the said Parliamant, and to do all sueh other things as may be specially necessar%'lto
‘" enable
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“ enable Parliament to perform acts which admit of no delay ; commandiog also by the tenor of

“ these presents all whom it concerns to meet in the said Parliament that to the said Sir John
“ Lackey, Andrew Giarran, and Archibald Hamilton Jacob, or any two of them, they diligently
“ attend 1n the premises in the form aforesaid.

“ In testimony whereof, we have caused these, our Letters, to be made patent, and the
 Great Seal of our said Colony to be hereunto aflixed.

“ Witness our right trusty and well-beloved Cousin, Hexny Roprrr, Viscourt HaMroEN,
“ gur Governor and Commander-in-Chief of our Colony of New South Wales and its
 dependencies, ab Government House, Sydney, in our said Colony, this fifteenth day of
 August, in the sixty-sccond year of our reign, and in the year of our Lord one thousand
‘ gight hundred and ninety-eight. : :

- “ HAMPDEN,

“ By His Excellency's Command,
*“ JAMES N. BRUNEKER."

The Members of both Houses being then seated at the request of the President,—
The President said,— N o

“ Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly,—
* We have it in command from the Governor to let you know,—That after Members of the
“ Legislative Assembly shall have been sworn, the causes of His Excellency calling this Parliament
“ will be declared to you; and it being necessary that o Speaker of the Legislative Assembly be
“ first chosen, it is His Excellency’s pleasure that you, Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly,
“ repair to your own Chamber, and thers proceed to the election of one of your number to be
“ your Speaker,”

And the House haviog returned,—

Comissrox To AoMINisTER Qarn 70 Mewsers:—The Clerk informed the Assembly that he had

received through the office of the Chief Secretary, a Commission under the hand of His
Excellency the Governor, and bearing the Seal of the Territory, authorising the Right Honorable
George Houstoun Reid, P.C., Colonial Treasurer, the Honorable James Nixon Brunker, Esquire,
Colopial Secretary, and the Honorable Joseph Hector Carruthers, Esquire, Secretary for Lands, to
administer the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance to the Queen, required by law to be taken or
made and subseribed by every Member before he shall be permitted to sit or votein the Legislative
Assembly,-—which Commission the Clerk read, as follows : —

“ By HMis Ezcellency the Right Honorable Hesny Ronent, Viscovsy Hayvows, Governor and
“ Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies.
# To all to whom these presents shall come,—
¥ Greeting : ' 7
“ Ix pursuance of the authority in me vested in that behalf, I, Hexry Ronenr, Viscovst HaMEDER,
“ as Governor of the Colony of New South Wales, do, with the advice of the Fxecutive Council
“ thereof, hereby anthorise the Right Honorable Georpe Houstoun Reid, P.C., Colonial Treasurer,
“ the Honorable James Nixon Brunker, Esquire, Colonial Secretary, and the Honorable Joseph
“ Hector Carruthers, Esquire, Secretary for Lands, Members of the Legislative Assembly, or any
“ one or more of them, to administer to all or any Members or Member of the said Legislative
“ Assembly the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance to the Queen, required by law to be taken or
“ made and subseribed by every such Member before he shall be permitted to sit or vote in the
“ gaid Legislative Assembly. .

“ Given under my Hand nnd the Seal of the Colony of New South Wales, at Government
““ House, Sydney, in the Colony aforesaid, this thirteenth day of August, in the year of

“ pur Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and in the sixty.second year of

“ tha Reign of Her Majesty (Jueen Victoria.

. “* HAMPDEN.

“ By His Focellency's Command,
* JAMES N. BRUNKER™

5. MEMDERS swors :—The Right Honorable George Houstoun Reid, P.C., took and subscribed the Oath

of Allegiance himself, and administered the same to the two other Commissioners, the Honorable
James Nixon Brunker and the Honorable Joseph Hector Carruthers, and then the Commissioners
respectively signed the Roll of the House, and administered the Oath to all the other Members
present,—the Clerk producing the several Writs returning them, and the Membera signing the Roll

. as they were severally called to the Table, viz. :—Sir Joseph Palmer Abbott, K.CM.G. William

Affleck, Esquire. George Anderson, Esquire. William Archer, Esquire. James Ashton, Esquire.
John Frederick Barnes, Esquire. Walter Bennett, Esquire. Thomas Brown, Esquire. Francis
Arthur Byrne, Esquire. Archibald Campbell, Esquire. John Henry Cann, Esquire. James George

- Carroll, Esquire. John Moore Chanter, Esquire. Austin Chapman, Esquire. Henry Chapman,

Esquire. Edward Mann Clark, Es%uire. Fraocis Clarke, Esquire. Henry Clarke, Esquire.
Thomas Clarke, Esquire, John Jacob Cohen, Bsquire. The Fonorable Joseph Cook, Eaquire.
The Honorable Henry Copeland, Esquire. Francis Cotton, Esq. William Patrick Crick, Esquire.
(eorge Alexander Cruickshank, Esquire., John Rowland Dacey, Esquire. David Daviz, Esquire.
William Walter Davis, Esquire. William Thomas Dick, Esquire. Charles Hilton Dight, Esquire
Robert Donaldson, Esquire. Alfred Edden, Esquire. Thomas Thomson Ewing, Esquire. " John
Lionel Fegan, Esquire. William John Ferguson, Esquire. William John Ferris, I%s%uire.

obert
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Robert George Dundas FitzGerald, Baquire. John Charles Luecas Fitzpatrick, Esquire. Thomas
Fitzpatrick, Esquire. John Garland, Hsquire. Thomas Henry Hall Goodwin, Esquire. James
Gormly, Ysquire. James Graham, Besquire, M.D. Arthur Hill Griflith, Esquire. Thomas
Hunter Griffith, Esquire. Matthew Harris, Esquire. Thomas Henry Hassall, Esquire. John
Stuart Hawthorne, Esquire. James Hayes, Esquire. John Haynes, Esquire. James Alexander
Hogue, Esquire. Willisam Arthur Holman, Bsquire. George Howarth, Esquire. William Morris
Hughes, Esquire. William Fergus Hurley, Esquire. Thomas Jessep, Xsquire. Johm Xidd,
Esquire. Sydney James Law, Esquire. Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire. Samuel Edward Lees,
Esquire. Robert Heory Levien, Esquire. William John Lyme, Esquire. Hugh Macdonald,
Esquire. James Alexander Keoneth Mackay, Fsquire. William Henry Biaiony, Esquire.
William MeCourt, Esquire. John MeFarlane, Eequire. James Sipelair Taylor McGowen,
Bsquire.  John McLaughlin, Esquire.  Francis Edward McLean, Esquire. ~ Richard Denis
Meagher, Esquire. William Millard, Esquire. Gustave Thomas Carlisle Miller, Esquire.
Bdmund William Molesworth, BEsquire. Samnel Wilkinson Moore, Esquire. William Morgan,
Esquire. John Cash Neild, Esquire. Arthur David Nelgon, Esquire. John Barnes Nicholson,
Esquire. John Nobbs, Esquire. Broughton Barnabas O’Coner, FEsquire. Edward William
O’Sullivan, Esquire. Varney Parkes, Esquire. Jobn Perry, Esquire. Simeon Thillips, Esquire.
William Henry Burgess Piddington, Esquire. Richard Atkinson Price, Esquire. Robert Pyers,
Lsquire. Patrick Edward Quinn, Esquire. Joseph Bernard Reymond, Bsquire. Edwin Richards,
Esquire. Willlam Rigp, Tsguire. Thomas Rose, Esquire. Andrew Ross, Esquire, M.D.
Hugh Ross, Esquire. William Sawers, Esquire. John See, Esquire. Richard Sleath, Esquire.
Samuel Smith, Esquire. William Guthrie Spence, Esquire. Richard Stevenson, Esquire. David
Storey, Esquire. The Honorable Franeis Bathurst Suttor, Esquire. Edward Terry, Esquire.
Josiah Thomas, Esquire. Dugald Thomson, Esquire. James Thomson, Esquire. ‘Thomas
Waddell, Esquire. David Watkins, Esquire. John Christion Watson, Esquire. Samuel Thomas
Whiddon, Esquire. William Henry Wilks, Esquire. William Nicholas Willie, Esquire. Charles
Graham Wilson, Bsquire. Bernhard Ringrose Wise, Fsquire. William Herbert Wood, Esquire.
Franeis Augustus Wright, Paquire. And the Honorable James Henry Young, Esquire.

6. BrecrioN oF SPEAKER :—Dr. Graham, addressing himself to the Clerk (who, standing up, pointed to
him, and then sat down), proposed to the House for their Speaker, Str Joseph Palmer Abbott, and
moved,—* That Sir Joseph Palmer Abbott do take the Chair of this Iouse as Speaker,”—which
motion was seconded by Mr. Ewing.

The House then ealling Sir Joscph Abbott to the Chair, he stood up in his place, and expressed
the sense he entertained of the honor proposed to be conferred upon him, and submitted bimself
to the Houae.

The House then again unanimously calling him to the Chair, he was taken out of his place by
Dr. Graham and ¥r, Ewing, and conducted to the Chair, where, standing on the upper step, he
returned his acknowledgments to the House for the great honar they had been pleased to confer
-upon him by unanimously choosing him to bo again their Speaker.—

And thereupon sat down in the Chair.

Then Mr. Reid, Mr. Lyne, and Mr. McGowen respectively congratulated the Speaker,

7. ADpjourNMENT:—Mr. Reid informed the Bouse that he had ascertained that His Excellency the
(Governor would receive their Speaker at Government House To-morrow at eleven o’clock,—and
moved that this House do now adjourn until balf-past Ten o'clock To-marrasw,

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly at fourteen minutes before Two o'clock, until To-morrow at half.
past Ten o'clock.

F. W. WEBB, J. ®. ABBOTT,
Qlerk of the Legislative Assembly, Speaker.
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L. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Spoaker tock the Chair.

PresenTaTIoN oF Sreaxer:—The House proceeded to Government House to present their Speaker
to His Excellency the Governor,—
And the House having returned,—Mr, Speaker reported that the Assembly had been to Govern-
ment House, where he informed the Governor that, immediately after the opening of Parliament
yesterday, the Legislative Assembly, in the exercizse of their undoubted right, had proceeded to
the election of their Speaker,—that their choice bad fallen upon him, and that he had now to
present himself to Hig Excellency as their Speaker ;=—whereupon His Excellency was pleased to
offer him his congratulations.—That he had then, on behalf of the House, laid claim to all their
rights and privileges, and requested that the most favourable construetion should, on all oceasions,
be put upon their language and proceedings; to all which His Excellency had readily assented.

Mr..Speaker then ropeated his grateful thanks for the honor the House had been pleased to confer
upon kim. ' .

2. Spraxrr's COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER THE Oare OF ALLEGIANCE :—Mr. Speaker reported that
His Hxeellency the Governor had becn pleased to issne a Commission, under the Seal of the
Colony, empowering him to administer the Qath or Aflirmation of Allegiance to such Members as
may hereafter present themselves to be aworn,—which Commission was read at length by the
Clerk, as follows :—

“ By His Ewcellency the Right Honorable HExry Ronrrt, Viscoust Haywropey, Governor and
* Oommander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies.

“ To all to whom theso presents shall come,—
“. @reeting :

“Ix pursuance of the sauthority in me vested in {hat behalf, I, HExry RoBErr, ViscousT
“ Haxppex, as Governor of the Colony of New South Wales, do hereby authorise the Honorable
‘“ Bir Joseph Palmer Abbott, K.CM.G., Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the said Colony,
“ to administer from time to time as occasion may require, to any Member of the said Assembly,
“ to whom the same ghall not have been previously administered, the Oath or Affirmation of
“ Allegiance to Her Majesty the Queen, required by law to be taken or made and subseribed
“ by every such Moember hefore he shall be permitted to sit or vote in the said Legislative
* Assombly.”
“ Given. under my Hand and the Seal of the Colony, at Government House, Sydney, in
*“ New South Wales aforesaid, this sixteenth day of August, in the yesr of -our Lord
“ one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and in the sixty.second year of the
“ Reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, ‘
“ HAMPDEN.

“ By His Ezcellency's Oommand,
“ JAMES N. BRUNKER.”

3. Messace FroM His Excertexcy mie Goviryor :—The Usher of the Black Rod being admitted,
delivered the following Message :—

“ MR. SPEAKER,— :

¢ It is the pleasure of the Glovernor that this Honorable House do attend His Excellency
“ immediately in the Legislative Council Chamber.”
The House went,—and being returned, adjourned, on motion of Mr, Beid, at & quarter after
Twelvé o'clock until Tour o'clock This Day. ;

The
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The Heuse resumed pursuant to adjournment.

4. AssEst 10 Birws :—Mr, Speaker acquainted the House that during the recess he had received the
following Messages from His Excellency the Governor :—

(1) Parliamentary Elections (Polling) Bilt:—

HAMPDEN, Megsage No. 1.
Governor. :

A Bill, intituled * An Act to extend the time for polling at Parliamentary Eleclions,”-—
as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor
for the Royal Aasent, His Tixcelleney has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill,
and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the
proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, Sth July, 189S,

(2.) Naturalization and Denization Bill :—
HAMPDER, . oo .o . Message No. 2.
Governor.’ ' ' ' ' :
A Bill, intituied * An Adct o consolidate the laws relating to the Naturalization and Deniza-
tion of Aliens,—as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented
to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excelleney hag, in the name of Her Majesty, assented
to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and
forwarded to the proper Officer for enrclment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1808,

(8.) Banks and Bank Holidays Bill :— -
HAMPDEN, ’ Message No. 3.
Governor.

A Bill, intituled “ An Act to consolidate the laws relating lo Banks and Bank Holidays,”—
as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the
Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Mnjesty, assented to the
said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Couneil, to be numbered and forwarded
to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government House, .

Sydney, 27¢h July, 1808.

(+.) Liquor Bill:—
HAMPDEN, Message No. 4.
Governor,

A Bill, intituled ©“ An def to consolidate the lows relating to Publicans and olher persons
engaged in the Sale of Liguor,'—as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having
been presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her
* Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be
numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for cnrolment, in the manner required by law,
Government House, .

Sydney, 27th July, 1858,

(5.) Evidence Bill :— . _ ,
HAMPDEN, B Message No., 5.
Governor.

A Bill, intituled © An Act to consolidate the statute law relating {o Evidence'—as finally
passed by the Legislative Council and Assenbly, having been presented to the Gosernor for the
Royal Assent, His Lxcellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the suid Bill, and has
this -day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper
Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law,

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898,

{6.) Impounding Bill :—
HAMPDEN, Message No. 6.
Governor,

A Bill,intituled © An Aet to consolidate the lnws reluting 1o the Impounding of Live Stock,”—
as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor
for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill,
and has this day transmitted it to ihe Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the
proper Officer for enrohment, in the manuer required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898,

(7)) Audit Bill .—
HAMPDEN, ‘ Message No. 7.
Governor.

A Bill, intituled “ 4n Adet to consolidate the laws relating lo Audif,’—as finally passed by
the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the Royal
Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented fo-ihe said Bill, and has this
day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to.the proper Officer
for enrolment, in the wanner required by law, . -

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898. ) (8.)
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(8.) Trustee Bill:— :
HAMPDEN, _ Message No. 8.

Governor. :

A Bill, intituled “ An Aot for consolidating enactments relating to Trusts and Trustees,’—
as finally passed by the Legislative Couneil and Assembly, having been prosented to the Governor
for the Royal Assent, His Excelleney has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill,
and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Couneil, $o be numbered and forwarded to the
proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.,

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898,

(9.) Bills of Sale Bill .—

HAMPDEN, Dessage No. 9.
Qovernor. .

A Bill, intituled * Adn Aef fo consolidate enactments relating o Bills of Sale)’—as finally
passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the
Boyal Assent, His Excelleney has, in the name of Her Majesty, assenled to ihe said Bill, and has
thig day transmilted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper
Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.,

Gorvernment House,
Syduey, 27tk July, 1898,

- (10.) Bankruptey Bill :(—
HAMPDEN, Alegsage No. 10.

Gouernor. :

A Bill, intituled “ A4n Aot fo consolidate the lnw relating {o Bankruptey,’—an finally passed
by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been jpresented to the Governor for the Royal
Asszent, His Excellency hag, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this
day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Qfficer
for cnrolment, in the manner required by law,

Government Hotse,
Sydney, 27th July, 1893,

(11} Auctioneers Licensing Bill :—
HAMPDEN, Message No. 11,

Governor. :

A Bill, intituled ©* dn Aot to consolidate the Aets relating to the Licensing of Auctionecrs,’——
as finally passed by the Legislative Couneil and Assembly, having boen presented to the Grovernor
for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill,
and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Conneil, to be numbered and forwarded to the
proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898.

(12,) Newspapers Bill:—

HAMPDEN, Message No. 12.
Governor, |

A Bill, intituled * An Aet fo consolidate the laws relating o the printing and publishing of
newspapers and papers of « like nature,”—as finally passed by the ILegislative Council and
Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excelloncy has, in
the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted 1t to the
Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the
manner required by law. ‘
Government House,

Sydney, 27tk July, 1898,

(13.) Legal Practitioners Bill :—
HAMPDEN, _ Message No. 13.

Governor.

A Bill, intstuled © dn Act fo consolidate the cnactments relating to Legal Practitioners,”—as
finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presenied to the Governor
for the Royal Assent, his Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, nssented to the said Bill,
and has this day transmitted it to the Legisiative Conncil, to be numbered and forwarded to the
proper Officer for cnrolment, in the wanner required by law,

Grovernment Touse,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898.

(14.) Cattle Driving Bill ;=
HAMPDEN, Message No, 14.

(Fovernor. :

_ A Bill, intituled ** An Act {0 consolidate the defs for preventing Cattle being driven through
populous towns and places except within certain hours,”—as finally passed by the Legislative Council
und Assembly. having been presented to the Governor for the Kuyal Assent, His Excellency hasg, in
the name of MHer Muojesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted itto the Legis-
lative Couneil, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Qfticer for enrolment, in the manver
required by law.

Governnent House, )
Sydney, 27th July, 1898, (15.)
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(15.) "Weights and Meagures Bill :—
HAMPDEN, Message No. 15.

. Governor,

A Bill, intituled “ An det fo consolidate the laws velating o Weights and Measures,”—as
finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor
for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill,
and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Couneil, to be numbered and forwarded to the
proper Officer for enrolment, in the marner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July,1898.

(16.) Willy, Probate, and Administration Bill :—
HAMPDEN, Message No. 18,

Governor.

A Bill, intituled “ An Adct to conselidate enactments relating to Wills, Probate, and Adminis-
tration,”—as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the
Governor for the Moyal Assent, His Bxcellency has, in the name ot Ier Majesty, assented to the
said Biil, and has this day tronsmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and for-
warded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898,

{17.) Evidence (Penalties) Bill .— ' .
HAMPDEN, Message No. 17.
Glovernor, : .

A Bill, intituled © An Aef fo make temporary provisign with respect to certain unrepenle
enactments relating fo Evidence,”—as finally passed by the Legisiative Council and Assewbly,
having been presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name
of Her Majesty, assonted to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislativo
Couneil, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Oflicer for enrolment,in the manner required
by law. '

Gyovernme-nt House,
Sydney, 27th Julv, 1898.

(18.) Pastures and Stock Protection Bilt:—
HAMPDEN, JAfessage No. 18.

Governor.

A Bill, intituled “ 4z Aet fo consolidate the Aets for the protection of pastures and Live
stock from the depredations of novious animals,’—as finally passed by the Legislative Council and
Asgembly, having been presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the
name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative
Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required
by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 27tl July, 1808,

(19.) Commong Regulation Bill :—
HAMPDEN, Message No. 19,

Governor.
A Bill, intituled “ dn Adect to consolidate the Acls relating to Commons Requlation,”—as
finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor
for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill,
and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the
proper Officer for enrolinent, in the maoner required by law.
Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898.

(20.) Public Hospitals Bill :—
HAMPDEN, Message No. 20.

(Forernor,

A il intituled * An Aect to consolidate the Aects relating to Public Hospifals,'—as finally
passed by the Legislative Couneil and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor for the
Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the satd Bill, and has
this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper
Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law,

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898,

(21.) Conveyancing and Law of Property Bill :—
HAMPDEN, Message No. 21,
Governor. .

A Bill, intituled © dn det fo consolidaie the Statules relating fo Conveyances, Assignments,
and Titles 1o Lands,”—as {inally passed by the Legislative Conncil and Assembly, having been
presented to the Grovernor for the Royal Assent, 1Tis Exeellency has, in the namc of Her Majesty,
assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered
and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 2Tth July, 1898, (22)

.
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(22.) Licns on Crops and Wool and Stock Mortgages Bill :-—

HAMPDEN, Message No. 22.

Governor.

A Bill, intituled © An Aot to consolidate enactments velating to liens on crops and wool and
stock mortgages,” —as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented
to the Grovernor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of IHer Majesty, assented
to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and
forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by Jaw.

Government House,
Sydney, 2Ttk July, 1898

{23.) Coroners Bill:—

HAMPDEN, ' Message No, 28.

Governor.

A Biil, intituled * dn dct fo consolidate the enactments relating to Coroners’ Inquests, and to
Magisterial Inquiries into the cquse of death,”—as finally passed by the Legislative Council and
Assembly, having been presented to the Grovernor for the Royual Assent, His Excellency has, in the
name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative
1§‘301i1nc:i1, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required

v law. , :
Government House,
Sydney, 27tk July, 1898.

(24.) Statute Law Revision Bill:—

HAMPDEN, ' Message No. 24.

Governor,

A Bill, intituled “ dn Aet to promote the revision of the Statute Law by repealing enactments
which have ceased to be in foree or have become wmnecessary,”’—as finally passed by the Legislative
Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Grovernor for the Royal Assent, His Excel-
Ieney has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitied it
to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in
the manner required by law, '

Government House,
Sydney, 27tk July, 1898.

(25.) Stamp Duties Bill :—

HAMPDEN, Megsage No, 25.
Glovernor. :

A Bill, intituled “ 4n Act fo consolidate the luws relating to Stamp Duties,"—as finally
passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presenied to the Governor for the

-Roysl Assent, his Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, assented, to tho said Bill, and has

this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper
Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Gorernment House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898.

{26.) Medical Practitioners Bill :—

HAMPDEN, Message No. 26.

Governor.

A Bill, intituled “An Act to consolidate the enactments relating to the gualifications of
medieal witnesses at Coroners’ Inguests, and at Inguiries by Justices of the Peace, touching the
death of any person, and the enactments providing for the reqistration of legally qualified medical
practitioners,”’—ay  finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assermbiy, having been
presented to the Governor for the Royal Assent, His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty,
agsented to the said Bill, and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Couneil, to be numbered
and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Government House,
Sydney, 27th July, 1898,

(27.) Immigration Restriction Bill,

HAMPDEN, ‘ Message No. 27,

Fovernor,

A Bill, intitoled “ An Adet fo place cerlain restrictions on smmigration ; to provids for the
removal from the Colony of prokibited immigrants; foimpose certain disabilitics upon them whilst in
the Colony ; and for other purposcs incidental Lo, or consequent upon, the before-mentioned objects,’'—
as finally passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Governor
for the Royal Assent, His Excellency bas, in the namo of Her Majesty, assented o the said Bill,
and has this day transmitted it to the Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the
proper Officer for enrolment, in the manner required by lasw.

Government House, : ‘
Sydney, 3rd August, 1898, : 5
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5. CoMuMITTEE oF Irrcrrows axp Quartrrcatrons:—Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the requirements of

the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act of 1898, Imd upon the ¥able his Wiarrant
appointing the Committce of Elections and Qualifications for the present Session, of which the
following 18 a copy :—
“ By the Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly

“ of New South Wales,

“ PursuanT to the power in that behalf vested in me, as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of
* New South Wales, by the Parliamentary Xlectorates and Elections Act of 1893, 1 do hereby

appoint—

“ Johu Henry Cann, Erquire, “ Varney Parkea, Esquire,

“ William Patrick Crick, Esquire, “ Andrew Ross, Esquire, M1,

* Williain Henvy Mahony, Eaquire, “ The Hon, Francis Bathurst Suttor, Esquire,
“ John Cash Neild, Esquire, “ Samuel Thomas Whiddon, Esquire,

“ Bdward William O'Sullivan, Bsquire,

* heing Members of the said Assembly, to be Members of the Committee of FEleelions and
“ Qualifications in the said Aet referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid.

“ Given under my Hand, at the Legislative Assembly Chambor, Macquarie-street, Sydner,

* this seventeenth doy of August, iu the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred
“ and ninety-eight.

“J. P, ABBOTT,
. ‘¢ Speaker.™

6. Mzuyrres Swoni:—The undermentioned gentlemen having each taken and subseribed the Oath of

Allegiance, and signed the Roll of the Ifouse, took their seats as Mewbers for the Electoral
Districts respectively named :—

Alexander Campbell, Bsquire,—for Kiama.
Johu Gillies, Esquire,—for W est Maitland.

7. Ompxavce Laxns Traxsrir Brnn:—Mr. Reid presented a Bill, intituled A Bl for confirming
the transfer to the Secretary at War in England from the Principal Officers of Ordnance there af
certain lands in New South Wales, and for amending the Ordnance Land Act of Council, 1840, —
which was read a first time pre forma,

8. Trnr Goverwor's Oprrxtyo Sppecu :—DBr. Speaker reported. that the House had this day attended
the Governor in thé Legislative Couneil Chamber, when His Excellency was pleased to deliver an
Opening Speech to both Houses of Parliament, of which, for greater accuracy, he had obtained a
copy,—which he read to the House as follows:—

HovorasLe GENILEMENY oF TnE LEc1stative Couxcrr,
AxD GENTLEMEN oF THE Lzoispamive AssEMBLY,—

It afforde me grent pleasure to call the Members of the new Pariiament together for the
dispatch of public business.

2. The events of the General Election have shown, in a manner not to be mistaken, the
emphatic desire of the people for the speedy accomplishment of federal union.
. 3. At the same time it has been made equally clear that some of the provisions of the Bill
drawn for that purpose, by the able and distinguished Convention recently dissolved, have failed
to meet with the approval of the electors,

4. My Advisers proposc to submit for your consideration a series of Resolutions specifying
the amendments which they deem of urgent importanee. This will be the first businessintroduced.

5. When those Resolutions have been dealt with, it will become the duty of the Government
to open up communication with the other Cabinets of Australia and Tasmania, in order that the
views of this Colony, and also suggestions, if any, from other Colonies, may be dealt with in the
manner found to be most generally acceptable.

6. Whatever may be the means employed to overcome existing difficulties, or the decisions
arrived at, the Ministry consider that the Bill in its finsl shape should be submitied to the direct
vote of the whole bedy of electors.

GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,— .

7. The Estimates of the Public Expenditure for the financial year, ending 30th June, 1899,
will shortly be placed before you. I am glad to be able to inform you that the marked improve-
ment in the Revenue, shown during the previous year, continucs,

HoxorasLE GEXTLEMEN OF THE LEctspaTive CoOuNciL,
AND (FEFTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

8. Although the question of federation must take precedence of all others, there are matters
of great practical interest and concern on which legislation is urgently needed.

9. Our navigation laws, especially those relating to the safety of vessels, and the prevention
or investigation of accidents at sea, call for- immediate improvement. The Marine Board, as a
tribunal for such investigations, has outlived its usefulness, and will be replaced by jndicial
autherity. The Board will be reconstructed for purposes of administration,

10. A measure dealing with the Friendly Socicties of the Colony, and a Bill dealing with
Fisheries, are also measures calling for prompt attention.

11. A Bill will also be introduced dealing with the legitimate grievances of the lend fide
free selectors under the earlier land laws, and io improve the conditions under which Crown Lands
can be selected. ,

12. Another urgent measure is o Bill to amend the Munieipalities Acts, and to extend the
area of local government, including provision for a State guarantee of wunicipal debts, under
proper restrictions. 13.
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13. A measure embodying great echanges in legal procedure, and many proved reforms, is
now ready for your consideration. ‘

14. A Bill to give effect to the long-felt desire for a change in the Constitution of the
Legislative Council will be submitted.

15. Bills to amalgamate the Savings Banks, to establish a system of compulsory investiga-
tion in the case of industrial disputes, and other promised measures, will also be introduced.

16. Ministers are impressed with o scnse of the necessity of dealing with the question of
establishing a system of work and relief for the benefit of the aged poor, and o measure for that
purpose will be prepared for the consideration of Parliament.

17. Althongh fully conscious of the urgency and imporbance of the measures of internal
reform to which 1 have alluded, the Government regard as their first and paramount duty the
continuance of efforta to bring to a successful issze the federation of the Australian Celonies,
upon fair and just lines, at the earliest possible period, and Ministers feel that, in their earnest
endeavours to realise this the greatest of all objects open to Australian patriotism, they can rely
with confidence upon the loyal assistance of all parties. ’

18. I now leave you to the discharge of your high and honorable duties, and I pray that
under Divine guidance your deliberations may promote the welfare of all classes of the people.

Mr. Garland then moved, and Mr. Thomas Clarke seconded the motion,—

(L.) That a Select Committee be appointed to prepare an Address-in-Reply to the speech delivered
by His Excellency the Goveruor on opening this Scssion of the Parliament of New South Wales.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Ashton, Mr, Archer, Mr. E. M. Clark, Mr. Thoimnas
Clarke, Mr. Dick, Mr. Hogue, Dr. Graham, Mr. Millard, Mr. Nobbs, and the Mover.

Question put and passed.

And the Committee retired to prepare the Address, -

And Mr, Garland having brought up the Address prepared by the Committee, the same was read
by the Clerk, by direction of Mr. Speaker, as follows :—

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Hexey Ronrar, Viscovst IHaMepeN, Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South Walcs and its Dependencies.

May 17 PLEASE Your ExcELLENOY,—

We, Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the Members of the Legislative Assembly of
New South Wales, in Parliament assembled, desire to espress our thanks for Your Excellency's
Speech, and to assure you of our unfeigned attachment to Her Most Gracions Majesty’s Throne
and Person. '

‘We can assure Your Ixcellency of our anxiety to promote the specdy union of the Australian
Colenies.

‘We will alao give onr best attention to the measures that will be submitted to us,

We join Your Excellency in the hope that under the guidance of Divine Providence our
Iabours may be so direeted as to advance the best intcrests of the Colony.

Mr. Garland then moved, and Mr. Thomas Clarke seconded the motion, That the Address-in-Reply
to the Governor’s Opening Speech, as read by the Clerk, be now adopted by this House.

Debate ensued.

Mr. McFarlane moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.

Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until To-morrow, and (with the unanimous concurrence of
the House) take precedence of other business.

9. AvpjounvMENT:—Mr. Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn until To-morrew at Four o’clock.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The Iouse adjourned nccordingly, at twenty-six minutes before Eleven o'clock, until To-morrow at
Four o'clock.

F. W. WERB, J. P. ABBOTT,
o Clerk of the Legislative dssembly. Speaker.
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FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

THURSDAY, 18 AUGUST, 1898.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. MMr. Speaker tock the Chair.

Parer:—Mr. Speaker latd upen the Table,—Copy of a Minute of His Excellency the Governar
and the Executive Council, anthorising the transfer of an amount from “ Petty Sessions Salaries
“ Vote ” to supplement the Vote ** Reorganization of the Public Service.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee, -

2. TeEmpomarY CuArsMExX of CoMmirrees:—Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order No. 28,
appointed,—
John Henry Cann, Esquire,
William Thomas Dick, Esquire, .
Samuel Edward Lees, Esquire,
Edward William O'Sullivan, Esquire,
Dugald Thomson, Esquire,
to act ag Temporary Chairmen of Committees during the present Session,

3. Crarrmax op CowmmirTees (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Lec moved, pursuant to Notice, That William -
MeCourt, Esquire, be Chairman of Committees of the whole House for the present Session.
Question put and passed.

‘Whereupon Mr. McCourt made his acknowledgments fo the House.

4, DexNrisrs Brot (Formal Motion) -—
(1.} Dr. Graham moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to provide for
the registration of dentists qualified to practice in New South Wales.
Question put and passed.

(2.) Dr. Graham then presented a Bill, intituled “ 4 Bill to provide for the registration of dentists
ualificd to practice en New South Wales,”—which was read a first time.
rdered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, Gth September.

TuE Governok's OeenNixe Serrom :—The Order of the Day having been read for the resumption
of tho adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. Garland, that the following Address-in-Reply to
the Governor’s Opening Speech, as read by the Clerk, be now adopted by this House :—

“ To His Excellency the Right Honorable Hexsy Roprrr, Viscovst Haxeprw, Governor and
“ Qommander-in-Chief of the Oolony af New South Wales and its Dependencies.

¢ MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

“ We, Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the Members of the Legislative Assembly of
“ New South Wales, in Parliament assembled, desire to express our thanks for your Excellency’s
“ Bpeech, and to assure you of our unfeigned attachment to Her Most Gracious Majesty’s
* Throne and Person, :

“ We can assure your Excellency of our anxiety to promote the speedy union of the
 Australian Colonies.

“ We will also give our beat attention to the measures that will be submitted to us.

“ We join your Excellency in the hepe that under the guidance of Divine Providence our
“ Jabours may be so dirceted as o advance the best interests of the Colony.”
And the Question being again proposed,—
The House resumed the said adjourned Debate.
Mzr. O'Sullivan moved, That this Debate be now adjourned,
Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until Tuesday next, and (with the unanimous concurrence of
the House) take precedence of other business,

F\.

The House adjourned, at seven minutes before Eleven o'clock, until Tuesday nest at Four o’clock,

F. W. WEBB, ' J. P. ABBOTT,
Olerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speakor.
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FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT,

TUESDAY, 23 AUGUST, 1893.

1, The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

Mewnrr Swory :—Wilfred Joseph Spruson, Esquire, having taken and snbscribed the Oath of

Allegiance, and signed the Roll of the House, took his'scat as Member for the Electoral District
of Sydney— Gipps Division.

2. Drrury-SPEARER'S COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER THE OArl OF ALLEGIANCE :-~Mr. Speaker reported

that he had received a Commission, under the Great Seal of the Colony, dated twenty-third
August, 1898, and signed by His Excellency the Governor, empowering William McCourt, Esquire,
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Assembly, in the absence of the Speaker, to administer
to Members the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance required by Taw,—which Commission, by direction
of Mr. Speaker, was read by the Clerk, as follows :— .
“ By His Excellency the Right Honorable HExny Ronerr, Viscount HAMrpEs, Governor and
* Qommander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Deperdencies.

* To all to whom these presents shall come,—

“ Glreeting : -
 In pursuance of the authority in me vested in that behalf, I, HEnny Roserr, Viscoust ITAMPDEN,
“au Governor of the Colony of New South Wales, do hereby autherise Wrrniax McCourr,
* Hsquire, Chairman of Committees of the Legisiative Assembly of the said Colony, in the absence
** of the Honorable the Speaker of the said Assembly, to administer from {ime to time, as oceasion
‘“may roguire, to any Member of the said Assembly to whom the same shall not have been
‘ previously administered, the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance to Her Mujesty the Queen,
“ required by law to be taken or made and subscribed by every such Momber before he shall be
“ permitted to sit or vote in the said Legislative Assembly,

“ Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Colony, at Government House, Sydney, in New
“ South Wales aforesaid, this twenty-third day of August, in the year of our Lord one
** thourand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and in the sixty-second year of the Reign of Her

# Majesty Queen Vietoria.
“ HAMPDEN.

“ By His Excellency’s Command,
“ JAMES N. BRUNKER."

3. Quesrioxs :—
(1) Cost of the Commonwenalth Bill to New South Wales:—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial

Secretary,— ‘

(1.) What was the total cost to New South Wales of its share of expenses in eonneclion with the
late Commonwealth Caonstitution proposed to be established ?

(2.) What was the respective share paid to each delegate for services in connection with the said
Commonwealth Bill from the election till the close ? :

Mr, Brunker answered,~—The Gevernment is not yet in a position to give the whole of this infor-
mation.

(2.) Pauper Patients treated at Country Hospitals :—Mr. Wright asked the Colonial Secretary,—

a8 they have not the same facilities for treatment of patients as t

(1.} 1s be aware that hospitals in country towns have to treat a considerable number of pauper
atients P ]
(2.} Is the Government prepared to treat the country hospitals the same as the Sydney hospitals
by paying for all pauper patients ?
(3.) If not, will he state the reasons why any distinetion is made ? o ‘
Mr. Brunker answered,—Yes, but it is not desirable to send pauFer patients to country. hospitals,
1

e metropolitan hoepitals,
(3.)
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(3.) Police Pension Fund :—Mr. Neild asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) What is the sum to credit or debit of the Police Pension TFund ?
(2.) Is it intended to take any steps during the present Scssion to place the said fund in a
satisfactory position ? :

Mr. Brunker answered,—
(1.} Debit balonce, £11,480 1s. 3d.
(2.) The Treasurer will deal with this matter in his financial statement.

(4.) Amendment of the Electoral Act : —Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Ts it the intention of the Goveérnment to subinit & now Electoral Act before the expiry of the
prescnt electoral rights in the year 19007
(2.) In such a Bill, if submitted, will provigion be made for abolishing electoral rights ?
(8.) If clectoral rights are to be retained, will provision be made for enabling clectors to malke use
of them when away from home ?
(4.) Will provision be made in such a Bill for purging effectually the rolls cvery year of dead
men’s names, or the names of those having left the electorates?

Mr, Brunker answered,—The Government recognise the importance of desaling with this measuro
in a substantial form, but the question hay not yet been considered.

(5.) Case of Constable W. E. Queich :—Mr, Aflleck asked the Colonial Sceretary,—
{1.) What was the cost to the country of the inguiry into the charges made by ihe Ionorable
Member for Botany against Constable W. E. Quelch ?
(2.) What was the result of that inquiry when finished ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—
T (1) £84 12s. 74, to date.
(2.) Senior-constable Quelch was trahsferred to another division.

(G.) Permanent Artillery Band :—Mr, E. M. Clark asked the Colonial Seeretary,— '
(1) By what authority and at whose request was the Permanent Artillery Band permitted to play
at the opening ceremony of the Queen Vietoria Markets? ’

(2.) What sum (if any) was paid to the members of the band for their services on the oceasion ?
(3.) TIs this band still permitted to enter into competition with civilian bands and city musicians ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The following Answers have been furnished by the Major-Gleneral
Coml:nandin%l the Military Forees :—

(1.% EYI authority of the Major-General Commanding, at the request of His Worship the Mayor.
(2.) NiL.

(3.) This band is afforded the same advantages as other permanent military bands.

(7.) Electoral Divisions and Electoral Rolls :—Mr. Wright asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Is he aware that the boundaries of the electornl divisions of the Colony are much in want of
revision ? :
) %f so, will he state what action iz being taken, or is proposed to be taken, {o revise the
same !
(3.) Is he aware that the existing electornl rolls contain the naines of a very large number of
persons who have left the Colony P
(4.) If so, what (if any) steps are being taken to purge the rolls, and to remove from same the
voters’ names who are not residents within the meaning of the Act?

Mr. Brunker answered,—Yes. No action has yet been taken with regard to tho electoral divisions
of the Colony, and it is very questionable whether the matter can be dealt with until after the next
census. It is my intention to have the matter inquired into at once, becanse, like other onorable
Members, I can see the necessity for having this question dealt with as early as possible.

(8.) Grafton-Glen Innes Road :—Mr. Wright asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(l1.) 'i[l‘-hg total amount of money spent on the Grafton-Glen Innes Road during the past twelve
months
(2.} What proportion of same has besn spent from South Grafton to Newton Boyd ?
(8.) The like information from Newton Boyd to the Municipal bounds of Glen Innes?

Mr. Young answered,—This information will be prepared and laid upon the Tabie in the form of
a return if moved for in the usual manner. :

(9;]).‘1- Railway Deviation Work ot Werris Creek:—Mz. Perry, for Mr. Levien, asked the Colonial
easurer,—
(1.) Is it a fact that 100 men were sent away a few days ago to do some railway deviation work at
“Tlerrisd(';‘reek, and that instructions were given by him that ooly Sydney unemployed should be
selected :
(2.) If any more are required, will he give instructions that preference be given fo local men out
of employment ?
Mzr. Reid answered—
(1.) I am informed that eighty-eight men were sent on the 16th instant to Werris Creek in
connection with railway works at that place.. The engineer who seleeted the men states very
fow of them were Sydney residents. ‘
(2.) The engagement of men is controlled by the Railway Commissioners, and they intimate that
when the works in the district are fairly started there will be sn opening for suitable local men.

(lf:i)[;) ghurch and School Lands in the Carcoar Distriet:—Mr, Thomas Brown asked the Secretary for
ands,—
(1) Have applications been received for conversion of large areas of Church and School lands in
the Carcoar district, held for pastoral purposes, into other forms of tenure under the Church and
Schools Land Act? @)
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(2.) If so, when dealing with such applications will he consider the requirements and facilities of
closer settlement, and provide for same by excising from such applications the lands adapted for
that purpose, and making same avatlable for purposes of settlement 7

Mr. Carruthers answered,—-

(1.) ¥Yes.

(2.) Yes, as provided by the Church and Schools Lands Act, 1897, under which full consideration
will be given to each case, and the public interest carcfully guarded.

(11.) Undermining of the Borough of Plattsbury : —Mr. Watking asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Is he aware that the undermining of the Borough of Plattsburg, as carried on by the
proprietora of the Maryland Colliery, is causing danger to the lives of residents ?

(2.) Will he cause immediate inquiry to be made with a view to protecting the lives and property
of such residents ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—A complaint of the kind has been made, and the Chief Tnepector of
Coal Mines has been asked to report on the whole question,

(12.) Parramatta Park :—Mr. Ferris asked the Secretary for Lands,— Will he take into consideration
* the necessity for placing the Parramatta Park on the same footing as the National Park and
Botanical Gardens in reference to grants of money ?

Mr, Carruthers anéwcred,u—Yes, if it ean be shown that the conditions and circumstances are alike.

(18.) Land and Income Tax Department:—Mr. Ferris asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
{1.) Is it a fact that the Land and Income Tax Departments’ offices close at 5 p.n. daily ?
(2.) 1f so, will he place these Deparlments on an equality with other Government Departments by
closing at 4-30 p.m. daily ?

Mr. Reid answered—

(1.) Yea :

(2.) The requirements of the Department do not admit of any present alteration in the hours of
closing, but as soon as the pressure of work lesseny, which will probably be the case towards the
close of the present year, the desired alteration will be made.

(14.) Railway Freight on Pollard :—Mr. Willis, for Mr. W. W. Davis, asked the Sceretary for
Lande,—Will he take into consideration the advisablencss of arramging that pollard, the chief
ingredient used in the destruction of rabbits, will be carried at reduced rates of freight, and not
as at present by 20 per cent. added to the ordinary charges ?

"My, Carruthers answered,—I am informed that the Railway Commissioners already allow, under
certain specified conditions, a concession on phosphorised grain and food-meal carmied by railway
and intended for the purpose of rabbit extermination.

(15.) Charges for Water at Artesian Wells and Tanks:—2Ar. Willis, for Mr. W. W, Davis, asked
the Seerotary for Mines,—Ar the expense for water bears heavily upow the travelling public in the
dry districts, will he take into consideration the desirableness of discontinuing to charge at
artesian wells and tanks in sueh localities ? .

Ay, Cook answered,—A very large sum hag been expended from the pubiic funds in providing
these conveniences, and it is only reasonable that those deriving benefit from them should pay the
small charges imposed.

(16.) Case of ex-Captain Barrett, Australian Rifles :—Mr. O’Sullivan asled the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Has his attention been drawn to the case of ex-Captain Barrett, of B Company, Australian
Littes, Gth Regiment ? :

- (2.) Will he send for the papers, and ascertain if it be not possible to restore this officer to his
rank, with a view to hiz being allowed fo retire on the same ?

Mr. Brauker anawered,—The verdict of the Court of Inquiry in this case, which has been confirmed
by the Governor-in-Council, was that Captain Barrett's commission should be cancelled, which was
accordingly done, and the case cannot now be reopened,

Ciry axp Nortu Sypyky Con¥rcTroN Brin:—Mr. Parkes presented a Petition from John Sulman,
of Sydney, Ezquire, praying for leave to bring in a Bill to authorise John Sulman, his executors,
-administrators, or assigns, to construet, maintain, nnd work an underground electric railway from
'& point ab or neay the present terminus of the New South Wales Government Railway, at Milson’s
Point, North Sydrey, and thence under the waters of Port Jackson to a point near the intersection
of Pitt-street and King-street, in the City of Sydney ; and also to construet, work, and maintain a
tunnel-roadway from a point at or near the western end of Paul-sireet, Milson’s Point, aforesaid,
and thence under the waters of Port Jackson ta a peint on the Circular Quay, near the wool ware-
house of Groldsbrough, Mort, and Company {(Limited); and to autherise the consiruction of
stations, lifis, subways, approaches, and other subsidiary works, including a new road as an
approach to the North Syduney end of the tunnel-roadway, and the appropriation and use of the
lands required in connection with such railway, tunnel-readway, an&j other works; to enter on,
take, appropriate, and use the subsoil along the routes above indieated for the purposes aforesaid,
or any of them ; to alter the levels of, and divert streets and roads, for and in connection with the
approaches to the tummel-roadway ; to make provision for compensation in respect of the construe-
tion of the said railway, tunnel-roadway, and other works; to anthorise the imposition of fares,
charges, and tolls for the use of the said railway and tunnel-roadway respectively; to authorise
the making, altering, repealing, and enforcing of by-laws ; and for other incidental purposes.

And Mr. Parkes having produced the Government Gazette, and the Daily Telegraph and North
Shore and Manly Times newspapers, containing the notices required by the 896th Standing Order,—
Petition received..

5,
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Paren :—Mr. Young laid upon the Table,~—By-laws under the Metropolitan Water and Sewcrage
Act Extension Act of 1894—TFaston Park Stormwater Drain.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

C1.ass1PIED Roaps 1x Tk Grey Txves, TENIERFIELD, INVERELL, AND WARTALDA Districrs (Formal
HMotion) :—Myr. Wright moved, pursnant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of thia Honse
arcturn showing the mileage of classified roads under the supervision of the Road Superintendents
in the Glen Innes, Tenterfield, Inverell, and Warialda districts, and the amounts expended in each
of the same during the years 1897-98,

Question put and passed.

Broxey Hrir Trapes Havun Srre Binn ( Formal Motion) :—Mr. Cann moved, pursuant to Notice,
That leave be given to bring in a Biil to vest certain land at Broken Hill in trustees on frust
for the crection of a Trades Hall.

Question put and passed.

MrpwiFEry Numsks Bivn (Formal Motion) :—

(1.) Dr. Graham moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given fo bring in a Bill to promote the
better training of women as midwifery nurses, and for their registration as such.
Question put and passed.

(2.) Dr. Graham then presented a Bill, intituled “ A Bill fo promote the betten iraining of women as
midwifery nurscs, and for their registration as such,”—which was read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 20th September.

Arericariox or Epwanp Brias Surrir rom ay Ovsten Liease, Crarexce River (Formal
Motion) —Mr. E. M. Clark moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Tabie of this
House copies of all papers and reports in connection with the application of Edward Elias
Smith for an oyster lease at the Clarence River.

Question put and passed.

MuxsrcipatIrres Acr oF 1867 AMexvize Birn (Fermal Motion) :—Mr, J. C. L. Fitzpatrick moved,
pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the Municipalities Act, to
enable municipalities to let, lease, or sell lands within their boundaries on which rates are in
arrear for a period of more than five years.

Question put and passed.

. Tor Goverrxor's OpEsme SpErch :—The Order of the Day having been read for the resumpiion
of the adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. Garland, That the following Address-in-Reply to
the Governor's Qpening Speech, as read by the Clerk, be now adopted by this House :—

“ Ty His Ezcellency the Right Honorable HexrY Roperr, ViscounT Hamrnex, Governor and
“ Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies.

“ MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

“ We, Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the Members of the Legislative Assembly of
« New South Wales, in Parliament assembled, desire to express our thanks for your Excellency’s
“ Speech, and to assure you of eur unfeigned attachment to Her Most Gravious Majesty's Throne
* and Person.

“ We can assure vour Esxcellency of our anxiety to promote the speedy union of the
 Australian Colonies.

“* We will also give our best attention to the measurcs that will be submitted to us.

“ 'We join your Excellency in the hope that under the guidance of Divine Providence our
“ labours may be so directed as to advance the best interests of the Colony.”

And the Question being again proposed,—

The Houge resumed the said adjourned Debate.

Mr. Watson moved, That this Debate be now adjourncd.

Question put and passed.

Urdered, that the Debate be adjourned until To-morrow, and (with {he unaniwous concurrence of
the IHouse) tuke precedence of other business.

The House adjourned, at twenty-one minutes after Eleven o'clock, until To-morrow at Four o'clock.

W. WEBB, J. P. ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assemlly, Speaker.
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FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT,

WEDNESDAY, 24 AUGUST, 1898
1. The House wet pursnant to adjonrnment,

The Clerk informed the ILouse that Mr, Speaker was unavoidably absent, and read a letter from him
stating that he had such o bad attuck of neuralgia in the eyes to-day that he must ask leave of the
House to absent himself.

‘Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, purseant to the 22nd

_ Standing Order of the House.

. 2. Mixistenian StaTeMexT :—Mr, Reid, referring to the vacant offices in the Administration, explained
to the House how and by whom tho duties of ihe absent Ministers were performed. He also stated
that in a few days he would announce the names of the gentlemen who will be invited o fill the
vacant offices.

3. QuestioNg:—
(1.) Duty on Sugar:—Mr. Meagher asked tho Colonial Treasurer,—In the interests of the northern
cane-farmers and the great sugar industry, will he, in view of the gronnds set forth in Mr,

Moagher's communication of the 11th instant, also the approaching close of the planting season,
state what policy he intends to pursue in regard to the retention of the £3 a ton duty on sugar?

Mr. Reid answered,—The duty on suear has been reduced from £5 to £3, at which rate it will
cottinue until 30th June, 1899. I will submit to the House a proposal to retain the duty at £3,
but I wish to give warning tbat I intend this concession for the benefit of sugar-growers who
employ white labour, and will tuke steps to carry that intention out when the time comes for sub-
mitting my proposals. :

(2.) Conduct of a Senior-constable at Randwick :— My, Edden, for Mr. Dacey, ssked 1he Colonial
Secretary,—
(1) Is it a fact that Constable Masters reported a senior-consiable at Randwick for wrongfully
arresting a [ady ; if =0, will he lay a copy of the report upon the Table of this House ?
{(2.) Has any report been made by Water Police Constable Arnold about an attempt on the part
of a senior-constable to steal tobacco from the ship “ Hereward " ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—

(1) T think it will be necessary to ask the Honorable Meimber to move in the usunl way that the
papers in this case be laid upon the Table, but before laying them upon the Table I should like the
Honorable Member to see them, because T scarcely know if they are fit for publication,

(2.) ¥o.

(3) Public Works Committee :—Mr. Afleck asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) What was the {otal amount paid to ench of the members of the Public Works Committee for
services as such during the last Parliament?
(2.) What was the average amount of hours constituting a sitting of the said Committee when
holding meetings in Sydoey ?
(3.) What was the total cost to the country by the said Committee inquiring into the last twelve
works submitted to them?

Mr. Reid answered,—1 shall to-morrow lay a return upon the Table showing the required
information so far as it can be stated.

(4.) Proposed Grenfell-Koorawatha Rajlwny :— My, Smith, for Mr. Holman, asked the Colonial
Treasuror,—Har ihe recent recommendation of the Public Works Committee »¢ the Grenfell-
Koorawatha lioe been yet considercd by the Cabinet; and, if eo, what steps does he propose to
take to give it effect ?

Mr. Foung snswered,—The matter will be placed before the Calinet at an early date for its
congideration, ’ (5.)
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(5.) Amendment of the Law of Lnbel :—2fr. &. 3f. Qlark, for Mr. J. C. L, Yitzpatrick, asked the
Colonial Treasurer,—Is it proposed to jutrpduce this Session a Biil to provide for the amendment
of the law of libel P

Mr. Reid answered,—1f the state of public business will permit.

(6.) Amendment of the Electoral Law :—2afr. %, M, Clark, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, asked the
Colonial Secretary,— .
(1.) Has his attention been dirceted to the circumstance that a large number of persons who had
long left the electorates in which they had been enrolled, but who had not had their rights
transferred, returned on polling-day to the said electorates and recorded their votes?
(2.) Does he propose to introduce legislation having for its object the purging of the rolls of
names of persons who have lost their qualifications ?

Mr. Brunker auswered,—Scction 82 of {he Llecloral Aet provides that questions may be asked
persons tendering votes should the Returning Officer think fit, or at the request of any serutineer
or any two electors qunlified to vote, regarding their qualification; and Scction 83 provides a
penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.

(7.} Metallurgical Works at Clyde River :—Mr. Beunett asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) The total amount of money expended on establishing and carrying on the metallurgical works
at Clyde River ?
(2.) What salary the motallurgist receives ?
(3.) What maclunery is used in the treatment of stone?
(4.) Does it give satisfaction, as far as he knows, to the miners ?

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1.) The cost, including machinery, land, wages, &c., is £9,499 10s. 7d.

(2.3 £1,050 per annum.

(8.) All the neecessary machinery for ordinary crushing and concentration, including Tustin mill,
amalgamators, Berdan pan, rapid samplers, disintegrators, concentrators, Gate’s mill, alluvial gold
washers, I'rue Vanners, dry erushers; also vats, roasting furnace, and appliances required for the
treatment of ores by cyanide and chlorination, -

(4.) The works have not heen established for treating ores in bulk, but for small experimental
samples up to 10 tons, and so far as T am aware have given satisfaction to those who have had
their stone treated.

(8.) Early Closing of Shops :—Mr. E. M, Clark asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Is it the intention of
the Government during the present Session of Parliament to introduce & comprehensive measure
for the early closing of shops, and the shortening of the hours of labour for shop cmployees P

Mr. Reid answered,—This is a matter which has not yet come beforc the Cabinet, but a Bill has
been prepared on the subject.

(9.) Holidays to Members of the Police Force :—Mr, E. M. Clark asked the Colonial Secretary,—
Have any provisions been made to extend the advantages of a fortnight’s holiday in the year to
members of the Police Force; and, if g0, whea will such regulation come into operation ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The members of the Police Force in the Metropolitan District, and at
other stations where the duly is severe, are allowed a day’s leave in each month. Some men prefer
to allow auch leave to accumulate, others at easy country stations do not require or desire leave,
but it is given when reasonable. Fourteen days’ leave per annuin is not excessive, and will be
. allowed. Provision for additioual constables will -be made on the BEsiimates to meet this
arrangement.

(10.) Health Board Inspectors Visiting Country Residents :—Mr. O'Suilivan asked the Colonial
Secretary,—
{1.) Has his atiention been directod to the heavy expenses imposed on country residents owing to
the visitation of Health Board Inspectors ?
(2.) Is it a fact that these expenses can be charged fo a person whose residence has been in-
correctly reported to be the scene of an cpidemic or disease ?
(3.) If s0, will he bring in a Bill to modify these expenses, and $o abolish them altogether in cases
where such rumonrs have proved ill-founded ?

Mr. Reid answered,—I am informed that the authorities of the Health Board arce not aware that
any expenses are imposed on country residents owing to the visits of Inspectors to the Iealth
Department.

(11.) Transfer of Conditionally-purchased land to Married Women :—Mr. O'Sullivan asked the
Secretary for Lands,— .
{1.) Ts it a fact that the Lands Department refuses to recognise the provisions of the * Married
“ Women’s Property Art of 1893, and declines to allow any transfer of conditionally-purchased
land to be made and recorded in favour of a married woman ?
(2.) Is he aware that the first section of the ** Married Women's Proporly Act of 1893" provides
that “ A married woman shall be capable of acquiring, holding, and disposing. by will or otherwise,
‘“ of any real or personal property in the same manner as if she were a fimme sole without the
“intervention of any trustee " ?
(3.) On what ground does the Lands Department legally refuse fo recognise this law ?

M. Brunker answered,—The present practice is not to register transfers of conditional purchases
1o married women, except in cuses where tley are to hold the land in a representative capacity.
The Department iy being gnided by legal advice in the matter, pending a judicial decizion.

e el - (12))
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(12.) State Children :—Mr. O'Sullivan asked the Colonial Secretary,—Toes he propose to introduce
legislation empowering him to sanction the transference of State children to industrial or reforma-
tory schools, when such a cowrse is deemed necessary by the State Children’s Relief Board ¥

Mr. Brunker answered,—The matter has not vet been considered, but will receive attention in due
COourse.

(18.) Dairies Supervision Act:—Mr. ("Sullivan asked-the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Has his attention been directed to the many complaints now being made with regard to the
hardships and expense created by the rigid enforcement of the Dairies Supervision Act?
(2.) If g0, will he take steps to mnoderate some of the regulations complained of ; if not, will he
have inquiries made upon the eubject ?

Mr. Reid answered,— Occasional complaints have been reccived from individual traders ever since
the Act first came into foree, in 1886, and. as far as the Board of Health has becomo aware of
them, they have ahways been remedied, when found to have good foundation; execution of the
Act, bowever, rests by law entirely with Jocal authoritics, and it has certainly not been enforeed
rigidly by them in any district,

(14.) Extension of the Railway to Coonamble:—Mr. McGowen, for Mr. Macdonald, asked the
Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) What steps are being taken in relation to ihe extension of the railway to Coonamble ?
{2.) Is it intended to proceed in accordance with the recommendation of the Public Works
Committee, and make the connection to Coonamble from Dubho P
(3.) If so, when is the work of construction likely to be started ?

Mr. Young answered,—This matter will receive consideration at an early date,

(15.) Conversion of Conditional Leases into Conditional Purchases: —Ar. MeGowen, for Mr.
Macdonald, nsked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.) T it a fact that he has taken, or is taking, steps to prevent sclecters converting their con-
ditional leases into conditional purchases P
(2.) Is it o fact that he intends, if he possibly ean, to prevent selectors purchasing pre-emptive
leases (converted inte current conditional leases under 52 and 54 sections of the * Crown Lands
Act, 1884)," or is he trying to prevent the aption of purchase of conditional leases at the expira-
tion of the twenty-cight years’ Jense under the “ Crown Lands Act, 1895 P

AMr. Brunker answered,—
(1) No.
(2.) No.

(16.) Customs Revenue :—Mr. Aflleck asked the Colonial Trensurer,—
(1) What was the fotal amount of revenue reccived by the New South Wales Treasury for
Customs dutics from the 1st July, 1897, to 80th June, 1898°
(2.) What was the total sum collected as Customs revenue over the border between New South
Wales and Victoria, from the 1st July, 1897, to 30th June, 1898 7 .
(8.) The same QQuestion referring to the Queensland border as for the Victorian border for the
game time ?
My, Reid answered,—
(1.) £1,256,096 9s. 8d,
(2.) £49,118 0s. 114d.
(3.) £1,000 0s. 1d.

(17.) Coal carried on the Southern Line —Mr. Perry, for Mr. Rose, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) What quantity of coal required for its own use did the Railway Department carry on the
main Seuthern line and branches for the year 1897 ?

{(2) What quantity of coal did the Department carry for the public over the same area and for
the same period ?

Mr. Reid answered,—The information asked for would take some little time and labour to compile.
It should be moved for in the form of & return.

(18.) Mail-boys in Suburban Post Offices :--Mr. Meagher nshed the Postinaster-Gencral,—
(L.} Tsit a fact that in some suburban postal offices mail-boys work at times from 7 o'clock in
the morning, and, with a shert interval, till 1 or 2 o’clock in the following morning ?
(2.) Will he make betier provision for more reasonable hours ?

Mr. Cook answered,—There has not heen time to obtain reports from the various suburban offices,
but if the Questions be postponed until to-morrow we should be able to reply.

(19.) Accident Fund in connection with Miners :—Mr. Edden, for Mr. Fegan, asked tho Secretary
for Mines,— :
(1.) Have any steps been taken to form an Accident Fund in conneciion with the miners of this
Colony ?
(2.) 1f 8o, will he give the House any information in connection {herewith P

Mr. Cook answered,—The lines of a Draft Bill to effect this purpose have been prepared, but have
not yet been finally determined by the Government.

(20.) Imperial Officers :—2fr Affleck, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Is it a fack that the Tmperial officers recently introduced into New South Wales receive a
rate of pay from appointment (2nd class) for which Jocal instructors have to serve two years ?

(2.) Have not several of them already been piaced in senior positions, although they have not
gualified for snme P
@)
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(3.) What was the cost ineurred in the matter of fares, &e., by the introduction of these instructors,
giving names of officers and number of members of family (if any) of each for which such payments
have been or are to be made 7

(4.) Has any agreement been eniered into with regard to the payment of the return fares of these
officers and their respective families ?

Mr. Brunker answercd,—

The following information has been supplied by the Major-Creneral Commanding the Military
Torces :—

(L and 2.) One Tmperial officer has been recently introduecd, and receives a similar rate of pay to
other officers holding a similar position.

(8.) £3512s. Gd. Major Knight. No family. .

(4.) Yes, in accordance with precedent.

4. Brokpx ITitt Travrs ann Strs Brrn :—Mr, Cann, pursuant to leave granted on 23rd August,
1898, presented o Bill, intituled “ .4 Bl o vest certain land at Broken I in frustees on frust
Jor the crection of a Trades Hall,"~—which was read a firet time,
Ordered to be printed, and read a sccond time on Tuesday, 20th September.

5. ParEmrs:—
Mr. Young laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Regulations, uuder the Industriat Schools Act of 1866, for Indusirial School for Girls,
Parramatta. '
(2.) Report of Trustces of the Australian Museum for the year 1897,
(3) Report of the completion of the Double Bay Low-level Pipe Sewers.
Referred by Sessional Qrder to the Printing Comumittec.

Mr. Cook laid upon the Table,—Report of the Postinaster-General for the yvear 1897, together with
Appendices,
Reterred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Reid laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Statement of Payments made from the Treasurer’s Advance Account during June, 1898,
(2.) Statement of Payments made from the Treasurer’s Advance Account during July, 1598,
(3.) Report of the Railway Commissioners on Railways and Uramways for the year ended 30th
June, 1898, )
(4.) Notification of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, for maintaining
the traffic on the Great Northern Railway, by extending the facilities for loading stock at Glen
Innes,
(5.) Notification of resumption, under ihe Public Works Act of 1888, of land, for improving the
Grades on the South-western Railway near Marrar.
(6.) Notification of rcsumption, under the Public Worles Act of 1888, of land for maintaining the
traflic between Werris Creck and Moree by making better provision for the loading of timber and
poods at Curlewis,
(7.) Regulations respecting the Public Service Tender Board. under the Public Serviee Act of 1805.
(8.) Regulations respecting the Classification and Seale of Inerements of Salary of Officers of the
Clerical Division, under the Public Service Act of 1895. ’
(9.) Amended Regulations under the Public Health Act, 1806 (Part 1LI}.
{10.) Supplementary Regulations under the Noxious Trades and Cattle Slaughtering Act of 1834.
(11.) General Abstract of Bank Tiabilitics and Assets for quarter ended 30th June, 1898,
(12.) Report of the Railway Commissioners on Railways and Tramwnys for quarter ended 30th
June, 1848,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mcr. Brunker laid upon the Table,—
(1.} By-law of the Borough of Murrumburrah.
(2.) By-law of the Municipal District of Port Maequarie.
(8.) Kegulations under the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act of 1893 and Amending
Acts.
(4.) Amended Regulations under the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act Amendment
Act, 1896. ’
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

6. Accusep Persoxs Evivexce Brun (Formel Rofion):—

(1.) Mr. Meagher moved, pursnant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend
the Criminal Law and Evidence Amendment Act in relation to acensed persons giving evidence
on their own behalf.

Question put and passed. 7

(2.) Mr. Meagher then presented a Bill, intituled *“ 4 Bill fo amend the Criminal Law and Evidence
Amendment Act in relation to accuced persons giving evidence on their own behalf,’—which was read
a lirst time. :

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 20th September.

7. Crry axp Nortu Syoyey CoxxecrioN Binn (Formal Motion) :—

(L) Mr. Parkes moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to authorise John
Sulman, his executors, administrators, or assigns, to construet, maintain, and work an underground
elcetrie railway from a point abt or near the present terminng of the New South Wales Government
Railway, at Milson’s Point, North Sydney, and thence under the waters of Port Jackson, to a point
near the intersection of Pitt-street and King-street, in the City of Sydney; and also to construct,
work, and maintain a tunnel-roadwoey from a point at or near the western end of Paul-street,
Milson’s Point, aforesaid, and thenee under the waters of Port Jackson, 1o & point on the Circular
Quay, near the wool warehouse of Groldsbrough, Mort, and Company (Limited) ; and to autho}risc

the
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the construction of stations, lifts, subways, approaches, and other subsidiary works, including a new
road as an approach to the North Sydney end of the tunncl-roadway, and the appropriation
and nse of the lands required in connection with such railway, tunnel-roadway, and other works ;
to enter ou, take, appropriate, and use the subsoil along the rontes above indieated for the pur-
poses aforesaid, or any of them ; to alter the levels of, and divert streets and roads, for and in con-
nection with the approaches to the tunnel-roadway; to make provision for compensation in respect
of the construction of the said railway, tunnel-roadway, and other works ; 1o authorise the imposi-
tion of fares, charges, and tolls for the use of the said railway and tunnel-roadway respectively ; to
authorise the waking, altering, repealing, and enforcing of by-laws ; and for other incidental
purposes.

Fuestion put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Parkes having presented this Bill, and produced a certificate of the payment of the sum of
Twenty-five pounds to the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Colony, Bill, intituled
“d Bl te authorise John Sulman, kis executors, administrators, or assigns, to consiruct, meintain,
and work an underground electrie railway from a point at or near the present terminus of the New
South Wales Government Railway, at Milson's Pomt, North Sydney, and thence under the waters of
Port Jackson, to a point near the intersection of Pift-strect and Kaing-street, in the Qity of Sydney ;
and also {o construct, work, and maintain a tunnel-roadway from a point at or near the western end
of Paul-street, Milson's Point, aforesaid, and thence under {he waters of Port Jacksen, 1o a
point on the Cireular Quay, near the wool warchouse of Goldsbrough, Mort, and Company ( Limited) ;
and to authorise the construction of stations, lifts, subteays, approaches, and other subsidiary works,
icluding a new road as an approuch 1o the North Sydney end of the tunnel-roadway, and the appropria-
fion and use of the lands requived in commection with suck railway, tunnel-rondway, and other works ;
to enter on, fake, appropriate, and use the subsoil along the routes above indicated for the purposs
aforesmid, or any of them ; {o alter the levels of, and divert strecis and roads, for and in connection
with the approaches to the tunncl-readway ; fo make provision for compensation in respect of the
construction of the said reilway, tunnel-roadway, and other works ; fo authorise the imposition of
Jares, charges, and tolls for the use of the said railway and tunnel-roadway respectively ; fo authorise
the making, allering, repealing, and enforcing of by-laws ; and for otker incidenial purposes,’—read
a first time,

8. Tnr Govervow's OrENiNG SpEEcH :—The Order of the Day having been read for the resumption
of the adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. Garland, That the following Address-in-Reply to the
Governor’s Opening Speech, ag read by the Clerk, be now adepted by this House :(—

“To His Excellency the Right Honorable Hrwry Rouwrr, Viscoust HaMmpDEN, Governor and
: “ Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies.

“May 7T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

“ We, Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects, the Members of the Legislative Assembly of
* New South Wales, in Parliament assembled, desire to express our thanks for your Excellency's
“ Specch, and to assure you of our unfeigned attachment to Her Most Gracious Majesty's Throne
* and Person.

“ We can assure your Excollency of our anxiety to promote the speedy union of the
“ Australian Colonies. '

“ 'We will also give our best attention to the measures that will be submitted to us.

“ We join your Excellency in the hope that under the guidance of Divine Providence our
“ labours may be so directed a8 to advance the best interests of the Colony.”

And the Question being again proposed,—
The House resumed the said adjourned Debate.

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,—

THURSDAY, 25 AUGUST, 1898, aar
Question put and passed.
~ Mr. Reid informed the House that he had ascertained it to be the pleasure of the Governor to

receive their Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s Opening Speech To-morrow, at half-past Four
o’clock.

9. Commitree oF SuprLy:—Mr. Reid moved, That this House will, on its next sitting day, resolve
itself into the Committee of Supply.
Question put-and passed.

10. CommrrTes oF Waxs AND MEsxs:—Mr. Reid moved, That this House will, on its next sitting day,
resolve itself into the Committee of Ways and Means.
Question put and passed,

The House adjourned, at two minutes after One o’clock a.m., until Four o’clock p.m. This Day.

F. W. WEBB, WILLIAM McCOURT,
Olerk of the Legislative Assemdly. : Deputy Speaker.
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THURSDAY, 25 AUGUST, 1898.
1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

ADDRESs-IN-REPLY To THE Govervor's Qrixryo Seexcn :—The Assembly proceeded to Government
House, there to present to the Gavernor their Address-in-Reply to the Speech His Excellency had
been pleased to make to both Houses of Parliament on opening the Session,—

And being returned,—

Mr. Speaker reported that the Assembly had presented to the Governor their Address-in-Reply to
His Excellency’s Opening Specch, and that His Excellency had been plensed to give thereto the
following answer : —

To the Heonorable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly,—

I receive with much pleasure your reply to my Speech delivered at thé opening of the
present Session of the Parliament of this Colony, and note with gratification your expressions of
attachment and loyalty to the Throne and Person of Her Majesty.

I sincerely trust that your anxious efforts to secure n speedy union of the Australian
Colonies will be crowned with success, and that in all other matters your deliberations may bring
advantage to the interests of this Colony.

Government House, HAMPDEN,
Sydney, 25th August, 1898, ' Grovernor.

2. CoMmiTTER oF ELECTTONS AXD QUALIFICATIONS :—

(1) Blaturity of Warrant veported :—Mr. Speaker reported that his Warrant appointing the
Committee of Flections and Qualifications for the present Session, laid upon the Table on
Wednesday, 17th August, 1898, not having been disapproved by the Assembly in the course of the
three next sittiog days on which the Assembly met for the despatch of business, had now taken
effect s an appointment of such Committee, and intimated that it was, therefore, open to Members
of the Committee to be sworn at the Table by the Glerk, in accordance with the 125th section of
the Parlinmentary Electorates and Elections Act of 1893.

(2.) Members sworn :—John Henry Cann, Esquire, William Henry Mahony, Esquire, John Cash
Neild, Esquire, Edward William O Sullivan, Esquire, Andrew Ross, Esquire, M.D., The Honorable
Francis Bathurst Suttor, Bsquire, and Samuel Thomas Whiddon, Esquire, came to the Table, and
were sworn by the Clerk as Members of the Committee. '

" 3. QUESTIONS :—

(1.) Libraries associated with Publie Schools :— . E. M. Clark, for Mr, J. C. L, Fitzpatrick, asked
the Minister of Public Instruction,~Will he have placed upon the Estimates for the current
financial year a reasonable sum of money with which to inerease the number of libraries associated
with Publie Schools in the Colony, and to subsidize.to such an extent as will be warranted by the
circumstances of the case institutions already in existence of the nature referred to ?

Mr. ¥oung answered,—The suggestion contained in the Honorable Member's Question will receive
careful consideration.

(2.) Mail-boys in Suburban Post-offices :—Mr. Meagher asked the Postmaster-General,—
(L) Isita fact that in eome suburban postal offices mail-boys work at times from 7 o’clock in the
morning, and, with a short interval, i1l 1 or 2 o'clock the following morning ?
(2.) Wil he make better provision for more reasonable hours ?
Mc.
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4.

Mr. Cook answered,—It is not a fuck. T amn assured that none of the mail-boys are on actual
duty for more than eight hours & day, whilst very many have considerably tess hours. Those who
are on duty up to 1 a.un. aro not required $o atfend again at 7 a.m., with one exception, which will
be rectified.

(3.) Timber Regulation Bill:—Mr. Pyers asked the- Secretary for Lands,—Js it his intention to
introduce the new Timber Regulation Bill this Session ?

BIr. Brunker answered,—Y es. -

(4.) Retief Works, Centennial Park :—Mr. Perry asked the Minister of Public Tnstruction,~—
(1) What number of men were employed at sand- shlftlng or other relief work on the Centennial
Parls during the vear ended 30th June last ®
(2.) What was the total cost of such work, including all wages, rations, &e. P
(3.3 What number of men are employed there now, and what is the weekly cost of same ?

Ar. Yozmq anawered,—I shall be glad if tha Honorabie Member will move for this information in
the form of a return. :

(3.) Men employed on Railway Deviations :—Mr. Perry asked the BMinister of Public Tnstruction,—
(1) What number of men were sent by the Lmbour Burean, or ctherwise, to railway deviation
work during the vear cnded 30th June last ?

(2.} What was the total cost of such work for the vear?
{3.) Are there any men employed on railway deviations now ; if so, how many, and what is the
weekly cost of sumne P

Ay, Toung answered,—1I shall be glad if the Honorable Member will move for this information in
the form of a return.

{6.) Serub-cuitine at West Bogan :—Mzr. Perry a.nhed the Minister of Public Instruetion,—
(1.) How many men were emplr)yed scrub-cutting during the vear ended 30th June last including
all gangs sent to the Murray, West Bogan, or any other district ?
(2.) What was the total cost of such work for the vear, including all rations, water, and other
cxpenses ?
(3.) What number of men are now employed on zoch work, and what is the total weekly cost?

AMr. Young nuswered,—I shall be glad if the Ifonorable Member will move for this information in
the form of a return.

(7.) Works at Shea’s Creek, Muddy Creck, and the Sewage Farm:—Mr. Perry asked the Minister of
Puablic Instruetion,—
(1.) What number of men were employed in connection with the works at Shea’s Creek, Muddy
Creel, and the Sewage Farm, and any other works connected therewith, during the year ended
B30th June lasg?
(2.} What was tho total cost of such works during the year ?
(3.) Are any men employed on either of such works now ; if so, how mwany, and at what weekly
cost 7

My, Touwng answered,~—I shall be glad if the Honorable Member will move for this information in
the form of a return.

{8.) Encouragement of Art:—Mr. E, M. Clark asked the Colonial ‘Freazurer,—
(1) Has it been o custom for some years to vote a sum of £300 a yenr towards the maintenance
of Art?
(2.) Was the whole of this sum handed over to the Art Society of Wew South Wales?
(3.} Has any application been received from an advapced society from this body, known as the
Society of Artists, for a share of this vote ?
(4.) Is it proposr,d to renew the vote of £300 upon the Xstirates for 1898-9; and will steps be
taken to divide the amount between the Art Socioty and the Society of Artists as an encourage-
ment to Art generally 7

Mr. Reid answered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) Yes.

(8) Yes.

(4.) These matters have not as yet been debermined ; but 1 Hope to place the matter in proper
shape in the Estimates.

ParEnrs i

Mr. Brunker laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Notice of intention to declare that Additional Conditional Purchase 96-17, 331 acres 3 roods
20 perches, portions Nos. 28, 89, and 141, parish of Bull Plain, county of Denison, Land District
of Corowa, applied for by Michael O'Brien, on Gth August, 1896, shalt cease to be voidable.
(2.) Notification of withdrawal, under the Crown Lands Act of 1895, of certain lands from the
Pastoral Lease of the Gonn Leasehold Aren, for providing for Sctilement by other Haldings,

(3.) Notification of withdrawal, under the Crown Lands Act of 1893, of certain lands from the
Pastoral Lease of the Pallal Leaschold Aren, for providing for Settlement by other Holdings,

{4.) Notifieation of resumption, under the Public Works Act of 1888, of laud, parish of Field of
© Mars, county of Cumberland, for a Public Park, North Rocks.
(5.)
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(5.) Copy of Gazette Notice setting forth the mode in which it is proposed to deal with the strect
and lane through Knox Park, Murwillembah, in sccordance with the provisions of the 7th section
of the Act 48 Victoria No. 22. a

(6. Abstract of Crown Lands authoriged to he dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with
the 104th section of the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.
(7.3 Abstract of Alterations of Dresigns of Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the 107th scetion of
the Act 48 Victorin No. 18.
(4.) Abstract of Siles for Citics, Towns, and Villages, declared under the 4th and 101st sections of
the Act 48 Victoria No. 18.
{9.) Abstract of Crown Lands Reserved from Sale for the Preservation of Water Supply or other
Public Parposes, in aceordance with the 10lst, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 45 Victoria
No.18.
(10.) Copies of Gazette Notices setting forth the mode in which it is proposed to deal with the
dedication of certain lands, in accordance with the provisions of the 103th seciion of the Act 43

*  Vietoria No. 18, and the 41st section of the Act 53 Victoria No. 21,

{11.) Notification of withdrawal, under the Crown Lands Act of 1895, of certain lands from the
Pastoral Lease of the Boonoke Leaselold Area, for providing for Settlement by other 1Toldings,
Referred by Scssional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Reid 1a1d upon the Table,—Return showing amounts paid to each member of the Public Works.
Committee during the last Parliament.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

5. Maxaaemeyt of tTur Coous Hoserran (Formal AMotion) :—Mr. Miller moved, pursuant to Notice,
That there be laid upon the Table of this House all documents, communications, papers, &c,
received by the Chiet Medieal (Mbhcer, or any other officer of the Government, respecting the
management of the Cooma Hospital.

Questmn put and passed.

6. Busixess Davs (Sessional Order) :—Mr. Reid moved, pursuant to ‘Notiee, That it be a Sessional
Order that, unless otherwise ordered, this Hoose shall meet for the degpatch of business “at” Four
o'clock p.m. en Tuesday, 'Wednesday, and Thursday in.each week.

Mr. MeGowen moved, That the Question be amended by inserting after the word “at™ the words
“ Ten o’clock a.m.”

Question proposed,-—Thﬁt the words proposed to be inserted.be so inserted.
Debate ensued,

Question put,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted.
The House divided.

Ayes, 29. Noes, 67.
Mr. Wuddell, Mz, Pyers, 3lr. Cohen,
Mr. Reymond, Mr. Wright, Mr. Piddington,
, Mr. Afileck, Mr, Willis, Alr, Roze,
Mr. Hughes, Mr. Austin Chapman, Mr, Duzald Thomson,
Mr. Watkins,” Mr. Hurley, My, Millard,
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Bee, Mr, Whiddon,
Mr., Arthur Grifiith, Mr. W. W. Davis, Mr. Levien,
Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Suitor, Mr. Dick,
Mr, Nobbs, Mr. Reid, ‘Mr. Lee,
Mr. Terry, Mr. Young, Mr. Haycs,
Mcr. Sleath, Mr. Jeszep, Mr. Copeland,
Mer. Caunn, Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Byrne,
Mr, McGowen, Mr, Moore, Mr, McLean,
Mr. Stevenson, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Carroll, Mr. Haynes, Mr. Cook,
My. O'Conor, Mr. Lees, Mr, F. Clarke,
Mr. Ross, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. MeLavghiin,
Mr. d. G, L, Fitzpatrick, Mr. Kidd, Mr. Bronker,
Mr, Smith, Mr. Morpap, Dr. Graham,
¥Mr. Archer, Mr. Tiyne, Alr. Gariand,
Mr. Watson, Mr. Rigg, . Mr. Wise,
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Neild, Mr. Storey,
Mr. Edden, Mr. Harris, Mr. Alexander Campbell,
Mr, Jumes Thomson, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Mackay,
Mr. Spence, Mr. Mahony, M. T. M. Grifiith, .
- Mr., Nicholson, Mr. Meagher, Mr. Chanter,
Mr. Gormly. Mr. Quinn, Mr. Nelson,
Mr. Thomas Clarke, Ay, Perry,
Tellers, Mr. Howarth, Ar., Wood,
Mr. Gillies, Mr, Price, Mr. Heury Clarke.
Mr. Dacey. My, E. M. Clark, el
Mr. 8prueon, eiers,
Mr, Sawers, Ar. Denalidson,
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Goodwin.
Mr. Hawthorne,

And so it passed in the negative.

Mr. Copeland moved, That the Question be amended by inserting after the word “ at ” the words
¢ half-past Three.”

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be inserted be go inserted.
Debate continued. -

Question put,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted. .
The
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The House divided.

Axyes, 40,
My, Chanter, Mr. Rose,
Mr, Donaldson, Mr. F. Clarke,
Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Price,
Mz, Suttor, Mr. Cruickshank,
Mr, Copelond, Mr. Willis,
Mr. Sawers, Mr. Dugald Thomson,
Mr. Austin Chapman, Mr. Piddington,
Mr. Pyers, Mr. Ashton,
Mr. T. H. Griffith, Mr. Byrne.
Mr. Lyne,
Mz. Perry, Tellers,
Mr. Hayes, Mr. Gariand,
Mr, Mackay, My, Neild,

Mr. Alexnnder Campbell,

Mr. Hurley,

Mr. Molesworth,

Mr. Nelson,
Mr. Qoodwin,
Mr. Reymond,
Mr. Wise,
Mr. Quinn, .
Mr. Lovien,
Mr. Lees,

Mr. Storey,
Br. Wright,
Mzr. Rigg,
Mr. Colien,
Mr. Morgan,
Mr. Wood,

And so it passed in the negative.

Noes. 55.
ATe. McGowen,

Mr.

Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr.

Mr. See,

Mr, Anderson,
Mr. Watking,
Mr. Aflleck,
Mr. Young,
Mr. Cook,
Mr. Hughes,
My, Carroll,
Mr, Kidd,
Mr. Hegnry Ciarke,
Mr. OConor,
Mr. Dacer,
Mr. Howarth,
Mr. Watson,

Mr. Jessep,

Mr. Reid,

Mz, Brunker,
1)r. Graham,
Mr, Sleath,
My, O'Sullivan,
Mr. Macdonald,
Mr. Hogue,
My, Haynes,
My, Maore,
Mr, Arthur Grifiith,
Mr. Cann,

Mr. Cotton,

Mr. Sleath moved, That the Question be amended by inserting after the

“ half-past Two.”

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

Debate conbinued.

Question put,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

The House divided.

Ayes, 31.

, Affleck,

. 4. C. L. Fitzpatrick,
. Watkins,

, (Hilljes,

. MeGowen,
. Whatson,

. Smith,

. O'Sullivan,
. Terry,

. Cann,

. Nobbs,

. Bteveneon,
. Spence,

Darid Davis,

. Meapher,

. Arthur Griffith,
». James Thownson,
. Price,

. Thomas,

. Carroll,

. Archer,

. Bennett,

. Whiddon,

. Nicholson,

. Haynes,

. Cotion,

. Edden,

. Ross,

. Hughes.

Tellers,

. Maedonald,
. Sleath.

And =0 it passed in the negative.

Noes, 65.

My, Pyers,

Mr. Austin Chapman,
Mr. See,

Mr. H. M. Clark,
Mr. Suttor,

Mr. Copeland,
Mr, Wood,

Mr. Young,

Mr. Cook,

Mr. Lyne,-

Mr. Mackay,
My, Kidd,

Mr, Honry Clsrke,
Mr. Hurley,
My, O'Conor,
My, Dacery,

Mz, Yerry,

Myr. Nelson,

Mr. Quinn,

My, Howarth,
Br. Jessep,

Mr. Reid,

Mr. Brucker,
Mr. Reymeond,
M. Cohen,

Mr. Wise,

Mbr, Storey,

Mr. Lees,

Mr. Hopgue,

Mr, Wright,
Mr. Anderson,
M. Levien,

My, Willis,

Mr. Hawihorne,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Afr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Me.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,

Mr.
Mer.

Nobhs,
Hawthorne,
Stevenson,
Smith,
Bprusen,

W. W. Davis,
Thomas Clarke,
Gillies,
Mengher,
Whiddon,
8pevce,
Maliony,
Harris,
Terry,
Archer,
Bennetd,
Nicholson,
Millard,
Thomas,
James Thomeon,
Edden,

Ross,

Lee,

MeLean.

Tellers,

. M. Clark,
Dick.

word ¢ at” the words

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

" Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.,
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
My,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.

Mr.

Mr.

Snwere,
Garland,
Sproson,

W. V. Davis,
Alexander Campbell,
Chanter,

. . Griffith,
Daonaldson,
Theomas Clarke,
Mahony,
Harris,

Morgan,

Huyes,
McLaughlin,
Millard,
Tugald Themson,
F. Clarke,

Rose,
Molesworth,
Neild,

Dick,

Goodwin,
Cruickshank,
Lee,

MecLean,
Ashton,

Byrne,
Piddington,
Graham.

Tellers,

Moore.

Mr. Meagher moved, That the Question be amended by inserting after the word “ at' the word

«* Threo.”

Question proposed,—That the words ‘proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

Debate continued.

Question put,—That the word proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

‘T'he
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The House divided.

Aves, GS. Noes, 26.
Mr., Cook, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Austin Chapman,
Mr. Brunker, Mr. ‘Thomas, Mr, Chanter,
Mr. Aftieck, Mer. dJames Thomson, My, Wright,
Mr. Young, Mr. Thomas Clarke, Mr. Cruickshank,
AMr. Gillies, Mr, Woad, : Mr. See,
Mr, McGowen, Mr. Harris, Mr. Henry Clarke,
My, Dncey, Mr, Meagher, . Mr. F. Clarke,
Mr. Hughes, Mr. David Daris, Mr. Herris,
Mr. Watson, Mr. Spence, Mr, Pyers,
M. Jessep, Mr. McLaughtin, Mr. Cohen,
Mr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, Mr, Archer, Mr, Wise,
M. Quinn, Mr. Whiddon, Mr. Storey,
Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Bennett, My, Neild,
Mr, Reymond, Mr., Waddell, Mr. E. M. Clark,
Afr. Auderson, Mr. Nicholeon, Mr, Sawers,
Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Morgan, - Mr, Spruson,
Mer. Sleath, Mr. Haynes, . Mr. Alexender Compbell,
Mr. Smith, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Perry,
Mr. Garland, Mr. Moore, Mr. Rigg,
Dr. Graham, M, Millard, Mr. Rose,,
Mr. Mackay, Mr, Ross, Mr. Dugpld Thomson,
Mr. W. W. Daris, Mbr, Lee, Mr. Piddington,
Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Edden, Mr. Byrne,
3{r, O'Sallivan, %[r. Dick, a Mr. Ashton.
e, Kidd, {r. Arthur Grifith,
Mr. Lyne, Mr. Tiayes, Tellers,
Mer. Hogue, Mr. O'Conor, Mr. Levien,
Mr. Cann, Mr. T. H. Grifiith, \ Mpr. Lees.
Mr. Terry, Mr. Donaldeon,
Mr. Nobbs, Mr. MeLean,
Mr. Stevenson, My. Price.
Mr. Carroll,
Mr. Hurley, Tellers,
Mr, Reid, Mr. Hawthorne,
Mr, Nelson, Mr. Mahony.
And so it was resolved in the affirmative. .

Mr. Brunker moved, That the Question be further amended by leaving out the word “Four.”
Question put and passed.

Mr. Wise moved, That the Question be further amended by the addition of the words “and shall,
“ unless previously adjourned, sit till Eleven o'elock p.m. when the Speaker shall adjourn the
“ Touse, withont Question put, unless the Business then under consideration shall have been
“ exempted from the operation of this Sessional Order: Provided that the motion for such
“ exemption shall be made without notice, and be decided withont amendment or debate, before
“ the ordinary Business for the day is called on, but shall not be declared to be carried unless
“ thirty Members vote in the majority: Provided also that Business interrupted under this
“ Sessional Order shall be set down for resumption, as of course, on the next sitting day.”

Point of Order :—DMr. McLean submitted that this proposed amendment would conflict with
certain Standing Orders, notably No. 48, and interfere with the control of the House over its
own business, as provided for in these Standing Orders, which should not be done by a
Sessional Order.

Debate ensued.
Mr. Speaker gave his opinion in favour of the objection faken, and suggested that the amend-
ment should be withdrawn,
Proposed amendment, by leave, withdrawn. )
Question, as amended,—That it be a Sessional Order that, unless otherwise ordered, this House
shall meet for the despatch of business at Three o’clock p.m.on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
in each week,—put and passed,

-

7. PRECEDENCE oF Busiwess (Sessional Order) :—Mr. Reid moved, pursuant to Notice.—

(1.) That, during the present Session, unless otherwise ordered, General Business shall take -
precedence of Grovernment Business on Tuesdays, and Government Business shall take precedence
of General Business on Wednesdays and Thursdays.

(2.) That General Notices of Motions and General Orders of the Day shall take precedence
respectively on each alternate Tucsday.

, Question put and passed.

8. Stayprya OrpERS Covarrree (Sessional Order) :—br. Reid moved, pursuant to Notice, That the

Standing Orders Committee for the present Session shall consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr. McCourt,
Mr. Lyne, Mr. See, Mr. Lee, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. MeGawen, Mr. Crick, Mr. Morgan, and the
Mover, with leave to sit during any adjournment, to report in any matter or thing referred to or
pending before the said Committee, and to confer upon subjects of mutual concernment with any
Committee appointed for similar purposes by the Legislative Council.

Debate ensued.

Mr. Cann moved, That the Question be amended by the addition of the words “and that Mr.
“ Speaker be empowered to convenc meetings of the Committee.”

Question put and passed.

Question, as amended, then put and passed.
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0, Lapranry Comritrer (Ssssion+l Order) —Mr. Reid moved, pursuant to Neiice, That the Library
Committee for the present Session shall consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr. Neild, Mr. Hogue, Mr.
OrSullivan, Mr, Ashton, Mr. Perry, Mr. Arthur Griffith, Mr. Maekay, Mr. Fegar, and the Mover,
with leave to sit doring any adjournment, and authority and power to aet jointly with the
Library Committee of the Legislative Couneil, in accordance with the Assembly’s resolution of
Gth August, 1862,

Question put and passed. ‘ .

10. Rerrusuvrxy CoMMuTTER (Sessional Grder) —Mr. Reid moved, pursuant to Notice, That the
Refreshment Committee for the present Session shall consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr, Neild,
Mr, Hogue, Mr. layes, Mr. Levien, Mr. Anderson, Mr, Austin Chapman, Mr. Piddington,
Mr. Cann, and the Mover, with leave to sit during any adjournment, and authority to act in
matters of mutual concernment with any Commiltee appointed for similar purposcs by the
Legislative Couneil. .
Debate ensued.
(Question put and passed.

11. PrrxTrve ComarttTeE {Sesstonal Order) :—DMr. Reid moved, pursuant fo Notice,.—
(1.) That the Printing Committec for the present Sesston shall cousist of Mr. Gormly, Mr. Watson,
Mr. Hayes, Mr. Dugald Thomson, Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Kidd, Mr. T'rice, Mr. Dick, Mr. Archibald
Campbel], and thg Morver, to whom are hereby referred all papers (cxcept such as the Standing
Orders direct shall be printed, Reports from Select Committees on Private Bills, Estimates oi
Expenditure, and Estimates of Ways and Means) which may be laid upon the Table of the House.
1% shall be the duty of such Committee to report from time to time which of the papers referred
to them ought, in their opinion, to be printed, and whether in full or in abstract; aud it shali be
in the power of the Committee to order such papers, or abstracts thereof, to be prepared for press
by the Clerk in attendance upon such Commitiee.
(2.) That the Clerk of the House shall cause to be printed, as a matter of course, all reports from
the Printing Committee. '
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned, at six minutes after Eleven o'clock, until Tuesday next at Three o'clock.

¥. W. WEBB, J. P. ABBOTT,
Olerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 3¢ AUGTST, 1898,
The House met purauant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

MiINISTERIAL STATEMENT:—Mr, Reid stated that, since the Honsc last adjourned, he had taken
certain action with reference to the filling of the three vacant Ministerial offices. e consulted
the Honorable Member for Goulburn, Me. Ashton, who, for reasons which he explained, was unable
to take office. He then asked the Honorable Member for Tenterfield, Mr. Lee, to accept the office
of Minister of Justice; the Honorable Member for Glebe, Mr. Hogue, to accept that of Minister
of Public Instruction; and the Jonorable Member for Canterbury, Mr. Parkes, to accept the
vacant office of Postmaster-Greneral, Mr. Cook having taken the office of Secretary for Mines.
The offices, as offered, were accepted.

VAcANT SEATS :—

(1) Mr. Reid moved, That the Seat of Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire, hath become and is now vacant,
by reason of his aceeptance of the office of Minister of Justice since his clection and return to
serve in this House as Member for the Electoral District of Tenterfield.

Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

(2)) Mr. Reid moved, That the Seat of James Alexander Hogue, Esquire, hath become and is now
vacant, by reason of his acceptance of the office of Minister of Public Instruction since his election
and return to serve in this House as Member for the Blectoral District of Glebe. )
Debate ensued.

Question put and passed. .

(8.) Mr. Reid moved, That the Seat of Varney Parkes, Fsquire, hath become and is now vacant, by

reason of his acceptance of the office of Postmaster-General since his eleetion and return to serve
"in this House as Member for the Electoral District of Canterbury.

Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

. QUESTIONS :— .

(1.) Punishment of Juvenile Offenders :—Mr. O’Sullivan asked the Minister of Justice,—
(L) Has his attention been directed to a paragraph in the report of the Comptroller-General of
Prisons, in which a better method of punishing juvenile offenders is mooted ?
(2.) Will he bring in a Bill empowering the judges or magistrates to send offenders under 17 years
of age t% reformatory institutions for juveniles, 1nstead of compelting them to herd with criminals
in gaols
My, Reid answered,—
{1.) Yes. '
(2.) The question of introdueing a Bill for the purpose indicated will receive consideration; but 1
desire to point out that it is not correel to say that offenders under 17 years of age are compelled
to “herd with criminale in gaols.” They are kept apars from the older eriminals, :

(2.} Prison Lahour :—Mr. O’Sullivan asked the Ministor of Justice,—
(1) What was the amount paid to prisoners in gaol during the year 1897, as earnings, on their
discharge from prison ?
(2) What was the total value of the labour of prisoners in gaol during the same period upon
work of all kinds?
Mr.
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M, Reid answered,—The following information has been furuished to me by the Comptroller-
General of Prisons :—

(1) £1,804 4s. 6d. as gratuities, and £1,208 0s. 4d. as prisoners’ reward money at Lrial Bay.

(2.) The estimated value was £44,872 7s, 2d., but this amount is exclusive of the value of labour
expended on the construction of the breakwater at Trial Bay, which has not been estimated.

(3.) Impriscnment for non-payment of Fines :—Mr. O’Sullivan asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1) Ts he aware that fully 57 per cent. of the gaol entries are from persons who were imprisoned
because they could not pay the fines imposed upon them ¥
(2.) Will he take into account the desirableness of at onece introducing the system of part payments
(with a corresponding commutation of sentence) recommended by the British Commissioners for
Prisons, and thus afford relief to those poveriy-stricken persons,add to the revenue of the country,
and curtail the expenditure upon prisons ?

Mr. Reid answered,—
(1.) The Comptroller-General of Prisons states in his annual report that this was the case during
1897. .

(2.) The matter will receive consideration.

(4.) Imported Cattle and Sheep :—Dr. Suttor asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) The cost of the cattle and other animals recently imported by the Department?
{2.} The cost of bringing them from Fngland ?
(8.} The funds from which the sbove payments were made ?
(4.) Similar information respeeting the shecp imported some time since ?
Mr. Cook answered,—
(1.) The cost of the 53 imported catile amounted to £2,224, and the 19 pigs, £182.
(2.) The cost of bringing the stock from England has not yet been aseertained. The Agent-
Greneral in his last letter states the necounts for freight, &e., will be forwarded by next mail.
(3.) Those importations form an additional asset to the property of the Government, and have
consequently been charged to the Loan Account.
(4.} In September, 1894, a small consignment of four rams were imported at a cost of £175 12s.
including charges and freight. Paid from Revenue.

s’

(5.) Postmaster at Gulgong :—Mr. Richards asked the Postmaster-General,—
(1) Ts the Postmaster at Gulgong an Blectoral Reglatrar 7
(2.} Is it a fact that during the recent election the said Postmaster took an active part in the snid
clection, and attended meetings in company with a candidate or candidates on certain oceasions
during official hours?
(8.} Had such Postmaster permission for so doing from the Department or from the Publie Service
Board ?
Mr. Cook answered,—
(L) Yes,
(2 and 3.) The Postmaster reports as follows :—“1 did not on any oceasion attend a political
“ meeting during my hours of duty, nor did T at any time take an active part in the recent election.”

(6.) Fines for Overdue Interest on Conditional Purchases :—Mr. Richards asked the Secrotary for
Landg,— :
(1) Will he lay upon the Table of this House a return showing the amount of revenue
derivable for the years 1895-6-7, from fines for overdus intercst or instalments on the scleetions
of the Colony ?
(2.} Wilt be give a specific return in regard to same as affecting the Mudgee, Rylstone, Cassilis,
and Wellington Districts ? ' :

M. Brunker answered,~—1 muet ask the Honorable Member to apply to the Colonial Treasurer
for the information he requires, but perhaps I had better inform him that it will be necessary for
a molion to be passed by the House before such a return will be furnished.

(7.) ETlectoral Registrars :-—Mr. Richards asked the Colonial Secretary,—In regard to the adminis-
tration of the Parliamentary Electorates and Flections Act, will he consider the advisability of
transferring the funetions of Registrar or Deputy-Registrar to Clerks of Petty Scssions in localities
where the duties are now discharged by postal officials ? :

Mr. Brunker answered,—In almost every case the Clerks of Petty Sessions act as Electoral
Registrars, but Acting Clerks of Petty Sessions are not as a rule appointed Assistant Registrars,
as postal officials are preferred. The Acting Clerks of Petty Sessions (who are generally Police
officers) arc frequently absent on duty, and are only appointed when there is no postal official in
the locality.

(8.) Duty on Sugar :—Mr. Perry asked thc‘Colonial Treasurer, —

(1) Is he aware that, in the event of a sufficient aren of cane mot being planted this season,
sugar-mill owners will be compelled to remove their machinery to another Colony or the Islands,
and the industry lost to this Colony ?

(2.) Will he submit his proposals re the retention of £3 per ton duty on sugar to this House in
time to allow planiing operations being undertaken without risk and delay ?

Mr, Reid answered,—I have already intimated what the Government propose to do in this matter.
It can only be done in connection with the Financial Statement, which I }ilope to deliver in two or
three weeks.

(9.) Alleged Cases of Dummying on New Angledool :—Dr. Ross asked the Becretary for Lands,—
(1.} Has he yet decided what action (if any) he intends to take in the alleged six cases of land
dummying on New Angledool, near Walgett, and which were brought under lis notice by Dr. Ross
on the 19th October, 1897 P (2)
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(2.) Ts it his intention to have a searching investigation made into the matter ?

(3.) Is it not a fact that the Progress Committes of New Angledool has made a complaint to him
in writing on the matter, and that they will furnish him with any further information that may be
tequired, so that the investigation may be proceeded with without further delay ?

Mr. Brunker answered ,—

(1 and 2.) My honorable colleague reiterates the statements made in his replies to similar Questions
by the Honorable Member during the last Parliament, viz. :—TFhat, until reliable evidence is forth-
coming, the Government are powerless to deal with the alleged wholesale system of dummying.
He has no desive to withhold proceedings when sufficient warrant for them may be shown. On the
contrary, an invesfigation will be readily ordered if material evidence is given to the Department.
To proceed without evidence simply places the Department in a false and weak position.

(3.) The Progress Committes of New Angledool made communications to the Department in
regard to the matter, but none since August, 1896, and have not furnished or promised to furnish
further evidence, '

(10.) Men Employed at Darling Harbour Goods Station:—Mr. Hughes asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
(1) Is it a fact that men employed on casual labour at Darling Harbour goods station are
compelled 40 work nine hours per day for a wage of 6s.?
(2.) Will he take steps to prevent this?

Mr. Reid answered,—The men referred to are under the control of the Railway Commissioners.
I am informed their hours of labour are fifty-two per week, at a rate of pay which has been in
force for many years as regards casnal labourers. The Commissioners are not aware that the men
so employed are dissatisfied, nor is there any difficulty in obtaining the necessary labour,

(11.) International Patents and Trade Marks Arrangements Act:—Mr. Arthur Grifith asked the
Minister of Justice,—
(1.) Is it a fact that a communication has been received by him to the effect that the Tmperial
Grovernment; has refused to gazete the provisions of the International Pateats and Trade Marks
Arrangements Act passed by the Parlinment of New South Wales and assented to by the Governor
during last year?
(2.) On what grounds is this refusal based ?
(8.) How long has he been in possession of the above information ?
(4.) Why hae this information not been supplied to Mr. Arthur Griffith, M.P., in reply to his
letters of inquiry of 8rd August and previous dates? ‘
(5.) Is it the usual practice of his Department to withhold from the author of the Act of
Parliament information concerning the same #ill after such information has become matter of
public knowledge ?

Mr. Reid answored,—

{1 and 2.) The Home Government has intimated that before the provisions of section 103 of the
Imperial Patents, Designs, and Trades Marks Act of 1893 are applied to a Colony, it is the prae-
tice to require that the Legislature of that Colony shall have made satisfactory provision for the
proteciion of inventions, designs, and trade marks. The provisions for the protection of trade
marks made by the Jaws of this Colony, not being regnrdeé as sufficient, the requisite Order-in-
Couneil has not yel been issued. T may add that it is intended to submis to Parliament a measure
for the amendment of the law when the state of public business will permit, and in the meantime
the question of again requesting the Iome authorities to issue the desired Order-in-Council will
be considered. .

(3.) Since the end of last month,

(4 and 5.) For reasons connected with the recent changes in the administration of the Depart-
ment, it has not heen possible to have the papers in this matter dealt with previously, otherwise
information with regard to it would have been communicated to the Honorable Member in official
form. '

(12.) Inoculation for Tick Fever by Stock Owners on the Border :—Mr. Pyers asked the Secretary
for Mines,~-Seeing that the experiments carried out by the Queensland Stock Department have
proved beyond all doubt that inpenlation for Tick Ilever has had successful results, will he take
steps to allow owners of stock on the Border to inoculate their stock as a precautionary measure ?

Mr. Cook answered,—When the experiments which are now being conducted by the Government
Bacteriologist for the purposes of ascertnining whether the inoculation of dairy cows in any way
affects the millk or dairy produce, are concluded, which it is espected they shortly will be, A
decision will be arrived at as to whether owners will be allowed to inoculate their stock as a
preventive against tiek fever.

4. Lrecrrow Prrrrrox (Mudgeey -—Mr. Bronker, by command, laid upon the Table an Flection
Petition which had been addressed to Ilis Excellency the Governor from Robert Jones, of Mudgee,
alleging that, at the last General Election, Edwin Richarde and the Petitioner were severally
candidates to be elected as Members for the Electoral Distriet of Mudgee; that hefore the said-
clection the Petitioner was doly ndminated for cleetion, in accordance with the provisions of the
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act of 1893 (506 Vie. No. 38) and the Parliamentary
Electorates and Elections Act Further Amendment Ael of 1894 (57 Vie. No. 24); that before
and af the time of the sald nomination the Petitioner was duoly nqualified 1o be elected ;
that the Returning Officer, un the day of the declaration of the poll, declared the number of votes
polled to be as follows, namely :—For Edwin Richards, one thousand and sixty-five,—and for the
Petitioner, one thousand and fifty-vine,—and thereupon declared Tdwin Richards to be duly
clected, and afterwards endorsed on the writ the uame of Edwin Richards as the person =o elected,
and he bas since token his seat in the Legislative Assembly ; dhat the said Edwin' Richards did
directly himself, and indirectly by other persons, give money to certain persons, clectors of the said

Tlectoral
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Electoral District, in order to indace them te vote for him, and promised employment to and
to procure employment for certain persons, electors of the Electorate, in order to induee such
persons to vote for him; that he corraptly, directly and indirectly, gave and provided drink
and entertainment and provisions to many electors, also carriage hire or conveyance; that
he threatened injury, damage, harm, and loss to, and did in other manner practise intimidation
upon and against electors, in order to induce and compel such persons fo vote for him, and to
cause such persons to refrain from voting on behalf of the Petitioner ; that he was guilty of bribery
and other unlawful conduet; that many mistakes were made in counting the ballot-papers at the
several polling-places during the clection, many of the polling-papers being declared formal
which were in reality informal, and many persons not entitled to vote being allowed to vote; that
wany of the polling-papers were not initalled by the Deputy Returning Officers, and wers, there-
fore, informal: Petitioner, therefore, huimbly prays that his Petition may be dealt with according
to law, and that the return of the said Edwin Richards ay be declared null and void for the
reasons aforesaid ; that a scrutiny of all ballot-papers should be made by the Commiftee of
Elections and Qualifications ; that it may be declared and determined that the said Edwin Richards
has, at the said election, been guilty of the offence of treating and bribery and other unlawful
conduct; that, for the reasons aforesaid, it may be declared that the said Edwin Richards was not
lawfully elected, and is not such Mewber for Mudgee ; that it may be declared and determined that
the Petitioner was duly clected at the zaid election, and is entitled - to take his seat accordingly ;
and that sueh further or other order and determination may be made in the premises as may be
just.

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Brunker, that the Petition be referred to the Committee of Elections
and Qualificaiions.

5. Mortcreaniries Acr o 1867 Amesvixe Brnn:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, pursuant to leave granted
on the 23rd August, 1888, presented o Bill, intituled * A4 Bill to amend the Municipaiities Act
of 1867, to enable municipalities to let, lease, or sell lands within their boundaries upon which rates
are due and remain unpaid for a period of more than five years, —whicl was read a ficst time.
Ordercd to be printed, and read 2 second time on Tuesday, 4ih October.

6. Parers :—Me. Young laid upon the Table,— '
(1) Accounts of the South Head Koads Trust for half-year ended 30th June, 1898,
{2.) Notification of resumption, wnder the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, parish of
Yetersham, county of Cumbertand, for Drainage Works for the Western SBuburbs of Sydney.
(3.) Return to an Order, made on 23rd August, 1898,—* Classifiesl Roads in the Glen Tunes,
¢ Tenterfield, Ynverell, and Warialda Districts.”
(4.) By-laws of the Borough of Armidalo, under the Country Towns Water and Sewerage Act of
1880.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Brunker laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Police Report on case of Bllen Baker, alias Peasley.
(2.) Papers respecting Rifle Bhooting under Active Servico Conilitions.
(3.) Report of Board for International Bxchanges.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Cominittee.

7. Apsounyunst:—Mr, Speaker stated that he had received from the Honorable Member for The
Tweed, Mr. Meagher, 2 Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that le desired to move the
adjournment of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz—* The
“ abuse of the Criminal Law in regard 10 the arrest of the womon Ellen Peasley, at Newtown, on
“ an alleged charge of vagrancy.”

And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honorable
Members,—

Mr. Meagher moved, That this House do now adjourn,

Debate ensued.

Question put and negatived.

8. Casm or Tuocyas Buokney—Yunric Worxy Deearryurt :—Mr. E. M. Clark moved, pursuant to

amended Notice,—
(1) That a Seleet Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upoen the case of Thomas

Buckley, dismissed from the Public Works Department.
(2.) That such Comnittee consist of Mr. Young, Mr. Spruson, Mr. Holman, Mr. McGowen, Mr.
MeFariane, Mr. ('Sullivan, Mr. Chanter, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Waddell, and the Mover.
Debate ensued.
Mr. Waddell moved, That the Question be amended by the addition of the following paragraph :—
“ (8.) That the Minutes of Proceedings and Fvidence of the Select Committees of Sessions
1896 and 1897 respectively, together with all papers referred thereto, be referred to such
* Committee.”
Question,—That the words proposed to be added be so added,~put and passed.
(Question, as amended, then put and passed.

9. Crpary or JoEN SurnivaX, Hawsours a¥p Rivens DeparTMEST :(—Mr. McLean moved, pursuant
to Notice :—
(1) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the elaim of Joho
Sullivan for compensation through loss of employment in the Harbours and Rivers Department.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Young, Mr, Lyne, Mr. O"Sullivan, Me. Frice, Mr. E. M.
Clark, Mxr. Wright, Mr. Rigg, and the Mover.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed. 10.
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10. Diseasrn Axmmars a¥p Mwuar Brnrn:—Mr. Levien moved, pursnant to Notice.—That this House

il

12,

13,

14,

15,

16.

- 17,

will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into & Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency
of bringing iu o Bill to provide for the refund of the purchase money of any animal or carcase sold
by auction and eondemued under the 1)iseased Animals and Meat Aect of 1892, and the return of
the apimal or earease to the auctionesr,

Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

Lawps rro¥rIne TunoseY axp Corrave CREEES, s0LD BT A. A. Davaar, Fsq. :—Mr. Fegan

moved, pursuant to Notice,—

(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire info and report upon the sale of land by
A. A Dangar, Esq., nt Wickham, fronting Throsby Creek and Cottago Creek.

(2} That such Committee cousist of Mr. Curruthers, Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Perry, Mr. Sleath,
Mr. Carroll, Mr. Edden, JMr. Nobbs, Mr. Dick, Mr. Nicholson, and the Mover.

(3.) That the Minutes of Procecdings and Evidence of the Select Committee of Session 1896 be
referred to such Committee.

Question put and passed.

TransiT Cosassion :—Mr. Whiddon woved, pursnant to Notice, That, in the opinion of this

House, it is expedient that the Government should bring in a Bill for the purpose of abolishing
or materially altering the constitution of the Transit Commission, with a view to the better control
of the vehicular traflie of the city of Sydney; also for the moro satisfactory working, in the interest
of those who at present are subject to the rules and regulations, of the Commission as now con-
stituted.

Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

Carizan PuriseMeNT Asoritiox Binn:—Mr. Haynes moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be
given to bring in a Bill for the abolition of capital punishment.
Mr. Copeland moved, That the Question be amended by the addition of the words “in certain
cases.”
Question,—That the words proposed to be added be so added,—put and passed.
Question, as amended, then pus and passed.

Layp Boarpy Evecrrox Binn:—Mr. Haynes moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to

bring in a Bill to render the Land Boards elective to the extent of * two” of their number.
Debate ensued. .

Mr. Meagher moved, That the Question be amended by Ieaving out the word “ two ” and inserting
the words “ a portion,” instead thereof.

Question proposed,—That the word proposed to be lefs nut stand part of the Question.

Debate continued.

Question,—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and negatived.
Question, That the words proposcd to be inserted be so jnserted, puf, and voices given,—Mr.
Speaker alated his opinion that the Ayes had it.

Wherenpon, Division cailed for, and Mr. 8peaker having, in aeeordanee with 8tanding Order No.
213, directed the Members to take their seats to the right and left of the Chair respectively,
declared the determination of the House to be in the afirmaiive, as ihere were only five Members
in the minority who had ehallenged his deuisian.

The following arc the names of the Members in the minority, viz. :—Mr. Ashton, Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Cruickshank, Mr. Thomas Brown, and Mr. A#leck.

Question, as amended, ihen put and passed.

DrsTuksses For Resr axp Reprtviss Asesvuest Brin:—Mr. Haynes moved, pursuant to
Notice, That leave be given to bring ina Bill to amend the Distresses for Rent and Replevins
Act, 15 Vie. No. 11,

Question put and passed.

MunictrartTies Acr AMENnMEST Biun:—Mr. David Davis moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave
be given to brivg in a Bill to amend the Municipalities Act, G1 Vie. No. 23, in regard to the
appointment of auditors.

{Juestion put and passed.

Drvorce Jurtspreriox :—Mr, Dacey moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table
of this House a return showing,— -
(1.) The number of cases of divorce that have been before the Court since the passing of the
Divorce Act of 1892, showing ench vear separately.
{2.) The number of divorces granted.
(3.) The number refosed, '
((I{P.) The number of marriages contracted sinee the passing of the above Aet that have onded in
ivorce.
(5.) The like information for the six years prior to 9th Mav, 1802,
Question put and passed.

18. CHARGE AGATNST QUARTER-MASTER SERCEANT Troy:—Mr. Meagher moved, pursnant to Notice,

That there be laid upon the Table of this ITouse all depositions, documents, eommunications,
papers, &c., used at the Court of inquiry held at the Vietoria Barracks, Swidney, on Sth July, 1898,
‘on a charge preferred against Quarter-master Sergeant Troy, of the Permunent Staff.
Question put and passed. .

19
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19

20.

22.-

23.

24,

Arricament or WAGES ABoLiTION BILT:

(1) Mr. Arthur Griffith moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to abolish

attachment of wages,
Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr, Griffith then presented a Bill, intituled * A Bill 1o abolish attachment of wages,”—which was
read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, Gth Septamber

Baxx Hormpays Acr AMENDMENT Bion:—

(1.) Mr. Arthur Griflith moved, purauant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend
the Bank Holidays Act.
Question put and passed.

{2.) Mr. Grifiith then presented a Bill, intituled “ A Bl te amend the Bank Holidays dct,"—which
was read o first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read o second timo on Tuesday, 18th October.

ParnramexTany Ernkcropatis AXD EpEcTIONs Acr AMENDMENT Brnn:—DMr. Meagher moved,
pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the Parliamentary Electorates
and Elections Act by the abolition of electors’ rights, and .enabling elcetors absent from their
clectorates to exerciso the franchise.

Question put and passed.

Liyaratiox or SeecErs :—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick moved, pursuant to Notice, That it be an
instructionr to the Standing Orders Committee to frame a Standing or Sessional Order for sub-
mission to the House hereafter, for the purpose of ﬁxmg & time limit, 7., that of two hours, for
motions for adjournment.

Question put and passed.

Parrraventany BErecrorares AND JErEcrroxns Acr AMENDMEST Bun (No. 2):—Mr. Haynes
moved, pursnant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the Parlismentary
Electorates and Elections Act 56 Vie. No. 38, with a view to legalising voting by post in certain
cases ; and for other purposes incidental thercto.

Question put and passed.

Crary oF SamurL anp Mary LeEmon:—Dr. Ross moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the claim of Samuel
Lemon and Mary Lemon, regarding compensation for land resumed for railway purposes on Molong
Parkes and Forbes Railway.
(2.) That such Commitice consist of Mr, Young, Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. Affleck, Mr. E, 3. Clark,
Mr, Perry, Mr. Gormly, Mr. Edden, Mr. Hurley, Mr. Rose, and the Mover.
Debate ensned.
Question put and passed,

5. Comairrer oF ELecTioNs axD Quavniricarions:—Mr. Spenker, pursuant to the requirements of

the Parlinmentary Electorates and Elections Act of 1893, laid upon the Table his Warrant
appointing James Ashton, Esquire, to be a Member of the Committee of Elections 'md Qualifica-
tione for the present beasmn,—ot which the following is a copy :—

“ By the Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
“ of New South Wales.

* Pursuant to the power in that behalf vested in me, ns Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of
“ New South Wales, by the Parliamentary Llectorates and Elections Act of 1893, I do hereby
* appoint—
James Ashton, Esquire,

“ being o Member of the said Assembly, to be a Member of the Committee 01: Elections and
** Qualifications in tho eaid Act referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid,
“in the room of Varney Parkes, Esquire, whose seat in the said Agsembly bath been declared
‘¢ yacant by reason of his acceptance of the office of Postmaster-General.

“ Given under my hand, ab the Legislative Assembly Chamber, Macquarie-street, Sydney,
‘ this 30th day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight bundred and
“ pimety-eight.”
“J. P. ABBOTT,
“ Speaker.”

The House adjourned, at Lwenty minutes after Ten o'clock, until To-morrow at Three o’clock.

F. W. WEBB, J. P. ABBOTT,

Qlerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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1. The House met pursusnt to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair,

QUESTIONS :—

(L.} Exchange of Land at Salisbury Court, Uralla District : — Mr. Austin Chapman, for Mr, O'Sullivan,
asked the Secretary for Lands,—Is it his intention to proceed with the land exchange at Salisbury
Court, Uralla Distriet, and to abandon the proposal to establish an experimental farm there?

7. Brunker answered,—The exchange having been recommended by the Loeal Land Board, was
approved—it then remained with the applicant to proceed with the case, but he has withdrawn
his deeds and evidently is not disposed to accept the Departmental decision. The Mines Depart-
ment has control of the question of model farms. '

(2.) Wool-washing on bank of Murrumbidgee River, near Gundagai:—Mr. Gormly asked the
Colonial Seeretary,—
(1.)_Has a Chinaman during the summer of 1897-8, or at any other time, carricd on wool-washing
on the bank of the Murrumbidgee River, near Gundagai, and thercby polluted that stream ?
(2) Tf such has taken place, will steps be taken to prevent the nuisance occurring again ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—
(1 and 2.) I will have inquiry made into this matter, and if, as stated hy the Honorable Member, a
nuisance iy being created, steps will be taken to avert it

(3.} Empiloyment of Men on Loop-line, at Belford :—Mr. Dight asked the Colonial Treasarer,—
(1.) Is it a fact that a loop-line at Belford, on the Great Northern Railway, is being constructed
by a detachment; of men from the Labour Burean ?

(2.) Ts he aware that there are s number of local men who would be giad of the work ? :
(3.) Will he sce that local men are given preference on these works in lieu of the system mow
adopted of sending men from Sydney ?

Mz, Rewa answered,—I am informed that the work in guestion will be comgleted in about ten days,
and js being carried out almost entirely by men permanently engaged in the Railway Department
in the northern division.  Only two men were sent from Sydney {o assist in the construction of
the work. :

(4) Sick leave in the General Post Office:—Mr. Stevenson asked the Postmaster-General —Is
he aware that no reply has been given by the Public Service Board to tho Gencral Division of the
General Post Office with reference to the matter of sick leave, brought under the Board’s notice
in January last?

Mr. Cook answered,—I am advised by the Board as follows:—* The Public Service Board have
““ not been unmindful of the representations made to them by the officers referred to, and they hepe
“ 1o be able in a short time to submit amended Regulations for the approval of the Governor and
¢ the Exccutive Council, which will satisfactorily deal with the question of sick leave which affects
“not only the officers in the General Division of the Post Offico but a large number employed in
“ other Departments also.” :

(5.) Case of Thomas Suffield :—Mr. Price asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1.) What sentence was imposed upon Thomas Suffield ?
(2.) What portion of the term has heen served by him ? '
(3.) What term has the prisoner now to scrve, allowing for remission on account of good conduct ?
(4.) In view of the doubts existing in the public mind as to his guilt, will the Minister cause an
inquiry to be made in accordance with the practice of his Department ?
(5.) If so, when will such inquiry be instituted ? _ Ay,

-
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AMr. Reid answered,—

(1.} Ten years' penal servitude.

{2.) Seven years, four months, and twenty-four days.

(3.) One month and tweaty-four days. ,

(4 and 5.} The Minister of Justice has not vet been able to give such consideration to this case as
would enable him to express an opinion on its merits.

(6.) Life-pnsses on the Railways :—Mr. ITaynes asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Will he furnish the

House with the names of the persons who now hold life-passes for the railways ?

Mr. Reid answered,—1 shall be glad if the Honorable Member will move for this information in
shape of a return, '

(7.) Water Supply for Cumnock :—Dr. Ross asked the Sceretary for Public Works,~-

(1.} Is he aware that owing to the frequent recurrence of droughts the inhabitants of Cumnock
suffer severely from a searcity of water, and have to draw it some miles for domestic purposes
during dry seasons ?

(2.) Under these circumstances, will he see that steps are taken to have a report made of the
matter by an efficient officer, with the view of devising some suitable scheme for conscrving o
water supply for the inhabitants ?

Mr. Young answered,—As Comnock is unincorporated the matter of providing o water supply to
the town in not one for this Department to deal with,

(8.) Carts used by Chinesc for Conveying Vegctables to Market:—Dr. Ross asked:the Colonial

Secretary,—

(1.) Is he aware that Chinese gardeners are in the habit of conveying stable manure, &c., in carts
that are subsequently used for carrying vegetables and other produce to market ?

(2.) Will he see that steps be taken to have carts so used subsequently cleaned and disinfected
before being again used for the purpose of conveying vegetables to market ?

Mr. Brupker answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Chief Medical
Officer of the Government:—

(1) No.

(2.} The matter is one which would properly engage the attention of the local authorities within
whose districts the markets referred to are situated, who have powers to regulate the conduct of
business at them.

(9.) Convietions under Public Health Aet:—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Secretary,—

(L) The number of convictions that have taken place since the Public Health and Food and
Liquor Adulteration Acts came into operation ?

{2.) What has been the nature of such convictions, and where did they occur?

(3.) Are any steps being faken by the Government for the purpose of detectivg and suppressing
food frauds and the evils arising from food and liquor adulterations; if so, by whom?

(4.) The number of ramples of food and Kquer, alleged to be adulterated, submitted to the Govern-
ment Analyst for analysis since the Act came into operation ?

(5.) What did the articles (if any) so submitted and analysed consist of, and by whom were they
submitted for analysis ?

My, Reid answered,—I am afraid T must ask the Honorable Member to move for this information
in the shape of a return.

{10.) Exchange of Land at Tarras Lake, near Molong :—Dr. Rosy asked the Secretary for Lands,—

(1.) Is it his intention to proceed with the exchange of land at Larras Lake, near Molong, after
the written protest made by Dr. Ross on behalf of the public?

(2.} Is he aware that the Crown Jand proposed to be exchanged is the best in the district, being
bounded by the Bell River and Molong Crecek, and contains a never-failing anpply of water for
teamsters and the travelling public, it being a valuable water reserve ?

(8.) Will he see that steps are taken to have the application of the runholder for the exchange
disallowed in the interest of the public?

Ay, Brunker answered,—My honorable colleague understands that the Land Board have make a
Eersonal inspection of the lands proposed to be exchanged, and furnished a report thereon, which
a8 not as yet been bofore him, but in dealing therewith every care will be taken by him to
protect the interests of the public. He will be glad, too, to receive the benefit of the Honorable
Member’s experience of the land to help him to decide the ease when it is ripe for decision.

(11.) Amendment of the Government Railways Act:—Mr. Nobbs asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

Will he take eariy steps to amend the Railway Act on the lines of the Victorian Railways Aect, so
as to provide for the consiitution of an Appeal Board, upon which the employees shall have
direct representation ?

Mr. Reid answered,—I will take this very important matter into my consideration.

(12.) Construction of Electric Tramway in George-street:—AMr. Perry, for Mr. Nelson, asked the

Secretary for Public Works,—
(1) Has his attention been drawn to the state of (eorge-street, cansed by the construetion of the
electric tramway ; if not, will he have inquiry made ?
(2.) Is it not possible to arrange with the contractor to put on three shifts, using a portable
electric light plant at night ?
(3.) Will be give this matter his early attention, so that the business people in George-street may
have only to put up with the minimum amount of annoyance and loss P 5

Ir.

Y
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Mr. Young answered,—This matter was brought under my attention some wecks ago, and after
carcful consideration I came to the conclusion that the works could not be properly carried out at
night. I gave instructions, however, that all legitimate means should ke adopted, with a view of
expediting the work and minimiging the inconvenience complained of,

(13.) Applications of Messrs, Ongley for Oyster Culture Leases, Manning River :—2Mr. Carroll, for
Mr, Meagher, asked the Colonial Secretary,— )
(1) Did William Savage Ongley make application to the Commissioners of Fisheries on the 4th
November, 1897, for five leases of Jand on the Manning River for the purposce of oyster culture,
two of which were granted and three refused ?
(2.) Were any objections lodged against the applications; if objections were lodged, what was
their nature ; and, if no objections were lodged, on what grounds were three of the lenses refuged ?
{3.) Did John Heary Ongley make appleation on the 24th March, 1898, for the three leases
which had been refused to William Savage Ongley ? .
(4.) Were any objections lodged against the application of Jobhr Henry Ongley ; if so, what were
th;_} ohjeg:tions; and, if there were none, on what ground was John Henry Ongley’s application
refused
(5.) Is it true that both applicants were denied an opportunity of knowing if any and what
objections were lodged againat their applications? ‘
(6.) Did William Savage Ongley and George Marshall make application on the 15th of Aungust,
1868, for a lease of the land already refused to W. 8. Ongley and J. H. Ongley ; and was such
application refused on the ground that a prior application was in before them?
(7.) What time elapsed between the refusal of J.H. Ongley and the joint application of W. 8,
Ongley and George Marshall ; and when was the prior application referred to lodged P
{8.) Were the Commissioners aware that, pending the decision upon their applications, W. 8. and
J. H. Ongley had extensively cultivated the land for oyster purposes ?

Mr, Brunker answered,—The following Answers have been furnished by the Commissioners of
Tisheries :—
(1) Yes.
(2.) Objections were lodged against three of the applications, which the Commissioners consider
sufficient reason for refusing the leases.
(8.} Yes,
(4.) Answered by No. 2.
(5.) No.
(6,) Yes.
((7.% i‘Tive days—the application was received on 11th August, 1898.
8. 0. '

{14.) Holidays to the Police:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Colonial Sccretary,—With regard
to the annual holidays of the police, will he extend the principle to those officers who are located
in eonntry distriets, so that they may enjoy their holidays regulatly every year?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The Inspector-General of Police states that the fourteen daya’ leave per
apnum wilt be allowed to all members of the Torce who desire it. -

(15.) Eradieation of Noxious Weeds:—Mzr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Secrctary for Lands,—
Does he propose to introduce and pass a Bill this Session dealing with the eradication of noxious
weeds ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—A Bill is ready for introduction at the first opportune time.

(18.) Public Works Committee :—Mr. E. M, Clark asked the Secrefary for Public Works,—

(1.) Have the Public Works Committee power, under the provisions of the Public Works Act, to
vote sume of maney for providing refreshmonts and conveyances for the Committee ?

(2.} Out of which public account were the following sums voted by the Committee on the dates
named, pnid as shown in their last published report of the Committee:—(a) Sth June, 1897,
Jas. Morris, hire of vehicles, duplicate main, Prospect to Potts’ Hill, £6; G. Baumann, caterer,
£4 19s. 6d.; Aerated Bread Company, £2 12s. 6d.; (B) 6th July, 1898, G. Baumann, caterer,
(Flebe Island Bridge, £2 ¥s. 6d.; (c) 24th January, 1808, Rosehill to Dural Railway,
W. G. Baumann, caterer, £9 6s.; 3rd February, R. J. Black, hire of vehicles, £12; 11th February,
Jno. Noake, tobacconist, 18s. ; 14th March, Baumann, £4 17s. 6d.°?

Mr. Young answered,—T have received through the Honorable the Speaker from the Secretary to
the Committee the following information :— .
(1) Yes. .
(2.) By section 12 of the Public Works Act the Committee, in considering and reporting on any
work referred to them, are directed to * take such measures and procure such information as may
“ enable them to inform or satisfy the Legislative Assembly as to the expediency of carrying out
* the work in question,” and, in the case of proposed works within the boundaries of the county of
Cumberland, visits of inspection and inquiry are made to the sites of the works by all or most of
the Committee. These visils generally occupy most of the day, and—as in the case of an inspection
of a railway route, a site for a sewage farm, or a route proposed for a duplicate water-main—some
expenditure upen vehicles and refreshment is abeolutely necessary. This expenditure is met from
the small amount for incidental expenses connected with the Committee’s inquiries voted on the
Estimates. No travelling expenses are paid to the Committee during these visits. It is only when
engaged in an inquiry outside the county of Cumberland that members receive their travelling
espenses. This procedure has been followed from the inception of the Committee. a7)

' 17.
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(17.) Imported Cattle :—Mr. Suttor asked the Secretary for Mines,—

(1.) Having stated that the cattle recently imported “ form an additional asset to the property of
“the Government, and have consequently been charged to the Loan Account,” will he be good
enough to say from what Loan Vote the amount was charged ? :

(2.) ¥rom what Vote was the amount paid for imported stock in September, 1894, drawn ?

(3.) Did the Goverament approve of these expenditures ¥

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1) To item of £10,000, *“ Agricultural Colleges and Bsperimental Farms,” on Loan Vote,
60 Victoria No. 2.

(2.) The Contingent Vote under the Department of Agriculture.

{3.) Yes. :

2. Baxywrry's Traxway axp Erecrric Ligwrvg Bion:—Mr. Cohen presented a Potition from Thomas

Sayweil, werchant, of Sydney, praying for leave to bring in a Bill to extend the time of operation
of and to amend Saywell’s Tramway Act of 1834 and Saywell’s Tramway Act Amendment Act,
and to enable Thomas Saywell, or his executors, administrators, and assigns to employ clectricity
as a motive and propelling force on a certain tramway, loop-lines, and sidings constructed by himn
by virtue of the said Acts from Bay-street Station, on the Illuwarra Railway, to and along Lady
Robinson’s Beach, and fo cnable the said Thomas Saywell, or his executors, administrators, or
assigns to supply electricity for any publie or private purpose and for the purpose of lighting the
streets and public and private pluces, houses, and premises in the municipal district of Rockdale,
and to supply electric power to persons and public and private bodies in the said municipal distriet-
and to exercise all powers necessary for such purposes, and for the generating and supply of -
slectric power to the said municipal district.

And Mr, Cohen having produced the Government Glazette, and the St George’s Advocate and
Daily Telegraph newspapers, containing the notices required by the 395th Standing Order,—
Petition reccived.

8. Cratyr of SaMukD AND Mary Lesox:—Dr. Ross (by consent) moved, without Notice, That the

Return to Order,—* Application of Samuel and Mary Lemon for compensation,” of Session 1889,
be referred to the Select Committee now sitting on * Claim-of Samuel and Mary Lemon.”
Question put and passed.

4. Carrrar PoxismMesT AnonitioN Binn:—Mr. Haynes, pursuant fo leave granted on 30th August,

1898, presented u Bill, intituled ‘A Bitl to provide for the abolition of capital punishment in certain
cases, —which was read a first time, '
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 18th October.

5. ParERs:—

Mr. Young laid upon the Table,—Notifieations of resumptions, under the Public Worls Act of 1889,

of land, for Public School Purposes, at -Combo, Lakelands, Lintondale, Wellington Vale, 'and
Yarrahappini,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mzr. Cook laid upon the Table,~- Amended Telephone and Telegraphic Regulations and Rates.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Reid laid upon the Table,—

{1.) Additional Gacl Regulation, No. 80a.

(2.) General Abstracts of Banking, Land, Building, and Investment Companies—Liabilities and
Asseta—for quarter ended 306k June, 1898,

(3.) Copies of Telegrams that passed between the Premier of New South Wales and the Premiers
of other Colonies in regard o a Conference after the Federal Referendum had been declared.
Refoerred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,

6. Mey sexr 1o Rarcway Deviation Work (Ibormal Motion) :—Mr. Perry moved, pursuant to

Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House a return showing,—

(1.) The number of men sent by the Labour Bureau, or otherwise, to railway deviation work
during the year ended 30th June last,

(2.) The total cost of such work for the year.

(3.) The number of men employed on railway deviations now ; and the weekly cost of same.
Question put and passed.

7. Mzrx EmrroveD oN REniEr Work oN CestenNian Parx (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Perry moved,

pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House a return showing,—

(1.) The number of men who were cmployed at sand-shifting or other relief work on the Centennial
Park during the year ended 30th June last,

(2.} The total cost of such work, including all wages, rations, &c.

(8.) The number of men employed there now, and the weekly cost of same.

Question put and passed.

8. MEN EMPLOYED ON WORK aAr Siuka’s CREER, MUDDY CREER, AxD THE SEWAGE. Fary (Formal

Motion) :—Mr. Perry moved, pursuant to Notice, Thet there be laid upon the Table of this House
a return showing,—
(1.) The number of men employed in connection with the works at Shea’s Creck, Muddy Creek,

z;mrnd tl;e Sewage Farm, and any other works connected therewith, during the year ended 30th
une last.

(2.) The total cost of such works during the year.

(8.) The number of men employed on either of such works now, and the weekly cost of same.
Question put and passed. .

9.
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MuN EMPLOYED SCRUB-cUTIING (Formal AMotion) :—Mr. Perry moved, pursuant to Notice, That
there be laid upon the Table of this House a return showing,—
(1) The number of men cmployed serub-cutting during the year ended 30th June Iast, includiog
all gangs sert to the Murray, Weat Bogan, or any other district,
(2.) The total] cost of such work for the year, including all rations, water, and other expenses.-
(3.) The number of men now employed on such work, and the totai weekly cost.
Question put and passed.

Trave Orrrovy Biit (Lormel Motion):—Mr. Dacey moved, pureuant to Notice, That this House
will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a Commuttee of the Whole fo consider the expediency of
bringing in a Bill to limit the hours of labour in certain frades or occupations,

Question put and passed.

GinnTsHEE (Wages Prorecrion) Bionn (Formal Motion) :—

(1) Mr. Edden moved, pursuant fo Notice, That leave be given to bringin a Bill to exemptin
certain cases from attachment to answer a judgment debt certain wages due, owing, or accruing
by o garnishee to the judgwent debior.

Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Edden then presented a Bill, intituled * 4 Bill f¢ cxempt in certain cases from aftachment
to answer a judgment debt certain wages duc, ewing, or accruing by a garnishee to the judgment
debtor,”—which was read a first time,

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 4th October.

Mivive Laws Asmesoyest Bon (Formel Motion) -——Mr. Moore moved, pursuant to Notice, That
leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the Mining on Private Lands Aet, 1894, and the Mining
Laws Amendment Act, 1896
Question put and passed

AvsTRaTASIAN FRDFRATION : —Mr. Reid moved, pursuant to Notice,—That, in view of the nearly
equally divided vote of the clectors of New South Wales, on the 3rd June last, upon the
question of the acceptance or rejection of the Bill framed by the Convention constituted under
the Federal Enabling Acts, and the fact that the statutory number of votes in its favour
was not recorded,and in view of the conclusion, confirmed by the results of the recent General
Election, that the Bill is not acceptable to the electors of this Colony in its present shape,
although the electors have made it clear that they are strongly in favour of union with the sister
Colonies, upon lines which can be mutually accepted as fair and just to all, this House affirms :—
(1.} Its desire that steps should be taken without delayin conjunction with the other Colonies to
bring about the completion of federal union. .

(2.) TIts desire that the other Colonies should agree to reconsider those provisions of the Bill most
generally objected to in New South Wales; namely . —
(n) Iepresentation in the Senate—
concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other
Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
majorily at a joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
should decide; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by a provision for a
National Referendum.
(&) The 871l Clause, known as the Braddon Clause—
concerning which the House desires to submit for the consmderation of the other Colonies
that this Clause should be remeved from the Bill.
(¢} The Capital of the Commoniwealth—
concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
that Clause 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
of the Federal Capital in such place within the boundaries of New South Wales as the
Federal Parliament may determine. oL
(d) The Boundaries of States—
concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State
without its own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by clause 127, as to the
representation of States.
(¢) fniand Ripers—
concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
that the uee of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation should
be more clearly safeguarded. -
() Money Bills—
concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonics,
that there should be a uniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that provided in
the case of Tazation Bills, and Bills for the ordinary annnal services of the Commonwealth,
(g} Judicial Appeals from States—
concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of ihe other Colonier,
that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
namely, the appeal should either bo to the Privy Council, or to the Iigh Court, but not
as at present, indiscriminately to either.
(3.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other respeets upon a fair and just
footing—to accept the financial system embodied in the Bill, with the one exception mentioned,
this House earnestly invites furlher inquiry into, and a more thorough consideration of, the
financial clauses, regarding us evils to be uvoided if possible cxcessive burdens of taxation, a
prolonged system of book-kecping, uncertainty as to the amonnt of the surplus to be divided, and
uncertainty as to the method of distmibnifng it among the States.

Mr. Copeland moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.
Question put and passed.
Ordercd, That the Debate be adjourned until Wednesday next. 14,
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14, Sprcrar. ADIoURNMERNT:—Mr. Reid (by consent) moved, without Notice, That this House, at its
rising this day, do adjourn until Tresday next.
Question put and passed.

15, Mmsivg Laws AMENDMENT Binn:—Mr, Moore, pursuant to leave granted this day, presented a
Bill, intituled “ A Bill to amend the Mining on Private Lands Act of 1894, and the Mining Laws
Amendment Act of 1896, —which was read a first time,

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tueaday, 4th October.

16. ApjournMENT:—DMr. Beid moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued. '

Question puf and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at a quarter before Nine o’clock, until Tuesday next at Three o'clock.

k. W. WEBB, J. P. ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. : Speaker.
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TUESDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER, 1898.
1, The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr, Speaker took the Chair.

QQUEBTIONS 1

(1.) Oost of Royal Commission on Public Works Department :— Mz, Edden, for Mr. Suttor, asked the
Secretary for Public Works,—The cost to the country of the Royal Commission, appointed at the
instance of the present Postmaster-General, Mr. Varney Parkes, to inquire into the alleged mis-
conduct of certain officers in the Public Works Department ? . :

Mr. Young answered—I aminformed by the Treasury Department that the payments per Treasury
books amount to £2,432 7s. 9d.

(2.) Granting of Hawkers' Licenses to Assyrians :—Myr. Pyers, for Mr, Price, asked the Colonial
Secretary,—
(1) Is tyhere a uniform practice existing in regard to the granting of hawkers’ licenses to Assyrians
and other aliens ; if not, will he be good enough to obtain a report upon the matter, with a view to
the establishment of a uniform system ?
(2.} Were uny reports furnished by the magistrates; if so, what is the nature of such reports, and
will he be good enough to lay them upon the Table of this House ?
(8.) Is it a faet that in the country districts complaints have been made of intimidation by
Assyrian hawkers and other aliens ?
(4.) Will be prevent the issue of hawkers' licenses to undesirable aliens ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The Honorable the Minister of Justice hay furmished me with the
following replies :—

(L) 8o far as T am aware, there is no uniform practice. By law the granting of applications for
"hawkers' licenses is vested in the Benches of Magistrates, and the exercise of that discretion can
be limited only by amending legislation. The question of introducing such legislation will be
considered.

(2.) Yes, in January, 1896. As the reports were of a somewhat confidential naiture, I do not
think they should be laid upon the Table, but there will be no objection to the Honorable Member
seeing them at the Department of Justice, if ho so desires.

(3. Yes.

(4.) Answered by No. 1.

(8.) Dredging for Gold in River Beds :-—Afr. Cwrroll, for Mr. Neison, asked the Secretary for
fines,—

(1.) How many applications have been made to the Department by persons desiring to lease the
river beds in the interior for the purpose of dredging for gold ? :

© (2) Isit a fact that the Government have no power to lease the river beds according to the
mining laws of the Colony P
(3.) If so, will he introduce an amending Bill at an early date to rectify these defects, and allow
people Lo get possession of the river beds for the purpose abovenamed ?

Mr. Couk answered,—
(1) Thirty-one.
(2) Yes.
(8.) The consideration of this urgent and important subject is receiving every attention,

(4) Cost of Works referred to Public Works Committee:—Mr, Carroll asked the Colonial,
Treasurer,— .
(1.) ‘What was the estimated cost of works referred to the Public Works Committee during the
past three years ?
(2) What was the estimated cost of the works approved by the Public Works Committee during
that period ¥ ' - Mr.
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Mr. Reid answered,—
(1) £6,488,166. .
(2.) £2,4585,504. These figures represent a difference between the estimated expenditure as shown
in the references to the Committee, and the expenditure recommended by them, of £4,002,662, but
as the inquiry respecting one proposed work—weirs on the river Idarling, between Bourke and
Wilcannia, the cstimated cost of which is £310,000—was not proceeded with, the amount
£4,002,662 1s thereby reduced to £3,692,662.

(3.) Rossiville-Eenmore Asylum :—Mr. E. M. Clark acked the Sceretary for Public Works,—

(1.) 'Will he lay upon the Table of this House—(2) All papers and documents relating to the
competition for designs for the Rossiville-Kenmore Asylum, together with the printed conditions
of same which were signed by compelitors; (&) also the reports of the Government Architect,
Inspector-General of Insane, and Mr. Horbury Hunt, on the designs submitted, together with
their adjndication and awards; (¢) also papers and report from C. H. Howell, Eeq., of London,
on the three first premiated designs sent Home, and submitted to him, with the names attached in
their relativé positions, Ist, 2nd, and 3rd, as placed by Mr. Howell ?

(2.) Is the present design: being carricd out on the én eckelon prineiple; and was not the design
placed first by Mr. Howell the only one planned in this manner, viz., the én eehelon 7

(3.) Wae not Mr. Sulman, of Messrs. Sulman and ower, or the firm, paid » sum as solatium or
recompense ; if €0, for what reason ?

Mr. Young answered,—

(1) There will be no objection if moved for in the usual manner,

(2.) The present design 1s being carried out on the * echelon ™ principle. The design placed first
by Mr. Howell wag not the only one designed on this principle.

(3.) Messrs. Snlman and Power, together with four other competitors, were awarded premiums in
accordance with the General Conditions of Competition,

(6. Crown Lands Act:—Mr, Affleck aeked the Secretary for Lands,—

(1) Ts it a fact that he is now preparing & new Land Act, to bc submitted to the prosent
Parliament ?

(2.) Is it his intention to provide in such new Act, or will he provide otherwise, to abolish the
clause requiring a fresh survey fec to be paid each time if the land is selected more than once,
either as a conditional purchase or a conditional lease ?

(3.) Is it his intention also in any nmending Act to provide for abolishing the 10 per cent. clause
now in the 1895 Land Act, and which 1s charged if the instalments are not paid at the date due?
(4.y TIs it lis intention in any new Land Act to provide that land may be taken up at its true
value; or does he still propose to retain the arbitrary price of £1 per acre for country lands,
irrespective of the quality of such land ?

Mr. Carruthers answered,—

(1) Yes. A Billis being prepared to amend in eertain respects the present land law.

(2, 3, and 4.) These are questions of public policy, and will be taken into conmsideration by me
before the Bill is presented to Parliament.

(7.) Consolidation of the Stock Acts:—Mr. J. 0. I, Fitepatrick, for Mr. Piddington, asked the

Secretary for Mines,—Is it the intention of the Government to introdnce a Bill for the consoli-*
dation of the various Stoek Acts of the Colony during the present Session ?

Mr. Cook answered,—Yes.

(8.) Civil Service Superannuation Fund :—My. J. C. L. Fifzpatrick, for Mr. Piddington, asked the

Colonial Treasurer,—

(1) Is it the intention of the Government fo at once repay to Civil Servants who voluntarily
ceased to subseribe to the Civil Service Superannuation Fund all amounts paid by them, together
with interest thereto ?

(2.) If so, will he advise all those interested, so that refunds can be applied for ?

Mr. Reid answered,—

{L.) It is the intention to refund the Superannuation contributions of those officers who have left
the Service otherwise than for an offence, if they clected to discontinue their connection with the
Fund within the time preseribed by law.  The same rule will apply in the future.

(2.) Such officers will receive the usual notification as their individual cases are dealt with,

(9.) Disposal of Revenue vnder the Diseases in Sheep Acts :—Mr. J. €, L. Fitzpatrick, for Mr. Pid-

dington, asked the Seccretary for Mines,—Is the revenue derivable from contributions under the
Discases in Shecp Act paid into the Consclidated Revenue, or set apart for special purposes of
the Stock Department ? )

Mr. Cook answered,—No, the revenue is paid into & Trust Tund, and used for $he apecial purposes
of the Stock Branch.

(10.) Purchase of Incubators for the Model Agricultural Farm at the Hawkesbury :—Mr. Carroll,

for Mr. Austin Chapman, asked the Secretary for Mines,—In reference to the following advertise-
ment, in the Adustrafian Agriculturist, on the 3rd instant, namely :—* Ellis and Dobson's Patent
“ Eclipse Incubator,’ makers to New South Wales Government,”— ’
(1.) Has the Government purchased four 100-cgg incubators, as stated in this journal, for the
Medel Agrienltural Farm at the Hawkesbury ? .
(2.} Tf so, what was the cost of these incubators complete P
(3.) What object has the Government in rearing poultry ?
{4.) Is the process of incubation a part of the curriculum of the Ifawkesbury College ?

Mr.

kY
kY
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Mr. Cook answered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) £6 10s. each.

(3.) To instruct the students in breeding, rearing, feeding, fattening, and the general management
of the various breeds of poultry, and for experimenting with particular breeds and their crosses, as
to ;heir suitability for table and export purposes, egg-production, &e.

(4) Yes '

(11.) Scab in Sheep Tax :—Mr. O’Sullivan asled the Seeretary for Mines,—
(1.) Ts he aware that there has been no outbreak of scab in New South Wales for nearly twenty
years, but that the asssesment for scab is still imposed ?
(2.) To what purpose is the money thus raised devoted ?
(3.} Is it a fact that it is nearly all expended npon office work ?
(4.) Will he have an inquiry mude into this maftter, in order to ascertain if the sheepowners of
the country can be relieved of the.apparently unnccessary assessment ?

Mr, Cook answered,—
(L.) There has been no outhreak for fifteen years, and the assessment is still imposed.
(2.) For the purpose of paying the salaries and travelling expenses of the Inspectors of Sheep,
who deal with other diseases in sheep hesides scab, as well as discases in large stock. They also
exereise supervision ‘over the movements of travelling stock aud travelling stock reserves. They
inspect pounds and commans, and ate in some cases alse Inspectors of Public Watering Places, and
act a8 Rabbit Inspectors. A portion of the funds rnised under the Sheep Act is disbursed for
Inspectors’ office rent, Directors’ travelling expenses, printing, and other contingent expenses,

- (8.) Noj; only a comparatively small portion of the funds is spent in this way.
(4.) As the Inspectors’ time is fully occupied in useful work connected with stock, and as the
owners in none of the districts have expressed s wish to dispense with the services of their
Inspector, I eannot at present see how any relief in the assessment can be afforded. It iz con-
sidered, however, that the large stockowners should bear a portion of the cost, and a draft Bill iy
now being prepared to atbain this object. .

(12.) Dredging Leases in River Beds :—MMr. Waddell asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Has the opinion of the Attorney-General been obtained yvet with reference to the law on
granting leases in river beds for dredging purposes? -
(2.) If not, what is causing the vexatious delay ?

(3.) IHave any such leases been granted on the Macquarie River ; and, if so, under what provisions
of the Mining Law ?

Mr. Cook answered,—
(1) Yes.

(2.) Answered by No. 1.
(3.) No.

© (13) Ministerial Blections :—Mr. Waddoil asked the Colonial Secretary,—Will he take steps to
amend the Jaw, so that men who aceept office in a Ministry will not have to go for re-election ?

Mz, Branker answered,—The subject referred to in the Honorable Member’s Question involves a
matter of policy which will have to be considercd by the Grovernment.

(14.) Dredging of the Clarence Rivor:—Mr. McFarlane asked the Sceretary for Public Worls,—
In view of the shonling of the channel at Ulmarra, Lawrence, and Palmer's Island, Clarence
River, will he take immediate steps for dredging the channel at the places referred to, so that
navigation will not be impeded ?

Mr. Young answered,—I have called for a report on this matter, and so soon as it is received
early consideration will be given thereto.

© (15.) Banks of the Clarence River :-~Mr, McFarlane asked the Secretary for Public Works,—Tn
view of the increasing erosion of the river banks of the Clarence, will he make substantial
provision on next Estimates to mimimise same and save the roads along the banks of the river
from destrueetion ?

Mr. Young answered,—This matter is now under consideration,

(16.) North Training-wall at the Clarence River Heads :—Mr. McFarlane asked the Seeretary for
Public Works,—Has he arrived at any decision respecting the opening of a new quarry at Maclean,
. for the purpose of procuring stone to carry on the north training-wall at Clarence River heads ?

Mr. Young answered,—I am awaiting some further information before a decision can be arrived at.

_ (.17?) . Ulmarra-Southgate Punt :—Mr. MeFarlane asked the Secretary for Public Works,—

(L.) Ts he aware that the river where the Ulmarra-Southgate punt plies is upwards of half a mile
wide? .

(2.) That such punt is worked by hand power, and frequently takes half an hour to cross ?

(8.) In view of the serious inconvenience and delay to the travelling publie, will he cause steam
power to be substituted for hand gear?

Mr. Young answered,—The Honorable Member has been informed on more than one oceasion that
the traffic at this crossing would not warrant the establishment of a steam ferry, )
(18.
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(18.) Police Superannuation Fund :—Mr. Pyers, for Mr. Price, asked the Colonial Secretary,—

(1) Is it a fact that the Police Superannuation Fund is practically insolvent?

(2.) Is he aware that the bulk of the Fund was derived from contributions paid by members of
the Police Force P

(3.) Is it the intention of the Grovernmont to introduee a Bill for the purpose of placing the Fund
upon o sound basis ?

Mr. Reid answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) Yes.

(3.) As already stated, this matter wiil be dealt with in the Financial Statement,

(19.) Forfeited Road Contracts of Mr. W. Bithrey, in the County of Gloucester :—2ar. Pyers, for

Mr. Price, asked the Secretary for Public Works,—Will he be good enough fo Jay upon the Table
of this House copies of all papers in conuection with the forfeited road contracts of Mr, W.
Bithrey, in the county of Gloucester?

Mr. Young answered,—There will be no objection if moved for in the usual manmner.

2, Oase or Tnomas Buckrer—Pusric Worxs DepartMeXT :—Mr. E. M. Clark presented a Petition

from Thomas Buckley, of Sydney, praying that he may be represented by Counsel or Attorney, or
in person before the Select Committee appointed to inquire into and report upon his dismissal
from the Roads Branch of the Public Works Department.

Petition received.

Ordered to be referred to the Select Committee.

8. Erxcrioy Perrrion (Paerramatie) :—Mr. Brunker, by eommand, laid upon the Table an Election

Petition which had been nddressed to His Exceliency the Governor from Dowell Philip O'Reilly, of
Parramatta, alleging that, at the last General Election, Willtam Jobn Ferris, Edwin John Brown,
Joseph William Withers, and Petitioner were severally nominated as candidates for election as
Members of the said Assembly for the Flectoral District of Parramatta; that Petitioner is now
and was before and at the time of such nomination and election a person duly qualified by law to
be a candidate at such election and to be elected a Member of the said Assembly; that the
Returning Officer declared the number of votes respectively polled for the several candidates
abovenamed to be as follows:—For William John Ferris, 747 votes; for Dowell Philip
O'Reilly, 743 votes ; for Edwin John Brown, 168 votes; for Joseph Willinm ‘Withers, 9 votes;
and then declared that there were twelve informal votes, and further deeclared Willinm John Ferris
to have been duly elected, and afterwards endorsed on the writ the name of William John Ferris
as the person so elected and duly returned the said writ; that many persons who were not then
legally qualified to vote in and for the eaid distriet voted at the =aid election; that Willlam Jehn
Ferriz improperly entered ene of the polling-booths at tlie said élection, and sought to influence in
the discharge of their duty certain officers there presiding ; that a person who had refused in one
polling-booth te answer the questions preseribed by law afterwards entered another polling-booth
and answered such questions incorrectly and voted; that John Ferguson, who was the Presiding
Officer in one of the polling-booths, impropezly refused to put to certain persons the questions pre-
seribed by law, and allowed them to vote without having answered the raid questions as required by
law ; that the said John Ferguson delivered fresh ballot-papers to persons attending to vote who had
already defaced the ballot-papers supplied to them, and that such persons subsequently voted with
the fresh ballot-papers so supplied ; that the ballot-papers in one polling booth were not punctured
with the instrument prescribed by the Parliamentary Eleetorates and ,Elections Act of 1893 and
the Regulations thereunder for the purpose of preventing the stuffing of the ballot-box; that
at the snid election the votes polled were incorrectly counted, and some votes were counted
for the said William Jobn Ferris which should have been rejected as informal, and
other votes were rejected as informal which ghould have been counted for Petitioner: —
and praying that this Petition may be dealt with according to law; that an inquiry may be made
ag to the various allegations contained in this petition; that a search and scrutiny of all ballot-
papers, formal and informal, used and unused, in connection with the said election may be made
%y the Committee of Elections and Qualifieations of the said Assembly; that a recount of the
ballet-papers, and of the votes recorded thereby, may be made by the Committee ; that it may be
declared that Willism John Ferris was unduly cleeted fo serve in the said Assembly, and that the
return of William John Ferris as such Member may be declared null and void; that it may be
declared and determined that Petitioner was duly elected o Member for the Electoral Distriet of
Parramatta, and is entitled to take his seat accordingly in the Assembly; and that such further or
other relief in the premises may be granted as may be deemed just and necessary, in accordance
with the Parliamentary Electorates and Blections Act of 1893 and the Acts amending the same.
Ordered, on motion of Mr, Brunker, that the Petition be referred to the Committee of Elections
and Qualifieations.

4. MEssaGES FROM TEE GoOVERKNOR:—The following Messages from His Excellency the Governor were

delivered by Mr, Reid, and read hy Mr, Speaker :—

(1.) Customs (Sugar Drawhbacks) Bill:(—

HAMPDEN, Message No, 28.
Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Iegislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to provide for a draw-
back of Customs Duties on sugar and glueose,

Government House, '

Sydney, 5th September, 1898.
QOrdered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill. (2.)
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(2.) Strathfield Railway Crossing Bill :—

HAMPDEN, - Message No, 29.
Governor,

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constituiion Aect, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to enable the Railway
Commussioners of New South Wales o close a certain level erossing near Strathfield Railway
Btation, and to provide a way in substitulion thereof; and to declare certain portions of that way
to be a public thoroughfare.

Government Iouse,
Sydney, 5th September, 1898,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill,

{3.) Seamen's Agreement Biil:—
» HAMPDEN, Message No, 30.

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the
G-overnor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to amend the Seamen’s Laws
Consolidation Act of 1864,

Government House,
Sydney, 5th September, 1898,

‘Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

(4.) Wharfage Rates Amendment Bill :—
HAMPDEN, Messags No. 31.

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the “Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to mect the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to amend the law
relating to Wharfage and Tonnage Rates,

Government House,

Sydney, bih September, 1895,
Ordered to be referred to the_ Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

{5.) Customs (Commissioners) Bill .—

HAMPDEN, ' Message No. 32.
Glovernor. !

In accordance with ihe provisions contained in the 54¢h section of the Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends for tho consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to amend the Customs
Regulation Act, 1879.

Government House,
Sydney, 5th September, 1898. .

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

5. Privrive Commrrrer:—Mr. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the First Report from the Printing
Committee. :

G, Saywenn's Traxway axp Brixerrie Lieutive Birn (Formal Motion) i~

(1.) Mr. Cohen moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to extend the
time of operation of and to amend Saywell’s Tramway Act of 1884 and Saywell's Traomway Aet
Amendment Aect, and to enable Thomas Saywell, or his exccutors, administrators, and assigns
to employ electricity asa motive and propelling force on a certain tramway, loop-lines, and sidings
constructed by him by virtue of the said- Acts from Bay-strect Station, on the Illawarra Railway,
to and along Lady Robinson's Beach, and to enable the said Thomas Saywell, or his executors,
administrators, or assigns to supply electricity for any public or private purpose and for the
purpose of lighting the streets and public and private places, houses, and premises in the municipal
district of Hockdale and to supply electric power to persons and public and private bodies in the
said municipal distriet, and to ezercise all powers necessary for such purposes and for the
generating and supply of electric power to the said municipal district.

Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Coben having presented this Bill, and produced a certificate of the payment of the sum of
Twenty-five pounds to the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Colony, Bill, intituled
“ A Bill to extend the time of operation of and to amend Saywell's Tramway Act of 1884 and Saywell’s
Tramway Act Amendment Aeot, and to enable Thomas Saywell, or kis executors, administrators, and
assigns to employ eleciricity as @ motive and propelling force on a ceriain {ramway, loop-lines, and
sidings constructed by him by virtur of the said Aets from Bay-street Station, on the Hlawarra Rail-
way, to and along Lady Rebinson’s Beach, and to enable the said Thomas Saywell, or his executors,
administrators, or assigns to supply electricity for any public or private purpose, and for the
purpose of lighting the streets and public and private places, houses, and premises in the municipal
district of Roekdale, and Lo supply electric power to persons knd publie and privete bodies in the
said municipal distriet, andto exercise all powers necessary for sweh purposes and for the generating
and supply of electric power to the suid municipal district,”—rcad a first time. .
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7. AproursuMEsT ;—Mr. Speaker stated that he had received from the Honorable Member for Argyle,

8.

Mr. Rose, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that he desired to move the adjournment of
the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent public -importance, vie.—* The neesssity for
“ abolishing the political composition of the Public Works Committee.”

And the motion for the adjournment of the Idouse being supported by five other Honorable
Members,—

Mr. Rose moved, That thiz House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Question put and negatived.

Ericropate oF CANTERBURT :—Mr. Speaker informed the House, that upon the passing of the
Resolution of the 30th August, 1898, deelaring the Seat of Varney Parkes, BEsquire, vacant, he had
izsuned o Writ for the Election of a Member to serve in the room of Mr. Parkes, and that such
"Writ had been duly returned, with a Certificate endorsed thereon by the Returning Officer of the
election of Varney Parkes, Esquirc, to serve as Member for the Electoral District of Canterbury.

9. Drsrises Binn:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Dr. Graham moved, That this Bill be

10.

11.

12,

now read a second time.

Debate enaued.

Gestion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

On motion of Dr. Graham, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a

Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill,

Mr. Deputy-Speaker took the Chair; and Mr. Cann, Temporary Chairman, reported progress, and
. obtained leave to sit again To-morrow,

DisEasEp ANIMATLS AND Muar Bron:— '

{1.) The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Mr. Levien, Mr. Deputy-Speaker left
the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expedieney
of bringing in a Bill to provide for the refund of the purchase money of any animal or carcase sold
by auction and condemned under the Diseased Animals and Ment Act of 1892, and the return of
the animal or carcase to the auctioneer.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Cann, Temporary Chairman, reported that the
Committee had come to u resolution.

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Cann, that the report be now received.

Mr, Cann then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, ng follows :—

Resolved,—That it is expedient to bring in a Bill to provide for the refund of the purchase
money of any animal or carcase sold by auction and condemned under the Diseased Animals and
Meat Act of 1802, and the return of the animal or carease to the auctioneer.

On motion of Mr. Levien, the resolution was read & second time, and agreed to.

{2.) Mr. Levien then presented a Bill, intituled “ 4 Bill f0 provide for the refund of the purchase
money of any animal of carcase sold by auction and condemned under the Diseased Animals and
Meat det of 1892, and the return of the animial or carcase fo the auctioneer,’'—which way read a
first fime.

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 4th October.

Posrroxnamest ;—The Order of the Day for the sccond reading of the Attachment of Wages
- Abelition Bill postponed until Tuesday, 20th September.

ApyovrsMEsT :—Mr. Brunker moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The Honse adjourned accordingly, at nineteen minutes after Bleven o’clock, until To-morrow at
Three o’clock.

F. W. WEBE, . J. P. ABBOTT,

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

WEDNESDAY, 7 SEPTEMBER, 1598
1. The House mel pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker toolt the Chair,

Coananitree oF ErscrioNs awp QUarniricariows:~ William Patrick Crick, FEsquire, came to the
Table, and was sworn by the Clerk as a Momber of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.

2, Vacaxy Sgar:--Mr. Speaker informed the House that he had received a letter from Francis Clarke,

Esquire, resigning his seat as Mlember for the Electoral District of The Hastings and The
Macleay. :

‘Wherenpon Mr, Reid moved, That the Seat of Francis Clarke, Esquire, Member for the Electoral
District of The Hastings and The Macleay, hath become, and is now vacant, by reason of the
resignation thereof by the said Francis Clarke, Bequire.

Debate ensued.

Point of Order :—Mr. Crick submitted that this motion wag unnecessary, as well ns being

opposed to law, scetion 25 of the Constitution Aet clearly showingthat, upon the receipt. of

the resignation by the Speaker, the seat of the Member beeame vacant.

Debate ensuoed.

Mr. Speaker stated that he would not depart from the invariable practice of the House in

such matters, the necessity for the resolution declaring the vacancy being imposed by

the 55th section of the Parliamentary Blectorates and Elections Act. He also referred to a

similar decigion by Mr. Speaker Barton on the subjeet, given on 21st January, 1887,
Question put and passed.

3. QuusTions:—

(1) Cost of Trawling Experiments :—Mr. David Davis asked the Colonial Secretary,—Will he lay
upon the Table of this Housze a return showing,—

(L.} The amount of money expended in regard to the recent experiment in trawling conducted by
Mz, F. Farnell, ex M.ILA.?

(2.) The amount of wages paid, and to whom?

(3.) The amount of stores, gear, &c., supplied, by whom, and the cost of same?

(4.) The names of those who accompanied Mr. Farnell during the various trips of the Government
steamer ?

Mr. Brunker apswered,—I shall be very glad fo furnish the Honorable Member with the
information asked for if he will kindly move for it in the form of a return jn the usual way.

(2.) Leave of Absence to Public Servants:—Mr. Jlose asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) Is it a fach that by the Regulations of the Public Service Board employees in the General
Livision only get three days’ sick leave on full pay and half-pay for one month, while the Clerical
Branch are entitled to two months’ sick leave ou full pay and one month on half-pay ?
(2.) Is it not a faet that employees in both the abovementioned branches are ab times working
side by side ?

(3.) What is the reason for making such a marked distinetion in favour of the Clerical Branch ?

Mr. Reid answered,—As siated in reply to a somewhat gimilar Question asked of the Postmaster-
General on the 31st ultimo, the Public Service Board have under consideration the question of
amending the Regulations regarding sick leave to officers of the General Division, and they hope to
" to be able to arrive at a decision very shorily. The difficulty in the matter is to make provision

for the very varying conditions which apply as regards the different classes of officors included in
this Division, ‘
(3
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(8} Officials at the late Election in the Macguarie Electorate :—Mr. Hurley asked the Colonial:
Secretary,-— ,
(1) ]’)iicly the Returning Officer for the Electorate of Muaequarie appoint a son of a retiring
candidate to the position of Deputy Returning Officer or Poll Clerk at one of the polling-booths
on the 27th July, 18937 _
(2.) Was Mr. Allen Duncan Carmichael a retiring candidate on the 27th July, 1898, for the
Llectorate of Macquarie?
(3.) Is it o fact that the Returning Officer for the Electorate of Maequaric appointed Mr. Allen
Dunecan Carmichael to ihe position of Deputy Returning Officer at the polling-booth at Box Ridge-
on the 27th July, 18957
(4.) Tsit a fact that Mr. Allen Duncan Carmichael's name was on the ballot-papers at the time he-
(Mr. Allen Duncan Carmichael) was acting in the capacity of Doputy Returning Officer at Box
Ridge on the 27th July, 1898 ?
(3. Is it s fact that the Returning Officer for the Electorate of Macquarie is & brother-in-law to
a candidate who contosted the eleetion of Macquaric on the 27th July, 18987
(6.) Did the Returning Officer for the Electoral Distriet of Macquaric appoint any of his own
nephews to act in the capaciby of Deputy Returning Officers or Poll Clerks at the polling-booths
in the Macquarie Electoral District on the 27th July, 1898 ; if so, how many ?

Mpr. Brunker answered,~—As this matter has been referred to the Returning Officer, I shall be glad
if the Honorable Member will kindly postpone his Question for a week. I shall then be able to
furnish the information asked for.

(4.) Amendment of the Mining Act:—Mr. Hurley asked the Secretary for Mincs,—
{1) Are the public entitled {o a copy of the suggestions made a short time ago in Sydney on the
Mining Laws by delegates at a Mining Conference ?
(2.) Same information 7= Conference of Wardens?
(3.) Does he intend framirg a new Mining Bill embodying what may be considered the good
suggesions made at the two Conferences ; if so, when will he bring in the new Miniog Bill ?

Mr. Cook answered,—
(1) Yes; the information has been available to the public for the past two years.

(2.) This has not been printed, but there wiil be no objection if moved for in the shape of a
return.

{3.) Yes. TItisintended to introduce the measure at the earliest opportunity.

(5.) By-washes on the Colombo Creek :—Mr. Carroll asked the Secretary for Public Works,—Has-
Mr. McKinney set out any by-wash or by-washes on the Colombo or other Creeks, on the station
property of Mr. Samuel McCaughey, or other pastoralist in the Riverina distriet, during the last
twelve months; if so, how many, and for whom, and at whose expense ?

Mr. Young answered,~~No; but in the performance of his dutics under the Water Rights Acts,.
Mr. McKinney has inspected many dams along the Colombo and other creeks for the information
of the Department and the Land Board at the cost of the Department. _

(6.) Sentence passed on Men at Coonamble Police Courti:—Mr. Macdonald asked the Minister of
Justice,—
(1.) Is he aware that, on the 27th August, ultimo, Police Magistrate Osiear, at Coonamble,
sentenced three men to three months’ hard labour for the larceny of one tin of jam P
(2.) Will be inquire into the case, and ascertain if there was any special reason for such severity ?
(3.) If not, will he take into favourable consideration some mitigation of the sentence ?
Mr. Branker answered,—A. letter was received from the Honorable Member on Monday last
calling attention to the case, and inguiry is being made as to the facts.

(7.} Allowances for Extra Services at the Federal or General Elections:—Dr. Ross asked the
Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Ts it the intention of the Government to grant any extra allowance to the Principal Under
Secrefary for services rendered during the Federal or recent General Election ?
(2.) The amount of such allowance proposed to be granted ?
(3.) Will the Government see that similar treatment is accorded to the respective Returming
Officers throughout the Colony ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—

(1 and 2.) No.

(8.) The Returning Officers thronghout the Colony always roceive an honorarium for their services
at each election.

(8.) Conduct of Constable Hart, Engowra :—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Has the Inspector-General of Police received of late any complaints from residents ab
Eugowra respecting the conduet of Constable Hart ; if so, what steps (it any) has he taken in the
matter ?
(2) Why has a report on the matier been so long delayed ?
(8.) If any decision has been arrived at in the case, what is the result of the same? .
(4.) Has the result of the inquiry or a copy of the report yet been forwarded to either Dr. Ross
or Mr. Reymond, M.L.A.? )
Mr. Brunker answered,~~The Inspector-General of Police has furnished the following replies :—
{1.) Yes.
(2.) There has been no delay.
(8.) Comstable Hart has been transferred to another station, but as neither complainant nor
witnesses attended the inquiry to tender evidence, final decision is deferred for explanations by the
eonstable.
(4.) No.
9)
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{9.) Obstruction on Road Molong to Amaroo :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.) Ya it a fact that the Amaroo Progress Committee have repeatedly written and brought under
his notice fhe obstruction that exists on the reserved road which passes through Haslam's paddock,
portion 5-0 of 40 acres, on the road from Moelong 0 Amaroo, and which for » very considerable
time has been a great source of annoyance 1o local settlers and the travelling public?
{2.) What action (if any) does he intend to take to have the obstruction complained of removed ;
and why is the matter being so long delayed ?
(3.) Has the Crown Lands Bailiff' at Molong been instructed by the Department to have the
obstruction removed ; and why has he not done so ?
{4.) What action (if any) has the Crown Lands Bailiff taken in the matter, and when ?

Mr. Carruthers answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) It s intended to eause the obstruection to be removed.

(3 and 4.) The Crown Lands Bailiff was instructed to remove the same, and visibed the land for
that purpose, but being unable to find the survey marks of the road, he renorted the facts without
removing the obstruction complained of. T may add that the District Surveyor was instructed on
the 15th August last to eause the rond to be remarked for the guidance of the Crown Lands Bailiff
and of the public.

(10.) Treatment of Tuberculosis—The Tiek Pest :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1) Ts it & fact that the use of “ tuberenlin ™ has proved a reliable tes$ in defecting the existence
of “tuberculosis ” amongst cows or herds owned by dairy farmers?
(2.) Are there any different or distinct characteristic symptoms or appearances described by the-
anthorities by which an ordinary individual may be able fo detect eows or herds of dairy cattle
that are suffering from tubercuolosiz, &e., from that of cancer ; if so, what is the nature of the
- description ? .
(3. If tubereulin has proved, as it is alleged, in the hands of the authorifies, a reliable test in
detecting the existence of fuberculosiz in dairy caltle, will he have the same remedy applied in
detecting the existence of the disease in the human family ?
(4.) Do the authorities consider that there is any likelihood or danger, in attempting to suppress
the Texas or Tick Pest (by the method of “inoculation ), of propogating more serious diseases.
amongst cattle than those now in existence in the shape of pleuro, tuberculosis, cancer, &e. ?

Alr. Redd answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) No. No description.can supply fer the individual the training and practieal experience of a.
professed veterinary surgeon.

(8.) No.

(4.) The gquestion of applying the method of inoculation to protecting the Colony against Texas or
Tick fever is now engaging the attention of the Mimster for Agriculbure, for whose advice and
agsistance the matter is being investigated by the Board of Hea]tgh through the Principal Assistant
Medical Officer of the Government and Microbiologist. The risks referred to in the (guestion witl
receive due attention.

(11.) Introduetion of Rabbit Bill :—Mr. Waddell asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.) Is it the intention of the Government to introduce the Rabbit Bill, framed about May, 1897,
and which was the cutcome of the previous Rabbit Conferences ? ‘
(2.) If 8o, when will the Bill he introduced ?

Mr. Carruthers answered,—Yes, so scon as the state of public business will allow.

(12.) Propagation of Grasses and Shrubs:—Mr. Waddell asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1) Is he aware that vast areas of the western lands are rapidiy deteriorating in their stock-
carrying capacity owing to the rabbit plague and other causes having destroyed nearly al] the edible
grass and shrabs ?
(2.) Is he aware that, owing to the reasons indicated, unless something is soon done, these lands
will become useless, and fall out of occupation ?
{3.) Will he, in view of the foregoing, take steps to have the best edible shrubs, such as salt and
eotton bush, and grasses such as Mitchell and blue grass, propagated on the .State farms in the
‘Western district, and their seed saved for distribution among the Crown tepants ?
(4.)» Will he also take steps to introduco for propagation some of the best edible grasses and shrubs
Erom otgcr parts of the world with similar rainfall and conditions to the Western Division of the

olony

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1 and 2.) It is generally believed that this is the case.

(8.} The shrubs and grasses mentioned are being propagated on the State farms.

(4.) Experiments are being carried on with respect to exotic grasses and other plants, to test their
suitability for the dry Western districts of the Colony. :

(13.) Encouragement of Art:—Mr, Smith, for Mr. Arthur Griffith, asked the Minister of Public
Instruction,—With reference to his replies to a Question asked by Mr. E. M. Clark, on 25th August,
coneerning a request by a body known as the Society of Artists to be subsidised at the expense of
the general taxpayers,—

(1.} Will be state what annual sum was asked for by the society ? . :

(2.) Is he nware that the total anuual subscriptions by members of this society amount to less
than £1007

(8.) Is he aware that this society does not even make pretension to being a teaching body, but
consists merely of an number of artists whose object is to sell their pictures and entertain their
friends at the public expense?

. . M.
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Myr. Foung answered,— :

(1.} A division of the amount placed upon the BEstimates, £500, between the two bodies, viz., the
Art Society of New South Wales and the Society of Artists.

(2.} No.

(8.) Tam notaware. As yet no inquiry has been made into the matter.

(14.) The Police ¥orce :—Mr. Dacey agked the Colonial Seerctary,—
(L) Isit a fact that when members of the Tolice Force are sick a portion of their pay is deducted ?
(2.) What is the =cale (if any) according to which these daductions are made P
(8.) By what authority is pay deducted for sickness?
(4.} Is it a rule to deduet portion of an officer’s pay while sick ; if so, according to what seale ?
(5.) What becomes of the money o deducted ? . '
(6.) Isita fact that policemen who are sent to Randwick on race days have to pay 2s. 'bus fare ?
(7.} Isita fact tho men have had to walk, and pay the 2s. as usunal ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The following information hus been supplied by the Inspeetor-General
of Police :—
(1.) Yes; but they get medical attendance.
,{2.) Half-pay; but the full amount is not usually deducted. No deduction is made if suffering
from illness caused in the execution of duty,
(3.) Police Regulation No. 41.
{4.) No.
(5.) Paid into Treasury to the credit of the Police Reward Fund.
(6.) No.
(7.) No. The Police receive a special gratuity from the Australinn Jockey Club for their
attendance.

(15.) Men employed on the Teleplione Tunmels :—Mr. Dacey asked the Secretary for Public
Works,—
(1) Are the men whe are employed on the telepbone tunnels paid for holidays?
(2.) Teit the practice, in connection with work of this kind, to pay for holidays ?
(8.) Is 1t n fact the men employed on the telephone tunvels had two hours’ pay stopped on
polling-day ?
Mr. Young answered,—These Questions refer to the Department presided over by my honorable
colleague the Postmaster-General, ’

4. ExrteystoNy oF rHX Ratrway 1x10 THE Cirt oF Sypyey:-—The following Petitions,—from citizens
of Sydney and Suburbs, setting forth that the present railway terminus is wholly inadequate for
the large and increasing traffic, so much s0 a8 o be a continuous source of danger to the passengers ;
that the Railway Commissioners have pointed out this danger; that two Royal Commissions and
the Public Works Committee have inquired into the best methods for extending the railway into
the City; ihat, after full consideration of the varicus routes and schemes, the extension by what is
kpown as the St. James' Road Scheme was recommended ; and praying that immediate steps be
taken to give cffect to this recommendation by providing the necessury Legislative anthority for
earrying out such extension,—were presented by the Members named ;:—

(1.) By Mr. Rigg.

(2.) By Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick,
(8.) By Mr, Ashion.

(4.) By dr. Coben.

Petitions received.

5. PAPERS :— :
Mr. Young laid upon the Table,—
(1) Report of the Government Labour Bureau for the year ended 30th June, 1898,
(2.) Report of the Government Labour Bureau for July, 1898,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,

My, Cook laid npon the Table,— Amended Regulations respecting Telegrams on Her Majesty's Service.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Reid laid upon the Table,—Copies of Additional Telegrams from the Premier of Wew South Wales
to Premiers of other Colonies in regard to a Confercnce after the Federal Referendum had been
declared.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

6. MemnER Swory :—The Honorable Varney Parkes, Esquire, having taken and subseribed the Qath of
Allegiance, and signed the Roll of the House, took his Seat as Jember for the Electoral Districe
of Canterbury.

7. CowurrTEE OF ELECTIONS AND QUaTTRICATIONS—dAppointment of First Meeting of Commitice :—
Pursuant to the requiremong of the 125th section of the Parliamentary ¥lectorates and Flections
Act of 1893, Mr. Speaker appointed the firat meeting of the Commitice of Elections and Qualifica-
tions to take place at 11 o’clock a.m., on Tuesday next, in No. 1 Committee Room.

8. Aprounmyest:—Mr. Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at twenty-three minutes after Four o'clock, until To-morrow at
Three o'cloek. .
. W. WEBE, J. P. ATBOTT,
Olerk of the Legislative dssembly, Spraker.
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1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Br. Speaker took the Chair.

CoyMatirrEE oF ELECTIONS AND QUATIFICATIONS :—

(1.) Maturity of Warrant reporfed :—DMr. Speaker reported that his Warrant, laid upon the Table
on the 30th August, 1898, appointing James Ashton, Esquire, to be a member of the Committee
of Elections and Qualifications for the present Session, not having been disapproved by the
Assembly in the course of the three next sitting days on which the Assembly met for the despatch
of business, had now taken offect ; and intimated that it was therefore open to Mr. Ashton to be
sworn af the Tuble by the Clerk, in accordance wilh the 125th section of the Parliamentary Elee-
torates and Elections Act of 1883,

(2.) Member Sworn :~~James Ashton, Esquire, came to the Table, and was sworn by the Clerk as a
member of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications,

2. AuvsTrRATASIAN TEnpERAT10% :—The Order of the Day having been read for the adjourned Debate,

on the motion of Mr. Reid, “That, in view of ‘the’ nearly equally divided vote of the electors
“of New South Wales, on the 8rd Jume last, upon the question of the acceptance or
“ rejection of the Bill framed by the Convention constitnted under the Federal Enabling Acts,
“and the fact that the statatory number of votes in its favour was not recorded, and in view
“of the conclusion, confirmed by the results of the rccent General Election, that the Bill is not
** aceeptable to the electors of this Colony in its present shape, although the electors have made
¢ 1t clear that they are strongly in favour of union with the sister Calonies, upon lines which can
* be mutually accepted as fair and just to all, this House affirms : —
*“ (1.} lis desire that steps should be taken without delay in conjunction with the other Colonies
“to bring about the completion of federal union,
“(2.) Its desire that the other Colonies should agree to reconsider those provisions of the Bill
* most generally objected to in New SBouth Wales, namely : — ’
“ (a) Representation in the Senate—
* copeerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other
 Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority at a joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
*“ ghould decide; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by a provision for a
“ National Referendum. :
“ (D) The 87th Clause, known as the Braddon Cleuse—

* concerning which the House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonjes'

* that this Clause should be removed from the Bill.

“ (&) The Capital of the Commonwealth-
 coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
“ that Clause 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Rill for the establishment
* of the Federal Capital in such piace within the boundaries of New Sounth Wales as the
* Federal Parliament may determine,

“d) The Boundarics of States—
‘ coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
‘“ that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State
“ without its own eonsent—namely, by the protection afforded by clause 127, as to the
“ representation of Btates.

“ (e} Inland Rivers—
‘ concerning which this House desires o submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation should
“ be moro clearly safeguarded. -

13 U‘)
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“(f) Money Bills— :
* eoncerning which this House dezires tosubmit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that there should be a uniform practice in respect to such 1ills, nanely, that provided in
* the case of Tazation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Commonwealth.
“ (g) Judicial Appeals from States—
“ concerning.which this Flouse desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
. * that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
“ namely, the appeal ehould either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
“ as at present, indiscriminately to etther.
“ (3.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and
“just footing—to .accept the financial system embodied in the Bill, with the one exception
“ mentioned, this House earnestly invites further inquiry into, and a more thoreugh consideration
. ‘“of, the financial clanses, regarding as evils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of tazation,
“ a prolonged system of book-keeping, uncertainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided,
“ and uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.”
And the Question heing again proposed,—

Mr. Lyne moved, That the Question be amended by inserting after the word “ the”, first occurring,

the words * clearly expressed determination (as shown at the recent General Election) of the

“ people of New South Wales in favour of Tederation, this House deems it inadvisable to hamper

“ the future negotiations for procuring Federation by laying down any preliminary eonditions,

“ fully believing that such amendments and modifications of the Commonwealth of Australia
. * Constitution Bill will be agreed to as will render it acceptable to the people of this Colony at-

¢ the next necessary referenduu. :

“(2.) This House authorises the Government to open up negotiations with the Governments of the

“* other Colonies represented at the late Convention, with the view of procuring 2 joint consideration

* of the present position of the question of Federation and of the methods and particulars in which

- *the Commonwealth of Australin Constitution Bill may be dealt with.

# (8.) This House earnestly hopes that the Government of Queensland will be invited to take part

“in any future deliberations, with a view of the whole of Australia and . Tasmania joining in a

* Federal Union.” A

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

Debate ensued.

Mr. Ferguson moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.

Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until Tuesday next, and (with the unanimous coneurrence of

the House) take precedence of other business.

B. AvrouexMENT :—Mr. Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued. _
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordiogly, at eight minutes after Eleven o'clock, until Tuesday next at -
Three o’clock, '

‘F. W. WEBB, J. P. ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.




1.

2.

3.

4.

fieo South) TWHales,

- No. 12,

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE - .

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBILY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 13 SEPTFMBER, 180S.

The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair. .

Wxrrs oF ELECTION :— .

(L.), Electorate of Tenterfield :—Mr. Speaker informed the House that, upon the passing of the
resolution of the 30th August, 1898, declaring the Seat of Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire, vaeant,
lie had issued s Writ for the Election of a Member to serve in the room of Mr. Lee, and that such
Writ had been duly returned, with & certificate endorsed thereon by the Returning Officer of the
election of Charvles Alfred Lee, Bsquire, o sorve as Member for the Electoral Distriet of Tenter-
field.

(2.) Electoratr of Glebe :—dIr. Speaker informed the House that, upon the passing of the resolution
af the 30th August, 1398, declaring the Seat of James Alexander Hogue, Esquire, vacant, he had
issued a Writ for the Election of a Member to serve in the room of Mr. Hogue, and that such
‘Writ had been duly returned, with a certificate endorsed thereon by the Returning Officer of the

election of James Alexander Hogue, Esquire, to serve as Member for the Electoral District of
Glebe. )

MempERs Swonry :—The undermentioned gentlemen having each taken and subscribed the Qath of
Allegiance, and signed the Roll of the Honse, took their seats as Members for the Electoral
Districts respectively named :—

The Honorable Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire,—for Tenterfield
The ITonorable James Alexander Ilogue, ¥squire,—for Glebe.

Postroxemext :—The Order of the Day for the further consideration in Comunittee of the Dentists
Bill postponed until Tuesday, 1st November.

AnsovexMENT ;~Mr, Speaker stated that he had received from the Honorable Member for Quean-

beyan, Mr. O'Sullivan, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that Te desired to move the
* adjournment of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent publie importance, viz.—* Tho

“ conduet of 1he Minister for Works in unnecessavily absenting himself from the House while it

g in Beasion.”

And the motion for the adjonzament of the House being supported by five other Honorable

Members,—

Mr. O’Sullivan moved, That thix House do now adjourn.

Point of Orider :—Mr. Afleck requested Mr. Speaker’s attention to the notice of motion set
down by Mr. O’Sullivan for consideration on 25th October; and he submitted that this motion
for the adjournment of the House was substantially the same as that notice, and dealt with
the same queetion.
- Debate ensued. ‘

Mr. Spealeer said that, in his opinion, the terms of the fwo notices, although not identieal,
were practically the same,  This metipn for the adjournment was irregular for another reason,
ag according to the practice of the Flouse of Commaons, auch motions could not be used for
the purpose of attacking & Member of Parliament. If the Honorable Member for Queanbeyan
were allowed to discuss this matter now, it would be an antieipation of a discussion which he
had fixed for the 25th October. The motion was therefore out of order.

5. Averrarasta¥ IFEpEraTioN : —The Order of the Day having been read for the resumption of the

-

adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. Reid, “That, in view of ¢ the’ nearly equally divided vote
“ of the eleclors of New South Wales, on the 3rd June last, upon the question of the acceptance
“ or rejection of the Bill framed by the Convention constituted under the Federal Enabling
“ Acts, and the fact that the statutory number of votes in its favour was not recorded, and
“in
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“in view of the conclusion, confirmed by the results of tho recent General Flection, that the Bill
“is not ncceptable to ihie electors of this Colony in its present shape, although the electors have
“ made it clear that they arc strongly in favour of union with the sister Colonieg, upon lines which
“* ecan be mutually aceepted as fair and just to all, this House affirms :—
“ (1.) Its desire that sieps should be taken withont delay in cowjunction with the other Colonies
* to bring about the completion of federal union.
“(2) Its desire that the other Coloniesshould agree to reconsider those provisions of the Bill most
* gencrally objected to in New South Wales, namely -
“ (a) Hepresentation in the Senafe— .
“ goucerning which this IMouse desires to submit for the consideration of the other
 Calonies, that, if cqual representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority at a joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
% ghould decide; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by a provision for a
“ National Referendum.
“(B) ke STHh Clause, known as the Braddon Olause—
“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that this Clause should be removed from the BilL
“ (e) dhe Capital of the Commoenwealth—
“ goncerning which this Houre desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colomnies,
“ that Clause 124 shonld be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
“ of the Federal Capital in such place within the boundaries of New South Wales as the
“ Federal Parliament may determine.
“Ad) The Boundaries of States—
‘ goneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colenies
“ that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State
“without ity own consent—namely, by the protection afferded by clanse 127, as to the
# pepresentation of States,
¥ (e) Tnland Rivers—
“goncerning which this House desires to submit for ihe consideration of the other Colonies,
“that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation =hanld
“ be more clearly safeguarded.
= M) Money Bills— ‘
Jonee s o ¥ concerning which this House desires 1o submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
£ 7 % that there should be a uniform practice in respect to wech Bills, namely, that provided in
S " ¢ the case of Tazation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annnal services of the Commonwealth,
: Y (g) Judiciel Appeals from States—
* coneerning which this House desires to submit for {he consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should he made uniform,
L “namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Cowneil, or to the Tigh Court, but not
- “ as at present, indiseriminately to either.
“(8.) Although prepared, for the eake of union-—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and just
- fopoting—to nceepts the financial system embodied in the Bill, with the onc excepiion mentioned,
“ this louse earnestly invitee further inquiry inte, and a move thorongh consideration of, the
“ finaneia? clauser, regarding ag evils to be avoided if possible exceszive burdens of faxafion, a
. prolonged system of book-keeping, uncertainty as to the amonnt of the surplus to be divided, and
o uncerfainty as to the method of distribuiing it among the States.”

Tpon which Mr. Lyno had moved, That the Question be amended by inserting after the word
“the ", first occurring, the words: —
¢ clearly expressed deternination (as shown at the recent Genersl Election) of the people of
“ ¢ New South Wales in favonr of Tederation, this llonse deems it inadvisable to hamper the
“ ¢ future negotintions for procuring Federation by laying down any preliminary conditions, fully
¢ ¢ believing that such amendmenis and modifientions of the Commonwenlth of AustraliaCoustitution
“ ¢ Bill will be agreed to as will render it aceeptable to the people of this Colony at tle nexi
¢ necessary referendim, '

S 40 (2) Tlis House authorises 1he Government to open up negotiations with the Governments of

- % the other Colonies represented at the iste Convention, with the view of procuring a joint
“ ¢ consideration of the present position of ihe guestion of Yederation snd of the meibods and
¢ particulars in which the Commonwealih of Australia Constitution Bill may be dealt with.
“(3.) This House earnestly hopes that the Government of Queensland will be invited {0 take
¢ part in any Tuture deliberations, with 4 view of the whole of Australia and Tasmania joining in
¢ n Federal Union.’ ™ ,

- And the Question being again propoesell,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inzerted,—

I'he House resumed the said adjourned Debate.
Mr. Storcy moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.
Question put and passed. .
Ordered, that the IYebate be adjoarncd until Toamorrow, and (with the unanimous concurrence of
the House) tnke precedence of ofher business, ‘

The House adjourned, al ten minutes before Eleven o'clock, until To-morrow at-Three o'clock.

T. W, WEBB, J. P. ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislative Azsemdly. . Speaker.
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WEDNESDAY, 14 SEPTEIMBER, 1858
1. The Houge met pursuant to adjournment. Mr, Speaker took the Chair.

Ernecrrony Peririox (Ashfield) -—2Mr. Brunker, by conumand, laid upon the Table an Election
Petition which had been addressed to His Excellency the Governor {rom Thowas Bavister, of
Croydon, alleging that at the last Geueral Election he and Bernhard Ringrose Wisc wore
eandidates to be elected for the Tlecloral District of Ashfield; that Petitioner was and is u person
duly qualified by law to be elected ; that the Returning Officer declared the number of voles
polled for the respective candidates to be——for 13 K. Wise, 966 voles, and for Pelitioner,
961 votes, aud made vo declaration as to the number of informal votes polied, although there
were several, and lie thereupon declared the said Bernhard Rivgrese Wise o be duly elected,
and afterwards endorsed on the writ the name of Bernhard Ringrose Wise as the person so

" elected ; that the Returning Officer publiely declared that Bernhard Ringrose Wise polled 966
votes, nnd Petitioner hag been informed, and verily believes, that in consequence of many mistakes
Bernbard Ringrose Wise did not poll that number of votes; that many of the ballot-papers
were declared to be iaformal which as a matter of fact were not informal, and that such voles
should huve heen counted in favour of Petitioner, therely giving a majority in favour of
Petitioner ; that many of the ballot-papers used at ihe said election were not initialed, nor
were the clectors’ rights punctured, signed, and dated by the Deputy Returning Officers, and
were therefore informal; that certain persons wers permitted to record votes who should have
been prolibited from voting; that certain persons were permitied to vote who were not qualified;
that Petitioner's serutineer was improperly prevented from entering the poiling-booth at Summer
Hill until after all the ballot-boxes at the said polling-booth were locked, and Petitioner belicves
that in the opening of one of the ballot-boxes it wes found to contain eighteen ballot-papers in
excess of the number 16 should have contained ; that the snid Bernhard Ringrose Wise had more
than one scrutineer at one ¢r more of the said polling-booths; that the number of vuqualified
persons who were allowed to vote, and whose votes were counted and allowed by the Returning
Officer, exceed the nnumber of twelve; that o greater number of votes thau five were counted and
allowed by the Returning Officer, although such votes were not in aceordance with the Electoral Act,
nnd were by that Aet made invalid; and that cerfain irregularities were commitied in connection
with the said election.  Petitioner prays—(1) that his Petition may be dealt with necording to
law; (2) that the retwrn of the saicdd Bernhard Ringrose Wise may be declared nuil and void ;
(3) that a recounting of all ballot-papers may be made by the Commitiee of Blections and
Qualifieations ; (4) that it may be declared that the said Bernhard Ringrose Wise was nof lawfully
ciected ; (5) that it may bhe declared and determined ihat Petitioner was duly elected, and
is entitled to take his seat. :

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Brunker, ikat the Pelition be referred to the Committee of Blections
and Qualificalions.

2. Parsns >3 Brunker laid upon the ‘Table,—
(1.} Abstract of Crown Lands Reserved from Sale for the Presevvation of Water Supply or other
l’Tublic Purposes, in nccordance with the 101st, 109th, and 112th. sections of the Act 43 Victoria
No. 18. '
(2.) Abstract of Crown Lands authorised to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordance with
the 104th scetion of the Act 48 Victoria No. 18,
(3.) Amended Pormn Mo, 88, under Crown Lands Acts.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Commitice,
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3. ApjounxMpst:—Mr. Speaker stated that he had received from {lie Honorable Member for Quean-
beyan, Mr. O'Sullivan, 2 Notice, under the 49th Standing Orvder, that he desired to move the
adjournment of the House, to discuss a definite malter of urgent public importance, viz—"Tlo
“ mconvenience cansed to the public by the absence of the Miunister for Works from his
¢ Depariment.”

And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honorablo
Members,—

My, O'Sutlivan moved, That this House do now adjourn,

Debate ensued.

Question put, and voices given,—Mr. Speaker stated his vpivion that the dyes had it.
‘Whereupon, Division ealled for, nnd Mr, Speaker huving, in aceordatee with Standimg Order No.
213, directed the Members to take their seais to the right and left of the Chair respectively,
declared the determination of the House to bein the negative, us thete wore only nine Members
in the minority voling with the Ayes.

The following are the names of the Members in the wminority, viz.:—Mr., Henry Chapman,

Mr, ¥ C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr, Harrie, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. AfHeck, Mr. Fegan, Mr. Hawthorne,
Mr. Molesworth, and Mz, Meagher.

-

4. Apsrnarasiay Fepenrariox :—The Order of the Day having been read for the resumption of the
adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr, Reid, “ That, in view of *the’ nearly equally divided vote
“ of the elcetors of New South Wales, on the 3rd June last, upon the question of the aceeptance
* or rejection of the Bill framed by the Convention constituted under the Federal Enabling
“ Acts, and the fact that the statutory number of votes in its favour was not recorded, and
“1in view of the conclusion, confirmed by the results of the recent Greneral Election, that the Bill
* is not acceptable to ihe clectors of this Colony in its present shape, although the electors have
“ made it clear that they are strongly in favour of union with the sister Colovies, upon lines which
“ can be mutually accepted as fair and just to all, this House aflirms :—

“ (1.) Its desive that steps should be iaken without delay in conjunclion with the other Colouies
* to bring about the completion of federal union.

* (2.) Its desive that the other Colonies should agree to reconsider these provisions of the Bill most
# eanerally objected to in New South Wales, namely :—

“{w) Representalion in the Senate—
“ coneerning which this House desives to submit for the consideration of the other
“ Colonies, that, if” equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-ffths
“ majority at n joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
“ should decide; or that the provisivn for a joint sitling be replaced by a provision for a
* National Referendnm.

() Dhe 87tk Clanse, known as the Bradden Olause— .
“ goncerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of ihe other
“ Colonies, that this Clause should be removed from the Bill,
¥ (e) Lhe Capital of the Commonwealth—-
* concerning which this House desires to submit for the eounsideration of the other
* Colonies, that Clausc 124 should he amended, and provision made in the 13ill for the
 establishment of the Federal Capital in such place within the boundarics of New South
“ Wales ns the Federal Parlinment may determine.

“A(dy The Boundaries of States—
“ concerning which this Houst desives to submit for the consideration of the other
“ Colonies, that better provision shounld be made against the alteration of the boundarios
* of a State without its own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by clause 127,
* as to the representation of Statoes. i

“ () Inland Rivers—
““ coneerning which this 1ouse desires o subwmit for the consideration of the other
* Colonies, that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation
“ should he more clearly safeguarded.

() Money Bilis— '
¥ coneerning which this House desires 1o submit for the consideraiion of the other
“ Colonies, that there sheuld be a uniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that
“ provided in the case of Taxzation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the
“ Commonwealth. )

“ (g Judicial Appeals from States—
“ concerning which this Iouse desires {o submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
‘ that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Conrts of the States should be made uniform,
“ namely, the appeal shoukd either bo'to the Privy Council,or to the Iligh Court, but not
““ as at present, indiseriminately to either.

¢ (3.) Although prepared, for the sake of wiion—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and just
“ footing—to aecept the financial system embodied in 1he Bill, with the one exception mentioned,
¢ this House earnesily invites further inguiry into, and a more thoreugh consideration of, the
“ financial elauses, regarding as evils {o be avoided if possible excessive hurdens of taxation, o
““ prolonged system of book-keeping, uncertainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided, and
“ uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.”

Tpon
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Upon which Mr. Lyne had moved, That the Question be amended by inserting afier the word
¢ the ”, first oceurring, the words :—

¢ clearly expressed delermination (as shown at the recent Greneral Election) of the people of
“ New South Wales in favour of Federation, this House deems it inadvisable to hamper the
“ future negotiations for procuring Federation by laying down any preliminary conditions, fully
“ Dbelieving that sueh amendments and modifications of the Comnmonwealth of Australin Constitution
“ Bill will be agreed to as will render it acceptable to the people of this Colony at the next
“ necessary referendum.

“(2.) Thiz House authorises the Government to open up negoiiations with the Governments of
“ the other Colonies represented at the Iate Convention, with the view of procuring a joint
“ consideration of the present position of the question of Tederation and of the methods and
“ partieulars in which the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Bill may be dealt with,

“(3.) This House earnestly hopes that the Government of Queenslaid will be invited fo take
Y part in any future deliberations, with a view of {he whole of Australia and Tasmania joining in
“ n Federal Union.”

And the Question being agatn proposed,—That ihe words proposed to be tuserted be so inserted,—
The, House resumed the said adjourned Debate.

Mr. Chanter moved, 'hat this Tebate be now adjourned.

Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Debate be adjeurned until To-morrow.

5. AprsovinypNT:—Mr. Neid moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question put and paseed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at tweniy-four minules after Eleven o'clock, until To-morrow at
Three o’clock.

T, W. WEBB, . J. P. ABBOIT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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NHURSDAY, 15 SEPTEMBIR, 1895,
1. The House met'pnrsunﬂt to adjournment.  Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

Prixtixe CoMyrrres :—DMr, Gormby, as Chairman, brought up the Second Report from the Printing
Committee,

2. ATSTRALASIAN FupERaTION :—The Order of the Day having been read for the resumption of ihe

adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. Reid, *That, in view of ‘the’ nearly equally divided
“vote of the electors of New South Wales, on the 3rd June Jast, upon the question of the
“ nceeptance or rejection of the Bill framed by the Convention constituted under the Federal
“ Enabling Aets, and the fact that the statutory number of votes in its favour was not
“recorded, and in view of the conclusion, confirmed by the results of the recent General Election,
“ thot the Bill is noi acceplable to the electors of this Colony in its present shape, although the
“ electors have made it cleav that they are strongly in favour of union with the sister Colonies,
“ upon lines which ean be mutually accepted as fair and just to all, this Housge affirms :—
(1.} Tig desire that steps should be taken without delay in conjunction with the other Colonies
*“ to bring about the completion of federal union,
(2.} Iis desire that the other Colonies should agree to reconsider theose provisions of the ill
“ most generally objected to in New South Wales, namely :—
Y () Representation in the Senate—
“ concerning which {his House desives to submit for the consideration of the other

“ Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for o three-fifths |

“ majority at a joint sitting of hoth Mouses should be removed, and that a simple majority
“ should decide ; or that the provision for a jeint sitting he replaced by a provision for a
“ National Referendum.

by The 87th Clause, known as the Braddon Cluuse—
“ concerning which this House desires to submit-for the consideration of the other Colontes,
* that this Clanse should be removed from the Bill.

*{e) The Capital of the Commonwealth—
* eoncerning which this House desires tosubmit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that Clause 124 should be nmended, and provizion made in the Bill for ihe establishment
“ of the Federnl Capital in such place within the boundaries of New South Wales as the
 Federal Parliament may determine.

“ (d) The Boundaries of States—
““ eoncerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that better provigion should be made against the alteration of the boundarics of a State
“ without ifs own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by Clause 127, as to the
 representation of States.”

“(#) Inland Divers—

“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonjes,

“* that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation shouid
* be more clearly safegnarded. ' ’
“A(f) Money Bills— _ .
“ concerning whicl this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
* thaf therc should be a uniform practice in respect.to such Bills, namely, that provided in
: * the case of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of t]};e Commonwealth.
“ () Judicial dppeals from States—
“ goncerning which this Hlouse desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
“ namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
“as at present, indiscriminately to erther.
i (3')
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“ (3.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other .respects upon a fair and
“just footing—to acecept the financial system embodied in the Bill, with the one exception
“ mentioned, this ITouse earnestly invites further inquiry inte, and a more thorough consideration
“ of, the financial clauses, regarding az cvils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of tazation,
“ 3 prolonged system of hook-keeping, uncertainty as_to the amount of the surplus te be divided,
¢ and uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.”

Upon which Mr. Lyne had moved, That the Question be amended by inserting after the word
“the ™, first oecurring, the words :(— . . .

“ glearly expressed determination (as shown ab the recent General Election) of the people of
“ New South Whales in favour of Federation, this House deems it inadvisable to hamper the
* future negotiations for procuring Federation by laying down any preliminary conditions, folly
¢ helieving that such amendments and modifications of the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution
“ Bill will be agreed to as will render it acceptable to the people of this Colony at the next
“ necessary referendum. - :

“ (2.) This House aunthorises the Government to open up negotiations with ihe Governments of
“the other Colonies represented at the late Convention, with the view of procuring a joint
“ consideration of the present position of the question of Federation and of the methods and
 particulars in which the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Bill may be dealt with. .
“(3.) This House earnestly hopes that the Government of Queensland will be invited to take
“ part in any fulure deliberations, with a view of the whole of Australia and Tasmania joining in
“ a Federal Union. "

And the Question being again proposed,—'hat the words proposed to be inserted be so ingerted,—
The House resumed the said adjourned Debate.

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,—
FRIDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER, 1898, a.u.

Question put,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted.
The House divided.

Ayes, 54. Noes, 58, )
My, McTariane, Mr. Chanter, | My. Brunker, Mr, Meazher,
Dr. Ross, Mr. McLanghlin, Mr, Hogue, Mr. Harris,
Mcr. See, Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Jessep, Mr. McGowen,
Mer. Lyne, Mr, Piddington, Alr. E. M. Clark, Mr. Smith,
Mr, Wright, My, Dugald Thomson, Mr, Sleath, Mr. Bpence,
My, Mackay, Mr. Colien, Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Parkes,
My, Cruickshank, Mr. Alexander Campbell, Mr. Lees, Mpr. Archer,
Mr. Levien, Mr, W. W. Davis, Mr. Fepan, Mr. Maedonaid,
Mr. Miller, Me, Gormly, Mr, Nobbs, Mr. Nichoelson,
Mr. Willis, Mr. Barnes, Mr. Reid, Mr. Thonas,
Mr. Rose, © Mr. Donaldsen, Alr, MeLienn, Mr. Cann,
My, Ferris, Mr. Wood, Mr. Harnes, Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Xeteon, Mr, T, H, Criflith, Mr. A, H, Griflith, Mr. Millard,
Mr. Byrne, Mr. Sawers, . Mr. Ross, Mr. Dacey,
Mr. Pyers, Me. Steveneon, Mr. Lee, M. Dick,
Mr. Corroll, Mr. Ewing, Mzr, Archibald Campbell, Mr, Whidden,
Mr. Hayes, My, Reymond, Mr. Holman, Mr. Thomas Brown,
My, Wilson, Mr, Dight, Mr. Wilks, Mr. Moore,
Mr, Hurley, My, Quinn, My, Affleck, Mr. Edden,
Mr, Richards, Mr. Bennelt, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Hewthorne,
Mr, FitzGerald, Mr. O’Conor, Mr. Cook, Mr. Molesworth,
Ar, Crick, Mr, Perry. Mr. Howarth, Me. Huglies,
Mer. Frice, Tell My Morgan, Mr. Anderson,
Me, Suftor, ELers, Me. Rigg, Mr, James Thomson,
My, David Davis, © Mr, Waddeil, Mr. Thomas Clarke,. Mr. Iepry Chapman,
Mr, Torry, Mr. Hassall, Mx, Law, Mr, MeCGourt.
Mr. Spruson, Mr. Mahony, .
Mr. Tlhomns Fitzapatriek, My, Garland, Tellers,
My, (¥Spllivan, Mr, Wautking, Mr. Ferguson,
Mr, Widd,

Mr, Gillies, Mr, Watson,

And 50 it paszed in the negative.
Original Question again proposed,—
Mr. Crick moved, That this Debaie be now adjourned.
Question put and passed.
Ordered, That the Debate be adjourned until Wednesday next.

3. Avsoun¥MENT:—Mr. Reid moved, That this House do new adjourn.

Debate ensued,
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at five minufes before One o'clock aun., until Tuesday next ab
Three o'clock,

J. P. ABBOTT,

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

QUESTIONS :(—

(L) Compensation o a Miner named Hannan :—Mr. O'Sullivan asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Tlas his attention becn direeted to the casc of an old miner named Hannan, who was awarded
£300 compensation for the maladministration of a mining registrar, but who claims that the

_ amount was only part payment of the amount that was really due to him?

- (2.) Under the circumstances of the case, will he consider the desirablencss of awarding
compensation to this unfortunate man ?
Mr. Reid answered,—
(1.) This ease was inguired into some twelve yoars ago, and an amount of £300 passed by
Parlinment as full compensation to Mr. Hannan.
(2.) T4 is not intended to reopen the case.

(2) Appointment of Deputy Returning Officer or Poll Clerk for Macquarie Flectorate :~—Mr.
Hurley asked the Coleonial Seeretary,—
(1) 1id the Returning Officor for the Flectorate of Maequaric appoint a son of a refiring
candidate to the position of Deputy Returning Officer or Poll Clerk at one of the polling-booths
on the 27th July, 18987
(2) Was Mpr. Allen Duncan Carmichael a retiving candidate on the 27th July, 1898, for the
Electorate of Macquarie ?
(3.} Ts it o fact that the Returning Officer for the Electorate of Macquarie appoited Mr. Allen
Duncan Carmichael to the position of Deputy Returning Officer at the polling-booth at Box
Ridge on the 27th July, 18987
(4.) Ts it a fact that Mr. Allen Duncan Carmichael’s name was on the ballot-papers at the time he
(Mr. Allen Dunecan Carmichacl) was acting in the capacity of Deputy Returning Officer at Box
Ridge on the 27th July, 1898°? )
(5.) Is it a fact that the Returning Oficer for the Electorate of Macquarie is a brother-in-law to
a candidate who contested the election of Macquarie on the 27th July, 18082
(6.) Did the Returning Officer for the Electoral District of Macquarie appoint any of his own
nephews to act in the capacity of Deputy Returning Officers or Poll Clerks at the polling-booths
in the Macquarie Electoral District on the 27th July, 1898 ; if so, how many ?
Mr. Brunker answered,— )
The following replies have been furnished by the Returning Officer for Macquarie Electorate :—
(1) Yes; the gentleman has been for the past three elections employed in the same capacity,
and no exception was made upon this occasion,
(2.) Mr. Carmichael withdrew bis nomination on the 19th Jaly, 1898,
(3.} Yes. .
(4) Mr., Carmichael’s name was left on the ballot-paper because no provision is made in the
:F]lejctoml Act for its elision should the withdrawal be made after 6 p.m. on the day of nomination.

5.) Yes. '

(6.) Yes; out of fifty-sizx appointmenis seven were nephews, all men of considerable education and
goctal standing.

{8.) Crown Lands:—D2}r. Bennett asked the Secretnry for Lands,~Whether he intends to introduee

a measure this Session providing for ihe classification and reappraisement of the unsold Crown
lands in the Colony ?

Mer, Carruthers answered,—A new Land Bilt will shortly be intraduced.

(4
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(4) Land adjoining the General Post Office :—Mr. Perry asked the Postmaster-General,—
{L.) Is the land adjoining the addition to the General Post Office on its south side in George-
street, on which until recently a building in the occupation of John Bands & Co. stood, the
property of the Government ; if not, and the building now being crected on it -is not to be the
property of the Government, by whose authority has the owner of this land and building in course
of crection been permitted to utilise the wall of the General Post Office recently built as  part of
his building by sinking the ends of bis girders in it?
(2) Is he awnre that in case of a firc occurring on these premises the effect of the heat on the
girders would be such as to seriously impair the wall in which they are inserted, and so expose the
General Post Office and its contents to imminent danger of destruction ?
(3.) Will he obtain a report from the Government Architect in refercnce to the use of the wall of
an mmportant Government building for the benefit of private owners ?

Mr. Parkes answered,—These Questions refer to the Department of my honorable colleague the
Secretary for Works, but L have been furnished by that Department with the following Answers
from the Government Architeet.

(1) The land adjoining the General Post Office is not the property of the Government. By a
mutual agreement between the Crown and the adjoining owner a party-wall is in course of erection.
{2,y It 18 not so. . _

{3.) The Government Architect reports that, prior to the erection of the additions to the General
Post Office, but subsequent to the original resumption of the land, the site of half the existing
party-wall was reconveyed to the vendors. On building operations being commenced it was found
impracticable to erect a now southern wall entirely on the ground of the Crown without serious
loss and danger, and it was also found highly desirable toenter inte & mutual arrangement with the
adjoining owners for a party-wall, with the result that the Crown has gained 1 foot of frontage
in George-sireet ab no cost to itself, while the adjoining owner has undertaken to pay the Crown
the value of half the party-wall now in course of erection. I might further explain that although
the wall is 24 inches through, the girders do not extend info the wall any further than about 9
inches.

(5.) Revenne and Expenditure under Diseases in Sheep Act:—Mr. Hurley agked the Secrctary for
Mines,—Will he cause full information to he made public as to the amount of money collected
under the Diseases in Sheep Aet, together with further details of expendifure than are given iu
the Annual Report for 1897, Appendix NP :

Mr. Cook answered,—Yes.

(6.} Exchange of Land, Nanami Run, Molong District :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Lande.—
(1) Is it a fack that the owner of Nanami Run, near Fugowra, Molong Distriet, county of
Ashburnham, has applied for an exchange of land on his run; if se, does the conditional purchaso
lately taken up by one P. G. Idavison form any one portion of the said land sought by tho
runowner $0 be exchanged ?

(2.) Isit a fact that the owner of Nanami Run is seeking by applying for this land znd exchango
to secure, if possible, water reserve No. 322, and thus deprive the public of the uvse of the water
during dry seasons?

(3.) TIs the land, lots 101 and 106, parish.of Nanami, and sclected some yenrs back by one John 8,
Campbell, form any part or portion now applied for to be exchanged by the owner of Nanami Run?
(4.) In the interest of the publie, water conservation, and settlement, will he sec that the
application for such exchanpe is disallowed ?

Mr. Carruthers answered,—

(1.) Yes; but none of the land proposed to be surrendered is held by P. G Davigon,

(2.) There is no water rescrve No. 322 in existence, as 1t was revoked in 1892,

(8.) Yes

(4.) The report of the Land Board is favourable to the exchange, and every care will be taken to
preserve the public interest when the ease is being finally deait with. The 1lonorable Member is
at liberty to see the papers relafing to the matter, and he will then be in a better position to judge
of the merits and Tacts of the care.

(7.3 Deduetions from Salarics of Tnspectors of Stock:—fr, Sieeenson, for Mr. Chanter, asked the
Secretary for Mines,— :
(1.) Is it not » fact that inspectors of stock were, until about a year or two ago, compelled to
submil to a reduction of 4 per cent. in their monthly salaries, and such deductions paid to the
Superannuation Yund under the Civil Service Act of 18847
(2.) Is it not a fact that the present Attorney-General has recenily decided that these officers are
not Civil Servants, and therefore net liable to contribute to that Fund, and has further decided
that all such officers 8o contributing should cease $o do ro, and the amounts so contributed to be
returned to them?
(8.) 1sit not a fact that the 4 per cent. deducted from their salavies has been refunded to them
withont interest ? '
(4.) Will he at once take the necessary steps to pay interest on the 4 per cenl. deducted, at the
same rate as paid by the Government on other moneys deposited in their hands, as to withhold the
same would be an injustice ? '

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) Yesn.

(3.) Yes. ,

(4.) This matter is under consideration, and an early decision will be arrived at.

(8)
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(8.) Public Service Board—Retiring Allowances and Gratuities :—Mr. Yerris asked the Colonial
Trensurer,—~Will the Government carry out the recommendation of the Select Committee of last
Parliament, appointed to inquire into the grievances of retrenched Public Servants, particularly
of those old and faithful servants of the State, many wpwarde of thirty years’ service, who received
a gratuity only instead of a pension ?

Mr. Reid answered,—I regret to say that the Question refers to o number of cases about which I
have not, yet been able to give a decision. T regret that I cannot give the honarable gentleman
the information.

{9.) Pastures and Stock Protection and Diseases in Sheep Acts :—Mr. Hassall, for Mr. Goodwin,
asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) s he aware of the necessity existing for the amalgamation of the Pastures and Stock Protee-
tion Act and the Diseases in Sheep Act?
(2} If so, will he introduce a Bill amalgamating the Aets above veferred to?

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.} The necessary instructions have besn given to the Parliamentary Drafisman, and the Bill will
be introduced on the first opportunity.

(10.) Allowance to Hospitals in Country Districts :—Myr. Haseall, for Mr. Goodwin, asked the
Colonial Becretary,— . :
(L) Yo it o fact that authorities in conmection with the metropolitan hospitala receive a weekly
allowance of £1 per weck ?
(2.) If so, will the same consideration be extended to the hospitals in country districts ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—No ; but patients sent on Government orders to certain hospitals in the
metropolis aro paid for by the Government.

11.) Grazing Land at end of Shex's Creek :—Mr, Dacey asked the Secretary for Public Warks,—
g ¥ ! Y
(1) Is there a considerable quantity of good grazing land Iying idle at the upper end of Shea’s
Creek 7 .
(2.) Will he consider the advisability of calling tenders for the right of agistment?
(3.) Upon what terms are horses allowed within the enclosure at present?
Air. Brunker answered,—
(2 and 2.} There ig no Government land available or suitable for such o purpose. )
(3.) Horses belonging to the Department graze there now; also three or fonr horses belonging to
the men working at Shea’s Creek are allowed to graze during daytime.

(12.) Friendly Societies Bill :—Mr. Meagher asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(L) Will he reintroduce the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to Friendly Societies?
(2.) In view of the favourable reception of same by the last Parliament, and the importance of
such legislation, will he take immediate steps for such reintroduction ? .
Mr. Brunker answered,—A. Bill dealing with Friendly Societies was laid upon the Table and read
a first time during last Session. That Bill will be reintroduced as soon ag the state of publie
business permits. '

(13.) Government Advertisements in Newcastle Newspapers:—Mr. James Thomson asked the
Colomal Treasurer,— : )
(1) What amount was expended by the Government in advertising in Neweastle newspapers,
from January, 1897, to 30th June, 1898 ?
(2.) What was the amount received by each paper?
Mr. Reid answered,—
(1) £235 11s. 6d. :
(2.) Newcastle Herald, £170 19s. ; Newcastle Evening Times, £64 12s. 6d.

{14.) Men employed on Telephone Tunnels :—Mr, Dacey asked the Postmaster-General,—
(L) Are the men who arc employed on the telephone tunnels paid for holidays ?
(2.) Tait the practice, in conneetion with work of this kind, to pay for holidays ? ,
(8.) Is it a fact the men employed on the telephone tunnels had two hours’ pay stopped on
polling-day ?
Mr. Parkes answered,— )
(1 and 2.) Not for ordinary holidays.
(3.) T consider that for polling day the men should be allowed their full day's pay, and have given
instructions accordingly.

(15.} Banks of the Richmond River :—Mr, Perry asked the Seecretary for Public Works,—Will he
cause o suflicient sum of money to be provided on the Estimates to construet works on the
Richmond River to prevent the erosion of the banks of that river?

My, Brunker answered,—This question is now under consideration.

(16.) Wooden Sills at the Tuckombil Eccape Canal:—Mr. Pyers asked the Secretary for Public
Workse,—Has he taken any steps in regard to complying with the requesi of the farmers of the
Richmond River to remove the wooden sills at the Tuckombil escape canal ?

Ar. Brunker answered,—I1t 38 anticipated that so soon as the new channol approaching the
entrance of the river at Ballina has been opened, both the timber sills may be safely removed from
the Tuckombil weir. :

(17.) Amendment of the Friendly Societies Act:—Mr. Stevenson asked the Colonial Seeretary,—Can
he give the House any information as to when the Government are likely to introduce the Bill to
amend the Friendly Socicties Aet, promised in the Governor’s Opening Speech ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—My reply to the Quesiion of the Honorable Member for The Tweed will
answer to the Question put by the Honorable Member for Northumberland,
(18)
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(18) Tand in the Connly of Northumboerland :—Mr. Stevenson asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.} The value of the land within the county of Northuriberland, held by owners residing
therein ; and the value of land owned by absentees ?

{2.) The capital value of Crown lnnds within the county of Northumberland unoecupied ?
(3.) The total amount of land tax derived from property within the county of Northumberland ?

Mr. Reid auswored,—The First Commissioner of Taxation reports that the desired information is
not available ai the present time. Its preparation would serionsly delay the current work and
weuld involve considerable expense.

(19.) Plattsburg to Sandgate Road :—Mr. Watkins asked the Sceretary for Public Works,—
(1.) How long has the Plattsburg to Sandgate Read been elassified ?
(2.) How much money hus been voted for the said road since the date of elassification ?
(3.} What amount of money has been spent on the road in question sinee the date of classification ?
Mr. Brunker auswered,—
(L) Since 1881, as Road, Wallsend {o Sandgate.
(2.) £1,410.
(3.) £1,525 18s. 7., excess expenditure being met by special grants from general Voles. -

(20.) Grading of Officers in Tand and Income Tax Office :—Mr. Perey asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
Have the Land and Income Tax officers been graded; if not, when will the grading of these officers
be completed P .

Mr. Reid answeved,—The Public Service Board are at present engaged upon this work, The
exact date when it will be completed cannot be given at present, but it will probably be shortly.
The delay which has taken place in the matter has already been explained.

(21.) Reappraisement of Special Areas:—Afr. Hassall, fox Mr. Ewing, asked the Secretary for
Lands,—LDoes he intend to submit a Bill to Parliament to allow conditional purchasers of special
areas to obtain a renppraisement of their holdings ?

Mz, Carruthers answered,—A new Bill will shortly be introduced.

(22.) Naval Brigade Force :—DMr. E. M. Clark asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(}i.) What amount per month is paid to the members of the Naval Brigade Force other than
officers ?
(2.) What deductions are made from the pay of these men for absence from drill or other parades,
and is it a custom not to pay for extra drills or parades ?
(3.) What are the average number of absentees from drills and parades during the month?
(4.) 1sit a custom to insist that these men shall sign a pay-sheet for the full amount of their
monthly pay, and to hand them the amount, less deductions for absence from drills and parades;
i s0, how is the amount of these deductions accounted for in the adjustment of accounts ¥
(8.} In view of the loose financial check on such a system of payments, and in justice to the men,
will he make provision that they shall in future enly be asked to sign for the amounts actually
paid to them ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The following information has been supplied by the Captain commanding
the Naval! Forees :--

(1.) Sixteen shillings and eightpence,

(2.) Two shillings and sixpence for night and five shillings for day parades. Lxtra parades are
not paid for,

(3.) About 10 per cent.

{4 and 5.) The men sign for the full amount, but allow fines to be refained in accordance with
regnlations. These are paid into a fund used for the efficiency of the eoxps. The majority of the
men are perfecily satisfied with the present arrangements, which have worked well for the past
thirty-five vears.

(23.) Tssue of Merchants' Discount Coupons :—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1.) Have any steps been taken for the protection of the publie in connection with the issue of
Merchants” Discount Coupons by a city firm ?

(2.)_Has his attention been directed to the fact that another of these firms, known as the Sydney
Trading Stamp Company, are also canvassing on the same lines ?

(3.) Will he take steps to inquire into the bond fides of these so-called firms, and as to the legality
of such busingss ?

Mr, Lee answered,—

(1.) The necessity for any interference on the part of the police has not vet been made apparent,
(2.) No.

(3.} 1t is not within my province to underiake inquiries of the kind.

(24.) Penny Postage :~Dr. Ross asked the Postmaster-General,—Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to take any steps with the view of abolishing the present anomalous postal system now in
existence, and for the introduction of a uniform penny postal rate on all leiters throughout the
Colony ; if so, when?

Mr. Parkes answered,—The loss—estimated at £60,000 per annum—that would result from the
introduction of a uniform penny postage rate throughont the Colony wili not justify the Govern-
ment, at the present time, in underlaking the change.

(25.) Sale of Produce at the Neweastle Wharf :—Af- Carroll, for Mr. Price, asked the Colonial
Trensurer,— ‘
(1.} Is he aware that it has been the practice for the past forty vears to permit sales of produce to
take place before 8 a.m. on that portion of the Neweastle wharf between the Stockton landing
ferry and the Stockton horse ferry ?
2
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(2.) Isit a faet that no accidents have resulted from such practice?

(3.) Is he aware thut on the 19th August o wharfinger and police officers ordered the persons
engaged at this place to leave the wharf, and, in reply to the inquiry as to where the vehicles were
to go, replied, * Out of this; T don’t care where you go” ?

(#.) 1f so, under whose instructions were the officers referred to acting; and is it intended to
enforee this role ? . :
(5.) s it a fact that there is not sufficient accommodation provided by the Newcastle Municipal
Couneil, and that the site of the market extending from the. railway gates to the wharf is
inadequate, and, further, that the utilisation of the space referred to would preve unsuitable for the
purpose, aud inconvenient to foot passengers ?

(6.) What action has been taken by the railway authorities in this matter ; and by whom was such
instigated ?

(7.} ls it a fact that that portion of land between Langer's and Neves' premises in Hunter-sireet,
Newcastle, or any portion of same, was granted for a” market; it so, will the Government take
steps to have the land used for the purpose intended ?

(8.) Will he be good enough to cause an inqguiry to be instituted into this matter; and, pending
the ecompletion of the report, will he permit the produce sales to be conducted as Formerly ¥

Mr. Reid answered,—I am informed that it has been usual to allow sales of produce as described ;
but owing to the want of attention, and consequent insanitary condition of ihe Place, complaints
were made by the Municipal Council to the local railway authorities, and the District Traffic

. Superintendent gave instruckions that the matter must be remedied, or it would be necessary for
those concerned to remove to another site.  If sanitary conditions arc obeerved, there is 1o objec-
tion to the continuance of the sales. It may be added that, in the improvements proposed by the
Railway Commissioners at Neweastle, larger accommodation for this busiuess is to be provided in
accordance with the arrangements with the Couneil.

(26.) Danecing Schools :—Mr. O’Sullivan nsked the Colonial Secretary,— .
(1) Has his attention been drawn to the manner in which dancing schools in this city are being
conducted ? _
(2.} Is he aware that a good deal of immorality is the outeome of these assemblies?
(8.) Will he consult the police upon the matter, and bring in a measure to license dancing schools,
or that they may be better regulated and conducted ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—My attention was directed to this matter some considerable thne since
from representations which weremade. I am quite sure that it is necessary that some amendment of
the Jaw should take place; but as_the matter is under the control of the municipalities nothing
can be done until we get an amendment of the municipal law.

(27.) Produce loaded at Stations on the Western Railway Line:—Mr. J. C. L. Titzpatrick asked
the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Has his attention been directed to the complaints made by farmers to the effect that great
discrepancies exist frequently between the weight of produce loaded at stations on the Western
railway line and the weights credited to same farmers for said produce when unloaded at Redfern ?
(2.) Is he aware that in one case, thirty-eight successive trucks of produce showed a total loss of
G tons 18 cwt., or nearly 4 ewt. per tenck ?
(3.) Will he bave this canse of complaint inquired into and remedied as far as possible ?

Mr. Reid answered,—I am informed that complaints have occasionally heen made on behalf of
farmers to the effect that discrepancies have arisen between the weights of produce as weighed at
loading station on the Western ILine on the one hand and as weighed over the weigh-bridge at
Redfern on the other. A complaint was made in June last of an alleged difference of 7 tons 4 cwt.
in consiguments embracing thirty-eight trucks of potatoes, extending over a period of about five
weeks. Strict inquiry was made into the eircumstances, but there was nothing to show that the
weights given at the sending station were inaccurate. As indicated in the tariff, the weights are
taken to ascertain the freight charges, and not for purpoeses of buying and selling.  The reweighing
at Redfern is performed for the convenience of consignees. Due attention is given to the weighing
appliances throughout the lines. It may be added that questions of this nature affecting the detail
working of the railways should be referred to the Railway Commissioners.

{28.) Cuppacumbalong Land Exchange :—Mr. (’Sullivan asked the Secretary for Lands,—
{1.) Has he yet come to a decision regarding the Cuppacumbalong land exchange ?
{2.) If so, what is that decision ? !

Mr. Carruthers answered,—The exchange having fallen through (the lessees declining o accept
the Department’s terms), T have decided to throw open for sclection as n special aren a portion of
the reserve applied for by the lessees as part of the exchange proposals, keeping a sufficiency for
any public purpose.

(29.) Proposed Model Farm near Salisbury Court, Uralla District:—Mr. O'Sullivan asked the
Secretary for Mines,—
(L) Is 1t a fact that his Department has abandoned the proposal to establish a model or experi-
mental farm near Salisbury Court, Uralla distriet? .
(2.) If not, when is it proposed to establish the model or experimental farm in the locality named ?

Mr. Cook answered,—No decision will'be arrived at until the Gavernment is congidering the whole
question of the establishment of additional experiinental farms.

(30.) The Acting Government Interpreter :—Mr. Nelson asked the Minister of J nstice, —
(1.) Is it a fact that serious complaints have been made to the Stipendiary Magistrates and to the
police by the French Consul-General and many private eitizens concerning the incapacity of the
officer who is now acting as Government interpreter for European languages ; and is it a fact the
administration of justice has become jeopardised in foreign cases ?
(2)
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(2.) Is it a fact that some of the Stipendiary Magistrates have complained to the Department of
Justice, and snggested that the said officer should be sulijected to a thorough examination to test
his qualifications ¥ , .

(3.) Is it a fact that the late Government Interpreter refired from the Puoblic Service after
seventeen years’ service, during which time no fault was found with bim; was the retirement
caused by the reduction of lis salary out of all proportions of the high qualifications he prssessed
for the position ?

{4.) Ts it not also a fact that the officer possessed the confidence of the Justice Department, the
Bench, and police authorities ? .
(6.} Will e state if there is any reason why an officer of whom such exceptionally high qualifi-
cations are required, and upon whose integrity the Court has to depend, should not be in receipt
of at least the same salary as other specialists and experts of the Department?

(6.) 'Will be, in the interest of the public, ascertain whether the late officer has been guilty of any
conduct which would preclude him from filling the position of interpreter of the European
language ; if not, will he ascertain if there is any reason why he should not be restored to the
position ?

Mr. Lee snswered,—

{1.) No. )

{2.) No.

(3,4, 5, and 6.) As regards these questions, I may state that the Public Service Board have
furnished me with the following information :—* The Board, on inquiring into the Justico Depart-
* ment, found that the salary paid for this service was £326 per annum, and they came to the
“ conclusion that a salary of £200 per annum was suflicient, sceing that the services of the officer
“ were only partially at the disposal of the Government. On the salary being reduced, Mcr. Michel
“ availed himself of the option.given by sub-section IV of section 12 of the Public Service Act,
“and retired, récefving the gratuity provided by section GO, together with the refund of his pay-
“ ments to the Superannuation Account. His leaving the Service was, therefore, due to his own
“action. The present holder of the office receives a salary of £230 per annum, but he has to give
* his whole time to the work, his former duties of translator being combined with those of ‘inter-
‘ preter.  From the above it will be seen that Mr. Michel's competency was not in question.” I may
add that the question of inereasing the remuneration of the present (3overnment Interpreter and
Translator of Foreign Lunguages has been referred to the Public Service Board, for consideration,

(81.) Train Service on the Cowra to Harden Railway Tine:—Mr. Waddell asked the Colonial

Treasurer,—Reforring to the matter of getting bebter train sevvice on the Cowra to Harden railway
line, and the way in which the Commissioners for Railways compute the revenue and expenditure
on such line,—

(1) Do the Commissioners give credit for coal sent along this line to the south for Departmental
purposes ?

(2.) Do they also give credit for the return of empty trucks from the south instead of kaving to
bring them round by Granville ?

Mr. Reid answered,~T am informed that no credit is taken in any of the railway accounts for the
carrigge of Dopartmental supplies, nor wonld any object bo gained by dealing in the accounts with
the economy of running empty trucks in any particular direction.

(82)) Prescrvation of Native Grasses and Shrubs on Crown Lands:—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary

for Lands,—

(1.} Is he aware that vast areas of Crown lands in the interior of the Colony are of late years
rapidly deteriorating in value, parily in consequence of disastrous droughts, and partly from over-
stoeking by Crown tenants, and that in consequence our most valuable indigenous grasses and
shrubs are rapidly beconing extinet ? :

(2.) 1n a matter of such vast importance to the development of the futurc wool and meat industry
of the Colony, but especially in the prevention of the spread of diseases amongst stock, will he see
that some rational system js adopted for the preservation of our native grasses and valuable shrubs
that are of lato years being destreyed by overstocking ? ‘

(3.) ‘Will he also see that some provision is contained in every lease issued to Crown tenants, in
order that during ceriain periods of the year certain areas of Crown lands and runs may be
allowed to remain in an ungrazed condition for & fixed period, in order that the native grasses and
shrubs may have a chance of being protected and reproduced from fresh seed, and thus retard as
far as possible the extinclion of these valuable and indigenous pasture plants ?

My, Carrnthers answered,—Under ithe exisling land laws, the pastoral lessees in the Western
Division have leases for twenty-eight years of their lcasehold areas without any conditions beyond
the payment of rent; and, as regards the resumed areas, there are no conditicns attached beyend
the payment of license fees, as they are lisble to be taken up at any time under the various forms
of tenure provided by the land laws. T may add that the Departinent is taking steps to bring the
abandoned Crown lands throughout the Colony under the improvement lease clauses of our law.

2. FxTENsiON 0F THE RA1iwaxy 1xro THE Ciry oF Sypyey:—DMr. Nobbs presented a Petition from

certain citizens of Sydney and Suburbs, setting forth that the present railway terminus is wholly
inadequate for the large and increasing traffie, so much so as to be a continuous source of danger
to the passengers ; that the Railway Commissioners have pointed out this danger; that two Royal
Commissions and the Public Works Committee have inquired into the best methods for extending
the railway into the City; that, after full consideration of thc various routes and schemes, the
extension by what is known as the S5& James” Road Scheme was recominended ; and praying that
immediate steps be taken to give cffect to this recommendation by providing the neceszary legis-
lative authority for carrying out such extension.

Petition received. 3.
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3. Parmes :—Mr. Brunker laid upon the Fable,— ;
(1) Supplementary Thirfeenth Genera! Report, together with Returns giving a record of the
Committee’s Inquiries and Minutes of Proceedinge, of the Parliamentary Standing Commitiee on
Public Works.

(2.} Regulations for the Army Nursing Service Reserve under the Volunteer Foree Regulation
Act of 1867.

(3.} Amended By-law under the 8ydney Hospital Act of 1881

(4.) By-law of the Munreipal District of North Illawarra.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

4. Orry anxp Norrn Svovey Covxreriow Bron (Formal Motion) :—Mr. MeLean moved, pursuant to
' Notice,—

(1.} That the City and North Sydney Conneection Biil be referred o a Select Commiitee for
consideration and report.
(2.} That such Committee consist of Mr. Austin Chapman, Mr, Young, Mr. Dick, Mr. Howarth,
Mr. Kidd, Mr. E. 3. Clark, Mr. O’Conor, Mr. Watson, Mr, Sleath, and the Mover.
(3.) That the Reports, Minutes of Proceedings, and Evidence of previous Select Committees on
the subject of conmecting Sydney with North Sydney by bridge, tunnel, or tuunel railway, be
referred to such Committee. '
Gnesfion put and passed.

5. Racecourse or Recurarioxy Grouyp ar Moroxe (Formal Aotion) :—Dr. Ross nioved, pursuant
to Notice, That there be iaid upon the Tabie of this House a return showing,—
(1.} The names of the trustees of the racecourse or reercation ground at Molong, when they were.
appointed, and the area of the ground.
(2.) Whether the racecourse is used for any other purpose,besides that of racing ; if so, for what
purpose, by whom, and for what period.
(8.} Whether the ground is leased to any person ; if so, to whom, and the amount of rental received
annually for the same, and to whom the rental is paid.
(4-) 'What becomes of the money eollected in the shape of rents, and has it been expended.
(5.) The amount of money received (if any) in the shape of rents during the last cight years
ending 31st Aupust, 1898, ’
(6.) The amount of funds (if any} at present in the hands of the tfrustees or uny other person.
(uestion put and passed.

6. CoarL-TApEN SaTLING VESSELS FroOM NEwCAsTLE 10sT AT SEa (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Smith
moved, pursnant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House a return showing,—
(L) The number and names of coal-laden sailing vessels which left the port of Newcastle during
the past five years, and reported as being lost at sea.

{2) The alleged cause of such loes ai sea,

(3.) The number of lives lost iu each vessel,

(4.) The namber and names of vessels, sail and steam, wrecked or lost upon the coast of New
South Wales during the yeara 1896, 1897, and 1898,

(5.) The alleged canse of such loss or wreck.

{6.) The number of lives lost by such losses or wrecks,

Question put and passed,

7. Puntic Pawx a1 Monoxe (Formal Blotion):—Dr. Ross moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be
iaid upon the Table of this House a return showing,— .
(1.) The arca of the public park at Molong.
(2.) When the park was dedicated £or public purposes.
(3.) The amount of public meney expended in improving the same.
(4.} The names of the trustees or persons in charge of the park.
{5.) Whether the ground is le or under lease to any person ; to whom, for what purpose, and a$
what rental annually.
(6.) The amaount of money collected in the shape of rent during the last seven years ending 31st
August, 1808,
(7.) To whom the woney is paid.
(8.) How the money collected s expended, by whom, and for what purpose.
(9.) Whether any of the rental received from the park has been expended on improvements ; the
amount, and for what purpose.
(10.) The amount of money (if any) at present in the hands of the trustees.
Question put and passed.

8. Muxtereanmies (Frection) Brnn (Formal Motion) :— .
(1.} Mr.Thomas moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given o bring in a Bill to provide for the
election of aldermen and auditors for any municipality.
Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Thomas then presented a Bill, intitnled A Bill 1o provide for the election of aldermen and
anditors for any municipalify,’—which was read a fiest time,
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 15th November.

9, SATW&LL’S Traxwax ax¥p Erncrrie Lraurive Bint (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Cohen moved, pursuant
to Notice,— ‘
(1.} That Saywell’s Tramway and Electric Lighting Bill be referred to a Select Committee for
consideration and report. -
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Young, Mr. MecLean, Mr, Rigg, Mr. Cann, Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Hayes, Mr. Waddell, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Moore, and the Movor.
Question put and passed. 10.
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10. RurizeMuxT oF W. MoorE, MarsTeNaxnck Maw, kan Cancoan (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Waddell
moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House all papers in con.
" nection with the retirement of W. Moore from the position of maintenance man, near Careoar.
Question put and passed.

11. Mm}vuﬁ:nx Nerses Bran:—The Order of the Day baving been read,—Dr. Graham moved, That
this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued. '

Point of Order :—Mr. MeTaughlin drew attention to clause 7 of the Bill, and submitted that
the fees payable therennder were o tax, and that the Bill, which involved expenditure, should
have been introduced in a Committee of the Whole, preceded by a Message from the Governor,
Debate ensued.

Mr. Speaker ruled that the fees referred to, being optional, and restricted to those who pre-
sented themselves for examination, could not be regarded as a fax; and that there being no
provision in the Bill to appropriate any portion of the Consolidated Revenue no Message from
the Governor was required.

Debate continued. -

Question put,—That this Bill be now read a second time,

The House divided.

Aves, 48. . - Noes, 32.
Mr, Brunker, Mr. David Davis, Mr. Iassall,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Snith, Mr. Wright,
Mr. Lee, My, Edden, Mxr. Quinn,
Mr. Reid, Mr. Watson, Dr. Raoss,
Mr. Jossep, Mr. James I'liomson, Mr, Kidd,
Mr. Sprnson, Mer. Hughes, Mr? Perry,
Mjr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Dugald Thomsen, Mr. Richards,
Mr. Reymond, Mr. Leecs, My, Dight,
Mr. Hawthorne, Mr, Howarth, Mr. McLoughlin,
Mr. Cook, Mr. Spence, M. Donaldson,
Mr. Fegan, Mr. Macdonald, Mr, Levien,
Myr. Nelson, My, Morgan, Mr, O’'Sullivan,
Mr. McCourt, Mr. Cohen. Mr. Hurley,
Dr, Graham, Tell My Austin Chapman,
Mr., Garlund, eLlers, My, Henry Clarke,
Mr. McLean, Mr. Meagher, Mr. Wood,
Me. O'Conor, Mr. Wilks. My. Midler,
Mr. Parkes, Mr, ‘Uhowmne,
' Me. Haynes, Mr. Dacey,
Mz, Terry, Mr. E. M. Clark,
ALe. Cotton, Mz, Cann,
Mr. Sawers, Mr. Walkins,
Mr. Suttor, _Mr. Stevenson,
Mr. Ferris, Mr. Byrne,
Mr. Iaw, ¥Mr. Waddell,
Myr. Harris, Mr. Ross,
My. Phillips, Mr. Nicholeon,
Mr. Anderson, Mr. MeGowen,
Mr. Mackay, . Mr. Thomus Brown,
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Ashton.
Mr, Thomas Clarke,
My, Nobbs, : Tellers,
Mr. Axcher, Mr. Aflleck,
Mr. Moore.

And so it was regolved in the afirmative.

Bill read a second time,

On motion of Dr. Graham, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.

Mr. Speakerresumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported the Bill with amendments.

On motion of Dr. Graham, the report was adopted.

Ordered, that the Bill be read a third time To-morrow.

12, Broxux Hrimn Traprs Harn Si7r Bror:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. Cann
moved, That this Rill be now read a second #ime.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
On motion of Mr. Cann, Mr. Speaker. left the Chair, aud the House resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whele for the consideration of the Bill.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair ; and the Chairman reported the Bill without amendment.
On motion of Mr. Cann, the report was adopted.
Ordered, that the Bill be read a third time To.morrow,

13, AccesEp Prrsorxs Evinexce Biwn:—The Order of the Day having been read,—DMr. Mengher
moved, that this Bill be now read o second time.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
On motion of Mr. Meagher, Mr, Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a
. Committee of the Whole for the eonsideration of the Bill,
Mr, Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported the Bill with apy amendment,
On motion of Mr. Meagher, the report was adopted. o .
Ordered, that the 'Bi‘l_l Ne repd a third time Ty-morrow.
' - 14,



VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEM.’BLY. PR
20k September, 1898. C

14. ArracuMENT 0F WAGES AvoLrrioy Birn:—The Order of the Day havmg been rcad Mr. Watson,
for Mr. Arthur Griffith, moved, That this Bill be now read a second time. -
Debate ensued.

Question put. ' ‘ . R
The House divided. . : B : -
Avyes, 43, ‘ ‘ . Nocs, 4.
Mr. Cook, Mr. Low, Mr. Tames Thomson, - Mr. David Davis,
Mr. Conn, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Thomus Brown, Mr, Pyers.
Mr. Brunker, Mr, Nobbs, Mr, Steveonson, Tellers
Mr. Spruson, Mr. Wilks, Mr. Smith, ) | Lerd
Mr. Cohen, Mr. MeGowcen, Me. Reid, ' Mr. Hurley,
Mr, Lees, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hopue, Mr. Affleck. ‘
Mr. McCourt, Ale, Moore, Me. J. C. I Fitzpatrick, ) -
Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Quinn,
My, Spence, Mr, Lec, Mr. Benueid, .
Mr. Jesacp, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Fegan, :
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Herguson, Mr. O’Sullivan.
Mz, Garland, Mr. Millard, Paliors
Mr. Willis, Mr. Nicholson, T
Mr. Ashion, Mr. Dacoy, Mr. McLaughlin,
Mr. Levien, Mr. Watkins, Mr. Watson.

And so it was resolved in the aflirmative.

Bill read a second time.

On motion of Mr. Watson, Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself ihto a
Commitice of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.

Mcr. Bpeaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported the Bill with an amendment.
Ordered, that the adoption of the report stand an Order of the Day for To-morrow.

15, Travr Orrrox Binrn:—The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Mr. Dacey, Mr.
Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider
the expediency of bringing in a Bill to limit the hours of labour in certain trades or eccupations.
Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported that the (,ommltte(. kad come to a
resolation. |
Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, that the report be now received.

The Chairman then reported the resolution, which was read o first time, as follows :—

Resolved —That it is expedient to bring in a Bill to preseribe the ordinary hours of labour in
certain trades and oecupations, and to provide for payment for overtime.

~ On motion of Mr. Dacey, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.
16. AvsoursMest :—Mr, Brunker moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at seven minutes before Twelve o'vlock, until To-morrow at
Three o’clock.

F. W. WEBE, J. P. ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker,
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBILY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

WEDNESDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER, 1898.
1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

(JURSTIONS i

(1) Improvement Lease, Parish of Muondowey, Tamworth District :—Mr. Curroll, for Mr.
O’Sullivan, asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.) Does he intend to ratify the sale, under improvement lease, of block 222, parish of Mundowey,
Tamworth Land District ?
{2.) Does he intend to again snbmit to auetion, under improvement Iease, block 219, containing an
aren of 2,600 acres, parish of Mundowey, Tamworth Land Distriet ?
Mr. Carruthers answered, ’
(1.) No. T bave decided to re-offer at auction the lease of this block.
(2.) Not at present, but the matter cannot be dealt with until an application for a conditional
lease of o part of the land has been diaposed of.

(2.) Overtime in the Taxation Department:—Afr. Stevenson, for Mr. Perry, asked the Colomial
Preasurer,—
(L) How much overtime was paid in connection with the Taxation Department during the last
financial year ?
(2.) s it a fact that some three persons outside the Public Service Board have been called in to
undo the work for which overtime was paid during the past financial year ?
Mr. Reid answered,—
(1) £4,648 14s. 0d,

(2.) No.
(3.) Compositors Employed at the Government Printing Office:—Mr. Neild asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—

(1.) Is he aware that persons arriving from South and West Australia, and persons in the employ
of private printing offices in the ¢ity, are being employed in the Government Printing Office to
the exclusion of retrenched compositors ?

(2) Is he aware that, in August last, a compositor was brought down from Bathurst, and given
employment in the Government Printing Qffice ¥

(3.) Is ho aware that this compositor was discharged for incompetence, but was subsequently
reinatated by the direct personal intervention of the then Minister for Mines ?

(2) Will he give instructions that retrenched compositors shall have preference of employment in
the Government Printing Office ?

Mr. Reid answered,—

{1.) All vacancies are filled by ballot, which includes the names of previous employees who have
applied for ¢mployment,

(2.) This man was chosen by ballot from among about 130 applicants, and had been previously
employed in the office. ‘ ‘

«(8.) He was suspended and reported for being slow, but as he had given satisfaction previously,
and showed he had taken up work straight off, after travelling all night in the train, and was also
just recovering from influenzs, he was given another day’s trial. This proving satisfactory, he was
retained. The then Minister for Mines did not personally intervene.

{4.) The names of all retrenched compositors who apply for work arc ineluded in the list, and
balloted for as vacancies arise.

(4.) Proposed Railway to Walgett and Collarendabri:—Afr. Carroll, for Mr. Willis, asked the
Secretary for Publiec Works,—What steps (if any) is he taking to carry out the recommendations
of the Parliamentary Committee on Public Works with regard to the proposed railway to Walgett
and Collarendabri?

Mr. Brunker answered,—This matter is now under the consideration of the Department.

(5)

»
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(3.) Proposed Artesian Bore at Walgett:—BMr. Hassall, for Mr. Willis, asked the Secretary for
Mines,—
(1) What steps are being taken to fulfil the Deparémental promise to put down an artesian bore
at Walgett?
(2.) Is it not a fact that cxpert reports confirm the opinion that artesian water can be obtained at
a reasonable depth in the vicinity of Walgett?
(3.) If s0, will he see that the money is spent in giving the people o good supply of fresh water,
besides providing for an experimental agrieultural area being laid down ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—

(1.) A bore has already been put down at Euroka, near Walgett, which, it iz eonsidered, fulfils
any promise made. It is questionable whether the Grovernment would be justified in ineurring the
outlay in putting a bore down at Walgett in view of the faet that the town is situated at the
junetion of two rivers.

(2.) Yes,

(3.} 1f thosc who will benefit by the sinking of the bore will give the necessary guarantee under
the Artesian Wells Act, the matter will be favourably considered.

{G.) A{;{f{;siu.n Wells at Eurie Burie, near Walgett:—Mr. Carroll, for Mr. Willis, asked the Secretary
for Mines,—
(1) What steps are being taken in respect to the sinking for arlesian water, under the Artesian
‘Wellas Act, at Eurie Eurie, near Walgett?
(2.) Ts he aware that the Departmental delay is causing very severe hardships to the sefitlers ?
(8.) Will he, in view of the approaching dry summer, urge more expedition in the matter of .
smiing wells upder the Act? -

My, Brunker answered,—

(L.} The preliminary formalities are incomplete. The application was not properly signed, and
has to be returned for amendment.

(2.) The delay is not aifributable to the Department.

(3.) Every possible expedition will be used, but each easc must be dealt with in turn, and as a
considerable expenditure is invelved, no bore ean be ecommenced until the necessary documents
and safegnards are in order.

(7.) Drills of the Partially-paid Troops :-—Mr. Hassall, for Mr. Cruickshank, asked the Colontal
Secretary,-— ‘
(1) Is it a fact that last year the ordinary drills for partiatly-paid troops were snspended in order
that the troops might go into camp for continuons training on the money thus saved ?
(2.} If so, is he aware that the value of this eontinnous training was practically lost by reason of
a preat number of the men going into camp not sufficiently trained to derive the proper benefit
Trom tho ndvanced training for which these camps are aupposed tio be held ?
(3.) Is it proposed to again adopt this detrimental course this year; and have orders to this effect
]{een }’Pssued by the military authorities, or will the expenses of a camp be met from n separate
¥ ote ’
Mr. Brunker answered,—
(1) Yes; sugpended in part.
(2) Yes; lost to some extent.
(3.) This matter has not yet been considered, but at present the military authoritics are acting
on last year's Estimates ; and therefore on the same principle involved in Question 1.

(8.) Appointment of Mr. Coghlan as Auditor-General :—Mr. Piddington asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—Is it irue, as rumoured, that Mr, Coghlan is to be appointed Auditor-General ?

Mr. Reid answered,—TItwill be time enongh to consider the question of a successor to Mr. Rennie,
the Auditor-General, when that gentleman announces that he intends to retire from his postion.
T have not heard of any such determination on his part. .

(9.) Extension of the Railway into the City :—Mr. Piddington asked $he Colonial Treasurer,—

(1.) Has his attention been drawn to the report of an interview with the Chief Commissioner for
Railways, appearing in the Herald on 10th September, in which Mr. Oliver is reported to have
said, infer alia—" There is the daily increasing difficulty in working the Redfern terminus, and
‘“the repeated warnings of the Railway Commissioners on this subject should nof longer remain
“unrvecognised. Every day Redfern station is becoming more difficult to work, and I say
“ emphatically that relief is most urgently necded 7 ?

(2.) If a0, will he, for the safety of the travelling publie, submit to this House the recommendation
of the Publie Works Committee hereon ?

Mr. Reid answered,—This matter is complieated by the question of encroaching on ¥yde Park.
If a acheme avoiding that difheulty were available, T shounld give the malter iy most strenuous
attention. As it is, | will not take the responsibility of submitting n scheme taking the railway
through the whole length of the park to 8t. James’ Road. :

{10.} Imperial Non.commissioned Ofcers appointed Staff-colour Sergeant Instructors: — M. Hassall,
for Mr, J, C. L. Titzpatrick, asked the Colonial Sceretary,—
(1) Referring to the Imperial Non-commissioned Officers recently appointed staff-colour sergeant
inatructors—as these non-commissioned officers have been drawing second-class pay from date of
appointment, and for which staff-colour sergeant instructors locally appointed have to serve two
years,- will he, as head of the Military Forces, give the necessary instractions for staff-colour
sargeants who have joined locally to be placed on the same footing as those from England, by
being given the benefit of two yeara’ service, with nttendant advnntages ?
(2.} Will he see that in future that local staff-colour sergeants are promoted to fill such vacancies
as may oceur as far as posts are concerned which they are capable of filling ? Car
r.
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Mr. Brunker answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Major-General
Commianding the Military Forees :— '

(1.) The pay of the Linperial Non-commissioned Officers is as per agreement made with Agent.
General.

(2) The promefion of local Non-commissioned Qfficers rests with the Officer Commanding the
Yolunteer Force, in accordance with paragraph 55 of Volunteer Regulations.

(11.) Reported Suicide at the Sydney Hospital :—Mr. Hassall, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, asked
* the Celonial Secretary,—Has his attention been drawn to the roputed snicide of an officer at Sydney
Hospital, and to the statement which subscquently appeared in a metropolitan journal—and which
has as yet remained uncontradicted—to the effect that the shot which produced death later on
at the hospital was fired at a certain city hotel ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—Inquiries arc now being made through the police, but I am unable to
afford any information on this subject at the present time.

(12.) Fisheries Bill :—MMr. Hassall, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, asked the Colonial Secretary,~Ts it
intended to proceed with the Fisherice Bill during the present Session ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—A Bill will be introdaced as soon as practicable.

(13.) Libravies for Public Schools:—Mr. Hassall, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, asked the Minister
of Public Instruction,—
(1.} Is he aware that during the past six years nearly 209 school libraries have been cstablished
in the Lithgow and Dungog Districts, possessed of something approaching 18,000 volumes, the fands
to puy for which were raised by entertainments promoted by the teachers?
(2.) Willhe, at an early date, consider the advisability of departmentally encouraging the extension
of this system, so that every Public School in the Colony may have its own library, either by making
amonetary grant or by supplying a given number of volumes to ench, aneeording to the average
of attendance ?

Mr. Hogue answered,—

(1.} As there are only 167 schools in the districts named, including Public, Provisional, and Half-
time Schools, it is difficult to believe that thers are nearly 200 school libraries in those distriets.
(£.) Every encouragement ig given to the establishment of school libraries ; but hitherto it has not
been considered necessary to make a monetary grant in the direction mentioned. The subject,
however, is one that will be taken inta consideration. :

(14.) Rabbit Bill:—Mr. Iayes asked the Sceretary for Lands,—Is it Wis intention to introduce the
Rabbit Bill this Session ?

Mr. Carruthers answered,—Yes,

((15.) Report on the Finances of the Colony—Appointment of Mr, Coghlan as Auditor-General :—
Mr. Lyne asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(L) Has he obtained any additional or other report from the Anditor-Gieneral on the finances of
this Colony besides that already laid upon the Table of this Houre; if so, will le lay it upon the
Table without delay ?
(2.) Has he obfained any reports on the finances of the Colony from any experts outside the
Auditor-General's Offico ; if s0, will he lay them upon the Table of this House ?
(8.) Is there any intention on the part of the Government to appeint Mr. T. A. Coghlan,
Auditor-Gleneral ?
(%;) };;Ias the present Auditor-General been approached with a view to his retiroment from that
office ?
(5.) Has the Auditor-General lately protested against, or objected to, the payment by the
Grovernment of certain moneys authorised by the Mines and Agriculture Department from Loan
Account, which he eontended should not be 8o charged ?

Mr. Reid answered,—

(1) No. The Auditor-General sends his Annual Reports to the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly for presentation to the Legislative Assembly, There is provision in the Audit Act for
the Auditor-General to submit to the Legislative Assembly a special report regarding any matter
of an extraordinary character which may arise, but the necessity for such special report has not
arisen during the tenurg of office of the present Admninistration,

(2.} No.

(3.) Answered by reply to Quesiion No. 8 of this day.

{4.) Not Ly the Government.,

(5) T have no knowledge of any such protest.

(16.) Distribution of Daily Telegraph Newspaper by Postinasters in the Ilastings and Macleay
Electorate :—Mr. Liyne asked the Postmaster-General —
(1) Ts he aware that bundles of the special issue of the (Sydmey) Daily Telegraph of Thursday
last;, unwrapped and unaddressed, have been sent to the Postmasters in the Hastings and Macleay
Electorate, with a request to bave them distributed to the residents ?
(2.) By what authority were tho Postinasters so instructed ?
(3.) Does the Government approve of the services of public oflicials hieing utilised (or attempted
1o be utilised) for electioneering purposes and for distributing virulent falschoods circulated by
partisan newspapers ?
Mr. Parkes answered,—
(1 and 2.) I have ascertained that no irregularity whatever was ecommitted in connection with the
newspapers referred to,
(3.) This Question is certainly not in accordance with the rules which guide the proceedings of this
llouse, and T decline to answer it.

2,
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2. Pavkny — .
AMr. Hogue laid upon the Table,—Notifications of resumplions, under the Public Works Act of 1888,
of land, for Public Sehool Purposes, at Alexandria and Brookongia,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.
- Mr. Carruthers laid upon the Table,—

(L) Copy of Gazetie Notice, setting forth the mode in which it is proposed to deal with the
dedication of eertain lands, in accordameo with provisions of the 105th scetion of the Act 48
Victorin No.18, and the 7th section of the Act No. 8 of 1897,
(2.) Abstract of Crown Lands Reserved from Sale for the Preservation of Water Supply or other
Public Purposes, in accordance with the 10let, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 48 Vietorin
No. 18.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

3. Avpvasces To Sertrers Binn:—The following Message from His Exceﬂenc}"the (Governor was
delivered by Mr. Carruthers, and rend by Mr. Spesker :—

HAMPDEN, - Message No, 33.

Governor,

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 5ith section of the Constitution Act, the
Gavernor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making
provision to meet the requisite expenses in comnection with a Bill to enable the Government to
assist holders and occupants of certuin classes of lands by advaneing money to them on mortgage
at reasonable rates of interest; and for other purposes connected therewith,

Government House,

Sydney, 215t September, 1398,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

4. Laxps For Croser SerrneMerNt Bilrn:—The following Message from is Excellency the Governor
was delivered by Mr. Carruthers, and read by Mr. Speaker :—

HAMPDEN, Message No. 34.
Governor. '

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitntion Act, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite expenses in comnection with a Bill to authorise the pur-
chage, acquisition, and resutnption of land for the purpeses of closer settlement, and to regulate
the disposal thereof ; to authorise the making of provisional agreements in respect of the same;
ta enable the funds to be provided for the above purposes by the issue of debentures and other-
wise ; and for other purposes,

Government House,
Sydney, 215t September, 1898,

Ordercd to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Rill.

5. Mipwrrgrt Nurses Brin (Formal Order of the Day), on motion of Dr. Graham, read a third {ime,
and passed.
Dr. Graham then moved, That the Title of the Bill be “ An Act fo promote the betier {raining of
women as midwifery nurses, and for their registration as sueh.”
Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be carried to the Legislative Couneil with the following Message :—

Mn. PrestDENT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled « dn Aet to promote the
befter training of women as midwifery nurses, and for their registration ns suck,”—presents the same
to the Legislative Council for its concurrence.
Lrgislative Assembly Clamber,

Sydney, 21st September, 1898, .
6. Brorrx Hivt Tripnzs Hato Stxe B (Formal Order of fhe Day), on motion of Mr. Cann,

read a third time, and possed.

Mr. Cann then moved, That the Title of the Bill be * An Adef to vest certain land afi Broken
il in frustees on {rust for the crection of a Brades Hall”

Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the Bill be carried to the Legislative Council with the following Messare :—

Mr. PrzsipExrT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ An Adet fo vest certain
« land at Broken Hill in frustecs en trust for the erection of o T'rades Hall)'—presents the same
to the Legislative Council for its concurrence,
Legislutive Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 21t September, 1898,

7. AwxprEw Crarx’s CoxprrioNarn Porcnase, Kocrizertoo, Bourke (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Gormly
moved, pursuant to Netice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House all letters and
papers having reference to Andrew Clark’s eonditional purchase No. 83-50, of 1,920 acres,
converted into conditional lease No. 4,236, parish of Koekibertoo, county of Bourke.

Question put and passed.
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8. Rossivinre-Kensore Asvyrusm (Formal Aotion) :—DMr. E. M. Clark moved, pursuant to Notice,

10.

1L

12,

13.

14,

That there be laid upon the Table of this Ilouse all papers and documents relating fo the
competition of the destgns for the Rossiville-Kenmore Asylum, together with the printed conditions
of same, signed by the competitors; also the reports of the Government Architect, Inspeetor-
Greneral of Insane, and Mr. Horbury Hunt, on the designs submitted, together with their adjudica-
tion and awards; also papers and report from C. . Howell, Esq., of London on the three first
premiated designs sent to England, and submitted to him, with names attached, and relative
positions as placed by Mr. Howell; also ns to any moneys paid in connection therewith to Sulman
and Power, or any other firms,

Question put and passed.

Ixprcunt ApveErTisEMENTS Brin (Formal Motion) :—

(1.} Dr.Graham moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given {o Dbring in u Bill to suppress
indecent advertisements.
Question put and passed.

(2.3 Dr. Graham then presented a Bill, intituled ¢ A Bill to suppress indecent adveriizsements,”’—
which was read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read n seccond time on Tuesday, 1st November.

Moxtnry RETURSS oF Accivests (Formal Mofion) :—Mr. Smith moved, pursuant to Notiee, That
there be laid upon the Table of this House monthly returns showing the number of accidents,
fatal and non-fatal, and the cause thercof~—(x) upon vesscls belonging to New South Wales
(&) upon vessels belonging to other countries whilst within the jurisdiction of New South Wales ;
{¢) on wharfs, wool stores, faciories, workshops, mines, quarries, buildings in course of erection,
and on railways.

Question put and passed.

Coxvicrions vypEr PrBric HesrnrH axp ADULTERATION Acts (Formal Motion) :—Dr. Ross
moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Fable of this Houso a return showing,—
(1.} The number of convictions that have taken place since the Public Health and Food and
Liquor Adulteration Acts came into operation.

(2.) The nature of such convictions, and where they occurred.

(3.) The stcps taken by the Government for the purpose of detecting and suppressing food frauds
and the evils arizing from food and liquor adulterations.

(4.) The number of samples of food and liquor, alleged to be adulterated, submitted to the
Government, Analyst for analysis since the Aet came Into operation,

(5.} The articles (if any) submitted and analysed; what they consisted of; and by whom they
were submitted for analysis,

Question put and passed,

Porcuase ann Imrowrtariory or Srock vy riue GoversMest (Formal Motion) -—Dr. ERoss, for
Mr. Suttor, moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House all
letters, papers minutes, correspondence, &c., respecting the purchase and importaticn of the cattle
and pigs reccatly landed or expected to arrive from England or Europe.

Question put and passed.

Trape Orrron Binn:—Mr. Dacey, pursuant to leave granted on 20th September, 1898, presented
a Bill, iotituled “ .4 Bill o preseribe the ordinary hours of labour in cerfain {rades and
oceupations, and to provide for payment jor overtime,’—which was read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 15th November.

Avstratasta¥ FEDERATION :—The Order of the Day having Leen read for the resumption of the
adjourned Debate, on the motion of Br. Reid, “That, in view of the nearly equally divided vote
“ of the elcctors of New South Wales, on the 8rd Juue last, upon the question of the acecptance
‘“ or rejection of the Bill framed by the Convention constituted under the Federal Enabling Acts,
“and the fact that the statutory number of votes in its favour was not recorded, and in view
* of the conclusion, confirmed by the results of the recent General Rlection, that the Bill is not
““ aceeptable to the electors of this Colony in its present shape, although the electors have made
“ it clear that they are strongly in favour of union with the sister Colonies, upon lines which can
* be mutually accepted as fair and just to all, this House * affirms’ :—

“ (1) Its desire that steps should be talken without delay in conjunction with the other Colonics
‘ to bring about the completion of federal union,
“ (2.) Its desirc that the other Colonies should ngree to reconsider those provisions of the Bill
* most generally objocted to in New South Wales, namely :—
“ (@) Representnfion in the Senate—
“ concerning which 1his House desires to submit for the consideration of the other
‘ Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority at & joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
“should decide ; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by a provision for a
“ National Referenduin.
“ (&Y Dhe STth Clause, known as the Braddon Olaiuse—
“ econcerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
* that; this Clause should be removed from the Bill.
“(e) The Capital of the Commenwealih—
* concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
¢ that Clause 124 should be amended, and provision inade in the Bill for the establishment
“of the Federal Capital jn such place within the boundaries of New Soyth Wales as the
“ LFederal Partiament way delermine, " ’
: 13 {(3’)
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“(d) The Boundarics of States—
* goneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
“ that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State
“without ite own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by clause 127, as to the
‘“representation of Statos.

“(e) Inland Rivers— ’
“ ¢oneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
 that the use of land rivers for purposes of water cemservation and irrigation should
“ be more clearly safeguarded.

“(f) Money Bills—
“ goneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that there should be a uniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that provided in
* the case of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Commonwaealth.

“{g) Judicial Appeals from States—
“ coneerning which this Fouse desircs to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
¢ that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
¢ namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
“ ag at present, indiseriminately to either.

“ (8.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and
“just footing—to accept the Jinancial system embodied in the Bill, with the one exception
* mentioned, this Ilouse earnestly invites tnurther inquiry into, and o more thoreugh consideration
“ of, the financial clauses, reparding as evils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of taxation,
“ a prolonged system of book-keeping, mncertainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided,
“ and uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.”

And the Question heing ngain proposed,—

The House restined the said adjourned Debate.

Mr. Hogue moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out, the word * affirms,” line 9, and
inserting the words * do now resolve itself intoa Committeo of the Whole o consider the following
resolutions :—1This Iouse affirms ’,—instead thereof. ‘

Question proposed.—That the word proposed to be left out stand part of the Question.

Pebate continued. .
Question,—That the word praposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and negatived.
Question,—That the words propesed to be inserted in pince of the word left out be so inserted,—
put and passed. ' :
Question then,—That, in view of the nearly équally divided vole of the eleciors of New South
Wales, on the 8rd June last, upon the question of the acceptance or rejection of the Bill framed
by the Convention constituted under the Federal Enabling Acts, and the fact that the
statutory number of votes in its favour iwas not recorded, and in view of the conclusion, confirmed
by the results of ithe recent Genernl Election, that the Bill is not acceptable to the clectors of
this Colony in ifs present shape, although the electors have made it elear that they are strongly «
in favour of union with the sister Colonics, npon lines which can be mutually accepted as fair
and just to all, this House do now resolve itself into & Cowmmittee of the Whole to consider the
following resolutions :—

This House affirins,— .

(1.) Its desire that steps shonld be taken without delay in conjunction with the other Colonies to
bring about the completion of federal nnion.

(2.) Tts desire that the other Colonies should agree to reconsider those provisions of the Bill most
generatly objected to in New South Wales, namely :—

(&) Representation in the Senute—
concerning which this 1louse desires to submit for the consideration of the other
Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted npon, the provisions for o three-fifths
majority at & joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
should decide ; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by a provisien for o
National Referendum.

(b) The 87th Clause, known as the Braddon Olanse-- -
coneerning which this Fonse desives to aubmit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
that this Clause should be removed from the Biil.

{c) The Capital of the Commonwenlth—
eoncerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
that Clause 124 should he amended, and provision made in 1he Bill for the establishment
of the Federal Capital in such place within the bonndaries of New South Wales as the
Federal Parliament may determine.

(&) The Boundaries of Stales-
concerning which this Ilouse desires to submit for the consideration of tho other Colomies,
that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of o State
without its own eonsent —namely, by the protection afforded by Clause 127, as to the
representation of States.

(e) Inlend Rivers—
concerning which this Touse desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation should
be more clearly safeguarded. .

{(f) Money Bills~—
coneerning which this Flouse desives to submit for the conaideration of the other Colonies,
that there should be a uniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that provided in
the ease of Taxation Bills gnd Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Commonwealth.

()
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(g) Judicial Appeals from States—
concerning which this Houee derires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,

namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, o to the High Court, but not
as at present, indiscriminately to either.

(3.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and
just footing—to accept the financial systom embodied in the Bill, with the one exception
mentioned, this House earnestly invites further inquiry into, and a more thorough consideration
of, the financial clauses, regarding as evils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of taxation,
a prolonged system of book-keeping, uncertainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided,
and uncertainty as to the method o% distributing it among the States.

—put and passed.

Whereupon, on motion of Mr, Brunker, Mr. Speaker left the Chair; and the House resolved itzelf
into a Committee of the Whole accordingly.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; aod the Chairman reported progress, and obtained leave to sit
again To-morrow. -

85, Disrress ror Rent Resteicrion BipL:—Mr. Speaker reported the following Message from the
Legislative Couneil :—
Mr. SPEAKER,—

The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ An Act to amend the
law relating to Distress for Rent,"—presents the same to the Legislative Assembly for its

concurrence.
Legislative Council Chamber. JOHN LACKEY,
Sydney, 21at September, 1808. President.

Bill, on motion of Mr. Cohen, read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 4th October.

16, Antourxuest:—Mr. Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn.
' Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at two minutes after Fleven o'clock, until To-morrow at
Three o'clock.

F. W. WEBB, J. P, ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislative dssembly. Speaker.

.
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i

THURSDAT, 22 SEPTEMBER, 189S.

There being only fifteen Members present, exclusive of Mr. Speaker, namely,—DMr. Brunker, Mr.
E. M. Clark, Mr, Thomas Clarke, Mr. Dick, Mr. Dight, Mr. Fegan, Mr. McCourt, Mr. Molesworth,
Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Parkes, Mr. Perry, Mr. Reid, Dr. Ross, Mr. Waddell, and Mr. Willis,—

Mr. Speaker adjourned the House, at half-past Three o'clock, until Puesday next at Throe o’clock.

F. W. WEBB, J. P. ABBROIT,
: Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. . Speaker.
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TUESDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER, 1398.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournmént. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

.
QUESTIONS :—

(1.} Selections in the Mudgee District :—Mr. Perry, for Mr. Richards, asked the Secretary for
Lands,— .
(1.) Is it a fact that mauy selections in the Mudgee District have been applied for over six months,
and not vet measured ?
(2.) Will he cause inquiry to be made, and, if as stated, will he have an additional surveyor sent
to the distriet to facilitate the measuring in arrears, so that selectors may be enabled to get into
oceupation ?

Mr, Carruthers answered,—

(1.} Four conditienal purchases and two leases; applied for more than six months ago at Mudgee,
were not measured within that period.

(2.) The Distriet Surveyor reports that two of these areas bave now been measured, and that the
surveyor will have them all completed and ready for the Board meeting on the 5th November next,

{2.) Vaccination of Sheep against Anthrax:.—Mr. 0'Sulliven, for Dr. Ross, asked the Secretary for
Mines,— _ '
(1) Isit a fact that one Mr. W, H. Consell, of Avoca Run, has lately had 18,000 sheep belonging
to the rum vaccinated against anthrax ?
(2.) Was the vaccination of the sheep carried on under the auspices of any officer of the Depart-
ment, or with the authority of the Government ; if so, by whom ? .
(3.) Is there any truth in the report that the whole of the sheep in the Coonamble District are
likely, at an early date, to be treated in a similar manner ; if 8o, by whose authority is this whole-
sale system of vaccination of sheep against anthrax being carried out P
(4.) Has he any information to show that sheep that have been vaccinated for anthrax, and
subsequently killed, and the carcases offered as food for sale, have had any injurious effcet upon
public bealth?
8.5.) \Vpill he obtain a report on the matter from the Board of ealth or Government Medical

MHeer

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1,2, and 3.} Nothing is known of this matter by the Department, as there is no necessity for
owners to obtain the sanction of the Government to vaccinate against anthrax.

(4.) As a great many sheep have heen vaceinated, it is very probable that some of the carcases of
those which were vaceinated have been offered as food ; but no information has been received that
the careases of such sheep have had any injurious effect on the public health.

(5.} The attention of the Board of Health will be called to these Questions.

(3.) Proposed Railway to Brewarrina :—Mr, Hassall, for Mr. Willis, asked the Secretary for Public
Works,—
(1.) What steps (if any) are being taken to carry out the repeated promises of diffcrent Govern-
menty o give rallway communication to the peop{;a of Brewarrina? - .
(2.) If he hag avy doubt as to the proposed railway paying, will he give the people of the district
an opportunity of building it amongst themselves as a private line ? M
‘Mr,
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Mr. Young answered,—The Parhiamentary Standing Committee on Public Works reported, on
22nd June, that the proposed railway from Byrock to-Brewarrina should he carried out, provided
thati it be made legally binding upon the Crown lessees in the district scrved by the railway to pay,
until the railway shall become self-supporting, ove faxthing per acre rent additional to their
present or ordinary assessment, such additional rent to be credited to the Railway Commissioners ;
and the further consideration of the question will shortly he undertaken.

(4.) Report of Government Astronomer on alleged Weather Cycle :—Mr. O'Sullivan, for Dr. Koss,
asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Will he obtain 2 report from the Government Astronomer, Mr. Russeli, for the benefit of the
general public, farmers and graziers in particular, in teference to his opinion of the alleged
nineteen years weather cycle, and whether the weather cycle is likely to affect the present season,
an:d whether the eycle during the present season will be a favourable or unfavourable one ?
(2.) Will he also geb a report as to whether the weather cycle applied to the years 1897 and 1868,
or to what vears the cycle dees apply, and when it begins and ends ?

Mr. Brunker anawered, —As it is impossible to obiain this information at such shert notice, will
the Honorable Member be good enough to move for it in the form of a return.

(5.) Superintendent of Metropolitan Fire Brigades:—Mr. Hassall, for Mr. Mackay, asked the
Colonial Secretary,— <
(1.) For what length of Hme has the Superintendent of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades been
under suspension ¥
(2.) Has 1t been decided to reinstate the present Superintendent; if not, has the advisability of
making o fresh appointment been under consideration ?
(8.) In the event of such appointment having been defermined upon, when is it to be gnzetted ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—Mr, Bear has resigned his position as Superintendent of the Metropolitan
Fire Brigades.

{(6.) Holidays in the Public Service :—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Ts it o fact that the permaneut officers of the Public Service are paid for all halidays ?
(2.) Is it a fact that the temporary officers.of the Public Service are anly paid for eertain holidays;
and, if go, on what days?
(8.) Why is any such distinction made in regard to the temporary and permanent officers of the
Serviee ?
(4) Ts it not a fact that many officers who are classed by the Public Service Board as temporary
officers have been for many years employed contimuously in the Service ?
(5.) Was any concession of pay made to the temporary officers in connection with holidays for the
Federal elections ? .
{6.) Have any applications been received for a similar concession for the late polling-day ; and, if
refused, where is the distinction between that holiday and those of the Federal clections ?

Ar. Reid answered,—These Questions involve the necessity of referring to all the Public Depart-
ments, Tt will take some little time to do this and to prepare the information, which I suggest
should be moved for in the form of a relurn.

(7.) Naval Brigade Force :—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Colonial Secretary,—Referring to the
Questions of Mr. E. M. Clark, on the 20th September, with reference to the signing of pay-sheets
by the members of the Naval Brigade Force, will he ses that, in future, the pay.-sheets are so
arranged that, instead of the men signing for the receipt of the full monthly pay, they shall be
only asked to sign for the amount actually received by them, as suggested by Quession No. 5, not
answered by him on the date referred to above ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—1 am informed by the Captain Commanding the Naval Forces that the
details alluded to, which really refer to the internal cconomy of the local Naval Forces, are left to
the Officer Commanding, who states that the majority of the men are porfectly satisfied with the
present arrangements. There is no looseness in the eystem of audit. The Auditor-General
receives an acquittance for the amouns paid by the Government, and » Committee under the super-
vision of the Captain Commanding deal with the Fines Account, which is used for the benefit of
the Corps and in compensating men who retire after long service, &c.

9. ExTrNsioN or THE Rarnway ixto tnr Crry oF Syoyey--Mr. Molesworth presented s Petition
from certain citizens of Sydney and Suburbs, seiting forth that the present railway terminus is
wholly inadequate for the large and inereasing trafic, so much so as to be a continuous source of
danger to the passengers ; that the Railway Commissioners have pointed out this danger; that two
Royal Commissions and the Public Works Committee have inquired into the best methods for
extending the railway into the City; that, after full considerntion of the various routes and
schemes, the extension by what is known as the St. James’ Road Scheme was recommended ; and
praying that immediate steps be taken to give effect to this recommendation by providing the
necessary legislative authority for earrying out such extension.

Petition received.

3. ParErs :— .

Mr. Cook Iaid upou the Table,—Report of the Court of Investigation on the Dudley Colliery
Exl_)losion.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Brunker laid upon the Table,— Return to an Order, made on 25th August, 1898,— Management
¢ of the Cooma Hogpital.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,

4, Prirrise CoMmrrTee :—Mr. Hayes brought up the Third Report from the 'Printing Committee.
' 5.
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5. Crowx Lawps Brun :—The following Message from His Excellency the Grovernor was delivered by
Mr. Carruthers, and read by Mr. Speaker:—

HAMPDEN, Message No. 35.

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions confained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act
the Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of
making provision to meet the requisite espenses in connection with a Bill to provide for the
determination of the capital value of conditional purchases and conditional leases by appraisement;
to provide for the reappraisement of the rents of conditionalleases ; to better regulate applications
for land ; and in certain respects to amend the Crown Lands Acts.

Government House,
Sydney, 22nd September, 1898,

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Bill.

6. Prerrscire Vore o¥ Liguor Trarrrc :—DMr. Arthur Grifith moved, pursuant to Notice, That, in
the opinion of this House, a Plebiscite vote should forthwith be taken to ascertain the desire of
the people of New South Wales on the question of opening licensed houses for the sale of liquor
“ on Sundays.” :

Pebate ensued.
Mr. Affleck moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out the words * on Sundays.”

Point of Order :—Mr. Rose took exception to the proposed amendment on the ground that it
altered the original scope of the motion.
Mz. Speaker ruled that the amendment was in order.

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question.

Debate continued.

Question,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and negatived.
Question then put,—That, in the opinion of this Hlouse, a plebiscite vote should forthwith be taken
to ascertain the desire of the people of New South Wales on the question of opening licensed
houses for the sale of liquor.

The House divided.

Avyes, 25, Noes, 53.

Mr. Cook, Mr. Suttor, Mr. 8mith,

Mr. McCourt, Dr. Ross, Mr. Hawtliorne,
Mr, Jessep, Mr. 8pruson, Mr. Molesworth,
Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Cohen,

Mr. Thomns Brown, Mr. W. W. Duvis, Mr. Stevenson,
Mr. McGowen, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Storey,

Mr., Wilks, Mcr. Young, Mr. Byrne,

Mr. Arthur Griffith, Mr. Wright, ‘Mr. Hayes,

Mr. Watkins, Mr. David Davis, My, Richards,
My, Spence, Mr. Dight, My, Ghllies,

AMr. Cotton, Mr. Brunker, Mr. Meagher,
Mr. Holmao, Me. FitzGerald, M. Millard,
Mr. Ateck, Mr. Henry Clarke, Mr. Parkes,

Mr. Thomas Clarke, Mr. Perry, Mer, Carruthers,
Mr, Macdonald, AMr. Hossall, Mr. Archer,
Mr, McLean, Mr. Gormly, Mr. Moore,

Mr. Edden, Mr. Bornes, Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick,
My Lees, Mr. Hurley, Mr. Price,

Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Ferris, Mr, Terry,

Mr. Morgan, Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr. Levien,

Mpr. Nicholson, Mr., Alexander Campbell,Mr, Hughes,
Mr, O'Coneor, Mr. Quinm, Mbr. Haynes,
My, Rose. Mr. Dor:jaldson, Mr. Dacey.
" Mr. Thomas, Mr. Rigg, Mr, Goodwin,
Mr. Fegan. Mr. Sawers, Mr. Guarland.

Mr. Lee,

And-so0 1t passed in the negative.

7. AL{?NMENT oF Crow’s Nestr Roap, Norrm Sypyey:—Mr. B, M. Clark moved, pursuant to
Notice,— .
(1.) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the conflicting opinions
existing between the Lands Department and the Lands Titles Office in respect of the boundaries
of eertain [ands taken by the Government when aligning Crow’'s Nest Road, North Sydney, and
the claims of certnin persons in respect thereto.
(2.) That such Commitiee consist of Mr. Brunker, Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Moors,
Mr, Waddell, Mr. Whiddon, Mr. McLean, Mr. Chanter, Mr. Haynes, and the Mover.
Debate ensued.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

8. Roxarties Cuaraen oN Timzzr Licenses :—Mr. Price moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(1.) That, in the opinion of this House, the excessive royalties charged in connection with timber
licenses is prejudicial to the industry, and that such “ royalties shonld be reduced.”
(2.) That the above resclution be communicated by Address to His Excelleney the Governor.
Debate ensued, ’
Mr, Edden moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out the words “royalties shonld be
“reduced ” and inserting the words “industry should in future be carried out absolutely under
“ State eontrol,” mstead thereof.

Question
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Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question.
Debate continued.
Question,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and negatived.
Question put,—That the words propesed fo be inserted in place of the worde left out be
80 inserted.

The House divided.
Ayes, 38.

Mer.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ar.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Reid,

Coolk,

Hogue,
Brunker,

Lee,

Young,

Affleck,
Carruthers,
Arthur Griflith,
Neild,

Cohen,
McLean,

Law,

‘Watkins,
Thomas Brown,
Macdonald,

Mr. Holman,

Mr.
Mr.

Ferguson,
Haynes,

Mr. Snuth,
And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Question

then put,—

Br. Watson,

Mr. Nicholson,

My, McGowen,

Mr, Edden,

Mr. James Thomson,
Mr. Cann,

Mr. Millard,

Mr. Harris,

Mr. Anderson,

Mr. J. 0. L. Fitzpatrick,
Mr. Whiddon,

Mr, Archer,

Mr. Hawthorze,

My, Fepan,

Mr, Parkes,

Mr. Dacey.

Tellers,

Mr. Garland,
My, Morgan.

: Noes, 26,

Mr. Rose, Mr. Molesworth,
Dr. Ross, Mr. Cotton,

B, Henry Clarke, Mr. Gormly,
Mr, Dight, Mr. Stevenson,
Mr. Wilson

Mr. Sawcrs,, Tellers,

Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Price,

Mr. Spruson, Bir. O’'Sullivan.
Mr. Chanter,
Mr. Carroll,

MMr. Donaldson,
Mr. Lyne,

Mr, Hurley,

My Pyers,

Mr, McFarlane,
Mr. Wood,

Mr. David Davis,
Mr. Bennett,
Mr. Meagher,
Mr. Moore,

(1.) That, in the opinion of this House, the excessive roynlties charged in connection with timber
licenses is prejudicial to the industry, and that such indusiry should in future be carried out
absolutely under State control.
(2.} That the above resolution be communicated by Address o His Excellency the Governor. .

The House divided.

Ayes, 35

My, Cook,

Mr

. Hogue,

Mr. Brunket,

Mr.
M
Mr
Mr

. Lee,

. Young,

. Affleck,

. Arthur Griffith,

Mr. Garlend,

Mr
Mr

. Morgan,
. Fegan,

Mr. Archer,

Mr
Mr
Mr

Mr.

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

. Whiddon, .

. Reid,

. Cohen,

Law,

. Watkins,

. Thomas Brown,
. Wilks,

. Holiean,

Mr. Ferguson,

Mr. Smith,

Mr. Watson,

Mr. Nicholson,

Mr., MeGowen,

Mr. Edden,

My, James Thomson,
Mzy. Cann,

Mr. Millard,

Mr, Harris,

Mr. Anderson,

Mr, J, C. L. Fitzpatrick,
Mr. Dacey,

Mr. Haynes.

Tellers,

Mr. Hawthorne,
Mr. McLean.

And 5o it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 25.
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Molesworth,
Dr. Ross, Mr. Cotton,
Mr. Henry Clarke, Mr. Gormly,
Mr. See, Mr. Steventon.

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. McIaughlin, Tetlers,
Mcr. Spruson, Mr. Bawers,
Mr. Price, Mr. Dight.

Mr. Chanter,
Mr. Carroll,
Mr, Donaldson,
Mr. Lyne,

Mr. Pyers,

Mr. Wood,

Mr. Dovid Davis,
Mr, Bennett,
Mr. Meagher,
My, Moore, -
Mr, Macdonald,

9, ApsouvrxMENT:—Mr. Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.

" The House adjourned accordingly, at twenty-eight minutes after Eleven o’clock, until To-morrow at
Three o'clock,

F, W. WEEB,

Qlerk of the Legislative Assembly.

J. P. ABBOTT,
Speaker.
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1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair,

Dratn oF e Hoxoranie TroMas Joserr Byrwes, PrEMIER 0F QUERENSLAXD :(—Mr. Reid said
that it was with feelings of deep regret that he had to announce to the House the death of the
Honorable Thomas Joseph Byrnes, Premier of Queensland. He was sure that he should voice the
feelings of every Member of this House when he said that the House deeply sympathised with
those who were related to the deceased Premier, in their irreparable loss. The House also felt the
same deep sympathy and sorrow at the loss which the Colony of Queensland had sustained in the
death of so young, so gifted, and so promising an Australian statesman, in whose death the whole
continent had sulfered a heavy loss.

Mr. Lyne supported the words which had fallen from the Prime Minister in reference to the death
of Mr. Byroes, and staied that the Opposition echoed every word he had uttered.

2, PRIVILEGE—NEWSPAPER ARTICLES :—Mr. Neild drew attention to a leading article in the Sydney
Aorning Herald of 22nd instant, and also a leading article in the Maitland Daily Mercury of 15th
instant, and requested that certain marked portions should be read by the Clerk.

Whereupon the Clerk, by direction of Mr. Speaker, read the portions referred to, as follows :—

The Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, 22nd September, 1398 —It 1a not necessary to add another
word to what has been said in condemmation of the action of the Minister for Works in connection
with this election, more especially as it must be dealt with presently in Parliament ; but there is
no room for question that the powers of his office have been unfairly used to influence votes in
favour of Mr. Barton’s opponent. They have been dragged into the contest in sueh a way as to raise
a grave eonstitutional question, affecting not only the purity of administration, butthose very rights
which, in this instance, the interference of Mr. Young was alleged to favour. Thatis to say, the issue
put by the Minister before this particular electorate i3 morally fantamount to one as to whether
1ts voters rested their claims to cxpenditure of public money on the just requirements of their roads
and bridges and harbour works, or whether they were prepared to zet the justice of their claims
on one side, and recognise the contrary principle involved in the degree of persomal pressure or
influence that could be brought to bear on the Minister. The Minister for Works has in effect
put Mr. Smith forward as a suitor for Ministerinl favours, whose applications would receive excep-
tionally favourable consideration. Such a proposition has only to be enunciated to stand self-
condemned by every Parlinmentary instinct and every canon of constitutional proeedure.

The Maitland Daily Bercury, Thursday, 15th Sepiember, 1893.—~What have we? Open and
flaring bribery of the constituencies in anticipation of the late General Election, malversation of
the funds of the country by indefensible charges to Loan Account, and ihis crowning enormity,
this criminal interference with the free choice of o body of electors that a powerful enemy may
be kept out and a servile supporter brought in.

Mr. Neild then moved,—
(1.) That in view of the ckarges and imputations made in the estracts réad by the Clerk, from the

Sydney Morning Herald of the 22nd istant, and the Meitlond Mercury of the 15th instant,
accusing the Honorable J. H. Young, Secretary for Public Works and a Member of this House,
of an abuse of the powers of his office, in ovder to influence votes during a recent election for a

Mewber to represent the electorate of Tho Hastings and Macleay, and accusing him of a criminal
interference



90

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
28tk Seplember, 1898,

interference in sueh election :—This House is of opinien that these charges and imputations should
be forthwith inquired into, and that a *Sclect Committee” be appointed for the purpose of such
“inquiry,” and to report to this House, '
(2.) That such Committes consist of Mr. Terry, Mr. Harris, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Edden, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Waddell, Mr. McLean, Mr. Sleath, Mr. Sawers, and the Mover.

Debate ensued.

Point of Order :—Mr. Crick submitted that this matter could only be treated as a matter of
privilege with the pleasure of the House.

Debate ensued,

Mr. Speaker ruled that the motion was properly before the House.

Mr, Ferguson moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out the words  Select Committee,”
paragraph (1), and inserting the words “ Royal Commission,” instead thereof.

Juestion proposed,—That the words proposed te be left out stand part of the Question.

Debate continued.

Question,—That the werds proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and negatived.
Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be inserted in place of the words left out be so0
Inserted.

Debate continued.

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,—
THURSDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER, 1898, s

Question,—That the words proposed to be inserted in place of the words left out be so inseried,—
putb and passed.

Question, as amended, then proposed. .

Mr. Dacey moved, That the Question be further amended by leaving out all the words after the
word “inquiry * to the end of the Question.

Question,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,—put and negatived.
Question, as further amended, proposed,
Debate continued.

‘Question then put,—That in view of tho charges and imputations made in the extracts, read by
the Clerk, from the Sydney Morning Herald, of the 22nd instant, and the Maitland Mercury of
the 15th instant, accusing the Honoratle J. I, Young, Secretary for Public Works and a Member
of this House, of an abuse of the powers of his oflice, in order to influence votes during a recent
election for a Member to represent the elcctorate of The Hastings and Macleay, and accusing him
of a eriminal interference n such election:—This House is of opinton that these charges and
imputations should be forthwith inquired into, and that a Royal Commission be appointed for the
purpose of such inquiry.

The House divided.

Ayes, 54. Noes, 4.
‘Mr. Brunker, 3r. Archer, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Hawthorue,
Mr. Lee, ‘Mr. Rigg, Mr. E. M. Clark, My, Sleath,
Mr. Hegue, My, Harris, Mr._Miller, Tollers
Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Parkes,. e
Mr. Reid, Mr. Watkins, Mr. Millard, Mr. Henry Chapman,
Mr. McGowen, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Cann, Mr. Fegan,
Mr. James Thomson,  Mr. Phillips, Mr. Law,
Mr, Dick, * Mr. Howarth, Mr. Watson,
Mr. Thomas, Mr, Affleck, Mr. Edden,
My, Loes, Mr, Nobbs, Mr. Wilks,
Mr. Anderson, Mr, McLean, Mr. Thomas Brown,
Mr. Whiddon, Mr, Spruson, Mr. Gillies,
Mr. Cook, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Dacey,
My, Jossep, Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. S8tevenzon.
My, Ferguson, Mr. Macdonald, Tellers
Mr. Neild, Mr. Meagher, ehtersy
Mr. Smith, - AMr. Holman, Mr. Arthur Grifith,
Mr, Thomas Clarke, Mr. Haymes, AMr. Garland.
‘Mz, Ross, Mr. Moore,

And so it was resolved in the aflirmative.

3. QuEsTIONS :m
(1.) Appeals under the Land Tax Aect:—Alr. Austin Ohapman, for Mr. David Davis, asked the

Secratary for Lands,—Will lie lay upon the Table of this House a return showing,—
(1.} How many land assessment appeals were set down for hearing at the Court of Inquiry held
at Nowra on 13th May and subsequent days ?
(2.} How many were heard by the Judge?
(8.) How many were withdrawn on being seitled out of Court ?
{4.) The total amount of the tax appealed against ?
{5.) The total amount that the tax was reduced to ?
(6.) The whole cost to the Commissioners in connection with the appeals, including the Judge's
salary and other expenses? |
(7.) The salary per day the Government Valuator received whilst attending the Court of Review,
.and the salary he receives regolarly while in the employ of the Commissioners ?
M.
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Mr, Reid answered,—The information required is as follows:—

(1.} Eighty-five.

(2.) Twenty-one.

(8.} Sixtv-four.

(4.) £797 9s. 11d.

(5.) £691 17s. 4d.

(6.) Approximately £160. _ _

{7.) The Government District Valuator is paid at the rate of £300 perannum. No extraallowance
was made him whilst attending the Court of Review at Nowra. :

{2.) Timber License Fees :—Mr. Austin Chapman, for Dr. Ross, asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1) Isit a fact that persons and families residing in the interior {especially those in large centres
of population) have to pay a license fee before they can remove dead timber from Crown lands for
firewood ?

(2.) What is the amount of fees charged for removing dead wood 23 fireweod ? )

(8.) Is it the intention of the Government to abolish or modify the system of removing dead
timber, which, as a tax, falls very heavily and harshly upon poor families, especially during winter
months of the year?

Mr. Carruthers answercd,—No license fec is charged except where wood is collected for the.
purpose of sale.

(8.} Discases amongst Stock:— M. Austin Chapman, for Dr. Ross, asked the Sccretary for Mines,—
Will he see that some steps are taken to have the outbreak of tuberculosis, pleurs, and other
diseases amongst stock localised in accordance with the nature of the soil, vegefation, or climatic
influences, &e., so that the spread of disease amongst stock throughout the Colony may be
reduced as far as possible ? :

- Mz, Cook answered,—1t iz quite impracticable to localise tuberculosis and pleuro-pneumonia, as
there is ne part of the Colony in which these diseases have not at one time or other been met with.

(4.) Telephone Extension to Bathurst :—Mr., Lees asked the Postmnster-Genéml,—thn-t towns en
route does he propose to serve with the telephone that is now being extended to Bathurst ?

Mr. Parkes answered,-—No decision has vet been arrived at, but the matter is now under con-
gideration, and in the courre of a few weeks the desired information will be supplied.

(5.) Proposed Rauilway or Tramway from Liverpool to Mulgoa :—DMr. Lees asked the Secretary for
Public Works,—
(1.) What is the position of the matter of a proposed light line of rail or tramway from Liverpool
to Mulgoa ?
(2.) Will he submit the question to the Public Works Committee this Session ?

Mr. Young nnswered,—

(1.} A survey has been made.

(2.) Consideration will be given to this proposal when the railway policy of the Government is.
under aftention.

(6.) Tuberculosis, Cancer, &ec., amongst Stock :—Mr. Austin Chapman, for Dr. Ross, asked the
Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) s the Stock Department in a position to aceount for the increasing prevalence of late years
of tuberculosis, cancer, &c., amongst stock, and diseased unwholesome ment ?
(2.) What steps (if any) are being taken for the suppression or eradication of these diseases ?
(8.) Is the inereasing prevalence of these diseases the resnlt of the deterioration of our indigenous
nafive grasses and pasture shrubs ; or are there any means of ascertaining how these diseases are-
being propagated and becoming so prevalent of late years to what they were in the carly days of
settlement ?

Mr. Cook answered,— :

(1) It is doubted whether there is an increase of tuberculosis and eaneer, but these diseases have:
been attracting more atfention through the steps which have of late been falken to control and
eradicate them.

{2.) Several Acts are administered by the Board of Healih, which have been passed for the
suppression and cradieation of these diseases. _

(8.) Anything such as the deterioration of the pastures, which lowers the stamina of the stock,
would naturally render them more susceptible to disease. It is held by some that tuberenlosis.
and, perhaps, cancer arc propagated by contagion, but, as already stated, it -is not certain that
these diseases are more prevalent than in early days.

{(7.) F¥ree Iiducation:—DMr. Molesworth asked the Minister for Public Instruetion,—
(1) Is it a fact, as stated on page 63 of the Report of the Minister of Public Instruction for the
year 1897, that © Free cducation was granted to 812,000 pupils as against 28420 free scholars
upon the returns for 1896 7 i
(2.) If so, will he state if there were any special causes for this Iarge increase of free scholars,
and what were they P
{3.) What Eroportion does this number of 312,000 free scholars bear to the gross enrolment of
pupils for the year 1897 7

Mr. Hogue anawered,—
(1.) No. Thisis a clerical error. The number should be 81,200.
(2 and 3.) Anpswered by Na. 1. '

@8)
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(8.) Case of Kirchener ». Kirchener:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1) Has his attention been drawn to a statement made by the respondent in the Kirehener divorce
suit to the offect that she was some time since assaulted at her own home by ‘2 high official” of
the Justice Department ?

(2.) In justice to the officers of his Department, and in order that the general public may not
labour under an erroneous impression regarding this matter, will he cause the identity of the
“ high official”' referred to, to be made known?

Mr. Lee answered,—

(1) No.

(2.) I am not prepared to take any action to aseeriain the name of the official referred to, nor does
there appear to be any necessity for such a conrse.

{9.) Uniformsfor Members of Rifle Clubs:—Mr. J. C. L. Titzpatrick asked the Coleninl Secretary,—
Is it proposed that the cost of uniforms for members of rifle clubs in this Coleny shall be paid for
by the State?

Mr. Brunker answered,—Uniforms for efficient reservists will be provided by the Government.

(10.) Stray Dogs:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick asked the Colonial Secretary,—Will he instruet the
Police to see that ownerless dogs which infest the city’s streets, and which, by reason of the
diseases by which they ave affected, are a menace to public health, are destroyed ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—7This matter will receive attention.

Exrexsiox o THE Rarzway mzro e Ciry oF Syo¥EY:—Mr, Chanter presented o Petition from
certain citizens of Sydney and residents of New South Wales, stating that, while Petitioners
approve of the extension of the railway aystem of the Colony further into the City, they have the
strongest objection to the occupation of any portion of Hyde Park for such purposcs, and praying
that the Housc will not assent to any proposal having that effect.

Petition received.

5. EXTENsION OF THE Rairway 1xto THE Crry or Syoyey :—Mr. Archer presented a Petition from

certain citizens of Sydney and Suburbs, setting forth that the present railway terminus is wholly
inadequate for the large and increasing traflic, so much so as to be a continuous source of danger
to the passengers ; that the Railway Commissioners have pointed out this danger; that two Royal
Commigsions and the Public Works Committeo liave inquired into the best methods for extending
" the railway into the City; that, after full consideration of the various routes and schemes, the
extension by what is known as the St. James’ Rond Scheme was recommended ; and praying that
immediate steps be taken to give effect to this recommendation by providing the necessary legis-
lative anthority for earrying out such extension.
Petition reccived.

6. Noxr® Smore Briper Brinn:—Mr. Neild presented n Petition from Benjamin Crispin Simpson, of

7.

Sydney, Member of the Institute of Civil Engineers, prayving for leave to bring in a Bill to
authorise Benjamin Crispin Simpson, of Sydney, in the Colony of New South Wales, Member of
the Institute of Civil Engineers, his executors, administrators, and assigns, to construct a bridge
and approaches thereto between the south and north shores of Port Jackson, the said bridge and
approaches to commence at a point in Prinees-strect, in the city of Sydney, not more than one
hundred feet south of the northern end of that street; thence to Dawes’ Point; thence crossing
the waters of Port Jackson to McMahon's Point, North Sydoey ; thence to and terminating at a
point in Blue’s Point Hoad, in the Borough of North Sydney, about onme hupdred fees north
of the junetion of that road with East Creseent-street; to authorise the building over and diversion
of streets or roads; to authorise the appropriation or use of certain lands required for or in
connection with the carrying out of the said work ; to make provision for compensating the
owners of and others interested in such lands; to authorise the imposition of tolis en persons
using the said bridge; to authorise the construction by the Goveroment of a tramway over the
said bridge and approaches; to confer powers for the making and enforcement of by-laws; and
for all other purposes which may be incidental therebo.

And Mr. Ncild having produced the Government (azetle, and the Sydney Morning Herald, the
Daily Telegraph, snd The North Shore and Manly Times newspapers, containing the notices required
by the 396th Standing Order,— ,

Petition recetved.

Crowx Laxps Bron:—Mr. Carruthers moved, pursuant to Notice, That this House will, on its
next sitting day, resolve itself into a Committec of the Whole to consider the expediency of
bringing in a Bill to provide for the determination of the capital value of conditional purchases
and conditional leases by appraisement; to provide for the reappraisement of the rents of
conditional lenses ; to better regulaie applications for land; and in certain respects to amend the
Crown Lands Acts.

Question put and passed,

8. ADVANCES To SETTLEEs By :—Mr. Carruthers moved, pursuant to Notice, That this Touse will,

on its next sitting day, resolve itself inte a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency
of bringing in a Bill to enable the Government to assist holders and occupants of certain classes
of lands by advancing money to them on mortgage at reasonable rates of interest ; and for other
purpose connected therewith.

Question put and passed.

Tlie House adjourned, at twelve minutes before One o'clock a.m., until Three o'clock p.m. This Day.

F. W. WEEB, J. P. ABBOTT,

4

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. ‘ Speaker.
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The Honse met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Spealker took the Chair,

FErrcrorats oF THE Hastrvas axp Tuk Macreay :—-Mr. Speaker informed the House that, upon the
passing of the resolution of the 7th September, 1898, declaring the seat of I'rancis Clarke, Eaquire,
vacant, he had issued a 'Writ for the election of a Member to serve in the room of Mr. Clarke,
and that sucli Writ had been duly returned, with a Certificate endorsed thereon by the Returning
Officer of the eicetion of Fdmund Barton, Esquire, to serve as Member for the Electoral District
of The Hastings and The Macleay.

. MexBER Swory :—Edmund Barton, Esquire, having taken and subseribed the Oath of Allegiance,

and signed the Roll of the House, took his seat as Member for the Electoral District of The Hastings
and The Macleay. -

QUESTIONS :—

(1) Police Constable at Norfolk Island :—DMr. Jessep asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1) What was the date of the appointment of Michael Colling as police constable at Novfolk
1sland ?
(2.) What qualifications did he possess for the appointnent ; by whom was he recommended ?
(8.) What was the date when he entercd the Police Service of New South Wales ?

Mr. Carruthers answered,—
(1) 2nd October, 1897.
(2 and 3.) Michael Collins served in the army for some years, and is described in his certificates as
a smart-soldier, thoroughly trustworthy, hardworking, amenable to discipline, and of exemplary
character. He also bears an excellent character from the Prisons Department in which he served
as a special warder.
{2.) Proposed Road from Nundle to Quirindi:—Mr. Levien asked the Secretary for Lands,— )
(L.} When will the survey be completed for the proposed new road from Nandle to Quirindi, via
‘Wallabadah ?
(2.) When does ke propose to resume the land through the Pecl River Company's Estate for the
above purpose ? -
(3.} What is the cause of delay in the completion of thiy much-needed road ?

Mr. Carruthers answered,—
(1.) The survey has just been made.
(2 and 8.) The plan has not been received from the District Surveyor, who will be asked fo trangmit

it ns so6n as possible, and, on receipt thercof, action towards resuming the land- required for the
road will &t once bo commenced. :

(3.) Ausiralian Agricultural Company :—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) Is he awnre that, according to the~balance-sheet of the Australinn Agricultural Company for
the year 1897, they had a net revenue of £63,730, and that they divided amongst the shareholders

of the company £53,159, or 26s. per share, bemg 4s. per share more than paid to the sharcholders
in 18967
(2
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{2.) Has the said company paid income tax on the amount stated above for 1897 ; if not, how
much were they taxed on? .
(3.) Has the laund tax for 1897 due by that company been paid ; if so, what was the amount ?

Mr. Reid answered,—The Commissioners are not at liberty tc disclose $ha information asked fox.

(4.) Tinber and Forestry Leases, Port Stephens District:—Mr, F. M. Clark, for Mr. Anderson,
asked the Secretary for Lands,-~Ts there any foundation for the statements appearing in the
Australian Star, of the 26th September instant, to the effect that concessions in the form of
timber or forestry leases in the Port Stephens district have been granted by the Lands Department
to H. J. Withers, or any other persons ?

Mr. Carruthers answered—None whatever. Mr. Withers did apply for an improvement lease of
certain timber land in the County of Grloucester, but before a report conld be obtained from the
District Surveyor, he withdrew his application on the 26th instant. He alloged as his reason for
withdrawing hiz application that Mr. Justin McSweeney (the author of the statements in the
‘Australion Star) had alleged that he (McSweeney) had already secured the only outlet from the
forest lands applied for. :

4. Erecrrox oF MeusEn ror Tup Hasrives awp Tue MacLeay :—DMr. Dight presented a Petition
from certain residents of the Singleton Electorate, referring to the recent election for The
Hastings and The Macleay, complainring of the action of the Honorable J. H. Young and the
Right Honorable G H. Reid ou that cecasion, and praying the House to take such measures as it
may deem proper to afford relief.

Petition received.

5. ImpmovEMENT LEask, Forest Laxps, Porr Srrvaess :-Mr. Bennett presented a Petition from
Justin McSweeney, of Syduey, timber merchant and gencral contractor, representing that he owns
certain gaw-mills and landed property in the District of Port Stephens; that be has been informed
that an applicatiou has been wade for, and it is the intention of the Minister for Lands to grant,
ap improvement lease of a very large area of forest lands in Port Stephens District, giving the
exclusive right to cut and remove all timber thereon for twenty-one years; that such eoncession,
if granted, would be an injnry to the Petitioner and to the local settlers; and praying the House
to definitely ascertain whether such concession is to bo granted, and that it express its disapproval
of sueh eourse, or grant a Helect Committee o fully inquire into and report upon the surrounding
cireumnstances, and meanwhile that it prevent the granting of such concession.

Petition received.

6. Papers:—Mr. Reid laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Regulations respecting the Public Service Tender Board, under the Public Service Act of 1895,
{2.) Amended Regulations respecting the subjects of Examination for Teachers and Pupil Teachers,
under the Public Service Act of 1.895.
(3.) Statement of Payments made from the Treasurer’s Advance Account during August, 1898,
(4.) By-laws of the Mumnicipal District of Broken Hill, under the Public Health Act, 1896,
(5.) Notification of resumption, uoder the Public Works Act of 1888, of land, at Duri, Great
Northern Railway, for improving the Siding Accommodatios.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committec.

7. Puiszive Coaurrrer :—>Mr. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the Fourth Report from the Printing
Committee.

The Deputy-Speaker having taken the Chair at My, Speaker’s request :—

8. Dissest Frox Mu. Seraxer’s Runive—No Quoruym:—3r. Sleath moved, pursuant to Notice,
That, in the opinion of this House, the action of Mr. Speaker on Thursday, 22nd September, in
declaring the House adjourned before 330 pam., on account of no guorum being present, is
deserving of the severest censure.

The Deputy Speaker directing Mr. Sleath's attention to the time limit prescribed in Standing
Order No. 161,—
Loint of Order :—Mr. Price submitted that this molion did not deal with a ruling given by the
Speaker, but rather with his actien, and, therefore, it did not.come under the operation of
Standing Order No, 161, which restricted debate. . )
Debate ensuned.
Mr. Deputy Speaker stated that, in his opinion, the decision of Mr. Speaker, that there was
no quorumn, was a ruling within the meaning of the Standing Order.

Tebate ensued.
Question put and negatived.

Ay, Speaker resumed the Chair.

9. AnjourvmEsT:—Mr. Speaker stated that he had received from the Hemorable Member for
Wilcannia, Mr, Sleath, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that he desired to move the
adjournment of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgont public importance, viz—" The
“ delay in removing the snage from the Darling River.”

And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honorsble
Members,~-

Mr, Sleath moved, That this House do now adjourn,
Debate ensued. ‘

ucstion put. )
? P The
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The House divided.

Arves, 25, Noes. 50. .

My, Ferris, Tall Mr. Hogue, Mr. Archibald Campbeli,
My, Lyne, TS, Mr, Cook, Mr. Howarth,
Mr. Quinn, . Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. Phillips,
Mr. T'rice, Mr. Wood. Mr. Fegan, Mr. Spence,
Mr. Suttor, Mr. Lee, Mr. Spruson,
Mr. Chanter, Mr. Dick, Mr. Watson,
Mr. Perry, Mr. Brunker, Mr, Nicholeon,
Mr. Dight, Mr. Jessep, Mr. MeLeon,
Mr. Barton, My, Morgan, Mr. Meagher,
Mr, Sawers, Mr. Henry Chiapman,  Mr. Wilks,
Mr. Crick, Mr. Thomns, Mr. Ferguson,
Mr. David Davis, Mr. Watkins, Mr, Rigg,
Mr. O'Conor, Mr. Garlond, Mr. Hurris,
Mr. Cruickshunk, Mr. Miller, Mr, Archer,
My, O’Sullivan, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Cotton,
Mr. Byrne, - M. Anderson, Mr. Millard,
Mr. Barnes, Mr, Gillies, Mr, Macdonsld,
Mr. Mackay, Myr. J. C. L. Fitzputrick, Mr. Tames Thomson,
Mr, Hurley, Mr. Thomes Brown, Mr. Moore,
My, McLaughlin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mc¢Qourt,
Mr. Pyers, Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Holman,
Mr. Carroll, . Mr. Reid, Mr, Whiddon.
Mr, Nelson. Mr. Dugald Thomson,,

Mr. Art{fmr Grifiith, ’ Tellers,

Mr. Lo, Mr, Lees,

Mr. Nobbs, Dr. Grabam.

And so it passed in the negative.

10. AvSTRATASIAY FEDERa110¥ :—The Order of the Day having been read, Mr. Speaker left the Chair,
and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to further cemsider the following
resolntions :—

“ This House aflirms,—
“ (1.) Ite desire that steps should be taken without delay in conjunction with the other Colonies
‘ to bring abount the completion of federal union. '
“(2.) Its desive that the other Colonies should agree to reconsidcr those provisions of the Bill
“ most generally objected to in New South Wales, namely :—
“ (a) Representation in the Senate—
“ gonecerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other
* Colonies, that, if equal representation be Inststed upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority at a joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
*“ ghonld decide; or that the provision for a joiut sitting be replaced by a provision for a
“ National Referendum,
“ (B) The 87th Clause, Lnown as the Braddon Clause—
¢ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
" that this Clause should be removed from the Bill.
“ (o) The Capital of the Commonwealth—
* eoncerningwhich this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that Clanse 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
“ of the Federal Capital in such place within the boundaries of New South 'Wales as the
* Federal Parliament may determine,
“ (d) The Boundaries of States— ‘
“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State
‘“ without its own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by Clause 127, as to the
“ representation of States.
“ (&) Inland Rivers— .
‘“ coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
 that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation should
* be more clearly safeguarded.
“(f) Money Bills—
“ coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that there should be a uniform practice inrespeet to such Bills, namely, that provided in
“ the case of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Commonwealth.
“A(g) Judicial Appeals from States— ‘
‘ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
‘ that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
“ namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Couneil, or to the High Court, but not
“ s ab present, indiscriminately to either.
 (3.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and
“ just footing—to accept the financial system embodied in the Bill, with the one exeception
“ mentioned, this House earnesily invites further inquiry into, and a more thorough consideration
“ of, the financial clauses, regarding as evils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of taxation,
“ a prolonged system of book-keeping, uncertainty as to the amounst of the surplus to be divided,
‘ and uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.”

And the Committee continuing to sit til after Midnight,—
FRIDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER, 1898, a0,

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair; and the Chairman reported progress, and obtained leave to sit
again on Thuraday next. 11.
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1i, Cerown Lawps Bron:—

(1) The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Speaker left the
Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency
of bringing in a Bill to provide for the determination of the capital value of conditional purchases
and conditional leases by appraisement ; to provide for the reappraisement of the rents of con-
ditional leases; to better regulate applications for land; and in certain respeets to amend the
Crown Lands Acts.

Mr. Speaker rcsumed the Chair ; and the Chairman reported that the Committee had come to a

Tesolution.

Ordered, on motion of the Chairman, That the report be now received.

The Chairman then reported the rosolution, which was read a first time, as follows:—
Resolved—That it is expedient to bring in a Bill to provide for the determination of the capital
value of conditional purchases and conditional leases by appraisement ; to provide for the re-
appraisement of the rents of conditional leases; to better regulate applications for land; and
in certain respects to amend the Crown Lands Acts.

On motion of Mr. Carruthers, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

(2.) Mr. Carruthers then presented a Bill, intitoled A Bill to provide for the delermination of the
eapital value of conditional purchases and conditional leases by appraisement; lo provide for the
reappraisement of the vents of condilional leases; 1o better regulate applications for land ; and in
cerlain respects to amend the Orown Lends Aets,”—which was read a first time.

Ordered to be ‘printed, and read a second time on Wednesday nest.

12. ApjoursMENT :—Mr. Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at twenty-seven minutes after Five o'clock am., until Tuesday
next at Three o'clock,

¥, W. WEBB, J. P. ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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TUESDAY, 4 OCTORER, 1895,
1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

QUESTIONS : —

(1.) Raibway Revenue—Illawarra and Belmore Lines :—Mr. Watson asked the Colonial Treasurer,-—
(1) What was the income during the past financial year from the Sydney-Hurstville section of the
Tlawarza railway line, and the expenditure for the same period ?

(2.) What was the income during the past financial year from the Sydney-Belmore section, and
the expenditure for the same period ?

(3.) What was the income during the past financial year from the Hurstville-Nowra section, and
the expenditure for the same period ? ’

Mr. Reid answered,—The information is not kept separately as asked for. 1t would take some
time o prepare it, but this could be done if it is still desired and is moved for in the usual way.
Information is already published in the Railway Reports as to the profit and loss on the sections
Sydney to Kiama, Kiama to Nowra, and Sydenham to Belmore.

(2.) Wharfage Rates and Tonnage Dues Act:—2Mr. Nobbs, for Mr. Havnes, asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—Will he cause to be laid upon the Table of this House all papers and reports between
the Treasury Deparbment and the Public Wharfs Office during 1895 in regard to the reduction of
lonnage dues by certain vessels, under the Wharfage Rates and Tonnage Dues Act, which have
been alrendy maved for?

Mr. Reid answered,—The papera in econnection with the reduction of tonnago dues made in the
case of the ship “Yallaroi,” which are understood to be what are required, were laid upon the
Table on 28th June last, in compliance with the Order of this House.

(3.) Allora Spring Wheat :—Mr. Perry, for Mr. Austin Chapman, asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1) In reference to a paragraph in the Awsirelien Agriculturist, of the 3rd August, under
Huwkesbury College Notes, stating that a fairly large area of Allora Spring Wheat has been put
in this season, as this variety is cspecially valuable for Iate sowing, and the June rains retarded
the work of getting in the seed,—has the Government continued the cultivation of this wheat ?
(2.) Did a well-known baker in Sydney report that this wheat was unfit for milling—that the flour

* it produced was very inferior, dark in colour, and weak ?

(8.) Did a wheat-grower at Scone cultivate this wheat, procured from the Department of
Agriculture, and on the Sydney baker's report determine not to sell it, although he had orders for
the whole crop?

(¢.) Did the introducer of this wheat from California discourage its growth ?

{5.) 1id Dr. Cobb, without reservation, discourage the growth of it but for Iate sowing ?

(6.) How many acres of this wheat has the Grovermment under cultivation, and what use do they
intend to make of the expected crop ?

Ar. Brunker answered, —

(1.) Yes. This variety being a quick grower it is expeeted it will prove valuable to the Richmond
district, where rust is prevalent. :

(2.) In June last the Department had 100 bushels of this wheat tested by:one of the leading
Sydney millers, who reported :—* I consider Allora Spring wheat a good milling variety for mixing
purposes. I had the flour tried by several bakers, who all pronounced the flour from the plump,
grain very good.”

(8.) Yes; in 1897 he reported he had sent a sample of the flour to a Sydney baker, who stated it
was a weak, very dark, and inferior flour. The Department is not aware whether the grower sold
the remainder of his crop or not.

(4=.)) %}ot so far as is known by the Departnent.

(5. 0.

(6.) One hundred and sixty acres. The use to be made of the erop will depend entirely upen the
564501, 2,
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2.

Lri

/.

Errcriox Perrrrox (Albury) :—Mr. Brunker, by command, 1aid upon the Table an Election Petition
which had been addressed to His Excellency the Governor from Richard Thomas Ball, of Strath-
field, alleging that Petitioner and Thomas Hunter Griffith were candidates for the Electoral
Distriet of Albury; that the votes cast were declared to bhe—for Thomas Hunter Griffith 834
votes, for Petitioner 795 votes, and informal 29 votes; that Thomas Hunter Griflith was duly
declared elected and has taken his seat ; that before and at the election Thomas Hunter Grifith
was guilty of using undue influence upon and of intimidating electors; that since the election
Thomas Hunter Griffith has been guilty of using undue influence upon and of intimidating electors
on account of their having voied for Petitioner, or having refrained from voting for him; and
praying that it may be declared that the said Thomas Hunter Griflith iz not entitled to serve in
the Assembly for the Electoral District of Albury, and that he is by law incapable of being elected
or sitting as a Member for any District until the pext General Election, and that Petitioner is
entitled to tuke his sent and serve as Member for the Tilectoral District of Albury.

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Brunker, that the Petition be referred to the Committec of Elections
and Qualifications,

Morr's Dock axn Exerveerive Covpany (Limrren) Brnn:—Mr. Wilks presented a Petition from
Mort's Dock and Enginecring Company, prayiog for leave to bring in a Bill to enable Mort’s Dock
and Engincering Company (Limited) to close portions of certain streets at Mort Bay in the
Borough of Balinain, being a portion of College-siveet and the north-east end of Mort.sireet, and
to entablish a new street in lien thereof; and for other purposes connected therewith.

And Mr. Wilke having produced the Gowernment Gazefte, and the Sydney Morning Herald, the
Daily Telegraph, and Balmain Observer, newspapers, containing the notices required by the 396th
Standing Order,— ‘

Petition received.

Drseasep AxNiaars axp Mrar Biot :—Mr. Edden presented a Petition from certain inhabitants of
New South Wales, butchers, and stock-buyers of the Northern District, praying the House to pass
inte law the Diseased Animals and Meat Bill.

Petition reccived.

Orana oF 8anMUuEL axp Mary Leymox :—Dr. Ross, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and
laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and HEvidence taken before, the Select Com-
mittee for whose consideration and report this subject was referred on 30th August, 1898.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Noure Swone Brivee Birny (Formal Motion) :—

(1.) Mr. Neild moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to authorise
Benjamin Crispin Simpson, of Sydney, in the Colony of New South Wales, Member of the Institu-
tion of Civil Engineers, his executors, administrators, and assigns, to construet a bridge and
approaches thereto” between the south and north shores of Port Jackson, the said bridge and
approaches to commence at a point in Princes-street, in the eity of Sydney, not mere than
one hundred feet south of the northern end of that street; thence to Dawes' Point; thence
crossing the waters of Port Jackson to McMahon's Point, North Sydney; thence to and
terminating at a point in Blue’s Point Road, in the Borough of North Sydney, about one hundred
feet north of the junction of that road with East Crescent-street; io authorise the building
over and diversion of streets or roads; to authorise the appropriation or use of certain lands
required for or in connection with the earrying out of the said work; to make provision for
compensating the owners of and others interested in such lands; to anthorise the imposition of
tolls on persons using the said bridge; to authorise the construction by the Government of a
tramway over the said bridge and approaches ; to confer powers for the making and enforcement
of by-laws ; and for all other purposes which may be incidental thersto.

Question put and passed.

{2.) Myr. Neild having presented this Bill, and produced a certificate of the payment of the sum of
Twenty-five pounds to the credit of the Consolidated Revenue TFund of the Colony, Bill, intituled
“ A Bill to authorise Benjamin Crispin Stmpson, of Sydney, in ihe Colony of New South Wales,
Member of the Institution of Oivil Engineers, his exccutors, administrators, and assigns, to construct a
bridge and approaches thereto between the south and north shores of Port Juckson, the said bridge and
approaches to commence at a point in Princes-strect, in the city of Sydney, not more than one
hundred feet south of the northern end of that street; fhence to Dawes’ Poini; thence crossing
the waters of Port Jackson to MeMahon's Point, Novth Sydney; thence fo and terminafing
at a point in Blue's Point Road, in the Borough of North Sydney, about one hundred feet north
of the junction of that road with East Crescent-street ; to authorise the building over and diversion
of streets or roads; to authorise the appropriation or use of certain lands required for or in
connection with the carrying out of the said work ; fo make provision for compensating the owners
of and others interested in such lands; lo authorise the imposition of folls on persons using the
said bridge; to authorise the construction by the Government of a tramway over the said bridge and
approaches ; 1o confer powers for the making and enforcement of by-laws; and for all other pur-
poses which may be incidental thereto,”—read a first time.

EarpankaEst a1 Kgnso (Fermal Motion) :—Mr. Suttor moved, pursusnt to Notice, That there be
laid upon the Table of this House all papers, letters, minutes, and other documents relating to
the embankment at Kelso, now being construeted by the Tublic Works Department.

Question put and passed.
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8. Roaps SurerINTENDENT AND Roaps Ofrice, Tusmsarvysa (Formel Motion) :—Mr. Perry moved,

pursuant to Notice, —That there be laid upon the Table of this House,—

(1.) All papers, reports, &c., in connection with complaints about the Roads Superintendent at
Tumbaruemba.

(2.) All papers, reports, &c., in connection with the dispute respecting the Roads Office at
Tuwmbarumba.

Question put and passed.

9. Exrrovees 18 Pusric Works DrparTMEST wor ox Punvic Service ILasr (Formal Motion) :—

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

Mr. MceGowen moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upen the Table of this House a
return showing,—

(1) The names of al! employees at present in the Public Works Department, whether professional
or clerical, permanent or temporary, whose names do not appear on the Public Service List, and
whase salaries or wages are not included in the ordinary salaries vote, with date of appointment.
(2.) The salaries and allowances being paid to each, and the Vote to which same is charged,

(3.) The particular branch of the Works Departiment under which each man serves, where located,
and the capacity in which engaged, whether as a Divisional, Supervising, or other Engineers, Clerk
of Works, Burveyor, Serveyor's Assistant, Draftsman, Ordinary Clerk in office, Inspector,
Timelkeeper, Roads’ Superintendent, or Resident Ronds’ Engineer, Assistant to Roads’ Superin-
tendent, or Clerk in Roads’ Office; also, the temporary or “casmal employees” performing the
duties pertaining to any of the above offices.

Question put and passed.

Oxsrur Leases (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Anderson moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid
upon the Table of this House,—
(1.) All reports of the Inapectors of Fisheries on the state of W. 5. Ongley’s oyater leases at Pitt-
water, and as to the quantity of young oysters on the leases; also as to the adaptability or other-
wise of the foreshores for the purpose of laying and cultivating oysters.
(2.) A return showing—(r) the number of oyster lessees at the present time, with the areas each
lessee holds; (b) the number of yards each lessee holds, with the yearly rental of each lease,
(¢) also the numbers of each and every lense, with the names of all holders of oyster leases, and
the names of all rivers on which such oyster leases are granted; (@) also the number and names.
of lessees who owe rent on leases they previcusly held, and who have been granted fresh leases,
Question put and passed.

BEarry Crostye Bron (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Wilks moved, pursuant to Notice, That this House:
will, on Tnesday mext, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency of
bringing in a Bill for the supervision and regulation of shops, and for the limitation of the hours
of trading and working therein, and for other purposes.

Question put and passed.

Arrnications For OrsTER LEases, MaxnNixa River, ny MEssrs, OxerEr avp Marswatt (Formal
AMotion) :—Mr. Meagher moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this
House all papers, documents, communications, objections, reports, either by the loeal police, oyster
lessces, or residents, also reports or memorands by the Fisheries Commissioners, in respect to
cortain applieations for oyster lenses on the Manning River, made by William Savage Ongley,
J. H. Ongley, W. 8. Ongley, and George Marshall.

Question put and passed.

Posreowenenrs :—The following Orders of the Day postponed :—
(1.) Mining Laws Amendment Bill, second reading ;—until Tuesday, 18th October.
(2.) Distress for Rent Restriction Bill, second reading ;——-until Tuesday, 1st November,

Accusrp PersoNs BvinexcE Biny :—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. Mearher moved,
That this Bill be now read a third time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and, on motion of Mr. Meagher, passed.
Mr. Meagher then moved, That the Title of the Bill be ©“ An det to amend the Oriminal Law and
Buidence Amendment Act in relation to accused persons giving evidence on their awn behalf.
Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Bill be carried to the Legislative Council with. the following Message :—

M=n. PrESIDENT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ An Adet to amend the
Criminal Law and Eyvidence Amendment Act in relation to accused persons giving cvidence on their
own bekalf,” —presents the same to the Legislative Council for its concurrence.

Legislative dssembly Chamber,
Sydney, 4th October, 1898,

15, Arracmmest oF Waers Aporirion Brin:—The Order of the Day having been read -for the

adoption of the report from the Committee of the Whole on this Bill, —Mr. Arthur Griffith moved,
That the report be now adopted. : : '
Debate ensued.

Question put,

The
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The House divided.

. Ayes, 53. Noes, 18.
Mr. Brunker, Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. Willis, Dr. Roes,
Mr, Garland, Mr. McCourt, Mr. Kidd, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr. Reid, Mr. Macdonald, Mpr. Ferguson, Mr. Aftleck,
Mr. Cook, Mr, Phillips, Mr. Smith, Mr. E. M, Clark,
Mr. Fegan, Mr. Nobbs, Mr. Cotton, Mzr. Suttor,
Mr. Dacey, Mr. Archer, Mr. Bpence, Mr. Pyers,
Mr, Young, Mr. Harris, Mr, Watkins, Mr, Reymond,
Mr. Lee, Mr. Rigg, . Mz, Watson, Mr. Nelson,
Mr, Wright, Mr. Ross, ., Mr, Price, Mr. Hurler,
Mr. Haynes, Mr, Cann, Mr. Dight, Mr. Barnes,
Mcr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Edden, Mr. Ferris. Mr. Henry Clarke,
Mr. Jessep, Mr. Nicholson, Tellers Mr, McFariane,
Mr. Parkes, Mr. Quinn, T Mr. Stevenszon,
Mr. Lees, Mr. O'Sulliran, Mr. Holman, Mr. Wood,
Mr. O'Conor, ,Mr. Waddell, Mr, Arthur Griffith. Mr, Spruson,
Mr. Terry, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Darid Davis,
Mr. Meagher, Mr, McGowen,
Mr. Andegzrsan, My, Thomas Brown, Tellers,
Mr. Henry Chopmar,  Mr, Moore, Mr. Mackay,
Mr. McLaughlin, 3Mr. Piddington, Mr. Perry,

Auvd 8o it was resolved in the affirmative,
Ordered, that the Bill be read a third time To-morrow,

16. Muwtcreatities Acr or 1867 Axewprye Brin:—The Order of the Day having been read,—

Mr. J. C. L. TFitzpatrick moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Point of Order :—Mr. Perry pointed out that according to the title of this Bill it was proposed
to amend the Municipalities Act of 1867, which huad been wholly repealed.
Debate ensued.
Mr, Speaker sustained the objection, and said the Bill was out of Order.
On motion of Mr. Fitzpatrick, the Order of the Day was discharged.
Ordered, That the Bill be withdrawn,

17. PostroneMEXTS :~~The following Orders of the Day postponed :—

(1.) Garnishee (Wages Protection) Bill; recond rending ;—until To-morrow.
(2.) Discased Animals and Meat Bill; second reading ;—until Tuesday, 1st November.

18. Incrosep Laxps ProTEcTION AcT AMENDMENT By :—Mr. Dight moved, pursuant to Notice, That

leave be given to bringin a Bill to amend the Inclosed Landa Protection Act, 18 Yic. No. 27, by
repealing section 6 and substituting other provisions in lieu, thereof.
Question pué and passed.

19. Case oF Wmrrax Creswelk:—Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick moved, pursuant to Notice,—

(L.} That a Select Committee be appointed, with power to send for persons and papers, to inquire into
and report upon the case of William Creswell, at present an inmate of the Parramatts Lunatic Asylum,
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Brunker, Mr. Haynes, Mx. Dacey, Mr. Meagher, Mr.
Anderson, Mr. Wilks, 3r. Waddell, and the Mover.

Debate ensued.

Question put.

The House divided.

Ayes, 29. Noes, 30,
My, Weild, Mr. Edden, Mr. Kidd, Mr. Cohen,
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Moore, Mr. Austin Chapman,  Mr. MeLean,
Mr. Arthuar Griffitd:, Mr. Thomas Brown, Mr. Dight, Mr. Quinn,
Mr. Holman, Mr. Haynes, My, Suttor, Mr. S8pruson,
Mr. Spence, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Reid, Mr. Young,
Mr. Jessep, Mr. O’'Sullivan, Mr. Brunker, Mr. Forris,
Mr. Dacey, Mr. Law, Mr. Loe, Mr. Gurland,
Mr. Meagher, Mr. Wilks, Mr. Cook, Mr. Dugald Thomson,
Mr. 8mith, Mr, Hawthorne, Mr. McLaunghlin, Mr. Waeddell,
Mr. Henry Chapmen, Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Lyne, Me. Stevenson,
Mr, Cotton, Mr. E. M. Olark. Mr. Hurley, Mr. Hurris,.
Mr. Nobbs, © ellers Mr. O'Conor, Mr. Lees.
Mr. Ross, e ' Mr. Barnes, Tl
Mr. Thomas Clarke, Mr. Aflleck, Me. Nelson, areers,
Mzr. Nicholson, Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick. Mr, Rigg, Mpr. 8aswers,
Mr. Fegan, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Piddington.

And so it passed in the negative,

20. Ixcrosep Laxns Prorecrion Act AMuNDMENT Brru:—Mr. Dight, pursuant to leave granted this day,

presented a Bill, intituled “.4 Bill to amend the * Inclosed Lands Profection Act,’ 18 Fictoria No. 27,
by repealing section G and substituting other provisions in lieu theregf,”—which was read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 18th October.

21. ADIounryMENT:—Mr. Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Question put, and voices given,—Mr. Speaker stated his opinion that the dyes had it.
‘Whereupon, Division called for, and Mr. Speaker having, in accordanco with Standing Order No.
213, directed the Members to take their seats to the right and left of the Chair respectively,
‘declared the determination of the House to be in the efirmative, as there were only ten Members
in the minority voting with the Noes. :
The following are the names of the Members in the minority, viz. :—Mr. O'Sullivan, Mr, Price,
Mr. Arthur Grifith, Mr. Dacey, Mr. Affleck, Mr. Thomas Brown, Mr. E. M. Clark, Mr. Edden,
Mr. Waddell, and Mr. Stevenson,

The House ndjourned accordingly, at fourteen minutes after Six o'clock, until To-morrow at
Three o’clock.

¥, W. WEBB, ‘ J. P. ABBOTT,

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. - Speaker.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

WEDNESDAT, 5 COCPOBER, 1898. ’
1., The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair,
QUESTIONS :—
(I%aggii(i Constable Michael Collins:—Mr. MeLean, for M‘r. Jessep, asked the Secretary for

{1.) Referring to Mr. Jessep’s Question No. 1, of 29th September, what wns the date when
Michael Colling entered the Police Service of New South Wales ?

{2.) How long was he in the service of the Prisons Department of New South Wales?

Ay, Cook answered,—M, Collins was not in the Police Service of New South Wales, but
wae employed by the Prisons Department as a Special Relieving or Bmergency Warder for 149
days (not continuous) during the year ended 16th July, 1897.

(2.) Accommodation for Gaoler at Gundagai Gaol:—Mr. Barnes asked the Colonial Secretary,—In
view of ihe inadequate accommodation for the gaoler and his family in GundagaiGaol, wili he cause a
sum of money to be placed on the coming Estimates to enlarge and improve same ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The matter will be considered when the Estimates are being prepared.

(3.) Salisbury Court Holding :—Mzr. O’Sullivan asked the Secretary for Lands,—

(1.) Has any action been taken for the leasing of the portion of land on Sahabury Court Holding
set apart for an experimental farm ?

(2.) If so, what are the terms attached to the leasing ?
(8.) If it is not the intention of the Government to establish an expemmental farm, what dees the
Minister intend to do with the 2,700 acres set apart for that: purpose ?
Mr. Cook answered —
(1.) No.
(2.) See reply to No. 1.
{3.) It is not proposed to disturb the reservation for the experimental farm unless the Depart-
ment of Agriculture intimates its final decision on the subject.

(4.) Art Unions :—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Under what conditions or class of cases is authority (if any) granted for holdlnrr Art Unions,
and withheld in others ?
(2)) Ts it a fact that Art Unjons, or drawing by lots, are being eartied on throughout the Colony
almost daily and weekly; if so, under whose authority are they allowed ?
{3.) The number of applmatlons that have been made for the holding of Art Unions during the
last eight months, the number granted, and the number that have been refused ?
(4.) Is it a fack "that authority was granted for holding an Art Union or distribution of prizes in
connection with the Eight Hour Demonstration on the Srd instant; it so, will similar privileges
be extended to all other demonstrations of a publie character and for charitable purposes ?
Mr. Brunker answered,—
(1.} The oniy power to give permission to hold Art Unions is when the prizes consist of paintings,

drawings, &e. = This power is vested in the Attorney-Gieneral under the provisions of 14 Vie.
No. 18.

(2.) 1 am not aware.

(3.) 1i’]\fﬂl the Honorable Member kindly move for a return in the usual way.
(4.) No

(5.) Tax under Dliseases in Sheep Act :—Mr. Waddell asked the Secretary for Mines,—-
(1) Is it intended (in view of the fact that there kas been no scab amongst sheep for many years)

to abolish the annual tax under the Diseases in S8heep Act ;and, if so, when will legislation be
introduced ¥ . (2.)
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(2.) Ts it intended to repeal the Diseases in Sheep Aet, the Stock and Pastures Act, and the
Rabbit Act, and deal with all these matters under one Act; if so, when will such legislation be:
mtroduced ?

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1.) It is not intended to abolish the contribution now paid under the Diseases in Sheep Act, as it
is necessary to maintain a staff of inspectors fo prevent the re-introduction of scab and other-
diseases; the spread of other infectious and contagious dizeases; to regulate the travelling of
sheep; to protect travelling stock and other reserves from trespass; and fo carry oui the many
other duties connected with sheep and their movement. It is intended, however, when the state-
of public business wilt admit, to introduce legislation providing for a fair share of the expense of
the inspecting staff being paid by owners of large stoek.

(2.) Tt is intended fo consolidate the Discases in Sheep Aets and the Pasture and Stock Protection
Acts, but the Rabbit Bill will be deals with by my honorable colleague the Secretary for Lands,

(G.) Transfer of Patient from District Hospital to Crovernment Asylum :—Mr. Reymend asked the-
Colonial Secretary,—
(1) When it is found pecessary to transfer a patient of a District Hospital to a Government
Asylum, is tho honorary medical officer entitled to the usnal fee for filling in the certificate ?
(2.) If so, by whom should the voucher be signed ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—I am informed by the Chief Medical Officer that no fee is paid to the
Medical Officers of Hospitals subsidised from the public funds for this service, which is part of the
medical business of the Hospital. On the transfer taking effect the cost of the patient to the-
Hospital ceases at once.

2. Brucriow Purrriow (dshfield) -—-Mr. Brunker, by command, laid upon the Table an Election
Petition which had been addressed to His Bxeellency the Governor from Thomas Bavister, of
Croydon, alleging that at the last General Election bhe and Bernhard Ringrose Wise were
candidates to be elected for the Electoral District of Ashfield ; that Petitioner was and is a person
duly qualified by law to be elected ; that the Returning Officer declared the number of votes
polled for the respective candidates to be—for B. R. Wise, 966 votes, and for Petitioner,
961 votes, and made no declaration as to the number of informal votes polled, although there
were severnl, and he thereupon declared the said Bernhard Ringrose Wise to be duly elected,
and afterwards endorsed on the writ the name of Bernhard Ringrose Wise as the person so
elected ; that the Returning Officer publicly declared that Bernhard Ringrose Wise polled 966
votes, and Petitioner has been informed, and verily bolieves, that in consequence of many mistakes,
and of unquelified persons being permitted to vote, Bernbard Ringrose Wise did not poll that
number of votes ; that many of the ballot-papers were declared to be informal which as a matter of
fact were not informal, and that such votes should have been counted in favour of Petitioner,
therehy giving a majority in favour of Petitloner ; that many of the ballot-papera used at
the said election were mnot initialled, nor were the electors’ rights punctured, signed, and dated
by the Deputy Returning Oflicers, and were therefore informal; that certain persons were
permitted to record votes who should have been prohibited from voting; that certain persons were
permitted to vote who were not qualified ; that Petitioner’s scrutineer was improperly prevented
from entering the polling-booth at Summer Hill until after all the ballot-boxes at the said polling-
booth were locked, and Petitioner believes that in the opening of one of the ballot-boxes it was
found to contain eighteen ballot-papers in excess of the number it should have contained ; that the
said Bernhard Ringrose Wise had more than one scrutineer at one or more of the said polling-
booths ; that the number of unqgualified persons who were allowed to vote, and whose votes were
eounted and allowed by the Returning Officer, exceed the number of twelve ; that a greater number-
of votes than five were counted and allowed by the Returning Officer, although such votes were
not in accordance with the llectoral Act, and were by that Act made invalid; and that certain
irregularities were comwmitted in connection with the srid election; and praying (L} that his
Petition may he dealt with aceording to law ; (2) that the relurn of the said Bernhard Ringrose Wise
may be declared null and veid; (3) that a recount of all ballot-papers may be made by the
Committee of Elections and Qualifications; {4) that it may be declared that the said Bernhard
Ringrose Wise was nat lawfully elected; (5) that it may be declared and determined that
Potitioner was duly elected. and 14 enlitled to take his seat. -

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Brunker, that the Petition be referred to the Committeec of Elections
and Qualifientions.

L]
3. Parens :—Mr. Young laid upon the Table,—
(1) Return to an Order, made on 20th September, 1898,— Rotirement of W. Moore, Main-
“ tenance Man, near Carcoar,”
{2} Return to an Order, made on 4th October, 1888,—* Embankment at Kelso.”
(3.) Return (in part) to an Order, made on 4th October, 1898,—* Roads Superintendent and
“ Roads Office, Tumbarumba.”
{4.) Return (in completion) to an Order, made on 4th October, 1898,—*" Roads Superintendent
“and Roads Office, Tumbarumba.”
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

4, Sypxer—-HursivitLe, Sypx¥ry—-Brrsonrk, axp HursevimiE-Nowra sreTioNs oF Rarnway LInNes
{Formal Motion) -—Mr. Watson moved, pursuant to Notiee, That there be laid upon the Table
of this House a return showing,—

(1.) The income during the past financial year from the Sydney-Hurstrille section of the Illawarra
railway line, and the expenditure for the same period.

. (2.) The income during the past financial year from the Sydney-Belmore section, and the
expenditure for the same period.
(3.) The income during the past financial year from the Hurstville-Nowra séction, and the
expenditure for the same period.. , ‘
Question put and passed.
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5. Moer's Docx axp Exverxrerive Comeawny (Livirep) Brun (Formal Motion) -—

(1.) Mr. Wilke moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to enable Mort’s
Dock and Engineering Company (Limited) to close portions of ecertain streets at Mort Bay, in
the Borough of Balmain, being a portion of College-street and the north-east end of Mort-
strect, and to establish o new street in len thereof ; and for other purposes connected therewith,
Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Wilks having presented this Bill, and produeced a certifiente of the payment of the sum of

" Twenty-five pounds to the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Colony, Bill, intituled

“ 4 Bl to enable Mort’s Dock and Enginecring Company (Limited) to close portions of certain

 streets at Mort Bay in the Borough of Balmain, being a portion of College-strect and the north-

east end of Morl-street, and to establish a new street in liew theregf; and for other purposes connected
therewith,'—read a first time.

6. PosrroxExENts :—The following Orders of the Day of Government Business postponed until
* To.morrow ;—
{1.) Crown Lands Bill; second reading. _
(2.) Advances to Settlers Bill; consideration in Committee of the Whole of the expediency of
bringing in a Bill to enable the Government to assist holders and occupants of certain classes of
lands by advanecing money to them on mortgage at reasonable rgtes of interest; and for other
urposes connected therewith,

(3.) Supply; House to resolve itself inte Committee.
(4.) Ways and Means; House to resolve itself into Committee.

7. Arracumext oF WAGES AnoriTio¥ Birr:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. Watson
moved, That thie Bill be now read a third time.
Question put.

The House divided.

Ayes, 58. Noes, 23,
Myr. Brunker, Mr. Archer, D, Ross,
Mr. Cook, Mz, Phillips, Mr. See,
Mr. Lee, Mr, Thomas Clarke, My. Kidd,
Mpr, Carruthers, Mr. @llies, Mr. Perry,
Mr. Reid, Mr. Price, Mr. Suttor,
Mr. Meagher, Mr. Byrne, Mr. Crick,
Mr. Young, Mr. Law, My, T. H. Grifith,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Edden, Mr, Stevenson,
Mr. Watson, . Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Barnes,
Mr. Dight, Mr. Cotton, My, Alexander Camphell,
Mz. Howarth, Mr. Spence, Mr. Donaldson,
Mr, Holman, Mr. Macdonald, E Mr. Henry Clarke,
My, E. M., Clark, Mer. Thomas Fitzpatrick, Mr. McFarlane,
Mr. Sleath, Mr. Fegan, Mr. Hurley,
Mr. Whiddon, Mr. Terry, Mr. Mackay,
Mr. Archibald Camphbell, Mr. Wilks, My Corroll,
Me. Anderson, Mr. Dick, "Mr. Pyers,
Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. Ashtom, Mr. Reymond,
Mr. McCourt, Mr. Gonnly, Mr. Hassall,
Mr., Ferris, Mr, Wilson, Mr. FitzGerald,
Mr. Bughes, Mr. Moors, Mr. Spruson.
Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Cohen,
Mr. Smich, Mr. Bennett, Tellers,
Mr. Nobbs, My, Woddell, : Mr. David Davis,
Mr, O'Sullivan, Mr. Piddington, Mr. Aflleck.
Mr. James Thomson, Mr. Sewers.
Mr. McGowen,
Mr. Caun, Tetlers,
Mr. Wakkins, Mr. Rige,

- -~ Mr, Thomas Brown, Mr. MecLean.
And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Bill read a third time, and, on motion of Mr. Watson, passed.
Mr. Watson then moved, That the Title of the Bill be “dn et to abolish Attachment of Wages.”
Question put and passed, :
Ordered, that the Bill be earried to the Legislative Couneil with the following Message -~

Mz. PrEsinExT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled *“.dn Act to abolich
Attackment of Wages,’—presents the same to the Legislative Council for its concurrence.

Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 5th October, 1808,

8. Postrovryest :— The Order of the Day for the second reading of the Garnishee (Wages Protection)
Bill postponed until To-morrow.,

9. Vors or CexsuvreE— Corpuer or Tet Hoxoranrs J. H. Yourse, SrerErary ror Pueric Works :—
Mr. Lyne proceeding to move the motion standing in his name,—
Points of Order :—
(1.) Mr. Crick submitfed that, under the practice of the Houre of Commons and of this House,
Mr. Young, whose conduct was under censure, should be heard in his place, and then withdraw
from the Chamber while the motion was under discussion.
Debate ensued.
Mr.



104

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLA'TIVE ASSEMBLY,
5tk Octeber, 1898,

Mr. Speaker quoted the passage from the 10th Edition of May, pages 832-3, but eonsidered
the cases there referred to had suddenly arisen during debate. He referred to Mr. Stansfeld’s

. case, 17th March, 1864, in which that gentleman not only remained in the House but voted.

Under the circumstances he would not assume the responsibility of interfering, or saying that
the Heonorable Member, Mr. Young, should not remain in the Chamber.

(2) Mr. Cann submitted that Mr. Lyne's motion was the same in substance as Mr. Neild's
motion of Privilege, moved and agreed to on 28th September, and, therefore, was out of order.
Debate ensued. ) '
Mr. Speaker stated that he could not possibly rule this motion out of order until it had been
submitted to the House. In any case he would not take upon himself the responsibility of
preventing the House from considering it.

Mr. Lyne then moved, pursuant to Notice,—

(1.} That, in the opinion of this ITouse, the conduct of the Minister for Public Works, Mr. J. H.,
Young, in relation to recent elections, is deserving of censure, and thiz House regrets to observe

that such conduct has been defended by other Ministers.
(2.) That the above resolution be communieated by Address to His Exceliency the Governor.

Points of Order :—

{1.) Mr. Watson, referring to Mr. Lyne’s statements, asked Mr. Speaker te rule that any
general references fo Ministers of the Crown going fo electorates during clections, to influence
electors there, were out of order, as anticipating a discussion on Notfice No. 3 for 25th
October.

Mr. Speaker ruled that such general references were not irregular, this being a case where the
conduct of a Minister was impugned.

(2.) Mr. Watson submitted that reference to the debate of last week, on the motion of

Privilege, should not be allowed.
Mr. Speaker said that this motion did not revive a debate already concluded, and that that

debate on the question of Privilege might be referred to.
Debate ensued.

10. Parens:—Mr, Young laid upon the Table,—

(1.) Letter from the Crown Solicitor, dated Gth May, 1898, in re * McSharry v. The Railway

Commissioners,”

(2.) List of Appropriations from March to 27th July, 1898,

(3.) Summary of Appropriations from Mareh to 27th July, 1898.
Referred by Sessional Order o the Printing Committee.

Mr. Garland moved, That this Debato be' now adjourned.
Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until To-morrow.

The House adjourned, at five minutes before Eleven o’clock, until To-morrow at Three o'clock.

¥. W. WEBEB, J. P. ABBOTT,

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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1. The Housé met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.
QUESTIONS :—

(1.) Property adjoining the GGeneral Post Office :—Mr. Perry asked the Postmaster-General,—
(L) What is the name of the owner of the property adjoining the General Post Oflice to the sonth
in George-street ?
(2.) By whom, and on what authority, was the agreement made on behalf of the Government for
a common use of the dividing wall between the General Post Office and this property ?
(3.) What proportion of the cost of this dividing wall is the owner of the property referred to
contributing ?
(4.) What is the thickness of this wall when accurately measuved ?
Mr. Parkes answered,—
(1.) Mr. Alfred Rofe,
(2.) By the Minister for Works, on the recommendation of the Government Architect, and with
the advice and assistance of the Crown Solicitor,
(3.) The proportion of cost is that of half a party wall, assumed fo be 18 inches thick, and
constructed of brickwork in cement, together with half of the foundations necessary for such a
wall in such a position.
(4.} Thickness of wall—Basement to ground floor, 2 £t. 6 in. ; all above ground floor, 2 feet.

{2.) The Zoclogical Gardens :-—ifr, Edden, for Mr, Afleck, rsked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1.) How many Sundays have the Zoological Gardens been opened since its establishment ?
(2.} What is the unauthorised amount paid to the Trustees of the Zoological Gardens, or any
other person or persons, on account of the opening of the Zoological Gardens on Sundays since
the opening P
(3.) Has any suin been authorised to be paid by Parliament for the purpose of opening these .
gardens on Sundays ? y
(4.) What is the cost or the sum allowed per Sunday for keeping these gardens open ?
(5.) What are the hours during which these gardens are kept open on Sundays?
(6.) How many men are employed at these gardens by reason of their being kept open on Sunday ?
Mr. Reid anawered,—The following information has been obtained from the Secretary of the New
South Wales Zoological Society :—
(1.) The Zoological Gardens were open to the public on Sundays, on payment, for a period of
some months, a number of years back. Sunday opening wag, howerver, discontinued until 9th
January last, since when (40 Sundays) they have been opened regularly on Sundays.
(2.) The amount paid to the Trustees (the Council) on account of Sunday openingsis £500;
the)payment-, I may 2dd, being made from the Treasurer's Advance Account.
(3.) No.

" (4.) No special sum has been allowed for Sunday openings; the cost of Iabour alone has amounted
to £3 3z. 10d. each Sunday.
(5.) The gardens are kept open each Sunday from 2 o’clock to 5 o’clock p.m.
(6.) The number of men employed in the gardens each Sunday is nine,

]

{3.) Liquor sold without o License:—Mr. Perry, for Mr. Hassall, asked the Colonial Secretary,—
How many clubs are there in Bathurst and Pitt Streets that are selling liquor without paying any
license ?

%\Ir. Brunker answered,—I will pregently lay upon the Table a return giving the information asked
or. (1)
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(4.} Moree-Tnverell Railway :— Mr. Wright, for Mr. Hassall, asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
{1.) Is he aware that the prices offered for teams to work the ploughs and scoops on the Moree-
Tnverell Railway are too low to secure a sufficient number to carry on the work, and that in
consequence the navvies cmployed are on many occasions only working half-time ?

(2.) Will he take the nccessary steps to remedy the inconvenicnce cowplained of ?

Mr. Young answered,—The ¥ngineer-in-charge of the work reports that no complaints have
reached him as to the rates paid, nor has he ever becn asked to pay higher rates, conscquently the
alleged loss of time cannot be attributable to this cause. Any broken time which has occurred is
due to the fact that owing to the scarcity of feed the teams, as rule, are not strong enough for
hard and continnous work. Teams wre not required for scoops, and no difficulty whatever has been
experienced in obtaining horses at the rate paid by the Department, whieh is the same as
contractors allow for simiar work.

(5.) Mining Accidents Relief ¥und :—&fr, Dacey, for Mr. Thomas, asked the Seeretary for Mines,—
Does he purpose introducing a Bill providing for a pension to the widows and children of miners
killed whilst following their avocation, as promised by his predecessor the Houorable Sydney
Smith?

Mr. Coolk answered,—A Bill is being drafted for this purpose, and when ready will be submiited
for the consideration of the Cabinet.

(6.) Margarine sold as Butter:—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) What steps (if any) are being taken in order to protect the public against the perpetration of
fraud by persons gelling margarine for butter ?
(2.) Will he see that some steps of a practieal character are taken to have this practice put a
stop to, and the perpetrators thereof punished ?
(3.} Will he also {ake steps to have the article marked with a distinctive Jabel or brand ?

My, Reid answered—

(1) The sale of margarine as butber is an offence under the “ Puabiic Health Aect,” Part VIII,
Adulteration, and this law is suflicient to protect the public.

(2.} Toeal Authorities are charged to exccute the Public Health Act in their districts, and
should supervise the food supplied to the people who reside therein ; but this part of the law can
also be set in motion by any individnal whe considers himself aggrieved. As a matter of fact,
liowever, the Department of Public Health has successfully instituted prosecutions against two
traders who fraudulently supplied margarine to customers as bulter.

(8.) Such marking could not he enforced under the law as it stands.

(7.} Case of Meagher v. Norton :—Mr. Carroll asked the Minister of Justice,—

© (1) Is it a fact that Mr. D. Chenhall, solicitor, has been instructed by the Crown to appear, on
behalf {hereof, in two cases, or either of two cases, now pending at the Centrul Poliee Court,
Sydoey, in which the litigants are Messrs. B. I). Mengher and J. Norton ?
(2.) If so, what are thie arrangements concerning the engagement or retainer of Mr. Chenhall,
and what salary or remuneration is he to receive ?
(3.) Ts this Mr. Chenhall the same solicitor who, on the first hearing of these cases, appeared in
‘Court on behalf of Mr. J. Norton ? ' ’
{4.) Yor what reason has the Crown in this case not been represented in Court by an officer of the
Department.?

Mr. Lee answered,—

(1.} Jmployed by the police.
(2.} T am not yet awarc.
(3.) I do not at present know.
(4.) T am not informed.

(8.) Revision of the Electoral Rolls :—2fr. Edden, for Mr. Afficck, nsked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Is he aware that the Crown Solicitor has issued insiructions that the Electoral Revision Court
has no power to remove from the Electoral Roll the names of parties who have left their reapective
electoral districte no matter how long they may have been away ?

(2.) Seeing that the rolls under the circumstances are stuffed with persons who are not entitled to
vote, and that there are other anomalics in connection with the Electoral Act, will he introduce a
new Electoral Act farthwith ? '

(3.) In the cvent of no new Electoral Act being introduced forthwith, will he immediately introduee
a Bill giving power to purify the Electoral Rolls of the Colony, so that the names of electors
entitled to vote will for 1lie future be on the roll, and those ouly ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—
(1) No; the Crown Solicitor having advised {hat the Act does not anthorise a Revision Court to
expunge from the Greneral List the names of persons who have left the Colony, or the district for
which they were originally enrolled, the Electoral Registrars were instructed not to lodge objections
on those grounds.

(2 and 3) Recent developments have shown that there have been zo many irregularitics practiced
under the Llectoral Aect, and so many anomalies have prevailed that nothing less than the intro-
duction of a new Act will overcome the difficulties which have arisén. I will submit the matter
for the consideration of the (zovernment.

!

2. PareEnrs:—
Mr. Parkés laid upon the Table,—Rates for Telephone Mossages between Mount Victoria, Hartley,
and Little Hartley. .

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Commitiec.
Mr.
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Mr. Young laid upon the Table,—

() Statement of the various gteps 1n the ease of MeSharry @ the Railway Commxsﬂ;loners
" (Cootamundra-Gundagai Contract) respeeting the appointment of Arbitrators.
(2.) Papers and documents respecting the Dr.nn.zgo Works, Macleay River.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mzr. Branker laid wpon the Table,—
(1.) Return respecting Clubs in the I \Ietmpoht‘m Distriet,
(2.) Notification of withdraws al, under the Crown Lands Act of 1895, of certain lands from the
Pastoral Lease of the l‘abm’mnn’ Leasehold Area, for providing for Sett!emcnt by other Holdings.
Referred by Sessional Order to ' the Printing Committee.

3. Prixtive CoMMITTES:

Mr. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the Fifth Report from the Printing
Cowmmittee. : '

4. PosTeoNEMENTS :-—

(1.} The following Orders of the Day of Grovernment Business postponed until Wednesday next:—
(L) Australasian Federation ; further consideration in Committee of the Whole of the following
Resolutions : — :

a: " * * L% » * #
(2.) Crown Lands Bill; second reading. ‘
(3.) Advances to Settlors Bill; consideration in Commntee of the Whole of the expediency of
bringing in a Bill to enable the Government to assist holders and occupants of certain classes of
lands by advancing money to them on mortgage at reasonable rates of ircterest; and {or other
purposes connected therewith.
(4.) Supply ; House to resolve itself into Committee,
(5.) Ways and Means; Llouse to resclve itself into Cammittee.

(2.) The Order of the Day of General Businesy for the sccond reading of the Garnishee (Wages
Protection) Bill pestponed until Tuesday, 29th November.

5. Vori or Cevsurve—Corpuer orF rur Hoxorarmk J. H. Youre, SEcrerany ror Prntre Worgs :—
The Order of the Day baving been read for the resumption of the adjourned Debate, on the.
motion of Mr. Lyne,—
¥ (1.} That, in the opinion of this House, the conduct of the Minister for Public Works, Me. J. H..
“ Young, in relation to recent elections, is deserving of censure, and this House regrets to observe-
% that such conduct has been defended by other Ministers.

“ (2.) That the above resolution be communicated by Address to His Excellency the Governor.
And the Question being again proposed,—

The House resumed the said adjourned Debate. !

Mr. Hurley moved, -—-Tlnt this Debate be now adjourned.

Debate ensned.

EH

And the House conlinuing to sit till after Midoight,—

FRIDAY, ¥ OCTOBER, 1898, an.
Question put,—That this Debate be now adjourned. -
The House divided.

Agyes, 52. Noes, 60.
Mr. Waddell, Mr. Barnes, Mr. Sleath, Mr. E. M. Clark,
Myr. Ferris, © Mr. McFarlage, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Watson,
Moy, Chanter, Mr. Richards, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Hughes,
Iir. Ross, Mr, Quinn, Dr. Graham, Mr. Fessep,
Mpr. Cruickshank, M. Wilson, Mr. Garland, Mr. Cool,
Mr. Barton, Mr. T, H. Griflith, Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Law,
Mr. See, Mr. Lyne, Mr. Lee, Mr. Wilks,
Mr. Wright, Mr. Donaldszon, Mr, Brunker, Mr, Neild,
Mr. Suttor, Mr. Copeland, Mr. Fegan, Mr. Haynes,
Mr. Dight, Mr, Terry, Mr. Reid, Mr. Cotton,
Mr. FitzGerald, Mpr. Gillies, Mr. MeCourt, Mr. Aflleck,
Mr. David Davis, Mr. Miller, Mr. Phillips, Me. Dick,
Mr. Spruson, Mr. Thomaa Fitzpateick, Mr, Molesworth, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Sawers, Mr. Gormly, Mr. McGowen, Mr. Watkins,
Mr, Hayes, Mr. Pyers, Mr. James Thowmson, Mr. Spenee,
Mr, Nelson, Mr, Hurley, Mr. Archibaid Camphell, Mr. Whiddon,
Mr, Goodwin, : My, Stevenson, © Mr. Parkes, Mr, Nicholson,
Mr, O°Conor, Me. O’Suliivan, Mr. Lees, Mr. Mahony,
Mr. Reymond, Mr. Ewing. Mr. Youn T, Mr. Mot
Mr. Byrne, Pollers Mr. Farguson, Mr. Mazdonald,
Mr. Carroll, ’ Mr. Thomas Brown, Mr. Millard,
Mr. Hassall, Mr. Price, Mr. Hawthorne, Mr, Harris,
Mr. Woed, Mr, Austin Chapman. Mr, McLean, Mr, Thomas Clarke,
Mr. Crick, Mr. Ross, Mr. I, C. L. Fitzpatrick,
My, Levien, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Rigg,
Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Cann, Mzr. Henry Chapman,
Mr. Kidd, Mr, Nobbs, Mr. Dacey.
Mr. W. W. Davis, Mr. Smith, 7
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Holman, Teilers,
Mr. Piddington, - . Mr. Archer, Mr. Arthar Griffith,
Mr, Perry, Mr. Edden, Mzr. Meogher.

And so it passed in the negative.
Debate continued. Question:



108

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
6th October, 1898,

Question put,—

(1.) That, in the opinion of this House, the conduct of the Minister for Public Works, Mr. J. H.
Young, in relation to recent elections, is deserving of censure, and this House regrets to observe
that such conduct has been defended by other Ministers.

(2.) That the above resolution be communicated by Address to His Excellency the Governor.

The House divided.

Ayes, 52. Noes, 58. . »
Mr. Ferris, Mr. Perry, Mr. Henry Chapman,  Mr. Dacey,
Mr. Chanter, Mr. Crick, Dr, Grahum, Mr, Meagher,
Mr. Wright, Mr. Sproeon, Mr. Brunker, Mr, MecLean,
Mr. Barton, Mr, B arnes, Mr, Hogue, Mr. Plillips,
Mr, Copeland, Mr. O Sullivan, Br. Cook, Mr. Law,
Mr, Suttor, Me. T. H. Griffith, Mr. Garland, Mr, Howarth,
Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Hayos, Mr. Lee, Mr. Archer,
Mr, See, Mr, Goodwin, Mr. Thomas Brown, Mr, Mahony,
Mr. Price, Mr. Colen, Me. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Dick,
Mr. Dight, Mr. Pyers, Mv. Fegan, My, Cann,
Mr. FitzGerald, BMr. Richards, Mr. Lees, Mr. Cotton,
Mr, Waddell, My, McFarlane, Mr. McCourt, BMr. Spence,
Mr. Reymond, Mr. Terry, Mr. Aflleck, Mr. Thomas Clarke,
Mr. Harley, Mr. Sawcers, Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. Rigg,
Mr. Carroll, ‘' Mr. Gormly, ! Mr. Jessep, Mr. Edden,
Mr. Nelson, Mr. Sterenson, Mr. Archibald Campbell, Mr, Harris,
Mzr. Byroe, " Mr. Piddington, My, Jamas Thomson, Mr, Millard,
Mr. Miller, Mr. Crunickshank, My, Aniderson, Mpr, Watkins,
Mr. Ewing, Mr. Wood, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Wilks,
Mr. ' Conor, Mr, Thownas Fitzpatrick. Mr. Young, Mr. Holmen,
My, W. W, Davis, Tl Mr. Purkes, Mr, McGowen,
Mr. (Hllies, eriers, Mr. Reid, Mr. Macdonald,
Mr. Lyme, ’ Myr. Hassall, Mr. Carruthers, Mr, Smith,
Mr. Levien, Mr. Austin Chapman. Mr. Nobbs, © My, Ferguson,
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Ross, Mr. Moore,
My, David Daris, Mr. Arthur Griffith, My, Sleath.
Mr. Wilson, ’ Mr. Hughes, Tl
Mr. Kidd, Mr. 'Wson, eliers,
Mr. Donaldson, - Mr, Nichelson, Mr. E. M. Clark,
Mr. Quinn, Br. Molcsworth, Mr, Haynes,

Axnd so it passed in the negative.

6. Saywerr's Tramway a¥p Erernre Ioenting Biin:—Mr. Cohen, as Chairman, brought up the
Report from, and laid npon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before
the Sclect Committee for whose consideration and Report this Bill was referred on 20th September,
1898, together with a copy of the Bill as amended and agreed to by the Committee.

Ordered to be printed.
Mr. Cohen then moved, That the Bill be read a second time on Tuesday next.
Question put and passed.
7. Ciry axp Nortm Syprer Conxxecrion Biir:—Mr. Mclean, as Chairman, brought up the Report
from, and laid upon the Table the Minules of Proccedings of, and Evidence taken before the

Select Committee for whose consideration and Report this Bill was referred on 20th September,
1898, together with a copy of the Bill as amended and agreed to by the Committee.

Ordered to be printed. . .
Mr. McLean then moved, That the B3ill be read a second time on Tuesday next.
Question put and passed,

The House adjourned, at seven minutes after Nine o’clock a.m., until Tuesday next at Three o’clock

F. W. WEEB, : J. P. ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislati:e Assembly. Speaker.
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1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

1o

"

QUESTIONS :—
(1.) Water Reserves, Boroughs of Botany, Randwick, and North Botany:—2afr. Edden, for Mr.

Dacey, asked the Secretary for Public Works,— .

(1.} What ig the arex of the water rezerve within the boroughs of Botany, Randwick, and North
Botany, respectively ?

(2.) Who are the owners, and what rent do they receive from the Water and Sewerage Board ?

Mr. Young answered,—The Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage have furnished
me with the following replies :—

(1.) Borough of Botany, 94 acres ; Borougl of Randwick, 549 acres ; Borough of North Botany,
320 acres.

(2.) Australian Cities Investment Corporation (Limited) ; £320 per annum,

(2.) Reduction of Municipal areas :—Mr. Perry, for Mr. Ewing, asked the Colonial Secretary,—Ia it

his intention to make provision in the proposed Municipalities Act Amendment Bill for the
reduction of municipal areas P

Mr, Brunker answered,—The subject referred to is being considered with the amended Munici-
palities Act now under consideration. '

(3.) Caretaker’s Residence, Dubbo Cemetery :—2&fr, Hurley, for Mr, O’Sullivan, asked the Secretary

for Lands,—

(1.) Ts it a fact that a sum of money has been promised to build a caretaker’s residence for the
Dubbo Cemetery?

(2.) Ts he aware that there are two caretakers attached to this cemetery ?

(3.) If =0, which caretaker is to oceupy the residence when built ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) No. : .

(8.) The cemetery is vested in Trustees, by whom such a matter would be decided.

TaprawisEr Rarzway Love ar Brogew Hirn (Formel Motion) :—Mr. Perry moved, pursuant
to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House,—
(1) Al correspondence between any person and the Government in reference e the purchase
by the Governmment of the Tarrawingee Railway Line at Broken Hill,
{2.} Also all reports by the Railway Commissioners, or any other persoms, thereon, with a plan

and estimate of the value of such line, and the probable cost of making this line seeure for iraffic.
Question put and passed.

PosrroNEmMERTs :—The following Orders of the Day postponed until Tuesday, 18th October :—
(1.) Saywell's Tramway and Electric Lighting Bill (es amended and agreed to in Select Com-
miltee) ; second reading.

{2) City and North Sydney Connection Bill (as amended and agrecd fo in Selec! Commiliee) ;
" second reading. ‘

Paver :—Mr. Young laid wpon the Table.—Return to an Order, made 1bis day,—* Tarrawingee
* Railway Line at Broken Hill.” : g

-- Referred by Seseional Order to the Printing Committee.

3.
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5. Accipevrs 18 Mixes .-—Mr. Fegan moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(L) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the number of accidents,
fatal and otherwise, which oceur in and about the “coal” mines of New South Wales ; the average
duration of such aceidents; and all necessary information connected © therewith.”
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Cook, Mr. Dick, Mr. Edden, Mr. Perry, Mr. Archibald
Campbell, Mr. James Thomson, Mr. Watkins, Mr. Hurley, Mr. Stevenson, and the Mover.
Debate ensued. ‘ '

3r., Watkins moved, That the Question be amended by inserling after the word “therewith,” in
line 3, the words ** and the best method of alleviating the distress entailed thereby.”

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted.

Debate continuved.

Proposed amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. Copeland moved, That the Question be amended by Jeaving out the word “ coal . in line 2.
Question,—That the word proposed to heleft out stand part of the Question,—pnt and negatived.
Mr. Hughes moved, That the Question be further amended by inserting after the word “ therewith”
in line 3, the words * and the best method of alleviating the distress entailed thereby.”
Question,—That the words propesed to be inserted be so inserted,—put and passed.

And the Question having been further amended (by comsent), altering lhe composition of the
Commitiee,—
" Question, as amended, proposed.

Debate eontinued.

Question then,—

(1) That a Select Committee be appointed toinquire into and report upon the nunber of acvidents,
fatal and otherwise, which occur in and about the mines of New South Wales ; the average duration

of such accidents; and all necessary information connccted therewith, and the best method of
alleviating the distress entailed thereby.

(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Cook, Mr. Copeland, Mr. Edden, Mr. Ferguson,
Mr. Sleath, Mr. Moore, Mr. Watkine, Mr. Hurley, Mr. Price, and the Mover.

,—pub and passed.

6. Suspat Travive Birn:—Mr. Copeland moved, pursuant to Notice, That this ITeuse will, on Tuesday
next, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency of bringing in a Bill
to legalise, regulate, and restrict *Sunday trading; to make other provisions with respect {o
“ Good Friday and Christmas Day ; and to amend” the law with respect to clubs und co-operative
stores.

Debate ensued.

Mr. Affleck moved, That the Question be amended by leaving out the words * Sunday trading; to
“ make other provisions with respect to Good Friday and Christmas Day; and to amend ”
Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question.

Debate continued. ) .

Question put,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question.

The House divided.

Aves, 41, Noes. 22.
Mr. Barton, Mr, Barnes, Mr. Cook,
Mr. Dacey ] Me. Byrne, Mr, O’Conor,
Mr. Lee, Mr. James Thomson, Mr. Fegan,
Mr. Cruickshank, Mr. Spwers, ) Mr. Brunker,
Mr. See, Mr. Levien, BMr. Dight,
Mr. Copeland, Mr. Reid, Mer. Young,
Mr, Spruson, Mr, Hurley, Mr. Molesworth,
Mr. Holman, Mr. Whntszon, ) Mr. Jessep,
Mr. Hughes, Mr. 8peoce, Mre. Thomas Brown, _
Mr. Henry Clarke, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Quinn, Mr, Nicholson, My. Afleck,
Mr. Whatkins, Mr. Ross, Mr, Thomes Clarke,
Mr. Lyne, My, Millaxd, Mr, Nobbs,
My, Darid Davis, Mr. Pyors, Mr. Harris,
Mr. Austin Chapman, Mr. MeLoughlin, Mr. Lees,
Mr, Piddington, Tellers Mr. Archer,
Mr, Carroll, BULETE, Mr. Howarth,
Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. 8torey, Mr. Rose,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Ferguson. Mr. Edden,
Mr. Chanter, My, Waddell,
Mr. Wright,
Mr. Ferr%s, Tellers,
Mr. Price, Ar. Cotton,
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Wilks.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Mr. Price moved, That the Question be amended by adding the words “ and to provide for the
“ classification of licenses.” : '
‘ Point of Order:—Mr. Copeland submitted that tho proposed amendment was beyond the
scope of the motion, and irrelevant to the subject thereof.
Debate ensued.
Mr. Deputy-Speaker decided in favour of the objection.
-~ Debate
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" Debate cou‘tinued.
Original Question then put,
The House divided.

Ayes, 45. Noes, 23.
Mr. Dacer, BLr. Watkins, ‘ e, Cook, ~
Mr. Reid, Mr. Hurley, Mr. O'Conor, ‘
Mr. Ferguson, Mr. David Daris, Me. Bruuker,
My, Copelaud, Mr. Lyne, Mr., Fegan,
AMr. Byrne, Mle. Walson, Mr. Dight,
Mr. Quinn, Mr. Hawthorns, Mr. Storey,
Mr. Spruason, Mr, Lee, Mr, Wilks,
Mr. Holmuon, Mr. Sawers, ¥r. Law,
Mr. Hugles, Mr, Waddell, Mr. Molesworth,
M. Morgan, Mr. Hogue, Mr. ¥oung,
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Cotton,
My, Ferris, Mr. Sce, ' Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Price, Mr. James Thomson, Mr. Thomns Brown,
My, Wright, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Archer,
Mr. Chanter, Mr. Spence, Mr. Lees,
Mr. Pyors, Mr. Cruickshank, ' My, Nobbs,
Mr. Carrell, Mr, Smith, Mr. Harris,
My, Nelson, Mr, Edden. Mr. Thomas Clarke,
Mr. Barnes, Toliors My, Rose,
Mr. W. W. Davis, T Mr. Howarth,
Mr. Ross, Ar. Auslin Chapman, Ar. Millard.
]l\ir Meagher, Mr. Piddington. Tellers,
r. Levien,
Mr. Henry Clarke, Mr. Jessep,
Mr. MeLaughlin, Mr. Aflleck.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative, )

Crary oF Joux Bresxax acarnst Koans Depantaint :—Mr, Pyers moved, purauant to emended
Notice,—
(1.} That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire inte and report upon the claim of John
Brennan against the BEoads Department on eontracts 21u and 57v, Casino District.
(2.) That sueh Committee consist of Mr. Young, Mr. Lyne, Mr. Hassall, Mr. Harrie, Mr. Hurley,
Mr. ‘Watgon, Mr. Carroll, Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpairick, Mr. Anderson, and the Mover.
(3.} That the Minutes of Procecdings and Evidenco of the Seleet Committee of Session 1896 be
referred to such Commniittee.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

8. Wouexs Francuise Bing.—

(1.) Mr. Fegan moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the
Parliamentary llectorates and Klections Act of 1893, and the Aets amending the same, so as to
extend the franchise to ndult female persons resident in New South Wales.

Loint of Order :—Mr. Price drew attention fo Standing Order No. 133, and contended that,
as expenditure must be invelved in this matter, the Bill should be introduced in Committec of
the Whole, preceded by a Message from the Governor.
Dehate ensued.
Mr. Deputy-Speaker ruled that the objection taken was premature at this stage, the provisions
of the Bill being as yet unknown. '
Debate ensucd.
Mr. Austin Chapman moved, That the Question be amended by adding the words “and the
# abolition of electors’ rights.” :
Point of Order :—DMer. Sawers pointed out that the proposed amendment was not relevant to
the motion.
Mr. Deputy-Speaker sustained the objection taken.
Debate continued.
Original Question put.
The louse divided.

Ayes, G1. Noes, B,
Mr. Brunker, M. Wilks, Mr. Watson, Mr. Carroil,
Mr. Reid, M. J. C. L. Filupatrick, Mr. Cohen, . Mr. Rose,
Mr. Lee, Mzr. Storey, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Woeod.
Mr. Dight, Mr, David Davis, Mr. Morgan, Tl
Mr. Fegan, Mr. Holman, My, Terry, elers,
Mr. Young, Mr, Law, Mr. Cruickshank, My, O'Conor,
Mr. Anderson, My, Watkins, Mr. Ferguson, Mr, Waddell.
Mr, Aflleek, Mr. Spence, Mr. McFarlane,
Mr, Jossop, Mr. Pyers, Mr. Edden,
Mr. Bughes, : Mr. McLean, Mr. Sawers,
Mcr, Lees, Mr, Archer, Mr. See,
Mr. Cook, M. Thomas Brown, My Millard,
My, Price, Mr, Byrne, Mr. Harris,
Mr. Barton, Mr, Maedonald, Mer, ‘Thomas Clarke,
Mr. Hawthorne, Mr, Hurley, Afr. MeLaughlin,
Mr. Chonter, Mr. Lyne, Mr. Hogue,
My, Howarth, Mr. Thomas, Mr, Moore.
Mr. Ross, Mr. W. W. Davis, Tulter
Mr. Levien, Mr. Smith, sieers,
Mr. Molesworth, Mr, James Thomson, Mr. Nobbs,
My, Quinn, Mr. MeGowen, Mr. Meagher,

And so it was resolved in the affirmative, (2.
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(2.) Mr. Fegan then presented a Bill, intituled *“ 4 Billto amend the Parliameniary Electorates and

Elections Act of 1893, and the Aects amending the same, so as tv cxtend the franchise to adult
female persons resident in. New South Wales,”—which was rend a first time.
QOrdered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday, 29th November,

9. ApjournMeNT :—Mr. Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.

Notiee was taken that there was not a Quorum present.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker counted the House, and there being only fourteen Members present exclusive
of Mr. Deputy Speaker, namely, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Thomas Brown, Mr. Brunker, Mr. Chanter,
Mr. Cook, Mr. Cruickshank, My, Edden, Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr, Hawthorne, Mr. Hogue,
Mr, Jessep, Mr. Lee, Mr. Millard, and Mr. Moore,— :

Mr. Deputy-Speaker adjourned the House, at Eight Minutes after Bleven o’clock, until To.morrow
at Three o'clock.

F. W. WEB3S, J. P. ABBOTT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Speaker.
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WEDNESDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1898,

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment. “Mr. Spesker took the Chair,

QUESTIONS : —

(1.) Patents and Trade Marks Acts :— My, O'Conor, for Mr. Spruson, asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1.) What were the total receipts and expenditures in connection with the administration of the
Patents and Trade Marks Acts, from 1st August, 1887, when the Patents Law Amendment Act of
1887 came into effect, to the cnd of the last financial year ?

(2.} The same for the last financial year ?
Mr. Lee answered,—1I will presently lay upon the Table of this House a return giving the desired
information. : .

(2.) Applications for Water and other Reserves :—Mr. Cruickshank asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(L) 1s he aware that the water and other reserves of the Colony are being applied forina
wholesale way as special leases ?

(2.) ‘Will he indicate what action he proposes to fake with regard to these applications?

Mr. Carruthers answered,—

(1) No. In the Inverell Electorate eleven applications for special leases have recently been
‘received, but this is an exceptional number for any locality. '

(2.) Deal with them on their merits.

(3.) Transit Commission :—Mr. Whiddon asked the Colonial Secretarr,—Referring to the resolution
passed by this House on the 30th August last, is it the intention of the Government to introduce

. o Bill for the purpose of altering the present constitution of the Transit Commission and other
street traffic in the city and suburbs; if so, in view of its urgent necessity, will he kindly state
when it is likely that such a Bill will be introdoced ?
Mr. Brunker answered,—The (fovernment certsinly recognise the urgent necessity for dealing
with this matter at the earliest possible period, to avoid the inconvenience arising from the present
condition of the city trafiic.

(4.) Merchants’ Discount Coupons :—Mr. Whiddon asked the Colonial Secrstary,—
(1.) Referring to the Question asked by Mr. B. M. Clark, with reference to the merchants’ bonus
coupons, has he taken any steps or made any inquiries as to this system and the working of it ?
(2.) Ig 'Ela aware that several other syndicates or companies of the same kind have recently been
started
(3.) In view of the allegation that thir is a serious matier to a large number of small traders,
amounting almost to a boycotting of their trade, will he take some steps to prevent a large section
of the trading community being imposed upon hy these various companies or syndicates ¥

Mr. Brunker answered,—The matter is receiving attention as far as the law affords an opportunity.

(5.) Old Age Pension Bili:—Mr. Pyers asked the Colonial Secretary,—1s it his intention to introduce
an Old Age Pension Bill this Session or during the present Parliament ?
M. Brunker answered,—This matter is now under consideration by the Government. We expect
to receive & very valuable report on the subject, and until that has been received and considered,
it will be impossible to deal with the matter.
(6.)
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(6.) Returning Officer for Macquarie Electorate:—Mr, Hurley asked the Colonial Secretary,—In
viaw of the nature of the reply furnished by him to the Honorable Member for Maequarie, on the
20th nltimo, regarding the actions of the Returning Officer for the Klectorate of Macquarie, on
the 27th July, 1898, s it the intention of {he Government to appoint another gentleman to aect
in the eapacity of Returning Officer for the Blectorate of Macquarie ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—There is nothing to justify any action being taken by the Government
with regard to this officer.

(7.) Improvement of main street at Cowra:—Mr. Wadde!l asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
Has he come to a decision yet with reference to having a sum of meney placed on the Estimates to
make good that guaranteed by bond te the Mumnicipal Council at Cowra in conneetion with the
improvement of the main street in that town ?

Mr. Young answered,—The matter is now under consideration, and I hope to be abie to give
the Honorable Member an answer in o few days.

(8.) Clubs eelling Liquor without a Lieense :(—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.} Is it a fact that clubs, such as those named in the return laid upon the Table of this House on
Thursday last, supply intoxienting liquors to their members without holding a license ?
(2.} 1s 1t hisintention to introduce without delay n Bill to compel all clubs to pay a license fee the
same as other licensed houses, or fo prevent the storing and supplying of intoxicating liquors to
members of such elubs without a license under the Licensed Publicans Act?

Mr, Brunker answered,— U

(1.) Yes.

(2.) The Honorable Member is, of course, aware that Parliament has already accepted a resolution
proposing to deal with the subject referred to in his question.

(9.) Eleetions and QQualifications Committee:—ar. Diek, for Mr. T, C. L. Fitzpatrick, asked the
Clalonin! Secretary,—Will he {ake into consideration the advisability of introducing a Bill to effect
the abolition of the system whereby disputed elections are referred to an Elections and Qualifica-
tions Comuniitee ; and to provide for such disputed elections being dealt with by a Supreme Court
Judge?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The Government have not yet considered this subject.

(10.) Inspection made at Glebe Island :—2Afr. Dick, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, asked the Colonial
Treasurer,—
(L) Is it not a fact that, though inspection is made at Glebe Island of all carcases of eattle, no
such stringent inspection of sheop is conducted ?
(2. In view of the revelations that have recently been made with regard to the diseased character
of the mutton sent out for human consumption, will he cause instructions to be issued, having for
their object the making of a closer and more rigid inspeciion of slaughtered sheep ?

Mr. Reid answered,—

(t.) No.

(2.) There is no information in the possession of the Department of Poblic Health that any
mutton has been seized for disease outside Glebe Island abattoir since one or two years age, when
a few sheep and one leg of mutton were seized at Newcastle.

(11.) Light Bread sold by Bakers:—2Mr, Dick, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitapatrick, asked the Colonial
Treasurer,— ‘ -
(1.) Has his attention been directed to the heavy penslties inflicted on a number of bakers in city
and country for haviog sold underweight bread ?
(2) Will he introduce a Bill to so amend the Bakers Act as t6 make an alteration in the penalties
now Imposed under that Act? '

Apr. Lee anawered,—
(1.} No.
(2.) The matter will receive due consideration,
{12.) Deféctives and Constables riding on the Trams:—Mr. Meagher asked the Celonial Secretary,—
(1.) Iz it a fact that the detective force and constables in uniform ride free on the trams?
(2.} If so, will ke have the same privilege conferred on constables in plain clothes ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Inspector-General
of Police :—The Railway Commissioners extended the privilege to all police in uniform. A few
of the senior detective and other officers are provided with passes. Other police in plain clothes
are reimbursed cost of tickets for conveyance by fram.

. (18.) Extension of the Railway into the City :—Mr. Piddington asked thé Colonial Treasurer,—Has
the Cabinet yet determined upon an alternative scheme, in place of cxtending the railway into the
city, to minimise the dangers to the travelling public existing through insufiicient accommodation
at the Redfern terminus ?

Mr. Reid answered,—No. .1 am af present endeavouring to arrive ot a proposal for the extension
of the railway into the cily free from the objections to that recommended by the Public Works
Committee.

(14.) Rewards for Discovery of Gold-fields:—Mr., Holman asked the Secretary for Mines,—Has
he any objection to laying on the Table of this House a return showing,— ‘
(1.) What sums have been paid as rewards to the discoverers of gold-fields by the Department of
Mines since 18357
(2.) The amount in each case ?
(3.} The nature and position of the field discovered in each case P

_ Mr. Cook answered,—There is no objection, and the information will be prepared and laid upon
the Table of the House on an early date. 2.
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. Sypxey axp Nonto S8ynxey Brmwer axp Travway Brun:—Mre. E. M, Clark presented a Petition
from William Xenwood, of Sydney, Civil Engineer, and a member of the Fngineering Association
of New South Wales, praying for leave to bring in a Biil to anthorise Willian Kenwood, his
exceutors, ndministrators, and assigns, to constract, erect, and maintain a high-level bridge over the
waters of Port Jackson, between the city ‘of Sydney and the herough of North Sydney, and to
construct, maintain, and work a tramway upon and over the said bridge, and ufjon and over cerlain
streets and lands in the city of Sydney and the borough of North Sydvey; and for other purposes
in conneclbion therewlih, ’

And Mr. Clark having produced the Government Guazetie, and the Sydney Morning IHerald, the
Daily Lelegrapk, the North Shore and Manly Limes, and the Nortk Sydney Recorder newspapers,
confaining the notices réquired by the 396th Standing Order,— :
Petition received. ’ ' '

. ParErs:—

r. Carruthers laid npon the Table,—

(L) Abstract of Sites for Cities, Towns, ard Villages, declared under the 4th and 101t sections
of the Act 48 Victoria No. 18, : '

(2.) Abstract of Crown Lands authorised to be dedicated to Public Purposes, in accordanee with
the 104th section of the Act 48 Victoria No, 18, : )
(3.) Abstract of Crown Lands Reserved from Sale for the Preservation of Water Supply or other
{ublic Purposes, in accordance with the 10ist, 109th, and 112tk sections of the Act 43 Victoria
No. 18 .

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Commitiee.

Mr. Hogue laid upon the Table,—Amended By-laws of the University of Sydney.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Lee laid upon the Table,—~Rcturn respecting Receipts and Expenditures in connection with the
administration of the I'atents and Trade Marks Acts. '
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

My, Reid 1aid upon the Table,— Additional Regulations under the Pablic Service Act of 1895,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

4. AvsTratasia¥ FEperatio¥ :—The Order of the Day having been read, Mr. Speaker left the Chair,
. and the House resolved itself into a Committec of the Whole to further consider the following
resolutions :—
“ This House affirms,—
* (1.) Its desire that steps should be taken without delay in conjunchion with the other Colonies
“ to bring about the completion of federal uuion.
“ (2.) Its desive that the other Colonies should agreo to reconsider those provisions of the Bill
“ most generally objected to in New South Wales, namely :—
“ (a) Representation in the Senate—
* coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other
¢ Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority at a jeint sitting of hoth Tiouses should be removed, and that a simple majority
* should decide ; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by a provision for a
* National Referendum, )
Y (b) The 87th Olause, known as the Braddon Clause— :
“ concerning which this House desires o submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that this Clause should be removed from the Bill.
“(¢) The Capital of the Commonwealth—
“ coneerning which this House desires tosubmit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that Clause 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
“ of the Federal Capital in such place within the boundaries of New South Wales as the
“ Tederal Parliament may determine.
“ (d) The Boundaries of States—
“ coneerning which this House desires to submif for the consideration of the other Colonies,
* that better provision should be made against tho alteration of the boundaries of a State
“without its own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by Clause 127, as to the
“ representation of States.”
“ (e} Inland Rivers—
“ coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conscrvation and irrigation should
* be more clearly safeguarded.
“(f) Money Bills—
* eotcerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that there should be a nniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that provided in
* the case of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Comtmonwenlth,
Y (g) Judicial Appeals from States— :
¢ coneerning which this Iouse desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the mode of appeal from the Sapreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
“ numely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
“ as ab present, indiscriminately to either.
“(8.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and
““ just footing—to accept the financial system embodied in the Bill, with the one exception
“ mentioned, this House earnestly invites further inquiry into, and = more thorough consideration
“ of, the financial clauses, regarding as cvils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of taxation,
“ a prolonged system of book-keeping, uncertainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided,
“ and uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.” ‘

And
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And the Committee continuing to sit till after Midnight,—

THURSDAY, 13 OCTOBER, 1898, A,

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair ; and the Chairman reported progress, ‘and obtained leave to sit
again To-morrow,

5. ComMrrTER oF ELECTIONS AND Quarirrcstiows (Election Pelition—Jones v. Richards— Mudgee) :—
Mr, Suttor, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upen the Table the Minutes of
Proceedings of, and Evidence taken before the Committec of Elections and Qualifications, to whom
was referred, on 30th August, 1898, the Petition of Robert Jones, againsi the return of Edwin
Richards, Esquire, as Member for the Electoral District of Mudgee.

And the said Report was read at length by the Clerk, by direction of Mr. Speaker, as follows :—

* The Committee of Elections and Qualifications, duly appointed on 17th August, 1898, to
“ whom was referred, on 30th August, 1898, o Petition from Robert fones, against the return of
“ Bdwin Richards, Esqmre, as Member for the Electoral District of Mudgee, have deterrined and
“ do hereby declare:—

“ (1.) That the Committee having decided that the recount shows the sitting Member to
“ have a majority of four votes, the Committec declare the sitting Member to have been duly
“ olected.

“ (2.) That the Peiition of Robert Jones is not frivolous nor vexatious.
i (3.) That the Committee make no award as to costs,

“ No. 3 Committee Room, «F. B, SUTTOR,
“ Legislative Assembly, 12th Qclober, 1898." “ Chairman.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

The House adjourned, at twenty.four minutes after One o'clock a.m., until Three o'clock p.m,
This Day.

¥. W. WEBE, | J. P. ABBOTT,
"Clork of the Legislative Assombly, T ' “ o Speaker,




117

Peto South TWales,

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

THURSDAY, 13 OCTOBER, 1898,

1: The House met pursuant to adjournment.

"The Clerk informed the House that Mr. Speaker was unavoidably absent, in consequence of illness,
‘Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursuant to the 22nd
Standing Order of the House.

2. QUESTIONS:—

(1.) Allowances to Jurors:—Mr, Piddington, for Mr. Dugald Thomson, asked the Minister of
Justice,—
(1.) Is it a fact that the mileage allowances to jurors are so arranged that of two jurors coming
about the same distance, but from different suburbs, and each obtaining conveyance at a cost of
6d., the one is allowed the 6d. only, and the other receives 7s. 7
(2.) Will he have the regulations remodelled on equitable lines ?

Mr. Lee answered—

(1) Under the present scale of allowances jurors are paid mileage (one way), except those
attending from the North Shore, Balmain, and Manly, and its neighhourhood, who are allowed
only the usual steam ferry fare between those places and Sydney (to and fro).

(2.) 1 will take the matter into consideration.

(2.) Persons enrolled to serve on the Jury:—3r. Piddington, for Mr. Dugald Thomson, asked the
Minister, of Justice,—
(1) Is he aware that much discontent exists in conmection with the inequality of jury service;
that many serve twice a year ; that the interval between the two services is frequently very brief ;
that some have been summoned to two different Courts at the same fime; and that while this is
so there are many cqually qualified to serve who have not been called for years; also that mo
subsequent relief is given to those who serve on long cases ?
(2.} Will he take the necessary legislative or othor steps to remedy this by effectually providing—
(2) That the names of all, and not merely some’of those liable to serve, are enrolled on the Jury

. Tidst; (2) that, when a juror has been drawn for service, his name shall not again be placed in the
ballot till the full list has been exhausted ; (¢) that, when a juror is liable to calls from more than
one Court, the being drawn for one shall exclude his namo from the ballot for all till the full list is
exhausted ; () that, when cases last over a certain time the jurors engaged shall be relieved from
fubure servico for a period equivalent to the excens ?

Mr. Lee answered,—

(1) I am informed by the Sheriff as follows :—* Complaints are constantly being made by jurors in
“ gonnection with the inequality of jury service. Special jurors are liable to serve twice during each
“ year—once in ciril trials and enee in eriminal trials. The names are drawn by ballot, and it
“ frequently happens that a juror’s name is drawn twice in each year, and that the interval between
“ig very brief. Many jurors escape service for years, while others are constantly serving. The
¢ Aet does not provide relief for those who serve on long cases, but it has happened that a juror
* who has served on such a case, and been summoned a short time after, has been excused by the
¢ presiding Judge on that ground.”

(2.) My predecessor, Mr. Gould, had an amending Juries Bill in course of preparation, in which
it was proposed to alter the law so as to remove any substantial grounds of complaint which
persons called upon to serve as jurymen have against the operation of the present Juries Acts.
The question of completing this Bill and introducing it into Parliament will receive consideration.

(3)
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(3.) Examination of Candidates as Masters and Mates :—Mr. Smith asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) Is ho aware that the Examiner of Candidates for Certificates of Competency as Masters and
Mates in the Merchant Services computes his own problems for such candidates 10 work out?
£2) Ts he aware that it is the custom at'all British and Colonial ports where examinations are
held that all problems are received on sheets furnished by the Board of Trade, for candidates to
work out (Sydney being the vnly exception) ?

(3.) Ts he aware that many obstacles are placed in the way of candidates passing their examinations,
i.e., by denying them access 1o books and tables allowed at other ports where examinations are
held and permitted by the Board of Trade-Regulations P

(4.} Will he give the necessary instractions to seeure the adoption by the Local Examiner in
Navigation of the sheets of problems for examinees issued by the Board of Trade? -

(5.) Will he sec that every facility is given to examinees to obtain all-books and tables allowed by
the Board of Trade Regulations ? .

Mr. Reid answered,—1I shall be glad if these Questions can be postponed until next week, when it
18 expected the members of the Marine Board will have returned from their annual tour of
nspection,

(4.) Amendment of the Tire Brigades Act:-—Mr. Gormly asked the Colonial Sceretary,—
(1.} Has the necessity of amending the Iire Brigades Act been brought under the attention of
difterent Grovernments on many oceasions during the Inst thirteen years; and have promises been
made that a Bill would be introdnced for the purpose, and an effort made te have the Bill passed
into law ?
(2.) Does the present Government intend to deal with the subject ; and, if =0, when ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—A. Bill proposing to deal with this matter was prepared some time since,
and T am only waiting a favourable opportunity to present it to Parliament. :

(5.) Proposed Weirs on the Darling River :— 23, Hassall, for Mr. W. W. Davis, asked the Secretary
for Public Works,—
(1) Referring to the proposed weirs on the river Darling, between Bourke and Wilcannia, is he
aware that the plans for sites, the designs, and eslimates are now almost ready ?
(2.) In view of the foregoing, will he at once appoint the Public Works Committee, so that the
proposals may be placed before that body ? ' .
(8.) If he is not prepaved to appoint the Committee al once, will he state when he is likely to do
g0, a8 the residents of the district desire to prepare their evidence and otherwise lay the case befora
- the Public Works Committee ? . : :

Mr. Young answered,— -

(1.) The plans are not yet nearly ready, but the surveys of sites’are in progress.

(2 and 8.) No time whatever is being lost, so far as this work is concerned, through the Pablic
Works Committee not having been appointed,

" (6.) Police Superannuation Fund :—Mr. Price asked the Colonial Secretary,—

.. {1.) Hag the Pokee Superannuation Fend been applied to purposes other than pensions ?
(2.) Is the Fund at present practically insolvent ? _
(3.) Is it his intention to introduce a Bill dealing with the question ; if so, when will such Bill be
introduced ? o
Mr. Brunker answered,—The following information has been furnished by the Inspector-General
of Police :—
(1) Only pensions—and gratuities to Police in lieu of pensions.
(2.) Yes.
(8.) The Promier has already expressed his intention of dealing with the matter when making his
Financial Statement,

(7.) Tolla.on Punts on the Northern Rivers :—Mr, Price asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(L.) Ts he aware that great inconvenience is experienced by the residenis on the Northern rivers
in consequence of tolls being charged on punts? ,

(2.) Is 1t his intention to impose tolls on bridges ; if not, will he abolish tolls on punts ; if not,
© what are the reasons for charging tolls in the case of punts and permitting free aceess over

bridges ? . :

Mr. Young answered,—I ean only refer tho Honorable Member to an Anawer I gave to a somowhat

similar Question of his on the 30th June last. :

3. Exvesstoxr oF TnE Rarnway mwro m3E Orrr or Syuney:-—Mr. Ferguson presented n Petition
from certain citizens of Sydoey and Suburbs, seiting forth that the present railway terminus is
wholly inadequate for the large and inereasing traffie, so much so as to be a continuous source of .
danger to the passengers ; that the Railway Commissioners have pointed out this danger; thal two
Royal Commissions and the Public Works Committee Have inquired into the best methods for
extending the railway into the City; that, after full consideration of the various routes aml
schemes, the extension by what is known as the St. James’ Road Scheme was recommended ; and
praying that immediate steps be taken to give effect to this reccommendation by providing the
necessury legislative anthority for earrying out such extension.

Petition received. .

4, HomesTEAD SELECTIONS :—-Mr. Mclaughlin presented a Petition from cerfain selectors and residents
of Unkya and Allgomera, in the Land District of Kompsey, praying that certain concessions be
made to holders of homestead selections, and that such selections in the Bastern Division bo revalued.
Petition reccived.

5. Prrvrrye Comaurrree:—Mr, Gormly, ag Chairman, brought up the Sixth Report from the Printing
Committee.
G.



VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
' 13tk Oclober, 1898,

-

10,

Syo¥Ey A¥p Nontu Svypyer Brmere awvp Tuanway Brun (Formal Motien) ;:—Mr. B, M. Clark
moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to authorise Willlam Kenwood,
his executors, administrators, and assigis, to construct, erect, and maintain a high-level bridge over
the waters of Port Jackson, between the city of Sydney and the borough of North Sydney, and to
construct, maintain, and work a tramway upon and over the said bridge, and upon and over certain
streets and lande in the city of Sydney and the borough of North 8ydney ; and for other purposes
in connection therewith,

. Question put and passed.

PosrroNemeNT :—The Order of the Day for the consideration in Committee of the Whole of the
expediency of bringing in the Early Closing Bill, postponed uatil Tuesday, 15th November.

Tram-rINE Froa BrokKEN Hicn 7o Tarmawixaee :—Mr. Young moved, pursuant to Notice, That
this House appreves of the purchase by the Government from the Tarrawingee Flnx and Tramway
Company (Limited) of the tram-line from Broken Hill to Tarrawingce, together with the two
capacious dams at Thompson's and Maybell sidings, for the sum of £15,000 sterling.

Mr. Barton moved, That this Debate be now adjourned. S
Debate ensued.

Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until Thursday, 20th October.

Prrxrive CoMmrTTek :—Mr, Reid (by consent) woved, without Notice, That, in view of the necessity
of dealing with Papers laid upon the Table, leave be given to the Printing Committec to sit during
this sitting of the House.
uestion put and passed.

Avstratasian FepErarioN :—The Order of the Day having been read, Mr. Deputy-Speaker left the
Chair, and the House resolved itself into o Committes of the Whole to further eonsider the follow-
ing resolutions :—

* Thig House affirms .—

* (L) Its desire that steps should be taken without delay in conjunction with the other Colonies
“ to bring nbont the complction of federal union. :

“ (2.) Its desire that the other Colonies should agreo to reconsider those provisions of the Bill
* most generally objected to in New South Wales, namely :—

“ (a) Representation in the Senate—
* concerning which this House desires to submit for the comnsideration of the other
* Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority at a joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
“ should decide; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by a provision for a
“ National Referendum.

¥ (V) The 87tk Clause, known as the Braddon Clause— :
* coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
* that this Clause should be removed from the Bill.

* (e) The Capital of the Commonwenlth—
“ concerning which this Houso desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
“ that Clausc 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
* of the Federal Capital in such piace within the boundaries of New South Whales as the
“ Federal Parliament may determine.

“(d) The Boundaries of States— ot
“ goneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
‘ that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State
“withont its own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by clause 127, as to the
*representation of States.

“(e) Inland Rivers—
“ coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,

“ that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation should
“ be more clearly safeguarded. °

“(f) HMoney Bills—
“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
‘ that there should be a uniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that provided in

1,

= ““ the case of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Commonwealth.

“ {g) Judicial Appeals from States—
* concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
‘ namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
“ as at present, indiscriminately to either.

“ (3.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and
* just footing—to accept the financial system embodied in the Bill, with the one exception
“ meptioned, this House earnestly invites further inquiry into, and a more thorough consideration
“ of, the financial clauses, regarding as evils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of taxation,
* o prolonged system of bool-keeping, unceriainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided,
“ and uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.”

Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Dick, Temporary Chairman, reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again on Wednesday next,

11,
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11. Mrssagrs FrRoM THE Lrarsnarrve Cousers:~—Mr. Deputy-Speaker reported the following Messages

_ from the Legislative Council :—

(1.) Dogs and Goats Bill :—
Me. SPEARER—

The Legisative Council having this day passed o Bill, intituled “ 4n det /o consolidate the
Acts relating to Dogs and {o Goats,"—presents the same to the Legislative Assembly for its
concurrence.

Legislative Couneil Chamber, ARCHD. H. JACOBR, -
Sydney, 13th October, 1898, Deputy-President.

Bill, on motion of Mr. Brunker, read a first tine.*

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Wednesday next.
(2.) Lunacy Bill:—

Mr. SprikER,— -

The Legislative Council having this day passed & Bill, intituled “ An Act fo consolidate the
law respecting the Insane,’—presents the same to tho Legislative Assembly for its concurrence.
Legislative Council Chamber, - ARCHD. H. JACOBR,

Sydney, 13¢% October, 1898. Deputy-President.

Bill, on motion of Mr. Bruuker, read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Wednesday next.
(8.} Seamen Bill:—
Mr. SPEAKER,—
The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled * An det {a consolidate the
Aects relating to Seamen,”—presents the same to the Legisiative Assembly for its concurrence.

Legislative Couneil Chamber, ARCHD. H. TACOB,
Sydney, 13th October, 1898, ' Deputy-President.

RBill, on motion of Mr. Brunker, read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Wednesday next.

(4.) I'oreign Seamen Bill :—
Mu. SPEAKER,—
The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled * dn Act to consolidate the

laws relating to Foreign Neamen’—presenis the same to the Legislative Assembly for its
COncurrence.

Legislntive Couneil Chamber, : ARCHD. H. TACOB,
Sydney, 184% October, 1898, Deputy-President.
Bill, on motion of Mr. Brunker, read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Wednesday next.
(3.) Small Debts Recovery Bill:—
Mgz, SFEAXER,—
The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ dn Act {0 consolidate

the dets relating to the Recovery of Small Debis in Courls of Petty Sessions,”—prosents the
same to the Legislative Aszembly for its concurrence.

Legislative Council Chamber. ARCHD, II. JACOBR,
Sydney, 13tk October, 1898, Deputy-President.

Bill, on motion of Mr. Brunker, read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read o second time on Wednesday nest.

(6.) Evidence of Parties Bill :—

Mr. SPEAKER,—

The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ An Act fo supplement the
Evidence det, 1898," —presents the same to the Legislative Assembly for its concurrence.

Legislative Council Chamber, ARCHD. H. JACOB,
Sydney, 13th October, 1898, Deputy-President.
Bill, on motion of Mr, Brunker, read a first time. e

Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on 'Wednesday next.

' The House adjourned, at Eleven o’clock, until Tuesday next at Three o'cloek.

P, W. WEBB, WILLTAM McCOURT,

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, ) Deputy-Speaker.




121 L

Pelo _%uqtb Malss.

No. 27.

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THER

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBIY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 18 OCTORER, 1898.

1. The House met pursuant to adjournment.

AnsENCE OF SpEa®ER:—The Clerk informed the House that he had received from Mr. Speaker the
following letter .—

“ My dear Mr. Webb,— “ Tarella, North Sydney, 18th October, 1598,

“ Tt is with extreme regret that T haveto inform you that I am too unwell to take the Chair
“ to-day, I went into town yesterday to consult Dr. MacLaurin and Dr. Kyngdon, who have been
“ attending me, and they gave me the enclosed memorandum. Will you ask the House to give
“ me on this oceasion that generous consideration which 1t has at all times shown to me.

“ Yours faithfully,

“¥. W. Wnnn, Bsq., CM.G, - % J. P, Amrorr.

* Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.”

“ Wg have this day examined the Honorable Sir Joseph P. Abbott, K.C.M.G., and find that heizat
*¢ present unable to perform the duties of his Office, and wo therefore recommend that he abstain
“ altogether from duty for the present week.

« H, N, MacLavriy, MD :
¥ Macquarie-street, Sydney, 17th October, 1898.” “ Frep, H. Krxapor, M.D.

Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursuant to the 22nd
Standing Order of the Hounse.

2. QuUEsTIONY :—

(1) Acting Medical Superintendent at the Coast Hospital:—7r. Edden, for Mr. Arthur Griffith, asked
the Colonial Secretary,— .

(1.) What is the name of the gentleman at present occupying the position of Acting Medical
Superintendent at the Coast Hospital ? .

(2.) What previous experience has this gentleman had in the management of public hospitals or
similar institutions ?

(3.) Is there no medical officor at present in the Public Service qualified to hold the position ?

(4) Why has a gentleman outside the Service been selected ?

Mr. Bruoker answered,—The following information has been supplied by the Chief Medical
Officer of the Government:—

(1.) John Norman Elmslie Maelennan,

(2.) None.

(3.) Every medical officer in the Service is qualified fo take up this duty temporarily.

(4} A gentleman outside the Service was requested to-take up this duty temporarily, because, had

one already in possession of a post been directed to do so, that post would have had to be filled
temporarily,

(2.) Inoculation for Tick Fever :—3fr. Perry, for Mr. Ewing, asked the Secretary for Mines,—When
%vill hg be i a position to inform the House of the action he intends to take »¢ inoculation for tick
ever ?

Mr. Brunker anwered,—Within a few weeks.

(3.} The Coast Hospital :—2r. James Thomson, for Mr. Dacey, asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.} Ts he aware that a number of both the male and nursing staffs of the Coast Hospital received »
no salary at the commencement of this month, nor any notification as to why their salaries were
stopped ? .
(2.) T it a fact that these salaries were stopped on the ground that the persons to whom they
were due have been more than three days off duty on sick leave during the year ?
. (3)

*!
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(3.} Is he aware that some of the male staff whose salaries have been stopped without any notice
arc married men with families, and that several of the nurses have parents and other relatives
dependent on them ?

{4.) Ts-it his intention that nurses and others in the Public Service, whose duties bring them
constantly inte contact with contagious diseases, shall, when they econtract these diseascs, be
punished therefor by having their salaries stopped ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The Chief Medical Officer has furnished me with the following replies:—
(1) No; all were notified,

(2.) No.

(3.) No; but probably that is the case.

(4.) No.

(4.) Employment for men in the Deniliquin District :—Mr, Chanter asked the Secretary for Lands,—
(1.} Is he aware that, in consequence of the severe drought still existent in the Deniliquin District,
a large number of men aro unable to obtain employment ?
(2.) Will he give instructions that forest-thinning in the disirict be again proceeded with, and
thus utilise the unemployed on this reproductive work ?
(3.) Will he alse provide that the unemployed resident in the distriet shall have preference over
those from Sydney and other parts of the Colony who have grealer facilities for obtaining
legitimate employment ?

My, Brunker answered,— ‘

(1.) 7 regret to learn that such is the case, more especially as other parts of the Colony are
suffering from the same causc.

{2.) The Vote is practically exhausted, and, therefore, employment on the class of work referred
to by the Honorable Member cannot at present be proceeded with,

(8.) The question will receive due consideration should it-be decided to provide funds to proceed
with this work.

(5.) Cost of Defence of the Colony:—Mr. Edden, for Mr. Arthur Griffith, asked the Colonial
Secretary,— )
(1.) What was the total amount voted on the Iast Estimates for purposes of defence, ineclusive of
the sums paid towards the maintenance of the Imperial Squadron, the defence of Albany and
Thursday laland, and all other sources of expenditure under the above head ?
(2) Is 1t a fact that this sum oxceeds that paid for the same purpose by the whole of the other
#ix colonies of Australasia?
(8.) Is he aware that there are more officers on the Militsry Establishment in receipt of £500 per
annum and upwards than in the Depariment of Lands, Department of Public Works, Department
of Mines, the Treasury, Department of Public Instruction, or the Post and Telegraph Department ?
{4.) Will he base the expenditure of the Military Establishment for the coming year on the
promise he made to the House, when dobating the last Estimates, that there would be n substantial
reduction on last year’s expenditure ? -
(5.) Will he sce that this substantial reduction falls en the highly-paid officers of the Permanent
Forces, and not, as on o former oceasion, on the partially-paid or Volunteer Forces ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—As the information asked for will entail considerable time and labour in
itz preparation, I shall be glad if the Honorable Member will move for a return, when the
. necessary steps will be taken for furnishing it. :

(6.} Gold Leases :—Mr. Waddell asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Xas he come to a decision yet with reference to granting gold leases of river beds ?
(2.) If so, what decision has he arrived at ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—Yes; it has been decided to grant dredging leazes for gold in the bed
of strenms running through Crown lands.

(7.} Employees of the (Government Printing Office:—M». Perry, for Mr. Copeland, asked the
Colonial Treasurer,— :
(1.) Is he aware that, although the Public Service Board have incrcased the anmual leave of
Grovernment Printing Office employees from one to two weeks (the same as granted to the clerks
of the Service), they have rendered the concession nugatory by requiring the printers to work
forty-six hours extra each year without pay, and, in default of their working this extra time, they
will have forty-six hours’ pay deducted at overtime rates ?
(2.) Will he take steps {o have the printing employees treated in the same manner as the clerical
branch of the Service ?

Mr. Reid answered,——The necessary informstion cannot be satisfactorily given by way of answor
to these qnestions; and T would therefore suggest that the Honorahle Member mave for the papers.
1t must be remembered that the officers of the Government Printing Office have an advantage
over the clerical siaff, innamuch as they are entitled,—with the exception of course of the forty-six
hours referred to in the Regnlations,—to charge overtime whenever they work beyond the usual
hours ; wherens the officers of the Clerical Division are only allowed overtime under very
exceptional circumstances, The papers, however, fully disclose the reasons for adepting the Regu-
lations now in force.

2, Mozt's Dock axp Excingrrive Compaxy (Limitep) Biny :—-Mr. Hawthorne presented a Petition
from Iflora Rodger, wife of James Rodger, of Mort-strect, Balmain, representing that she is the
awner of property in Mort-strect, Balmain, which s proposed to be closed by this Bill, and praying
the Heuse to reject the Bill, or so amend it that the Company should provide compensation
for any loss incurred by the Petitioner ; and also for leave to appear by counsel or attorney before
the Select Committee now sitting on the Bill.

Petition received. 4.
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4. Syoxpy axp Nortn Sypxer Briner ast Tramway Bron:—Mr B M. Clark having, pursuant to
leave granted on 13th Oclober, 1898, presented thia Bill. and produced a certificate of the payment
of the sum of Twentv-five pounds to the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Colony,
Bill, intituled ** A Bill 10 authorise William Kenwood, his executors, adminisirators, and assigns fo
consiruct, erect, and maintain a high-level bridge over the waters of Porl Juckson, between the city of
Sydney and the borough of North Sydney, and to construet, maintain, and work a trawmway upon and
aver the snid bridge, and wpon and over cortain strects and lands in the city of Sydney and the borough
of North Sydney ; and for other purposes in connection therewith,”—read a first lime.

5. I'avrrs:—Mr. Reid laid upon the Table,—
(1.) Retura to an Order, made on 20th September, 1895— Coal-laden Sailing Veasels from New-
* eagtle lost at Sea”
(2.) Statement of Payments made from the Treasurer’s Advanee Aceount during September, 1898.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

6. Prrstive Comyurrer:—Mr. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the Seventh Report from the Printing
Committee,

7. Posrroxnarxt:—The Order of the Day for the sccond reading of the Mining Laws Amendment
Bill postponed until Tuesday, 1st November.

8. Avpryour~ymust:—DMr. Deputy-Speaker stated that he had received from the Honorable Member
for The Lachlan, Mr. Carroll, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that he desired to move the
adjournment of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz—~"The
“ necessity for resuming the main stock routes and camping reserves of the Colony, with the view
* of providing better nccommodation for travelling stock and teamsters.”

And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honoralble
Members,—

My. Carroll moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

(Question put and negatived.

9. Coumyirrer oF ELECTIONS aAxD Quavrirrcatroxs (Jlection Petition—O Reily v. Ferris— Parra-
mafia) :—Mr. Suitor, as Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upon the Table the
Minutes of Proeceedings of, and Evidence taken before the Committes of Electionz and Qualifi-
entions, to whom wns referred, on 6th September, 1898, the Petition of Dowell Philip O'Reilly
against the return of William John Ferris, Esquire, as Member for the Electoral District of
Parramatta.

And the said Report was vead at length by the Clerk, by direetion of Mr. Deputy-Speaker, as
follows :—

“ The Committee of Elections and Qualifications, duly appointed on 17th Aungust, 1598, to
“ whom was referred on Gth September, 1898, a Petition from DDowell Philip (FReilly, against the
¢ return of William John Ferris, Esquire, as Member for the Electoral Distriet of Parramatta,
“ have determined and do herehy declare:—

* 1. That, in view of the many gross irregularities appearing by the serutiny of the votes,
¢ the Xlection for the Electoral District of Parramatta is wholly void.

“ 2. That the Petition of Dowell Philip O'Reilly is not {rivolousnor vexatious,

“ 8. That the Committee mnke no award as to costs,

* No. 3 Commitlee Room, “«1n, B. SUTTOR,
“ Legislative dssembly, 18¢h October, 18987 * Chairman.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker staied that, under the authority of the Report of the Committee of Elections
and Qualifications, just read, a new Writ would issue.

10. Barx Hormpavs Aor AMENoMENT Binn:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. Arthur
Griffith moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensned.
Question put.
The House divided.

Ayes, 84, Noes, 37,

Mr. Gook,

M. Thomus,

Mr. Dacey, -

Mr. Cottou,

Mr. Hughes,

Mr. Meagher,

Mur. Emith,

Mr. James Thomson,
Mr. Lees,

Mr. Levien,

Mr. Ross,

Mr. Waddell,

Mr. Iolinen,

Mr. Watzon,

Mr. Avthur Griflith,
Mr. Jessep,

My Faw,

Mr. Maore,

Mr, Thomas Brown,
Mr. Aveiiar,

Mr. Huarris, '

Mr. Rigg,

Mr. Mclean,

Mr. Nobbs,

Mr. Thomas Clarke,
Mr. Cann,

Mr. Howarth,

Mr. Edden,

Mr. Anderson,

e, Tervy,

Mr. Ashton,

Mr. Austin Chapman.

ilers,

* Mr. Haynes,
M. Fegan,

My, Mawthoroe,
I’r. Ross,

Mr. Wright,

Mr, David Davis,
Mr. SBee,

Mr. Barlon,

Mr. Perry,

Mr. Rose,

Mr. O'Conor,
Mr. Lce,

Mr. Dight,

Me. Willis,

Mr. Lyne,

Mr. Pyers,

Mr, Henry Clarke,
Mr. Richards,
My, 1lucley,

My, Byrne,

Mr. Melarlane,
Mr. Corrall,

Dr. Grahawm,

My, Molesworth,
Mr. Whiddon,
Alr. W, WV, Davis,
Mr. Quinn,

Mr. Copeland,
Mr. Hogue,

Mr, Piddington,
Mr. Cohen,

My, Affleck,

Mr. Herguson,
Mr. Gormly,

Mr. Morgan, - R
Mr. Reid,

Mr. Branker.

Tei’"-’er.v,

Mr. Weod,
Me. Sprugon,

And so it passed in the negative.
On motion of Mr. Griffith, the Order of the Day was discharged.
Ordered, that the Bill be withdrawn, 11.
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11. Carrrar PoxiswMEST ABOniTIoN BiLn:—The Order of the Day having been read,—Mr. Haynes
moved, That this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Mr. Barton moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.
Question put and passed.
Ordered, that the Debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 1st November.

12, AprourNmeNr:—Mr. Brunker moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at six minutes after Eleven o'clock, until To.morrow at
Three o'clock.

F. W. WEBB, WILLTAM McCOURT,
Olerk of the Legislative Assembly. : Deputy-Speaker.
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WEDNESDAY, 19 OCPTOBER, 1898,
The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Clerk informed the House that Mr. Speaker was unavoidably absent, in consequence of continhed
illness.
Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursuant to tho 22nd
Standing Order of the Fouse.

Cosrmirree or BLecTIons awp Quatirrcarions :—Mr. Deputy-Speaker informed the House that
he had received a letter from Jobn Cash Neild, Esquire, addressed to the Speaker, resigning his
seat as a Member of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.

QUESTIONS :— .

(1.) Esaminer of Candidates as Masters and Mates :—Mr. Smith asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(L) 1s he aware that the Examiner of Candidates for Certificates of Competency as Masters and
Mates in the Merchant Services computes his own problems for such eandidates to work out ?
(2.) 1s he aware that it iz the custom at all British and Colonial ports where examinations are
leld that all problems are received on sheets furnished by the Board of Trade, for candidates to
work out (Sydney being the only exeeption) ?

(8.) Is he aware that many obstacles are pluced in the way of candidates passing their examinations,
.., by denying them access to books and tables allowed at other ports where ozaminations are
held and permitted by the Board of Trade Regulations ? :

{4.) Will he give the nceessary instructions to secure the adoption by the Local zaminer in
Navigation of the sheets of problems for examinees issued by the Board of Trade? '

(5.) Will he see that every facility is given to examinees fo obtain all books and tables allewed by
the Board of Trade Regulations ? .

Mr. Reid answered,—

(1.) I am informed that such is the case.

(2.) The Marine Board is not aware what the general praetice is, but the Board of Trade ouly
gend examination papers to Sydney when they are applied for.

(3.) Such iz not the case. Candidates are offercd every facility in Sydoey, and are allowed to use

uny tables they think fit, in accordance with the Board of Trade Regulations.

{4.) Specific mstructions are not nceessary, The Local Examiner is guided altogether by the
Bourd of Trade practice, and the papers he prepares are preciscly similar to those supplied by the
Board of T'rade, oxcept that the answers Lere arc not getatable.

(5.} Books containing rules are not allowed by the Board of Trade. If they were, the candidate
would be able to work the problems without knowing the rules mentally.

(2.} Trustee of National Avt Gallery :— 2, Chanter, for Mr. Price, asked the Minister of Public
Instruction,— ,
(é.) What was the date of Mr. Julian Ashton's appointment as a trustee of the National Arg

allery ?

(2.} Since Mr. Ashton's appointment as & member of the Trust, what ia the total amount paid to
him for pictures purchased by that Lrust ?
(3.) Is Mr. Ashton, the trustee, an eshibiting member of the Socieiy of Artists, » body recently
formed in Sydney ?
(4.) Has a Jandscape by M1, Ashton been recently purchased by the trustees, of which Mr. Ashton
13 one, from the Society of Artists’ exhibition for the sum of {ifty guineas?
Mr. Hogue answered,~—
(1) 2nd January, 1889,
{2.) £588 5s.
(3.) Yes.
(4.) No. (8.

A



126

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LFGISLATIVE ASSIMBLY,
19¢7% Ocfolier, 1808,

(3.) Road from Barrington Bridge to Rocky Crossing :—Afr. Chanter, for Mr. Price, asked the
Secretary for Pablie Works,—
(1) Is he aware that the road, Barrington Bridge to Rocky Crossing, has been left in an impassable
state for three years ; if o, what are the rcasons for the neglect of this work ?
(2.) What is the reason for delaying the establishment of this road, and who is responsible ?
(3.) Is he aware thaf this is the only road open to the large number of Crown tenanis living on
the west side of the Barrington River ¥
(4.) In view of the great loss and incouvenience caused by the delay in carrying outb this work,
will hie be good enough to take immediate steps for the construction of a traflicable road ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—71le road, Barrington Bridge to Rocky Crossing, not baving ‘been
established by the Lands Department, T am unable to take the steps suggested by the Honorable
Member.

(4.) Oyster Leases at Port Stephens :— M. Chanter, for Mr. Price, asked the Colonial Secretary,—

(L) Ts he aware that some of the applications made for oyster leases at Port Stepheus about twe
years since have not yet been issued ?
(2.) Who is responsible for the delay, and what reasons havo been furnished in reference to same ?
(3) Is he aware that great loss and inconvenience have resulted to the applicants through such
delny ; and will he be good enough to take steps to cnsure greater expedition in dealing with oystex
leases and other matters in connection with the Fisheries Department?

Mr, Brunker answered,—In consequence of the nbsence of the Inspector of Iisheries, it is
impossible to furnish the information for which the Honorable Member asks to-day ; but I may be
permitted to state that I do not understand how any delay conld have occurred in the issue of
these lenscs. They are presented to me regularly, and they arve the first thing that T attend to in
connection with the work before me. They are not detained longer than is necessary for
signature. My reason for dealing with them in that way is that cowplaints were made when I
first entered the Department as to delay in this matter, and 1 lave endeavoured to avert the
diffieulty ever since.

(5.) Roads in the Newcastle Division of the Gloucester Electorate :—Mr. Clanter, for Mr. Price,
asked the Sccretary for Public Worke,—
(1.) Who is responsible for the impassable condition of the roads in the Newcastle Division of the
Gloucester Electorate ?
(2.) T8 it a fact that the recommendations of the local officers have not been carried out; if so, who
ie respongible for such action ?
(3.) Hare reductions been made in the amounts recommended for various roads, and have works
recommended been held over; if so, by whose authority, and for what reason ?
(4.) Is it a fact that the staff of the Newcastle Roads Office is too limited to successfully carry
out the work of the district; if so, will he be good emongh to rearrange the Districts, so as to
place the whole of the Gloucester Electorate Rond District under the road engineers at present in
charge of the Manning and Stroud Disiricts ?
(5.) Is he awnre that great inconvenience and loss are experienced by the seleetors and others in
consequence of the condition of the roads referred to ?
My, Brunker auswered,—1 am not awave that the roads in the Neweastle Division of the Gloucester
Tlectorate are impassable. The distriet has quite recently been inspected by one of the Distriet
Engineers of this Department, and his report is now nnder consideration.

(6.) Roads in the Maitland portion of the Gloucestor Electorate :—2fr. Chantor, for Mr. Price, asked
the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) Who is responsible for the neglect in carrying out necessary works on the roads in the Mait-
land portion of the Gloucester Blectorate ?
(2.) Have the recommendations of the loeal officers been carried out ; if not, what were the reasons
for the reduction of the amounts recommended ?
(8.) Will he make ample provision for carrying out the works referred to?
My, Brunker answered,—1t is impossible to furnish this information, because no complaints have
been received, bus inquiry will be made for the purpose of letfing the Honorable Member know
whether it is possible to take any steps to relieve him of the difficully which he scems to be under
with regard to this portion of his electorate.

(7.) Road from Moonanbrook to Nundle:—Mr. Chanfer, for Mr. Price, asked the S8eeretary for Publie
Works,—
(1.) Ts he aware that the local engineer has not visited the mail road, Moonanbrook to Nundle, for
over twelve months ; if ro, what are his reasons for the negleet of this road ?
(2.) Tsit a fact that the road heyond Campbell’s 1Till cutting is almost impassable ?
(3.) Will he send a competent oflicer from the JXead Office to report on this road ?
(4.) Ts he aware that the Crown derives a large revenue from selectors and others who use this
road ; and is this road the only outlet for selectors on the Barnard ?
(5.) Will he inquire if the local engincer s unable, in consequence of the insufficiency of his staff,
to attend fo this work; and, if so, will he give hini any addifional assisiance necessary Lo carry out
his duties ?
(6.) Will he make the necessary provisions for the improvement of this road ?
My. Brunker answered, —L am not aware of the complaints made by the Honorable Member, but
will have the matter ingnired into.

(8.) Supply of Antidote for Snake-bitc to Teachers of Country Schools:—Mr. Rose asked the
Minister for Public Instruction,—Will he consider the advisableness of supplying teachers of
country schools with a supply of antidote for snake-Dite ?

Mr.

c
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Mr. Hogue answered,— When medical authoritics are agreed as to what is the antidote for snake-
bite I shall be glad to consider the question of forwarding the same to the public school teachers.
I may mention that some very useful pamphlets have been recently compiled by the Board of
Icalth giving dircetions for the treatment of snake-bite and sunstroke and kindred complaints,
and that copies cf these pamphlets have been supplied to all the public schools,

(9.) Appointment of Registrar-Greneral :—Mr. 1. M. Clark asked the Colonial f'reasurer,—
(1) Is it a fact that Mr. W. G. Hayes-Williams, the recently-appointed Registrar-General, was
not an applicant for the position; and, if zo, upon whose recommendation-or request was the
appeintment, made ?
(2.) Is it a fact that a nomber of applications for this position were received by the Public Service
Board ; and, it so, how many ?
(3.) Were any inguiries made as to the qualifications of these applicants in comparison with
Mr. Williams ?

" {(4.) Has he any objection to Jay upon the Table ol this Tlouse the names and particulars of
applications received in regard to this appointment ?

M. Lec answered,—The Public Service Board have furnished me with the following information,
namely :—

(1.} Mr. Hayes-Williams did not make wpplication ; the appointment was made on the recom-
mendation of the Public Service Board.

{2.) Yes; nine.

(3.) The fullest inquiries were made into the whole matter.

(4.) 1 have no objection ; but as it way not be desirabie, in the interests of the applicants, to make
their applications public, I would suggest that the Honorable Member be satisfied with seeing the
applieations, which T shall be pleased to let him see.

(10.) Accident at the Strand Electric Lighting Works :—Mr, B. M. Clark asked the Minister of
Public Instruction,—
(1.} Hasan lnspector under the Shops and IMactories Act made any reportin regard to the late
serious aceident ot the Strand Electrie Lighting 'Works, by which a lad named Erwin lost hislife ?
(2.) HMaveany recommendations been made in regard 0 an efficient covering to prevent occurrences
of the kind in future ; and, if so, what provisions have been made to give effect to the same.
{3.) Has it hecn the custom previous to this accident to make inspeetions of works of the kind
referred to, and were any reports received as o thc dangers of such ?
(4.) Have any procecdings been instituted since the accident referred to against the Strand Eleetrie
Lighting Company, or any similar company, for violation of the provisions of the Shops and
Factories Act?

Mr. Hogue answered,—

(1.) Yes. .

(2.} Yes, and are being carried out.

(3.) They were not included in the regular course of inspection, but were reported on with o view
to inclusion,

(4.) No.

(11.) Returning Officer for the Macquarie Electorate:—Mr. Hurley asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) What emoluments does the Retnrning Officer for the Eleetorate of Macymaric receive from
the Government for his gervices in the capacity of Returning Officer at a Geeneral Election ?

(2.) What amount has the Grovernment paid, including all expense, in connection with the General
Election on the 27th July, 1898, for the Blectorate of Macquarie ? -

Mr. Brunker answered,—I4 is impossible to furnish this information at the present time, as all the
vouchers have not been received from the Returning Officer in adjustment of the advance made.
As goon as they are received, it shall be supplied.

{12) Cost of English Cement:—Mr. Rose asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) What price was quoted to him for English cement ?
(2.) What 1s the difference between the laid down cost of the imported article and that of New
Soath Wales manufacture ? ,

Mr, Brunker :mswered,f :

(1.) 10s. 4d. per cask, c.i.f. Sydney, and 3d. per cask extra to be paid if rivers Elbe and Oste be
frozen. )

(2.) T am unabie to say, as the last time tenders were invited for cemnent there was no quotation .
for New South Wales manufacture. I understand the price of local cement is now from 12s. 6d.
to 13s. 6d. per cask,

(13.) Payment of the Land Tax :—Mr. Rose asked the Colonia] Treasurer,—In consideration of the
serious losses entailed on landowners in drought-stricken districts, will he introduce legiglation for
the purpose of suspending the payment of land taxation by such landowners ?

Mr. Reid answered, —New legislation s uunecessary, as each case of undoubted hardship can be
and is now dealt with on its werits, and an extension of time for payment allowed when adenuatbe
eanse is shown.

(14.) Junior Clexks in the Public Service :-—Mr. O’Sullivan asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Xeferring
to the Public Service Regulation, gazetted 4th October, providing that junior clerks 21 years of
age should be paid not less than £100 o year, will he bring beforc the Board the advisability of
extending this provision for a living wage to the 21-year-old employecs of the General Division in
the Post Olfice, Government Printing Office, and clsewhere ?

Mr. ]

mr



128

VOTES Al\"D PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
19¢% October, 1898,

M. Reid answered,—The Regulation referred to has reference 1o officers who have entered the
Service after passing a severe competitive examination. TE the employces of the General Division
referred to pass the same examination, and oblain uppoiniment to the Clerieal Division, they will get
tho benefit of the Regulations. 1t is impossible to give ofticers who are doing boys’ work the salary
mentioned, It is well known that there arc messengers in the Telegraph Department who entered
the Service as boys, and still remain to do boys' work, when their places could well be filled by lads.
Al the messengers stated to be eapable of doing better work were recently subjected by the Board
to n simple examination to test their qualifications, and those who passed received immediate
Ta increases of salary, and will get further advancement as oppertunity offers.

R (15.) Erection of a Drill Hall:—Mr. O'Sullivan asked the Colonial Secretary,——Will he take
into consideration the desirability of erecting a drill hall in a ceniral position in the city for the
convenience of volunteers who live at n distance from the military barracks ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—This matter is now being considercd.  Some delay has oceurred owing to
a diffienlty in securing a suitable site.

(16.) Free Transmission of Publications through the Posi:— Mr. MeLcan, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitz-
patrick, asked the Postmaster-General,—
(1) Ts he aware that a great number of publications are allowed 1o pass free through the post
which are merely advertising and trade cireulars, and which possess none of the essentials which go
to make up a newspaper ?
(2.) Will he make more stringent the regulations relating to registration for free transmission
through the post of publications which claim fo be newspapers, so that those of the character
above referred to may be debarred the privilege ?

" Mr. Parkes answered,—

' (1.) No newspapers are registered as entitled to free transmission which do not conform strictly

to the conditions preseribed by sections 3, 4, 5, of 56 Vietoria, No. 3L !

(2.) More stringent regulations can only be imposed by an amendment of the law.

(17.) Interest on amounts paid by Stock Inspectors to the Superannuation Fund :—Mr. Chanter
asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Referring to previous Questions, will he now state if he has decided to refund stock inspectors
interest on the amounts paid by them info the Superannuation Fund ?
(2.) 1f so, when will the amounts be paid 7

Mr, Cook answered,—This matter is receiving tlhe attention of the Government, and it is expecied
that a determivation wlll be arrived at shortly, of which I will apprise the Honerable Member.

(18.) Flood mitigation in the Hunter Valley :-—Mr. Fegan, for Mr. Bennett, asked the Secretary for
Public Warks,—In view of the promise made ab Hinton, some six wecks ago, by the Honorable
the Colonial Secretary, that the Ministry would immediately consider the question of flond
miligation in the Hunter Valley, will he state whether a Royal Commission has been appointed
to deal with the matier ; if not, will steps be taken at an early date to appoint one?

My, Brunker answered,—No additional information can be afforded beyond that given to the
Honorable Member for Gloucester, in reply to a similar Question last woek.

(19.) Manufacture of Margarine in Syduney :—#r. Perry, for Mr Bennett, asked the Colonial

Treasurer,— ' ‘
(1) Has his attention been directed to the wholesale manufacture of margarine in Sydaey ?
(2.) Ts ho aware—(a) that, as the result of a recent inspection at one factory, » machine was at
work capable of treating 8 tons of fat per day; (&) that between 15 and 20 tons of this compound

@ are sold every week in Sydney and suburbs as butter of the Dbest brands; (¢) that at one factory

Lo 600 butter-boxes, bearing the brands of such reputable butter factories as the * Heatherbell,”
“ Rosebud,” * Duckenfield,” &e., were discovered on the premises ? -
(3) In view of the great importance of the dairying industry in this Colony, will he take steps to
enforce the law so as to protect the public, and also the genuine butter manufacturers, from the
competition of such compounds as margarine and butterine, by compeiling the manufactorers and
sellers of these articles to brand: them as such ; and will he further see to the protection of public
health by having these factories inspected, and the fat used tested, to see that it is fit for human
consnmyption, and that it is not obtained from establishments where diseased animals are boiled

Ly down ?
Ry ¥ Mr. Reid answered,—
C (1) Yes. .

(2.) (), Ko: (&), No; (¢}, No. Buta much smaller number of boxes bearing these brands was
discovered at threc factories.
(8.) The factories have been inspected, and will continue to be inspected, by the local anthorities
for the districts within whieh they stand. But the fat used is, neeessarily for tho proeess of
mannfacture, perfectly fresh caul fat only. Fat obtaived from establishments where diseased
animals are boiled down would be entirely useless.

4, Niwr or “TRooxwoon” :—Mr. Nabbs presented o Petition from certain property-owners of the
Borough of Rookwaod, praying that no change of name of that Borough be permitted except upon
the request of a majority of property.owners, and at their expense.

Petition received.

5. Suwpay Traprye Binn:—Mr. MeLenn presenied a Petition from His Grace the Archbishop of
Syduey, as Chairman of the Conneil of Churches, protesting against any alteration of the law that
will open public bouses on Sunday, and give inereascd facilities for Sunday trading; and praying
the House to withhold its consent to the introduction of the Sunday Trading Bill,

Petition received. : G,
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6. PosrroxeymEsrs :—The following Orders of the Day postponed :—
(1.) Saywell's Tramway and Eleetric Lighting Bill (ns amended and agreed to in Select Commiltee)
gecond reading ;—until Tnesday, 15th Navember. .
(2.} City and North Sydney Conmection Bill (as amended and agresd 1o in Selert Committee) ;
second reading ;—until Tuesday, 1st Navember, : :
(3.) Sunday Trading Bill :—Consideration in Committee of the Whole of the expediency of
bringing in the Bill ;—uutil Tuesday, 13th December,

7. Averranastan Fropratiox ;—The Order of the Day having been read, Mr, Deputy-Speaker left the
Chair, and the Honse resolved itself into a Comwittee of the Whele to further consider the 2y
following resolutions :— R
“ This IHouse aftirms,—
“(1.) Yts desive that steps should be faken withont delay in conjunction with the other Colonies
“ to bring ubout the completion of federal nnion.
“ (2.) Ifs desire that the other Colonies should agree to reconsider those provisions of the Bill
“ most generally objected to in New South Wales, namely : —
“(n) Kepresenfalion in the Senate— '
“ concerning which this Flonse desives to snbmit for the consideration of the other
" Culonies, that, il equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority ab a joint sitting of both Fouses should be removed, and that a simple majority
“ should deeide ; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by a provision for a
“ National Referendum.
“(b) The 8Ttk Clause, known as the Braddon Olause— -
* concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
* that this Clause should be removed from the Bill.
“ (¢) The Capital of the Commonwealth— : =
‘ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colomies,
“ that Clause 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
“ of the Federal Capital in such place wit}win the boundaries of New South Wales as the
* Federal Parliament may determine.
“(d) PThe Bounduries of States—
* goncerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State
“ without its own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by Clause 127, as to the
“ representation of States.
“ (&) Inland Rivers— .
* coneerning whieh this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the use of inland  rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation should
“ be more clearly safegunarded.
“(f) Money Bills—
“ eanecerning which this House desires to enbmit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that there should be a nniform practiee in respect to such Bills, namely, that provided in
* the ease of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Commonwealth.
“{(g) Judicial Appeals from Stetes— -
““ oncerning whieh this House desires to submit for the consideration of the cther Colonies, -
“ that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the Siates should be made uniform,
“ namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
* s at present, indiseriminately to either.
“ (3.} Although prepared, for the sake of union—it it be placed in other respeels upon a fair and
“ just footing—to accept the financial system emnbodied in the Bill, with the one exception
* mentioned, this House earnestly invites further inquiry into, and a more thorough consideration
‘ of, the financial clauses, recarding ag evils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of taxation,
“a prolonged system of book-keeping, uuncertainly as to the amount of the surplus to be divided, (-
‘ and uncertainty as to the method of distribunting it ammong the States.”
Mr. Deputy-8peaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Dick, Temporary Chairtnan, reported progress,
and obtained leave to it again To-morrow.

8. ApjourNmENT:—DMMr. Brunker moved, That this House do now adjourn,
Debate ensued.

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,—
THURSDAY, 20 OCTORER, 1898, a.ar. .
Question put and passed. ‘ S

'l‘hehHouse adjourned accordingly, at eight minntes after Twelve o’clock am., until Three o’clock pan.
This Day. '

I W, WEBB, . WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Deputy-Speaker,
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FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

- THURSDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 1898, ‘

1. The House met pursuant to sdjournment.

The Clerk informed the House that Mr. Speaker was siill unavoidably absent, in consequence of
illness,

‘Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursnant to the 22nd
Standing Order of the House. :

2. ComMirTEE OF ERRCTIONS AND QuaniricaTroxs :—Mr. Deputy-Speaker, pursuznt to the require-
ments of the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections. Act of 1893, laid upon the Table
Mr. Speaker's warrant appomnting Samuel ‘Wilkinson Moore, Esquire, to be a Member of the
Committee of Elections and Qualifications for the present Session, of which the- following is a
copy (— . -
“ By the Honorable the Spealer of the Legislative Assembly
“of New South Wales.

 PursuaxtT to the power in that behalf vested in me, as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of

*“ New South Wales, by the Parliamentary Electorates and Fleetions Aet of 1893, I do hereby °
 appoint— .
 Bamuel Wilkinson Moare, Esquire,

“bemng a Member of the said Assembly, to be a Member of the Committee of Elections and
“* Qualifications in the said Act referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly dforesaid,
“ in room of John Cash Neild, Esquire, resigued.

** Given under my Hand, at the Legislative Assembly Chamber, Macquarie-street, Sydney,
“ this twentieth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
“ and ninety-eight,
“J. P. ABBOTT,
“ Speaker.”

8. TrvPoRARY CHAIRMAN OF Comuirtrrs:—Mr. Deputy-Speaker informed the Iouse that, pursuant

to Standing Order No. 28, Mr. Speaker had appointed John Lionel Fegan, Esquire, to act as a

Temporary Chairman of Committees during the present Scssion, in the room of Dugald Thomson,
Esquire, who had resigned that office.

4, QUESTIONS :— .
(1.) Municipalities Bill :~~M7. Hussall, for Mr. Ewing, asked the Colonial Seeretary,—Can he inform
the Honse when the proposed Bill dealing with munteipalities will be introduced ¢
Mr. Brunker answered,—T cannot say at present.

{2} Lessons on Australian Mammals and Birds:—Dr. Ross asked the Minister of Public
Instruetion,—

(1.) Isita fact that lessons on Australian animals are not required by the standard of proficiency ?
(2.) Will he sce that lessons are given in Public Schools on Australian mammals and birds ?

(3.) Will he see thatlessons are given on the new cromo-lithograph charts of snakes and treatment
of snake-bite ?

Mr, Hogue answered,—
(1 and 2.) Object lessons in these subjects are given in the schools.
(3.) Charts and pamphlets on treatment of snake-bites have been supplied to all Public Schaols,

32
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(3.) Payment of the Land Tax:—Mr. Rose asked the Colonial Treasurer,— )
(1.) In reference to the information given to Mr. Rose touching the extension of fime to land-
owners in drought-stricken districts for paying the land tax, will such landowners have to apply to
the Land Tax Cowmissioners or to the Colonial Treasurer to obtain such extension ?
(2.} Will such applicants be exempt: from paying fines now levied on overdue payments ?
Mr, Reid answered,— ’
(1.) Applications should be made to the Commissioners of Taxation,
(2.) Any concession that may be granted will extend to the fine as well as to the amount of the
tax. It may be added thai in cach case satiefactory evidenco in support of the claim for relief
must be furnished.

(4.) Rookwood Cemetery :—Mr. Nobbs asked the Minister of Justice,—
{1.) What are the names of the trustees and secrelarics of the various denominational cemeteries
of the Necropolis, Rookwood ? ‘
(2.) What are thc amounts of allowances, salaries, &c., paid to each of the above?
(3.) The addresses of offices of such trustees and secrctaries, and the amounts paid for rent for

each ?
{4) The names and salaries of cemetery managers, distinguishing those residing within their
management ?

(5.) The names and salaries of clerks to managers ? .

(6.) The number of labourers employed in each denominational ground, and if preference is given
to residents within the distriet ?

(7.) Must masons, undertakers, &e., atbend offices in Sydney for permits before commencing work
at or upon graves ? ‘

(8.) Can payment be mado at Necropolis for graves; if so, have receipts to be obtained from offices
in Sydney for such payments, or what is the usual course ?

Mr. Lee answered,—I will lay the information desired upon the Table in the form of a return at
an early date.

(5.) Main Rond, Dudley, Neweastle District :—Mr. B3dden asked the Secretary for Lands,—Have
any steps been taken by the Lands Department to resume Iand necessary for the continuance of
the main road running through Dudley, Newcastle District, down to the ocean beach?

Mr, Brunker suswered,—Yes. Notice to persons concerned of the intention of the Crown to
resume land for this road was published in the Government Gazetiz a monih ago; and the time
allowed by law for lodging objections having now cxpired, further action in the matter will at once
be taken.

(6.) Tera Bore —AMr. Hassall, Tor Mr. W. W, Davis, asked the Secretary for Mines,—
{L.) How long has it been known to the Department that the flow of water hias been decreasing at
Pera Bore settlement ?
(2.) How many thousand gallons per day has it decreased ?
(3.} Why were not the eettlers informed of such decrease, instead of allowing them to increare
their areas under cultivation P :
(4.} Isit the intention of the Department to take steps to increase the flow ?

Mr, Cook answered,—

{1.) Less than a fortnight.

(2.) Ttis estimated that there is a diminution of 226,000 gallons per day, but this may be accounted
for by some obstruction in the bore which ean be easily removed.

(3.} There was nothing to warrant the Department faking any such aciion. The decrease, it is
expected, is only of a temporary nature.

(4.) Yes; inquiry is being made on this point.

(7.) Inoculation against Tick Fever:—Dr. Ross asked the Seeretary for Mines,—In the event
of incculation proving a cure or preventative against the tick fever, is it the intention of the
Government to carry 1t into operation during the tropical heat of summer, when the thermometer
ranges from 100 degrees upwards; or is it intended to bring it into operation during the cool
months of winter ; or how is it intended to give it effect, and when ?

Myr. Cook answered,—It is the intention of the Government, with a view Lo make preparations for
carrying out a system of protective inoculation against tick fever, fo conduct experiments in
the districts where the system will be initiated. ‘Lhe result of thesc will furmish a guide as to hew
far the operations should now be carried into effect, or whether it would be advisable to defer
them until the cool months of winter.

{8.) Appointments in the Customs Department :—Mr. . M. Clark asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(L.} Were applications invited lately for twelve searchers for the Customs Department ?
(2.) How many applications were received for these positions P
{3.) Were the applications submitted to a committee {for selection; and, if so, who were the
members ? :
{4.) Is it a fact that onc or more of the suceessful applicants have only resided in the Colony for
a very short time ? '
{5.) Has he any objection to state the names, ages, and period of residence in the Colony of those
selected for the positions ?
Mr. Reid answered,—
(1.) Yes.
(2. 961.
(3.) In accordance with No. 277 of the Regulations under the Public Service Act, which sets forth
the procedure to be adopted in connection with appointments to the General Division of the
Public Service, the applications were referred to o Committee of responsible officers for a report as

to
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to the most suitable of the candidates. The officers forming the Comnittee wers Captain
Neitenstein, Comptrotler-General of Prisons, Mr. J. Baxter, Inspector, Landing Branch, Customs
Department, Captain Edie, Shipping Master, and Mr. T, A. Coghlan, Registrar of tho Tublic
Nervice Board.

(4.) It appears that one of the applicants recommended has only resided in the Colony for two
months, he having recently receaved hia discharge from o ship as a mate. Bub as thiz constitutes
no legal disqualification, tho Public Service Board did not feel justified in departing from the
recommendation of the very competent Board of Jixauminers appointed. One of the principal
qualtfientions required of applicants was that they should have had seafaring experience.

(5.) None whatever, if moved for in the usual way.

(9) Contract for Supply of Cement :—Mr. Chanter asked the Secretary for Public Works —
{1.) His he accepted a contract for the supply of cement from England or clsewhere?
{2.) What quantity has it been agreed to purchase ?
(3.) At what price per ton ?
(4.) What will be the total cost per ton when all charges are paid for shipping and Janding it io
this Colony ? ‘
(5.) Did he previously invite tenders within the Colony for the supply of dement?
(6.) What was the lowest cost per ton of the lowest tender ?
AMr, Brunker answered,—
(1) Yes.
(2.) 10,000 casks.
(8.) 10s. dul. per cask, and 3d. per cask to be paid if Rivers Elbe and Oste bo frozen.
(4.) 10s. 4d. per cask, or 10s. 7d. per cask if the above condition hus to be complied with.
(5.) Yes.
(5.) 13s. per cask. .

(10.) Proposed Luckian ¥lood Relief Scheme :—Mr. Perry asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
Hag he arrived at any decision in the matter of the proposed Tuckian flood relief scheme for the
Richmond River; if so, will he state his intention with reference thereto #

Mr. Brunker answered,—No decision has yet been avived at.

(11.) Unemployed in the Demliquin and Moama District :—Mr. Chanter asked the Minister of Public
Instruction,—As there are a large number of residents nnemployed in the Denilignin and Moama
Districts consequent upon the continued unprecedented drought, will he instruet Mr. Creer,
Superintendent of the Labour Bureau, to proceed to that district, and inquire as to the hest
means of finding employment for same ?

Mr. Hogue auswered,—I am not aware that there are a large number of unemployed in the
Deniliguin and Moama districts in consequebce of the drought. I imagine, if there ave a large
number of unemployed in consequence of the drought, that state of things is not confined to one
particular district. 1f the Honorable gentleman will kindly furnish me with some #peeifie infor-
mation on the subject L shall be very glad to take the matter into consideration.

(12.) District Allowances to Public Servants :—Mr. Chanter asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) Has the Public Service Board recently decided to grant the members of the Public Service
resident in the Hay-Deniliquin, Mathoura, Moama, Moulamein-Balranald, and contiguous distriets
an extra district allowance, in consequence of the high cost of provisions in those districts ?
{2.) If 5o, will he make provision that the members of the Police Force in those districts who
suffer under the same disadvantages shall receive a similar extra allowance ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—

(1) Yes. :

(2.) An extra allowance of that nature has been grauted to ihe Police Foree in expensive districts
for some years. The question of extending the same is now under consideration.

Parrr:—Mr, Cook laid upon the Table,—Return showing details of Receipts and Expenditure under
the Diseases in Sheep Act, for the years 1894 to 1897 inclusive,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Cowmittee.

Prizmizve CommirTer :—Mr. Gormiy, as Chairman, brought up the Bighth Report from the Printing
Committee.

Licersivo Posrie Garks, Destriury Dastnrce (Formel Motion) :—Mr. Chanter moved, pursuant
1o Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House copies of all leiters, papers, and other
correspondence relating to the licensing of certnin public gates in the Deniliquir District, objected
to by Mr. Charles Uphill and others, .o
Question put and passed.

Rurusan or Warer axn Srwrraer Boanp in re Hospirat vor Fraarne Ixsass ar Ryne (Formal
Motion) :—Mr, Liyne moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House
all papers connected with the refusal of the Water and Bewerage Board to supply water free of
charge to the Hospital for the Female Tnsane, known as Mount 8t. Margaret, at liyde.

Question put and passed.

Posyroxesexe :—The Order of the Day for the second reading of the Inclosed Lands Protection
Aet Amendment Bill pestponed until Tuesday, 29th November.

AccipeNts I¥ Mixgs :—Mr. Fegan (by comsent) moved, without Notice, That Mr. Price be
discharged from attendance upon the Select Committee on *“ Aceidents in Mines,” and that Mr.
Nichelson be added to the said Comnittee,

Guestion put and passed. 11
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11. AntovrsMENT :—Mr. Deputy-Speaker stated that he bad received from the Honorable Member for
Queanbeyan, Mr, (’Sullivan, n Notice, under the 49th Standing Order. that he desired to move the
adjournment of the JTouse, to discuss o definite matter of urgent public unportance, viz.—*The
“ danger of transferring the control of the inspection of diseased meat from the Board of Health
¢ to the Sydney Municipal Couneil ”

And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honorable
Members,—

Mr. O'Sullivan moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Disorder :—Mr. O"Sullivan having, in reference to a decision given- by the Deputy-Speaker
upon a Point of Order, used the wards *“ This is an unfair ruling,” and Mr. Reid objecting to
the words used, they were, by direction of Mr. Deputy-Speaker, taken down by the Clerk.

‘Whereupon Mr. Reid moved, That the words used by the Honorable Member are disorderly,
and ought to be withdrawn.
Debate ensued.

And Mr. O'Sullivan having, after explanation, withdrawn the words to which objection had
been taken,—

Mr, Reid, Dy leave, withdrew his motion.
Debate, on the motion for the adjourninent of the House, ensued.
Question put and negatived.

12. Syprer Corromarioy Aoy AmexpMest Bint:—Mr. Deputy-Speaker reporied ihe following
Message from the Legislative Couneil :—
Mz. SpEAKER,—
The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled “dn Adef to amend the
Sydney Corporation Act of 1879 by providing for the election of the Mayor, and for the triennial
retirement and election of Aldermen,”—presents the same to the Legislative Assembly for its econ-

carrence,
Legislative Council Chamber, ARCHD. H. JACOB,
Sydney, 20th October, 1808, Deputy-President.

Bill, on motion of Mr. Sprusoen, read a first time,
Ordercd to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday next,

13. AUSTRALASIAN FrprraTiow :—The Order of the Day having been read, Mr, Deputy-Speaker left the
Chair, and the House resolved itself into n Commitice of the Whole to further consider the
following resolutions:—

“ This Hounse affirms,—

“ (1.) Its desire that steps should be taken without delay in conjunction with the other Colonies
‘“ to bring about the completion of federal nnion.

“ (2) Tts desire that the other Clolonies should agree to reconsider those provisions of the Bill most
‘ generally objected to in New South Wales, namely ;- ‘ .

“ (a) Representation in the Senate—
“ concerning whieh this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other
"¢ Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority at a joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
“ should decide; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by o provision for a
¢ National Referendum.

“ (b)) Phe 8Tth Clause, known as the Breddon Clause—
 coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that this Clause should be removed from the Bili.

“(c) The Capital of the Commonwealth—
“eoneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“that Clause 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
“ of the Federal Capital in such place within the boundaries of New South Wales as the
“ Federal Parliament may determine.

“(2) The Boundaries of States—
“concerning which thix House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
* that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State.
“without its own consent—nnmely, by the protection afforded by clause 127, as to the
“ representation of States,

“ () Inland Rivers—
“concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the othor Colonies,
“that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation shonld
“be more clearly safeguarded.

“(f) Money Bills—
 concerning which this House deaires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that there should he a uniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that provided in
“ the case of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Commontwealth.

“(g)
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¥ (g) Judicial Appeals from States—
* concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the mode of appeul from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
“ namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
* ag at present, indiscriminately to either.

“(3.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other respects upon afair and just
“ footing~to accept the financial system embodied in the Bill, with the one exception mentioned,
“this Mouse earncstly invites further mquird into, and a more thorough eonsideration of, the
¢ financial clauses, regarding as evils to be avoided, if possible, excessive burdens of taxation, a
“ prolonged systiem of book-kecping, uncertainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided, and
‘““uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.”

Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Dick, Temporary Chairman, reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again on Wednesday next,

14, Dmraxation Brrn:—Mr. Deputy.Speaker reported the following Message from the Legislative
Council:—

Mgr. Sreaxen,—

The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled * An Act 2o consolidate and
amend the lmw of Defamation,”—presents the same to the Legislative Assembly for its concurrence.
ZLegislative Council Ohamber, ARCIID. H. JACOB,

. Sydney, 200% Qctober, 1598, Deputy-President.

T3ill, on motion of Mr. Reid, read o fivst time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Wednesday, 2nd November,

15, Trast-aive rroy BrOXEN Huir vo TanrawiNger :—The Order of the Day having been read for the
adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. Young, * That this ‘House’ approves of the purchase by
“ the Government from the Tarrawingee Flux and Tramway Company (Limited) of the tram-lino
‘ from Broken Hill 1o Tarrawingee, together with the two capacious dams at Thompson's and
it Maybell Sidings, for the sum of £15,000 sterling.”

Aund the Question being again proposed,—

The House resumed the said adjourned Debate. :

My, Barton moved, That the Question be amended by leaving oub all the words after the word
“ House,” and inserting the words “ suggests that the proposal for the purchase by the Govern-
* ment from the Tarrawingee Flux and Tramway Company (Limited) of the tram-line from Broken
¥ 4o Tffx-rra.wiugee, be referred to the Public Works Committee for inquiry and report.”—instead
thereof.

Question proposed,—That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the Question,

Debate continued. '

And the House continuing to sit il after Midnight,—
FRIDAY, 21 OCTOBER, 1808, s

Question put,—~That the words proposed to be left out stand purt of the Question,
The House divided.

Ayes, 46. . Noes, 10,

My, Branker, Mr. Xobbs, M. Ashton, Mr. Spruson,
Mr. Loes, Mr. Fegan, Mr. Crick, Mr. Austin Chajpman,
My, Willig, Mr, Humiley, Mr. Henry Chapman, Mr. Barton,
Mr. Anderson, MMy, Cohen, Mr. Thomas Brown, Mr. Suttor,
Mr. Mclean, Mr. Donaldson, Mr, Gillies, Mr. Peorry,
My, J. C. L. Fitzpairick, Mr. Lee, © Mr. Meagher, Mr. David Daris,
My, Phillips, Mr. Millaed, M, Dick, My, Bennett,
Mr, Ferguson, Mr. Watkina, Mvr. James Thomson, Mz, Ducey.
Mr. Dight, Mr. Nicholson, Mr, McGowen, Tall
Mr. Sleath, Mr. Whiddon, Mr. Smith, eers,
Mr, Hawthorne, Mr, Reid, Mr, Watson, Mr. 1. H, Grifiith,
%Ir. Hogue, Mr, Raoss, My. Cann. Mr. Sawers.

Ir, Avcher, - Mr. Hughes,
Mr, Edden, Mr. Holman, Tellers,
My, Archibalil Cumpbell, Mr, Spence, Mr. Miller, '
Mr. Cook, Mr. Law, Mr, Thomas.

And so 1t was resolved in the affirmative.

Original Question,—That this House approves of the purchase by the Government from the
Tarrawingee Filux and Tramway Company {Limited) of the tram.ine from Broken Hill to
Tarrawingee, together with the two capacious dams at Thompson’s and Maybell Sidings, for the
sum of £15,000 sterling,~—put and passed.

16. " Aprounrsmexr :—Mr. Reid moved, That thix House do now adjourn,
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, ui thirteen minutes after Three o'clock a.n., until I'uesday next
at Three o’clock.

F. W, WEBDB, WILETAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Legislalive Assembly, ‘ Deputy-Spraker.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

TUESDAY, 25 OOTOBER, 1893.
1. The House met pursuant to adjournment,

AnsExcE oF SPEARER:—The Clerk informed the House that he had received from Rr, Speaker the
following letter :—

“ My dear Mr, Webb,— ‘ “ Tarella, North S8ydney, 25th October, 1898,

*“ I have again, I am sorry to say, to inform you that T am forbidden by my doctors to go
* to the House, but to continue to rest. 'Will you ask for me the kind indulgence of the IHouse.

* Yours traly,

“ . W. Webb, Esq., C.M.G., . “J. P. Asporr.

“ Legislative Aszembly, Sydney,”
Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursuaut to the 22nd
Standing Order of the House.

2. Mewmper SworN :—Henry William Newman, Esquire, having taken and subseribed the Oath of
. Allegiance, and signed the Roll of the House, took his seat as Member for the Electoral District of
Orange. .

3. Comyurrir oF ErLECI10Ns AXD QuaLrricarions :—Mr. Deputy-Speaker informed the House that
he had received letters, addressed to the Speaker, from the following Members of the Committee:
of Elections and Qualifications, resigning their seats on that Committee =

The Ionorable Francis Bathurst Suttor, Esquire,
William Heory Mahony, Esquire.
James Ashton, Esquire.
Andrew Ross, Bsquire, M.D., and
John Henry Cann, Esquire.
4. (QUESTIONS :—
(1.) Newcastle Sand-drift Reclamation Act :—Mr. Edden asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) How many acres of land have been resumed by the Grovernment under the Newcastle Sand-drift
Reclamation Act (1886) from A. 'W. Scott’s grant of 456 acres, parish of Newecastle, county of
Northumberland ?
(2.) What was the amount per acre paid for the land resumed ?
(3.) Is it a fact that the 10O feet reservation of land at high-water-mark runs paraliel with the
land resnmed facing the ocean?
(4.) Is it also a fact that the 100 feet reservation was included in the area resumed, and paid for
by the Crown ?

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1.} Twenty-six acres,

(2.) £400 per acre, plus 10 per cent. for forced sale for 21 acres 1 rood 24 perches.
(3.) Yes.

(4.) The reserved land was not paid for by the Crown.

(2.) The late Registrar-General :—A. Watson, for Mr. Arthur Griffith, asked the Minister of
Justice,— .
(1.) TIs he aware that there are some peculiar and unexplained eircumstances connected with the
death of the late Registrar-General, Mr. A. Parry Tiong? A
(2) Ie he aware that certain material evidence given by a responsible officer in the Registrar-
“General's Department, at the magisterial inquiry, was, immediately after publication, discredited
by a dictated paragraph which appeared in & metropolitan journal at the request of, the Acting
Registrar-Geeneral, and, as is alleged, after consultation with the Chairman of the Public Service
Board ? -

(3)
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(8.) Is he aware that the statements so given to the press were absolutely untrue, and that the
officer whose evidence was discredited thereby applied for and was refused Ministerial authority to
commence a libel action against the journal in which the above notice appeared ?

(4.) Is he aware that during the regime of the late Mr. Parry Long, a clerk in the Department
named Henry John Noble was placed (with the title of Chiet Clerk) in a position to practieally
administer the Department in opposition to the views of Mr. Long?

(5.) Is he aware that an important recommendation affecting the salaries of some of the highest
officials in the Registrar-General’s Department was refused by the Public Service Board in writing
when made by the late Mr. Long, and almost immediately afterwards granted upon the personal
application of Mr. Noble, and that this and other similar officiat snubs at the hands of the Public
Service Board seriously affected the mind of the late Mr. Long ?

{6.) Is he aware that this Mr. Noble systematically misled the late Mr. Long by suppressing
reports and making false representations with regard to the working of the office; that without
any authority he removed officers to unsuitable positions, in many cases placing junicrs without
qualifications over the heads of experienced officers; and that he so completely alienated the late
Registrar-General from his sentor officers that it ultimately beeame impassible for him to effectively
work his Departiment ? :

(7.) Is he aware that, owing to a series of changes made by Mr. Noble, the stafl of the Account
Branch was rendered so inefficient that recently a sum of money was twice procured from the
Treasury on onc service, and that the mistake was only discovered after the two cheques had been
drawn, and that after the discovery of this mistake the late Registrar-General so completely lost
confidence in the Account Branch of his Depariment that be kept a private duplieate set of
accounts for his own protection ? ’ B

(8.) Is he aware that a certain officer of the Registrar-Gleneral's Department, who filled the
position of Assistant Search Clerk with great satisfaction to the Examiners of Titles, was removed
thereirom, on the recommendation of Mr. Noble, in favour of a transferred telegraph operator,
whose defective searches afterwards exposed the Department to serious risk of emormous financial
liabfi.lit)f, :n;d broughé upon the late Registrar-Greneral the open 1ridicule of a number of the legal
profession |

(9) Ts be aware that a number of gentlemen recently went through the Registrar-General’s
Department, claiming to be o professional sub-board, anthorised by the Public Service Board, and
forecasted certain proposals with regard to some of the senior officers which were diametrically
opposed to the late Registrar- General's written recommendations, and that this and similar actions
greatly intensified his official worries ?

(10.) Under what authority has the Public Service Board power to delegate its functions (in the
metropolitan area) to any sub-board ?

(11.) 1s he aware that, notwithstanding the statement made by the Pubtic Service Board in their
first annual report that * in all cases salaries were fixed for the office and not for the man,” there
are a number of officers in the Registrar-General’s Dopartment holding responsible positions who
are not receiving the salaries fixed by the Public Service Board as remuneration for these positions ?
(12.) Is he aware that an officer of thiz Department, convicted three years ago of being implieated
in the Campbeil frauds, and recommended by Mr. Justice Fitzhardinge, sitting as a Royal Com-
missiol, to be disrated for traficking in Departmental information with land-jobbers and others, has
been premoted by the Board, on the recommendation of Mr. Noble, over the heads of 2 number of
his senior officers with clean records, to the position next to the Deputy Registrar-General, giving
Lim access fo the records of the Department, and confidential information of enormous value ?
(13.) In order that the newly-appointed Registrar-Greneral may not be saddled with the respon-
sibility for the state of things now existing, and in view of the fact that the circumstances wonld
render am inquiry by the Puablic Service Board worse than useless, will he ask the Honorable the
Premier to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire info the working of this branch of the Public
Service ? .

Mr, Lee answered,—1I will presently lay ¢he information desired upon the Table of the House in
the form of a return.

.) Holidays to Members of the Police Force :—Mr. Spruson asked the Colonial Secrefary,—

(1) 1s it a fact that constables on station duty in the city are on duty for twenty-four out of
every forty-eight hours throughout the year, and receive only one day’s Jeave per annum ?

(2.) II s0, is the praetice to be continued ; or will any change be made, and, if so, of what nature ?
(3.) What was the average number of hours per week spent on duty during the last year by
constables attached to Police Stations within the City of Sydney ?

(4) What was the average number of hours leave, exclusive of sick-leave, granted during last year
to constables attached to the abovementioned stations?

(5.) In view of the arduous duty performed by coustables in the city, and haring regard to the
fact that they work on Sundays and holidays and at night, will he make arranzements for granting
them an annual Lolidsy irrespective of the one day's leave pey montly ordinarily granted ?

Mr, Brunker answered,~—The following information has been supplied by the Inspector-General of
Police :—

(1 and 2.y Constables on ‘station duby arc not on duty for twenty-four hours continuously ont of
every forty-eight throughout the year, being relieved for about six hours for meals and rest.
They have special leave when applied for, but being off duty every alternate twenty-four hours,
special leave is not often required. The duty is considered light, and is preferred to ordinary beat
duty. No application has been made for a change from station to ordinary street duty.

(3.) About sixty-three, including Sunday.

(4.) As there have been several changes in the men pérforming station duty during the year, the
average number of hours” leave cannot be readily ascertained.

(5.) The police are paid for seven days in each week. They will be granted o fortnight's leave
per annum, but if this were to be doubled, a very large additional expenditure would be entailed.

(4}
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(4) Chairman of the Public Service Tender Board :—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Secretary for
Pablic Works,— ;
(1.) Has the Under Secretary for Public Works been lately appointed Chairmau of the Tender
Board in connection with Stores ?
(2.) Are the duties of this office performed in the Departmental time ; and, if so, for what period ?
(3.) Has any additional salary been granted for this extra office ; and, if so, how much per annum ?
(4) In the absence from the office of the Under Secretary in fulfilling the duties of Chairman of
the Tender Board, who performs the duties of Mr. Hickson's office in the Works Department ?

Mr. Young answered,—Ae most of the annual supplies are required in_connection with Pablie
Works, the Public Service Board decided that the Under Secretary for Public Works should be
Head of the Stores Department and Chairman of the Publie Service Tender Board, and attached
-an honorarinm of £100 per annum to the office. The work connected with the Stores, ns well as
that of the Under Secretarsship, has to be carried out irrespective of the regulation office-hours,
and as the former is done in the Public Works building, the Under Secretary is not absent from
the office in connection therewith. .

(5.) Public Works Royal Commission Inquiry :—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
(1) Was any claim or request made to him for legal expenses incurred by Messrs. Carter,
Gummow, & Co., in connection with the Public Works Royal Commission Inquiry; and, if so,
what was the amount ? ‘

(2.) Was the claim, or any portion of it, paid ?

Mr. Reid answered,—
(1) Yes; £262 10s. .
(2) No. :

(6.) Public Works Royal Commission Inquiry:—Mr. E. M. Clark asked the Secretary for Public
Works,—
(1.) What amount was paid to the Under Sccretary for Public Works as his legal expenses in
connection with the Public Works Royal Commission Inquiry ? :
(2) Was the claim submitted to any legal authority, to say if these legal charges were fair and
reasonable for the work performed ?

Mr. Young answered,—

(1.) The amount paid to the Under Secretary as expenses in connection with the Public Works
Royal Commission Inquiry was £665 10s. 4d.

(2.) Yes, to the Crown Solicitor.

(7.) The Coast Hospital :—Mr. Dacey asked ihe Colonial Secretary,—With reference to his replies
to Mr. Dacey’s Questions of Tuesday, 18th Qctober, r¢ the withholding of last month’s salaries
from a number of the nurses and male employees at the Coast Hospital,—

(1) As he stated that he was not aware of any such stoppage, on whose authority were these
payments withheld ?

(2) 1s he aware that his reply, to the effect that the persons whose salaries were thus withheld
were notified, is incorrect ?

(3.) Is he aware that his reply to Question No. 2, viz,, that these salaries were not withheld on
account of the persons to whom they were due having been off dnty on sick leave,is also incorreet ?
(4.) Is it not a fact that these salaries have now been paid, less deductions for sick-leave ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—The Chief Medical Officer of the Government has furnished the following
replies :—

(11.)) The answer given on October 18th has been misunderstood. At length it would read ““ No, T
am not aware that members of the staff, whose wages were stopped were not notified of the reasons
why they were stopped, but, on the contrary, all were notitied”: and this answer necessarily
carried with it an affirmative answer to the other question which was asked in the same sentence.
The payments were withheld in course of carrying out Public Service Board Regulations.

(2.) No. ‘ '

(3.) The question was whether * these salaries were stopped on the ground that the persons fio
whom they were due have been more than three days off duty on sick leave during the year 7 The
angwer was correctly given in the negative.

(4.) Yes.

(8.) Barges laden with Explosives :—Mr. Molesworth, for Mr. Dugald Thomson, asked the Colonial
Treasurer,— .
(1.) Have any steps been taken since the recent narrow escape from a destruetive collision in
Sydney Harbour to prevent barges Inden with explosives being moved in stormy or foggy weather,
or at night?
Mr. Reid answered,—Strict instruetionsfhave been issued that when the weather condifions are
such that the removal of barges laden with explosives would be hazardous, such removal is not to
be attempted.

(9.) The Registrar-General's Department :—Mr. Nobbs asked the Minister of Justice,—

(1.) Is it the duty of the clerical staff, or other official in the Deceds Branch of the Registrar-
General’s Department known as the Search Room, to discharge the duties of a search clerk for
any member of the public or the legal profession ?
(2.} Is it a fact that such searches Tave been frequently made for a private individual by some
officer of the branch in question ; and, if so, by whose authority, and under what circumstances ?
(3.) Iu it a fact that the making of such searches has entailed the loss of much time which should
have heen devoted to the performance of other important duties connected with the Department,
to the general inconvenience of the public?

(4)
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(4.) Is he nware that the preparation of such searches nnd the reports thereon hag necessitated
the services of other officials in the Correspondence Branch of such Department of the Civil
Service P

(5.) 'Will he be good enough to cause a return to be prepared of the number of such searches
made within the past twelve months, the time oceupied on each, the names of the persons for
whom made, and of the oflicials employed thereon directly or indirectly, the amounnt of remuneration
received therefor, and to whom paid ?

(6.) Will he cause the subject of the forezoing Questions to be embodied within the scope of the
Royal Cominission sought to be obtained to inquire into the working of the Department in
question ? .

Ir. Lee answered,—The Regisirar-General has furnished me with the following replies:—
(1.) No; but assistance in searching is given by the Record attendants when required.
(2.} For any individual in particular, no. It is a long-standing practice of the Department to
make searches of a trivial character, and, in special cases, for the convenience of persons writing
for information from country places, .
(8.) No. The searches referred to in the preceding answer are usnally made by the Record
attendants in sparc time,

(4.) The results of such scarches are forwarded through the Correspondence Branch in the
usnal way.
(5.} About seventy-five such searches have been made during the pasé twelve months. No
remuneration is received therefor beyond the preseribed search fee of 2s. 6d., which goes into the
revenue, Many applications for information have been refused.
(6.) As the newly-appointed Registrar-General, in entering upon his duties, is inquiring into the
working of the whole of the Department, it is considered that no useful purpose will be served by
appointing such & Commission.

(10.) Viticultural Board of Advice to Department of Agriculture :—Mr. Dight asked the Secretary
for Mines,— .
(1.) Is there a Viticultural Board of Advice attached to ihe Department of Agriculture ?

(2.} Tf so, who constitutes the Board, and in what manner were they appointed ?
(3.) If abolished, why were they abolished ?

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) P. F. Adams, T. Fiaschi, M.D., L. Frére, J. Wilkingon, C. F. Lindeman, R. H. Caldwell, and
A. Bray. The first six were selected by a conference of vinegrowers. Mr. Bray's name was added
on the application of the Corown Vinegrower’s Association.

(3.) Answered by No. 1.

5. Parers :—
- Mr. Young laid upon the Table,—By-laws of the Municipal District of Condoublin, under the
Country Towns Water and Sewerage Act of 1880.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Comwmittee. ‘

Mr. Parkes laid upon the Table—~Amended Regulations and Rates under the Electiric Telegraph Act.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Comunittee.

Mr. Lee laid upon the Table,—Information respecting the Registrar-General’s Department.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

© Mr. Reid laid upon the Table,—Report of tho President of the Board of Health on the manufacture
and sale of Margarine . '
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Commitéee.

6. Exrexsior or THE Ramwway iwto THE Crry or SypNey:—Mr. Jessep presented a Petition
from certain citizens of Sydney and Suburbs, setting forth that the present railway ferminus is
wholly inadequate for the large and increasing traffic, so much so as to be o continuous source of
danger to the passengers ; that the Railway Counnissioneis have pointed out this danger; that two
Royal Commissions and the Public Works Committee have inquired into the best methods for
extending the railway into the City; that, after full consideration of the various routes and
schemes, the extension by what is known a8 the St. James’ Road Scheme was recommended ; and
praying that immediate steps be taken to give effect to this recommendation by providing the
necessary legislative authority for earrying out such extension.

Petition received.

%. PosrroxuMENT:—The Order of the Day for the second reading of the Sydney Corporation Act
Amendment Bill (Couneil Bill) postponed uniil Tuesday, 29th November.

.8. Vore oF Cueprr:—The following Message from His Excellency the Governor was delivered by
Mr. Reid, and read by Mr. Deputy-Speaker :—
HAMPDEN, Message No. 36.
Governor.

In aceordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of thé Constitution Act,
the Governor recommends to the consideration -of the Legislative Assembly that provision be
made for detraying the expenses of the various Departments and Services of 1he Colony for the
months of October and November, or following month, of the financial year ending 30th June, 1899,
.and for the advance to the Colonial Treasurer.

Government House,
Sydney, 24tk October, 1893

WOrdered to be referred to the Committee of Supply. o : - , 9.



141

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
25tk October, 1898.

9. Casr or Trmoxss STPFELD :—DMr. Arvthur Grifith moved, pursnant to Notice, That, in view of the
refusals of successive Ministers of Justice to grant an inquiry into the case of Thomas Suflield
under the provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, this House is of opinion that, with
the object of enabling him to clear away the sigin which rests upon his name, a Roval Commission
to inquire into the circumstances connected with his trial should forthwith be appointed.

Debaic ensued.

Mr. Dacey moved, That this Debate be now adjourned.
Debate ensued. P

Question put,—That this Debate be now adjourned.
The Hoeuse divided.

Aves, 46. Noes, 22,
Mr. Brunker, . Phillips, Mr. Quinn,
Mr. Barton, Mr. Ross, Mr. Wice,
Mr. Cock, Mr. Mcliean, Mr. Austin Chapman,
Mz, Lee, Mr, Archer, Mr. Price,
Alr. Reid, Mr, Rigg, Br. David Davis,
Mr. Wilks, Mr. Jerry, My, O’Sullivan,
Mr. Young, Mr. Gormly, Mxr. Reymond,
Mr. Dacey, My, Watson, Mr. Byrne,
Mr, Morgan, My, Thomas Brown, Dr. Ross,
Mr. Newman, - Mr. 8mith, Mzr. Rosc,
Mr. Hawthorne, IMr. Lees, Mr, Hassall,
Mr, Thomas Clarke, Mr. Donaldson, Mr, Waddasll,
Mr. Molesworth, Mr, IIarris, Mr. Perry,
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Aflleck,
Mr, Meagher, Mr. Barnes, Mr.. Edden,
Mr. Watkins, Mr, Millard, Mr. Carroll,
Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Henry Chapman, Mr. Piddington,
Mr. Cruickshank, Mr, Ashton, Mr, Bennett,
Mr. Laaw, Mr. McGowen, Mr. Willis,
Mr. Arthur Grifiith, Mr. Chanter. Mr. Murley. u
%ﬁ: (S}Esi;,ce, Tellers, Tellers,
Mr. Miller, M. Fermnson, Mr. Dight,
Mr, Neild, Mr, Thomas. Mr. Fegan,

And so it was resolved in the affirmative,
Ordered that the Debate be adjourned until To-morrow.

10. AnioueNMEST :—Mr, Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingiy, at a quarter past Eleven o’clock, until To-morrow at Three o’clock,

F. W. WEBE, WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Leyislative Assemlly. Deputy-Speaker.
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1. The House met pursuant to adjournment.

ABSENCE oF SrrakFER:— .

(1) The Clerk informed the Flouse that Mr. Speaker was unavoidably absent, in consequence of
illness,
Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursvant to the 22nd
Standing Order of the House,

(2.) Mr. Deputy-Speaker read to the House the following letter from Mr, Speaker :—

Dear Mr. McCourt,— Tarella, North Sydney, 26th October, 1898
‘Will you convey to the Honse my warmest thanks for its generosity to me in allowing
me 0 be absent,for the remainder of the Session, from my dulies.

A long experience of the House by me has proved that Members are ever generous to cach
other where a demand is made upon their sympathy. 1t is the first time 1 have been compelled to
ask for the sympathy of my fellow Members, and the response has been so kind and generous that
it repays me for any hardships of my high office. '

. To you I am deeply indebted for your readiness at all times to assist mein my work, and to
relieve me of some of its hardships. '

William MeCourt, Esquire, M.P, Believe me, yours faithfully,
Legislative Assembly, Sydney. : J. P. ABBOTT.

2. CoxMiTTEE oF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS :—Mr. Deputy-Speaker informed the House that
he had received a letter from Samuel Thomas Whiddon, Esquire, addressed to the Speaker,
resigning his seat as o member of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.

8. QUuEsTIONS :—

(1.) Interest on Conditional Purchases :—Mr. (’Sullivan asked the Secretary for Tands,— )
(1) Is it a fact that the 1884 Act reduced the interest on selections from 5 to 4 per cent. to all
who took ndvantage of it ?

(2.) Ts it a fact that many selectors omiited to take advantage of the Act referred to ?

(3.) Did the Land Act of 1896 place all sclectors upon a common footing, whether they applied or
not, with regard to the payment of 4 per cent interest, but only started the privilege from 1896 ?
{4.) Should he not see his way to reduce interest on selections to 3 per cent., will he, as a matter
of justice, now take steps to credit the selectors who omitted to take advantage of the 1884 Act
with the 1 per cent. extra which they were compelled to pay for the years between 1884 and 1896 ?

Mr. Brunker answered,—

(1.) Yes.

(2.) Yes.

(3.) The provision in the Land Act of 1896 affecied those conditional purchasers only wha were
paying off their balances duo to the Crown by instalments under section 8 of the Crown Lands
Acts Amendment Act of 1875, and who bad neglected their own intereats in not applying to avail
themselves of the privileges embodied in section 33 of the Crown Lands Act of 1884.

(4.} The rate of interest now charged is in nceordance with the existing law, and no reduction ecan
be made without fresh legislation upon the subject.

2) Interest on Borrowed Money :—Mr. O’Suilivan asked the Secretary for Lands,—
. Y ‘
(1) Ts it a fact that the Government of New South Wales can borrow money at 3 per cent. ?
(2.) Is it also a fact that the Government are charging 4 per cent, interest to the selectors of the
country P

Mr. Brunker answered,—

{L.) The rates fluctuate.

(2) The rates charged by the Government are those fixed by the Crown Lands Alienation Act of
1861 and the Crown Lands Aet of 1884, 3.)

-
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(3.) Wharf at Woolloomooloo Bay :—Mr. (’Sullivan asked the Secretary for Public Works,—

(1.) Isita fact that the design of the new wharf at Woolloomooloo Bay was criginally for three
recesses ?

{2.) Was the work carried out according to that design?
.(8.) Tsit o fact that the wharf is now being altered to a continucus one, and that a number of
the piles driven are being, or have been, pulled up?

(4.) Who is responsible for the change of design?

(5.) TWhat is the probable cost of the change of design ?

Mr. Young answered

(1.} Yes, according to a design prepared six years ago,

(2.) No, only some back piles were driven to support the filling.

(3.) The wharf was not built, but the design has been altered and a straight wharf substituted.
Some piles had to be vemoved, but they can all be nsed again.

{4.) The Manager {for Public Wharfs asked for the change in order that the berths might be
leased to a company employing large steamers.

(5.} £300; but thia is more than covered by tho tender for the new design being £500 below the
estimate.

(4.} Residence upon Conditienal Purchases :—Mr. O'Sullivan asked the Secretary for Lands,—

(1.) Ts he aware that many of the selectors ave young women under age, who are compelled to
rleep away from home on distant selections ?

(2.) Iz he also aware that other sclectors holding areas are young men under age, whose services
would be more valuable upon the family farm, where agricultural operations are usually carried on ?
(3.) In all such cases, where the bond-fide of a selector has been demonstrated to the Land Board,
will he bring in a clause in the new Land Bill to do away with individual residence upon selections
held by these young persons?

Ay, Brunker answered,—1t is already provided that minors holding conditional purchases adjoining
their parents’ conditionaliy-purchased or conditionally-leased land, up to the age of 21 yearsifa
male or 24 if a female and unmarried, may reside with their parents, upon intimating to the Local
Tand Board their intention so to reside. It is not my intention to alter the existing law in
this direetion.

(5.) Collieries in New South Wales :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Mines—
" (L) The number of collieries in existence in New South Wales ?
(2.) Number of men employed in each, distinguishing those employed underground from those
emploved above ground ? ’
(3.) The annual output of coal in each colliery respectively, and value of the same?
(4.) The number of coal mines inspected annually in New South Wales ?

Mr. Cook answered,—

(1, 2, and 3.) The whole of this information will be found on pages 57 and 58 of the Annual
Report of the Departient of Mines for 1897,

(4.) This information will be obtained and forwarded to the Honorable Member.

{G.) Night Schools :—Dr. Ross asked the Minister of Publie Instruction,—
(1.) The number of night schools at present in existenee in New Scuth Wales?
(2.) The number of children attending the same ?
(3.) Where are the night schools situated ?
(4.) The average nightly attendance at these night schools?

Ar. Brunker answered,—1I will presently lay the desired information upon the Table of the House
in the form of a refurn,

(7.} Light Line of Railway from Gregra to Cudal:—Dr, Ross asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) Is it his intention to deal with the question of the extension of a branch or light line of railway
irom Grregra to Cudal; if s0, when?

(2.) Has any survey been made as to the cosl of construction of this branch and light line, and
what ig the result of the same ?

(3.) Is it not o fact that in the year 1895 he promised an influential deputation that waited upon
him that the matter would receive eatly attention?

(43 What (if anything) has been done to carry out this promise?

(5.) In the mtroduction of a railway poliecy at an early date, will he see that this matter will
receive due consideration, so that the work may be proceeded with without further delay ?

Mr. Young answered,—X can only refer the Ionorable Member to the reply sent him in May last,
that all reports go to show the line in guestion would not be remunerative, and that it connot be
undertaken at present.

(R) Tnoculation of Stock :—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Secretary,—

(1.) Has the attention of the Government been directed to a special cable message appearing in
vesterday’s Sydney Morning Herald and the Daily Telegraph in reference to the prevalence of
plague in Europe, and the serious developmenta that have avisen at the Pathological Imstitute in
Vienna,in which two of the nurses connected with the institute have been stricken with the plagne,
and that'one of the officers attached to the institute, viz., Dr. Muller, has died from the plague,
and also iwo domestic servants, after the deetor of the institute bad conducted a series of
experimentg of inoculation with the plague bacillus?

(2.) In view of the alarming resulis arising from inoculation as @«n alleged remedy against the
plague that has recently occurred in Vienna in connection with the Pathological Institute, will he
see that steps are taken to restrict the indiscriminate use or otherwize of inoculation agai:i(st

tic
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tick fever, anthraz, and other maladies attacking our herds and flocks, until such time st least as
inoculation has been practically and conclusively demonstrated to be a preventive or prophylactic
against tho spread of these alleged microbe diseases in the Colony, more especially during the
months of sumer when the thermometer ranges from 100 degrees upwards ?

(3.} WIiil he, as a safeguard, in the intercst of public health, abtain from the Board of Health or
Board of competent veterinary surgeons some reliable information as to the value of inoculation as

a therapentic or curative agent against the spread of disease amongst stock ?*

Mr. Reid answered,—

(1) Yes. .

(2.) Inoculation is not alleged to be a remedy against the plague.

(8.) The scieutific staff of the Board of Health, both medical and veterinary, is thoroughly
acquainted with the value of inoculation as a preventive or curative process against the spread of
disease amongst stock. The information sought—which it would be impossible to recapitulate in
answer to the Question asked—will be found in the very numerous works and periodicals which
have been published on the subject during many years past.

(9.) Rookwood Cemetery :—afr. Harriz, for Mr. Nobbs, asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1.) Ts it absolutely necessary for masons, undertakers, &c., having business with the Necropolis,
Rookwood, to attend offices in Sydney for permits before commencing work a$ or upon graves ?
(2.} Can payment be made at the Necropolis for graves; and, if so, have rcceipts to be obtained
from offices 1n Sydney for such payments, or what is the nsual conrse ?

Mr. Lee answered,—The requirements of the Trustees of the several cemeteries of the metropolis
with regard to these matters are not uniform. Information on the subject is given in the
return which I will presently lay upon the Table, in accordance with promize made in answer to
a Question asked by the Hounorable Member on Thursday last.

{10.) Output of Coal under Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1896 :~——Mr. Nicholson asked the Secretary
for Mines,— .
(1.} Referring to information given by the late Secretary for Mines, Mr. Sydney Swmith, re the
report of the Chief Inspector of Mines, showing the gross output of coal from the various mines of
the Colony,—is that report to hand ?
(2.) If so, what is the gross output of the various collieries since the Coal Mines Act came into
force? -
(8.) What was the proporticnate amount weighed at each colliery ?

Mr. Cook answered,—

(L) A report dealing with a number of the principal collieries was furnished by the Chief
Inspector, and I will presently lay a copy of it upon the Table.

(2.) The output for a broken period cannot be given, as the Act only provides for sn annual
return being supplied by the owners. A return is published in each Annual Report of the Depart-
ment, giving the output of coal at each eolliery.

(3.) This information, so far as it has been ascertained, will be found in the document to be
presently laid upon the Table of the House.

(11} Appropriations for Roads and Bridges :~Mr. Affleck asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1) le the list of appropriations for roads and bridges from March to the 27th July, laid upon the.
Table of this House and printed, special Votes, or are they sums expended from the amounts.
voted for the year (as Road and Bridge Vote) ending 30th June, 1899, and cxpended from the.
Advance Votc as per three months' Sapply Bill ?

(2.) If these sums are expended from the ordinary Road Vote for the year, and granted under the
three months’ Supply Bill, why are not all the road districts included in the return ?

Mr. Young answered,—

{1.) The appropriations referred to are special grants taken from the Uneclassified Vote, as distinet
from the ordinary Schedule Road expenditure, but charged to the £300,000 granted on the three
months’ Supply BilL

(2.) All districts for which special grants were aunthorised are included in the return.

(12.) Vacaney in Income Tax Department :—Mr. Perry asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
© (L) Isit o fact that the position of Chief Clerk in the Income Branch of the Tazation Office is
vacant?
(2) Is it a fact that it is contemplated by the Public Service Board to fill the position by
appointing & gentleman not in the Service P
(3.) Have the Public Service Board certified that there are no officers in the Service capable of
performing the duties of this office ? :

Mr. Reid answered,—

(L.} It1s a fact that the position of Senior Clerk and Accountant in this Branch is vacant.

(2 and 8.) No decision whatever has bcen arrived at in regard to the matter. I am informed by
the Board that, in accordance with the practice they usually adopt in such cases, they are now
making the vacancy known throughout the Service, so that any officer who has the Tecessary
qualifications, and who desires to do so, may make application for the position.

(13.) Prizes for Competition at the Volunteer Fire Drigades Carnival:—afr. Fegan, for Mr.
Archibald Campbell, asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Are the prizes for competition at the Volunteer Tire Brigades Carnival, anunounced to be
held at the Royal Agricultural Society’s Grounds, on the 9th of November next, being offered,
wholly or in part, from money granted from the Public Treasury of this Colony ?
(2.) Are all the trophies, which are to accompany the said prizes, or any of them, being paid for
from such public mouey ?

Mr. Brunker answored,—T shall be glad to afford the Honorable Member the information asked
for as soon as the Estimates have been revised.

(14)



146

VOTER AND PROCEEDINGR OF THX LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY,
26tk October, 1598.

(14.) Water Supply at Ashfield :-—2fr. Chanter, for Mr. Wise, asked the Secretary for Publie
‘Works,—
(1.) Is it within the knowledge of the Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage that
the water supply to the higher Jevels of Ashfield sometimes altogether fails emly in the afternoon
during the summer maonths, and that it is generaily very inadequate to the domestic needs of the
inhabitants ?
(2.) What (if:any) steps have been taken to remedy the evil complained of ?

Mr., Young snswered,—The Secretary to the Board has furnished me with the following reples :—

(1) The Board is aware of a slackuess in the supply to the higher portions of Ashfield, during the

periods of hot weather. Lately the supply was defective for about twelve Hours, on account of a
_ break in the trunk main,

(2.) The Board is taking steps to improve the supply to Ashfield and other Western Suburbs, by

laying a large trunk main through the district from the Centennial Park reservoir. The work 13

now in hand, and will be pushed on.

4. Exrexnstox oF Tug Raruway 1sto 7HE C1vy oF SyYpyEY:—The following Petitions,—from certain
citizens of Sydney and Suburbs, setting forth that the present railway terminusis wholly inadequate
for the large and jucreasing traffic, so much so as to be a continuous rource of danger to the
Iéassengers; that the Railway Commissioners have pointed ont this danger; that two Royal

ommissions and the Public. Works Committee have inquired into the best methods for extending
the railway into the City; that, after full consideration of the various routes and schemes, the
extension by what is known as the St James’ Road Scheme was recommended ; and praying that
immediate steps be taken to give effect to this recommendation hy providing the necessary
legislative authority for carrying out such extension,—were presented by the Members named +—
(1.} Mr. Dacey.
(2.) Mr. Barton.
(3.) Mr. Tervy.
Petitions received.

5. Suvxpay Teapine Bion:—Mr. Fegan presented s Petition from William Bain, President, and

Richard Morrison Bowles, Secretary of the Ministers' Association of Neweastle and District,
stating that they observe with much concern and regret the introduction into the House of & Bill
to legalisc the sale of intosicating drinks on the Lord’s Day, also, the opening of shops for the
vending of articles on the Sunday; that the opening of public-houses on Sunday is sure to result
in drunkenness and crime; that the opening of shops will deprive a large number of shop-
employees of the requisite weekly rest; that, mstead of opening shops on the Sabbath, the House
ghould enforce the law against Sunday trading, which practice is chicfly pursued by foreigners;
and praying the House to refuse to pass the Sunday Tradieg Bill into Jaw.

Petition received. '

6. Laxp rroxring TErosBY awp CorrTaek Crerks sonp BY A, A. Dawean, Esq.:—Mr. Fegan, as
Chairman, brought up the Report from, and laid upon the Table the Minutes of Proceedings of,
and Bridence taken before the Select Committee for whose consideration and report this subject
was referred on 30th August, 1898, together with Appendix.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

7. Parens:—Mr. Brunker laid upou the Table,—
(1) Notification of withdrawal, under the Crown Lands Act of 1895, of cerfain lands from the
Pastoral Lease of the Moombooldool Leasebold Arca, for providing for Settlement by other
Holdings.
(2. Agatmct of Crown Lands Reserved from Sale for the Preservation of Water Supply or other
Public Purposes, in accordance with the 10lst, 109th, and 112th sections of the Act 48 Victoria
No. 18.
(3.) Abstract of Alterations of Designs of Cities, Towns, and Viilages, under the 107th section of
the Act 48 Victoria No. 18,
(4.) Copies of Gazette Notices, setting forth the mode in which it is propesed to deal with the
dedication of certain lands, in accordance with provisions of the 105th section of the Act 48
Victoria No. 18, the 41st section of the Act 53 Victoria No. 21, &e. ‘
(5.) Refurn respecting Evening Public Sehools,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Lee laid upon the Table,—Information respecting Cemeteries at the Necropolis, Rookwood.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Cook laid upon the Table,—~Return showing the gross output of round or large Coal at the
several large Collieries since the paasing of the Coal Mines Regulation Act.
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

8. Co¥TracTs FOR WATER SUPPLY A¥D SEWERAGE Wonks (Formal Motion) —DNr, B, M, Clark
moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid npon the Table of this House copies of all papers,
plans, specifications, schedules, tenders, and other documents in connection with—(1) Contract
No. 129, Waverley and Bondi Sewcr; (2) Contract No. 3(a), Centenninl Park Reservoir ;
{8) Contract No. 125, Homebush Creek Stormwater Channel ; (4) Contract No. 130, Willoughby
Falls Stormwater Channel ; (5) Contract No. 105, Double Bay Stormwater Channel ; (G) Contract
No. 184, South Willoughby Sewer.

Question put and passed,

9. Sums ratp To Discoverkms of GoLp-FiELDs (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Holman moved, pursuant to
Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House a return showing what sums have been
paid to discoverers of gold-fields by the Mines Depariment since 1885, the amount in each case,
and the nature and position of the fields discovered.

- Question put and passed. 10.
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10. GrarroN-Gury Inses Roap (Formal Motion) :—Mr. Wright moved, pursuant to Notice, That
there be laid npon the Table of this House a return showing,—
(1) The total amount of money spent on the Grafton-Glen Innes Road during the past twelve
months,
(2.} The proportion of same which has been spent from South Grafton to Newton Boyd.
(3.) The like information from Newton Boyd to tho Municipal boundaries of Gien Innes.
Question put and passed.

11. Muwsicteanrries Act or 1897 Aumexpixe Brin (Formal Motion) :—

(1.) Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick moved, pursuant to Notice, That leave be given to bring in = Bill to
amend the Municipalities Act of 1397, to enable municipalities to let, lease, or sell lands within
their boundaries upon which rates are due and remain unpaid for a period of more than five years,
Question put and passed.

(2.) Mr. Fitzpatrick then presented o Bill, intituled “ 4 Bill fo amend the Municipalities Act of
1897, fo enable municipalities to let, lease, or sell lands within their boundaries upon which rates are
due and remain unpaid for a period of more than jfive years,”—which was read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday next. '

12, PartiavEsTaRy IRisciwc (Formal Motion) :—Mr, McGowen moved, pursuant to Notice, That
there be laid upon the Table of this House a copy of any communieation upon the question of
Parliamentary Printing and Parliamentary Printing Committees, furnished to the Premier by
Mr. F. Ironside, late principal reader at the Government Printing Office, together with any
minutes or reports following upen the same.

Question put and passed.

13. SusrENSTON OF S1a¥pING OrpERs :—Mr. Reid moved, pursuant to Notice, That so much of the
Standing Orders be suspended as would preclude the passing of a Bill, intituled * A Bill to apply
* certain sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales towards the Services
“ of the year 1898-9," through all its stages in one day, and would also preclude the Resolutions
of the Committees of Supply and of Ways and Means respectively, whereon the Bill is proposed.to
be founded, being received on the same day on which they were come to by the snid Committces
respectively.
Debate ensued.
Question put and passed.

14. PosTroNeMENT :—The Order of the Day, No. 1, for the further consideration in Committee of the
Whole of the resolutions relative to Australasian Federation, postponed, to follow Order No. 3.

15. Surery:—The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Mr. Reid, Mr. Deputy.Speaker
left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into the Committee of Supply.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr, Dick, Temporary Chairman, reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again.

Mr. Dick also reported that the Committee had come to a resolution.

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Dick, that the report be now received.

Mzr. Dick then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows 1=

(1) Resolved,—That there be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding £1,038,500, being
£988,500 fo defray the expenses of the various Departments and Services of the Colony during
the months of October and November or following month of the financial vear ending 30th
June, 1899 ; and £350,000, to enable the Treasurer to make Advances to Public Officers, and on
account of other Governments, and to pay expenses of an unforeseen naturc which will after-
wards be submitted for Parliamentary appropriation—the whole amount to be adjusted not later
than the 30th June, 1900. .

On motion of Mr. Reid, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

16. Ways and Means:—The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of Mr. Reid, Mr. Deputy-
Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into the Committee of Ways and Means,

Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair ; and Mr. Dick, Temporary Chairman, reported progress,
and obtained Jeave to sit again.

Mzr. Dick also reported that the Committee had come to a resolution.
Ordered, on motion of Mr. Dick, that the report be now received.
Mr. Dick then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows :—

(1) Resolved,—That, towards making good the Supply granted to Her Majesty for the Services
of the financial year 1898-9, the sum of £1,038,500 Ee granted out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund of New Sonth Wales.

On motion of Mr. Reid, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

17. Coxsonipatep ReveEsvk Fowp Broy:—
(1.) Ordered, on motion of Mr. Reid, that a Bill be brought in, founded on Resolution of Ways and

Means (No. 1), to apply certain sums out of the Consolidated Revenne Fuud of New South Wales
towards the Services of the year 1898-9.

(2.) Mr. Reid then presented a Bill, intituled *“ £ B:ll 70 apply certain sums out of the Consolidated
Levenue Fund of New South Wales fowards the Services of the year 1898-9,"—which was read a
first time.

Ordered to be printed, and now read 2 second time, (3
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(3.) Bill read a second time. .
On motion of Mr, Reid, Mr. Deputy-Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the Bill.
Mer. Deputy-Spesker resumed the Chair ; and Mr. Dick, Temporary Chairman, reported the Bill
without amendment.
On motion of Mr, Reid, the report was adopted.
Ordered, that the Bill be now read a third time.

(4.) Bill read a third time, and, on motion of Mr. Reid, passed.
Mr, Reid then moved, That the Title of the Bill be “ An det to apply certain sums out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales towards the Services of the year 1898-9.7
Question put and passed, .
Ordered, that the Bill be earried to the Legislative Couneil with the following Message :—

Mr. PRESIDENT,—

The Legislative Assembly having this day passed a Bill, intituled * An Aet fo apply certain
sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales fowards the Services of the year
1895-9,"—presents the same to the Legislative Couneil for its concurrence.

Legislative Adssembly Chamber,
Sydney, 26tk Ocfober, 1898,

18. Avusrrauasta¥ ¥Eprmariow :—The Order of the Day having been vead, Mr. Deputy-Speaker left
the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to further comsider the
following resolutions :—

“ This House affirms,—
“ (1.) 1ts desire that steps should be taken withoutb delay in conjunction with the other Colonies
“ to-bring about the completion of federal union.
“ (2.) Yis desire that the other Colonies should agree to reconsider these provisions of the Bill
 mest generally objected to in New South Wales, namely :—
“ {e) Representation in the Senate—
“ goncerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other
“ Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority ab a joint sitting of both Flouses should be removed, and that a simple majority
“ should decide; or that the provision for a joint sitting be replaced by a provision for a
“ National Referendum.
“(B) Dhe 87tk Clause, known as the Braddon Olause—
“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that this Clause should be removed from the Bill,
“ (e} The Capital of the Commonwealth—
“ concerning which this House desires tosubmit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
# that Clause 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
‘“ of the Iederal Capital in such place within the boundaries of New South Wales as the
“ Tederal Parliament may determine. :
“ (d) The Boundaries of States—
“ concerning whieh this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State
“ without its own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by Clause 127, as to the
“ rgpresentation of States.”
“ (&) Inland Rivers—
“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation should
“ be more clearly safeguarded.
“Af) Money Bilis— )
“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the considerationof the other Colonies,
“ that there should be a uniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that provided in
¢ the case of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annusl services of the Commonwealth.
“ (g) Judicial Appeals from States— ) .
“ copcerning which this ouse desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
# that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
“ pamely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
¢ a3 at present, indiscriminately to either. .
« (3.) Although prepared, for the sake of union—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and
¢ just footing—to aceept the financial system embodied in the Bill, with the one excepfion
« mentioned, this House carnestly invites further inquiry into, and a wore thorough consideration
“ of, the financial clauses, regarding as evils to be avoided, if possible, exeessive burdens of taxation,
“ 5 prolonged system of book-keeping, uncertainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided,
t and uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.”
Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair ; and Mr. Dick, Temporary Chairman, reported progress,
.and obtained leave to sit again To-morrow.

39, PosrroNEMENTS :—The following Orders of the Day postponed until Te-morrow :—

{1.) The remaining Orders of the Day of Government Business Nos. 4to 11. =

(2.} Case of Thomas Suffield ; resumption of the adjourned Debate, on the moiton of Mr. Arthur
Griffith, * That, in view of the refusals of sueceseive DMinisters of Justice to grant an inquiry nto
«“ the case of Thomas Suffield under the provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, this
“ House is of opinion that, with the objeet of enabling him to clear away the stmn.whicb rests
“ upon his name, a Royal Commission to irquire into the circumstances connected with his trial
¢ should forthwith be appointed.” : 00
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20. Norru SEorE BripgE Birn:—Mr. Neild moved, pursuant to emended INotice,—

(1.) That the North Shore Bridge Bill be referred to a Select Committee for consideration and
report.

(2].?) That such Committee consist of Mr. Young, Mr. Dugald Thomson, Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick,
Mr. Hayes, Mr, Harrig, Mr. Suttor, Mr. Sleath, Mr, Cohen, Mr. Sawers, and the Mover.

Debate snsued.

Question put.

The House divided.

Aves, 20, Koes, 4.
Mr. Jessep, Mr. Rigg, Mr, James Thomson, Mr. Dacey,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Aflleck, Mr, Macdonnld, Mr. Bennett.
Mr, Reid, Mr. Hurley, Mr. Alesander Campbell, Tell
Mr. Cook, Mr. Lyne, My, Watson, aeters,
Mr. Spruson, Mr. Wood, Mr. Millard. Mr. Carroll,
Mr. Lee, Mr, Neild, Tell Mr. Thomas Brown.
Mr. E. M. Clark, Mr. Smith, erers,
Mr. J. C. L. Filzpatrick, Mr. McGowen, Mr, Willss,
Mr, Chanter, Mr, Spence, Mr. Moore.
Mr, Phillips, Mr, Hawthorne,
Mr, Anderson, Mr. Ross,

And =0 it was resolved in the affirmative.

21. Sypwry axp Nouwrnt Sypyey Brroen anp Tramwaty Broir:—Mr. . M. Clark moved, pursuant

to amended Notice,—

(1.) That the Sydney and North Sydney Bridge and Tramway Bill be referred to a Sclect Com-
mittee for consideration and report.

{2.) That ruch Committee consist of Mr. Young, Mr. Henry Clarke, Mr. Reymond, Mr, Watson,
My, Howarth, Mr, Henry Chapman, Mr. 8pruson, Mr. Levien, Mr. Price, and the Mover.

(3.) That the Reports, Minutes of Proceedings, and Fvidence of previous Sclect Committces on
the subject of conmecting Sydney with North Sydney by bridge, tunnel, or tunnel-railway, be
referred to such Committee.

Debate ensued.

Question put.

The House divided.

Aves, 30, Noes: 4,
Mr. Jessep, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Ross, Mr. Carroll,
Mr. Neild, Mr. Afleck, My, James Thomnson, Mr. Dacey.
Mr. Reid, Mr. Hurley, Mpr, Alexander Campbell, Tell
Mr. Spruson, Mr. B. M. Clark, M. Willis, shiend,
Mr. Cook, Mr. Lvne, Mr, Millard, Mr, Thomas Brown,
Mr. Lec, Mr. Mucdonald, Mr. Watson. Mr. Bennett.,
Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick, Mr. Smith, Tl
Mr, Chanter, Mr. MeGowen, eLiers,
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Moore, Mr. Phillips,
Mr. Rigg, Mr. Spence, Mr. Hawthorne.
Mr. Archibald Campbel]l,Mr. Fergusen,

And go it was resolved in the affirmative.

22. - ApsounyMENT :—Mr, Reid moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Dehate ensued.
(Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, st sixteen minutes belore Twelve o'clock, until To-merrow at
Three o’clock. -

F. W. WEBB, . WILLIAM McCOURT,

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Deputy-Speaker.

r1
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

THURSDAY, 27 OCTOBER, 1898,

1. The Housc met pursuant to adjournwment.

The Clerk informed the House that Mr. Speaker was nnavoidably absent, in consequence of illriess.

Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursuant to the 22nd
Standing Order of the House. :

2. Errcroraze OF PaRramarTa :—Mr. Deputy-Speaker reported that the Writ issued by Mr. Speaker
on the 19th instant for the election of o Member to serve for the Electoral District of Parramatta,
in room of William John Ferris, Esquire, whose election had been declared by the Committee of
Elections and Qualifications to have been wholly void, had been duly returned, with a certificate
endorsed thereon of the election of Willinm John Ferris, Esquire, to serve as such Member.

3. MexMBER Swory :—William John TFerris, Esquire, baving token and subscribed the Oath of

Allegiance, and pigned the Roll of the House, took his seat as Member for the Electoral Distriet
of Parramatta,

4. CoMMITTEE oF ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICaTIONS :—Mr. Deputy-Speaker, pursuant to the requirements
of the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Aet of 1893, laid upon the Table Mr. Speaker’s
‘Warrant appointing the following gentlemen to be Members of the Commitiee of Elections and
Qualifications for the present Session, of which the following is a copy :—

“ By the Honorable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
“of New South Wales.

* Porsuawr to the power in that bebalf vested in me, as Speaker of the Legislatite Assembly of
“ New South Wales, by the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act of 1893, 1 do hereby °

 appoint—
“ John Moore Chanter, Esquire, * Francis Edward McLean, Esquire,
“ John Haynes, Esquire, “ Simeon Phillips, Xsquire, and
“ Hugh Macdonald, Bsquire, * William Sawers, Esquire,

“ being Members of the said Assembly, to be Members of the Committee of Flections and
“ Qualifications in the said Act referred to, during the present Session of the Assembly aforesaid,
“inroom of Messrs. Suttor, Ashton, Cann, Mahony, Whiddon, and Dr. Ross, resigoed,

“ Given under my hand, at the Legislative Assembly Chamber, Maequarie-street, Syduey,
“ thig twentiy-seventh day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
* and nincty-eight.
“J. P, ABBOTT,
“ Speaker,”

5. QUESTIONE :—

(1.) Imported Cattle:—Dr. Ross asked the Seeretary for Mines,—Have the various breeds of stud
cattle recently imported into the Colony been subjected since their arrival to the tuberculin test for
tuberculosis ; if 8o, have any of them been found to suffer any disease of a tubercular character ?
Mr. Brunker answered,—These animals were tested immediately before they were imported, and it

is necessary to allow some timc to elapse before it is advieable to make a sceond test. It is the
intention to retest at the proper time. '
@)
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(2.) Diseazes amongst Stock :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Mines,—

(1.) Are there any particular discases or special distempers of an indigenous character known to
exist in the Colony of New South Wales from which our herds and flocks, less or more, are liable
to suffer in paréicular districts, and during particular periods and seasons of the year?

(2.) Tor the information of steckowners, will he state or specify what the nature of these
particular or indigenous diseases (if any) consist of, and the various localities from which they
chiefly or are most likely to originate, and the cause of the same?

Afr, Brupker answered.—

(1.} Yes; there are particular dizeases to be met with in certain districte during particular periods
of the year.

{2.) This is already done. The diseases ave dealt with in the Annual Reporis of the Stock and
Brands Branch, which are widely distributed throughout the Colony. Reports on the causes of
the diseases and their treatment have from time to time been published as the oceasions required.

(3.) Allowance to Public Servants in the far West :—Mr. Perry asked the Postmaster-General,—

(1.) Tsit a fact that the oflicers of the FPost and Telegraph Service in the far West were, until
the advent of the Public Service Board, paid an allowance to cover extra cost of living, &e. ?

{2.) Is he awaee that this allowanee was stopped in 1896 P

(8.} Is he aware that in other branches of the Service the allowances were not stopped ?

{4.) 'Will he bring this matter before the Colonial Treasurer, with a view to having a sum of money
placed on the Estimates o reimburse thore officials in his Departments whose allowances were
stopped, such to date from 1st July, 1896, instead of lst July, 1898, as notified in Gazetée, of Tth
October?

Mr. Parles answered,—

(L) Under Departmentat Regulations issued in June, 1892, officers thereafter appointed to certain
places in the back country, where the cost of living was exceptionally high, were granted allowances
to eover the extra cost of living, &ec.

(2.3 Yes, in connection with the grading of the Department by the Public Service Board, but in
some cnses the original salary was increased.

{3.) No.

(4.) Thisis a matter entirely under the control of the Public Service Board.

(4.) Search Fee Charged at the Treasury :—Mr. Gormly asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1) Is it the practice of the Treasury to charge a search fee of 5s, for furnishing particulars of
amounts outstanding as balances of purchase money on conditional purchases ?
(2) Will be take steps to prevent such charge being made in future?

Mr. Reid answered,—Tt has been found necessary to charge a search fee,in consequence of the
large number of Inquiries made by financial institutions, such inquiries being evidently for the sole
purpose of checking their securities. In no case is the fee charged when the owner of the con-
ditional purchose asks for tho informabion, nor is it charged in cases where it is the intention to
pay off the cutstanding balance of purchase money. I should like to add to this official answer
that it was not my intention, in authorising this charge, that it should £all upon the selectors in any
way ; but we have had enormous trouble in answering the questions of great financial institutions in
reference to hundreds of sclections, and 76 was as to those inquiries that the charge has been imposed.
Perhaps I had better be o little more definite, so as to seeure that any representative of a selector
may have exactly the same facilities as would the owner himself, because we know that the
owners live in country districts, and in many cases may employ some persons in town to obtain
information for them. I have no wish that this charge should be a burden upon those whose
selections are on our books. I feel that we ought to give them the most perfect information ; but
we cannot undertake to become agents for Jarge financial institutions who have thousands of
selections which do net belong to the selectors at all, but which belong to persome who have
bought them.

(5.) Revision of the Electoral Rolla :—Mr. Affleck asked the Colonial Seeretary,—

(1.) Having reference to the reply to Question No. 8 of the 6th October, in reference to the
revision of the Electoral Rolls, has he submitted to his colleagues the question and the action
necessary to be taken under the circumstances ; if he has not, when will he do se ?

(2.) Will he say when he will give a definite reply as to the action of the Government in the
matter, if he is not now in a position to do so through not yet having submitted the matter to his
colleagues for consideration P

. Mr. Brunker answered,—In view of recent developments it has been necessary to make inquiry

for the purpose of obtaining further information before T can give a definite reply to the Honorable
Member's Questions. I am now seeking the advice of the Crown Law Officers with regard to
several irregularities which have taken place recently, and it will be necessary to obtain fuller
information before I can deal with the matter practically.

(6.) Lond and Ineome Tax Act:—Mr. Aflleck asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1) Is the Land Tax Book, under the 40th clause of the Land and Income Tax Act, yeb open to
public inspection ; if not, when will it be a0 ?
(2.) Have all the disputed valuations under the Land and Income Tax Act been dectded ; if nof,
how many have yet to be decided, and what is the cause of the delay in respect to land tax only ?
(3.) Will he give the names of - the owners of the land that have yet to be decided, as to value of
their land, liable to taxation under the Act P
{4.) Has any amount been paid under the Act as tax on the land still under dispute; if not,
what are the number of such cases, and the probable amounts due? . M

r.
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Mr. Reid answered,—

(1.) The Land Tax Assessment Book is not completed, bub any information respecting assessments
which may be legally disclosed will be furnished upon application. Every effort is being made to
complete the Assessment Book at the carliest possible date.

(2.} Nine per cent. of the disputed valuations still remain undecided; of these the larger pro-
portion is practically settled, but awnits the receipt of formal acceptances from the tax-payers. It
was considered advisable to exhaust every means to obtain a friendly settlement with the tax-
payers, and thus avoid the expense attendant upon legal proesedings. Arrangements are mow
being made to set down the remaining eases for hearing at the Appeal Court.

(3 ard 4.) The Commissioners are unable to furnish this information,

(7.) Refund to Public School Teachérs Paying to the Superannuation Fund :—Mr, Gormly asked
the Minister of Public Instroction,—Will teachers of Public Schools who still contribute to th_e
Superannuation Fund receive a refund of the amount actually paid by them to the Fund on their
resigning voluntarily before the age of 60 years?

Afr, Brunker answered,—No ; only teachers who ceased to contribute to the Fund previous to the
23rd December, 189G, can obtain such refund.

(8.) Permanent Artillery Band:—Mr. B. M. Clark asked the Colonial Treasurer,— .
(1.) Was the Permanent Artillery Band permitted lately to play at a garden party given by the
Archbishop of Svdney?
(2) Tsit a fact that no charge was made for the services of the band ; and, if so, will he take steps
to prevent in future such unfair competition with the private bands of the city ?

Mr. Reid answered,—
(1) Yes.
(2.) No.

(9.) Amendment of the Railway Aet:—DMr. Moleswortk asked the Colonial Treasurer,—Will he
consider the desirability of amending the Railway Act in the direction of placing the employees
of the Rallway Service in thiz Colony on a eimilar footing to those in the Victorian Railway
Service in the matter of their being allowed to have one of their own number on the Board or
tribunal for the trial of offences committed by employees ?

Mcr. Reid answered,—As stated on 31st August last, in reply to a similar Question, I will take this
very impaortant matter into my consideration.

(10.) Coroner’s Inquest on Stockton Calamity :—Mr. Anderson, for Mre. Fegan, asked the Secretary
for Mines,—Has he any objection to lay upon the Table of this House a copy of the evidence of
the Coroner’s inquest held at Stockton in connection with the Stockton calamity ?

Mr, Brunker answered,—This has already been done. The evidence referred to was laid upon the
Table of the House on the 6th October, 1397.

(11.) Deputation respecting City Railway Extension :—Mr. Chanter asked the Secretary for Public
‘Works,—
(L) Did he receive » deputation yesterday of persons advecating the construction of the city
railway into Hyde Park ?
(2.) Did he, in October last vear, receive o letter from Mr. J. M. Chanter, M.DP., on behalf of the
Hyde Park Defence Committee, requesting him to receive a deputation against the construction of
such railway ? ‘ ,
(3.) Did he ecause a reply to be sent, stating that he declined to receive a deputation, as he
congidered it unnecessary ? ‘
(4.) Will he consent to receive a deputation from the Hyde Park Defence Committee, and permit
them to submit reasons why this particular proposed raifway should not be carried out?
(5.) Will he consent to receive such deputation on or about the 10th or 11th of November next?
(G.) Will he decline to give dny reply to the deputation, in favour of the said railway, until after
he has heard the reasons submitted to him by the deputation against the proposal ?
Mr. Young answered,—
(1.) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3.) A reply was sent to the cffect “‘ that after the careful and full inquiry made into the merits
* of thia proposal by the Public Works Committee, and the voluminous evidence given, a deputation
* would seem to be now unnecessary,”
(4.) Yes.
(5.) Yes; on a date to be mutually arranged.
(6.) The matter will be fully considered by Cabinet at an early date.

(12.) The Coast Hospital :— M. James Thomson, for Mr. Dacey, asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) How many of the nurses of the Coast Hospital were paid less than their usual salary for the
month of September ? '

. (2.) In what way were these nurses notified of the cause of the withholding of their salaries, and
of the subsequent deductions therefrom ?

- (3.) In pursuance of what regulation of the Public Service Board were these deductions made ®
(4.) Ts 1t not a fact that some of the narses who suffered these deductions for absence from duty
through illness were suffering from influenza P
(5.) Isit with hig sanction that these nurses are compelled to submit to these deductions from
their exceedingly small salaries while incapacitated through illness, sueh as influenza, contracted
during the exercise of their duties ?

-(6.) Will he ask the Chief Medical Officer to explain the fact of these deductions having beer
rOnadebwii;h his denial of tho fact contained in the Answer to Mr. Dacey’s Question, No. 3, of 18th
ctober Mr.
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Mr. Brunker answered,—The following information has been sapplied by the Chisf Medical
Officer of the Government:—

(1.} Bydeductions for absence through illness, 8; Ly deductions for absence through resignation, 2,
-(2.) By word of mouth,

{3.) Section 44 of the Regulations, made under the Public Service Act of 1895.

(d.) Yes.

(5.} When the contagions illness is ¢learly contracted in the course of, and conscquent on, the
execution of duty, no deduction is made, in accordance with the answer to Question 3 (4}, Mr.
Dacey, October 18th, The cases in which the illness was influenza ars not considered as falling
under this deseription. ‘

{6.) No discrepancy appears.

(18.) Employees of the Government Printing Office:—3r. Copeland asked the Colonial Treasurer,—
Reverting to Questions asked by Mr. Copeland on 18th October, with respect to the hours of
service required from the Government Printing employees,—

(1.} Is be aware that such employees reguinmly work about eight hours per week, or over 400
hours per annum, more than the officers of the clerical staff of the same Department, and that such
employees only receive payment for overtime when required to work afier 6 p.m., while the clerks
in like manner receive overtime payment if called upon to work after that hour ?

(2.) Is the fact of the clerical officers concluding their dulies ordinarily at half-past 4, while the
printers work till 6, taken to constitute an equitable reason for the former being granted two
weeks’ annual leave free from conditions, while to obfain a similir concession the printers have to
submit to the imposition of a penalty of either working an additionsl term of foriy-six hours
avertime, or, faihng these extra duties, must submit to a deduction of forty-six hours’ wages at
overtime rates ? .

(3.} Is there any professional, praciieal, or sensible reason for drawing these distiuctions between
the twopbm—nches of employment in the same Department of T'ublic Service ; if ro, will he please
state it

(4.) As it appears doubtful whether the forty.six hours’ deduction at overtime rates is legal, will he
congider the advisableness of referring the question to the Crown Law Officers for their opinion ?

My, Reid answered,—The necessary information will be prepared and laid upon the Table of the
House in the form of a return.

6. Deerwater HarnourR At Port Kmmsna:—Mr. Nicholson presented a Petition from cerlain
colliery proprietors, miners, workmen, and others directly interested in the progress of Illawarra
and the Southern coal frade, representing that they ave subjected to certain hardships on aceount
of the great loss of time occastoned by the imgosaibilit}' of loading the large class of steamers now
secking eargoes at the colliery jetties; that the loading of such steamers is impossible escept in
perfeetly calm weather, while the loading of sailing ships is impossible; that, solely on account of
the want of protection to the jetbies, 80,000 and 90,000 tons of trade, and between £20,000 and
£22,000 in wages, have been lost during the six menths ending Augnst last; that the House should
adopt measures to at once build a deepwater port or harbour ut Port Kebla, so that the londing
of any class of steamer or sailing ship may proceed constantly and independently of the weather,-
which would result in giving constant employment as weil as doubling the trade ; that the neces-
sity of a protected harbour at Port Kembla is urgent; and praying the House wili lose no time in
adopting such means as may be necessary to give effect to the prayer of Petitioners.

Petition received.

7. Prisrmve ComMITTEE :—Mr. Gormly, as Chairman, brought up the Ninth Report from the Printing
Committee.

8. Paren:—DMr. Reid laid upon the Table,—Report of the Railway Commissioners on Railways and
Tramways for Quarter ended 30th September, 1898,
Referred by Sessional Order to the Irinting Committee.

9. Avusrratasian Feperazzow ;—The Order of the Day having been read, Mr. Deputy-Speaker left the
Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to further consider the follow-
ing resolutions :—
 This House affirms :—

“ (L) Tte desire that steps should be taken without delay in conjunction with the other Colonies
“ o bring about the comptletion of federal union. _
“ (2.} Its desire that the other Colonies should agree to reconsider those provisions of the Biil
¢ mast generally objected to in New South Wales, namely . —
“ {a) Represeniafion in the Senafe—
“ poncerning which this House desires to submit for the comsideration of the other
“ Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted nupon, the provision for.a three-fifths
“ majority at a joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that & simple majority
“ should decide; ox that the provision for a jeint sitting be replaced by a provision for a
* IWational Referendum.
< (B) The 87th Clause, known as the Braddon Clause— )
“ sonecrning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
 that this Clause should be removed from the Bill.
“ {¢) The Capital of the Commonwealth— ) _ ‘
“ soncerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
"« that Clanse 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
“ of the Federal Capital in such piace within the boundaries of New South Wales as the
# Federal Parlinpent may determine. )
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“(d) The Boundaries of States— : .
“ goncerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies
“ that better provision should be made against the alteration of the boundarics of n State
“ withont its own congent—namely, by the protection afforded by clause 127, as to the
“representation of States.

“ (&) Imland ivors—
“ concerning which this Ilouse desires to subinit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the use of inland rivers for purposes of water conservation and irrigation should
“ be more clearly safeguarded.

() Boney Bills—
“ concerning which this House desives to=ubmit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that there should be o uniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that provided in
¢ the case of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Commonwealth.

“ (g) Judicial Appeals from States—
“ poneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the ather Colonies,
* that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
“ namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
‘ as at present, indiseriminately to either.

“ (8.) Although prepared, for the eake of union—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and
“ just footing—to accept the finanecial system embodied in the Bill, with the one ezeeption
* mentioned, this House earnestly invites further inquiry into, and a more thoreugh consideration
“ of, the financial clauses, regarding as evils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of taxation,
“ a prolanged system of book-keeping, uncertainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided,
“ and uncertainty as to the method of distributing it among the States.”

Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Dick, Temporary Chairman, reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again on Wednesday next,

10. MEssacks rrom toE Leoisoarive Cotneil :—Mr. Deputy-Speaker reported the following Messages
from the Legislative Council :—

(1.} Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill :—
M=n. SrearEr,—

The Legielative Couneil having this day agreed to the Bill, intituled ©“ dn Act fo apply
certain sums out of the Consolidoted Revenue Fund of New South Wales towards the Services of
the year 1808-9," —returns the same to the Legislative Assembly without amendment.

Legislatize Couneil Chamber, JOHN LACKEY,
Sydney, 27th October, 1898. - President.

(2.) Accused Persons Evidence Bill :—
Mg. SPEAKER,—

The Tegislative Council has this day agreed to the Bill, returned herewith, intituled * 4n die
to amend the Criminal Law end Evidence Amendment Act in relation to accused persons giving
cvidence on their own behalf,"—with the amendments indicated by the accompanying Schedule,
including amendments in the Title, in which amendments the Council requests the concurrence: of
the Legislative Assembly,

Legislative Council Chamber, JOHN LACKEY,
Sydney, 27tk October, 1898, President.

AccusEp Pewsons Evioexce Bivr.
Schedule of the Amendments referred to in Message of 27th October, 18983,

Jomx J. Carnvenr,
Clerk of the Parliaments,

Page 1, Title. Before “ amend ¥ inserf *“ further ”
Page 1, Title. (it “ in relation to accused persons giving evidence on their own behalf ™
Page 1, clause 2.  Omit clause 2.
Examined—

ArcEn. H. Jacos,

Chairman of Committees.

Ordered by Mr. Deputy-Speakor, that the amendments mude by the Logislative Council in this
Bill be taken inte consideration on Tuesday next,

{3.) Medical Practitioners Amendment Bill :—
Mg. SPEARER —
The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled ** 4% Aet to regulate the

practice of Medicine and Surgery, and other matiers connected therewith,"—presents the same to the
Legislative Assembly for its concurrence. '

Legislative Council Chamber, JOHN LACKEY,
Sydney, 27th October, 1898, President.
Rill, on motion of Mr, Reid, read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday next.
11.
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11. PoSTPONEMENTS :=—
(1) The remaining Orders of the Day of Government Business (Wos. 2 to 11} postponed until
Wednesday next.
(2.) Case of Thomas Sufficld ; resumption of the adjourned Debate, on the motion of Mr. Arthur
Griffith, “ That, in view of the refusals of successive Ministers of Justice to grant an inguiry inte
“ the case of Thomas Suffield under the provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, this
“ House is of opinion that, with the object of enabling him to clear away the stain which rests
“ upon his name, a Royal Commission to inquire into the circumstances connected with his trial
* should forthwith be appointed * ;—postponed until Tucsday next.

12. Casg or Sypxry COOPER, 45 T0 MTNING UNDER A Roan, Partsu oF CLive, CouxTY 0F GOUGH:—
Mr. Moore moved, pursuant to Notice,—
(L) That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon all the eircumstances
sttending the case of Sydnmey Cooper, who was the holder of an authority to mine under a road
separating portions Nos. 330 and 413, in the parish of Clive, county of Gough, such authority
being obtained by him as the holder of a document purporting to be a mineral license, but which
was held by the Appeal Court, holden at Tnverell, not to be a mineral license, as the “butt™ was
not attached thereto.
(2.) That such Committee consist of Mr. Cook, Mr. Austin Chapman, Mr. Cann, Mr. Gormly,
My, Thomas Brown, Mr. Maedonald, Mr. Cruickshank, and the Mover.
(3.) That the Report, Minutes of Proccedings, and Evidence of the Seleet Cowmittee of Session
1897 be referred to such Committee. .
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned, at fourteen minutes after Eleven o’clock, until Tuesday next at Three o’clock.

F. W. WEBB, 'WILLIAM McCOURT,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Deputy-Speaker.
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TUESDAY, 1 NOVEMBER, 1898.
© 1. The House met purauant to adjournment.

The Clerk informed the House that Mr. Speaker was unavoidably absent, in consequence of illness.
‘Whereupon the Chairman of Committecs took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursuant to the 22nd
Standing Order of the House. : '

2. Corsormpaten RevENue Foxp Bini:—The following Message from HisExcellency the Lieutenant-

- Governor was delivered by Mr. Reid, and read by Mr. Deputy-Spesker : —
F¥REDK, M. DARLEY, Meseage No. 87,

Lientenant-Governor.

A Bill, intituled * An Adct #o apply certain sums out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of
New South Wales towards the Services of the year 1898-9,”—as finally passed by the Legislative
Council and Assembly, having been presented to the Lieutenant-Governor for the Royal Assent,
His Excellency has, in the name of Her Majesty, asscnted to the said Bill, and has this day
transmitted it to tho Legislative Council, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for
enrolment, in the manner required by law,
Government House,

Sydney, 28th October, 1898,

3. CommITTEE 0T ELECTIONS AND QQUALIFICATIONS :— .

(1.) Baturity of Warrani reported :—Mr. Deputy-Speaker reported that Mr. Speaker’s Warrant,
laid upon the Table on the 20th Qctober, 1898, appointing Samuel Wilkinson Moore, Esquire, to
be & Member of the Committee of Flections and Qualifications for the present Session, not having
been disapproved by the Assembly in the course of the threc next sitting days on which the
Assembly met for the despatch of business, had now taken effect ; and intimated that it was there-
fore open to Mr. Moore to be sworn at the Table by the Clerk, in accordance with the 125th section
of the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act of 1893.

(2.) Member Sworn :—Samuel Wilkingon Moore, Esquire, came to the Table, and was sworn by the
Clerk as a Member of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.

T 4. QUESTIONS :—
: (1.) Railway from Hay to Deniliquin :—2fr. Donaldson, for Mr. Byrne, asked the Secretary for
~ Public Works,—That in view of the urgent need of a railway from Hay to Deniliquin, and the

reluctancy of the Government to construct a line, would he favour an applieation or proposal to de
" the work by private enterprise ?

Mr. Young answered,—J am not in favour of allowing any important line of railway in this
country to be in the hands of private individuals,

(2.) Noxious Weeds and Plants:—Mr. Waddell asked the Secretary for Mines,—Ts it his intention
to introduee a Bill to provide for the destruction of noxious weeds and plants ; and, if so, when?

Mr. Cook answered,~—DBly honorable colleague the Secretary for Lands has, I understand, a Bill
ready to introduce ab the first opportune time.

(3.) Permits to Mine on Conditionally-leased Land :——Mr, Richards asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) Is it a fact that it is held that miners cannot enter conditionally-leased land without same ia
proclaimed by the Governor, and gazetted as private property within the meaning of the Mining

on Private Lands Amendment Act—thus preventing miners from entering conditionally-leased
land until so proclaimed ?

2)
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(2.) 1f so, will he talke action to have all conditional leagses proclaimed private land within the
meaning of the Mining on Private Lands Amendment Act, g0 as to afford miners every facility to
enter all such lands, and prevent unnecessary delay in obtaining permits to so enter ?

Mz. Cook answered,— )

(1) Yes, so far as mining for gold, silver, lead, tin, and antimony is concerned. Other minerals
can be searched for on obtaining a permit from the Department to do so.

(2.} It is proposed to malke provision for this in the Amending and Consolidating Bill which is in
course of preparation. '

{4.) Crown Lands Bilt:—Mr. Richards asked the Secretary for Landé,-—-—

(1.) Will he embody in his Amending Land Act a clause allowing the holder of a residential lease
the power to apply for an additional lease up to 20 acres, the increased area now allowed under
the Land Act of 18957

(2.) Will he amend the law, to give the holders of residential leases the right fo convert same into
homestead selections ?

Ar, Brunker answered,—The matter will be considered ; but I may state that in almost all cases
the land held under residential lease is auriferous, and not of the character considered to be
guitable for hoinestead selection.

(5.) Revenue and Expenditure of the Postal Department —Mr, Affleck asked the Postmaster-

Greneral,—

{1.) Was there any excess of revenue over expenditure on the business of the Postal Department

for the year 1856-7 ?

(2.) Was there any excess of revenue over expenditure ou the business of the Postal Department

for the year 1B97-8°?

{8.) 1f there is any surplus for either or both years, what is proposed to be done with it?

(4.) Has he cdnsidered or will he consider the advisability, if there is a surplus for both years, of

appropriating 1t in the direction of granting a general reduction throughout the Coleny of the
ostage on letters to 1d. per half-ounce ?

(5.) Whether there is a surplus or not for the two years, will he give hiy consideration to the

matter of making a uniform charge throughout the Coleny on letters not exceeding half an ounce,

beginning with January, 1899 ?

(6.) Is he aware that, under the present system, many persons have to pay 3d. per letter on receipt

of same, or decline to take them, through the habit of persons getting letters and zending same

to certain post offices at the penny rate in one direction, while In the opposite direction it requires

a 2d. stamp fo send it only 2 miles?

Mr. Parkes answered,— :

(1 and 2.) While it is gratifying to state that in 1897-8 the operations of the combined Depart-
ments of the Postmaster-Greneral, for the first time since 1891 (when there was small surplus in
the Post Office aceounts), left a balance of revenue over sxpenditure; on the Votes under the
controi of the Postmaster-General, there is still an estimated loss of about £70,000 per annum on
the working of this Department—taking into consideration the expenditure from Votes under
control of other public Departments, such as stores, stationery, repairs, and alferations to build-
ings, printing, &e., and the intercst on the cost of construction of buildings and telegraph lines.
(8.) All receipts go to the credit of tho Consclidated Revenue.

(4 and 5.) The question of reducing the inland rate to 1d.has been frequently under consideration,
but in view of the loss of revenue (estimated at £60,000 a year) which would be involved, I do not
see my way to recommend it.

(6.) 1 am not aware of this; butif it is so the fault is with the senders, who should either post at
the post office of the town in which they live, or direct their correspondents to address to the place
at which they (the senders) do post. '

(8.) Special Granis for Roads and Bridges :—3r. Afleck asked the Secretary for Public Works,—

(1.) Is he aware that according to the return laid upon the Table of thie House, showing special
grants for roads and bridges, from March to the 27th July last, and given out of the £300,000
voted in the Monthly Supply Bill, that such grants were made to forty-seven electorates represented
by opposition Members, while only twenty Government supporters had the same consideration
shown them ?

(2.) Is he aware that the total sum represented on that form as special grants amounted te
£15,792, and was distributed as follows:—Oppesition Members, £10,886; Labour Members,
£2,125; Government supporters, £2,781 ; the latter sum being divided amongst thirtcen electorates?
{3.) Will he lay the schedulesof classified roads upon the Table of this House not later than ten
days before he submits his Road Vote for the year 1898-9°?

{4.) Will he see for the future, in the distribution of the Road Vote, that the Dembers on the
Government side of the House will get as fair a proportion of the said Vote as those on the
Oypposition side of the House ?

Mr. Young answered,—

(1 and 2.) 1t is evident that the Honorable Member's analysis of the special grants of £15,792
is based on the present state of the House, not as parties stood when the grants were made.
At the time of the expenditure it happened to be fairly evenly divided, both as to numbers of
constituen-cies and amounts,

{3.) The schedules will be laid on the Table of the House in good time for Honorable Members
to consider when my Estimates are before the Committee.

(4.) 1 think the honorable gentlemman can hardly realise the significance of his request, which is
tantamount to asking me to make the distribution of road expenditure s political matter. My’
endeavour has always been to deal with each application upon its merits, irrespective of party
consideration, and as long as I have the honor $o fill my present position I do not intend to deviate
from that course. {7)
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(7.) Application for Patent Rights for Gold Dredging : —MMr. Rose asked the Secretary for Mines,—
(1.) 1s he aware that a certain application has been made by one Hobert Park o obtain sole patent
rights for the Colony of New South Wales of a gold dredge similar to those in operation for many
vears in New Zealand ?

(2.} Is he aware that the applicant is peither the inventor nor the agent of the inventors of any of
the gold dredging applisnces embraced in his application?

(3.) Does he realise, that, it such application is successtul, the applicant will practically obtain a
monopoly and complets control of the future of gold dredging in this Celony ?

f4.) Tu the intcrests of the Btate, the value of whese dredging lands would be affeeted by auy such
manopoly, and in the interests of the many who kave applied for dredging claims, and who contem-
plate building gold dredges, will he instruct the, officers of the Department of Mines to carcfully
watch the progress of such applieation, with a view of preventing the issue of palent rights unless
it is clearly demonstrated that the applicant is entitled thereto?

Mpr. Cook answered,—

(1) Yes.

(2.) I believe this is so.

(3.) Yes.

(4.) This is being done.

(8.) Diseasez in Sheep Acts of 1866 snd 1876 :—3fr. Hayes, for Mr. Gormly, asked the Secretary
for Mines,—What amount now stands in the Trensury to the credit of the Trust Funds
contributed under the provisions of the Diseases in Sheep Act of 1866 and the Discases in Sheep
Ameundment Act of 18767 '
Mr. Cook answered,—There is at present no eredit balance, but, on the contrary, an amount of
£3,140 0s. 2d. is outstanding against the Fund.

(9.) Supply of Dummy Guns for Cadets:—Mr, I5. M. Clark asked the Minister of Public Instruction,—
(1) Is 1t a fact that the supply of dummy guns for cadets has not been let by tender for a
coneiderable time ; and, if so, Low long?

(2.) Is it a fact that the present contractor sublets the work to 2 person named Duft'?

(8.) (¢) Why are not anoual tenders invited for this sopply; (0) and will he in future see this
done; (¢) and will he also take steps to provent subletting in conncetion with same?

Mr. Hogue answersd,—

(1.} Tublic tenders for the supply of driil rifles were called for in 1890, and revised prices were
obtained on thrce subsequent dates.

{2) T am informed that Mr. Duff has been in the employ of the contractor for the past ten years.
He superviges the making of the guns.

(3.) (a) Bee reply to No. 1; (§) tenders will be invited next year; () see reply to No. 2.

(10.) Holidays to Members of the Police Force :—2Ar. MeGowen, for Mr, Dacey, asked the Calonial
Secretary,—
(1.) Has any gencral order or regulation, dealing with police holidays, been issued since 1st June
last ?
{2.) What are the conditions under which holidays are granted to the police ?
(3.) Are the police to be allowed fourteen days holiday each year as a right, or merely as a favour?
(4.) Ts it a fact $hat al present every policeman appiying for o fortmght’s holiday must give some
reason why his request should be granted ?
(5.} How many applications for holidays have been received by the Department since 1st July last ?
(6.) How many were granted ?
{7.) How many were refused ?
Mr. Brunker answered,—The Inspector-Greneral of Police has furnished me with the following
information :—
(1) No.
{2 and 3.) On application they may obtain fourteen days' leave in eaeh year on fuli pay, or under
special circumstances for a longer period, but there may be reasons justifying a refusal to grant leave.
(4.) Yt is customary to do so, and necessary to know where the constable 18 to be found.
(5,6, and 7.} As Superintendents can grant leave in their own disiriets, this could only De
ascertained by ealling for returns,

Parens :—

Mr. Cook laid upon the Table,—Refurn to an Order, made on 26th October, 1898,—¢ Sums paid to
“ Discoverers of Gold-fields.” .
Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee.

Mr. Young laid upon the Table,~—Water By-laws under the Hunter District Water Supply and
“ Sewerage Acts 1892-1897.
Referred by Scssional Order to the Trinting Committee,

PostroxEmrxTs :-~The following Orders of the Day postponed uutil Tuesday, 15th November .—
(1.} Diseased Animals and Meat Bill; second reading.
{2.) Mining Laws Amendment Bil}; second reading.

AprouryMENT :(—Mr. Deputy-Speaker stated that he had received from the Honorable Member for
Macquarie, Mr. Hurley, a Notice, under the 49th Standing Order, that he desired to move the
adjournment of the House, to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz.—" The
“ necessity of some alteration in the method of appointing Returning Officers for Elections.”

And the motion for the adjournment of the House being supported by five other Honerable
Members,—

Mr. Hurley moved, That this House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Question put and negatived. 8.

3
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8. Accusep Prrsons Evioewce Bint :—The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of
Mr. Meagher, Mr. Deputy-Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee
of the Whole for the consideration of the amendments made by the Legislative Couneil in this Bill.
Mr, Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Cann, Tomporary Chairman, reported that the

" Committee had agreed to the Council’s amendments, inctuding the amendmentsin the Title.

On motion of Mr, Meagher, the report was adopted.
QOrdered, that the following Message bo carried to the Legislative Council :—

Mgz. PRESTDENT,—

The Legislative Assembly has this day agreed to the amendments made by the Legislative
Couneil in the Bill, intituled * dn dct fo amend the Criminal Law and FEvidence Amendment Act
in relation to accused persons giving evidence on their own behalf"—including the nmendments in
the Title.

Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Sydney, 1st November, 1838.

9. Devrists Binn:—The Order of the Day having been read,—~Mr. Deputy-Speaker left the Chair, and
the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole for the further consideration of the Bill.
Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Cann, Temporary Chairman, reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again To-morrow.

10. AproursMEST:—Mr. Brunker moved, That this Honse do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.

And the House continuing to sit till after Midnight,—

WEDNESDAY, 2 NOVEMBER, 1838, .
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at ten minutes after Twelve o’clock a.m., uniil Three o’clock p.m.
This Day.

F. W. WEBB, WILLTAM McCOURT,
Olerk: of the Legislative Assembly. Deputy-Speaker,
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1. The House meb pursuant to adjournment.

The Clerk informed the House that Mr. Speaker was unavoidably absent, in consequence of illness.
‘Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursuant to the 22nd
Standing Order of the House.

2. Quesrrons:—
(1.) Railway Passes :—Mr. Perry, for Mr. Bennett, asked the Colonial Treasurer,—

(1.) Is it a fact that My. Clibborn, Sceretary of the Australian Jockoy Club, has been granted a
free railway pass over the railways of the Colony ?
(2.) Ts it afact that the Secretary of the Cricket Association has been granted a free railway pass
over the railways ot the Colony?
(3.) Is it a fact that the Secretary of the Royal Agriculfural Society of New South Wales has
been refused a free railway pass on the railways of the Colony, and why ?

Mr. Reid answered,—

(1 and 2.) Iam informed that neither the Secretary of the Australian Jockey Club nor the Secretary
of the Cricket Association hold passes over the railways of the Colony.

(8.) Yecsa. j

(2.) Grasses of New South Wales:—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1) Are the Government bringing out new books on indigenous grasses, &c., when already several
up-to-date works dealing with these subjects have becn published ?
(2.) Did the Government mstruct Mz I'red. Torner, F.T.8., to write works on the “ Indigenous
FYorage Plants of Australia,” “ Graszes of New South Wales,” * Australian Grasses,” &e.; and
can these books be obtained ? _
(3.) Have the British, United States of Ameriea, and Cape Governments, and anthorities in other
countries, published large extracts from Mr. Turner’s works for the information of the botanists,
stockowners, and farmers in their respective countries ? ‘
{4.) Has not Mr. Maiden, Government Botanist, just brought out a book on grasses which have all
been described in Mr. Turner’s works; if so, was the book printed at the public expense ?
(5.) Did Mr. Turner name and describe the nafive grasses for Mr. Maiden ?
(6.} Is it a fact that bibliographies of New South Wales botanical papers have been published at
the country’s cxpense, and no mention of Mr. Turner’s books and papers made in them ; and has
this been adversely commented upon in the Australasian press ?
{7.) How many of My. Turner's hooks have been sold by the Giovernment ; how many of them
have been applied for by persona and institutions in this and the other Colonies, also in countries '
outside Australasia?

Mr. Brunker answered,—Thée following information las been supplied by the Department of
Mines and Agriculture :— , .

(1) A “ Manual of the Grasses of New South Wales™ has recently been published, under the
directions of the Minister for Mines and Agriculture. .

{2.) He was nstructed to write the works om “Tndigenous Forage Plants of Australis” and
* Grasses of New South Wales.” The * Australian Grasses” was offered to, and accepted by the
Governinent.

(3.) 1 am not aware.

(¢, 5, and 6.) No.

(7.) This information ill be supplied if moved for in the wsual way.

(3)
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(8.) Solitary Confinement :—Dir. Ross asked the Minister of Justice,—Will he see that some steps
are taken at an early date to have the system of solitary confinement in connection with prison
discipline abolished, or some other method of punishment introduced of a less severe mental strain
on the character and constitution of those undergoing long sentences in our gaols ?

Mr. Lee answered,—1 am not prepared to take any steps to abolish the system of solitary confine-
ment as & means of enforcing proper discipline among prisoners in our gaols. I may explain that
solitary confinement, as applied to our gaol system, means cell punishment for a prison offence
noder sections 12 and 13 of 4 Vie. No. 20, and is for varying periods, not exceeding one month,
according to the nature of the offence. Such punishment is not inflicted by the Comptroller-
General, but is imposed by the visiting Justices under the powers conferred upon them by the
Prisous Acts and Regulations. The difference between ' solitary confinement” and * separate
ireatment " was fully cxplained in the answer given in this House by my predecessor (Mr. Gould)
to Mr, Millen, on the 8th October, 1896.

(4.) Proposed Railway, Parkes to Werria Creel:—Dr. Ross asked the Seeretary for Public Works,—
In view of the intention of the Government to extend at an early date o line of railway from the
town of Parkes to Werris Creek on the Northern Railway, will he see that the trial survey that
has been made between Parkes 2id Balderodgery and Wellington to Werris Creek is not overlooked
in the construetion of this public work ?

Mr. Young answered,—Due consideration will be given to the Honorable Member's representations
at the proper time.

(5.) Overshot Dam at Nyrang Creek :—Dr. Ross asked the Secretary for Puoblie Works,—Wil he,
in the interest of settlers and the travelling public on the travelling stock route between Eugowra
and Canowindra, obtain a report from some competent officer in his Department on the urgent
necessity for the construction of an overshot dam at Nyrang Creek, near the Public School, and
about 5 miles from Canowindra, the same having been brought under his notice by the Canowindra
Progress Committee as far back as August last ?

Mr. Young answered,—I have ealled for a report, and when it i3 received 1 will communieate with
the Honorable Member.

(6.) St. John's and Civil Service Ambulance Corps:—Dr. Ross asked tho Minister of Public
Tnstruction,—ln view of the importance and advantages arvising from instruction furnished to
adults by the St. John’s and Ciril Service Ambulance Corps in rendering first-aid service in cases
of accidents, will he see that some steps are taken to have a similar system introduced and made
available to senior pupils attending our higher Public Schools ?

Mr. Hogue answered,—It is not considored desirable to inerease the number of subjects taught in
the Public Schools at present.

(7.} Proposal for the Treatment of Indigent Tnebriates :—Alr. MeGowen, for Mr. Watkins, asked the
Colonial Secretary,—-
(1) Will he lay upon the Table of this House the lotter addressed to him on 16th September last
by Mr. J. P. T. Caulfield containing a proposal for the treatment of indigent inebriates ?
(2) Do the Government intend to accede to the proposat made by Mr. Canlfield in such letter ?

Mr, Brunker answered,—The only communication I have received from Mr. Caulfield on this
subject has been ireated as private, eonsequently I cannot lay it npon the Table without Mr.
Caulfield’s consent;, -

(8.) Prizes for Competition al the Voluntéer Fire Brigades Carnival :—Mr. Avehibald Campbell asked
the Colonial Secretary,—Referring to the Quostion asked by Mr. Archibald Campbell an the 26¢h
Ociober concerning prizes for competition at the Volunteer Ilire Brigades Carnival on the 9th
November, will he please state whether the prizes and trophies will be provided wholly or partly
from money already voted by Parliament, or intended to be so voled ?

Mr. Brunker nuswered,—This vole was giveu fur ilie earnival generally, and of course will be
disposed of.  The vofe will not be increased.

{9.) Public Service Board :— M. B%llis, for Mr. Wise, asked the Colonial Treasnrer,——
(1.} Is it a fact that the Public Service Board has appointed a sub-Board or sub-Commijttec of
Civil Servants, under the title of Grading Board or Grading Committes, or some gimilar title ?
(2.} If 8o, whai are the funetions of this Board ?
(8.) Does it, among other duties; report upon recommendations and reports of Under Secretaries
and heads of Departments ?
(4.) Who are the members of it, and what is thoir standing in the Service ?
{5.) Do the members of this Board receive any additional remuneration ?
(6.) By what authoriy is this Board appointed ?

My, Brunker answered,— :

(1,2, and 3.) 1 am informed that the Public Service Board, having under consideration the question
of placing the salaries of the Professional Staff throughout the Public Service on a proper and
uniformn bagis, a short time ago met the professional heads of Departments in consultation, and at
their suggestion appointed a Committeo of some of the most capable professional officers to go
though the Departments and collect such information ns would enable them te come to a proper
decision in the matter. Tt shonld be vemembered thaf the officcrs in the Public Service number
nearly 16,000, and that with o large amount of work devolving upon the Board, it is simply
impossible for them personally to colleet every item of information, or to make every inquiry
necessary in connection with the varied matters coming before them for determination. Tn
appointing the Committee referred to, the Board ave simply availing themselves of the services of

those
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those best able to give it in order to obtain the information which is essential to enable a proper
decision to be arrived at. In doing this the Board do not delegate their functions, or relieve them-
selves in any way of the responsibilities imposed on them by the Public Service Act. Tho Board
are not bound in any way by the conclusions of the Committee, and befors any action is taken on
their report the professional heads of Departments will be again consulted. )
{4.) The members of the Commiitee arc :—DMr. J, Davis, Chiet Engineer for Sewerage Construction ;
Mr. C. O. Burge, Principal Assistant Engineer for Railway Construction; Mr. C. J. Saunders,
Inspector, Department of Lands; Mr. C. 2. Rennie, Chiet Draftaman, Department of Lands ; and
Mr. ¢t A. McKay, Chief Draftsman, Department of Mines.

(5.) No,

(6.) Answered by 1, 2, and 3.

(10.) Garibaldi Gold and Antimony Mining Company, Hillgrove :—Mr. Neild asked the Secretary
for Mines,— _
(1) THas his attention been drawn'to the case of the Garibaldi Gold and Antimony Mining Company,
Hillgrove ?
(2.} Is it a fact that this company is procceded against by an adjoining company upon & cliim for
putnping and a elaim for using tailings on their own ground, to which such adjeming company lay
claim ?
(3.) Ts he aware that the warden nt Hillgrove has been advised that the person served with notice
of trial has not the power fo defend an action on behalf of the Garibaldi Gold and Antimony
Mining Company, and that, in fact, the company proceeded against has had no notice of the action
tried in their absence ? .
(4) 1s he aware that the Garibaldi Company have by their Sydney agent applied for time to
obtain antherity to defend such claim, notwithstanding which the warden has proceeded with the
case, given judgment, and issued execution ?

(5.) Will he direct stay of proccedings, and give the whole matter his carncst consideration P

Mr. Cook answered,—Yes, attention has heen drawn to this case; but the Department .haa no
power to interfere with the judicial functions of & Warden. The 111th section of the Mining Act
prescribes that the Mining Warden only can grant a stay of proceedings.

(11.) Post and Telegraph Officers :—Mr. FitzGerald asked the Postmaster-General,— .
(L) Are post and telegraph officers, in order to entitle them to increases of salary in accordance
with Regulations of the I'ublic Service Board, compelled fo pass certain examinations in subjects as
Inid dewn in the folleswing text books:—{1) Thompson’s Electricity and Mametism ; (2) Culley’s
Handbook of Telegraphy; (3) Preecc and Sivewright’s Telegraphy; (4) Terry and Tinn's
Telegraphic Apparatus; (5) Hobb's Arithmetic of Hlectrical Measurements; (6) Preece and
Stubbs’” Manual of Telephony ? . ‘
(2) IMow many post and telegraph officers have been asked if they are willing to submit to
examination on these subjects? |
(8.) How many have replied in the affirmative ?

{4.) How many of the ahove-mentioned text books are obfainable in Sydney ?

(5.) ‘What is the probable cost of cach work?

(6.) Are officials expected o procure these books at their own expense ?

(7.) How many officers graded from £130 to £220 per annum now require to pass this examination
in order to obtain inerease in second grade ?

(8 How many quadruplex and duplex instruments are at present in use in country offices,
gpecifying those oflices ¥

(9.) Is not the particular knowledge gained from the text books mentioned mainly required in
connection with the working of these instruments ?

(10.} What salaries are paid to officers working the quadruplex and duplex instruments ?

(11.) What opportunity is afforded to officers generally to acquire a knowledge of these
instruments ? .

{12.) Are not the officers who control these instruments classified in the Professional Division ?
(13.) Why is the Post and Telegraph Department graded £25 under any of the other Government
Departments ? '

(14.) Will he endeavour to relieve officers not controlling quadruplex and duplex instrumeats from
the test required by the Regulations ?

(15.) ‘Will he endeavour to arrange that the Inspector's certificate of competency will be accepted
in lien of test where instruments mentioned are not in use?

(16.} Is length of service in any case aceepted as proof of fitness for the office held ; if nof, why
not ? '

Mr. Parkes answered,—I shall be glad if the Honorable Member will postpone these Questions for
a week, to enable me to confer with the FPublic Serviee Bonard in regard {o the Regulations which
govern this Departinent.

{12.) Descrted Wives and Children’s Act of 1540 :-—Mr. McGrowen asked the Minister of Justice,—
(1.) How many “protection erders” have been issued each year, under the Deserted Wives ar
Children’s Act of 1840, as amended by the Act of 1858, during the lust ten years by Supremo and
District Court Judges to wives against their husbands ? ‘ '
{2) How many have been reseinded during the said ten years ?

Mr. Lee answered,—The Prothonotary of the Supreme Court has furnished me with the following
replies:—
(1) 1888, 70; 1889, 107; 1890, 105 ; 1891, 94; 1892, 111; 1593, 119; 1894, 79 ; 1895, 04 ; 1896,
68; 1897, 65; 1898 (to date), 69.
(2.) Three,

. (13.)
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(13.) Proposed Railway from Muswellbrook, #ia Merriwa and Caswilis :—Mr, Neild, for Mr. T

C. L. Fitzpatrick, nsked the Secretary for Public Works,—Will he,in the list of proposed railways
to be submitied to the Public Works Committee for consideration and report, include the line
some years since proposed to be run from Muswellbrook, «7d Merriwa and Cassilis, on to Pilliga
and Walgett ?

Mr. Young answered—Due consideration will be given to the Ionorable Member’s representations
ab the proper time.

(14.) Refund of Payments to the Superanmuation Fund :—2My. Neild, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitzpatrick,

asked the Colonial Treasurer,—TIn regard to his reply to a Question by Mr. Gormly, M.L.A., on
Thuraday, 27th October, to the effect that schoolteachers who ceased to contribute to the Superan.
nuation Fund prior to 23rd December, 1896, could obtain » refund of the amounts they contributed
to same, does this apply to postmasters and all cther public servants ?

By, Brunker answered,—Any officer who was a cootributor to the Saperannuation Fund on the
passing of the Public Service Act, and who clected to discontinue contribating under section 62 of
that Act, may be allowed a refund of superannuation payments onvoluntarily resigning from the
Service, arrangements having been made by the Government to formally retire such officers,
without gratoity, in order to permit of a refund being legally made.

{15.) Extension of the Public Library :— 3fr. Neild, for Mr. J. C. L. Fitzvairick, asked the Minister

of Publie Instruction,—In view of the report now eurrent o the effect that Mr, D. 8. Mitchell has
made to the State an offer of his valuable lbrary, and of the fact that new huildings for the
housing, of the library at present possessed by the Coleny are urgently needed, will he take into
consideration the advisability of having erected, rather than of renting, suitable buildings for the
purpoge ?

Mr. Hogue answered,—Mr. David Scott Mitchell has offered to bequeath his magnificent library
to the people of this country, on condition that the Government will house it and maintain 1t
intact as o separate wing of our national library. As to whether a rented building will be used for
such purpose, I think that question is rather premature at the present time; but it is highly
improbable that a building for a national purpese of the kind will be rented.

8. Susvay Trapive Binn:—The foliowing Petitions,—protesiing against giving increased facilitios

&

for the opening of Public-houses and shops on the Sabbath, and praying the House not to pass
any Bill La.ving such objeets,—were presented by the Members named :—

(1.) By Dr. Graham—From E. A. Rennie, President, and Robert Dey, Hon. Secrotary, of the
Council of the New South Wales Branch of the Evangelical Alliance,

(2.} By Mr. See—From William H. George, President, and James Ernest Francis, Secretary, of
the Grafton Band of Hope.

(3.) By Mr. See—From William II. George, President, and Percival John Young, Secretary, of the
Grafton Wesleyan Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavour.

Petitions received. .

Innecest ApverriseMEXTS Bror:—The following Petitions,—in favour of the passing of the Bill

to suppress indecent advertisements,—were presented by the Members named :—

(1.) By Mr. Molesworth—TFrom William Saumarez Smith, ).I., Archbishop of Sydney, President
of the Standing Committee of the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney.

(2) By Dr. Graham—TFrom 1. A, Rennie, President, and Robert Dey, Hon. Secrctary, of the
Council of the New South Wales Brauch of the Evangelical Alliance.

(3.) By Mr. Molesworth—I'rom ¥, E. Harry, President, and Frederick Hibherd, Secretary, of the
Baptist Tnion of New South Wales in Annual Session assembled.

Petitions received. -

Pargrs :—Mr. Brunker laid upon the Table,—

(1.) Notification of withdrawal, under the Crown Lands Act of 1895, of cerfain lands from the
Tastoral Tease of the Canonbar Leasehold Area, for providing for Settlement by other Holdings.
(2.) Return to an Order, made on 20th September, 1898,— Public Park at Molong.”

{(3.) Return to an Order, made on 20th September, 1898,—* Racecourse or Recreation Ground at
Molong.”

(4.) ngpers respecting Rifle-shooting under Active Service conditions.

Referred by Sessional Order to the Printing Committee,

WrnarraaE Ra1Es axp Towwaoek Dues Acr {Formal Motion) -—Mr, Haynes moved, pursuant to

Notice, That the Return to Order, *“ Wharfage Raées and Tonnage Dues Aet,” (Session 1897),
laid upon the Table and referred to the Printing Committee on the 28th June, 1898, and reported
npon on the 6th July, 1898, -be again referred to such Committee for reconsideration.

Question put and passed. :

GEeoRGE-sTREET AND Hamnis-srreer Enkcrric Travmway (Formal Motion) :—Mr, Cann moved,

purzuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House all papers relating to the
calling for tenders for the circulating pumps and feed pumps for the George-street and Harris-
street eleciric tramway, Contract No. 17, and the acceptance of the tender of H. P. Gregory & Co.,
together with particulars of the names and amounts of all other tenders in connection therewith.
Question put and passed.

Crama oF Jonmy MceCare—Roav FromM Loxe ReaceH 1o Crysucca (Formael Motion):—Mr,

MecLaughlin moved, pursuant to Notice, That there be laid upon the Table of this House all papera,
documents, letters, reports, &c., relating to a claim by John McCabe for compensation for land
resumed by the Government for a portion of the road from Long Reach to Clybucca.

Question put and passed. ‘ 9.
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9. PostrowEMENTS :—The following Orders of the Day postponed : —
(1.) Dentists Bill ; to be further considered in Committes ;—until Tuesday, 13th December.
(2.} Indecent Advertisements Bill ; second reading ;—until Tuesday, 13th December.
(3.} Distress for Rent Restriction Bill (Qouneil Brll) ; second reading ;—until To-morrow.
(4.) Capital Punishment Abolition Bill; resumption of the adjourned Debate on the motion of
Mr. Haymnes, “That this Bill be now read a second time,”—until Wednesday, 9th November.

10. EsTiMarEs OF EXPENDITURE FOR THE Y EAR 1898-9, AxD STATEMENT OF PAYMERTS FROM VOTE
OF Avnvaxce T0 TREASURER ON ACCOUNT OF SERVICES OF THE Yrar 1897-8:—The following
Message from His Rxecllency the Lieutenant-Governor was delivered by Mr. Reid, and read by
Mr. Deputy-Speaker :—

By Deputation from His Excellency.
FREDK. M. DARLEY, HMessage No. 88,

Lieutenant- Qovernor.

In accordance with the provisivns contained in the 54th elause of the Constitution Act, the
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the accompanying
Estimates of Expenditure for the year 1898-9, together with o Statement of Payments from the
Vote, ©“ Advance to Treasurer, 1897-8," on account of Services for the year 1897-8, submitted for
Parlinmentary Appropriation in adjustment of the Advance Vote.

Government House,
Sydney, 1st November, 1898,

Ordered to be printed, together with the aceompanying Estimates and Sta.tenien’c, and referred to
the Committee of Supply.

11. Sveery:—The Order of the Day having boen read,—on motion of Mr. Reid, Mr. Deputy-Speaker
left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into the Committee of Supply.
Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. O’Sullivan, Temporary Chairman, reported
progress, and obtained leave Lo sit again,
Mr. O'Sullivan also reported that the Committee had come to a resolution.
Ordered, on motion of Mr. O'Sullivan, That the report be now received.
Mr. O'Sullivan then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows:—

(2.) Tesolved,—That there be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding £1,381, for the
establishment of His Excellency the Governor for the year 1898-9.

On motion of Mr. Reid, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

12. Wavs axp MEans (Financial Statement) :—The Order of the Day having been read,—on motion of
Mr., Reid, Mr, Deputy-Speaker left the Chair, and the House resolved itself into the Committes
of Ways and Means.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr, O’Sullivan, Temporary Chairman, reported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again,

13. Broxexy Hron Trapes Hanr Stre Binn:—DMr. Deputy-Speaker reported the following Message
from the Legislative Couneil :—

Mz. SpEAxER,—

The Legislative Council having appointed a Select Committee on the * Broken Hill Trades
Hall Site Bill,” and that Committee being desirous to examine John enry Cann, Esquire, o Member
of the Legislative Assembly, in roference thereto, requosts that the Legislative Assembly will give

leave to its said Member to attend, and be examined by the said Committee on such day and days

as shall be arranged between him and the said Committee.

Legislative Council Chamber, . JOHN LACKEY,
Sydney, 2nd November, 1898, President,

Mr. Brunker moved, That John Henry Cann, Esquire, have leave fo attend and give evidence
before the Select Committee of the Legislative Council on the * Broken Hill Trades Hall Site Bill”
if he think fit, ’
Question put and passed.

Ordered, that the following Message be carriad to the Legislative Couneil :—

Mz. Presipeyr,— :

In answer to the Message from the Legislative Council, dated this day, requesting leave for
John Henry Cann, Esquire, a Member of the Legislative Assembly, to atténd and be examined.
before a Select Committee of the Legislative Council on the “ Broken Hill Trades Hall Site Bill,”
the Assembly acquaints the Council that leave has been granted to its said Member to attend and
be examined by the said Committee, if he think fit.
Legislative Assembly Chamber,

Sydney, 2nd November, 1895,

14. MerrororiTa¥ SavE-Tamns (Fees) Bron:—Mr. Deputy-Speaker reported the following Message
from the Legislative Council :—

Mz. SPRAKER,—

The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled “ Adn Act to amend the
Sydney Corporation Act of 1879 in respect of the fees and charges which may be taken and demanded
under the provisions of section 139 of that det,”—presents the same to the Legislative Assembly
for its concurrence.”

Legislative Council Chamber, JOIN LACKEY,
Sydney, 2nd November, 1898, President.
Rill, on motion of Mr. Brunker, read a first time.

Orxdercd to be printed, and read a second time To-morrovw.
15.
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15. Irzawagrs Harnour a¥p Laxp Comeorarror Acr Furrmer AMEsDMExT Biin:—Mr. Depaty-
Speaker reported the following Message from the Legislative Council :—
Me. SPEAKER,— N
The Legislative Council having this day passed a Bill, intituled “An Aot fo amend and
extend the fMawarra Harbour and Land Corporation Act of 1890, and the Illawarra Harbour and
ZLand Corporation Act Amendment Act of 1895,"—presents the same to the Legislative Assembly
for its concurrence ; accompanied by a copy of the Report from, and Minutes of Evidence faken
before, the Selsct Committee thereon.
Legislative Council Chamber, JOHN LACKEY,
Sydney, 2nd November, 1898. President.
My, Neild moved, That this Bill be now read a firgt time.
Question put,
The House divided. :
Ayes, 63. Noes, 17.

Dr, Grabem, Mr. FitzGerald, Mr. McFarlane, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Brunker, Mr. Hasaall, Mr, Molesworth, Mr. Hughes,

Mr. Cook, Mr. J. C. L. Hitzpatrick, Mr. Terry, Mr. Dick,

Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. Moore, Mr. Wise, Mr. Ross,

Mr, Carruthers, Mr. Meagher, Mr. Ashton, Mr. Law,

Mr. Lee, Mr. McLean, Mr. Quinn, Mr. Wutkins,
Mr, Young, Mr, Rose, Mr. O'Conor, Mr. Edden,

My, Purkes, Mr. Waddell, Mr. Richards, Mr. Watson,

Mr, Perry, Mr, Aflicck, Mr. Rigg, Mr. Thomas Brown,
Mr. Hogue, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Haves, Mr. Cann,

Mr. Newman, Mz, Spruson, Mr, Lees, Mr. MeGowen,
Mr. Neild, . Mr, Archer, Mr. Henry Chapmen, Mr, Archibald Campbell,
Mr. O’Salliven, Mr. Anderson, Mr, Lyne, Mpr. Nicholson,
Mr. Henry Clarke, Mr. Hurley, Mr. Reid, Mr. See,

Mr. Reymond, Mr. Pyers, Mr. Austin Chapman, Mr. David Davis.
Dr. Ross, Mr. Gormly, Mr. Morgan, Tellers

Mr, Gurland, Mcr. Barnes, My, Storey. R

Mzr. Docey, Mr. Holman, Tl Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Nelson, Mr. Arthur Griffith, eiLers, : Mr. Fegan.

Mr. Mahony, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Cohen,

Mr. Millard, Mr. Spence, Mr. Piddington,

Myr. Wright, Mr. Thomas Clarke,

And so it was resolved in the afirmative.
Bill read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time To-morrow.

16. PaPER :~Mr, Brunker laid upon the Table,—Estimates of the Ways and Means of the Government
of New South Wales for the year 1898-9,
Ordered to be printed.

17. AvusTraTasTAXY FrpERATION :—The Order of the Day having been read, Mr. Deputy-Speaker left the
. Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to further consider the

following resolutions :—
“This House aflirms :—
“ (1.) Tts desire that steps should be taken without delay in comjunction with the other Colonies
* to bring about the completion of federal union. '
% (2.) Tts desire that the other Colonies should agree to reconsider those provisiona of the Bill
“ most generally objected to in New South Wales, namely :—

“ (a) Representationin the Senate—

“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other
“ Colonies, that, if equal representation be insisted upon, the provision for a three-fifths
“ majority at a joint sitting of both Houses should be removed, and that a simple majority
¢ ghould decide’; or that the provisior, for a joint sitting be replaced by-a provision for a
“ National Referendum.

“(h) The 87tk Olause, known as the Braddon Clause—

* concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
 that this Clause should be removed from the Bill. -

“ (e} The Oapital of the Commonwealth—

¢ coneerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that Clause 124 should be amended, and provision made in the Bill for the establishment
¢ of the Federal Capital in such place within the boundaries of New South Wales as the
* Federal Parliament may determine.

“ (d) The Boundaries of States—

* coneerning which this House desires to submit for the eonsideration of the other Colonies,
“ that hetter provision should be made against the alteration of the boundaries of a State
“ without its own consent—namely, by the protection afforded by Clause 127, as to the
“ representation of States.

“ (e) Inland Rivers—
“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,

“ that the use of inland rivers for purpeses of water conservation and irrigation should
“ be more clearly safeguarded,
i (f)
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“ () Money Bills—
“ concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that there should be a uniform practice in respect to such Bills, namely, that providedin
* the ease of Taxation Bills and Bills for the ordinary annual services of the Commonwealth,

“(g) Judicial Appeels from States-—
* concerning which this House desires to submit for the consideration of the other Colonies,
“ that the mode of appeal from the Supreme Courts of the States should be made uniform,
* namely, the appeal should either be to the Privy Council, or to the High Court, but not
* 93 at present, indiscriminately to either.

“ (3.) Although prepared, for the sake of union-—if it be placed in other respects upon a fair and
“ just footing—to accept tho financial system embodied in the Bill, with the one exception
“ mentioned, this House earnestly invites further inquiry into, and a more thorough consideration
“ of, the financial clauses, regarding as evils to be avoided if possible excessive burdens of taxzafion,
*“ a prolonged system of hool-keeping, uncertainty as to the amount of the surplus to be divided,
“ and uncertainty as to $he method of distributing it among the States.”

Mr. Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Fegan, Temporary Chairman, reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again To-morrow.

18. Postrovemests :—The Orders of the Day of Government Business, Nos. 4 to 12, postponed until
To-morrow.

19. GOVERNMESNT ADVANCES TO SETTLERS Bron.—
(1) The Order of thc Day having, been read,—on motion of Mr. Brunker, Mr. Deputy-Speaker left -
the Chair, and the House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider the expediency
of bringing in a Bill to enable the Government to assist holders and occnpants of certain classes of
lands by advancing money to them on mortgage at reasonable rates of interest; and for other

purposes connected therewith,

Mr, Deputy-Speaker resumed the Chair; and Mr. Fegan, Temporary Chairman, reported that the

Committee had come to a resolution,

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Fegan, that the report be now received.

Mz, Fegan then reported the resolution, which was read a first time, as follows: —
Resolved,—That it is expedient to bring in a Bill to enable the Government to assist holders and
oceupants of certain classes of lands by advancing money to them on mortgage at reasonable
rates of interest; and for other purposes connceted therewith.

On motion of Mr. Carrathers, the resolution was read a second time, and agreed to.

(2.) Mr. Carruthers then presented a Bill, intituled “ .4 Bill to enable the Government fo wssist -
holders and occupants of ceriain classes of lands by advancing money to them on mortgage at reasonable
rates of interest ; and for other purpeses connected thercwith,'—which was read a first time.
Ordered to be printed, and read a second time on Thursday, 10th November.

20. AnsouryMEST :—Mr. Brunker moved, That this House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued. :
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly, at Eleven o’clock, until To-morrow at Three o’clock.

F. W. WEBB, WILLIAM McCOURT,
Olerk: of the Legislative Assembly. ' Deputy-8peaker.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

OoF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBILY.

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

THURSDAY, 3 NOVEMBER, 1898,
1. The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Clerk informed the House that Mr. Speaker was nnavoidably absent, in consequence of illness. .
Whereupon the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy-Speaker, pursuant to the 22nd
Standing Order of the House.

2. QUESTIONS :— .
(1.} Duty on Imported Medicines and Drugs :—Dr. Ross asked the Colonial Treasurer,— ‘
(1.) The amount or value of imports of medicines and drugs during the year 1897-8, ending 80th
September, 1898 7
(2.) The amount of duty (if aiy) paid on the same during the same period ?

Mr. Reid answered,—

(1.) Medicines, 12,346 gallons, valued at £20,317 ; drugs and apothecaries’ wine, 25,889 packages,
valued at £180,144,

(2.) Duty charged on the percentage of spirits contained therein, £11,871.

{2.) Dog Tax:—Mr. Rose asked the Colonial Secretary,—
(1.) 1s he aware that the Dog Tax in many cascs prosses very heavily on drovers who are com-
pelled to keep a certain clags of dog to aid in earning a living?
(2)) Can anything be done with the view of relieving drovers from paying such tax on sheep and
cattle dogs ; and, if so, will he favourably consider the matter P

Mr, Bronker answered,—In districts where there is reason to think that the Dog Tax may press
heavily on persons who have to keep dogs to keep down vermin or for droving,: the police have
been instructed to refrain from too stringently enforcing the provisions of the Dog Act. 1 may
add that this concession is not made in districts where sheep are known to be héavily depastured,
and it applies principally to the coast districts.

(8.) Roads and Bridges Vote :—Mr, Affleck asked the Secretary for Public Works,—
(1.) What was the amount laid aside, or appropriated as the unclassified Vote, from the £300,000
granted in the three months’ Supply Bill ? . )
(2.) How much of the £15,792 oxpended as special grants, from March to 27th July last, was
granted for works that should have been paid out of the Vote for the year ending 30th June, 1898 ?
(3.) Ts he aware that to classify the Votes according to the electorates, as represented previous to
the last General Election, was as follows—Protectionists (38), £8,460; Free-traders (27), £5,196;
Labour (7), £2,136 7
() As Question 3 represents the number and amounts granted for the three parties in the House
previous to the last General Election, have these sums been fixed as a fair distribution of the
£15,792
(5.) Is the Vote granted, and to be granted for the year ending 30th of June, 1899, to be
supplemented by asking for a sum over and above the last yoar’s Vote by the sum expended for
special grants or other expenditure in the year ending 30th June, 1898 ?
(6.) Will he see, when appropriating the Road and Bridge Vote for this year, that those districts
that have not shared in special Votes last year will 